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More About Our Cover...
The huge fent used for the Feast of Taber- 1
™ nacles at Jekyll Island, Georgia is set ﬂ
every year by the “Early Crewj We hear-very litt
about these groups of dedicated men and their efforts
" at the vanouf Feast sites around the world each year.
Beginning on' page 10 is an-article describing some of
their work. You'll appreciate -the Feast more this year.

after reading about same of the facets of Feast prepara-
tion we often %e for granted.

Cover pho'wby Cary Salter — Ambassador College

s

What our READERS SAY. ..

A hundn:d hurrahs for the Worldwide though most of us strive to radiate the
Church of God. Mr. Garner Ted Arm- works of God's Holy Spirit in our conduct,

strong's article on page one of the April- we all hid and choked the sowrce we got it *
Jude GOOp News is positively the most from. You just could not have broken
cxciing. tomlly cncoumgmg bit of infor- down with more clarity that stacere sense of

+ mauon | have received in some time. These  shame by bur general acitude. 1 remember

“feelings “are from the ¥ery depehs of my to my shamc and disgust how 1 felt uncom-
being. The ncw openness and iaterept in fortable when a friend of ming asked me if ¢

people worldwide makes the immense satis- it was truc that I seat 10 percent of my
faction of bging -a Bn of this Work ¢ven income to the Work.
. more’ sausfying. : . : There 13, of course, the other extreme you
- G.R., Argonia, . explained. But God's truch you brought to
. Kansas us does definitely add to the freefom He
' gave us. Thank you again for the article,
o Again God has pouocd out His bkmngs be cosire magazine wighth is the best
on us 1o the APnl-Judc 1ssue of the Good ever. ) :
Niws! God s richly feeding us these days if - "*  P.Z4 Loadoa,
we will only digest and usc the food He is : England
giving us dadygh Mr Garner Ted's article )
really hit me. because 1 have a tendeacy to )u:t read the arucle 1n the Goop News °
“hides’ my rehigion —*really I'm trying'to magazine and [ am 30 eycited — ia fact, my
protect “self” from persecution instead of . catice faguly 1s cxaated We have never
thinking of my fellowman. With God's been ashamed of God's Church, but some-
belp, | pray w overcome this in the right times 1t scemed as if we and others were
danner — not blarantly or 11 a2 pushy man. trying to hide the cruch from ucher people,
ncr As usual, Mr Dankenbring’s arucle is Thus is the greatest thing chat has happencd
most encouraging o be about God's busi. . 10Ce Ny associatyn wni the Church. 1 jus
acss [ meaucaed chese, but all are grear — had w write and let you koow that my
duch nccdcd‘pmddmg aad correction. So, entire tamily and I, and everyone | alk o
thanks again your wotk, love and coa- in the Church, are happ'y and cxcited about
cern your recent arucle
s ] D CK., c"‘f;ﬁ“" 1 am proud tw be a mcnpbctﬁ]l God's
(5 = lexa Church, and | am proud to have Ty name

1f someone were to have scen me from a mecouoancd along with youn, your father's
distance while 1 was reading “Are W¢  OF agy other of God's ministers 14nd cvery-
Ashamed of God's Truth?” in the GN issuc one | know are behind you and juse waiting,,
of Apnl June, he ‘certainly would have t0 sec the ""‘“’“d,"“‘ results that chis ncw
thought | went out of my mind = way will produce!

What an exceedingly woadeérful me ch M: Armstroog. as you saud, let's get the
As | was reading 1t, | laughed and crt job dunc and be M&PY and excited about it
suolied ground my room and sat down. At the same ume W¢é arc behind you 100
agan ‘o conunue reading Gamer Aed 1o Peroont. sad ‘we love you and your fathes
:ﬁwu to-earth pructscal. The way bc brings sad' the eanre Church,
out God's way 1a the very delicatcly, needed . ¢« WL, _l‘”' 1at,

unduanmt. nrca: 15 absolyeely unique! v

Thank you, sr, for your uniderstanding of
the nceds of the Church and the way you'
bring it 0 us.

God's way is by -IJ mmnu Al

we received the Apetl Juac issuc of the
GGoo Niws a few days 140, and my
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Were You Called to the

“GOOD LIFE”?

The pnmary target in hfe for some has become fho thmgs '
of this life — its fulfillment and-its security, its rewards

and satisfactions. Without realizing it, we often let this

. happen. But this is extremely. dangerousl Just what are
. God's primary purposes for His people? How much should

EN T

lems arise in people’s lives,

-+ the immediate human ten-
dency is to think things have somehow

gone wrong — that things aren’t.the

way they ought to be.

Irrationally, when we don’t havé the
peace of mind, security, happiness, rec-
ognition or stability we may expect
and desire, we automatically tend to

. fecl that things arc off &dlser, that some-
s thing has gonc awry and that ndthing

is night!

"Perhaps «doubt begins to enter our
minds — we begin to doubt God’s
promises, His Word, or His love and

~ concern. And always when trials really

get hot,” some begin to question, “ls

God really concerned about me? Does .

He “care? Or is He far off and un-
involved wjth my problems?”.

.  Time for a Straight Look

Brethren, if God means for Chris-

+

, tians to “coast” through life satiated

with blessings, then He has miserably

_failed His people down through the
centunes of history!

From the pages of the Bible, and as
“particularly summarized in the cleventh

‘cluptcr'of the book of Hebrews, we
find that God's people have always suf ,

fered tnials and cests.

“Some, through their faich, cscapcd '

death by the sword. Some were made

strong again after they had been weak

or sick. Others were given great power

in battle’ they made whole armies turn
. »

Ls, tests and prob-" -

. ments .of depression,
‘couragement? A man that is in bonds
_and imprisoned has no outward secu-

- rity, happiness and peace of mind. God

by Albert J. Portune

14

.and run away. And some women, -
through faith, reccived their loved ones -

back again from death. Bur others

trusted God and were beaten. to death,.
~ preferring to die rather than turn from -
7" God «and be free — trusting that thcy/

would rise to a beter life afterwards.
“Some were laughed at and their

backs cut h wh d others -
ks cu opcn with whips, and others .is simple: in all the history of His

were chamed in dungeons Some died

* by stoning and some by beiig sawed in

two; others were promised freedom if
they would renounce their -faith, then
were killed with the sword Some went
about in skins of shecptand goarts, wan-.
dering over deserts and mounains, hid-
ing in dens and caves They 'wcrc
hungry and sick and 1ll tvated —

sood for this world” (Heb. 11.34- 38
The Living Bible). - -

The Apostle’ Paul was stoncd,khj}r
wirccked  and 1mpnso . Can you
imagine his feclings' — higpossibleé mo-

1

ncliness, dis-

allowed .Paul to have personal trials,
inconvenfences and difficulties juse as
He dges you and me. Paul was not
always “blessed” by having a wam

home, luxurious surroundings and a:

loving family to share: them with. He
didn’t measure God's love for him by
the degree of physical comforts and ben.
cfits he enjoyed (Phil. 4:11).

Yetl‘aulwumapoodco((iod mdamfacnomonadayby—dlyv

we oxpod to get out of this life? - .

.

S

Our Real Objective
Throughout history; God's people
have 16oked forward: tq blessings and

 rewards in the Kingdom of God, instcad

«

of this flecting physical life.
But why should this be? The answer

dcalings with mankind, God's objec-
tive with His own pcople has never
been primarily the rewards, security,
wealth, peace of mind, longevity, hap-

iness of this physical ifcs_‘l?lc wants .

much more for us than
blcssmgs‘
Now | am not saying thag God docs

t‘cmpom.ry

phsh 1 and through us, God will bless
blcss m:tmmdomlyJ There have
bem cs.in history when Christians

have oyed peace and quict, and

* not bless His pcople. God does want to
* give us blessings in this physical life.
. When the circumstances are right, and
. when security and-peace and tranquility
‘and blessings will -tend toward the
~ greater good Gaod is working to accom-

many of the things human flesh dquu-

For awbile!

Most of us in God's Church today, - )
relatively speaking, have been . ucmen ‘

dously blessed.

But let’s remember that God is. far
more concerned with what is heing
- produced in our lives for the World

And God was with him — cven in ..
prison! o

Tomogow than He is' with ‘our per- .




basis. We need 1o, ]cam that, lesson
how, and We ‘need “to learn it dccply
and profoundly

- WHY Should We Endure?

In I Corinthians 15:13 the Apostle
Paul declared: “Bur if there be no res-
urrection” — that is, if there be no
World Tomorrow, if there is no thou-

‘sand-year millennial reign of Christ in’

the futurc.— and then “aftér. that an
ETERNITY of living, .of building; of
having sccurity, 'happiqcss, trznquility;
peace and purposc — “your faith is
~ vain.” If that is not coming, then you

and 1are simply fools for believing'so. )

And if there .is no World Tomorrow,
_ you might as well get all you can out
- of this’life wWiTHOUT enduring afflic-
tions and trials!

If you don’t have a future worth
sacrificing-for in this life, then you arc
a fool not to cat, drink and be merry.*

5,

. GOoD Nzws'

Palth - thc Kcy '.
"Even though there are 2 lot* of

unknowns, 4 lot of dxsmrbmg and up- o

settigg Circumstasices,-that -make life
difficult — even ‘though there are many,
things you may wonder about — re’
member, the Chiristian life is.a work of

FAITH. We deal 'in faith. And faith

should be very real to us. It is not 2
nebulous, wishy-washy thing. Faith'is a

" vital power in qur lives — 2 power that

can change attitudes, alter circum-
stances, move mountains! :

" Do you feel like you've “given up a
lot for God's Work”? Do you some-.
times dream of all the wealth, prestige,

" recreation or power you might have

acquucd if you had not been called
into God’s Church? Perhaps you had a

business that has Since grown . into a .

-multimillion-dollar corporation.

But there 15 such a future for God’s

people! _

These & a futire for the dead, and

for thosc who give aup all i in this life.
Chnst did risc from the dead!
Tragically, some have begun to put

thair confidence in the things. of this

world but without really realizing 1t.

s They reason” "'l have m"y' little niche

here to ‘take care of me when trouble
- comes and 1 am buffeted, this nest cgg
<Cof mine will protect me,” and they
begin 10 trust 1n their possessions to
give sciurnty Bu( God saysf'thc day 1

coming when men will flee o caves;,

finging thar 5ul'd" and ‘silver w the

[ did!

Perhaps you might have been a great |

success in this world's eyes. |
But wait a2 minute Whac actitude -
should wé have toward such things?

The Apos(l"aul expressed 1t well:

" *Yca doubtless, and 1 count all things

moles and bats! (Sec 1sa. 2:19- 20; Ezek. .

,'_I 19, Zeph 118, Rev- 6.13)

" So, whatever your.situation may be,
however insecure or unhappy you may
feel you. are at the moment — and 1
think thete can be a lot of insecunty
. ftom ume to time in your life; 2 lot of
‘unhappiness (those people in Hebrews
11 weren't always happy being beaten,

* seck ye hest the kingdom of God, and..

hanged, burned, sawn aundc{ cither)
— regardless of your state, yous conds-

tion, your trials, hang in there! Pon't

give up the ship. Don’t become sour or .

discouraged. You were called 1o “en-

dure hggincss (11 Tim. 2.3) . So shoul- . .

7 der your cross — whatever. individual

" cross cach.of us has been given to carry

~— and follaw Christ- who st us the

but far the excellency -of the
knowletige ot Chnst Jesus my Lor
whoim I have suffered the loss of all
things, and do ount them but dung,
that I may win Chnst” (Phil -3 8).
Is chat oar atticude, brethren? Or are
you overly worned about your phystcal

life. your job..your fature, your famnly

secunty’

What did )c%us m,lbou( those who -

anxicry-ndden ibout such things?
“ O ye of litele taith? Therefore take
no thought, saying, What shall we eat?
or, Whae shall we dnnk’ or, Where-

withal shall we be dlothed? (For after”

all these things do the Genules séek )

for your heavenly Father knoweth that

ye have nced of all these things Bue

his nghteousness, and all these things
shall be added unio you Tike therefore
no thought fur the murrow  for the
mortow shall take thought for the
things of 1eselt Suthaeny unto the day
1 the evil thercof ¢(Matt 6 30-34)

And when Peter told Him, “Lo, we "’

have left all, and fullowed thee,”” whit
did Jesus reply? “And he said unto

" them, Venly I say unto you, There is

-0 man that hath keft hous, or par-

/7

for -

_]uly Scptember 1973,

ents, or brcthrcn or wxfc or -children, ;; -+
. for the kingdom of God's sake, who -

shall not rcacxvc manifold mote in this
proscnt time, and in the world to come
life everlasting” (Lukc 18:28-30).

* ' Who.Is a Fool?

" Was Ezckiel 2 fool when he lay on
his ‘side and cooked his tiny rations
over 2 dung fire, foriweck after week
and month after month? Was he a fool
when he ‘scratched arpund on ‘the

.. ground on a Babylonian brick, por-

traying a siege against Jerusalem as a

" testimony fpr the pcoplc’ Was -he a

fool when he dug in the wall in the
middle of the day portraymg thc fu-
turc?

Was Hosea 2 fool when God told

him to go out and marry a prosu’ruté
and raise children by her? Was he a-
fool to “‘wreck” his life? - :

.. Was lIsaiah a fool and a jibbering .
1dnot as he walked up and down the
strects of Isracl .naked, with his but-
tocks blazing- whitely in the sun, ‘to
portray a' lessan to Isracl?

" Was Moses a fool to give it all up
when he had 1t “made”™ as the adopted .
son of Pharaob’s -daughter, an heir o

~the kingship of Egypt, cligible to in-

hene all the riches and possessions of
Egypt’ Was he “insane” to serve God .
in the wilderness, despised and
reproached even by the Israclitess
How about Jeremiah? Was he a tool
when he spent much of his life as 2.
perscuuted criminal, being branded: a

traitor by the authonties of Judah and

impnisoned 1n a2 astern of mud armpit
’ \ -
Were all the rest of the pmp}\h;&.
tools’ Were “Elijah and Elisha fouls'
Was jesus Chnst a fool? .
No, they weren't fools ac all, al-

’(huugh they would certainly have been

called “fools™” by the world today -

The Apostic Paul was no tool Yet
he. wrote to the Connthians, whose
cycs were (0o much on physial e
wards and pleasures. “All of you, no
doubr, haye cverything you could de-

sitc. You have come into your tortune - -
_ alrcady

"You have come’ into your .
kingdom — and lett us out . How |
wish you had indeed won your king-

dom; then you mighe ghiare it with us!

“Poe. it n'cms to mc (.-od has madc us
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. aposdcs chc ‘most abject of mankind. |

" We are like men condemned to death “ -

) .' in the arena, a spectacle to the whole

-are fools for Christ’s sake, while you are

. such sensible Christians. We are weak;

.
>

" prospered and * protected

you are.so powerful. Weé are in dis-
" grace; you are honored. To this day we
8o hungry and thirsty and in rags; we "

“are roughly handled; we wander from

place to place; we wear ourselves out\

"~ working with our own hands. They

curse us, and we bless; they perecute'us

ind we submirt to it; “they slander us,

. and we humbly make our appeal. We ™

are treated as the SCUM_OF THE EARTH,

the dregs of bumanity, 1o this very day” ¢

(I Cor. 4:8-13, The New Englub Bibie).

"What about_you and me? Are we

willing to be “fools” for Christ’s sake?

. Or is our chuef desire to be looked up
t by men, admired, applauded, re. -

_spected, esteemed? Jesus did mot seek
praxsc honor or adulation from men. .

*‘Brethren, we should be thankful
that for-the moment God has blessed,
is Work,
and that He has blessed His ministets
“with the t00ls to do their work — that
it appcars we may perhaps have a
peniod of peace and) prosperity ahead of
L us”for awhile, and that, right mow, we
“don't have to go hungry, thirsty,

clothed 1n rags and tatters, to'do Gods_

- Work. SN

But no one — whether inister or
laymember — should ser. his beart on
physical rewards in this Present empo-

rary hfe — on status, prestige, new

homes, new automobiles, money and
all .the trappings of wealth. *

+ Our hives should be LiviNnG” SACRI -

FICES tor God's Work — humbly striv--
4Ing 16 serve God with our whole heart,
.no matter what the circumstances, or

: ;vhar men think.

ls It Really Worth l(? .

Is cternal life and the Kingdom of
God worth sacnfiang for now? Is it
rcally worth all. the effore, strain,
strugglc suppressing the’ sclf dmymg
the flesh; - )

The Apostic Pml felt it. wiag. He
asserted: fAnd if children, then heirs:
heirs of ‘God, and joint-heirs with’
Christ; f 50 be that we suffer with him,

. that we may be also glorificd rogether” a

.. . S0

** Christ,

GooD NEWS U

(Rom 8: 17) Then hc added, undoubt- -
- edly with real emotion: “For I reckon -
_ " that the sufferings of thig prescnt time
" universc .—"angels as.well as men. We -

are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shallbc revealed in us”

- (verses 18-19).: .
What will this’ glory.-— this splcn-
" dor — really be like? How great will it

be to  make our sufferings of the .

present pale into pallid insignificance?
. Paul was’ contemplating our future

‘glorified condition when he declared, -

“No wonder*we do not lose heart!

‘Though our outward humanity is in
.- decay, yet day by day we are inwardly

renewed. Our troubles are slight and
short-lived; and their outcome an eter-
nal glorx which outweighs them far”
(Xl Cor. 4:16-17, NEBY.

In the book of Revelation we arc
given a glimpse of this tremendous
glory. The Apostle John was shown in

" “vision what the saints would be doing

in .the World Tomorrow. He said:

. “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon:

them, and judgment was given unto
them. and [ saw the souls of them that
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus,
and for the word of God, and which

- had not worshipped the beast, neither

nather  had ceccived  his

his image,
mark upon théir forchcads, or in their

hands, and thcy~]1vcd and reigned with
Christ 2 thousand years. But the rest of
. the dead lived not again unal the thou-

sand years were finished. This is the
first resurrection Blessed and holy is he
that hath part in the first resurrection:

on’ such the sccond death* hath no

powcr but they shall be priests of God

- and of Christ, and shall reign with him

a thousand ycars" (Rev. 20.4-6).
Blessed and holy1s he that qualifies
to be in that first resurcection of the

* dead. For'this person there 1sn’t going

to ‘be any more death pcnahy There

won't be any moge “old age” to’ pro- -
+ vide- fof. Therc just won't be any more
“ of the ‘nccda of hum, pf life. Because that

person will have pSWER, and will have
LIFE, INHERENT wichin himself! |

So 4f 11 this life Gud calls on ds even
to be beheaded for the witness of
the reward w:// be worth it!

In Rcvclmon chaptc: *wo, we learn
more ahgpt our Tuture reward:” “And
he=thas ‘overcometh, and kecpeth my

works unto :beend tohimvvxlllglve

..

ENE

power over the natiéns: and he shall

" rule them with a rod of iron; as the
vessels of a potter shall they be broken
to shivers: even as I received of my =

Father. And I will give him the moln-

- ing star” (Rev. 2:26-28).

It is as if God looked down and
“Look,-I am going to rule the:

world soon, and I need: kings and
priests and governors and rulers. Be-
cause I want to make a beautiful world

. — a world of peace, order and security

— a world of happiness and true liberty

in law. — I am going to give to the,

kings, priests and governors that I se-
lect, power and strength and-office and
honor and authority. I am going to
give them all of thosc things so that 2
world of peace and harmony and tran-
quility can’ be produccd

“I will give thtm REAL POWER, in.
cluding a rod of iron to 4smash re-

bellious nations ff necessary.” i
- God further says to you: “Will you

be onc of them? Will you be onc of
my rulers and kings, priests and- gover-
nors, if I train and prepare you? If I pur |,

_you on the training program, and qual-

ify you, so that cventuall
you POWER, honor and glory,
be willing 1o go all the way — to-
sacrifice, suffer and deny yourself now,
for awhile, so you-can have real power
and honor and gloery then?”
When'you”were baptized, you said,
in cffect™:*Yes, Lord, | will.”” And then

gtvc

. the rigorous training program began.

God began to ‘pur you through trials,
tests, cucumstanccs. challengcs cxpcn
ences. ‘

So thar later on whcn you arc. over
other human beings, when you are a*

. king and a pricst, then you will be able+
"to understand what is in people’s
- minds in ther trials. For you will have

expericnked it all yourself!

That is why God puts us threugh all
of this training, brethren. Believe me,
there are no other human beings on
this carth that go through trialggxactly

‘like TRUE Christian people go through!

" We Need the OVERVIEW
David knew this to be 2 fact — and,

-it was hard for him to understand it at .
" first. He complained to God: “My fect
- had "alsaost slipped, my foothold had

you.'.

~
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- all but given way, because the boasts of 7
sinners roused my envy when 1 saw .
how they prosper. No pain, fio suffer- -

_ing, is theirs; they are sleek and sound
*“in, limb;
troublc as other men are.

It was with keen fcclmgs of aston-
ﬂxshcd wonder that David beheld the
- prosperity of the wicked. Then he com-

pared his own life to theirs, and for a

- moment he thought: “So it was all in

vain thar 1 kept my heart pure and =~

washed my hands in innocencé. For all
day long 1 suffer torment and am pun-

ished every morning, Yet had I ler.

mysclf talk on in this fashion, I should

have betrayed the family of God. So 1

set myself to think this out but I found
it too hard for me, untd | went into
God's sacred courts; there 1 saw clearly
what thetr end would be’* (Ps. 73:13-17,
NEB). .

We ARE in an intensive uaining pro-
gram. Our endurance, patience and at-
ticudes are tried and stretched, to the
limit sometimes. We have been chal-
lenged and tested, and our minds have

run the gamut of thought and -appre- a

hension and concern.
" But you know what?
That's™good! )

"+ lt.may not feel good, it may not seem
good, 1t may be upsetting and disturb-
ing — but «t’s good. God 15 doing all
this to see how we will react To see
what we arc made of — to determine
our mettle He is uniquely preparing us
to deal with any and all ‘real, human
problems in the World Tomorrow.

What a imstake 'we will make if we

" relate the umque circumstances of our

lives to this life ONLY. What 2 mistake

we make 1if we say to ourselves, “I'm

Rot happy | .want td conform to the
life-style of my nclghbors or business
- associates. I'm not getting the peace
“and saustaction and tranquility 1 woufld

like to have I tell you, you will rarely

get these things arfyway, whetber inside
or outside of God's Church.
. You may, get them a little less often
in God'’s Church. But, what fantastic
awareness, knowledge and-understand-

-ing we¢ develop if we say to ourselves,
© *Thank ‘God that my mind, my pa
tience, and my thought processes and

my whole being have been tried to the

limit. Thank God for my trials, my

they arc not plungcd in
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tests, my experien¢es —- even the bad

silver. . Thank God I can see the PUR-

_POSE for my sometimes mind-recling,
. of God could never do. | “

bmmnumbmg, harrowmg trials and’
tests. Because these -things ‘are pre-
- paring me for a glorious, trdnsccndént

sreward in_thg_Kingdom of God for

ever and cver and ever!”

" “Ninety-Day -Wondexls"

~ In World War II, when I was in the
_service, we had 2 desperate need for
officers, commanders and leaders of
companics and battalions. Schools were
established to prepare officers in mmry
days!- Some of you who -have been in
the service remember we used. to call
them “the ninety-day wonders.” They
would comc out still wet behind the
cars, figuratvely speaking. They were
“green,” inexperienced - and soft. You
couldn't depend on their decisions un-
der fire because (hcy had no practical
experience
Some were hard and intolerant and
“others were weak, loose, dirty and yn-
disciphned What a travesty on ruler-
ship! They were in most cases, pathetic,
unqualificd otheers I they ever became
good otheers they leamed o be so by
the pracucal expenence they got after
their schooling, night our on the frone
lines!
Qne lesson | can understand from

( nce 1s thag (Qod 1sn’t going
to haye any “green,” untrained,
“ninety/ddy wonders” as kings and

" prigsts {n the World Tomorrow. He is
going {o-have leaders in the World

Tomorrpw who have learned by being

human "Why? Because they are'going
¢0 deal with human beings for " thou-
sand ycars. ]

God's rulers, kings and priests are
going to be people. who have been

through the tramimg and the cxpcncncc .
of being human. Who have gone

through trials that aré unique. Trials
that have bden hard to wrestle with.
Situations that involve sadness, sacn-
fice, unknowns, dmoumgcmcms An-
secunity. People who know ' people.
People who can understand people.
Pcoplc who when given the pqw:t and-
the authority that God promises, : will

be perfoctly gudlsied for the jobs they

Y

ones. Thank God.my character is being’
_purged,. purified, refined 2s gold and .~ -

" “For the divine naturc was his fro
- first; yet he did not think to snatch at
“equality wigh God, but made himselt

purpase.
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- will be guvcn in thc World Tomorrow

-They will be able 5 understand human
eriotions ‘and human situations in 2
“wiy that human beings who have not
been called and have not had the Spmt

" Afe You Still rl"ollowing
. Chrise?

jcsus rold" His dlscxplcs to count the

- cost (Luke 14: 28) And He told them,

“Follow ‘me.”” When: you were. bap—
tized, you were told to count the cost.
“You dctcrmmcd to follow Chnst and. :
so you were baptized. NI
Bur is your heart st/ 100 percent -
dedicated to God’s Work, to following -
Christ, despite all the ttials and tésts
you have had to endure?
"~ We read in Philippians 2:5: “Let
this mind be in you, which was also-in
Christ Jesus.” What kind of mund, -

-thoughts, attitude "did *Christ have?

Nougce, from the New English Bible:
the

NOTHING, . dssuming the nature of a~
slave. Beaning the human likeness, rer
vealed in human shape, he humbled bhim- .
“self, and in obedience accepred EVEN
DEATH ~ death on a cross” (Phil 293
8). ..

Consider  that pnsnnc cxample,
brethren It 15 obvious Jesus did not -

- ‘seck the fulfillment of His physscal lite

as'an end Nor did He seck to become
buffered against the future. He knew
He was on this earth.for a much grearer

Don’t misundersaand. 1t 15 or°
wrong to cxpericnce the blessings gt
this lite, as God provides! 1t 1s not
wrong'to have happiness and peace of
mind and tranquulity.and other bless-

-ings. And it is not wrong to have

security if you use it rightly! Jesus had
a measure of good things. He had good

~clothes, He ate good food and drank

good wine. But the focus of His mind
and lif¢ was not oo this carth nor on

-+ -the agcoutrements of this physi'cgl life.
% Jesus knew, as we do, what it is like.

to be human. He knew what.dt was.like
o bc weak. (He was unable, remember.
to c-m') that physical cross of weod all
--the way fo Golgotha.) Jesus also knew
(Continued om inside back cover)
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B&KAPS YOU. never. thcught ofie

before — but the Church of -

. = "God obscrves the. New Tmammt :
‘.Fcast of Tabernacles. -

e

Of cdurse, we all know that the sacri- -

* " fices and’ preparatory washings of thé .
_ Jaw of Moses have ceased. But. there dre

other, often vverlooked, ways in which
the New' Testamenit: Feast of Taberna-

‘cles. differs from the manner in which ¢

(hc Old Tcstamcn( Fczst was obscrvcdx

A Splnwal Not Physncal,
Worship Ve

Tho faa that rhcrc isa Ncw Tcsta - .

ment manner in which to keep the
Feast was first enunciated by Jesus to
the woman at the well in Samaria:

Jews commanded Hls das-

ciples to observe the New -
- Testament, Passover, not by
*slaying a lamb: in: Jerusa-
lem, but by washing one =

. anofher s feet and partak-
_ing .of unleavened bread

~and wine. But how many of
“us haxe realized that the

- New " Testament Feast of

“Jesus said unto her, Woman, be- -

lieve me, the hour cometh, when ye
shall ncither in this mountain {Mt.
Genzim in Samaria), nor yet at Jerusa-
lem, worship the Father. . But the
hour cometh, and now is, . whcn the
truc  worshippers  shall worshlp the
Fathcr in spmt'and in truch .. . (john
4:21, 23). ‘

Jhe Old Tesgament Feast of Tabcr—
nacles, from Solomon's time on, was

. obgerved with all its rites at Jerusalem

only But here Jesus plainly says that

-. the place and manncr of observing all
- the feasts would be changed. And.

today, we are to worship God “in’ spirit
and wuch,” not by merg ricual. The
rituals of the law came by Moses, but
grace and truth = and that includes
Kow to keep the New Testament festi-
vals of God — came.by Jesus Christ
(John 1:17):

-Before we look at Jesus’ cxamiple
and what the New Testament Is
about keeping ihe- Feast of Taberna m‘?
we need to acquaint ours;lvcs wuh
some of the customs that surroundcd
the observance of thc jcws Feast of
Tabernacles under the Old Covenant.
Remember, John, in his.account.of the

: (John 6:4)

- Tabernacles is just as differ-
ent from ‘its Old Testament

celebration?

by Herman L=Hosh . .

Gospel, commonly uses the -expression
‘f_]cws’ feast of tabernacles” (John 7:2)

or “thc passover, 2 feast of the Jews”.
‘Because  various.
human’ customs were added over the |
* ‘years to the ongmal Mosaic mgulauons )

Why?

for the+ fcauvals R

How thq chs Obscrvcd the
- Feast of\Tabcmzda

How ‘was thé Feast of Tabernacles -
obserVed in:Jesus’ day’ What customs .
were the Jewish ‘congregations follow- -
ing (customis thar wore not necessarily

ordained by God and. hence not to be
continued in the New Testament ob-
servance)  Lawson C. Brggs, Associate
Editor of - The Guob 'NEWs, has pre-~
pared-tor. chis arucle a summary of the
ancient celebration. .1 want to share

. some of 1t wuh you. You my ﬁnd it
" surprsing: *

“Although Lszaci forsook God’s fu
tivals, the Feast of Taberniclés was the

most popular of all the fessivals in
]udah Joscphus refers to it as being the -

‘most holy and most eminent fease.’

-

. The Jéws found it delightful in the fall

of the year, when the crops were in and

‘the summer's labor over,. t6 rejoice.
"Funeril culogics and fasting were alike

forbidden for the weck of the festival.
“The celebrations began .as the. fif-

-teenth of Tishri approached, shortly af-

ter the regular afternoon sacrifice, and
continued throughout the night. Flutes
were played, along with lyres, "harps

*and cymbals Whoever could play an

msttumc.m did so. Whoever could sing’

“’sang. Others stamped their “feet,

clapped théir hands, danced or what-

" éver they could do, cach to thie best of

his -ability, while sofigs of joy and
hymns of praise ascended to God. -

“In the midst .of all this rejoicing,
the Jews were vcry well aware chat they

‘were strangers and pilgrims on carth,
* for they were  living for seven days in
- the temporaty -booths or tabernacies

which gave this feast its name (Lev.

* 23,42°4% scc also 25: 23). They were

very carcful, even overly carcful, to.
build their booths just so — three walls

" and a roof of green lcafy boughs with

nothing withered or dead, or taken
from the precincts of pagan shrines, or
stolen, ctc., were specified by the typi-
cally strict” Pharisaic regulations. Even
the altar of burnt offering was fenced
around and ‘over with leafy branches.
for the festival’s duration.
. “During the feast cach cclcbmm ar-
ried two thmgs as signs, in his lefedhand
a citrus and in his right hand a palm
. branch tied with willow, The fruit ex-
cmphﬁcd the fruits of the good land -
which God had given thém. The palm
branch in the right hand symbolized to
the Jews praisc of God's kingly power
and His rule over the worshippers who.
carried it. .

“A proniinent part of the festivitics
in Jesus’ day — ‘and very popular with
the crowds — was the ceremony of the
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6 Tucson, Arizona
7 St Pl.-(emburg Florida
T8 JeKyll IStand, Georgia N
. 9 Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri

M v Wisconsin Dells . Wisconsin

. " 11 Pocomo Mountains, Pennsylvania

¢ " . 12 Squaw Valley, California
T - . , 13 Pasadena, Culifornia

21 Gebrge, S.A,

W 24 Mossel Bay, S.A.
25 Victoria Falls,
Rhodesia

26 Perth, Australia,

27 Bllckbeut_h, Australia

23 Taupo, New Zealand

1" Barbados
18 El Tabo, Chile
19 Daxtepec, Mexico
2 Nicocahea, Argentina
21. Martinique; West Indies
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J - drawing of water. Early on the mom-  ducec) to show his contempt for the = have us -— the New Testament Church
- o ing ‘of the first day of-the feast, onc  Pharisces to whom . the warter sym-  of God — celebrate the New Testament

" pricst headed a joyful and enthusiastic - bolized the fact of resurrection, had  Feast, of Tabernacles? . How would it
Prn(cssmn from the Temple down pourcd’it on the ground. The watching®  differ from the customs which devel- | ,
“the pooi of Siloam. Here he ritusl: peoplc promptl) pelted him with the opcd 'undcrl,(h&' ‘Old Testament? I
-isucally dipped -up 2 golden vessel full  fruics they held in their hards, precipi- .
of “the water’ ang led the procession  tating a bloody massacre “of Pscvcfal . Juus Set His Church

' back to the Temple. < 'thousgnd by his forugn bod)guard . an Example
S ‘ ““As pricst and procession reentesed . “As the water and wine. were pourcd Who among us’is not familiar with
’ ' " the ary: through the water gate, which intg the bowls, the I'cmplc musi¢ be- the fact that at the last Passover 1n His

was so-called from this ccrcmony. they * gan. Psalms 113 through 118 -were  miniistry Jesus instituted new symbols

e were greeted by a threcfdld blax of 2 sung. With the opening and closing  and 2 new ceremony, for the New Tes-

’ (mmpc( words of Psalm J18 and verse .23, ‘Save tament Passover? But how many of us

“The pri¢st then walked up the'rise  now, I bescech thee, O Lord® (Kings  have Tooked at Jesus’ example dunng

o where the altar stood and poured the _]zmt's Varsion), the waiung worshlp-_ the last Feast of Tabernacles in Hus
water from Siloam and the wine of the  pers shook the palm branches in their . mimstry? Nearly ds many chapters are
dnnk’ offering (Num. 29:16) into two - hands to all four points of the compass,  devoted to it as are devoted to the last

! " silver bowly from whence a pipe con-  thus sxgmfymg that God will mlc over  Passover!
veyed it away from the altar. all nadons’ ' You will find Jesus’ activitics during
“Mecanwhile " the people  shouted - These various customs were very fa-  “the Feast of “Tabernacles descnibed in
aloud to the priest, ‘Raise your hand.’  mib to Jesus He saw them enacteg the Gospel of Jéhn; chapters 7 thiough
‘Thus they. made suse she water really  ‘every year as part of the Jews’ celebra- | 9. “Now the Jews’ feast of Tabernagles
was poured where it was supposed to  tiof of the Old Tcstamcm Feast of  was at hand,” repoxts John i1n 7.2. No-
* 8o, for once before, about 93 B.C, the  Tabernadles tice Jesus’ example! “Now zbout the

prest-king Alexander Jannacus (3 Sad- * The question is, how would )c;ns midst of the feast Jesus went.up into

‘ . . : Lo . o
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the temple, and taught” (verse*14).
And a few days later: “In the last
day, that great day of the feast, Jesus

‘stood and cricd, saying, If any man

thirst, let him come unto me, and
drink. He_ that believeth on me, as the
scripture hath said, out of his belly
[inncrmost being] shall flow rivers of

- living water. (Buc-this spake he of the

Spirit, which they that believe on him
should receive .. .)” (verses 37-39).

- Whar did John mean, “the last day,.

that great day of the feast™?

The Festival of Tabernacles is an
autumn fesuval, scven days in length.
It begins on the . 15th day of the sev-
énth month (Tishri) in the Hebrew
calendar, cuncaponding' to  Septem-
ber/October 1n the Gregorian calendir.
Immcdmcly followmg the seven days

is an “cighth day” (Lev. 23:34-36, 39)," ,

the 22nd day of Tishri. It is a onc-day
festival, called the Last Great Day The
entire cight-day period came to be
known as the Feast of Tabernacles, just

GOOD NEWS

as the two adjoining spring festivals of
Passover and Unleayened Bread. came
to be known as Passover (Luke 22:1).

. Jesus’ cvening message, as thav Last
"Great Day began, centered on water as
symbolic of the Holy Spirit of God. It
was customary, as wc have nored, 0
have 2 special ceremony of water-

drawing from the pool of Siloam dur--
ing the Feast of Tabemacles (The Baby- -

lonian Talmud, Seder Mo'ed, Sukkah,
iv, Soncino Press, 1938). The ceremony
symbolized the outpouring of the
Spirit of God on .the nations during
the reign of the Messiah. The basis for

the Jewish ccremony was Isaiah 12:3:

“Therefore with joy shall ye draw water
out of the wells of salvation.”
This witer-drawing ‘occurred  on

- each of the seven days of the Feast-of

Tabernacles and on the eighth gr Last

Great Day. (Whenever, as in A.D. 30, -

the Last Greac Day occurred on a
weckly Sabbath, the drawmg of water
occurred the previous cvcmng) The
people would gather at thé place of the

water,drawing, at the pool'in Jerusalem -

called Siloam, amidst rejoicing and mu-
sic. A-golden flagon was filled with
water which, after the regular daily
morning offering, would be poured out
at the altar in the sight of the people. If
the occasion were the eve of a Sabbath,

a. golden barrel was filled and placed -

that cvening in a chamber of che
Temple (Sukkah, iv, 48b).

It was to this event of water-
drawing that Jegs ‘made reference as
He taught in the Temple on that eve-
nirig of the Last Great Day. Jesus’ mes-
sage s recorded in less than two verses
(John 7:37-39) -
* Now_ we read: “And every man

went unto his own hduse. Jesus went

unto the Mount of Olives. And ecarly

in the morning [in the daylight part of .

the Last Great Day} he came again into
the temple, and all the people came

unto him; and he sat down and taught

them” (John 7:33; 8:1.2).
Here was Jesus’ example of keeping
the daylight part of the Last Great Dey.
Shortly thereafter the Pharisees inter-
fupted Jesus. They brought into his

pressnce a2 woman whio had “beep

caught ‘in the very dct of adultery.

Some translations delete the section

about this woman and her adulrery

from johns Gospel. But they age in -

«error. This section bclongs in the Gos-
pel, exactly where it-is found. It is in

the official text of the Greek New Tes- |

tament used throughout the Greck-
speaking world and is found in the

authoritative manuscripts of John's.®-

Gospel preserved by the Greek people.
Following this interruption, Jesus,

setting an cxample to the New Testa-

ment ministry, spake again to the
people (8:12). In the crowds that lis-

. tened were Pharisees who again inter-
rupted (verse 13). A heared dijscussion |

crisucd in which Jesus was accused of
being a demon-posscssed Samaritan
(versc 48). Within ‘minutes a fight
broke out: “Then took. they up stones
to cast at him: but Jess hid himsclf,
and went out of the temple; going
through the midsc . of them, and so
passed by” (veise $9).

" But the cpisode docs not end here.
The ninch chapter, verse one, contin-
ues:

v

“And as _]csus passed by, he saw a

-man which was blind from*his birth.”
Jesus made clay, andinted his eycs, and

“told him to wash in the pool of - -

loam. He returned “‘seceing” (verse 7)
Later chat last day of the feast, the one-
time blind man, now healed, was
‘brought before the Pharisces (verse
13). Verse 14 continues. “And 1t was
the sabbath day? wher' Jesus made the
clay, and. opened - his cyes” (sec also

K

verse 16). Here, o0, we have Jesus’

example: hcalmg on the Sabbath. -
In summary, we see that on Friday

,.cvcnmg at the beginning of the Last

Great . Day, Jesus - spoke those few
words recorded in John 7:37-38 about
coming to Him for living water. The

' golden barrel had, shortly before, been

filled with water from the pool ‘of Si-
loam. It was Jesus' oppommxty 1o cx-
‘plain the meaning of the ceremony and
to focus attention on WHO it is from
WHOM “living spiritual . waters flow.
Later in the cvemng — Friday nighe —

" Jesus ‘went to the Mount of Olives to

rest. Next morning, on ‘the daylight

" part of the Last Great Day, everyone

rcrurned to the Temple It was a2

" double Sabbath — a weekly Sabbath —

Saturday — and an ' annual Sabbath,
A.D: 30

"o )
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The New Testament Teaching
Nowhere in the acéountédo we find
.+ Jesus directly participating in any of |
the variolis Jewish customs that grew
) up around the Feast of Tabefnacles.
] Not that Hc condemned them. Rather,
o i Jesus set an example for the New Tes-
g , ' tamént minstry to follow — ‘that of
A ' " preaching and teaching, the medning of
the scven days of the Feast of Taberna-
cles and of che Last Great Day, ‘and of
healing the sick.

That is why today the mmnsrry dur-
ing the Festival teaches, preaches and
prays for the sick rather than dirccting
- ‘the pcrform‘ancc of symbohc ‘rituals —
that is why, in so many mﬁCrcnt ch-
mates, we “worship God in’ spmt and
in tucth” withéut the need to build
ntually detined physical booths — that
is why the Festival today does not have
to be held in the one place; Jerusalem,
for the enure Church of  God

Many of thase ceremonies and cus.-
toms ot Jesus' day did have meaning

4.‘

temporary  We are to prcscnr a spini-
¢ fual wun}up at the Fcnt i spant
and truth
* the holy place in heaven 1self — “Hav. _
ing theretore, brechren, boldness to en.
ter into the hohiest by the blood ot
. T Jesus” (Heb 1019) And, “let us
‘ ) theretore with boldness approach the
throne of grace” (Heb 4 16, Panin
* - translation .’ W_c arc .4 “roydl priest
hood” (I Peter 2.
. 1 - havg, not a M(ruk <opy ‘of the throne
of(:od but the mdm in hcaven itself
Moses sct the tnie Old Testament
example He was the ong called of God
to establsh the practice of the Ol
Testament Church, He gave the "aw of
Moses” 10 the Old Testament Church
o The Jews had Mases™ example .
' Jesus did not come 1n Moses' name.
v merely repeating the ¢xample ot Moscs.
T Jesus brought a new covenant message
" Theg gospel came by Jesus Chrst Chase

.

N R I U L B NSR T SR R

We u)day have access by prayer to

°
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‘ Thc Apostle John was inspired to ’

write: “And hereby we do know that
we know him, 'if we keep his com-
mandments . . . whoso keepeth _his.
word, in him vcnly is the love of God:
pcrfcctcd bereby know we that we are
in him. He that saith he abideth in him

" ought bimself also 5o 10 walk, éven as be
. [Christ] walked” (1 John 2:3-6).

. for our sins — He also fived so that we -

Indeed' But they were physical and

3. 9) today Today we .

Norice: We are.to walk as Chniss
walked, and- His ministers are to 3|
as He spoke. It doesn’t say “‘as Hoses
walked.” Chnst not only died to pay

"would know how 1o live. He kept His
Father's laws, and that included keep-
ing the Feast of Tabernacles and setting
us an_cxample of how to keep it in
New Testament t.mes!

Paul Kept the Feasi
of Tabernacles

Paul followed fesus' example .ard
not only kept' the Feast of Tabernacles,
but kepr it after the New Testament
manncr lomg after what was “nailed to
the cruss” was nailed there And notice
Paul's command that we tollow bs
c'xamplc as he tollowed Chrse's " He ye
" followens of me. even s |- also am of
Chnst™ (1 Cor 11 1)

That 1s very plan We tollow Paul
in keeping the New Testament Feast of
Tabernacles as he tullowed Chinst ‘No

ticc naw the sequence of events n the

book of Acs Whih dearty indicate
that Paul kept the Feast of Tabernacles
" God used Paul 1o reach the Genules
with the gospel. In AL} 30, Paul
crossed over trom Asia ino Lumpc and
began o preach the gospel,ac Philipps

‘(A 16111y

. -brought the New Testament promuse

~  -of the Holy Spiric He set the exfmple
for the New Testament Chupch of
waching about xonveision and the
Holy Spinit during the Feast of Taberna.

¢les. Christ left us “an cxample that ye .

should follow his steps” (1 Peter ).

s @ !

~

c(Acss

Atier 4 tew weeks at Plulippy Thes
salonia (Avty 17 1) Berts (veise 10)
and *Athens (verse 16). Paul Game to
Connth in the late summer ot A D S0
181} Atter spending  soveral
Sabbaths teaching in the. “synagogue
(verse 4) Paul cononued 1o hoid meer

" 1inRks 1n the house of Justus (vene 7) for

“a year and ux months” (verse 11}
This brings us > thic sping of AD
92 P

Atter a nor scirred up agamnst -the
aposile was quelled. we read the ful:
lowing about Paul “And Paul aftes
this tarned there yet o gau‘ shrbe. and
then took his leave of thl,' btv'»htﬂ and’

o’ -
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s:ulcd thence into Syria” (Acts 18: 18),

- It was now well into _thc summer of -

A.D. 52. The Feast of Unlcavened
Bread and Pentecost — ‘the two festi-.

-vals hear the beginning and end of

sprmg “— Were now pnst
To tontinue with Paul’s jourﬁcy on’

- his way from Corinth to the port of

Syria, "*he came to Ephésus” and “en-
tered into the synagogue, and reasoncd
.with the Jews. When thiey desired him to
tarry longer*time with them, he con.
sented not; buc bade them farewell,
saying, I must by all means keep this feast
that cometh in_Jerssalem:but 1 will return
again unta you, .if God will. And he
sailed from Ephcsus"(Acts 18 19-21}

Was Paul planning.to keep the feast
with the Hcadquarters Church at jcru
salem’ Indeed! .

Which fease’

Thc spring festivals weie salreads

“poo - The twe late summer or earl’

autimn Loly davs the Feast of Trum
pers and the Dn of Atonement. were
held at any ' the Jocal congregauons
Yet here w.s « major festival being
held at Jerusale.n m the antumn The
onc big major festival that vccuns i
the autumin 13 the Feast ot Tabernad ey
Pau! (old the Ephesunsy that he  muy:
by A faean; Reop this feast that vomeib in
Jerwsalem:” with the Headquarten
Church (TRis was long betore” A D)
0. at which time Jerusalem fell o b
Roman Leeneral Titus and the lmupk
was dcmuvcd Y .

PAIII hid iu!( \u"\p}t!ﬂ! by fress
[ TRT ST I:umpc with the ol
and undoubiedly telt he had to repae
the progress of the wobk 0 the Head
quarteny " Chupch and  the  brethecs
(vere 221 Whas beter apme to gho v
than whle ktqung the l'n;u. ol §abgy
nacles \

Hereo s che cnmplr of Payl b
a?-mlr w the (unobkes Afwer scary o
the New Testament minasseqy he s sitll
keeping the Feass of Tabernacies

Why Verse Left Our in
Cocrupted Manuscripes
Acis iR 21 appecan copiegtly 'm‘vu
King James Verson of the Bibie B

Cnamerous modern trandations  leave

out Wmae potuon of the verw which

Ctells of Padi'w intenton 1o keep the

Feam . . *»
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- This verse, in its engirety, belongs in

the" Bible. Tt has always been 100 per--

cent 2 part of the inspired Greek text
handed down to the Greck- spcaking
world by the original true Church of
God. The only manuscripts which
leave it out arc those copied' in Egypt

and in the Latin-speaking portions of

the Roman Empire. .
There would have been no reason to

~ add this verse to-the Bible if it were

not there originally. Bur there is every

reason why men would: like to remove it

from the inspiréd text! The Catholic
version’ of the Bible leaves it out as do
almost. all modern Protestant trans-

‘latians of ¢he Bible, These churches do

not wam/ to keep this  feast.

Bur. NO! at )crusalcm Oanly

Pay!l on this one occasion did travel
to Jerusalem o keep the Feast Yet, on
many other ocasions, he observed I\
clsewhere jus¢ as Jesus said His

" Chutch would do Remember,,to the

Samantan woman Jesus sud * the
hour comerh, when ye shall neither in
this mounian not yet at Jerusabem,
warship ihe Fathet ™ Bur this was not
the hrst tme Jesus spultc on this sub
e -
Notice what He said as thc Spokes-
man n the OId Tostament . n 3ll

- plavey where | revord my ndme 1 will

come unto thee. and | will bless thee™
(Ex 20 24 last part) Jesus. -bom. of

‘Mary was not speaking anything dif

ferernt trom what He told the lssachites
at Sinar a5 the YHWH or Spokewnan
of the Old Tesiament “In all places”

oot merch tor all ome at jerusalem

As the New Testament Church of
God grew in apostoli days. there sonn
developed 3 need fop the wattered
brethien ) meet not oply in jcluaafa'h
but in rusicsnuy other ,‘lf\(‘! 1o ohserve
God's annual fesrivals  And i no case
wiiisld Jthe nouals o the Jews
ihe wages. dsawing - have been obr
werved By the New lnumcm Church

- for thewe ntuals weee pertoimed by the
) lﬂmul ‘prcsthoud anly at Jerusalern

in che parunas of the Tempie
Though Paul kepd the festivals every
year (1 €Co. Y6 168 Aces 18 21,

20°16). ye1 far mearfy 1 4 years Pan! snas

wniodum by foa wito the churche of

¢ soch oy

GOOD NEWS .

Judaea which were in Christ: but they
had ‘heard only, that he which per-
secuted us in times past now preacheth
the faith which once he destroyed”

- (Gal. 1:22-23). Paul was not keeping

the festivals at Jerusalem these fourteen
years or he certainly would havc been
known by face. .

Where was Paul observing the festi-
vals during thosc ycan’

“I came,” he said, “into the regions

of Syria and Cilicia” (Gal. 1:21). Paul’

" and Bamabas spent many ycars preach-
ing there before being sent on their

journeys The center of the region of 4

Cilicia and Syna was Antioch. At An-
tioch “it came to pass, that a° whole
year they assembled themselves with
the chugch, and taught much people.”
Paul. must have observed the Feast of

Tabernacles that year with Chnsuans in -

or ncar Antioch (read Aces 11 29-26)

On the second apostolic journey the

Apostle Paui went into Europe He

came to Phnhppn in Maiedonia 19 years.

after. the Holy Spint had come on the
day. ot Pentewost in AD 3. HMe then

journcyed in the late summer of A D

30 o Connth, 1n Southern Greeee, 1t

the province ot Achaia “He commucd ‘
there 4 vear and ux- months, teaching”

“the word of God among them, {Acts
18 11) That p?ﬁud ot ume 1ncluded
two more Feasts of Tebernaddes, which
presurhably  weie spcq‘(". in ot near
Corninth

Travel was.so slow 1n those days that
1t would have taken two weeka to a
month just 1o Ko w Codpth trom

Antiochi 0 vide versd Mo at the ame

HINE, LBV +n (he geugtaphic area of

Syna and Cilia were sull olwerving:

the I"tul ol Labetpacles in Antiochy in
Syna And wonvested Jews v Judaes
were sull obscrvingit in Jnuukm as
always :

Paul v ehad wumn ook b it
the proviace of Aua. which was subds
vided nto Mysa- Lydia and Cama
tThis us the region of Western Turkey
today ) The central kwanion of this re

gron wes hpstsus. where Paul peeached

fos ae ka.u ine year; and 1hree md&;

(Acts (9 810) vmhuut returning to -

- Jetusalem

Now consides how ‘(be:c facts from
the New  Testamerse  affect ('iod‘s
Church wday, -

A COLLECTIVE Blessing

It is a collective duty of the New ,
Testament Church of God to observe
the Feast of\Tabernacles in the New
Testament enanner. And as Jesus
prophcsxcd to the woman ac the well,
Jerusalem would soon cease to be the
primary site (John 4:21). In fact, Jeru-
salem and ‘the Temple were destroyed
in A.D. 70 and Jerusalem temporarily
ceased to be a festival -site fo
Church of God. But it will bé&come so
again, certainly in the Millennjum if
_not ‘before (Zech. 14: 16).

But how can the members of God’s
Church know where to keep. the Feasts
today’ It is the responsibility of the

" munistry and leadership of the Church

to make 1t known, as Chnist the Head
of the Church (Col 1°18) leads and
directs them  through* His Spine. For
Chnist “hath set some. 1in the church,
first apostles, secondanly  prophets,
thurdly teachers " (1 Cor 12 28) —
or, as i’ Ephcsans 4 {1.14, some are
zpoe.dcs. znd some, pmphru and
_some, evangth.m and some, pastors
Tand u;ad\m for thie porfecang of thc
f.un; tor .the worg  of h4,- sz

Jy o all we all come i the vmity of
. the farh .

. that we hericeforgh. be no
moie ghnlJrc'\ tossed fu and fro, and
carned abouz with cvuy wind ofd«x
tnne. .

But. perhaps the most uppunam
New ‘lnid!&ll aspert of the Feawt of
hbcnmks 15 what Jesus conanued to
pmphﬂy w the Samantan woman i
Joha 4 23 "But the hous wometh. and
now s, when the true wanhippers
shall wosship the Father in sparit and in
truth t0r the Facher seckuh nuh to-
worship hum

The New Testament wunhtp must

" be a ftuc apmwd mecamngtul compre:

“henuon of the meaning of the Feast and .
"o the purpose. plan and chacter of
the Creator (rod whom we there and
then worship Only 1n this way can we -
truly “rero01ce” a8 God and Jesus (Chnse
{the YHWH) intended from the be ©
ginmng

With this unsknmxdmg let's makc
thus yeae's Feast of Tabernacles an even
moee [0yoNs ocoiston as the el oi this
g me ' o
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Have you ever wondered how the many facets of
[ preparation for the Feast of Tabernacles are accomp-
lished?. An advance crew prepares. the way to help
guarantee the success of God’s Holy Convocgtion every =~ ¢
 year. We call that preparation group the “Early Crew.’”
. Read about their work and learn how YOU are part of.
another “Ecrl)/Crew." ‘ -

by Robert C. Smith .

little fanfare — a group of people arrives at

each Feast site a little earlier than the rest.
Their job is to help “get things ready.” To help
prepare for multiple thousands of people for an
-eight-day period.

~  They are the "Early Crew” — and. they play a
very important part in our lives at the Feast.

What It Would Be Like WITHOUT
the “Early Crew"”

. Picture in your mind for a moment this coming
Feast without the Early Crew. Imagige, for ex-
ampler-Squaw Valley with 8,000 people from all
walks of life converging on its facilities.

Ju's:r BEFORE the Feast of Tabernacles — with

The first day of the Feast arrives — tix‘? made

holy by God Almigkty. The swirling dust of the

_ - rear parking lots settles into thee arena, coating

everything with which it comes in contact. There
ismothing to stop the onslaught, for the giant can-
vas which should be over the open end of Blythe
Arena has not been installed. The reason? The
Early Crew was not there to do its job.

* Those inside, searching for seats, encounter the
frustration of first clear':ing AwWay a year's accumu-

- . lationy of dust (plus the newly settled dust) before

they can be seated. Nobody was there to sweep
them clean ahead of time. Those on the main floor
find no chairs set up at all. Just simple jobs — but
they-weren't done. - :

Complaints begin emanating ‘from JLthe many -
musty restrooms. Those in line agonize at the sud-

den realization that no provisions have been made

fof those hapless souls who preceded them. Simple

ms taken completely for granted are now the
petrators of unexpected anguish.

he “mother’s rooms” — filled to capacity with

" mof trying to find a clean spot on which to
change their babies — add to the picture of mass

’ "

;:onfuaion. The cleanliness which should charac-
terize godliness is totally absent — because the
Early Crew wasn't there to provide these services.

Meanwhile, back in the arena, several ministers -

are standing on a large wooden box — because no-
body has erected a stage. o

The thousands of God's peoplé who have arrived .

’

are cramped together in the bleachers, while the .

vast expanse of the aPena floor is empty — except
for the ministerial “box” — because nobody
thought to bring the ¢hairs. But, of course, there
would ot have been anyone to set them up any-

-way, without the Early Crew.

The special lighting has not been installed. The
speaker cannot be heard because no sound system

has been set up in advance for this important Fes- .

tival of God. And so it goes. :

R
The Work of the “Elu—r‘ly. Crew”

It would be a sad story — if it were true But
this story will not be told, thanks to the advance
preparations of the Early Crew. '

At every Feast site around”the world, God's

. People enjoy peace, harmony and order. They en-
Jjoy comfort and a sense of belonging because of .

the Early Crew's work. All the dusting of the
bleachers, the preparation for parking. getting the
restrooms in ordex, setting up for registrationt an
information bocth, dining rooms, and’ a wirtual
network of foresight and service are taken care of
by the Early Crew. .

YOU Are Part of an “Early Crew”
Just as the Feast of Tabernacles u 1tself & sym.

bolic forerunner of the soon-coming Millennium
and government of God Almighty on thu earth, so
wa in God’s Church are all an “Early Crew" in the
plan of salvation. ' o
Wae are the “firstfruita™ of the sons of God. We

s
H
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are Christ’s Jittle flock. Christ reminds
us: “...thou hast a lintle suéngeh”
(Rev. 3:8), We are not grear-and im-

pressive tothe world any more than-is .

the Early Crew to the Church. But,
brethren, we all are pncpmng to play a
very important part in the lives of
those who do not even know we exist.
Imagine the masses that will turn to

God in true repentance after having ex-

petienced the great tribulation and the
plaghids of God. Millions will have be-
come reathable. “And it shall come to
pass in the last days, that the mountain
of the Lord's house shall be established
in the top of the mountains, and shall
be oxalted above the hills; znd all na-~
tions shall flow unto it. And amany
people shall go.and say, Come ye, and
let us go up to the meuntain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob; and
he will teach us of his ways, and we
will walk in his paths . . ." (Isa. 2:2, 3).
Who will care for this confused,
beaten people? Who will sit down
with them individually, and patiently

‘teach them who God is, how to apply

His laws 1n their lives and how to be
truly happy’ Who wtll have propared
and qualihed themselves ahcad of ume
for this opponunity’ You guessed 1t~
we will — the Early Crew!

Soon all nauons and all pcoplcs will
be keeping that greater “Feast ot Taber-
nacles” — the Millennium They will

rejoice thou, and thy houschold,”

because we were there fins! Because the .

Early Crew did uts job!

Just as fost of us today are not
aware of the many-faceted preparations
for the Feast (which involve nut only:
the Early Crew, but also the year round
acuvities of the Festival Othce saatt) —
necither will most of those joy-tlled

‘humans have really been aware of our

present “behind-the scenes” acnvity —
the work of this lictle handtul ot
people whom:God calls His Church
But we, will be ,waiung for. them
They will appmnh Chnst and His

bom- agmnﬂs with the samc joy-

Howard Clurk Ambussoder C oimge’
Early Crew workmen he huge sec-
tions of the convas used 10 cover
the open end of Blythe Arena af
Squaw Valley, Colifornia.

hopes.

GOOD N EWS

filled anticipation with -which we ap-
proach the Feast: They are going to ex-
pect to be taught, just as we do at the
Feast. Their minds and their eyes are
going o be wide open. They will be
hungry for truth — and our cffores as
the Early Crew of Almighty God will
make poss:blc the ‘reality of their

Rather than meeting confusion, they
will be guided and dirccted in an or-

derly and lovmg way. Instcad of 8Lop- ’

ing aimlessly abour, they will
experience a sense of belonging.

A Job Well Donc

As we assist Christ in the great reha-

bilitation program at the beginning of
this thousand-year Feast of Tabernacles,
we will see the fruits of our efforts
made manifest in those whom we will
have instructed Their way of life will
become vne of Jy. abundahce and pro-
ducaviry

4
i
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“And they shall build the old
wastes, they shall raise up the fornver
desolations, and they shall fepair the
waste citics, ‘the desolations of many
generanons. And strangers shall stand '
and feed your flocks, and the sons of
the dlien shall be your plowmen and ¢
your vinedressers. v

“But ye” — wE — “shall be named
the Priests of the Lord: men shall call
you the Ministers of our God . .- (Isa.
61:4-6).

. Whata glonous aalling is ours. Juse
as the Feast of Tabernacles could not
be the same success and serve its pur-
pose without the advance efforts of all
concemned with Feast prcpamtmm and*
just as their “behind-the-scenes™ activ-
ity scts the stage, so OUR acuvity now,
in our homes, on our jobs, on our

’knm, is-necessary and is helping w set

the stage for the World Tomoridw.
What zeal and enchusiasm and deds-

catton this rc{.}mmm should give w't)
. .




4AT 1S our goal — really?
Is it a hazy, not too vivid,
all-encompassing kind of
thing, like “'to get into'the Kingdom,”
- ,*to show love,” or “to do the Work of
God'? . i
Each  of us must have a2 much more
clearly defined, smoment-by-moment
goal than that. A goal so vivid and so
real” that we can confidently know . we
are fulfilling God’s desires — HIS pus-
pese for our lives. .

.Thé Starti'ng Point

Everyone wancs to-live forcver. But
since ‘we: are mercly physical human
beings, we all face physical death.

Death isa sobering reality As David
said, our htc is but a “hmdbrcadrh"
(Ps. 39:5). W¢ arc here today and gone
tomdrrow

Death is our final appointment in
‘this life — then we simply no longer
exist. Nothing »physicd] survives. . We
arc gone.

But spirjit dpcs survive. bo our goal ’

has to be onc-of spintual survival.

What Spiritual
Survival Means
Look at it this way: Let's, suppose
you want to hgar music, so you com-
posc a song. Then you hire an orchestra
and a director. Fipally you record their
tendition by means of 2 tape recorder.
Afterward the orchestra disbands.

AN 0

Do ‘we really know what
He meant? Christ said, 'Go
ye and LEARN what that
meaneth’’ (Matt. 9:13).
KnoWwing can mean your

eternal life! )

,

v

vy
bysCharles’

The sheet music is dcstroyc:i. Evcry:
* thing physical that went into making
the beauuful sounds is goncy But a
perfect record of the whale: eﬂor( re- .
mains. recorded on tape. 1t* can be e
played in a tape player a¢ ‘any dme. -

‘In the same way. ‘the mel in mds_is

purpose  Combined - “with our

physical brain 1t enables

Matthew 7.21.23,

dom of heaven™ %
Clmein that day, Lu(d Lord . o
“think; 0" - will | Frutm ufito (hcm l ncver kncw,;‘_“ -

plan, to design. It gives §s some of the -

rect — us exactly according to the.
pattern of what wé will have become
in cthis lite
samc autudes, same character. And s °
the basic element of our whole being

which will survive our physical life is ==~

Our WHARACTER Only we will then be -

: compoacd wtally of spint.

So what 15 bang recorded 17 mur o
case’ Think betore you answer. Whit
ever 1t 15, 1t Rasetd be recogmized by
God as somethig He wants to surave
cternally — pr He will _'nut “replay,” tor
the purpose ot cternal preservapon the !
record that has been made. :

And here 15 where the problcnﬂucs
Some of us will tultill the mkcmnh
prophcxy of nonrcmgmnon tound 1n
where Christ m:d
“Not cvery pnc that spith unto e
Lord, Lotd, shall. cnrcr intp the kmgg

L and (hm ’

”

you

imagination and cven somé¢ of the de-- - - -

sites of God Himsclf. And it provxdcs'
God with a record of our attitudes, .

personality, - acquired knowledge, our
very charauser. — all that which makes
us us — after we dic; That which is
physical decays and dies, but the spirit
in man remains indestructible, eternal.

But why does God want a record?
The answer is that- God plans to
\replay,” reconstiture, rebuild — resur-

LN

Physual Works No( thc
Crncnon

Did you notie somc:hmg vcr)
frightening about thoac words” Chtist
was speaking of those who have sdenti
ficd Him and call Him Lord 2ivd M+
ter ke we de They know He-is the ),
Messiah™ But - Christ doca not- kifuw
them. He docs not recogpizc. them He
is looking fof somcthmg that He can:

— sam® basic personalicy .’

i-Many wxll sy (\).'_v e
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not find. Therefore He wilk rot ltphy

‘ther “record” for eternal life.

_We keep the Sabbath, we tithe, we
keep. the Holy Days, we may pass out

songbooks or give the opening or clos-
_ing prayer, or even be ordained as a
deacon or deaconness. We may feel
< that thesg activities prove we' are on
our way into the Kingdom., .

We may even be ordained‘into the
minustry of Jesus Christ, give sefmons,
anoint the sick and sce them’ healed,
and even cast out demons! Wouldn't
‘you say that doing these things would

be the obvious sign of 2 man of God,.

well on his way into God's Kingdom?
. But read what Christ said; “Many
will say to me in thar day, Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied ‘in thy name?
and in thy name have cast out demons?
and 1n thy name done many wonderful
works?" (verse 22.) *

Do you grasp that> They havc done

_all of those things that most of us
would regard as the final stamp of 4p-
proval trom God. They have done
. 8reat works — preached inspired ser-

mons, anointed the sick. and seen
people hicaled, and .cast out demons.

But didn’t the apostles heal the sick
and .cast ‘out demons - — before they
were cver begotten of God's Spirit?
Didn’t Judas also do all these things?
- Yes they did! And so did some of the
.other religious Jews of Christ’s. time
(Mate 12 27).

So what chance do you have? You're
a laymember of the Church. Perfiaps
you took the leadership training course
but you are sull not “used.” Have you
-failed? Maybc ~ but not because you
v@:‘ not ordained of put on the vis-
t

GOOD NEWS

“Notice thac all these are 'qﬁalitics

(attitudes) of mind — of d’mmcm_
And.it is these qualmcs that ‘arc' re-

quired in 4n eternal son of Geod.
A Commandmcm-chping’
o FPzilure! . .
;One young man came to Christ and

asked, just as we all do, “What shall 1
.do that I may inherit cternal hife>”

(Mark 10:17.) Notice that he.went to

the nght person, just as we do. Christ
gave him the same answer that we are
aware of *“Thou knowest the com-
mandments. " (ve 19)

The young mariftold Him that he
had obscrved and k
his youth Then Chnst loved
young man Hc wanted to help him.
But there was 2 problem, and Chnst
knew that something was wrong The
problem was not physical; it was only
expresscd pifysically, but it was a spur-
#4al problem This man had 2 mund
that .overed. So he was a command-
ment-keeping failure, just as were the

Israclites who tried to keep God's com:
- mandments in Moses' time '
God sad of the ancient Isradites:

those laws from -
this .

“Q .that there weresuch an bedrt in

* ¢hem, thar they would fear me,. and

keep all my commandmenis al* .

ways (Dcut. 5: 29)
words,-there was a spiritual inability —.
a spintual latk — that prevented them
from completely comprehending  the
spiritual meahing of the grear laws of
God. Rut beetheen, we should not have
that lack, we should have the Spirit of
God in our'minds. God's Jaws are spiri-

tual, and with His Spint we can truly

_keep those laws’in their ;pmnml intent. .

iuhg program If that were true, what

about the women in the Church wha
don't cven pass out songbooks or lead
in.opening and, closmg praycrs, and
whose main dutics are housckeeping?

Let’s understand somcthmg Yow
. Physical activisies are not what ensures
Your receiving eternal llfc m God's King-
. 7 )

ew 5:5-7. Jesus “said:

- Vthose“who hungcr and thml for righ-
tedusncss. . .. Bléssed .are the merci-
ful...” etc. : : .

N

¢ poor in spirit: for

. Blessed are

The Kind*of Mind m
Cultivate

- < «Nouce the important question asked -
“Whergwith shall 1

in Micah 6:6-7:
come: beforg the Lord, and bow mysclf
“'before the high God?..
Lord be pleased with. thotisands of

rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of

In -ocher- -

- like wmcthmg ‘you would put. your

. made .
“your cfforts are. physically 10 cons

;'~"my/xrmxton in SPZ(C and l(S JWCM)IHC

~

. Will the -

. S$piritiin-man

oil?" Is God going to be pleased with "~

bumt offerings {physical works)? Shall

we find dpproval from God with great

tithes and offerings? v
Now notice the startling answet in
verse 8. “He hath showed you, O man,

:what is good;" and what doth God

yogs God?”.

- physical about that> Of course not.,So

.my ‘throne, and the carth s “my toot.
- stool. wbcrc 1s the house that yc build’

contritc spirit, and tremblcth at my

)uly'&'pwmb:"f' l‘)‘?S .

require of vou; bur 1o do justly, wnd 1o,
love mery, and to- walk humbly mch’

Here is whar God wants: He wants
you to “love mercy.” Is there anything

be pursuing a merciful mind.

“Are you happy when somebody who
really deserves harsh punishment is* for-
given and does not have o pay the
penalty of his sins’ Arc you sure?.

What happens when somcbud) has
wronged yox> Do you secretly. hope
they will bc punished — that they wall’
have to pay the just recompense for.
slandering of harming you’> We m\m,.» =
come to have a merciful mind that’ just
loves 8 sec people forgiven and
-allowed' to mapc the deserved penaty
for their sins. For this is the mind of
Christ! This 1s the spm(uai and mentat
yardstick by-which we can measurc ind
examine our own mind in cvegy- acuon’

of our hvcs
\

The Greatness of God .
“Thus saith ‘the Lord, The hcavcri W

unto me> " (Isa. 66°1.) . -
In, effect, God is savmg,}'lhc \m-'.
expanse of the universe 1s all mine The -
carth, which 15%50 huge o you and
which you are limited, to me iy abuut

feet up on in'your own home Thu 1y
just a-part of my greatness. So what wn
you«-imasxbly do for.me> :

““For all those things hath my hand
" (verse 2) — look how, pun\“

parison to the tremendous vastaess of

unmeasureable powﬂ v

Can we do anything to tompare
with this> OF coursc not. Anything
physlul we would do in comparison
with. 'what God. has’ already doné is’
toeal fueility.

But God will still come to- know us,
frecognize us an_d ulnmncly usc our
“record,” because of one
thing. He'will look at (or “look 10'?) us )
if cach onc of us.is of 2 *poor and of a -

[God's} word” (verse 2). Christ said
that God ‘secks those who worship
Him in spirst and in truch (John 4:24).
’ Do you scc znythmg here abour

-
-
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"\Juiy.&pcmbuwn' : T
physlcal accomphshmcnts’
memal “capicity nor a lack of it not
. rage, nor sex, nor persongl poverty can
cxclude any.onc 6f us fram atwining .to
thosc things which. God is lookmg for.
A _poverty- _strickeg:’ ‘paraplegic”can still
possess 3 poorand_contrite ‘spirit, far

God is Iookmg for somcthmg spirifual.

spxntual.charictcr auribuce . must - be
r. daily,” ho;.uby hour goal in hfc

. Mosa Undcmtood

Moscs will be in ‘God's’ ngdom
“not because of whit he did physically; -
‘but because he * was pery . ek, aboveall
., - God. -
_1hc -earth” (Num 12:3). o
i aftér righteousness (Matt. 3:6)? With .
'dccp emotion Dawid smd Opcn thou
mmt tycs xhat I may bchold wondrous
T _thmga “out-of hy Taw” (Ps o: 18). .
Wh!{ Bcu\usc Davld realized. fuis safcty .

the men which were upon the face of

The mcck are’ &omg to rule the exrth

(Mm 3:3): Ase you pursuing a goal of -~

mcv:knc;; ‘Don T be dcccwcd Ie-i is not

Ncuhcr

=T

GOQB-. MWS

Mitthew 5 form the yardstick by-
which We. can measure - oursclvcs,m

‘God's eyes. It is not. :sufficient to put.. .
’tlus on mcmly @s 2 Sabbath facade; buc - -
it. musebe a continious;- gver-present o
80?( in cvery activity — whether it is in.

ouf tslmon.‘stup with” - Buf * cmpioycm,

“our wives or . husbands, our children or

- any other hnman being. -

this rypé ‘of mind il dc ca- L
pable ‘of - sxft:ly hand]mg the great

iipowr, God '

Would you want 4 jealous, énvious,

'_rtvcngcful type of person to rule over

you? Obywusly /8ot - Ncuhex docs

Do you mcntal.ly hxmgcr md thust

- ‘-""','was 4n tiu( Wandcrmg from‘ the com-

“tion from' z‘mnn bencath him in “rank.

 Everr with his vast cxpcncncd in gov: .. |
““efnmnent in P‘hmohs court_and with-
_the - tremendous’ powcr that. Gad- had-

dxsplaycd through him, when . his
- father-in-law.came to him and told him

‘ he -was wreng, Moscs listensd and

" learned '(Ex. 18:13- 27)

He did not take the accitide some of
" us'display when one younger than our-
“ugelves gives a sermon or sermonctte, or
as 4. suggcsuon Moses- was hot self-

' opmmnatcd or pufied up with his -

- gicat office, ,or with his age or with
“what he had accomphshcd s

Was Moses merciful? When Mxmm"

.was, struck with leprosy for criticizing

. Moses, he cricd out to God to heal her -
mszamly (Num. l2) Would-this have - -

© been ‘our attitude? -
Why' Davxd will Rulc

cekness, 3 broken and’ contmc_'-'"

ixit, and all-of the other actributes of

. o]dncss of. rhc letter™

s

law. But Christ called ther. hypocrites
bevause they missed the most impb“r-
tant part of the law. Christ said..“Woc
unto you, scnbcs ind 'Phansces hyBo i

- crites! for you' pﬁyknhe*or mint and "
" anise and cimmin, dnd have omiteed - ©
~the wc:gfmcr toatters of the law, judg: ", .~
R (Mau,_ .

ment, niercy, and ﬁmh
23:23).

"matters,” are good |udgmcnt (what-we -
might call balance today), mercy - and
, faich? Thesc are spiritual things . And’
" this i is why "thc lawis: spmtual" ( Rom K
S 7:14).

“*The Iaw hagh dOmmnon over a man

" as long as he tives™- (Rom 7:1), but as” -

 truc Christians “we should serve in the
" newness-of the spirit, and not in the
" (verse 6) -

" You miy not. seeal; ‘bt are yob en- |

vmus lcalous stubbom 6r :rvcngcfup PR -

PR (;)nc of ‘the bxggcv -prablems. we "
oo havedn the Cburch of God (()day isthe. - 7

brcaklng of the Jaw I)ffruhb But"God, J

’lDzvld who thm shal s,xy, Why havc',; 3
lc; him alom: and let

you' doné sa?"
him ‘¢urse; for the “Totd has bidden

“him It may be that the; Lord will look
on my affliction, and that the Lord will -
fepay’ me with- good ‘for this cursifig of
- e today” (11 Sam. 16: 10-12, RSV).
Would you reacf. that way. in smuhr e
" circumstances? ’

David wxll be.in. God’s family not
because of his military or other physical .
accoﬂiplxshmcms but because of his.

- great'spigua! strength mde mind that,‘
) God and. Christ will- rocogmzc Hc'

loved God's law and meditated on it —

‘until, by means of the Holy Sﬁmt he
caime, to. ndcmad the spmt of the’

law.

The Rest of the Stofy

-+ " What is the spirit.of the.law? The,
. Pharisccs wees very sisict kecpers of the

-says without faith ‘it -is impuirble to.y.. -~
‘pleasc ‘Him. .(ch" 6N ot ,
Can we begin -, o undcrs(and why[. .

_Davuf sad, “Gredt peage’ have they . -

whichove thy lawi and- hothmg shall

oﬂcnd theni™ (Ps. 119:163)2. Ot why
h 'sai¢ v"‘fhe work of ngh{consncss,

-, shall. be-peace; md e effcet of, righ-
tcousncsa qmcmcss and _as;urancc for- T

1 (Isa32:17)7 .
Bo(h David and I:mah undcrstood

: ~the' spmtunl purpose of the law. They.... N
had the” mmd of Christ! Do we? :

" The gn:atcst cxpmssxon .of the mind

- of God is mercy. It caused Christ to be ™ "

dlmg to dic for and ar the hands of
s¢ who deserved o die. In His most
Hortible momcnt - forsaken,
_ beyond mcognmon He said:: “*Father,
forngc them-. ;. (Luke’ 23:34).

: Fhe samé jcsus Christ was quoung» '

ftom Hosca 6:6 — an "0ld Testameni

prophet — when He'said: “Go'ye.and*”

- lcarn “what thac meanicerh, I will haw
“mercy, and not facrificc” — why? —
“for 1 am- not come to call the ngh'
téous,. but sinners to rcpcmancc
| (Mac. 9:13).

Have you " leamed whamt means to

have mcncy? . 0

B

. Dud you nouce. that rhc most impor- s
~tane aspccts ‘of the law! the “weighuer =

beaten



F.GOD js wiser than we, Hxs judg-

- mene mrust. «‘hﬂ‘cr from our own on
mgny :hmgs Wha( scems right to

.. us may be wrong to :God and vice
- ersa. We aie told by -Isaiah: “For my
thoughw’ e Aot your’ thoughts, nei-

- sther age' Yur ways my ways, gith the .

] Lord" “(Isa; 95:8). Thercfore, it should

comic as no surpnsc that the manner in-

which Gad expresses His love is not
’always what we might cxpcc( I

"A Grandfzthcr — OAa Fatbcr’

: Humanly speaking, we ¥ad to wish
; for 2 God whe is 2 kindly{grandfathes
_ qather than a father. We would like to
_ believe that God: is morc of 2 “sentle

benevolence,” as C. S. Lewis expressed

it, who is concerned only that we all
have 2 “good time” here below. We
would like God o express His love for
us by ‘merely cxrcndmg kindness (by
* which we really meanyindulgence) as
opposed to outgoing concern and -in-
volvement. Carnal man would ' jike

. - God to keep him' out of painful°situ- -
ations and to bless him with * goodlcs" )

‘and spiritual bon-bons. Human inclina-
tion tends to resist too much direct
involvement on the part of God.

" A plaque in a gift shop reads, “God

_is not dead — He just docsn} want to

gct involved.” This is a shallow slogan

reflecting a tragic mlsundcrs ndmg of
God'’s nature "~ 1ty
humanity. Yer when we look around at
the world, how much of God's direct

. inyolvement do we actually recognize?

We do sec endless suffering and pain,
. Wc scc injustice of cvery type. Buc
where is God in all of this?

most of °

d’s ove

If Goé !ruly Ioves Hls spmf—begomn ch:ldron, why does He
- sometimes permit suffering aund’pain? Perhaps we have failed to -
undoruand ,usi HOW God oxpusm His divine love, - .

B by Brian Knowlos

Wli‘o Has Re;cctcd Whom?
Thc prablem, of course, is not that

""God does not want to “get involved.”
P4

" Rather, it is that man docs not want

. God to be involved unlcss it is on

man's’ terms  +
Historically, “when ‘God  thundered
tQ the children of Isracl from Mount
" Sinai, the people -shrank back in fear.
This wag no kindly, senile grandfather!
Rather, the powertul rock-shattering
voice of the living-God. penetrated®to
the depth of their consciousness! Here
was, power! Too much power for puny -
men to copg with, “Let thgman Moses*
speak on behalf “of ‘God,’
pleaded. They, ‘wanted 1o deal with-
somcone who was vulnerahlé — flesh

and blgg@ like themselves God's dzmt ’

-involvement was too much for thcm to
. handle”

Later, when the children of lsmd
asked tie Prophict Samuel, to armnge.
for them (o0 have a human kmg like all;
the surrougding Genuile nations, ‘God
clcarly framed the ‘real’ problem. He
said: - they have not rejeceed .thee
[Samucl] but sbey have reyectéd me, that

- I should not tctgn over (h?l” (I Sam, h
. 87). .

And humamry has been - rc;cctmg
God cver since. It is man wha does not
want to get involved with his‘Creator!
Isaiah was inspired to writc: “And sherr
is none that calleth upon thy name, that .
stirveth wp bimself, “ta_ take bold of
thoe..” (I, 64:7).
God’s Love , .,

« To extend His love towatd' His cre.

adon, it was nccessary for God 0 make

fhc people !

the first rﬁovc We are roid bv the =

. Apostle John that Christ-said: *No man

can cotie to me, except the Father which
hath sent me draw Rim.. " ~(John
6:44). ‘

It just isn’t in us to automaucally
lové our Creator. God must_fifst cx-
press His love toward us before we'arc -
able to reciprocate. We are” told in-
Scnpturc that “God. is love” (1 John

4:8). He pcrsomﬁcs it. He is thc ulu o

mate sourcé of all ‘love.
John-further states, “Herein is |uvc

,nal tlml we fawd Cod but thut be Joed |
(1 John 4:10). Man doces not by :

nature love God In fau we afe ine
S(ructcd that the natural humain -mind

"is animosity and énmity toward ‘God!
“(Rom. 8:7.) How theén does. 2 humdn'
being ever come o love Godz jJohn. - :
answers: “We love him, bmw;w he /m[ R
- loved us™ (1 John 4:19).: B

But how is thc love of God cx~‘

pressed? And how may it be recondiled B
with the suffering and pain we spme. - ‘

times arc allowed 1o endure?
. God, in His revealed Word, makes
Scveral. analogics which help. throw
ltght on chis problem, "

The .tnm and His Creation

Perhaps the least profound example
which may be used to illustrate God's
love for his human’ creation is the love
“ of the artist for the artifact.

_Jeremiah -used an illustranon: from

the arts in chapter 8, verse 6 - O

housc of Isracl, cannot I do with you as
this potter? saith the Lord. Behold, as
the clay is in the potter’s hand, so arc
ye in my hand, O housc of Isracl” .
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Havc you cvcr ,sccn a landscapc or
. “portrait-artist lovingly labor over a
painting? He plans ic,.dfaws it in with
loving care, and “applics’ the pxgmcnt
with-careful diligence. Each stroke is
_significanc  All the: “elements” are -
“painstakingly  weighed against cach .

.- othef. Color, value, huc light and
-, spade, intensity -and chroma arc all eval-
i uated and- considered. The artist exules’ -
. ini'the rcndcnng and rejoices if the
. 'chul( is what he $Ct Out Lo achieve..

A sculptor miay sct put to sculpt. a
magtuhrem magble picce. He'gaes tor
" great ledgths o sclect the marcrial with |

~which to work, | He may oversee - the..

-, quarmng of & firié magble ‘monolith.
"He, cxaminés it closcly for quahty and’

“pucriy He fakes sure it is-carcfully, .

pmmtcd’ 25 111 sh;ppcd to-his studjo.

. Therg " he:begins ‘work by. careful’; plm
: ing shd. measuring! Ezch'strokc of the * x
: hamm?r;'xs uutquly; ' .

. ‘rfqu-work \m)n rhc pxtcc bcglns to
e mcrgc The more it; looks- Tike - whnt '
s mc 3<_ulpu)r cnvm()ncd ~the - mmc h‘

dchghu s work T

.. GOOD NEWS

inyolved fn a great dork of are. He is

.the Master Architect, and-Builder who
is -producing g‘rcat _spiritual  house.

Peter used this analogy in I'Petet 2:5.-

HYe also, as lively’ [lxvms] ‘stofics; are
built up.d spirirual house . zcccptablc
t0.God by Jcsus Christ.” Paul also used
shis analagy: “But Christ as 2'sori dver

“his own hoyse; whose, bouse an ue

. [Cpristians) . >." (Hcb. 3:6)..

3od is also 4 Master Pogter who will,
not be satisticd with the chy -undil. it

has achicved ,a certain’‘charicter. (See
“Lcssqns from ..

Scp( -Oct- 1970 GOOD NEWS.)

- The. Master Poceer,”

Of course, any artist gr artisan-has to -

mampuhtc (hc ma(cnals with which
“he. works. H¢é does s 50 with lovmg care

and devotion. He pays attention 10 de-.

“'wil. He. plans, he tests, lie_probes.. He .

‘ N works wu.h the ena’pmduct in mind. So:'-

ft is with *the” gieat Agtist ‘of the uni*’

" verse. He iovmgly works with matiand. ~
- *hr& envifohment tosproduce 3 ‘gloious .

pt’oducr r}m wdi ch :both, ‘Himselt

and th pwdu(t u‘nmcnso smstamoh-

N ¢

brought to glo'y —a condmon of spir-
itual perfection and maturity. This in

" turn.will ‘glorify ‘the Creator mesclf
And all of this expresses God's great .

love for His human ,crca_tlon‘

The Shcpbcrd and the Sheep
" A second analogy of God-and His

* people is that of the shepherd and the -

slmp Asaph spoke of humanity a§°
.thy people arid shecp of .thy pas-
” (Ps. 79:13). This type is used

ture ,

.thmughour the Bible. Jesus is spoken:

of as the “good Shepherd.”
- This.analogy is somewhat more so:

~somie mhcr important pomrs Mah is
rqsponsxvc and_intclligent yetadoced: .

"phisticatéd than the previous one. The .
. iclationship of a'shepherd to his sheep.
— a.man to. his. bcast — illustrates .

«edly inferior to God as is the sheep to -

“the shepherd. Yet even 3 human shep-
hcrd far ;beﬁc the intellectual plmc of .
"his* sheep, is dccply congegned with -

.. their ‘welfagre. He .wll ﬁght off béars,

wolvcs and Gther carnivores who' at. -,

. tcmpt fo. tob hind of his shcr:p He will
. comfort them when >they. are tnght.
'.'cncd ‘He sees thae, (hcy haw:‘ adcquargr

pastu:c and watér, "The good shepherd.
goq Y great lcrigths w scc chac his
shccp are. well” taken gax’c of.

- love him!-But.in addition, his training
alw makes the animal better able to
serve him, not that be may scrve i

Man does. not extend himself o the -

same -degree to train a roach or 4 rat.
The man takes pains with 2 dog — ora

horse — because they are 'high on the

mtclhigence scale of irrational creatures.

A rat or a roach would hardly be wor-
. thy ot such time and concern. A dog is

more naturally lovable. And the man
works at making it fally lovable —
least as much-as_is fitting between a
human being and a brute beast.

No ridiculous anthrapomorphic
analogy should’ be made of this, of

course This is a limited analogy. But’

nevertheless God dows make .. And we
may leam from-it.

God takes such pains to e)tprcss His'
love to man because man alone is wor-

"thy-of such concemn. He is the axx of

God's creation. God is faturally able o

Think of a man and Hus dog. Why
«docs 2 map train his dog? Primadly -
' .rhar he.may leve. it, not that it ‘may
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love man quite readily — and yer He

strives to make man fully lovable!
Now ask -yourself this question.
Could a dog who was being house
trained- or corrected for some social
indiscretion possibly conclude that its

mastcr _ was “good”? (I~ speik face.”

tiously of course, since. 2 dog is in-
capable’df such rationality.) Even so we

sometimes il to see the goodness of
our Master, Bis purpose and methods.
Husband/Wife

We may now proceed up the mera-
phorical ladder. God further explains

« His love to man by the analogy of she

marriage . re/atwmblp This very ¢x--

. pressive analogy 'is frequently used in

the Bible to depict yet another aspect
of God's divine love for hymanity.
.-Physical Isracl was dcprctcd as an

_abaqdoncd baby.girl. left to the mercy
Gogd- found: her,”
. ‘clcancd et up, reated ber and c'spouscd
© o her (Ezck. 16). But. when' she’ teached -
©the full. flower. of, her, Beauty shc bc

_trayed hier divine hustand. 7

of :the clements.

“This was- spiritual adultcry -
.The same kind of spirittal marnagc

rcianons}np is also 'used to -illpstrase ;

'Ci;nsrs rtlauonshlp to :pmmal fsrael
«~ the Churchi, *Husbands, love your -

"« wives, even as- Christ also. Jloved the .
- church, and, gavc hxmsclf for i it; (hat he

. might szmufy — SCTUapart or scparate -
4 and cleanse it with the washing of = " nal authority scood on 2 much higher

water by the word, “that -he . might
present it go himself a glorious' church,

GOOD NEWS

‘When God purges us-of spin'tual.’ b _
chastcncrh and. scourgeth ‘cvery sone -

blemishes by whatever mcans He may

choose to use, we all too often inter- .
pret His correction as undeserved sufs -

fering. Did Job take if kindly when

" God showed His love to him by allow-,

ing him rto suffer so mtcnsdy? Not at_

.all. Job writhed in self-piry, He claimed™

undeserved suffering. He argued with -
God and even accused Him' Buc fi-”

" nally he saw what God was doing and
his rcnpmcal love to God grew even
- greater and deeper: His latter end was

greater than the beginning.

‘Christ is 2 loving, concerned ‘hus- v
. band. He'wants a wife who- is spiritu-
: »ally healthy, morally clean and dccplz

affectionate toward Him. He will bave -

" such a wife by | CLEANSING her. in .ad-

vance of His-’ marmgc (Rev p19)
- Whale this clcammg smay bc pamfyl
.much like “grandma’s lye- soay*y

now, it will be much gpprcuarcdv h(cr .
whcn _]csus comes in His ngdom'

Thc thhcr/Son Amlogy
Pcrhaps the grcucsr and }mo,st

protound analogy-uséd by God'ta illus- . - ©
. traté His great love for mankisd i Jis the. <

father/son analogy, - This tcﬂttts thee

- very rclauonshxp bgﬁvocn God and

Chrm
When  this - amlog) was . ongma]ly

made and recorded as scriptuge, Pattr L

planc than it docs today, Today :the
image -of paternal authority is some-

not having*spot, ‘or, wrinkle, " or any ,\j.wha: tarnished. But in biblical times it

“such thing; but that it should be holy -

and without blemish” (Eph. 5:25-27).

# Now think about this. When a man
enters into:a love relationship. with a
woman, do¢s he cease to care about her

" Brauty, her appearance and cleanliness?

Of course he doesn’t! He becomes more

acutely conccmcd with' such.. things.
" Love is morc sensitive than hateed to

cvery blemish, every line or wrinkle in
one’s beloved. Hatred ' is disinteresied,
but. love is extremely interested and

" highly involved. ‘Love pays attention,

-but- hatred ignores. }
" God, 1o, is-highly concemed wich .
- every spiritual ;wrinkle or blemish 2

member of His Church may have. His
concern and love may be expressed in 2

- way that we do not recognize as lovc

howcvtt

0

a4

_meant, ‘Fuch more.
. In this analogy — love between
fathcr and son — paternal love is essen-

nally amthoritative and the son’s love is

tha; of obedience:

"A son is a reflection of the father.
Nammlly the father wishes that reflec.
tion .to be favorable. He wishes the son -
to be honorable — o glorify rather

than bcsmuch the famdy name. The -

fathér tiscs his authority (if done cor-
rectly) to make the son into. what the

father in” his superior wisdom rcalwcs

he should be. - .=

God chastens and corrects Hxs chll
dren in like: manner, to stxtngthcn
their quahry of chmctcr This chasten-
ing is an expression of divine love. If

God neglected to do this we could'not

consider dutsclves His children.
R . .

- g B v
bl

“Ff)r- whom the Lord /owlb hc

whom he receiveth. If ye endure chas..

*tening, God dealeth with you.as with -

sons; for what son is"he whom the .

father chastencth not? Bur if ye be
without chastisement, whercof all arc

sons” (Heb. 12:6-8).

-, Of course we do not rejoice in cor-,

rection at the time we are receiving it!

It is not until Yaser that we reihize the
: good fruic of it. Then we are able to:
appreciate the love which was extended -

our way when. the punishment was me-

- ted out (Heb. 12: 11).
<,» Why We ‘Were Created %

Was.man’ created so that he could
love God? Quite the contrary!

_ partakers, then are ye bastards, Vand not

"Man was pemarily created 'so hag

* Go?fcould take pleasurc’in and capréss
.. love toward him. “Thou art'worthy, O.
Lord, to reccive glory and honor and

power: for thou hast.created all rhmgs.

and for'thy plmmn tbe)r are and wur'»

created” (Rev. 4:11).

mian., Nor does man exist cxglusxvch'

“'for hls)mm snkc He exists as an ob)cu

of God's Outgomg fove!

"As.a great Master Artisan or Crafés.

God docs. not exisg for rhc sake of -

'mm, :God “rakes “pains to ensurc that’

"His' produat is ‘'of the finest posyble
quality and beaury, God expresses His

" love to His sheep by protecting, feed-t
ing and caring for thcm as a concerned,
shepherd. As a.loving husband strivies .

to-cnhance his wife’s beauty and &omc .

blemishes ahd moral uncleanness. And-

as a kind, concerned, yet ﬁr'mlyezu(l'\or»
itative Father, God chastens and cor-
reces His spintual childeen.

.. All'of these biblical analogics can §
“aid us in comprchcndmg the lovg ot
- God for His human creation. But nonc

of them ‘is truly adequate 10 convey a
_really profound understanding ot
God’s love.

~ Humanly wg are limited. We sce as
if through 2 darkened glass. The wholc

" of God's tremendous love is much
© greater than we can understand. But

we can indeed be grateful God is not -
" limited, and that neither is His bound

less love and.concern for His human
creation — gspecially His spiritually be.
gotren chxldxen o o

0 g

g

JulyScpeember 1973 .

i
i

“liness, so God pusges the Church ot B




- smeyhat 1 am never allowed Jo make my

¥

T a

e mon in Ephesians @4 “Fathers, do

‘E;;;he:s_iqn's" 4:6 and Cbios;
'sidns -3:21 tell us not to

provﬁko’our children to .’

~..wrath. “Yet, perhaps with- -
out reahzmg it, many par-
“ents dre. domg just - that.
Check. ‘up on .yourself and
see what you'can do to im-
prove your relationship
wifh the children God. has .
= . given yow\ .

by Arch Bradiey
' ond Gil Goothola

5.

$H1s Is -what ‘2 teen- agc daughtcru .
_ of parents in " God's - Church,

© with rears: rolling down hcr

. ¢hecks, recently told her local minister. © *°

1 wapeto please my parents, bue T
.can never please my dad no matser how
hard I work - he always #pects mote.
" 1 try, but 1 can’t get all the work done.
T want to wlk to him but he doesn’t
* have the time -to listen. N
© “Whep dad comes home from work
we don’ ( &t love, we get ‘chéwed out.”
nghr away, I am in trouble.

“lam never allowed any mistakes. I
must bend to evgry demand no mateer

~own decisions, N

_ % “Dad always .thinks I am gomg to
do sorncthmg' wrong, almost to the
pom: where [ fccl 1 mlght aswell.”

’ oA Typrcal Bxamplc?

ﬂuw mi:@'*‘of ‘ﬁﬁi rest Qf us att ¥
bcmg 100 hard’tind’ toq unbending

. in dcalm‘g withi-our tcén-agers? Paul -
_ciftioned this as an gll-cod-likely situ-

* how not o provoke your teen-agers

.
.

_ not irritate and provoke your children

to-anger —-do not exasperate them to
fesentment — but rear them [tendérly]
in"'the -training and discipline and the

~ counsel and admonmon of thc Lord”
. (The Amplified Bible).

This common parental tendendy has
alienated all oo many of our sons and
daughtérs from family and: from the

. Church. We've “turned them off,” and
many. teen-agers have simply. turned -

" their backs on the Church, reasoning

,that “If that's- what Christianity is,
*" they can’have it!” The result: we. have
. presented a stumblingblock to- many”

- others who yet faithfully ateend. -

© Let’s takc a candid look, then ﬁnd a:

" realistic solution -to the problcm, .

Why ‘Parents Are Strict

: F;rst le’s realize and sdmit that pax? ;
‘ents ate no! dchbciatc{y trying to drive
their children awdy from the Church,

not mtcntxonally makmg ‘life unbear-

able for them. And teen-agers néed to -

cealize chis —. that, parents really do -

dcsxrc thc best for cheir chlldmn RS

& And ‘parents Want to prevent AT o

" costs "thiig sofis and daughters” from
- If T go someplacé and don't call mz&; o

king the same mmakcs, and suffer-

mg the same resultinig: pcnalncs that |

they have. lnvcd through. -~
“Parents — 1sn "t true thax you want

" desperately to” prosect your | teen-agers
from having to learh from the ‘,‘schdof'...

of hard knocks”? Don’t you want them

"~ ta have a better life than you had, to
steer the shortest and - ‘straightest course
fa success and happmcss} You desire, as -

Christ put it, *That- they might have
lifeprand that (hcy might have it-morc
abundamly" (John 16:10).

- But in eur zeal 10 accomplxsh this, -
we often bccomc overly strict and un- -
: comptomxsmg about rchnvcly unim-

?

ETS

.:;" o

"

portant’matters. To our teen: :agers, we
appear unreasonable, unthougheful, un-

reachable, unsympathetic and dxcmo#_

rial. .-

When does a teen-ager bccomc an.'_

- adult? At what age? The father ofa 21-
year-old man recently related how he
woke up one day and had to face the
fact that his $littlc boy” had become a

*. man. Yet, in the_father's mind his son

was still his boy, which points up the

fact that duripg ‘thosc teen-age years we
_parents often fail to recognize the de- .

velopment thae i takmg place and con-

»tinue to. freas 0ur teen-agers purcly as ..
- children.:

. Actually, cerrific changes ¥ occur-
ﬁng gradually throughout their teen-
“‘age years. Bue if is hard — somectimes

. even: traumatic - for us to realize that -
our children’ are growing up. And we

often’ umhmkmgly deal with them to-
tally as children when in face they are

alrcady well into the process of marun’

- ing and undcrgmng the eransformation

* from little boy o gnrl (0 young man or

WOman

- But though you may still ‘think of
your sixtcen-year-old ds your “litele
.boy,” it is* not. realistic to expect to
dominate him as you did-when he was

"~ ten. Because he' is mot 2 cen- yeir-old

-anymore. Granted, he docs not’ yet

+ hiave “the. mind of a- thll’ty fifty- or L

~ snxty year-old — but he' not supposéd

"to have. He. would be abnormal if he ” .

- did!
" The sixteen-year-old ftalxzcs his in-

‘teitsts, meneal abilitiey, eémotions, etc.,
have deyeloped greatly since he was teh

" years old. He knows he js far alo‘g the

’ road toward adulthood. So if he is ‘

" treqred like 2 small child, he resenes. ic”
and a “3cnmtnon gap” can bcgm to

dcvelop ‘-

o
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Tcen-agcrs Deserve
Obvzously.' a comp,!\crc cessation of
parental supervision is not the answer.
Your teen-age sons or daughtcrs are,
“not our from under your supervision
_ while at Home, and they should rcspcd;
. your authonry“ But you also must mix -

. *with your supervision a great deal of

K ,:espcct for them, as befits individuals

3

I cirfcumstancgs, through' opposition to+

" wher are’ no longer litele children.
They aren’t peifect yet, and don’t.

~¢laim to be, so don’t try 0" demand.-.
perfection, of them. Think instéad of
-howGpd deals with His spiritual sons.
_-He gives us time to grow toward" per-
fectivn. He. is extremely patiest*wich
us, ovcrlookmg mg forgividg multi-
tudes .of - shortcommgs and mistakes
Racher than rom}ndmg us of cach and
“every lictle err6r we make, Hé simply

- overlooks and forgcts many of them,s

encouraging us to “stay in thcrc‘aa'd'
keep’ pluggmg e w

Noucc Psalm 78:37-39, whlch et

latcs God's grci‘t p:mcncc with ancient
Isracl: “*For theif heart was not right
with him, ncither were they stedfast in
his covenant. " But he, being full of -
compassion, forgave their iniquity, and.

_destroyed’ them not: yea, many a timg': -

- tumcd he his anger away; and did not

“$tir up” all his wrath. For he rcmcm'

GOOD NEWS

" school affairs and hence cannot “be-

“Jong.” v

Let's face it. If you don’t attcnd
schoal dances and athletic events,’
which so frequently occur on the Sab—
bath, if you keep the annual Holy
Days “don’t dabble in dope, do refuse

premarital scx, rarely date anyone at

school and don‘t mirror the permissive

- attitude roward c’vcrythmg n gcneml

it is hardl . ;
Most of our teen zgcrs are never-

. theless doing an admirable job. Some
of us might not do'as well as they if we
were subjected to the same pressures.

So ler’s give them' the backmg, pa-

tience, apptccmuon and gespéct which
The Apostle .
John showed His respect {8t young men
who had" “overcome the wnckcd one” -
(1 )ohn 2:13). Levs pay the same re-

- Spect [0 our teen-agers who daily resist.

they so” greatly deserve.:

Satan’s mﬂucncc on and d‘m)ugh thls
socxcty ' o

Lnstcn to Your Tcm agcn ’
Rcmcmbcr the ~quote -introducing

\thxs article? “] want ‘to tatk bug my
- dad docsnt ‘have txmc to listen. "‘-1‘_.

" You need to ‘tﬂcc time with your sons
" and dzughccrs Lisien 10 their ideis;
opinions, evaluations. of situations and -
probiems. Has God piricntly and ac-
tentively listened 1o your prayers? Cer-

bered that they were,but flesh; a wind,.® fainly He has. Even when some of your

that passcth away: a}\d comcth not
again” -
Let’s play thzt past back agaigi! “For

. be remiembered- tbat they “were bug flesh,”

God i is realistic — He kndws you and I

have not attined do myﬂlxng near His-.'

lcvcl of perfection, He* rcahzcs . pet-
fection is a process and rospects Gur ef-
forts toward it
tccn4&§m likewise — with rcspcct and

’ ) ,(; grcat patlchC not cxpcﬂmg ybla’”

) pctfctuox) 4n all pomts of life.

Let's "deal- with Gur

~1~cqucsts may have-beén unjustified arid

off basc,” Hc has continued to respect
“ind hear you.

~ But here is the chict cause for the ..
- -SQmmunication gap that so often exists ;

“.beeween parents and children. Many
‘parents complain that their sons and

daughxcm dp not ulk to them or let”
“them know what’s on their minds. Ac- -

sually” the problem often is ‘that the
parents will not listen — md the teen-
agers kfiow it

Here are two basic pomts of cour--

In many casés our teen-agers arc ex- # tesy in listening. 1) Don't mtcrrupt

periencing. more problems and trying

their belicfs at school, than we arc ar

homc or onthe job, And in ost cascs:

d(;mfg a trcmcndous job of snckxng to

" their . guns. T here are few desires or

- pull$ greater than she desire to “fir in” -

yout tcen-agers when they are . ex-
pressing themselves to you, rcgardless

- of how you fecl about- what is being -

discussed. Rcmcmbcr the proverb: “He
_that mswcmh 2 mateer before hc hear-
_eth it, it is folly and shamg unto him”
(Prov 18 13) 2) When your teen:

ot be llkc the ¢rowd.” Yet often: qur~  agers ar¢” cxplzming somicthing - ¢

Jteen- agqs cmnor fuﬂy-r pamcnﬁatc in

By PR
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judgment or decision until they have

« had their say, In other words, listen’

with-an gpen*mind. Give them the same
courtesy in this regard that you would
or should show friends or individuals
where you work. Doing otherwise can
contribute toward “provoking them to

anger” which God warns against. .

Let Them Make Decisions =
. The purpose of child rearing is not
to build robots who mstmcnvcly obey
on command, but ta teach budding
young free moral agents — potendal
God beings — how to make wise deci:

- sios,

We do not mean to say that parents
-should allow 'their sons and daughters
to make alf dccxsxons directing their
lives mthout any attention whatsoever
ﬁrom mither and dad. But there’is a
right'Balance. “I am never aligwed any
mistakes,” said the girl we quotcd car-
ige. “I.must bend to every demand no.
. ‘matier what. I.am never allowed’ o
~ make my own dccxsnons Dad always

thinks. I am' going 1o do snicthing.

. wmng, almost to the pomt whcrc i fcci ' L

L mighic as well ™’

"+ -~ God allowed thc lsraelltcs of old' to
‘make their own. dccmons — even’

-when they were wrong ones! He knew

(ha( they could not learn any other

“way. When Samuel had grown old and

Istacl wanted 2 physical king to rile

over them, God allowed them' to-mike -

a decision even though Hc knrw ir was a.
bad onc. . - )
- *Give ‘us 7 king like all the Bcher
nations - hive,’ they pleaded. Samucl

- was *terribly’ upsét and went r.o God .
- for advice. *Do ‘as they say, God'
rcphcd ‘for I am the one. chey arc.
tc)cctmg, aot’ you — rthey don t want
me to°be their king any longer. Ever
since’ | brought them from Egypt they
have, continually forsaken me and fol-’
lo&cd other gods. And now they arc -
giving you the sime treatment. Do as

.. they ask, but warit them about whar it
-will be like to have a king!" " (1 Sam
8:5-9, The Living Bible).

_ Samiuel ‘informed the prople of the
consequences of their decision (verses
.10-18). Hc told them it would mecan
many disadvantages and would lead to
many problems from which God
would ‘not deliver them.

,
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But the people refused to listen o

Samuel'® warning. ‘Even so, we still
want a king,' they saief, *for we want to
be like the nations around us. He will

Samuel told God what the pcoplc
had said, and God rcpllca again,
‘“Then do as théy say and give them a
king' " (verses 19-22). ’
Notice how God handled the situ-

. govern us and lead us to batde:’ So -

ation overall. In spitc of God’s warn- |

ings, the nation of Isracl was-convinced

that it needed a physical kjng. That

was their deasion. And God horored .

it. He entreated them as a father does a

child, and warned them of the dangers -
of their decision. When Isracel accepted

those dangers and stuck with her deci-
sion, God then honored that decision,
We can usc this same approach,
using wisdom of course. We c¢an’ and
should give our teen-agers parcntal ad-

vice and counsel, but leaving some de-

asions to them.

"On the other hand, you -cér(ainfy-'

wouldn't allow your teen-ager to de-
¢ide af he or she s going to have an all-
day party an your house on the Sab-
bath” You are resgonsible before God
for what goes on in your houscion the
Sabbath This is a decision for you to
makc not your children.”

3 Do Things Together

Young people want to be active, to
expenence and learn new things — and
nghtly so. There are plenty of good
things tor them to cxpcricncc And a
wise parent will piech in and parrici-
pate. with his children in many.of these

acuvities and intereses. It is xmpor{ant

to tind (ommon interests with' your

_teen-agers and pursuc them logesher!
For insaance, it.yopr children like the

outdoors, you might want to take up

/dﬂh/) aftair
unk back on your own childhood.
Som¢ ot the tondest memories are sure

and With your parents. The same will

. to be those of downg things as a family

be truc of your children when they are

your age So butld fond memaogjes into
your children’s lives now. ild the
rapport and tnendship betwedn parents
and teen-agers that God intends, and
which will serve them wcll for all cheir
life to come. -

backpacking with ‘them and make it 2 n

N 4
,._”la;ttcr than that!
“wonder if it was worth it™"

" GOOD NEWS

Expect the Best -

One of the greatest ways that.we can
help our young people is 1o lock at
what they can do, at their virtues, their
accomplishments, mstcaq/ of mistakes or
short\,ommgs Be passtive with your
“children! Expect thc best of them,
not the worst.

And compliment thcm qn their

: nght decisions, actions and jobs well

done.
o ‘Nothmg kxlls confidence faster,

‘sald -Yale’s outstanding’ swimming

coach Bob Kiphuth, ‘than always keep-
ing the pressure on. If you work your
heart out at the high jump and finally
«clear the bar at six feet, you deserve
"appreciation.” Buc.if the coach comes
.over and says, ‘Come on, you can do

Warren Wotson — .A)nbauadgr thado
Communication and mutual under-
standing are vital keys.to a
harmonious relationship between

' parents and their teen-agé
+ “children.

N

o T

you arc going te

Supervisor Should Know About Employee
Relations, The Darinell Corporation).

Use this prinaple in your own child
‘rearing. A teen ager will respond a”
~whole lar. faster o positive encour-
agemicpt than nagging criugism. Hr:nc
1s anoxhcr cxzmplc

“A young uﬂ;{cx was given an im-

portant amgnmcm He faled miscra- .

bly. To everyone’s surprisc, the colonel

.

“Rnliykcsi ‘ .
now you appreciate their cfforts ‘to

(What a.

~

21

bgavc him &nothcr'joi), equally dan-
gerous, cqually imporeant. This tie he

-~ came through so heroically’ thac he was

awarded a decoration.

“When a friend tried to congratu-
late him, the young officer cried out:
‘But what else could I do? I failed my..,

.commander and he went on trusting

me!”” (ibid). .

“If you love somecope you will be
loyal to him no matter what the cost,
You will always believe in him, always,
cxpect the best of him, and always’
stand your ground in defending hifm”
(1 Cor. 13:7, The Living Bible). You do .
love your teen-agers. So show it! -

Sure, teen-Bgers are going to make

But we «// do. Let them

’ . ’ .

avbilznd .overcome them. As the 'old

song goes, “Accentudte the positive.”
In conclusion, here is morhcr scrip-
ture very much like the one with

- which we started="*FatHers, do not. .pro-

; ‘ayokc or irritate.of fret your children —
4o not be ‘hatd an_ them or harass

" them; lest they bcwmc discouraged

and-sullen and morosc and feel inferior
and frustrated, do 'not " break their

spirit” (Col 321, Ampl;ﬁed B;blc)

The stakes are high! gf year from
now, will your teen-agers be attending

“services agidigrowing i God's truth?”

Or — will they have become négative,’
disillusioned and s0ur, toward *God's
Churth? What you do will llrgcly de-

" lermine” whuh tlagy do! 0

‘
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If you ure like mos' people,

chances are you have spent

more hours playing the

high-finance and real-es-
. tate game of Monopoly
than you have in seriously
analyzing your own REAL-
LIFE financial situation.
Here's a good way to check

.y

7

“Eilworth

E by l;ol;or? D

-fure — pcr}ups exen winning — while

-',“'_'hthccr own’ personial financial -ships are
: mpldlv mnklng Unfqrtung;ch
“ning at Monppoﬁv 1s. small com’yhnon'x

Wine

" for Josing -the fhore serious- gﬂmq, of.
pcnonxl financial managemene! -

“Thas atticle 4s ainged at Eclpmg zou

* spend some protmb’lc time cxammmg

your pérsonil ! monopory =" your

home. -your. {amlly and’ vo\u vcn real-

financial® picturg, Your “empire . Be:
< tause in the Wue-to-hife game of mo--

: nop\)ly we pl.ly évery day thé-guakes arc
" much higher — and. wy’\ QF losc ‘the

game s “for kee s,

Best of all. the m:l,gzme 1f played 3

properiy. can be* muxh mOIe cxating
and challenging 1f you're Careful, dili-

- gent, and tollow.all tﬁ&?ulcs yo‘u can't
hclp but wint .

L
“Are You Fncauy Fie?

1Q ASSISt you in winhing this game,

we have provided on theé following

~ page 2 personal uork gheet for your own

" finanial self-analysis. Like the Annual

.Statement.of a corporation, it is de-
" signed to measure yous financial sound-

up on ybur financial picture-

"NAMAZING how fiany” pmplc an
spcnd endless houf$ enjovirig the
" ¥heill of vicanous ﬁmn(ul adveri -

ness Thlnk ot 1t as 2
_ chcckup or~ g ‘fiscal physical ~
“out Find out’ whete you stand

. Only by reahistially cvzlumng, your
present finanaal picture ¢an vou ever

Fitl it

hope to improve vour fiture one So -

Pan I of this fmm 1 dc'ugncd o help
vou sce' where you stand on a mnmhl\'
basis It compares monthh r\pmm
with monthly income. \gr;‘vrmngl\_
many people don't know whether they
are getung turther ihead o “farther
betind as the moths go by "Part It of
the form will give vou a proture (),f
your aer worth “Like the balance sheet
of a orfpre hnanual stat:mcnt it

!ai liabalities 0 .

As Bcn i'ranklm put i, "A small

leak -in mx]( 4 great slnp "But by
pumng wu? tnancessdown 1o black -

and white, gop will bc' able to. cﬁm:

nare &mwork and be ablc to loca:c
* for=morc praﬁhblc usc that “extra,
,. whererdid it gob money . fou never
T scem able o actouptifor T -

. ‘Accurate knowl cdgc’ of where your
% oney 1s gong. and 2 seghsuc piceure

-~ ot your net’ worth. 15 2 yieal step to

~wfinanaal secpniey. Then you aan stop

Dnnacmrv spending and waste, and-~

v

"\Bnbliul Pringi plc o

C We it mstruucd in chc book of

‘ ‘Prow:rbs
* the state of thy flocks, and_jook’ well to
thy herds” (Prov 27:23) It is this kifid
of 4 disciplined and knbwledgeable con-

" ager p( yous mondy

.*":

trol of our financial situations that can ™

makq the difference. between 'zﬁva)s
“just getting by md,auuzlly ahining
“the financial goals we have set tor our-

sclves
Agun,‘_ the Provctbs. counsel - us:
*Ponder the. péih of -thy feet, and let all
e B . .

“financial:

wa wmﬂ:c your fotal uacu thh to- .

bﬂomc an organieed and tthcscm man .

“Be (huq d:[g;mt w* know -

thy ways hr csublnhcd (urﬁ’ mdstﬁi

anat well mmn?c;rtd} (P g
Omanizing vour pcmnul nkxav.,

can be fun and rrv.udmg 1wl hcm,;

a decp senseat sunsfaction and fishn

plishment Tt can Help nflucnce vour -

children i ypend - thar

selligently And it can P(ﬁ)nd‘&"“lhf o

tra womey tas® those note dmportant

things in [1fg you may “be ncglt\ung ot
“having o put oft .

- Summs rcvr.ll that few pcnplc m\c
ever really taken the timc™to argunie
and gwirel " thenr \pcrsuml spending

~ habits, Most paople don’t plan o tal

Thev."qu8t tad 1o plm Too mhapi -

people — the vast malgm\ in m;

have only drmmcd n! howncral seqigy LS:

but- they }uvcl never taken cthe steps

'ncxcsw:s to at¢ain 1t What withvou do

to ‘make vour futrg, the cmypuun .uul

< not the ryle? - «f‘ .

All ffancial” experts wll’ agree ﬂut :
~ vou don't have 10'be & monetary gcmu\
to make your maney do moré, It i

. through learning, organizing amd dili-.
gent cffort that you find* “practical and-
eficcuve ways to gt ¢ thc imost value tor”
the money you spcnd This is" all che
more imporrant as inflation coOntinues

"3 spiral upwards and many of our

(X‘§

!

.

During the | ¥ several years, as
chronc inflggion has been g:m'nb more
and more out of hand, mihy helptul
books have appeared which give sound
and practical ideas for improving the,
purchasing power of your moncy.
Many of these arc in papcrbuk -
; _' Chcd( your local bonstorc .
*We hope, this *“financial physical”
will inspitc you-jo develop a knowl:
ﬁcdgc.lblc approach to spendiag, provide

a firm footing for a sound budgct, and

enable you to become more financially

.“séable for the building of a thp\ suc-

 cessful famlly life. - a

o

i

currencies become worthi less and less.®, .

Ky

monthy, -
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< i PERSONAL'FINANCIAL ANALYSIS
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-

PART.L : MQNTHLY EXPENSES | o U . REGULAR SAVINGS . -
v ) (pumh) o BRI | bl )
What Tithes & Offerings ... . 'f R i RO S (P'm )
Are You Rent — or House I‘uymem ..... o : : o :
Spending? Groceries (Include Milk & lhkuy) | K : $
Telephone and Water . . .
Gas and Electricity ... . A2 o
Clothing (Include Cleaning) - ") . :
Medical Care ...... : : o .
Transporumm (Include Opontmg K "
Cost of Car) I . -~ . . _—
9, Recreation - S . TOTAL | ORI

10.  Insurance: . g » R
Houso and Contents .
Automobile - . e D

Other : = ‘ _ N : ’
1L Miscellansons P | TOTAL TAKEN FROM NET PAY MONTHLY

>

LR X

o 1. Total Moathly F.:poua Box A

: TOTAL . $ i i s

. N A 2. Total Monthly Payments Box B
: X ' s

"] 5 Toul Reguiai Monthly Savings’
B ALLOTHER PAYMENTS . : ,
. . : .. BxC s 7
. (per month) .

TOTAL | )

‘ o NET MONTHLY INCOME
A e 5/4 o .-V Your Take-home Wage Per Moath
: : p s
! B 1 S TOTAL - $ 7|3 AUOer lncome Per Monih:
: A n - ’ L8 e e L I
- : ’ ‘ T b S
“PART:2 Asets it Liabilities : - :
: | Finuiiciat Cash and Checking « ‘ Cvurrom Bille TOTAL $ .
- | Data~— Sevings Account . Morigage : . .
T - Wi . A _
. "  Net m Government Bonds | —— VLV ] F
» | insurance Cesh vatues * Securities Losns WHAT IS YOUR PRESENT FINANCIAL -
i o Mutyal Funds /$. i Real Estate Loons .
g . . Ree! Exinte/ Homels) Bank Losns - L . TomlofBoxE ....§ ... o
i b o Co .
F . . Auamobledl Consumer Losns 2 TowlofBosD ...§ ...
| Other : Other ‘ R : S —

L - Towl Asere - Tow! Lisbikiies : E P .

h=

‘;f:?: N - tmw!unny o '"""aﬁ':i‘:..

; Nt Worth* \J ettt ooy -
g R - ; -
E )
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"ENDURING TO THE END"? |

Some in God’s Church simply intend to ‘‘tough it éul" until
Christ returns. Literally, they are “ENDURING to the end”’

.

{Moﬂ.z24: 13) — but not the

Y {HINK BACK to the time just be-
T fore your first contact with the

" message proclaimed by' God's
Church. Your life had probably be-
came somcwhat frustrating and pur-
poscless.. You had problems and
worties '

wondered, “What is it all abour?”
Something was missing!

And them came the thrill and chal-

lenge of God's truth. You saw in ic che
answers to many gnawing doubts, the
solutions to problems — real, positive,

workable principles that could ‘make -

your lite fuller, happicr and more abun-
dant.

You scized God’s way with zest and
put those prnciples into action — at
the cpst of your hobbies, perhaps of
your job, your friends, even your fam-
ily. But it was well worthe the sacrifice
because your life now had meaning and
direction — and you had the promise

" of eternad life! You abounded with the

real that God calls the “first love” for

His truth. \
Routine of Christian Living
As the days, weeks and months
rolled by, however, you discovered thie
you were s1ill you, that life still had s

frustrations, disappointments and
heartaches. Even as a converted and

changed Christian, you continued to
- have tnals. and tests, some of which

were burdensome and wearing.
And 30 your “first love” began to

You saw inecquities and-
wrongs all around you. Perhaps you .

by Richard A. Wiedenheft

.

fade. your original childlike excitement
now tempered with the mature realiza-

ton that God'’s way is nor a magical;

mystical solution to all ills — that it
requires, hard work on your part.
-Arc you now therefore one of those

who are simply “waiting 1t our” —

tolerating your problems and short-
comings — hdping that somchow
when.Christ appeirs in the clouds your
whole menul attitude will be instancly
changed? Arc you lovking for God's
Kingdom to bring you “instant happi-
ness'”?

Brethren, don't be deceived. God is |

not going to end all our problems,
trials and tests for usgwhile we are
rising to meet Christ in the air — we
must be working on and (onquering
them now, by our own hard cffort
magnificd and made cffccave through
God's spinitual Help!

God promises cternal spirit life and
rulership in His Kingdom owly 1o those
who sn this life develop nighteous spiri-
tual character — who practice love, joy,

peace, happincss gl)d overcome and
" solve thar problems “mow!

God's Peoplc Should Be Happy

Jesus explained to His Jisciples that
one ‘who is faithtul 1n htte will be
faithtu] 1n much (Luke 16:10). If we
learn here and now 10 lead full, happy,
purposctul physical lives, to master and
overcome our afflictions, God knows
we can be happy for all cternity in His
Kingdom. : -

2y Christ intended. Are you
making thel? mistake? ' "o

‘In John 10:10 Christ told the Phari-

" sees: “l am come-that they might have' * -

life, and that they might have it-more
abundantly.” God intended our physi-
aal life to be an abundant onc — not
necessrily tull of wealth and carchly
possessions, but full of love, joy, peace
and happiness. ) -
“Love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodn ,'t’:u'th, meckness,
temperance ... are among the truits
of God's Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23). Nasice
that fove, joy and peace head the lisc.
These are che spiritual works byghich
God is judging us. Tt
Can we really evidence love, joy, and
peace it we arc just “waiting it out™?
Obwjously not. Putting up with pur
shortcomings and  allowing  circum’
stances subject to our control to toss us
abour — hoping that Christ will rerurn
before our endurance runs out — is not -
the way 10 peace and happiness!
When Christ returns He wapos 10
find His servants “so doing™ (Mact
24:46) - actively and aggressively
making changes iff themsclves; actually
solving problems —~ not simply “mark-
ing time” and putting up with their
lacks — not relying on someone clse to
push them into overcoming. He wants
to find in us cves-increasing joy and the
sensc of purpose that comss only with
spiritual growth. o
Take a test. .
Can you say that since you were put
into God's Church you have been very

_blcssed — and that you are being spiri- -
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tually blc’“ssiéd\hw’bic all the time?
. If not, something is amiss.
If you don't fecl very blessed - and

'happy — and increasingly so as time

passes, you may be “missing the boat.”

Trials, Yes! Unhappiness, No!

Cerrainly God did promise trials and
tribulation for true Christians. Anyone
who will live godly is in for some
rolgh times.

But cven in the face of trials, 2
Christian should not become unhappy
and frustrated. James commanded, “My
brethren, count it all joy when ye fall

‘into divers temprations {trials}; know-

ing this, that the uying of your faith
worketh patience™ (James, 1:2-3).
No crisis or dilemma seems causc for

us to.shout for joy — at least not in-

the immediate physical sense. But we
arc commanded by our Creator to re-

" joice 1n’ the Jong range good that a trial
aan produce. We can have ‘the vision

and toresight to know that God is

- absolutely in control, allowing a prob-

lem only for our_ ultimate spmtual

good
Tnals can be traumatic, but they
need not destroy the overall con-

tertment and joy we have in knowing
we are now learning how to live so we
can reign for all eternity with Christ.
Nvehing must be allowed o blur our
vision of our goal. Then, nothing can
destroy our happiness! Christ exhorted
His disciples * Crejoice not that the
spints are subject unto you™ — or be-
causc of any ;upcrnuural abilities we
might be given — .but rather re-
joie, because your namés,uf written
in hcaven” (Luke 10:20). That is our

" cause tor greao rejoiang, regardless of

our physial arcumstances. -
. Be Deceply Converted
Although the temporary physical

- blessings of dus hife can add to our

happiness, we must never let the lack

or destre tor them destsoy .or ruin our

rejosang No attempe to base our life

_.and happiness on physical things which
can so casly bc taken fmm us can gver -

succeed
But 10 be able 10 get our minds off

- GOOD NEWS

strive to rid ourselves of the habits,
aspirations and vanity of our camal
lives. We must understand and despise
the carnality we sec in out own minds.
We must be willing to accept correc-
tion and admit our weaknesses and

“faults.

We should pray for God to show us

our errors and shortcomings, to correct

us in His mercy; and we should also
ask God's ministers  to- help us sqe
where we need to change.

" Admitting crror, accepting correc-
tion, thea striving to overcome, must
bccomc 3 daily challenge for us —
knowing that we are qualifying
our happiness. ~ © .

" With this spiritual goal in mind, we
can greatly appreciate™ any  physical
blessings God has granted us and use
them to the_ fullest. Sin and unhappi-

. ness come from misusc or abuse — but
- happiness, peace and joy come from the

proper appreciation and usc of all that
God has created.

Enjoy the taste of delicious food; be
inspired by beauntul music; be thrilled

by the tellowship of other members of

God’s famuly; appreciate the gloey of
God's creavon In proper balance drink

in ot all ot God's physical creatuan, but

always seck Has ngdom fSne (Mare,
6'33)

Solve Your Pmblcms

As uue Chnstians, we must actually -

solve the pmblcma of this hifc. Never
think or say, “1"can't do thmgs any
differciu lhu 15 the way I'am.” or, “l
can't help 1if Lundmom arc thar way”
= and ship 1nto a do- no(hmg atucude
Too many of us are wtished with

sewond place - with less than a tulfill-”
with l{:» chan - obedient |

INg MAIAgc,

children We bounge trom job o job

without direcuon -We allow arcum- |

stances 1o shape our lives We slip by
from paycheck. 1o paycheck just keep-
ing our hnancal noses above. water.
We Al'lx,n& out. own physical bodies to
reinain tgo tat, or enervated, or 1n pain,
when ut hies withun our power to cor-

rect. ‘the situation — 1if we only would
" exert the cfort to do so ’
" the physical ihm&s of this world, we . ;
- must be deeply compersad ~ we must .

. Arc you developing and using your

-muind, broadening yow menwl howi-

foran .
* eternal goal which is the foundation of

_absolute “‘promisc that

love God

2%

zons, learning in ficlds you have pie-
viously ignored or had no opportunity?
Then again, perhaps you are already

too broud in your interests and need to

narrow them down and begin o g

cialize in certain ficlds.
Granted, there are .limitations to

* what we can alter in this life — but are

we really changing to the utmost? It's

* true that change is often arduous, em-
.barrassing " and traumatic, but arc we

really measuring it as we should in
comparison to the jubilation beyond?

Are you solving and overcoming
problems — putting them into” the
pas? Or cngagcd in a.simple endurance
contest?

Accentuate the Positive:

A basic human tendency is to sce the
negative side of things. Ir doesn’t mat. =
ter who you are. you can always find -

something to be discouraged about if
you want to. Ther¢ is always trouble in

the world,. in the nation, in every com.-

munity. There arc aches and pains, dis-
couragement and’ dxsappom;mcm in
our pcrsona] lives,

Bur or\c thing is: sure! warrying

Ty,

ibout these” _problems, bmodmg about. - -

:hcm_’ beinig  unhappy about them,
won't mike them go away..
So what should we do? - .
" We must learmn to thiust ouy ptob-
lcms into the hands of God ‘through
prayer and mieditate about the posttive

aspects of our life and Hls way. We ot

~ all peuple do know who we are — we

know where we're gaing. We have the
.all things
wotk together for gead to (hcm that

lies the greatese goal that 3 human

being could imagines - the promised
. goal of being ip God's humly for ail

eterhiry
Brethren, led’s accentuate the pauliw.’
Let’s maprure the onginal zest and

.hapym;ss we cxperienced when we
furst began o walk in God's way of life. .

Remember, this physical existence is
the training and tesung ground for an
etérfial spintual life in God's glorious
family. Eternal happiness is available

only ta those who kearn true happmcss )
a

here and now!

" (Rom. 8.28) Beforé us
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7 you know how to act 1n every
\ircumistance> The book of
" Proverbs offers you that impor-

tant know!_cdgc.. S .
" Proverbs * begins, “These arc  the
proverbs ot King Solomon of Isracl;

- David’s, son hc weote them to, teach
his people how -live — Faw to act in-

every arcumstance™ (Prov. 1:1-2,7 The
Liveng ‘Bibley = = - o :

* Proverbs an ieach you, for example,
how to get ahead in your job” —~ to
carn more moncy, obtgin a better posi:
non, cte and to dofit all God's way.
Proverbs tan show you how to be re-
spected an 2 nght way, how to have

. peace of mind, how to culuvate fnends

and- avord arguments, to avoid acci-
dents; rear successful chuldren, be able.
to say the nght thing at the nght ume
to avoid “putung your foot in youf
mouth.” ‘

Here 15 a tormula tor making Prov<
ctbs a lvamg part of your lde 50 you can
not only handle dithcult or awkward
situstions, but also use Proverbs as a

Have. ybu learned to put -

Proverbs into daily practice

in your life? Here is o sen-

sible approach to gefting.
‘more out of these practical,

‘God-inspired scriptures.. -

by Arch Brodiey

“sonal’ problems and build distinctive
. spintual strengths 1nto your character
and “personality  Whatever your lack
may be, you can put Proverbs to work
on your problem

_ Analyze Yo

What do ‘you nced.to work on?
What aea of ‘your lite has been a
chronic  disapposritment, ‘embarrass-
ment, or thom in your side? The first

- AR

Jficitual tool to overcome specific per-

ching to-do is define your problem and

. syour goal. "Pinpoint a character weak-

- ness,.of a situation in your life which

~ you know' needs improvement.

.Don't hésitate to seck counscl about

' _".-‘.(h'xs when” you' feel it is needed. Of

« course you: should ask "Gaod for guid-

" ance. You mught-also ask your husband
"-or wifg, or a fnend ‘when or ifNou fecl

.- it is necessary or expedient. Fecl tree o

‘ask your local- minsscer.

It is best to choose only ome goal o
work on'at a time An army an tach
wage war successfully against thice ot
four nations simultancously Neut
.can we overcome & of our problems Jt
once, .
¢ Let's take a hypothetical example o
demonstrate exactly_how to use Pron
crbs in daily life Let’s assume you have
had -problems at work. You just
haven't received the promotions you
feel you deserve Other men widh less
scniofity have scemingly passed yvou up

* and arc now supervisors or forcmen
You naturally feel you have let your
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family and yoursclf down by missing
the promouonf and 3ccompanying ‘saly
ary increases. v

* We have defined the problem —
now let’s define your overall goal. In
, this case, your solution to the problem,

— your goal — is to become a sucanful :

employee : .
Research L
Now i.s the time to do “homework”
*.0n the subject. Since Proverbs gives us
guidelines about “how to act in every
circumstance,” let’s find ®Which spcciﬁc'
Provcrbs tell us how to act in circum-
stances on our job in order to be suc-
cessful. There are two ways to
accomplish this. You can.comb the
Proverbs for scriptures rcln(ing to em-
ployment sicuations by quickly reading
through Proverbs agdl joeting dowh ap-
plicable scriptures as you come to
them, or by’ using various ' topical
Bibles and»concordances. ‘
Then it is helpful*to take cach scrip-
ture individually and think of the vari-
ous ways it applies to your
situation — Qow ,you may be brcak#
hc parnculaf principle, and how you
can recusfy the ,situation. Wiite the
. scripture down. It is helpful to write its.
". meaning ifi your own words s it ap-

« lits to yoi, and-at the same time you
might want to list various facetsfithat

" Let’s take a few scnpturcs to demon-
strate -

200 A Pracucal Example

Proverbg 24 27 — “Prcparc thy work
without, and make it fit for thyself in
the ficld; and afterwards build thi
"house.” Applied in modern terms, Ab

and s secure andysuccessful as PO, ible’

in our employment as a very:
rity regarding this. physncnl life.

/ Obviously, an ‘individual should es-

wablish and sccure 'his source or means

The Bible spcciﬁcally,mch(ions' doing
this even before buying or building a
home. Of cqurse, spending money on.
“luxuries and pleasufes when our job is

. insecure is very unwise. So we sec the
*thrust of this versc is very important: it
“+ puts things in perspective for us, placing

LR . .t

o your situau’on ] L

of income Before he starts spending it!

GOOD NEWS N

2 man’s job -at thc top .of the list of_

daily physical priorities.
Here is another good one we can
.apply to employment — Proverbs
:18. “Poverty and shame shall be to
him thaeZefuscth instruction: but he
that regardeth reproof shdll be hon-
ored.”™ Again, applying this to our hy-

* . pothetical cxample, let’s ask ourselves
if we have followed this proverb on the

27
“ .
scriptures we mlght not othcrwxsc"ﬁh~
derdtand clearly.

The Living Bible is hclpful in some
instances by rendering the ‘Provcrbs
into modern English. Of course, we
must scalize it is'a paraphrased rendi-

tion of the Scriptures, not a translation.

Therefore, it is always wisc to check
individual passages with*, the ng

© James Vérsion.

*job. Do we take correction? Do we - .

follow the boss’ orders? Do we carry -

out his wishes? Have we showh 'a will-"

ingness and cagerness to climinate bad .

work habits and cultivate good ones?
Further, we are open to new ideas for.

improving the quality and quantity of - -

our Wwork? Do we spend time, on our

own, thinking_of. how to accomplish
tasks more cfhciéntly? Have we cven
taken the initiative to learn additional
job-related skills — if neced be on our

Pubverbs 10:4-5 is 2 sxmplc example '

of The, Living Bible'’s modern-English
approzch The King James reads, “He

 becometh poor that dealeth with a

“slack hand: but the hand of the dili-

" gent maketh tich, He that gathereth in

summer is 2 wise son: but he thag
‘sleepeth in harvest is a son thasgauscth

‘shamec.” .The Living Bible reads, “Lazy
. men are soon poor; hard workers get

own' time? Do we take advantage of ..

" training. meetings and hatfdbooks, cven
though it mecans studyingaafter work
hours? How abourt night classes? We.
must be wi'llihg to lcarn morcthan is
rcquucd of us in ordcr to be succcssful
cmployccs

. This is how to get ahead G od’: way

. — by going abovq)nnd beyond what is
. cxpcucd -of us. This scripture states a

very practical and reliable law of success.
Do you sec how you can apply it and
all of its gpplmanons o your job cach
and cvery day? You can actually mea-

. surc yoursclf by chis scripturc. And by
7 meditating on the many ways o apply

it in your work, you ‘can literally
change your employment future and
over a- period of.time your hmxlys
ndard of hvmg

‘ mber to- find provcrbs which
Jpeq/ually dea] with your problem and
the many-faceted aspects of it. Avoi
_ generalizadons such as, “Be ind
trious.” Break it down much fa
‘that by .asking, *'How can |
industrious?” Then find various prov-
1 cbs o answer chit question.

" Check Bible Helps and
*  Transladons

‘rich. A wisc youth makes hay while the. '

‘sun shines, but what a2 shame to sce a
lad who slecps away his hour of op-

portunity.”

.4 Here is another interesting one o
apply to our hypothetical job problem

as well as other arcas of life. Proverbs
10:19 rcads, “In th¢ multdtude. of

words there wanteth not sin: but he -

that refraineth his lips is wise.” The
Livmg Bible rcads, “Don’t wlk so

much. You keep putting your foot.in .

your mouth. Be sensible and tumn off
1 )

the flow!
It is helpful to write down, in your

, own words, how each proverb specifi-

As we all know, precise meanings of -

scriptures arc hidden at times by King
James language. Therefore, it is very
helpful to check reljabloreferences and.
Jtranslations to dig thc meaning oue of

-
.

cally applics to your individual problem
— in this cas€, your job. You might
,ask yourself these questions. “Do I talk
when | shou]d be working — am I too
gabby or windy? Do I try to tell otuers

how to perform their jobs when I

“should be concentrating on my own’
Arc my coffec breaks too long because
I'm *shootingsthe bull” with the fellows
olved in those
artics’ with the girls?

cach moming‘f or do I waste ten or
fiftcen minutes discussing politics, my
new car, ctc.?” Answer questions such
as chese ponestly.

With this parcicular example, you
would be wise to writc out exactly
what “you intend ¢ do femorrow to
control that tongue and be a more
profitable employee. Do you see how

Do 1 get right'to work when.I arrive '

prayerful study and specific application’
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of }usr ‘one” provcrb crém changc your.

- acntire approach to’ your job?-

Continuing with our “example

study,” let’s take ‘one more scripture

from The*Living Bible to see how -

«clearly it can drive'a lesson home,
g Do you admit mistakes. when your

supervisor-points them out? Many men -
do not grow in their 1obs becausc- thcy :
justify their mistakes, try to ‘cover them..

“up, or they refuse to take adyice ‘and

.. leain t0 accomplish tesponsibilities by

-means of new, mbre cfféctive: ap-
proachcs They simply “want to do

things “their way.” “If you profit from

- constructive  criticism  you - will - be
clected to thc wisc men’s hall of fame.
But to reject ériticism is to harm yout-
self and your own best 4 s” (Prov.
1%:31:32, The Living Btble) i

". The man who not only md:ly ac-
CCP(S ?nd acts on COnSU‘uCﬂVC Cl’l(lClSm
and advice, but actually seeks it “will be:
successful — God’s way! .t

* Although-the King jamcs Version is
usually clear, The Living Bible often
adds a little more cmphasis, clarity,
color, interest, and even humor . at

. times! The Moffatt translation and The
Amplified Bible arc also useful. How-
ever, remember to check their mean-

ings with the King James Vcrsxon to
verify their accuracy.’

" Proverbs by Soncino

The Soncino Press publishes a very
good ndn-technical reference work on
Proverbs — perhaps the most hclpful
for the most of us who are uneducated
linguistically and can ('tcll Hebrew
from Swabhili.

Here is an example of how 'the Son-
cino Proverbs can clarify and bring out
the depth of meaning of the Scriptures.
Proverbs 29:11 in the King James

Jtranslation states: “A fool uttereth all
his mind: but a wise man keepeth it in
ill afterward.” Soncino mentions that
the word “spirit” (King James,
“mind”) is a synpnym 4or “anger” as
also 1n Proverbs 16:32 and Proverbs
25:28. Soncino mentions that “A fool,
when roused, gives full vent to his
temper and faiis to exercise restraint.”

How about this principle in, relation
to your conduct on the job? Failure to
8ct along with others, cooperate with
supervisors and keep a cool head under

"'.' - GOOD NEWS | -

' pl"cssurc ant all problcms whxch rob
. 'many men of success, as well as often
.actually rostmg them - their " jobs. -

" Soncino goes-on to mention chat a

wise man holds his anger back, keeps

-his mouth shut, and doesn’t “fly off the

B'&ndlc" because he realizes the con-
sequences such bchavxor bcqucaths to
him. -

about . improving your work which

might be contrary. to your personal ap-

proach?” Just how. easy are you to get
along ‘with? Are youa.*hot head” and

a litgle proud of it because it is a family
- trait2. Do you pride yourself in always

getting ‘the best of anyone in an argu-
menc? Remember, Jesus had fivor with

" both God and men (Luke 2: '32).

From this example, do'you sec how
hclpful the Proverbs really are when we
examinc .them individually and’ apply

. them in derasl 1o particular problems?
.'Now we are- making Proverbs “work
for.us.” We are allowing them to point .
®us in the right direction and give us

positive, concrete, specific, workable ac-

.-tion to take 0 arwain our goal. Do yo

see how we (an usc this same approach

to deal with htcrally any problcm arca

of our lives?

Are you regularly latc fo:. work? .

Proverbs 6:9-11 reveals a basic caiise for
tardiness. “But you — all you do is
sleep. When will you wake up? Let me
slecp a lictle longer! Sure, just a lictle
more! And as you sleep, poverty creeps

. upon you like 2 robber and destroys

you; want attacks you in full armor”

(The Living Buible).”

The message is, get out of the sack .

carlicr in the morning and you- can get

* to work on time! Soncino .opens the
mcaning to these verses. It mentions.”

that’ they refer to ... the waking
hours of the day. A rabbi included
‘morning sleep’ among the faults
which ‘put 2 man our of the world.’

*On waking or being aroused, he does .

not get up to work but pleads for a
longer stay in bed.”
Pretty specific instruction, isp’t fic?

Here's arother interesting praverb

-
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: _for our saniple study showing the value
- of Soncino. Proverbs 14:23 - states, “In

all Tabor there.is profit.” Soncino men-
tions thac “labor” should be more ac- -
curately transtated “toil” since . the
Hebrew word includes the idez of what
is painful. 1t ilso states, “However la-

* borious the work and small the wage,

Lo . - some advantage is derived.”

- Apply this in your ;ob situation. Are

" . you generally well-liked by other em.
- ployees?*Or- do they, think of you asa

* loner, someone always wanting yaur
-way? Are you wxllmg to listen ‘and, at -

' times, accept’ constructive suggcsnons'

Put this verse together Wwith Prov-

* erbs 20:4 (“The sluggard will not plow

by reason of the cold .. .”) and we sce a
“Very emphati¢ point madc — that work .
is nat all pleasure. It is pasnful, taxing
and uncomfortable at times. An, unsuc-
cessful employee will procrastinate, -

"quit or make\excuses when confronted

with a difficult—dirty or trying rtask,

while the “go gcttct" -grits his teeth
and gets it ‘dénc. As Proverbs .14:23
states, he will profit from his efforts in
the end — . that salary raise will come
through, the promotign will be re-
- 'Wardcd How do you stack up?

Put Proverbs to Work

,This. sz;npic ' s_tud)j. should be useful
to you in irself, bae don’t let it end
here. Undcrsrand the approach and P

-ply it for yourself as you “zero in” on

other aspects of youz life you want to
improve.
You can makc Proverbs work for

you'in 30y aspect of your life ar s any

facer of daily living and character. Do
you want 10 be respected by others in
the right way?" Want peace of mind?
Want to .know how to cultivate
fricnds? Avoid arguments? Avoid acci-
dents? Rear successful children? Be able
to say the right thing at the nght time
and avoid “putting your foot in your
mouth”? Have foresight instead of
hindsight?

All of these and innumerable other
aspeces of living ‘arc revealed in the

. Provertbs — but you must dig’ them

out, with God's help cxtract their

.mecaning, apply them to your personal

lifc and act on them!

Then continue studying Proverbs to
continue making progress toward your
£ als. Keep searching for scriptures
you have bverlooked, of for new appli-
cations of Bible principles in your spe-
cific sityations. You will then be armcd
with the same wisdom Solomon had —

the very wisdom of God! ‘ m]

.
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~Does God. laugh? Would
Jesus ever tell a joke?

What type of humor should
Christians " enjoy? This re-
freshing article reveals both
the biblical principles ‘and

" the medicinal qualities of
laughter and humor — and

how they can add spice to
your lifel

by Hugh E. Wilscn

oW LONG has it been since you-
H allowed yourself a good laugh?
Arc you still young at heare?
Can you “take 2 joke”? Have fou
learned. the art of laughing at yougself
and some of the silly mistakes* weall
make? 8 v
"An unbalanced socicty has some-
-ft_ us unbalanced even in our
approach to ‘good clean fun and hu-
mor- Often we také aurselves too seri-

oush and miss out on the enjoyment .
in ltc- that God wants” us to have. .

«Certainly our job, calling, and responsi-
bilites are to be taken seriously. But

100 often we find ourselves just having
“to endure life or solemnly.trying to
" when a ligtle humor -

“*hang in there,
could make: out lives much miore cn-
joyable. :

*“The Importance of l‘iaving Fun"

The famous and beloved comedian .
Bob Hope wrote an article titled “The

Importance  of * Havmg Fun.” Dis-

cussing .the many beneficial aspects of
humor, he wrotc: A
“Having cntertained wounded Gls

’

.

| ]

-

.

in three wars, | have seen the hcalin'g‘

“power of laughter. Science has con-

firmed that having fun — just feeling
happy or joyous — has a measurable.
effect on our health and well-being. It
is a great rclaxer: a simple ping-pong
match cven rclaxed tensions berween
the United States and mainland China,
Increasingly, fun, pleasure and games.

are being used in' ingenious ways for -

everything’ from teaching “children,
(television’s Sesame Street) to helping
hospital patients &c( well more
quxckly

Hospuala now are finding that hap-

picr paucnts can be cured more quickly

ancg‘{ﬂccnvcly The prescription is fun
and 'cheerful surgoundings. 1 first

. {xmcd of laughter’s benefies when 1
8

an visiting hospitals in World War

d I'm still seeing it in Vietnam. |

on’t do ‘much: just a hello; a hand-

shake and a quip or. two for each

patient, bu( it always seems to give
them 2 lictle life.”

Speaking about (ho‘sc who have
heavy responsibilities to shoulder, Bob
“Hope conunued: “Each of our recent

Presidents has had a good sense of
- humor, and has found that an interlude
of jokes and relaxation is a necessary
respite. from the heavy burden of office.«
“Morcover, none has secemed to mind
the kidding I've aimed at him. ‘Harry
Truman runs the country with an iron
hand,’ | said 1n enteraaining him once,
‘and hc plays the piano the same way.’
When bgertormed for Eisenhower, 1

-

. poked tunfac his frcqucm travels. ‘It’s a

good thing we'rc paying him a salary,”
{ said ‘Think where we'd be if we paidy
_him by the mile’ I also got some
laughs about playing golf with him.
" *The General plays like a real military

Your Best Medicine

man,’’] said. ‘K¢ ‘strokes the ball o

ward ‘the hole and yells, fall in!"”
Science Sees the Pun -

In 2 syndicated newspaper column, - I
Your Good Health, Dr.'T. R. Van Del- -

len tells of the medicina! qualities of

- laughter: “Laughter has a relaxing cf-

fect on the nervous system and is said’
to imgprove digestion and well-being.
Although we have no proof that ‘a

hearty laugh benefits the' heart, it. is
* conceivable. that laughter lowers the
: blood "pressure when it is high and.

raiscs it.when it is low, Laughter also is

. good excrcisel; When_ somcone has a

hearty laugh, the diaphragm shakes up
and down ‘and air is drawn into the
lungs by means of long, deep intake
and expelled in_ a.series of bursts.”

" In concluding his article, Dr. Van
Dellen wrote: “This {laughter] is one

of -our most precious posscssions and " . .’

thosc with chis trait arc able o ward

_ off the buffets of the outside world and

convere them into pleasure. Humor
helps conserye “energy that would

otherwise. be cxpénded in anger, pain,
. horror, feat, br &cspaur : :

Pioneer rescargher Dr. Edward Po-

_dolsky provcd that laughter ac the din-~

‘ner table helps to make the dlgcsnvc
juices work better. For his interesting
study, Dr. Podolsky fed two groups of
college students the.same diet for two

* weeks. One group was “entertained”

with scientific lectures. The second
group was treated to the gatter and

v monologm‘: of a professional comediap.

N

To the surprise of practically no ‘one,
the group of collegians who laughed

through their meals checked in with

- “healthier, “noticcably nmprovcd dlgu-

”

tion. "

L RN
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- _]dhn Eppingham, in the Navional
Engquirer, gave some further intcresting

facts in an article cntitled “What Your -

Sense of Humor Reveals About Your

Personality”™: .+ - :
“Virtualy ‘everybody’ likes to

laugh,” he observed, “to be amused, to

have their funnybones tickled — but’
people vary tremendously in their ca-’~

pacity to appreciate humor and to re:

~ spond to it. Some go through lifc .
. finding very little that strikes them as -
laughable. Others seck amusement anid :

diversion as some seek happiness —, by’

running after it — and the result more .

en than not is disappointment. Still

others have the ability to sec the funny

“side of almost any situation.

“Ic¢ goes without saying that the bet-
ter your sense of humor, the more en-
." - joyment you arc getting out of life."
And scientists have also found that
your sense of humor reveals 2 great deal

about your character, personality and -

general outlook. on life.””

4~lt's in the bodk ’
Is there humor in-the Bible? Yes

L

T GOOD NEWS ¢

states: “Thou wilt show me the path of
life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy
right hand there ave pleasures for ever-
more.” - o )

God.is not a stern Judge who
‘solemnly judges away 24 houts a day,

looking. for 2 way or chancc to “get -

~us,” Not at all. Due to wrong teach-
ings in the past, some. of us have
“formed gross misconceptions con-
" cerning®God. His life is filled with fun
and enjoyment. He enjoys cternal <life
"and wants us to enjoy our physical
liv_gs. poome
- ‘work ar, times to have a good laugh,
especially at some of the silly things we

- humans do and the situations we get

.oursclves into. God is balanced in every
aspece of His life and wants us to be
also. '
© Tell It Like It Is

God reveals His sense of humor in
“ three basic ways. The first becomes ob-
vious when we analyze osrselves. We
are made in His image,* menally as
‘well as physically. He has givenyus the

indeed! Over thirty scriptures’ speak di- 7~ ability to have a sensc of humor. There-

" rectly of laughter. And God inspired-
them. Our loving Father favors good
uplifting humor. o

God is a happy. individual. I Tim-
othy 1:11 reads: “According.go the glo-
rious gospel of the blessed [the Greek

_ here means “happy”’} God, which was
committed to my ‘trust.” Psalm 16:11

forc it is a part ofs His own character

and personality. Also, He had this abil-

ity first to be able to pass jt'on to us.
The sccond proof of God's humor is
seen in mature. Since the whole creation
— not-oursclves alone - is a reflecrion
of God's thinking and character, we
» should be able to learn a considerable

.“Both He and Jesus probably sto';-

¥y
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mount aboug His sense of humér by
bserving the other things He created.
Remember the fun and laughs you
had obscrving the waddle of 2 duck?
Or watching 2 penguin on TV or ina
200? How about the duckbill platypus?
The bray of a jackass? Monkeys at the
200? And do you remember the Walt
Disncy films about the animal world?
Do ypu recall the scenc where the
ducks were landing on a frozen lake,
skidding into one another? 'Y

Biblical hamor is .the third ex-

pression of this aspect of God’s mind. ™
Humorous incidents in the Bible gen-
erally contain a lesson, and an analysis
usually_reveals a principle or purposc

. behind them. To really enjoy humor #n

the Bible we need a vivid imagination
and the ability to rcad betweens the

lincs. We must vicariously project our-

selves into the account, remembering

they are truc stories that happencd o

real people.

Balaam’s ass and the conversation
that ensued in Numbers 22 is a casc in
point. It’s really funny to read the ac-
count (verses 21-31) using' The Living °
Bible. ) »

As the episode begins, God opens
the donkey’s eyes to see an-angel of the |
Lord standing in the road blocking the

way. Balaam, however, cannot sec the

" angel. Unable to pass by the angel, the
. denkcy runs off the road intd the ficld.

Balaam naturally is more than a litde
befuddled by his formerly faichful don-

-~
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. key’s “actions; 'T’hiﬁking his® usually
. trusty steed is indulging in a little-stub-
bornness to assert her mdcpcndcncc, he A

clouts her!

, embarrassed, confused and emotionally .

But the frightehied donkey still can’t

" get by the angel holding the sword. So
in confusion the ass veers.agaffi to the
side, this time scraping poor Balaam’s

foot zgamsr 2 wall. Balaam mgnly

" smites. the donkey again.

Now rcmcmbcr that the princes of

. Moab were along all this time, and by -

" morous incidents you will find as you-
-read and study your Bible. Try to de-

GOOD NEWS’

unraveled this highly” respected, digni-

fied pagad priest with. a common old

ﬂopccm:d ass!

This is but one of .many snmdar hu-

velop an cye for them and you will find
your Bible study becoming much more

.interesting, colorful and entertaining.

You will alse, find ynursclf looking on

the “lighter side™ ef qmu own life. »

now probably were clutching their’™”. morc often.

sides and' laughing uprbmously But
_let’s pick up the story in The Livi
Bible; beginning in- verse 26: -
“Then the angel of the Lord movcd
farther down the road and stood in 2

place so narrow that the donkey could

not get by at all. So she lay down in

the road! In. a great fit of temper Ba-’

laam beat her again with his staff

“Then the, Lord caused the donkey .
! *What have 1 done that de- ..

serves your beating me  these thmc ‘
~ times?”” she asked. . Y

1o S

*‘Because you have made me look

like a fool!” Balaam shouted. ‘I wish 1
had a sword with me, for I would kil
you.' '
“‘Have' [ever done anythihg like
“ this before in my.cntire life?” the don-
key asked. . A '
“‘No,’” he admiteed.” i

What a hilarious experience it must -

have been ‘to have obscrved ‘their ex-
-pressions and antics as,God completely

Oy Savior cn]oycd good clean hu-

- mor with His dnscnplcs. We have onc

.account wher¢ He used a little good-

natured-ribbing of two of His disciples.
James and John were sons of Zcbedee
*_"a fishérman.- Before conversion both
sons were apparently incompassionate,

> quick to act and to~judge. They had a

A

‘zock-sure “hellfire and damnation” ap-
roach to life (see Mark 9:38).* Duc to
thir temper ‘and other traits of human
‘nature, Jesus nicknamed them “Boa-

nerges” meaning “sons of thunder”
- (Mark-3:17), which meant they were a

couple of loud-talking “hot heads.”
Another example “concerns the ‘au-

_ thority and job of John the bapdst.

The multicude of skeptics and the just
plain curious had listcned to alk¥inds
-of tales concerning John's'mode of liv-

ing, his appearance and message. And

many had gonc ouf .t0 sce him like

~
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those of today who attend 2 sideshow
or carnival hoping to sec the world’s

“fattest lady or the circus freak from

Borneo with four arms and two heads.
Jesus used a bit of sarcasm on them as

.He got a point across in 2 humorous

way.

* He 'said, “When you went out into
the barren wilderness to see John, what
did you expect him to be like? Grass
blowing in the wind {2 weak-kneed,
odd, fanatic]? Or were you cxpecting to
scc 2 man dressed as a phince in a
palace?” (Matt. - 11:7-8, The Living
Bible.) He probably spoke in a-joking
tonc and manner to get the point
across.

Did You Hear the One About .

Should you tell jokes? That is pretey
much an individual macter. But re-
member, what's funny to onc is not to
another. There is an art in being 2 good
joke teller.

A lot depends on the current cir’
cumsrances and mood of the audience
at that time. What was really funny on
club night might not be so funny if
you told it after Sabbath services. -Also,
the joke another person told success
fully tnight not fit your style or person-
alicy. Maybe your conscience would..
bother you to tell the same one he or
she told. If so, then you're beteer off
not telling it

Ethnic jokes? Possibly. Simplc jokes
about the Irish, Scots, Jews, Poles, ctc;,

.
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* principle in a positive way and do not
present 2 race or nationality in 2 bad
light or make it 2 “put down.” But be
extremely careful. Many persons are ab-
normally sensitive about their race or
national origin and can easily become
offended even though you had no in-
tention whatever of holding them up

* to ridicule or derision. '

Be Christian About It

i _ -Here arc some general guidelines to

| use in telling jokes. To begin with, we
should be careful not to make light of
or make fun out of sin. Be positive.

Use sact and do not carry the joke -
too far. ’

Be carcful of barbs or digs. Don’t
inject a hidden dagger so you leave the
hearer figurauvely bleeding” when it’s
over. Analyze your motive and purpose

¢« ‘for tclling the joke. Humer can hurt
and be cruel if not used with proper
wisdom and forcthought.

Good jokes are non-offensive. Some-
times i’s fine to do a little “kidding”

~"§ with people, but they must know and
wungerstand that you are kidding and
that is all you mean by it
Finally, as God’s chosen people, we |
should certainly avoid the kind " of-
“dirty jokes” we all knew and heard
before conversion. Let's be as carcful:
* and arcumspect in this aspect of our :
v - Christian lives as with cverything else -
o - wedoand say. L

AR o~
Y
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can be O.K., IF they show a lesson or -
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A Time for Everything

We arc all striving for a better bal-
ance in life. Among the many things
that go to make 2 balanced life is hu-
mor. Thete is “a time to weep, and a
time to Jaugh; a time to mourn, and 2
time to dance...” (Eccl. 3:4).

All too often (and this is a real

. irony) many in this socicty have to

cheer up Christians! Bur it should be
the other way around. They should see
our light, our happy faces and person-
alitics that radiate warmth, joy ‘and
friendliness, and demonstrate that

God'’s way really works. This is one of -

the chief ways we honor God,
Do Yourself a Favor

In his book, Man of Steel and Velvet,

Aubrey Andelin states, “It has been
observed that a characteristic of healthy

- and long-lived persons 15 a sense of

humor. It is as though their optimistic -
attitude  were supplying 2 physical
nourishment to, their bodies — a sort
of viamin supplement. These people
realize that.to take themselves too seri-
ously is 2 deadly mistake. Life is going
on anyway, and somchow things al-
ways Work out regardless - of how
gloomy the picture looks at some low
point. Humor will often bring the pic-
ture into sharper tocus. Abraham Lin-
coln was gifted in this respect, .and
throygh this means cut down gigantic
problems t 2 sizt- he could manage.

" Bittemess and rancor are impossible - .

uly- ber 1973

when one’s sense of humor is function-
ing” (page 89). .

The habit of happiness is extremely
valuable. Despondent or negative atti-
tudes can perk up. Homes can be made -
happicr. Dispositions and personalities
can be brightened. Life can tke on a
fuller meaning, ’

Learn to enjoy life to the degree that
God wants you to. Begin to look at the
lighter side of life: Be on the lookout
for humorous happenings that you can
share with others. Cultivace the habit-
of joy in your life. :

No living.creature can laugh excepe
man. Ttees may bleed when they arc
wounded. Beasts in the ficld will cry in

" pain and hunger. Yet only humars

have the gift of laughter and can usc it -
as they will. We can choose to smile

" and improve our. digestion, - and

chuckle to lighten ‘our burdens.
Proverbs 17:22 shows that “A merry-
{cheerful] heart docth good like a med-

“icine: but a broken spirit dries the

bones.”

Proverbs 15:13 shows also the effects
of ‘joy and sorew: “A merry heart
mrakes a cheerful countenance: bur by
sorrow -of the heart the spirit is bro-
ken.” :

- Humor is highly contagious. Laugh-

‘ter is probably the best “medicine” you

could ever take for some of your trou-

" bles. So take a dose! Laugh a little, live -

a litde and thank God for all the biless;
ings He has bestowed upon you. a
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what it was like to be tired, hungry,
upset and ‘'sad. To be in pain. To be
hated. He went through persecution,
and the pain of the. cross for us’
What will Jesus’ reward be? Notice:
“W herefore God also hath highly ex-
alted him, and given him 2 name
which is above every name: thae at the
name of Jesus cvery knee should bow,
of things in "hcaven, and things in
carth, ‘and things under the carth; ind
thar every tongue should confess that

" Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory. of

God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11).
“Because Jesus suffeted death for us,
Hc is now crowned with glory and

~with honor (Heb. 2:9). He will soon

return to this carth as King of kings
and Lord of lords, reigning over all
nations (Rev 19:11-16).

While He walked on this carth 1900
years ago, Jesus was tempted just as we
arc And Hc 1s thetefore able now te
help you when you are wrtsth'nhg with
a parncular tnal. He will succor, com-

fort, cncourage and strengthen you.'

“For wn that he himself hath suffered

being “tempted, he is able to succous,

them thatare wempied™ ¢Heb. 2:18).
He will intercede wich the Father for

you, saying, “Father, I know*what it is

like — I've béen down there, I've. been

-through 1. I wrestled with the identi- -

cal problcms So -Father, f'orgivé him
and have paucnu: wuh him — and he

- wdl make .u"’

To The Walh

Lc‘( s face faus Is it really absurd to

be a Christian? To some pcoplc of )

course, it is. But . us, it is not.
- We have ‘the REAL truth. This is it.

- There ig no(hmg clse. Don’ ¢ give it up

for a handful of nothing, as hszu did.
The carly apostles were so convinced

of the reality of God’s Kingdom that -

they rejoiced even when they were:
whipped, beaten and thrown in prison.

Even so, when trials, tests and crou--

bles scem to take you right to the wall;

then realize thac the very fact thac you . .
are at the wall is proof that you arc one
. of God’s children béing prepared fot:

. . A
L. : e

‘mind,

_'sccmg we- also arc a
" with -sp great a-cloud of wttncsscs let
".-u$ lay asidc cvery ‘weight, and the sin’

- sin.

the World Tomorrow! Yes, it is proof.

Trials don’t always come as 2 sudden
gngannc cataclysm. They can be 2 prob-
em you wrestle with in your own
that no other human ever
knows. They might seem to carry you
to the very breaking point! You may

- wonder how much longer you can.
hang on, .you may be down on your

knees praying, meditating, looking for
an answer — a way out — and sud-

denly you realize why this trial has.

" come upon you. Then you say to your-

sclf, “Because I am 2 son of God, it’s
nght that I be tried. Because the Bible
says, “Coupe ic all joy, my brechren,
when you ‘mect various trials’ ” (James

S 1:2, RSV,

Remember Peter’s words: “For it is a

finc thing if 2 man endure the pain of -

undeserved suffering because God s in

" his thoughts. What credic is there in
“fortitude when' you. have done wrong

and arfc beacen for it But when you have
bebaved woll and suffer for it, your forti-
&ude 15°a fine thing in the s1ght of God. To
that you were called, because Christ suf-

- fered on your behalf, and thercby left

you an cxample” (i Pet.
NEB). ,
Jesus saw. trials in the nght per-

spective He didn’t fight back carnally

2:19-21,

- in His lite. He didn't accuse, He didn't

stm moveiments  and campaigns o
“get- cven” with someone. He under-
stood why He had to go through trials,
s0 He endured: them all.
Can You follow His cxample — and

. ovescome cvery trial with resolution
.and absolute trusting faith in God?

Nouce chrcws 12: L-4 “\W hercfore
p&sacd about

which doth so easily beset us, and let
us run with pauence the race ‘that is sct

‘beforc us, looking unto Jesus the -au-
“ thor and finisher of our faith; who for -

the joy that-was set before hxrp endured

the cross, despising the shame, nand is

s down ar’ the rghic hand of the
(hl'onc of God. For consider him that
endured such (ontradiction of sinners
against himself, lest ye be wearied and
faint in your minds. Yc have not yet
resisted unto blon striving  against

”»

Go on! JEngure! Cginsidcr Jesus who

.~

L

endured such contradiction’ of sinners,

such adversaries, such ridicule, re-
" proach, scorn, abuse — you have' not
. yet endured the same degree of infamy. ™

Brethren, don’t. faint when your:
mind is stretched fo ‘the limit. Don’t
faint when your back is to the wall.
God tests and spanks every son whom
He dearly loves (verse 6). These things
arc necessary so that we may become
“kings, priests and governors in the God -
Kingdom, and rule with justice, wis-
dom, compassion and patience.

Let’s lift up our hands which hang
down and the fecble ' knees - which
somcgimes knock togéther (verse 12).
Let’s put our minds on the truth and,
_the reality of what life is all about, and
not ‘be tumed aside from our purposc
and losc our heritage.

Let's rededicate our lives as LIVING
SACRIFICES for 'God's Work, and pre-
pare to receive the future “big payoff”
which God wants to give us!

.

Readers Say...

(Continued from inside fromt cover)
mocher and I kept takihg it from eachocher
to read it first. Well, anyway, 1 )uu finished
reading Mr. Armsuong s article; “"Are We-
Ashamed of God's Truth?” and 1 must say
Xhat I was so happy 1 started crying, I'm 17

Lcan old and cotering my senior year in .

igh school. 1've planned to go to Ambassa-
dor cver since I can remem When we
weat to keep God's Holy Days l :lwayl got
tired of saying, “"We went on vacation.” So
about two ycars ago 1 started telling them
the truth about where 1 went and why.
I couldn’t belicve what happened; all my
fricads say, “Wow! That's really neat!” So

. -naw tverybody at school knows I.go to

 chutch onSaturday and kecp the Huly Days *

and 1 have loty morc friends than 1 did rtwo

" years ago. 1 discuss Ambassador College -
with them opéanly, and’ ic makes me focf 2

* ot betrer. Aﬂlcmuyutlutl(htnk(:ods
brethren are going to be much haPpu:r and
successful sigce Mr. Anm(mqg s article’
_ This is dchaitely God's Church; and 1.am
very fortunate to be a

blessed mc with so much, cspecially loving

. Eurnm My father isn't in the Church, but o
mentioned to me the other day how -
lucky 1 was 0 belong to a group like the

Chuich. | can’t possibly say all I want, and -
, how happy Goda Chutch has made me.
N Daysoa,
LA » Ncwdn
1 have just complered rcadmg the April-
June Gogp NEews, add had to ‘writc and '
express my feclings oo chis issuc. Person-
ally, I chink it is the best yet chnu
every article was inspinag and excitiog fy
md lxmmlymsdcmumdd:c

4 ¢

ot of. it. God has

.




onrk in the Philippines; and oux".dlity and
- privilege in working for God on our job, it

stitred the spirit with A Mcssage to Gar-
cia.” Not forgetting, of course, the bnes on

. willpower, meditation and Biblc: 1.Q.

But the ane that impressed me the most
was the article by Garoer Ted, “Are We,
Ashamed of God’s Truth?” This really has
given cach one of us somcthing to do, in
presen:in'g'oursdvcs as a light to ¢he wor

- and in displaying the PT morc ofeaR. It
. certainly ‘makes one desife to kiiow God's

‘Word more thuroughly to give an answer
when asked. 1 just want to thank you and

* all the seaff for such'a tremendous issue and

I pray you will be able to keep it up.
_England

It has been made clear that the Work of

- God has come to the sign of “full speed

ahead.” I have been watching out for that
on the world scene, but as I read the Goop

" NEws I fecl a stir and 2 movement inside of

me, and | hope and pray that 1 can continue

" to-be part-of that Work. Thank you, cdi-

tors, for that love and. motivation. The
April-June edition of the Goob News has

- also made me aware of the teamwork and -

closcly knit arucles that magnify the overall
purposc.... ’ :
: W.C., Elk Grove,
Ulinois

Mr. Armstrong, 1 thank all who have
written articles in the Goop News of April-
June. Each onc of them was very necessary
and cncouraging. Plcase thank Mr. Huot-
ing for his well-cxplained article about thé
purpuse of public miracles, We, as God's

gotten ones, have proven (I hope by
now) that GGod 15, was, and always will be.
Each day and’ cach’ minuté of dur lives in
thig world at this preseng time is a miracle.
God ‘gave ui' Hus Spirit and we have His

- 'Word. I see miracles of God's creation as 1

live 1n a farm-style of life. Everytime I put ]
my foot out of the door I sec life all ground

. me whach are miracles. - *

BT, Kenniard,
" Texas

‘The articdes 1 ¢he “April-June Goon

" NEiws were very good. The onc-on public

misacles was so impressive and so vial 1o -

“our understanding This subjett has puz-

zled mhany, and | dunk e 1s clear now. why
thére hiven't beca more publsc miracles —

" eapecrally speviaculai healing miracles. We

are very thankful o all who werk so. dily-

- geatly 0 serve God and our people and w
7 " get this méssage to che wholé world |

~ AM, San -‘l)u:gb.
Califgenss

Thank you so much for Al ol the tremen-

* dous astscdes in the Goud News magazne.
-1 was especially glad fo find the arficlc,
" "What I3 the Purpose of Pubju Mreacles?”
. 1 have often wondered about this over the

past ten - yeand and wondeced of It was
“lack of faithf aur pars. ar Violdin
back” on the pact of the guaistérs Now 1
am 10 glad w koow the real adawers

Mr. A;‘ Mo. EV.W, Farmeraville,

- | ws  FILE WW “ ,u,,.;,mu, .

ENVOY!

The new 1973 ENVOY is still
available. The: price per copy is
$7.50. The reduced price is possi-
ble due to savings on production
costs. . N

The number of pages and the size

of the new yearbook-is the same

as the previous two editions.

Also, the usual high standards in

materials selection and printing
" quality have been maintained.

To order: send your remittance
(payable to "The ENVOY") with
the.order coupon and env_elobe in
your April-June GOOD NEWS.
* Or, simply address your envelope
in care of the ENVOY Depart-
ment to ensure quick processing.
Your yearbook will be shipped to
you b); returnmail upon receip
of your order. - :

N

I muss. confess that I've written few let.
“ters to you of this nature. [ tecl indebted,
- howcv(f. 0 writre yuu LONnC Clhll)s our

church magasnine To completely cxpress
, my thuughu would cesult 1n many para-
. &rapbs Tl just keep it bret and try w sum
At up by saving that the-Goon Niwy maga- .«

- zine has been vac of the greatest bicssings

1 my (onverted life :

Many were ‘the upiea | ve sdt dowp and
read, reread, meditaced upon, shed toars
over. laughed aboyt; became uplitted from,

—and discussed” with ather bréthren the well
_wrtten and” inboemative irticfes - contained
.therein — dat to, menvon the matiy legter .
- excespts troan athers whor shace. lgcliqﬁ .

Il conclude by gratetully¥saving thanks

to all who have mad¢. this ppaibice, and .

- agking you o hech tlrs ‘viluable magazsne

coming o the boges ot it readers:
ot . MY, (mxb}u}uf_ -ms:_.‘ .
- : - Peopdyivania
, ¥ o
The Aprd Junc issue ol the Goop Niws
was %0 wspiiog-that 2 nete to thank all of
thoac coaponmble fOr his saye just had to
be written [herg 13 50 muth spioatual foud.

- emuugomenUJguidecling and inspirauon

cramamed incofhe 32 pages that | could aot
r,\n it dowa for angyipatng. the next article.’
s will be used ss 1 spuritual gusdcline to

-carich my spiritual lifc daily, and hopefully
those .contacted each day. )
L.M., Houston,
Texas

It seems like the last two issues of the
Goop NEws are the best we have ever re-
ceived! The articles are really what we aced
on how to grow and just plain live, The
articles on the foreign Work arc also out-

. 'stapding — thank you for them.

Mr. & Mn. EJ., La Junm,
Colorado

Thanks, friends, for all the hard work
that wente into the April-Junc Goop News!
Over the past few wecks, I had been allow-
ing myself to fall into a critical, icritable
artitude. I even surted skipping the vital
+food of Bible study and praycr. As we all
'know, this only made the situation worse.

Upon receiving the Goon News, |
soaked 1t up from cover to cover The 1n-
spired coateats within hfted me’ up (atter
smashing me down to repentance first) and

* showed me that 1 had w0 stop dwelling on

mysclt I want to thank you with all my
hcart for the guidance. and love and
‘thoughsfulness you all put mco the contena -
— rost assured that chey accomplished the |
. g0al you bad is"mind From me personaily.
thaaks for forang me down on my kaces 10
repentance and thanksgiving! )
: : DS,
’ Colorado

I have been a member ot God's Church
for lcss than a ycar and have only six issucs
of the Goob News Though I have oaly six
of them. they have certamnly been inspining
and iastructuve — cspeuially the arudes
about God's people 1n other parts of the
world and the problems they must (ontend
with It make our own problems here in
Amcrica seem small by omparison  Please
-keep all these inspiring human interest arn
cles comung, as well as the great arnddes on
different aspects of Chrisiian bving
: R H.. Pont Arthur.

. Texas

.1 would Like 10 thank you tor the arudle
1o the last Goon News. How Important 1s
Your Willpower” by Stephen Marun |
reslly ofeded thiy mtormanoan. and | know.
1t will be of help b me 10 the fugure | abso
“enjuyed the vac on Mednaton by Lieurge
-Riee” Also. How w lac tease Your Bible
1Q by Hugh E Wilsoa All of the articles

- are woagertul. and | 'pray God will help ‘me

to grow-1n His kaowledge from them So
thaok you again. : ’
Lo .M., Hamilioa,
) .. - Ohio
My greatest thanks and appreciation for
the ApnlJune Goon News T've puse com
lewed réading every anticic . 1 kpow |
Kavcu( digested 1. o Il reread cach onc

. more stowly., add derecmine 10 use cach one

[ rnyc« and grow up a fot more ~— hope.
fully 1 sult aeed and appreciate the Goon
INEws, just bike 1 did before we were abicvo
sgeend local services weckly

: LE., Tazewcll,

Vigginia
. (4

’




