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How Far Does

CHURCH GOVERNMENT
Extend into YOUR Life?

T/Jroug/) whom does God make
Church policy? What is your respo

OW MUCH do you, as an individ-

H ual, have to say about the policy,

the conduct, the practice of

God's Church? What are the Church’s

prerogatives and what are each individ-
ual’s prerogatives?

It is time we learned what questions
are matters of personal decision and
what are matters of Church responsi-
bility regulating us all!

The Church Is a
COLLECTIVE Body

The Church of God is a collective
body. The Greek word for church means
a group of individuals who have been
called out for a purpose.

When there is a church, a collec-
tive body, who is going to determine
what the church does collectively? Who
is responsible for determining what each
member docs as part of that body?

Is each individual free to decide for
himself how God’s law applies to him?

And what about “free moral agency?”

Every one of us is a “free moral
agent.” Each one of us must decide for
himself whether he will obey God. God
is the One who decides what we shall
obey. Notice how this is explained in
Deuteronomy 30:19. Moses said: I call

of God?
by Herman L. Hoeh

heaven and carth to record this day
against you, that I have SET before you
life and death, blessing and cursing:
therefore,” says Moses, “CHOOSE life,
that both you and your seed may live.”

Notice Moses did not invent the dif-
ference between life and death. He did
not originate it. He merely sez it before
the people. The people are to choose.
God commands yoz to choose. That is
your responsibility as a “free moral
agent.”

But God commands you to do some-
thing more, not merely t choose. He
commands you to “choose LIFE.” That
is an order! And any man who refuses
to choose LIFE is in defiance of God.
ln other words, cven though you are a
free moral agent, you have been ordered
to choose life. But yox must make that
choice voluntarily! Free moral agency
involves merely the question of whether
you choose to do what God has com-
manded you to do, or whether you choose
to go contrary to His express order by
choosing death instead.

GOD the Author of Right
and Wrong

Moses merely set before the people
the way of life—blessing, peace, happi-

final decisions in matters of
nsibility under the government

ness—God is the AUTHOR of life! God’s
ministers are not free to decide for them-
selves what is right or wrong. That is a
prerogative of God!

Is the question of right and wrong
really a matter for any individual to
determiue for himself? Is it your decision
which determines whether a thing is
right or wrong? Or is there 2 HIGHER
AUTHORITY than man who derer-
mines the difference between right and
wrong?

Indeed there is a Supreme Authority
which regulates human lifc and human
conduct! Scripture reveals that Authority
is God and His government!

It is time we learn how God rules
and how His government functions.

God is the source of our way of life,
of our religion. He has perfect know-
ledge, perfect wisdom. He Anows right
from wrong. He has not left up to people
or to society or the whims of any in-
dividual to determine what is sin and
what is not sin. He is the Lawgiver.

Seventh-day Adventists tell us that
the Ten Commandments are a “moral
law.” The Ten Commandments are no
such thing-—they are a “spiritual” law
(Rom. 7:14). A spiritual law is a law
that must be set in motion by Spirit,
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by God, nos by the morals of human
society, Catholics call the Ten Command-
ments a “natural law.” This idea has
come down through the Catholic Church
from paganism. The concept of a “natu-
ral law” assumes that God’s law can
naturally be nnderstood by man. To a
Catholic only those portions of the Ten
Commandments are valid today which
can be naturally understood.

The question is, Is the law of God,
the way of God, naturally understood
by man? The answer is very plainly NO!

Paul tells us in I Corinchians 2 that
the spiritual things of God—God’s law,
His way—are not discerned by the nas-
ural mind. That means that as individ-
uals we cannot naturally understand or
discern truth, or right from wrong. The
Bible is God’s revelation of spiritual
knowledge and of those physical laws
which man could not with absolute
assurance understand by himself. The
Bible then is primarily a closed book to
the natural mind. That is why most
learned and intelligent people regard it
as a book of straw, a book of superstition
or fable.

Now notice how conversion and the
government of God lead to understand-
ing the Bible.

Conversion Takes TIME

Conversion involves a genuine change
of this mind. We thereby begin to grasp
the meaning of Scripture and the Bible
—we begin t understand the deep
differences beiween right and wrong
and recognize what sin really is.

But does this mean that everyone in
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God's Church is fully able—merely be-
cause he has received the earnest of
God's Holy Spirit—to understand 4/ the
Bible, completely and perfectly? The
answer is NO! Notice the Scripture
proof!

Peter tells us there are some scrip-
tures, especially those which Paul wrote,
which are hard to be understood, which
the unstable wrest or twist to their own
destruction! Peter declares prophecy to
be a light which shines more and more
until the day that God finally intervenes
in world affairs. Prophecy is not some-
thing that was as clear one hundred
years ago as it is today.

The ability to understand the Bible
is a matter of growth and development.
We are told to grow in the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
But we do not all grow at the same rate.
Some individuals have been converted
much longer than others. Some develop
spiritually faster than others. That devel-
opment depends upon the amount of
earnest prayer and study and obedience.
As individuals we are not all of the same
competence to determine what Scripture
says.

How, then, does God regulate those
things which we must do together in
unity if we do not all grow spiritually
at the same rate? How are we going to
have unity in the Church if as individ-
uals we cannot all understand all things
alike without assistance? The answer is
that we must be led, governed, ruled by
the government of God—guided by
Him into truth!

World Rejects God's Rule

The whole world is confused, divided.
Even the professing Christian world is
divided. Why? The cause of the division
among Catholic and Protestant denomin-
ations is the REJECTION of God'’s
authority and the kind of church rule
He set in motion.

Let us notice how God first established
rule and authority in the Church. In
order to keep the children of Israel in
the knowledge of the truth so they would
not stray and misinterpret and misunder-
stand the law, God established His gov-
ernment in His Church, the congregation
of Israel. First, He commanded the
people, in Deuteronomy 12:8, to per-
form what He said. He forbad them to
do what was right in their own eyes, as
they had been doing.

But how were they to know what was
right in God’s eyes? The answer is that
God set rule and authority in His Church
tc determine the difficulc matters for
the people. We read of this rule and
authortity specifically in Acts 7:35.

Notice how the people in the Old
Testament Church first regarded God's
government, His rule and authority.
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“This Moses whom they refused, saying,
Who made thee a ruler and a judge?
the same did God send to be a ruler and
a deliverer by the hand of the angel
which appeared to him in the bush.” 1
want you to notice. The people did not
accept God's government through Moses.
They were carnal.

The degree to which individuals
accept God’s government is illustrative
of the degree to which they are con-
verted and changed from their natural
carnal mindedness to the mind of God
and the Spirit of God. When people
say, “Well, I think I ought to decide
this for myself,” when it is not their
decision, they are merely illustrating
carnal mindedness. And to be carnal
minded is death.

Scripture makes it very plain that
throughout time Church members need
guidance and direction. The Ethiopian
eunuch did not understand what he was
reading in the book of Isaiah. God sent
Philip to explain that passage which he
was reading. To understand, we, too,
must have God-called and God-sent
teachers who do know and understand
the truth.

How God’s Rule Works

When it comes to collective matters
the Church of God as a whole must
petform, there is the need—in order
that there should be unity in the Church
—of a central authority mnspired and led
by Jesus Christ who is the living Head
of the Church. It is the government of
God, but God works through human
agents. Christ worked through Moses.
Christ worked, at a later time, through
Joshua, then through Samuel and
through David.

In Christ’s own day, we find that God
worked through Christ, who in turn gave
authority to His ministry in His Church.
Consider Matthew 18:18. When ques-
tions come up, when decisions have to
be made, the ministry—this central
authority to which all must appeal—
has the power to bind on earth those
matters which the Father and Christ
“shall have bound in heaven.” Jesus did
not Institute anything new when He
gave His ministry in the New Testa-
ment Church the power to bind or to
loose on earth. He was merely following
the practice that He had already given
to the physical ministry in rhe Qld
Testament Church—to the priesthood
and the judges!

Notice it! Jesus said in Matthew
23:3 that, when the Scribes and Phari-
sees sit on Moses’ seat: “All things
whatsoever they command you, that do.”

So there was authority in the OId
Testament Church.

Most  people have misunderstood

(Please continune on page 8)



WHY Some Fall Away

Several have cast aside their eternal life just recently. They are
beaded strai ght toward the lake of fire! Read this article and avoid
the fri ghtenin g mistakes they have made.

ERE is a stern warning for God’s
H Church wday. In the last few
months some few—just as Jesus
prophesicd—have fallen away. That
ought to put fear and trembling in each
one of us—lest we also let slip this one
opportunity of eternal life.

Ie is no strange thing when people
who have been a part of God’s Church
for years fall away. It happened in post-
apostolic days (II Thessalonians 2:3).

These individuals who departed would
not have believed a year or two ago that
they would make such a horrible mis-
take and cut themselves off from God
—but they did!

There were warning signs during the
past months and years that they cowld
have seen. They could have prevented
this. But they purposely disregarded
these signs until it may now be too Jate.

Many are letting the cares of this
world, the problems of physical life, and
the luses of the flesh separate them from
the goal of eternal life.

What About You?

Are you still striving with your whole
mighet to enter that Kingdom? Or have
you, like some of these, groun “weary
in well doing?”

Some of you are disqualifying your-
selves RIGHT NOW from ever receiving
that wonderful reward!

Some of you who have becn attend-
ing services in God’s Church are really
not a part of the true “body of Christ”
any longer. You are not really a part
of this Church, the Church of God.
Others of you have never been made
a real part of the true “body of Christ.”

Just because you are with God's
Church physically, does not mean you
are a part of that spiritual organism
the True Church which is carrying on
the work of God.

Some—who have been a part of the
Church in the past—already have put
themselves out because of disobedience.
Others of you are on very shaky ground
and may be rejected by Christ eren now!

This does not apply only to those
who have been attending our local serv-
ices. Others of you have come to God’s
festivals, or you may never have come
to God’s festivals, and yet you believe
you are a part of this Church, when you
may not be!

by L. Leroy Neff

You Can’t “Join” God’s Church

We do not “join” the body of Christ.
God makes us a part of it through His
Holy Spirit after complete repentance,
baptism, and a total change of attitude.
We remain in the church only by con-
tinwing in this right attitude and by
overcoming through prayer and faith
and obedience.

We do not become a part of the body
of Christ by telling our friends or neigh-
bors that I “belong to the Radio Church
of God.” Nor do we become a part of
that true body of believers by just sign-
ing a statement. We do not become a
patt of that srue body by baptism alone,
It requires complete repentance and sub-
mission to God—and faith toward Je-
sus Christ—before we are put into the
true Church of God. Let us not deceive
ourselves. We may fool some people, but
we cannot fool God. He is onr Judge.

Don't deceive yourself. Tt is time to
examine yourself to determine whether
or not you are in the faith. Whether or
not you are truly a part of God’s Church
in this climactic end-time.

The time is fast approaching when
it will be too late for change and cot-
rection, too late to go to the place of
safety that God is preparing for His
people.

Some of you are sinning and know it.
You have procrastinated and delayed
obeying God. God is merciful, kind, lov-
ing, patient. But there always comes a
time when God’s patience ends. Then
will be the time of action. He may per-
mit you to continue in sin for a season,
but if you do not repent and change,
He will soon cut you off in your sins.

Others of you are sinning and can-
not see your sin.

Why? Because you are not contin-
ually looking into God’s Word for cor-
rection. Sin is the transgression of the
law. It defines what sin is. The Word
of God is a spiritual mirror. Look into
that spiritual mirror to see your sin.

Are You Unknowingly Guilty
of These Sins?

The Bible tells us that love is the
fulfilling of the law. But some of you
have hard feelings and bitterness against
others in God’s Church. You will never
get into God’s Kingdom with such
animosity!

Now is the time to go to your brother,
to ask his forgiveness, and settle the
matter. Remember that Jesus Christ
willingly and lovingly died tor both of
you. Kemember that you both have
sinned and come short of the glory of
God, and it is only through the grace
and mercy of Jesus Christ that either
one of you have ever been forgiven of
your past sins.

Others of you have been talebearers,
telling falsehoods and untruths, or haf-
truths. Or you may have repeated gossip
which may be true that you should never
have repeated to others. One of the six
things that God hates is the spreading
of discord among brethren (Pro. 6:19).

Some claiming to be a part of the
Church are actually HYPOCRITES. They
come wong us, and yet when they go
home, or to their job, they do not live
what they profess to live while among
God’s people. What a wretched state!
Living a LIE. God is going to cast all
such people into outer darkness where
there is weeping and gnashing of teeth,
unless they repent and change in time.
If you are one of those in this categoty,
NOW is your time to change and to
repens.

There have been many articles in
The PLAIN TRUTH and in The Goop
NEWs concerning the first and second
tithe. But some are still refusing to obey
God in this plain and cear command
of God Almighty. Some of you did nor
attend this recent Feast of Tabernacles
because you had not faithfully saved
your second tithe as God commands.
Some day you must give account of
your deeds—IN THE JUDGMENT. What
excuse are you going to give then?

Or you may have had many other
kinds of excuses. If you are guilty of
these sins—and many of you are, now
is the time to repent, to change your
ways and to prepare now for God’s fes-
tival next year.

What Are Lusts of the Flesh?

There have been articles, broadcasts,
and sermons on the subject of SMOKING.
And yet some of you stll persist in
continuing in this filthy, rotten and en-
slaving habit. We know that it is not
easy to quit this habir, once a person
has become enslaved to it, but # can
be dome. With God's help, many have
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conquered the desire to smoke.

If you are still enslaved by this habit,
you are not serving the true God in
spirit and in truth. You are serving and
idolizing tobacco instead.

Others of you are married and now
are living apart from your true mate.
You may have had to separate because
of God's commands concerning adultery,
or you may have already been separated
before you learned of God’s laws. If so,
are you, as some, sometimes letting your
lusts of the flesh come before your over-
all spiritual goal of the Kingdom of
God? Some have permitted themselves
to break the spiriz and intent of this
law by spiritually committing fornica-
tion or adultery (Matt. 5:28).

If you have “hidden sins” that no one
else knows about, remember this—all
sins are open to God. He sees all. It is
He who will judge you. Yox cannot
fool God.

Now is the time to put such sins out.
If we are not overcoming these things
now, how can we ever expect to over-
come them in the future?

Some of you married couples who
have been having marital problems
have not been overcoming them. If both
parties show the real true Christian love
of Jesus Christ, and the kindness that
He has, you would zo# have these prob-
lems. Is Jesus Christ living within you?
If so, then that love and kindness would
be growing and increasing in your life.
You would be having more patience,
kindness and consideration for others.

Don’t Be “Cut Down”

You may have continued in your
sin and God has not yet finally cut you
off. Such a situation is desctibed by
Jesus in Luke 13:6-9. "He spake also
this parable; A certain man had a fig
tree planted in his vineyard; and he
came and sought fruit thereon, and
found none.”

God has been coming to some of
you for a long time seeking fruit. He
has looked for the fruits of the Spirit,
given in Galatians 5. He has come to
see whether or not you are growing in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. He has come
to see whether or not your real goal
is still the Kingdom of heaven. He has
come to see if you are really doing your
part in getting this gospel of the King-
dom to the world. He has been patient
and merciful.

Bur God has found no fruit for many
of you!

Notice Christ’s further words. “Then
said he unto the dresser of his vineyard,
behold, these three years I come seeking
fruit on this fig tree, and find none: Cut
it down; why cumbereth it the ground?”

That may be what God the Father s
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about to say of you now. Maybe He has
already said this at some time in the past.

But Jesus Christ has intervened. “And
he answering said unto him, Lord, let
it alone this year also, till T shall dig
about it, and dung it.”

God has sent His ministers and His
servants to work with you. They have
worked with you in articles, in the Cor-
respondence Course, the booklets and
other literature. He has also sent His
servants to work with you through The
WORLD TOMORROW broadcast and
through our local ministers so that fruit
might be produced in you. Some of you
have produced fruit and some have nos.

“And if it bear fruit, well: and if
not, then after that thou shalt cuz s
down.”

Some have already been “cut down.”
There comes a time when God ceases
to have patience or leniency. Others of
you are just about ready to be “cut
down.”

What about you? If you have not
had fruit, it is because yox are not ap-
plying yourself.

It is because some are not really put-
ting the Kingdom of God FIRST in their
lives (Matt. 6:33).

You have lost sight of that overall
goal, the Kingdom of God. Now is the
time to once again put your eye single
toward that goal, not on your physical
surroundings.

First Love Lost

Some of you have gone backward aud
not forward since God first called you.
You have lost that “first love.” You
need that “first love” to enter into God’s
Kingdom.

To you it might personally be said:
“Nevertheless 1 have somewhat against
thee, because thou hast left thy first
love” (Rev. 2:4).

Do you have the same zeal and love
for the work and truth of God now that
you had when you were (irst converted?
If not, you had berter change now. Here
is Christ’s instruction for you: “Remem-
ber therefore from whence thou art
FALLEN, and repent, and do the first
works . ..” (Rev. 2:5).

Another reason why many of you are
having these problems is that you are
neglecting the Christian necessity of
prayer and Bible study. How can you
grow spiritually except you pray “with-
out ceasing” (with regularity). We
must devote a regular period each day
to prayer and Bible study. How can we
know what our sins are unless we look
into God’'s Word regularly to see those
sins?

Many of you are neglecting The
Prain TRUTH, The Goobp NEwsS, the
Correspondence Course and the various
booklets and articles. Unless you have
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God’s ministers explain necessary things
to you by these publications, you will
not be able to grow spiritually as you
ought.

Don’t Neglect the Broadcast

Some of you have become lax in
listening to the broadcast. In most areas
of the United States you can hear the
broadcast more than one time each day.
In some areas it is available seven times
a day. And yet, some have neglected
this very important part of their spirit-
ual life. If you believe that it is not
necessary for you to do these things,
then you have become “spiritually rich,”
just as the Laodicean church (Rev. 3).
That church is not going to a place of
safety.

God says to some of you: “My people
are destroyed for lack of knowledge:
because thou hast rejected knowledge, 1
will also reject thee, that thou shalt be
no priest to me: seeing thou hast for-
gotten the law of thy God, I will also
forget thy children” (Hosea 4:6).

That is why some of you are dis-
qualifying yourself to enter God's King-
dom! You are rejecting the knowledge
that God has given you, and not acting
on that knowledge. You have forgotten
the law of God, and in place of it you
are secking worldly and temporal pur-
sutts.

Now is the time to act on the knowl-
edge God has given.

Who Will Be Saved?

Since there is such a lack in many
who assemble with God’s Church, it can
sometimes be discouraging. Sometimes
one almost wonders, "Wl anyone at-
tain to the Kingdom of God?”

There were people in Jesus' time
who also had such questions. “Then said
one unto him, Lord, are there few that
be saved?” (Luke 13:23).

This is a natural question to ask.

Notice the very next words of Christ.
“Strive to enter in at the strait gate:
For many, I say unto you, will seek to
enter in, and shall not be able” (Luke
13:24).

That is the answer from Christ. Are
you striving to enter into the Kingdom
of God? Or, have you let the cares of
this life turn you away from that goal?

Some of you who think you are in
God’s Church now will try to enter into
God’s Kingdom, and will not be able!
You will not have time to prepare for
God’s Kingdom next year or the fol-
lowing year, or ten years from now.
The time to prepare is zow. If you put
off until tomorrow what you should do
today, you may find that you are too
late.

God’s ministers diligently show the

(Please continne on page 12)



IsJUDAISM the Relz;gion of Moses?

How much do you know about the [ewish sects mentioned in
your New Testament—the Pharisees, Sadducees, Scribes, and the

Herodians and Zealots? Were they all really God’s Old Testa-

Part 2

UNDREDS of denominations and
splinter sects are represented in
so called Christianity today. It is

possible to find any variety that might
suit the fancy.

A Sect for Every Whim!

There are “"pentecostal” sects that ca-
ter to those of certain emotional ten-
dencies. Others appeal to the educated
and the intellectual. There are puritan
and fundamentalist denominations and
at the other extreme, cold, formal and
modernistic ones. On the other hand,
we find certain denominations having a
strong central government and in others
the congregations rule. There are those
with pomp and ritual, and those having
no religious adornment. And yet, the
irony of the whole thing is the fact that
all these opposing and irreconcilable
denominations claimt to be the Church
that Christ founded while they preach
conflicting and contradictory “gospels.”
It certainly is obvious that they are not
preaching the one Gospel of Christ (I
Cor. 1:10-13).

Our people—claiming to be Chris-
tians—have gotten themseclves into a
chaotic state of confusion in regard to
religion. They have abandoned the Gos-
pel of Christ—which is clearly and plain-
ly tevealed in the Word of God—and
substituted for it their various opinions
and beliefs resulting in our modern de-
nominationalism.

It should therefore not be surprising
to us today, who are so used to the splits
and schisms based on the opinions of
men, to find that the Jews in the New
Testament times were also split up into
many differing and opposing sects.

The Denominations of Judaism

It is a common law of human nature
that when mankind uses human reason-
ing to arrive at the truch of a religious
subject, there are going to be many
differences of opinion. The Jews in the
New Testament period were not one
unified denomination preaching one
message. They were far from common
agreement with one another in many
basic points of religion.

Judaism had its sectarian divisions
as we have ours. How did they originate

ment Church?
by Ernest Martin

—and why? Let the Jews themselves
answer.

Here are the candid admissions of
Heretord:

“If it were possible to analyze the
Judaism of the New Testament Period
into all its component elements, the re-
sult of the process would be to show
how complex & variety is summed up
under that name, and how far from the
truth it is to speak of ‘the Jews collec-
tively as if they were all alike, in re-
spect  to their Judaism” (Herford,
Judaism in the New Testament Period,
pp. 41, 42).

“When looked at from a distance, as
is usually the case with non-Jewish stu-
dents, Judaism appears to be a well-de-
fined and fairly simple system, with a
few strongly marked lines of thought
and practice capable of easy description,
and supposed to be not less easily un-
derstood. But, when studied from near
at hand, and still more when srudied
from within, Judaism is seen to be by
no means simple. There were many
more types than usually appear, many
more shades of belief and practice than
those which are commonly described.
In this sense it is true to say, in the
words of Montifiore, that there were
‘many Judaisms' . . (ibid., p. 14).

The fact that there were all types of
conflicting and opposing sects in Juda-
ism is important to recognize if an
adequate understanding of the New
Testament Period, and especially Paul’s
writings, is t0 be gained. These
various sects, ‘o which only a wvery
small part of the population” belonged,
disagreed among themselves on many
religious doctrines. Even within the
sects, many individuals or groupings
were at variance with one another.

This condition of religious discord
among the various sects, with the inde-
pendent and differing views of many
even within the sects, undoubtedly was
a prime factor in causing the Common
People of the land to dissuade them-
selves from joining the sects of Judaism.
When there is not unanimity of belief
in religious teaching, there is a natural
repulsion on the part of most people
to religion itself—or at least in taking
a serious interest in it. This is the con-
dition existing in our contemporary
world, and it was the very condition
that existed among the Jews of Palestine

during the days of Christ. The over-
whelming majority of the Jews did not
directly belong to the religious sects,
and the sects, themselves, were in a
statc of confusion as to religious belief.

Let us look at some of these divided
sects of Judaism in order to help us
better understand the New Testament
period.

The Pharisees

‘The major sect among the divisions
of Judaism was that or the Pharisees.
This was the most influential group at
the time and can be caued the icading
dvision,

Even though their membership was
only 6,000 out of a popuiation near
3,000,000, they had greater religious
intluence over the peopie than any other
group. The main reason for this is be-
cause the individuals in charge of the
majority of synagogues were Pharisees.
Being 1n charge ot the synagogues gave
them a certain amount of sway over the
Common People who attended the syna-
gogue services. We must remember,
however, that the evidence shows that
only a minority of the Common People
attended the synagogues with regu-
larity. The Pharisees had no direct con-
trol over the bulk of the people at all.

Who Were the Pharisees?

The Pharisees were not exactly like a
church as we know it. They were, in-
stead, a group of men, and even some
women, representing many different
walks of lite—teachers, ministers, busi-
nessmen, politicians, etc. These men had
voluntarily bound themselves together
in a covenant to live a particular man-
ner of life. Instead of calling them a
church, they can best be described as a
religious fraternity or association (Edet-
sheim, Life and Times of Jesus the
Messiab, vol. i, p. 311). These were
Jews who bound themselves together in-
to an exclusive fraternity to perform
certain religious customs and traditions
that the Common People did not wish
to keep, or did not wish to keep with
the strictuess of the Pharisees.

Edersheim continues:

“The object of the association was
twofold: to observe in the strictest man-
ner, and according to traditional law,
all the ordinances concerning Levitical
purity, and to be extremely punctilious
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in all connected with religious dues
(tithes and all other dues)” (#bid., vol.
i, p. 311).

It is important to note that the
Pharisees were merely an association of
men who had bound themselves to keep
the Levitical laws of purity and also to
conform very strictly to the laws of tith-
ing. They bad not bound themselves to
accept any creed or set of doctrines.

“The Pharisees were never a homo-
geneous body possessed of a defnite
policy or body of doctrine” (Encyclo-
pedia Britannica, 11th ed., vol. xxi, p.
347).

At no time was it required of all
Pharisees to believe alike. This fact is
very important! By understanding this,
we can come to a clear comprehension
of the true activity of the Pharisees dur-
ing the time of Christ.

It can be plainly shown that the
Pharisees exercised little central au-
thority among themselves at all. In fact,
other than their uniformity in their de-
sire to keep the laws of purity and the
other religious dues, the Pharisees repre-
sented a group of men with unlimited
differences of opinion. They were not
one unified group in the matter of re-
ligious doctrines. One Pharisee would
teach his opinion on a religious ques-
tion and another would teach another
opinion, in many instances, often totally
different or diametrically opposite. Each
Pharisee could teach whatever he pleased
concerning the Scripture and s#4ll be a
Pharisee so long as he kept bound to
the Pharisaical rule of life.

You can imagine what confusion this
would bring among the Pharisees!

The Pharisaical Schools

Just a few years before the birth of
Christ, and also during His lifetime, we
have record of many divisions within
the Pharisaical group. These divisions
resulted from differences of opinion
among the Pharisees. Some Pharisees,
who might believe one particular set of
doctrines, would tend to associate them-
selves together into their own societies.
Some of the prominent of these socie-
ties would also form themselves into
schools where any differences of opinion
on religious questions among themselves
could be discussed and then accepted
or rejected by the whole of the school.

Two of the most distinguished schools
at this time, representing the two major
divisions of the Pharisees, were the
School of Hillel and the School of
Shammai. These rwo schools were the
rivals of one another. The points over
which they disagreed were practically
innumerable (Cyclopaedia of Biblical,
Theological and Ecclesiastical Litera-
ture, by McClintock and Strong, vol. ix,
p. 472). There was hardly a point of

The GOOD NEWS

religious doctrine that these two schools
completely agreed on. Edersheim says
that at one time there was such violent
disagreement between these two schools
that blood was shed between them
(Life and Times of Jesus the Messiab,
vol. ii, p. 13).

These two schools were nos the only
divisions of the Pharisees, however.
There were many more! Dr. George H.
Box, of the University of London, in-
forms us: "The Phartsees at this time
were sharply divided into various sec-
tions which were NOT exhausted by
the rival schools of Hillel and Shammai”
(Abbington Bible Commentary, p.
841). There were many other splinter
groups existing even among the Phari-
sces, almost all teaching different doc-
trines.

The Pharisee Synagogues

It is readily understandable why the
rulers of the synagogues were adherents
to the code of the Pharisees. It was a
mark of religious piety to keep the
Levitical laws of purity and to be scrupu-
lous in keeping the laws of tithing, etc.
So, the majority of the rulers of the
synagogues (ministers) were Pharisees.

This does not mean that these syna-
gogue rulers taught a unified creed. The
rwer of the synagogue, in most cases,
would teach what he, himself, thought
was proper. Some of these Pharisees
would conform as near as possible to
the Hillel School of interpretation.
Others would lean towards the Shammai
School. Many would teach a combina-
tion of the two schools’ doctrines in-
fused with their own peculiar beliefs. No
creed existed in the synagogues ruled
by the Pharisees. This is the reason why
almost every opinion was tolerated in
the synagogues. The scribes and Phari-
sees never taught with authority as did
Jesus! (Herford, Judaism in the New
Testament Period, p. 170).

Now we can understand why it was
not difficult for Christ and the Apostles
to speak in most of the synagogues with-
out molestation. Each ruler of the syna-
gogue could teach what he pleased and
he allowed those of the congregation
to express their opinion if they wished.
There was little government of God—
and there was littde truth.

The Apostle Paul spoke many times
in the Jews' synagogues about the zruzh
of Christianity (Acts 13:15; 14:1;
17:1-2). Sometimes Paul met with ap-
proval and other times with opposition.
Jesus also preached the true gospel in
many of the synagogues throughout
Judea and Galilee without being pro-
hibited (John 18:20).

Because (he majority of the syna-
gogues were under the control of indi-
viduals who were Pharisees, it is safe
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to conclude that the Common People
who attended endeavored to keep some
form of the Pharisaical teaching. In this
sense, it would be proper to say that
those who attended the synagogues were
following a type of nominal Pharisaism
—even though they were not Pharisees
themselves.

“The popular religion therefore, so
far as it was entitled to be called Juda-
2sm, might be described as more or less
diluted Pharisaism” (ibid.. p. 136).

And because the Pharisees did control
the synagogues, and had greater influ-
ence over the Common People who at-
tended, they assumed the position of
being the major sect of Judaism. They
by no means represent the only reli-
gious group, however. There were many
more!

The Scribes

Along with the Pharisees it is neces-
sary to mention the Scribes. They ad-
hered to the Pharisaical rules of piety
and, in fact, represented a particular
group within the Pharisees. They were
the scholarly Pharisees — sometimes
called “doctors of the law” (Luke 5:17).

In other words, they were the ones
most learned in the Law. Both Hillel
and Shammai, who founded the two
prominent Pharisaic  Schools, were
Scribes, or Doctors of the Law. Not all
Pharisees were Scribes, but all Scribes
were Pharisees (ibid., p. 158). To them
was committed the copying of the

Hebrew Bible.
The Sadducces

Another major group within Judaism
at this time were the Sadducees. Even
though the members in this sect were
fewer than the Pharisees, they could
command attention because they were
in influential political positions in Jeru-
salem. Actually, many of the Sadducees
were priests who ministered in the Tem-
ple in Jerusalem. Performing these func-
tions was about the only religious service
that the priests were doing at this time.

In the distant past, it had been the
job of the priests, along with the Levites,
to be the religious leaders in Israel. But,
by the time of Christ, the Pharisees, who
were not priests, had been allowed by
Queen Alexandra (79 B.C.) to take this
leadership to themselves, while the
priests were relegated to the place of
performing only the rituals at the
Temple. Jesus recognized the Pharisees’
authority, however (Mat. 23:2-3).

Because the Pharisees had deprived
the priests of their rightful position as
teachers of the people, we can see one
reason why the priests did not favor
the Pharisees nor what they taught. This
is why the majority of priests were
Sadducees! They had a spite for the
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Pharisees, so they joined themselves ro
the sect which disapproved of the
Pharisees the most.

The Sadducees had no set religious
creed excepr that they wll disbelieved in
the resurrection from the dead, in angels,
and spirits (Acts 23:8). They claimed
to believe explicitly in the Scriptures,
but even in their fundamental doctrines
just quoted, it is clearly obvious that
they rejected much of the Scripeure, for
the Word of God plainly teaches the
resurrection, the existence of angels and
spirits (Job 14:14; Eze. 37:1-14; Dan.
12:1-3; Ex. 14:19; Dan. 6:22; 1 Sam.
18:10). Probably they rejected such
essential and basic doctrines because the
Pharisees held all of these as indispensa-
ble doctrines of the Scriprures. Perhaps
it was out of spite that the Sadducees
rejected them. They cerrainly had no
Scripture proof for doing so. It is known
that the Sadducees detested the Pharisees
so much that they would counter al-
most every belief the Pharisees would
teach.

These doctrines of the Sadducees were
not popular with the people. Very few
of the Common People ever joined with
them. And, the Sadducees made no at-
tempt to prosclyte. They also had no
synagogues in which to worship (Her-
ford, Judaism in the New Testament
Period, p. 122). Nor did they have any
real centralized authority among them-
selves. The individual members of this
group could believe whatever he pleased,
and there was “a considerable variety of
type among the Sadducees” declares
Herford.

Their real prominence was mainly
political. During the time of Christ, the
Sadducees were in control of the civil
Supreme Court of the Jews (the San-
hedrin). Because of their being ma-
jority leaders in this powerful judicial
organization, they had recognizable re-
spect from the people. The Sanhedrin
was the high civil court, allowed under
the Romans to try legal disputes which
would arise between Jews. It even had
power, in some instances, to give capital
punishment. And, by the Sadducees hav-
ing the majority vote in this court
(called “the council” in the New Testa-
ment—Luke 22:66), they could com-
mand certain political esteemn from the
people—even at times from the Phari-
sees. Religiously speaking, however,
very few of the Jews were Sadducees.
‘Their materialistic concept of Scripture
and the fact that they were mainly
priests plus some rich and influential
men, caused this sect not to be in any
way popular. “The priesdy and aris-
tocratic Sadducees were rigidly exclu-
sive, and insignificant in numbers” (The
Cambridge Companion to the Bible,
p. 134).

The GOOD NEWS

The Essenes

The last major group of Judaisers to
be considered as representing Judaism,
and having about 4,000 members, were
the Essenes. This sect is not mentioned
in the New Testament, although they
were in existence at the time.

Because Jesus never directly by name
condemned this group, as He did the
Pharisees and Sadducees, some modern
scholars have been led to assume that
perhaps Jesus was a member of this
sect! Nothing could be further from
the truth!

Members of this group were ascetics
who lived in the desert near the Dead
Sea. They were anti-social in the ex-
treme, withdrawing from society alto-
gether, having no social intercourse with
any except members of their own sect.
They practised celibacy (repudiating
marriage entirely), drank no wine, did
not attend Temple services, nor did they
sacrifice (Cyclo. Bib., Thes. & Ecc. Lit.,
vol. iii, p. 302). Their order was simi-
lar to the practices in monasteries and
nunneries of the Catholic Church with
which we are familiar (Herford, Juda-
ism in the New Testament Period, p.
63). They even had their own syna-
gogues in which to practice their ascetic
customs.

Christ practiced none of their basic
renets! Simple reference to the New
Testament shows us that He was cet-
tainly not an ascetic. He came eating
and drinking wine (Mart. 11:19). He
went out imto the highways (Matt.
22:9) and even ate with the Common
People of the land, called sinners by the
Pharisees (Matt. 9:11). He attended the
annual Holy Days ordained of God
(John 2:23; S:1; 7:14). All these
things the Essenes would not do!

The Apostle Paul condemns asceticsm
as a way of life (Col. 2:21-23), while
the Essenes believed in it as a funda-
mental doctrine. Neither Paul nor
Christ was in any way connected with
this sect of the Jews nor did they pro-
pound any of this sect’s peculiar doc-
trines. Even the most skeptical of schol-
ars must admit this fact (Abington Bib.
Com., p. 842). Most of the doctrines
adhered to by the Essenes actually came

from heathen influences, not from the
Bible.

The Qumran

Another sect—or perhaps sects—
connected directly with the Essenes,
were the Qumran group. Before 1947,
no one knew that this sect existed in
Palestine. In that year, however, some
scrolls were found by an Arab in a cave
near the Dead Sea. It was found that
these scrolls were hidden by this sect
now known as the Qunran.

Subsequent atcheological discoveries
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revealed that this group