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‘More About Our Cover-...

"This inspiring photograph was taken in the
- High Sierras of Northern California. Dabid
. saw’ thmgs in their true perspective while meditating in
- " ‘the midst of God’s creation (Ps. 8:3-9). All of us need to.
;. “step back from time to time from -our dazly routine and
take a long reflective look at whdt we’re doing; whether
we'are in the midst of God’s creation, in our own back
-our own living rooms. We need to take the
.~ "time. to” actively think about God, His laws, His Word,
v ‘and how they all relate to our lwe? Beginning on page
.23 is.an artitle which will show you. how to do this kind
: of medltatwn. Be sure to read it. -

" Covér photo byw:lburhrg Ambassador Coege C-
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. My husband and I received:the January-
* 'March Goob NEws today. On the front'is a
icturc of the ncw auditorium. What has
cen ‘donc is so beautiful. I wonder if the
_brethren in Pasadena know the blessing
thcy have being there to, scc it and one day

. i .. bc ablc to go inside the “House for God.”
- ’ Sopany of us may never get to do that, yet
. *+ . we wantiit built. 1 haven’t begun readiag
‘8 the articles -in this issuc yet, but it sure
Tooks like thcsc are the ones we nced to.read

_ atthis umc of ycar.

E. R., Rogers,
© Arkansas

: Thank you for the Goob NEWs with the
.+ pictude of the new: auditorium. Wow, it
surc is beautiful! We are really looking
.forward to ity complction. Thank you far
‘the artide oo\ Familiarity” by Mr. Huot-
ing. We ncedlioolive cach day as though it
was our last; 1§ do the work more fervently
B - and zcalously $han cver before. And thanks
j - - EY for the article abjut the Canadian Work and
the gap of the chdgches and Bible studics.
) : . L. B, Decaver,
’ (.olorado

“:cover picture of the House for

quatity in all things, and the buildings and

We arc also ‘very happy with the TV and

. Pcnoml Appczrancc respoasc.
' W. L., Marston,
- - Nouh “Carolina

LA " This thank you noteis a litele different. 1

. 4. .7, want to thank you for putting the scction

o .7 “What Our Rcaders Say” in the Goop

‘NEws. When 1 see how much’ impact your

asticles have madc and arc making on God's

* people all over the world, it's jus ‘woader-
oo % o

2

-

. to say this work should be an example of -

#ii  landscaping certainly reflect right character.

~ What éur;REA‘DERs’ SAY... -

_ ful. Very often [ waat to g;.) back and hunt

up and rercad an. article that has made such
an impression on spmconc clse so as to
inspire them to Write such letters. Please
always keep that section because it helps us

feel so- much closer 0 cach other and calls o
to our atteation things we might have taken

too lighdy. Special thanks for the article on
“Facal Familiacity,” Like the classic line

-gocs — “Thaaks, I nceded that!”

© K. M., Westwego,

Louisiana

. Thanks for the January-Marck Goop
News which has more informative an

. hard-hitting articles-and meat of the Word

than. any yet. Kecp them coming — they're

.pm whac we need \stir us up. B
- R. G, Garmi, ~

Hiinois

Thank you all on the saff of The Goop

"News for all the articles I've read over the

ycars I've been 2 member. It seems cach
issuc tends to give me a ‘shaking up,”
which is sorely neceded at times. We all
nked to be reminded of how very blessed
we arc to be privileged to know the truch.
Mr. Charles Hunting's article, “Facal Famil-
iarity,” in the January-March issuc has
shown me how I nced to examine myself.
Also, I'd like to cxpress my thanks to Mr.
Basil Wolverton for his cartoons which'are
30 uaique I'd rccognizc them anywhere!
The ones in the article, Ju:t What Do You
Mcan — Sclf-Rightcous?” were especially

K good. Tha.K you all again for the love and

cffort put into cach issuc of The GooD

- NEwWs — it’s as if cach of you were sending

- your love directly to each of us.
T. D., Portsmouth,
Ohio
(Continmed on back cover)
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I NTIL recently, there existed a * “S"Qnge, bizarre sect’’ was  not ncccssanly rcprtscnt the views
B good deal of confusion in the one magazme ’g appro:sal ofB il . ) .
z minds of a lot of people about “They meet in secret,” said ut such disclaimers are sometimes - , .-
F the Worldwide Church of God, Am- th wy, " find put before and after our program. We i
] ‘bassador College, and The WORLD To- anofher. ou can probably cannot_cver change that — ¥
L :MORROW out anything about 'hem’ simply because ‘po 'matter how' strongly -
. ) Ph ! ronghy
Speculations ranged from an uleram €OMplained a newspaper. we speak out about Christ’s Gospel,
§ rightist group with buried caches of  ''They must be Communist, , His Gospel is 0 DIFEERENT from what 3
: arms, supported, perhaps by Howard ~ or something’’ says a be- ﬁgl", ”’"’}f ”Blsb l"‘d ':1‘1"“:?“150'_ :
! Hughes, H. L-Hunt, er anyone clsc  wildered citizen. Per-  in the Dible and by His truc
; ) whose initials happened to be HH . . h i scrvants, in such a DIFFERENT FASHION
g id beli PPC_ Hubert Hum- ‘e‘"'{°’?? Or ,' e najuro, from what most people assume would :
3 (would you believe ubere Fu reactioni to our own ‘‘fear :

e phrey?), to an ultra-leftist organization
“busily “badmouthing™ the country.

R faule. We didn’t want to push our-
’ sclves on anyone; we've always had the
policy of refraining from public altar
E « aalls, "public invitations to join ‘any-
] thing, and public collections. We have
i3 always made it plain we do not wish to
% o “cram our religion down anyonc’s
E . throat” and have plainly stated our
J © . conviction that “none CAN come,to the
b Son except the Spirit of the Father
© _draw him.” °

.

--£ " Sull, chough we only tricd to avoid

the “hard-sell” evangelistic appcarance

E . — the sanctimonious” “Won't you

' come to the Lord, right now .. ."” pitch

' or the “churchified” flavor of the usual

N " run of radio and TV evangelism — we

’ caused a fair amount of confusion to
CXist over just who and what, we arc'

None of the apparent “secretive” na-

ture of the Worldwide Church of God '

was deired by any of us — it just
scemed’to “happen” as 3" result of a
cumulative series of conditions and cir-
cumstances. “Like Topsy, it *‘just

growed.”
\ "

Perhaps it was partially our own

syndrome’’? Perhaps a little

"bit of both — but whatever

it is, we don't want to bring
it on ourselves!

" by Gagner Ted Armstrong

Now ail of that is, vcry mpndly

_changing!

“Striking the Righe
Balance .

One thing is sure. You have no
difficulty finding a label for other reli-
gloua progra.ma "ldgdll"cs or
churches! They arc what they are —
and by the time you've listened for a
whole 30 seconds, you KNow what

> they “are. *

The evangelist who comes on the

TV screen, saying, in a slight wremulo,

“Surely is a blessing to be here with
you ChriStian brethren to talk about
the Lord.. " will never have s dis-
claimer put on’the screen by the local

station which says, “The opi_ni:?(‘sé
pressed on the following progrim do

" .long, animated and deeply heartfcle

be correct, that some stations feel we
must be “disclaimed” when we speak. .
the truth. -
Now by propcrlv Jeemg what has
been a litdde bit of a “fear syndrome”
on our part, and by capturing that right %
balance between not being “ashamed of
the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power
of God unto salvation”- (Rom. 1:16), S B
and the overdone, “hard-sell” flavor of §
the wo;ld we can alleviaie a great deal
of confusion, wondcrmcnt and per+ -
secution.
My 'father and 1 have recendy had

sare” both compldeely confident and

thoroughly enthudidstic that God s

leading His Church to finish His Work

more cffectively by a° dccpcr undete

standmg of some of these matrcrs .

talks on these an% other subjects. We

4Our “Fear Syndrome"

I think many of our gast syndromes - ”
I'm going to talk ab @ this article '
began back in the vedY carliest vears of .
Ambassador College ‘when we we . .
being actively pegsecuted by one pzﬁn ' '
ticulai man and a few associateg, some -
of whom were formcr Ambassador Col-

e
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and later the bu

2
lege students turned sour. Ar least
partly as a result of their activities —
handing out and almost forcing acqus-
ing literature on. members, etc., and
their threats — we began dcvclop a
“fear syndrome.”

Visitors on campus were oftentimes

looked upon with suspicion. All that
had to occur was for a stranger to
appmr and we began to get what I call

“spooky” (fearfully suspicious) look.

,And often, as a result of our reaction,

we were a lot less than friendly to

" people who were just honestly inter-
‘ested in God’s truth and came here for

no other reason than to learn about i it,
If an “outsider” suddenly appearcd
at the Feast of Tabegnacles (cspccxally if
he wore a black bushy beard, drove a
strange-looking car,

the parking lot), a sccurity system”
we had developed took care of him.
We had our dcacons and parkmg su-
perintendents out’ to “spot” such po.
“troublemakers.” Then thcy
would rush a minister, ‘or several of
them, to the arca to try to deal with
the “problem.” ‘

As a rosult we used to turn off “out-

. siders” ratherregulacly — in all pares of

the Work? In some cases we still do,
without meaning to or realizing it

Mr. Portunc’s Experience

Mr. Albert Portune told me how he
came to Pasadena one Sunday years
ago, scarching for Ambassador College.
Nobody in Pasadena, it seemed, knew
where it was, and Mr. Portunc was

preay frustrated. He had already writ-*

ten four times wanting to be baptized,
but nobody ever bothered to answer
him. (We were 2 little incfficient in
those days. When Mr. Pogtune took
over management of the mailing office
uginess office, he had a
personal reason Aot  wanting it to be-
come cflicient!) _ A
Finally he did find the campus, but
there was almost nobody around at the
time. He walked in the back door of

- the old’ print shop (now the Library -

Anncx) and found onc student bend-

ing over a font of type. Mr. Portunc’

asked, “Is thus Ambassador éollcgc,?"
Tht student looked ‘up ‘and saw a

S

r walked about..
- handing out little tracts or gathering
knots of individuals about himsclf in i

Sk
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stranger — a perséh he didn’t know! —
and got that “spooky” look.

“Yeah, it’'s Ambassador College.”

*Well, 'm here to talk to somcbody
about "baptism.”

“Oh, .well, er, ah, let’s se¢. . .,
hemmed and hawed.

Mr. Portune inquired, “Well, you 4o
have ministers? You do havé church
services, don’t you?”

“Well, yeah, ah, as a matter of fact
what we have is just a college chapel
service — that’s what we actually have

” hC

when you get right down to it.” That -
vwas our standard answer in thesc days.

t
“Well, can 1 atucnd"’

Then followed some more coﬁvcrsa
tion which | gan’crecall, and finally the
student sa:d
check with somc"body But somehow
Mr. Portune finally got to attend. That,
following Sabbath he was baptized in
the baptismal pool at the college.

I think this fairly. well epitomizes

“I'm not sure, . better |
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gion” that | feel glagues the Church,in

" general today.

It has been reinforced by the fact
that we meet in rented halls, often-
times without outside identifying char-

© acteristics or signs.
downtown office buildings, American

. Legion halls, Women's Clubs, Elks or -

Moose lodges, YMCA, ¥ WCA, or per-
haps high school auditoriums or civic
audicoriums. Our ministers’ names are
not listed in telephone dirccrories, and
the Church is not ‘identified in the
yellow pages,’ nor is it ever identified or
~ advertised in the Saturday chujch page
in the local newspapers. :
Unless I am .mistaken, it has been
the “geherally understood” policy that
before 2 membet may fecl free to invite
asaclative, neightbor, fn&nd or casual
bsiness acquaintancé to hear his min-

ister preach on the Sabbath, he is

, expected to get “clearance” from the
minister, explaining whether or nat the

what was happening 3nd hdw we d&® person is familiar or conversant with

. voloped what’ J call 2 “'shame- faar syn-

drome.” Wejust ‘weren't really being
what we were. We became more or less
ashgmed without meaning to be

?amcd "and’ it has carried over cvcn

til today » . l .
che

Ministers have told me that
longer 2 member is in the Church the
more closemouthed he tends to be-
come about his religion, whereasin the
first tew months many arg not close-
mouthed at-all, sometimes making a
lot of mistakes and turning off some of
their triends and relatives because they

. were overly enthusiastic  about the

truth.

Try t Find Us  «
— If You Can!

.

I'temember being part and parcci of -

~ this mood or this syndromc at the

time. | )trongly suspected in years past
that some of our enemics would liter-

various brangfics of the Work and lacal
congrcgauo
 To some measure, of course, some of

pus, and (’E they would infiltrate

* ally try to “infiltrate” the college cam-

these apprehensions were valid. The

unfortunate part is that in MOST cases
they were in error and ‘that the “spin-.
off’ from these apprehensions resulted
in largc degree o the "shamc of rcli-

what will be taught, whether the per-
son knows about the Sabbath, what the
pcrson ’s approach and attitude is, etc.

Apparently all of this was to cnsurc'

tiat we did not, under any circum-
stinces,’
during a Sabbath scrvice, such as an
audible challenge from someonc in the
crowd. But becausc of this “‘syn-

dromg¢,” many people have turned away -

their own loved: ones, their pown fam-

_ ilies and mates. A husband would ask

his wife, “May I go o churche with
yOu)" and she would say, “Oh, no, you
can’t unless you get clearance through
my minister.X And so it makes most

husbands angry to be told, in essence,
. that they are not welcome where their

wives arc’ going on the Sabbath.
There have been many cases where
our own spiritual brothers and sisters

on the way hpme from the Feast of .

Tabernicles have thougly “I'd like to
* stop over the Sabbath here in Tucson

(or there in Buffalo, or some other -
place) and worship with the local-

members of God’s Church.” Buc they
-didn’t have the “combination” — the
“secret” address of the mecting hall.
They could not have found who or
where the minister was or where God's
people are mecting to.save their life!
Even my father couldn’t have found

They may be

CXPCIICHCC any disturbances .
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I them unless he first obtamcd thc .infor- -

mation from the.

Letting Oursefves B¢ Known

As you probably. know by niow, all
that is changing. We will be listing the
“Worldwide Church of God” in’'phon¢

directorics of those cities where we . .

have churches, using our {toll-frec”
number in Pasadena so thag anyone
may call for any information he may

" desiresabour the Church:

I was amazed when Mr Dean Wil-

son told me that he felt so bad when -

his name and the namc, of the Canadian
office somehow got in the tcfephonc
book. The telephone people just put it

. there ‘without asking him and he didn’t

have the heart to change it. That hap-
pened cleven years ago. In those years,
he has had hundred$ of telephone calls,
many of ‘which resulted in people be-
coming members of the Church. Only
four calls were of a cthreatening®nacure.
(Each of those was from a spouse.of a
member who would have known his
telephoné number. anyway.) . .

" Ost lady called long distance about
3:00 am. She thought she had com-
mitted the unpardonable sin and was
going to commit suicide: -Mr. Wilson
was able to talk to her and convince
her she had not commitged the un-
pardonablc sin, then later he talked to
her husband. Both arc. now strong
members of the Church,

I can only guess at how many thou-
sands of people over the years have
tried to reach us late at night and have
not beens able, simply because they
couldn’t find the number!

The *clandestine ™ sect’™ as  some
newspapers and  magazines have de-
scribed us, is. to a large-extent, what we
really have appcartd 1 be, because, we
don't intend 1o proselyse. We don’t want
to say, “World come in. World wel-

" come. (,omc in and worshlp with us!”

But we hAvc needed to strike 2 balance
.spmew hége. in”thie: mnddlc to make sure
those little ones who. are Tooking for us
can find us! .

"During the tampaugn in Richmond,
Virginia, a nice looking young ‘man

_ with a big friendly grin and his' hand™

stuck- dut came backstage to meet me.
He was the local pagtor of a church of
onc of the well-known denominations.
We talked a bit and he said, *“I am glad

a

v

’ L .
’ L ' 3 »
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. you arc hcrc l havc broubht onc hun
cadquarters files! . -

“dred of my pcoplc along with me.” He
sat right in the front row questioning,

'listening, taking notes, an’ open look

on his face, just wanting to know!
Maybe he will become a'member of

"God’s Church sometime soon. Afid

maybe a few thousand other members

" of 'his denomination will too, one ‘of

these days There is no reason why they
can’t, is there — if God is calling
them? I mean, is belonging to a false
church committing the unpardonable
sin? Is 2 member of any denomination
an ‘“‘untouchable’’? Many of us be-
"longed to other churches before, didn’t
we?

Let Your Light Shine

~  Personally, 1 have been very un:
abashed and unashamed to urge people
a1 my acquaintance — including
strangers that | meet as I travel here
and there — to’come into contact with
God’s Work. | try to ensure they un-

derstand that thcy can see the television |

program, listen to the radio program,
read The PLAIN TRUTH — and 1 rell
them where and how! Of course, 1
never hard scll my religion — but sim-
“ply and in a friendly manner make it a
part of the (onversation.

If cach member of the Church in
their contacts with people in the world
felt a virtual spiritual responsibility to
occasionally wax a little bit excited —
in a simple, friendly, casual manner —
about the worldwide Work of which
he or she 1s & part, how many more

people might be added o The PLAIN

- TRUTH mailing hygt, or become histeners

to the radio program or viewers of the
television program! .

If we cach made this a2 virtual
“drive,” realizing we arg not ashamed
ofjcsu?‘ffhgist ot of His way of life or
His true religion, what a difference it

could make to our Jocal chiypches, oug .
teen-agers, and even our entire world-

wide commission! . .
That we arc not trying o cram
Gdd's wruth déwn anyonc’s throat,”
that we are not trying to prosclyte in
the world's scnsc, must be remembered,

.

_“But we nced not go to the opposite
' burying our .
- talents, covering our light (Matt. 5:14-

‘extreme of “hiding out,”

16), being 4ashamed and wishdrawing
into monosyllables and barest. mytcer-

%

3

k}

ings’ when we are arked about religious
- macters. I'm sure I Peter 3:15 comes

immediately to our nfinds: “But sang-
tify the Lord God, in your he
be ready always to give an answer to
every .man tha -asketh .you a reason’ of
the™hopé that s in you with mcckncss
and fear.,” . '

Now I am going to have to rely on
the individual intelligence of everyone
reading this article NOT to leap to some
completely ridiculous’ assumpnon that
Garner Ted Armstrong is going *“off
his rocker” and is advocating some ut-
terly unbiblical program of knocking
on doors and forcing rcligious litcra-
ture on people like one particular

- church does today..I do nat mean to

remotely imp?y\tbix 7 So PLEASE — let’s

* understand, and find the right balancc )

which is of God!

"As you probably know, we havc
“freed up”* our policy on inviting new
people to church, as decided by my
father in' counsel with 2ll the Head-
quarters Evangelists. With the World-
wide Church of God now becoming
very well known through’our own ra-

“dio-TW programs:and personal appear-

ance campaigns we are getging
numcrous ll'lL]UIl'le fmm ncw PCOPlC
wanting to attend church. My father

» stated at the "Headquarters Ministerial’
“+Conference this last January that we

should make all who want to attend
WELCOME, cven if their interest is only
casual.
What This Will Do for
“xhe Church

“In the past, some of us may have
tended to misintgrpret or misapply the
scriptural command “to have no fel-
lowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness.” This docs not mean to go to
the extreme of virtually shunning ‘even

" casual conversation with. people in the

world. There's a vast difference between’
~fellowship,” which. involves going
“back and forch in partying, double dat-
ing, joining civic organizations and
clubs, or attending their churches, and
simply being a friendly, vital, lively and-
interesting conversationalist  with
people you come in conwact with in
your daily life.

When you are in_ gupgrmarkets,
drugstores, restaurants, motels, ctc.,
you inevitably come in qmt_act with

|
Vooa oa?
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" feel; can-become an’ important way in”

“tant area for redl exposure for the total’
.. Work of God in this end-time genera-

tig‘n as .2 result’ of this worldwide:. in-cach man’s lunch pail at work, and is .
“shame syndrome” that seems to'rci;n\j; not.afraid*to be. scen reading ‘it

. ténd to shy away from anything that

_vtelevision and radio programs — that

- 53,000 individual baptized members. Is

40 ) , : .. GOOD NEWS

other people. These casual contacts, I -
along the latest PLAIN TRUTH maga-
zine on the -automobile seat in hope
that perhaps he (or she) may show it
casually - to" others? Is The
TRUTH, or perhaps one of our booklets,

“which this Church can GrOWw!
‘T'feel wé are’ missing 4 very impor- -

in.the Church.

Arc we REALLY ashimed of the truth’
of God? Are we ashamed of the: fact -
_ that we obscrve Passover, go 1o church
on the Sabbath, keep the Feast of Tab-
ernacles, or send our tithes to Head-
quarters’ Now I'm sure our answer is,
“Absolutely not!””” Yet, some of our pes-
tures in life make it APPEAR as (hough
we are, indeed, ashamed.

Remembgr, Jesus did say that if any-
.one is ashamed of Him, He, Jesus, will
be ashamed of that person at His com-
ing! (Mark 8:38;, Luke 9:26)

Let’s puc it this way, brethgen: Are
.we PROUD — in a sense of being thank-
ful, grateful, and unashamed (nor in the
sense of being prideful, lifted up, or
filled with vanity) — of our Savior, of
our religion, of our ministers and of
our church? .

Because churches of the world have

“misappropriated the name of Jesus
Christ, and talk glibly about how they
love the Lord and the Lord loves them,
arid “Bless you, Jesus” and “Oh! what _
,Hc has done for. me,” we as a church

during lunch and not ashamed to talk
to people about ir?

Remembet, 1'am not talking about
being _like ‘the denomination- whose.
only purposc in life is to prosclyte for
their church. I'm talking about just
being open about who we are and what
we do, Our ministers, for example,

* who- have been carrying identification
cards that say, “Ambassador College
Representative™ are’ now going to be
identified as “Worldwide Church of
God, Minister.” .

Giving Our Teen-agers

. a Chance

Take a look at our teen-agers: Qur
“shame” of rcligion is far more in-
tensificd among the teen-agers of the
Church. Why? As a direct resulé, 1 feel,
of a subdued, or subliminal, or con-
gealed shame on the part of the average
church members.

But just give them 2 chance as we
did at “the recent campaign!

Thc teen-agers: weres the ushers in
Richmond. | talked to them 4ftcrward
and they were on “cloud nine™ just
because they were so excited to 'be able
€0 serve — just to have a part i some-

. thing that was going on!

The kids ‘in the Church want to be
involved They want fo belp! Just imag-
inc the etfect 1t would have if our teen-
agers could tell their teen-age buddics
to come to these campaigns and the
follow-up Bible studxcs and even to
church! :

Great Growth Ahcad

smacks of such- — and rightly so. But if s
cach member can feel free simply o tell
people about The PLAIN TRUTH, the

he (or she) is proud of and pleased
with them — and cven about ceruip
aspects of his (or her) own whay of life,
and blessings, and personal triumphs,
this entire syndrome of fear, shame,
closcmouthed and clandestipe exclu-
siveness will be cndcd — with dramatt(
results!

Think of it this way. We have over
70,000 attending church every Sabbath,
of which over half are adults — over |

“appearances, | have spoken to a cu-
mulauve, audicnce of upwands of onc
hundred thousand people. Each time |
introduce the local pastor. | have sad
somcthing hike, “This 15 -so-and-so,
with whdm | used to_play collcge bas-
‘ketball Hc's a good guy and he’s not
‘going to hurt you, and he's the pastor
of the Worldwide Church of God
. right in this city.” Meanwhile, all of

every single one of our homes a micro-
cosm -of the Headquarters of Go's
Work inathat right there conveniently
laid our for guests, relatives or neigh-
bors to sec is the current Rumber of
The PLaiN TRUTH and some of our
most colorful .and . readable booklects?

.

Does each member who works carry .~ our . counselors .and ushers

PLAIN ..

‘the Churc®, -The PLAIN TRUIH,
~booklets. Then flashed on the screen

Aiready in these weckend ‘personal ©  others. And

scurry
around handing out ‘cards with his
phone number to.all who want them:
" Many people are interestéd and have

responded to this. After the very first
meeting down in New Orleans, for’

example, 20. people’. responded ‘with
telephone calls. A large number of fam-

ilies voiced an interest in wanting to
attend our church regularly, and 150
. additional people actually did begin to

atrend the very first follow-up lecture.

- You .may say that's very small. Per-

haps it.is, but 15 or 20 years ago an
intensive campaign going painstak-
ingly through many doctrines and
prophecies six nights 2 week for six
weeks added no more than twd hun-
dred. Now we are having the cumula-

- tive fruits of campaign after campaign. '

We ar¢ planning to run as TV spe-
cials this summer, several tapes of ac-
tual mectings and sermons 10 our.

crsonal appearance campangns Each
will last one hour, into which we will

insert two’ different three-minute spor

“commercials” showing cthe college,

will be the 800" toH-trec- number di-
rect to Pasadena which our vicwers can
Cz“ to rckclvf ‘ur(hcf ln'()rf‘nl(l()[.\
request literature . or recerve whzuvcr

- help we can give -

c are going to put these ecrady on
dfing pnme ume, three nights one
after another and incbude several mes.
sages about wriing tor vanous book
fets. We hope to put them_on in many
smaller cities o0, not just the big ones

© — and later go to those Lrticy un per

son. And so | expect a temendous
response Yfrom all thas!

We are also planming 2 senies of
personal appearances by M. Albert
Portune, Mr. Ron Dart, Mr. Charles
Hunting, Mr Howird Clark, e Chine
Zimmerman, Mr Dean Wibon. and
they're all very exated
about the prospects Ot course, because
they have not had the previous public
exposure Ihave, and budgetary hmita-

tions prevent an extensive advertlsing -

campaign prior to the mectings,” we

will not anticipate the sie of audicnces,

to be as large as those that 1 have been

“privileged to - speak betore

M¢. Wilson can go to places an Can-
 (Comtsnwed om page 30)
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" The: office munager for God s Work in the Ph:hppmos hox o

_ - fi led this encouraging report on the growth of the Work in* R

. K land rockod by rocen' drcm:mq polmcal chody coe T e

Manila, Phdippines . .
NEW sodcty 15 developing 1n
Southecast Asia
tos of the Philippines, in declar-

Tang martal law last Sepiember 21,
cchanges which |
- most of this nauon’s 38 million people

mtroduced  sweeping
telt were badle needed  Prior o this
drastc step. the Philippines was, to usc the
words of Mr Marcos, * "
In the tormer politcal chimate, the

“a sk socicty

“Commumst cause was making head-

way An osumated 80 10 83 percent of
Cthe manon’s wealth was controlled by
about 100 tamihics, whose business 1.
terests reached arvund the country
the  Phihppines s the
country 1in the whole
Asia

Eighty hve percent protess -the Ro-
man Catholic tathy with the remaining
l\ pereent divided between  vanving
U Protesuant groups and Mushms How-
ever, tehigion obviously has not ,pm
duced the country’s
mountung problems

Something needed to be donc and’
Prasident Marcos condluded that mar
tal law was the only constitutional

Tronraalhy

only “Christian™

the answer to

medns lett to enact a “dembrauc revo-

betore a bloody rcvuluuon en-
gullcd the country!

It 1 ndt the purpose of rhls’ artcle
to claborate on’ what has beéen accom-
_plished. or 1o condone or 'dxsapprovc
the new torm of government, but the
nation does appear to be in mudx bet-
ter shape than 1t ‘'was before.” More re-

lution™

forms have been accomplished in the.

few months since martial law than in

23 years of American-style democracy.
I would like to add that -the work of

Gud'’s Church.in the Philippines was

President Mar. -

o by qulh Adou L

affected by .the imposition of martial
law — but mose about that lalcr )

History of the Work Hcrc

A few Prain Tre m MUARAZINCY WETC

being sent into the countiy 1n the carly’

htues by dycdt subs«npuun
Mr Pedro Orsiguero was appointed

representative ot Ambassador College

N 19601 and was instrumen'tal in build
ing the imual growth of the Church
(Today Mt Orugucto s tull-ume
preaching clder=tr the . Worldwide
Church ot Gpd and pastors the Urda-
netascongregation i Northern- Luzon,
in addition 1o helping i the mimistry
throughout the Philippines ) o

In 1962 an othce was established to

. handle the growing response to The

Prain Trurn - - Makau, 2 modern
commeraal center in the Greater Ma-
nila area, being chasen as the siee Fili-
pinos God kad alled were
chosen 10 sutt” the office under the
supcrvision  at hrst of Mr.. Gerald
Waterhouse and later of Mr. Guy
Amcs

In the carly years, ads were run in

whom

the Philippint Free Press and in the -

Asian cdition bf Reader’s Digest, ‘caus-
ing the mailing list to grow rapidly

and stcadily. The Filipino people’s love -

for cducation showed itself in the huge
responses we received. The PLAIN
TRUTH and the booklets requested

were (and sdll’ are) supplied to the .

Manila office by our printing plant in
Sydncy, Australia.

Fortunarely, the Philippines is vcry
familiar with the English language due
to United States presence since 1898.
Because of cthis, The WORLD TOMOR-

* contnbutors rose steadily,

«

ROW hmadg'zst i widely understood. in
contrast to the situation sn mose other
Asun’ countrics. - Afong  with wome
“smaller stattons lhmughnu( the 1slands -
God opened up the large $0-thousand-
“watt stanon DZAQ th Quezon Ciey
~which virtually blanketed the pation

Most ot the Work in‘the Philippines
had 10 'be supported financually from
Pasadena” The number of Philippine
vet because
ot the lower standard of living ahd
s widespread  povergy, the income was
\never enough to cover the cost of op-
erations.

In - February 1970 the Philipping
Government Hoated the peso and the
subsequent rise in the peso/dollar rate
cnabled cachedollar to adcomplish more
than before. Then suddenly the finan-
cial condition of the Work at Head-
quarters no longeér permitted the
sending of so many dollars to support
the Philippine office,

It loukcd like we would have to
close up the office and cease all opera-
tions. But thg Filipino co-workers and
members rallied and showed that their
hearts were’ really in this important
commission,

After carcful study it was decided
not to close up the office after all, but
“to transfer most of the workload to our
Sydney office. Filipino listeners were
told to address their. letiers to Austra-
lia. Only enough work was left to keep
the Manila office functioning. This way
the limited Philippine income was able
to cover our expenscs.

Growth Beginis Again
" Becayse of the cutback, the office
was moved to smaller premises in the

. v
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same buildiag tt looked as if the days
“of growth in thePhalippine Work had
cceased tor good. - Bue the Filipino
people continued to support God’s
" Work; and even sucreised cheir support!

. was found that our new smaller

premises were now feo small! There was
in urgent need o find larger office

sp.uc B .

In N()vr:mbcr 1970 God opened upﬂ
to us an office section in.the T. Davies
& Co. 1Far Easty Building on Buendia '

- Avenue, Makati, just ive minutes walk

from “our old premises! Now we had

. the extra room to ‘handle the steady -
. increase we were receiving. Since then

we have cxpandcd again and now oc-
cupy two morc suites on ‘the same
floor.

By March 1971 we were able to
- transfer most of the mailing and litera-

ture requests back from Sydney. (Only

the larger facets of the Work, like the.

magaziné mailing lists, remained in
Sydncy where 1BM computers were
able to handle them more etticiently.)
Our radis programs- reverted to car-

“rying our lowal box number instead of

the Austrahian number Extra othice em-

plovees ware added to dpe with the

GOOD NEWS

letter increase. Today we employ ﬁ
teen _in the. Manila office.

Tclcvnslon Begins.

On May 8, 1971 DZAQ Chmncl 2

tel€yision, secen throughout Luzon,

- opened up to The WORLD TOMORROW:
program, which was airéd ~at 10:30.¢

every Saturday night when Channel 2°

- was on schedule, burt frcqucutly started -

late. Aftér complaints from us, the sta-
tion agreed to make amends by re-

- playing our program free at 2 morning .
“time of our choice dny day Sunday

through Friday. So a second showing
on Sunday m{)rning 46710:30 wis cho-
sen to give those who missed: the first
showing ‘an opportunity. to scc it.

To help promarte the television pro- -

gram, small adverusemencs were placed
monthly in the Manila Times, directing
the attention of the public to the tele-

~east and ottening many ot our booklets

connected with the programs The re-
sults were encouraging, and many Fili-*

. pinos “came anto contace- with God's

Work tor the first tume Schools, col-
leges and public service agenaes re-
quested vur booklets on crime,
munjuana . and tamine tor therr educa-

Gonal cootses

- . . Apriljunc 1978

“The Effects ‘of Martial Law

Then suddealy, in late 1972, the un-
expected happened. As mentioned -car-
lier, martial law was declared. It seemed
like: God’s Work would come w0 a

. hale. Al media (newspapers, maga- -
“zines, radro and tclcvuamn) were closed

down. Onlv a ‘government-owned .
-newspaper was allowed. to continuce, to
serve as a vehicle’ and mouthpmc of
the government.

‘A néw department under the Prw

-dent was created, . the Dcpartmcm of |

Public. Information (DPI), "with Presi-
dent . Marcos™ former Press -Secretary
scrving as its head. It was given tull

. _control of all media. No radio or tele-
. vision station. could function without

its permission. No newspaper, or other
publication could be distribured with-
out first being cleared with -the DPI

As soon as this information reached @

us, we halted the distribution ot The

PLAIN, TRUTH. At first it looked hike .

we. would have a long wait for Jcar-
-ance. Many publishers were “waiting 1n
line” for their own clearance  Bur,
thanks to God's intervention, othaials'
familiarity with our publications, and
Mr. Armstrong’s visit  tal President
Marcos back in 1970, we were able
get quick approval to continue ’
So The PLAIN TRUTH and our book-
lets began to be distnibuted as betore T
had only beep a matter of two or thive
days since we had haleed distnbution’
Wich martial law we had- also L\'»%l
our radio outlets. The few stations chat
returned to the air were Very cxpensine
(Flowever, again we quickly recened
speaal dearance to resume broad
casting By November 6 we wete back
on tive provindal stations, and on wo
Manila stauons by January We e
now on a total ot eight
“But our troubles were not over
Xith marual law the President e
tormied the tax system The Rcln,.;mu\
Act ot 1916, permitting importation ut

relyious literature tax "tree, wass

srapped and a revised tax code st up
Now we taced two tax problems Both
the Customs Othee and. the Inwernal

Ambaisudor Colleye Photo .

OFFICE MANAGER -— Mr. Cohn
Adarr, director of God’s Work in
tthe Philippines, is shown . at his
desk in the Manila Office.

» .
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Revenue Department imposed taxes on
all imported goods.

With the Customs Office we were © -

able to obrain clearance through one ot

.their sections allowing r¢ligious mate-

rial in tax free One problem was

"solved’ But- the Internal' Revenue De-

pamment had 2 wx *Com-
pensaring Tax
.were faced with a possible payment of
PO00G to P13,000 ($2,000) on every
shipment ot The PrLain TruTH and
other litcrature  from Sydney, which
our budget could never stand, and that
our only rccoursewas 4 direct appealw
the Presidesrt through the Nauonal
Economic Development Authonts
(NEDA) So just betore T lett tor the
Hudquartcr\ Minitenal Conterence in
lanuan I osent g letter explamning
exactly’ what we are and how we oper
atc )
Since then we have tound that be-

called

tane the magannes are already  ad-
dressed betore they arnive. 10 the
Phnllppmcs und the boaklets are impor-
ted tor the same subscribers, they are
not m(cgtm/cdl as bulk printed macter,
and are’ tree trom the ‘Compensating
Tax™ God again Showed  us
who 1y 10 charge ot this Work'”™

JIn the meanume our appeal tor
complete tax exempt status was ap-
proved by NFDA and torwarded o the

'lurl»

Présidental Economie St (PES)Y tor”

turther study and actton. So as of mid-
Apnl we are sull waiung to s it we
will be able to bring in other itens,
suth as used dothing. without the tax
But it 1s now only a mmor problem’

Growth of Churches

“Today we have two churches in Lu-
con, the mam sland, and six smaller
groups in Mindanao These latter were
groups that- athluted themselves with
us atter being part of the
Church of God .

“Sardis”

regulir instruction”and guidance trom
Manila in conducang their  services.
They are in every way a part of thc
Church.

The Manila Church was cs(ubhshqd
in 1965 by Mr Arthur Docken, when
the truit ot the breadcasting and adver-
tising began to be harvested Over 450

people now meet every Sabbath and-

steady growth is tontinuing.

Cemem e

. -

" At first we thought we -

s

The leaders of these
. Broups are converted men and receive

" bimonthly Bible study in Naga City, .

two.

GOOD NEWS

The Urdaneta Church in Central Lu-
zon, pastored by Mr. Pedro Ortigucro,
has over 120 in regular attendance and
is also growing steadily.

Last year we established
monthly Bible studies in the cities of
Cebu and Hoilo, south of Luzon in the
Visayan Islands. Their growth poten-
tial is very good. We are also starting 2

southeast of Mantla, which we hope
will become. a full church in a year or

) N
Last vear nearly 2,000 brethren kept
the Feast of Tabernacles at three sites
— Baguio City in Luzon (the main

sitc) and Don Carlos and Mmlklnng in

Mindanao.

two.

,

Current Emergencies

The brethren’s - main problem
throughout the Philippines is still. the
soaring cost of living and a low basic
standard of living. Though marcial law
has helped to stabilize prices. prime
commeditics arc very expensive,

To add o this, a verv severe drought
afflicting Mindanao has affected our
people there. 'With the land dried up,
crops and money lost, and even wells
and other water supplies failing, many
would right now be in starving condi-
tion but fot emergency aid rushed from
Manila and from Headquarters.

Here is a portion of a letter from

(Continued” ot page 30)
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Why aren’t God’s ministers
performing
public miracles today? Is it
because of a lack of faith?

Is the whole Church just too

weak, spiritvally speaking?

It's time we understand the

principles set forth in thls
.article. . -

by Charles F. Hunting
" ond Jim ‘Carnochan

OLES it trouble you that ministers
of God's Church arQJnot per-
forming the same kind of mira-

cles today that were done during the
time of Christ and the apostles?
Tens of thousands are members in
the same Church of God today. Yev we
do not sce the hlind receive their sighe,
nor the dumb voice their first words in

‘the same way that sometimes occurred

in the carliest New Testament Church.
~ This, of course, is not to say that

many arc not, being healed privately.
somcumcs gradually, all the time. For

: l?aily Miracles

Jesus Christ promised His tyue minis-

ters power to perform the miracle of

Mark 16:18: “They shall lay hands on
the sick, and they shall recover.” This

* kind of mifacle has been and is being
repeated thousands ‘of times, for the » Luke

~

{

spectacular

- ’

benefit of thousands of people around

the world! + .,

Today's miracles of'{hcali‘hg arc ~
being performed not by ydramatic de- |

cree of a healing “prophet” — but
according to thc command of James
5:14-193.

“Is anv sick among you? Let him
them pray over him, anointing him
frhroil in the name ot the Lord. And
:&ﬂ;mwr of fauth shall save the s}ck."
These healings are God's response to
our request and our faith (Mace. 9:22,

. 29).

But how many of the hundreds of
healing mxm{'lcs which God is per-
forming daily among our mcmbers,
Co-workerhand others do we ever hear
about’ We hear mainly about those in
our local church areas whom we know.

Muark 101718 some
other nuracles that Chnst promised
would accompany the preaching of che
gospel Nouce, hoyever, that not every
sign mentioned
every church 4ge. Nor were  these
words given as commands; not the im-
peral¥e vowe, but the simple future
indicative 1s used. (It onc whom Christ
has sefc accsdentally takes up a poi-
sonous snake. as in Acts (28:3-3, or
accidentally  drinks  something  poi-
sonous, it need not harm him. But
those who deliberately handle snakes or
drink poison are tempting God and
have no promisc of protection! — see
112)

CNUMCTAeS

s been prominent in

In accordance with Mark 16:17, de-
mons are being/cast out today. And

many other miraculous’ occurrences
transpirc in the daily lives and experi-
ences of God’s ministers, and in open-
ing doors for the furtherance of the

+ Work! But they aré not the spectacular

type of miracle that the ‘world must

. ¢ P
call for the clders of the church; anddeg™™ take note of. God’s miracles today are

the kind which go wnnoticed by the
general public.

Why? We will shortly see an impor-

fant rcason.

Regardless of all the miraculous

healings taking place in the Church, | .

many ‘of our deaf, blind, lame and
otherwisc handicapped people have pot
been u)mplctclv madc well. A look
back in history will hclp us to under-
stand why.

" Moses Worked Great Miracles

Moses performed tremendoys muna-
cles by the power of God When
Moses requested a miracle, he expected
and got an immediate answer

He rclied on God to open up the
Red Sca in the face of the pursuing
Egyptian army. Moscey never torgot that
, his stafl became a scrpent, that his hand -
" bécame leprous and was healed agin ac
will. Nor had he forgotten the phgun
of trogs, flies, locusts and lice in Egypt-
Hc remembered the river of Blood and
the dreadful destruction of all the first-

" born Egyptians on the first Passover

night — all pubjic misacley of (hc first
magnitude! . .
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" As aresult, Moses had great faith.
But was Moscs able to produce im-
“'mediate spectacular displays of miracu-
lous power — a1 any time? Did you
know that cven Moses did not always
- reccive instang answers o his praycrs>

Sonfctimes his rcq
granted. .
As recounted in Numbcrs 12, God

€S were not

struck Miriam with® leprosy bccausc she

publicly campaigned against Moses' au-
thority.  Moses  immediately plczdcd
with God to heal his sisger thenand

there And why not? Read in vesses 6 -

through 8. how dose Moses was to
God Moses had often-asked for and
reccived immediate action. But not this
time' Even though she had begun to

repent, Minam had o live with her-
leprosy for seven days — (o teach her a
lesson. . . :

The Miracie’ Work of

<

* Elijah ¥~ R

Look at thé example of,Elijah. Elllah
" challenged the four hundred and %ifty
prophets of .Baal before all Isracl to
prove the Efernal was the truc God.

*. Those false prophets danced, cried and

mutilated themselves in vain attempys
to make their god answer their request.

Then as sunsct drew on, Elijah con-
fidently constructed a stone alaar for a
sacrifice to his God. To add insult (0

“their injury, he not only soiked the
flesh of his sacrificc with gallons of

water, but also flooded the area around

- the altar undil it was practically swim-

SE

~

< ming. Then in sight of the whole mul- -

titude he calmly stood before his alear

and in less rhan a half-minute prayer ’

isked God to show Isracl who is God.
Immecdiately 2 brilliant bole of fire

“hissed down out of the sky and con-

sumed his sacrifice in a flash of steam

-and smoke! It devoured the rock alear

and licked up every drop of water. That
indced was a spectacular miracle”
But look at what Whappendd 25 2
result. When King Ahab told ‘his wife
)czcbcl how Elyah ~had slain all the
prophc(s of Baal, she was livid with
anger. She swore to kil Elyah by che
following day (I Kings 19:1-¢). -
Then, n stirk terror, Elijah fled all
the way 't Mount Sinai, (;odopcr
formmg addivonal muracles to help
him get' there But why dido'c Elijah

i snmplv rely upon God 1o protect hime

‘where he was? Why did he flee for his
life?
)1mply because hc saw no need for

- such miracles for the furtherance of the
Work of God . .

Paul's ™

The Apostle Paul was no stranger to
divine intewvention His prayers "were.
answered many times as he carried out,
God's Work_ But Paul* was aboard a
sailing ship in" a rerritying tempest,
mercilessly  rossed,  buffeted and
pounded by, foaming waves for 2 full
foustéen days “and nighes without res-t
pite (Acts 27).

If ever Paul should have stood up

‘Failures™

o

and stilled the waves; this was the time.

No doubt he wished he could. Perhaps.

he tried his best to do so. But he and
his companions simply had 1o “tough
it out” dll chankfully the ship ran
aground. There was no pbviows miracle
in the whole drama.

Paul's faith did heal a serpent’s bite

(Acts 28:3-6). but we are told in
Il Corinthians 12:7-10 that God never
healed Paul's “thorn in the flesh.” a
physical infirmity which he besought
God rthree times to remove.

Paul had to leave an assistartt named
Trophimus behind, sick' and unhealed,
at Milgcum (11 Fim. 4:20). Papb told

Txmothv to take 2 little wine for his

stomach’s sakc and his frequent in-
ﬁimmo *1 ”Txm $:23). Epaphroduus
necarly . died of an ailment at Rome
(Phil. 2:25.27).

Why weren't they all instantly
healed? Why weren’t dramatic miracles
performed? Was it because of a lack of
faith’ We are told thac Timothy was
onc of the few men who was truly
faithful (Phil. 2:20) — vet he appar-
ently was not healed of his infirmitics!

The writings of Old Testament

-prophets record almost no miracles. In
Jeremiab,  Ezekicl, Amos, Hosea: and
Joel the total number of miracles re.
ported is exactly nil. So far as we know,

only Isaiah and Danicl ever pcrfnrmcd‘

a miracle.

Christ said no one was greater than
John the Bapeist (Mace. 11:11), vet
“John did no miracle” (John 18x41).

V4
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- Not blrxc! Could anyone say John the .
Baptist lacked faith? He preached the *

commandments of God faithfully, and

fearlessly rebuked the religious leaders -

of his day. At the risk of his life he
proclaimed God's law before King He-
rod until his faithful preaching ulti:,
matcly resulted in his owg marcyrdom.

When Is a Public Miracle
Performed?

We have seen examples where mira-
cles were pcrformcd and examples
where nonc were pcrformcd How do
we understand the fact that men of
faith worked miracles at one time and
place and not ac anpther?

The logical answer is this: they could

only perform great miracles when God
required them for a specific purpose in
His Work!

Remember 1 John 5:14: . If we
ask anything according, to His wiLL, he
heags us.”

Carrying our thinking down to our

time, then, the obvious reason we see
no great public miratles today is be-
causc God's Work has not yct required
them!
" Is this a lame excuse? Not at all. We
will sce many awe-inspiring miracles in
the fature! But let us realize what re-
sults they will bring.

Great Miracles Bring.
. Persecution

The apostles worked great wonders.
Pcicr and John, for example, healed a
cripple. The incident greatly publicized
the gospel (Acts 3:10-16)" 1t made

.thousands pay attention to what they -

had o say.

But'it who brought persccution from

the cstablishéd religious leaders (Aus

$:17; 4:2).

Stephen, a deacon, was given power
g0 work great miracles (Acts 6:8). But
he died an carly death as a manyr (Acts
7:54-60).

The mere passmg of Peter's shadow
healed the sick who were laid in beds
and couches in the streets (Acts 9:13-
16). Peter even raised a decad woman

back to lifc- (Atts 9:36-42), as great

miracle working by the Church coniin-
‘ued. But soop Pcter and James werce

LS
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imprisoned. James was martyred; Peter
was saved only as the result of another
.miracle — being led forth from prison
by an angel (Acts 12:1-10).

Paul healed a cripple who had never.

walked in his life. The. people who saw .

this. amazing hcaling wanted to wor-

ship Paul as a god. -But the same

people, only a few days later, were in-

cited to stone him — and left him for

dead (Acts 14:8:20).

These were the results of miracles”

known and seen by all. Through the
carly period of the Church, physical
signs and wonders were. very closely
allied with imprisonment, physical vio-
Jence and beatings because the estab-
lished religions of the day took great
offense at the threat which they imag-
‘ined the performers” of the miracles
posed to their positions.”’ :

.Whaf the _Fﬁsurc Holds
~ for Us

History says pessccution and mira-

cles walked side by side in the early
“Church -7 v g
Question: Would you like a tremen-
.dous miracle or miracles to occur that
would «usc the Church today to be
" persecuted to such a degree that God's
Work would be hindered before God's

time to suspend it7 Or would you.

rather the Church ontinue, to do its
job wnhindered for a4 few more years
without 2. great displav of miracles?
Jesus Chrise knows which He prefers.

" . The-tume will come when great mir-
acles will again be performed by God's
Church Joel prophesied that great mur-
“acles will rake pluc opee agan in the
qnd tnic Uocl 28- ﬂ) But prophccy
-also shows God's Church will be per-
secuted 1n’ the future, some being
martyred (Luke 21:817)°

Revelation 11 _dexribes two men.

who will work awesome miracles that
will attract worldwide attention. But

be kiled!

Great muradles cause great problems.
The miracles Chnst performed out of
compassion aused such widespread ex-

citement that large crowds continually -

surrounded Him. He had to ger away
from them to complete His job. Some-

AR 3
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times they’ cven tried o kill him.

What would happen today if God's
Church began to perfoim great public
miracles? The tame things that happened
at the time of Christ and the apostles! This
is one reason.why God is now with-
holding this type of miracle from the
Church.

There are also other .reasons — all
for our own good.

Miracles Given to Convince
the Unconverted

In the Old. Testament God gave
miracles by the hand of Moses to con-.
vince the peeple of Isragl that the Al-
rhighty God.was the One backing hum
up (Ex. 4:28-31). As for. Pharaoh,  he
Kad seen great miracles dore by his
own sorcerers and magicians. He
needed to sce the greater authority of
God Almighey"~

‘God caused the, miraculous hcalmg
of the cripple by Peter and John' to

. convince the religious leaders Of that
__day where' He had put His authority

He wanted the world o know thar

" authority was now with the apostles

Whenever God decides it is time w0

“convince this world where His Church
" is today, the power to’do it will be

thyre! »

. So, like tongues (foreign languages),
great mitacles “are for a sign, not o'
them that bahicve, but ta [profit] them

" ¢that believe o™ (1 Cor. 14:22).

Brethren, do we have o have mura- -

s
cles to convince us where God's Sput

and His Church are? Qf course not God

" has given us through His Holy Sprit

the absolute knowledge that His law
— all of it — is the way to cternal hite

-and. that this ¢ His Chunh. That
~iesclf is a2 MIRACLE! The world can't

believe it. We do.

Why Wec Must Be Tested

What we need today is more of the
love of God, compassion, patience and
all the other fruits of the Spirit which
cxpress the very charactor of God Al
mighty.

" Would you rather. have miracles per-
formed to relicve you of all severe af:
flicions or tests, rather than develop
the CHARACTER you, need for crernal

L4
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lifes No, when vou really think |bnu(
it vou wouldn't’

‘As _lamcs wrote, “Count 1t all joy,
my brethren, when vou meet various
trials, for.you know that the sestmg of

o Your fath produces stcadfastnen And let

stcnd!astm:\s have its full effect, that
you may be pertect and complete, lack-
.ing nothing™ (James 1:2.4, RSV):

We need (o cxperience and some-
timcs wffer tests, tnals and atfictions,
because we need 1o develop character’
We need to develop endurance, stead-
fastness and patience under greae stre
In the tuture. this Church 1s going to
“face umes which will v our faith se-
verely  Withour the preparation now,
we could farl’

“More than that,
sufferings. knowing that suftering pro-
duces endurance, and endurance pro-
duces characrer, and-¢hatacter produces
hope. and hope docs nat disappornt us,
because God's love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holv Spint
which has been given o us” (Rom
5:3-5. RSV).

Abraham 1s dalled the father of the
fathful (Rom 4:11) He believed God
and 1t was counted o him s nghteous.
ness. But che confirmanon of God's
promise that_he should have a son way
withheld for many, many vears — unl
he was past the age when 1t was
humanly possible to have 2 son Why?
Because early  fulfillment  of .God's
promise to Abraham would never have

produced the great character and pa-

tience that stamped him as a faichful
man. Lo _
Christ also learned lessons of obeds-
cnce through what He suffered (Heb
$:8) He learned what it ‘meant to be
obedient under gevere trnals and afHic.
tons. So must we.

How Will the Church Know When
It Is Time to Perform Great
Miracles?

Peter was mercly going up to the
.Temple, when a longtime ¢npple — a
man of forty — askgd for alms (Acts
3:1-11) Peter looked at him and com-
manded him to risc. Just like chat!

How did Peter know God would
back him up then and there, and heal

. .
LN
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this man who had never walked. in his .

hite’ Would Peter ever have felt and
looked toohish tf the man had just won
tinued to st there with uscless tegs and
2 puzzled frown on his face!

Once again Moses’ example gives us
the answer How did Moses know God
would opn up the Red Sea
- 1¢s simple God had just 10ld him
He would do 1! (Ex 14 15.16)

Actually, Gad always told Moses
when He was going to perform a mir-
acle Reread the first few chapeers of
Exodus God actually dealt wigh Moses
“man to man”
what to do 1n such cases -

But how would God el a person
today, whom He was about to use o
pertorm 2 mracle’ How. could He do
1

God an inspire anvone wath His

Spint at amy ame to sust His purpose
d reveal His will He filled Saul,
fore he became king ot Israck: with

the power ot His Hol Spuint and -

caused him 1o prophesy (1 Sam 10 9
10) It wad not 2 maeeer of \ththé{ or.
not Saul was (lose to God - he was
not a converted man ‘

It vou have a0y doubts abour God

inspanng  whomever He  wishes,
should read Numbers 22 2131 God
actually caused 4 dumb donkev to hold
a short conversauon wish 4 man’
then 4 shorr tiie later He caused Ba-

“laam_ in blessing Israel. to say just the

opposite af what Balaam wanted to say
(Nwm 24 29) That should pretty well
dispel any doubts anvone may have
about Gody power o mspire anvone,
at any to sy anvehiog He re-
quires (You might also compare the
example ot Guad wspinng the Jewish
High Priest in AID 31 (0 say that

time.

“Christ should e for the nation —

John 11 4932 ~
Did you ever notice the words with
which muny Bible prophecies begin?

* Let us fook at some examples Exckicl

11:3° “The Spint of the Lotd tell upon
me, and said unto me, bpcak thus sayy
the Lord 7

And Jeremiah'2 1.2 “Morcover the

word of the Lord came 10 me, saying, - .

Go and cry in the can of Jerusalem,

‘saying, Thus saith the Loed

A;s Peter wrote, ... Holy men of

and wld him rerbally

you

And -

1

God spoke us they urir mored by the
Holv Spieit” (11 Peter 1 21) .
Of (ourse, this 13 not (0 sy that 2
man ot God does not have any control
over what he 1s doing with the power
God 15 granting 1n performing 4 mur-
acle or senes of mitacles through him,

" God does not work through sombie-

like automarons who perform His will
hke a pre-programmed computer,
The prinaple in | Connthians 14-32
shows that men ot God do excrase
control over the operation of the Spint
of God within thom — tor “'the spinies
of the-prophets are subrecs to the proph-
cts” ’
And <0t s certany feauble that
God could reveal to a man that He has
given him. power to perform a miracle.
or several miracles, and then continuc
to have the knowledge and the power
or authonty over 2 penod of nme and
usc 1t more or less at will A° good
cxample of this is the two witnesses of
Revelation 11 who “have power™ to
perform great miracles on the carth “as
often as thes will”’ (Verse 6) And
notice. 1nadentally, thar when 1 o1s
Gaod's tme for therr work w be
1shed. their abihitv to pertorm muracles
and the supernaturtl - protectton  af-
forded them' will be taken auway. and
they will then be allowed to be -
KILLED' (Verse 7)) :

God Has the Power Today

_We need not wonder how God wall
1wtotmr whomever He chooses to use as
an instrument an performing a great
spcml miracle” or senien of miracles
Godsomehow fet Peter know and pro-
vided the power (o haal the cnpple on
the spot ¢ spoke to Moses and
opened the Red Sea at Moses' com.

- maad  Elyab dalled down fre from

heaven by God's special inspiration
And God will take care of the rarracles
» the fuiure.
. Brethgen, (;od 15 gOING 10 kccp
cvery promisc He has ever made (o us
#f we will belwve. We are finally going
to look back on the troubles and affiic-
trons of today with great 'rcmmn}; be-
cause of what they are proguaing 1 us
So let's build the. chasacrer now
which will enable us to continue over-
coming spiritially while enduring the
results of great mirackes wdew rhny
oyl . . L 8]




SO SN S 1T SR P OPON e

'
SRy

T T TR S W

’ LE] o

Most parents know what
they want for their children.
Parental advice and in-
fluence is tuned to. direct
the young toward what the

parents honesﬂy believe is

best for them. But the
“*kids’’ don’t always agree!
Why are parental values
sometimes rejected and
spurned by the youth of our
chugch? A teacher at Impe-
rial High School in Pasa-

‘'dena gives the answers in -

this most needful article.

by Scott Royer

NOMETIMES'We don't give our voung

S people enough credit or consid-
cratton tor theirr own views, 1n-
telligenie and vision’

Most voungsters 1n God's Church
know what they want out ot hife And
they have thar own deas and plans on
how to obtain thair w-ls .

But theur parents also h.wc their
own 1deas about their children’s hfe

.and tuture Somctimes, where two-way

communication and the nght amount
ot consideration are facking. differences

ot weas develop And se yvouth con- |
“cludes that *No onc hstens! Noonc

understands'  No, one cares!™ Con.
sequently, they no longer desire what
their parents have to offer. and they
reject much of what their parents say
Then the parents 3i$o become upsct
and trustrated :

Thankfully, this is not the case in all
families in the Church of God. Many~
parenes and children do shire the same™

~and where 1t 1y

NTS-

~what today S youth wants from you

-

, .
ideas. In many familiés there is peace
and harmony, and there is appreciation
on both sides. A

The youth in these families say their
parents listen, that they do understand, -
and care. They arc not worried about
grasping desperately for more “frec-
dom.” bewause they don't fecl bound
and fettered by their parents. They have
a sense ot sceurity. These kids listen
and obey Their parents are happy and
pleased with them. '

What causes  wide dlﬂ'crcnccs of
opmion in tamilics of God’s Church?
Why do-someyoung people listen and
obey while others go their own way?

“What kind ot parents do young people

appreciate’ And what Kind of help will
they aceept?

.

A number of teen- Agcrs in- this

, shurch were asked a set of similar ques-
tions This article gives their gnswets.

One ot the qucsnons askcd was:

What s, the best thing your parents

do for )uu’ They said: T
"My Parents . . .

dong let me do just anything 1
‘want to Ar"don'( give mc ]ust. any-
thing | wafft — (j.cy advisc me when

ceded.” :

put wup with me {cmphasis his'}.
They tcach me the ught way of life and
correct me when 1 don't live night.
They don't leave me on my own and
let me get into trouble ”

,make mc understand when [
have donc something wrong.”

o disupline and advise and in- -

struct mc 1n a2 very loving way.”

“1 think the best thing my parents
do tor us1s teach us and try o bring us
up the nght way They try t6 keep us
from making mistakes like they did,

S e g e

. goods and. wealth to you?” ten perecnt

AN
and thcy give us thmgs thcy never hnd '
when they were younger” :

The above answers were given
aftonymously to assure complete hon-
esty. Othér answers the teen-agers gave
that most parents would call “less de-
sirable” were: ““Nothing besides giving | -
m¢e room and board.” “Buy-my clothes
at Rocbucks.” “Keep me alive.” ¢ Let
me do things on my own.”

“1 Want 9

Two other qucsnons on this ques-
tionnaire »géu do you want
more tha w%thmg and “What do
you want most out of life>” Almost
every answer to these questions in-
cludcd somc form of the word “happi-
ness” ‘A very few exceptions were
_answers like “2 car” or “a drjvers li-
cense” .

When given the multiple-choice
question, “How important are matcrial

chose “Necessary for an enjoyale life
Eighty-three percent chose *Enjoyable,
-but doni’t determine how enjoyable hte
is.” The choicc of scven percent was,
“Don't have much to_do a all with .
how much one enjoys life.

- AUl the kids wanted to be bappy! They
all want to enjoy life!

-

‘And most of them o smart cnough
to realize that material goods alone will
not give them the happiness they want.

But cvep the “hippics” saw that.

Al .
~ + Lesson of the Hippics
The hippic cult rejected the ¢stab-

lishment.

" “Look at you” Fsncered the hip-
pies 2 few years ago — “neccding 4
coyple of stiff drinks before you have

N
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“the guts. to tlk to andther human .
- being. Look at you, fouling up the |

lind, polluting the. water and air for’
profit and calling this nowhere icene “The
Great Society’! Look at ‘you.:

“And do you think you're gomg to

tell us how to live? You've got to be

3
kidding!” St .
They saw the “‘rat race” for material

" wealth, the-double standard, the cheat-
ing, the lying, and the killing. They -

saw a.sick, unhappy world. No :mem-

_ ber of. th unhappy establishment —

DSIKhQF pargnts nor minister nor tCﬁCIlCl'

nor* boss — was’ going o el them
how to find happiness! So they held
their “love-ins.” .

Did they find true love — or true
happmcss' If so, whcrc‘m: the hippics
today? .. -

Most_of them now havc jobs. Now
they -endure the “evils” of the dfab.
lishment  because they found “they

~

‘¥ GOOD NEWS

.

couldn’t get along without physical
necessities, and. because - their own way

of life didn't bring them happiness either!
"All it got them was wretchedness,
‘disease.and wrecked bodies and lives.

" The hippic, experiment failed! It’s

too’bad they didn’t know and under- \

B stand in advance the rcsults one pcrson
S obmmcd who mcd a sxmxlar cxpcn-

ment ‘ages’ ago. : .
_ But before we look into his experi-
ments and solutxons “theré is a qucsuon

_chutch parents need to ask themselv

Do our children have a “hippie atti

s

13

me how to-live when your life is an

- unhappy mess? You’ ve got to be kid-

ding!”

'R :
It will be hard to admit if if's truc in
- your casc. But many children do reject
. the adyice of their parents because .2hey

“don't see the fruits of true happiness in .

“their parents’ lives!

. Whit all o many do see is rhcu
parents arfuing cvery day — ‘at least
until the ministér comes to visit or it's

- time for SaBbath scrvices. Then they

tude” toward the family csrabhshﬂncm '

of God's Church’.
Church prpnes’

Do any of our ;hlldrcn have - the

- attitude, "Are you going oty 1o tell

‘FAMILY, OUTING: — A cumping
trip is one of dozens of ways to
help promote the family-"together-

ness’’ our youth. désire-
. H, Armirroiy Robern Phon, 7

see hypmmv and the double standard.

" They sec that -all dad ever seems w0

‘have time for is making more moncy
to pay for more material ‘things. And
“mom is always on the g, nc)vcr doing

* much of anything - that ru[h scems |

worthwhile Each parent sclmhh “does
_his own thing."

- Devany of you parents wondcr.why
your childrent never come o you for

“advicez And when you give it to them

Y Comtmued on page 1), s

Wiy




Few people in .fhe world,
‘really enjoy their jobs. I is

one of the tragedies of our

~times. Yet, did you realize
iyour ATTITUDE toward your’
“accupation has a lot to -do

with your reward in Gad’s

Kingdom, as well as the
‘spiritual

_character. ‘you

* build today?

by Ronald Lohr
iv.do you go to work? Just
w fteed the tamily? Would
you perhaps not work at all
;f you had the means o' sustain you'
self indetimeely?
Do you work- because you want to
enjoy the “finer things of life"?
. Do you work only to please people
~. the boss>the wite, or friends?
Are you ‘cager to be the fisse one out
of the plant or‘office so you can_do
somcthing you really .enjoy?

72 Do you as a church member think:

o ..“Thcm is nothmg ‘spiritual’ about my

job; T am just putting in time unnl_

.“Christ rctums”’

Work Is lmportant ’

Let’s notice Revelation 22:12: “And,
behold, I come quickly; and my reward
is with me, 1o give every man according
as bis work shall be” ..,

You: probably fave supposed this
scripture refers solely to” your Uspintual
works” and his nothing o -do with
your particular job — whether Jaborer,

office worker, houséwife, scudent ‘or

whatever.” But the Greek word  for

 “work” in this verse iy ergon. meaning

“totl (as an etfort or wcupation), doing,
labor, work.”
word used in Titus 3:14, “And let ours
also learn 1o maintain good works (per-
form honest trades -~ margin} for ngge
€ssary uscs,
untruitful ”

- Having the nght amtudc toard,
oe's job 15 important because whether
onc is 2 w{}rkmg man, houscwifc or a
student; cach is being judged by his ot
her works and performance .in cthese

day:to- day tasks

Yet, some members seem to think,

“1f only 1 had a spml‘hl job like thg -

This is tht same Greek .

that thcy be . not .

ministers, then T could really put my
heart into ic.” What they'don’t.realize

s that as far as therr reward in God’s

Kingdom is concemed, their job is just -

s “sprritual” ds 2 muniscer’s. And ‘the
minister’s job is otien just as.physically
tiring and cincrvaung as theirs may be.

. . y

'Satan'ic Influence’

God is a pracnaal God. He had 4
purpose in Mund when He said, “Six
days shalt thou labor and do all thy
work” (Ex. 209) ‘.

But Sagan, the god ot this world, has

- permeated the m(upupm.{] area ot hte

with falschood just as heshas mughuly

. influenced the religious, and  educa-
© tional systeras ot yoctety  Modemn labor

ls‘onsumly PUSh’lllg tor ley uwrk Jlld

. more pay, grcatcr mngc benctins,” etd.

The same archrebel who spawned the
heaven myth and set a halse goal of a -
life of eternal leisure — Hoaung cihe-
really on clouds, plucking a harp, with

‘no work na challenge, no tultillment
— wants to influence God's pmplc as -

welll
The same spint that has pcniu.md
this socicty «can aftect us and our arti-

- tude toward our jobs if ue’ re ok careful!

“

.
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The Fulfillment Vah_ne of . Work

There was a time when people lived
.to work instead of working to live,

What we sec in the world today (ang
to an extent even in God’s Church) did
not occur overnight. But a Satan-
guided cvolutionary process has oc-
curred which has resulted in bored
workers, and has made cmploycc unrest
and disinterest the major ptoblem fac-

~ . ing employers in the United States and
" the Western world today.

“Relief from the strains of modern
life lies not in shorter working hours
and more leisure time but in taking on
stress wigh enjoyment,” says Dr. Hans

.Selye, Director of the University of

Mostreal’s Institute of Medicine and
Exgcnmcntal Surgcry He was expert

- cogpultant to the Surgeon General of
" the®U. S. Army during 1947-57 and has

written 2 book entitled The Smu o/
Llf" .
“Man is made to work, to do some-

thing that mikes demands on him,”

says Dr. Selye. “quhfhc decline of so
many other values such as religion, and
nothing new to replace them, work. is

‘one of the few. arcas where man ‘can

find a sense of worth and enjoyment.”
(Of course Dr. §clyc doesn’t that
truc religion and one’s work 80 MWad-

' in-hand, and really. have the sanfe .

+

goal.)

Dr. Selye added that too often work’
is 2 source of frustration and insccurity, -
just somcthing else to put up with, like

trafhic congcsnbn pollunon and wo-’
lence. e
In an article entitled * ‘Liking Job
Eases Smm (AP), he pomtcd out that
the root of chis frustration is the deper-
sonalization -of the individual and’ the
loss of pride in individual accomplish-
ment.
- “Surc, we're tcchno'lpg:cally more ef-

. . s
ficient, but in the process we have lost
“personal contact,* he wrote. “What’s

the good of the .c.nd product — effi-

‘ciency — if- cveryone’s unhappy?

“Formerly 2 craftsman would make a

‘table from beginning to end and ger a
- great deal of satisfaction. Today, one
person makes the legs, another the top

and still anothier paints, so that np one
person has made the article and no one
is gmnﬁcd

- Gaius,

. in_health” (II John"2).

- ‘N
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+2.“Too many people blindly acccpt
Sedtas symbols. such as owning a’car’

and put up with a job they px_’obal)ly
don’t really want to ‘do to g§in thein.
They may get the car but also years qf
pent-up tension and no real feeling /(
accomplishmenit.”

Dr. Selye advocates employment of %

cach person in a profession to which
-his talents are best suited. “There’s just
as much sagisfaction in being a brick-
layer and building walls well as there is
in being a sclentist. Everybody, Ko mat.
ter how low he may bc@ the scalc of
mental dcvclopmcnt has somcthmg

_that he wants to express. .

On the other hand, the stress devel-
oped in work you can’t bring youtself

to, enjoy can wreck your health and .
your-happiness. Also, since you proba-

bly will not give it your best, it is not
likely to solve your financial problems.
But most importantly, your 1pmlual I:fc

a Ml[ be impeded! .

With these points in mind, let’s no:
tice some purposes which should nor bc
the rcasons you work.

You Should Not Work
" Just for Moncy

Ie is certainly noc wrong to receive
pay for your work It costs money in
this developed, commercialized world

“to live, to support oursclves and those

who dchend upon us, and 1o support
the Work of God. 5
It is not cven wfong tov,bc rich, lf

“own or our pretecessors’ diligent appli-.

. cation of ‘God’s laws regulating’ finan-

cial success. Afer all, God docs want to!
bless us. He inspired John_to write to.
*Beloved, I wish
things that cthou mayest prosper and be

The Bible also tells us that
man lays up for.his children’s childten:

and the wealth of the sinner is laid up o

for the just” (Prov.. 13:22),
" But the point is that the -accumu-
lation *of moncy should not be our

* GOoAL. The wages and matcfial blessings

°

above all"

.-
“A wisc

should not be ends in themselves. They
should be considered as bencfits which .

- come along with fir secking the

Kingdom of God (Matt. 6:24-33).

" God *has so blessed @ because of our ¢

W

Many today worship moncy. A rep-

' fesentdtive poll showed most people

Iy

S:n‘ t5

“felt their financial problems would be
-solved if -they got 2 30 percent raisé.

Get, acquire, grasp is a way of life for
too many. - .

Another poll, conducted several
years-ago, showed 875 a week would
satisfy one man, while a banker consid-
ered

muck, It often chcnds on one’s imme-

‘ diate financial status. A survey con
ducted by Printor's, Ink magazine .
revealed that 76 percent of the advertis- | . .
ing industry’s execuives who made™
-over $25,000 a year were unhappy in

" their jobs. More than 21 percent of

those interviewed blamed their gloom

on.the belief they were UNDERPAID,
Such®is the greed of human hacure! -

Notice the admonition-in I Tim. -
_othy 6:5-10. God 'inspired Paul to warn
. of “Perverse dispufings of men_ of cor- -

rupt minds, and destitute of the truth,
supposing thatygain is godliness: from
such withdraw: thysclf. But ‘godliness

with contentment is great gain. For we -

brought nothing ifo this woild, and

. it is certaih we can carry nothing out.

And having food and raintent let us be,

therewith content.- But: they thar will ~

be rich, {chat putmoncy before God]
fall into tempration and & snarc, and
into many, fool:sh and hurtful lusts,

which drown men-in destruction and, -

perdition, For the.love of moncy, is a

"{not The} rodt of all evi): which while

some coveted after, they have erred from
the faith,

| million 2 year fiot too

and . pxcrccd themselves -

through with - many sorrow. g
Again-in versed' 17-19, “Cl‘ﬁrgc them

that are rich in phis world, that they be ©

not highmin , nor. trust in {che} un-

certainfty of] rxchcs but in the. hvu’tg -

God, who gives us richly all things to
enjoy; that they do-good, that they be

" tich in good works, ready to distribute,

w:llmg to commiunicate [share]; laying
up in store for themselves 2 good foun-

-dation 4gajnst the time so. come, that

they may lay thold on eternal life.”

So don’t work only for money! Seck
God s ngdom first (Mact. 6:33) and
“if riches' increase, set not your hicart
upon them” (Ps. 62710).

Don’t Work Just .
“Because You Have: To”

What is the most enjoyable physical

activity in yoyr life? Is it 4 sport — -
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- golf, tennis or skxmg’ Eanng 2 stcnk>
_ Drinking a cold beer? 1f you think’
about it, and are completely honest
"with yourself, you will admit that your
happxcst moments were during work —
. real production, fulfillment, accom-
plishment, building. 5
This pride in accomplishment is not
. wrong. Solomon advised that “a man
~ should rejoice in his own works” (Eccl.
~  3:22). He was also inspired by God to
. say, “Whatsoever thy hand finds to do,”
do it with thy might; for there is fio '
.. work, nor deyice, nor knowledge, nor

. ‘wisdom, in the grave, whither .thou ,

. goest” (Eccl. 9710).
‘Put your. héart sinto your work\
Leamn to m]oy it! S
o . 3@
Don't Just Put in ¢
Your Time Lo

.- Some of God’s people, knowmg

“"Christ’s coming is near, have used this

- @s an.excuse for, their lack ‘of-initiative

.and zcal on the )

'séiously thought, “There’s no need for

. éxtra schooling or trying- to better-my-
self on the job since time is so shart.”

" The identical problem swas apparent.

in arcient Thessalonica. Some in the -
- church there “closed up shop” when - ;
. employer. You will not only be happier
quali-

. fhey: supposed Christ’s return”was 1m
“minent:

% Paul had 10 scvcrcly rcpnmand

them. “For even when we were with

= -you, this we commanded you, that if any -

. Many have subcon- *

°

» .

- -GOOD NEWS

Dont Work _)ust o Get Ahcad

Ih 1959 Nick was 2 ﬂcdglmg, but
ambitious young businessman. He bor-

rowed $500 to start his business and *
today is a multimillionaire. Success?.

Yes, if money and getting ahead are
the important values.

He -gets up around 4:00. a.m. cach
day,  grabs a cup of coffee and docs

office work preparatory for his busy day

ahead. He is off to work by 6:00 4.m.
for a full day of mectings and decisions
that sometimes involve millions of dol-

" lars. ' He is usually home by midnight

ot shortly thereafter. There is little time
for ‘his family or anything clse! His ]ob

_is his life In fact, his4ob is h-:sgbd’
Let’s not go to this extreme. cither. .
- The First Commandment requiires us;to *
. put our Creator-

¢ _and ' sforemost
abovc everything else, includifig our

own lives (Ex. 20:3; Luke 14:26). if we .

are to please’God by. the way we work,
we cannot put Hingysccond. It’s 2 mat-
ter of proper pnormcs

Put God first iri your work — make

your spmtuzl rcsponsxbxlmcs and your

. ability relate. to God.in the work.qyou .
are doing. Do a.good job — gour best -
— cven if you arc being taken advan- &

-tage of by lazy or incompetent fore-

would not work, neither should be eat.” - °

S?mc had actually quit their jobs. w

“For we hear -\thﬁt thcrc arc some

which walk among you disorderl j :

“working not at all, but are busybodi
Now them that are such we command
and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ,

" that with quictness rhey work, and eat
their own bread. But you, brethren, be
not .weary in well doing

- 3:10-13).

You must work at your )ob as 1f :

there were years and years to go. That
way you will be producnvc fruitful
and happy in your work, and picpared
_for Christ’s return! ]csus\szid' “Blessed

is that servant, whom his Lord when he

comes shall find so doing” (Mart.
24:46), and “occupy wll 1 comc” (Lukc
19: 13) ‘

' (X }'hcss o

men. Serve 3s if Christ’ were your dfrect

with your work, but you will
fying for a greater rcw;u'd in the King-
dom of God, and buxldmg grcatcr
spmtual chmgtcr at. ‘the same time.

Dont Work just to. Plcasc Men

. Some workers are known “boot Jick-

ers” and think success comes from but-
" tering up the right people.

As a
member and representative of the true

Church of God, you4re to be different.

“Scrvants. [employees], be obedient

_ to them that are your masters femploy-

ers] according to che flesh, with fear
and tiembling, in singleness of your

heart {with one motive — to be 2 good.
employce. because God. requires it} as. .

unto Christ; not with eyeservice {just

working hard when the boss ‘is look-,
. ing], as mmplea.wrs, buc as the scovants

of [that is,” actually workmg for]

Christ, doing: the will of God from the

heart” (Eph. 6:3:6).
This is actually ‘the conclusion of the

whole. - matter: WORK FOR Gop! Put

¢ Aprii-}unc 11973

Him first (Matt. 6:33; Psalms 37:4).
. This and this alone must be your
priroe motive in bow you work, as well
as the attitude you have while ‘you
work. Any other prime motive is

. wrong..

““Servants [employees], obey in all S
things’ your mastefs aécordxng to’ the
flesh; jnot” with cyeservice, a8 men-
plcas;rs, but in singleness of heart, fear-
ing God: And whatsoever you do, do
it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto

men” (Col. 3:22-23).

Thxs is the starting place. Only by
worémg for God can you properly reap
the sccondary benchits of work — fi- &
nancial blcssmgs cn)oy‘mcnt of your

" work, promotion to your hlghcst level

of _campetence and. fulﬁllmcnt ‘propes

. rclauons with~ thosc*you work -with.

But ‘most " important of all, d}ng
your.work-as if every individual action
were dircetly a service to God is one -
major way you will be building the
spiritual ‘character you must have to

" enter the Kingdom of God, and rccclvc ~

a gx,cater reward.

. Are You Workmg for .God?

How about it?> How does your over+
all attitude and approach to your job
stack up ‘in the light of what God says

PN

. about working? How arc you doing on

your job? -
Your attitude toward .your job is a

- key factor which affects and directly

telates to othier aspects of your job

pcrformzncc Following is a_list of

thost areas you can check youmlf on:
Knowledge of your job s

- Quality of work

-Quantity of work
Reliability
Resourcefulness
Judgment
Drive and leadership
Listening to suggcsnons
- Attendance and punctuality,
Personal - characteristics
* (cleanliness, dress, manners, etc.)
If you detcct any lack in yoursclf in

thcsc arcas, meditatc on the problems -
.. and possible solutions.

Then  write
down your objectives for job improve-
ment. If you do %his and couple it with
the right astitude toward your work,
you will soon be on the road to greatcr o
spmmal and physncal blessings! © . O
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wAs 1898 — just weeks before the

Spanish-American War. The War

Departmitent  wanted to get in
touch” with General, Calixto Garciay
‘Iniguez, leader of the ‘Cubah insqr-
gents. :
Colonel Arthur Wagner summoned
a first licutenant in the Ninth Infantry
and 2 West Point graduate, Andrew -

Summers Rowan His instructions
were oral. '
~  Rowan’'s assignment:’ ﬁnd ‘Garcia,

learn the strength of the insurrectionist
forces, what (upphcs they necded, Gar-
cia’s plan of campaign, the“morale of
*his followers, and whether he would
cooperate with an American army.

Hazardous Mission
Rowan sailed to Kingston, Jamaica,. .
establishing sccret contacts with exiled
Cuban patriots. From there he took a
fishing bodr-to Cuba. A Spanish parrol
;- boat stopped and inspected their vessel, -
q " but Rowin, carcfully hidden, cscapcd

B R

detection. .
i * At-a remote point on Oncntc Bay, -
A Cuban guides were wamng and re-

ccived Rowan. ‘Then for six days they

- :] trekked through the. steaming |unglc

3 J . plagucd by intense heat, barbarous in-
g sects, putrid water and numerous Span-

. ish patrols. Despite the extraordinary
3 hardship, Rowan finally mct General-
- * Garia, leamed of his despecate need
" forartillery, ammunition and rifles; and’

- his desire for Amecrican help.

* After barely six hours of rest, Rowan
and a few companions plunged again

‘ -

s \ . . \_\'.

‘printed:’ |

- We Must Carry

: lnfegnfy, onahy, resourcefulness and self-sacnﬁce for a
" worthy cause are exceedingly rare in our age.' There is a

*. "~ need today for men and women with these qualities —
SO .people who can carry ‘'d message to Garcia.”

by William' F. Dankenbring

into the thickly overgrown jungle to

reach the north coast. They traveled
" only at night to escape detection by’
swarming Spanish patrols. They sailed
from the coast in a tiny threcuman boat

with gunnysack sails, barely eluded scv-

_eral Spanish-patrol boats, andsuffered 2

severe storm befort finally landing at
Nassau “in the Bahamas.

Rowan’s pertlous journcy was
widely reported in the American press.
He was promoted to capuain fot his
valor and courage in exccuting his dan-
gerous mussion Twenty-four years later
the United States remembered his va-
lorous mussion and awarded him the
Distinguished Servige’ Cross.

"A Message o Garcia”

In the meancime, Rowan'’s escapades -

sq sticred philosopher Elbert Hubbard

in. 1899 that he wrote an article entitled '
congratulating

“A Message to Garcia,”
Rowan for his_heroism, gallantry, en
terprise, resourcefulness and loyaley. It
was soon being translated into other
languages Durning the “war berween

- Russia-and Japan, cvery Russian soldier

was given a copy to read  Finding
copies on the bodics;of dead Russian
soldiers, the Japanese had it translated

into their language. Within the space -

of sixteen years, over forty' million
copics of “A Message w Gardia” were

every muajor language!

Why.idid Hubbard’s articlé ‘i)uvc
such an_impact? There are many rea-
sons: for onc, Rowan’s exploits caught

It has been translated into -

the popular fancy because it was the

.account of an uncommon man who

accepted hxs difficule assignment and
fulfilled it succc&sfully in_spité of. ex-
treme odds and sccmmgly insur-
mountable difficulty.

Rowan never asked, “Who is Gar- -
. cia?” *Wherc is he?” “How do I get. to_
him?* “Why choose e “Why can't

someonc clsc do it?” “What's in it for

me?"

Rowan simply took the job — and
acwmplnshcd his mission.

Elbere- Hubbard, the “sage of Easx
Aurora,” concluded in his article: *
ilizacion is one long, anxious scarch fot

" just such individuals. Anything such a

man asks shall be grnted.”.. The

.wortld cries out for such: he is ngcdcd .

and needed badly — the man who cari
*Carry a Message 1o Garcia.' "

The Urgent Need: Now

Such people are véry, rare in the-
world today! The world needs men and
women who ate loyal, who act
promptly, who have a sense of respon-
sibility and deep comniitment, who are

- motivated, resourceful, pcrscvcnng and

DILIGENT.

kn our modern sclf-secking, lackadai-
sical socicty — where slipshod service,
dishonesty in business, and compctmve
clawmg and xratching 1o “ger ahead’
are mmpant signs of decy — such

" qualities a3 Rowan displaytd arc be

coming increasingly hard to find.
Rowan was willing to risk his lifc o,

accomplish a perilous mission, with #e
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) In- living vour “spifitual life, and
“rovercoming sin, do you ust resource-
fulness to find 2 way to succeed?

Far too many people, when prob-

Ibouq/)l of glory, reward or recognition.
He sweated tRrough steaming jungles,
hacked his way through vine-covered
paths, and kept on going past countless
_dangers to life and limb.

What gbout you? Are yuu‘tnvmg
to become such a person? Are you
really going “all out” in service to

- God? .
* ' How to Be 2 Success

_their tracks™ — paralyzed into a state of

anse, many pcoplc “cave in” and say, “I".
.didn’t bargain for this!” They exclaim
in bitterness, “You didn't tell me

U ROwan followed several of the laws

of success ‘which Mr. Herbert | Arm-
strong has' since described. He “had a
GOAL. — he knew what his mission
was. It was vivid before him. He never
lost sight of it, or allowed it w0 become
muddled or nebulous. ' )

When 1t comes to keeping your eyes
on the goal of God'se Kingdom and.
“compleung God's Work, how casily
are you distracted — perhaps by bright
lights. ghittering temptations — or dis-
couraged perhaps by an/insult, a casual
remark. an apparcn( injustice or jrieq-
uity”

Rowan was educated — tramcd asa-
military officer. He knew how to ac-
complish his rask. He was an excellent -
soldier and knew his job. And, of
course, he was.in tip-top health.

Andrew Rowan also had the ingre-
dient called pRiIVE! He was zealous in
carrying out his assignment. He toiled
and labored to-accomplish his ‘objec-
tyve, wnhgut wondering if he would

honored br recognized — sim-
ply b&\ltusc h¢ loved his country, his
native _k‘nd,' :
He¢ Al-lo dko obstaclc -or series of -
problcm\\: Qtand in his way. Abso-
\ lutely,; noching \was*allowed to- prcvcm
hnm from ac\CQmphs g his mission:
Are you wxllmg to labot as Rowan did,
and drive yoursd?,\(o accomplish the
Work of God? \ ’ ‘

;Rowan Had Resourcefulness,

— 1 quit!” What are-youy. reactions
when such problems arise?

Rowan also had tenacity of purpose
— the sixth law of success. He PER-
SEVERED until the ‘mission was accom-
plished and his- task fully carried out.
He had character. He knew that “when
the gmng gets tough, the tough get
going.” He never quit, regardless of the

rand. numb senses, he pulled himself
through o final success by sheer dctcr-
mination and . grit.

detgrmination to succced — per-
severance in the face of inestimable:
odds — do you exhibit>? When the

the world batters and smashes you =
~when :hmgs scem to blow up in your
* face, even though you've dopc your®
best — is that when you call it quits,

“I'm finished — it’s no usc — 1 quit™?
Rowan, of course, did not fully un-
derstand the seventh law of success —

But as a member of God's Church,
with His Spirit wuhm you,. you have
God s proniisc of additional belp
thmugh every tnial, every obstacle. Are
you mantaining that, spm(ual contact
daily, replenishing "God's Spirit
through: carncst prayer and n:gular
. Bible study? - .
< He figured out ways to ovegcome all '
obstacles in order to u)mplctc his mis-
sion. He- wasn’t daunted by impene- -
_trable jungle growth; inaccessible
‘mountins, poisonous snakes, miserable.
‘mosquitoes, polluted 'water, os Spanish
patrol boats. He disdppeared into the
jungld and came out three weeks later
on the other side of the island, having
~ successfully traversed a hostile land -on
foot to fulfill his assignment.

e Spiritual Warriors

“Sunshine patriots” and “fair-
weather sailors” are’a dime a dozen.
Many are willing to be Christians when
times arc good, when being a Christian
is casy. But God expecrs mote from
His people. He has called us to be
strong soldicrs — spnricual warriors —
mighty men and women’ of spiritual
valor. ‘

lems surround them. stop “dead in

macnvuv W hen uncxpcucd problems,

- about this specific problem. I've had. it -

threat to his life. With aching muscles .
How much fenacity of purpose —

spiricual fighting gets' rough -~ when :

give up, throw in the towel 4nd cgy,» 3 . .
.in petty complam(s, vain compansons,

_scifish ambitions, seeking atter carnal
“rewards, vain. glory, our own pleasyie

or matcrial wealth.
divine guidance and.contact with God. . .°

Apnll-jum- 1973

The Apostle Paul wrate to Timothy:
“Thou therefore ENDURE HARDNESS as
a good seldier of Jesus Christ” (II Tim.
2:3). He added: “No man that warreth
entangleth himsclf with ghe affairs of

" .this life; that he may please him who

hath chosen Rim to be a soldier™ (verse
9. ST
A.good soldier obeys orders. A sol-
dier, when he is on the front line-or a
member of, 2. patrol searching for ap
chemy bunkcr isn’t thinking of “how -
to gct ahead,” or how to make *“cap-
tain” or “sergeant,” ctc "His main con-
cerns are simply bow to do the job!.
As spiritual soldiers, we need to have
the same attitude. Our only way. to
attain our objective, spiritually, is to
fight the good fight — not turning our

. backs to the enemy, making oursclves

casy targets,

Soldiers work ‘togethier.as a unit
Each works as a part of a team. Each-
onc docs not “do his own thing™ with-
out regard for anyonc else. Can you
imagine how cffective a military unut

" would be if half the men were attack-

ing an cnemy bunker and  halt welce
retreating? : .

If each onc of us would ]ook upnn
oursclf as a literal soldlcr 0at on the

front lines for Jesus Christ aid the
Work of God, we wouldn'tbog down

Paul cm.'ouragcd-Timothy: "l":‘ql;l'
the good fight of faich, lay hold on -
cternal life” (1 Tim. 6:12). That 1c:

quires vigorous effort. We cannot be

timid, listless, “tired” soldiers We
must atéack our spiritual objecuves
with all-out cffort.

‘The Christian life can also be com-
pared to a wrestling match, where your
strengch i}pincd against that of. your
opponents (the “world, your own -
human nature, and the wiles of Saun
the devil). In ordef to win over these
adversarics, you must go a/f out, pull
out all the stops — keep up your
guard, be on the alert, and be aggres-

_sive. Don't’ let the enemy demoralize
. you, or “psyche you out”

with his
propaganda. You must resiss the devil
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with every fiber of your being, }training
against sin!
In our age of idlengss, lethargy and

"ease, everybody is concerned about sclf

— his own material welfare. And if we

’ .
* are'ndt super-carcful, eyen we in God's

Church can kecome inoculated with

. the world’s atntudc’

Our Prime Example -

Jesus Christ set us the cxamplc, It
was written of Him:.“For consider him
that endured such contradiction of sin-

ners against hnmsclf lest ye be wearied *

and faint in your mlnds Ye have not
yet resisted unto blood, striving against
n” (Heb. 12:3-4).°

The Apostle Peter exhorts: “Be so- -

ber, be. vigilant; because your, adversary
the: devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, secking whom he may devour:
whom™ REsiST steadfast in the faith,

knowing that the same afflictions are” -

zccomphshcd in your brethren that are -

in. the world” (I Pet. 5:8-9).
The natural temptation is to get our

- mind off the enemy and his tactics and
_ on to-oursclves. Satan would like noth-

ing~ betrer than to. get us worried,
thinking about our own lives, and get
our mind off the captain of our faith,
Jesus Christ, and the Kingdom of God.

That's why Jamgs wrote also: ““Resist. -

the devil, and he will flee from you”
(Jagnes 4:7). Are you putting up resis-
taddec? Or are you a spiritual noodle —
a pushovcf ~—a_marshmallow? '

The Tenacity of Jaéob

When it came to determination our
forefather Jacob was a real winner. Af-

“ter a long night of wrestling unil day-

break with the One who became Christ
(Gen. 32:24), ‘who was testing Jacob to
sec if h§ had’ real character,"Jacob still
would ;\og give up. When daybreak
came, Christ said, “Let mc go.” But
Jacob only panted, *I will not let you
80, cxcept you bless me” (verse 26).

Was Jacob being distespectful? No,
not at all He knew thgt
testing his mettle co see if he would
endure adversity.

Whén Jacob passcd the test, Christ
then told him: “Thy name shall’ be
called no more Jacob, but Tsracl [that
is, prevailer, avercomer, ruler or ‘cham-

.

. drop by the wayside due 1o “battle .

Vo

God was

. GOOD NEWS

pion with God}: for as a prmcc hast
thou power with God and with men,
and hast PREVAILED” (versc 28).

God names people what they are, for
names have great meaning with Him.
Jacob was one who prevailed — who
fought till he got the victory. He en-
dured to the end — never letting go
even though he was in great pain as a
result -of his hip being out of joint
(versc 25). That’s why he was a con-
queror, a champion, and why God
changed his name.

Brethren, in order for ws to receive
God’s blessing, we too must strive, pre-
vail, endure and fight the good fight,
never giving up or letting go of the

promises God has given to cach of us. <

Jesus Christ commanded; “STRWE to |
enter in at the strait gate...” (Luke
13:23). The original word used here is
agonizomai in the Greek ahd means to
struggle, to compete for a prize, to
contend with an adversary — to fight,
labor fervently, strive, to agonize! That's
the kind of cffort nceded to be a cham-
_pion — one who mvms' ' .

There are“some who grow weary
with the fight. Some may start out to
carry “‘a_message 1o Garaa,” bur soon

fatigue.™ Even scasoned veterans some-
times grow baerle weary and give up.
Unaccustomed  to the  self-discipline

" necessary to ke a loyal soldier, all too

. many ‘lack the tenacity and stick-to-it-
““iveness that is nccessary to be a winner
and CONQU!:ROR .

_Carry ‘the Message!
In his widely published article, El-
bert Hubbard wroter “It 1s not book

‘learning young men need, or instruc-
~ tion about this and thar, but a stzffening

of the vertebrae which will cause. them
to be loyal to-a trust to act promptly,
concentrate their energies: do the thing
— 'Canty a message o Garcia' ™'

Brethren, we have 2 “message for
Garcia”! But our message 1s from God.
We arc charged with the commission
of getung that message — the good
ncws of His coming ngdom — toall
.the world a5 a witness.

If any people should be Iaya/ to a
trust, be willing and able to act’
promptly’ and to ' concentrate, their

energics on fulfilling .an assigned rask

3 . 19 

— if any péoplc should “carry a mes-

* sage to Garcia,” we should be that peaple!

Mr. Herbere W. Armstrong during
his ‘many ycars of experience, discov-
ered long ago that the members who*
really grow spiritually are the ones who-

put their whole bearts into God’s

Work! Those who put this Work first
in_their lives are also the ones” who
endure 1o the end (Matr. 6:33). Bur -
those who put $hemselves first sooner or
later fall by the wayside — becoming
spiritual “casualties,” losing out on the )
victory ahead. : )
Rowan demonstrated stedfast, loyal
character when -given an assignment -to
go find a particular general. How much

‘more should we demonstratc lovalty,

faithfulness, dependability, dedication,
determination, and resourccfulness in
performing our part in carrying God's
message of cternal salvanon o the

. entire world!

Christ and Our Message

Jesus Christ came with 2 message,
the truc gospel. He carried the message
faithfully, resourcefully, zaalously. He
fulfilled God's . Work. .

He said, “I must work the works of
him cthat sent. me, while it is day”
(John 9:4). He declared, “My meat is
o do the will of him that sent me, and
to FINISH HIS WORK" (John 4:34).

Of Jesus it was written, *The lhAL
of thin “housc ‘hath caten me up
Uohn 2:17). Jesus was wrapped up ina .

. cause, a work, 2 mission Hee regarded as

greater than Himself 'His paramount
concern was the Work of God> He was

_willing to give His own lifc to accom-

- plish that Work!

Why was Jesus wxllmg to go all thc

, way?

The answer is sxmplc Jesus had vi-

sion. He saw- the end reswlt. His cycs,

were not taken off the supreme goal by
physical distractions or temprations of
this temporary carchly life. His eyes and

‘mind were focused on the overview.
. He foresaw that through His-sacrifice -

billions of sons of God would someday
exist in the famlly of God, ruling over
the entire universe.

Jesus never faltered. He was a “sol-

_dier” willing to give His life that bil-

lions might be saved from the eternal
 (Comtinued on inside back cowr)

-
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“God had to reveal thls

How Important Is Your

°

- i
.

illpower?

Just how much should You do, and what parf does GOD
. play in overcoming your human nafuré? What is the role of - N
self-gliscipline and determination in a Christian’s’life? This

- article wn" show you how :mporfun' your willpower is in -

“R. Herbert W. Armstrong has
“sad many times, “God will
not do for you what you can
do for \oursclf Dq you really com-

'prchcnd that statement?”

" Let’s examine a biblical cxamplc to

- see this pnnqplc lllustratcd and

proved. |
Of himsélt, Nozh had no way of

'knowmg that the world of man was

soon to be destroyed by a flood. So

instruct- him 10 build an ark in which
to t:supc “
" But God didn’t build the ark. God

(ould have créated an ark just as He

prcparcd a great fsh for Jonah — but
as Noah could do that for himiclf,

God'put him to the fest. Even though
) _.(rod assisted by giving measurements
" “and other advice, Nozh had ‘to 8o

about the physical task,
“ 1f Nozh had not put hn heart into

‘bulldmg the ark, if he had been sloppy

in his work: and in supcrvmng the
entire  project, do you think God_

would have saved him? Of coursc, if .-
_circumstances beyond Noah's control
" threatened. to destroy the ark, . God -

would certainly have mtcrvcnc-,i 10 save

_|t and Noah. )
The cxpcncncc of Noah xllustmtcs

the point: God will not do for yeu what.

Noah and -

overcommg sin.

L

- by Stephen Martin

you can do for yai«rsel[u Wha_t you can-
not do yourself, God will do for you
(n- you have donc your part), but your,

past must bcedone by vou if you
*would have His assistance. -

Not realizing and acting on this,
bastc prinaple 15 a reason many in

“God's Church are not as successful in

overcoming their human pature as they
could be. Waiting Jtor, God o over

come their pmblcms tor them, they fail '

to realize what therr part is, and thus

- fail 1o put forth the gflort rcqulrcd to

overcome.
The Role of. Your
Willpower )

* What then s your part in over-

coming human nature? Just this: yow

have to put forch the cffore, the dcter-

mination_to overcome your human na- |

turc. In this, as in" every part of the
Christidn life, you must know and have
faith that success is all dependent on

"Gon, but you must work and strive at

it asif it all depends on you. .

The cftore and self-disipline 1o - do
this is called wiLLbOWER. And this in-
gredient is sadly lacking. in taday’s so-
ciety, and thus also in many of Gad’s
people.

All too many of us give in to the
bascr drives of human nature. Why?

Because determination , (willpower) to
stop sin, to resist the. pull of the flesh,

- is lacking. .

For.example, television-takes up far

= too much time in the average church

member's life, while praver :and Bible
study are all too often lacking Why?
Because' television takes no ctiort to
watch, requires-no willpower to view,~
while prayer and study rtake cttore and
determindtion -to  accomplish  Many
just give in without even atterhipting
to fight laziness.- They do not exert the
cffort to make themselves do what they

- know they should’ do. s v

What is your biggest problem:’
What one sin have you buabicd and
pampered? If you analyze your problem
you will probably find you-have not
overcome it because you have not put,
forth the self-discipline necessary to on-
quer it. You probably have not been
willing to face that enemy and do your
part in defeating it

It is truc that you nccd God’s help
and strength to overcome problems,
buc if you lack the sclf-discipline w
DILIGENTLY seck God's help, you will
mo receive that help.

‘Why Willpower Is Weakened

. The Bible warns in Proverbs 2'5;28.
“He that has no rule over his own
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SMric i likea city chat is broken down,
and without walls.” Just as a city with-
out bro'tcction will finally fall, so, too,
will the Christian who does not “‘rule
over his own spirit,” or in our modern
terminology, does not have self- du-

cipline!

What weakens w1llpowcr’ What are

‘the factors that tear down, debilitate,

dllutc our, self-determination? .

There are several factors in today’s’

socicty that have contributed to the
weakening: of our willpower. We need
to recognize -these factors and FIGHT
them! . e

Laziness — It is normal to follow
the line of least resistance, to do the

. . . . ’
easy thing. It is human, but it is not

Christian. Christ warns us against the
broad, casy way, and commands us to
take the narrow, difficult, hard path
(Mart. 7:13).

Human beings tend to seek the ave-

nue of quick success, failing to realize
_ true_succeds comes only- through hard

effort. Consistent hard work finally gets
the job done, and nothing else really
v;&\_rorks. Since it is normal to lack will-
power, we must learn to fight ‘what
comes naturally.
that laziness is inherent and fight it
with dogged determination!. -

Lack of Willpower Training — Most

- of us were never made to complete our

projects when we were: children. Many
of us were allowed to take fdod on our
plates and then not eat all of it, to gét
out our toys and leave them scattered
about, 1o’ start a project and never com-
plece it. Most of our parents didn’t
teach us we should “never give in.”

And 50 most of us are suffering from a -

lack of’ determination to complete 2

“task, to see a project through to the
end, because as children we were .
allowed to drop a task when only half
* way through. :

Now that you afc an adult, you

‘must belatedly begin training yourself in

the areas where you are deficient. You

_-can also dctermine to ‘train your chil-
dren differently. You can begin by,

teaching your child the importance of
completing what he begins.

Society's nfluence — We live in an
#gc where work is commonly shunned
and leisurc is glorified. Our industrial
socicty has provided us with so many

-~

You should realize -

GOOD NEWS

modern gadgets that we have lost the -

plohccrmg spirit.
“This is the age of instant- coffee,

.'instant tea, instant potatocs and, some

would like to believe, instant character.

(The latter, of course, is not possible.)

It is not wrong to use modem conve-

niences, but don’t allow them to foster -

a “lazy” spirit. *
Modern conveniences have added to

" our socicty’s charactet of laziness. In
the beginning years of our nation, our.
forefathers were not as plagued with

habitual laziness as the 20th century

scems to be. They had to work hard . to -

exist, and hard work didn’t frighten
them. It is a tragic memorial to the
20th century that too many are afraid
to work. This attitude has fostered
varying degrees of weakened willpower
in all of us which we need to fight!
Discouragement — Though you fight
a particular weakness, you are almost
bound to suffer occasional setbacks. It’s
what you do then that's. most impor-

“rant. You can give up and say, “Oh,

what's the use, I'll never lick this prob-

lem.” Or you can repent’ and determine -

never to “fail again

Remember the old, but very true
saying, “Quitters never win, and win-
ners never quit.”” Never

the Enghsh nation during World War
I1: “Never give in, never give in, never,

‘never. NEVER'”

So don’t let - dmouragcmcm weaken

“your will to ﬁght your parmular prob-

lems!
" Delay of - Pmmbmml —  Ecclesiastes
8:11 states, “Because sentence against

an cvil work_ is not executed speedily,

therefore the heart of thc sons of men

is flly sct in them to do evil”
Because God. doesn’t  immediatcly

strike you dead when you sin, your -

human-tendency is to assume or act as
if you assume that you have gotten

away. with the crime, and so you fail to

sec thg need to really fight the prob-
lem(s) that led you to sin. Actually, it

‘is not your getting away with it, but

God’s mercy: and, His hope you will
cvcnuu]ly repent that keeps Him from
meting out immediate pumshmcm
(Rom. 2:4).

Don’t mxsconstruc God's mcrcy

allow,
- discouragement 1o weaken your deter-
mination. As Winston Churchill told -

21

forbearance. Don’t weaken your own
willpower by thmkmg you got away
with' 2 particular sin.

The Habit of Procrastination — Pro-
crastination is delaying what must be ’
done, putting it off, just hoping that
somchow the tasks will ‘mysteriously
get done by themselves. Procrastination

" weakens willpower, destroys self-dis-

cipline, and leaves you z slave o lazi-

“fess. It is the grandfather of many "

spiritual diseases. o

So fight procrastination by . setting
your will not to put things off if you -
can help R -Accomplish them. when
they should be done. You will find a
great deal of satisfaction in 0 doing,
and you’ll be building spiritual charac-
ter.

The Wrong Kind of Meditation —

* Have you ever noticed that if instead of

instantly obeying God, you hesitatc in

- order to weigh up the pros and cons of
_a particular act, trying to decide

whether or not it is really a sin; that
you ‘will invariably ﬁnally perform that
action?

QOf course it may be pcrmlssxb}g in
the sight 'of God to do what you have
wondered about, but when in doubt
the best advice is — DON'T. This is the .
meaning .of Romans 14:23: “And he
that doubteth is damned- if hé eat, be-’
cause he cdts not of faith: for whatsoever
is not of faith is SIN” "

Don't toy around with thoughts of
sinful actions, because if you do, the
thoughts will eventually lead to thc'
acts. Immediately reject what -
know to be wrong. Don't allow your
mind to weigh up the “pleasurce” of the
sin against the penalty, because this

- type of meditation weakens and de-

stroys. willpower.

A Vague Conception of Our Goal —
Proverbs 29:18 tells us: *Where there
is no vision, the people perish.” Lack of
vision is perhaps the greatest reason for

lack of growth in Christians. In . -

I Corinthians 13:12, Paul wrote: “For
now wg scc through a glass, darkly.”

But many don’t sce through the glass

at all. Having a goal is the. first of the
seven laws of success. If our goal is’
unreal to us we will not be motivated
to change. We will fack the willpotwer-
and sclf-discipline a Christian mgst have
to overcome the human nature within
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us. Study your Bible ‘and sharpen up
the goal of a Christian in your own
mind’s cye.

How to Strengthen Your
Willpower

<

Now that we have examined the

factors that weaken willpower, we need -

to learn the practices that ;lrmgtbm

and build up willpowgr. Avoid the’

* weakening factors, and make the posi:

tive factors a way of life. This way you
BUILD rather than dcstroy your will-
POWCI'

Resolve ta Overcome —;, The first key to
strengthening willpower is.x firm reso-
lute decision to mount ‘a crusade
against our problems. A Christian has
to determine with a_positive: actitude
that he will overcome sin. Rather than

“sayings “I'll TRY to defeat -my weak-

versions; if you have a weakness being

* with *“goodics” you have difficulty re- .

ness,” 'wc must affirm, “I SHALL ovel-
come.’ ‘

by making 2 mental cetreat plan‘just in
case_you don’t overcome. Such a con-
tingency plan will sabotage your will-

POWC(

situation. Do, in this casc, "put all your,
cggs in onc basket.” Destroy all contin-
gency -plans. The Christian must aim

- for success without makmg Pl’OVlblOﬂ

for the possibility of failure.

Avoid Dangerous Situations — The
second factor that must be employed to
strcngthcn wxllpowcr is’ to avoid the
situations that would normally destroy
it. If your problem is alcohol, don't
hang around bars; if you have a weak-

" ness for sex, don’t go to movics that,

flaunt sexual .transgressions and  per-
overweight, don't stack your closets

sisting

Don't give occasion f‘or further sin

“Bum your. bndgcs behind ._
* you'™ has its application in this kind of -

I have known al¢oholics who keep

“alcohol in their home just 1o prove

they can lick the problem. That is fool-
ish becauge it can be a constant tempta-

. tion, We are told in I Corinthians 6:18

to’ “flee fornication™! It docsn’t'say to
stay around the tempiation to develop
strength of character, by resisting. * Jo-

scph didn’t stay around Potiphar's

wife; he fled lese herbe tempted to give
in to her desires. The principle of fiér-

.ing applics to all forms of tempuation.

GOOD NEWS®

In Matthew 5:27-30, we 3re told to
““cut off” the members of our body that
would cause us to sin. This does not

mean you should licerally cut off your.

hand if you are a thicf, but it might be
a good idea to tic your hands together
when you enter a store, if stealing is a
tempgation.” If you have a problem
with lust, don't literally cut out your

" ¢ye. But-it would be good to force your
head in the opposite direction to avoid *
sceing the object that tempts you to

think or do evil. )

The lesson Christ wants us to learn
in these verses is to avoid and stay clear
of temptation — don’t snuggle up
close to it to prove you can resist. That

is taking firc into your bosom; and as -

Proverbs 6:27 explains, you are certain
‘to get bumed if you do! - /..

Build (Good Habits — To get air out

of a bottle, you put liquid in. So too-
with a2 Christian’s life. To destroy- the
_bad habuts, ‘you must replace them with
good habits. This is “overcoming cvil
with good™ (Rom. 12:21),

regular prayer and Bible study, fasting
more often than just on the BPay of
Atonement. serving other brethren and
generally liying a life of outgoing love.
"When you are spending more . time
doing whar ‘is cggrect, you obvnously
will have less vme 0 do what is
wrong )

Catch the Viston —~ As mcnnoncd .
: bdorc

lack ot “vision destroys will”
power, so a strong goal and resulting
high mouvanon will help temen-
dously in developing willpower. We
-read i1 John 3 3 that “every man that

_hath this hope o1 lum-{tht hope of the -

resurrecuon trom the dead — verses 1-

2} punhcth himself [ovcuumc;. con- -
evenas he [Christ} js -

quers evil],
"pure .
Again. in Hebrews 6:19, we leam
that hopc anchors the soul, makes a

good steady dependable Christian, one .

not blown about by cvcry wind -of
doctrine :

Matthew 13 44-46 shows that the
Kingdom of God s like a hxddcn trea-
surc and a peard of great pncc which

when once 2 man finds 'he will +do .

anything to obain that treasure for his
own. The trouble with many Christians
is that they are like the South African

e . -

Good -
habits you should develop include,

-~ . ’
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-natives of the 19th century who ex-

'

" sct before all Christians.

changed diamonds for trinkets because”
they were ignotane of the value of dia-
monds. Unless you truly recognize the

_value of the Kingdom of God, you

will not be motivated to “sell” aH you
have — give your all — to obuin this
pearl of great price. - -
If, as Christians, we have the hope of
salvation burning in our Winds, theh
we will be motivated and will excroise
the willpower necessary to overcome.
Seek God's Help — What should you
do if you don't truly see the value of

* your-calling? How can you recognize
the “pearl of great price”? God shows

that you must seek His help. and have
your eyes opened. _

In Ephesians 1:15-18, Paul states,
that he prayed continbally that the
Ephesian’church would see the real goal
“The éves ot
yout understanding being enlightened,
that ye may know what is the-hope of
his calling, and what the‘riches ot the
glory of his inheritance in the saints

" In Philippians 2:12-13, we tind the
key to this entire subject of willpowet

- Paul exhorted God's people at Phil- -

Work gut your own salyation

ippi: ™

- with fear and trembling [that's yoir
" part]. For it is God which worketh in

you both T0O Wil.L-and to [)() ot his-
good pleasure.”
ou the wiLL, the self-determination,
S‘-c meneal determination you need 1o -
overcome your nature and recerve salva-
tion — f you will-ask Hom for 1’
Receiving salvauon and overcoming
our faults and problems could be Lk’
ened to *'moving ‘the. Empirc * State
Building by tying a rope around it and

- pulling with all your strengih.

As you pull, smvmg aganst  all
odds, suddenly you notice the building
begin 10 move But you really haven't
maved the building — Gob did ‘Bur”
God didn’t move 1t unul "He saw you -
put the rope.around the building
Then he waited to see you put torch all
youdir human effore. And after'you have

.. put forth all you had to giver (;ou

moves the building.
So go to God and ask -for His pouer

and the wiLL to do what you know 13
_ right. Remember, *For it is God which

worketh in you both o Wit and © O
ofhls good plmurc" (Plul 2:13). 0O

God promises w gre
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Constructive _ meditah’on
can and should play a “vi-
tal role in our Christian
h\,(.es. This article will
show you how 'to begin
meditating effectively:

’

by George Ritter

Wilhyr Bery - Ambuwado Caliege 3

A quiet stroll through the woods can inspire many reflective - thoughh

wm”mnn 1 rcpu(cd 10 have

“sand. "Thmkmg 15 the hardest

+ work there is, which s the
probable rewson why so tew engage n o™
W hether Ford actualby, said it or not,
that statement has never been
accurate than today. '

.muotre
l:\)( most \:)' us,
“tube”
than turny on our, minds

Quars s the agenot only ot the pad

turming vn che 15 muich caser

.

entastainct and thd- hired speciabist who
wan }"I(!\’ld(‘ the services we're unable
]\nh)ni\ for uus\cl\(‘( hutar s also an
age i which we L4n even become ac-
customed 1o Icmng athers do - our

thinhmg tor us ~
-

. . .

A Human Weakness

i, »
© *Our educational processes have had

4 part 10 this mind numbing move-

denay toavond

" about the creahve power, nature and character of God

~ment Too otren, as students, instead ot
.tn.tlwlnpﬂ the suh]ul mattér'to s it i
WIS e CuiaLe, we slmpl\

had
spoon ted - Atter all, ddn’t many at .

the ¢xam sheet what we been

JUAL 2o o u'hm)| tor ;,r.ld(\
And

become increasinghy® \[‘(«uh/(d antd

now oven tour gebsetend 1o
automated. Iu»nm uy workcin with. -
htde need meenine e gunk Qur
cnsonmoent ('n\()llllg('\' K Hi(H(.lI ten-
thinkigg .

unneceyan’”

Humuanly . we tend o by sii;\_nlu 1al.

As God savs in 1 Samyel 1o @ may, -

nommalh  dooky only agthe outward

appc:u.amc Fhis often” nicansethat we
ACLOPL a0 answer, mlu(um o1 \u} [‘n\(d
tact on tace, value :

Halt 4 ceatun’ “agu,

p]:uplc anumed, the new and mighty

tor example,

cpeated on’

»

£




PP

T
.

.

e i L ]

&

L4

~

24

ity its watcr-tight integrigy” had_ been
sacrificed for the comfort of the passen-
gers. Supcrﬁcialh it was undoubtedly a

Titanic was unsinkable, th:;yx in real-

, Majestic, awe-inspiring ship. Probablv

fobody heught much about her intei-
nal strength and stability until 2 mas-
sive iceberg ripped a 300-foot gash in
her -hull,

But perhaps ;hc most unfortunate
part of our “no-think™ environment is
its cffect on the mental outlook of

" many of us in God's Church. As its

conscquence, we don't spcnd the time
or effort we should in active thought

. and meditation abour God, His laws,

His Word, and how thcv all relate o
our Invcs

. Meditdtioh Leads to
Prosperity and Success

We find in Joshua 1:8 thatGod
commandcd the children of " Isracl:

-

“This book of the law shall not depart +

out of thy mouth; but thou shalt med;-

tase therein day and night” — why? — -

“that thou ‘mavest observe to do- ac-
cording to all that is written therein:
for then thou shalt make thy way pros- -
pemm and thcn thou shalt bhave good
S succesy.”

We all want to be successful and
prosperous Yet often God cannot bless
tus as He would like to ‘do because we
arc inadvertently breaking His law. For
unless we are mcdlratmg on aur own
llvcs in relation to that Jaw, we an
casily overlook areas where our perfor-

. mance is-not up to God's smndards.

Don't just assunic vouare on sold -
spititual “ground! ‘Examinc vourself
{11 Cor 13:9) and at the same time ask
God to help yousearch out your own

Jife (Ps. 139:23.24). Use the law as a

spiritual vardsgick with which to mea-
sure your own personal performance
Look for the hidden, subtle sins thac

_often escape notice.

David. in Psalm 119:103, called
God's Word, which includes the law, a
*lamp unto my fect and a light unto
my path.” For God's law to illiminate

- our lives as it should, we must be’

actively thinking and medstating on ic.
Mcditating on God's Law
The firsc Psalm, verse .2, very. apdv

dcsc’nbcs the ngh(mus pcmon (a truc -

. . .
GOOD NEWS

Christian): “But his delight is in the
law’ of the Lord; and in His law doth
he meditate day and night.”

Fine. But how do you megitate on
God’s law? Let’s take one of the Ten
Commandmcnts — the scvcmh — for-
example: “Thou “shalt not commit
adultery.” Now, think about- this for a

‘while. Thie pcoplc of the world, for the’
“most part, don’t kccp that onc toa
- well, do they? .

Suppose they did k_ccp this com-

. mandment — thén what?

All forms of venereal. disease would
eventually -be wiped out! No more
gonorrhea and syphilis. No more blind
babics born to unwed mothers. The
incidence of babies born with serious
mentat defects would drop as well.

Another resilt: fewer potcnml juve-

snile delinquents. The phenomenon of

fatherless children would virewally dis-
appeat. Children would develop with
more  balanced personalities, keener

- minds, better health, _etc., erc.

Now think about what happcns o
the pcople involved in an adulterous -
relationship Are they helped? Far from

it! The fisc time they probably feel,

pretey guilty aboug it. But if they cor-
tinie to indulge, they " will probably
sear thair consciences td  point
where any thing goes — cven wuh part-
ners of the same sex!

Then there is the othcr mate. Think
about what it must feel like to be

_cheated, defrauded and lied to by the

very onc who supposedly took you for
better or worse: (if, indeed, that™ was
cven done in the firse place). And let's
not forget the children. Certainly thcy
will sensc thag mommy and daddy
aren’t’ getting along (even if ‘the
wronged mate doesn't realize what has
been  happening). A. feeling of in-

‘sequrity will devetop. And permanent
scars will form in their personalitics .
and.character that may never be com.

pletely erased in this physical life.

What about the plight of the ex-

pectant unwed mother? In considering

the Qlicrnatives, she may undergo’ the

tragedy "of an abornon. If it’s too late

for that. the ncwly born, child may be

abandoned \oi discarded in someone's

Neglected, ¢

-
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garb'agé can. lt actually happens! Or if

. the unwanted child is more fortunate,

he might be farmed out to an orphan-

- age or adoption agency..But cven if the
-expectant  mother loves and really
~wants to keep the baby, what chance

do you think the child has for a normzl
existence? .

‘Now consider whzt mankind s
doing about all.of these problems. You
guecssed it — ereating the effects with
penicillin, -the pill, prophylactics, and

-misguided sex education, To cven sug-*

gest thac; adultery or fornication is
harmful to all partics concerned, and
that it vidlates a living law given by an
all-wise God for man’s benefit, well-

“being and hippiness, would be chnsid-

ered 2 bit “old fashioned” in todav s
“enlightened” modern socicry. ’
.. Does thinking — meditating — on
these evils get you surred upa lide
bit? Can you see how badly this world

-needs God's Kingdom and His laws?

Does this give you a better 'understand-
mg of why obeying God's laws 1s s0
®vital to ‘our own salvation as well as
“that of the world?”

Use this pnncnplc of meditation on
all of God’s commandments, statutes
(Ps. 119:48) and judgmenes You'll

'thcn be able to pray more fervently,

“Thy Kingdom come!”
But what's that you say? You “din't
meditate™? “It takes too much effort”-

Rccondiu'oning Our Mmds .

*'We might compare our minds to a
well-made precision watch Kept run.

_ning, cleaned and oiled periodically, 4

fine ‘watch ‘normally will tumtmn
smoothly and cﬁmcmly for a2 hitcaime.
parts will r:vcmualh be-
come rusef, dirty, and out of synchro-
nization. lf our minds arc not kept
active and fed a proper mental and
spiritual diet, they will also become

. ineficient and run down.

Unfortunately, if you have allowed
your mind to.stagnate to the point that

. vdeep and continuous’ thinking or con.

structive cogitation of any typg 1s a

chore — be it spiritually oriented or

otherwise — it is going to take somc

effort to get it back into condition. But

it can be done! - L
If you have difficulty gerting your.
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mental gears into mation. go back and
eeread Dr. Roderick C. Meredith’s arti-
cles, such as “Seven Keys to Mental
Mastcrv, which have been published
in back issues of The PLAIN TRUTH and
ToMORROW's W ORLE mafazines. You
will also find baoks like The Art of

Clear Thinking by Rudolph Flesch quite

hclpful
Environment, surroundings and lifc-

style can be great hindrances 4o effec..

tive  meditation It's difficult, you
know, to do any constructive medi-

rL big round of
activities, social cvents and entertaining
junkets Or 1f you continually *burn
the midnmght oil” becausé vou're

snowed under. behind in vour assign: -

2

ments, or simply cngrossed in_ vour

work, vou may expenience the  same
lack of deep. reflective thoughe.
Jesus Christ- successfully .confronted
that kind of "problem dunng His
carthly minsstry. He and His disciples
were so busy in the Work of God that
at onc poine they didn’t even have time

- to cat! (Mark 6.31) The obvious solu-

ton was to break up the routine and

get away trom the pressures for a while -

Undoubtedly, during this short *“vaca-
tion,” Christ must have spent a signifi-
cant amount of ume 1n meditaung and
planning On other occasions, He took.
the ume tor this type of spinitual reju-
venation cven. in the midst of a busy
day's “acuvites Uoﬁn G:1%: 8:1).

We need, just as Chnst did, to step
back from ume to ume from our rou-

what wc're doing  Almost anyrhing
that will get you out of your. notmal
environment will help Ounc of ‘the

most relaxing and enjovable ways 1s.t0”

get .out into God's creation by going
hiking, camping. back-packing or ca-
nocing ‘You'll hnd that meditation
will come much casier in this type of
environment N

You won't have to contend with
television, radio, ninging telephoncs, si-
tens, barking dogs, et And once you
get out and -away from “the four

~walls,” you’ll hndithat many:of youir -
inconveniences

day-to-day _problems,
and difficultics won't seem quite so ali-
encompasung and’ “carth-shaking” ‘as
you originally imagined. David got the

- tines and take a long, reflective look at .
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“big picture” and saw things in cheir-
" truc -perspective when he was able to

meditate in the midst of Gdd*s creation
(Ps. 83.9). - . = :

Meditate on God's Creation

David smd in Psalm 143:3: “1 mcdl :

tate on all thy works; | muse on the
work of thy hands"

chg out in the wide, opén spaces
is not always nccessary to-be able to -
reflect on the creatve power of God
and His creation — and on what they
reveal about His nature and characger
You can easily do this nght in your
own backvard - : .

For instance. if you happen to be
raking leaves, think for a few munutes
-about thosc little objects being pushed
along by vour rake Each onc possesses.
symmictry, balance and a purposcful de-
sign Thinking about thesc aspects of
your subjcct should give vou a better

_ insight ingo some of God's personality -
and chagacter trans

Then look a litele furthcr Notice
the dificrent vancues. shapes and, de-
signs of leaves hanging from the sur-
rounding trees Somcone had quite x
bit of imaginaton to design cverything
from pine ncedles to guant tern leaves
And cach variety 15 not only fabneated
to be plcagng to the eve in terms of
beauty an:?xulur but 15 aiso devigned
with 4 specihc funcnonal purpose 1n
mind Man has vet o tully explan the
mystetious action of. the chlorophyll-

+ that makes leaves green Obwiously it
~ took the master Designer. Chemust and

Arust, 0! the universe to
togethér” ang freatc Icave’
Take anv object, - small or great,

“put it all

simple or complex, in God's (reation -

and thunk about 1t from the standposnt
of the genius of design. breadth of
‘1maginaton, depth ot planning and
understanding thatwent nw 1t and
you'll suon begin to marvel and stand
n awce ot.the mind and powet of Al
mr‘iltv God' - -

Mecditate on’ Lessons from
o the Past

Don't cver underestimate the value
of hindught! God certanly doesn't

" Forty-ninc books in the Old Testament

v

2%
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contain 929 chapters thae arc chock-full

- of historical examples written expressly
" for vou and me! (1 Cor 10:4 ) But the
- lessons you need to learn won't just

pop out of the page.and into vour
brain unless you're meditating about
the meaning of the black and whitc
print passing before vour cves
Whenever vou are reading such ex-
amples, slow down and ask vourself 2
few questions Rad between the lines
Analyze the character and mouvanions
of the people involved View the pas-
sage in question as it fits into the over.
all” panorama of historical and social
cvents of the time And most impor-
tant of ‘all, relate the events vou are
reading about to. your own personal
life
_ For example. take the case of Saul.
king of Tsracl We know he disobeyed
God. We understand fully that he was
rebelhous and self-rightcous  Bur did
you cver analyze or think decply abaut -
wl_’ux were some of the causative fagtors
involved 1n his downfall”

‘F‘_z_rst. vou mught remember [ Samucl

“15 17 which says, in the Authonzed

Version, that when Saul was hitde 1n

“his own sight, God''chose him 10 be
madg king Obvioush . vou would say -

the throne must have gone to his head

Buc think 4 little turther — about the -
"ume he: firsg .went wiong by offening

sacrifices at Gulg aJ contrary o Samuel’s
instruction ¢l am 13 8 10)

Saul knew that Samucl spoke tor
God. and he obkusl\ telt  guiley
about what he did. but he tned to
excuse his actons to Samuel Notice
what his reasoning was “*Because | saw
that cthe people were sattered from me,
and -that thou camest not within the
days appomtc?] and that the Philistines
gathered themsclves tugether at Mich-

mash, therctore. said |, the Philistines
will come down upon me to Gilgal. -

and 1 have not made supplication unco

. the Lord: 1 forced mysclf therefore, and

offered a burnt oﬂcrmg (verses 11-12)

CUWel, -t appears he just  lacked
faith.” you_ mught say. Tmc but look

8

further.

" Primanly  he was wumcd because -

“the people were scattored from e

<
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Immgdiately 'we can surmusc that he
was overly mmcmcd aboug hns own
prestige and importance 1n the ‘eves of
the people. He was afraid chat if he just

* sat there he would appear to the people
kike a2 dunce. Instcad, he wanted to :
" show them he was a dynamic man of

action — that HE, Saul, would save
them from the villainous Philistines.
After all, .wasn't he the biggest man in
Isracl’ He couldn’t allow his knight-in-

shining-armor 'mage 0 geg rzmlshcd .

could he”

Also. he had to get that sacrifice in
betore the Philistines cameé down on —
who’- The. people’ Of course not’
Sav!' (Verse 12) Saul was looking out,
for “old number one " That is not the
kind of character God wants 1n a
leaders -

Then there was the matter of Samuel
not showing up Maybé Saul figured he
wouldn’t make st “Atter all, you can’t
always be sure -about his word,” he
probably reasoned  (Perhaps Samucl’s
delay was for the purpose of test.,
ing Saul’s obedience) Then. too,
Saul morc than likely had his doubts
about God's government  He probably
rcasoned 1t was finc to follow it for
routme situations, but this was a war-
nme cmergency " The time had come to
take mattens into his own hmds Saul’
had his eves on the Ph:hsnncs and
‘nowhere near God's power He totally

forgot whose natnon he was ruling and -

who had put ham at ats head.
Actually, as’ the Revised Standal
Verswon shows, Saul was “/rtele in his
own sight (I Samuel 1%:17) in the
sense that he did not wmprc(xcnd as
king over God’s nation, that he was in

a ety big position, and therefore even
y g pe

the smallest example of disobedience

on his part would have a very serious ’

cffect on the cnurg nanon

The whole suum{)&‘should nng a
few mcmal bells, as Mar as our own
actions arc concerned, because Saul's
problems were some of the same ones
that many of.us today face from ume
to ume He tacked. faseh 1in God and in
His government to work shings out,
became impatient;"and tried 0 work
out a human solution. Hg was morc
than he was

g
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the people-or thc nation, and he used
deceit in trying © ‘make his actians
look good in the sight of men.

The account is all very-realistic, up-
to-date and applicable fos us today. The
lessons arc there in God's Word. The
unStlon is: will we take time to med;-

tate on what we read in order to learn

and apply them?

Meditate on Your foe
~and Work o

A

When you come home after 2 hard

- day’s work, do you flop down in front

of the TV and promptly fail to capital-
1ze on .the lessons and experiences of
that day? Qr ‘do you, at some time

durning the cvening, reflect on the main’

events that' transpired. and "what you
can do to improve your pcr(orrnancc’
For instance, if you have offended
somconc, or something didn’t go
exactly nght, don’t just chalk it up to a

" bad day. bur analve¢ what happened

and why Scc what .biblical principle
you or others violated Learn from your
mustakes and trom crcumstances chat

surround your hfc It you do this,

- you'll%ind correcugn not only casier o

take, but you will probably soon be
getung much lesy ot 1o (1 Cor 11:31).

Remembier, David saxd he thokght on
his ways-arrd7as a result tumned his feet

- to God's testimonics (Ps. 119°99).

And s you medptate on your own
Iite, 10 will bc'hc'lptul to learn about
the hives of tamgus men such as Frank-
lin, MacActhur, Churchill, Pacton 2hd
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with marrow and famcss;‘ and my
mouth shall praise thee with joyful
lips: when I vemember thee upon my bed,
and.meditate on thee in the mg.bt watches"
(Ps. 63:3-6).

mer prayers will be more joyful — -

 your praise more sincere — if you take

_you do? Count

* time ‘to meditate on God! Dav:d did it.

Why don’t you?
After going o begy
unable to go right® vk 1

k you “ever.
} What do

Why not MEDITATE?
¢+ As you lic there fecling the blood
pulse in your remple, think about the
great master Designer who ‘made your

" heart. By what prqeesses docs your,

heart keep beating? You almost ncver:
give it a thought. Yet this powertul
pump ticks day and night. 1c responds

_to'sthe demands of physical exertion

and emofional involvement.

_With this meditation will come a
warm feeling — a feeling that you'd
like to kneel down and praise the Ever-
living Creator. Then why not? You
an’t slccp — why not get up and pray ©
while you'te inspired? *

. 'No other being of Gods physical
creation hasg mingd thar cag think and
meditate. God gave man this capacity!

"God's Word is replete with -exhortay,

tions t0 meditate. Meditation "is vitally «
linked wich His plan for our lives. He

+- intended that we takg time from our

others Ketlect on some of theg strong -

personal traits and charactepsucs. Also,
read and rercad Mr Armstrong’s Asdo-
biograpby. you'll find many uscful less-

ons you qverfooked the first time |

through Perhaps you ovcrlwkcd this
onc

o Ty o throw vuunclf wnto  the
company of ay many successfad men as
possble, Study them Try to leam wHy
they are successful This will help you
to learn how to build a success for
yourselt ”

Mcditacion Helps Prayer
David admicted his prayers were

" more effective when coupled with med-

itation. “My soul shall be satisfied as

3

Vi

restless everyday hurry 1o ponder thg * -

most important questions: Whgar arc
we? Why are we? Where are we Jlfag
What arc the laws that will guarantee
success in life? What is the way (m(
will lead to c(cmjl life? %

Do you undotsnnd the answers to

these quistions thoroughly? Are you
meditating on thém? And is that meds-
tation leading you to a deeper, ncher
understanding of Gpd's Work - intp
3 greater, more intimate confact with®
Cod‘,@l\ﬁgjghry‘, your heavenly Father?
* Paul wrote to Timothy these words
which also apply to us: “Meditase upon
thes¢ things, give thysclf wholly 1
them; “that thy profiting [progies]
may appeai to all” (I Tim. 4.13).

Start todgy. Make medigation 2. viul
part of your spiritual fife! ‘ 0
] . .

Yl
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" “learner’’

-
R Y . N -

-You, as a member of God's

Churqh,_are d disciple — a
or “'student’’ —

of Jesus Christ. Are you
taking full advanfage of the
classroom sessions He “has

provided for your spmfua‘{\

edification?-Read how yo

can profit the most from ¥y

local Bible sfuches.

¥

"~ by Hugh‘ E. Wilson

D, with forcthought and an un-

derstanding of human nature,

knew thousands of years in ad-

vance what the end-time age would be
. like. -

And since He ‘realized our time

would be’ characterized by a lawless,

" calloused society — a socicty deviating
- from His laws which givg life, hqppi- |
ness, true success and prosperity He'.

provided for us His written Word, the
Bible. .
. But for His called-out flock to bene-
fic the most from thae Bible, a system-
atic program of Biblﬁtud‘y needed to
be provided.

So just as God guided and mspxrcd
-the "writing and preservation of His

+ Word, He has guided and inspired the

ministty of His true¢ Church to teach

" that Word at local Bible studies de-
. signed and: wilored for the cdlﬁcanoo

-of each local thureh.
Bur exactly how arc - Bible studncs

“helpful and" beneficial to  spirigual
- growth? And how ean you help tﬂn )

to help you more?

- . . o

army”

How to |ncr?ase Your

Spiritual ““Higher Education”

The Bible stud®s are 2 tlslassroom_'

situation for brethren.of God’s Church.

. You “will ‘recall that . Christians “are

Jaalled’ “disciples” ;p éshc s&blc which
Agpeans they arc “learners” -or “stu-
dents.”
*and somectimes cven tests to check for
‘comprehension and-retention are com-
bined to give you many -of the .
Principles, conceptf and guidgli

q,.- successful living whith arc taught ar .
* the Ambassador Collcgcs

For spiritual growth, onc must gc

nourished and sustained . by spxntual'

food — God’s Word: (Matt. 4:4). Ldeal

*Bible studies are one of the’ prmcxpal

ways God s fccdmg and ndreuring -
His people. The organized studiés

strengthen che-Body of Christ against -
. Sawan’s propaganda, his demon tohorgs

and the manifold pulls and pressures)

. rhxs presene evil world” (Gal. 1: 4) -

They form a part of a »boot camp”
type. training. program®-for God's

Christ.

In this, of coutse, major emphasis

v

must be placed on unlearning the old”
) ~.1ngraxn<:d false concepts, ‘the untrue

knowlcdgc and “the age-old traditions
of men which we have so gullibly swal-
I8wed i the past. And this ynlsarning
process necessarily takes time. Making a
“clod” "(as- we all are) into God is a
process that requires lengthy and nd

Oral. instruction, note taking

.

— -Christian soldiers of Jesus~

peated cxposure to the spiritual nfear

of God's Word. Therefore, God’s edu-
cational plan goes on.and on, week
after weck smanth aftcr month, year m
and ycar out — ot just for so many
- semesters or ninc'month terms.

“very uscful now —

_ ‘We do. work, . figuratively, toward
degrees in this classroom analogy. We

" hope by the time Christ comes we. may
have our M.A. (Mastery of Attitude) :
degree, “bringing into captivity cvery

thought to the obedien¢e of

Christ .

morrow. Of course, what' we. learn 'is

cdgc bcmg dxsscmmatcd But we need

the vision to rcalnzc- we are being

groomed for the futurc What we leamn
today dpes relate to ‘the future and our
“obs in the Kingdom ©of God.

. > : L] L.
Instructors -~ . P
The men sent to serve and aid us as.
hers are men trained, tutorgd and

‘tholded by the Ambassador Colleges
and the HeadquartersChurch — teach-
ing what they likewise were taughe uc

Ambassador College. As Paul shows in

“He gave some, -

Ephcsians 4:11-12:
apostles; and. some, prophets; and
some, cvangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers; for the perfecting of the
saints, for the work of thie ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ. . . "
Did you ever cnjoy “singing along
with Mitch”

tor or local elder. Many have remarked
-that the minister always scems to bg

able to “get mormout of it” (the Bible):

as h& cxplains and knits together ‘spiri-

tual lessons that most of .us read’ right

over. Weckly Bible studies are 2 chance

tQ sce hls mind in acnon as he cxplou‘s ’

’Jf‘

7 (Il Cor. 16:5), and at the .
. resurrection our B.A. (Born Agam) de--
gree.

" We are makipg prcpamuén for thc,

- “Commencement” of the - Whorld To- -

if we pay attention
. to, retain and also -wse the vital knowl-

oo TV? Well, here is your -
chance fo “study along” with your pas-.

I

Ye
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verse by verse, little nuggets and pre-- -
-cious jewels of understanding which

you may never before have understood.
We all have need for a teacher —

"someone more spiritually mature than

ourselves — just as the Ethiopian eu--
nuch did (Acts 8:30-31). Here was a
man of ability, entrusted with heavy
responsibilities. Yet this mature man
realized he needed a spirinial superior

. to htlp him understand God’s will. He :

certainly displayed a right a roach and
f golden atnrudc When &lhp asked
“... Understandest ‘thou what
thou rcadcst"’ he answered, “How can

. 1, except some.man should guide me?”

The eunuch was not too proud to
get help. He realized, as we al? should,
that Christ uses human instruments to
disclosc His word to us. Verse 31 goes
on ro show; “He desired Philip that he
would come up and sit with him.” So
Philip explained the truth the cunuch

'54_& at that time.

If you “give him a chance by attcnd

- ing Bible studies, your pastor will. sim-

ilarly explam ‘much vital information
you need in your pamcular arca and
time.

Ncws of th¢ Work and -

" World
Month 'in and month ou,
desire is that we. continue to grow in

. grace and> knowledge. . To be fed and

edificd spiritually -is -a “means to this
end. At the Bible studies, subjects,
books and ideas amplified for the
nceds of your chlrch individually.

pertinent information is give for your

. edification and enlighténment. Also,

morce of an in-depth analysis of current
cvents is gencrally given than in the

_Sabbath church services. Here the min-
istcrs have mote time to, analyze world.

news, trends, and how it all relates to

us and our dynamic commission.

Having the, news made clear to us

helps gwc us prayer material and mycr _

ammunition. Above all, it aids
obeying Christ’s command:™ “Watch

you therefore, and pray always,” that - -

you -may be-accounted worthy to es-

" cape all these things that shall come to

pass, and .to stand before the Son of
man”. (Lukc 21:36). S

_ Cod’s

rs and other-
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Opportunity for Fellowship
Numerous additional  benefits "and
advantages are also mrade available by
your ‘local Bible studies. ‘
* Bible study night is an excellent op-

‘portunity for temporarily getting away
“from the regular routine. YPu éan have

some good fellowship and, uplifting .
- discussions’ with others in the Church.

It’s just good to be with God’s people, .
" and-to be able to talk to someonc who
thinks as you do.” Fellowship with the
body of Christ is'also very knportam as
a tool in our overall spiritual dcvcl-
opmcnt and growth.
We learn to work together as 2 unit,
to worshlp together and ‘cven study °

togelber in an organized and proﬁtabI‘
“manner. This is vital training for the

smooth functioning of all the members

of the body of Christ (4 Cor. 12).'
Bible stady night is also’an opportu- .

nity to obtain geneMl member-to-

".megpber information. Pethaps you.
* learn of someone who is sick, or some-

one clse whom you ‘can be praymg for,

and pcrhaps can visit and encourage -,

somctime soon. So look-at the weekly
Bible s(udy as rcscmblmg a famlly v
reunion.” It is the best time for fellow-

_ship you will ever spend, other than.

Sabbath services. We shou ;i all hace to

. miss it!’ )
Howevér, the Bible studies are nog. n& Want to know something? Minis--

*"just “social clubs.” And definitely th&

are not sa waste. of wimi.
What can we do to “profit yet more

" from wctkly Bible’ studies?” Here are

some basic guldchncs that*will help us
derive. -cven - more “benefir, and help
cvcryont clsc |nvolvcd as wcll

‘ "Participation Is ln_lpomnt

. To oyr detriment, we live'in an age |
of noninvolvement. It is difficult for
- ‘most of us to respond to others as we

should becaise this sogiety has’so cal-
loused and numibed us. But Bible study

_night is yowr chancc to get /m:wmdl]
“involved.

“As M. Hcrbcrt W Armstrong has
stated 50 often, those who are wrappcd
up in and involved: with ail the many -
‘facets of this Work ate those who gen-
erally arc the growmg and ovctcommg
Christians.

So go cach time if 'you pgssibly can

. .
- How? By stimulating him to think our

. "4,_ Apnl_]unc l97¢

and go with the attitude of gwmg,-

.nort getting. You.¢an serve someone i )

some way ifsyou try.

" Perhaps someconc nceds a ride.
Maybe by your going you can in-
fluence another- member to go who
would otherwise stay at home. You can
also be setting a good example for the
newer, members of ther Church.

2 Ask Good Questions

Some of the brethren bririé ﬁscful.'
ncwsPaPCr Cllpplﬂgb to thclr mlnls(cr

This may aid him*during that particu- .

Jlar Bible study, and may even mspxrc a

o scrmbn or two.

If your minijster hasannounccd what

“subject he will cover that night, then

study, ahead in anticipation. . Prepara-
ction is the keynoté. By being’ familiar
-with_the subject material, your under-

- standing will be incressed. As the min-

ister goes through " his Tesson for that
night, you will be cnsured a decper
overa
nateyr,
And hcx_'c is your golden opportunity
to get that question answered that you '

»- have wondered about for a long time,1.

and have always forgortcn to ask whea
‘the ministet came to your home. Inter-
esting, - well-thought-out,
itable also for all the others present. .

“ters enjoy good mind.provoking ques-

- tions, It is a challenge to them and
they rally«o the occasion with an.an-

_swer that feeds and helps” many. .

You miglit even ‘be surprised how |
~ often. the questions actually help the

minister in conducting the study,

a question he had perhaps never

thought about before from that point’
> of view. Hc may.cven go home and do
" extra stidy or rescarch on that particu-

lar subject — thus, broadening his un-’

" derstanding, of it — and then present .

this informacion to all the brethren at a
later time, .

We all need to ask qucsnons from
time to timg, so don’t be afraid or-hold

* back due 1o false reasoning that you 3

‘may appcar dumb Above all things,.

* don’t let pride ot vanity kecp you from
growth and cducation, because we all '

need o mmmc learning.

Sy

ctstandmg of the. sub;cu :

non-picky
. quéstions can be very helpful and prof-

Lol
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Your Amtude

" - person “with many talents ‘wh
know-it-all, cocky ¢oncept: of" himself .

Famxhamy can -breed contcmpt if

. allowed to. So occasionally we. need to
_ diagnose our inward thoughts ahd mo- ~

tives to verify our spiritual tempera-

ture. Be careful and warcchful lest a-

_“ho-hum” half-hearted, half-interested

‘approach begins ‘to- creep into your:

thinking processes concerning the
weekly Bible scudies. (-

Beware of this attitude: *I wonder.if
. he’ll bring out anything new I haven't

already heard ' twenty times before?”-

Or, “Welly e HAVE to attend.” With
cither approach, lictle wonder the stud-
ies do not seem to some as 1mcrcsrmg
‘as they ‘should be.

We nccd to keep the cluldhkc

“teach me” atcitude Christ. spoke of:
“Except ye be converted, angwc /
“as listle children [humble],ye shall ot/

enter into the kingdom of heaven.
Whosoever therefore shall  humble

* higself as this licde child, the same is

© greatest in the kingdom of heaven”
(Mate. 18:3-4).. »
Guard against yous enemiés. Realize
* Satan docs not want you. to attend at
_ all. Expect that your-own human na-

ture can always come up with 2 num-,

ber of good-sounding reasons why you
should stay homé that night.

A good attitude goes a long way\é'gT
t

God’s Church. We ‘must wdnt to'

tend and not feel forced into it. We
must inculcate the habit of wanting to
learn and being mentally submissive

enough to be taught. We must “. .- de- .

sire the sincere milk of the. word-, that
" you' may grow thcrcby
2:2). )

© It is a truism that we get out of
“something what we -put into it. God
“can educate 2, man .or woman_ much
" more quickly who has.an open, sub-
missive, icachable™ actitude coupled
with only average ability than He can a
has a

or of the’ Bxblc :

Many who mald attend Bible s(udy
and do not should be more zealous by
simply swallowing their excuscs or jus-
tifications. Evafuatc your own circum.

stances. You-know whether you can

unnoticed by Gad.

" asked about your lack of attendance.
~Rekindle thae_ ongmal first love for
God’s truth. Help yourself study the

I Pet.
C L Pe “now will ultimately.turn out 1o be well

" set, usablc: and cndurmg throughout i
: ctcmuty - .

- manner of some is; but exhorting onc

- ) Ken Evans — Ambossadar College *

BIBI.E STUDY — Bible studles are desngned and tailored for the edification of
each local church.

'
. L . . -
. < . . . L . . . . o

agother: and. so much the more. as you
'si&h%gay approaching” (Heb. 10:24.
25) t day is faSt approaching —
perhaps faster than most of us realize!

God wants to intensify our knowl-
“edge in these lase days. Onc reason is %o

attend or not. You are missing’ out. xf
you could ¢6me byt don’t. Ccrt:snly it
takes .some sactifice on yoyr part to
attend the studies. It does take organi-
zation, pre-planning and extra cffort to
be there. But that extra effore won'’t go
Don't come just to be seen or fo N gpawncd ‘by Satan and his wordd
“check "in,” to avoid pessibly bcmg/\%%\(‘or 44y '
" God also is prcpmng and cot
. tioning .us for the times ahead w
addiaonal false prophets will arise a_nd‘
deceive: many, Deceiving miracles will
actually occur and astound the world.
Do your part now to chsure yQu will
“continue to be among the elite group
(hat cannet be decerved! (Matt. 24:24,)
.God wants Mis flock to be sotid and
unmovable in the truc doctrines. Now
is the tme (0" learn and 1mplam pIJh
. ciples and doctnines dccply in you

Bible. Any" temporary inconveniences

- worth that extna ctfort The lessons:
lc‘amcd and character built now will be

.Use ‘the Studies .

" Absorb the a(udu:s Mark ypur Biblc
and take good notes for your own ben-  maind and (huaucr
cfit. The Apostle Paul explains that the And be sure o pray for the other
. Sabbath meetings and other meetings . Bible studies — worldwide, Ask our
arc-important: “And letus consider  heavenly Fathet to inspire the ministers
one another to provokesunto love and  around the world that they -may- teach
to good works: not forsaking the as- v “the local churches the things they nccd'
sembling of oursclves together, as the ry week, so they too will be spiritu-
',ally cdificd.

-

offset the mugntain'of‘ false knowledge .. - -

g -
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ASHAMED OF GOD’ S
"' TRUTH? .

e

Moose Jaw, -Moosomin, Medicine

Hat, Prince Gcorgc, etc. Some of thcm
may sound small. Buc these campaugns
will be worthwhile if he has just a few
‘hundred people coming because by
“word-of-mouth ncighbors invited
" ncighbors and friends invited friends,
saying: “Come and hear my minister;
%he’s a good preactier; I'm really pleased
with the:Church to which 1 belong and
the ‘religion, which I have found.” In

" this, way, we will reach people with

ﬁhnst s message and members will be
added t0' the Church.

Evangelists. evangelize. Thcy are pot.
just administrators and desk exccutives -
and department heads. They preach the
Gospel! That is onc very vital area
where' the Work needs to grow. So,

I'm just really cmhns:asuc aboye the

fueure.

‘T know that w1thout anybedy - prosc
lyting, without anybody saying,: “Oh -
won't you pléase com¢,” but just
through this medium of television spe-
cials and the campaxgns and many
- other brcthrcn,. gctttng involved in
camipaigns, we are going to. receive 2

tremendously grcatcr numbcr of -

ucsts for- visits.”,

Calgary campaign and® (ollowmg up on
~that, the growth of the Canadian
Work had reached about half of -last’
year's record. A significant fact: just
from the billboards alone, before we
‘even got the campaign started, we had
about twenty requests from people
who wanted ta start coming to church.

Scveral said, “Why, I always wondered -

: whcrc your church was, and | wanted

40 comee and sce if | could attcnd tbut 1
didn’t know how'to find it.” People
are funny: It never occurred to them-to,
write to Pamdcna and ab'

All Sngmls Arse ‘GO” ,

Mr. Heérbert Atmstrong is onc hin-
dred percent in accord with what I've
been calking about in this article!

So I am very, very encouraged about
.these significant . breakthroughs in the
Work, and 1 also look forward to

-~

- (Continued from page 4 ) - ., E
%most of you never®ven heard of —--

‘Already, . by Marc@\ just from thc o

~ GOOD NEWS
seeing 2' BIGGER financial mfémc ‘this
fall than we have-éver had béforc‘ Al-

ready- TV and the new booklets are

bnngmg huge ‘amounts of mail. And
just as much as df “whitc mail” in

creases now, the “pink mail” (as we
used to call it; i.e., letters with money

enclosed) — including visit reguests —

will" soon increase dramatically.

The total impact of the Church’s ’

cffort is going to increase too - as it’s
got to! Ir’s got to in a hurry, because
world conditions are going crazy The
dollar is. devalued, the EEC is growing
fast, and the first shots of a trade war
have alrcady been fired.

If a tiny ‘handful of tclcvmon sta- -

tions at unearthly-hours outpull all of

- our three hupdrcd radxo stations in let-

tets, what will a greatly cnlarged num-
- ber of television channels do ac better

listening times?, On into the autumn.

and -the beginning of next~year, what

. #will .the mail" be. Nk‘c’ -

"I think: this Worl\:s getting ready .

for growth like we
2 before. (I don't look at any present
"budget cuts-as a giant step backward.
We are just’ gcmng ourscNes yrim and
fit and “rarin’ to gq"‘) That's the way
all of us fecl on-all three college cam-
puses.. Everybody' -is ‘willing to > work
together and pull rogether,ynd. so I’'m
really ckcited about the prospccts for
the future.

Let us all in Gods Church unitedly
pa/l togexber and get the job done! O

PHILIPPINES

( Cbntinued from page’7)

ave ncver seen

oné‘ of thc brethren whxch described '

the dapcmc situation ac the end of
March )

“The brethren at this time are snﬂ'cnng S

not from malnutiition but from hunger
-because they don't have anything to eat.
"This drought now is more severe than °
the time Mr. Docken visited us. Wells
-~ and fivers haye become dusty gmund
' Our communigy is depending on our
well. Yesterday - I watched nearly one-
" hundied poople susrounding the well 1
get water. 1 went back at 8:00 pm. in -
* the cvening and saw ‘that the water was
just at the hip of the well. It is a sign af
a dymg urce. If this will continue as it
is,"we will be forced to vacace the place -
and scatter .ourscives . . . for suryival.

* April-June 1973
What ;\ terrifying danger we are fac-
*ing ‘now! The drought began after the
..Feast of ‘Tabernacles. When it was plam

¥ 'ing timg in the month of Ogtober, Mr.

nitez visited my comficld and all was
dried up. I lost almost P2,000 — nv way
of cscape. Last, Saturday 1 told my wife
_ to give the last P30-for tithes and trust:
God for the rest of our lives.

Please remember to priy for your

brethren in the southern Phjlipp}ncs

and that if it be God's will, the Rjps .
will return and next season s crops «2
wbe produced. - S e

" Some fighting is. still going on in
Mindahao between government troops:
and. Muslim dissidents, but for some’
time the province of Bukidnon, where
most of our brethren are located, has .

been generally peaceful and only a few .
scattered brethrén have had to move to -
safer arcas. However, ‘robbery is ramp- -
-ant as a result of ‘the dearth! -Every-

must be
constantly guarded. It’is only through =
God’s protection and the prayers of thew -
':brcthrcn worldwide, that none of our -

thing, including -chickens,

people have suffered vnolcncc

Wbat of thc‘ Futurc?'

This year e are rc- -commencing ad-

- vertising in national newspapers. T hcrc-
is also'a real possibility of resuming
The WORLD TOMORROW on’ tclcvmon

~in scven ‘major citics.
-Also-we have bcgun ncw»und dis-.

" tribution of The PLAIN TRUTH as is _

being done, in other countrics. Three
large supcrmarkcts pave allowed us-

. space at thcxr check-out counters at no

cost whatever. The number- of copits
digttibuted so far has been small, but
an cncoumgmg ten pcrccm of the cards,
bound in the January issuc have bccn
returned for ‘trial subscriptions.
Presently (April) The PLAIN T RUTH
_circulation is over 74,000. An increas-
ing number of letters and financial sup-
port continues to come in ¢ach months

. Much fruit is being borne and many
people arc finding the answers to hfc 5

problems,
Pleasc continue to. pray for thc des-

- perate needs of your brechren in - the

Philippines at this time. And remeniber

- to ask God to grant continued grace

and favor in the eyes of the govemment
fothd's'Wogk in the Phylippines. \\ (m]

. .
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PARENTS

' (Continued from page 13)

anyway, do you wonder why they reject’
it? Hopefully the answer: is obvious.
If you want your ctiildren to listen,

to your advice on how to be happy,
you have to be an. awthority on the
" subject yourself. Oftherwise they will
have the same attitude the hippies had.

" “You can’t tell them how. to live. if
‘- you're not living right yourself. But

the happicr your lives are as parents,
the more your children will listen to

" you and ‘want the same way of hfc you
havc ’

v

" "One Man’s Expci'ichcc'
A long time ago a very wcalthy man
condJCLtcci/zn experimeng in- happmcss

"He saw thac the world wasn’t . gcnu ‘

inely happy. So he rejected what every-

one else — the “cstablishment” — had

said and sct out to discover on his own

1 - what happiness really was, He differed.

from most others in that he had an

. unusual amount ‘of wisdom when it

camé to’ drawing proper conglusions.
* That man was King Solomon.
“Solomon studied .a gieat, deal. He

- worked. hardat gaining. wisdom and -

knowledge. the more wisdom and
knowledge he obuained, the more prob-

_ lems % saw (Eccl. 1:16-18);

Hc then ran several controllcd' ex-

pmmcnts First he tried to amuse him-

self with enterrainment, laughter and
s partics. But he found

isfying happiness (Eccl. 2:1.2).

Next he tried drmkmg But he. kcpt '

from getting drunk because in his wis-
dom he could sec that a “stoned” per-
son couldn’t cnjoy life (Eccl. 2:3).

> Solomon cmbarked upon great
bus]dmg projects. He got more ser”
- vants, listened to music, oversaw large
farms, -gathered great wealth and mar-

tied many women. None of it brought .

him the happiness. .he desired” (Eccl.

2:4.11). '
Solomon saw that everything physi-
" cal had an cnd. As a physical person

there was no way that he could “beat
‘the system.” And he became so dejec-

" ated about this that at times he exhib-

these t0 be”
empty. They didn’t bring him true sat- -

_that man could

-

 GOOD NEWS

“ited the symptoms of a 'porcmial.

suicide (Eccl. 2:17-20).

Under the system, thére was onfy.

one conclusion he could geach: “So I
decided that there was nothing better
for 2 man t6 do than to enjoy his food
and drink, aridl his job” (Eccl. 2:24, all.
qudtes from The Living Bible). But
Solomon also saw that there was only
onc wiy man could trulp enjoy these

physical pleasures. “Then I realized that-7

cven this pleasure is from the hand of
God. For who can eat.or enjoy apart
from-Him?>” (Eccl. 2:24-25.)
'Solomon s ovegall * conclusion was
ot havc happiness

" without living God's way. “Here is my

final conclusion: fear God and obey his
commandments, for this is the entite
duty [or opportunity for real happi-
ness] of man” (Eccl. 12:13).
Solomon’s wisdom didn’t* include
the spiritual realm. [t mainly involved
what God ‘aalls .
(James 3:13-15). And- yct Solomon
could see that God does want us to
have a happy lifc by enjoying the physi-

" cal. Although it isn’t exacely scatéd in

so many words, when you put his final

. statement with the rést of the Blblc
. you come to the conclusion that the

only way t0 really enjoy the physical is
0 have a bappy spiritual life!
Way to Happipess. Must
- . Be Learned

‘No onc just Happcns to be happy by
accident. Solomon scarched for happi--

ness and never rc"ally 'fully found it.
The hippic experiment has also failed.
Others have tricd with the same results.
But God's Church has. the answer as

revealed in His Word — -the way to
* happiness both for the older and for

the younger generation: Both parents
and children want this way, yet often
neither take full advantage of the op-

" portunity offered, them. .
- Tﬁ;‘z‘gh the Bible and His Church.

. God teaches the parents, who should
" then teach their children. Bur if the -

parcnts don’t listen; they can’t expect
the children to listen cicher!

_ "The younger gencration wants ad-
vice, and they know they need it. But
it must come from a source that has
proved it is an authority.on the subject.

‘carthly wisdom”

" Y
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In the previously mentioned ques--
tionnaire, another question, “What is

your best source of guidance and help?
Second best? Third?” dcvclppcd some
interesting trends. The teep- agers who
listed their parents as first (cxcludmg
‘replies such gs'“the Bible" or *God™),
also usually gave an unqualified “Yes”

to the question, “Are you getting: real-

stic satisfaction and enjoyment out of
life?". This group on the whole said
“No”- to'-the question, *Does some
form‘of a generation gap cxist in your
family?}” Some of the amswers and com-
ments to this last -question were:

“No, not at all. If I have 2 different.

dpinion on something than my parents

. do, they" rc\wdlmg to ‘listen o my
E vtcwpomt

“No, becausc my parents listen to
‘me, and [ listen to them. Wé do- things
together and arc  very close.”

“Hardly any at all. Once in awhile
we disagree about somcthlng‘ but it is
‘usually leveled out.”

What' are the teen-agers who gave.

such comments: like? They’re the oncs
who scem 0 be most at peace with -
- thethselvesand others. They’re content,

" things arc O.K. with them. And they
are also the leaders when it comes to |

activitics. Thcy are not fruscrated; they
will not get frustrated; they will hclb
get things organized.

And. what" about those who hstcd

" their parents as third or not at all as a

source of guidagce? A common answer

_to “Arc you enjoying life>” ran some-.

thing like this: “No — there’s some-
-thing missing.” There were many
responscs like this one: “Yes in some

ways, and no in others” And as to"

whether there was 2 generation gap,
‘more oftén than not the answer was
“ch ” . )

The reasons given for thc generation

 gap, or for thinking one cxxsted were

also illustrative:

“Pickiness ~ T like certain thmgs
and I'have certain tastes which 1 want
to show in my life. Not ‘my parcnts
.tastes.”

“Parcnts. aren’t acquainted or .in-

- volved in kids’ idcas, efc., in this age as
-well as they could be.” '

“I think so because my dad never
belicves us when we cell the truth; he-

~

N
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always, thinks he’s n'gh(..and that he is

never wrong "

T e Selfishness Gap

From this qucstlonnaxrc and from

another given to a different church

“group of all ages; the obvious con- -
- clusion for the cause of the gencration

8p could be summafized in one word

— SELFISHNESS! )
Parénts want to ‘““do. ‘theit thing.”

They’re always too busy or too tired to

-listen. to -their children.” They have
more interest in sclf than what's hap-

. pening to their children. Consequently, - '

some parents never really get to know
kids. Perhaps the statement,
'Dclmqucnt chiildren have delinquent
! parents,” is trucr than ronc magbt

- realize.

The kids also want te “do their
‘thm\g

they’re not up on the latest.

A “gencration gap” witl exist when . -

ncither side s willing to try to under-

stand the other's views and fcclmgs o
"-No onc is realistic about the situation. - .

Each' expects the other to be perfect.
And since they are not, everything they

. stand for is suspected.and rejected.
How do you close that gap? | Hcrcs )

" the advice the kids give!

. Cloamg the Gap

y both seeing cach others’ side to
thmgs nght wrongs, and cach. side
give in a lintde”

~ I think both the adults and the .- Solomon said,

teen-agers need to be more wnllmg to
listen and not o thmk that they have
all the answers and close their minds to

“ whar the other person has to say, ‘Also, .~

1 think pegple gencralize so much. For

_example: He's a teen-ager, so you can't -

- .trust him. Or — he wouldn't under -~
- stand bccagsc hc s from-a different gen-

_ enatio,” .
. “By the family btmg togelbcr’ ‘And
domg things with cach osher. Counscl-

ing with cach other, talkmg over prob-
lems. Togetherness iS what a famlly
needs. Concern for ore another.”

" “By™the- parents_showing the kids -

the right way, and making it fun, and

‘If patents have not helped.
them find an interesting lifc, they will,
live it their owni way. Parents. will then
be regarded as “old-fashioned” because’ -

GOOD NEWS

‘showmg the advantages mstcad of j 1ust.

ordering- around.”
‘Most answers included the ldcas of

listening and ' being understanding,
- being together as a2 family, and doing
. things together. And ‘the sooner the
‘better. .

Believe it or nog, your children want ~
famnly activitics. But not |us( any lnnd

will . do

" Action Plus! _

~ The younger gencration wants an
action-packed life! They want to o

things and go places. Simply hecause’

. they are young ‘and filled with youthful
€NCrgy. mast arc Not. CORIENT just to -

live a quiet, inactive life. They want o

live life with “great speed” — as many

older people regard it

When asked which would be better,
*'tohave a variety of intéresting things
o do to be kept busy .with” or “lots of
free ume,” 8 out-of ' 10 preferred the

,'formcr
“But who will providt them with the .
‘action they want? If the parents don't

lead an active life, if they're.too busy or

too ured to do anyhmg: if they're al-

ways saying “No," then thances are
pretry good ther kids will seck their

_kicks from 2 more appealing source.
Whether 11's right or wrong sometimes
- may make little difference ¢6 ‘them.

They want action'

There are many things families can -

do together that aren't expensive. You
will be surprised at - what can be done if
you'll just get together with your kids
for a brainstorming scssion
“There (15 a time for everything,”

to dance™ (Eccl. 3:1, 4). Youth 1s espe-
cially the ume for the physxcally active
life.

Many parents will say they're too old

‘to go around and-do things like they.

once did. But a lot of othier pareries

‘have proved them wroNG! Chances are
“you'll be healthier and “you'll feel
.~ younger yourself if yqu're more active.
Of course, np on¢ expects you to,

have to compete with or outdo™ the
yaungsters in the sports of youth. And

that really isn'c the point. Reiember,
- young people, like their ‘parents, are
inteflectual beings. They also need men- -

tal cxercise and stimulation as much

*a time to laugh, a time

April-June 1973

and perhaps even morc. So the point is
just to DO things more with your chil-
dren, as a family unit, to prevent or -

. heal a “generation gap.”

Compare the Results

. “What would you like to have your

'parcnts do for you that would be most

hclpful and prepaie you for life- now

" and in the future?” was the provocative

question which brought forth the fol-
lowing interesting answers on the ques-

- tionnaire. The. group which was

enjoying life and. listening to their par-

- ents made comments like these

“Stay. the . way they arc beaause
they'st already teiching me and pre-
paring me for life.”

"chp (cachmg me the right way,
and be strict in things that are wrong ™
" “Set me a good example and - makc
sure | follow it."

“Teach me how t0 act toward ulhcr\
and correct me’ when it is necded "

“Keep up the work they are doing

now. Make me build a wholc 10t more

CHARACTER!"

The group: that stated there way
something missing in Lfe when 1t came
to happiness, and had other sources of

guidance listed before thesr parenis,
gave 4 varicty of responses . Some af .
them were like this:

“Get “mic a cycle” (n'momrc'ulc)‘.

“Teach me howfto drive 4 1™ .

“Not be so overly.concerned lJ:( me
think and act for mysclf."

““'Let us make a lot of our own dedi-

“sions on where we want to go dnd s " -

on. Thcy should also trust us a lot”
n;ort ’
“I can’t answer because [ can't think

_ of znythmg I want my parcnts to do

for. me.’

It

happv hfc .
packcd and ex- -
citing life.

They want their parents to sct an
‘examiple of happiness for thiém: This
makes you a living authority on the

- information they want most. If you'll |
_ take the timic to listen to them and wlk .-

to them, they'll talk to you, ask your

~advice and follow it

Parents, ltlsuptoyou‘~ o
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MESSAGE TO
" GARCIA

(Continued from page 19)
death due for their sins. Jesus sacrificed
Himself. That's the kmd of spmtual
soldier He was.

Are you — today — lwmg your I:fc
as a veritable “living sacrifice” for
Jesus, counting this world’s attractions
as so much dung that you may enter

“God's Kingdom?.

Or, have personal problems or temp- _
tation§ distracted you from the su.
preme goal of life, or from carrying out
your part in God's Work? Have finan-
cial considerations, sensual pleasures,

family problems “gotten - your mind’s

eye off the ngdom of God?

Do petty grievances — even if they
. do seem valid —. cause you to stumble

and falter as you do yoyr part in God's
Work? Has vanity and ego led you to

think you're too important for the job, -

God has given you in His Church and
Work? Have you begun to los¢ the
view- that God has called us tw be

< humble, 1 get rid of self-csteem, and to
" serve Him -as Jesus Christ et us the

- exampie?

Arc You a Fighter?”
"You ca@n-be a valiant sﬁimtul “man

of war” — 2 good soldier — through
the indwelling POWER and MIGHT of

God's Holy Spirit (Isa. 11:2; Il Tim.,

1:7). You ¢an pull down srrongholds

. put the enémy to flight, be made spiri-

tually strong out of human weakness
(Heb. 11:32.34).
All the ‘valiant men of God in the

,. Bible had human wcaknesses. They

were far trom perfect.. They sinned.

~ They becamé discouraged. They made

mistakes. At times they even had atti-
tude probltms kel acamal " rebellious,
stepped on, offen hurt or angered.

David, Moscs, Abraham, Jeremiah, Jo-

nah — they all had problems they had '

to overcome. .
Notiee Gideon’s example, briefly.

Gideon had to be convinced through
‘miracles:that God was really with him.-

But the angel of the Lord still declared,
“Thou mighty man of falor” (Judges
6:12). He and 300 men, by the pewer
of God, put o flight an army which in

" ren. All blbhul hxstory attests o that

»

"-1073 ENVOY is READY

This year our College yearbook is truly dlf_ferent! ._We know
_you'll enjoy, in a new and different way, the chariged

format of the College's activities section. ® In this year's
edition you'll find a student scrapbook chock- full of the
kind of informal, “caught-in-the-act” pictures that show .
Artthassador College activities from a student's standpoint.
@ And, one of the best parts’ is that due to savings on

" production costs, this year we are able to'send you, postage
_ pmd the new '73 ENVOY for the genuinely low price of-

only $7.50 @ The total number of pages remains the same as
the past two editions and we've maintained the same large

" page size. Total number of “activities” pictures, however, .

"have been®increased at least four to-five times. Also, the
.usual high standards have been maintained in material _
“selection and printing quality. ® This will be a different,

"ffrst of its kind"' edition and we know each of you.will

want one of your own. As you recall, last summer our entire

printing run was ‘exhausted iri a matter of a very few

weeks. Do yourself and the ENVQY Staff a favor and.order

NOW! Enclose your $7.50 with the coupon attached in
this magazine and mail them to us in'the envelope also -

inserted in the magaziné. Your order will be processed .

immediately and mailing- will begin in mld June. *

) Th@ 1978 Emv«»y

numbers was " like an all- dcvourmg
plaguc of grasshoppers ()udgcs 7:12,

.21 22).

God uses human instruments, brc(h-

fact.

- And God has called md chosen you
as 2 hitman scrvant. You are His. in.
strument, today, to do your part in His

Work, even as Gideon was His in- -

strument over 3,000 years ago!

Your parv in God's Work is nceded.
Your prayers are important. Yowr dili-
gence and fajthfulness, 4s a loyal mem-

b

ber of the Church of Gad, as a spiritual

soldier of Jesus Chrls( will makc a

- difference. . K]

Will you carry a spiritual “message
to Garcia™?
Don*t ask “*Why me?” “Cant

Grorge do it instead?” “Why does this
“need to be. done?” “Is there any -

hurry?”
make?”

Bec 2 loyal and rcsponsnblc scrvant of
God. Be a resourceful and enterprising,

“What difference  does it

* courageous soldicr ‘of Jesus Christ.
Carry “a message to Garcia”! . -0
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(Continued from inside front cover)

Thanks to Mr. Huningand Mr. Stephen
Martin for cheir articles in ‘the current.
Goon News, They ically hie where we live.

"Also the onc on'the death of Jesus Christ by

Mr. Buck and Mr. Briggs. That, and the
wonder of God's mercy and protection in

the forsign work, bnng the tears. .
: M. L., Spokane, «.

C Waslnngton

I have just finished: ‘the article, Just

What Do You Mean — ‘Self-Righteous?” in
“the January-March issue of The Gaop

NEwS magazmc Pleasc give Mr. Stcphcn
Martin my sincere thanks for 2 well-written
article. 1 read ‘the title and thought to my-
sclf, "Well I'don't thmk lm self-righteous,
but I'll rcad -it anyway.” The trouble was
that 1:didn’c really knew what selferi

tcousncss meant. 1 didn't know it inclu cd
o ‘many. diffcrent things uncil ‘Mr. Martin
presented them “in_chis ‘article. But there

they were and onc in particular fit me. 1 _

thank God that 1 ¢ould sce the truth about
this fact and can now.begin, with His help,

to get nd .of thls sclf-ngh:cousncss

J.-W., Shreveport,
-+ Louisiana

Plcase cxpfcss my appreciation to Mr.
Stephen Marun-for his article, *'Just What -

Do You Mgan' = Sclf-Righteous?’ This
arucle shows bhow 1o obrin God's rtgh~
tcougpess — how to apply. Matthéw 6:33.
Mr. Martin makes clear that we seck God's
rightcousness by asking Him to replace our

“sclf-rightcousncss with His rightcousness.

as we obey, of course; and that it is not
samcthmg we can achieve of oursclves.

Thanks again fot a powct{ul and hclpfnl

article. :
. 1. M., Edmond,
.. , Oklahoma

"The )muary March issue of lbc Goon . .
© Ntws is the most inspiring | have cver

read. From cover to cover, .All the articles
were like looking into 2 mirror ind were
very revealing. Mr. Royer's article about
Burma makes. me ashamed of my litle cf-
fort. When I'm tempicd to fall back in the

.old ru(. 1 btg\n rcrcadmg these “articles.

, M., Hartville,
Mluourl

I wint to éxptc’ss my sincere gramu«ic for’
the January-March Goon News. Somchow -

this 15sue seems to be especially inspiring to
me. | particularly enjoyed the article by Mr.
Royer about. Burma. I 'was ncarly in toars of

. joy for that remarkable young Burmese man

who was baptized. Also many thanks for
the article on teaching children o pray. It

ranswered questions | have had about how

_to tach my young . daughter to want to
Tpray. Every issuc of The Gown NEws is.
fine, bul this. nmc you have really excelled. -

. E.. Roanoke,
v _Vu-guua =

- -

Dear Mr. Royer: The articles in The
Goon NEws arc so exciting that they bring
tears to my cyes. Living in the wealthy
United States makes it very hard ¢o imagine
what pcople in other lands have to endure.
Through articles like the on urma, we
are helped to pray more for G& Kingdom

- and our bmhrcn in. o(hcr parts- of the

world.
~B. W \Vayncsboro. :
' Mnsmxppn

. Thank’ you. so much Yor the januaty-'
March Goon NEews! How do you continue
- o surpass “each issue with an even greater

one? The articic about Herbert Zam . Hei
in Burma by Mr. Royer was to me one of
the most stirring articles 1 have ever read.
1 become so complacent in my "good life,”
and having fcllowship with on¢ another
dnd weckly sergons, 1 forget how truly
blessed 1 am o live in 2 fm country —
not juse any “frec” country — but America!
We ceftainly have more than any other
people ‘on the face of the carth o be
thankful for. .
o - A. H., Asualla,”
Alabama

" The January-March Goob NEwS is the.
“greatest yet! I've never received such bless-

ings in a magazinc before. What our tithes

and offerings accomplish is so much more.

mcaningful to us when we realize such
faithful and zcalous brothers as Herbert

Zam Hei and the Ibo boy and the Freach

school teacher have been reached. Each sold
all he had to have the onc priceless ficld!
How happy we ate to have them as broch.
ers! 1 tell you this issuc has certainly
strengthened me 1a every way. Thanks from
the boctom of my heart. .
C. C, Corngan,

Texas

Mr. Royes, | just had to write and thank -
Burmi Revi- .
_sited.” I cried with rejoicing and’shame

together as 1 read the way God worked in-

you for your recent afucle,

Mr. Zam Her's life. How great our God is!
He will bless Herbert and all those faichful
people 1in Burma. How | wish we in God's
Chuich could help more. Do we cver fully

*..realize how important our prayers and
tithes and ofterings are? How blind and,

unthankful we sometimes do become. How
ashamed I am! | feel Like | have been decply
REVISITED. | dbhor what 1 scc in myself.
Here | have brethren all around me who |
can wlk o by just picking up, the phone
and calling The minister is a tcicphonc
away and a few mules down the road. We
arc nourished weekly ac Sabbath scrvices,
and yct how often we take this for granted.
How reat our shame should be!  °
has used Mr. Zam Hci in morc ways
than he knows. 1 have been taughe a decp
and valugble lesson. of gramufc for Mr.
Hei, for God's Work around the world and
for ouir part in 1. Somchow let Mr. Zam
Her kpow that his brechren worldwide love
him very meh. His cxample of urgency,
faith and love for vur Gocr has -deceply af.
fected us all, hopefully 0 4 new awzkcmng
and urgency of the times. Maybe wé could
all maec an cxtra cffort to add his tithe
amuunr .‘3 ours to speed the work funhct

-l

~

_into all the world. Is there any way we can -

help that young persont from Burma to at-
tend Ambassador College? :
T. F.,. Preston,
cre Ontario

Thank you sincerely for all the inspired
articles in the January-March Goop NEws.
I was deeply touched, and still am, with the
“Open Letter” report from Northern Irc-
land. My favorite verse always comes to my
mind — “Many arc the afflictions of the
righteous,’ but the Lord God’delivers him
_from them-all” — whencver | read scorics
“of that kind. I am seill praymg for them. .
W e miss your “live sermons,” bug we liter-
ally L1ve oa your amda here in West Af-
rica.

~ L. S., Wiancba,
o Ghana

The Goop NEws amgle. "An Open Let-
ter From North Ircland,” brought-tears of
appreciation for the answered prayers for
protection God has given the: brethren
there. | was also amazed at the way God

‘opened the mind of the.young man Herbert |

Zam Hci in Burma. How many of us would
have had the determination 1o avercome all
languagc barriers to find the tructh? We will
be praying for the situation in the Philip-
pines where brethren are suffering as a re- -
sule of-drought. I wish we could get some
of our overabundance of rain to -them.’
D. C., Salem,
Virgim'a

I was very impressed with the aricle,
“God’s People in Black Africa,” in the Jan-
uary-March issuc of The Goon News. It
really made the ‘tears flow to think of the
severe trials of those brethren who arc scac-
tered chroughout thac darkened land, with 4
ragan socicty hostile to everything they be!

vv: in and stand for. ! will be praying for

D. D., Wisconsin Rapids,
Wisconsin

- Thank you for The Goov Nrws. All cthe
articles arc so good 1 can hardly ‘put the °
magazine down. They are really educational
:as well as biblical. It-is heart;warming
know that God is calling people from every
nation and languagc I am cspecially tou- -
ched witht the article, “God's Eyes and Ears
Are oa You!" by Mr. Hal W. Baird, Jr.. It
givesusa faint idea of how great God really
s,

"T. W., Andrews,
South Ciarvlina

1 just had to ‘write ind commend your
siaff on the very superiér edition of 7he
Goop NEws (January-March). Every article
was just fabulous! However, the artidle
“God's Eyes and Ears Arc on You!" recally
opcncd my mind to God's very real power
“and His vast supcriority over man, God
opchcd my cyes to my sin and .made mc
ashamed of my pettiness. 1 know now that
“He really sces all those sinful choughes —
ugh!. It has made me try harder to have
somcdung good for God to scc.

D A., Independence,

Missouri




