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- true “Church”™

" that”

SE\IEN RRGOFS OF GOB’S Glll]llcl!

\4 NOT lea\.mg lheiC hurch

-agreement —
. orgamzauon” l'li

ﬁu)s remam
 solidly ir God’s Chu but I must

repudiate the organumon' ot
But is orgamzanou — even of
God’s own Church — evil?

Can one withdraw from any de-

_tive participation in the “organiza-
that is God’s true Church = .

tion”
which is perforining the Work of
God by Ifg

Christ gave His true disciples — and
yet. somehow. “be iy” the Church?
Let's see whal. the: Bible clearly
says. not using our own human rea-
soning. but searching the Scriptures

* 10 learn what the Great Almighty

God. and His Son. Jesus’
Christ of Nazareth, say
about .

Millions reason. Lhev
are somehow in God'
no malter * -
what denomination. sect.

‘most” all churches have
“mosily good points.” but, natu-
rally. have “some poats on which'

" they mught disagree.” But “does
r;alhv mafier, after all?” Some¢ rea- -

ex )
piained one. m violent * dis- -
only leaving the -

e power of His Spirit. ful- |
filling thé Grear Commission Jesus

PBOOF

Gon's
TRUE CHURCH IS
' ORGANIZED:

cult. polmcal orgammuon social
club. or "business affiliation they.
maintain. Millions like to believe

\ by Guamea’ Te!!‘ Armsarong

Vhy o:gamzatton"’ Isnt
ere samathmg inherently,

evil .in being ’ orgamzed"{ !

What is the Church? Why a
‘church’’? Is the Church

son. “Surely, since they believe in

< .Chist, and in His ‘atonihg work’
, ‘they wnﬂ get to heaven anyway.

‘won't mcy?” ‘

Wh:t is the "Chumh

Because of the false leachmg re-
. sulting from a comnpletely misunder-

stood statement of Jesus Christ
concerning the Kingdom of God,

hleully "‘millions assume the -

« “church™is a compietely disjointed,
looscly disconnected, ethereal,

vague, nebulous, imaginary. “some®

thing” that is “within™ you!
Mwy assume that, collectively,
thc true Church (all those they as-

" sume are going to “heaven™) might

-include membcxs” of hterally doz-
. GOOD Nm M tm

.—_ar is it, according to. the

which Jesus built only a

N.Igosely connected, dis-

organized, auranomous
group Ef\local urches”’

Bible, an organization?:

ens of “churches”of this world: de-
nominations of ali'sorts. Whether *
liberal-minded _Catholics “actually
 believe any Protestants will “go to
heaven” without &ver bevoming &
Catholic ‘is a moot poini; but, it
~ seems, many a professing Protestant
| Christian is wifling to concede that
millions of other Protestants (and
parhaps even a few Catholics), -

thoug,h lhew dxsag:cc on many ma-
J¢ points and beiong to vastly dif-

, ferent organizations, wiil e»enmauy

enter thre “Beatific vision.”
But is all this reasoning true?

And, even’if millions might -’
“think” it is —does that make it s0?

Is the ‘true Chuich of God, the
Church Jesus said He would build.
just an “imagipary” body of “be-
lievers” who have no connection

~with each other. or any specifically . .

“organized group? May one ‘be in”

tite true Church of God. bearing
fruit, fulfilling Christ’s commands,
carrying out His commission, with-
out being a living, active, member of

- an organization?

Let’s see!

“I wali build my thun:h Jcsus
said- (Matt. 16:18). The
- Greek word for “church™.
in this passage is ‘ekklesia

“calied-out omes,” or

“specially chosen ones;”
~  or “body of believers™ Il

15'a word which oonnom “group.”
“body “congregation”
. of people! Through transmission of
the Bible text into other languages, .

— which can mean e

)

— a group

-and especially resulting from the .-

commodly misunderstood usage of

- the English, v word “church.” the true

meaning ‘of whal Jesus so plamly
“said haﬂ)cen lost from sight! ~
oday a “church” is a "build-
ing,” as often as it isa “group.” The:
~“Methodist. Church” could be either
@ building, on the corner, or the.
" group of people who are called
“Methodist” as an organization!
Jesus didn’t imply He would

- build a building when He said, “I
-will build my ekkiesia” He meant

e

_exactly what He said: He" would*'

_construct, kmt solidly together, con-
secmte orgamm and wmzmssm
His. group’ "

Jm . he UVmg Hsad- B

" That pa;ssage of Matthew's 16th
o;haptcx is only undgrstood by care-
ul comparison with manyt othes
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" the “Rock” (Greek, Petra) to which

-~

" “pebble” (Greek, petros) was Peter.

(I Cor.

. the body, the church: who is th be-

"1:17. 18). He, notanyman,xsca]led

saying:
. tained in the scripture, Behold, I lay
. m
* precious: and he that believeth on

- -disobedient; the stone which xhe
builders (hsallowcd, the- same zs ‘

- thade the fead oLlhc comcr

(X Per. 2: 6—8)

" “head” the “head of the comer,”

_ datiea ...”

" An Organized Bogdy

_refer to Chriss group of “called out
. 's .

scriptures, which make it clear that
Jesus referred was Himself. and the

Jesus is plainiy called “that Rock”
10:4) which ‘followed the
Israelites in the wilderness, and the
Rock of our salvation (Deut 32;
Psalm 18: 2,31, 46; Psalm 31:2,3).
Paul says Christ, not any human
being, is the Living Head of His
Church (Eph. 1:20-23; 4:15). “And
ke is before all things, and by kim all
things consist. And he is the kead of

ginnicg, the firstborn from .the |
dead; that in all things he might
have the preemipence” (Col.

the Head of the Body (the Chun:h)
and the -“chief corner szone” {ColL
2:10.17: Eph. 2:20). o

Da 1d sad: ‘Thc stone wluch the
builders refused is become the head
stone of the cormer” (Ps. 118: 22)
Peter referred to *this smpturc
“Wherefore also it is con-

on a chief corner stome, elect,
him shall not be confounded. Unto

you :lherel‘orc which believe he is
precious: but unto them which be

. Christ is csllcd at once, lhc

and the “chief oomer stone,” as wcll
as me “capstone.” '

. Behold, 1 lay in Zion for a- |

foundauon a stone, a tried stone, a
predicus corner stone, a sure foun-
(Isa.-28:16). Never did
God the Father or Jesus Christ in-
tend turning leadership of the
Church over to men! Jesus Chnist
said, “Lo, | aia with you always” in
commissioning His' disciples! | .
He, Chnst, is the living, active,
Heud of His Church, _;u.st as Hc h&s
always been!

it is ‘not an analogy of mea to

2

ones,” or His ekklesia (Church), as a
body! Jesus said: “l am the true
vine, and my Father.is the husband-,
man. Every branch i me that bear-

eth ndt fruit he taketh away: and
every branch that bebreth fruit, he

" purgeth it, that it may bnng forth

‘more fruit . . .. Abide in me, and I in
you. As'the bnmch cannot bear fruit
- of itself, except it abide in the vine
[4n integral part of the body'}; no
more can ve, excep? ye abide in me”

" (John 15:1-4).

Jesus used the obvious analogy of .
a growing, producing vine with roots
firmly implanted in rich soil, the
flow of life-giving sap through L[;c‘&

main vipe (Christ) tp . the mz’xjor'A

“branches on to the smalﬁer branches,
and finally ploducmg fruit! Hé said:_
“f am the vine, ye are the branches: -
He that abideth in m#, and 4 in him, -
" the samic bringeth forth much fruit:

for y:dwut me ye can de nothung M

a man £bide not in me: he 15 cast
forth as. a’.branch, ‘and 'is withered
{he has been cur g%ﬁom the main
‘trunk, and therefof# from the life-
glvmgﬂow that can come only from
umammg a part of a tightly knit,
integral body. together. as one living -
- orgamismf. and men ga(her them,
.and ¢ast them iato the fire, and they
are burned” (verses 5-6).- .
" Jesus Christ of Nazareth makes it
crysial clear that-He is the liviig
Headl of His Church; His group of -
_ buman beings who are calied by l'hs
parke, sn whom'is the very Spirnt
G% (Rom. 8: 9). Each individya
coiber is @ part of a liviog, vitel
organism, baviag no life ‘separate
from, or aparr from, that oxgamsm' ,‘.
Though<one might *
around” in-his own mind that by
withdrawing from what he may eon-\
“tempousiy call “the organization”
(God’s Church!) he is, in fact, “re-

" -maining in the church” he is only

dereiving himseif — playing with

mcaningless words — and-directly |

contradicting these powerful wmds
of Jesus Christ Himself? ‘
Jesus Christ organized His true

" Church! He said: “Ye have not cho’

sen me, but § have chosen you, and
ordaincd yoy, that ye should go and:

’ . o . é

-~

1'8380!1 4

bring foggh fruit ..~ (John 15:16).
But unless one -emains a part of
that spiritual body. firmly attached
to the majn vine, hc canrnot “bear
fruit”

Appearing to His own disciples
after His resurrection. Jesas said:

heaven and in earth. ‘Go ye &hcre-
fore, and teach ali rations, baptis

them in the name df the Father, and
-of the Sod, and of the Holy Spiri:

whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with )o;l alway, even
unto the end of the world jthe con-
summation. of the agc]" “(Maut
28:18-20).
. Following the syicideof Juda.s
“(Mate: 27:5), Jesus inspired the
“apostles to select another man, Mat-
thias (one of two men seleciod after .
lengthy discussion among the re-
maining eleven leaders, ahd the one
ﬁnaﬂkdwscu Ry ﬂot) because He
) termined t5 begin with the
perfect governmental number, and a
‘number representing organized be-
ginnings — twelve!~ There were

.

" Himself described- twclvc future

- His own aposties will sit, judging the
twelve tribes-of lsrael'

)—w\ )
AGthwnmm‘ o

dcsus showed His group. His body
of believers, His Church, would be a

women - flesh afid blood human
ipgs — with a great Work to do!
And: ye shall be wmcm
ho in Jerusalem, and n

and in--Samaria. and
- unto-the uttermost part oj the earth”
Ac!s 1:8).

' Matthew's Guspc! noonfs Jestis®
prophecy that. His Great_Commis-
sion to His true disciples would be

~ kingdom shall bepmarhed in ‘all ihé
‘world for a vnmws ‘unto all nations;

1 md then shall the end come” (Matt. )
24:14). Jesus, appeang agam to . .

. His disciples following His resurrec-
_tion, said: “Pcaoc be unto you: as
my Father A h sent me, even 50 Em

“All power is given unto me m °

teaching them to observe all things~

e

" twelve tribes in Istacl, and Josus

thrones (Matt. 19:28) upon wluch\v

humag, physical group of men and

-

>

A

_fulfilled: “And this gospel of thes . '
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like. fgshxon ser:d i ‘iﬁy” (Joi;x;;
26:21).
Paul was’ ms

of tke Lord shail be ‘saved. How
then shall they call cn him in whom
theyl have not believed? and how

they “believe i him of whom
they have 2ot heard? and how shall
they hear without a preacher? And

how shall they preach; except they

be sent?” ‘Rom. 10:13-15) -

" Jesus'said: "Even so send I you.”
and madg 11 perfectly clear that un'
imﬁ those who are send (ordained)
‘remain in tke hody, and firmly at-
tached 10 the Branch (see Isa-11:1),

they are utterly cut off, can béar nd,

fruit, and are no!f the ser=

~ :vamis of Jesus'Chnist, who remains

the lwving, acuve Head of Hls
Chul'th“

“Jesis sald "As my Fathcr hath

sent me” — showing Christ came to

~ perform a Work on this earth! He

4aid: ~“My mcat ilgv dady aclwn)
my bvelihood, my #ocgupatien™] is
to do the will of hum thal sewr me,
a}d 10 finish his woig " (John 4:34).

' Chnsi said His preaching of the
gospel (which He repeatedly Called
" the “work™ or “my work”) was only .-

. p&mﬁblﬁ because He. Chnsi, stayesd,
firmly joined'to the Father! “.. . My.
Father -worketh hitherto, .and

rk” (Jokn 5:17). And in versés

~ ' 36,37: “But I have greater wilness
" ‘than thai of Johm: for the works
which the_ Fa‘(ﬁ;r bath ‘given me to

* fimsh, - the same works that [ do,

' bcm' wiiness of mé, that lhe Father.

. hath sens mc And the Father him-

- witness of me.”

Christ said: “I must work the
«works of him that seas me, while it is
; dﬂy' the night cometh, when no

. qan work” (John 9:4); and,
“ . he works that 1 do in my
Falhcr?s pame, they bear witness of
me.. ... if | do not the works of.my
Fa!.hcr ‘believe me mot. But'if I do,
though ye belicve not ‘nie, believe the
works: thal ye may know, and be-
lieve, that the Father i3 in me; and 1
in him™ (John 10:25, 37, 38).

GOOD NEWS At 1875
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.fasug Sent to Pm

o

‘ = the Gospd ’ . ki
: 10 write, fRor
wh verfbaill call upon#E name Wha‘ vien‘! &zose wOrks 1o ahxgb

“Jesus gentinually refefred?

““The Spinit of the: Lord s upoa
me, because he h\ih anointed me to
preach the “gospel to the poor; he

Ircarted, to ‘preach deliverance lo

1o ihe blind, 1o st ai Liberty them
. “that are R‘m..se«nL © pr reach the ac-

read from Isawah, standing iz the
synagogue - of Nazareth. Them He
announced: “This day is this scrip-
ture Fuifilled 0 yeur cars” (Luke
4:18-21).

Jesus said He was senf from the

I'd

the same mianoer. for the same purs

he called his rwelve disciples fo-
gether. and gave them power and

and to heal the srck" (Lukc 9:i- 2.
" “Bui go rather; 1o the lost sheep of
ihe. bouse of b[aeL And as ye go,
-preach, saying, The kingdom of

He ‘showed. aﬁcr sentling ““other

-seventy- > that the barvesi w£
plentgo: but-the laborers fow =
saying: “Pray ye thiérefore the Lord

.| nigh unto
hath senr. me to hsal the broken-

the captives. and reco@ermg of sight

ceptable year of the Lord.” Jesus

Fatlicr, and He st fHis duwp&’s i

- pose: to preach fthe gospel! “Then

-authority over_all demons EGmk] -
and. to cure dmm Hnd ke xrur_
them to-preach the  kingdom of God,

heaven is at hand™ (Matt. 10:6,7).

.of the harvest. that de wobld send

forth iabourers inte ¥is harvest Go
" your ways: behold, I send you forth
as lambs armong woives.... Go not
from house to house....keal the

1 sick that are thereiy, ard sav unfo -

kem, The kingdom of God is comie
you’, (Lu‘xe 10:1-9).

When John . the Baplist was in

{ prison, about ‘to be beheaded, he

sent a few of his disciples to Jesus.
They asked: “Arnt thou he that
should corze, or do we look for an-
o1hér? Jésus answered and said unto

them. Go and shew Jobm again |

those things which ye do kear and
see: The Blind receive their sight,
and’the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the
dead a®® reised bp, and the poor
have the gospet preached m them”

{Mauw. 11:3-5).

Guspel of the Kingdom
Continually, Jmus cmphasized

CA

the preaching of the gospel of the -

Kingdom of God as a witness
naticas! He said: “Aand the gdspel
maust first be publithed among all
. matioms” (\iark 13:10).
- Marks account of Jesus’ comumis-
sion to His disciples reads: “Go ye
-~ into all the world, and prefich ‘the
gospel 1o every creature. He' that
belicveth andis baptized shall bt
"saved: but he that believeth mot
.shall be damned [Gréck, con--
demaed]” (Mark 16:15,16).

| i va humjnuh hwg v-mm ormﬁn
~ self, which hath sent me,halhbomc 11 amki

)

MM
atives whatewsr [Bason, ;plm . |
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$o. as Jesus was seaf to preach the

“gospel. He also sent His df&:ipics"zo

do the sam

Christ d_o the Work of God: He
cailed and traired His disciples. put- )
ting them through ¢hé maturing ex-
periences they would need later. He

. rebuked and exhorted them, finally

giving them of God's Holy Spirit.
ordaining them

themn out into the werld to fulfill the
commission He gave them! That
Great Commission is stili being car-
ried cut today! e

" Organization ls Necessary

It would be impossible to perform

God's Work. either. then Or DOW.

© without ‘the mgamzauon Christ
Himself ordained, “Organization” is |
‘netl a nasn

word! It stems from,
“organism.” meaning a hiving. vital

_callectzon of cellular tissue: a plant,
© or living creature: 2 part of God's-_

creauon hawng Me and purposc:
apd being.

Jesus Christ mtabhshed govern-
ment in His Church — insisting {e®
would at all times retain witimate.
authonty! He never intended mak-
ing any human being the Head of
the C hurch!

But He did place the aposds in
charge under the living Chinist! -

Throughout the beok of Acts. you
see examples of the government of

.God in action! AL the Jerusalem
" confere

“~rexample.- came the
first major fest of the type of govern-
ment Christ bad cstablished within
His own organization.

“Certain men,” who arc umden-
1ified (men with mo offical status
\nunb the Church who were umor-
‘dained, and who were mawmly af-
fected by their past religious
teachings — that of the Pharisecs).
“taught the brethren. and said. Ex-
copt ye be ciscumcised afer the
manncr of Moses. ye cangol be

saved” (Acts I5:1).

Apparently, Paul and Bamams
could not change their opinions.

It became necessary o go 1o
higher authority to resolve the duffi-
cuhy Ewn though Paul was an of-

into His own |
Church as® His aposties and sent” |

damod apcsnc (as was Barnabas)
these “men” who were unauthorized

w 1ea‘,!: amycne — who were upoT--

daired — refused 10 bel..c\g s}zcm
Because of the effegt it was havim g
on the brethgen. several of the i lead-

ers decided to “go up to Jerusalem |
-unto the aposties and elders about ’

thits question” (verse 2)

Gmmeﬁt‘ Upheid

Rgd the whole chapter. Think
abeit it The advocates of crcum-
cisicn weuld surely have seemed 10
have every pussible scriplure oz
their side. wouldn'i they?

Remember. mol one scrap of the
New Testament had even been writ-
ten. yet! There were no “New Testa-
ment” books of the Bible o which

the apostles. or the dissenters. could ’

turn. And almost’ everylhing: thdy

could read-from the 0id Cmcﬂam ]

mlghu :nmngﬂy ndicate clrcumcision

" was requured! N

Pcrhaps however. one of the
apostles Bit upon Jeremiah 4:4.
which says' “Circumase yourseives
to the Biernal. and take away the

. foreskans of your heari. ye men of

Judah and inhabitanis of Jerusa-
lem.” But the major ppand which
bore the most weight was experi-

" ence! Nouce how Paul and Bam

. obveously

o

abas reasoned ‘ihal God had goven
the Genudes His Spant. that He had
pnot  withheid uluucn
from them just because of theu “up-
cucumcsed” conditen' Then Peter
substanuiated they words by show-
ing that God had “put oo difference

| beiween us and them. punfying

theu beasts by fauth” (verse 9b.
- fames then rendered a-final deci-
sion (verses 13 through 211 He sapd,

“Whertlure my senfence 1 {decision.

chowe. poliny]. that we wrouble not
them. which from among the Gen-
iiles are turned to God. But that se

| wrile uato them, that they absiain

from ps.ilui‘sons of idols, and from
fosukauon. and {tom mmgs siras-
gled. and from blood.”
Laucr it was said that the apuua
.went through the cities. {and]
lhe\ delivered them decrees fol i@
keep. that were ordsimed of the

apostiés and elders which were at

' A Verb:l Decision

&an) chapier aznd verse,” but rather
“told of the cxpcr-cﬂ
. da) M&\ condiuct

" vicusly writen. but en the facis of

actedans
\]

Jenz.sa!em" (Acts 16:4).

This decision was re:dsfea craiiy!
It was no1 based oz any dinec
tatiop of scripiure vou <an ém’ ‘i:t
the 15th chapier of Acs! Not once
did agy of those who ss)eke quete .

c? pracical
"*e Har&
azd of the "ac. max GCGaod

ously given of His Spirit
cumcised Genules! ;

Now. of course, sinoe Luke kep!

record of these facts. and sent U
10 his friend Theophaius {Acis 113}
we can read the adooun? of this ver-
bal decision! But the serbal deqsion
was nol based on something pre-

u ?
‘ n
o
£ o

what God ‘had done! .

Notice the oxgamz.ai.on "Bere!
Fust. the dissident “teachers” began
upsciung ‘the brethren. Paul and’
Barpabas tried 10 dissuads them
and convipee them of thew ‘ervor,
Thew refused to behierve. Pau? and
Bamabas and other mumisiers de-
aded o take the matier 10 hoadd-
quarters (ai Jerusalem. then)
higher anthonty. They did s0. A de-
cision was faally rendered. after il
sides had been heasd!

But did this stop the false teach-
ing that all must be cicumcusd
crder 1 be saved” Did it end the.
conifoversy over LHCUI!Jd&u:ﬂ No

®

— not at all - 8nly began ut Frum
. that ume on. Pauls Iife i € hrist's.

minniy among the Genules was 1o
be piggued by coptinual pei-
secations from former of sull aclinve
Pharsees who urgehtly msisted <ar-
cymaision was required! Thes gidnt
beisere in the official quikorigy of
Gad's headyuariers apiniiey and.
minstry, as did most of the Crarch.
Nexi ume. we shall see the many
examples of God's gme*ﬁr*mm i
action 1 His Chutch: government
pecensary (o preach the gospel and
do the Work of God. as well as to
settie duxtrinal and precedural mat-
ters, and @ protect the ﬂ&k and
conduct all matiers of the i
Church. o &
GOOD MHEWS A=t W78
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Why havo thousands of

’comfonablo matrons . re-

shivalry and subtle” sexist putdowns;
maybe vou even threw away your

cently tumcd:mo rabid+ gudic and your mkﬂ‘?

“women’s i 72 What

- makes wives who sesm-

ingly have everything go on
the w.wpam‘ against mails

chauwmsm? Shouid you

take sides in the battle of

. the sexes — and if you're a
wife. just how - l:bcu“d

shouid you be?

by Caroie Ritter L

B BB B # rc many wives sud-
» “denly becoming uppily?
What turned them

. against dispers and dishpans® Do

they really have any velid gripes, or

are they just sebelling brocawe au

the thing to do these days?

i Ma}iﬁc vou aiready have some -

pretty suzeng wleas on this subject

" You might.gven be a “libber™ your-

self. You approve of equal pay ﬁx
equal work; you think every person
has a right wdﬁdﬁpwhﬁmhﬂ

- full polential; you're tived of phony
- QOO NEWS Apm 1975 .

N

Or masbe vou're nok o bbber at-

all. You.doi't really ste why women

. can’t be happy ‘doing what they've
- always"done. Why upset the status

que? Dipesn’t the Bible say women
were pul on canth o serve men, any-
how”

Didn’t the apcule Paul pul,
women in thewr place? Afler all. be -

said: “1 suffer not 8 woman to teach,
no¥ to usurp authenty over the man,

but lo be m silence™ (1 Tim. 2:12).
_ And. “Let your women keep silence

in the churches: for it is pot pu’
shitted unto them to speak ..
{1 Cor. 04:34)°

He hammered his point home in
Ephesians 5:22: XWives, submit

yourselves unto your own husbands,
#s unto the Lord " That seems to be

comeing on pretty strong in favor of
‘male chauvinism, right?

Buﬂdﬁdﬁﬁdmﬁ:w@m!ﬂ&i

meek, humble, mousey linle things
who say “yes, sir” whenever some-

cae. pulls their string? Did Hzgiifc

‘What is 3 wife’ truemﬁemGp&s
scheyne of things? If her hushand
bas “authority”. over her, is there
anything she can &o on her own?
How much initiative should -she
have? Can she ever tnake bher own

decisions, or is_this_strictly 2 male .
prerogative? Just how does a wife it
" into the family wmit? = v

Godhahmiy

God is a family — andxheﬂ:na.

parslicl between God's family rele-

- tionship and ours. God the Father
. and Christ are both gods — both
exist on the same plane. But God
the Father is “first among equald™ .
He is “in authority™ dver Christ. But
Genesis 1:26 shows that they. bath

work as a team — aod God the

memmdmmf
ity to Christ. In faci, He had Chris? -

do the actual creating of the uai-
(see Hebrews 1:2 and Jobn
),md{smgwhaveﬂnm

)




#u

rule it forever YHeb. 1:2. 8.

God made man in His mmage:

(Gen. 1:26). Cur ‘family life s im-
tended to -be-a type of the God-

plane family relationship. A mas ‘

and his wife are equals, just as God
and Christ are equal. Both husband
- and wife arc “heirs fogether of the
_grace "of lufe™ (1 Peter 3:7). - '
But someone has 0 be o charge.
God has ordained that the husband

< b, in autbority. Following the ex-

ample of the God fagpily. they

should work togsther as’a ooequal .

_team. Marriage. isn’t @ mastcr-slave

_ @rrangement with the man giving all
“the ‘orders and the woman meekly

" kowtowing. In fact, if @ man wanis
1o do what God does. be'll treat bis
- wife kke am—mfelhg&;m pariner. He'll
ask for her advice' and ke it if
it's good. And he'll want to share as

much authority with his partner as

their suualion.allows.

Delegation Pmmu

Frustration - .
ir's imporant for a husband to

learn to delegate authonty lo his

wife. If hus “heart doth safely rust”

_in her (Prov. 31:11), he'll'be abie o
leave all the houschold deasicns for.

berto dende — and keep bus mund

free 1o do his own job. If be dictates

- . - .
*every mizor decisipn o her. mO

.

- . RO

1 T - SR
only & he burdemng himseld with
extra work, hes proba¥ly - sufing
her growth as a persen and a Chris®
GAan. -7 oo .
Women have to leam 10 make
decisions, 100 It's part of bulding
good charaqier. They need the op-
portunity 10 develop the initiative
pecessary 10 “work out*[thew] own

Salvauon” themselves (Phul. 2:12).
A wafe shouldnyl meed w0 pester

- ber busband about whal nd of

socks 10 buy for the kids, or what
brand of soapsuds 10 use, of
whether to wash her ‘hair on Mon-

dent wn charge of bouses
Rirs, and should be given all

the aw hority sife needs 1 do her b
aaggectively.

That's how a husband-wife tcam
should operate. and how a. wife
needs o carry out ber role. But just

foes her role emmmpw‘?' How

{ her housebold authoruy ex-

tend? Judk how much can she do?

' ‘e know women shouidn’t

preach (I Tum. 2:42, 1 Cor. 14:34).
But, bow come? First of il God

wabts women (&s.a general rule) w

take their place as “heepers at

home™ (Fuus 2 3) So at marnege

3 WOoman a‘s@f@amed W a4 TS

day. She is her husband’s.

~WOMEN ON THE MARCH™ —
placards show grevances of women,

voGA

Joe Claytan

as ‘they parade durng “show of

force” in Los Angelss.

iry” of caring for ber famrhy.
Speondly, God wants to teach

both men and wolten His pattern of .
. governmént (see § Cor. 147357 Gen

3:16; Eph. 3:22-33).

‘@omen Can Teach  °

All xigm‘( we've detérmuted that

women shouldn't get up and pound -

the pulpit. They aren™ to be preach- -

ers. But'God does command them
1o be teachers (Titus 2:3-4) Younger
women arc.commitied o leach and
tras their chitdren — especially dus-
ing their preschool years

But what happens when the last’

baby leaves the gest? Al the poni 4
woman mught s1ll bave half of het
lsfe aticad of her — is she suppresd
1o w11 home and crochel dudies dus-
ing her declimung years? Towe.2 34
shows that clder somen should S
“teachers of good things. 1hat they
may leach the young women™ kow
10 be good wiwves and mothers o
could be betier qualified 1o pass v

4 that sont of informalion than ap ¢x- 7

perienond expent m the Beld”
Bul how does all this translale

GOOD NEWS  Apr 1975
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s e was probadly
¢ ont ek d™

frem Comnah w Reme. ~

Seme momen dont realze how

wide thewr tole tgally can be
They ve beard 9‘:.‘1 @ woman
“ehowldny preach” ;s‘fm:d*' au-
ents.” 8 a “weaker vemsel” O
mmany wmes thdy thunk thew cans do
Oamm.ub sm\uum&mm: cavept
scrup | focrs,  wash ishes  and
change Jlapers — and even u they

could they p:@babiy teaﬂﬂ_\y
shouldnt o o
Fake imzfmiiy Found o
- Wanung . Lo

been perpeluated by well-meaning,
SCTIPIWI e Quoling ludies like Helen
Andelin, acthor of Fascimasing
Womaunbood (Pacfic Press, 1963)
Although the bock copiains some
helpful “husband- ;gwcho@ogy

Chinds. 1 adwvocates the wadilaocaal
. dightiomy betwesn what’s consid-

eved man’s ind woman's work. Mrs.
Andeln iells her fellow females,

~seller of

'}J «1, ‘WB‘J n'?«ch -

red ?a.a s letter

Treparnp bea
the rocf. &
oiker

T meams mire mIsce A SITHT
@t ctx“ 3“::«,: :=:,=’:: 2 el cate-
T OpTETy LnIbe Fi

Cﬁ‘..,m

M isn't @ master-slave -
arrangement with the man -
giving aii the orders and the
woman meekly kowtdwing.
in fact, if 8 man wants o do
what God does, he'il treat his

iy can heneil
these aouailes t

A A Libersted Wornan

wife ike an nteligenlpartner. -

He'li ask for her advice p=

-and take it if it's good.

woman bited fozds and worked
hours tha! would exhaus! 3 modern
sedentary man <

The mdlenmum  hasot amved
yei, and many women wdsy Bed
themseives colnde an deal famuly
situation They are forced o cam

Thew mg.ame srlhma:pa has  thewr oen mmg There's nothing |

wiong with thet - Ruth-and-Lyds

both dug it And: mey were fighteous «

. womm

.

01’ course, Q0 every woman
peeds o1 would empoy & full-time
job. But what o she umbql@ repay
her car? It wouldo't bt w kvow -
what goes on under the hood ifahe's
iotenested And what's the mana
with mowing Ube lawq. or girdes-

Don’t uymewﬂhmm anything ing? O even Light carpentry? These

which reguires mﬁmﬂm abﬂm/"’

A 2183

Thﬁﬂsl@g.ml o wﬁmz abﬂ.
eowm mms

" bousehcld jobs can be maudcd wa
WOMAR'S mﬂm Ske p-u&ubaw peeds
the exercase. lo foct, m{um fam-

N

»

The Proier srman Ped i

S

e 3w
drez and a ;;,sbr-i bt ske ddns
wse them as T exote 0 yegelale
She xzew the ins 338 oy ‘of real
esrle well emough 10 Lmiesl n @
peoe of land — axd she used her
own earmzgst ool Ber Mushasd's
moizey. Afparenin she '.:sasx rroduc-
g goods on
iocal siore Skhepiazied a
o7 2ae S e

this 3 Tmasenafie r‘ j

A
LS

Son

A
umz WL

e "””“m

%...d s ok ume o
keep up her e SPPLETAE — uu
*”c’l’bmg was “wix acd ﬁ:m‘e.

Sbe udm' slagrast I8 ke

- 't:u,-.sz &1} day Shewen o3 W) bay

Qualy food from & Ferent sounces.
c\'lis'“::‘ ere & podem woman. she'd
be abie 10 d?“ a c&r so.her bus-

tard sa'ui.‘sla‘ has e o chauTeur bey -

“afes” o m»;x ap.k &:ﬁ;;sc.;&-&d
needs 9 Shz 5*31 P ey
bong b &‘m..m b1 a;z
day she f

neas
Although ske K@:;N busy, s ex-

‘Waordinary person pul her hustwnd

firsi H:Mﬁuﬁu.owmthss

_energy % omryung about the situation

al hoeme. ‘He knew his wife was a

sizady, capable, dedicated, happy

person who szmppnrwd ‘hom i what-
ever be d&id Wulh ner hwk.ng him
and beleving o hum he reached kis
full potenual for eadership and ser-
vz He was a pallar of the aomma-
nm 2 well-known cvie leader.
Cap a woman like this be consid-

ered liberated today? Will she re-
-oeive the respect and mgm!mh

- due her? Just lsten: “Her children

U&np,méqnﬂhcr!;!ﬁscd;hﬁ‘

busband alse, and he’ praizeth
ber.. .. P&‘&Qﬁ{ - dooeitful, asd

beauty &5 vain: bul 3 woman that -
fearcth the Eicrmal she shall be . -

prased. Give ber of the fruit of, ber
bands; and beg ber works praze

"ber'in the gates” (venses 28-31). O

cdputm
“‘teaﬁd’a busy -
umﬂ ume o m..ﬂw God's .
Word This u5 how she ooild “epen - .
her cnouh wi ;3: Eédum aii-ﬁ k.mﬁ' o
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. 6) Above and Beyond

x J

order to serve! It was with this ex-
ample in mind that the apostle Paul
commanded: “Do’ nothmg from
selfishness or conceit; but in humil-
ity count'others better than your
selves. Let each of you look not only
to his own interests, but also to the
imerests of Mhers  (Phil. 2:3-4,
RSV).

We could give someone a h(‘t\fby
simply going a little out of our way,

but we just don'l' wait to take, thie.
trouble. We coul nd let an "’

older person, or a Iady, take a seat.
We could help others in so many

", ways if only we would just sacrifice

a little. But so often we don’t. Why?

- Because we simply don’t rate others

. as important as ourselves. .
Serving involves sacnﬁcfng time.
Begin to consx;der the other person’s.
- néeds more "important than your
own. Be willing to give up what you

Sacrifice is a ma]or key to-effective
serving, \

~There are three kinds of people in

" our world, ‘ioday. Thereyare thqse
& - who don’t serve at all, those who

Ed

“seive ofly’ when -they have.to -

when they feel it is their duty — and
those who go above and beyand duty

- in serving. ‘
Paul talked about a .group of

p(.pple who “gave according to their

.

" had pldaned 10 do with your time. ..

. -

extra work for good' measure? Do -

ypu_ have a “that’ll be all right” -

dard on the job, or are you striv- - .
".ing to excel? Do you try to produce

the very best product you can?

If you're a housewife, do you en-

deavor to- prepare the most appe-
uzng and appealing meals for your

come the norm in your home? How ..

ml.&ch are you really concernmed for -

‘your family’s health?

Al] of us need to do more than is - -

requu'ed We need to follow the an- |

.cient proverb “Whatsoever !hy

haid findeth to do, do it with” thy

mlght" (Eocl 9:10).

7) Scrvlu Doesn't Ston .

When someone doesn’t rrspond
to service, i is a natural human ten
dency to wmc him off. We quickly
- give up. But God’s Word jnstructs:
“And let us not be weary in well
“doing;: " for in due season we shall
reap, if we faint not” (Gal. 6:9). .

“Be ot overcome of evil,” iPaul
wrote, “but overcome evil with
good” (Rom. 12:21). Lave persists.
Itkeeps coming back. It keeps work-
mg to gain a brother. Even when it

« ‘is rebuffed, it keeps trying. It is the g

‘ultimate - weapon that wul brcak
down all barriers. -

Qur reward in God’s ngdom is |
going to be based on how we have S o
sserved. Right now, your good works 55

-

means . . . and beyond' therr means,

“of lhgxr own free will, begging - us
. eamemy for the favor of taking part

-in the relief of the: salms" (H ‘Cor.
8; 3s4, RSV). S &
Christ expressed this principle of
going above and beyond what.is re-
quired when He said: “So likewise
.ye, when ye shall have done all
“those things ‘which are commanded
" you, say, We are unproﬁtable ser-

s vants: we have done that which was

might ol be geiting very far. Byl if

you keep them up — if you serve .

more and more as this age grows

¢ cqlder — they “caniot estape notice

* for ever” (1 Tim. 5:25, Moflatt).

" interests -of God’s Work and o

A day of reckoning is coming
Those who are. looking out for. their
own selves first, instead of for the

Sthers, will ‘lose what they have.

- clung on‘to.so déarly (Matt..10: 39)

But those who' are sacrificing to

E-

“our duty. {o do” (Luke 17:10). If we
do only what is required, Where is
- the room- for God w :ewsrd us for
service? -

¢« On !ﬁe job, do" we work by the
clock? Do we arrive right on starting

time, and qml when the buzzer .
. sound.s? Or do we. putA ina lmle

GOOD NEWS Aprilm )

serve wherever they can are storing

up a great.reward in God’s family.”

Use these. seven keys o serve

« more effectively now, and God will

" give you eternal life and a position
of greatness™so that you can con-
tinue serving throughout all eter
nity. . S ‘

"~

a subscriptlon

family? Or.has the “TV dinner” be-

| kingdom shall bo:'praachgd“ [and.

How yo&r
‘Good News

Jeaus uld "Thn

published — Mark:13:10] in'alf | . I

1
.

{ Church of God and our.ever-f '~ - =

thowoddfwlmmmmton“ —
‘nations’ . (Matt,  24: 14y at'this -
time, ‘just’ before the. endof this | - :

[ age. Apndgmuabapmdfotm
m.glzom, ~ihe ‘Correspondence
Coum.bookhumdmmw
tm ‘_‘:]M‘ '. s
Buthéw»Chﬂﬁ fmbrdl uxm
sell it fo thoss who receive if: {
‘Fndy ve. have received, freely

e’ md.lnusmﬂudnapbt
‘whom ‘He was sanding o pro-

-
i
|
!

j——nr;dtminthcwayolowm
Godoupocnmrychddotﬂh»
fmw_nﬂ offerings and

omgomvuw. xhul peyingthe | | . )
cosd of putting this precious gos- ' : o
p.ltru\hmlhﬂundsofotm S _ P
The faithful,- tithe-paying f - . " v
members “of :the ‘Worldwide | - . *

growing Tamily nf coaworkor. f
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E GOSPEL TO THE WORLD
wmd Act“nty Wmds up the Year

or M~r Herbert W Armstrong
the closing mom‘hs of 1974

F were quite busy ~ and profit- '

o ;abic Old friends were revxsned and
. new friends and contacts were es-
tablished. in a series of Meetings in

 After ubservmg the Feast of Tab- "
* emnacles with the Church member-

ship ip.the United Btates, and

Canada at their local festival sites, .
Mr. Asmstrong returned to\Pasa<
‘dena for a few days of work and
rest. Then he departed for Japan.

where he hoated a dinner for lhcu‘
Impenial Highnesses, Prince and -
Pnncesses Mikdsa. Prince Mikasa

- personally thanked M7 rmstrong

for. s ~€fforls pn “behall o the
Prince’s fonhcummg visit to Egypt "
) (Whl»h tookeplace at the end of Jan-

uary). He also plans tO visit Am-
bassador College’later this year. -

Frem Japan, Mr. Armstrong flew
to Egypt ancr stops in Maanila, the
Ph:hppmes, and Bangkok, Thzur

W

14

(on October 30);"Over” 100 pqqple"

_ attended mcluding fourmuuslem of
the goyernmient.: i

trasted lhe (wo- ways of. hvmg
call one way" the way of *get; the
othcr the way of give- Now human’
" nature doesn’t {ch t0 gwe Human
nature waits (o Bet. ‘And ihis ‘whole’

world is based .on the  get prin--

ciple ... . There was a great Teacher
who once said it is more blessed 1o,
* give. than to receive. And 1 don’t
think very many pcople believe

that ... But I have beea putling
Lover a0

“that way pmcuceT
years and I find it dom
it is bejter.”

ceeed, and

The ‘Wmext stop was Tel Avnv,'

Isragl, where Mr. A;msuong wvas to
be honored by a testimonial dinner

on November 6 hosted by the. Min- -
!slcr of Tourism, Mmhe Kol. Be-'

Yiser Mr.Stanley
" Rader ‘went in" his stead. ‘Mr. Kol
noted in his remarks to the 110 or so
lea‘ers and foreign dignitaries

_present that “Mr: Armstrong is trav-

“« .

.eling for humanitarian purposes: for - .

cducauonal purpu: and for the
" purpose of bmldm;i%cs between
. ptoplc of different reg)

.is quite’ suamful 7

‘s~:{u1dhe

‘Two and -a half weeks later. Mr.
Armstrong relumed o lhe Phxlnp—
“pines Tor another personal dpptd
anee  speaking engapgement.  Thu
was_a follow-up\lo. his- suu,cq:lul
campaign-in May. Og November 22
he flew to the ‘islan
Hoilo where he received an aruhu.sx-

- astic welpome- by the. quchn He
'Spokc for about 20 minutes béfore

coﬁ, D NEWS April 1975»
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Gmgwoe-GN
wme 300 leadmg mople of nhe

* community, appeared on a radio in-"

* the University o receive anolhcr
henorar;v degree.
The next day, Salurday he ob-

terview program, and then drove to. -

. various matters He remamed long ‘

FROM LEFLZQ BIGHLMLAM .

e Ry

Flhpmo brethren and that .evening
spoke 16 an ovcrﬂow crowd of 1,800
in . Quezon .City ‘about the gospel

- speech for later “airitip - thmughout
"much of .1he couitlry. . - .

- On Decémber 4. Mr. Armstmag
‘was'in Japan and had the oppertl

-abruad 10 be recéived Japan’s.
uew prime minister, Takeo Miki. In

~sene¢Hhc~beb:~rﬂrthh‘mé 630

e - Two television - stamms taped his ‘-

“-nity v be the first “visitor ' from

enoagh 1o attend a recital by the
world-famous pianist Arthur Ru--
binstein in Ambamador Auditorium
.on Janbiary 15. The occasion was a
benefit for the International’ ‘Cul-
'ﬁl Centar for Youth in Jerusalcm
h secks to foster education for
faternational understanding among
youth of all denominations.-
Mr. Rubinst¢in walked on smge
to 3 standing ovation dad did not *

'—fhrrwmse‘*r Their < mnvemhonﬁhe
prime minister thanked him. for_ail
of hus zmu.amce and efoxts on be-
haif -uf the Japapese government. .
Adter the Jatest round of whisl- -
T wisd mceungs Mr. Armstrong re-
tur { w Pasadena for.a few weeks

caich hns ‘breath and catch up on ~

-

NEW Apd lm -

e k.“:

dlsappomt ‘the’ slandmg-mom—anly&‘_
- audignce. «Albert . Goidberg of the +

5. Angeiﬁ Times wrote: -“The.
\ier'was in rare mood. a mood of
ian mszghb -and_ pcnem}umg
eloqu w‘ If ke “Yiad mieuded this
fora last will and sestament, it coigd
hardiy have: bemﬁlc 1o his- hkmg
or ‘more Secure insurance ‘for such

Mr Am’islmng was back in the air .

’ masses, of the v world i S =

- Lader Matemn introduces ,Mr Am.- | -
%trong at.the testimoniaf ‘dinner in
Caifo. Maestro Arthur Rubinstein,
-famous concert pianist, perﬂrm:h\
" af benefit cancert in the, Ambassa- - .
dor Auditorium.  Mr. Armstrong

. speaks before 1800 in second per-"

sonal appearanceé in Manila .dn

‘November 23. Mr.Armstréng mests ~ e L

Frime Miuster Takeo Miki on Decery- -
-4 — the first foreigner to be
ew:d by the new .bpanese leadar

lmmuﬂalummymmef azs»~—-~ -
Lallgwed.™ o .
/fhe nexiday th the re.spele was over.*
beading - for  morg appuintments,
mdre spedkmg engagements: more
opportumtics to proclaim the gospel _
of Christ 1o ‘the leaders. - and the

5 e

iy
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fler: ten grueling days of -
Asmoke—ﬁ,llcd airports, secu-
rity ‘searches and cheoks,
ﬁmndcnng jet engines, passport
-+ stampings and numerous time
© 1 -changes. a weary but much cnhghl* )
. ened group of three GN staff mem-
. bérs recently returned to home base
P L im Pasadena.. [

_ _bassador College Faculty, Lawson.
I " Briggs. an associate editor on the
" GN staff, and Brian Knowles, man-
aging editor, toured Israel, Athens
- and parts of Egypt in a. whiriwind
. fat -fnding mission in the area of -
the worid which is destined to make -
tomorrow’s headlines.
) -f——~ﬂxe~teurfgmup -was led - by Dtﬁ
- Jack Finegan, a biblical scholar, ar-
2 chacologist and atthor of - Light
Frpm the Anciént Past, The Archae-"
L . ology of the ‘New Testarieni. and The
' - 7 Archdeology of World Religions. As
“ V" the. tour progressed, Dr. Fincgan -
gave a, pumber of lectures bmigm
rtant insights on the biblicai
reiau onships of  the archacology
- siles we visited. .

‘The journey proper began aﬂcr

~

N

D  From there our group motored 10
o . nearby Netanya 'where we checked
“into 2 hotel and got to bed around
§2:30 a.m. it was up again at 6:15 *
" and on the bus by e:ghl o'clock. Ne-
tanya is a “boom town” founded in
the 1930s. It is the regtonal mpnal

‘Dr. Charles Dorothy of the Am— .

‘  Cossarsé
- Mfwﬁm ‘the El-Al jet- landed at - Tel-Aviv. - -

1 " Photos by Brizn Knowdes — GN
Partly restored Roman amphitheater
fyj) at Caesarpa where-Herod Agnp-
pa made his infamous speech.. it
$ hare that the ange! struck Herod -
wn for vamqlonousiy allowing the .,
people toaddress him as a god (Acts
12:18-23}. The amphitheater is oc-
casionally used for entartainment
events today. Above: Dr.
Dorothy of the Ambassador College
Faculty pointing to a replica of a
stone pilfar located at Caesarea
mentigning the name of Pontius Pi--
iate, in a Latin inscription. The onigi-
nal storie is locatéd elsewhers..
Right {this page): Beautiful Mount

Harmon from the Sea of Galilee. Mt. -
_Hermon's snow‘covered summit
- provides the sources for the waters -

of the Jordan River and’ the Sea of _
‘Gaidee. . David aliuded o the " dew of

" Hermon " (Psaim 133 3) which waters

rhc sunoundmg mountain area.

-

popuiauon of amund 75(1)0

to thc antieattown of Caesarea and

v:s:ted lhe ‘Roman - amphuheat:r :

where Herpd -Agrippa made his in-
fameus speech- (Acis 12 lS-Z}f—J he
Jewish historian Flavias Joacphus

rfes

" the speech “was éleli#ered “in the

theatre” at Caesarea: -~ & .

“Now, when Agrippa had rengned '

three years over all Judea, he came
10 the city Cesarea’
hlbned shows in honaur of Cae-
sar. ... On the second day of which

'shqws he put on a g.armem made

wholly of silver. and of a contexture

truly wonderful, and came into the -

" theatre carly. in the moiming; at

2

which time the silver of his garment -

being illuminated bf the fresh re-
flection of {the sun’s rays upos .it,
shone out after a surprising manner,
and was so resplendent as to spread

‘a horror over these that looked in-
- tently upon him: and presently his’

their impious flattery . .

. .rengn

flakerers_« med oul, one from one

_there he ex- -

PR g-l!hnm,. ”

" place. and atother from amother,

* (though not for his good.) that he
. was'a god..

. Upon this the king
did neither rebukc them, nor reject
- A severe
pain also arose in"his belly and bc-

;. Ban-im & mast vmlem ‘mManncr .
_ of the plam of Shamn ‘and has a

his-: pam was ‘become.
fent . .

worn, out by the pain in his belly for

vie-

. five ‘days, he departed . this life,
— From- Nem.nyamugnupmnmmd _being-in the fifly- founhym of his’

age, amd the seventh year of his

" section 2).

© wrote an interésting parallelacbount -

of this cvent and stated plainly thay

It was a strange feelmg o stand

on the stage of the very theater. at
appmmmately the sarne time of me

'.eoooms Apﬂiliﬂs

. when_he had been quiter

" (Jusephus, Antiguities of -
the .leus, book X‘I§ chapter VI,

.




God's' angel had smitten Herod
>~ Agrippa for hs colossal fvanily.‘and

| presumpluousness!
In addiion 1o the mmams of g
large Roman aqucducL we alo
- viewed a replica of a smalf coiumn
_or pillar fousd at Caesarea which

chaeological record of the namg of .
Ponuu.s. Piate . (Pilate was' men- .
tioned by Jusephus and Tacitus, but
- oo ‘mohument or inscription had
_ever been found carrying his name
until this one. Twas found.) The in-
. scription is in Latin. (Su accom-!

panying pholo)
"H-ﬂlddﬁ C S

. day {earlv in the morning), in which

- pernaum, {left, - this - page). €e

" had nscnibed upon it the only ar-

Ruing of a Jewrsh symypgue arCa -

top: Basalt foundation of the j
naurm synagogue. The darke stmes
of-the lower part of the foundation
may wel! be the base of ihe onginsl .
first-centwy synagogue .in which

Jesus preached during His Galilean -
ministry. (Mark 1:27) The super.
structure of the existing synagogue

is believed to have been constructed
.. 'in the third or fourth century. Center -
Ipcated at .

. bottom: The “Big ‘Dsg",
the southwest corner o! the Temple

wal. in Jbrusalem. This picture ..
shows the iatest development of the

o

. A sccomd high spot aon the mg
was_the site. of b:bheaj Megidao.
aMe&ddm is. located a numbet of
. jmiles inland from the port of Haifa.+
Ancieatly, Megiddo was one of

which uarded the key mountain
passes of ahe Mmma Carmel arca.
. Mequdo guzvded the best pass
o betwag the cpagtal plain to the vpl-
m‘ . 74{;10:5 and on fiosthward
! mascus. It wasat —
) mg osiah-of Judah
~ was ;lam attempting to block. the

derthward to'fight the Babylodians.
- Read this, Anteresting account whirh _
: shows God doea« work at uma

* ikkee - iwportant forlified cities

‘passage of Phardoh Necho-of Egypl ‘

$rc
excavated jpintly by Hebrew Unsver-

8ily and Ambassador Coliegé. Right: -

Jerusalem from the Mount of
Olives .The Templs wall and the

. mosgues of Al-Agss andamumay ‘

he seen °m the mrddlu grouﬂd

.'bmugh unu‘mcrncd pegple (ll'z_ :

Kings 23 and 1l Chron. 359

- 1t was aiso at this same pass lim
Gencral Aﬂenby s lproes surprised v
anmiies in l9l8 )

igdo ns Tell evLMue.mlAm It

named Dr. G. Schumacher in- 19103-
190S. It was found that Megadd.e
was situated on a high mound or hill

(:I.elj)‘l,nd ‘was foriified. by a wall .

t ckcavated by-a Gezman' :

- some 13 feet thick! Later, this wall

» was doubled in thickness. (If vou

wish to read further on the devel-

{ - opment of thesvarious stages of Me-

giddo. be sure 1o check Kathleen
Kcn\-ons lrc&geologt in tRe Holv.

Aﬂez a pleasam junch a1 Haifa.

on the cozst. we went up W ghe -
Mousdt Carmel area and took a - -

‘numbes of pictures from that out-

*standilig vantage point.
Nazarwth

-~

Later, we visited the ity of Naza-

reth, Jeus' home for many years.
The population of Nazareth today is

‘maialy Arab, of which sbout 200000' -
are Christians. At Nazareth we visi

lorcal site-which is- beng - ey the lgjgest Roman Catholic
‘Chusch in the Middle -East, the .
Chusck of the Anﬁuw&dmm 'ﬁm )

the alleged site
.. secund. - Catholid ‘Church, ‘a2 e
bng,her up the same hill, is said 1p be
‘constructed over the site of Joseph's

‘Carpentry shﬂp. ‘As -we . emerged
from . these magaificent struclures,

impréssive alh§nl was bml!'upon

we encountered Asab bcggm in the .

s’u'ee! :mmadigmy gd;:anL

f SMars cave.” A

80: of Golvho -
Cem;miy unong the -most -in-x

spiring aspects of the entire tour was | -

L

acmszscm:aLhzbcaln!ﬂ’ujScaof(}aw o

" lilee. From our vantage point in the

- small craft we could see many sites
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of bibjical significance. including ’
" tke magnificent. snowcapped Mount
Hermon in the distagpe. The unusy-
ally ciear day and.crystalline beauty
"was m@emapted by just one grm re-
minder of modem times: Jsraeli
Phantom patrol jets piercing the sky.
The lake cruise ended at the site’
. of the ruins of Capernaum. Here we
" walked in a synagoguc where Jesus
is". radutionally belicved to have..
taught. Actually, the main structure ’
- of the synagogue¢ is from a later .
peniod. but the foundation may well
be that of the original first-century

seems 1o be authentic:
AfRer brief visits to Tiberias (John
'6*:23')'and£ana4lohnlzl;J:Ml),ivg .
returned past Nazareth to'the area
_of Samaria by way of the Valley of
Jezréel, We were unable to get more
thag a glimpse from a distance of
.- the tell of ancient Samana. Near.
Y Wabulus we visited the site of and
drank water from Jagob’s well {John
" - 4), above which towers the 3000-
foot summit of Mt. Genzim. Dr.
Finegan fcill this site was authentic.

S 11~ . S

R cational areas was the site of old
.~ . -dericho. Actually. there e three
.- Jerichos: Oid Testament Jerichb,
New Testament Jericho and modern
Jericho! The site of old Jencho has
been partally excavated by British

'

. -

v

- Ohe of the most exciting and edu-

R

1]

The Dome of the Rock {Mosque of
Qumar) and - the scale model which
stands beside it fleft photo). The
model represents ERpearance of( .
the mosgue before it 7
- recent times. - The i
of which the model’is & igplica, was -
constructed in the seventh centusy
A.D. Above: Archaebiogist Or. Jack
Finegan and Lawson Briggs. assoct-
ate cditof of Good News. compare
notes near the Déad Sea Mountains -

structure. * Certainly the site itself - of Engedt are in the background. -

The Engedi aréa is where Dawvid and -
- his men hid from King Saul (1 Sam
24 1). Reght (this. pagej: The site of
-+ ancient {Gfd- Festament) Jencho ex- .
cavated most recently by Bnish ar- -
chaeologist. Kathleen Keayon. .
Archaeciogists generally regard the
mound of old Jencho.as one of the
oldest. ciues wn-the worid of which
we pow have an existng record.

- aschaeologist Kathleen Kehnyoa in
. recent, years. and by others carher.

Sea- Scrolis ‘were found-in the late”
. 1940s. As'we drove along the shore ~
_of the Dead Sea. we came to under-

stand why it’s dead! The chemical
stgnch was an affront <o the rostrils
— actually, the Dead Sea i about
one thigd chemicals.

The Staic of Israel has efecied a
multimillion-dollar chemical

‘extracting plant at one end of the.

Sea 1o extract these valuable chem-

" jcals for industrial use. Close behund

and not to be outdone. the Joiden-

ians are hurrying to open sumils

chemical extreCuon faclilies. b ster
in the day we saw from the heghts

the series of dams beinnd which the .
increasingly desiwated brne was

_pumped into ever smalier pduis. '

- After, ¢
Engedi (where David ‘hid from:
Sanl). we amnived at the inspanng
site of Masada. Masada is a symbol

tc modero Israelis, a symbul uf
courage and resolve. ltis the fortress

- where the Zealows held out for years
agamnst the Romans. s
About AD. 73 the Roman cogi-

. I was ipterésting to noic of cither ,peers buill @ stupendous f4mp

_ side of the tell of old Jencho the
__abandoned refugee villages teft over
from, the 1967 was. Chances afe.

" ihe Holy Land scemed to take for

. granted that there will be war agaio
<gon, probably gy year: |

After Jgniche we beaded south 0 <

"Qumiran where the famous Dcad

they will again see use! Everyonc o

agamSi the 300-fout sheer clﬁi} of | -

the mountaih and captured the for-

~fress. A future articte in ihe GN will

outlise the sigaificance of this im-

poriant bocation.
-~

The group spedt some & ¢ nights

in the cty of Jerusalem. W\ loured

ving near the ¢ soof

< GOOD NEWS hm i875




the Temple grounds and mandy im-
poriant archacological sites in the
- 0ld City. Perbiaps you would be sur-
" prised 1o know that we had fo visit

two separate sies for thie crucifixion
and 1wo for the burial — Gorden's

. Calyary and garden tomb and the

Church of ihe. Holy Scpulchre
{where another ~C aivary“ 1s shown).

- Affter leaving Isrdel we headed for 4

Athens, ‘Greex, where the “apostie

. Paul confronted the Arcopagites of

© Mars” Hall We - then touzed this

 spoke -daily 1o Yz
. gospel (Acd-IT:
" Marbie is very much awaﬂabke wm

modern city of over two miltion — it
was valy a wvillage of about 10,000
pedpic when it bocame the capital
of a Gresce mainly mdep@:ndenl of
the kas in the M century . — vis-
and scemg the

Greeoe and b usexd in ‘much of me

" major mnﬂmwea The ua) En!emlﬁy

sparkles in the sun as it fills every

flat space and stretches “across the'

* geatly roliing hilis into the distance,

T e

". The Greeks have sa statue to
Harry T‘mmfsn 1o the egicy_OfAlhcns_

"~ The Enal !cg of me gaumev
lhe leemmg city d' Caaro (‘_m &

poor Arabs.  The unempio‘\/mémi

- rale i3 upwards of 15-20% e Egypt, -

and ihe suacas uerc ﬁlﬂﬁ with

The agora or market place ‘in
Athens (left; this page) whem the
apostie Pauwl sp to' p
fActs 17:17). Center Top: Mars’ HLIi
in Athens. This is the place of the
Areopagites- aof the seventeenth
chapter of Acts where Paui disputed
‘with the. philosophers of, his day
aboyt the. “unknown God. " Center
bottom. - Locking directiy. up the
 massive stone !aﬁa- of the pyremd
of Khefron This"gigineéring marvel
13 the second largest of the three fa-
mous pyra{mds Yhe. pyremid- of
 Cheops (Khufuj 1s ctually the laiy .
est. it is approximately the same
height, but ascends &t a.much
Sbﬁm angle. grang §t°-greater
overall mass Right The pyramid of
Khefrgn from the tomib of Tutankha-
“men n Egypt This tomb- yrelded
. some of the grestess treasuses from
ﬂu early dyvmsues m:am Egypt.

*mple wandc{mg Mm}y a&mg
Eﬁ.“k&{l@ f6r § bandout or for sonpe-
s W do As we relurned 1o the
irport w depam. we saw small chil-

;k:e@ wam.

. Bus dnivers seem able 10 acgotiate
thg crowded stieels oa the swredigihe
~of they hom abone. I was & wild

ride to the awrpont from our hotel
) _k‘xawd neas the p‘\,mmﬁﬂs - oar-

. so-talled Seoond Pyrarnid — the tomb

-excepuon — had been suocessiully

- Cawo w Athens to Rome w New™ '

: waxwd:t: day to visit the sites of ag- .

. the Brst. balf of the twenticth, ac-

“discoveries will uudaum:dh be o
. ‘made that will funtier confine '

_fdren Mﬂd&ciﬂ around dung fres by
/. the poad. e ?ﬂﬁﬂi&hﬂ effort to_

: wmrmqfﬂn Near East as v as ’
ke coibscal prophedies whig
i de;unaﬁ’!ubem!ﬁﬂed iR

ars of the worid.

2. N
rowly m\ﬁk%idcb nd Mﬁéﬁmﬂs’ f

While in Egypt the group visited the

of Chephren. We also visited the

Cawo Museum which was built by the

Freagh in 1900, §t features fabulous

treasuses frem pyramids and tombs

of the carly dynastes of Egypi. - -
».Judmenhe&m‘faiwk weaithof Tut-” .~ .
agkhamen. whose tomb — a rase

L

bidden from the grave robbers.
Afler a iong senies of flights from

York o San Frapcisoo 1o Burbank,” .
two of the group amised tome. - _
bone weary bit much enlighgened. ]
by the events of the previous ten ~ |,
days. Dr. Dorothy remained behind © - -

ciens Ture and Sidon, 2 well as the

cuy of Bewrul Lebanon. . - .
Archagplogists h;sc ip the latter -

balf of the ninetéenth ccalury, and

complished a great deal in bnioging
the ancient pasi 1o light Many pew

ahe
efficacy of the biblical record. i
. Future issues of The Good News . ‘
will carty aruicles pertainiog tosome - - . SEEE
of the imporiant archatobogical dis-’

T— &}cn Kraow!qs
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= . What is the difference be-
tween the “spirit’’ and the
| ~tgster’’ of the law? God
wanis you 10 keep His com-
mandments. Satan wishes e
you to ‘&;r(éek’ them. How LUE 1333*- REaTE
does the devil deceive the ) ‘.F;:?:N;f‘%% cven in s
- ufqvid —_— a'ﬂd some Ch‘ﬂs" - had of “‘E’E‘s’?&i«' AnushnsE” PRl ;
 tians — into breaking i 1o re dme do away i e oo
God’s law? R auskrd. ~Beloved. beligwe noT ELETY of Gad. He gg.a@d:‘ =Thimk 2811
by Ray®nons F. McNas sparat. but wy € spimis wheiber - am Some w Sestroy the lae. @
e semseemnie - thew ase of God Bpcause many fakte prophes: § am 6l GOTE 10 FEslih.
g e think vou oaly need W0 oul imlo the bl o fuiEl” iMan 3070
s keep the “spirit” of God's A » ' Then, He W&?ﬁ:@d: R ook r
W 3w Oibers belicve 350 husl Peler alo forelsld greal aposiasy. thevelore shall break one of thesy
ajways chey the sirict “lenies ” Boih TRyt there were falde prophels abo - leass commcadmenis, and shall dganh
v vigws are mOOMTECl . | BIBUDg the people. -even . 83 tere men so, ke ohaid Be called the lzal
* Does God want you 1o keep the - shall be false teachers among vou, o the wipgdof of heaven bul
_ . spint” or the “letter” of Has ecm- who pras iy %h;ﬂﬂ tryng @ damaable  whasoesershall 2o ard weach thea.
.. mandments? Or does He want spu beresies . ... \.:i‘ﬂ_'?t"ltf‘?-ﬂ\i-_ ' V&l?(umcshm be caliod great in the
: “¢o keep hotk the “spint” 20d the Would they be ssccesful @ lead- - kingdom of heasen” (vens 19) .
. “jenes” of His 13w? SRR ing mulnigdes wto emes? ~“And Which of the commandmgnt v
3 R Samc,_beﬁ'e-.e \be keeping BT ~ ‘;@n}":&haﬂ‘l follow hew p‘emgm you look upen as beung the “least 7
! » ways. by reasen of whem 1ie way of ls it the fourrh commandment? 18
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7 feceive you”

God's Ten Gommandmeais & un:
recessary for salvation. Many pro- '
fessing Chmstiass  belicve "they

afents, the exception being thic Sab-
_ bath command. S
" Syl others prbfess 8o bepeve in
L “the Ten” but break tho first and
~sewonid commandments by rever-
LOCPE ‘idols, break ihe fourtk
commahdment - by substiluting @
counterfeit sabbath, of break” other
of “the, Ten™ by iheis actual behel
and practicés.. o

R Dcesieed Wodd - I S ; X ¥
- T whai be must do 1o receive eteraal’

Your Bible reveals that Satan has™

deocived the “whole world” .

- And ihe founder of Chiistiagity- -
~wamned: “Take heed that ‘8o Man
(Maii. 24:4). Further-

" pruilh shall be vl spokep of” perse 2y

. Falge teachers, sath cunning &e-
ceplions. would pecome 0 diaboli-
“galiy effectve: sayd Chasi. Ut “ifu
were possible. they shill deceive the
geery eleci” {Mall. 24°24).
Alseady. some of the “very elect”
have listened to ~falss teachers™ and.
have been caught ¢ff balancs.

{s obedicnoe to the Ten Com-
mandments necessary for saivation?
What did Sesus say? :
'th'.sr a young man askpd Hume
tife. He wid hum wo “keep the oo
, mandments” (Mat 19:16, 17: o,
Mark 16:17-19). )
Christ mentioned Bve of tbe Ten
Commarndments (Mau. 19:18. 19)..

" bonourable” (ks 42:21). -

second? The third? -
) Ciest - did oot do Bway with thé
law of God™ rather He magmied

* and made i glonous: "He [Chzus]

will magnfs the L, and ‘make W

But how did He magni/y the lsw
of God? Notwe how Chnist enlafged
the Gixih commandmenl: “Ye hive
heard,” said Chridt, “that gl wa» said
by them of oid time, Thou shall not

Ckill. ... Bui | say upto you, Thal

whosoérer is anpry with hus brother
without a cause shall bew dapge? of
the judgment. .. (Matt. 520, 22).
~Whaspever haterh his brotbdi”

. ¢aid Jobn. “is a murdergr .7

1 John 3:15) .

Here is biow Christ magaified the |
seventh cdmmandment: “Ye bave
" heard that it was said by them of old

—

.mode; He foretold that “masy false  and then quoted oac of the twe  time Thow shall mol commit. adul- . S
S SN . GOOD NEWS Aprd 1975 i‘:
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Byhan Chriél came 1o mg
He come ETRATES @OF T

T ogremomial” “&mﬁm&

@' “‘m-
d o walsine” laws — as found in the law

: . of Mases? Or d&id He come o mag’
T oify ke “spimual” law — mm"y
called tbe “moral” law — 12 Ten -
I
|

, CM@L“:.;» {(Rom. 71457 .

ki The Law of Moses

I ) .
C fr s wrue that che entive “law of

Mases™ as given in the Old Testa-
v ment w szl tolally applicable to
. - Chrshans soday. But s docsa’s
3 mean that all of the haws ¢ contained
in the books which Mases wrote are
meamunglehs today. Christ made the
two greal commardments of Levi-
ons 1918 and Deuteronomny 6:3
just as binding ot New. Tes‘zawa g
Clirsliams as they wege for (idse un- <
der the law of Moses: “Thou shalt |
bove the Lord thy God with al] thy
* beart, and with all thy soul asd ©
. “with all thy sirengih, and with ail
) thy mind: and {you shall love] thy
oeighbour as thysell™ (Luke 15:27).
God's law s upheld all e way
fiomn Genesis 10 Revelation. “Adbwa-
- ham obeyed my voice, and kept my
mgt‘ my commandemealy, my slag™
utes, "and my laws” (Gen 26:5). .
‘Abraham mixed his foik (his heheﬂ
with morks — with active obedi
“Was not Abrabam our fathey jaméo )
* Bed By woris when Bt Bad offered
© Esnac his son. upon e altar? Sees
thou ‘bow fath wrought with bis
works, and by works was faith made <
peﬂ&l” (James 2:21, 22))
- And yei there are thase who thick

" ‘neosssary o practice circutciion,

C‘mmmtx enly meed “faith” ¢ “be-

| Gef” — with oo wotks, God's Word

s2ys we ceed 1o have both faith and
WOTKS * ‘ixed up,suwf

”, So don” ever lstan

thene a,;vz

oD mOTRS

tzan?

-The New T estammenl reveals that
iremol cacessary for u believer to
ohserve the cnture “law of Mosss™
But this does o1 mead that mose of
Maoses” commands are binding oz
the Chrsman?

A oguncl of the New Tw.amma
Church (A.D. 49) consluded (among

 other thuings) that it was oo kmger -

meoessary 10 kecp ul.‘zzlwﬁo!f_ low of
Moses. At that tme ceptain men

‘were leaching thal Christans st

be “grcumcised after the manner of
Maoses™ in order 1o be "‘s.awed' (A -
15:1). k . '
] ’ﬂh;y tayght that dhe “‘liw of
Mases™ un ifs enlively musl be kept: |
“Bul there rose up cerain of the sect
of the ; Phansees whch beliewed,
saying. That it was, neddful to cir:
cumcise them; and to command
them 1o keep the ﬂwmﬂ hw 0!
- Mises™ (versE S

- The apodies! undes divioe in-
spiration, decided it was oo loager

which was part of the Mosaic laws

They then wiote leiters 1o all the
churches euplaining * this ~ matics:
“Forssmuch as we bave heard, that *
certain which went out from us bave
roybled you with words, subverting
your souls, saying, Ye must be cir-
wmei\m and keep she law Jof
Mases — virse 3] whom we gave
a0 such commandment” (vesse 24).
The Gdbulz conn erts weneinforized
what they -should d@ w pkm God-
(vesses 28, 29).

The qugm@u of obedience w

, Rﬁﬁﬁ“tr y dispoted @
Cing

Taw”
Tea Chmmandmeats, and at ‘other - .
- tmes be plaioly pointed o the
 “lesses” Law-sa@umdmuhchg@f

¥

up a1 thiz couscil

ke Lara cf Maoses
g5, muals, camael mrl:_ﬂt& N
&ubm elr.

Later, Pau) explained that ~gifls
azd sacrifices” could mor make thet
praculioner “perfeit, &s pertaiting
to the cunspenos; which stood osly
? mexls aed drizks, and divers

rm and camial oydincnces, im-

.. posad on thern until the fime of ref- -
ornaten” (Heb. @ 9. 0y

Jesus taught men to ums,ar@ God

from the beart: “God s & $pinit

and they that ams.ap bim most

worship bim in symz aad in orath”

Uont 4:24).

Msaning of .“the Law"y
Many w-ple get oonfused oom-

the @meaning of the uém’l .

“law.” The Hebrew word for law ts

torak, ‘and the Groek word is momos. <
The word “law”™ (torak or mmm};

s very broad and can mean many

differens things: 11 can refer wo the.

Word ‘of God, to the F&we Bmuof

Mcia % the Ten-

‘au_m sefer to sacnificiat, wcmo-

maal, ar .,.t: o camal “law{s)”

. a&i@tpemdmgmmcmzﬂt\ -

When Christ sajd® He did not
come o “destioy. the law,” He was’
refesving o the cicioal “spiritual”
(or moral) baw of God — pot to the

" cercmonial, mﬁaa" I, rirualistic of
mhmmwmaam\!awd-

Mases.”
Likewise, ﬁﬂmnhn!spm&eofnbe
‘Be semclimes referred to the

Meses, .
que bow \i‘aga‘ tefers to ihe Ten
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Yes. the Ten um‘zﬂ: dmeny Law
wmu“.ﬂ ard it is m:ly “j_._ﬁ
mﬁ] ~good” §

Panl @0l z@l]k.m@ bere albout the ]
ritwalistic, ceremonial, seorifoml or

carmal laws mmm..ad\m the law of

Mases Rather, be cearly means the
“Tem C ummr&..tms (werse Th :
The “lesser laws” oontaimed in the
Law of Maoses were 2 “yoke™ — but
‘mot the Ten Comandments.
Ratker, they are callod the “perfest

faw of lberry” (James 1:2%). Jarmes

also nefiers to tke seocnd grest com-
mandment &5 & “‘my&i law™ {(ﬁwm
2:8). .

Cleacly. mc&a&pmmzmﬂm
James is feferring to the “spiritusl”
hw@ﬂ’Gaﬁi &8 contaired in the two
gmcdu oommands; and forther apl-
ficd in the Ten Commandments.

Dud James thick.cay of the Ten
Commundmenly were “gone
away™? “Fox whospever shall keep
the wikole w, and yet offend |1rans-
gress) 1o o€ p@u_, e s guilty of
2li” ¢James 2

soandrments are like a chain having

wmhmnlhmchnkg(@r@mmﬁw

beoken, the whole is broken.

How many peiars are ibere in this, '

law &f which James W7
He meations the commands

aguinsi aduliery and lolling (verse

(313, Thea he says that this “dguof

- Ehevey T4 the law bg which mugig

be judged (verse - 52) .
The Fourth Wn

The Bible ciarty emjoins Gods

wpiewmpmei‘w(‘m@;!@

M The Ten Com-

oxiles fk*?” Cod's st
j pimly Sﬂ% e shb
%ﬁm was made v :ar:".‘ (Merk
227
Jesus cusormanlly kept e Sah-
bath — though 001 SACONINE o the

q; a’w v“i *’.mﬂmrrh of ri“: ?‘mr— :
g

w, ~® \é’/u kmow iIL’”’ LPIELES B,
kept the Ssbbath. And. of all
poopls. Paul. the aposile &0 the Gen-
tiles, kepl the SJIN:& th (sor ALHE
13:04, 42, 43, 17208 M)

- Was the Sabbath changed from

e sevemit b uhe s oy of the
wock. a5 some Clam? Btk Scnpiune
ard secular hutory prove fhat the

The Bible.makes it amply
ciear that we are.now 10
“worship God in spirit and in
truth,” but this does not

mnweaveleugmrem n

literal commandment —
flagrantly violating the
tetter of the lew.

Nigw Turwmcﬁﬁ CWM

wﬂy
kept the Saubbath. Sunday obser-
VADOE mmz mte popular wsage by
Chrisian-piofessing groups ces
turics afier Chrisi 35 Fs FPostics
Gied The Empetor Conslantine §-

gally made ~Suzday’ the cfcial
day of worshup i AD. 325 -323. -

(sze for our fiee Booklets Whirh -

Bay s vhe Sabbath of the New Ties:.

T lament? and  Which Day iriiér

. Chyasisan Sibbdih?) . .
‘Ouher Chrusijen- professing teach-
‘ere BlLmER O e,pmwm amay ibe
ﬁwﬂh somdandmest. They e
o keep the Sabbath cvery day, d
the weeh. Nofiwe Bow hE B TE-
plased by oae proponcsi of-(hs
fabie docines: “Lel us BOW waa,g
RCstEm L9 | m‘wmbday wtckly
saipbaih. The sabbatk ®a wamn
RIS . . . pe Bl cm

e Tom EREETT ETIRETE,

fC:»A wpkbaih

dopmrns E‘x;mm
2w o sEfph m@j R

pb myJ Mbhm‘:’a‘
Tegrired w bty WHL

B this . teacher w 2o \:xrr.zu
away & Lot af m”ﬁ-l ney. (Wod says
the Sﬂbbmhw se weventh oy
hzam s made Jor Tman”
mot just for dhe Jewah pooplt Sud -
 ghoas tbpt whas Eay wmaw g S &
day of r_as‘bymm rest and relansson
Txs well as s doy of £ e’ Repl
oution thicugh worstup oft cney
Creater.

Thoge who teach .%.eu.n'l keepog
G@dt Sabbth ou gnete the €3
mgﬂ& of Chmet and Payl H“‘q
vy REEEE Ydn CGAD “aetp b
mwmﬂ “holy” wihen G Fip
no? ‘made them boly ‘Re membes.
yerd chnt  keep walel bt 1 ewld
amdﬂ@mumm&cm c1 beod o
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- service'in persecutmg the Clmmhq

23,,28,°24:9-10; John 16:2.)

‘Are you a “fair-we'ath'clr Chris-

. tian”? Does your, Christianity re-

main intact only’ so long as the -

‘going is easy? Do you falter in. a
time of advcmly" God says: “If -

thou faint in the day of adversity,
thy strength is small” (Prov. 24:10).
Are you committed to Christ and
His ‘Church? -Or - will you. ‘endure
only so long as the going is compm‘-

' auvcly casy?

The apostle Paul éncouraged the
congregation ai Rome to allow roth-
ing o separale them from the lovc
of Christ. : o

“Who shall separate us from the

- love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or
" distress, or petsecu!mn, or famine,
Cor nakedness, or peril, or sword? As

it is written, For ‘thy sake we are -
killed all the day Jopg; we are ac’
munted as sheep for the slaugh- °
ter...~. | am persuaded, that neither &
denh Dor hfc, nor angels, for prin-

cipalities, nor ' powers, nnr things

present, gor things to- coqe nor

_ height, . nor depth, nor any other:
“créature, shall be able to separate us
: - from ‘the Jove of God, which is in
" Chist Jesus our Lord” (Rom, 8:35-39)

-fundamental errors in God's snghh

“But I have a few things against

thee, because thou hast there them

that hold the - docmm-. of Balaam,
who taught Balac to cast a stum-
blingblock before the children, of
JIsracl, to cat things sacrificed unto
idols, and 16 commit fornication. So
hast thou also, them that hold the.
doctring of the Nicolaitans, which
thing I hate” {verses 14-15).

The ¢hurch at Pergamos had a

liberal auitude “loward idolatrous

- practices s.um}ar to_those long ago
" condemned in the 'Word of God - mitiing this harlot of a woman to

(compare Numbers 25:1 and 31:16).

.. God Rutes idolatry and all of its as-
‘Sociated accou(rcmenlb' Most of the

pagan, idolatrous religions were as-
sociated with rank, hedonistic ‘sex;

" uval promiscuity. Temple prosmulcs

-

were [requently involved. .
"Many, of loday’s sc»called Chm
tian. practices — such.as. the ol

©.vance QLChnstmas and Easter, wuh

the gcwmpanymg» “Kissing under

_ the mistiéioe,” hot-cross buns, “Ish-

- tar” bunnies, suririse services, ete.,

have their origins in paganism. The

idolatrous prqcncw to creep into
* their worship of God. They were
influenced by a self-proclaimed
“prophetess” named Jezebel. Like
the Jezebel of old, she was an idola-
troys person who sgduced the lead--
ers of God’s Church in that.
congregation to permit'evil practices
wnthm the ‘Church. )
: The/ term “fornication” - in verse
- 20 probably applies to such prac- °
- tices as temple prosumuon and sex-
ual promiscuity in conne;uon with
idol worship. The church ‘Was per-

" actually mﬂuencc the lcadcrs of the

. congrcgauon'

-While such practices are not-com-

" monplace i the Westem world

~ tpdap (i.c., temiple prostitution and -
gross idol.worship), we certainly do

- have our snpiusuuted" versgons of o

such things. | " =

. Anything or gnyone, allowed i
mme before God'in the Chnsmms )
_ life becomes an idol} We are called.

" to worship: God — not angels, mien,

or objects of wood and stone. God'
his never sanctioned bowing down

' The sime may well come in your
_hfetime and mine’ when true Chris-

tians will again be martyred for

_'lhcu beliefs. Those who will per-

te us will.actially become con- -
vuwed that, Lhcy are doing God a -

God!' (Compare Matthew. 10:2

v

God’s wamming to. the congrega-

" tion ‘at Smyma was “be thou Faith-

i‘ul unto death”! And it's alsa a

- Same i3 ru¢ of Valeniing's- day J;IAI

loween, and other special days.
God soeks ‘those who “worship

"Him -ia . spirit and in truth (John

424) He does Dot accept the

‘“Christianization” “of pagan; prac-
lices in - His wonsmp He thunders:
“Thus saith je Lord, Lum not the-

way of Lh,lhcalhcn . For the cus-

toms §f the, pcopie,i-are vain .

. (Jcr 10 2-

). (Be sute to write fo:
our fn;e klets The Plain Trwh

—before carvings of “s#inis” or mem-
bers of the divine family. in fict, the’
- second greai commandment spec:.ﬁ—A
cally forbids nl (Ex. 20:4-5). The.last

_ thing the" aposlle Joha wrote in the .

first.of his three cpistles was: “Little

children, keep yourselves from idols. B

‘»Amen" (I John 5:21)., L.

_ Sardis — Spmtual Smllnﬁ

The wngnegaﬂon at Sardis. (R\e\} ’
:3:1-6) was indeed & part of the

" message that comes ringing down

with ominous import and.. - signifi-

- - cance for today’s Gtmsnm'

. Pomam& —

Idolatrots’ Doctrines

v The congregation at. Pergamos
(Rev 2 12-17) was gu;lly of scveu.l

About (hnstma.v Tfle Plain Truth®
About Ea.sfer ind Pagan Holidays —

or God s Haly Days — Whick?y" -
: Thy.du —

] ldohtry and Adulm

The Thyauxans (Rev. 2:18-29)

were appawnﬂyn auowmg nmzlu

Church of God. .. Thou hast &

name that thou hvesl audan'dmd."' S

Here was & weak . congregation. “

- 'Ouge by one thcy were Jetting the
" basic tenets of their faith slip
~ through their fingers. There were a

-few zealgus ones in that church—a
tiny murg{ny \vho were still zealohs

,‘m‘, e




Te

. of God’s way. “ThO;l hast a’ few.

names even in Sardis which hpve .
not defiled - their garments..
(verse 4). But the majority of the

 congregation was dying on the vine.
- Spiritual - senility - was  setting in.,

: 'rh’cy had one foot in the grave.

A

L}

) Godswayofhfe\ .
As Paul wrote to\the Galatiari. "\

' 3:13).

God ‘warned them to “Be watch-

_ful [vigilant), and strengthen the

things which remain, that are mzdy
.7 (verse 2). .

Church of God today must
take serious heed of these words.
Wc too must constantly- strengthen
and reaffirm the basic tenets of our
‘belief. We must continually renew
our relationship with God and
maintain zcal and enthusiasm fdr

congregation: “And let us not be
weary in well doing: for in due sea-
-son’ we shall reap, if we faint not”

(Gal.- 6:9). He ‘iold the Thessalo--
nians the same thmg (II Thess

God’s people today must pever -

" . tire of doing the Work of preachmg
_Christ’s gospel. We cannpt let down

in our efforts to overcome our own

. personal character flaws. We must

always maintain a spiritual “high”
.in oux_relationship with God and’
- with His Chumh There is no plice
for “spiritual’ senility” in’ this' dy- »

* namic age of dramatic happenings.

The Church of God must march cn

ﬂﬁx—mefmmg—un}—m' :

" toward the ultimate goal of the glo- -
" rious ngdom 0!’ the hvmg God!

s

Phllnd-lphla -
“Hang On-to. Your Crovml

Jesus told the djsc;ples “ln my

' Father’s house are many man-
.. sions.

- I goto prepare a place for
_you. And Jlgo .. I will come

again ..

—rulership in ~for-those—
- who have been called in this age.
“Each bom-again son ‘and daughter.
_of God will be g.tgnwd a crown of -
rulershxp in the coming Km;dom v of

-God. .
‘God's only warning to the Phila-
dslpbunmngregathnwu bokl

I Y

N\

‘was also to the members in
" lar. Each member of God’s Church

, must be given 1o someone else!

~ themselves: as

7. (John 14:2-3). Gud is -
even now preparing positions of -
ﬂuﬁngdom

that fast which thou Last, that no
_man take thy crown” (Rev. 3:11). -
Perhaps Go had‘a particular col-
lectwe respon bllhy in mind for
that congrégation. But the warning
o
" has a posmon of rulership awaiting
‘him in the Kingdom.-If he does not
‘realize and cldim that reward, ir

"God warks all Christians to hag

. on to their individual crowns.:Don’t -

let go of the things which Goll has. .-
gien you. Don't flake put. Don’t
givk up on God and His way of life
— e\er! No. matter what happens —
never\lei go! Claim. your personal
of life -for yourself. ‘Don’t .
/it to be given to anyone else’
use you failed 10 remain faithful! |

Laodicean - Lukewarminess,.

“The church:congregation at Lao-
dicea (Rev. 3:14-22) was lukewarm
" and self-satisfied. They thoight of
as “having it made.”
... Thou sayest, I am wich, and -
ingeased with goods, and have
‘nced of nothing; ‘and knowest not

. that lhou are wretched and miser-
. ablc and poor and blind, and -

naked” (verse 17).
. The Laodiceans were blind ‘w0 '~
theur own' spmtual condition. They
" did not realize "how far down the -
road the} had gone into. lukewarm- *

.. mess ‘and 3p1mual lclhargy They
mtc—or——ﬁ
" condition by their: mktcnal wealth,

‘which is a falsc criterion. -
} They were counscled to refine
. their character — to “buy of me gold
"tried in the ﬁre " (verse 18). They
were admomshed tor seek ‘the frue
riches which come. only- fmm G&l :
~(see ‘Luké 16:11). R

A spirit of wmplaccncy - of self-
satisfaction — i daugcmus to any

Christias. Thercw:llncvcrcomaa - =
- r~-~~~~’—,cﬁm,$00ﬂ y

nmmth&iﬁ'ewhemth&@‘ -
~ can’sit back on’ hjs laprels dnd say .

-with smug self-approval, “I've got'it

made » Never!

* Even the nnghty apostie Paul- '

himself said: “ Tcount not myself
to " have apprehcndod » (Pl .
3 13) Paul dadnuhmkhchad itin’

the bag. He pressed toward the ulti- N
~+ mate goal of his calling. He was

. ch\m:hes”! ) .

never content o coast on into the

: ngdom Every day was a battle

against sin, temptation, the devil,
and the influence of an evil society.

. Paul fought, wrestied and waged war
against the spiritually wicked in-

. fluencesby which he was surrounded
.inhis day. He was a titapicexample of
. zeal. HeTought the “good fight.” He

ran his race’ with thc intention . of
wxnmng And he won!

* But you Cand'1 are still struggling
in this physical fife. We' still have
the Kingdom ahead of ﬁs We have -

¥

not yet been apprehended. We must

never let down and alfow ourselves

td" become self:satisfied and com: .,

placent. We owe it to ourseives to
heed the warning given “to ‘the
church-at Laodicea. .. . .: -

Summsry - T

It is ev;dcnt that - the wammgs
given to all seven of the cjurch con-.

 gregations located in Asia Minor in

the first century hiave, powerful and
significant . meaning for today’s

. Church of God. Today’s Christsan
must attain to-the “fai

ered.” He. must strive to gam "«
clearer understanding of that faith.
He mdst kegp himself free from
false” doctrine, idolatry. sexual un-
cleanness, impurity . in any. forsg,

once del'iv-_: )

, and be wary of the mﬂucnee of false )

. tuchcrs

le—todty—mnst—we d
the pitfalls of spiritual senility — of
laziness and’ selfsatisfaction. We

" must remain zealous and enthusi-
-, astic about the faith we have been

Eiven. We must [et no orie else claim ™~

_~the c¢rown which God has rmervad

for cach one of us! .
"..“He that hath an car*et h:m hed.

-

what ‘the Spirit saith . un(o the =

\

-

5

i
F
% s N
H
]

™ Terd -of thiusands die daily of star--
vation while mitiions. tve with the
ever pr of K
shortage. is that a¥i there is for them?

wsmlhoybaﬂhﬁnhmaplau
In the image

of God™ eommgb’
fssue

Wiat is their uitimate destiny? Why [ ‘

‘and=f Y
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