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human bemgs (three bnlllon, six w mll-
usand) on carth today. Bit.of that -

ﬁ of ' yGodhasmourumcuptom

called and putinto His Church-oNLY some 50,000
tized members. The other- 3,600,000,000 will all
called later — most not_even in.this age. Thcy could:not - ¥
“come to Chnst and. be put 1qto  the Church Now, even’ if.
they tried! - T :
- Then why were' your callcd now; before the tlme7 :
* Jesus sdid plainly::*No-man can’come to me, ex-
cept the Father which hath sent me draw him™ (John
6: 44). And, oomparanvely speaking, God .

: MEANING of the: Fcasl of Fus(frults = Pcntecost" How
.- many of us have becomé unmindful of ‘the purposef for.
which the Father did draw us and put us in His Church ..

’ NOW: — ahcad of ume o bcfore the .other. lhree bnlho

1 you. real Iy mmdful of His pu,m. __
_m you really Iulflllmg it? ZR .

posc.and assume we were .called and put into, God's
Chuich only to GET our personal salvation — and-19. :
_ENjOY the fellowship and social life of our local church?
WHY does God .deny the other 3,600,000,000 pcupk
that blessing Now? For, except the Father draw (hcm
none could come to Christ! He said so!-
* Most- people in the “Christian workd" suppou
Christ came to “save the world,” to start 4 “Soul-
- winning” crusade. They assume the apostles and their
successors started the program of trying to convert the
whole world. They believe this is the “day of saivation” J-
~and the ONLY time or age in which humanity may. h N .
“sav
Thcy misconstruc the following: “For he saith; |
have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of
. salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the
pecepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation™
(I Cor. 6:2). Many insist i¢ says now “is rue day of -
_ salvation” — and they comstrue it to mean the ONLY
time whap God is lryil‘ to convert and “save” the
“world.
But that vene is quoted from Is.uah«w 8. where it
says “A paY™ — not “the day.”
The elcventh chapter of Romans makes the truth
., Plain. Somec had been saying God had cast away His
people. Isracl. The Apostie Paul denies this. He genvinds
thetn of how Elijah. had thought he alope rcmamcd
faithful to God and all others had been cast away. God
had reminded Elijah that He had reserved seven thou-
_ sand that had not knelt before Baal. Even so, says Paul,
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there was in the mld-flrst ccntury a-
: oomparatlvely small remnant that |
had received ‘God's grace —'a very
small miiiority gompared to ‘many

uu.uons And all the rest (verse 7);_
-were blinded! God blinded them so

that ‘they ‘could not see ‘or com- 1. .
| ning:verse- 31, shows Christ commg\

~as King of kings t6 RULE the world
~and to offer salvation’ l_pd eterml " throl

prehcnd God’s truth.

Then Paul compares lmci to. the.':

olwe tree The people of lsm

P
begotten . peoplc only — nt is Splrlt-
begotten-Israell = .

Now" Temcmber, the ‘pecples of |-

western’ Europc and ‘the. English-
speaking pcoples are the descen-
dants of the so-called “Lost Ten’
Tribes” of Israel. Most are spiritu-
-ally “blinded” so that they cannot
see the way to salvatiom. Paul was
writing to only those converted and
in the Church at Corinth in the mid-

first century. We know, however,

that after the first century ot many
Gentiles "received redl conversion
and the Spirit of God. A false
*“Christianity™ — deceived by Satan

- rose up which kept almost all the -

Wc_stpi
ceived. )
This passage continues to show
that those blinded to saving truth
were to remain blinded untTu. there
" should come “the DEIIVERER™
Christ at His second coming to rule
the whole earth. Then, “all Isracl
shall be saved.” WHEN? At and aftcr
Christ’s coming in all power and

glory!

n world blinded and de-

A4:

'25:33-34:

; WHEN SQMtlon thnd
o to Whole

hfe 10, all the. woxld

otrefelv'ry:gtosﬁ'

alrcady_‘. conye

togéther with
meet the Lord ™ in. the alr

(1 Thess. 4 l6~l7L Thus we,’ con-
verted now BEFORE the time, shall
have been changed from mortal to
_immortal; meeting- Christ in the air *
as He descends — BEFORE His, feet
stand on'the Mount of Ohves (Auts

1:11-12; Zech. 14:4) —and BBFORE

He sits on Dayid's throne which
then: becomes Christ’s throne in Je-
- rusalem.
“ Now," continuing in Matthew
*“And he- shall set _the
sheep on his right hand, but the
goats. on_the left. Then shall the
King say unto them on His right
hand, Come; ye blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
pared for you from the foundation
of the world.” =~

So it is.after Christ’s return to
carth, and in thc thousand-year -

| reign with Him, that He will set His

hand (0 SAVE THE WORLD!

~

en in the clouds w By

Noucc next lsamh

' throngh 5. show Christ as !he ngh

_teous. Ruler \d.. Judge Verses .6
Now notice what will happen”_f and. Ju ge. ers

- WHEN “the Deliverer” > Christ —. .
~comes 10 “tutn away ungodliness

’ ﬁ"’m Jaoob.” ‘Matthew 25, -begin- | ‘peds . are /full . of -water. Verse 10

. shows the, Genitile. nations: scekmg.":.,
-Christ -and: salviation. Verses M.

through 9 ‘show - the wild. -animals’®

“tamed, - and the ecarth as’full of

Christ's” knowledge as the ‘ocean ..

' Spnr'uual Harvesr =€

His hand to offer salvation to “the, B

-whole world. The final holy day pic--

tares the Great White Throne Judg- -
ment\~ the resurrection of all to
whom salvation had not been of-.

" fered, and their time of salvation or .

<

rejection of it.
The Bible teaches that lhls now 15'

] SATAN s world - that Satan has pE-

CEWVED- all nations; that he has de-
ceived them inte accepting him ‘ay -
their GOD — being blinded as to the: -
true Christ and His gospel.

Not Just Another Church

Brethren, do we not find oursclves
taking for granted that the churches’

1. in what is called “Christianity™ are

also God's churches -,that we are
just another of the many denomina-
tions, the only difference being that
we hold to some different doctrines?

B L S R




That is"si ply no truo' ‘We -in -

. Gop's Church are not jiist one of all .

- these churches “They are of this

- world. _They do not_have, or know, -
or proclmm Chnsts gospel — the
message God sent ‘to the world By

* CHRIST, as . the 'MESSENGER. Of
course, Satan’ coumegfem the goopel

" God’s ‘truth: ‘He ‘lets his
churches have a httle truth. But they -
are Dacmven and OF this world.

\

- now, in lhns very end’ tnmc )ust bc—
-* fare the comnngof Christ in power
and glory, we need to realize what
- actually happéned © the’ gospel af-
ter the first cedtury. . «
i ‘Malach{ prophesied Jesus would
come as a MESSENGER, with a MEs-
SAGE from God, whicli He was to
announce (Mal. 3:1). He was.to
‘ come as “thg messenger of the cov-
i ENANT.” Jesus came as the Messen-
ger of the NEw Covenant.
The "0ld Covenant™ was made at
Mt. Sinai between God and ancient
« Israel’It was a MARRIAGY covenant,
and it maide Israel God's wife. It
also established ‘Israel as a xiINGDOM
~ one of earth’s natiohs.
Likewise. the n¢w Covenant, with
Christ as Mediator (a5 Moses was of
~ the Old), will he a MARRIAGE wv-
enant, establishing Spirit-begotten
Isracl as Christ’s Spirit-BORN wife. '
And it also will establish the “wire”
as the KinGpom o¥ Gop upon
carth. That MARRIAGE -will produce

v

** Spirit-born children. That is wieN,

and by what process,. God- will set
out to sAVE the whole world: Satan’

.will be GONE! Christ, WITH fhe
Church, .then. will - compose .-the

Kmooou oF-Gop aad will -be rul-
ing all muons! And. szwma‘rmau'

~:(See Manhew 25 31-34)

Thov HATT ﬂn ﬁo‘pol

mhns pvemﬁcnti

" The unssms‘ God sent by Chmt

Jesus \vas senHo

: d ' .mlgle

6ne 0. be’ convened. He merely an-~

‘nounced-:the . GOOD “NEWS . of . the
Kingdoni of God: and He left i to -
- people to decide whether to believe
- it and_whether. to act onit. He did
“not ‘come THEN (0 CONVERT the
world! He did not sfart a “soul-
saving" crusade — the _Protestants
did! He came 10 ANNOUNCE the
GOsPEL. - the Goop NEws of His
coming KiNGDOM!

But people hated His message.
M.my\ BELIEVED on Him — realized
“and BELIEVED He was the Messiah.
_ But. they did not believe His mes-
~.sage - His gospel! - =~

Notice. in the eighth chapter ul
John:

) Jesus was speakmg in lhe Temple
at Jerusalem. “As he spake these
words, many believed on him. Then
said Jesus to those Jews which be-
lieved on him; If ye continue in my
word [iF you believe my, niessage '
and act on it - live by it]. then are
* ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall
know the truth. and.the truth shall
make you free” (verses 30-32).

i - o o

_and. performmg many astoundmg

:,-lmncles ‘healirig the uck.and cast- -

. .,.] -ing .out: demons. The ‘people’ were
e grcatly ‘moved. They. believed and

the’ “*‘Peter™
: Babyluman Myslery religion.’

“This angered thosé “whq BE-
LIEVED ON-him.” They hotly: denied

_they were not. free. They were Abra-

-ham’s déscendants!-

“lknow,” amwaedM"thatyem -

Abraham’s seed; but ye'seek to kill
me, because my word. [the. gospel]
hath no place in, you" (verse ..

It 'was that message — that Gos- -

PEL — which’ caused -thase to whom .

Jesus came. lo-cry out for Hié cruci-*

‘were bapuzed Among -them was™

Snmon the:sorcerer; ‘who,-Had -de- "

ceived the people with his sorccry.
He was’ their “spiritual leader™ —
(pater, fathcr) in the

Seven hundred years before
‘Christ, when the peoplé of the
northern Kingdom of Israel had -
been- mo to Assyria, Gentiles
from, Babylon had been moved into
the land of Samaria, north of Jeru-

salem (I1 Kings’17:18. 23, 24). These *'

were the Gentiles which the Jews of
Christ’s day called “dogs.”

‘This Simon, known in history as
Simon Magus, saw his people start-

- ivg to leave his Babylonian Mystcry

religion, which he had kepl alive.-

 Philip’s miracles were REAL, and'by

hundreds people were believing and
being baptized. Simon offered Peter
and John money, trying to bribe
them to conter on him the power to
cause. people to receive God’s Holy
Spirit by laying oii-his hands.
" Peter told him' sharply that he was

“in the bond of iniquity.” That is,
bownd by the* grip of la:ylusncss -
hostile to God’s law, ™™

Simon had managed to have him-




self: bap
,,v--'and hundreds. He knew that all pa-
gan relnglons ‘were controlled by

- kmgs or: hcads of 'state. Thenr rebi-- |
* -gions:were- -used to-hold-a oyer .

the peoplc ‘and 16 keep th€ rulers in -
power :Whoever controlled the reli-

gionin'a country ‘alse controlled the

: govemment
Simon-saw in’ Christ an opponu-
-ty -t head up a umvnm rcl|~'

. ~umvaxs.u. rehgnon‘ that .
: “sweep mto all oountnes. He had to

-_1:God This opposmon is’ menunncd
"in’ Paul’s cpistles, in’ John's episles,’

in Peter's cplstlel, and in Jlmél Illd
_in Revelauon g TRl

Tho "Lon Contury
By the end of the first cemury.
‘come™to a gap in the hlstory of thc
"“Church. IUs like a curtain had been’
rung down on that stage of hlsloryv,.
When that curtain lifts; a hundred™

_years later,” we sec a “'Christian -

_church” professing Christ, adminis-
tering grace, but.otherwise almost -

the very antithesis of the Church of .

Christ's apostles a hundrcd yom
beforé.
. The Kingdom of God had been”
chunged to become the church The .
pugan day of the sun had displaced
Giod’s Sabbath. The Sabbath was
called: “Jewish.” “and persecution
against things “Jewish” was a
weapon used to supplant most of

Chnst rs teachmgs wit

“nian- Myslery rehgno »
. “Christianity.” "~ ' :
In the twelfth’ dnpwr of Rcvehhon,
~we.'find a desmpuon of’ the true’
,‘Chumh of God'—~ pcrsecuted, small
"1t 1s persecuted by Satan the devil, -
- whois the "godof this world™ (11 Cor“ .
“4:4) and of the new’ false "Chnmln-
ity In the, sevemeemh chaptex 0
EERcvelauon, we ﬁnd thu Babyloman

] on’ through‘evcry 3enefnuoo; butits .
i leachmyhud to: bc secret: —-'under

Who'u WE'Como‘ In-.

tome i my name. saying,
“Chiist,
. many"(versey 4, )

_In.the pwoul chapter of the! ‘en-

s i VNew Testament; Matthew 24, it"

is recorded that Jésus had been lell-

.| “ing'His disciples that the Temple,at

“Jerusalom would be torn down. Abso ;.
*| He had told them of His coming in
3 'poWer and, 5Ioty ] rule _Then, on

“asked: pnvately “Teli ua, when shall *
-these things be? and what. shall be
- the sign of thy coming, and-of lhe
2end of the world 1nng" (Verse'}.):

- Jesus did not:give them the sigri
of His coming ahd the £ND of this.
present world right away First He

~warned them- “Take heed that no

man deceive you For many shall
I am’
-and  shall deceive
- Thut happened They clamed to
be the munisters of Jesus Chnst,
They said Jesus was the Christ.

They preached Christ (the Messen-

'oenvo:d the. umv - the un.uou

and hundreds of mllhons! :
 Finally, in verse: 14, He gave them
thc sign by. which we were to. know *
- the time of the end of tlns age-and
":Christ’s’imminent ‘coming to estab-

lish the Kingdom ‘of God' i’ niear. *
‘And. his:gospel of the kingdom . '

shnl[ 'ruchcd n all the world

P
“fora w:tness unto all- nauom. lnd

-:then, shall the: endobmc.“ Nouce
not’w convert: all ] uom. Ju;t for.

Gt_np-l nor Procllimod &
:18‘/: comurlu i

pel- .
about Hu ‘PERSON (and,mchm;

. DIFFERENT Jesus at that!).— the end

time proclaiming of:the true gospel -
.of the Kingdom could not be a sign j

‘by: whnch you may koow Hia comn;

”to ‘the 'world’ umunow'

Nouce bneﬂy ‘Galatians 1.6-9 S

_This [alw gospel was already, when

Plul wrote: 1o- the: Galatians; ‘being.
preached: “I-marvel that ye ase 50 -
5000 temoved from him that called .
you into the grace of Christ unto
. another gospel . . but there be some
that trouble you, and would pervert’
. the gospel of Christ.” Then he pro-
“nounced a double ¢ curse on any.who
“dared to proclaint dlﬂcrem gmpcl

A Dm.romiocpd

e

"sorcerer’s lollowers] preacheth an

© Consider ‘with that unpturc ap-
other lrom {1 Cornnthuans 1) 2. 4
Paul wrote the Coninthtsny  who
were alrcady listeming to this £aLse
gospel 1 am jealous over viu with
godly jealousy CBut | Year lest
by any mcans, as the serpent be
gutled Lve through his subuity, so
your .munds  should "be corrupted
Foraf he that cometh [Simon the

other Jevus, whom we hive not
preached. or if ye icueive anorher




. CONHIRM Hu tesurrecthion

0000 wows e i

4

" spirit, whnch ye have not neecwed or
1 ANOTHER GQSPHL, whlch ye luve not
© . las ygt) acoepted .. "
% “Who- were ihue fnlse ptuchcrt
R with “ANOTHER GOsPEL™
C+" Verses 13-15: “For such are f.xht
"~ apostles, degeitful wotkeu trans- -

; - forming themselves into [claiming to
*-be] the apostles of Christ. And 6o

marvel; for-Satan himself is trans-
formed into “an: angel of light.
" ‘Therefore i{is 'no; great thm‘ if his *

ministers [Satan’s’ ministers posing
A : ~nlso‘bo transformed as

md-u-hnlfy; Aner His fesurrec:
tiori they were with Him forty day:

At | 1 1) 10 bwome BYEWITNBSSES |
of lhc I.Au of His uuuulu TION Ay

~ they anuvunced the ngdom of

-God. they: also ‘put _great, emphasin”

on heing. FYEWIENESSES that Chnist
ROSE (1oni the dead

In urder lor them-— TwELVE men

< adony )ILIC JURY 0 unanimously

orm thiy massion, -God® specially
ealled amd sansed up His Curegeof-
that period «af time to BACK THEM

suppart tham financially
theni' by feivent prAYeRs, But they
were an inhuntesimal uny fraciion of
all "huniamty ! AL tist the Church
mishroogicd gwwlh éAus s:14;
6 1. cte ) But m Acts 7 .we find the
perscattion starting In Acts 8 1t s
reconded “that the persécution in-.

su ppnr!

" tensthed and wattered the members

of the ¢hurch” Acts 8 also records
the Ladts about Simon the sorcerer. o
Hefore the end of the tirsg c.cnlury\
the. persecution had -reduced the
true Church. Many ‘members had
gone out of the true Church by the
nincties A.D. (I John 2:19.) John
was warning the brethren against
the false ministers (I John 2:4;
11 John 7, 10, etc.). Soon the filse

- KINGDOM ar
“trained spiritua

<o per-

Tty e

-.\-caunlerfen clum:h ;r«uy oul-
_numbered them. -

* Then, came the “Lost C‘emury in

‘Church histoty. The: firstcentury

commissidn had beea carried out.

‘The great false “Christianity” grew

great and strong physically agd po-

“lirically — but not spirituslly ~ ilntil
it became the largest rdlglon. in

numbgLor adherents, in the worid.
Through “this: 18% centuries,

_ God's true Church umod much of..
the time very sMaALL, uupoaem .
teaching and even meeting secretly, -
‘and unable to pfochim the gospel:

Tof the. Kingdom of God 10 the':

',_.wotld .

Oge purpose of the Clmmh one

- ‘reason God did draw some to0 Christ
_="Was 1o boget a certain number by -
_the Holy - Spirit- that ".they might -

. GROW ‘spiritually n grace and the

’KNOWLBDOI of “Chrug; *that they""
‘may be resurrected- into ‘God's: |-

‘coming of Christ .
and’ dcvcloped in
spinitual characier and knowledge 1o ' |

rulethe, world nndet Ch‘ml when

He comes,

past FORTY’ YBARS™

V'lherc has come u'iracm. ‘PURPOSE

4 SPECIA.I. TIEMENDOUS COMMIS-

"SION to be “carried out — which

toda§ 15 the principal feason- why’
God has greatly increased the num-

‘ber called over that of the immedi-

alely preceding years. :
Notice carcfully! It is important
that you understand!

God s Church Todly

Now we conie down to ousselves
in God's Chuich today.

.In the autumn of 1926 God called
me.. For sixteen years 1 had béen
specially prepared for it; I was chal-
lenged into intensive study and re-
search into the Bible. I was

- astonished - shocked — to see that

the “Christianity” I had been
brought up in was almost the anti-
thesis of the Christianity of Christ
and His apostles. Against my will, as .
it had been at the time, I had o
acknowledge I had been wrong

1 about God’s Sabbath.

That was the h;hmuorlum-'f'
ing God's truth. It was Jike a sudden. -
awakeaing W & whole new world. | -

My complete surrender 10 God, His -
law, His Word, His will changed my
whole life. | was baptized and re-
csived God's. HolyGSpirit. It was &
_total new awakehing ~ & ngw life.
Now for the firet tims God opened
my mind (0 understand the Bible.

life. Myconvemon wuinthespnng -
“of 1927. Jn )931 1'was ordained by °
the Oregon - Confcrnce ‘of the
Church_of: God. “After. many tests :

version, God "chasé- e as’ Hisin-
_ strumént to raise up the present era .
.of His Church:t0: prodnm Hiz gos- -
-pel af the’ Km;dom of 'Gad. to0_the

'_“Hc was, w pul in” Hu Church

.- The. ENDATIME‘.
. N ELUR ‘5! !I“' N
; This proved 10 be the start of the
ulfliment of the prophecy of Mat-
thew 24:14.
" But the gospel was, ot to go to all
the world, right away. First, radio
. opened in the smallcst way at the
‘start. The first week in January
1934, the true gospel — the King-
dom of God — went out to reach .
perhaps a few thousand people in
the northwest corner of the United
Statcs — in Lanc County, Oregon.
The Plain Truth started February 1,
1934 with the'very smallest circula-
" tion - just a few hyndred copies. By
" late 1942, we were reaching a_scat-
tered national group of listeners and
readers.- Not important national
leaders — all just the.“grass-roots”
L\ common people,

Gradually Jesus Christ, the living
HEAD of this Work, called more and
more of you brethren as co-workers
with Him and with me in _proclaim-
ing this coob News of Christ’s gos-
pel of the Kingdom. The Work, on
radio and by the printing press,
grew. It spread to reach many MiL-
LIONS over the United States, Can-
ada, and Australia. Still God W

was impeliod 1o kesp on Mudying.

“The “intensive. study - became my .
luun; levcn ‘years from my_oon- .

- world and 10 feed the flock which >



. India, Chlna, Japan, lndonesm, nor

. ot.hcr countncs around the world' ot

dlo, tele\:ls
rcach ing'th

)’cars, ‘were, clased 1

In all ‘these, huge pulauon na
uons = China; India, Russia, In-:|-
donesla “Japan, Brazil, Bangladesh, -
the nations of Western Europe,
Asia, ‘Africa, South'and Central
. America — God is opemng doon AT.
THE VERY TOR! -

He has already given me almost
unbelicvable: FAvor and CREDI-
BILITY in the eyes of those at the
very Top of many nations. And the
number of nations conferring this
unusual grace and’ favor upon me
. personally continues to Grow and ”
EXPAND into more and more nations
month by month!

There has been NOTHING LIKE IT
BEFORE, SO far as I know!

TmiNk of 11! The chosen servant
of the Great God being given great
favor and high HONOR by numerous
heads of state — who actually wans |
" to hear my message — who want

b

days of the prbphe( Eh]ah

Eli[ah Went to Kin!s ~
= God: had hid “Elijah - from ng

of lsrae —_’ lim by the bnook

fﬂthe KING ‘of . edch nauon, mdlcaling

thai Elijah was known 1o the kmgs of
“the earth.in his: day

'loday. “after 40 years, the DOO!
TO THESE NATIONS ARE OPENING on
after another, faster than I can Bet
to. ‘them! Tl-us 18 DEFINTTELY oF"
~Gop! .

And now _PUBLIC APPEARANCE
CAMPAI(,:NS are planned already in
THREE nations,, sponsored by offi-
cials high in- the governments of

these nations. Already I have gotten

the message of the Kingdom of God
to audiences of 55 to 100 of each
nation’s 1LEADERS in banquets or
dinners in India, Japan, Thailand,

South Vietnam, Ethiopia,  and the

Philippines, :

This is posmvcly miraculous! ll is
Gon's poING!

God hud: & SPECIAL MISSION_ fof -
His first-century apostles — giviag
perwnal cyewuneu proof of the res-

-

b :.'
K YRR P S T

Vet e

of Christ, as well as, pro- ] :

clmmmg the' good news’ “of the’

‘ ngdom of God.

- From then until l934 lhe Church
isted,” : compaunvely small-in -~
. persecuted, unable to pro-

.mppon " this “very specul dynamnc
commission for our dayl (Mmhew
24:14.) .

And THAT, brelhren, is the m
SON “God: has™ called you: “and “me”
TODAY - ahead of time — before He
calls the other 3 600,000,000 people
to salvatmn .

We are called, Now for a very,
VERY special commission!

But why vou?

Prophecy 'for,jﬁoco;d
. Cominl,

Let's lvok a little further into Ma-
lachi’s prophecy about God sending
Christ with this MEsSAGE. It's. in Ma-

"lachi 3. beginning in verse 1: "Be-

a

hold. I will send my’ mcsscngcr and
he shall prepare the way beforc me:
‘and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall

ot
.
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" suddenly come to his temple, even

~¥"~"the messenger ofthe covenant,
.3. whom ye delight in: behold, he shall
- wme. saith the Eternal of hosts™

In Mark 1:2,-in Luke 1:17, in

. Matthew 11:10 and eclsswhere, this

first: mcuenger preparing the way

*.;:- for Christ is refesred (0 as John the

* Baptist- But in’a’ greater sense it re-

VL fers to a Work lo:be done preparing -
- Alhcw.ty for dwucondwmn‘of

{ NOW, in our time! -

-'5 32

L2 “But s\rho nny nbldc thc day of
- his. coming? and who shall stand -
v: when he appeareth? for he is like »-

refiner’s fire, and like, mllm soap.”

. The Mqﬂ’qu translation’ makes . the

" meaning a little 'sh : “Por he'is

Narper:
‘hke the fire. ofnnellmud the lcnd ‘

"'ircﬂner and p
. nhnll pun(y (hc ‘sons of Levi, and
' and silver ...

the “adulterers.: and. against false
swearers, and ngamst those that gp-
press the. huelmg in_his.wages, the
widow, and the mherlw and that
tum aside the stranger from his
night, and fear not, saith the Eternal
of hosts™ (vegses 3, 5). )

_ This is NOT speaking of Christ’s
first comung, more than 1900 years

ago! It s NOT speaking priménly of |

John - the Baptist;. who was only as
_-one preparing the way before Jesus’
o first coming over 1900 years ago.’
Primarily it is speaking of one to
" prepare the way before Christ’s SEC-
* OND COMING, now, today, IN OUR
niMe! 1t s speaking of things Christ
will do when He comes in all POWER
. and AUTHORIIY 1o RULE ALL NA-
1IONS! ©
Does the Iull sngruﬁcancc of that
sink into your consciousness? |
Now notise Luke 1:17. It is speak-
ing, again, of Johin the Baptist - but
only TYPICALLY of one preparing
the way for the SECOND CONING,
NOW, at the eND of this age.

d lho next vcne - Mllldn‘

er “of silver: and he .

" that of His Law. 2"

.

Notice it! “And he shall go before .

him Christ] in the spirit and power

of Elias: 10 turn the hearts of the,
fathers o the children, and the dis-
- obedient to the wisdom of the just;

tonnhrudybpnpkprrpadfor 1

the Lord™

'W-mdﬁmfgu-
. AMGMhumMmmHu.

/_}wu of preparing us — by arowine

in ‘spiritual character, in .grace and
_the knowledgc of Christ, ready_for
our ‘part in the Kingdonr, reigning
_under Christ! And THAT WAY is OUR -
PART in fulfilling the special end-time

..Work of Matthew=24:14: “This .

gaspel aj the, kingdom . shall be.

preached in all the worid for a wit: - |
ness unto_ all nanom. nd then ahtll .

the END come"!

.1t would have becn ullerly mros j:

llnu for. me 19 carry out this great
. commisston alone. THAT is why God.
“has called YOU_now, instead of later,

«in the mlllcnmum' ~And" this grear .
Won,x oF GOD is THE: WAY God has |’

set before us-for each t0 GROW and’
~develop SPIRITUALLY. God's WAY -
-"is" the way of
GIVING, not gcmng Those who try
-to simply GE1_then s.nlvallon are m
danger of loamg !

God's Work 18 4 work of (.lvmn

-GIVING the gospel of the King-
dom of God. In 40 years' 1 have

.observed that oONi1Y rhose whose

hearis are in ,this great. Work “are
themselves growing spiritually.

I have mentioned how-the early
Church GREW and MULTIPLIED in
those God added to the Church. But
soon the persecution came. Soon the:
fals¢ preachers: came, with the dif
Serent gospel - a different. spirit.
They came tomenting a spirit of
criticsm  of pount! They came
saying Jesus' (rue upnslles were
preaching WRONG DOCTRINES. -

They said to people: **Peter, and
Paul, and lhusc%pos(lcs won't ad--
mit they are teaching erroncous
doctrines. Look how many are FALL-

ING AWAY from them. Their credi-
bility is at an all-time' low. Don't’

follow thern — forsake them and the

‘gospel’ th‘ey aré proclaiming, and < - .
COME OVER WITH Us.”

Yes, brethren, and THOUSANDS -
DID — TO THRIR OWN ULTIMATE DB-
STRUCTION IN THB LAKE OF FIRE!

ook ot the Fruits
But LOOK AT THE FRuUmTs! The .

work of the original aposties noRs
THR TRUE FRUITS]

The Worldwide Church of God. - -
has always produced - the ‘GooD " *

froits — ABUNDANT fruits. It is the -

“ONLY Work .in ISSO years thathas .

pmclmmed the true gospel of Christ

~:‘the gospel of ‘the Kibgdom of - §f
.,:Ood 10 the world.<: pow GOINGTO ...

:m ENTIRE won.o! :
' Prophccy says_the BND will not -

“‘come ‘until; ‘also, there u . “fllhngn'_;'

away” first!
*. lesus® panble (Luke I9 Il-24) is

:_for OUR TIME, nowl ll 'peram.s o
" Christ’ going to heaven to réceive .~ -
- the Kingdom' oﬁumlly ‘and then re- -,

- turmung. -The *

‘pounds’”, (anhsh,;
money) represent the SPIRITUAL .
Goobs Chyist has entrusted to_each, -

Zof us-now, while He is in heaven.w . - =

When He returns. He will demand

“of each of us 10 show how we have

used- the Gikr of His Holy Spirit -
how much we have CONTRIBUTED 10
His Work - the PURPOSE for which
He put us in His Church Now! He_

will demand of each of us to show - -

how much we have grown spiritu-
ally in the way of Gon's LAW > the +
way of CONTRIBUTING -AND GIVING. -
Those who prove disloyal-or drop

‘out'ot the Work — the only purpose

for which you were called now —
will find themselves in-the pusition
of the one described in verses 20
and.24. They will lose the very sal-
vation they were trying fo GET!
You are each admonished to.
“make ‘your calling and election

" SURE™!

Today, as in the time of the first

" apostles, MANY DECEIVERS are gone

vut into the world. They will Accuse
God’s Church and His Work. It is
Satan the devil who is the accuser of
the true brethren (Rev. 12:10).
{Continued on page 31)
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by Garner Ted Armstrong

Is there a.commission to the

Church to preach the gospel?
Or is ‘the only real mission to
preach and teach to local con-
gregations? What is the plain
truth from: your own

uyr

“seated 4 qoor

Bible
. abouttlnwkoftlnnlnb’

leT 'NO necd to blnld no

~walkway. — ain’t goin' no::-:

where!” was the- sarcastic.
redort.. The férmer Spat,,
itched up, his overalls and. headéd

"' "to his 19305-thodel car, skiriing the ~
- muddy puddies in. the churchyard of -

the. tiny: bulldmg Just. ou!sndc'Eu-

‘gene, - Oregons city’ limits: -
~ It-was'a Sabbath day.in (hc car]y N projccls of growth even:so small’ asg»’. R
a board sidewalk; Just scemcd mom- -
unslcal 10 him. - "

~It. was hard mou;h in thosc duys .

:'”I,9405 .and the pastor,”Mr. Herbert.
LWL . Armstrong, had: just finished the -
*sermon. In. u_hc had. menuonc& the

" don ‘cd labor.v and
:ﬂ‘enngs.for thls sunple

ed: of wel and

- Why’;‘ build“a wplkway?" Was.
_Tyuestion; Quue hkely “his” larmyat

didi’'t have yny: He was wmblelely

comtortable with his mossy, . rain-, —Af

slick ‘boards ‘and planks; ‘and® his
mud puddlcs _ e

“Ain't goin’ nuwherc, he said.
And he:was right. He waanl Bul‘

. the (huuh WaAS, -

1t was going (6~grow national in
syOpe, then_international, and lhen__
worldwade!- Bmusc it was the Work
of Gob. and not of any man, it was
desuined 1o enurcle the globe with .
the dynanuc message- about a Liv-

. ING Jesus, Chnst who is lh: sqom
coming KiNG.

That hitle wulkwuy only rcprc-
to the street, and
Euy acvess from a higher, “drier

-roadway -t a porch.

A Stfiling Misgonception . '
But the attitude of at least one
local member represented a mis-

conenpmm um has mﬂwm mas-

- 'sive church bodies, decided various. -
“forms: of church government, and
 stified’the trué preadung of the 8Os

pel for centuries!’ .
"For that. mcmber hfc consnstcd of
rcjoncmg in the truth hé knew, going,

- 10 services-cach Sabbath, and: living

and’ chlldréi{' -ln'\'/olv*emenl" m .

of comparative- poverty, warfire,, :

and hand-1o-mouth . exisience; 0. -
keep - one’s. own,, famlly fcd and.,

clothed without:
oﬁrymg to: orry\nbout some- .
onc s chilidren - sitling aroun ‘the -
* wood-burming - stove. dry
tocksdunng services.:
.. .A quict life on the: farm?
Toobad vvc oantall _,oylh

‘;tmllyplhul ‘of others. R
The: by-producl of- lhal lransccn- e

dcnlal ‘purpose for which.we ‘are
alled is our own pcnonal salvation.

- But thai purpose is far bevond Just
=your own individual salvation. '

Thmk‘ If the only reason God. Kas
callcd us'is {o grant | us perwm\l sal-*
vation. then why call us now? Why
call us now in this-age in su&h aum- -
““bers? ()bvnomly there is a great glo-
bal purpose in our collective unlhng

Picky Rollgao_ud Questions vs.
Global- Conditions '

Today's 'humanily faces the ever-
increasing likelihaod of massive
worldwide famine. This possibility is
* fucled by the twin problems of the
"ever-burgeoning population’ explosnon

- and the dwindling food supplics in

poor, undcrdeveloped nations.
On the very day you read this:
lmfk and repulpd cach day -




" -overtaxed earth. At.
dcmographers and populauon ex- .
per‘i.s estimate: that'world populanon a
' ' . ‘stnkes paralyze Bmam The energy

. some 350000 babncs cry theu' way

" into existence on planet earth! Most ..

. of these infants are destmcd 1rag|- ’

- cally, 10 live out their. lives -in ‘the

*dirt-poor, “havc-not" n'auons of the
~earth.

Even aflerf'subtracung deaths

¥ everyyear ther¢ are:somie 75 miillion: ..

. more mouths to feed -on this alreac
esent ra(es,

mevuable' R .

© " “But did Adam havc a havcl""

= *Where-did Cain get his wife?”
“Is it wrong 1o listen to Burt

Bacharach on the Sabbath day?” .
“Did ‘Mr. So-and-so really hold

" " hands .with M'ofgatrond P. En-
“ twistle? g '

- “Does the Blble prophesy thal or-
“anges would  grow in California?”

“Would you please cxplain the

ngmm.anee of the terms ‘hoods,’
“*pins, *chains,’ ‘mufilers’ ‘and “tires’

. _in Isaiah 3. Is this a prophecy about'

the modérn automobile?”
In the meantime - while religious:
" hobbyists ask these and reams of

" othes picky, purely academic ques: -

tions (apparently to satiate their

own incredible, self-centered vanity) -

— in the United States alone over
300.000 people a year are dying of

v,
hideous cancers and apother one -
-milkon are succumbing ‘to various’
heart  and- circulatory problems.

Every smglc day — as lotally una-.
“ware:.of .it.-as. we in’ the_ Wcstem', '
‘..wotld seém to be — a “low” estimte,
of'ten t0; ‘iwelve thousand people on.
" -this'globe die of simple’ starvatlon' o
Wars. cldim their toll too; the:
.blood - of humamty. splllcd in ‘war:

- fage, . stains the soil: of India, Vi

4.’~'_nam Korea, Blafra, Bangladcsh
-_Cambodm, the Middle East_ and

even. “Christian” Ireland. -
"Massive - work stoppagcs and

moralxzer R

But what aboul the teeming mil- -~
lions on Gur poverty-ridden planet‘-
who have no shoes? — or even in .

some cases. no feer? What about:the
deliberately crippled children who
cndlessly wander -— meandering

" through “the sirects of Calcutta —
- begging food und money for those .

who callously relieved them of their

little legs and arms? What & tragedy .

1o sec their maimed, twisted, dis-

" torted. gnomish little bodies stand-

ing there in grotesque shapes:
looking up into your-ecyes — not

fully compiehending the shame ofl_

hidevus, cruel lifetime!
What a4 monstrous penalty to
have 10 pay for the. seemingly end-

“less poverty that has plagued India

for ecnlunes

Josus Hiéd a World wa

. “saved ..

JcsusChna of Nazarcth sct us an

and .emotion-charged cmpathy for

‘the_plight of: a heedless bumanily, =
)}‘lc showed that God — the Father— - .
"the God of alf mercy — - i the God B
-of -all:mankind T RN
- When Jesus saw the pmful spiri- ..
tuat - oondmons and .even -the”.ill-

nesses of the: people-‘.q Hls day; }{e;

2 Christ’s ‘message — the .

the Kingdom of God -

. pc “ L .
Godsthe Father did. not send His

Son Jesus, Christ with a ‘message of -
“selfish, personal ingathering, - self-
- Tighteous ‘salvation — but with a -
. worldwide message for all mankind!

“And so all” lsrael shall “be
" said the’ Aposlle Paul in"
Romans II 26.- :

Jeremiah prophesied aboul many
nations (Jer. 25:13-26). Isaiah

..prophesied concerning Assyria

-(chapter 10), Babylon (chapter 13),
Moab (chapler 15). Syria (chapter
17), Egypt (chapter 19) and many
other nations and family groups

* which Have’since spread to the four

corners of the carth.

- God is concerded with more than
just a few “Bible Belt” religious
_hobbyists, in the southecastern
United States (though He is deeply

¢ "concerned about them, just as He is

" about any Buman being who draws
bposth). He W an international




msAlhe Klngdom of God’

nnd'thc salvauon ol‘ the wholg

_Ycl in_ spule .of the bablic.lly re-

qaled intérnational thrust of a siv-
R umg guspel, religion is still a very

« -private and very sclfish commodity

. to_.many" hnrbonng ‘a spiritual in-
grown toenail.

; gion” — a religion that's part of

__onc’s neat, orderly, settled and com- ]

“"" fortable life; a religion that's like a

E . favorite pair of comfortable slippers,

e a spiritual tranquilizer. a good book

' and an casy chair by that old favor-

i .. ue lamp.
|

_ It is #s familiar and comforiable
1' . &s that rusting old sutomobile in the

back furm lot that his father drove

' before him; aad it s as much a pan
. of his encrusted enviroament as that
, ' "old vak tree out back, or that creak-

.- : _ing stcp on the front porch.

To such people, anything broader
in scope than merely going back
and forth 10 Chyrch services every
Sabbath s inconcejvable. That, and
a linlg fellowship with thoss who

A

Nouce the dceply movmg words
od_be_ memml unto

-self- (And even l_hqn there

“ selfish rehigron!) -

They want  that “old time geli-’
" sonal. selfish needa.nouonaudde- :

‘Iﬂonni'ﬂ!--m-l’-v -

ve shall: receive

tion whether such”peopie ‘are really
bencﬁled by sudn a nnov-mndéd’,

“And ‘Jesus cante and- < -
spake unto them, saying,

Al power is given unto -
me _in heaven and in
‘earth. Go ye therefore,

and teach all nations....”" :
" Aiatthew 28:18, 19 -

“*Attend the -.huuh uf your
chowce.” advise the byliboards. And
that is exactly what most rehigious
types do! They altend: the church
Which most caters 10 their own per-

sires. -

Some attend church because lhey
wanl a senxc of “belonging™; others
because of the coavepience of the
plrhng facibes. sull others, be-

cause they enyoy the music — adl for
patently scitish rcasons. The point s~
that & church exists to suit every
type of personahity and approach to
religion. One ¢an even tind churches
that opealy woiship Satan the devil
if that happens 10 be a.person's pu-
ticular “bag.”

Mhany denomtinations are in cut-
ghroat” dompetition with each other.
Becausc of this peculiar “Chnstian” . o

NETEE S BT (L
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. ;alvauon"’ have lost snght
ally blg goal m human lif
" f - oA ; .

ie(-‘f'.J..Au{ai;lly subsistingon Jocusts. -

and wild honey. He lived a very -
. .auslere life-style, so much so-that -

‘conlemporaries” vbserving hig un-
conventionsl behavior mistakenly |
accused him of being demon pos-

- sessed.

When John hcard of the works of
Christ, hé sent two of his disciples to
try to substantiat¢ who Jesus really
was (Matt. 11:2). (John was in
prison. but he was aware that some-
where, somefow the Messiah had to
appear at that time.) When the two
disciples came 10 Jesus they asked:
“Art thou he that should come, or
- do we look for another?” (Verse 3.)

Jesus answered: “Go and show
"John again those things which you
do hcar and sce” (verse 4). He then
(verse 5) pointed to the miracles
which werc a vital part of His mes-
_sishship. Jesus poigted to rhe fruils _
"~ — to the work lm’ng,donq.

~ Then Jesus added: “. .. And the
poor have the gospel prcadxed w0

them” (verse 5). He pointed out that
He was in the businéss of giving that -

; mmv-wtﬁ-wm\ qmd-lmﬂy _
" L R S

Jesus. was roundly aecused and .
criticized because of His “hobnobb-
ing” with the lcaders of the Sanhe-

drin, sitting with the Pharisees at-a

huge banquet table, and going to
the marriage feast at Cana in Ga-

“ lilee. : 1]

_ried away with his. desire .to changc‘
thmgs went out and obtained thirty, . -
pieces of Silver (possibly worth as ¥

much as $192) in exchange for some *
information about Christ. But

. Judas’ plan buackfired on him. Wheh
.. he realized he had gone too far, he

Yei Jesus preached to large = went back to the Jewish leaders and

crowds of people — thousands at a
. 13:2; 23:1). He

ime (Matt. 8:1
’preachcd the true gosfiel to thent —

.the gospel of the Kingdom of God
(Mark 1:14). )

The fact that Jesus said, “And
blessed is he, whosoever shall not be
affended in me.” strongly indicates
that the disciples of John didn’t ob-
serve what they had expected to sec
in Christ. They probably expected
to find someonc whose life-style was
similar to John'’s -- one of frugality

and scif-denial. Even John himself”
may have misunderstood! That's

probably why they asked, pcrhapc
- preprogrammed by John to do so in
a dubious, quizzical tone: “Well, are
Jjou he that shouid come, or shéuld
we look for another?” They ex-

" pected the Measiah 10 ho.&vn.

said: “... 1 have betrayed the in-
nocent blood" (Matt: 27: 4)

Judas actuallx threw the money
down — but where did he throw it).
First he tried to give the money
back, hoping they would reverse
their sentence. But when they
refused the money, he went to the
Temple as-a symbolic gesgure (just
like we might go down to the Fed-
eral ‘Mint and throw down a bag &f
fifty-cent pieces on - ‘the steps and
drive away in dmgust) Then Judas
left the Temple arfdywent out and,.
hqu himself (verse 5).

‘Tha'sean interestiig analogy:
~ Judas was trying to Yorce Christ to
" change to his image — to do things
-Judas’ way; but Jesus didn’t change
to please him.

Judas tried to bring prwure.on
Christ by threat of law; and even, 50




to speak, bring Jesus’ “organiza- .

tion” down. But when Judas found

.-that he had irrevocably set up his

Master for the slaughter, it de-
stroyed Judas! He went out’ and
committed a shameful,.ignominious

" suicide.

Chirist’'s Commission .to.
the Disciples

Jesus commissioned His disciples

in much the same way a person-was

commissioned at one time in the

military service. A “commissioned -

officer” originally could havé been
an ordinary privaté citizen, or evén

a wealthy or titled person, who was

given a directive to carry out a cer-
tain mission. "The word “commls-
sion” means “with a mission™; that
is, with a purpose or an objgetive.

Jesus sent out the twelve with a
specific_ charge or purpose: “Tlese
twelve Jesus sent forlh and com-
manded them, saying, Go not into
the way of the Gentiles, and into
any city of the Samaritans enter ye
not: But go rather to the lost sheep
of the house of Israel, And as ye go,
preach, saying, The kingdom of
heaven is at hand” (Matt. 10:5-7).

The disciples were iot sent to the
Church /# they werg sent to preach
1o the world: “As thou hast sent me
intc-the world, even so have I also
s¥ni them into the world” (John
17:18). '

The main commission was to the
world. In turn, the body of believers
that resulted trom their preaching of
the g‘uspcl to thd world became the
“Church.” But the Church was the
by-product of the preaching of the
gospel!

Ir THE GOSPEL WERE NOT FIRST
PREACHED 1O THE WORLD, THERE
WOULD BE NO CHURCH!

After the gospel is preached and

~ the¢ Church is tormed av a resul,

those who are the called membets of
God’s Church make it p(lelc - by
their prayers as well as by their con-
tinual physical apd financial support
— for more people to hear the mes-
sagv of the gospel. And that body of
Church wembers also provides
more ministers by which the gospel

.God also’ grants us salvation in ad-

. Judaea, and their cnv1rons) at that

Aceedmb generations of the Church.

+ *verily, T say unto you, He that belic-

. tians at any time in -history!}, THe }
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is preached to more. and more
people.
The body of Christ -~ the Church
N therefore constituted to do the
work of preaching the gospel. As a, K
result of our calling (6 do that work

vance of the rest of hum'amty'_

Jesus Set a Precedent

Jesus of Naza.?elh came to thig\
earth to deliver the gospel of the
Kingdom to that local area (Galilee,

time — to set a precedenl for suc-"JEM

He came to teath and train His ¥
own disciples through thosc expen-
ences. i
He tfen scnt them out and told § _
them to do as He had done - in fact, §
they were told they would do even B
greater works -than Jesus! “Veiily,

veth’ on me [that includes all Chris-

WORKS THAT | DO SHALL HE DO
ALSO; and greater works than these
shall he do; because 1 go unto my
Father” (John 14:12). )

The - commission to preach lhe
gospel is a collective charge to all
Christians at all times!

New Testament hisfory-is a
chronicle of the fact thit the early
disciples fulfilled their* commission.
They predched the gospel with great §
zeal throughout the known world: 7,
" The Apostle Paul, called later e
<han the original dpoallcs — as “one ‘-
out of due season” - also carried on -
the commission of preachipg the |
gospel. He was so filled with the
sense of a great missr't{\thal he said
— undoubtedly with deep feeling:
“For_ though T preach the gospel,'1
have nothing to glory of:for neces-
sityIs laid ppon me; yea, woe is unto
me if I preach not the gospel!” (1
Cor. 9:16.)

At the vonclusion of the buok of
Acts. Paul is busy on the job in
Rome in his own.hired house,
preaching thar same g&pel 10 all
who would -hear. “And Paul dwelt
twa whole ycars in his own hired
house, and received all that came in

> ~
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“And this gospel of tha '
kingdom' shall be preached

. in all the world for a wit-

ness unto all nations; and
then shall the end come.
- Matthew 24:14

“That thy way may‘ﬁ;
known ‘upon earth, thy
saving health among_all
nations . . O let the

nat:ons be glad and sing

for joy: for thou shalt’
Jjudge the people righ-

,teously, and govern -the

pations upon earth.
Psalm 67:2 4

. a2
Y
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unto him, preaching the kingdom of
God, and teaching those things
which concern: the Lord -Jesus

Chirist, with all confidence, no man !

forbidding him™ (Acts 28:30-31). -
Paul realiz¢d that his whole rea-

son for being called was to preach
the gospel: “Paul, a servant.of Jesus . -

Christ, called to be an apostle, sepa--
rated unto the gospel of God’ (Rom..
I: l) .

" The Apoat}les Suffered
» for the Gospel

Jesus Christ suffered morc thdn -

anyone for the sake of the. gospel;

and His_disciples ultimately. fol-.

lowed in' His footsteps. Suffering
went hand in glove with the preach
ing of the gospel in the first century.
And their suffering is also an ex-
ample of what today’s true Chris-
tian can expect for putting the work
- of the gospel first. “For even. here-
unto were ye called: because Christ
© also suftered tor us, leaving us an
examph
steps” (I Pet. 2:21).
Most of the early apos(lc.s were
m.myrcd for the sakewf the gospel.

* Paul actually left a record of some.

of his sufferings’ in Il Corinthians
1. He said he had been imprisoned.
beaten, shipwrecked, near death on
a number of occasions, slnncd.
nearly drowned, threatened, and 'jn
every conceivable kind of danger.
But .nothing: would make him stop
preaching the gospel! .

A Christian Retiremaenit
* Plan?

Jesus did not come to set up some
_ kind of a self-perpetuating Christian
retirement plan. He did not come to

briig about a peaceful. blissful,
Utopian. comfortable,

out,” esoleric society.

He cameéto preach the gospel - a-

gospel that would bring about in-
tense personat suffering for those
who would dare to-proclaim it. It is
a gospel that, by the very essence of
ils message. invites persecution. He
commissioned His Church to preach
that message fearlessly and boldly —
" never stopping for anybody or any-

that ye should follow his -

" “dropped- -

‘way:

GOOD NEWS Mny lD'Il

.

thmg "His dlsuplu were ordained -

and—rommissioned to, preach that
same gospel. -They did so at great

- ptrsonal sacrifice - and ultimately -

even martyrdom.
Paul’'s own desire was so outside

of himself-that he said he could wish "
himself accursed for his kinsmen |

(Rem. 9:3). He would have accepted

the loss of his personal salvation if
.~ that’s what it would have taken o

get all his_fellow brethren into the
Kingdom of God. His main_desire

- was for others to get mto the King-
dom of God.
" There would be no salvation apart
from the preaching of the gospel!
- There is no way to scparate salva-

tion from the gospel.
As'l pointed“out earlier, if there

had been no preaching of the gos-
- pel. ‘there would be no local congre-
gattons! Therefore,’it appears to be. .
nothing short of total stupidity that.

any local congregation -- which, af-

“ ter all, 1 only there as a result of the

preachuing of the gospel - should
separate itself into an isolated spiri-
tual community, settling back and
enjoying what it has learned, rather

than continuing to be a part of the

big teum that is preaching the very

gospel that brought about that local’ .

church’stexistghice in the first place!

And there is soincthing else — an-
other vitally important_ point! One
thing 1s utterly unique about the
Chun.h of God: the congregation is
not there because the minister is

‘there. The munister 15 sent out to be

among the people who are there first

— as 4 result of the preaching of the
_gospel! The people,are the harvest
" of the gospel which is being

preached vver the radio, on televi-
sion, and on the printed page. Can
any nunister rightly presume to take
the -harvest of the preaching of the

"gospel as his own private: oungrcgm

tion?
The local minister 1s sent to feed
that congregation spititual tood and

to “water” them so that they will -

grow further. Paul ¢xpressed it this
"Who then is Paul. and who is
Apollos, but minigjers [servants] by
whom ye believed, even as the Lord

. gave to every man. I have planted,
- Apolios watered; but God gavé the
increase” (I Cor. 3:5-6).

The foundation upon which the
Church of God is built is Christ
not any man. Iy is God who called us .
and converted us by Hjs poweér and
His Holy Spirit. We afe God’s heri-
tage, God’s building, His planting,
ot whatever other analogy the Bible-
has wused for those who are called
into the Church. Can any man clailh

.God’s heritage- for his own and

strive 10 take it away-from the pai-
ent bady into which it was called —

', and by which it was called?

The reason people are.organized
into a local church and asked to go
to-a certain place at'a certdin time,

_in order to listen to more in-depth

preaching” and teaching, is not an
end in_itself. It is a means 1o an- end!
It is not inerely to satiate the self
with spiritual bonbons and to feel
warmed and filled personally.

If that were the reason for local
congregations, it would be analo-
gous to saying that the only reason =

we are alive, as physical human en-

tities, is to eat! For a person to say
that the only reason for his existence
is to feed-his face would be crass,
piglike gluttony! A person who feels
this way is denying the very sreason
for his own existence:

By the same token, if # local con-
gregation is only for the purpose of -
feeding itself spiritually, “then it
denies its very calling. The reason a
local congregation gathers at the
feet of the minister — to be taught
and fed spiritually - is so that it can
g0 out and do the Work; so that it
can be a more effective part of that
great commission to preach and
proclaim the gospel to all the world
before the end of this age!

Anyone who is really a part of the
body of Christ can see that Jesus
Christ of Nazareth organized the
Church for the purpose of tulfilling
and .supporting the attainment of
that number-one purpose. Those who
arc not doing that job are not truly a
part of the Church, not part of the
vine; and they-will simply wither up
— and dic! , o

—
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‘St.Louis,

“I'think it was the most dynamic

campaign that we have had so

© far.” stated Albert Portune, cam-

paign director. concerning the

personal appearance of Garner

Ted A‘K/«nsnmng held in St. Louis,
January 25, 26 and 27.

-The campaign was held in Kiel
Auditorium in downtown St.
Louis. The auditorium, which has
a capacity of 3.500, was nearly
full for each of the three appear-
ances.

On the first night Mr. Arm-
strong spoke about tht soon-
coming Kingdom of God; on the
second. he spoke on demomsm.
and exorcism, subjects that have
really been in the limelight lately

"Portune said:

P

“due to a recent movie that deals

with demonism.

On the final night Mr. Arm-
strong talked about World War
11 Nbzi death camps and the hor-
rors of war. He gave a very stern

" warnin to the'people of America
to repent of national sins or sim-

ilar prophesied punishments will

befall us.

Concerning the campaign, Mr!
“I think that we
can be confident in the fruit that
God is showing in these cam-
paigns  that He is in them and
that He¢ is making them a vital
thrust of His Work at this time.” .

And as Mr. Ted Armstrofg* -

wrote: “*We were both very

-pleased and inspired by the en-

tRusiasuc help from all of the St.
JLouis congregatiéns,; which
served in_every wnocnva le ca--
pacity.

“I feel the St. Louis campaign

" was certainly one of the high-

lights of our lives. I sincerely:

~ T
HPNATE *

UPDATE -1_ :

. UPDATE

-

.

.hope and pray that God’s Holy
_ Spirit will bear much fruit there.

Certainly. those 83 new people
who attended the first (follow-up)
Bible study are ‘pregious- lives in
God’s sights and, as I have said
in the past, if’ only one person
were to come go hdar, ‘then that
ane person is sl worth all of our
collective ct}m‘l"' ’

o=

1C lMl’Al‘u i1}
L. — s .J

Kingsport,

. “ H . \ .

© On February 1 and 2, C.

Wayne Cole conducted a sucoess-

ful evangrlistic campaign in

Kingsport, a city .of over 30,000 -

in the tri-city industrial center of

Kingsport, Bristol and Johnson
City. . t
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..”fhe total _attendarice for the

- two nights was 1,462. Forty-seven

interested persons attended the
- follow-up nibleﬁnudy.

-~

1 CA\ll’Al(n J
L - - -- J

‘_qumCarolijna

"‘ ) 3 '\o

Raleigh, North Carolina. hos- -

ted' a two-day Bangelistic cam;
paign by David Jon Hill on
" January 27 and 28. ..
~Attendance for the .two mghf
was 1,741. .Randall . Kobernat,
local minister:in ‘Ralelgh acted as.

; master of ceremonies. Twenty
_ %)gns were present at the fol:

v

w-up Bible study

- Through the impact of these
“personal appearances, God's
message continues to reach the
cities of the Unifed States and
other parts of the world.

‘The .

Productlon |
Department

The Radio Production Depart-
ment is responsible for the pro-
duction of The World Tororrow
radio broadcast, but the depart-
ment has not been able'to produce

‘the- pmgrdm'in the same -Manner -

"as it did in_previous years.
In the past Mr. Ted Armsirong

recorded the broadcast in our-radio’

studio, and the program went out
on the air “live.” That'is, as we
recorded Mr. Arma(rong his véjce
+ was simultancously piped through
a phone line to a local radio sta-
tion, which immediately broad-
castitovertheair. Copies ofthis in-

studio recording were then made.:

ECHTE WAARHEID

won tijdoe Krift swor von suiver beurin

The Plain Truth in tne Dutch
language — de. Echie Waurheid
ﬁ“s been available since -
l‘)bS Circulation of the Dutch
cd\uon has now risen to 41,000
copies. Of this total.. 13.300
copics arc distributed through
newsstandtin Holland and Bel-_
- gium. .
It you wish to reccive .de
*‘Echte Waarheid or other litera-
turc in the Dutch lunguagc
please write to:

de Echte Waarheid

P. O. Box Il

t. Albans, Herts. -
" England

-

.
¢

Worldwude Church of God con-
ary for a conference keyed to

~were conducted by Herbert
Armstrong and Garner Ted Arm-
strong. Stanley R: Rader. gencral
counsel for (he Work, also ad-
dresse® the-conterence.

. Mr. Herbert Armmstron
stressed (the -importance of the
Work and stated: “No man can

" stop'the Work of God. We are the
only Church which has J)rcag:hed
the gospel ol the Kingdom. We
are God> Church,l The Pastor
General also discussed hay -visits
‘to world leaders around the glube
and showed how this vital new
phase of the Work is “rhe most

n)rtdnl part of the Wk unda {
r. Armstong then took 't
visiting ministers on a tour of the
nearly completed Auditonium.
The remginder of the meetings

! Nedr] 300- ministers of the |
verged in Pésadena in early vanu-

“unity. The three days of mccu\eb '

Mlnlsterlal’
Conference

was conducted by Mr. Ted Arm-
strong, who addressed many of the
© eritical doctrinal and procedural
. issues concerning the Church
today.

In"his closing remarks. Mr. Ted
Armstrong said: 'l hope | these
mectings have been catalytic 10 a

reater spirit of unity. I certaunl

Fcl that they have.” We haven't
. evenbegun toscratch thesurtu of

Wwhatwe really need o get into.

1 wish we could have hundreds of -

hours together.”

Certainlg the meeungs demon-
strated one of the key factons to
unity in God’s Chiurch ™ compuni-
cation!
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But as Mr Ted Armstrong has S

become midre heavily involved in

the day-to-day résponsibilities of
" the Work, personal appearance, _

campaigns and in making daily
television programs, he has been.

* unable to make radio programs on .

a regular basis! .
".However,'the Radio Producuon
Depantmcnt must still meet the

needs of the’ hundreds of radio

stations. whu,h air..¢

So. today, we use the sound track

, of thé daily television: recordings: =
This is not as simple as itsounds.

‘In numerous television programs;

Mr. Armstrong refers to a chart,

graph. or nluvie insert,’and makes -

commenmts such as the red  bar- on
the left side of the chart shows

#nd “as you can see, the blue bar
-onthe right ... or he might call

- atiention to lincs on agraph, or the

mdn.hmg men on lhc screen be-

: toru you.
" Though mast of our regular lis- )

teners know that thc mdlu pro-
gram is, for the most parl the
wund lmcl\( of lhc tclcvnsmn pro-

gram, 1twould seem odd forauw.j
radio listener (o hear such terms'
on his radio. *

" - We ‘must, therefore, edn out
such’ phrases while still keeping
.the continuity and- completéness
of the message. Thenwe must add”™ .
time to the program to replace the
) deleted portions . .and restore it to .

the specified length of 29 minutes
and 30 seconds.

Coqmercml mcssagcs (gcncr--.
Cally two’ per program) are also
-inserted.
ments suggest that the listeners

These" spot” advertise-

write. or tclcphone tor rclatcd

~ booklets.

Afterallof this is wmplclcd thc

™ finished pmducl is called the
““master, l.xpg

" Once the master
tape js prepared. it is rcpca(cdlv

duplicated at double speed in the.
dubbing room on vur many Am- ’

pex. tape recorders.
Twicea week capies are \hlppt.d
by air mail to all stavons which

i urry our prograti thtoughout (hc ’

United States. .
In addition 1o the t.:pn lm thc

-

1934: At 10 am on the
first Sunday in January.
Mr. Herbert W Arm
strong made the finst
World Tontrras pua.
gram. [Wvasona 100 watt .
“radio station |} ul,uu
Oregon.

1940: st hnuJ\.N "
Pasadena  (radir tians -
missiont disc recondimg)
in the hbary building

1951: Mr Nomman A
Smuth, present head of the
Media & Nviston began by
work 11t the Radio Studio

1952: In the summer.
Richard David Arm
strong and Herman 1
Hoch recorded some on

B_ad_io'Producti,c_)n bepartment
MILESTONES:

the spot radio repotts
frome Pais Hancg

1953. o Jundary  Mr
Herbert Nonstong made
the st broadcast for Fu
tope e R Fusem
h-uny

1955 M ted Arnstrong
heganr te do the hroad
cast g regular basis

1955 Ao Notman Sunih
heciine manager of the
Ruadic Studio

1957 M brank foghma,
L\u\.nt manager ol the
adie Production De-
L»n tinent under Mg
minth began o work
the Radio’ Studio

i
= San Disyu Cum.prnlab
i

Umted States, coplcs mus
.made for our - forelgn stations.

. These. oopm of the master’ tape

are _cqllcd sccond-gencuuon
masters.” When " necessary, thcy~

‘are again edited to satisfy the par-

_ticular, requirements of the coun-- -~

‘tries where The World Tomqrmw K

is aired. . ° S
Then they are agam Iengtpcned

by, addmg literature _announce-.

+ menits in order.to attain the mrreu
. progrnm léngth. The closing. ad-
"~ dress is changed so that the listen-

ers can send their letters to. the

’.'propcr toreign oftices. 'l'hcn these .

“seqond- gcncranun master” tapes
are segt to the mdmdual voun-
tries. where they are dupljeated:
and the coppes are sent 1o the radio

‘stations whichcarry our program.

“ Allour dedicated emplivesand
Awnlplck Cqulpnlcl]l RS AR (T 1]

~sure*that the voree ol the World

Tomuorrow program continues to. '
be heard around thewatld - per-
foroung it vatal paitin this world-
wide Wurk of Guod

~ - trank -Inghma -

AMPAIGN |

COMING
PERSONAL
APPE ARANCES

"Charleston Waest Vlrgmuu v
April 27 28
- Ronaid Dart

May 3 4
C Wayne Cole

Moubile Alabama
May. 10 11 .
Sherwin McMichael

" Lexingtun. Kentucky
May 17, 18
Chnt G Zwnmerman

Phoenix. Arizona
May 24 25
David Jon Hill

[l
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UESTION: “You sald [ 7 T TT - knowledgeofthe true Sabbath
that Jesus was a home- - <] . e T ol must observe i, to avond sm-
" owner." But Jesus Him- - - L C . ming/ L
self ‘said: ‘Foxes hav§ holes y SR E Thlrdly Tesus Hnmself
* hcmes], and birds .of She air - : . | . talked-about the liberty of the -
: have nests |homes); but the | . B - © gospel. He said: “And ye'shall -
" Som of man hath not where to * | - W@ , know the truth, and the truth
Ieylllsbeed' (Luke 9:58). it is A e —— : : . - shall make you free” (John:
.bard-to imagine a homeowner . .. - . i ' ; 7 -8:32).Not understanding - what -
.who ‘hath not. where to lay his be.d. \vouldn't ,allnw it. Therefore, Jesus . Jesus meant, the Pharisees. retorted
-Did Jesus mean so-mlh. otbet —.in the light of their~denying Him  that they “were never.in bondage to
lhen what He nm L . overmght accommodations — told . any man” (verse~33) So “Jesus an-
e l.eo C the - ‘young man that ‘He had no  swered them, Verily, verily, I say .
! ) -at the moment, - . .. unfo..you, -Whosoever : committeth .-
ords;. af. that parucular ~ -sin. [transgression - of the law] is the ..
gmund {0 this question, remember #ume (“as-théy- went in the way” . servant-of sip” (verse 34).
. that ‘Luke, the, author of Acts and.  [Verse 57] from one Samaritan. vil- ".Some of the Pharisees were in-
" his’ OWn Gospel -wrote (as_a_histo:. . :lage tothe; next [sé¢ verse 56]) He . deed in bondage to sin. And anyone

. rian nalurally would) in chronol .was having difficulty>in finding &  who knowingly-breaks God’s Sab-
“cal order (se¢ Luke 11, place to.stay overnight on His jour-  path isvcommitting a -sin and “is,

» (‘hcckmg the context of the pas- - ney ) Jcmsalem It was exemplary = ~therefore, ‘in spiritual bondage..
sage in ‘question, we read' in’ Luke. of His; at times, difficult mihistry. James said: “. .. To.him that know-
9:51-56: “And it came to pass, when*  Jesiis did'NoT say in Luk¢.9:5758  eih 10.do good and doeth it not, to
th ‘lime_was come that he” ‘(Jesus] * “that* He-did not have a: home A him it is sin” (James 4:17).

uld-be received up, he“stédfastly ' more dcuulcd cxplanauon of . this Fourthly It is fulfilling God's law *
sets hns face 10 go to Jerusalem, and’ scnpturc and:this whole* Subjccl‘ is of fove to keep the Sabbath. “For
sent messenigers before his face; and avanlable in our'bouklcl en‘\mled The  \hisis the love of G od, that we keep

~ they went, and entered mtoavnllage QK“ your free copy. his commandments: and his com-
of the Sama:lans to make’ r;:ady ‘ 5 bb: n:e:l tlm your mf;.mu:(nfe :n ~ mandments fincluding l!)c-Sixlwhzllhl
. for him [make arrangements ora ‘- .Sa eepmg is an affront to the are not grievous” (1 Johi 5:3). Jesus
place to stay]. And they [the resi- ibegty of the gospel of Christ. 1 fail said: “If you love me. heep my com-

_ dents of the v1|la§e] did not, receive 10 see why Chne.uans ‘have to’ keep mandments" (John 14:15). Vi ther:.
“him, becduse his face was as- though . the - mual ‘law as givén in the Pemn “He that hath my umnn.uulnuuh
\ hc would-. go to ‘Jerusalem.” lale_u.ch "but I agree that t!ne.moral' " and Ae'epelh them, he it is that loveth
"The Sdmarltdns in ‘this particular  law is unchangeable. As- Christians me.. " (verse 21),
‘Wllage did not allow Jesus to stay  we must love God and our ireighbors, ] umi K the § ” u
thcn. begause He was on His way to  for love s the fuitilling of the law."” u summary. keeping the Sabbath
is one of the four basic ways:in
Jcrus\leh\ The location of the B S.'L, which we love God. It is an un.
Tb(gpla wdk a bone of contention ‘Teesside, I:.ughmd o c frod L IN an un
b \ A . ight to h . chungmg moral law  not a ritual-
ctw«.q\n the Jewish people and the < We respect your right to have an
. ) . cistic Jaw. For & more complete
Samaritaps (aeé\pohn 4:20). The Sa-  opinion, but we also have an obliga-
“ . e : undenlandmg of’ the fourth com-
maritans maintained a rival “holy  tion to dlarify the ssues
" - . bl ) mandment, wiiie for our free book-
-site” on Mount Germm _ First of all. the Sabbath s notr a lets Which Day | e Ch
Now read Lbke_ 9:57-58. remem- part of 4 tituahstic law. It s one of © i av Iy the ristian
beri e T . . . . ) D" Sabbath?, Which Day Is the Sabbath
ering the preceding verses: “And it the basic Ten Commandments (Ex.
N . o of the New [estument? and Has
came to pass,, that, as they went in 20, Deut, 3). When 4 young man Time Bpen Lost”
the way, a certain man said. unto . asked Jesus how he could enter into me o
him, Lord, I will follow thee whith;  eteinal hie, Jesus rephied: “Keep the These thice attactively printed
ersoever thou goest. And Jesus said ~ commuandments.” Jesus then pro-  Publications copyprehensively * an-
urto him, Foxes have holes, and - ceeded (o quote several of the com-  SWer most ol the 'mnm-mnly‘.lskcd
- birds of the air have nests; but the  mandments of the decalogue to show ~ questions about this “"bj"d; See the
Son of man hath not ¥here to lay = which law He meant (see Mall _ inside '_“»““ cover (“Ppcf right Cf’l‘ .
* his head.” : 19:16-19). umn) for the address of our office

" "So how do we understand thesc Secondly. Sioce the Sabbath is  Bearest you. Remember, they ‘“{}
verses in contexi? Jesus had wanted  one of those decalogue command- ~ provided absolutely without -charge
to lodge in 4 Sumaritdn village on  ments, the breaking of which is sin by the tithe-paying membershnp of
His way 10 Jerusalem. The citizenry (I John 3.4), a person who has  the Worldwide C h“r‘fh of God.

.




- Among the greatggt and most profound of all
.- biblical teachings ‘are the parables of Jesus
...Christ. During His. three-and-one-half- year
' ministry, Jesus spoke from thirty to fifty
parables (depending on which scholar’s
estimate you wish to accept). There are - . .
some very important reasons why Jesus
used the parabolic method of teaching.
And for today’s Christian there is *
much vital.meaning contained within -
these rustic examples*®which were
taken from everyday life in
ancient. Judaea and its
environs. A series of articles
' beginning in this issue
will make that meaning’
come to life.

, e
A

by Brian 'Knov.vles »

-Begin article on next page
. »




nouu) T, be - surpnsms ﬂm_,_--"
S Jesus used . parables? Not if

. you understand somethmg of
: the Jewish world in Christ's day.
States the noted scholar Alfred

Edersheim: “Perhaps no other mode

of teaching was so common among -
- the Jews as.that by Parables” (The

. Life and Times df Jesus the Messiah"- '

[Grand. Rapids, Mich.: William B.
Eerdmms Publishing Co., l972], p:
580

Dr. Edcrshelm informs us:

.'Every.ancient Rabbinic work is
ll(crally full of parables.”

. Even the OId Testament itself

““tontains many parables. The

page

Prophet Ezekiel used about four. A

good example is found in Ezekiel
17:2: “Son of .man, put forth a

riddle, and speak u parahle unto the

house of-Isra¢l.” 'The prophet then
Pl‘q)ct&.d\ to unfold-a strange story of

a greai eagle and a giant cedar tree. -

Later in the same chapter, he ex-
plains the mc.mmg of lhls un.usual
story.”

In It Samuel 12 the Prophcl Na-

vey @4 message from. God to ng
David. E i

lsumh 5:146 also contains a

" . parable which was used as a song -
again conveying an lmportdnt mes-

* sage to-the people by the parabolic

ing,

\  What Is a'Pu_nBlo? -

In most cases-a parable is a story
drawn from everyday life. It is usu-
ally symbolic or metaphoric in na-
ture

- spiritual lesson. Most parables use

imagery to. which the average per-

" son can readily relate. As the hearer
comes into daily contact with the
image or symbol (i.c., a field, a fig
tree, etc.), he is easily reminded of
the parable in which the imagery is
_used.

In order to gain the maximum

<=0 =iThe- Jewnsh»people ‘were: qulte fas ..
. miliat with the parajolic method of
ching and had been for-some '
ume In-a footnote on thé same

method. Verse 7-explains the mc.mi

often conveying a profound -

©
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value from Jesus' parables, w;must

therefore acfjuire at Icast a" rudi--

‘mentary undersmndmg of the ele-

ments.used in.those stories. And we
-must gain an eclementary under-
standing of the geogmphy invbolved. .

This we will do as thns series of arti-
cles unfolds i

Why Jduu Uud P.nblo.
There are several very good rea-’

" . sons vuihy Christ chose (0 .use the

parabohc method of teachmg

_The most obvious reason is thal«il"
. "wwas commonly accepted among: the

Jewish people of that day. When a
teacher launched into a parable,

~ most listeners were conditioned to _

fespond “and kuew how to recenvc

* such’ teaching.

In; dddluon

which. the histener could remember

the lcaaon (Almost 1 parables were”
m(cndcd to convey a moral or spiri- .
. tual lesson of one kind or another.)

But there s yet another reason

_which has escaped many com-
, mentators. Jesus clearly expl.nncd it

in Matthew 13:10-117
“And the'disciples came, and said

+ unto him. Why speakest thou unto
than tactfully used a parable to.con-'

them in_parables? He answered and
said unto them, Because it is* given

- unto-you.to know the mysteries of
- the kingdom ot heaven, but to them

it is not given.”

What Jesus was saying was that
the peaple were not really rcady at
that time to receive the” profound

truths of God's Kingdom - only the .

12 disciples were. Therefore, He
sumetimes used parables without
explaining them . to the peuple. He
did, however,

When the people heard the
parable, it scemed like a simple
*folksy™ story of no particular spiri-
tual significance. They heard and

‘understood it only on a physical

level. The spiritual meaning escaped
them! .

Jesus continued:” “*Therefore
speak I to them in parables: because

_they sccing see not; and hearing

7 the colorful storics :
also scrvcd as cffective devices by

. instruction:
forth as sheep in the midst bf

privately interpret
. them to the disciples.

B

- they ‘hear not, neuher da they under-’ ” S

stand” (verse 13). . .
Jesus knew that the general popu- ‘

' hce was not yet ready to receive the
- deeper truths of His way of life. Had . .

He explained certain parables
plainly, they wéuld have been ac-
countable for what they had learned.”

" As James later said: “Therefore 10 -
him that knoweth to do good, and - -.

“ doeth it not, 1o him it l.rsm” (James .
*4:17).

. The truth of God is too precnous"
to be thrown about. .indiscrimi-
nately! In Matthew.7:6 Jesus taught .’
-us .an important principle: “Give
not that which is holy unto the dogs,

-meither cast’ ye your pearls before

swine, lest they trample them under

-_lhelr feet, and turn agam and_rend

you.”

He was not calling people “dogs”
or “swine"; He was.mérely explain-
ing the’ reaction:of some people to
the truth of ‘God. Many pcople
when exposcd to the truths of God's
Word, will treat thém with. contempt
‘and persecute those whohave given
the truth to them.

A Christian should, theretore use

_discretion in delermmmg 1o whom

he will explain the undiluted

. stronger truths of God.

Jesus sent His disciples on a pre-’
liminary evangelistic tour with this -
“Behold,™I send you

wolves: be ye therefore wise as ser-
pents, and harmless a doves”
(Mau. 10:16). -

And this is exactly whaf Jesus was
doing in speaking to the people in
unexplained purables. (A more de- ;
tailed explanation of this important
biblical principle is found in our re-
print article entitfed “Should You .
Try to Convert Others?" Write for
your free copy.)

Some Parables Understood
by Religious Leaders

Jesus always privately expldmcd .
the intended spiritual meaning of
cach parable to His disciples. But
there arc other instances in which
the people to whom - the parable
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" ‘was addressed also knew’ the i
. . ténded spirityal meaning! It de:

pended upon who- was address.cd

and under what circumstances.

Not all parables were. given to the -

" masses of people who followed

Jesus,. Some were given exclusively
. to the disciples.. Others were ad-
dressed directly to the. religious. -

leaders of the day — the scribes and

" Pharis¢es. And they knew exactly.

what Jesus meant, as we shall see as

cles.

The Grouping’ bf the
. Parables
" ‘What many have not realized is
that the parables were given in three
distinct. sets, or groupings. Each set
or group of parables had a theme or

overall .message.. And each set be- -
came -progressively stronger in its

meaning and impact. '
" Each group' of parables was

. apresented against a different geo-’

graphical 'huckgtound and at three
distinct points in Christ’s ministry.

Each “sct was provoked or stimu-
lated by a dlffcrcnt set of cnrcum-"'

stances.

study of the parables, ony must ex-,
amine them in their. proper chrong-
logical sequence and lhistorical
context. - '
- -
The Galilean Parables

Having grown up in Nazareth,

Jesus later moved to the town of.

Capernaum near the Sea (or lake)
- of Gulilee. He may well have owned
a home there. (For more informa-
tion about the life of Jesus, request
our free booklet entitled The Real

* Jesies.) It was in the province of Ga-.

- lilee that He worked -as a carpenter

following in the footsteps (ham-

mermarks?) of His tather Joseph.

This provides ‘the setting for the
tirst: group of parables, which may
.be called the “Galilean Parables.”
+This set of parables was gnvcn early
in Jesus' ministry.

“The same.day went Jesus out of
the house. and sat by the sea side

‘we progress.into this serws of artic "

*To really gain the mogt out of a -

*“Jesus was born in Bethlehem but
grew up in Nazareth far to the narth.
Later he moved to the town’ of

I - Capernaum in the province. of Gali-

e
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lee. The first set of parables were
. delivered from a ship just out from .
“"the shore on- the Sea:of Gahlea .

near Capernaum .
i Map by Rantiall Cala

[Sea of Galilée]. And. great multi- .
- tudes were gathered together unto

him, so that he went into a ship, and

sat; and the whole multitude stood.
_ on-the shore. And he spake mcmy

things unto them in parables
(Matt. 13:1-3).

Here we have. the setling: Jesus ©
was sitting in a small boat (probably
a_fishing vessel) near the shore of
the freshwater lake of Galilee. A

large crowd was standing on the .

gently sloping hillside. which
blended into the calm and bcaumul

‘lake,

This sefting provided a natural
amphitheater. The boat functioned .
s a speaker’s platform or stage; and
His voice was carried across and re-
flected by the waler to the shore,
Where the people were standing.
The sloped sides of the likeshore
provided a natural acoustical “back-
drop” for the audience. In short, the
speaking conditions as found in na-
ture were as nearly ideal as possible

- 8ix Parables to the -
) People

This first set consisted of a total of ~
ten.parables. The first six of these
are addressed to the people. The re-
~ maining four were exclusively, /or the

dmhples :
- Remember, the account of Jesus’

ministry is given in four different .-

hiographi‘cal books, called “Gos-
pels.” : :
To gain a truly wmprchcnswc
picture of all of Jesus’ parables, each
of these accounts must be carefully:
.compared. '(_Thc best  comparison
tool- now available is probably A
Harmony of the. Gospels for Students
of the Life of Christ by A. T. Robert-
son and published by Harper and
Row.) The first three Gospels (Mat-

. thew. Mark and Luke) are called

“Synoptics.” That is, they are all
thought to have basically originated
from a common source - the Gos-
pel of Mark.

" in the days before electronic ampli- - Each writer, though mspu-ed by
- fication. (Continued on page 32)




An insidious battle is being waged
for ths control of your mind. -
Powverful forces are being mar-
shaled in a plot to destroy

you. Unless you are on your
guard, chances are you are

already capitulating. But it’s |

a conflict you can't :
atlord to lose!

by Charles F. Hunting

T HAS been called one of the
most shocking., stunnimg,
mind-bending films of our

time.

A vouth wrote telling me to he
sure not to miss this spectacle. He
said it would open my eyes to the
reality of the world in which we
live. 1t was the most powerful,
dramatic, emotion-twisting cine-
matic production he had wit-
nessed.

It was a box-office winner. Mil-
lions, worldwide, flocked to see
it.

I didn't see A Clockwork Or
ange. But did vou?

Gary Georgs Oun
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A British judge branded the
film as a dastardly, wretched pro-
duction. Twice in three weeks the
judge had dealt with cases con-
verning violence which were in-
spired by this film.

One case concerned a 16-vear-

old British vouth who, clad in
white overalls and shirt, boots and
bowler hat — just like a character
depicted in the film — had
taunted a vounger hov, kicked
him, knucked him from a bench
and then plunged leadlike hants
into his helpless victim's ribs until
he coughed blood!

The victim spent three days in

the hospital with badly bruised
ribs and a black eye. And he is
only one of several arsund the
globe who have suffered violence
inspired by this film. ;

Was the film wholly respon-
sible? No, because millions of ;
other viewers were not incited to °
such thuggery. It was anly a mi-+
nority, and there were probably
other factors too. i

But make no uistake about it:

* this movie reached deep dowa vto

every last human being who s.wv
it. and it had a powerful. lasting
effect.

If you saw that film — or if you
saw-The Last Tango in Paris, The
Exorcist, ar a host of other vio-

. lence-drenched or sex-saturaied

films — you helped fulfill a dra-
matic, chilling prophecy of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth.

Listen to there poignait words
of the carpenter of Galilee as He
looked down into our very day:
“And because iniquity shall
abound. ihe love of many shall
wax cold”’ (Matt. 24:12).

Never in history has the poten-
tial for the fulfillment of that sick-
ening. tragic prophecy been so
@reat as it in today.

The Apostle Paul echoed this
prophecy when he said: “'This
know also. that in the last days
pérdous times shall come. For '
men shall be lovers of ther own
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seives . ... without ngtural affec-
tion ...” (II Tim. 3:1-3). _
How often, in previous gcn_cl'm-

tions — and even in this very day! —

would a person witness the actual’

" committing of a‘murder? In the life-

time of the average man, how many
timgs would he see, béfore his very
eyes, the terror and brulalny of
rape?

. Chances are” most pcoplc woild
never-see these things — and if they .
- did, only extremely rarely in thnr
totality, with all the grisly, gme-

" some. ghastly. details,

But unlike any other genuratmn.
people in our day witness hundréds '
of vicious muggmgs. blood(.urdhng

knitings, and even the hurm{g -

bid. hysterical frenzy. of rape - all
“thanks™ to movies and televisiog,*

In the average American lifetirie,
a citizen will watch ten solid years.of
television programs. A pte-
kmdcrgar(cn child spends 64% of
his waking hours before the televi-
sion. By the time he attends klnd'br-
garten. he will have passcd mclre
time vicwing television than he vnll
spend in classes in his entire . fdur
years at a -university. At age fomr‘

- s teen, the typical television-walching

. Your Bible says it does!

Jicated plan to destroy mankind.'-

Amerwan child has witnessed the
“deaths” of some 18.000 human
beings! - 'i
Does it make any difference that
people today are soaleing up vndn-
ous vielence -and perversion on n
unprecedented scale? , '|

1
I
" A Bpttle for Your Mind |
There - exists a powerful being
whosc whole purpose is to obliter Lle
your .chances of ever sharing in { J

fathomless future that God holds
-out to human beings. °

Satan is pictured as a roaring lllwn '

- who stalks the earth “secking whim
‘he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). Thig is

- -his society — his world (11 Cor. 4 4)
It nbecn brilliantly mastermin od .
as part of a professional, wpﬂﬁ-

At the very inception gf

mﬁmhpnmpmlm
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human mind. He proposed _a- glam-

orous, tantalizing, exciting alterna-
‘tive to Gad's way. He ‘capluted
Eve’s imagination!

The “forbidden fruit” looked SO
attractive, so appetizing. It appealed
to her vanity — as something that*

would make her wise (Gen. 3:6). It
.was attractive-to the sight — it prom-

ised fulfillment of the senses. Yes,
the forbidden fruit seemed 5o~ good "~

to her natural mind.

And today Satan’s ‘world is ar- -
rayed with glittering, provocative,

arousing, sparkling, spicy substitutes

for the wholesome, pure, rewarding -

ways of God. = |
This socicty is geared 10 literally
inundate us with Satan’s influence.

.Satan ensures that ‘our minds are
continually saturated with filth and-

violence througli the media — over

_ which he broadcasts his mind-bend-
- ing message 1o the world. He has’b

- seen 1o it that iniquity abounds in
this last gencration!”

.

Bombirded by a Wretched _

Environment -

* Just how powerful is tlafed of

this continual broadcastygfto the
human mind? How former Presi-
“dent Nasser of Egypt dealt with so-
cial taboos in his nation gives us an
indication of Satan’s abnhty o sway

" minds.

" +When Nassc_r came to power the
upper classes were revered by the
‘common people. Rgspect and- fear

for the hicrarchy was soingrained in .~

the lower strata of Egyptian society
that "gven expoaing the perverted

sexual habits of the upper classes -

. before the public did litde 10 change
things.
% So Nagsser used subtie means to

smash “the _image oLlhe ruling -

‘dasses.

He created films and television

lays which depicted lower-class
ple nsing up for their rights and
f striking down landlords. “Sceénes of
thiy sort in local theaters,”

Miles Copeland in 'his book The

. Game of Nations'(New York: Simon *

ud Sehuuu. IM, p. 12.5). “u lm

mob ...

" 10 him!

" lence,

writes o
" .openly. - display female- (nn _

: brbﬁgixl- sﬁockcd disapbrovai. but

. the crowds soygn got used to them.
Now, lhe:;y?‘;d sight-of a warkman

ainst his boss or a
. throwing stones at-a former_
landlord bnngs loud cheers, from '

rising

_ the audience. .

- So powerful is the mass medjg
that an entire nation’s attitude was +
altered by subtle bombardment,

And their ‘change in”attitude” pei-~"
fectly parallels the reversal in moral
. standards which has taken place in,
estern society in less than one ..
" generation - a change also effecied -
- by films, television and literature..

" Satan has transformed the think-
ing of most of society toward sex
and- violence.

And he knows that by wmmuul

_ subtle bombardment from this so-

ciety he can alter your attitude
producing in you a near-total cul-
lousness toward other human .

o bcmgs'

Satan has mhltratcd cvery facet

- of our entertainment, customs,’ mu-
sic, literature and style of dress. We . -

arc living in a veritable ces.rpaul‘

-And too many of us are. A\uuallx
- wallowing:in it!

The 50th Is St .
Subtle

Violence and sex' — these are the. )

_ big drawing cards of our day.

We revel in pnzcﬂghu One ash-| -
beats out lhc brains of another. and
we {ove 1t."We sit entranced befure
the television set shouting: “Gave it
e him apan!”

We want yiolence in vur football.
Gary Pettigrew of the Philadelphia
Eagles says of football: “\Love of vio-
the dedication 1& violence,
that’s what the' game 15 about.”

Pick up virtually any magazine o1’
newspaper and what do you find? A

“blatapt display of female gnatomy
‘Advertising men know- thd altrac- -
- tion; they know the pull ‘And o

does ‘Satan.
The books at the Iocll‘ st

uulc)bodmnntll
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ldultery. or other pervemons are ally o

intriguingly interwoven in the ‘sto

- to subtly infiltrate -an adventure,-a -
-western, 2 tra
‘harmless-appearing episode.

.~ Even’ national newspapers, sup-”
. posedly reporiing “news,” use every
*»-opportunity to peddic the graphic

ue or some other

details ‘of under-the-counter events.

They put forth an unbelievable de:’

luge Of semiporr jzgraphy. which we

“néws.’

We wallow in 1hc‘!nsly da(alls of ”

the lutest murder-as they are spelled
out for us in the blaring headlines of

our morning newspapers. And -if .
_(hcu > sex woven into ll ns even

maore mlrlgumg

You don't hdvc tb scck pomogra- §

phy today. It's blasted at you in a

publi.un television, at the cinema,
and 1 pewspapers. rZugaum.s and
huok~  This continual “sexploi-
tation”” has made what seemed’ dar-
iy .« lew short years ago. scem
uunumnpldtc today.

Why Love Wno‘ COM

What is all of this doing to the
human mind? .

In our technological era, it's not
dithcult to expose your mind to
cvery major problem and every

“torm ol tilth an the world.

You can watch children starving
in_Bialia, fistfights and'even mur-

* ders over gasoline, or bombings in
Northern Treland You can in.

umatcly come to know the terrible

. 1esults of smoking as. you see human

beings dying of cancer or hean dis-
easc. You can see mmd-shoéklng
documentaries on sutomobile acci-
dents. warfire. or famine.

- Sex crimes, murders. muggings —

_ all arc perpetrated in living color

right vn’ television in your own
bome You cun have all of the prob-

lems of the world at.your ﬂn;emps .
'~ ‘without movm; fmn your srm--

chair.

. But ullol‘dmllnmwdow;’
effect- upon the mind. Writes Allea -

hsh because it’ s

: . the money. someho
. thousand different ways. The ven- .
dois of' sex seream their wares at the.

Johnson, Jr..-in The National Ob-,

. serer: *1 wirn on my television set
and scc a picture of swrving chil-

dren in Biafra. | sec their skinny
‘arms, emaciated features, and path-

etic little pot bellies. My heart goes

out to this image. Emotionally, the
children of Bidfra become my chil-
dren. A kind of wosld tribalism

. takes place. A glonous ‘experience
“on'the surface, but let's eumme “this

more closely. - ; _

“When my sympdlhtea .are ex-
tended to the image on my screen, |
‘can’t follow up on what my ‘emo--

tions demand:, 1 can’t run over and

seomfort my television setand give it

oa bottle of milk Ioansend money 10
- ‘some organization thut may or muy

" not get- ‘fuud to Biatra, butif | send
. tomorrow

images back o the sgteen.
“S0 at ‘hist 1l am Senstticed by the
.image of the Biatran children “und |

see the samc image nighi after
night. | have the choice of becomyng .

calloused o1 frustrated A dchuma-
nizing process takes place

Through the mass media, Sutan
has been uble o destroy the natural.

~ humaggemouons of compassion and
concern  We watch thousands ot .

people dic oni our teles 1wion scréens
~ untl we becorne 50 Calloysed that

- real-lite inedents ot violense be
come meamngless. sl shock
soon icpluced by upuihy.

~ - Woian become s aturated wath
sex thiough Rlms of half-naked budies
pictured in magusincs and newspa-

pets that st become- virtualhy impos-

sible for us 10 c\perience & - true
romaniic relationship in marriage. -

A detective uuuugnlmg & pur-
nography caseagn. London & shogt
while ago had td request that Scot-
land Yard ke him ot the case. In
Iys lesumony in wurt. the detecting

\ipd that having-to sit through. thnny_

- films. conmected with the cuse made
him lose interest in sexual rolation- -
" shipe:with his wife. "1 was surprised | -
declined.” he

iowmymn
said. -
Yolmllnuawvhnuw-

‘night there’ ure the sime staiving




Comtinged

ual experienges Yo bombard their
minds, never comprehending that
this is a direct cause of lack of ful-
fillment in marriage and a root
cause of divorce.

A Chilling w.myn'g

. Louking down into our day, Jesus
Christ . adurSnished: “Remember

.

Lovs wife” (Luke 17:32).

Twa total strangers -~ angels —

_came wnto a part of the society in

~ which Lot lived. The perverts saw a
chance for a new sex thrill. “Bring

- . them out so that we can sexually

assault them!” they cried (see Gen.
19:1°5). :
« In desperation Lot offered thc
-‘mob an alternative: he was willing
to give his virgin daughters to them. .
But 50 degenerate were these men,
that they got no kick out of women
(verses 8-9). ,
The Bible records that Lot was a
righteous man (Il Pet. 2:7-8). He
" was seeking to follow God's way.
Yet. without being aware of it. hg
and his family -had become deeply -
affected by the surrouriding society.
- Lot’s wife had scen her husband¢
fake their own daughters and offer
them to a pack of degenerates. She
had secn the aggressive viciousness®
of that perverted society. Wouldn't
you think that she would wan(,w gcl ’
out ol u? .~
But. no! Her mind had become so
conduoned 10 that way of life that
she lovked back on it with longing.
When Lot tried to warn his chil-
dren, they reacted like many of ours
would "today. They had been ex-
posgd 10 the filth and violence of
society too long to really grasp how
bad it was. “God deslroy this world?
Come on, dad, you're kidding,” they
) .probahly toldghcir father (sce Gen.
_19:14). Somchow thewr ‘world just .
didn't seem all that bad.
Take a look at what has occurred
-im our society in the past generation.

" If you could go back in time fiftcen,

, twenty, eveén thirty. or forty yun
vouldyouleeuy erence in 30-
- cigy? . if 9ou"lﬂ/:\:: back then.

uwmmam 18
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" Prophet 1lsaiah:
* the devouring fire?. . .

Crighily .
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this modern age, you would be
dumbfounded! You would know
that this is a depraved socicty. But it

. just doesn't scem all that bad, living

in it day by day, does it? -

That’s the way it seemed to Lot's

wife. And Christ warns us today to
remember what becamg of her.
<
" Control Your Environment- N
Tpe influences are subtle. You are.
walching television. You can almost
sense 4 questionable scene coming
up. What do you do? ~
Probably you leave it on. You
leave your mind, and the minds of
those in your family. open to just a,
little more of the filth of Satan’s
world. Or maybe you Jusufy watchy
ing it. under. the -guise of scemg
what is gmng on in the world.
" This is the opening. wedge of
Satan's trip.
. Do you allow yourself the luxury
of viewing fornication-filled films

‘without staging a walkout of pro-

test? Do you stay there and see the
film through when the bare bodles
begin o appear?

I've had people teil chhal a film
was pretty good. so long as you
don’t worry oo mutch about a
couple of sex scenes and a little bit
of off-color language! People have
even recommended “‘beautiful”
films - baled on sex sriangles.

There may be much beautiful sce-
nery in the film — and"a gripping
story. Satan- may well have cn?x
neered it that way. Perhdps 99%
film is clean, wholesome and just
interesung enough to communicate
a single defiling experience.

Be honest with yourself. Ypu.

know that inadverient exposure to

an unscemly cpisode often takes

days to dislodge from your mind.
Remember the w8tds of the

shall dwell with [be unharmed by]

eth righleomly' and speaketh Qp-

.that " stoppeth his ecars

from hoariag of blood, and shurserh

- his c)u/mn m‘nﬂ"(la. N
>

.

;‘»b_"_: T ¥ . ’ :
'.'" . w\g“‘\' ,'.'nh; AR . vl ‘

2 e

- . posure of

“Who among us .

He that walk-

‘Another wedge we should be”
wary of is filthy jokes. If you joke in
an obscene manner aboui what God -

~ cqnsiders to be very holy — the iny

timate marriage relationship — it -
will soon become cheap and vulgar
in your eyes.

filth, y

-wavelength. The Apos_lle Raul -
strongly cautioned Christians about
foolish talking. dnd Jestmg in Eph-

esians 5:4.

,And what about your children?
Do you expose their minds to vio-
lence and weird thinking through
the wrong kind. of tomic books,
magazines qr television programs?
Do. you allo Satan to use a broad
funnel in-pouring his concepts into
‘their yoyng minds?

. Take Positive Action

“How can you wage effective wag-
‘fare in this battle for your miad?
Here’s the answer: “... Be sirong

" in the Lord, and in the powcr.ol his

might. Put on’;the whéle armour of
God, that ye may be able to stund
‘against the wiles of the devxl" (Eph.s-
6:10, 11). toe
If you don't arm yoursc]f with the

. power of God, Satan will win the
_ battle. If you dom’t control your

mind by actively lhi'nkingQu,:lhu,sc
things which are -pure, lo%ely, of .
good report, honest, just and virtu- -
ous (Phil. 4:8 Satan will inﬂucncc
it,

"You need to become empowucd
. by God's Spirit so that you can ac-
tively put your mind on positive
subjec.ts which will fill the vacuum
Sataa ‘is compsting mightily to gll.

In the concluding article, we'll

* show you how to arm your mind

with God’s power. Iri the meantune,
write for our free booklet Just What
Do You Mean — The Unpardonable
Sir?4t will show you the urgency of
winning this battle.

- Begin now to fight the battle that
is raging for the Pl of your
mind — and o wml '




How many professing (‘hristianj
really know what the Bible sayy
‘about the resurrections?

Most Christians who profess to
belicve in the resurrection think the
*“just” and the “unjust” will all. be
raised to life at the same time -
cither to be rewarded or punished.

Somg, however, belicve the Bible
teaches there will be two resurrce-
tions:

But how many (hnstmns know
that according to God’s master plan

" there will actually be three resurree

tions -- not just one or two?

. = In previous articles in‘this scries,

we have seen that the first resurrec-
tion will take place at the second
coming cf Jesus Christ and will in-
clude only the “just,” who will
raised to lifg, and clothed with 1

.. ~
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turn ({ Thess. 4:13-17) wnll ‘theh be
given charge of this carth — ruling

with Christ for one thousand years. |

.“And I saw thrones, and 1hcy sat

. upon.them, and judgment was given

unto_them: and I saw the souls of
themr that were Wed. ..and
they lived [again] and reigned with
Christ a thou:,.md ‘years” (Rev.
20:4).

lho_sc who take part in- this resur-

* rection are greatly blessed by being

privileged to tuke part in the “first
resurrection™ (vegse 5).

“Blessed and holy is he that hath
partin the first resurrec tion. on such
the second death ha /&. h,)o powcr but
they shall be pri#sts of God and of

# Christ, and 5hd“ reign with him a

thousand years™ (verse 6). -
When do the rcmamdt.r of the

mortality at that time (] Thess. 4: I3~ dead risc? “But the ress of the dead

27

THE
THIRD -
BESIIRREGTION

BN °
&

The first resurrection will be

to. eternal life. The second
resurrection will be for the

- s _18; 1 Cor. 15:53). slived not again antil the thousand p”’posa Ofg"”"g those who
We also saw clear biblical proof years were finishowd™ (verse §). d’.e‘_j "_’ spiritual blindness
that after Christ’s once-thousand- This verse plainly shows that t’_’e” first ghance for salva-
year rule God .will resurrect those  others are 10 be resurrected oge tion. Why must there be a
who in past ages died in sin and ., thousand years later. third resurrection? Who, will
ignorance, but who (through no In last month’s installment take part in 't?
fault of their own) never had a + ‘Scribing the “second” resurrection. - -
chance for salvation -- in many cases ~ we saw that verses 11-12 (of Revela- .
never heard of Jesus Christ or saw a tian 20) describe a woming resurrec- >
Bible in their cgtirc lives. Or if they - tion and judgment of that portion of . .
! did hear or scé. they were spiritually  the “rest of” the dead™ who never =
blinded (sce Rom. 11:7). had their chance for salvatuon. Verse,
, These deceived billions” did not  "12 reads: “And 1 saw the dead, small
. : ask to be born into a.world of igno- .md(g,L al.”stand before God; and ’
‘rance and supenstition; and ince,  the Dooks [Greek: biblos, bouks: of
“God is not willing.that any should _ the Bible] were opened:*and another
perish.” it is His responsibility to see  book was 'opcned, which is the book
' - that they are ruised up and given a  of life . . ' .
. knowledge of the truth (II Pet. 3:9; When lhcsc billions “are resur- hd
. I Tim. 2:4-6). rutcd God will open up the Bible ~
’ : - . lo thewr undenstanding. They will be -
T he twentieth L‘plcr of Revela-~  given their first real chance to re-
¥ tion clearly speaks of three res-  pent, accept Chnst as their Saviour - -
i urrechions, . . and feceive His _preciouy Holy
; . After mentioning the second com-  Spint. Their names will” then be
ing ot Christ (Rev. 19:11-12), the . written in the book of life. 4
» Apostle John writes that a mighty Now consider verse 13: “And gie
. angel will bind the devil and cast  sea gave up the dead which were in | '
. 4 him into an-ahyss, where he will be  it; and death and hell |Greek: hages. | N
fmuhh o deceive ‘the nations for grave] delivered up the dead which .
one thousand years (Rev. 20:1-3). were in them: and they were judged
’, But_what happens |m|m.d|auly every man aecording to their w
after this? The saints who have ®n . works. " - '
caught up to meet Christ at Hls re- Here is pictured another resurrec- by Raymond F McNaif
" ". 1
4. ~rr o .
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E' I : - - % . . (-] —— -

.
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tion period. Who are ‘these dead?
What resurrection is this? :

Notice that there is no statement
that the “book of life” is opened up
A0 them. Why is the “book of life”
not “opened” in conneltion with
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ing it into the final Gehenna (see
11 Peter 3:10). - '

But what is the truth of this

. parable? The rich man iy raised up

out of his grave at the very end of

the plan of God for humanity on

od is NOT in any sense a sadist.
He .is “not willing that any
should perish, but that all should
come to repentance” (I1 Pet. 3:9; cf.,
1 Tim. 2:4). But to those who refuse
His mercy. He is a God of justice

those who rise up in this final resur-  earth. He has had no knowledge of  and judgment (Heb. 10:29-31). He
rection? -Simply because they must  thc passing of timc — “thc dead  wants those who leave Him with no
° ¥ have already had their chance for  Khow not anything” (Eccl. 9:5). The ,  alternative but to put them to death - *
salvation — and have rejected it! - *rich man” thought that his broth- , for eternity to know what He ear-
& ‘God is not willing$hat any perish,  ers were still alive (Luke, 16:27,28 —  nestly desired and wished them -to
yet it & not His will to force the  but other scriptures reveal they, too, achieve. . >
truth on anyone. He will not force -had dicd). So God is going to compel the
-~ salvation down anyone’s throat. ~ He now realized that he had: incorrigibly wicked to sec Abraham,
God offers salvation freely to all  missed the boat: he had missed out  Isaac, Jacob and all the prophets in
those who will receive dt (Acts 2:21).  on receiving salvation. There is now - the Kingdom of God before they are
. And He has made every man a free  “a greal gulf.fixed”. (verse 26) be- eternally put to death (sce Lukc
moral agent — with the power of  tween himi and those who are With  13:28; 16:23).
volition, the power to choose. Those  Abraham in the Kingdom of God. Since God made man a free
’ who do not voluntarily accept God’s It is now impossible for anyone to  moral agent with the power of voli-
offer and follow that way of life nec-  pass cither way through this great  tion, man must choose. God will in- -
essary to receive life eternal will not gulf: impossible for those who are sist that each human choose cither |
b receive it . immortal to become mortal; impos-  His way or the devil's way, cither
Those who will come up in this sible for the mortal ones to receive,  (ife or death (Deut. 30:19). But God
fthird resurrection are the in-  immortality. \vm not force any man to receive
corrigibly wicked. They are the last Jesus said: “Strive~to enter in at  eternal life, nor will he arbitrarily
human beings to be resurrected  the strait gate: for many, I say unto consign anyone to death. All must
. from their graves § from “the sea”  you, will seck to enter in [the King- choose, and reap the consequences
(where they mayphave perished in  dom of God}, and shall not be able” . of that choice. . :
their first lifc), from death (without ° (Luki 13:24). Continuing with the’ What will happen if a person |
burial in their first life), or from  context, Jesus then goes on to pic- _ chooses the way of sin and suffer- g
“hell” (a hole or grave in the  ture Himself as Ot who refuses to  ing? “For the wages [reward] of sin &g o
_ ground). ] ' answer the knock of incorrigible sin- death; but the gift of God is cterndigh
~ These miserable béings will be ners who have previously r@'e&'cd life through Jesus Christ our Lord’
sentenced by God - and’ executed: salvation (as shown by other scrip-  (Rom. 6:23).
“And death and hell were cast into tures). I\ verse 28 He says: “There But the Bible speaks of two
the luke of fire. This is the second - shall be eeping and gnashing of - deaths: first and second. *... It is
death \And whosoever was not  teeth, when ye shall sce Abraham,  appointed unto men ence (o die, but ~
y foundwbéok of life was  and lIsaac, and Jacob, and all the - after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). !
> castinto the la fire” (verses 14,  prophcts, in, the kingdom of God, From the time of rightcous Abel
15). Lamentably, none who will be,  and you yourselves [incorrigible sin-  tdl this very day. even nghteous
resurrected in this regurrection will ners| thrust out [not able to enter the humans have had to suffer the first
have their names in the Lamb’s Kingdom].™ s death. But it is the second déath that
‘book of life. Therefore they will all When the time for the third resur- s fipal ~ not the first (Rev. 20:14.
perish! rection arrives, everyone will have Ia). :
had his chance. Everyone’s ultimate ) _
- T his resurrection (which will re- destiny will have then been “fixed” “ otice how the Apostle Peter
sult in the second-death) is viv- cternally. It will be forever too late _wrote that the wicked will per-
idly described in Luke’s Gospel. A for anyone who - afier receiving his  ish in the lake of fire — which will
certain heartless *‘rich than™ is res- chance for salvation - sinned will-  occur at the time when the earth is
urrected to a horrible-fate. “And in _ fully, thereby rejecting cternal life. burned up and then made into a
. hell [Gireek: hades, grave] he lift up ~ Those who rejected God and His  new earth. where the righteous will
his cyes, being in torments . . .. [{And way must then recap the con- dwell forevermore:
he said,] 1 am tormented in this sequences of that decision — the sec- “But the heavens and the caril,
flame” (Luke 16:23-24). * ond death, from which there will be  which arc now, by the same word
The wicked will all be cremated  no resurrection. How awfull How  are kept in store, reserved unto fire’
when God burns up the carth, tum-  tragic! : against the day of judgment and
' .
! .
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: perdmon of ungodly men” (Il Pet."

3:7).

God has dccreed that He will not
let this earth be destroyed until His
great master plan for mankind on
this earth is finished.

~This time of the destruction of the-

wicked is explained more fully by
Peter: “But the dayafthe Lord will

come as a thief in the night; in the .

which the heavens shall pass away
with a great noise, and the elements
shall.melt with fervent heat, the
earth also and. the works that are
therein shall be burned up’ (vcrse
10).

“Furthermore, “all these things

shall be dissolved” (verse 11) at the .

time of the perdition unihilation)
of the ungodly — dUri:gkfRQime of
“the day of God, wherein the heav-
ens_being on fire shall be dissolved,
and the clements shall melt with fer-
veni heat” (verse 12).

What then? After the perdition
(second death) of the wncked God
will make “new hcavens and a new
earth, wherein dwelleth [only] ngh-
teousness” (verse 13).

The Apostle John, after describ-
ing the destruction of the wicked
(Rev. 20:13-15), |mmedlatel'y men-
tions ."a new heaven and a new
earth” (Rev. 21:1). He then gives a
glowing account of the peace, hap-
piness, beauty and glory that will
charactegize this new earth.

~ John was taken in vision to a’
“great and high mountain,” where
he was able to view “that great city,
the holy Jerusalem, descending out
of heaven from God, having the
gloty of God...” (verse 10).

Notice that this indescribably
beautiful city is not up in heaven,
but is to be located right here on
this earth. Again, the Apostle John
speaks of the “‘new Jerusalem,
which cometh down ouy, of heaven
from my God .. " (Re\l 3:12). .

" Nowhere in the Bible is there a
promise that man will” at death,
wafl off to heaven. Rather, the
Scriptures .pl'ainly teach that the
new Jerusalem will come down from
heaven to this carth. Man will not
80°up to heaven to dwell with God;

GOOD NEWS May 1974

but God will come to this earth to
dwell with men: -“... Behold, the
tabernacle of God is with men, and
he will dwell with them, and they
shall be his people, and God himself
shall be with them, and be their
God” (Rev. 21:3).

The Bible is consistent. Jesus

" Christ plainly taught that man

would eternally dwell here on this
earth when He said: “Blessed arc
the meek: for they shall inherit the

‘earth” (Matt. 5:5).

And David wrote: “But the meek

. shall inherit the earth; and shall

delight themselves in the abundance
of peace” (Ps. 37:9, 11).

But will man only inherit this

carth during the millennium, and
then go to heaven? “The righteous
shall inherit the land, and dwell
therein for ever” (verse 29).
* What will happen to the wicked?
Witl thcy as some say spend ‘a
while in hell ‘(or in some other
place) suffeting for their sips,-and
‘then be taken to heaves to live for-
ever?

long ago, the P/phet Daniel
spoke of the wicked who would
“awake” in a resurrection “to shame
and everlasting contempt [or abhor-
rence]” (Dan. 12:2). .
Malachi -also spoke of the end of
these wretched beings whe spurned
eternal life: “For, behold, the day
“cometh, that shall burn as an oven;
and afl the proud. yea, and all that

do wickedly, shall be stubble: and

the day that cometh shall burn them
up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it

shall leave them neither root nor

branch™ (Mal. 4:1).

What about the righteous?. thrc
will they be? -

Daniel said the righteous would
“awake . .. 10 everlasting Jife” (Dan.
12:2). T hcy will then become glori-
fied sons of God - living, serving

their Creator eternally: “And they.

that be wise shall shinc as the
brighiness of the firmament; and
they that tumn many to righteous-

ness as the siars for cver and ever”

(verse 3).

The righteous will then be made .

“He that o‘varcome\'c shall

inhegit -all things; any | will
be his God, and he sha

my son. But the fearful, and

unbelieving, and the abomi-
nable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcer-
ers,' and idolaters, and all

liars, shall have thsir,part in .

the lake which burneth \with

" fire and brimstone: w/uch is

the second death.

" Rev. 21_.-7, 8

o,
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immortal. But in the third and final
resurrection, the wicked Wwill be
made to see that they have stoffed
at God's priceless offer for salvation.
As a punishment, and as an eternal
- example, they will be annihilated in
. the “second death.”” )

The Prophet Malachi wrote of
this triumph of the righteous over
- the wicked: “And ye [the righteous)
shall tread down the wicked: for
they shall be ashes under the soles
_of your ‘feet -7 (Mal. 4:3).

“ an’s destiny is so great and glo-
rious that few Christians have
ever.really grusped it. God, through -
His- Word. repeatedly speaks of -

humarly;becoming sons in the very

family of God.
Even God's angels are servants of
these heirs of divine sonship: “Are”

they fangels] not all ministering <

spirits, sent’ forth to minister for
them who shall be heirs of salva-
tion?™" (Heb. 1:14.)

Rcalizing the ‘thigh callmg
which God has given us, the Aposte
Paul wrote that Christians should

SIVL the more earnest heed to the
things whuh we have heard. lest at.
any ume we should let them slip™
(Heb. 2:1).

- He then askad: “How shall we

© escape, if we m-g(eu so great salva-
tion...7" (Verse 3)

Thc book of Hebrews is filled
with warnings to the believer not to
get careless and lose out on eternal
salvation.

Paul warns Christians not to let a
“root of bitterness™ trouble and/or
defile them (Heb. 12:15). -

But the siernest warning in the
entire Bibie is in the tenth chapter
of Hebrews: ““For if we sin wilfully
[with deliberate intent] after that we
have received the knowledge of the
truth, theré remaineth no more sac-
rifice for. sins. but a certain fearful
looking for of judgment and fiery
indignation, Wthh shall devour the
adversaries” (Heb. 10:26. 27).

The Apostle Payl then speaks of

“the scvere (“sqrer™) punishment
which will befall that wicked person
“who hath trodden under foot the

-

[ ——4 5
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Son of God, and hath counted the . -

blood of the covenant, wherewith he ~

was sanctified, an unholy thing, and
hath done despite unto thc Splm of

. grace”.(verse 29)..

“Truly, “1t is a fearful thing to fall
into the hands of the lwmg God”
(verse 31)..

[Editor’s note: erlful sin is NOT

to -be cquatcd with sin by’ force of
habit “or under heavy temptation.
“Slipping,” gn_dkmg mistakes, or oc-
casionally falling down spiritually

do not constitute willful sin. A thor- .
ough exposition of this principle *

may be obtained by ‘writing for our
frec booklets What Do You Mean —
the Unpardonable Sin? and Just
What Do\You Mean... Con-

won?|
1\\( can a trie believer draw back

and be eternally deStroyed? “Now

5

the just shall hvcby faith: but if any
man draw back, my soul shall have *

no picasure in him. But we are noy -.

of them. who' draw back\unto. per-
diton [dcatruunon] butof them that
Beheve -0 the' savmg of the soul”
(verses 38, 39). . )

We have seen «bat God is “not
willing that any should}xruh Fur-
thermore, God has™orduined that

there will be three resurrections: the

first, W immortality at the second
coming of Jesus — immediately be-
fore the millennium begins.

The second is 10 take place shortly
after ihe thousand-year rule of
Chnist: Those who rise in the second
resurrection comprise all - the  de-
ceived multitudes who died without

-a saving knowledge of the truth.

The third resurrection occurs at
the very end of God's plan for mor-
tal man on this earth. Those who
risc up in the third and final resur-
rection are those who had their
chance for salvation and deliber-
ately turndd it down. God will be

forced to extinguish the lives of

those who have obstinately chosen

.the way of death! Remember, God

will not force etetnal life down any-
one's tRroat.

Now you should be better able to
understand what the Apostic Paul

Ve

‘meant by an

. that _overcometh

-
.

“order” of resurrec-
tions (I Cor. 15:23). He simply
.meant that there would he A succes-

sion of resurrections, vatious ones.

rising at different times for different
judgments.

Lct us remémber that our Creator

is a benevolent. loving Gogd wha
wants to do cvcrylhihg possibl&for _

mankind. “The Lord is merciful a

gracious, slow to angcr and
plentcous.sin mercy. ... Like as‘a
father piticth his gluldrcn, so the
Lord piticth them that fear hun

. (Ps. 103:8. 13).

~ Those who know the truth should
strive with zll their might to be in

the first resurrection, the resurrec- -

tion to eternal life, the “better resur-
rection™ (Heb. 11:35).

But those who are not prcdcstimd
by God to receive lhc savmg knowl-
edge of the truth now, will rise up in
the second resurrection. They will
then be given their first real chance
to be saved.

But those who reject that knowl-

regardless of the age in which they

. were given the knowledge of the!

truth — will rise in the rthird and
final resurrection, which will culmi-
nate in the “second death” in the

~ lake of fire.

But lhé believer has a wondcrlul
cierndl future ahiead of him. “He
shall inherit . all
things; and I will be his God, and he
shall be my son. But the feartul, and
unbelicving, and the abominable,
and murderers, and whoremongers.
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all
liars, shall have their part in the luke
which burnelir with fire and brim-
stone: whu.h is the mond death™
(Rev. 21:7, B).

Your eternal destiny '~ your fu--

ture — is up to you! You can chouse
the way of God and cternal life. or
you can choose Satan’s way of lust,
greed, strife and Sin
lead to-tdfal perdition - to the “sec-
ond death” in a lake of fire.

Let cach one of us make surc that
we make the rig.hr choice. . = O

- edge and that way.to eternal life -

-

which will *
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- (Continued from page 7)

i As it was in the first century — in
the days of the -griginal apostles,
when the Church was MULTIPLYING

" itself in membership (Acts 6:1) — so-

is it destined to be Now!
Before Jesus answered His dis-
 ciples as to WHEN the END of the age
and His return would come, He
warned ‘them against FARSE MINIS-
fes, ,deceiving the many. If pos-
sible, He said, .they. would deceive

the VERY ELECT — You in God’s |

Church. - _
- As the Apostle Paul warned the
elders at Ephesus: “For I know this,
- that ... grievous wolves shall enter
in among you, not sparing the flock.
: Mﬁ YOUR OWN SELVE [the ministers
in God’s Church] shall men arise,
speaking perverse things. to draw
away disciples after them. Therefore

WATCH ...”"! (Acts 20:29-31.)
Brc!hrcn could this BE God's true
Church; and such things not happen
to us? This sort of thing DID HAPPEN
to God’s TRUE CHURCH in the very

first century. They only PROVE this is .

Gob's huuh which 'He is UsING
and blegp
Satan deceives even some from
within' us. They pwill falsely accuse.
They will misLEaD with fake doc-

- trines which they will palm off as-

. TRUTH!

As in. the -days of the Apostle
John, “They went out from us, but
they were not of us; for if they had
been of us, they would no doubt
have continued with us: but they
went out, that they might be made
manitest that they were not all of
us” (I John 2:19). ]

Among the false tecachers accus-
ing and trying to mislead the
Church as Satan's ministers, de-
scribed in the cleventh chapter of
11, Corinthians, were “FALSE BRETH-
REN." ~

Dear brethren, this could not e
God’s true Church, through which
HE is carrying on His TRUE WORK,
unless Satan managed to inject
some such in Giod’s Church TODAY.
Much of the New Testament is

WARNING God's people of these

" PABE -

g! But SATAN IS ANGRY. .

. : : ’
snares of Satan to hinder — to at-
~
tempt to DESTROY the very Work of

.Gop — the very Work which is THE

REASON God has called you Now —

* before He undertakes to SAVE THE

, WHOLE WORLD!

The Fruits Prove It

Remember, Jesus taught us to

Loox' TO THE FRUITS BORNE!

hey who falsely accuse -
who seck to draw a following away
from (m?i's%burth for selfish pur:
pose -- proclaiming the Kingdom of |
God 1o the nations of the' world?
Are they fulfilling the Purpost for
which God has called us Now?
NONE but THIS VERY WORK of the
LIVING Gop is fulfilling that PuR-
bearing the FruUITS.

Finally, brethren. do you realize
hOW THANKFUL, GRATEFUL, HAPPY
and ju¥ruL you dnd 1 should be
that the mighty God looked down
from heaven and selected you and
me to be called to salvation Now,
before the time, that He might use:
us as His human instruments in
GEITING HIS MESSAGE TO THIS EN-
TIRE WORID - preparing THE WAY

for the coming of His KINGDOM on
earth to ND the nightmarish evils, -

agonies, sufferings, violence, wars
and injuslices on earth?

’

When 1 go before kings, presi-
dents, emperors, pnme ministers,
and the LEADERS Of many naions, |
go'and am received as AN AMBASSA-
DOR FOR WORLD PEACE. | go before
themnot only as Gop's reprmnta- .
tive, but also as YOURS.

I go in Satan's disfavor — in .
Satan's cyes and those he has de-
cgived into being used AGAINST the
Work _of the living God. with no -

“‘credibility. But in Gop's EvEs, and

in the eyes of the nations' leaders,
1 go with great FAVOR, THE HIGH-
EST CREDIBILITY, and in hngh
HONOR! v

) WhY were You called Now - in-
stead of later when God sets out to
save thc world? That you might
have the glory and honor of Your
PART with me UNDER THE LIVING
Chrisr in His WORk —-in getting
His MESSAGE of the Kingdom of

- God into all the world as a witness .

to all nations — just beforc THE END
Of this age!

THAT's the reason for thls World-
wide Church of God — for this
Work of God — the most SERIOUS —
the MOST IMPORTANT MISSION ON
EARTH IN 1900 YEARS!

Let’s put our hearts and fervent
PRAYERS into God’s Work as NEVER
BEFORE!
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(Contmued Jfrom page 21j
ic Creator God, wrote from a
S

mewhat different point of view. .
The Apostle John apparently wrote
" much later and did not sec the need

td include much of the material
written in the first three books.

- |For an accurate pncmre of this
first groupmg of parablcs it is best
td compare Matthew 13, Mark' 4
and Luke 8. In so doing. you will
notice that Mark includes two para-
bles in this first set which: are not
found in Matthew 13. ‘

is as follows:

1) The Parable of the Suuer
(Matt. 13:3-9)

"2) The Wheat and the Tares

W (Man 13:2430)

i 3) The Lamp linder the Bushel
. (Mark 4:21-25) -
. 4) The Grain of Musiard Seed -
. S(Matt. 13-31-3)
+1-8) The Kingdomgl. the Ieuvcn
: (Mgt 1333 7
6) The Seed Cust Into the Ground
" - (Mark 4 26-29)
¢ Thus represents the set of SIX para
blcs given tu the pmplr

“alithese things spake Jesus wni
the mulintude in parables. und with

out a parable spake he not unto
them. That 1t might be tulfiled
which was spoken by the prophet.
saying | will open my mouth in
Bparables "1 will utter- thugs which

have been kept secret from the '

toundation of the world” (Mail
13 3435

Lhe prophet \pokcn of 1y As.lph d
Levite and the leader of the sSingeis
i anvent hrael He wrote many
centunies carher I will open my
ipouth in o patable T will utter dark

savings of old”™ (Ps 78 2) So Jesus -

was actually fulfilling prophecy when
He spoke these parables
* The tust group of six parables was

* not explamed to the people at thal

ume But Jesus, in private. did per
sonall, explain ¢ach one to the dus
aples at 4 later ume

2 “Then Jesus sent the multitude
-

away,, and went into the house. and
his disciples came unto hum, saying,
Declare urfto us the. parable of the

The list of parables in the first set A
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tares of the field” (Matt. 13:36). (He

had already explained the parable ]

of the sower to them - verse 8).

The Remaining Four
Parables

After explaining the pirable of
the wheat and the tares to the dis-

ciples, Jesuy also gave them four ad--
* ditional parables. In each case the
explanation was self-evident. These
" last four parables in this first set
- were not given 1o the pepple in gen-

erul Thev may be histed as follows
Ty The Hidden Ireasure
(Matt 13 44) ‘
8) The Merchamt Neeking Pearls
(Matt- 11 45.46)
) The Net Cusi Inio the Sea
(Maut 13 47.M))
. 10) The Howseholder and Hiy
T'reusure
(Matt 11 52)
These parables were gn en as less
ons (o the disaples i pariicular
Jhm d:d not uhsgurc the meaming

Tin any wa\ Rather “He llustiated

same very important moral and

spintual lessons which. were aimed

directly at the disaiples
The Theme of the
First' Set
A wmmon theme runy throughout
these ten patables whether they. be

dddressed 1o the general pubhic o o -

the disaiples  They all reter to the
Kingdom of God Fach p.nmhli' D
designed to mouyate those’ who un
derstand to really wam and devire
the Kingdom  They, show how the
Kingdom will grow Hounsh and ul
tmately domunate the entire world
They demonstiate the need 10 seck
God's coming kingdom with every
tiber of vur bewygsy

Future articles i this senes’ will
explore in " detayl the maryclous

truths contained 1 this first set of

pulablc.\ Also eapounded and ex-

plarned will be the many deep -

truths: contatned g the remdining

S two groupings ol pd(}lhlt‘.\ gnen
- duning Jesus” thiee and one hall - ¢

year munstry He sure 1o wateh for

_these intormative articdes. I suc-

ceedurg 1ssues of ke Good News
agazine. . 0

i S

-} Josus said. "“This gospe! of the

kingdom shall be preached (and
published — Mark 13 10] 'm all

-} the world for & witness unto all

nations’”” (Matt. 24 14) et this
time, just before the end of this
8ge. A price must be paid tor this
“magazine, the Correspondence
Course, bookiets and other htera-

But how? Christ forbids us to
soll it to those who receive it:
“‘Freely yo have received. freely
.give, " said Jesus to His disciples

‘| whom He wes sending to pro-

claim His gospel ~It-is.more
-blessed to gin " He sad, ‘than
to receive’ (Acu 20°35).

God's wey is the way of love
—— and that 1s the way of giving.
God expects o:;c(:huld of Hia 10
give freewill erings and to
tithe, as His means of paying the

w. therefore, simply trust the
‘living Christ 10 stir the minds
&nd hearts of His_ followers to
Yive generously. thus paying the
ot of putting this precious goe-
pél truth in the hands of others.

" The faithful. tithe-paying

Jmiembers of the Worldwide

‘Chwireh of God snd our ever-
ng family of co-workers
give of their incomes thet

¢ meay give this precious goepel

: Qmw«-widomngnumlnrdf

o llvlng. dynemic Christ
Nlmul enables us to send you
Wis Good News: magezine with-
Mt charging o pricd. God's way

fight — the wey .m-- :
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. Update - . . .
T'have just finished reading **Update™ 1n
the December 1973 Good Newt regardm&
“What Issthe Worldwide ¢hurch of God?
Qur two buys arc away from home und I've
often wundered how their lives might have.
béen influenced | didn't have to wan too
“Jong 1o hear from one of them Our marned
son called trom Flonssant; Missours, and
during the conversation mennioned that two
of your representaiives had ¢alled on him
nndv his wife and that they.had attended 2
mecung He staicd they were ve?'
|

impressed. and sithough they still had. o

few questions. thes tclt they wcu-NS;r\ o

the truth than they hud cver Been |
Mn Jeanne |

ore

Reed City, Michigan -

Does Christmas Honor God?

I huve teceined two womes of The Good
News You dked it gach of the.pew sub-
scpbers would wiite vou teling how we
bked 1t 1 enjenved the one by Muchac)
Hesy “Does ¢ hintimas Honor Gond™” Wall
you please semd me the booklet Pagan
HuhLH artand s Holy Davs Bhh’T'm
SiXly vears oid and never knew Anvthing
aboul the tact thut there were huly duvs 10
be kept | sure would cnpoy ag arinde o
two on that subject in The 3....1 Aew
somelyne

Miv btthel P
Wace  lewas

We enjos The tood News  aithough the
arucle  Docs Chrnstmas Honor God™™
dutorbing What gs the Jiflerence it we
don 1 vclebrate € hrist's buth on the fght
day just s we remember His buth by gy
tog i unlornunates” . .

Mr and Miv John A
Spang Cieen Wisconwn

® Keud Deuteronomy 120V 4 again 1t was
quoted in the wrucle
Please Explain _.
tn reading the November 1973 sape ol
The Good News '|'icad v the hist para
gruph page 14 where ot states that wolume
vne number one ol Jhe Good Sews mags
LINC came vul 1N Spal ol INS] ay & private
church magasnine gog vnly to members of
The Worldwide ¢ huich of God Huwever
on the mside vover wca hiock of spuec
provaded tor “About Our Cover™ it states
that theie havegheen wner thiry vears ot
Goud News magasines Wall you explan
th” - : ’
Mr Jerry .
. Blackburn, Mussouhy

® Our musiake’ 4 fen carly mimeographed
3sues were publnhn} prior to Apu’ 1951

The Fourth Commandment
Thanks tor sending me The Ten (om
mandmenty I've vnly icad up w the fourth
commandment. but just that much made
me realize that the cymmandments are so
very much dchvu than just ten sentencey
,Aad afler reading the fourth command-
meant | felt a “shudder” within me § doan't
know what 1t s ¢ its meaning, but please

.
*

much .

“innes

com God

cdand He

- ~ , -
send_me a copy of Which Duy Is the ¢ hris-
tian Sabbath? 1)l be glad to have it

' L M. C L,
Perak, Malaysm

An Open Mind

. Famgan officer in the smerchapt navy and

" varcespondence piles up while | am away

from home. [ usually wnite to you fur a long
hist of booklcts and take them with me on
my next voyage [ can spend the time
(which waoild normally be spent with novel
after buring novel) dosag some worthwhile
study Lo bewomplrtels honest: | used to be
very “religroun” Lu; Ewis tirned off by the

" many churches they shhine ditterent doc-
clamnng thes tollow the same_man.

with the same wstiaction book  dnd yet
all manage o abiune thine instrgetions in
some wav.ot ather 3 oane sl not sure that
you aie nov qist anather dosydent sect

which savs that s |ighl However, when ! .

‘appredch v publivations with an upen
M Caid o epen Bible) | hoad that there
s very Hite dvan tand tauit with' When ¥ do
flad Lt gt Guers vou | frl dnntelligent
answer antoand of - Al well that 15 o mys-

fery ol Cond " 1adont twant nivstenes. | want ©

W undenstand You have restored ‘my fmith

i
Dupdee Scotland

A

. ’
® Yo e weing s the Bereany did (vee 4cts
171142 . .

Gospel Ottered Free

1 onad 4 toimdl iheodogical education
which i me vontused and dispuited You
have wiswereyd sonte o the gwesonme yJues
tons w g un peon wind oftupes begged.
and b myire at peace with imsselt than
betoie Fobacame anterested i vour work
hecause o did Dot ask me e juin any
thing o1 wewr a badge and the gospel was
oficied tice Wuh thanks w Giod please
decept iy wmall donauon .
Roland S |
Shigpsture. kngland

Answer to Prayer
P am « member of the toreign service of
ny county Dam g sers small guan it the
uthoe, and Pwas bewng hard pressed by the
people atunve me Things camie w0 « head
wheo o dovked ke | would be recalled
back home which of course means a very
bad 1ccord | cned wothe Almghty God
the tather ol afl meruies beard
me Al the ofheers pho wanted w0 starve
hath me and my fanidy were Upnsferred
awas from (he swnon The locally reciuied
stall all tesigned and o | am now at peace
with an assurance of staving i Creneva for
anviher two e thiee vears Fhiy wonderful
gt ot the Fadher | belicve wis due
prayer and the stcudlust pitt | and-the fam-
Uy made W God Tieceis ed this news barely
{wu weeka afler | had sent vou the money.
S K.,
Gicueva, Swizerland *

Ambassador College’ .

I have had the j‘onuna(: upportunity o

vit Ambasador College [Bricket Wood)

R READERS SAY

twice this year. and I cannot attempt to
. describe the peace and tranquility 1 experi-
enced on cuch occasion. The cordial wel-
come and the hospitality extended to my
companions and mysclf was so sincere; the
‘happiness radiated hy every member.of the
(‘oll)f;ge with whom we came into contact
was completely unaffected. | did express
my gratitude and thanks to- all concerned
during these visits. bug I would like o reite-
rate thuse same. sentiments in this letter for

, the magmificent work that you are achicy-
cwmg . -
S ' H. M.,

(Essex, Englind

Christianity an Oversimplification?
I feel that Chnstianity, as an answer ‘o
- the ‘world’s mani; prablems, is an over
simphfication What 1y reully needed »
“modernization” of the Christiun views and
policy as regards the many probiens tucing
the world chrsunully feel that the Chus-
“tian Church has lost. complete ouch wath
reality und will in the next S0 veurs tade
nto the background This “'lade yut™ will
ovcur despite the near 2,000 years of exn-
tence of the Church’ The Chumich stll
counts milhons of adherents. but how many
‘of these are actually genune adherents?
- T - Philippe A,
Hochdabl. Germany

'@ If you are tulking ubout the muinsiream of
professing Christiamity, we couldn’t ugree

Correspondence Courss
I have just finished reading I esson 11 of
your Correspondence Course. I like your .
vourse because it mukes seligion i really
vital part of Life, not some vyn\l;/v -washy,
‘every-Sunday - morming routme. When one
truly beheves n God. st becames a way of
bfe. not just a hubit Through yeur lessons |
have lcurned the truth about many things
concerning hife, and I tound a few of them
hard w swallow at first Bul because it was
the truth, one must eventually come w. ac-
cept it : .
: Stephunic B,
, . New Zcaland

His Version Different |
In the December 1973 (Guvd News, you
state that Isaah the prophet was sawn asun-
der by a wooden suw (Heb 11:37). It is the
next lul'ﬂuuyurh on puge 26 under
heading® “When & Leader Goes Wrong."
My King James Version docsn't say it that
way :
) . C. L,
San Juse, California

®.The authur of the article siated: *Iradition

< Ry 1 according 1o Clarke's (‘ummcmuz, !
that Isaioh the prophet was put 10 death by
Manasseh, suwn asunder by a wooden saw.
(See Hebrews 11:37)" Reference was made
1o this verse (* .. they were sawn asun-
der . ) 10 show (har this tradition was af
least a possibility.

]




What do you mean...

SALVATION”

£Z116 PluoyD) ‘Duspbsng
L1l %o 'O d .

Do you realize not one in a hundred knows what salva-
tion is ~ how to get it — when you receive it? Don’t be too
sure you dol :

Could you, yourself, dnswer these questions? If some-
one asked you to open your Bible and show him exactly -
where the Bible says salvation' means “going to hsaven”

. . -+ could you do 1t?

Is salvation a place, a destination,

a condition; a reward — or what?
- ...and where would you turn in
your Bible to find it?

Could you open your Bibie and
show a questioner where it tells
you whén you receive salvation?
Do you actually get 1t now, when

. you die, when Christ returns — or
What doyou e . at some other time? This booklet
SA LVAT [ON ) will show you -plainly.

* Are you, at conversion, an in-
heritor, or what — and just what
doues one inherit?

Suppose you were asked what
connection there 18 between salva-
ton and that large portion of the
‘Bible devoted ta prophecy. Could
you explain it? A third or more of
the Brble i1s taken up with history.
Can you explain the connection of

 this vast amount of Scripture with
salvanon?

Here. once and for all, ls the
truth made so plain that you will
really understand it.

Just send your request for What -
Do You Mean . .. Salvation? to:

The Good News
Pasadena, California 91123

If you live outsige the United States, please ase the
inside front cover of this mgazlno for the address of our
office nearest you




