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" Then anyone w:t gets caught doin thmgs
cuj be put to death™
Is that how sin came to be sin? Is it'only sin -

" because God says 50? And could it be that these.’
“things we call sin are actually good for us, but God.

WHAT’S
SO BAD ABOUT

hy does God classify some
actions-as wrong and others
as right? Why is it wrong to
.commit- sm"
Did God just arbitrarily decide that some -
actions would be classed as sin?’Did He- ‘Say.
to Himself: “We've got to have some things
that are wrong, so I'll just choose some nice,
lantahzmg exciting things and they can be sin.

.- somehow” doesn't want us to-have them?

It simply is not rationat to-believe that a God

who created this carth with all its beauty and
harmony, and with laws-which have a clear cause-

and-cffect relationship. would institute spu'mnl
laws merely as some type of mental exercise.

. If sin is so bad as to warrant the dnlh_
‘penalty, then the reason ought to be reveuled in

the Scriptures. There ought 10 be an obvious,

. cause-and-efloct relationship, between sin ud

death.

Notice wiiat one of the most lmporunl “sin”
scriptures teaches us. It states that “the wages of
sin is deathy’ (Rom 6:23). Wages are something
we earn. In this passage wages arc contrasted with
God's> gift, which is eternal life® One thing we
esea, (he other we are given, The effecs — what we

.

. eam as our wages — is deash. The cause is sin. No

N

by Chl.ﬂog F. Hunting
and David R.:Ord -

" drbitra penalty for sin is so much as
L hinted at in this scripture.

Take a look at another well-known pas-
" sage — Galatians 6:7-8: “Be not: deceived; -
" God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man
" sowerh, that shall he also reap. For he lhu
soweth to hxs ﬂesh shall of the flesh reap’
corrpption ...." Again, a simple cause-and-.
effect relationship! What you sow grows unul it

“ finally brings forth what you reap.
James, a leader in God's Work and brother of
"Jesus Christ, reveals this same relnuonslnp be-
‘tween sin and death. “Bul ¢very man is tempted,

“"when he is drawn away of his own lust, and en- ".

* ticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth -

forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bnn;eth .

forth death” (James |: I4‘l5),

- In the same. way that sin is af automatic result

of dwelling on lust, death is the end. product of sin.
The one brings gpout the other. If you entertain
lust long enough, it will well up in you to the point- .
_that you will not be able 1o kecp yourself from =
sinning. Then deaih is the next step along the v/ly
- the sulomatic’ result of sin. ..

> \But why is death the result of sin? The answer
to muquuuonquully the mwumwhyﬁn i
0 bad.

Despite all the oonfnuon about what enmdtulel
3in, the Bible gives this concise definition: “. . . Sin
ulh,muwwuofthehw (lJoh34)

. Butwhat law is it sin t0 ? The Apostle

Paul explaiss: “Nay, I had 5ot knowa s but by

-
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; the law for I had not known lust excepl the law -
" 'had- said; Thou shalt jnot -covet”

(Rom. 7:7).
.He is speaking of the Ten' Commandments.
- These are the laws which define sin. “Only if there
were.no laws to break,” he says, “would, there be
. no sinning” (verse: 8, The Living B:ble)

. To discover whysin is wrong.— why it r)ets ‘the ™ -
. death penalty — we ‘néed to find. out why God' U
"+ gave thes¢' laws: in the first .place: . : .
Let’s look-at.a spccnﬁc law of God: “Thou shalt
ot commit adultery.” What's wrong with adul-
tery?. W’hy did God tell us not lo gel involved. in -

ll]lCll sex? . - S . ?

wmgmg +or. adultcry by consem - 1s_
" definitely ‘the “in" thing today. Soci-
ologlsls estimate thal as mary as 14
mnlhon‘b.mcncans are mvolvedst

Young tcen-agcrs who engage in- premarital sex or
married couples who swap’ pariners-apparently do
so because they. sce nuthmg, wrong with it..

result will be death. Not mcrcly a penalty dl‘bl-
trarily imposed. but an automauc resylt. -
~ Cdn God back up His law concerning adullcry

** " with logic? Or is He seckinf w deny-us pleasurc?

. “See. ] have sct before”thee lhn; day life and
good, an®death and cvil.” sdys God *1 call
heaven and cafth 10 record this day aganst you,
that | have set before you hife and death, blessing

and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou -

and thy seed may hive” (Deut. 30:15; 19).
‘God says His laws are for our own good. He

--says they result in life and every good thing. He

~ warns that adultery will bring only curses — un-

happiness, wretchedness, and ultinately death.-

He says that He isn't denying us something good.

God is only trying 1 keep us from a way which °

will bring wrong results. As our Father, He doesn't

want us (o hurt ourselves. So He gave us laws for -

our prolection.-

n the book of Proverbs we find another
father warning his soa about: potential dan-
gers in the asea of sex. Did he want to deny
his Son something good? Or was ‘he con-
cermed for his welfare? \

“When wisdom entereth into thine hun

wrote Solomon. “and knowledge 15 pleasant unto
thy soul; discretion shall preserve thee, under-
standing shall *np thee . .. to deliver thee l‘mgl
lhnmn;ewom evenfrqnthennn;et

-flattereth with her words;’

m .

wife swapping.
Obvnously those who are, mvolved belnqve lhat-
" this kind of relationship ‘will not harm them. .

which forsaketh the
guide of her youth, and forgetteth the covenant of
her God. For her house inclineth unto death, and
her paths unto the dead. None that go unto her-

. return again, neither take they hold of the paths of

life”- (Prov.. 2:10, 11, 16-19).
Solomon- is ‘talking about an expencnce that

actually ‘destrops a man spiritually. He says that -
" -those who commit this kind of sin bring about a
~change in their lives which prevents them .from -
 really living. Even lhough they are alive, it's as if
' ,they were dead.

Is this merely "spmtual“ language? ls ll just'a ’

"rellglous type of idea — nebulous Bible semantics? '

Oris Solomon talking about something that is
affecting the lives of adulterers _right pow? ’
Notice the 9th chapter of Proverbs: “Stolen
waters are swecl " the aduhcrcss assures her prey,
“and bread eaten in secret is pleasant” (vc»c 17)..
Isn't this- whitt ‘we .are hearing more and mqye
today" 1ty tanwlumg exuung' lt isn't going to

" -hurt you. -

~. But what s lhc evenlual result of this and any
.. ‘other llhul,stxudl l‘clﬂlmn&hlp." *But he knoweth
But the Bible says dont do it/ It says that the *-

not_that #he dead -are thereqand that her guests
are in the' dcplhs of hell the grave]” (verse 18).
~-When we put the weéight of scripgural «evidepce

,’logclhcr it .becomes plam that Solomon Is not |
“warning his son of some “religious”’ oonsequcnu: :
" to.adultery. He'is talking about something which
“happens to a man’s mind when he sins (especially
" over a period of time}. Cununually practicing sin

causcs its pamapams to’ bccomc spiritually dead -

he world ulks about “living it up "
~ They 1alk about “really living." Yet,
sirange ‘as 1l may seem, most pcoplc
"“don't know what. living really is.
~The Aptstle Paul talked about a
woman who lives in wantonness. He said, “But she
that liveth in_pleasure is dead .while:she yer liveth”

. (1 Tim_5:6). How can a pemn bc deld and yc(

stll alive? :
Paul is wlking about a wny of llre It's one thiing*

10 exist - to merely live out your seventy-odd

years — and u's another to really live. ' . ..
“Chnist described this kind of life when He und

“] am come Mey .might have. hfc and that .

they might have it more: abuadamly" (John 10510).

This kind- of life isn't just ‘an existence. It is ac-'- . "

tually beginning to sample_the' type of life that

* God wants us o expedcnce clerpally in Hu ng RS

dom. :
The Bibig talks about two oppome ways of hfe .

_qum..m-wbemuymm«d. deathi .
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b vb'ut to be spnrin‘nally‘ minded is life” (Rom. 8: 6) '

At creation God revealed these two opposite

. ways of life t0 our first parents. They were repre- .

»

_ sented by two trces — the tree of life and the tree
" of knowledge.
.God had told Adam 101 10 eat the fruit of the

. tree .qf ‘the knowledge of good and evil (Gen.

© 2:17). Buit the serpent (Satan) told them that they

"+, would ‘continue_.to live (Gen. 3:4), and.implied

~ they'would actually_expenence A richer, fuller life. .

" hat is life? A scientist would tell
you that “life” is a chemical
process. But this process is going

on in a snail. The slug is also

/  alive. So are bactena So “are

plants C SR : ‘
There i |s ‘more to life than just a chemlcal pro-
".cess. ‘1t involves a quality of existénce. When

. «Adam and Eve ate of that forbidden fruit, they cut -

themselves off. from the continuous abundant life
“that God. intended: ,
The third chaptei of Genesis cxplams it. "And
thé Lord God said, Behold, the man. |s.bcoome as
- one of us,to know good and evil: and now; lest he
put forth hn;,htgd and take- also of the tree of life,
and.eat, and live for ever: therefore the Lord God
sent h||n forth from the parden of Eden .. .. So he
drove oiir the man; and he placed at the casl of the
gardcn of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword
which turned every way. to keep the way of the

. tree of life” (verses 22-24).

- Adam no longer had access 1o God's Spmt at
ﬂlﬂ( time. ‘ » - .
hen Christ callcd a young man
- to follow- Him, the young man
replicd that he wanted to go
" bury his father first. “And Jesus
said unto him, Let the dead bu
Ih'elr dead but go thou and preach the Iungdi;z
of God” (Luke 9:60). .

“Fhé man’s father had not died. ll was a custom
m’ Isracl to bury the dead the same duy The man
’ would niot havé been with Chﬂll on this jon,
. but:woiild have been mnkmlpreparanom for the;.
burial had his fatlrer died. _ o

He wanted 10 spend the rcmmmng yeun with
his fathét until his death. But Chrigt him to
leave that 1o the, “dead.” He referred to living
human bemgs a3 dedd men, spiritually speaking.

“.In-Ephesians 2:} thic Apdstlc Paul writes: “And
you “hath he qmckened |made nlnvel. who were
- dead in trespasses and, ,mu." John wrote: “We .

-

'know tlm we luve pdml jrom Mh unio life, -

" tion” (Rom.

- therefore .

.

_because we love the brethren. He that loveth not =
his brother abideth in- death™ (I John 3:14).

. All through the Bible we read of people who are
alive and yet dead! They are existing, but they
,aren’t experiencing the quality of life that God
intended. They are on a path of life which .is,
slowly, but surely, killing them.

God reveals that the world is spiritually dead. It
isn’t really enjoying lifé — it is existing on tem
_rary ‘thrills and’ kicks, bul it's not really living.

Why are people merely existing? Because they -
ire cut off from the real source of life. They are
‘transgressing 'living lawx and rcapmg the aum—
mauc penalties.

Let's ‘uderstand whal oocurs when a pcrson‘
breaks God's law:

’

- God warns, “The hitcgmy of the upnght shall .
‘guide them: but the perversencss of fools shall" o

destroy them” (Prov 11:3). -
Does perverseness — living contrary to God's
. law — deslroy people-because God inflicts a pen-
alty, or is it an’ automatic, built-in: rdsult?
Listen 10 what the Apostle Paul has to say:.
~ “And the men also turned from natural relations
with women “and were- sct ablaze (burned out,
consumed) with fust for one another, men com-' ]
- mitting shameful acts with’ men and suffering in
their own bodies and personalities the inevitable.
consequemes and penalty . of their wrong doing
and going astray which was [their] fitting retribu- . -
1:27, The Amplified Bible). '
Perversiont brings an automatic penalty! Itisn't.
~wrong because God ‘arbitrarily decreed that it is;
it's wrong because it will -hurt you! It will do
irreparable damage to your ability to enjoy | the.
fulfillment of right family lifc — the engendering.
and raising of children lhrough a balanced flthcr-
mother relationship. .
‘Speaking of those who are pnmanly mouvned
by their carnal minds, Paul wrote: “This I say
. that ye henceforth walk not as other
Ger}‘mca walk in the vanity of their mind, having
the Understanding darkened, being alienated from"
the life of God through the ignorangs that is in
- them,Beciuse of the blindness of their heart: who
being tsl feeling have given shemselves over unto’

- {afciviousness, to work all undunnm with y'eed

iness” (Eph. 4:17-18). ,

These. people, because of their perVened prac:
tices, have rendered themselves totally incapable .
-of nghl emotions and feclings. They don't under--

-stand’ that this & ro ubmuy code of morals -
they don't know that it is a living law that you™
can't break without paying an awesome penalty.
Theyh&vepum.wnyofhfe,mapnmd




o human mind —

¢ lacks fulfillment. The:
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E ‘-exnstence, which has gradually dulled ‘their abﬂlty
1o to enjoy right relationships.
.Why ‘is - adultery a sin? Bccause n hnrms the |

" that exists. It:robs the individual of the ability 1o

) -enjoy sex in‘the way God ‘inténded. Somehow,

. wholesorme relauonshlps in mamage become dull

: j." — a man’s wife. no longct rcally auracts hxm m thc
“ . way that she: used to., :

+_ Oh, it may not’ happcn overmght - swmgers
may seem like they are having fun for a time. But’
when they émbark on these illicit expenences lhey
-are lm.leby litde desmoymg their capacity (o expenenee
~ true joy in marnage It'sa palh that leads only w
frustrauon. hearlak:he. and’ ulumalely death

s sin cn;oyablc’ You bet" u ist- Thats why
* people ‘engage it Thal 5 why lcmpmuon is

“so alluring.

. J surable. And lhc kids who smoke pat ‘are -
" getting a kick out of it, The forbnddcn fruit lasled
good ‘to, Adam and: Eve d
.. 'No one denies thc short-term cnjuymcm of. sm‘

' ‘Hebrews 11:25 says Moses chose do suffer afflic-
. -tion with’ 'God's people mlhcr ‘than 10 enjoy the '
" pleasures of sin for a scason.’
. ,pleasures utomatically brng a long- lcl‘m penaity.
d ived 40 see dne of their own dearly ..
 brutally murdered by the oiher.
itnessed the entiwe carth fifled: with

o joymg the efernal hfe God had offered.

© .+ "The Bible actually shows that those who msut- .
© o ently engage in. sin are. spintuilly speakmg al

* ready dead. It likens thém 1o a corpae

_'vdoormul ‘M is insensitive. And those who damage
“theit-minds by.'connnuidly breaking God's laws
are no longer réally living .. Nothirig uusﬂ« Life

! nomehow disappeared. ™ T ‘

" ‘No one, not even God needs l,o kno tlut you
have bioken His law for. the penialty to'be exacted..
God's law doesn't act like human laws — getting *

. caught isn't the cruenon_ Breqkm; &'od'x lew will "

' evenmnuy biwk you.:

.',_A

. od punues a wny of hfe\whlch re- .

‘sults in Bappiness. ‘He 'wants %o

share that: quuluy of llfe ‘with ,

humans, tot merely now, but fo: all’,

etcmlly : ’,‘-'f .‘;

o WhelkmdofhfedoesHe hoidounoua?"mou
unluhewme !hepeth of life: in (hy prennoe s .

‘the most fifiely tuned mstrument

m .
R nsnt that.God wams ‘10, depnve us: of lhc D
~thrills in'life. He only wants_to proiect-us from
g “that.which is going’ to-hurt ‘us. ‘His law i’ the
‘reason that sin is wrong = il isn’t'wrong because’

;Vshould die?”" asks- God. “..
+" should rclurn l‘rom hns ways. and hvel" ([:Le
- 18:23)

" Bul sin's short-term  ~

they evemuully died \mlead of en-
“ * whereby ye huve transgressed . .

:d:e O house of: Israel? For 1 have no pl
the death - of i, that, dieth ..

S “ .. yourselves, and Im ye!' (vehses 30 32).
A corpse has no rcclmg Avs dead - dedd qs P

utmenl nnd»nmetesl has

: fulnes.t of joy. at th.y nght hsnd there are pIeasures N ‘
,for evermore” (Ps. 16 ). :

_ God lives the abundqm lnfe He offers an eter~ ’

" nity of fulfiliment and joy: But béfore He will give: -
. us that cternal life, He expects us to prove that'we,
will live in the ‘way that' produces every nghlv o

result. - T
. If we refuse.to sﬂmple thal kmd of lifé now — nf '

. -"we persist.in continuing in the way that bnngs, o
" unhappiness, suffering. 4 and grief, not only'to-our- "

selves but (o athers'as well — then a merciful God *
will have no alternauve bu; (o pul us out o/ our.

God decided that there oughtto be a penaity for -

- some .actions ‘and: a: réward for others, The, luw(ff.. “
Adultery is physnwlly and menlally plea- o

mcrely defines sin, Setting out in a codlhcd man—_.

“ner that ‘which is bad" for- us;

~

" “Havie I any- plcasufe at all that. the - wukcdf
- And’ not. lha(

Does. God want 10 mﬂu:t lhc ulnmmc pumah ER

-niem upon pooplc" Does He ake - plcasun: in
secing that they dre only half: alive, and dues ‘He '

look’ f”orward to putting them out of their ml.sery’ L
“*Repent.” says God,

ruin. Casy away: from you all your, transg(csuum ]
. for wh) will e

. wheretore:- ;un?n. -

. The-broad majerity of human'bgirigs are: b aﬂ

“ from God and from the solrce of real life They ! -
- are annlogoys (0 ‘'dead men, daily destroying thclr,
‘capacity for really living as they continually break:.

‘God’s law and bnng aubomehc pcnalues upgm'

. lhemwlves . i S

But we can turn to God nnd “ask Himi to supcr? ¥
_ naturally remove those penaltics for us, and et ¥
our feet on the path of life. We can, if we just will,*
‘receive unal forglnuu for out wretchedness i
the past.. - : E

-Sin can be ovemome We can- begln "o reuliy

- Hve, 10 umple the life which will grow until it
N bloosonn out into all the fullneumd joy; (hn Ood‘ o

Humelf expericnces! -

“Writé for our free reppm arucles "Tlus Is the_,- .

Ld'q - Real Abuidant Lmn;” and:“How o nc-’.i o

-an Qvemomet "Disgover the_truly abundant hfe» ‘
MQodiumﬁwﬁvadeﬂ o’

“anpd turn yonrsclvu from, e
‘all your tunhgrqss:ons. s0 iniquity shall not be vour " .



,
-

. it with’ you!™- :
"~ Would God' ever talk 1hm way"

being., . \ .
But.is‘Giod redlly S0 unmeruful

lackmg in- compassion? .,
A lhnusand times, Nu' Our (;od

v very Lh.lrdtltr (md 1s !ruly a[orgw
. ing Futher!'

David . ‘eried out:

- head: theretore niy heun ﬁulc(h mc
_(Ps. 4b: 12):- :

whal we owe God s clcmal ex-
(mumn ! . .

-

. P Jesus Chrisi of Nazareth to annul —

. a brutal, excruciating’ death at the

'a * -hands of an angry mob to wnpc the
pl.te clean, .

", The Apostle Pnul wrote:
. you, being dedd in your sins Llnms-
"‘gfemons of 'God's law — I John
"3:4]..
~8live] together with him, -Ravii

APy

ng for-
It mtﬂmmhowmmy or how

r.L never forgwc you shouts an’
enraged husband hatanguing at.
-his haragsed wife: “You've gone. -
too far, that’s the Iast straw. l ve h.xd

.. Many" havc p;ctu(cd Him as a’

Barsb hangmgjudgejusl looking for
“an excuse to uniéash. His fury
against ;a helpless, trapped hum.m

‘-how sordid. .-

unreachable, :  unapproachable and"-

" . Tem Commandments - .
) L Makc no MIStdke dbout . (Jad"l
R ) Every min nmd wnm.m who hés"" slands ready toforg:ve aIIyour sins! .
1L ewértlived has racked up an
e enormouh dtbt nf sin, 10 (10d Al "
C s mighty. lumpuhcndlng this, ng‘i
RATE * Mine sipe
nquﬂlcs {sins) havc mken hold upon‘-;'-‘
. me, sothat I'am nqt able 1o look up; - -
= they are more lhun the halrs'.of mme :

And since “the Wages of Sm IS»--
death™ (Rom. .6:23). the pa oﬂ' ‘for

But God.in'His gredl mercy, sem..:.'-

_surc'

-hath ' he. quickened [made

-?’lvm you all trespasses” (Col. 2; I3),

WH[LIL

@” F.HGW

' YourR

matters ot how many times you‘ve '

- committed- the ‘same sin. God ‘will .°

. fo:gwe' It mattars not how heinous .
" or hideous your S s havt bceanod_
wdl forglve' '

" No _sin 1= 1o m.mer huw ugly,

Repentanc_ .sxmtply ‘means:

_ change If you. tryly: rcpent you will
. turn from sin’as a-practice; You will
s mmt mercitul. Mercy mirrors His- .-

quit ‘sifining and-begin keeping the-
~all of them. -

Bu( lhat forglveucwls condmoned

upon’ your' m.nkmg £y lSO—dcgree " ness, ‘compassion. and mercy. They -

- 4o not ¢ondone sin: but, they won't

turn in the road."
"It is beyond the scope ()f (hls biief

amdc to give a dcldllcd dé.u.rlpuun o

.of true rcpcntance with all of - the

; Aattandant rammcatlom ‘We suggest -
" - that you. -wrife for our free booklet .
titled” WhaL ls a-Real Christian? Tts'
“second chapter is .captioned “What
Is Real ‘Repentance?” It will fill in.-
. what this artigle” leaves out.- »
) Suﬂitc it to say thai salvation

hinges on: ‘having “the:real article”

“wheh it-comes_to rcpemam.e Fool's.
.o abrogate - 1o wmplctcly cancel -
~ oul this enormous debt. He suffered

‘gold ‘will .not do!
But, once you “really do. rcpcm‘

_-,'thcre ure’ no longer any codtin~’
_gencies or conditions ~ -no. if's .,
-and’s ‘vr bit’s, God then’ absolule‘ly

bmds Humclf 10 fm'gnvc you,, It is

Can we beliove the Apose Joh

whcu he said: *“Jf we confeds. our
" ains [touly repcm] he is faltlg(ld inj
Just_1o: forgive us our sind, add. @

will> ever be held”
. against ‘you if you repent of i to-
"'ward . your (rca(or :

- But real rcpemance isia vual and
necessary preuondmon to God’s to- "
_ tal forgiveness. . - -

S not’ perfa:t
% .God's-very chamcler in thls vcry im-
.. portant respect.’

v . P

K You can; count on God He Wl" L
:not withhold his forgnvenas The'in- :
stant you really repent, 'you are at

that' véry moment forgiven.
" Remember; you have a most mcr—

* ctful and mmpassnonate “heavenly .

. Father. 'Hc is* lnerally filled with the" T

.. spirit of: forgweness ‘(Ps. 86:5). He is ™

- ‘eager -and arixious ‘to. forgwc sin- -
“ners. He sent Jesus to this ¢arth io . -
mercitully call sinners 10 repcmance B

.(Matt 9: 13}

And God’s true mlmstcrs. (hough .
mirror a_-portion of:”

God's - true ministers urn warm.

frlcndly -and balanccd Like the: E
Head of God's (‘hurch Jesus Christ, ", *°

they are literally filled with forgive: "

condcmn the sinner, cither.
A truc. minigter 01 God: wifl show °

7 .
- you how to tarn’ from" your sins.-

He will show you' the. wty out of i
sin.’ :

Mnmslers of the Worldmde.:

Church'of God reside in mnny cities’
of 'the United States and in. many
other parts of the world. Thcy are

- available, if invited, t6 answer your
. questions, -
“with you, and' to help yqu in any
", way they can. ‘They wo?lu?‘tq o

{0 advise and oounscl

pressure you jnto. conversfon.' But .
they will assist-a# only lhc mmme:s o
of Chyist can do.

e Please feel froe o wme us and !
request a private’ nppomlmenl We, ' !

" at the Headquarters of this great °
Work, will be miore thari happy to'-.

drrange 8 pmqnli miegting. Sec thy -
.isside fromt gover qf“thu magazing.
l‘ot the ma‘,qur oﬂco W
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lllE worst thing that can hap-
ps, parllamentary RO - pen o an anarchist, plotting
bg.. limited:monarchies, . . .z " o, Gyerthrow a. govemm:m‘
rapubhcamsms, tyranm 5y, majority rule — in -"'d thus change the “stafus quo,” is

" to, succeed. -
. whatever form 'of human: gevernment, CFises . - Our mmmm wh loudlyMecri d T

threaten, and gavernments opple. . collapsa, ... .- abuses of corrupt government t¢b - .
- 'decay, disintegrate, or-are ovdmhrqwn. Never have gain his followinig, embotionally po-,- - -
'so many ggvernmeats hgen in_sa much d:fflculty. " larize his licutenants, and. sweep o
And ovemdm fvery national gavarnmental 27 himself into power over the. bOdw%ﬁ
'\ <crisis is the most.important international cns:s.: o ,-°f those ‘already in-powgr. now be:d

- comes the proprie a.néw “status, ° i
; the Iack ofa world—gavermng authcmty whlch quo” Evemuy?’ tifesome evo- % Lt

' : slutlon of man’s.i r human gov-" .’
* 1 . ¢rnmenty, the mivmblc mer;m of
* ' govornmental sapility, Joss of com-".
. munication with'itg people, isolation | -
.- and increasing sel{adeoepuon due'to -,
ongmal sensationa$ _successes, ,ren-
" ders it helpless befoce yet another
o self-stylc,d rulcr who, de;m lo over- i
| throw the new “status quo L

Who Wull Govom? o

Hls(ory recks with the stench of
l‘ﬂ'hg government corpses, thiown .. ¢
asidé-when the bright young deliv- 4

o N A : o




;,',., erers promised grand new horizons
" of peave and plenty to frustrated,
;rmpovenshcd disease-ridden
' masses. From Nebuchadnézzar to
Nero; from Atilla to Hitier; from
Alexander the Great to Otto the
- Great; from.Ghengis Khan to Mus-
solini; from Ivan ‘the- Terrible to
" Tojo —-the would-be rulers of the

world. Statesmen, musicians, politi-

*_cians, generals, murderers, perverts,
strategists, empire builders, llars

historians, sadists, emancipators,

- criminals, orators, demon-possessed
persons, literati, homosexuals, reli-
gionists -- all have dreamed the
dream of world government - of
beneficent. wise. mrciful, progres-

* ¢ give, just, perfect government - with

themselves, of course. clearly VlSlhlc

at the absolute pinnacle of power.
Make no mistake about history's
revolutionanies -  whether those
names daily remembered from
high-school history lessons or the
would-be leaders of a neo-American
moluunn of the 608 — it isn't “gov-

...emment” they're against. It's only a
quallon of “whose?" :

" Today. governments . lopple al-

", most weekly. Within only a.few

'months the governments of

“our vaunted stcicntufic and-
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Chile, Belgium, Thailand. etc., have

“either been overthrown or the head
_of state has been forced to resign,

voted out of office, or murdered in
office — or otherwise gone the way
of o many heads of human govern-
meonts in the past.

In the United States, a very real *
crisis of government is under full
swing. With the Vice-President’s res-
ignation (after being placed under
criminal indictment, which _quite
possibly could have ‘meant a jail
term) on top gf Watergate and the
credibility pap. it was perhaps only

- the Mideast.emergency and'the en-
ergy crisis that stalled eftective im- |
at least-..:

peachment pmv.ecdmgs
for a few months.

Strugples over who will govern arc
as old us the universe. as ancient as
the gaiden of Eden, und as human |

as human nature itselt’

The "Missing Dimension’’ in
Government

The study of governaient (3 tire-
some business at best!) 1s necessanly ¢

8 study of human nature But for all
lech-

ical knowlcdse. there remams
a2 monumental amount of con!u

Afghnmslan. Argentuina, (;rccc”ﬂwh.n we are, why we are, an

.

e -tadiie

.

‘m.mu ) ust what
human'@turc 4

n&.uc Mol i
have

human race ptobing the vaga}ies of

- the human mind. Still, whether the

mystical or spiritual is emphasized, .
or strictly the evolutionary (and
therefore purely physical) approach

* is used, there is no_clear cut dnanim-

_ ity on just what man is.

If we are, as evolution .implies,
only “animals” whose admittedly
advanced civilization cap be com-
pared 1o ants, bees, lemmings or cle-

phants;. then. the study of ‘our

“nature” precludes admission of any

spiritual content in our brains - or

any spiritual purpose in oug belng
But 'if 'we are not merely “ani-

" mals,” but the apex of God's physi

zcal &.rcdlmn -enduowed not only '

~witha bran’ ‘but alse with a spmlual )

esscnce “added 10 that brain that -
makes the superb difference be-

,.tween anipal ahdl human - then
any understanding of human nature,

musi include a full understanding of
how we came. 1o be. as wcll as whal
we dre. :

You can prove, and pmve by the
lyws apd requirements ol science:
that God does exist! (Wryic for our

fice l'k)oklcl l)ua Grod hwwnu




-

.

,(

L]
.,

7 ’h.ﬂn-l

can prove, too, that the Creator God
has not lefv man without a hand-
book, the Bible, explaining who,
“and what, and why, we are! The

Bible, the Word of God, reveals to

God's creation its reasons for being.”
God Is the Ruler

God is the RuLER —not only Cre-
ator and Originator of all things, but
the present Sustainer — the One
who continually governs and over-
sees the fulfillment of His. purpose
here below, - .

As Supreme Ruler of all the uni-
verse. the Almighty God has set

_down ceriain inexorable laws. Al
{aw, meaning the known laws of
sciene, 1 spiriual in ongin and na-
ture While science can seck to de
fine laws, it did nat bring them 1ato
heing’  is powerless 10 alter them.
I he luws ol physics are beyond real
human comprehension. no nianer
how technically we try to Jenae
themn. And. even though we may be
discussing phydical propertics of a
materal creation - such as laws
governing energy. heat. hight, me-
.twn, radiation, or inerhia - our
minds cannot really fathom . how
those laws cume 1 be 0t why they
work cxactly as they Jdo
" God'y Word reveals God's divine
authanty over all His crcanon. not
only through the wnunual opera-
ton - of specitic. human-bmiung
laws, but as the Ruter. who created
mankind, who called Hisv own
people. establshing: a gorvernmin
on this carth, and who B working
out 8 great purpose which will even
tually bring about ‘s world ruimy
goveramen: over all mankind.

A Bosh Abuwt Gevernmen:
The Bibi¢ &« 8 book aboyt .o

sanMaNT. |t is ' book sbout ohedi
" ence and
. sad evil aboytl life and -leath

. abolt good

Whes God originally oelicd Hie

:-nﬂ- oul, of Egypl. esublshing
uman lsaders over them .ad giv-

¢ s0l of lawsr by ¢ -
-wiiich they ob be giverned, He - clives
lmew (here was & missing dimensiod’ , *

i thal original goverameni of God. Mﬂom_ﬂ

- duowng it

1
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" Not-that His law was imperfect, or
incomplete, but that there was a vi-
tal ingredien{ which made perfect
obedience those laws, and the
blessings resulting from that obedi-
ence. impossible!

The Bible reveals what that miss-

ing ingredient was: “O that there
~ were such an hcart in them, that

they would fear me, and keep all'my
commandments always, that it
might be well with them, and with
their children for ever!” (Dcut,
5:29.) . -

The Nature of Man

They didn’t have the narure w0 -

obey Humuan. carnal natyre i+ ‘nat-
urally” disobedient to law. “Hecause

the carnai mund 13 enmity aguinst
-Guod for it s not subject L the law

ot God neither indeced (an be”
(Rom & 1) .

Fhe tawm God gave Hin len Com-
mandinents was 4 perfe - law Had
it been perfectly vbewr ¢ that new
aation would have bec: 1otally free
from all uids, which me .ns in shont
every conceivable evi/ ~ hich plagues
any human sty

come nerally Utop. on in thew own
Lme
- But only if thes had the “heart”
and the natvuie L ey Humun ng
ture s the oppuse: liom an obedient
natbre God's W od reveab there o
ancther law o1 a prinaple At
work . out fic 1 oand (n our nunds
Gbe a mugnets pulling of 1ugying ol
the sanaes ant the mund nsell whuh
sutomaiualls pulls us the wiung
wey

“Fos the - ood thet | war: 1o da |
doa’tdo. b .1tk evid | don | want w
do 1 do “vaw il | G that which 1
doe't wer 10 da il wa't me thae s
ut mn that hivefis-me | »
though | really rcpone in the b wad

2 Cund m_-;dc mysif, | so€ anwiber law

i0 my_ody urugghang egynd the

low of my ‘mind angl dnngng me

s phvity te the faw of un whach
ide of met () wreschinl man
1 send “Who'shull deiives me

L
3

) “vhuding even’
phyvical Jucaser an: matenal pov
" enty They would h..e naen w0 be

U o { ok

1

God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
So then with the mind I myself serve .
the lag‘ of God; but with my body,
the law'of sin” (Rom. 7:19-25, para- -
phrased). .

Why Government Falled

God'’s government _ailed, then,
not because the government or the
laws by which it ruled or the Gover-
nor were inferior, bul because there
was a “missing dimension™ - a’
musing ngredient!

Speaking of that first government
over the nation ot Israel, Paul writes’

* about the “second™ (& spirttual) gov-

ermmment. through God's Church, -
under the terms and conditions of 4
NEW covenanl or better promise
“But now hath he [Chnat] ob
taimed a e excellent minustry
[comparcd with Moses and Aaron]
by how much aldo he iy the medr.”
8101 of & betler covenant [as Moscs
was mediatos of the inst onc|. which
wus crlihinhed upon bétter prom
wes [siniual and cicrnal. 1w place
of phyvacdl and temporal] For o

that hist covenant had been tault

less. then should no place have been
sught fur the second For nding
fault wuh them he sasth, Behold. 1the
davy come. wth the Loed, when |
will make 8 new corenamt with the
bouse of lsracl and wilth 1he house
ot Judah aller those davs aauth
the Lord, | will put iy, laws i

-thewr gnnd andd write thes ra thei
hearis and | will he 10 them & Gnl. .

and they shall be 0 me 8 pevple”
(Heb 8o 10).

Notiwe the “Toull™” W that furner
pruinment ia the wildcrnen w
aot wmith God or His law d
“with ihem,” as the Bibie amply ¢3-

plans .
They umply lachod ihe ng/wry W
obey Having varnil, physical.
Auman gsture - they just “maiy-
relly™ Jid sot wast s ubgy Gud, or
beep, His lown. The Prophet ‘Jece.
mish swid of e ssture of mea
“The beart » deyeithel above ot

. Whings, ond desperslely - wiched
| ‘—WTmuh;-

e 178
(Continund o page 13)
~ . :
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““We are the children of
God: and if children, then

" hairs. HEIRS OF GOD."’

Human potential is high-
er than most people think
— @enormously higher!
God created man to enter
His divine family!

-

.
+ L P

wnally Like the last greai cre-

wendo of a gigantic sym-

phony. after nearly 6000

years of man’s huwry the

 Creutor of the universe is proclaum-

ing to ali mankind the ulumate pur-
. pose 0! human lfe.

Now. just before the close of

man’s 4ye, God u revealing why He

created Whe universe and why He
designed human beings. Although
known by some individuals in the
Old | estameni persod and preached
by Jesus and the aposties in the
oarly New Testament period. this
Sstuading. fundamental truth has
" never befure been made availabie w0
ol sauuMs 06 3uch & massve scale.

ing m a uniqué moment of the
7 Nistory of ke univeme. Our geners-

tion will see u all put together. And

upnmﬂunloum-

. hewsof God . ..

4

spint in man.* And u also nvoives
the Spirit of God. More precisely,
the fundamental purpose of human
life volves the umion of these two
spint cssences - and the resulung
oew creauon which ‘then emerges.
Paul  epitomuzes the overwhelming
sgniticance of the enlire ‘process
with breathtaking succinciness: © . .
The Spiri of God jam} with our spirit
in testifving that we are ihe children
of God. and {f children. then heirs.
"(Rom. 5.16-17, The
New Englblc Bible with KJV).

he key word 15 Aeir — be-

cause we are “heirs of God.”

First ge~define the word:

An Aeir's 4 person who is

eatitled to, and assured of, the ac-

Quisition and posscasion of specified

nches. properties, offices, titles

and/or responsibiities — 1o be re-

csived at a given lime or at & par-

ticular event in the future. Now

since we humafbeings are “heirs of

God," whatever the name “God”
stands for, we are entitled to, and

assured, of the acquisition and pos-

semsion of i1. - -,

And just as surely as all the heirs
of the'wealthy Ford, Rockefeller, or
Rothechild ﬂllhl are nbooluldy




10 .

guaranteed the treasures, rights,

privileges and opportunities which-

are certified and secured by their

physical fathers’ family names, all.

human beings can be absolutely
guarantced the enormously more
spectacular treasures, rights, privi-

- leges and opportunities which are
_certified and secured by pour Creator -

and spiritual Father’s famnly name

R -
So we go 10 the next stcp Wha: is

God? What can we be heirs of? The

answer to .this question simulta- .
‘neously answers ‘the most funda-

mchial question of human life:
“What is man?"

Because mankind was created to
become literally sons of God. That’s
the purpose of human life - plain

and simple. That's why we were cre- -
ated. That's why the enure universe - -
-~ was Created.

But this is such an mcrednble con-
cept that most people will not com:,

prehend it. Why? Is it too complex?. -
No. It’s too simple — too simple for ..
minds nurtured by, and accustomed °
" 10, the tortuously tangled religious

systems and dogmas of this world.’
So we will repeat it: All human
beings — you — were created to lit-
erally join the God family. And bc-
come God.

How can that be?

Because God is a family.

Morc acgurately, “God” is the
family ‘name of the cternally creat-

ing class of ‘beings who have de- ’

signed, arc sustaining and will

forever rule all reality — spiritual.

and physical reality. known and

" unknown reality, reality that does
“exist and reality that does not yet

exist. .
That's what we are heir 0. The

. family of God! Everything! Forever!

The concept that God is a family

is as bold as it is thrilling. It is al-

most a “revolution.” To' state that
God is a family scems like outright
heresy compared (0 the twisted
maze of pagan doctfines which have
established themsclves as .the re-

-pecuble religious uymm of this

ch«lhllu,u-mn Godisa

° .
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family. Because, ‘as incredible a5 it

appears to our materialistically
hardened cyes, the Bible explicitly
teaches that God is a family — and
that the purpose of every human life
is to join that “very family circle of

mprise an almost infinite number

-

of individual distinct sons. Ephe-

_ sians’ 3:14-15 proclanms that the

" whole family in-heaven and earth is -

named after God the Father. Or, in
other words, the whole famnly s
‘named. the God family.

't ‘the prescnt time —
today - there are only

family: - .

1) God the Father — the Possesmr
of ‘heaven and- earth (Gen. 14:19;
Isa, 66:1% J6hin 5- 19) — the Father-of
J&us Christ. )

“2) The God of Abraham, lsaac
and Jacob — the active Creator of

= heaven and earth "—‘-"lhe*()ne who -

"became Jesus Christ]”

The Jesus Christ of the New Tes-
-tament is idennically the very same
Being who appeared as. the God of
the Old- Testament.

How does one demonstrate thu
crucial point? With surprising ease.”
Read the appropriate New Testa-
ment verses: Joha 1:3, 10. Eph-
esians 3:9; I Cormthians 10:4 and
Hebrews |:2. '

he Bible further shows that

the purpose of human life’ -

the ultimate goal for all

human beings — is to even-
tually become equal with the Cre-
ator of-the umverse!

Equal with God?

Shocking? Undoubtedly! But, this
remarkable fact is surprisingly casy
to prove. There is na difficult ex-
‘egesis (sciiptural analysis) involved.

. Complex philosophical ‘ arguments

_ are not needed. Hebrew can even be

- “Groek™ to rm-uldyﬂﬂlltﬂl

e simle, bosut

God” (Rom. 8:15, Phillips). . . °
: he God family can and will

two beings in the God

In one sense.qall that is rcqulred is -
a four-step process; .
1) The Creator of the universe is
. the One who bccamc Jesus Christ.”
2) Jesus Christ is equal wnth ‘God,
(John 5:18; Phll 2:6). .
3) We tre-joint heirs wnth Chnst

- ‘and as a result, we will be glorified

together with Him (Rom 8:17).
4) Whatever glory God the
Father had. gwen Christ. — the posn- .

“tion: of Creator < Christ. wxll even-

tually give to us (John 17: 11,22). In
other words, every converted indi-
vidual “will ‘eventually cnjoy the
same relationship to Christ - God
the Creator — as Christ_presently
enjoys with God the - Fa(fier.

Christ knew-He had ha&IT betor

- His human birth. — identically the
same glorious level of Giod-plane
existence as had God the Father
“And now, O Father. gloniy thou
me with thine own' sclt” with the
glory which 1 had with thee betore

~the world was” (John 17 §)

Consequently, Chnst knew  tul!
well what-He was saying - andt
what He was doing . when He gave
precisely this same glory ot
"human followers He was adding
new menibers to God's growng
family. “Aad the glory which thou
gavest me | have given them that
lhey may be ohc, cven as we ure

. one” (verse 22).

In another sense, all thar s re-
quired is 8 simple. word-hy word
reading - without nterpretation -

“of Genesis 1:26. Here Giod suc-
cncily gives the purpose ol human
life: Whereas aiumald reproduce af-
ter the animal kind. man reproduces
after the God kind! Or. more prop-
erly phrased. human bcings are the’
instruments through which God is
reproducing Himself (See box on
page 12 for a full explanation)

It cannot be repeated too oflen:

We weré born for the express pur-
poee of literally becoming ecqual
with the Creator ¢f the universe —
membens in the same cternally rul- -
m; God-family Kingdom.

- But what will we be like? Like
0.4! Exactly! Exactly like God! We

will dg what God does. We will j«l.
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act, enjoy and experience £t precisely

-
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mind. Human bemgs.wull always re-

the same incomprehensible level of - - tain their individuality -- we will

awareness at‘which God feels, acts,
enjoys and experiences. . ...
A point of clarification here: We

‘are not _saying that human bemgs :

will become God ‘the Father or ‘be-

" come Jesus Christ. That' would be . .
_utterly ridiculous. God the-Father is

- God the. Father and Jesus Christ is

“zJesus Christ. And nobody elu can -

~ “become™ “them.
Furthermore

‘same power or authority as the

-“=Father or (‘hnst does. Of course not.

What.-we are saying, is that -

Paee e P _human bcmgs will become members
: " of the same God family -. composed

.'_ of . the same Spirit, doing the same

. -Work and living the same level of

" lifc.as are God the Fathcr and Jtsus

("hml R

LT

»
‘umquegawareness and

_ alties. We will not be
diffused into any “‘cosmic conscious-
neds” we ‘will not be apsorbed by
any “infinite imelligence”; and we
will not be swallowed up by any
“umversal Jove.” '
All of these philosophies have one
int 10 common: They preach the
utter dissoluon of the individual
human personality. You are to -be
diffused into the “cosmic conscious-
ness,” absorbed by the “infinite in-
telligence™ and swallowed up by
“universal love” - much like a drop
of yellow paint which becomes com-
pletely diffused afler being dropped

- into the ocean, or like a decaying

human body which, becomes totally
absorbed into the surrounding soil

" after many years in its grave, or per-

haps like those hapless human
minds which were swallowed up by
the invading monster braing which
terrified us in the science-Action

. “movies of lhe 1950s.

.
©

The Bible absolutcly repudiates
© all such attempts 10 destroy the dig- -

uty of each: dutmcuva human.

LA R W

s ‘neither are. we -
_saying that tHose who will be born
’ lnto God's t‘amuy will ever have the

“ut we will not_lose our,

“our individual ‘person-

: have life in himnself ..

.Congequently, since the \wo original -

become individual personalities in
"« the Father's God family. ‘

1) A

“4 v

" he mgmbers of God's family

. in, lomorrow’s world will be:

‘more distinct from, one an-

other than mentbers of the
‘human fmmly &re distinct from one
“another ‘in today’s world. All will
have their own individually specific
memorics, abilities, personality
traits, jobs,- responsibilities, prefer-

ences and ideas. But there won’t be..

any competition or conflict, because
the old culprit - self-centered

-human nature — will have long

since been climinated. )
We will generate our own' unique

lde.\ Lreatc our’ own, ongmal

thoughts, enjoy our own preferential

activities, fulfill our own personal '

rcspumibllitics and on and on.

* When mankind is prumtbcd to be”

made “equal with God,” that, of

‘course. means that individual -
“human’ beings ‘will eventually be- -

come qualitatively equal with God
and obviously does nor mean that
individual-human beings will even-
tually become quaniianvely equal
with cither God the Father or Jesus
Chnst. Beung “cqual with God”
only means that:we will be in the
same God family as the Father and
Christ are in - and has nothing to
do with an cquality of power, au-
thority, mutelligence, ete., within the
God family. ~

In other words those people who
will be changed “in the twinkling of
an eye” (I Cor. 15:52) will share the
same cxact qualiies of hfe which
today are unly possussed by God the
Father and Jesus Chist. ’

For cxumpl‘c. omre of God's quali-
ties is that He has inherept life — He
gencrates eternul . life intrinsically
within Himself Because God is life.
“For as the Father hath life in him-
self; so hath he given to the Son to
"(John 5:26),

Beings in the family created all
mankiad to grow\lo become gualisa-

tively like themselves, when we indi-
vidual human beings are changed
into new, individual God-Beings,
we, 0o, will generate cternal life in-
- trinsically - within ourselves * (John

*738 4:14; 3:16; 6:47; etc.).

But, quantitatively, man will never
equal God the Creator; _|ust as
surely as God the Spokesman (Jesus
ChrsT) will Himself never, quan-
_ titatively, equal God thc Father
(John 14:28).  These two original
Beings -in the God family will al-
ways remain in overall command.
-Their absolute authority will never
be in qucstton v althQugh they will
dehght in sharing progressively
more- of their responsibilities with
their offspripg as the God family

. continues to expand throughout

spaoe and time.

practical analogy will’

- help us to more fully
comprehend the wonders

of Gods magnificent
. purpose  and the ynajésty of our
‘individual calling. . -

Picture the model of-a large fam=
ily corporation (the Rothschilds of
Europe are perhaps the best dx?
ample): The “patriatch”. father

founded the company “from noth- ) '

ing* many- years ago. He labored
lorig, by himseIf to build the busi-
ness. When he had sons, he dqsu’ed
to preparc them for the. time when
they ‘could become an integral part

#hd he traingd them. And so,
ceiving all the proper educa-
tiorifand experience, his sons ma-
into able, aeduatcd men.
Their father now took great plea-
sure in turning over much adminis-
trative responsibility. and governing

* authority to his sons..Each son was

pllccd in charge’of one major divi-
sion ‘—"4n addition to occupying -a
seat on the bgard, of directors.

As a direct result, the *business

was able to expand enormously in -

many directions at once. The father,
of course, still presided over and ran
the. whole operation — yet it was the"

oolhalvelmqthofhnsomwhdt
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remarkable .
tement, God s up the ,
ole purpose of human life —

e primary, uriderlying reason

phy God crested all physical

ity. This detlaration gives the
Api-encompassing . reason: . . .
at us, make man in our image,
.after our likeness . * This is

i the first biblical referonce to man.

/s, — and with it God announces

k.. His firm intention to begin to re-

By produce “‘after His kind.""

g, Prior to this verse, the basic
}, "life-principle “‘after its kind"* (lit-
. arally from the Hebrew ‘‘to, or
I for, its appointed division'’) is re-
(- Ypestedly. as God's guiding
+ y design for the reproduction and
purpose of all life. And so, just a
‘?Z God hrad created the plants and
the animals '‘after their kind, " He
created man after His own kind —
- after the God kind.
. Why is the phrase ‘‘after ity

- |- il never applied to men —

s though it is consistently ap-
d to el Giher mr The an:

it hé looked forward to th(
fre when he would awake fmn‘
¢ ‘and beer the Ilkmu

) Hebrew word m tw
“likeniess’’ mmumh)
used to directiy

s H
B God Himeelf (Num., 121& .
m. 4:12, 16, where "m .
" is the translation); Butilg.|

pgnpletely djﬁqom-);l oh

- devotéd muitiple tens of t

human life is not to physically
reproduce_sfter the human kind
— .but to be spintuelly repro-
duced after the God kind!

In the same manner as & now-‘
born spider, a bird, or whale was’

desighed to grow up to become”
exactly like its family and par-

ents, every human being was de- -

signed to grow up to become

exactly like his spiritual family -

and parent — exactly like God,
exactly like the Father and
exactly like Christ. Bacause. just
as the animals had begun to re-

produce thémselves, God had
~ begun to reproduce Himself.

Over the centuries men hafe

sands of volumes in search  of
“‘the plan,”’ ‘‘the purpose,’’ and
""the answer’’ to mankind's exis-
tencé. All to no availl

In striking contrast, God re-

veals all three — He spells out in
precise detail the exatt plan, the
full purpose, snd the ul/timate an-
swer for each, human life. He

- qmnmmw_wmmv

o

Rovolatlon 3 9 states tha '

’ .culbumnslwmg under the soQ

coming government of God
worship before the feet of Gox
present-dhy human servants.
But Revelation 19:10 and 22: 8
stete that human beings musy
womhip before the folt of
thy grestest angelic. beinga (49
inly not before other hug
ingc) We are .commengie
; Gad aslone. .
h .only one Ig

brew words (ten’in English): "‘Let '

us [the God family] make man in
our [the Gad family's] iuage, after
our [the God family's] likeness.”

“‘How much clearer could ohe
state that the God family —

comprising, at the present time, * *

only two Beings, God the Father

and God the Son — created man *

for the purpose of joining them
as literal mem in the eter-
nally ruling God’ family?
Genesis 1:28 is the critical
verse which presents the follida-
tional purpose of human life. It
informs us that the God family

- created. us in their /mage and af-

ter their /ikeness.
Many. have heard Genesis

"1:26 recited often — and famil-

iarity has bred contempt. So,

_quite unintentionally, we water it

down ~— go that ‘“Let us make
man in our image, after our like-
ness’’ is interpreted as ‘‘rapre-
sentational,”” or as a metaphor,
or a figure of speech — anything
. but thc sumple meaning of tho

@’nan@m”"@m

fhm ‘no remarkabie verses

mdé not need any explanation.

*Consider the incredible love
fhlt the Father hs shown us in
#llowing us tQ be calied ‘children
'8 God' — and that is not just

Mu we are called, but what we'
igrai Our heredity on the Godwarg ™
W lg no . mere figure . qb«

. We don’t knomp

uture. We qnly
lty were to
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PSR,

worh
“Sphere prevalod
F prev
. oson would have

°

\’\{n.tde the. funily corporahon grow

preat. B

fhe sons..of course enpived the
sume quality of hic as hd ther
fathesr - ntellectuddly: and ftinan-
cially - but the father,would always
remain somewhat 1icher i all areas
The .sons cougsclad and  advised
theu tather on plf déostons . but
the tather would lwavs be the boss
His waord swoukld .dwavs be hinal »

bBveryone thoyoughly loved  his
dand hus iite A fanuly atmo-
And when cach
His omn sont  the
ruling tamily’ would geometratly’
ancrease. Causarg the Iunnl\ rpo-

ration Lo continually g

So it will he when hu hdng.\‘
become sous m the eternally ruling
Crod iy )

After bemg nurtured and tramed
1w this phuu U bife, after regeivang
all the propet Ldm.umn and expern-
efice. we will be able o assime the
pusibients of enotmous, responsibality
.md autlonty which Almlghly God
wnll tahe preat pleasure i sharing
witht us.

At that time cach individual son

) / . eac .
\Amll have precivgdy the same rela-

towship with God the Father i ad -
nnnstenng the entire umverse as
human Sony have today with thar
plivaical father when they help ad-
wnster their lasge tamily cofpora-
tron. And, infthe very sume
analogous manygr, we, as sons of
Guod. will enjoy the same quality of
hte that God- the Father enjoys.
rthermore, as strange as it

soundw. we will counsel and advise
our Creator Father  we will have
sugplestions and opinions which will
actually help God the Father ad-
munister the whole universe: sugges-
tions and opmmm which will be
unguml and unique.

Life will Be sunllll.umg Etermty
could never get bormg . In_thy

" OS] presence is fulness of joya at

AJ

thy night hand there are pleasures .
for evermore® (Ps. 16:{1). And the
God family will forever expand,,
beyond all the bounds which our
restricted human unagma(mns have

erpcted. \J

1Cen

[y
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.|l will we fook hL('

Sonsoan (uul \
l.uml\‘ There s only©
one wany to hind o
WhM does Jesus Chist look bike
today”

" How will that help? Jesus Chrst
our ¢lder brother in the Grod tamiiy
- the proncer o our salvation
(Rom ¥ 9 Heb 2 10 S9) What
He looks like today s what wewill
ook like 10 the
cause ¢ hrist has promised o ginve 1o
us Junt éx.ntl\ the same guality of
glnnlhd Coont the
Father has prven w Hyn A\nd.the
glwn which thou gavest me | have

body  which

“gnen thefn |ull ol Chiist s dis-

aples. 7 tJoh, 1720

\nd ( bt gid m.,r( than Jjust”™
protmse - He Swore -t
2200 Heb 61Y) and He
coptinmed 1t by ,-uruinh»rll;-h (U |
Ftus meany that God and Chnist e

“putiing the® vwin names on the line

T'hev wie \mimg_lhnzu" clernal teputa
tions ¢ mklng'gwn(hmg for nman

et read lhc‘pu"wnl-d.n de
W Jesvr - Christ as de
John n book ot

senption

sonibed by the

=R lation "And i the nidst o1 the
seven candlestichs one likg unte the

Son ol mar

down to the oot and gint .nhunwlhc
paps with u golden gudle His

cad

esurtechion Bee
cepht hand

S Haimelr .

othed with o vartenl |

.ll)tf.hl,\ ||.||V\~ acre while ke waonsd

A wWhite Lo e w T s Gy es e
thee ot has teet ke

i thes burned o

as g Hanng
u;nu hne
Ca furnac verce ds the
sound And he had
n he e band \C\(ﬂ' stars
Tout of b imeeath went o shaip s
('dg(tl

Was

Dgaes -
tnd  his
ol nany waters

id

and b counicnan ¢
»hmclh ol
Aied when | saw han I et
av dead And be Lod his

ll[\u" me NNy ulile
me bear not b gm the st and the

saond
the ACIE
sreny

at s feet

tast iR, l]‘l))
MWt cou have st read oo pree
prhe nsmpunn ol \~hm Gt

ik e e WY lew n FYES Y]
vy tupther RrJd:lh\pn Conad e
hudure  ens#tonment - Koad
shont the indesanbable magest. ol
the throne of God the Fathar o e
towrth Chapted of Revelation LN
the:

peettable

v

fentia

tantastically - bea sl

throne ol Giod i

about

e

Atoran chapters band Wot b chet

UNTINELR “and  the
(q\.mdmg of all read thiouph
the™2 fst and 22nd Ghaplers o Kave
lation

SATost

Dissover

detying, ancomprehensible new
heaven™ and “new carth
And it all can be vours cveny

Ihlllg . IUIL:\L'I Checduse vou van

be an hewr of Lrodt

NE

the qgaginanon |

.
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open door through

BLACK AFRICA

*... Behold, | have set before thee
an open door, and no man can
shut it....)" said Jesus Christ
concerning the Church of Gaod
(Rev. 3:8).

On November 2, 1973, Mr Har-
old Jackson and 1 completed the
fourth annual African baptizing
tour. Lasting three months and
covering  over 3000 miles, the
tour included ten countries. Alno
visited were the Canary Islands,
just off the west coast of the Afri-
can continent.

For three months the second
largest contiment in the world be-
came our haoge nway from home.
A land of s@ark contrasts, varied
cultures, multiple tribes and sub-
tribes, Africg has warm and sin-
cere peopl@ porgeous natural
scenic beauy  of verdant  rain-
lorests, shiniering waterfulls and
lush countrydide — as well as the
depressing sighas of squalor, pov-
erty, sickness and disease.

Tour Logistics

Many months of planning and
organization went into the tour
from the Bricket Wowd campus.
Alter tie requests had been ana-
lyzed and plotted in tenns ol loca-
tion, Hurold Jackson, Robert
Morton and their assistants sent
letters to our members and co-
workers who had requested per-

sonal coursel from a representa-
tive of Atmbassador College or the
Worldwide Church of God, We
then infornied them that our rep-
resentatives would e visiting
their country on a particular date,
ATTANKING an appointment ué a set
time and location. In this way we
were able to organize an appro-
printe number of visits per day.

Because most of our responses
are from our English-language
publications, foreign languages
¢ad various African dialects
presented no major problom. Also,
the vast majority of thowe we vis-
ited had studied our Correspon-
dence Course and already had a
working knowledge of the doc-
wrines of Gud's Church,

An average day of visiting would
begin at 8:00 n.m. with about 6f-
teen people scheduled to meet
with us in our hotel suite or meet-
ing room.

We would begin by going
through the pronunciation of
those long African names. 1 must
admit we did pet better as the
months went by, We can now
handle with relutive ense such
beautiful “structuyres” as Mr.
Dede-Dwanena, Mr. and Mrs.
Agyemang-Duah and Mr. and
Mrs. Solomon fmifiabomon.

After the introductions we
would answer questions about

John Kiburn = QN
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%embers at Feast of Taberpdbles at Victona Falls, Rhodesia (above) R/ght -
e spectacular falls, 355 teet high and ovena m:le w:de :

[ ’

news of the Work Ihe C‘ollege new

'publuulions and the Bible. Then

there would be a short lecgure: fol-
lowed by private personal” u)umcl-
mg T -

Afdpa full day of these activitiés,

“often ‘the _phone would ring at 9 or

10 p.m. bnmcnng who had traveled
a great distance would want per-
sonal counsel. Of course he or she
was welcomed at any hour.

This year we visited 18 Cities, .()l'

the 348 people counscled, 43 were
baptized. We missed 171 who were
stheduled for visity purllu_ll)’ be-

cause many letters were lost i the,
mail. Another factor was that with

the six-day work week, many feft

they could not take the necessary.

time from a work day to travel and
visit. with us and still observe the
Sabbath.

<. The First Stop

Our” ﬁrst stop was Casablanca,-
Morg#co, in North Africa. Here we
were grected by the smiling faces of

the entire’ congregation - all three,
members; of-the Church of God! Af-
ter a good meal togeth'er and a Bible

study on the Sabbath, we were on

our way to ouy next stop  Lay

Palimas in thc Canary Islands. Here

-we had um: visit scheduled, but -

were unable 1o make contact,
I'he next day we returned to the
continent,  landing  in - Monrovia,

Libetia, at 2200 pm. With 4 Vsl

schieduled at 3:00 pan., we ainived
about-the samé time as our visitors
- mdmcd muplc

The ‘man' s ‘a umvensity student
studying in Monrovia. His wite hives
at s’ home 300 mules away. His

‘. the l()ur:‘-

. ,‘:‘.
f

e . v

* wife-had traveled tHat 300 milestto -

<. L gt N »
Join her husband to meet God's
ministers, This:was the second year

the man had met with us, dnd this *-"

tie he was, jready for barptism., Thl\
wads iy ‘much-a joy tor us as for the.
two of them  the ﬁnl baptifif of .

Gbana

Upun I;,avmg Mnnm\l.\ we ﬂu\\
o Acery, Ghana.- where we \pun '
the next en days. The: \m(s wuie
pnmlahlg as well, as r(w.lldlllb. oo
p;,u.ally “with those \»\hmn we had 7
met the'year hmm l

After lu\mg Accry we diove lh()
miles noithwest o Rumast (o spend
an. addllunml tive days The dine
prmuj very hclplu) to us in pething

‘an overall view of the Landseapé,

' cruhlcd us umycm withe the

-




pmplc And to see ‘many ot‘ the out-
. lying vnllagu and towns away from’
L thie hustle: “and busllL g)f thc. blg
Lllle : s

()ur driver;
' vuluablc “ay wn’ interpreter. ‘Even

B though he. spnkc English fluently as '

“twell as tuw dialcects, some of the
dialects oumds his. focale were diffi-
L cult for him 10, speak. even though
_ he could understénd them.

~After arriving” in Kumasi  and

‘.sptndmg a Subbath with our mem-. | .
" ben. lhcy prc.p.ucd 2 100% Atm.m K

dinner. tw us. I'Imnthmlly >pcakmg
it is called Fu-lu.’ It consisted - of
pouudcd yats or cassava served
with a very richly seasoned soup
mddc of goat meat, beef or fish (and -
sometimes all lhrcc) ll was vcly
'td\ty

At(cr dru@ng hnuk lo ALer. .

‘:Douald,
. eroon. Douala is hasi~-*

Abmh,nm was in- | cally .a’ Erench- spcakn'ng

CUNIX Ilhl_j‘)l cities

, e

[wc thcn

flew overto
Ca am-

town, but th.mkfully we had no lan-
guage pmbk,m because we. visited

‘with & couple from “the. univeisity
-who ma]uud in Frenck gnd”’
-l:nghsh “alid they proved very help- -
| fub in assisting us witht any language -
: dlﬁlculllca

ng.na

At Jast” we wefe off to Nngcrm
whcu we spent 28 days and. vmted
Port. Harcoust. .
Enugu. Benin City, lagos [bddan‘
and Kano.

This year way unly the acu)nd
time- we have' been gr.mu.d visas -
into Nigeria. However. it.was quite

i .'l"‘ Y ;
el

wndent

“that God™

: w‘mtcd His

] memben, visited and " -

‘His progpectives vounscled. -

Upon leaving London-we had en-'.
iry. visas granting us pcrmmnon to,

" stay only 14 days, and yét we had
schedule of visits for 28 days, As we .

entered the u)umry we askid for an
extension of a little ovey lw’o wccks

i
x -
D
3 .
g .
5".

After tinding we were from ‘Am-

_bassador Collegé, which publishes,
}I he Plajn Truth magizine, the cus-

toms und lmmlgmuon officer glddly

Cextended - permission fok: an’ exira

wo nu)nl[i‘.g h cérlainly‘ Was encour- .
" aging (o find favor.in the eyes Of the -
* authorities “and gét comments like |

“Keep that magazine co'uimg "

- With over 29,000 copies of the )
; Lngh:-h Plam‘ Trulh gmng into this




I'I‘“‘:l{ AI}“ICA ('({q!ir.lvﬁed:- : |

< country, the Work in Nigeria is
growing. ’
Lack of hygiene is just one of the
many major problems facing Nige-
ria. Thousands of years ago God
told ancient Israel, when bringing

them out of Egypt (like Nigeria, a

land filled with its customs, cure-alls
and traditions): - “[f ‘thou wilt dili-
gently hearken to the voice of the
. 'Lord thy God, arfd wilt do* that
- which iy rlgHt in his sight, and wilt
*gnvc car tO his: wmmandments ands
_ keep all,hn statutes, I will put none
dLlhesc discases upon.thee, which T
* -have bmugh( upon the Egyptians:

, for TAm the’ Lord that healeth. thce" ‘

('Ex 15:26),
Nauonwndc ob};ﬂncnqc to Gods
’ laws wnuld’ bfing whal’ all’ peop'le
dcslrc ‘radidny. hcalty prosgémy

“sand hdppmcss “Thigis thee ufumatc :

answcr 1o Africa’ s-.problems

" As would bc expected, thé health .
and -welfare of our. Nigerian nem- -
. bers and co-workers is very. goed,

. due- 1o’ Obedience to God s laws!
' They have cxpcrleneed many ‘mirg-
clcs of hcahng and otherblessings. -

Onc Nigerian man _fréthi Benin G ny

lost’ a g()oq teachmg job because of °

rcfusmg io work_on God’s Sabbath.,

: B Lt This stcd no undue hardship, be-

L:iuac hg ‘has now_ started his own
'f)nmdry schoal zmd has been able tQ
. employ _some:- of lhc Worldwide
. (‘hura.h of God muﬁbers

"Despite o few bogkmgs on can-
tellcd ﬂlghls (whicli’'we were able'to
- adjust in time),
moddhon nnx ups und rcd(lcss taxi

d?lvcrs we f.m:d wcll in Nnynd
.|, in the face of nuwng»thc oppoitu-

Sohth Afnc- -nd Rhodnn

We left Nngcna., from the’ Llly of
Kano to go 1o Johanncsburg South
Africa. - . et

I-mm lhcrc Mr Jackson wenl 10~

Mossel Bhy in South Africa 16 con-
.. dugt the Feast of 1ub:rmu.lea for
" ovEf 100 Africans. ’

" I observed the Feast in Victoria

-.- Falls, Rhodesia. where over 70
members attendgd. At Victoria
. Falls, responsibilities were shared

hotel accom-

v

by the n;ai_i;agers of our office .in
Rhodesia” <. the first half by Mr.

.Peter Nathan and the last half by
" Mr. John White.

" Victoria Falls presents ag ideal

milleniiial scmng for the Feast. The. |

awe-inspiring, falls dre 355 feet high

and 5,580 fcct wide, and'the mighty - |-

sounds. produccd seem 1o contin- -
“ually praise ( God -
. Whilé; vmtmg in” Rhodesné l‘

stoppd at a village's¢hcol 100 nrifes-

_ from the city of Sahsbury J'was the’.
 first” American thcsc youngprimary
sxudcms hadjseverisgen. = Their,
- English was very #good. bui. the,y,

" thbught my. accent was“‘funny P

\thn aiRed’ if they lncvy:wl\ere I
0 Irands, went, ups’|

--But when asked. if they-wantegd to~go.
“there, all hands went upt,. Although .
.the achool was . not well, e qulpped 7
by our standards not. equipped dt .
~all), thc dlséxplmc was. rcm4r ably
ou\slandmg

R Zambla S
Aflcr the Feast-of J“abemucles
Mr. Jackson and 1 ret’ dgaint in orx,

_ der to, u)nunuc the lour into de- .
" big., ThOUgh only a few short mllqa
separated “our Zamblan mx.mberSw .

from Victoria Falls! they ‘were un-"
able’ w0 autend the Feast duc to pf)lll—

ical border closings between-

Zambia and Rhodesia. Similarlywe -
were unable lo. visit mcmbtrb in”

Uganda bcgdusc that ¢ountry’s bor- | "¢

ders were: glmcd (0] Amcman “tour-
“ists. ¢
Our Lambmn mcmbcrs were: vcry
milich ericouraged by qur visit: Even

nitysot attending the-Feast of Taber-
nacles. they knew God- would

'mnlmually bless shenr if lhcy did

their part (sceRom:-8:28).
From Zambia we went' to Dar es

Salaam, Tanzama, where we stayed |7
“.two days. Here our visits were few,

but véry rewarding. One visit was ;
with a man who was contacted in -
1971 and nussed in 1972, After trav-

eling all night, he met us at 8:00,
a.m.

Sunday morping. After two

years of obeying God and. dlhgcmly
studying his Bible, the-Correspon-
dence Course and other literature,
he was bapuzed and encuuraged ls
_ vontinue serving God. .
- From Dar es Salaam we flew to
-"our final stop in Afnca -- Nairobi,
Kenya. - : s
. Since Kenya sull maintains its
wildlife; we spent part of ohe day on
- safari, taking pictyres and ,enjnymg-"

_’vlslls in-Kenya wege very encourr
,aging. mdudmg one with a lady

1~ whose -hushand managed a W)OO

= dcre, r-mch S

-y God'l Work in anct o

The Work of+ (wd continugs : m
grow in this ‘area of the world. l'hc
1\vufold commlss1t)n of God's.
Churchr Prc.uhmg and ‘publishing ',

thc go,wcl as I -warning.and & wil
_ mess to .thé world (Mdll “24:
» 28;19-20).. plus’s chedmg the - ﬂm,

1 ohn 21457175 s ruly being, -

‘ fulfiled on the Amgdn Lohlmt.n( ‘A
vital aspccl of the b4ptmng ‘(our,-ls
‘the! opporlunpy to visit, wuh ouf:
membcns \,4nd pmspcd,wa. in* u\-

- ncm.cs in- (xods ( hurch.is mdccd
immeasurable. We' pray’ that Gud
will establish’us moré tlrmly in-Hi
fdnm m  these . pdns’_m umem

Those sclccl few who drt: LB"Ld
loday (in. Africa and ihe rest of. the -

come. will be plll.lrs in’ the govern: - -
‘mcnt of God as; kmgs\ rulers:
teachers ‘and priests: “And, he that
overcometh, and kccpcth my works’
‘unto thé end. to him will. 1 give’
) puwcr over the nations™ (Rw,Z 26).
“Today, Africa is, beset by much’
sickness, disease, pain and ::uﬂcnnb
But soon.it, dlung with the entife

and rich  blessings thmugh obedi-
ence tg (inds laws. God speed- lhc
‘wonderful World, lomurrow' :

— Roland. Sampson .

.1

fhe bcquty of God's crealion. Our T Ll

\wd’rld) and . who. mnlmuc to over-

world. will enjoy Utopian happinegs. . - -




o y husband, Dr. Charles Dorothy of the Spanish
e T e 5 '-‘ff ] Department in Pasadena, California, our oldest
O daughter Chagylé.Ann agd.) were in Santiago, Chile. prior to traveling to a conven-
" . lionlat:the bedch village, of El Tabo. ﬁWE,a_rri\cd in Santiago vn_ October 5, 1973.)
Since Septémber 1th And the death. of, President Allende. Chile-way n a state
. of sicgd. The aulitary #pok over the government by force. The military was law.
* A nuliary juria (whigh simply means “group”) now rules Chile. It is headed by General
'Pindchet of the! army, in eompany with Keads of the air force, navy and police force.
+ For the firsy threg daysmof the military yukeover. a 24-hour-a-day curfew was imposed.
- No dfie was (0 leave his home. During the thice days of the takeover, the people were
. forued 0 cat whytever [dod they had on. hgpd 1hose who left their homes to venture ongp
-+ the! streets wire assumed 1o be the ones whio wanted w tight it out  the military versus
“the; Comniunists and ‘extrerists. Then the 24-hour curfew was shortened” from 10 p.am. to
6 ., unless changed by a radio announcgment in the afiernoon. _
We had made plans’ 1o eat dianer the first evening with our representative in Santiago,
Sedor Filador Hlesca’ (a ‘retired policentan of 30 years' service). and s wife Edub. But fate in
the afterndon. Seftora lllesca called 10 say the curtew had been changed to eght o'clock. Our.
dinner ‘dute had fo be postponed. She warned us not o look outside if we heard any shooting.
m v were al* work, the mditary might shoot at any movement from surrounding windows.
Mptly at <ipin o the.cvening the Bustic of the big city changed like magic into the quiet of the |
- vountryside. From ‘out window'we woujd hear the roar of 2 rushing nver. Before the tukcover it was most
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., unusual for anyohe in the capltdl
cuy ta’ hear thie great Mapocho s

_River — even from a short distance.
"“The nons& of the traffic was far
greaier. But afterwards ' there.was
giot a soul in- the park across the
" street, nor a car in sight. At the hour
of curfew twelve million Chileans
were shut™in their homes.
That m,ghl a-battery of shooting
woke us scvcml tintes. And as if that

- weren'( enough, there was an earth- -

-quake that reached 5.5 on the Rich-
ter Scale.. There, were 25 tremors
during the night (though no damage
anywhere): but from the ninth floor
of our apartment, we.suddenly

~ learned that the higher you aref the .

more ‘force quakes have. We were
shaken in more ways than one. -

. Food for Thauﬁht
Earlier that day the Sefiora had

. put a’ cooked chicken (which she -

had raised), a dozen fresh eggs, a

head of lettuce, a loaf of bread and’

a can of peaches in thetrefrigegator.

She.also sc}s‘clcd for us a- hard to-

find - bottle “of the highést quality
“"Chilean wine._ .

In.a brief :hoppmg trlp in’ the

_ afternoon’, my- husband could not

find any oil, mayonnaise or butter. -

- Nerther did he see any bread
-#.which' ‘explained why' the Seiiora

had” apologized that her loaf was-'

_thice days old He. was, h()wcvu
abl; 1o huy some Lhust dnd truit.

Mk Hocem | v A

"and was* cxpcctcd to rd

. chicken,

]

For the ﬁrst few days the people

\m Santiago stood for hours in long
- ‘lirtes in order to receive a set portion

of. bread. And theii many were
turned awa}y empty-handed when:
the. bread r4an out.

thn weﬁamved the price of a

loaf wcm from 11 10 40 escudos -

sach 100.
Many decided to-do without until
the economy stabilized itself.

So, with. shades drawn that first
night in Chile, we ‘ate our dinner
alonc
murmur of the nvcr
lettuce, ‘dry "rye.. bread
cheese and red wine. And we ‘were

g .thankful

A Natlon Forced Indoors -

AU first 1 wondered how it was. i
possible ‘that a whole nation could .

obedieritly be in their homés by a
set hour -

ment just a block away), 1 began to

understand  why- they stayed in-

e

doors, We heard. that a 15-year-old
_boy who ran in fear afer the curfew. .
had begup was iminediately shot to ‘
" death -

without even being ques-
tioned. . : :

~ There’is a phrase printed ()n‘,,
" buildipgs. and walls there: pai es

~

Racreal\ion at‘.lhe Feast in Argentina; Mrs. Dorothy (second
" from left) and Dr. Dorothy (third from right).

sérenaded’. by the musical :
.Wé had -

and not & minute later." -
After more shooting the next eve- - .
. ning, and dlswvcrmg that several -~ -
" bodies a night are dumpgd in the
. Mapocho” River (some *of - them
landed ashore in front of our apart-

" ‘attendance) at El ‘Tabo, Chile.

fuerza — “peace is power.” The
psople feared foy their lives if they -
were not obedient! We also con-:

formed with respect -- and with time
to spare! w

Pgaco of Mind.

As for fear, we were not afraid as .
long as we obeyed- the rules. During
the day the people ran about at as
fast a' pace as ever. They even
smiled at the prcsldenual pd|dté‘

.which was defaced by bullets and

gutted by bombs. The majority were’
happy to be free of the Socialist

“government of Allende, which was

really-a burden on them.
THe total inner d«.ﬁlrucuon of

'sich & fine public bunldmg was ap-

palling. But the* solid (rame re-
mained and. repair, financed by
donations_ and.-grants from a pdm

_otic ppoplc. was soon. under Wd)’ .
The people hopc 0, rc?turc the -

palau: to even greater spfcndor than.
before. .
Bq( «ﬂ:bpltc lhc smllt:s ;hcrc was

‘an lnner une‘dsmess We Wer

‘warned  hot lo ledve valqablca ;n
plam slghl in our room,. m case; the -
mlhlary might enter and Be T tcd

_ to confiscate lhcm

An unusual thing hdppcncd lhc E
last night of our convention, (95 m
For |
some unknown reason, for one night
only (the curfew was_ changed o
I’7 30 a.m. This was a real bluxmb




(UPDATE

to us because it was the mght of thc

local fun show. .
And what a show the Chﬂeans

put on! All the:entertainment was :

intertwined in.a play with a country..
hnaso (Chileaa cowboy) theme. The
owner of ¢ estancia (ranch) was

dressed in a festive costume. He was . .

played by Sr. Santiago Garcia, one
of the leading men in the area. He
and his “family” entertained au;;5
‘American tourist (Ken Ryland

- Pasadena) who- humorously butch-
‘ered the Spanish language wuh a
gringo accent.

Thé show.- fqgtured young “Chil- =

«dren as well as the older generation,

N colorful costpmes lypxcal songs.and

visited Bahia Blanca, where we have

a congregation of 60 Church' mem-
bers» Mr. Robert Flores-serves this
group regularly; and about once a
month or so he goes to the church in
Santiago where we have 70 mem-
bers. 'Also, he oocasnopally visits

various other groups in Chile and

Uruguay.
On the way home we visited sev-

“eral people interested in this Work.

The most lhnllmg and louchmg of
these visits was m ‘Ecuador. Hefe we
met Sr. Eduardeendozd and his

fine family. (We had. preﬂously met .

his oldest daughter, Maria Clemen:

vuna when she ‘came tq the United
-»States.) Sr. Mcndoza is president of -

\.“ *

e e

more lhan hullcts but sy lhzm

- bombs. :

I woke up’ thmkmg we must he
back in Chile or “in the midst of
some kind of skirmish or civil Wir. { ]
decided the safest place was: under - '
my covers, and fell back to’ \lu.p
But before the alarm went Off at
3:30 a.m., the blasting occurred two

" more times.

In the morning we dicovered it

‘was rockets thay had filled the air.

But there was no war - just paurt of
a celebration hum)rmg the dead
sainis. It seemed iconi¢ to mie that in
worshiping the dead. not cven the
living.could have any peace!

We learned that ten people were

 killed lhat night. ; trampled 10
dca;h by a mob i n a rchglqus pro~
- ccssum . -

i » . dances. Xl lines and-actswert per. ‘the Dhlc Carnegie Institute in Ecua- -

My T 20 fox;\meg. with a p;ofessnonal and nat-
e =r-um¥a{r -We haye néver seen a.iu \

‘v show lo Mu‘pass i N

ok -
his W}h an ﬁmorux vml dnd an
emnonal unc {:qr WS Mcndma,,

béu‘mc lhc. Tirst member g ehu'r*‘;; "‘L'"d of C°""““ T

.

Hovo nmo lwm .
chl we lrdvclcd to Sléf‘

t "Vcnlana Argcmma Tt topk ™ us B

T Yull; 241 hour day by car, plane taxi -
. and: train. A crowd Of people met us _
“at thié train,"Which’ was within walk-, L

_ing d:sungc of our’hotel. Nestled in -
~thé ‘moyntains of this. munlry town, .

-'/'2 were gathered for the eight-day -
: vz:mnom(c,xlled lht. l“ ast ofTa\b-A

i i
S AL was: p‘hgs‘.um' ‘md. p;.‘ fir) _
‘l‘hurc but not havinig "o he i m b’S?']U e onfyp te-hy, dex}\Ll]td .f% three m the

0 Llot.k.,;(tt,mt"‘d very 5lr.mgt.
- 'Lcavmg Sierra de ld Vcn’tan,: e

B
v

Y. Worldwxdc ( hénh ot(;od. m Fuuu
~.dor. ne 8 wcil cduwlcd am.t hm Fa .
m d nm. homc We»

largc -ltbr

- When 1";1‘:19&1%& 16 - Smuto Amcr-

: La"l had an ankgn‘mg, ) Nw anich -

dnd hcdul;tu[ Contimemt Hilled with-

o “acglvc Thtc;l.hg.m people. But 1 alw

Lcavms Ediiador, Wx: arnVLd Iatc
in kima, Beru, with. the. prosect of
:Only three and a half Hours

nections. Exhausted, v fell “asleep

L mm‘nmg. fiu Sl of the: night was

ln\-ldt.d hx hlms tl\.um»uudui I|lw '

»lccp' o
. ..m ordef to make our ight con- |

sa\& pacadoxically:“u lack . of mud-

130} Lonvc.rw:mqe a lack of abun-

 danve for- the midjority. and pulitical

: uphcavul more severe llmn in uur

awn country. :
The trip m.ndc me n.uhu the éx-

tent of my_own pensonal and our. ™

nuliunal hltwngs and  made* me
. even moie thankful und gmlc!u’ lm
lhcm .sll : -
' Jo Ann I)owlhy

N - ° .
‘Feast of Tabernacles. E! Tabo, Chile Mcmbars.'oms:dc
meeting hall (above) and at barbecue pjcnic (middle)
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_three _pights 10- produc, T -

-

Jeswy”

sty 'y shree: mshl lecture senes \w.»i;
U opreduced capacey crowah .

L T TR

__f 10.000 S e

‘nes. ‘M-

o ',spuke .nhoua the,
. “7" "'W'ld u.u\ ‘. ket of en-
’ E‘uuj tud'uy s problems 1w - e

y
esus Chridl, v .

1 site of the 1967 World -+ it Seaule ’
Washinglon. w.s the | vabon for ahe

‘thisteenth  Personal

\@pearance coen

‘\luuul by Gamer 10d Arnn(mng .

In \pllt’ of inclement wdather Mo A

TRt

In tact overflow [ iudicnes
juoumed. the:audiionum il

total” uuendun\g uf over

- Eunmg Iopu:a
“Thc fint. nu.ht ul (hc.‘pc

I d‘a'Ann\mmg
nuing

ergy“the \hddlgﬁqsl and
potential, gelggr war  He

VER, .eleunl guspet’ul

wghjedt ofthe second
mght was) about the real
nd’how we, in this
world. desperately need His | 20

a - R = SN
~

Cperscnu counsel 18 not necessary o wait for -
Cogany njzn’ o come vout town Snmhl\ write
st lhe God debyofhee nearest you, requesting

' pu APl B pnn)lmcnl vulh one-of ou? mmm -

Tvrs : “
Y o, uhlll\ u( lh; \Mnrldw:de (hun.h ut
’ m . Seattle =served was -
. ude,w- and ushcrcllcs Thcy
4w manned lhe luer.uurc

st

fuowoklet requests inspired by -
t'ln: ey cn'mg's m#ssagc. :

Taplng lor Tolovulon

Ielevision production-
. \"ldu)l.jpt_d all three nights
of the campaign. These
t.xpchl be aired as relevi-
-sionsgpeciuls throughout the
Unitgd States and Canada
. this summer. The audito-
2 rium, used by the Seaule
‘Opera .ahd Symphony
€ompanies, provided an
. excellent Tacility for the .
" taping session.

belp wYeorder our lives.

Joe Tlayson =— GV Although the audience

shivplavs o handle thé’ many- =

Amh.nsddur Collcgc‘-' :

a

-~

_ -~ On the third night. Mr. Afmstrong spoke \ -wyp - hadto qndure the temporary discomfort of dus-
_ about -this being the end time, together with - ' tracting bright lights and’ equipment. milhons -
each mdwléﬂ’als.nccd for real’ repentance. - ) more will eyentually be able 1o view these pow-,
' . ~ erful campaign lectures/via television in their
Bible Study . « ~ own homes. Be sure o watch for announce-
" In addntion to the 83 new pcople who at- ments in The Plain Truth and The Good News
tended the first follow-up Bible study, Fred for the dates this " special” will be aired locally
Brogaard (local minister of the Worldwide : in your area. . .
Church-of God) reported that he also received Truly the gospgl of the Kingdom of Gud is
, over 30 phone calls requesting private visits to *  being preached and pmclauned in.many major
counsel about baptism or pertaining to other~, * population centers in. tlm mpcully uck lnd
personal matters. (If you are desirous of such | dynqg world. B . '
M . Lo o ot .
. ’A -, , o . . ,'._
' T S N SR
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UESTION: “It seems of
o Ilate I have been
blessed with an un-

quenchable - thirst  for knowl-
edge. Your television program
='set me going along these lines -
-many months ago. My wife and -
1 are mamscreanr‘“Chnstinns.
We accept that these must be

for. salvation? How do we join God’
triie_ Church By. that I’
- cal though your fine articles are —
“ how do we know “that mainstream

..is right? Could it not be that yours is
. the false church. spoken~of.as mis-
leadmg “people i’ the ‘end times?

" are sincerely trying to find the truth.

available that.can ease our minds. It

and | am miSted? That’s what I can't
" get ouf of my mind. It is important to
, myself, but what ‘about my family" 1

pects me to 'do some work towards
uncovering .the truth. This letter
comes from the heart.”

* Mr.MJLRG,

Rexdale, Outario, Canada

-ANSWER: Qur answer is from the
heart to some very fair and logu.al
qucsuons and

~
.
-

, .the end times; but where do_we go _

‘Christianity is at fault and that youmv .

“““Please don’t be offended by these .
" questions. They “are sincere and we

1 hope you will havé some material ***
seems to me thay what you report is-
correct, ,MV& if you are wrong

beheve that .God will lead me in the _
righl direction, but surely He ex-

“one of them in lhc body as it hath .
leased him” (l C 2:

~It'is God: alone who decides who
jwnlﬁflposc the body of Christ-It"
is God who adds to the- Church
those whom He chooscs 10 be saved:

—And the. Lord:pddcd to_the -
hurch dzuly such ‘as’ should be_.
-saved” (Acts 2:47). -

" How. then, does God add a mcm-.'
" ber to the Church? Is it a« matter of

signing on mmc'llnlled lIine? What “
Church &1 God? -~ B
_Paul informs us. “tor by nnc'
“Spirit ar¢ we all baptized nio one -
body. whether we be Jews or Gen-
tiles. whether we be bond or free,
. and. have. been “all. made 10 .drnink
into one Spmt".(l Cor 1210
“ltas the Holy Spirt whach s the
power of Chist (Avs 1 8)  which
puts us 1t the hody of Christ We
arc ammernsed or plunged into the
Church by the secerpr ol God's
Spint (Wrnite for our tree arcle en-.
tutled “How You Can Be Imbued

Warren Waison

“the (h“urch
Church 15 not a_building, but the -
<members of the body of Christ.s~ " - .°

. request our free booklet titled
N Aﬂ About -Water Baptism.)
<., . Onecannot put himself into.

+led by the Holy Spirit of God
(Rom. 8:14), then God has put

hlm into-the Church..
_Thns is_explained - funher in our .

(hap(er three.. (“What Is lh:

R0 cxplams that the

Finally. chapter four (“How to

We suggest lhul you write for

Where Is God's True Church Today?
Then do as the Bercans did -
the Scriptures (1n this case especially

search

6~ those quoted ‘in

. ‘we are cerlainly
. Annl oftended.
* You specifi-
o cally  asked.
““How do we join
God's true
Church™
The answer is
{ one capnot de-
cide 10 join the
body of Christ.
“ It is something
: God must put
you into. We are
instructed by the
Apostle Paul '
‘that **. . . now
hath God set the
members ~ every -

this booklet),
whether these
things be so (see
“Acts 17:11).

If you do, we
are confident
that you will
come to the
same ecxact con-
clusion that the
Berecans
“Therefore [as a
result ‘of their

~ diligent check-
ing ‘and search-
ing] many
of them be-
lieved . . .”°
" (verse 12).

'Jthe Church hy deciding " to

-of God by havmg and bcnng -

hnd .the true Church” ) gives Sev-._ .

—zcral _bibhcal qualifications . identi- <
fying the true Church. It hsts the .
twelve places in the New Testament
where the true Church is actually
named

did. -

“examines the: panorama of pres <* -
—.packaged Christianity. ‘Chapter. two -
- (“"Why-So Many Denomlnauons"")'
_f:_'shows how whcn ‘and where, this -
T oreligious babylon “of muluple de-
“.“nominations got started. ‘

LT e T - -




- The Good News to include sending over -
200,000 co_pms into the homes of those inter-
’ ested in and who support this Work of

Worldwide Church of God have expressed
concern that they would no longer be able to
read the ‘‘strong meat’’ they need for their
spiritual growth. (The Good News was once

‘ exclusively for the Church membership.)
Actually, only a few such negative comments
have been received compared to the avalanche
-of fine letters expressing sincere appreciation
for this magazine.

- It is our intention to publish the truth of
Scripture straight from the shoulder, challeng-
ing and thought provoking, but not offensively *
s0. We believe The Good News contains
“strong meat’’ when this expression is

clearly understood. | have asked Mr. Brian
Knowles, the managing .editor, -to write

an article clearly revealing the meaning of the
term ‘‘strong meat.’’ Here is his article.

v C. Wayne Cole

S dchvcry wnh ;

e ;';'EI

Smcc we have expandedﬁthe clréi;latmn oh

Almighty God, some few members of the |-

a \ Executive Edj

“Strong meat,”
" Apostle Paul, “belongeth ‘to-them
lhal are of full age...” (Heb 5 l4)
equated with; rammg, shoix_ﬂhg apo-
_..plectic helifirg and . brimstone scr-

mons? *Does strong meat=refer to*
“powerful" “cofrection” and rcbuk-

: -mg" -Or is-it something else? = - - -

™~

.. Many Christians have mlstakenly

- by the- volunie of thc “speaker’s’

- voice. They_have‘ aSsocnated a bulge-

God‘s Word =
mon!" -€excl auneii the little old

drcnched _minister left -the
‘speaker’s - pl lform “And perhaps
' . a-great dea of: power had begn -
e.xpcndcd L .but:that-doesn mean _

" “the sermon mcom.ametl, suong
‘meat™ ¥
- Let.me¢; e‘x-plam e = LT
JIt’s-a ‘mistake-to assocnate qomc. s
- volume and decibel level with pro-
- fundity. A loud s¢rmon is not neces-

sarily a strong one. The minister
may have been making a very
simple and straightforward point.
He may have made it loudly and
perhaps effectivelyd But we. should
not assume that the sermon consti-
tuted the kind of “strong meat” Paul
had in mind. .

Hitler's Speeches
Adolf Hitler was a powerful

audiences — in fact; to move a na-
tion. He could rant by the hour and

. somelpw hold the attention of tens

of thousands of mesmerized Ger-
mans. He raged with unbndled
emotional energy -- and shouted the
glories of the Aryan peoples. Mil-
lions were stirred to tollow his
twisted leadership — to nntionnl ob-
livion!

Adolf Hitler bclleved as did his
propaganda minister — that if you
tpld the poople a lic cnough times,

and with suficient convmwn. they -

‘the " )

' fadyas_the- perspiration-

~ speaker. He had the ability to move




«?

i

" would eventually swallow if. And he

was right.

. His speeches were heady wine to .
.. the post-Depnsslon German. But
- they were not strong meat!

* Hitler mouthed meaningless slo-

- gans, hollow biatherings and capi-

“talized on national vanity to gain a

- - vast following. But the blind led the

_blind to national ignominy ‘and de-*

feat at the hands of the Allws o 1' '

“Because msnd.-; ‘the. hollow shell of

" ‘Adolf ‘Schicklgruber was a hollow

shell of a man. He believed, without

"foundation, that he had a divine
-~ mandate to plunder;- kill, destroy -
- and commit “genocide. His foam--

flecked mouthings agitated the pop-
ulace to ‘shout “Heil Hitler!” and
“Sieg Heil.” Millions stood enrap-
tured by his power, his charismatic’
ability to stir and manipulate the

--minds. and emotions of a-nation.

"But ‘Adolf Hitler was a shallow,
narrow-minded, morally defunct, ir-
responsible despot. His speeches
were redundant and hollow. His
-ideas were trite and even downright

silly at times. He was a mindless ~
pawn in the,hands of a higher — yet ~°
‘not divine -- power. His demoniacal -

delivery showed no real depth or
insight. His philosophy had ligtle
form and no real substance. He was

LN gl
“My people are destroyed for
-lack . of knowljedye: because
thou hast rejected knowlodgo

| will also reject thee. .
Ho:n 4: 6

a 4liul¢ man jn every sense of thc
word.

Yet he stirred millions to fallow -

-chis insane leadership! Howt By
power by force of personality, by
“charisma.”

But those' who dared to-think and.
to reason knew better. They knew
Hitler for what he was — & mindless
madman. They recognized Nis lack

of depth — his superficial slogans. -
Truly, he was a pmoner qf his own

slogans.

- All of this_illustrates a very im-
“portaat point. To bosrow a thou'!n -

GOOD NEWS April 1974

from Shakespeare, a sermon can be:
“full of sound and fury” and yet
signify nothing! And an article or
book can be loaded with rhetoric
and verbosity, and yet can be a

-meaningless collection of mis-
" arranged words. Of course, this is

not to say that a speech cannot be
both audibly powerful and deeply
- ‘profound (or an article very well

- written in terms of verbiage) and at 4
“the same time be’ extremely stimu-.

latmg and thought-provokm;

Th. True Meaning of
‘Strong Meat

When the Apostie Paul spoke of °
he meant depiy. He -
. meant profundity. He was referring

“strong meat.”

to spiritual principles ‘which are
more difficult 10 grasp, harder to
wrap oone's mind around.

Let’s prove that! .

One of the first rules of Blble
study is to check the context. Let's

nally quoted statement.
Paul had been explaining to the

- ‘Hebrews about the priesthood of.
. Chrisg. He was describing Christ’s

compassion for sinners and His ex-

-perience as a physical human being.
* Hereferred to Christ’s role as a high
priest after the ord;r of Mclchlz.c—.

dek. -

He wanted to tell- them ‘more
about Jesus Christ: “Of whom we'
have many things to say, and hard
(difficult] 10 be witered, seeing you
are dull of hearing” (Heb. 5:11), -

The attitude of the Hebrews lim-
ited their capacity to. c.omprchcnd
deeper spiritual truths concerning
Christ. Paul was correcting them

very sternly, even powerfully for

their attitude. Yet that correction
did not constitute strong meat!

The problem with the readérs of
Paul’s - epistle was. that they had

never built anything on the founda-"

tion of the basic doctrines. In fact,
their knowledge of even those basic
principles had atrophicd as a result
of their spiritual lethargy and stub-
bornness. They now needed to°go
back and reicarn the fundamentals.

.-Fotwhenfouheﬁmeyeougu WNMM ad

- look at the context of Pauls origi- -

>

- lute strong ‘meat.
Corinthians that he was o' nstrained =

25

to be teachers, ye have-need that
one teach you again which be the

_first principles of the oracles of

‘God; and are'become such as have
need of milk, and ol of .m-ong
" meat” (verse 12). .

Paul’s correction did net consti- -

tute strong meat! )
The Hebrews were suffering from

\,,lethargy. Thcy had lost their [ovc

'Tln hurt of!hopmdont got.-
teth knowledge; and the esr
of the wise seeketh knowi-

edge. Proverbs 18:15

-any decper into the profound spiri-

" tual truths\of God's Word. Paul de-

scribed their problcm in verse 13:
“For every one that useth milk is

- unskillful in the.word of nghteous-

ness: for he is a babe."
The Corinthian church ,found it-
self in the same unenviable position.

Paul said he “could not spcak unto -

- for study. They were not probmg'f

you [the Corinthian brelhrcn] as .

unto spiritual [mamrc_ (‘hnsuans]  ;
. but as unto carnal [brethren still en:-

.

meshed in- schisms, strifes, and dm-" o

sions}, even as unto babes in Christ. 1 c .
have fed you with milk, and nor with -
meat: for hitherto ye were not able.

to bear it, ncither yet- now.are ye

able [because ‘they ‘were slill babes

in Christ]”.(I Cot. 3:1:2).

Again, Paul's correchon ghnough ,

out the whole book) did not consti-
‘He told the

from giving them any becayse lhey
simply couldn’t bear it.

Strong meat has to do with belng
skillful in.the Word of God! It has
to do with understanding the deeper
things of God. But these deep things

¢an only be understood when the

foundation is properly iaid. The

deeper understanding is then buil-
upon these axiomatic l‘undunenuh _

Should We Ilohy the |
Foundation? .

. Conpandy selaying the founda- :
tion is an cxercise in futility! The

.. Christian must once lay that foun-
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Hebrews 12:5-13. The Apostle Paul -
rebuked the Apostle Peter-in front of
the Syrian congregation {Gal. 2:11,
14]). We need. to maintain the

" proper balance. * !

" “But strong meat belongeth to

- - kS
them that are of full age, even those
who by reason:of use have ' their
senses. exercnse,d ‘to discern both

“then bmld on it— attammg real spnr- .
itual mammv

. ‘Granted, a little’ iaintenance

. work may be needed now and then, .

. but if the foundation has to be con-  geod and evil® (Heb. 5:14).

- ftantly rebuilt from “scratch,” " then mncn&d Christian -is- not : , o
- it probably was not built. nght m the ~ going to have gieat difficylty deter- , . How the Mature Cistian

* first place! . .  mining what'is evil and what is not. . .. Grows _ -

It is those who are-of “FuLL age™- He does not have'to be threatened Becoming a mature ®hristian is,
—-those who are spiritually mature - into’ obeying Christ. He does not  however, primarily a learning. pro-

o "and grown —'who need strong meat; have .to.be warned of the con- . cess. The mature Christian should

1, ;. Does it sectn sensible that a full- sequcn«.c} of sin. over and over  .grow in gracé and in kaowledge. He' ~ ..

R AT ‘grdwn, mature Christian would con- - again, ad nauseam.. - "should ptobe ever deeper and thrill

A1 707 o stantly need 1o be -corrected and ‘Rather; he- has been makmg to the revelation of the great mys-

- shouted at all the ume" ‘choices for'a long time. He knows - teries of God’s magmﬁccnt plan. He .
Absurd! ' : * and. recognizes. evil and godd Heis ~can become wise beyond normal. . '
“Let’s lay 1o rest thc, mylh that - .on thé. foad to. .eternal hfc — he human capaclty by. exercising ‘the’

-strong; meat- is to Be equated with = walks with-God. | . prm of God (Ps=:119:99-100). He! .

“Correction-“and - voice level. - Let's But this does-not mean thal cven_‘ ~ should strive to plumb the depths of

bury ‘the old nouons which. die so - -a mature’ 'Christian ‘will ‘not ‘occa-  the mysteries of God. The mature -

' }'hard ang press on tu greatcr thmg,s . sionally need: strong. correction ~ Christian _should build -dn ever-

dcepcr lhmgs : . - "both lrom God and lherpulpll (Sees deepcr rapport wuh his God — a

e -

Are you a college student or a
high school senior thinking about
college? Are you satisfied with
college or wondenng which col-
lege to attend? -Are you search-

Going to College?

Sandy, Texas; one at Bricket
Wood, England. lf you are pre-
sently surveying the “college

" scene and would like to know

more about Ambassador College

”
“ing ‘for a missing dimension in and how to apply, ‘\erte to the -
_your education? If so, you may Qffice of Admissions of one of
want to know about Ambassador. - the' campuses> Ask for the cur-
* At Ambassador College- stu~ rént college catalog and an appli- ‘.
dents learn the real purpose. of - cation for.undergraduate admigsion. = .
o human life, They learn to recap- For the -Pasadena campus . >.
e " ture true/v\aluee, lasting "values, ‘write to the Office of Admissions, K
. " values that make life truly happy, ~ Ambasdador College, West “
A v fulfiling and worthwhile, Ambas- Green Street, Pasadena, - Cali- R
Sy . sador College teaches students  fornia 91123. For the Texas cam-
o , how to live, not merely how to  pus write to the Office of -~
X2 K egrn a iving The empty void, so  Admissions, Ambasaador Col- a
v - often felt at other institutions, is  lege. Big Sandy, Texas 75755. . .
T filled at Ambassador College. " Fok the campus in England write . {
AWUEEEEEE  There are three Ambassador -" to'the Office of Admissions, Am- bR
RN College campuses: one in Pasy-  bassador College, Bricket Wood, .
. I dene, -C-Mornlc. om in Big St. Albene, Hom Enghnd
neoa
AT o ':. SR Ty, .’-';'11 A fritinls .ur:h.i.ﬂ W t«;_-'
'BM _ : . z
[ R P o .
m’ i ”.w
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closer and dqg{rrclationship with ‘ ' . ' L
. his heavenly FatRer ' e o R R LY
He should continue to search the : - . - - PSRN,
Scriptures and seek knowledge of i . /‘ - . -
e . ._je { ]
propgey. He shotild page back and ¥ - ‘ Editor’s Note:- by
ferth through ‘thé Maker's Instruc- l - ‘ o :
- “03 Bo:))k corrclating, comparing » The Good News magazine is  explaining foundational doctrines
an a pro; '1"5 i | %. sentto an audience comprised of  and teachi g. But those. who are-
¢ can look into the spiritua mir- ‘i’d many levels of biblical understand-  older in thY faith wilk also find -
r0f of the -Word of God and see % ing.Mostofyouarerelativelynew  many articles of a more profound
*more and more of himself and- re- L] . totheteachings of the Worldwide  nature. There will be. some in-
ceive correttion, “For if we would Y Churghof God. Yet there are thou-  struction, some exhortation and
Ji‘igc ourselves  [by rc'xdmg and - /[  sands of Church members who  correction, much encoumgement‘

have known of many of these
truths for some years.

We try to provnge a balanced
diet of “milk’* and " meat’"in the _
pages of The Good News. Future -

heeding the, admonitions in God’s
Word]. we’ sh()uld not be judged
_ legrrected,  chastened  directly by
. NGod]” (I Cor. 11:31). But if we will
. ’ -not receive  correction |, as - mature

and help -

" We hope to improve with each’
issue and we invite your com-
ments and suggestions. .

Thanks for readmg The Good *

W tain basi
(hmuans by thy rglauvcly gentle & ssues will gon ic articles News!
monitions of God’s Word, then . -, . - .
“ (mdjudgea (corrects or chastens) us RN ) e ed o A A
: . ~ :

o understand: Shoulgd we then con- LAYING AGAIN THE FQUNDA- Rather, he is talking about certain.
N unue to drmKk milk and consume , TION...” (Heb. 6:1). If Peter had attributes of Christian * character
, Pa blum? How would a grown adult ~ been saying “relay the foundation  which will aid the Christian in grow-
look wearing a diaper and with a again ‘and again,” he would have  ing in knowledge -- in building on
. baby bottle it his mouth? Yet this is been contradicting Paul. But God’s  that -foundation of basic doctrines.
. the manner in which som¢ suppos- " Word is not Sclf—wnlradi«.lory »One of the very things Peter was
. ! gdly mature Christians are coritént Peter was tdlkmg about some-  advocating was the addition of
to exist! In .their spiritual infancy thmg ¢lse and in a different context. knowledge.
.thg) amisunderstand the true mean- Peter was near the time when he s ’
mg ol the term * slmng meat.” would die. He was summing up what 7 Growing in l?nowlodgo )
S ‘ : he wanted the Church to adhere to It was the same Pater ‘Who said:
0 What Peter R“"{- s'fd and remember. He said: “Moreover  “But grow in grace. and in the
o Some- have used a statement [ will endeavour that ye may be able knowledge of our Lord and Saviour
. made by the Apostle Peter to justity | after ,my decease W have these  Jesus Christ” (I Pet. 3:18). And it
/e 1claymg the foundation over and things always in remembrance” was that very knowledge — con-
; over again, Let’s examine it and sce (Il Peter 1:15). cerniqg Christ — that Paul had said
A

4in a more direct manner so “that we )

should not be conde mned with the
world™ (verse 32).

* What humang being in any .one
lifetime could r*ly embrace all the

depth and breRith of the written -
Word ot God? Even the grcdlest
prophets of antiquity dbsired to look

* inty things Sf God that we can now

. “h.u it really says. .

thrcturc I will not be nggli-
gent®to put you always in rememm-

_brance of these tlamgs. though ye
“hnow them, and be esmhlnlu 'd i, the

present truth” (11 Pet. 1:12),

Was Peten here j'uaulym;, a con-
“stant rehash of” the “basics? Was he

saying thifSone should re-explaim
again_ and again the fundamental |
prmuplcs concerning baptism, Iuy-

ing on of hands, repentance. from

. dead works and other foundational

doctrines? Was he referring to the
same thing Paul had referred to in
the fifth and sixth chapters of the
book of Hebrews?

Remember,"Paul had told the He-

* brews to “go on unto perfection; Not )

* What are “thesc things” Peter is
1alk|ng about? All we have to do is
1o check the context and find out.
“And hbeside this, giving all dili-
gence, add to your faith virtue; and
to virtue knowlédge; and 10 knowl-
edge remperance; and to temperance
patience; and 10 patience godliness;
and to godliness brotherly kindness;
and to brotherly kindness charity
[love]. ¥or it these things be in you,

and abound, they make you that ye
" shall neither be barren nor. unfruit-
ful in the knowledge of our- Lord
Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh:
these things is,blind. and cannot see
afar off ...” (verses 5-9). .
" Peter is clearly nor talking about- -
the basic doctrines of Hebrews 6:].

he couldn't .get across to the He-
brews because they couldn't com-
prehend it yet!

And it was the same Peter who
- had stated that those who were “uin-
learned [uninstructed|” wrested and
twisted Paul’s wiiting (11 Pet. 3:15-16).
~ Peter was one of the Bible's great-
est advocates of growing in knowl-
edge. Peter did not wish Christians
to be merely rchashing the basics

krv‘ o cpp———— w-—-o—- A—— —— -
t»\ L
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o ﬁlle_d with encouragement to grow iii’
knowledge, 10 seek wisdom and ua- .

-28

i

- ‘over and over like children reciting *

. simple’ nursery - rhymes by rote

memory. Peter did not contradict-
Paul by encouraging a constant re» -

building of the foundational doc-

- trines — which every Christian

"should know and -be thorouohly
schotﬁed in.

It .is only they who themselves
refuse to study and grow in knowl-

edge who would twist Peter’s writing.
to mean that they should be spiri-

. tual sticks-in-the-mud!

““tain amount of spiritual maturity

_Those who have attainéd a cer-

have a nced for deeper and more
profound spiritual food than do
“babes” in Christ.They must probe
deeper into the mysteries of God’s
revelation and seek’ greater insights

" ifito His will. Butsthey must be care- .

“ful that they build this new- -found
- knowledge properly and correctly

- on_the basic fundamentals — lest

. ) _At_hcy be sidetracked into false doc-
J70 trines,

If all a mature Christian ever
‘hears and reads are the “basics,” he
.will soon stagnate in boredom. He
)Vlll perhiaps become contemptuous

of even those truths which once cre-

ated great joy and enthusiasm in his

life. He will lose his zeal for Chris-

- tianity! God has. built in each
human’ indwndual a need for
progress and growth. We crave ad-

. vancement. We' yearn for deeper
. things.

And God does not deny
them to us if wé wnll search, dlg and
“study!

Csit mlcllcuual vamly to want to
grow in one’s knowledge of the truth

‘— or anything for that matter? Is it

vain to desire more profound
prem.hmg and teachmg"
Not according 10 your Bible!
The Maker's Instruction ,Book is

i derstandmg

Seek Godly Wlldom

God instructs us to exalt wisdom

~ and it i turn will exalt us. We
should crave and desirc ncw and

" deeper understanding of God and

. His divine will>The prophets of old
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"“inquired and searched diligently

concerning the truths of God and

" His plan of salvation (I Peter 1:10-11).

“Ihe human mind is the pinacle

* of God’s physical creation. He does

not expect us to allow it to become a

" vestigial organ He does not expect

us to “check our minds at the door”
when we come into His C ht)rch
Rather,»we should learn to use our
minds more than ever! We are given
God's Hol; Spirit to enhancé’ the
function of our minds — to lead us
into all truth.

< God’s Spml Added to the spmt of

‘man which is in him, increases our
-capacity to understand and probe

dcopcr spiritual truths, We are then’
given great ability to evaluate.
worldly wisdom and place it in its’
correct perspective. We then realize
that worldly wisdom must be re-
placed with godly wisdom - now
lack of knowledge! “Let no man de-
ceive himself. If any man among
you scemeth to be wise in this
world, 1ét him become a fool, that
he may. be wise™ (1 Cor. 3:18). .

To negate the Word of God by

human philosophy is intellectual -

vanity. The philosophers of this
world often philosophize God out of
the pluurc This is why Paul
warned: “Beware lest any man spoil
you through philosophy and vain de-
ceit, afier the tradition of men, after
the rudiments of rhe world and not

) after Christ” (Col. 2:8).

Not that all the knowledge and
wisdom of the world is evil and
wrong. Even-the Apostle Paul bor-
rowed from the scholarship of this
world. He quoted Greek poets. Hey
borrowed trom lists of qualifications
for civic officials to trame the min-
imal prerequisites ‘for ordmdtlon
He was familiar with the cxlstmg
phnlosophy of his day. Paul was not _
ignorant of the Roman political ma-
chinery or the peoplc s love - which
he shared — for Olympié sports
events. Paul was well-informed and
educated. He was no crude fool. He
had studied at the feet of one of the
great scholars of his day ~ Gamaliel.

Paul was, without question, an in-

“ tellectual person — but he was not

‘decper things

constitute the

vainly so! He had a mind and he
was not ashamed of it or reluctant to

_usc it. The apostle probed and un-
" derstood ‘many of the deep lhmgs of

God.
Howcver he did not fall victim to

., the Athenian’ s problem of spending

all his time either telling or hearing

- -some thing (see Acts 17:21).
. Neither.should we. Bible study.

should not ‘be a constant exercise in

“discovering some new.: puky.'
piquant pomt .

The Holy s'p‘im'. Role

The world does-not generally un-
derstand what God is really doing -
here below. But the people of God
can come to understand some of the
the true strong
meat of God's Word - by means ol'
thc Huly Spml

. As it is written, Eye hath not
seen, nor ear heard. neithgr have
entered into the heart of man, the

" things which God hath prepared for

them that love him. But God hath .
revealed them unto us by his Spirit:
for the Spirit searcheth all things,
yea, the deep things. Qf(;od" { Cor.

2:9-10).

which
“strong meat”
God’s Word. It is the more
profound truths of God which com- |
pose the soljdouod of the Bible. Itis
these (hinmich those who are
spiritually more mature should sech.
God does not require” laying the
foundation of basic doctrines over
and over again, and never bullding
anything upon that foundation!

But once that foundation of basic
understanding is” built, it should
never be furgotten! It should never
be ser aside. It should occasionally
B reviewed dnd reenforced. It -
should always provide the basis tor
further growth and understandiig.

And yet it need not become an
obsession, a preoccupation. Once
laid, it should be built upon. The
Chnistian should go on to preater
understanding and spiritual matu
rity, not remain a “babe” forever.

Strong meat indeed belongs to
them that are of full age. o

It is these “deep thmgs

of




by Raymond F. McNair

_ THE
SECOND

. Comparatively few will be privileged to take

* part in the fust resurrection to immortality.

But untold billions will be surprised to
find themselves rising up in a resurmection
to mortality. Why would God resurrect
countless billions back to 'a mortal life?

a

.5

i ORMER Prime Minister Win-
F ston Churchill once-said be-
fore-the American Congress:
“He must indeed have a blind soul
who cannot see that some great pur-
pose and design is being worked out
here below....”
What is that purpose which the
" Creator is working out on this carth
among fere mortals?
; We have seen in previous articles
‘In‘this series that man’s only hope is
the resurrection. Also, we saw. bibli-
cal proof that man is mortal — not
immortal — and that he can only
receive immortality as a gift from
God By a resurrection “from the
" dead. ’

Furthermore, we saw that the

Bible clearly reveals there is to
be more than one resurrec-
tion. There is an orderly
plan whereby different
ones arc. to be resur-
rected at ditterent

times. “But every

man [will be

resurrected] Cin -

his own or-
der . .. "
. (I Cor.

15:23).

" There will be a proper “order” or
< succession of resurrections.

The true, faishful Christians will
be the first raised to life, and they
will be resurrected to immonalily at
the second coming ‘of Christ (see
I .Cor. 15:49-53; I Thes. 4:14-17).

Resurrection of the Unjust -

But what about all those who are
not resurrected at the second com-
ing of Jesus? Will they remain for-
ever dead, or will God also resurrect
them at a later date? And wil) they
be raised buck to life merely to be
flung into“the lake"of fire? ‘What
about all the unsaved* multitudes
reared under Communistic atheism,
who have no Bibles, gnd have never,
heard ‘the name of Christ or under-
stood the gospel? '

Some say these multitudes will
have a second chance. But have they
really ever had a first chance to
know Jesus Christ as Saviour?

Revelation 20:5 begins to give the
answer, “But the rest~of the dead .
lived not again until the thvusand
ycars were finished. This is the first

- resurrection.”

The expression “this is the first
resurrection” is parenthetical and

- .refers back to those in veérse four

who are raised ‘to immortality at
Christ’s comin to “become rulers
with'Him as kings and priests on the
carth during the millennium..
Many have made the mistake of
thinking there will be only one res-

2
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urrection — when both wicked and

N




. hghteous will rise in Judgmc‘t to be
cither rewarded-or pumshcd But °
- Revelation 20:5 plainly brands this
an crror. ‘As a matter of fact, no-
where does the Bible say that God
will resurrect all the dead in the
" same resurrection. C
'_ True, the Apostle Paul affirmed
“that there shall be a’resurrection of
“the ‘dead, both of ‘the ju.tl and un.
" Just” (Acts 24:15).
. And Jesus Christ said:
:the hour is coming, in the whlch all
~-that are in_the gravrs shall chear his »
* voice, and shall come forth, thcy
that haye done qu unto the-resur-
. rectiont of life [elgmal], -and they
- that have done, to the resur-
" rection of dampation [or, better
translaléd, -judgm {’ (John 5:28,

Thercforc ~nov thmkmg decply,
“Most Christians believe that onthe:
*last day of the world all ‘the- dead
will comre 1o life; They call th ’
Judgmemu Day “becanse God-will
judge everyone” ( World Book Eucy-
clopedia, 1972 edition

But let us not fall i

"mon error of assumlhg that Paul;

and ‘Christ meant the’ “Just“ and

“unjust” would be resurrccted at tllc

same time.

We have seen that the Apos(le
John wrote of a “fifst. resurrection”
.and a “second resurrection.” So
where does that leave us? .

Smcc.all the “just” or righiteous
dead are resurrected 'at the second
wming of Christ, leavipg the “‘un-
just” dead in their graves, are all
these unjust dead eternally lost —
without any hope of evér having an
oppurtugity to live again and obtain
immortality? C

A Ruurrocuon of Monnll

Are the unjust ones merely-to be
rcsurrcucd s0 God can fling them
into the lake of fire to be butned up?
What did ‘Christ mean When He said"
that “they that have done evil Twill

be resurrected], unto the resurrec-

tion of judgmem"? (John 5:29.)
"Who are the “unjust” ones men-

tioned by Paul in Acts 24:157 Are

those: who died in sin really fully

\

. yet to be brought back to a m‘_onal-'
» life 1o have their “first chance” to

GOOD NEWS Apdl 1974

accountable for their actions f their
“first life™? Haye. they ever had a’
chance for ctémal salvation? .~
Astoundmg as it may seem o
people who do not really know the
scriptural teaching regarding the
resurrections, ‘countless billions are ~

reccive salvation.
- Thipk for a moment. Could thc

untold billions who have hved‘ and

salvation? No! Many mdmd-

-uals hdve tived their entire hfeumcs

withoul ever seeing a Bible or even

‘-hcarmg the name of Jesus ‘Christ.

t

Are they ‘forever. doo ed, sxmpl

(‘onfi_._acianiéls, 1
g ol o

th}:l &ual knowledgé"

Or 15l pomblc that lhcy could
receive salvation through some
other person, or by a different way?
The Apostle Peter emphatically an-
swers: “Neither-is there salvationn
any other: Yor there is none other
naige under heaven given among
men, whucby we ‘must be saved"
(Acts 4:12). .iv

Human beings can only be saved
if and .when they learn of Jesus
Christ as their Saviour who died for

them, and then accept that supreme .

sacrifice in” payment for their per-
sonal sins.

-Christ said: “1 am the door: By me,

¥ any man enter in, he shail be

© suved, and shall go in and ou, and

find pasture” (John 10: 9) He madc
it abundanuly clear that dnyunc who
“entereth”not by the door [Christ]
into the sheepfold, but clinibeth up

Vol s

o

some oiher wqy, the-same is a thief

. and a robber” (verse ). .
' “door” * by which . -

There,is no other *
“we can’enter the ngaom pt' God.

Can You Have a s.o!md.

rcl'wneo? . o

Somcone will ask: “Do you incan
“to say that God will resuzrect men
_Back'to'a monal life, ynd give tbem
‘a second chance?” No, this is not

B " what the Bible teaches at all.’

_ Bt the scriptures plainly reveal -
that the time.

»ll raise the “u just’? dead - thosc
who throngh. no’ fault of their own -
* were deceived and never- under—
stood the -way of salvation -— and: :

willat ‘that time rcvcal His plan of g

: salvauon to them.” : S
- Don’t forget this bas:c truth s -

~“1mpossnble for God 'to lie™ (Heb. -

6:18). And “the scnpture cannot be
“broken™ (John- -10: 35);° lhereforc
~-whatever ‘God- promlses ll'l Hls
Word -He wilt do.” .7 =% =% A
" God’s. 'Word plamly says "Thc .
Lord is_not slack concerning _ his |
promlse. “as some’ men count slack-
ness;
ward, not willing that any should per-
“ish, but that all’ should c’om o re
pemance" (11 Pet. 3:9). - :
It is not God’s wiil that heathcn

" anintists, pagan idolators or other -

sincere people who may pracice a
false religiom, should perish. A lov-
ing. Creator wills that “all should
come to repentance” — in His oKn
time and way.

The Apostle Paul was also in-

_ spired to write that God our Saviour -

“will have afl “'men 10 be saved, and
to- come unto the knewlédge of the
truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). He then went on
to show that “there is one God, and
one mediator bhetween God and
men, the man Christ Jesus; who
gave himself a ransom for all, to be
testifibd in due time’ * (verses 5. 6).
It is God’s rebpon‘slbllny to grant °

A people the knowledge of the truth.

The vast majority who .have ever

lived and died were, through no
fault of their own, deprived of this
knowledge which could have made
salvation posslblc in their first life-

n

ming‘when God - "7

but is longsuffering to us~



: ous1y bellcvc that when onc dies in

time. It! hércforc becomes impera- -
“ tive thal God give them their first

5 real chance to hcar understand and

follow God's way:of salvation. But
how? By: ‘Faising them from the dead
to rénéwegd physncal life in a s:cond

3 fesurrection?” g T

: But mllhOl‘lS df (‘hnsuans"etronc-

o sin he-is lost forever Many fee) uri-.

- deéra burden’to ste that Christ is
: preachéd’ to- the heathen in Africa,

Asia and other parts of‘the earth =

bc«,ausc théy-think:that. if these pa-

 gans die in sin, they will miss out on
- salvation forever.

“One scripture of* quoted to prove
. “that a person whd.dies in sin is for-

'g . ever doomed is Ecclesiastes 11:3.

/

./ If the tree fall toward the south,

_or toward the north,” in the place
‘where the tree falleth, there it shall
be.”* This scripture, teferring in con-
Lex( 1o certain instructions Solomon
_was giving with regard to the i impor-

- tance of malung the most out of an

* uncertain and rclauvely short
. “humag- lifetime, - has nothing to do

* with any.resurrection. Soldmon docs
not.say that if one, through no fault

- of his:own, dies in sin, he will never :

have a chanoc 1o repent and recclvc
. salvauon ) *

What Ia Judgmom? :

) In. John 5: 29 Jesus- Chnst spokc
of “the resuyrection of damnation,”
Ncarly ‘all modern translations. cor-
-rectly ‘render this last word as
“judgment” rather than “damna-

- tion”

- But what docs it mean to be res-’

"+ urrected ‘1o ' judgment? Most. Chris-
tians % oefullysmisunderstand. They
think of * Judgmcnl as only a time
- when a sentence is passed — reward-
ing the ng,hteuus or condemning the

. guilty. But-that is a false concept.

. Notice - what the Apostle Peter
wrote: “For . the time ‘[beginning

- nearly 2,000 ycara ago] is come that

Judgment must begin at the house of
“God ... (I Pet. 4:17). What 'did he
mean? He did not mean just con-

" demnation had begun- at God's

-house, the Church.

" Rather he referred to the fact that |

e ey e s oy e o oo o cormions o

L}

-
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God is now‘/udgmg Chnsuans We -

* are now having our chance,.and we
will _hever have another. “How shall
we ‘escape, if . we neglect 30 great
salvation . .

They havé been’ deceived by . the
devil (Rev. 12:9). And it is God’s

‘responsibility to someday sec that

these deceived  billions become ‘iun-
deceived and are given® lheu chance
for salvation — for He } i
that any perish!

When Christ said

come forth in a_ res) rrection to ,

“judgment,” he* meant they. would

be raised up from their graves toa
time ‘when théy would l¢arn the

truth and hd' ,thenr .opportunity’ o

_ walk in’ iy Then ‘God will‘render a.:
;decmon = -a_verdict . for Cach oh’
;_thc. basm of how they do ;

I'Un;un Sodom R

Somc are amazcd to Iearh.that'

. 'lcsus made a number of culements

" | in which he said that the peoples of -
| . Sodom, Gomorrah, Tyrc

Nineveh and those hvmg in- Christ's
day will"all rise up in the judgment
together. Mercy will be shown to all,

but the Gentile cities will find their .

judgment period more bearable

. than.those who personally heard the

teachings of Jesus Christ and yed

. rejected Him and His gospel.

Christ solemnly aﬂ‘irmcd “Vcnly

- I say unto you, it shall be more tol-

erable for ‘the land of Sodom and

Gomorrah in the day of judgment, " |
_“than for that city [which rejected His
.‘tcachmgs]“ (Malt 10:15). g

To those cities who saw His mlri~
oles, Christ said: “But I say unto you

“Ipeople of Bethsaida and Chorazin],

It shall be more tolerable- for Tyre.
. and Sidon at the duy of judgment,
~ than for you” (Matt. 11421, 22)..

Then Jesus warned . Capernaum
that if the mighty works done by

'Hlm in that city had been done in-

—— e

v {Heb. 2:3.) See also .
-, Hebrews 6:4:6; 10:26-29. God holds
évery Christian slnctly accountable
“for his acuons, He is now Judging
every believer, accordmg io ‘His,
Word.-But the vast tajority of man- .
.kind, to this very- day, do not unders -
" stand or believe the truth of* Gad.-

Sidon,

o

e .-
i

Sodom Sodom \(muld have exnstcd "
to that very day: “But- | 'say unto -
you That it shall be mare tolcrablo
for the Iand of Sodom, in the day of -
Judgment, than for thee (verse 24),
.« Furtherniore, Christ made a slm-\-
ilar pronouncement reg:’:rdmg Nine-

. veh: “The men of Nineveh shall rise -

in:judgmient with this generation, and
shall condemn it: because they re- -
pented at- the preaching. of Jonas;
and, behold, a greater than Jonas is
herc" (Matt. 12:41). :

" Jesus then explained that “The’
‘queen of the south [Queen of:
‘Sheba) shall rise up in the judgment
-with this generation, and shall con-

g“dcmn,it;'*for shé came from the ut-

-termost parts. of the.carth to hear :-
the wisdom of Solomon; and, be- ..
hold, a greater than Solomon is
‘her "‘(vcrsc 42). = :

Y “What-did Jcsus mean" Just_this.
_The Qucen of Sheba, the' peoples of
Nmevch Tyre; Sidon, Sodom and
. Gomorrah will find repeniance: cas- °

.ier in_their“day of judgment” than
will thiose who. rejected . Chirist. and
HB 3ospcl mcssag¢ '

Roourroctod Iunl s
Judamom

Jcsua Chnst was: not prcachmg "
“new doctrine” when-He' spoke of -

the resurrection. of the pcoplcs of |

Sodom and Gomorrah.'It ‘was
clearly indicated, if the pcople ‘only '
- hiad eyes to see, in the 16th chaptcr :
“of the book of Ezekiel. i

- Much-of the chapter relates to the

p:oplc of Jerusalem (verse 2)..1t de-

tails their; dbommauons calling Sa-

“maria the ‘‘elder sistér of

Jerusalem, anid Sodom her “younger

. sister” (verse 46), Then God points
out that the sins the people of Jeru- "

salem “had committed were. more
abommublc than those of het sisters

- Sodom and Samaria. "

* Finally, Ezekiel prophesies of the
time .when the Sodomites, Samari-
tins and the people of Jerusalem
will all be brought up out of their
captivitp in death and w:ll hnally re-
ceive salvation.

“When I shail bring again - their-
mpumy. the captivity of Sodom and ’




her daughters, ,gh& the captivity of
Samaria and her daughters, then
will 1 bring again the captivity of
thy captives in the: midst of. them
(verse 53).

The peoples of Sodom and Go- -

morrah have been held captive in
. the’ grave for nearly four thousand
years. But through Christ’s death
and resurrection all of those held

captive in the grave will be released. -

) . When he [Christ] ascended
... up on_high {at His resurrection], he
led caprivity {dedth] captive ..
(Eph 4:8). Christ was held captlve
“in the grave for three days and
nights, but at His resurrection He

- “led captivity captive.” He will do

the same for all* mankind in" due

umc by resufrecung “all t.hat are in
" the graves.”
..« When God resurrecrs thc pcoplﬁ
of ancient Sodom,-Samaria and Je-
rusalem. thcy will “return to’ theu'

Ity bo ¥
(Euk 37 1- 10) “Thcn he .-.{God] 1

said’ unto’‘me, Son® of - man lhesc
- bones are the whole’ house of
_lsrael .

to come up out-of your graves, and,

N bring you “into- the land of Israel. .

And. ye shall know that I' am the
- Lord. “wheén. 1. huvc opened Your
gravea O my. pcople ‘and brought
. ,ypu up oyt of you( graves (Versa
SN Y BY &) R

Then God prdmlses £ will put

: “His Spirit in “them (glvmg them thie -

prerequisite. for salvation) and - will
place thcm in". their. “own land"
(versc 14)

‘Mercy . Upon AII

Even the Apoe.tlc Paul prophcsi(d

" of a coming resurrection for Lumal
‘Israel. ’

.. Paul wrote: "(md hdth not cast

away his people [Israel] which he
“foreknew™ (Rom. 11:2). '

_ -‘Behold, O my people. 1 |
Cwill open your graves; and cause you ‘|

_ GOOD NEWS mmaf"' ’

Paul explains that the majority of
Israel are spmtually blinded (verse.
7). And who is responsible? ..’
God hath given them the spirit of
slumber, eyes that they should not
see, and cars that they shouid not
hear...” (verse 8). Why? .

“For if the casting away-of them

_ be the reconciling of the world” — it

makes possible the salvation of the
Gentiles! — *“what shall the reoelv-

z TN

ing of them be, but: dife from the

dead”’ (Verse :15.) ‘Yes,: they.are to;

life by the God who loves lhem and
all humanity. -

Paul calls this a.. mystcry

" be raised from the dead and given ™

“that blindness in pari is happened"‘

to Israel] until the - fulness of: the:
Gentiles' be come ln And so all
Israel shall be saved
26).

(verscs 25

;- What Paul is saymg is stmply tlns:.-..
" God - has _determined 10 call -
rchoose only a limited. aumber, frot

' ~:_Israel in this age.. He is not tryingt
', save all Israel. now! -He therefor

" calls these: Ysraelites whom He'wills
[ b\_nt»allpws the rest g’ remai

‘ “Ppr as yc [Gcnulm] in ume& pgst '

have- not -believed God,- yct have '

. now obtained mercy’ thmugh, their,

[lsracls] unbelief: - Even - so haye

these [unbehcvmg - Israelites]. -also |

. now not. believed, that lhraugh your' )"

miercy’ they alsa muy obuain mercy. -

' For God hath-conciuded them all -
* unbelief, that he mjght have mercy,
. upon all® (vcrscs 30-32)

When - the Aposue Paul undcr~ .

master  plan, he was filled with

_ praise: O the, depth of the’ riches
~ both of the wtadom and knowledge .

of ‘God! how unsearchable. are his

* judgments,; and his ways past ﬁndmg.

out!” (Verse %l) B

“God-is not ying’
whole world ‘now! Rather, He has
allowed Satah W deceive the wmld_
with his false lt.m.hmg (Rev. 12: 9)
He must-prove to Satan and. to man

- that Satan’s .way pruduucs bad re-
. sults! .

1 stood- the, mystery of° God's great |

10 save !hc,.

Grht Whito Throm )

Just what is thc Great Whlte-;
Throne Judgment? “The resurrec- . -
-tion of the righteous will take place .
"at. the coming of: Christ. (I Thes.
4:13-18; 1 Cor. 15:53), [the: resurrec-
‘tion} of the .unsaved at.the: .Greal;
White Throne Judgment after. the
_Kingdom.Age (Rev. 20:11-15).""
"(Unger’s Bible Dwuona'ry,» 1966 ed
amcle “Rsurrcct:on ") :

.God is grcat,_mcrcnf

L willing that anyshould, perish,_
wills that all come to the knowlcdgc

" of the truth and to true repentance.
~But He knows it is better that most;
_people come to this knowledge of -

“the truth in a better world than ours:
That is why.. these people” will be
ratsed up in the secondresurrecti
—a rcsun'ectlon\to a‘monal ﬂeshly, '
~earthly; exlstence : e

dead, :small and grca
God'..." (Rev.-20: 1}, I2)

“Thc books: [Grqck -bi
books or Bible] were'opened™(verse
12). Th:s means that those raised up
sat that tnmc have th?: books o

“ihe Bible opened 10 their knigwledge: - 20
i and .understanding, And’ alsgithe . ..
* “book of life” will be opcn so‘their: -
names can be’ written! in. it When, .’

cach rcpents of his’ sms, aecepts.

Chnst as personal Suvnonr and're-

ceives God's Holy Spirit.

“ Then they will be judged “accord- o

Vg 1o their, works™ (vers - .
- Thus we see the-“rest of thc dead" B
ralsed to life, stam.lmg bcfore Godto
“be judgcd -~ .but not tu. be con- .
. demned,. as s many falscly assume.
God' will then judge those “unjusy”
dead, who are at that time raised to
life, just #s He now ‘judges: His.own -

‘house - Hlb Church (I Pet. 4 m. -
“The bouk of life will be ‘opencd so
“they can all receive ctcmal hfc n‘_ L
they will! . :

~ How- lhnllmg to understand -
God's master _plan which He s 7
working out here bclow amung mor-;

tal men. . o




" meekness, ‘
‘such lhcrc is, no. law" (Gal: 5: 22

(Cormnued Jfrom page 8)

Jeremiah had “earfier cried out:
O Lord, 1 know that the. way of
man is not in himself: it is nor in
man that walketh to direct his steps™
(Jer. 10:23).

While there is a spmlual es-
.sence” (Job 32:8; Heb. 12:23) in

man’s brain which makes it “mind”

and not just. physical ‘brain — man’s

mind is carnal in the sense of being -

materially oriented, physically di-
rected, -sensual, *‘havmg no
Spirit™ (Jude 19). "o

The Holy- Spirl(

" The “missing dimension”’ in gov-
ernment is God's Holy Spirit! It is -
only through repentance (see-Acts:
2:38) and receiving the Spirit of God-

- that perfect governmem can ever be -

) poss:blc

. No wonder human govemmenls,

+ utterly cut oﬂ' from God and dis-

- playing the’ very epntomlzatlon of ...

_avarice, cunning,” suspicion, jeal-

ousy, hatred, greed. ambition; self-

‘ishness and vanity - are doomed :to
Jailure before they start!- o

God’s Holy Spirit, both within lhc\ '

" gave'ned and. those doing the-gov-
.. erning, -would- replace all the -base
human ¢motions with God's Spiri-
tudl qualities. “But the fruit of the,

bpml» love, joy. peace, longsuﬂ'en-."

ing. -gentlenes., . goodnegss, faith,

lCmpCl’dl’lCC agamst

23).-

Believe it.or riot; God has a repre
sentative form of govemment on.this~
- earth today!-But it'is not @' govern-- .
~mient of or by man. It is the govern--

Cmient of God, lhmugh His: Spirit
- Fhat government, while niot now in
Aany_ position- of..authority ‘the_ gov-

’ ‘erned do not voluntartly and .spectﬂ .

eally lallow,”is God's : govcrnmenl

and in_and lhlough human agencies,
~“led-of His Holy Spirit, is constiuted . .
- for purlmmmg a great purpose on -
- thix “earth — and .doing the very "

Woik-of the. Holy Spirit.

“desus Christ'institutéd it; He ong-

inated it He called and trained, per-
*sonally, its very first leaders, And He
never l"or an instant quit ruling over

" hu
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them, just as He has never quit phl-"
ing over that group (which is His"
Church) all down through history! -

Jesus absolutely guaranteed that

JHis. Church — the' Body of "Christ

(Eph. 1:22, 23) — would continue
unabated throughout all ages. He
would never abandon-it or let it die!

Jesus- had promised: “..¢ I am
with you alway(s], even unto the end

of the world [age" (Maut. 28:20). -

The Apostle Paul later reminded the

- Hebrews of this ironclad, absolutely ;
“binding guarantee: ..
" [Christ] hath said; / wtll never leave -

thee, nor forsake thee” (Heb 13 5)

A Giant Commission .- -!7‘ -

- Jesus entrusted His Church™~ the -
little flock (Luke 12: 32) — with a -
giant commission, cspccmlly ngwin . _.
“today.
. The .New Testament is: llterally T
. repletc with scriptures about who is

the latter part of this super-complex.

fast- ~moving 20th century. .
" Iis to preach and proclaim the'

gospcl of the Kingdom of God = ds

-a warning and-.a witness — 0’ thls
* “sin-sick -and dymg -world;- ~just pnor
“to the end of this. cHaotic’ ~age.~lt
s to. announce - the’ ushcrmg in_of
.a few era-in man’s: govemmenfal
_‘experience — the wondelful world t

S morrow ~ God s rule on’th
eaith. - :

ment -

scnublc Iogu.' R

Church Govcmmom and
o the Gonpcl

Wouldn't it seem a little odd for:
God’s chosen human agents to.pro- ..,

claim a gospel of rulership, of

" "government,'of laws, of law enforce.- ..

ment, of rule “with a rod ofiron™;

and-then have no governmental rule ™
but near anarchy in His true Church - ,
" today? Doesn't make any sensc..

does- i?,

.- No, the gmpgl u)uld nut be
- sounded abroad through the tength °
.and- breadth of this ‘entire earth

- — the Holy. Bible -

~."‘ you lmagme God usmg.t:"

instruments W’ perform such
a gigantic task withou( -any. govern:.. -
- or a wedk, 1oosely organized
conglomcrauon of individudls seem-’
“ingly - going in  all different direq-
tions? Of course not! Thdl would be '_'
utterly. ridiculous, and oomrary to all, L

without. cflective government. And
God does nor want His gospel trum-

. peted aropnd - this globe ‘with a

weak, “uncertain sound" ( Cor .

- 14:8).

The Work of God' today is"a

‘globe-girdling, worldwide enterprise .

with .offices dotting™ every -hemi-

" 'sphere ‘and every continent. Such a

large organization made up of thou-
sands of employes around the world

.demands ‘a well-organized, vmble.
#flexible . ‘governmental '
For he ™

functlomng llke_a ‘wells

. machine. -

Churethovnrnnnont- .

_ inGod's Word
-~ God amiply provided iii His:Word
e very ;basis'
for: governmcm in Hls Church

reinstatemnent, and myriads of other

'govemmental pnncnplu extant in

His tru¢ "Church today.’
‘The“compleéte” plcuu‘e of Awhy

God's government-is. so necessafy in

the Church; whiat it'is like; and’ what'

‘are its basic pnncxplcs and concepts
is too’ lcnglhy and requires far too

much’ in-depth’ expounding of ‘the

- many dozens of scriptures to do the .

subject -justice in tlus mtroductory-

. article.

So be. surc lo rend thc ncxt mstall-

- ment in: thxs series about Church
" .govcmmem and how God's ruje, .
~‘with Christ at the head (Eph. .5:23),

" is found in His true Church today.

‘Did Christ institute Church orga-

,mzauon" How? Why? Find out in -
a sdon wmmg issug. <o 0N

_ CORRECTION
Wae. gooledl On page 15 of the-
’ Nuvemb.l GN. last paragraph, thlrd
column it should read:
“In Seplumber of 1960, Dr. Ernest =4
- "L. Martin, then Dean of the Faculty,
. Ambassador College, Bricket Wood,
mtroduced Mr. Armationg tu the pos :
sibility of invalving the College in an
-archeeologicsl nxcnv-uon in llrul
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'-Over 200 pages of exciting phutuglaphs I thns brand new

. 1974 Ambassador College yearbook The Envuy 18 a pictorial

-, attend the Fyli

__recard of history in the making You'can treasure .t through
' "the years and see the way 1t was at Ambassador 1973197
""When you order your copy hers i5 what you will’ re(.ewe i
_Full-color portraits of Herbert W. Armstrong and Gar- .
. ner Ted Arngtrong with othm ueleued fuII colorw' n
. :_p’eces - a
- @ Portrais of fac ity mumhms ‘and admmmrnou
<7 from all three Ambussacur. College. campuses .
@ . Numerous phiotoyr aphs rugn hghtlng the new Aiidito- -

. num ‘“

® . Portaits of entie :m%ienl budy

Dozena and dozens of eaint
“dents living the abundant Iite N"()ugh ¢ Iaases loual |cuvmn
sports and just plain tun -
T Y6u can vasly raser vy your Cpisniow 8nd ‘nsuie, mceuvmg )
your Envoy betore the «s-.p;»%fm vut. Plsase use ‘coupon
© provided in this wsstie ot 1he  Newsy fnll in your name andg’ '
. address with number ot Lupu,q-, -squested . Mail coupon with
. your chack ot $10 ¢ G b eac h iuny to The Envgy, Box 111, .-
Peasadens . Calift 1123 PS i youre tarmidy has been saving to -
):hvul you may hnance your Envoy from
thuse savings -Howe ér ,m. Choose Lo p.y tor yOur Envoy 4
piuuse do order it uy almu as poambm B B
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