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{'Millions know. the. st::/ of |
““The Great Disappoint ot

when a denomination set a

. spcclflc date for Christ’s return
— only to see the date pass,
and their hopes frustrated. Mil-

| lians know the Bible contains .
* -+ much prophecy,

but fallible
.humans have time .and again

| misinterpreted prophecies of
' the Bible: setting dates for

specific events — only to see
" those dates come and go with-
out any prophetic fulfiflment!

| -Does. this mean prophecy is

-fallible? Or does it only .mean

- that human beings have been

all tao prone to use prophecy
as a badge of their'own credi-
bility, only to ‘see their. inter-
pretations fail? It's time you
knew the truth about the su-
rest prophecy of all .— . and
know it is not an mur—
pratation of any man.

- NwE scene is the United Natnong .
I' General Assembly.

Speaking before the as- -

sembled dignitari¢s from nations all

over the world, the Sccretary Gen- .
| efatl is soberly summﬁnzmg several
.| days’ lengthy speeches. Those ad-

" drésses have covgred the incredible
| crunch of the population explosion,

.global pollution, the energy crisis,
the worldwide economic crlsns the
thréatened trend‘toward new’ inter-
“national alliances’and the- breakup
of old ones, and the ominous mili-
Aary bu\l’;nps by several of the ma:
jOl‘ powers .

_body through the trym

by Gamcr Ted Arms'rong

Peace has been the topxc How to

_achieve peace in a ‘world -of chaohc
unrest, squalor, disease,” ﬁlth pov- |

erty, and the threat of war. *

At the final “thwack” of the gavel .

the Secretary General takes the ros-
trum, and all eyes are fixed on his

graying head as he faces the huge.

-assembly of mtemanonal represen-
tatives.

“Gentlemen,” he begms “we -

have been assembled here to assess
the accomplishments of this greas
eriod fol-
lowing World War IL, in attempting
to -achieve a peaceful world where

all mankind may realizé the fullest |
- benefits of ‘personal and nauonal

development.
, “We have heard through thc am-

menta| problems facing all nations;

facing this body; facing humanity

itself. - -
“It is my gravest and most

.-ously. considered opinion...,” he

continues in a voice rising with emo-
tion, causing a greater quiet to de-
scend on the, big room, “. .. that
only one great event can ever save
-this world from the spectre of nu-
clear war..
encd intcrcsl are exchanged;

members of the press lean forward,
check their tapg recorders to insure

they are running properly; the U.N,

secretaries pause momemanly from .

What is he about w'uy? o

“basggdors to the United Nations a -
oo;%te summary of the monu-

™ Glances of sharpy -

 Evenif you don't bellevé oo |

TS STLL enma

“say something really different this
. time-— or-will jt only be another of

_the endiess speeches about the U.N, -

itself, or “brotherhood and coopera-
tion among nations,” of “multi-lat- -

- eral diminution- of the arms race,”

: tesnng.
‘mand for greater support from the.

“absojte cessation of nuclear

ith inspections,” or “de:

big powers for the United Nations™?

A few yawns are barely stifled as

tired dignitaries shift position,

glance at their watches,'and wonder

whether they're goirtg to be late to.

thelr luncheon date. .
.. That only one great - event

can ever sdve: this world from the | - -

spectre of nuclear war, wherein
more than half of all mankind
would surely dic — and thar grear

. eveny is the return of Jesus Christ of
_Nazareth to this earth!”

'I’h. Obvious Rm'ion .
A npplt. of laughter softly flows

._"khmugh the big room, as dignitaries
. shift positions, ‘cross and uncross
- legs, look at one another incredu- |

Y

lously, doodle on note- paper, and

wonder howthe Sccretary General

- of the United Nations cver came. in

cohtact with some idiotic, “pie-in-
the-sky” idea such as that, - -

Has he gone crazy? Since when
has the Secretary General of the
United Nations taken up with
Amcrican fundamentalist “religion]
Reporters snatch up recorders and

. notes, and dash to ¢xits and waiting

telephones. ' The AIro-As;an bloc
stands, almost as onc, and begins

. ._ulsnly and purposefully striding to-
Mmda speculate. M;ps hevnﬂ o

(Cwmuued on pagc 3)
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'The ond Cbmlng
’ of Christ NT

Acts 1:9-11 “And when he had spoken these things, .
while they beheld, he was taken up:. and a cloud re- :

.y‘

OT

Mal. 3:1 -2+Behold, I will send my messenger, and he

" shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom

ye seck, shall suddenly come to his'temple, even, the
messenger of the covenant. . .. But who may abldc the
Jday of his coming? And who shall stand when-he ap-
pearcth‘hFor he is hkc a reﬁner s fire, and:like fullers’

" soap.”

Jer. 23:5 “Behold, the days-comg, saith the Lord, that ]
will raise unto David-a righteous Branch, and a King

shali reign and prosper. and. shall execute judgment

and justice in the earth.”

. Dan. 7:13-14 1 saw in the night visions, and behold
one like the Son of man came with the clouds of

heaven, and came to the Ancient of days . . . And there
was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom,
that all people, nations, and languages, should serve
him his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which
shall not pass away ...."

Psa. 9613 “Before the Lotd: for he cometh, for he
cometh 1o judge the carth: be shall Judgc the *orld
with nghteousness. and the pu)plt. with his truth

Isa. 40-10°"Behold, the Lord (:o&" will come with
strong hand, an
hus reward 1s with him, and his work, before him.”
Micah | 1 "For, behold. the Lord cometh forth out of

‘hs place. and will come *down, and tread upon the.

high places of the earth:”,

Isa. -26 21 “For. behold, the Lord oumcth out of his
place to punush the inhabitants of the earth for thewr
iquity the cagth also shall disclose her. blood. and
shall no more cover her slain™

Isa 13 9-11 “Behold, the day of the Lord cometh,

cruel buth with wrath and ficrce anger. 1o lay the land . |

desulase And I will punish the world for thesr
el 7

Zech 14 1.4 Behold, lhv: day of the Lord oumclh and
thy spail shall be divided 1n the midst of thee. For 1

.wili gather all nations aganst Jerusalem to bate o,

And hus feet shall stand w that day upon the. Moun( of

.

"+ Ohives
Job 19 23 “For | know that m\r rcd(.emcr hvcth and
. that he shall stand af the latter day upbn the carth ™

is arm shall rulre for hum  behold.

Dan 2.34.35 “Thou sawest ull that a stone was ¢t out -

without hands, which smote the image upon his feét

. that “were of won®and clay, and brake them lo

picces . and the stonc that smote the lmagc hecamc
a great mounmn. and filled tbc whulc canh "
_5“ »
3 M --v
. . " [y
Y - .
4 _
- R

ceived him out of their sight....this same Jesus,

_ which is taken up frem you into hcgven,:shall 5q come-

in like' manner as zhnve seen him go into heaven.”
Heb. 9:28 “So Ch

pear the s¢cond time without sin unto salvation.”
1 Cor. 11:26 “For as often as ye eat this bread and.

drink thns cup, ye- do shew the Lord’s dcath il he

come.’
I Pet. 5:4 “And when thc chlcf Shepherd shall appear,

ye shall receive a cfown “of glory thal fadeth‘ not :

away.” )

Luke 12: 3740 “Blcssdd are those servants, whom (he

Lord when he cometh shall find watching ... Be ye .

_therefore rcddy also: for the Son of man wmelh atan
_hour when ye think not.” '

‘I Cor 45 “Therefore judge nolhmg bc!ore the time!
wntll the Lord come, who both will knng to-hight the
hidden things of darkness, and will muke manifest the
counsels of the hearts- and then shall cvcry man have
praise of God "

Mait 26 64%.  Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man
sitting on the nghl hdnd\of power, and wmmg in lhe
clouds of heaven ™

" Matr' 24 27 “For as the hghlnmg cometh out of lhc

cast. and' shincth even unto the west, so shall aLso the
coming of the Son uf man be.”

Mau 15 27 “For the Son of man shall come n thc
glory of his Father with his angels, and then he. sh&li -
reward every man according to his works ™

Mau 24 30 “And then shall appear the sign of the
Son of mann heaven. and then shall all the lnbcs of

the carth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man -
. comuing in the clouds of hcaven with powei hnd grcat

glory ” )

Luke 926 “Far whosoever shall be ashamed of me

and of my words,.of him shall-the Son of man be
ashamed, when he shall come n his'own glory. and in
his Father's; and of the holy arigels ™

. d Thes 4 16-17 “Forthe Lord humaell shall dcw:nd

from heaven with a shous, with the voice: of the arch-
angel. and with the trump of (iod and the dead m
Chnist shall nse first. then we which are alive and re-
main shail be caught up wgelher with them in the

- clouds, to meet the Lord 1 the awr: and so shall we

) ,;ff}bcwuhmcl,ocd” .
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t was once offered to bc‘ar the éihs o
of many; and unto them that look for him shall he ap- -

.
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uddhism, Taoxsm or Con-

imist, or holding with tribal reli-

international body propose such a
to wonder if the poor man has suf-

plainly demonstrate their in-
dignation at this terrible effrontery;
that someone could inject religion —
and at least what would seem to be
Protestant, American; fire- and-,
brimstone,* " second-advent, Bible-
thumping religion af that — into the

gest problems facmg mankind.

with several at the main dais stand-
ing in smzﬁ@;ts gesticulating and
wildly wiving hands. The Secretary
" General’s cheeks are red, as he is
confrbnted by several dther leaders

manding an explanation. -

The throngs head_for the exits,
while the Sccretary General's wife,
‘who was scated .in the place of

. honor, is slumped in her chair, with

"] an aide vainly dipping his handker-

chief into a water pitcher-in futile
attempt to restore her to. conscious-

| pess after her dead faint following

her husband’s shocking words
Shouts of disbelief and anger afe
followed - ‘by pushing matches newr
at least two of the exits, which, on
one occasion, erupts into a fistfight

their Arabic robes and two *
tums

‘Unlikely? -

Sure it 'is! That is: nts nnhkcly
the Sccretary General of the United
Nations would ever make such 4
statement in public, or, for that mat-
ter, in private cither ~ bul if he

- should, then the reaction is. very

likcly tboughlhclwvclh%“ﬁn/

| ‘ward the exits. After all, they are ;_
- ‘mostly cither the. major ‘Oriental ".
faiths, such as Hinduism;, - Shintoism,
Cianiism, or perhaps Muslim or :
gns or CqmmumSm (and there- -
" To\hear a. leader of a respected~ i

ridiculous solution to world.affairs is

fered a stroke. But at least they can -

formal speech in this vast assembly, -
bg_;xcludmg days upon days of the -
most serious discussions of the big- |

The meeting is obviously over —

who instantly surround him. de-,

between two. Muslims dressed xn"

.

.

dersta,ted the actual eh
would occur. el

To seriously - suggestu'
Christ of Nazareth ‘is this:

telligentsia and upper-dlplomat(c
circles of the world, and would, for
all practical purposes, ruin his fu-
ture political and diplomatic career,

just as surely as a Justice Départ-"

ment indictment! He would. proba-
bly be called “insane.”

But this is no new reaction to bold-
assertions of impending divine in- |.

tervention. - .

As one ad on TV goes, “They
laughed at Fulton, at the Wright
brothers, etc.,” and, to.be sure, the
millions* have chuckled; ‘cliortled,
sniffed, and sneered, or laughed
openly at either the loud Bible-belt

. sermons warning of Jesus’ nnpend-

ing return, or the more-polished as-
sertions of some such futuristic
event in the. more-cultured tones of
accepted evangelists who are recog-
nized by heads of state.

Even during Jesus’ day, when He
said He would heal the girl whom
He claimed was “.. inot dead, but

. sleepeth,” the people “laughed hrm

to scorn” (Matt. 9:24).
Since when,.do people believe

. God?

- When does the general public, let
alon ovemments BELIEVE biblical
prophecy? And, more importantly,
since when daes. whether men be-
lieve .or pot believe determine the
outcome of prophecy? .

Daes the dishelief,
the powe# ‘of God?

Daes the fulfillment of bzbhul
prophecy — the SUREST prophecey of
all — that of the return of a glori-

man ncgate

“fied,, all-powerful Jesus Christ of

+"Nazareth to this carth to rule it with

a rod of iron, totally depend upon .

.the number of humag beiogs whe
ulmutoly bclievc-m

world’s o
only -kope_ for world peace’ places
one in the position of “religious :
fanaticism,” instantly destroymg his *
credibility a8 a member of the in- '

watch hopmg against - Jw that‘
- fore; ‘and...more.. of the. chnrdms.
evangelxsts, mlssnouanes, and ' vari-
ous denominations dnd sects can ﬂ- :

- nally learn to cooperate together, so

“that a brand-new wave of second-
advent evangelism can sweep the
%earth until finally' there: will be' a
sufficient number expecting His re-

- turn, that He will say, “All right

then, they have talked me into it™? * |
- Again, can we get the point?
 Whether this article convinces

" ydu or not about the surest proph-

ccy. in the entirety of your Bible
makes no difference whatsoever to |
Jesus-Christ of Nazardth, except as
it may involve His own personal de-
sires where your life, your happi-
ness, and your future are concerned.
Your rejection or acceptance bib-
lical truth does not alter the

plan of God one whit. . .

God’s Word makes this eminently
clear — He has said, “Let God be
true, though every man be found a
liar.” Ged also says, “I change not,”
and “My purpose shall stand”!

Please belicve one thmg! The -
combined thousands of sermons,
whether screaming, sobbing, gasp- -
ing and wheezing, or whether se-
date, carefully prepared, and
intellectually stimulating; the tens®
of thousands of ceremonies ‘occur- -
ring in churches all over the world;
the missionary efforts; the millions -
upon miillions of tons of printed lit-

- eraturé; the combined efforts of all .
evangélical preaching and teaching
from the time of Jesus to this day

~do Not repmsent God’s own” per-

sonal struggles and God's “WEST EF- .
FORT" to prepare this world for the'
socond coming of Jesus Christ!. - ]
* Perhapé. you should read - that

again! Jesus Christ of  Nazareth

" speaks 10 you with authority from - | -
. His Word — and tells you He has | " -
‘nottaedwavcthuwoﬂd- :

a

‘the
Put.cnd uotu-yingm' ._veit
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THE HOPE OF MANKIND - f

- by Raymond F. McNair

. What is mank)’hd’s’ true hope?. -

s it an :mmortal existence in .
heaven — looking on God’s
face throyghoul eternity? Or is
the hope of the Christian a res-
urrection to eternal life —-and
_rulership in the Kingdom of
God through endless ages?

N

vuay, Chnstanity is divided |

I o liegally hundreds of
secty and denominations -

with many interpretations about
Wfe. death, and the hereafter '

But why should there be so many ’

differeat ideas regarding man’s af- ]

© térhfe? Why should thére be such a
sldlc ol confusion rcgardmg what
- the reward of the Christian really is?
Why do so many believe they are
(or hdve) an immortal soul which
-survives death n heaven, limbo,
_paradise of hell? : :
“The biblical teaching on this sub-
ject of man - what he 1. his pur-
posé 1 this e, his desuny and how-
to reach (hal dcmny - 18 cryslal R
* clear :

Isn’t 1t high ume lhal we ch.arcd
away the cobwebs of .denomina- .
tional and sectarian confusion and .
lovked into the Word of God 1o see -
what it*says about man’s ultimate
destiny -- and how he is-to attain
thal goal" '

~

*

-thought,

A Common 'Aswmpﬁon
Asa young boy I'was laugh( by
my parems by churchmen, teachers

and others, that-we weré born with
tmmqr{aluy, and that’ every belsever )

~in Jesus Christ was desuned for

heaven ~ way up beyond the
clonds: I fully believed this.
Aike. all others  who cac-
vepted Christ, | would some day By
to heaven and live-there forever
Concurrent with this 1ded that 1
was immortal, or that | had an -
mortal soul soméwhere in me. 1 also .

" heard a great deal about a resurréc

tion of the dead. These two concepts.
seemed, eveh to.my young mind, 0
be contradictory. If 1 were immoridl,
then why would l nccd w be resur- ,’
rected?

. ) . .
. . e
N N r 1Y
! [ | N

1c

I found lhal men had NATIOUS o

.ideas to allcmpt to rewnulc thw’

~ o

paradox. Some taught that at death

. the righteous go off immedialely to-%

“to hell, where these immortal souls

thewrr reward in hmbo, paradise .or
heaven, but the wicked go instantly

~would burn forever and ever.

‘Notice how_firmly, this same idea
of an “lmmortal soul” way fiskd. in
the mind of Benjamin Frankhn. In
his autobiography, Frankhp -tells
that he once considered starting his:
own “sect,” to be called. “The $o-
ciety of the 'ree and. Easy.” He'taid
his “mtended creed™ for th.Ls new .’

i
..;




. . religion”was t0.contain what he be-
lieved to be “the essertials of every

of “essentials™. included .a ‘belief i in
" the 1mmortalny of the soul. -
““That’ there is -one God, who

“.world by his provxdcncs i
the soul is immortal. And that God
- wilh ccnaml_y reward virtue' and

- ter.” :
To the best of my mcmory I was
- taught as -a child-that at death you
-0} xmmedlatcly to"your reward (usu-

CCally to hell fire} and remain there
" unul’thé final Judgment Day. On
thns day-the souls of the righteous in
hcdvcn and those in hell were sup-

urrected bodies - where they: ‘would

.- they were saved ordost.. -

" death h@ve been promujgatcd
porldnl quemon
T14:33)., . -l N

Where did lhese unscnptural

"nate? When 1 began’ studying ‘the
Bible dlhgt.mly { found it did not

‘same mmm(cm teaching, rcgardmg

- tiny: -~ in bo&h thc Ola and Ncw
Tutamcms :

. e ﬁgnﬂen Belief in 0.
C e ©. 7 Resurrection * -

TR TR

.‘

Bufonﬁ ‘we. go 1o the Bible, let us
_ bretl y sée what&ome of the ancients
N (ﬂughl on this subject.

A8 4l
KXY

NS ey

- empty tombs of sonie.of the ancient
o - -Egyptian Pharaohs in lhc«Vallcy of
| - -the Kings, near Luxor,: Egypt. I was
it surprised to se¢ that Egyptiap hier-
€. . oglyphics on the walls of the Pha-
T raohs’ icted a rising up (or
Lo “resurrection) to life..after death..
But how could those ancient

-

DRV

 known religion.” Notice how his List .

_fadeall things. That he governs.the’
. That |~

pumsh vice, cnther here or hereaf-_
ally in-h¢aven) or punishment (usu.

T poacd 10 be reunited with their res-

o “ther share the "joys (of “pains) of’
SN etemny - d«,pcndmg upon whether'

: o i Do Let's face 1t. A lot ofcomradxclory :
B ideas regarding whiat happens after,
!

Thcrc is much. confusion on this im-"’
- and “God is not -
: the-author of - wnhxsxm" (I Cor -

mntuacd wdcas’ abont whit mdg is |
.. and hi§ ultimaté deanny really. ongx- ’

w}'al man iy - and what’is his des- [

A fow “years ago, l. visited the

GOOD NEWS Docdhhm 1973

_> Egyptians, steepcd in paganism and—

aut off from the truth of Almighty

""God; have known the truth about .

the resurrection? This puzzled me.

Kig' Tut (Tutankhamen) was |-
buried in a most. elaborate tomb.
- His reinains were later removed.dnd .

placed in’ the Cairo Museum, along

with many articles and " artifacts.”

(chairs, table, bed, etc.), where they
have since been viewed by millions. -

‘But why did these Pharaohs make
such elaborate” burial preparations,

including having their dead bodies |
. mummified? The snmple answer is"’

‘that they believed in, an dﬁerlle

“when they would open their eyes in-

-a resurrection. Then they would be

able to enjuy all"of these material .|

objects (including, - in some in:
stances, food) at. the very mslant of

their resurrection. .

'But wheére did the ancient, pagan®

. Egypnans learn this truth? The

Biblé or history does not reveal this *
.clearly. Noah knew about ‘the resur-

_ rection. o did his-sons Shem, Japh-*
“eth’ and’ Hdm - and the Egyptians

descended from Mizraim, the son of
-Ham. S0 you can see why the Bgyp—
tians were not.ignorant of this truth, -

.. But we also must femember that
- the “patriarchs Abrabam (who be-|

lieved in the resurrection  see Heb.

-11:#9:35). Jacob, and Joseph (Pha-
- raoh’y Primi¢ Munister), had spent
. -many years in Egypt. Since the pa-
contradict itself, Rathor: T found the |

triiarchy understood. that God would
resurrect the dead, 1t is pussible that

. even they may have communicated

this truth o the. Egyptians.
immortality and -ﬂn Gnckl

* Notice whdb\lhc famous historian,
Edward Gibbon, in_his The Decline

- and Fall of the Roman Empire, has

*to say about the development of the
idea of man's immortal soul:
“Thewnitings of Cicero rcprucnl
in the most lively colours the igno-
rance, the errors, and the uncer-

taipty of the ancient philosophers

with regard to the immortality of the
soul ... . the philosophers who trod
in the footsteps of. Plate deduced a
very unjustifiable conclusion, since
they asserted, not only the future

...

immortality, biit the past eternity of - -

the human soul...” (The Modern. .

Library Series, New York, Random. .

‘House, I, 15; 2 Pp- .398-399).
Then Gibbon shows -how the be-
lief in an 1mmortal ‘soul came to be.

. looked upon as “truth.” “The im-

portant truth “of the mmonahty of
-the soul ‘was inculcated with more
'diligencé as well as success in India,
in-Assyria, in Egypt;
Gaul .

"of Providence, when we discover
that the doctrine of the. unmortahty
of the soul is omitted in the“law of
Moses .. (ibid,, pp. _400-401,)

How did this belief affect the Jew- -

ish people?, Gibbon says thai the -
Sadqlucecs “rejected 4he immortality
_of the soul as an opinion that re-
“ceived no countenance from the di-

’ vine book™ (ibid., p- 402): He thcn
IR adds ‘that *

‘the 1mmortallty of ‘the
soul became the _prevailing senti-:
. ment of the synagogue under the
s reign of the Asmonaean princes and
ponuﬂ"s ’

““Their [the Jews’] zeal, however
added nothing to its evxdcnce, or.-
even probability; ‘and “it was still
necessary that the doctrine’ of life
and ‘immortality, - which had been
dictated by nature, appmved by .

and in ..
. It is incumbent on'usto
-> adore the mystenous dispensations

.

reason, and received by superstition,

" should obtain, the sanclivn of dnvmc
truth frofn the [so-wlled] authomy
“and example of Christ” (ibid.).

But Christ, by teaching and ex-

amplc never gave credeénce to the -

spurious doc‘lnnc of the- |mmortaluy
of the soul. K
But what abou( the Greeks? Thcy

- and ather ancient pedples did -not

believe in a resuirection. Thgy be-
lieved man had an immortal soul

-, within him, and.when he died this - ,

soul went off to some place of afler-
life. It was thig Hellenistic idea of an
immortal soul which later in-
- fluenced the beliefs of some of the
“Jewish people. and many professing
Christians.  ~

: But, remember, this idea of man
being immortal, or having an im-

. mortal soul, did not come from God
. or His Word. It came directly from

P
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" later editions of the Encyclopaedm.‘
y '_Bmanmcu . .

’_‘the pagam' ‘For proof of thls look ‘

up this subject in any good encyclo-

" pedia. For example, check .the ar-

" ticle ““Eschatology” - in. any “of the

Do Souls Dio?

What does the Bible teach about_
man" What happens to him "at’
" .death? Is'man. an immortal eoul"

‘We are- told,” “The Lord God.

" formed ‘'man_of the dust of ‘the
" ground, and breathed into his nos-.

" . trils ‘the breath of life; and m.m b_cv-
.~ came @ living soul” (Gen. 2: 7).

~Man was created a“living soul”

‘(chrcw ‘Aephesh);  but it does ‘not..
““say that man was: created an immor- |

. tal soul. Rathcr it goes ‘on to show
" ¢ that. ' man ‘was' morial —. that he
‘. would “die” (Gen. 2:17), -

.+ . This word ‘nephesh (translated as-
 “soul™) xs also used mroughout the

* Hebrew “Scriptures to refer. .to the

o Smncth

'20

lower ercatures God had’ credted
.Can the soul die? “The soul that
it shall dle" (Ezek 184

n manyEnatanccs the Bible

,Spcdks of souls being kllled of thcm
dying and perishing..

- When-the New. I‘eslamem WIitérs
' quoicd the Old Testament’ passages .

" ‘.where ‘the word nephesh” (“soul”)
- was used, they..used the Greek

T,

.'equxvalanl psuché, meamng ‘a liv- |

-~ the soul (psuche)
. which is dble 10 desteoy both soul -
apd body. in hell [Gchenna lhe lake_

B ‘or ﬁrc]" (Mati. 10: 28)

.

ing beidg,” identical in mea_mng to
- the Hebrew word nephesh, '

Notice what Jesus 3aid regarding
“Fear_himi‘{God]

Mortal Mun

JQb quotmg Ehphaz, wrote:
“Shal morml man be more-just than

" 5God?” (Job#:17).And in Deuteron-

omy we aretold.that it was possible
for a man to “smite him [his neigh-
* bor] moctally. (hat he die”

“Inthe .New Tcstamcnt t'aul
tmght that @ Christian should fiot

le& sin mlc m his "morml bcxiy"“

Te

< ey -

(Deut..
19:11). "‘Momd" ineans that: which ’
« can. die. ' -
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(Rﬂm’. 6:12). He also spoke of a”’

Christian’s “mortal body” being
quickened or made alive (Rom.

8:11),

_At the . resurréction “thns mortal

.| ‘must put on tmmor:aluy"  Cor.
15753, 54). Paul spoke of Christians’ -

" bodies as “our mortal flesh” (II Cor.
.4;11). But he added that the time is

.coming (in. the future) when our
1. “mortality” will be “swallowed up

of [eternal] life” (1I. Cor. 5:4).

‘Paul was also inspired to pen. a-

promise of immortality: “To them
who by patient cortinuance i in well

" doing seek for glory and honour and

. ity. ‘Why? Go s immortal-’
“ 1y o give: “Whog eferring to
the King of kings — verse 15) hatl

Jmmortality”

immiortality, [they will be granted]
eternal .life” (Rom. 2:7).

. Did you notice. that man must
s_e'e'k, as a gift fiom God. imniortal-
ity. ‘Why? Only )
iy o give

2 (I Tim.  6:16). “Now
unto the King cternal, immortal, in-
yvisible, the only wise God, be ho-
nour and glory for ever and ever”

- (1 Tum, 1:17). .
Eternal life or -future lmmortahly T

was - nowhere - -offered  to - ancient

: Israel or 10 the Gentile pations dur-"
ing the Old.Testament period. But

God’s grace; His free gift of erernal

life, 15 now made manifest by the

dppcdring of our Suvmur Jesus

Christ, who hath- abolishéd death,
‘and hth brought /ife and immortal-

-iry 10" light- through the gospel”

- (1l Tun 1:10). .

.. la"Mcn Comcioés in Dedath?

ff man 1s mortal, not immortal,
then"what happens to him at death?.
PDoes his soul immediately waft off

*to heaven, 'hell or someplice whcrc

s

he is conscious; or does man go to
the grave (o “sleep™ unul the timg of
the resurrection?

D;.wxd was inspired o write: “His

{man’s] breath; goclh forth, he re- |

turneth 1o his earth; in that very day
his thoughis perish” (Ps 146:4). This
s¢ripture reveals that man ceases to
think at the time of his death.
David's son Solomon revealed
that “there is no werk, nor device,

_nor knowledge, nor -wisdom, in the

v

gravé [sheol), Whither thou goest” i
(Eccl 9:10).
This js the clear teachmg of your

. Bible from Genesis.to Révelation.

Man is mortgl. He will die. ¥h death~
he is as one who is “asleep,” await-
ing the resurrection. There is abso-
lutely no .mental or physical activity ~

in the grave! (Ps. 6:5; F15:17.)

* Numerous resurrections (back to -

" a physical life) are recorded wn the

Bible, but there is not one word

_about the dead having had any

knowledge of what occurred during
the interval when they were dead.
+Lazarus- had. been dead “four

days” (John 11:17), but was raised
from the dead by Jesus Christ. And
he had no knowledge or conscious-
ness'during that ‘period of ‘time —
rather he was as one in a deep sleep
— in. 4 state of .unconciousness.
Christ said: “Our friend Lazarus
sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake

1 him out of sleep” (verse 11).

Also, in our time, there have been
numerous -éxamples of people ‘ac-

‘tually brought back to life through

heart massage and electrical o/ drug
stimulation - after their hearts had
stopped for some time — yet no such )
person ever reported “having any
consciousness during the- ime when
he was technically “dead.”

Does science have the answers 10
explain what man is, what happens
at death, what man’s ultimate des:
tiny is to be, or how man can reach
that destiny? No, for ogly God can’

seveal the answers to- these vital

questions; and He has made known

this truth only in the Bible. . -

"What Is Man's Hope?
Man has no other hope heid out

to him — other than the hope of the
resurrection. According to the Bible,

‘this.is miin’s only hope.

Inthe next installment,. we shall
examine the scriptures pertaining to
the resurrection in, the Old Testa-
ment, and we shall see the biblical
proof that the resurrettion, _as‘
shocking as it may seem, is Old Tes-

tament theology as well as new.
- Don’t miss reading the next. article

in this three-pat series. . © O

.
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‘ness .

E book called “The Holy
I Bible” is the most maligned,

«criticized, and misused book -

ever compiled. “You can prove any-
thing by the Bible,” is a commonly
held belief. No volume in history

" -has ever been subjected to so*much -

scrutiny as this Book-of books. Is the
Bible really of any relevance irf the
20th century? Should you bother to
read and study #? Can it be relied
upon as an accurate guide for liv-

_ ing? These questions cry out for an-

swers in an age when seemingly

nothing is sacred. *

" What Is the Bible?

Is the Bible merely a collection of
Hebrew and Greek religious litera-
ture?'1s there more to the Bible than
simple human wisdom and folkiore?
Is there anythupg truly supernatural
about this ancient Book?

“All Scripture is given by in-
spiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for rcproof for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteous-
" explained. the Aposte
Paul to the Evangelist Tlmothy
(Il Tim. 3:16).

‘The words of* the Bible are in-
spired. by God

ation is 1o be vperated. ¢
God's written Word explains why
the Creator created human beings.

It instructs us how to live. It gives
instructions on how to handle emer- -

- they are “God- -
breathed.” The Bible is the word of .
" God in print. You might say it is the
" “Maker’s Instruction Book.” It is the
- manual -by-whijch the human cre-

by Brion Knowles -

gencies and breakdowns — both
physically and spiritually speaking.
‘*he Bible _explains how. any person

may realize his maximum potential -
“as'a human being - how he may
- achieve “self-actualigation.”

. Nor is the Bible an ordinary book.
It is unique in that it contains re:
vealed knowledge. It includes infor-
mation: than, could not normally

‘obtain by convenuonnl investiga-

tion. ,

- The motto of Ambassador Col-

lege sums up the real purpoge of the
Bible: The Word of God is the Foun-

_damm of Knowledge 1t is the basis
by which all other knowledge and.

phxlosophy may be evaluated. It is
'the standard, the only really reliable
point of reference. While the Bible
does not contain all scientific and
techrical kpowledge, 1t does contain

the philosophical basis for correctly

placing such’information in its nght
perspective.

. The Maker’s Instruction Manual_

. significance of the human chronicle.

helps crack open the understanding
of history. It sheds light on’the real

Neither history nor science can be
correctly understood without the re-

_vealed basis'of biblical light. Yet the
- Bible isy neither a science textbook

or a’comprehensjve history text.

- Human'behavior cannot be cor-

rectly ‘intzrpreted -apart from' the

Bibie. Why do we see evil? What is

sin? What 1s ‘good? What is normal

and what is deviant? Only the Word

of God can,supply the true answers = o

W thede hpartant questions. -
And what lies ‘aliead for. man-

Im)d" Will we survive the present

difecuon the human, race is taking?

Will there be a brighier day tomor- ¢

row -- or oblivion? The Bible re-

veals the answers to these-and other

crucial questions with wluch bu- -

mainty 15 faced.

e

The Nblo ~— o Deadly

: ‘w.opo\nl
" While the Word of God doc use
the term “two-edged sword™ in self-,
description, some unscrupulous men - *
have dsed it as a club over the heads «
of gullible. “believers' Dishonest
men,; claiming to represent God,
have twisted sciiptures to their own
ends and -advantage.. They have
capitalized on the ignorance of the
masses of .bibhcal illiterates. Peter
spoke of such individuals:

“Wherefore, beloved, seeing that

ye'look for such things [new heavens
and & new earth) be - dlhgem that ye
may be found of him in peace, with-
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~* out spot, and blameiess. And" ac-
_ count that the longsuffering of our
. Lord is salvation; even as our be-
loved brother Paul also according to
" tHe wisdom *given unto him hath
_written unto -y_oix; as also in all his
epistles, speaking in Yhem of these
things; in which. are some things.
~hard to be understood, which they
that are unlearned-and unstable
wrest, as they do also the other scrip.
: _‘rures unto. their own dmtrucuon
. (ll Peter 3:14-16). . -
"~ Notice, it 1. those who are un-
ledrneéd and unstable who twist scrip-
“tares! The word “unlearned™ 1
translated from the Gireek -amaiheis

" . which refers to sonreone who is rude

in knowledge and uninstructed Such

;. people are uneducated n what the

_ 3 Bibfe-really says. Thc) are unstabie

7k the taith of Jesus Chnist - laukm!.
"'a “solid- relanonship with God

© Secular education is not the cate

f1on .Mdll)., Highly educated men
scholars  of considerablé note
haiono_l truly understood the Bible .
even atier decades of study. Whole
commentartes have been wniten
without basic.understanding Mam
have been prevented from under

_standing  becduse they have ni
been Willing 10 be corretied by
Senpture (lETim 3 16) 7 A goend
understanding have all they that Jo
his wommandments”™ (Bs 111 1)
Those who read and-don 1 do uuh
ndcrsund' ST o

"n Soddvu“ Problem

This appears W have bein® the
problem with a proup of religiogs
leadérs i Christ's day known as the
Sadducees  The Sadduu:c were
men very learned. an. the formy of
Csontempogary  religion. Yot they
lacked undentanding with regard 1o
the doutrtfic of the resurrection of
the dcad They were rcasoinng weth’
Jesus about the mechanial dith -
culties of suth an exent The ac
count s guite’revealing )

“Then wome unto him the Sad
ducees, which say |hljn.’ 1o 1O fesus -
‘Tectes’ 7 {hey then asked Jesus
whose wile & woman would be if she,
had becn marned (G seven s

- many of

Ldhves Aot one’
.-gwyms ‘-“(cid lhis g jray thee; %‘d

GOOD NEWS Docomhr 1973

sive brothers. all of whom were de-
ceased. ‘esus was quick to isotate

their problem: “Do ye not therefore -

err, bécause ye know not.the scrip-
{tures, ‘neither the power of God?"
(Mark 12:18-24))

And as Matthew’s account puts it:
“Ye do err, not knowing the scrip-
tures” (Matt."22:29).

“While the: Sadducees were highly

‘educated by contemporary stan--

dards, they were actually unlearned

. in the Scriptures By the same token.

-

B e

scholars are uludly biblical ilister
ates’

~ Ihe Prophiet lumh offers an. ins

teresing cotmentary on the ques

_on of scholarship |

“And the v ison of all\(p_u 13 b
'-wamc untn you as the words of a
‘wisting that is sdaled whak nen
thet i jearned

Ne saith ) um'a ot ns rs beaded’

. vu;d 1hc \vmmg deiweim W M

nhday"\ (henlng‘lam and ..

. be the

 wmpie teuih of His Word? Cag ik
oY 4

" that is not learned” (Isa. 29:11-12,

Jewish Society Publication).

The real problem is the fact that
men pay lip service-te-God's way,
but are not really willing to simply
obey Him! Verse 13 points this out:

“Wherefore the Lord said. Foras-
much as this people draw near me
with their mouth, and with their lips

-.do honor me. but have removed
“ their heart far from me, and thew
. fear toward me is taught by the pre.

cept of men
Jesus Chnist later quoted this very
scrpture to show the Scnibey and
the Pharisees their real problem Al
the human_rhetorie. tradition and
teremony in the world 15 no sub

" stitulte for the pure truth of God -

Waord! Onlyv g knowledge ol and
obedience o the Bible will proside’
the real base needed ‘lur trug con
rersjonsand spinituality

The world of theology s n 4 waid
sate There are ds many theonies ay

there ate scholars 1o proposnd

them! bew things wre consadesed g
the world of bibhcat |
sholaistip  Priests mimusiess rab -

matse In-

bis cand theologianis of all stispe
chave served up 4. labicful of thea

logical inmconsstenacs

“Hur thev alsa hase crredd threoy b
wire and through strong gnnk e
it ot the way the pnest aed b
propret hase erres) through stiva,
driink the, sivtan thay
stusible 1n jidgmidns Vot all b,
lull of svone! and Bl
that titrc n 0o puu: dun
N W) .

Y.co the hcady wine u! hum ey
tradibon
hias rendered it tht’('tﬂl\ B

err m

ETRS

‘.":J

otgiated and  thesdo i

Fhe

“shecr mmtciiential vanity of muafoin
©wholarship hay irdeedd aoted i

great sprirtizal sxdnew Nu- 4k
Whea thiciogieny who Cabine
g.:lhl_naliqiij ol
truth - can otrwegndy Comadbe
proground the rdeathat Crnd 15 fo-ib
yous Raow that all ;& naot well

thecioge ul

A

o the
wirthd oof theokogmal whelarsbap!
" E

To whom will~Cead Yeveal the




" here a httle and there a hittle”

.

“unlearned” average person come

to undeggtand the deep spiritual
truths of the Bible? Is it possible? Or
is advanced scholarship necessary?.

Paul said to the Church of God in
Carinth: ‘I fear, lest by any
means . ..your minds should be

-

corrupted from the simplicity that is -

in Christ™ (I1 Cor. 11:3).

Granted? there are somg. things
that gre more difficult to understand
tn the Bible. Not everything is child-
xshly simple  But the basics are:

Those fundamental principles in

which évery Chnishan should be

~ well-grounded are not really that

" difficult to- grasp -
God’ S Spin

It 15 necessary 1y it come o un-
-derstand the simpler principles of
the Bible
“meat” of the Word follows later

with the help of

,Jhe more advanced -

Isaiah answers the question asked

carher .

“Whom shall he teach kgowh

edge’ and whom shdll he make t6
uniderstand dixtine’ them that are
weaned trom . the nulk, and drawn
fiom the breasts” For precept must
be upon precept precept upds pre-
cept - hiric upon ine line upon hoe.
(Isa.
289 1oy

Wo may lear several things trom.
this impeortant wnplure

Gud tevgals ruth 16 thoae who
4t hemble av 4 Whild - 1o thoae
who iremble at His Word  Ths is

Caplaviied s banah 66 000 Bot

this map will | kol even 1o himy

that 18 poor amd of a contrite apunt

and remisleth b my word .
Jesus sand valy thane who had the

humglity of 5 small i woeuld ever

enter iirte Yhe Kingdom of God!

CABd this e the attitude one muat

have toward Ceend and His Weord be
foee une cap progress spentuably,

C Onee an attatude of sexpect Tor the
Bibie » Jevelaped. then one muw
lears stap by step (15 wmple
vasmpied - the lumiamcmnh of the
Maker « bostruction Bovk Al the
% Gplures oft 3 whpect muss be wom
pared and vonudered Engeihu Na
waptuze v of any privaie pled
preianon (H P 1 5y

SR N TR L G L ey e
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How God Revealed Truth

" The Bible has been a devel-
‘opmental process over the centuries.
God did not give the whole story in
a single package at the outset. He
has revealed truth on a number of
subjects more.or less piecenieal over

the millenma. Human experience .

has provided a rich chronicle of case

histories. The basic law of God has °

been in force since creation” week,

44

.. God Mas laid bay

/] such words were writt:
for our .instruction,

Again, speaking of the
ment récord, Paul sa'
words were writidn-of
struction, that by rema
and drawing encoursg
the scriptures we may
(Rom. 15:4, Moffatt)//.

4n ‘of old
that by re-

maining stedfast. and drawing -

encouragement from ‘the scrig

may chensh hope"

but God has progressively ex-
plained s application as new situ-
ations have arven

.Mm?\ of the Bible s a record of

what has happened when God's

great law uf Jove has been violated
© both mdwviduaily and nationally
The cntise Bible really rotates
around the twa great ponuiples of
the Decalogue - jove toward God

and love toward aeghbor God Jne
tends that we should learn hum the :

tegprd contained an the Bible
The Lessens of Biblical |-
Mistary '
18 there s one thing we may Icnm

from hestory sts the fact hat we
havent bearned*trom’ histay' Hy

amly today seems o wonlinue i0
. the same path it has lor shicnnja

We makc the wmc nstakes witl
the vame resudis Yet o man woukd
only lcarn frum Justory . we \nmld
oot have 1o repeat ot

Speakinyg of the racorded bibhical
events, the Apestlc Paul stated “h
all happencd w them &) wuy of

warming for othery, uad 1wy well-

— Rom. 1§

tures we

4, Moffatt

thase with whom He has worked
"over the centygnes so that thoge who
read and stydy thewr Bibles might
learn and avond the oustakes made

.

i the past The Bible' 1s the most _

meaningful assemblage of case his-
vtones of human behavior ever re-

corded! No wondet Paul called the

Scriptures “living oracies™

Yo« Best lmom
Aodon krrasr

"A thorough knowledge of your -

“ Bable 13 the beat insurance you have
aganst being led astray into doctn-
‘nal erroi The stndent vowes of
thuse who claun o represent God

< are bémg rarned everywhere How

van you know whe does and who-
does not? Numply by getng your

- nose sto the Maker's, Instruction

[Book' Read it Study it Dnink

* decply of s teaching and examples

Become tanulist with it Pray and
ask God o0 he}p you understand Hus
Ward

If you do so, you mll ‘be able to
sdy along with David “Thy word is

# lamp unw my feet, and a hight

unto my path” (Ps. 119:105).. 0O

.
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Thefe are dozens of trans- Yet lhc fact is there are no perfea
lations and paraphrased ver- or inspired sranslations:
‘sions on the market, w’_‘!’ - "How ¢an you find-a sound trans-
: ' more being . produced contin- " ‘4ian or know"when 4 translation is
;J S o : . Ua”)}’__-';'wf'."Ch ones have ’?"‘;"'? in error? In order 1o answer thig
: Wh{c are. less va{ualflel hfs_ question, it is necessary to give a
F a""’v’? gives principles n ‘little background on the original
- choasing and using a "trans-- text of the Bible. - -
5 lation. o ’ "
B ‘ : - old Tntomem :

The OId Téstameny was mspmd' '
mogly in the Hebrew lunguage.
‘with portions of Dantel and tziain,
Aramaic. The pamnstakmg aceuracy,
with which the Jewish community

. copred and prootread-.each otheal
manuscript .lhrnugh the centuties 1s .
nothing  short of  amazmg  lhe
general rehability of the Msorelic
text hay recently been u)yﬂnmd by

,! : HO : @R centuries the word “Bible™
T v . U L F in Enghsh has’ been prac-
e L , N
USE?

. f/

' - by Lester L' Grapbe

tically synonymous, with the
King'James Verston'of 1611. As one
lady nal\cl\ commented, “If the
- King. James Version was good
enough for Jesus and the apostles,
iUy good enough for me.” ’
Of course, most people are aware -
~the Bible was orginally written and
wspired in Greek and Hebrew. Un- %
lesss vou read these labguages flu-
¢nth. vou have to depénd upon

tramstations

the Dead Sea Scrolls.

~ We have dlrtgd\ discussed lhn :
unportance of usmg the Muasoietic
text as the basis for a tanslation of
the Old Testament in the,
“The Sigmficance of the Dead Sca
Scrolls.”
gest you read or review that atinice
(Write for a tree reprnt it sou do
not ha\p bne ) -

attiele -

L
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New Testament

Our knowledge of the New Testa-
ment text comes - from approxi-

mately 5,000 Greek armanuscripts, -

most of which are of the so-called

Byzantine text type and differ very

little among themselves. The King
James Version was based on this

type of ‘text. The carliest of these .

Byzantine manuscripts- goes back
only.to about the 7th century. (Most
Hebrew Masoretic text manuscripts
are ‘even later in date.) But a few
older Greek New Testament manu-
scnipts and papyri, now avaifable,
haye a somewhat different type text,
which scholags generally follow.
lhus modern translations some-
tinies read a hitde differently than
the king James Yel we have 1o re-
alize that the actual differences gen-
erally involve only words or phrasa
which do not change sigmficantly
the message of the passage As one
scholdr put W, no major Chnisiian
doctnine depends on a partifular
textual reading God has seenfto 1t
that dodtnine s gained frgm a
hnowiedge of the Bible as a whole
fathes than thiough an underst
g ol one s

s¢ alone - .

-
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Also, mahy'of the Byzanting read- .
o

ings which were
arisen loi

ught to have

ment. In the final anaiysis, only two

" sections of any length have been

called into question by variations in
the pon-Byzantine text typé. These
are Mark. 16:9-20 and John 7:53-
8:11.

-While the ending of Mark 1s not

found in some of the oldest non-
Byzantine manuscripts. it is found
in some very ofd copics. It 15 alsa
quoied 1 whole or in part as carly
as the 2nd century- A.D  Scholars
have noted that 1t differs slightly in
language from the rest of the book.

‘Some have suggczm:d It was wrijten.
by Peter himself. whd. according 10 "

traditon. was Mark's master tor a
long time

The story of the woman taken in
adultery 1 aot tound 1n any ol the
¢arly non Byzantine manuscripts
But even these who do not behieve it
was ongially part af the book of
Johy agree “the account has all the
carmarks of histofcat weracny

Almost all modern translations

after the aposties have .
now been shown to be as early as
“any other portion of ihe New Testa-

include both these sections either in
". the text or in the footnotes. Further- -
.more, modern translations’ correcily
omit certain passages (such as the

“trinitarian” statement in 1 John
5:7-8) which the King James Ver-
sion ineludes. The sense of any par-
ticular passage is generally *the
same.

_Problems of Anclcnf ,
Languages
lwem the fall of Rome to the Re- -,
naissance, only a few knew aacient
Greek or Hebiew. Not Yuntil

the 15th century did a revival of the
stidy of these’ lapguages oceur. Al-

‘most fifty of the best Greek and

Hebrew scholars in England trans-

= lated the King James Version. But
sined that ume, by the diligent study

of these languages By many scholars

. (both Chnisttan and Jewish), knowl-
_edge and understa

ing has taken
great stndes forwdrd. e

Since 1890 -new discovepies of
papyn and other inguistic evidence.

for the Greek of New Testament -

tmes have completely revolu-
ttonized our kpowledge. foday, vo-
cabulary, grammar and.idiom of

« .
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New Testament Greek are very well
understood. The meaning of certain
idioms is still debated. But these are
relatively few and far between.

Old Testaient Hebrew, on the
other hand, still presents difficulties
in both idiom and vocabulary. The
Dead Sea Scrolls and other discov-
eries, plus continwed work by Semi-
tic scholars in many lands, have
helped elucidate the language of the
Hebrew Bible. But our knowledge

_ of biblical Hebrew is not on a par

with our biblical Greek. So two
translati¥ns of the Old Testament
may differ widely in their rendering_
of a particular passage. ’

Solving the Difficulties -

Translators may do several thmgs
if present-day knowledge of HebTew
does not elucidate a parficular pas-
sage. Attempt to find a similar word
or expression in another Semitic
language h as ‘Arabic (this' has
bccgn dine/::cgreal deal in The N:&
English Bible). Follow an ancient
translation such as the Septuagint,
Targums.. or Vulgate. Or resort to

* textual emendation on the assump-
tion that the text has been corrupted
durng centuries of copying by

hand. Of course, each method has’

its drawback and may not derive the
original meaning.

Further study and new discov-
‘eries will helpaolve the difficulties
in the Old Testament. But until
then, we have o realize the mean-

ing of certain passages is still un-’

But at times the text is eménded
even when the Masoretic text is

. sure. We cannot blame a translator
when he has done his best. '

quite clear on its own:'An example

is Hosea 11:5. Every word of the
Masoretic -text is perfectly under-
- standable: “He shall mot réturn into
the land of Egypt.” But the Revised
Standard Version reads,
return to the land of Egypt. . . ." The
text has been cmcndcd bcuxuac the
translator thought it contradicted
Hosca 8:13 and 9:3. Of.course, this
is. subjective and should not be
done.
Many modern lrmslatwns will

“They shall ‘

"into two broad categories a
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give a footnote if the translator has
followed an ancient translation or
has emended the text. But not al-
ways. If a modern translation gives
4 smooth and clear reading where
the King James sounds awkward, be
aware that the translator may "not
have followed the Masoretic text in
that particular case.’He may even
have amended the Hebrew text ar-,
bitrarily. You would want to check
other translations and even com-
mentaries which might tell you what
has been done.

. We are now ready to look at dif-
ferent versions and the principles

used by the translators in producmg-

them. - N
Two Basic Types of
,»  Trahsiation

Translations can be broken ¢bwn

.to the technique used by the trans-

4

lator. These are the more literal
translations and the more free ren-
derings. At least one translation
does not really fall in either cate-
gory,but is in between in a medi-
aung position.

" The more literal translation is best
represented by the King James Ver-

sion. It attempts.to follow the Greek -

or Hebrew text very closely, even
word for word if possible. This is
fine where the wording of the origi-
nal corresponds closely to English
tdiom. But that 1s often not the case.
That 1s why such literal translations
tend 1o sqund awkward. and Aare
even occasionally incompreheniible.
The, King James Version sometimes

sounds odd simply because the .

English of 1611 was different from
20th century English, but quite fre-
quently also because it follows the

) Greek or Hebrew very literglly. |

Included among the literal trans-
lations are stch translations as the
Revised Version,

Publicauon Sociely translation of
1917 ‘Thes¢ are heavily based on
the King James Version even
‘though advertised as new  trans-
lations.

ding -

_ the American™".
"Standard Version, and the Jewish

that used by most recent versions. .

Here the attempt is made to render
sense for sense rather than word for
word. The translatdr first tries to un-
derstand the text. Then he does his
best to get this sense across to the
reader in idiomatic English. He may
have to paraphrase and even add
werds or phrases not actually in the

- original. He may repder weights

and measures by those in current
use (such as inches or pounds) in-
stead of the Greek or Hebrew terms
(as homer or denarion).

Examples of the tore free ver-
sions are the Phillips’, Williams’,
and Today’s English version of the
New Testament, or the Moffatt ver-
sion of the whole Bible. «The New

” -

English Bible and the New ®merican .

'Bible. are more comservative than

some of the free translations: But
they still tend to fall in the free-
rendering category.

The -Revised Standard chon
hoyevcr is a mediating translation,
avaiding both extremgs. It 15 in

modern and idiomatic English with-

out using slang. Yet it attempts o
be fairly literal while avoiding awh-
wardness. It 1s one of the most ncu-
tral translations available today.
The major objection ig its occasional
textual emendatign. But this is rela-

'tivcly infrequent and is usually

noted in the footnotes.
'y

) . Each Has lte Place -

Some prefer the King James Ver-
sion. Others find its language dithi-
cult and prefer something more
modern. Actually, both the literal

and the free translations have their '’

place and use. Most people can
learn more by using both lypca and
comparing them.

As one expert on tr.lnslauons

noted, the literal translation takes’

you back to the though( world of the

gtiginal. You find yourself wrestling

witl ancient measurements and
oom.agc (cubits, shekels, etc). You

see the bare straightforwardness of .
Hebrew narrative and the beauty of

Hebrew Ppoctry. You ‘realize why
Paul’s wnung contains “some things

The¢ freer method of tnnslatmg is ' hard to’be understood” when you

e .

o -
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see his complex sentences rendered

~§ literaily into Enplish.

L world of biblical times through -the

" literal vérsion . while checking his
through thé free -
trdmlduom .of cxpcrt scholars. He .~
- ¢can also benefit from the individual .

yet.

On the other hand, the free trans-
lation tries to bring the Bible world
to the -present and give it to you
already interpreted into modern

- concepts. Greek denaria become
dollars or pounds. A bath measure- .

‘ment is rendered into gallons This

'means ome can learn the more tech- -
nical cxpressxons with - less effort.; -
.- Yet one’has to depend. on the trams-
latoe's judgment, 'If the -translator.
mxsunderstood e, original, then the. '
" reader may’ behcve an error. L
(Jcncrally -4, one-man- translauon
will tend ‘ta. be. more extreme. and. -
. subjectivé than'one done by.a com- -’
. mittee:. A committee translation: will -
usually be more moderate: and caut
tious’ bccdusc many dxﬁ”erem peoplé. -
. havé. criticized ~the proposed text. -
iy like -
Quuc Comrary Mary’ “When it is
- good. it is very, very good. but when .- -
.- it bad; it is awful” A single trans- "
fator may have more individual flair - -
-and: bring oul cértain-passages in a
‘superb way. But’ hegis; also more”
’ lxkcly 10 maké’ errors and glve a

- The one-man lranslauon

 biased rcndcrmg

. Thc Judxuous Bxble student ,,Mll_ o
- make Use- of' both free and literal .
‘tfanslations, both one-man efforts .
“and . commiittee - producuons, That' )

" way he can obiain the flavor of the

undqrsmndm

insight of - single translators
avojd their plitalls ‘by comparing
_ their renderings with those done by

_graups who put theu heads to- _'

«

gethcr

Ropusonhﬁv. Translations -

Wc have already discussed some .

trunqlauons such as. the King
James, ‘Revised” Standard .Version,

_ahd The New English Bible. Here -

are some others: .
New American Bible.. 'This is a
new Catholic translation in modern

English, a scholarly translgtion and
based on the* ongmal Grcck and-

'p ase made.

-
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"Hebrew texts. Admittedly, Catholic

bias shines through in a few pas-

sages. In the @d Testament the an-
cient vérsions or textual emendation

hds ofteri’ been resorted to without.

any footnéte. to say se.

Moffatt transiation. This.was one
. of the first iranslations into modern
* English. 1t is often hélpful. But Mof-
_fatt has frcqucmly made sub_]ecuve .

reshufflings of the text..

.. ‘Today's English . Version, popu- )
"_1arly known as. GGood News [or ‘Mod-"
.érn‘ Man. This is an idiomati¢, very
free “but’_guite: _URINSpifing  trans: ;'
1ation. Only the:New Testament has
.been dine, bt the Old Testament is. -
."bcmgworkcdon S o
Phillips’ translation of the New
'.,Teslamem I‘hxs is a wvery free trans-
- lation: Phillips ‘offen. adds. phram
.and ‘'whole sentences 1o, prescnx his -
- undcr:standmg ofth;a text. He is usu- .
aljfy very clear and scéms to capture -
_Lthe flavor of the orlgmal Greek.But e
"somenmca S wrongly interprets (as.

Sy 13
Revised Version. It can be ‘good
where the author has understood*
the text. He frequently condenses

- lcngthy Old *Testament verses and

gives only the “core.” This. can be
useful in getting ‘an overview of a
section or a whole "book. But realize
your chances of being misled are

greater with a nonprofessional’s un- _
derstanding of an English trans-

-:lation: than with a translation by

“-and ‘the fact that §

in 1 Corinthians_11:30 where he has™ ;

“spiritually a.sleep- though the ¢on--
.- text plainly shrows it is really * ‘dead”
- as most Commt.nldlor! reahu:)

Jewtsh Publuanon Society ‘trans-

::Ianon Although this'is made from. . :
-the Masoretic text,. it often follows " . ..
“the King James very closely. A “°W.", '
“translation’ in ‘ miodern Enghsh

" being prcpdrcd, ‘but only the Pen-
. tateuch is wmplcte

. ew Testament from 28
: Tranxlauons This draws.on 26 mod-

ern translations” of the. New Testa-

. mént. ()nly two or three of these 26
c.usually cited for any’

transtatio
one verss " But the cdllors have at-
tempted . to pick’ the mosi diverse

- renderings for each:passage.

Two Non-Transiations

The Amplified Bible. The glowing

advertisements for this version are.

cxaggerated and inaccurate. As pro-
fessionat translators have pointed

out, it is really a parapfirase and .

commentary. It can be helptul-in the

same way a cofimentary is. But, it.

be a translation.
ible. This is a-para-

cannot claim t
lVlllg

" professional seholars, Further infor-

mation. about Fhe Living Bible can

..be found in our free booklet How ro
,‘Study tlu BcbIe (sec pages 24 and
. .25)

Ptming,_ Ml Togﬂhor
Each persort should have a good

* study Bible. Many peoplc prefer the .

King James because:of famuxamy
‘tries to be as
fauhful t0 the ongma] as possible.
For,others, however; who "night pre-

fer a more modér translation, the

“Revised - Standard “Version “would

probably be the best choce,
* A moderate or.fairly literal trans-
lation” would “probably be bes{ as

" one’s basic Bible: One can then sup-

' - plement his ‘Bible study from other .
‘tradslations, Jmany of which may be’

obtained ‘in mexpcmwe papsrback -

vccfmom A change of (ranslauon

may.. bnng new hght on-a’. passagc
“ »which famxhamy has made hack-.

neyed. But after using-different free

. translauons one ‘will want to come

back to thé more stable and less-
mtcrprclatnvc text of his study’ Bible.

Where a° partmular translation
BiveS a new twisl to a’passage’ and

. segms o bring ‘out a new under- -
-standing, one should carefully

" .compare the passage in other trans-

lations. If no others bear out this"

" new undcmandmg chances are it is
. asubjective judgment on- rhc’)an of
the “tanslator.” So compare trans-

" lations. *Also cspcudlly check the

~context.and compare one passage

. with .other relevant’ secuons in the ,
. Bible itself. :
~ The prc)pcr use of dlﬂercnt tmns- .
lations ‘and' study aids can make.

., your personal Bible study.much

a laymnn from the -

more interesting and profitable. . O

Y
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worldwide. - /

: O PUT it mille, the visitor was
I  astodished. Suddenly. the was

- formal

EDITOR’S NOTE: Last month's

“Update™ brought cur new readers

" .current on developments in Am-

bassador College and its Extension
Programs: This article will bring you
up to date on the Church that spon-
sors those activities, the. Worldwide
Church of God. . A

P
' Whatls
The Worldwide

-Church of God?

This is the true stoty of a
unique Church that has found
the solution for the world’s
-ills, and puts it into a living
appllcatlon that is producing a
"harvest of peace, happiness
and abundant well-being

experiencing’ something  he

_would never have believed to existy:+

" He was the professor of Compar-

ativé Religions at one of the world’s

. great universities, -visiting a church

: convcnuon in wuxhwcatcrn (anada.

Seven thousand - were assembled.
Immediately he was impressed by

"an atmosphere refreshingly differ-

ent. Had these people been odd or
fanatical, it would have been no
new c¢xpenence. 'He had aucnded
mecetings of religious and church
_groups all over the world He was
-familiar with those who wWere stiff,
- and@nhappy. With those
who appcared‘ ‘happy tcmporanly

. during A service. And with those
. who generated an emotional excite-

. ment or fe in meetings, and
~even lhw were odd, weird or
fanatical” But this was a new and.

different experience.’
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To one of the ministers accom-
panying him he exclaimed: I have
never seen so many so universally

and genuinely happy. This is regl. -,

Thése people are stable and solld

© ditizens, sincere and unpretentious,

just naturally radmmg an inner
happiness. Life seems 1o have pur-
pose and meaning You couldn’t
really describe 1t in words
to experience the.duference)” -,

N

. WHY Unique -

These péoplc are members of the *

- —Worldwide Church of God. This
‘Church is unique in pracu(.mg
Christianity as A wu OF LIFE as
wvell as a faith - even as'it did origi-

nally in the days of Lhc first- -century.,

apostles.

,_on\chas :

Its members are mouvaled wnth :

purpose. inspired by knowmg the

o transceiidént human pu(tcmml Yhey

know thé.true valuds. They have
found the way that'makes life truly
meanngful. rewarding. abundant!
Ask the world's average church
.member how much bybhical teaching

has to do with his everyday life — -
his business, his social life, his home
life. his- entertainment and rec-

reational life.
reply:

He. will probably
“Why. nething, lsupposc

But the Church ot .God, from -

LA D 31 10 now, has lived by God’s
"revéaled way of life. as well as by
the faith of Jesus Chnst: It is a
happy Chusch. "

And in that ®t is mdccd unique!

Importance of llu Ndmo

This Church has always reoog-v

nized the importance of the name
given the Church. Andiit has been
always kept in that name. Twelve
times in the New Testament the
-name of God’s own Church is called
just that — "the Church of God.”
Christ is revealed to be the living
Head of that Church. And in this

 the Church is called;

connection it is in one place only.
spoken of as the “Churches of
Christ.” But it is composed of the
begotten children-of God. who col-
lectively as a Church are named at-
ter their Fatlier: In some. New
Testament inftarices, a dcsmphvc'
adjective is added to the_namé, as -
the Church of God at (onmh ‘or
the Churches of God in Judea. And
today. it is.called the Wordwide ~ - .

" Church of God. - " -

A Worldwud. Funchon -

Bul when Jesus Christ said 1 will-.
build my Church.” it was for a pur-
pose that is.more than merely pre-
serving ‘meémbers in the way that

prodices happiness and successtul

living for thcmsclves ,
It has a serious and worldmda. )
fundxon to -perform. It is a mmmn‘

- of loye < of outgoing concern for ..

humamly ‘wotldwide. Its coinums-

sion is to pmclalm to the world'the
good news of the Km&dom (govern-
ment) of God -+ not to converi.the,
world, but ‘merely as

(Acts 3: t9 2. God govcrna

laws. Primary of God's laws 1s the
spm!ual law 2 ‘the way of lite thal

- causes — produucs — every good te-

sult. .- o
“For carrymg out that co_xmni»mn.

Testament,the “Body of Christ”
Few upderstand why. Jesus had

come in human flesh, among otier

purposes, to-start the Work of God
He said that of Himself He wuld do

" nothing. 1t was the power of the

Holy Spirit of God in Him lhdl em- -
powered the Work. g

‘He callcd ‘and chose His dnsuplca e
who' became ‘the original apostles - k

He taught and trained them to be-

come, with Him and the prophets,” g

- the foundauon of the Chuich. ‘He

5ave His life for the Church . 1o

pay the pcnalty for the sins of the .
whole world = for all who will re-
pent and accept His shed blood in
full payment. God raised Him' from

the dead that by His life we rmgh( L

4

“a witness™
That governament has been taken™
from the carth. It is to be restared:,”
as d&) {-.
* all governments (or kingdons)™. by ..

in the New: '




. - . . . .
« <Ml have.never seen so. mgny:sé universally

ahd. genuinely- happy” This is: rb.bL R
These people are stable and solid citizens, .

sincere &nd uppretentious, just- .
natrally jadiating an inner happiness: |
- lite seems 1o have puipose and - S ..
méaning You'cduldnt ieally describe
Tt words — one has 1o '
) experience the difference '~ .. .

Aabuisados College Photos




I'd
I

‘ By grace L AR

“ heaven,

16

receive ctemal life as God s free gift.

But, after His resurreuxon. and
just. before’ He was taken up to
Ged's thrpne of the “universe in

jfsus “commandeéd them
that they should not depart from
Jorusalem, but wait for the promise

of the Father™ — that.is, receiving

within them the same Hely Spirit

- that had empowered Him. *But ye¢ *

shall ‘receive power, after that“the

" Holy Spml& come upon you,” He

sald (Aus 1:4-8).

B rful Work Today
_Thc Spmt "which had started

" God's Work¢in_Jesus’ single human

body would now carry it on'in the

" collective body of the Church.
... Thar Work —that commission —~
was dual:

“preach ghe gospel 10 every creature™

1) “Go ye into all the world and
(Mark ?% 15). And. for thls present

. time n which we now live:™ . This’
gospel of the "kingdom shall be
preached [and published. - Mark_‘

13:10} 1n all the world as.a witness
unto all nations; and then shallzthe
end -[of this age] come” (Mat(.
24:14)

And, 2) Feéed lhc flock — (hd(‘:s

3

spinwally feed the Church mem::

bers from our Makcrs Instruction

" Book, on the wa) of life, and for
‘ their part in carrymg on God's

Work. -

The first great commission be-.

comes a far more complex and siz-

.able operation today than it was in -
the first ggntury. The world's popu-

lation has multiplied many times

-over. We live i in a different, far mor¢ -
: mcghamwl and complex world.-

The Church of God was not, in- .
" the first century, a world power ei-

thet religiously or politically. If is

not today. At times-it has undergone

violent persecution. It is not, today,
a multimillion-member Church.

Yet today it carries on in great
power worldwidé the Work, by the
dynamic educational program

* through its associated Ambassador

College. Through this program — as

" a public service — it is rem:hmg by
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radlo telcvmon and large,—spacc

", « advértising in many mass-circula-

tion “magazines and newspapers,
150,000,000 people with the msplrcd
message of the/wWay OF LIFE that is
- the CAUSE of, Jall Goop * of peace,
b ppmeSs prasperity, abundant
well-being. — truly the good life.
The faith and .way of life of the
Church i§ precisely the same today
as it was in the first century. It is the
true faith “once delivered to the

" saints.” That never changes. But

today the Church Jives and func-

- tions in a vastly different and highly

complex and mechanized world. Ac-

. cordingly, modern conditions neces-
procedures, and

sitate .- different
modern methods of organization
and opcrauon

Early Church History

Jesus Christ had personally
taught and trained, His disciples to
become -His ongmal apostles and

- leaders:” Thcn on the day of “Pente-

cost” :31"0;‘\ D..
with dyn?
“Spirit of (;od

they were infused

i¢ power by the vcry'

oy . ;
of God had ebbed through the cen- -

- tunes to scarcely a-trickle.

* 1t had been given a Jon to do
proclalm the message to the world
in POWER. And it had not been get
ting -the job done!

That vital power of God’s Spmt
that “had worked dynamically in.

Christ and in thé first century . -

apostles, had not been working in
the Church. That Work, by the early
twentieth centufy, had become vir-
tually dead (Rev. 3:0).

By 1927 in the United “States,
membegs  continued fo assemble

regularly in their local congrega- -

tions ;cauercd ovér-the country. The
local congregations were small, in

. most cases_not more than 35 to 50.

There was at that time a limited
evangelistic effort, though mostly in-
effective. But now God's ‘time had
come for His last warning mcssagc
10 go to the whole world.

In 1930 the Oﬂr;gon mcmbcrs\ in

. order to revitatize thé"Work of God.” "

mcorporatcd under the name, * *Qre-,

-

Thus the Church of God staned R

out imbued with vitafity“and -
strength On that very'day of Pente- -

cost thtee lhouaaﬂd were addcd to
*the € huruh A d4y of wo latcr _lh_ i
number bc«.dmc 5000 (Acts 44),

Miracles “Wege. pcfformcd b) (hc:-"-'-
apostles, and soon that 5,000 mem: -

bctbhlp was muJUphcd (Acts” 6 1).
A little later, howcver lhtn: wds, a

greal ?scculpn against’ the
Jerusalem, and most were’

Church $
scattefed throughout Judea and Sa-
maria (Acty 8:1). Then entered the
false leader, Sunon the, magician
(Acts § 9-14) Jesus had warned the
Church would  be ‘_scvercly per-
“segtited (John 15 20). and would be
“hated by the warld in gencral (John
15:18-19) and He had spoken of it

" as’the e fleck” (Luke 12:32) —

~.not a great'world power.

By 70 A.D. the’real Work of God.

of proclaiming thé good riews of the
coming worldwide Kingdom of
God, had lost its momentum, due to
‘the Roman invasion' and Boman

¢ persecution. That worldwide Work

e .

_ Now Loodonhnp Droﬂcd

.gon.-Conference of, (h;'. C hUrch of
. . God ». - .

Meanwhde 'singe 1927, l‘ollomng ‘
thc wnvcrslon of Herbert. W, Arm- -

-

stong, Mr. and ‘Mrs. . Armstrong ~

TN R

R/eaimng that he had had t‘hc'

:training and unusual experience in
- the business world, the education,
) the.kpow—how the vision, the initia-

tivie and cxpcnenu in ‘utilizing

moglern . methods necessary to get’

the Work Jof God going out n a
modern- wmplcx world, they looked

‘v_had been . mcetmg wnh these’ Ore- . -
. ‘gon brethren. But unul’ the sunim®r
:of 1928 'he had refused to. 5pc4k’bc—
.- fore: lhcm because he felt the RS-,
-ty 'was. a: piofession’ 1o man ought.
“to ‘chobse ' himself. Finally he was
: _vu‘lually dratted into doing so.

~

more and more to Mr. Armstrong for

leadership. And finally it became ¢vi-

was genuinely from God, and not a
self~chosen one. In-June, 1931, Mr.

Armstrong was ordained by this Ore-

gon Conference, and entered the

__Work of God full time.

-

. deng toall that the call tothe ministry

B




. 7/
ANQWENI—N.WL"Q'
It was under his leadership that a

~new era of the Church of God was .

entered, fevitalizing the €burch, in- ,
jecting into it new life and vigor by

the Spirit of God to get Christ’s gos-

pel — His educational message —*

going out with power to the whole .

world.

Much more than human experi-
ence and know-how was required.

Once agam God was sending
forth and infusing into His Church
His Spirit of power.

The time had come for the final
message of God for this present
world to go with great impact. The

- time had come for God's Work to
prepare the way for the soon-

coming wonderful world tomorrow! .

- The wnie when by act of God- His .
_government will" be restored on
“earth. [t wil be a worId ‘of peace, of
" happiness, joy.in abundance and
pleaty.,
_Aworldwndc of .the. Great God .
) _through the living Jesus, Christ! .~
' In ‘the! summier and autumn of .
3 M. Afmstrong gavea ‘series
of lecturds ifi “and around: Eugene?:.
- Ofcgon on the way of life.that pro—‘

under the ‘government

duccs pcacc true . success, ' and. real

i Phonomtnal Gvowth L
God now’ began opemng doors

‘for a Spirit-empowered Wtk to

leap forth (Rev. 3:7-8). The Work
from this point grew in power and
scope at the rate of 30% per year
over the next 35 years. 3

The first week in 1934 The World
Tomorrow program went on the air.
It et with an immediate response,
cansidering the small power and
hmm:d coyerage’ of the station. It
was lhen of the very smallest wat-

.'&

: nha,ppmcss lhe response was spon- .
- tdnedus and” beyond -expectation. - -
. An- mvuanon followed 10 speak on . =
" radio station’ KORE, then’ Eugene’s

-only radio outlet. Frank Hill, owner, ™~
- suggested a ‘weekly “haif-hour’ pro-
© gram to give this mlssmg dimension. numbcr ‘of ‘teasons for ‘this. -
in educatwn exposure to--a wider .
- audience. ‘He, himself, contﬂbntcd .
substanually loits cost.” . ¢, el

. o personal request.

. been the policy to put a price on the

| magazine, nor 1o request financial -
support in its columns: or on the air.

. copiés. worldwide.
multdncoualy at Pasadena, Califor--
‘pia; Radlett, England and North-'
"Sydney Austmha S e

GOOD NEWS December 1973
tage for commercial broadcasnng =
100 watts. Gradually. the - program
went on more and more stations. By
1942 the program had gained na-
tional coverage in the United States,

-».

and by 1945 it became a daily pro-

gram. .
Today- it purchascs -the largest
wattage of any radio program,

.
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“pleading’ “altar calls” aooompamed '

by sentimental hymm Nor did the
apostles. The Church of God, fol-
loWs the example they set.

Its Commission

. Instead, its commission is first to

proclaim the good news of the

. obming Kingdom of God — not to

worldwide — more then 50 million .

watts of power weekly reaching an
estimated 100 million listeners, be-
sides many additional millions
reached by other media.

On February 1, 1934, The, Plain
Truth magazine made its most

‘humble bow. That Volume I, Num-

ber | had a circulation of approxi-

mately- ely 250 copies. . The Plain Truth .

was offered radio listeners gratis,
but subscriptions were entered only

convert the world, but merely “as a
witness” to the world.

This " actually is an educational

* message of the way of life to be

It has nevér :

Today The Plain” Truih is one of |

the finest quality magazines in. the "
_world, 40° pages of solid reading — °
. no advcmamg, full color, with cireu-

lation, more than_ three mllhon_
" published si-’

S
S

Why ‘o Collogo?
As the Chureh and its’ work ex-’

" . those whb dep*ecome’ converted ~

lived in the Kingdom-of God — the
way that leads to success, to peace,
happiness, 6 “the full, enjoyable
abundant life. It involves the knowl-

edge of the purpose of human life -
. on this planet — the real meaning of

life — the knowledge of the true val-

ues in a world pursuing the false —
‘the knowledge of what man is, why .-

he is, and the way fo his transccn-

¥

_dent-potential.” =

- ‘That is- not a. semxmemal emo—_ n

‘tional mcssagc about Chn_st as a ., 7.
person — it is not a 'messagc of - ..
" pleading’ thh people to “give their

hearts. to the Lord,” but an éduca-* *. .
tional message showing people what . -
" they need to turn from, and'the way’
that will Cause the regults' they. really -

“The second commission is 0 fccd

and the word means changed 10 a

pandcd -the need of ‘a. college be-

“came |mpcrauve Thére - were w

" The Church of God had never

- been a -proselyting - church. - Jesus
:Christ set the example. He never
_urged:people to “get saved,” or “be-
‘converted.” When the woman at Ja-

cob’s well in Samaria asked, Him to
give her of God’s Spirit, which He.
had referred to as “living water,” He

‘made’ no effort to convert her.

He did proclaim the good news of
the Kingdom of God, saying “Re-
pent 'ye, and believe the gospel”
(Mark 1:1, 15). He chose His dis-
cnplcs 4nd simply said, “Follow
mc They followed unquestion-
ingly. He made no emotional “ap-
peals. for converts. He .made no

. “want - here and frow, ag wcll asthe . .-
LG of sternaldife. .V '

different " attitude and way made N

. possible by receiving God’s'Spirit — - -
"¢ to'feed them the spmtual food of

_ practical common-sénse (hnsnan-

lwmg by God’s way of hfe
Ambmmdor Collo_go
. " Founded R
Therefore -the Church -of God
found the establishment of an edu-

cational institution of higher learn-
ing. imperative. Tt was needed to -

- provide an educated ministry. [ was.
“needed to educate people.for the "

£

worldwide Work of proclaiming this .
good news worldwidc - by radio, by .
television, in print...

Jesus chose His apostles Thcy did.

not choose Him. They did not

choase the ministry as a profession

AT
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* — as one chooses méﬁicine, law, or
archuecture They - WCre speclally
called by Him,. .

He rose ‘from the dead, and He
lives in mighty power today. Since it
is not His way for men to chodse the *
ministry for themselves, Ambassa- *

dor College could not be a ‘semi- -

nary, or a church or .Bible school,

but had to be a liberal arts college.. -

It was expected that perhaps one in
.40 students might be called to the

"mmnstry Actually it has been closer

to one in ten.
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proselyting, entirely * noncompeti-
tive, in accordance with biblical
“principles. In no sense is it militant,
nor has it ever participated in any
agitating movement to bring about
‘any objecuves by action. It partici-
pates in .no groups or mass action,
political ‘or otherwise. The Church
of God, in all its history, has had
“only an atmudc of love for all races

and peoples rcgardlws of color,

creed or religion..

Always its teaching has been sub- -

mission - to . whatever authonty is

Pasadena, California was chosen., ov¢r one — whether human govern-

as the locale for the college. Am-

bassador. College swung open its
door? {o'students October 8, 1947: Il

was separatefy incorporated in 1951,

Since the first commission. of the ..
Church is‘actually an educdtional
. mot an evangelistic — one, this entire -

ment, or the authority of Gﬁ. }
The Worldwide Church 9f God,

: 'whil_g;nnot “activist’¥or militant, does
nevertheless believe in and offers”

“active,«daily application of solutions
- 1o the. many human problems.”
Thjough its contigual teaching

operation became the - acuvny of ** over ‘radio; television; .and in its

Ambassador - :Coltege.”

is ‘the s
activity of thé College. Therefore -

Ambasaador College has rcmauneé"_“,y
“though . orga-"~

"'Chilirch - asseciated, -
,mzed and operated .indgpendently
of the Church. It is largely Church
fitanced and - thergfore enjoys™ a’
unique financial stablhty and pres-
tige in financial circles. :
" The Church of God has always
" been a tithe-paying church. It knows
- God bas promised, scripturally, to
- prmpcr e tithe- -payer. This -prac-
tice has caused membersto be more-

-caréful in budgctmg pcrwnal fi-""

~ “nances.-These members have pros- .
pered financially and, comequemly
. 80 has the Church.

"+ TFoday both Worldwide C hurch of
God and Ambassador C ¢liege stand
ifi an enviable financial . posluon of

stability and strength. This is well -

known and highly respected by
many major banks in such financial

centers as New York, Philadclphia. '

Los Angeles, London, Geneva.
Nonpmulyﬁng. Nonpolmccl,
Nonmilitant '

) . As stated above, the Church of
.God from’ A.D. 31 has been non-
o, - .

All- br‘oad-.
castmg _publishing, and the" exten-
.. sion ‘program worldwide,

' cnme

magu,gpc,*. and. pecial : booklets, it
"has pgotound nmpau upon soaety :
', © ages income,
. cause of the right result on’ ltsclt
s docs norseek to enforce thowasamc :
Mxllans have read’ lneratureg
s whxch ghanged their’ pcrsonal hy 8.
“In. many tonstryctive, usctul ways e
radio * broadcasts,.

.

m many ways : _.,_m:«-

- Millions, of Lived” Chongod

» The televigion, -

-and booklets -about polluuon fam-
“ine, (hc ‘population “explosion, and -

<the space race, deal wiili the . -big,

worldwide issues. And TV and radio.
© programs, and bduklets abdhit mari-
juana, smokmg dating, marriage:®
- motherhood. mariaging personal. fi-
nances and the laws of success deal
_ with daily, practical, -personal infor-
- mation that literally changes lives.
‘More than “a mullion have  re-

cewcd the booklet - concerning
the causes of it, and hdw,
_ without rcsorlmg 10 joining pressure
groups or becoming activists, to pro-
" tect themselves,. their children and

_their property from criminals.

" Millions have experienced
protound uhungcs in their marital
hvm through broadcasts and read-
‘ing the instructiohal booklets and
magazine articles they have re-
ceived. From New Zealand to Af-

rica, and from the: Swiss Alps to

Puget Sound, the tens of ‘thousands‘
write- of the deep and far-reaching

. changes effected in their homes and .

families through better understand-
ing of the God-revealed ways of
right, clean, wholesome living:
Only a tiny percentage of those
-whose lives have "been enric’:ed ‘
helped, made more compléte -
through this Work ever become .
. bona fide members of the' Church.
In' that sense, the m@mbers of the

" Worldwide Church of God are so°

genuinely concerned toward others,
~and with the problems of the world
at Iargc that they give of their own'
‘substarice to aid in this worldwide

" effort to apply the solunons to the: - -

problems suffered in ‘common by all :
maikind. . .
" The ‘Church members do apply '
those solutions to themselves!.
‘Where the Church owns property,

operates: machmery drives automg- :

biles, works with the soil,. orsman:
‘it enforces the rcal

causcs upon others. 3a1h3} by liv*

"'—mg the way that produces the, righL

benefits, it sccks to set the example

’.'f'for others- to follow: o

Not~ orhly are. mentf)ers%f thc
Worldwxde Church of. God, then,
“having a hand in “effecting~ far- .
reaching- and 1mpor11m changes in

) mxlhom{ of livés; they are being an

-€kample in their communities. The
“millions are also béing benefited in

~ countless ways —-a$-a positive and
- forceful message of -how to Live

temches them’ through the, work of
_this Church and its associated -edu-

"+ gational institution.

The divine commission to the
Worldwide Church of God is to pro-
claim the coming ‘world of peace
undeg the soon-conting divine Mes-
siah; "It is merely in the rolé of a
reporter, reporting events of history
as advance news reports, reported as
acts of God. not of this Church.

It is changing lives into happier

- and better citizens everywhere!

And that is the Worldwidev
"Church of God! o
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ASHINGTON, ‘D. C., 1973.
< Squirming before a Select
cnate’ subcommittee, doz-
‘mén of ummpcachablc lgy-
alty to President Nixon are fofind
guilty of “zeal in a righteous e”
-following the break-in and coyer-up

et

“of the Democratic headquarters at

-

E caus mmcd many cthlca] men'

Watergate. Multiple other high-
level dppoint"ive offici

to lhcnr boss:
5. % 2 3 @

Fi. Bcnmng Georgia, 1969. Lt
Wilham Calley claimed he was “just. .
following orders” after his company -
wiped out over 100 defenseless
_women, chlldrcn}ﬂ,g{nd elderly citi-
zens of My Lai7South Vietnam.
Those under Lt. (‘allcy also claimed
they “just followsd orders,” puttlng

obediénce. to -awthority over thexr,

pcrsondl standdrds of morahty

A~ .

e T Y

'\haghmgwn D. C.; 1953 Scnator
Josephty, MeC drth,y cross-examined
hundrc}is of pmmment Americans
- for -thierr, atleged. Sympathies with !
¢ ommugnam The careers of the wit-

nc»cs "were - cﬂmchly lermmated

as Mg( arthy's * z,cal ina nghtcous

. L ,
Nurembusg,“Germany, 1946, A
-dozen. leading . Nazi' officials were
5cnlr:nu:d 10 death or imprisonment
“just mllowmg orders,” while
hundtcds of other “loyal” N,azn
l.cadcr;mscapcd to exile or to W

. Ldplurc‘d tater -(such as Adolf Eich-
_mann). Their unammous réply:.

(3%

We had 10 obey orders = - you have
‘not seen the Fuhrer in- flis angcr'
We must obey him.”

L 0“ .

Salem, Massachusetts, 1692.
Nineteen “witches” were hanged
and one was pressed to death. How-
ever, over 100 alleged ‘‘witches”
saved their skin by signing a con-

- fession and proclaiming thelr loy-

alty to the church.
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London._ 1520 Uwpxan phllOSO-:
. pher-- Sir T homas More “was exe-
“cuted. for puttinig personal ‘ethics
_'_before thé thione of England. . "
" “Athens, 399’ B. C. Greék teacher--"
- Sgcrates ‘was executed. for: pumng
-his loyalty-to ethncs ‘before his loy- -

'alty to Gx‘eede

indefinitely, but the one coimmon
.denominator in’ all these conflicts is

'Mammon or between loyalty-"and
ethics. * Loyalty" here means an un-

its  proper:

tinually”arrésted. Peter and his fe‘l—

" low apostles, “for insubotdination, -

saying: *Did we not straitly com-

~-mand you that_ye should not teach
.__in this [Jesus’]) name? and, behold; -
. you have filled Jerusalem’ with your -
. :"“doctnnc& and intend 10 bring this
"+ ‘man’s'blood upon us” (Acty.5:28).

o Jemsa]em 3l AD. Jcsus Chnst_:
was crucified. for putting God: before ~
* man’s government

_the cternal .war, between freedom.
“and authority, "between God and

swerving devotioni to a man; &n or-
gamzauon, or a cduse, “Ethics,” in’
Christian “definition,
means loyalty to God, Hns laws ;md o
to ,,Hxs mordhty ’
- The-Apostle Peter put thxs conﬂlc( ;
Zin bold rchcf when he appeared be-
‘for¢ the council in Jerusalem. The .
. high priest,, the captain of the
Temple, and 'the c}nef prlests con-,

Similar examples could be listed -

3

“.“Then Peter and the other :

., apostles answercd and said, wg
.- OUGHT 10 OBEY GOD RATHER THAN
. MEN” (verse: 29) Ah! There’s the.

rub. Peter and the high' priest. were

- two different rchgxous leaders who
“each. befieved in a different God.

One of them, however, happened to

+. be in power enough to inflict his own
* interpretation upon the .other: It
- would be easy to compromise, but

Peter ¢ourageously put God before
man.: SR
[Author’s note: Of course, every-

.ane should respect constituted gov- .

ernmental authority as Pefer himself

‘ did(l P'cl 2: 13 17): Many umwus

-
v -

. every idle ‘word 1hat ‘men shall

- Books were opened ..
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not. in. wnﬂlct w1th God’b law ‘Write”
for our free article “entitled “The"

‘ernment Aulhonty Wi
Aftcr countless. hundreds of such

Watefgate —you would think.man-
“kind. miight learn’ thc “lesson thak: it

o do&snt pay to Be'so “sincere? in the
" wrongcause. There is always a day
. of reckomng ‘For some, that.day of
reckomng is the*hot seat of a-Senate .

uwesugatmg commmee For true ¢

o Christians, “the time- is come that
’ Judgmcn( must Legin atthe house

of God .. (1 Pe( ‘4: I7) For othcrs
there is thm S .
< The \_Plhih""'l.’hrw.lo'
. _ Judg'mon't' ‘
“And i's saw the ‘dead, small and -
'grcal stand. before G3d; and’ the

. angd the degd
were” judged out of thosé’ things

. -which were writen in the books, ac-
" .. cording o their works” (Rev. 20:12).

This time i§ called the White Throne

-Judgment (verse 11} it is a time . _

.when every Human being who_has
.evcr»hvcd will be resurrected 10 life.

f' “Over a certain period Of time, each

«man will have a chance {o° answer
" for his aitions, repent before God

_ and live a new way of lfe. Comrary
“lo«somc pagan “Christian” ‘tra="

.. ditions, this has nothing o do wuh
- going to hedvcn.pr hell. but s rather’

L “first chance™ “for_ billions - of -
* people. whe never heard and_pnder- -

stood Christ’ s message.  ~ . .

*Th that “day «of Judgmcnl lhcrc
wnll ‘be nd wntrovcrsyg{x}u( who
said- what, at” which' theeting, or-
‘what day, to whom, .where, why,
and how. God will judiciously use
lhc,“t&pca" of what everyone has
said: “Bug- 1_shy unto you, That

speak, - lhdy shall give account
thereof in v-lhe day of Judgmcm
(Matt, 12:36).

This by no means pictures God as
some ° hangmg Judge”-in ‘heaven,

* waiting for the shightest slip of the
tongue so He can damn a man for ~ -Bible? Or will you stand accused of
all time. (;od will forgive any and

N e

Chnsuan Mumde -~ R&spect Gov— g

oral. oonﬂicls — from Adam o '

‘ull sins 'upon fepentance:-But these

scriptures are telling “His followers,
who know better, that they dare not

) make a practice of breakmg His
in -secret” If they do, God -

msetves the right to “play back

. the tapes”. and ask for an: aoooum- :

'mg S .
The lesson for you and me is

simple:. Obey God’s standard of be- -

havior,’ follow God’s ethical and

. moral pnncnples as revealed .in the

“ Bible. Then;‘and only then,'we need
. fear né “Watergate” witch hunt, ei-
~ther:on earth before a just judge, or
at. the ‘resurrection before a just
" God..

This assiirdnce does not necessar-
'ily mean that Christians will live a
“serene and tranquil life "between
‘now-gnd the year 2000. “All that
-wilf#fve godly.in Christ Jesus shall

* suffer persecution” (H Tim. 3:12). -
"And, “*%We must through much .

tribujation enter into the kingdom of

God” (Ac]s 14:22). This does not-

refer to religious argumcma and an-
tagonistic . literature . alone. Jesus
Christ foretold the time when pro-
fessing Christians, «would kifl true
Chmuan,s

16:2). In othef words, righteous-tiien

“Yea, the time cometh, _&-*'
- that whosoever killeth you will think- "
.that he doeth God scr\?lcc ohr

_-wWill be slam for being: “disloyal to *

their church or nation.
.Danie] was’ ncarly put to death

for merely continuing in prayer to- . -

ward God (Dan. 6). Jeremiah was

wgys suffered persecution and p_n—
vation for. nOt being “loyal” to a

nation's or church‘s oorrupl lead-."~

- ership.

- ™n  the long run we are all-

dead qunpped economist John M.

Keynes. -But-in a much longer run

+ we will all live again! 1t is our moral
standing at that “point in time” (as
‘Watgrgate witnesses say) that will
determine our gternal fate. Is your
loyalty diregted toward God and the

bemg loyal to the wrong cause? O

Lo aceused of -treason (Jer. 38:4), im- - -
_prisoned in a slime. pit, “and neagly .
executed. God's proplxl\cts ‘have al:: -




ls lt Behevable" _.
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o the’ credibility of
™ < the Bible: has come under
* serious question.

Many have tound it

«dlﬂitull o believe "in a
"“r_v book whmh speaks of Jo-

n@h and he™ whale™: an”

“€xtra- long dayin the time

- Qf Joshuaf/? hnst walking

" oh waeer: Shadrach:

At ~Mcsh<\¢,h .and Abcdncbo

questoxons voxced aboul
Genesis '6-9 and see- ‘how
. rucnt data aclually veri-

v
-

I has now bécomc’
populu among mauy‘ lo .
think of ;the Flagd..as . »-. -
nfcrdy a limited Tcglpnal,- '
wuu [)urmg lhc past

. sgrvnvog the hcry fur- _ sdllly of the Hgod ;;m‘.l
s qaCe Adam siil Fve; the _'Im(’h garc,n oppouuoﬂﬂ
quc]um crossing  the -

5'? ch Sed” . and ahost of
smhlar “ac&)um\ written
08 -posiive, t-dctually-
d)drhappcn.d.mﬁmn -

Perhaps the long,b"‘blp
. M] au.qdn‘i No.ihs
Bl Plood o (acnuls has -

) cyokcd ‘More que\mms'
than. an) Othet. s it un-
rc&onablc ‘10 believe in

'un:ly 1t was rea: A
Sonedof the FIood is, asr .
rcd]x,w 1w unIy a Iodﬂ ’
“Mempummx.m event, .

y It i§ not my purMc to N
- S . _f‘._lf\__é{'}. lpudl“_ln Mhre Ark?’ present g comprehensive © Y
, o A"'»Ha'vc modern  scientific —— blbllw.l cxcglt:sxa opithe " o
W tindifigs truly mades the S . : pﬂwcrsulu; of the, Hood
2 k| unp(u,dﬂk account ‘out of date? ﬂ.“,." by ﬁober'c E. Gentet . However, to-asgume, unythuxg-qlse is
g Whilgahe many. re\mlhmuons of‘ e ‘Clearly Contrary: t lhcvwmght of bib-

“ . ol

eal Huod and’ the Ask. We will see
hat” the.- “Bible~ is consistent “With °

. other fields of knowledge. bcnptufe

iy rc,nson;xbl;:“

“of the Noachian Déluge and

the Ark make sense in the
- light of-_ modern; sr;uep_hftc
findings® -~

« ~Thé Elobd ‘cannot bé disgussed in q * ,s the Hood rnerely d“Hebrew lical rcvg,lduon and reasom. N LE T L
< . ,‘ shnrl’,‘guglé this article will exam-, . T‘he need f'or @ sea: bo;,ng Afk 13.»\. .
-ine tHevenain objections to the biblj-- myfh% Does the b'bl'cal reCOrd compelling redson {b believe in' thc o

Flood 3 intercontiffeatiad . :
Why eommand Noah. to Build” 30
W ATk when he could ha\zc«snmply H-
graled wa nun flogded region? Nei-
Sther would m&a mukc wm& lo mkc

etledts.. -
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lor !he animals, the food supply.
and the humans aboald u.dmns

“mass or contl~
imals or birds not found

¥elsewhere. Australia has its kanga-

100, koala bear, duckbilled platypus,
and Tasmanian devil. Nerth Amer-
ica boasts the beaver, rattlesnake,

- raccoon, turkey and-opossum. South

America offers the llama, capybara,
and sloth. Asia has its peafowl'and
panda bear. Africa has the giraffe,
hippopotamus and zebra. Certain
island groups also have kinds of ani-

mals not found elsewhere. How did

° all these apimals become segregated
after lca%{;;w Ark? '

r that God - not Noah —
originally brought the animals 1o

Consi

*the Ark (Gen. 6:20). It would not -
. have been a difficult mattcr for Him
to see to 1t that théy also redistri- -

buted themselves after the', Flood.
God s the Originator of animal mi-
gration It was His will that the ani-
mals * as well as mankind -
rcplcmsh and repopulate limited
geographical reatms after the Flood
(Gen 91, 105, 11.8-9). It should

‘be no surprise to see both men and

anuigls even ll)ddy basn.ally segre-
gated around the ‘world. Thus prin-
ciple ought to seem basic. All forms
of hife exist in the specific land arcas
where they can best flounsh.

- Neither arg.the major land
masses af the’ earth as isolated as
one might suppose: They hive been

ave oily
taken up- 30 percent of the Ark's:

phm,that the inte-

even less ssolated in_the past Wit

ness the exisung land bndge be-
- the Sina
Penmnsula and Central Americas
between the North and South

Amecnican copunents. The Bering .

* ‘Straits between North America and

Asia are quite shallow. Thousands’
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of square miles are covered by water
less then 150 fect deep. Large areas

.or prcsent ocean, between South-
Epsf Tadies, lmd
. ‘Ausifalia are’ less than 6007 feet”
deep. This illustrates that such’
present-day isolated communities.

.éastérn Asia,. the

0, as men “travel and mlgra
they traditionally take with them fa-
miliar plants and animals. Some go

with them accidentally. Many ani- -

mals have spread to new areas in
this manner - the rabbit to Austra-
lia, the English sparrow and Euro-
pean corn borel.to the Americas,
etc. -

Recent discoveries are showing
that much sea traffic existed in the

ancient world. The. Bible itself )

shows that Solomon’s ships plied
the seas and brought back precious
items’and animals to the Middle

_East from great distances (I Kings

9:26-28: 10:22. 1l Chron. 9 10) Itus
logical to conclude that ammals
were shipped between other arcas as

" well

It has alsé been demonstrated
that animals have reached solated
islands on floating masses of vegeta-

Ction or of storm and flood debnis. -

This has been pointed out by such
authors as Rachel Carson 1n her
now classic wortk The Sea 4round
Us Whenever an island cmerges
from the sea: 1t soon becomes the
home of varpus sorts of ammals
and plants.

Where Is the Floed '
- in Geology?
Prior 10 the mineteenth cgntury it

was commonly beheved the Flood .

was responyble ‘tor practically all
geologic phicnomena  Whenever &
fossrigwas found. the tinder would

immediately think of Noah's Flood,

But soon cracks in the 1dea devel-
oped If Nosh's Flopd was truly. re-
sponsible for most' or all of the
earth’s fossxlsﬁhcn why 1sn’t the fos-
sil record thoroughly mixed up?

B

"cannot be fitted into the short time
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Why do certain Iayers only contain
certain fossils? Why, for example,
aren’t dinosaur remains ever found
Jmixed with tigers, lions and other
: s"oi’«modem mammal life?
Mammial remains are ‘almost en:

tirely missing from the wodd of tho
-, “terrible lizards.” '
*This enigma multiplics when one

onsiders that the stratigraphic rec-
: ‘noalybtundmtood 10 rep-’

bulk of the geoﬁ!) o '
sents a sequence of events

.span of the Flood itself.
For this reason, there was often a
difference of opinion among theolo-

. gians and mineteenth-century Bible-

belieying scienusts as to where the

evidence of the ‘Flood 15 to be found

in the rocks Estimates have ranged
from the entire geologic column to a

“thin claw layer at the site of ancient
"~ Ur! (Sir Leonard Woolley. Exéava-
. tions at Ur, London, Ernest Bonn,

Lid. 1954) >

A proper understanding must be-.
.gin with a knowledge of both the
Bible and the carth’s silent, yet re-
vealing, fossil record

The avowed purpose of God n
the Flood was to destroy both man

and beast trom the face of the earth.

Thus 1s clearly the reason God sent a
flood of waters It was a time of

great extincon. Thus is the first vital )

clue

But we also nced to remember
that the Flood was a relatively re-
cent évent  Bibhical uhrodology
would place 1t about 43 centuries
ago. Thercfore we should expect to

find the evidence for the Flood 1o
wards the Iop of the carth’s laycred

sequcence.

The thurd clue xnvolvcs man him-

‘self and his world. We hve in a
world of mammals, birds, and flow-
enng plants:

It should be a world quite similar

to the pre-Flood world. The Ark, -

remember, housed representatives
of all kinds of air-bgeathing land life

forms. What we find around us
" today should fundamentally be the

[V 3
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same type of life Adam and his pre-
Flood descendants saw around
them. {t would be logical to expect
certain varicties to become extinct
“in the Flood, but theit kind and type
should sull be with us today.
- In summary, we could expéct. to
find geological evidence of the
wad by 1) noting a time of ex-

sequence ofgoéls, and 3) looking ..
for an extinction x_nal-‘types

S wmeh are familiar 1o E&w

- What evidence is. thege, then.: in

Min; n the fossil record, 2) look- «
Coing “ig top of the geologid” ™
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wrpcd off thc face of the Americas
until the Spaniards reintrodueed’

them a mere 500 years ago. Again, -
“why?” (Holliday, Kate, Wesr maga-.
- zine, July 30, 1972, “By Tar Pre-
served,” pp. 11, 14))

This. revealing quote gives-some
fundamcnlal facts of paltontology
— points we will do well to.consider.
p.Note there have been TWO times
of mass’vertebrate extinction in the

entire history of the earth. The first -

was the extinction of the dinosaurs
(and i1t could also be added, 'ﬂying'

reptiles and marine reptiles). The

.

‘biological evolution '1multancously

with Charles Darwin, was s!ruck by
the abrupt, strange and recent deci
mation of mammal life.

In 1876, Wallace noted: “We live
in a ‘zoologically lmpovenshcd
world, from which all the hugest,
and fiercest,
have recently disappeared . .. yet it
is surely a marvelous fact, and one

" that has hardly been sufficiently’

dwelt upon, this sudden dying out
of so many large Mammalia, not in, -

land surface of the globe™ (Alfred

and strangest forms ..

. one place only but over half lhég

the geological column which’ would
énd weight to the worldwide catas-.‘
2ph precnpluted by Noah's

_second and more recent vertebrate’
. éxgnction was that of mammals
e ommonly giant size compared
W h“OSc lnlng today).
e mmmqlun extinction “is es-
_ pecially mfe!gstuxg It is- recent.
© Mammals are, the _dominant verte-
brates of today. Aqd as might be
" suspected. their pelegtive dis- ',
appearance after a peniod: of suc-
- hfe is.a mystery 10 sgience.

Russel Wallace, Geographical Distri-
bution of Animals; New York: Haf-
ner, 1962, VYol. I p. 150). .
"Now after 100 years, scienusts -
know the effect was worldwide. A
global disaster struck the earth after
-the Ice Age that hit the animal King-
- dom very hard. South Amenc,a ltost
nearly all its large animals. I‘Umpc
¢« and Asia suffered losses as well. The
day of giant mammals had come to
an end.

Dr. George
‘visor of the famous
" Brea Tar Pits,-had this ‘ it
the “'siicky” problem of extiric¥offt
“We have had two eras of mass? -
vertebrate extinction in the worlds% ‘
existence: that of the dinosaurs . \
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and that of the large mammals at
the end of the Pleistocene or Ice

(Age.. When that period was over,

mammoths, mastadons and saber-
toothed cats were extinct — all over
the globe.

“It 1s a mystery. The saber-
toothed cats, for instance, were very
successful -animals. .They ... .died
out completely. Why" Calustrophc.”
Plague? ldrlhquakcs" A change in
environment or chimate? We do not
know. -

“We do not know, ¢ither, the an-
swer to the mysteries within the
mysteries For example. harses went
through their own evolution only in
the Western Hemusphere - so com-
pletely thal it takes an expert tw tell

_the bones of the last ancient horses
from those of modern ones. They
spread throughout the world -
reaching the other conunents, we

think, across the land- bndge in .

which is now the Bering Stran.
Camels followed almost the same
pattern. Yet ..
camels became extinet in the West-
em Hcl?ispherc. Horses remained

mamrholh lived care

_ In that day of giants, we find bage
vers as big as bears. gianl arma

. both hdrses and-

fringes of the glaciers.
ica was an clephant’s par .

But these giant. now k
forms of elephants were not a

dillos, giant ground sloths weighing
as much as present-day ¢lephants,
bison with fantdstic six-foot horn
spans. the great saber-toothed cats
and giant jaguars These. along with

horses and camels, vanished: Why?

The land was well suited for theg.

The dce Age was vver. Yet about 70 -

percent of all native North Ameri-
can mammals with an adulj body
weight of over 100 pounds became
extinct 10 & tme of plenty.

v About a hundred yean ago, scien-

tists began o see the magnitude of-

the exuncuon problem. Alfred R.

Willace, who developed the idea of

Yes, indeed! Andﬂh

_ One writer wisely noted: “The di-

¢ =posaurs and the saber-toothed cats
" did not d®-out becausg- they had.

Solhejxow tled. They “apparently
dneddnn because of some powerful

.and unusual forces enurely bc)nnd

their confrol™ (Science [):gml ‘The

. Great Dmosaux Disaster.” Daniel
Gohen, March: 1969, p. 52)
© “powerful and: bnusual” forces?-

th( vase of (hc

rcoent "mammal

V “gadem who wish ch -
bout the Flood are w

cin remain confidgl
ings-of science cofid
thc words of Scnplu s
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ANASSEH'S father wus righ-
M teous and prosperaus King -,
Hezekmh In his boyhood
he revelled in the luxurious’ appn(m-
ments of a ‘young prince. .
He had everything a boy could
ever, hopc for: royalty, comtorts,
security, and a father who abeyed

God and was richly. blessed for ut, -

But what was, most important to
young crown prince Manasseh was |

that snmcd‘n he would rule the

l\mg,dum of Judsh.
I'hat ddy was not far off, because
Hezekidh™ died when his son was

only welve years of age. Now the’

. \oung king had a full chance to

.éany mh‘lwug 10 forget

sow hiy wnld vats” with the¢ wtal

‘resburces o the kmgdom as his .
~long 55- )Mr reign - began

. Momnnh Fou'g.h Gt{d
The wvery mame “Manassch’
“and Ma-

. nu»chwcr» gurckly forgot wh,ncvcr

.

“- good His.tather had taught-him The
“first- thing the pew kg dud ‘was 10
shiscard” Goil's laws. Josephus. Hie
. anaent Jewish hwstorian, mentony
- that Manassch “departed from the: -

_Does tho most vwcked I(mg
who ever ruled the land of Ju-, ,

“dah. stz]fhave a chance to ontar'

reppntanco - too httlo, too '

Iato?

conduct of his father, and fell in_iﬁ"' a
course of life quite contrary thereto,,

But une- trait he n,membcrcd
from his tather - Whep. chkmh

wughl Gaed, he dud it with efl” hu‘ -

hears gll Cheons 3121 Whul Ma-
nassch Jdid- was -albo done nlmle

. brunedh. dlld thisincluded syaming .

“And he did. that which was evil .

.’ the sight OF the. Lond. “after the
.ubonmmlmna ot the hculh»u whom.
“the ‘Lord vast oul .belu_(c_ the dul-~_

o

" the Kingdom of God? Or was-.~
. his sorcalléd. *

p chango of
. heart”’ marely & "death bed’”

he proved @ by his actions, |

-~ Strayed

. 1cmplc iself (venes 4

and showed himself in-his manners
~mOst -wicked 1 all- respects, and
“omitted po sort of impiety " (An-
. liguaties, X, 3, I) oo -,

. more, he dealt with eval splrlls .
‘and he practiced -

-rank demonism

Tu begin q,,\M(h he rcbu;ll the
. hngh pldu.s that chkmh had de-
) altars for pagan wor\hlp :
- V_plau:d in conispicuous locationy He oo

" alsomade altars for Baal, and h‘( -

burlt altars "for ~all the host
heaven™ (sun. ‘maon, and star wer.

‘ship) mside the Hous¢ u!}‘tud M -

even: pul a graven mmgr in_ the

Vaiiey of Hinnom (Cichenna) as an
aoflering ta, a pagan gud‘ Further-

: wmhuatl and cuahdnlmcnw (verse

h) - ..-o

Mmmwch “also hvcd by astrology.
“ds do mahy mday who check “their

hnmm)pca m the dally ncmpapcrs

But this was unly one-of the man)g: .
g vody siny, Gogl.. w-n holdmg

against him. LT

! (II nga 21 ") He - .
i was ‘ag ‘wicked. as, King. Ahab of .
,_I'!Sra«:l had been’ some vears ‘carher
.(vcnc 3. M‘m‘mch acxualh had a
iwmerﬂp( for vur great Credtor, and

. ). Butas i
*all this wasny cnnug}i ‘he sacrificed
Chas own Hesh and-blood son in lhe

B & g AT

AT TS re————
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. "'___(hat were amon,
“~would he spare’ “the prophets. for he. -

... 'Manasseh.
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When a Loador‘Goﬂ IWro'ng -
The new kmg didn’t stop’ by po|~
C luungjusl his ownt hfe He'set about - *

10 sctam - his. new  pagan’ rah&;on

- "down the throats’ of his. subjects, He,

led the whole nation astiay. “So

.Manasseh made Judah and the i
habnam,s of Jcmsalem Ao err. and to "
‘do worse than the ‘heathen, whom the *

;"v-_Ldrd had dcstroyed before’ ‘the chil-. -
o dren, of Isfuel” (1 Chron, 33:9).

T be(.amc cxuemely dangerou;

© U for diiyone (o worship God. Judah's.

~wicked ruler simply would iiot toler-!

afe* any ‘warnings .from God's_ ser-" .
vants, b\cauS:: he wasn't about fo
\hangc his-way of life. “He ‘barba-.".

- tously slew all theé nghtcous men
the ‘Hebrews; nor-.

" every-day slew: :some,,of ~them; till’
‘Jerusalem - was” overﬂm\m w‘tth
blood™ (Annquities, X.3,1). .

Tradition - has. i, aqcordﬁ\g

('lm'kta o 7mmem.u'y that: [suah
o the pruphel was put o] death. by !

. sawn. asunder by ‘a e

L wouden’ SaW. (See Hebrcws ll 37)

And:the Bible: vividly staxm that.

Mana»ch had shed mnocent blowd . -

. ‘-.unul *he: had filled. Jerusatem. from .

_CLoone. cnd 10 anothcr. (Il __K;ngs_
LA '

GoJ leu Womino ﬂm

But even though. Isaiah was cxc--

cuted. for his loyalty to his’ Lountry

"God still spoke through "other .

prophets  There was Hoacu._]ocl
Nahum, Habakkuk - and others..

The warping was pl.uﬂ God sald'-

He would wipe Jerusalem as L] dgsh
turning 1t upside down €1l Kings:

22:13); and He wouid acnd the in-"

habitants “of Judah into captivity -
(verses 14-15). He said-
would bring such evil upon His:
people for their sins thgt “whoso-
ever heareth of it, both#RuK ears shall:
ungle” (verse 12).

The message was equally plmn -

REPENT. But-neither the king nor his
pcople would listen. Instead, Ma-
aassch felt that anyone who dared
to show the_faults of their king or
his religion’ wais' disloyal — so he bhad
lhcm executed.

_éncmies

- - decided o go, to lhc rcal God-as a ~ i

that He-

. rexlize th v
" the Babyloniap king,.in danger of .
death, bui he alw had weighing on .

“his conscignce the fact that he him-
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God in His greal mercy gave
plen(y of time for repentance — but
: to no avail. Not only did the king
iVe a sinfuf life as a “know-jt-all”

* teen-aget who thought his. way of
‘rulmg was ‘better than his father’s
- way,.but he continued from bad-to

_-wors¢ throughout all his twenties —
and on into his early thirties.
-' By-this time the roots of paganism

.were so deeply planted throughout
the |
. there -was -only one way to totally
. uproot ‘them — by -uprooting the

"people themselves.” ¢ g

d ‘of Judah that God knew

" Now, finally, God was ready for

.amon i

“For & sztarttﬁr Hc bmught armies
from- the king of Assyria, which (ac-

eordmg o Joscphus) laid waste ‘the |

couintry  They caught Manasseh and

.. 160k him captive, binding him with
~‘chains -and hovks to take him away
~to Babylc)n 1t looked. hke the Jewish
N kmg was done for.

But maybe ¢ven- God changcd
Hls plans %

. Manasseh OMomt Mcmyl
Some hnalonans bclu.vc ‘that Ma-

'mle,ach »lartcd praymg, ﬁrsl 0. thc )

heathen - goda tor Telease’ from his
and; this havmg failed,

lzul resorl
“Whether or noi. ht: 1alkcd to false

‘goda ATt 1snot .mentioned in the.
“biblical “account. :But one thing is

certaip The: Bible does nol cxagger-,
ate. whien  stapfig” that  Manasseh -

“humbled huimself GREAILY before .
~",-(hc God -of hx,s ‘Tathers” (ll Chron
L3301y - :

huddcnly the wrcu.hcdncsa of his-

‘wholé life. s(an,d hun in the face: -
“his sunking sins73i ull, ‘painful and.

unforgettable view. Not only did: he
he, was ‘at the mercy of -

self had been responsible for thou-
sands of his own people dying
mereiless deaths. (C ompare the ac-
count in Joscphus.) He was about w

‘reap what he had sown, - o

Now, put yourself in Manassehs
shoes for a minute. Suppose’
knew that God had added fiffeen
years to your father’s life after he
prayed? Undoubtedly Hezekiah told’
his own son firsthand-how the great-
God had supernaturally caused the
sun to retreat ten degrees — simpl
to show Hezekiah that his life woul
be spared. o™

If you knew. you fhad been a

" wicked tyrant, having illed count-

less righteous men, what thoughts
would race through yowr mind?
Wouldn’t you ask fer-another
chance? And, realizing thdt you
were not worthy ‘of that second
chance, wouldn’t you promise God
that things would be different? -

The Bible doesn’t record Manas-
seh’s prayer; but whatever he said
was eflective. It got results. Our-
great and merciful God forgave
even wicked King Manasseh and re- -
stored him 1o, his kingdom! Yet this
man had sinned habitually yéar af-
ter year — despite God’s warnings
for ‘well over two decades!’ ‘

If you had*been God, would you
have been willing to forgive? Fur-
ther, would vou have even been
willing to put this man back ‘ntc
office? Think about it.

' ;lut Was: Monasseh's
"~ Repentance Real?

Jesus Christ saxd “Wherefore by

- their ‘fruits’ ye “shall know them”
. (Ma. 7:20). By looking at the fruils
- in, Manasseh's life, we can find out-

whether or not he mcant business.
- To begin with, the reinstated Jeae

ish king was appWy in hi

“early or mlq.}rlhlmcs when he: was
: can:icd‘_gﬂ” o Babylon. But he hved
.. 10 be 67 years old. This means that,

" while he had quled in tyranny for a-

) lm]c ‘more than 20 years, he was
“given over 30 years to reign righ-

leously'
Upon reading the account in 11

N Chromcle& 33:13, you can fipd that
" God “heard his supplication, and

brought him again to Jerusalem into
his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew
khal the Lord-he was God.” He not
ounly knew lhc Lord was God, but he

»
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did somethmg about it! Read verses
15 and 16:°

gods and the idol out of the house -
“of the Lord, and all the altars that
he shad built in the mount of the
house of the Lord ‘arid in Jerusalém,

.-he repaired the altar of the Lord,-
.and «acrificed thereon peace oﬂ’er-_
ings and thank offerings, and-com- "
manded Judah to serve lhe Lord God

‘, Isra8l.”

Read be(wcen the lmes It took

- guts and.c haracter 10 publicly admit
‘he needed to change his life! He had

-, to swallow a lot of pride to com-

the oppositeaGod still caused the:
Jewish people to. go into Babylonian
captivity, for turning to, paganism,
«  but it did not happen during Ma-

~ nasseh’s ‘life ~ this occurred. a

* couple of generations later, when
Judah had gnother king who would

,  not repe'n't;} - :

.. Josephus®account -goes into more
‘detail -about Mdnasaehs later life:

’ ddngef he:was 'in; and when he had
- come to Jérusalem, he, endeavoured

" “And he took away. the strange

. and “cast the_m out ‘of the city. And . B

‘mand his people to serve God after .-
he had spent years telling them just -

. “So.Manassch was released by the -
i 7 king of Babylon and escaped the.
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. about- Manasseh takms,ﬁ jhe

““strange gods”;

but thé a nt in
the Bible does not necesparily say

- which came first. But if the account -
.in Josephus is_.correct,

Manasseh

_'wanted to get Tight with his God
-~ before worrying ahout the security

" of the country — apparently trusting :

.,God to protect Jerusalem while he
‘was busy destroying the evil that

- brought on the punishment.

" Josephus continues his account by
saying, “He did not only repair the,
old walls with great diligence, but

" added dnother wall to the former.’

‘He also built very lotly towers, and
the gagrisoned placcﬁbciore the city |
he strengthened,, not only in other
respects, but with provisions of all,
sorts thal they wanted ....” WHO

- wanted? His subjects! Apparcntly

‘Manasseh had finally learned to lis-

“ten to the people undep him.

But was his repentance lasting?

Read on: ... And, indeed, when
he had chunged his former course,
he so led his life for the time to
come; that from the time of his re-
turn to piety towards God, he was
-deemed a happy man, and a paitern

’ for imitation.”

D d if it was possible, to cast out of hts e

“memory. those Kis former sins.
against God, of which he now RE-’
"PENTED, and (o dpply himself to a

. ('-' very religious'life. He sanciified the -

temple: and purged the city, and for

. - the rémainder Bf his days he was
" intent on nothing but to return his-
thanks to God for his deliv-
erance .. (Amu)ugzes X3 2, em-

, pha‘sls ours).

Manasseh didn’t just pray, he
changed his whole way of hvmg'
= Josephus goes on to show that “he .

i . " offered the legal sacrifices as Mosess
©*tommanded; and when he had re- . °

sstablished what concerned the di-

took care of the secumy of Jerusa-
lem.”

The b;bhu.d au,ount in H Chron-
"icles mentions” the building of the
«wall —“the security of Jerusalem — -
in the verse, precedmg 'the ones

b vine worshlp as it oughl to be, he .

Truly an 1mp1rmg examplc “of
change for a man who had .made
such a mess of his life.: - .

A ‘Mos‘soge for All Who ‘
Serve God

In his youth, King" Manasseh

tried 1o forget God, In-his majurity,

“he tried. to forgel ‘the sins of his.

youth. - .
Do you suppose €hrist had Ma-
nasseh in mind when He said, "He
who is forgiven much loves much”?
-Yet -God didn’t cxpcu penance

.from ‘Manasseh, but ‘He did expget

him to change. And ‘Manassch,
rather than living in sorrow the rest
‘of Jhis life because of his wicked

youth ‘was deemed a happy man"

He couldn’t have been happy if he

) wasn't forgiven.

It takes a lot of love lo forg:vc -
and God loved even wicked King
Manasseh. Would you have -been

willing. 0 forblvc ng Manasseh? .
Are. you ¢ven willing to forgive your

_whether we believe it or ndt! -

that we have no sin, we deceive

. it
- S

brother unto “seventy times.seven™?

(Matt. 18:21-22.)-1f not; God wjll
not_forgive your sins (Matt. 6,
15), and we :ALL de.sin <o

Notice I John 1:8 —:“If we s

selves, and the truth is not in us.”’
But, on the other hand, “If we
confess owgsins, he is faithful and
just to forgive.us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unnghleousness
(verse 9).
God always "blesses any(me who

confesses and turns from sin. Ma- %

nasseh’s repentance. is one of.the
most profound in ali.the Bible, be-
cause it shows that our God is so
fitled with compassion.that He will
honor the sincere repentance of -
anyone; no matter how unregene-

- rate and rotten his past deeds.
Surely no king of Israel or.Judah .

ever provoked God's wrath more

. with his blatantidolatry. Only Ahab

could begin to rival Manass¢h in

.wickedness (II'Kings 21:3). Yet our

God 15 5o brimful-of mercy that He

" also honored even Ahab’s huﬁ\ility,

though in Ahab’s:case he never
really repented ¢l Kings 21:29).

God will forgive apy person who
makes a full surrender to Him with:

" out any reservations —-. no matter

how terrible or how many have
been his sins. God will forgive them
all! (Matt. 12:31.) “For as the
heaven 1s high above the earth, so.
great is his mercy toward them that
féar -him. As far as the east is from

‘the west, so far hath he removed our .
‘ transgressions , from  us. ]
father piticth his children, so the

Like as a

Lord wpiticth them that fear him”

© (Ps. 103:11-13).

God made sure that His Word
aomamcd examples of the real re-
pentance of grievous sinners. So no

_,one should eversay, “My sins arc 50
. bad that God couldn’t possxbly fore ¥

give me.” .
And no matter how you'may feel

about your personal sins, that same -.'"

merciful God stands ready ro forgive
Jyou upon genume repentance . (Ps.
86: 5) o
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f1 . JNoR ME Chrmmas was one of -
i - the most joyous times of the "

~year. Well do I remember, as
I grew up in New York and Chicago; the
cut pine trees ifi the public-squares;.
.. and the colored orbs and bulbs with

how-the ringing. of bells and carols

~ .poulevards were carpeted with newly
fallen Iayers of clean white snow. Oh
: /‘\: the excitement of anucxpaung a vxsn,
“from St. Nick! .

. But strangely enough, not il age
- .:;‘eleven or twelve did I begin to grasp
that the central figure of Christmas
was not  supposed to be Santa Claus;
“instead, this merry holiday was sup-
] .posed to celebrate. the ba'fh of Jmus
g Chnst

. My family was ot ‘devout.’T had -

whnch they were -hung. 1 remember

filled the air, and how the streets and

* The feason fef this was simple.

Santa Claus, reindeer, deco-
rated trees and candy canes.

"What have these to do with

Christ? Is Christmas Christian?

_ And should‘lt be obsalved?

?
received no religious ‘instruction or

training of any kind during my for- -
mative years. Consequently, when: lt )

came to God and religi6n, I.just’

"couldn’t have cared less. As Christ-
. mas rolled around, Christ and:salva-
tion were the last things to enter my ..
mind. T simply“thought of Santa™’
Claus, reindeer, colored lights: gifts,
- and my stockjag full of “goodies.”

What about-you? Did you .think

“of Christ in-€’ hnstmds —.or of Santa

Claus candy canes, and: gemng

"Years latcr a&a young man enter- -

oy

by E..-'"Micﬁoal Haiss

PR .;'r"'- B8

ing my.iwenties, a mdr\clom thm;>
happened. The great creator God
opgned my mind and began 1o work
with me. He caused me to begin to

understand some basic truths and

_ priniciples. He made ‘me realize 1

needed a Saviour, whe | learned
was Jesus ‘Christ — whose birthday
we supposedly celebrate at. Christ-
mas time.

But somehow the whole thing still
seemed, so vague ‘and nebulous.
Since God’s Word, the Bible. admo-

:{,nished me to “prove all things; hold

fast that which is good™ (I Thes.

8721, and since I knews very Inge
about God and salvation, 1 set out

to learn more about Jesus Christ

“and to cement the connection | sup-
" posed existed between.Christ and

Chnstmas s
Was [ ever in for a shock'

I
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- says there were . .

Not in ”I. Bible
To begm witlf, I found that the

word-“Christmas” is nowhere men-
“tioned in the Bible. Furthermore,
there is no biblical evidence that-
any of the original apostles ever ob-"
served what we know as Christmas.

In fact, historians and biblical schol-
ars have clearly demonstrated that
Christmas - was never observed by
the early New Testament Church. -
" What’s more, we observe the
wrong day. Jesus was born nowhere
near December 25th. This is best
illustrated by a well-known Christ-
mas carol,*The First’'Noel. The
words; you probably remember, go

_like this: “The first Nocl the angel

did say, was to certain poor shep-
herds in ficlds as they lay. In fields
where they lay keeping their sheep,

“on a cold winter’s night that was so

deep.”

The song is beautifu
words do not makeysense and are
oomradiclurf/. WhatShepherd in his

‘right mind ig gging to k€ep his sheep

out in the open ora frecz:mg ‘win-

‘ter's night'?

True enough, the New Testament
. shepherds abid-
ing 1n the ficld, keeping watch over
their flock by night” (Luke 2:8). But
it is a historical fact that shepherds
in Judaea brought in their flocks
from the fields when autumn com-
menced: (September-October), and

sent them back at the beginning of

spring (March-April).. There is no

way ("hrist could have been born en

December 25th’ (Write for our free

_article “When Was Christ Born?”
. for a more detailed explanation.)

-~ _How‘Man‘y Wise Men?

How many times have you gazed
upon “nativity scenes” depjcting

Jesus as a babe in a manger with -

Mary and Joseph nearby and the

, but the

-

three -wis¢ men presenting their

gifts? .
© Weré you led to think there were
thre¢ wise men? And were you led
to think that they presented their
gifts to Jesus while he ‘lay in a
manger? *

.

manger, you may begin to wondeg if  (Matt. 2:6). Other prophecies reveal

GOOD NEWS Doo.mb«lm

I was — but I was wrong.

The Bible does nor tell us how
many wise men came to Jesus. It
says only that they presented Christ

with -three kinds of- gifts —. gold,
frankincense; and myrrh. See Mat- _

thew 2:1-11.

»
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there is anything bibucally correct .

about the Christmas story. In fact,
you may well question whether
there is any connection at.all be-

tween Christ and Christmas, and - .

whether observance of Christmas
even honors Christ.

for one cutteth a tree out o

44 F or the customs of the people are vain:
forest, the work of the hands

the
the

‘workman, with the axe. They deck it with
silver and with gold; they fasten it wrth nails
and hammers that it move not’’

- Jeremiah 10: 3 4

‘Three types of gifts are not pro;{f‘ .

that there were three wise men. A¢-

counts preserved in the Near East _

state there were twelve wise men
who were accompanied by a retinue

of as many as one thousand persons.”

It does seem likely there were more
than three in their party, because I
doubt very much that all Jerusalem

-would be troubled. because -three
strangers came asking .questions

(Matt. 2:3).
The Wrong Setting

not present their gifts to Christ
while he lay in a manger. To be
sure, Jesus was laid in a manger
shortly after being born (Luke 2:7).

But by the time the wise men ar-

rived on ‘the Scene, he was in a
house (Matt. 2:11). By this time

~ - Jesus’ was'alrcady several weeks
‘or months "old. The event here

descnibed 15 not what you could
consider a-typical birl[:day

party.. -

So not only do we huvc no bibli-
cal evidence for our Christmas ob-

servance. but- wé've got thlf wreng .
day, possibly the Wwrong number of ~
_wise men, and certainly the wrong

sélling for their visit.
Outside of Christ’s being laid in a

" Why Gifts for Cl\risﬂ

Most people seem to like the cus-
tom of giving and receiving gifts at
Christmias time. Giﬂﬁ:vihg is sup-
posedly based on what’the wise men
did. True- enough, the wise men.

“brought gifts; but -they gave their

gifts to Christ — not to each other.
-And understand, they did not

present their gifts to Jesus because it

was His birthday. The wise men

' . Brought -gifts to Christ because He
" was a king. Remember what they

: L ., '+ asked upon arriving in.Jerusalem? -
Furthermare, these wise men did | PO 8

“Where is he that is born King of
the Jews? for we have seen his star
[angel — Rev. 1:20] in the east, and

- arc come to worshxp him” (Matt

2:2).

It was the ‘universal custom to
present a gift to a king when being
ushered into his presence for the
first time. The same holds true for
today. If for some reason you are
granted an audience with a king,
president or prime minister — the

head of a "soverugn state — it is .

still customary to present a gift of
some sort in honor of that lgader’s

“office

That’s exactly what the wise men

did. They gave Jesus gifts because

He was born to be a king — destined
to rule over all twelve tribes of Israel

I
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He is destined to rulc over far more.
than Israel. He is descrjbed as ng
of kings and Lord of Yords (Rev.
- 19:16). All power. in heaven and
earth has been given to Him (Matt.
28:18). No wonder these dignitaries
from the Edst.came bearing such
costly gifts as gold, frankincense and
myrrh. .

Christmas' Doesn’t Horlor
Christ .

Jesus said absolutely nothing
about celebrating His-birthday. So
why do it? Especially on a. day

~ which is nowhere near His birthdate -

- with dcwrzmons and customs to-

, tally foreign W Him, and giving gifts -

‘to each othcr #ither than to Christ. -
Look at ‘it this way Supposc a
“group.of your close friends decide to

celebrate your birthday without
saying a word to you ‘or taking into .
consideration any of your thoughts -

or desires. They go' about it by
choosing a date which'is ot your
birthday and a location where you
won't be. They arrive at the ap:
pointed time and place and proceed

to enjoy themselves lhoroughly -

. singing, feasting and presenting
each other with gifts in your name.
And all the while they-are in reality
totally ignoring you — not giving
you so much as a single gift.

Yet these “friends” of yours ‘.lhlm
they are Lclcbrdmrgyaur‘bmhday -
‘that they are doing all this in your
honor. But are they? How would
you feel about 1?

* Well, I wonder ‘what Christ thinks
about Christmas. After all, it's sup-
posed.to be His birthday. We say we
are doing it in His honor. Yet we
observe it on a day which is not His
birthiday, and we give Him very few
gifts — if/any. Are we really doing
all this in Christ’s honor? Have we

“ever taken the time to ask whether
‘we should observe Christmas?

If not; it’s time we did!

No Conno\cﬁo‘n'

It is time we faced the simple fac(
thht there is no link between Christ
and our Christmas with its Santa
Claus, reinde¢er, decorated pine

GOOD NEWS December 1973 -

trees, candy canes, wreaths, etc. —

that it just doesn’t honor Christ. If ‘f

you can find any such 1fik or valid
connection,.it’s more than I can do.
You maytry — and if you find it, I

- ‘would apprectate. hearing from you

— 1 really would. But [ can tell you
right now that-it’s a lost cause. I
know, because I tried — and I failed.
And it’s no use trying to “put Christ
back in Christmas” — because He
was never in it in the first place.
Certainly our Christmas, symbols
do honor someone, but that some-
one isynot Jesus ofNazareth. You'd
be amazed to find out who it is. If
you would like to understand the
historical origins of Christmas and
whose birthday it honors, then write
for our free booklet The Plain Truth
About Christmas. As its title" in-
dn,atcs it will make the matter plain
to you, and you will be as shocked
and-astonished as | was,

God's Holy Days -

One final thought about Christ-
mas. It overshadodend obsgurcs
what the Bible cdlls “ne “feasts of
the Eternal™ Yes; God does have
festivals which H¢ calls #is feasts —
days which are holy to Him. But
- Christmas isn’t one of them.

Do you know what these Holy
Days_ are? Can you name them?
Probably not. You may never even
have heard of them. Yet you can
find them-listed in your Bible in the
twenty-third chapter of Leviticus,

" Jesus kept these days. So did Pe-
ter, James, John, Paul, and all the

original apostles. In fact, the®ntire -

early New Testament Church ob-
oserved these “feasts of the Ejernal.”
Shouldn t you?

If you would like to honor Jesus

Christ by ‘observing the feast days
He observed, then write for our free
* booklet Pagan Holidays --
Holy Days - Which? 1t will make
plain to- you the meaning of these
festivals, and why God places such

simportance upon them. These feasts of

God actually picture God’s plan for
all mankind. This booklet explains
that plan step by step. Don’t hesitate

— wrijgfor your frec copy today. - O &L

% "age..A piica must be paid for this |

. cost of pumng this precious gos-

"Church of God and our ever-|
‘growmg family of co-workers

‘}-we may give this.precious gospel |

or God’s

-published < Mark 13:10) in all § -
Ahe world for a witness unto all § -

.nationis’’ (Matt. ~24:13) at thls [t

ime, just.before the end of this| -

magazine, the~ Corraspondence
Course, booklots and otf\er Iitera- '
ure, .

sell it to those who receive it
'Freely ye have received, freely
ive; "’ said Jesus to His disciples |
whaom ‘He was sending to pro-
claim His gospel. it is. more:]
lessed to give, He said, “'than |°
o receive’ (Acts 20:35). i

- God's way is the way of love.
=~ and that is the way of giving;

costs of carrying the gospel to .
thers. - a
-We, therefore, slmply trust the
“Living Christ to stir the minds [~
nd hearts of His followers to |-
give generously, thus paying the

pal truth in the hands of others.
- The faithful,
members of the Worldwide |

.gladly give of their incomes that'{

10 an evar-wndomng number of
teaders. S ;
. The living, dynamic¢ Cl'mst
Himself enables us to send you §

1 -this Good News _magazine with: |- "
‘out charging®s price. God's way’

is num —-— tlw wav o? glvlng o]

Jesus said, i his gospel of the ]
- kingdom shalt be prdached [and -

But how? Chnst forblds us-to .

God expects every child of Histo ] =
:mve freewill offerings and to] -
fithe, as His means of paying the { .

tithe-paying }- .

B P ST T oy




L2

" GOOD NEWS December 1973 -

A

( Continued from page 3)..

‘Now He is only warning this
| world, by sending it a powerful wir*
1 -NBss of the promised intention of
‘God Almighty and Jesus Christ of
_ Nazareth, His Son, to_intervene in
‘human affairs — but He is not beg-

kind to BeLIEVE Him.~

I hope I have made- this clear.
| Your belief or my belief does’ not
... { change or alter the purpose or the
"} plan of God. ..

Evon ilu Disciphs Did No' -
v Boﬁovo Josvs :

Even Jesus’ own closest compan-
" ions, His own distiples, didn’t be-
lieve Him much of the time. They
"] didn’t really believe He would be
|, resurrected from the dead, In the
Garden of Gethsemane — on the
|| night just before He was crucified ~
| . they so doubted Him that“. .. they
-all forsook" hxm and ﬁcd” (Mark
-14:50).

“Latereven aﬁer they had all seen’

29), Peter said, “1 go a fishing,” obvi-

’

going on-dny further?
- Severat of the disciples followed
“Peter back” up to Northern Palestine
'.lbusmess (John 21:3);

‘'separate ways — fully ‘expecting  to.
~lives, Jesus. had- to. prove by many’

~infallible - proofs, .even - personally
‘making’ them HANDLE “Him, :as_in’

-.been resurrected' )

féal ‘FAITH, and backed up by fan-

_'Iitved! N, not just “beheved" in the

.way You mnght ‘believe’ - not’ just
“_behevcd” in the, 'way’ pcoplc are

. ;accnstomed to thm word it *Chri

".ging, plcad;pgfﬁzggmg at hyman- |

‘and recognized Jesus- (ohn 20:19--

and the Sea of Galile, to. hls ﬁshmg
‘ .
.- Likewise, others. scatlered to thelr '

-pick up’ the  reins of: their’ former

‘;’I‘homas wcase, before ‘He' could'
‘MAKE " them - believé He had even».

‘Thep' they kNEW! The disciples |
became :betievable after that; |
»pi‘eachmg in real power, ‘and ‘with ~ation, the Exodus, the
" Noah, memorize the ages. of patri: ]
-archs; or know the dates of the fill -
- of ‘Babylon, or. the - rule of" Artg: |
‘xegxes. You need only BRLIEVE Jesus.
;'.Chnst! You' aeed ionly nndmmud 1=
| - what He .taid{- nndbckm~ You' [

tastic MIRACLES, because : they “be- |-

“believe” the way millions claim to
“believe” in God for feeling, for

7 blessings, or “beheve" on His Word
* today.
*They kNEw! They knew and knew
-that they knew Jesus Christ of
Nazareth was alive — that He had

walked out of that tomb, and that
He was the glonﬁed Son of God
who' was going to return to this
‘earth just as He had said!

But all dunng that 3% years’ ex-

perience prior to their real con-
version+and begettal with the Holy

Spirit, those disciples “believed on”- -
Jesus. But deep down inside, they -

-~

just didn’t BELIEVE Him!

Do You Just Believe

Today — it’s no different. Mil-

lions. of professing" Christians may |
“believe on™ Jesus; they believe He:
‘was the Christ; believe He was the |
“Son of God; even believe in His'
" shed- blood for remission of -their- )"
. personal sHSs — but those same rhil- - |
: lions DO.NOT BELIEVE. WHAT He

ously meaning he was returning to- "SMD’ dont believe. Hiu!

| “his former occupation as. much as to! |
“say, “What's the use? It was a good -
i thmg ‘while it lasted; but now-that :

“th Kiljed Hi hat’s ‘the- :
ey ve iljed Him, whats: nse - saved, do. you alger bzlzeve what He»',_.

- said? |
- One prophecy Qf Chnst sxmply"_' )
‘towers above them ‘all. The “surest |
.:prophecy involves no datés, no spe- .
“cial’ understandmg of Grcek or-He- .
' ibrew, no . -inside kpowledge of_."
blbhcal iypes or sythbolism, -re- -
~quires no. knowledgc of  vague - or |
_-obscuré verses in Zechariah, Joel or
~ Malachi. 1t requlr&s no k‘nowledge
of- Babyloman or Egypuan chronol-
'ogy or time:-cycles, of numerical
.| - meanings or the ' mterprcxanons of
“times -and’ seasons.” You dont";" :
the.Cre- -
ood of -

need to memorize datcs

‘Jesus made one specific promise

over and over again. When He was

taken up to hoaven, that same. | . ..

promise was repeated to His dis-

“ciples even by angels, as the very

first message ever to come down out

. of heaven afier Jesus was taken up.-

That message was: “And when
he had spoken these things, while
they beheld, he was taken up; and a

cloud received him out of their - |
sight. And while they looked stead- |

fastly toward heaven as he went up,
behold, two men {angels] stood by
them in white apparel; which also
said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand.

.ye gazing up into heaven? This
| same Jesus, which is taken up from |
 you into heaven, shall so come in.

like manner as ye have seen him go
mto heaven” (Acts 1:9-11). -
Jesus said over and over again He

would -come back to-this earth. He |.
‘told His disciples, “For 'the: Son of -
.man shall‘CoME in"the glory of. his

Father with his angels; and then he "

‘shall reward évery man according to
. hiis works”™. (Matt. 16:27): He said,
: ““*For whosoever shall bé ashamed-of
'What about you? It you “be‘lxeve
on” Jesus — believé He is your Sav--
xour and the only naine given under ..
3 heaven ‘whereby -men miust- be.

me and of my words, of hini shall

the Son of map be ashamed, when

he shall ¥ome'in his own glory, and. -

in his Father’s,.and. _ofthe holy an-- R

gels (Luke 9:26). ®
Jesus. said o Has dxscnples then

and He says o alI of us (oday, 17
““Blessed: i are those. servams whom
“the-Lord -when he cometh shall find :
,.watchmg
. the . goodman -of ‘the house hqd

. And this know that' lf

known what” hour the thief would -
come, he' would - ‘have watched, and .

" not-have suffered his Qouse to be
_~broken. through. Be ye therefore’ |-
* rgady - also: - for the Son - of man"| -
comieth at'an hout [or time] when ye.
‘-'tlnnk not (Luke 12:37, 39-40).

“Theré are miflions upon mniillions

of professmg, chnmhgomg “Chris-~
tian” people who have a deep-affec:.-
tion and sentunent towa;d *'Jesus 4

Chiist.” . - -
Those nnlhons 1o doubt fcel they

g havc a dx:ect relationshlp with Jesus

-----
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home,” or “Jesus is the silent’ guest
at every meal in this home,” and
they may have pictures in their Bib-
les, and even various religious pic-

' -tures or articles in their homes. )
And those same millions just do

not believe much of what Jesus
. Christ of Nazareth said!'

Today, there seems to be a strong
revival of “fundamentalist. Chris-
tianity” with a resurgence of bekief
in the second coming of Christ on
the part of many evangelists, to-
gether with large numbers of the
“Jesus people,” and literally dozens
of other sects and churches.

While this may appear to be very
good on its surface — it makes one
- wonder if those same people really
understand that the second coming

of Jesus Christ is with “fury poured -

out” and s at the culmination of the
Day of the Lord ~

ing to-all when it says, “Woe unto

‘you. thai dgsire -the day of the’

- Lord! ... the day: of ‘the Lord . is

darkness and nox hght” (Amos_ '
| 5 18) SO l

wl,nif _‘I_s ' Nndodl

* While a converted 'Cliri’_st_iari"can'
carnestly desire the second. coming

- of Jesus Christ to once and for ali

"1 solve this world’s. problems, and

"bring the world  peace, as well as

‘save'that individual by putting him" | |

mto Gad’s Kingdom — a ‘converted

‘ .Chnsmm will - also know that the
"glorified "Jésus Christ -is. Boing .- 10 -
tome, followed by amnes” (Rev.
"19:14) and that.He is coming as a"

“‘powerful. war-making and conquer-

ing KING, not as a sweet and Kindly -
R “humblc carpenter from Nazareth.”

In order to really UNDERSTAND

simply mMusT allow God’s Spirit to

| wash out of your mind al thé cob- |-
“webs ‘of past sentimentality - and -
- “doctrine” in the sense of aocepung. -

and believing in the sécond coming

‘of  Jesus Christ only as a;“tenet of |
fanh " You need to look out your

that great.day of -
| gloominess, “a day of clouds and.of -
thick darkness™ (Joel .2:2), “and "
.that God’s Word thunders a warn- .

.22,
lhe second- coming of Jesus Christ as | -
‘a pragmatic and practical FACT; you |

.Wmdow at the landscape around '

your own home, the hills and moun-

| - tains where you live, thinking of the

entirety of the country-arcund you,
the state, the county, or nation ih-

-which you reside — this broad earth
with all of its continents and its vast, |’
| would inspire those words to be pre-

heaving scas. |
Focus your mind on the fact of
the earth as being a little pinpoint of

light out in the midst of the black-

. ness of the universe, our bright little

spaceship upon which all we human
beings depend in our narrow eco-
sphere for our very day-to-day sus-
tenance;and come to KNOW in your
mind that Jesus Christ of Nazareth

_ is coming to this earth just as surely

as you may have witnessed the re-
turn of a space capsule from a lunar
landing! You nced to UNDERSTAND

. the second coming of Jesus Christas .
. a practical fact of futire world his-

' tory, just around the comer from -
“you, as a great EVENT, and not just

as .a .biblical “argument” or some- -
thing you “believe,” as you believe. -

somie moral dogma, polxtrcal slogan

or historical fact. . ... ¢" |
“¥You, need to capture a personal-j

.vision of what the second coming of .

Jesus Christ wxll rcally be LIKE .

-just as surely as Jesus in His traps::-

figuration gave His own' discipleg a |

-

" foretaste of what He would be like' .
and who would be there dunng HIS .

mxllenmal reign. " Uy -

‘The Redlity ‘of Jnﬁt’_:'_'_ S
Socond Coming R
Jesus contmually tried to get: Hxsi

_ disciples’ minds to focus on the real-

ity of His second coming as a -
pragmanc FACT of future’ history.

- 'He said, “And ther shall they’ see’

the Son of man coming in -a, cloud
with power and great gloryl” (Luke

When Jésus was on trial for His

“lifé, knowing that He would have to .
. endure a brutal and wretched beating, -
“coupled with having spikes driven |

through his hands and feet into an

upright palc, having Himself “raised |
-up” as ‘the prophecles implied,
naked, bleeding, -béfore men — and
-then to die with the thrust of a huge .

right haad of power, and coming in * |

the clouds of heaven” (Matt; 26:64). -
Not only did Jesus know He

served for you and for me to read

-today, but I'm sure He also wanted

the impact of those words to burn

. deeply into the consciousness of that

super-critical priest, searing, like a
hot knife into his vitals, so that at
some future day when he is resur-
rected and beholds that very same
personage, only this time with His
eyes blazing as‘the sun, he too will

fall to his knees in complete and *|
' total repentance and say, “Behold;

my King and my God.” _
~ Jesus did a great deal of His own
personal “witnessing,” but it .was

-not like the kind of “wunmsmg”
- you see.prated about today — sych |
“-a$ a nagging, wheedling “Won't you -{
pleasc believe?” or “Do you know | =
‘what the Lord has done forme?” or .| ;
_'-“Smlle Jesus loves you!”. - :

-

There'is; not a single writer of the

'-New Testament who does not allude - |

to or directly talk about: thé second

coming. of Jesus Christ. (See the |: -
many New Tastamcm seriptures’on .| "
‘page 2) The Apostle Paul referreﬂ

to it again and again, and his eitire .

~fiftéenth chapter -of ! Corinthians’
_deals .with the second “coming “of"
_qus Chnsl and -the resurrection: .|
‘He.wrote to the Church at Thessalo- .

nica, “For this we say unto’ you byv .
the word_of the Lord ... for ‘the-

- Lord hxmscn‘ shall dcscend from

heaven wuh a shom, with a- voice of

the archangel, and with the trump,-

of God . ..” (I Thess. 4:15-16). . :
" And also he used that great event.

‘.___-hs a SURE PROFHECY ~ even as if it | ~

were something to be used as-iy a

. vow_or “oath,” though Jesus com:’

‘mands that- we swear no oath:
The Apostle Paul said, *Now we . .

B .bcseech you, brethten, by-the com-

ing of our Lord Jesus Christ. ..

(I Thess. 2:1), just as Someone
might carnestly urge someone by [ .
- bome great t‘act or event wlnch is. a
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unmovable as the Rock of'Gibral-
tar'
" Paut told Txmothy, “1 give thee

you keep this commandment with-
" out spot, unrebukeable, until the.ap-
_pearing of our Lord Jesus Christ”
(I Tim. 6:13-14).. "~~~ :
Later, when Paul knew his own
martyrdom was impending, he
wrote to Timothy, “For 1 am*now
ready to be offered, and the time of
‘my departure is at hand ..

of righteousness, which the Lord,
‘the righteous Judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me only, but all
them also that love his appearmg
(ll TFim..4:6, 8). .

TM Book of Revslation

“whom Jesus loved,” wrote of the
second coming of Jesus Christ
tinually. He said; *.

|+ —=-the next to last vérse — of -the

[Jesus] which testifieth thesé .things
o{e22:20, -

- The book of Rcvelanon. msplred
.of Patmos is: a book- which gives

“ sueh shmhnb and mind-boggling
: pictures of the*last-plagues and the

- seems there could be ‘hardly ~any
mmauén “of all thes¢ evénts.
‘givé any sennmemalnty" to the sec-
~ofid coming of Jesus Christ.

Rather,

|- such hugely destructive plagues —

charge in the sight of God ... that -

. hence- -
"} ~forth there is 1aid up for me a crown |

The Apostle John, that disciple |

. But we know '
that when he shall appear we shall
-be like him, for we shall see him as’
he is” (I John 3:2). The closmg idea.

* entirety-of the New Testament sym- -
| _marizes the most vital :mpact of sl
‘the New Testament by saying, “He.

~saith, Surely 1 oomé quickly. Amens
- Even so, oomt; Lord Jesus" (Rev =

| eftects upon land, crops, cattle, fish -
‘in the'sea, mankmd and our cmxre,-;
ecosphere or bxosphere sshat it -

human bemgs surviting®at the cul-

. The book of Revelation does not
, it ‘shows the amva] of
- Jesus Christ at thé last momeiit*of, |.
many of them" brought -abouit di- |
. rectly by man himself, and others as.

- [ra-reshlt of the divinc. wrath and in- -
tervcmxon ofGod Ulat one wonders ’

~

'

chaptegs in the book of Ezekiel,
| of Zechariah and Malachi,

- eerning the arrival of a conquering
KING to RULE is the yeason why the |

_v‘cemmg “Emmanuel,” and- that con- -
{~migistry and .messiahship, - 4
1. !K ey. so- firmly ‘expectech 3 great
1o be: written -of John ‘on the Island -

- cerning God sending His Son to this
- earth to qualify for its future wortd "

" time to “magnify the Law and make

in'reading of those shockmg biblical ;
symbohsms whether there could
be a man, woman, or child lefx
alive.

It is only - through Jesus’ own
promise that “for the elect's sake -
those days shall be shotténed” .
(Matt. 24:22), that you can know .
that Jesus Christ of Nazareth is go-
ing to cut short the awful global
conflict which could spell cosmo-
;cnde

Old Testament Prophecies
Christ’s second coming is virtually
the whole THEME of the New Testa-
ment, and, in practical fact, is a -
main part of all of the Old Testa-
ment prophecies, including whole

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel and others

in Hosea, Amos, and the whole

" book of Zephaniah, as well as much

(See

‘page 2 for detailed biblical quetes.)
Factually, the obvious impact of -

‘lhc: ©1d Testament prophecies con--

. Jewish leademhnp of Jesus’ day com-
.pletely’ misunderstood, ,in" their
carnal ‘vanity,- the’ prophcaws -con-.

.cerning “a vu-gm shall' concpive,’
and those concerning Jesus’ earthly

oonqucrmg -King . that thcy over-
lopked ‘the obvious prophecies cons -

rulership —- but appearing the. first -

it honorable?” as welt as to- die for .-
‘the sins of the world which, after all,
was the workmanship .of . His o«mr
'hands (see John® 1) . .

A Wcmiag and @ Wmnu
The purpose of this article i is not .
to' “nag” you into “bchevm * the
strongest and surest prophecy in all
< the Bible! It is, rdther, to warn, you

that the. sécond coming. of Jesus t:

Christ s a ‘'soon-té-be- awmnphshed
-fact.of lustoy ‘to be the proper -

edtire - messa :
* Church: today ;and’the véry. neason 1e

;wmmss W you, as Jcnua w& in

‘ ~noone eveuold me”?‘ w “-D

‘ Matthew 24: 14 and tc‘ Jet you do

. 'whatever you will with tlns knowl-
edge

It is the conmussxon of Jesus

* Christ’s servants on this garth today

to “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy

voice like a trumpet, and show my

people. their'sins”! There can be no’

‘mistaking the: absolute and in- | -
. contyovertible FACT. of .the soon
" coming intervention- of -Almighty

, .God by sending Jesus Christ to this -
" earth. ~

It is not our job to use persuaslve
psychology, rcpetmon pleadings or-
_beggings, or any “gimmicks” of man

_ to get more and more people to “be-
lieve” that great fact of future his-’
tory. It is, rather, our commission to.

“preach this Gospel of the Kingdom
of God,” that Jesus is the Son of God,

| -born of the virgin Mary, that He
" lived a righteous and perfect life as

an example for us, died to shed His

. blood for our-own past guilt, was -

, resurrected and’ ascended to the
- right hand of God the Father, whére
He awaits the “time of restoration of
' “gll things” — and after we preach "
this Gospel of the Kingdom of God,
"nmN shall the end come.” .-~
Rcmember understandlng the

fact of Jesus’ future arrival on this |

“‘earth.. (and the countdown ‘has’ na..
- doubt afready’ begun in hcaven')

does not-depend upon tlie clever in-, |~ -

{erprelauon of ‘some..*“lost™ or
. ebscute portion of Holy Writ; scholv
aﬂy knowledge. of other languages.
“or " the "use:.of - various “s1g:is and
symbols N

-1t 'was the_entire message of the
early New. Testamnt apostles. and
‘the very.reason (hey died. It is the’
-of God’s. true”

~-we live — and may yet sull. die. .
Jesus® Christ. s- soming baék o
fhns earth’ ~ thie real garth upon |
which” you wak, eat. slae‘p'* and
" breathe. .. " .
Ate you gomg to bo anythms

: about” your awn life:now = qr wi

© you-claim, ‘even. afiér-reading an- ar--
- ticle such. as this, when yéudook inte:’

 therface of Jesus Christ of ;*Xazareth

* in’ future years, #iBut I didot"know

; .
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IS A REAL
~ CHRISTIAN?

erhaps you've heard many defmmons But what
P is the biblical definition? Is a person a Christian -
if he professes a personal belief in Jesus:.
Christ? Is that enough? v
And what are the very basic down-to-earth fun-
damentals of Christianity — the very heart, the root
and core of the teachings of
Christ? What makes a person a
real Christian?
Is Christianity a way of
life? Must an individual change
his basic way of living to be-
. come 8 Chrnistian? Is repen-..
" tance .necessary? Or is- |
Chrlstlamty just a matter of;: S -
'swearing off” ‘smoking . or. '
some other unchristian habit? .,
“And ‘'what about: watqr’
baptosm? ls this bubl:cal cerag-
_‘mony a pfe-condition to . real”
- Chnstiamty? Does, it - matter. -
which mode or methed 1s uged? . |- | -
Are sprinkiing and pouring just - | - .
as vahd as total " immersion- m -
water? :
T All these quabuons and;'.
many more are answered: ne
thns. booklet written by - Gnrner

V'S ut pajuLg

£Z116 Pluioyp) ‘Dusposoy
' 1Ll xog ‘0 d '

@

o R ' Te Armstrong ‘~ he" answers:
R - “in dep\h What Is a?jﬁ _Chnst_uan? Write for- your
; S freecopy ' ’ ' T o
iy s ~ Just send ylour request to TR A R
o - | The GOOD NEWS i
— R P-udom. California 01128
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