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~ just the serving. caring for, fecdmg
. clothing and protection of your own *

- _Chrpx Himseif drew the analogy of °
* a “body” when speaking of His own

.. would build. He talked. too. of a
.. “work™” being accom-

. plished on this’ eaﬂh -
. by that very- body, the -

3 them in- tlw ronduc! of that Wmi

j‘: vempg when necessary!, : :

" seem (0 flounder, aimiessly — having
" no great. exciting. stimulating, chal-
- lengiig. job o accomplish. moin-
. spinng goal to réach! Such groups |

sevsu ammFs o'|=' Gon's cuuncu

OUR BODY db% not exp! onl)
) for ielf. That is. the sole
purpose: of your. life is not

M)‘ K

No — you have purpose in hfe'
! No matter what your job. ooccupas
tion, hobbies. or calling — there is a
purpose for you. Your whole lifé -
consjsts of goals short- and long-’
range opes. which 'you constantly
“strive g achieve. You don’t eat guss

-3 “stay alive™ — you are hvmg for a | .
‘purpose’ 1

As we have seen 50 clearlw Jﬁus

‘true Chiurch, which He 'sai¢ He

“body_q{ Cheist” which
" thefe are'
Who- faik lo grasp
itally lmpoﬂam

swned His dmp!e:s W cany ot a Jf°
; ' V“vae all thmgs —_ ho

Wark oﬁ this edrth — that Hc
pmmased o inspirelead. and guzde

. He'prorfiised He Would b in eir
st mrsemrg dm:tﬂy ~imters

Today, millions .of haple«n
. bumans drife through life ajmlessty:: |
‘wufa oo real goals or purposes
_bevond ‘just experiencing each day |
as it -gomes.  Like’ directionless
bumdn bewngs. some Prganizations

usually fragment. glow weaker and |7

Ik purpose and positive direction!

would build!, He explained it is
: gven acamumon to fulfll and ac-
* complish? C

‘caoom m—:m-

weaker. and finally die — for. they -

Not 's0 aith the' true. Chumh of
the living God which Jmu{sasd He

r

by Gamar Teol Annstmng .

- fast “that which ls gooa‘ o

: "Pm 8 me now’ EEE " Yoy

shall know _the tmth _and.

,/the trath shall make- you'
free. f’-"‘Seek ‘and ye shall

Are these lust

spmru I 50un¢(mg pre-

- cepts —— not:intended as

*ﬁmctlcal workable methods.
for- arriving at the truth of\
God? ‘No — Jesus Christ
" commands us to prove the
‘truth. Surely, since Jesus
“said 'l _will_build my’
Church, " He would have Jeft
pmofs for us. of ‘the identity
~ of that tme Church! In. thls
gighth article of this series,”

. you will read.of one of the
most obvious of all the
| proofs of God’s true Chmv:h.'

~ But'to some few ‘the fuifiliingof 2 _

commission is totally unimportant

A Selfish thranon

They. prefer 10 think only in.
smallish. -inward, selfish terms —
concentrating . on themselves. and

- their personal probicms rather than

. the tiny building just outside Eu-

on the hugci) chalienging probiems _ _

-of ali mankind. Such an, atitude
“was illustrated by a man who said. *
“Ain't no need to build no walkway
— ain't gom " nowhere!” With “this-
sarcastic: refort, the farmer spat.
hitched up his overalls and headed
to his 1930s-model car. skirting the
muddy puddies in the churchyard of

| gene, Orcgons city limits. -

It was a Sabbath day in the carly
1940s and the pastor, -
Herben W Amn-

Mr. . o
cuuncn IIAS A S5
the sermon. In' it he had

fth < (Har-Jesus Clmse commis- ||

‘mentioned the need for
otembers 1o help build a
walkway from the un-

paved streci to the front .

porch perhaps by a combination of

. donated labor. and iithes and oﬁ'cr-

- much for one conservative member.

seopc, then mtcmauunal. and then

mgs for this. simple project.
‘Many had complained of wet and

-muddy shoes: while negotiating the A
“rutted “yard” in Oregon’s drizzly - S
|weather The " buitding had beea~

constructed by several members.:
Mr. Armstrong inciuded. ur.ho had
donated labor and materials. Now,

the old walkway had rotted, broken -
“4p. ahd decayed. A few dozen

boards were needed. ¢
* ‘But_all this “progress” was 00

“Why build a walkway? was his
question. Quite likely. his farmyard
dida’t have any. He was complete‘]y

4 " comforable wsdi lus mosSy. raif-
slick boards and- piani-'i. amd his .,
vmudpuddles_ g o

“Ain't yoin’ nowhere.” be said.
And he was right He wasa’t. But
- the Church was.

w». It was going to prow na:waal m\

_.,_vi._; . -
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C worldwide! Because-it:was the Work"
of 'Gob. and not of any man, it was'
destined 10 encircle the globe with.
the Q\namkc message about a Liv- |
ING Jesus Christ who i -the’ sodn i

" coming KING.
- That, hu.lc walxwa) onh repre-
sented a “door to the street. and
. easy acccs from a ingner dner
roadua) toa parch.

A Stifling Misconception.

But the attitude 'o!" at ‘least one
local member represented a, mis-
concéption that has influented mas-

* sive church bodies. decided varibds |

forms of church government, and
Vsuﬂed ‘the true preaching of the gos~
pei for centuries! -

- For that membéer life cons:sted of
rg) o:cmg in thic truth he knew, going

to services each Sabl?alh, and living
qmam on his farm with his wife-
children.. Involvement inm |

and
. projects of growth, even so small as

_a board sidewalk, just seemed pon-

semsical to him.

A

- of comparative poverty, warfare,

.and hand-to-mouth existence.,” 0

_kecp one’s own family fed . and
clothed. “without" all that “foolish-
" mess” of rying to worry about sdmie-
oncs children -sitting around the

. wood-burning stove drying - heir .

“socks’ dumg services. - o
A quict life on the fami" s
- Too bad we can’t all t:n}oyihal
wish 1 could. -
But if those who are caued of
God .are called for a purpose then
" that purpose transcends mere physi-
cal créature comforts.
gl‘éa! purpo.sé is fuifilled — whn:h
primary in the lives of members %f
God’s Church - it can result in their
own personal eternal salvation!

-+ The by-product of that great tran« ‘
. xendental puspose for which God’s
people. are called is their own® pe--

sozml salvation. But that purpose is
far bep ond Just. individual saivalion.
Think! if the onﬂy reaspn God has

" called His people is to gramt them'

personal salvationthen why do the
. caliing now? Why cali so many into
God's Church now in this age? Ob-

+ every year there ;
It was hard cnough in those days'

. years l;ucr* By the year 2
 estimated that world population will

d as that -

wously there isa greai globa! pur-
pose in the collective cafling of those |
who have really repented and be-
come members of God’s true-

.Church. And that great purpose is |

ditectly related to the chaotit condi-

_ uons cxtantonthxseanhtoday
Global Conditions .

Today’s humanity faces the ever-

“ificreasing  likelibood of massive

woridwide famine. This possibility is
fueled by the twin probiems of the

. ever-burgeoning population ex-
- plosion and the dwindling food sup- !

plies i poor, “unaenﬁeveloged“»
Bations.®
On the very- day - you: readl this

. drticle’ - and repeated each-day —

some 350000 babies cry their way.
into existence on p!anet earth! Most

" of these infants ate destined. tragi-
.cally-to life out their lixgs in the

dirt- mr havc—um"’nauons of the’
eartlr :

Evcn afler “sy actmg deatbs,
§ome 75 million .

‘more mouths to:f€ed.on this dready

-overfaxed. carth. At present rates,
'.dﬁmogmphcns apd populayon ex-:

pggs” estimate thal world poRu-

fation. aﬁready exce‘cdmg four:
. ballmn

will double in @p rox|~
mately. 35 ),cars sand double a
itis

reach ‘the dizeying height of six to

seven billiop: thirty-five years: la&er
~ twelve to fourteen” billion! -

usly that can’t .oocur. Som lhmg
has w give. -~ :
in-order to feed aﬂ ume pmpﬁe

- anywherg near an adequate ditt,

world fodd production will hav, in .

> double between 1960 and 1980:

virtually l.nplz by the »em 2000:

' 'thelpmscm rale of increase nmdels
-this a kaghly unlikely. pimba!lky

"plain: English’ — when populamm
- passes-food production. then world-- |
_wide famtine, Starvation, disease epi- -

demucs and resultant [wd wars are,
inevitable! .
Every smgﬁc day - as wiaﬂy i{na-

ware of it as we in the Western

world seem to be — a “jow™ estimate

+ got fuily comprehending the

. and emotion-ct

of ten to twelve thousand people on

‘this globe die of simple- staivation!
And in addition to the hideous
specter of starvation, what 4bout the

. teeming miliions on our poverty-rid-

den pianet who have no skoes? — or
even i some cases, no fee:? Whai .
about the deliberately crippled chil-"
dren who endlessly. wander — mean-
dering through the streeof Calcutta
— begging fgod and ‘monev for
those who callously relieved them of
their httle iegs and arms? Whai a
tragedy to see their matmed.
twisted. distorted, goomish  Little
bodies standing there in grolesgy
shapes--looking up into your eyes—

Q%,g
of a hideous. truel lifetime! * o
What a monstroﬂs penalty to
. have 10 pay for the. seemmgl\ £nd- .
less poverty that has plagusd lmixa
for ecmuﬁw:ﬁ ' :
Wars claim their ,toil too the

- bloed of humanity, spilled in war- -

fargy stains theasoil of India~Viet-
pam. | Korea, Biafra, Bangladesh.
Cambodx& the Middle Edst and

. even “Christian” Ireland. . b

Violence, pohumj agitation. dem: -
onstrations, “-assdssinations, - hijack-
5 kldnabpmgs and mass

-ing
‘ sﬁaylﬁg,s in airpont terminals eich ,

deep and lasting scars on Lhc face of |

._&mazgwd humanity. -
OB ow docs all this’ u‘wldmde .

4 - misery tic into the great global pur- -

Eﬁ: of preachmg and publu.hmg
e true gospel of Jesus Christ?. Is -
Gdé_ smconcerned  about all ‘this |

. massive suffering? Or is He wuly the .

s Hikd o Word View.
" Jesus Christ of Nazareth set us an
example . of concem. compassion

the plight of a héedless humanity.
He showed that God — the Father —
lheGodofaﬂmmy . isthe(‘@d
—of alf mankind - - e

When Jesus saw: the pnufu! Spiri- s :

_ tual gopditions: and’ even . the Tilt- -
. nesses of the people. of ‘His day. He
'was “moved with compassion™’
., EMatt. 9:36: Mark 1:41). He
- yeamned to belp. to save humaand
from the hqu;udmg mufna of its -

6000 NE

T4y

arged empathy (ur -

mms«"
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worid. Thal gospel ‘message was 16
be preached in “all nations” as a |
‘arning and a witness {Mat.
w 24:14).

’ Paul;re\ea;ed jhe true God 1o the
superstitious Athemians: “God that

" made the world and ail things !
thercin 'seeing that ke is the Lord of
- ‘kteaven and -earth....

Arg -hath
.made of one blood all nations of

men for to dwell on the face of the |

earth. and hath determined tHe

times before “appeinted. and’ the -

bounds of their habnauon (Acts
17:34-26).

~God 1s “‘pot wmmg that aﬂ,
should perish. but that aif should

- come to repenfance” (i Pet 3:9).

: shah feaf MI

God' the Father did not-send His |

Son Jesus Christ with a:message of |

sgifish, personal. - mgathemag, seif- |

righieous salvation — but with a

" woridwide message for all mankind!

. saved ..

“And \so all Isiael -shall be
said the apostle Paul i

*

omans ll 26.

. Jeremizh pmphﬁwd abopt mam ,
. n@uons (Jer. 25: 53‘26)‘ Esalah,.‘.
' prophesied concerning Assyria

(ﬁhepter 10). Babylon (chapter 13).
-Moab (chapter 15), Syria (chapmr.
17). Egypt (chapier - l9)*amd marny
other nations and family groups,

which have since spmd 0 lhc four
"~ cormers of lb '

earth. - .
© Godis eonoemed vmb more lhan
just 2 few ."Bxble Belt™ }ehgxous'

hobbynsls in the soytheastern. -

United Smtcs (though He is deeply

.concerned about them, just as Heis

"« about any human being who draws

. -

lm:alh) He has an international .
" ‘message for afl peoples and nations!

B, concerny the Kingdom of God
and, the sahauou of the whole

- laum;m famﬂy

Neotice the cﬂeepl}, mmmg moxds ’

" of Psalm 67: “God be memﬁaﬂ.nmw

s, and bless us: and cavse his face

1o shine upon us: -Sélab. Ther thy

\ way may be known upon earth, thy .

‘zaving kealth among ALL nations .
+ O let the nations be glad and snng
Mr joy: for thou shalt judge the

c.eaom hnlm d

tions upon earfﬁ

. God: shall |

biess ug; ard Gl the eizds of ¢ nisa(ih *

(we'scs!; 4 7).

g,ardl.ng gosp%.l It is a message of |

message of a globe- | ,

lasiing peace. zigiit rulership, radi-- 4
ant beaith and uitimate saivation |

for all races and natipns around the |

world. It announces the way 10 |

world peace and harmony; the way |

to.end ab famines. wars and terror-

ism_ It s a message of frm kope in |

an age ef uuex Ezopc;cssnms_

s Your Rehgﬂm Seifish?

Yet. in spile of the bxbhcah\ re- |

vealéd mwmaamngﬂ thrust of a gav-.

" ing gospel. ‘religion is still a very

private and very selfish commodity
to -many harbonng a spintual m~

‘grown toepail.

They. want that’ “old- umc reli-,
gon” — a rehgwm thal's pait of
onc’s ncal. orderlv. seifled and com-
fortahje lafe: a mh@on that’s like a
favorite pair of comioftable slippers, .
a spinitual uzmquﬂm:r a good book .

. and an easy chau bv that old faver-
ite Ramp

It is as familiar spd- eomfonabic
as that rusting old adtomobile in the

- back farm lot. that his father drdve .
-,'bcfgi him: aidd it 1s.as Hiuch a pant

_'n.

of an encrusted cnvuonmcnl as lhm -

’ oid oak ree oul back, orthat aeak

ing step on the front porch L
" Church -aisendance is aso often-

times for. purely selfish reasons. “At- .

tend the church of your choige,” ad- _

vise the billboards. And ‘that . is
; exactly - what most rehglous types

do! Tl“x‘v attgnd the church which

‘most &aters 10 their owa personal;,
: selfish peeds. notions and d

Some aliend church baa &he\
want a sense of “belonging™: others -
because of the convenicace of the

parking facilities: sull others.. be-

cause they en;my the music — all for
patently selfish reasons. The pemt B’
that & church exists to suil every

type of personality and approach to
‘religion. One can even find churches

that openly worship Satan the devil

-xfahaehappemwbcaﬁmnsm

ticular “bag."'

ms"

Many dehominations are in “cul-
throat” comperition with eack other.

Because of this p@mﬁa: “Christian™

phencmezon. people who are next-
doory neighbors go w0 ' different

.cbumhcs-wb_chammapm—

driving past @ch other with scarcely
a glance.

Those who pralc about “my own
salvation” have los: sight of the
realiy big goal in buman life — hav-
uig forgonen thal the. trie gospel
has o do with giving salsatipn 10 as,
many orher people as possible. -

Jesus cHkened the Ym,gdom of
(de w0 a “pearl of great price” and
0 a “treasure hid in a field” (MatL
13:44™6). The ‘gospel is an all-im-
portant, futuristic announcement of

. how tiat Kingdom is goirg to rule
this carth and how those who hear .

- 'the message may have a vital part in
'Lhal ruling ng&zm' That message

is'a ‘saving, giving méssage — nof 2

. seifishly onented “get” gospel -

‘ John s Duc:phs,&ﬁuundyttw&

: Joim the Baptist’s ministry was

| omne of tmgahtv arid hardship. He - _
apparendy‘ate a stringent, limited -
diet —. mainly subsisting 82 locusts ..

and wild honey. He lived a very

“.austere Life-style, so much so. that . .
. contemporaries observing his un- - -
conventional behavior * mistakenly - .,
wcused bim of being dcmon pns~
' When John heand of the vwrks of
Chnist, he'sent two of his discipits to |
oy lo substangiate who* Jesus mﬂy
‘was (Mait:
prison, tut. be was aware that some-
" where, somehow. tie Messiah had

il 2)» (John 'was in

10° appear at thai tinjc.) When the

two dwp!m came to Jesus they
[ asked:
come, or do we | loo& fmr m&heﬂ”

“Art thou he that should

(Verse 3))
Jesus amswered:

do héar and see” {verse 4). He then

“(verse S} pomwd w the ' miracies

which umavua&p&hofﬂmmw—

siabship. lesus pointed to the fruis

~ 10 the work being dam
Then Jesus added:

“Go and show
“John again those things which you -

A,ﬂd ahe '
poor have the gospe! pmeachsd to

» i
;
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- dne o

" thing:

them™ 4verse ). He peinted out
that He was in the business of giving

that gcs'peﬁ message — aad this was |
¢ His moest imporian! works. |
Then J’es,s sad a seemgn strange |
~And “‘med is ke, whoso- |

ever shall no? be oﬁ'ended in me”
{verse §). '

What did Jesus mean by ths |
emigmatic saying? Does u;s veiled |

warning and blessing really fit in

~ tkis conlext?

"Yes. i1 does? Let's undersiand.
After a brief descriplicn about

John's comumission and chafacter

{verses 7-15). Jesus began 1o ex-

plain thg meaning by comparing the
two ministres. “John' came neither |
) cazmo nor drinking. and they say.

He haxh a devil j[demon]. The Son of

~man came cating and dnoking. aud -
- they-say. Bchcld a man ghattonous.

and a winebibber. a fiiend of publi-

cans and sinpers. But wisdom is jus- ¢

tified of he; ctuldren (w:m 18-
19). : o

In other words Ythe incongruity 02'

Lhc two situations showed that no
matter what we in God’s. Work«do.
we will be cntscized for d@mg it “ali

- wrong™
. 7 Jesus was . rouudiv au:u\wd and

mucmod because of His “holutobb-
ing” with the leaders of the Sanhe-

dnn. mmng with the Pharisees at a-,
huge banquet table, and going to |

the mamagc feast at- Cana wm Ga-

Yet Jesus pteached to iarge
crowds of people — lhousands at a
time (Mate. 8:); 13:2: 23:1). ‘He

preached the true gospel to. them ~
the gospe of the Kingdom of God -

(Mark §:14).
Tife fact Lhal Icsus saigd, ““And

blessed is he, whosoever shall not be |

offended in me.” strongly wdwates

_ that the disciples of Joha dida’t ob-
‘serve what they had expxud 10 see.

in Chrst. They probably expected:

o Sad ‘someone whose life-siyle was

sLmdai—{oMHs — ‘one of ﬂmgaim

. and, scﬁf-dcmal E\eﬁ John himself
" may have misindersiood! That's -
probably why they asked. perhaps:

pnpmgmmmcd b) John to do so in

" a dubms. qaizuzl tone: “Well, are

St e s

-

we iook for

qu:e differently.

I: is obvious tha! they were think-

" vou he that sheuid come. or should i
‘ancther?” They ex-
pected the Messish 10 be .?;,vmg-{}

: “You couidn’t be the oge — or
Vou \touldn t be here in the m)dsl of“

aii :m,

Chnst s Commission to -

the Discipies

desus commissioned . His
is much the same way 8 pe
commissioned al one lme i the
militany service: A “Commissiened
officer™ enomﬁﬂ]v could ha\c been

an ordinary private citizen. or even |
a wealthy or titled person. who was |
given a directive to carry out g cer- -
tain mission. The. word “commis- |
sion” meaas “with 2 mission”; anal '

(is. wath a purpase or an objective.
- Jesus sem out the twelve wath a

speaific charge ¢7 purpose: “These |
‘twelve Jesus seni forch. and com-,

I
W
i
i

i

manded them. saving. Go set into”

the way of the Gentles. and into

.any aty “of the Samaqiaas ¢nler ve |
. not: But go rather to the losi skeep |
| * Chiistaans at all umes? -
_preach,_ saymng. The kingdom of |

of the hou.s:_ofr fsrael And as ve go.

hkeaven 15 ar-hand” (Maw 10.5-7).
 Church — they were sent 10 pre&c&a
to the world: “As thou hast senj me
into the world.: even 50 have ! alio
sent tiaem intg the . wrﬂd" (Ja!m
17 55) ..‘_:,'_ R

The' main- opmmmmn was 0 the Y

nwisi In turn. the body of ‘beltevers
that resubted from thesr preaching of
the gu}pcl 10 the world bécame the
- “Church.” Byt the Church was the .
bup:@hu ‘of the preaching of - ltc
gospel! .

iF THE GUSPEL WERE \»m FIRST

PREACHED TO THE WORLD, mzu j
‘D WOLLD BE %O Crurcs’

" Afler the gmpc! s preached and

the Churche os formed gy o ressd,
those who are the uilled members of
Ged's Church make it ;mubﬁe - by
their prayers as well ax by theis. con-

" grual physwal and inancal suppon

< for more people-w begr the mes-
ugcwflhcgmpel And that body of
Cburch membcrs also pm’nd@

I3

i

© The dusaples were nor seat to the |

i
|

more ministers by which 12€ gospel
; o ren N Lo

is preached ¢ more and
people. . o

The bom of Christ —the Chusch

— 1is therefore consuiuted o do the
uork of preaching the gospe?-,-

SﬂaPmetdcm

ICSU-S of Nazareth came to this.
- eanth 1o delver jgospd of
L a

Kingdom 10 that 3
Judaes, and {;‘:si_? env
lime — 0 e G(" ;fff @]
_oeeding generations of Jze Cb
He came to teach and wwam His cwn
discaples through these experiences.

He theh sent them out and ol

" thein £o do as He had dore 2w
they were told they. would o even
_greater works than Jesus' “Verh,
\enls
behmclh on me ’ahar( mgiwdes aa
- Chrisiians at any tume in histon

THE WORKS n&u I DO suaz: HE Y

< aLs0: and greajer Woris than these

shall he do; because § go uno my
Father™” (John 14:12}.

- The commission o greach the
zmpcl is a collective charge t‘., ail

New Testamen! hHistory is s
chronicle of the fan that the casli
dhapics fulfilled their wmmission
- They preached the gospel wuth grcdt
-zeal throughout the known mu

The gpostie Paul, called ium thaa
the mgtmi gpuﬂ!m — & “ome out
-of due season” — g&w-mmed otrhe
commission of preaching the gos el

" He was so filled with the sense wl o

‘greal mission thet he sasd - un-

-doubtedly ‘with decp peeling Fr
‘though | preach !ﬁ{"gmptl i m»c
nothing 10 ghory of -fof secesify

fad wpon me; yea we is wAle. me

Cif 1 preack -mi he gospel’™
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Acts, Paul is busy os the b m °

“'ﬂm ‘preachmg thar mvw gospel

Al Paul daek twa sl yean b s

that came 15 unte him, greucking ke

. Akingdom of God and teaching thase

things which concermn the Lord Jesus

Christ. with- all wwafidenee. ao mag :
forbidding kim™ (Acts 28: 30-31).
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Sclomon i the book of Ec-
“clesiastes cemturies 2go. Perhaps
as o other maan. Sclomon urder-
$100d
empugess of so many humas en-
deavors. He realized that one of
_ the ‘greatesD of hummar irclive-
- 1ions was 1o become intemsely in-
volved m acuvites whick owver

the lsng run prodece m ls:mbse, .

‘&slnne resulis
The same dimens:ibn @f huma.u
futlity can often exist-in refigion

as well.. Withiont fealiing i, a.
worshipper cap sometmes skide

- mio- religious  habiss which -are

meaningiess as far as God is oon-

cerned. Mirdlessly repeatng the
same prayers. meditating for
- hours daidy. domg O many laps

around the beads — all Tepresent-
" vaip and mxsdxmcd mnm of .
= a@’shap :

Spiritual Wheel-Spinning

- But there are other forms of o
emply relugwmw that are much-

more subtle in nature. For 4n-
stance. take the
huesedtol usmg i as a tool 1o
_ help in_the accomplishment of

ﬂ - God's will of His Work. 3 Chris-

uas can somelimes allow prayer

0 become an ead .in wself He

may be worried about whether

" he has logged a sufficient amouny -

of fime on\his knees, whethergy

is praying . the proper posisn,
or capcfully gauge how much
physical effort he has expended
in the process. Rather thasn
boldly coming before hus Father’s
" throne, the timorous, niuval-oen-

scidus Christian cringes before

his Creator like the proverbual
unprofitable sefvant.  »

. Under such tircumstances
prayes can often become 3. mean-

tter of prayer.

- by Gsmge Rittay

Have you. ever mduvd
sl y God should be so

cerned about the way

ple worship Him? Why

does” He repeatedly warn
about the pitfalis of vain

‘and empty forms of wor-
throughout the

ship
ible? Ware all of these

ings given mainly for the

o Gu:a:;:&am s Chrsian ©

‘benefit of a few super- -
stitious people who' lived "
Sevevral millennia ago? Or
is it vitally importamt for csouwnic,
us todwy? -\

- ‘-'sow? rhe

mgless Jaly mival nite remoned
resziitidos”
Chrast vra'*’ed againsl n Man
thew 6:7

‘vain

a

gel tocked inte & “yard
drorme” He may become ©

.conoerred about how
K ~;1~ M,sm

Kabalr)
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A good example-cf mé i (ke
Prarisee in Luke 1§:43-12 uho
" prayed @s ﬁ@ﬂca’s “Gad. §thank
thee, that 1 am ot as (:h,kr men
are, extortioners, pmjust. aduiter--

- ers, or even as this publcan. i

fast tasoe in the week | g,;m
“tithes of ail that i possess

', Sianding apasn from ﬁua Puamt*
-was a publican who gol n,.u
down . 10 the spmwai "‘bnmu
- priuty” — ke simppiy asked God o

be mercifil w ham &&jva%ﬁ.nt'

{verse 13y

As far as guanliy was con-
_cerned. this ‘Pharisee “had u all
over the poor publicanYer the

publican — pol’ the Phansec — .

got - resulis,’ bac;ause the «,g.dm\
“was tere. Has, pm_)cx Wwas un0Lre
and from the beari. Unlike the -
publﬁmﬂh&' self-righteous Phar-
ssee hada't ve! icamned that God
was not at afl _impressed by hxs
muahsm. wur de force. ‘

Wahmg Out Swmud
‘Pots :
"~ Aad then lheres she .mae:e

pm&@m :ltaa qu&.u'). -t

.devotee whoin order 1o remforée.

his feelings of spintual wonk e
s0q1s. (0 8 systent of man-made
rules and regulations. The more

difficult they mwkeep,lhebeﬂ--'/

‘ter — bprasse i it isa't difhcult,
‘or obscure, then any -
Tom, Dad,wﬂanywuﬂddothe




‘.-" £ o+ mandients.
| 1. 4 Christ sirongly rebiked the reli-

]

© . same- l{ung he does: And if
there’s one’ thing 2 tchgwus"
wheel-spinger can’t | i’s
spiritual company. Hels a dyed-

"" “in-the-wool\exclusivist. He .
doesn!bchc&e \he words of Jests

” Christ, who in 1 l‘rahmg conirast;
stated; “Comejunto me, all ye

; .. \ahat labour ‘anf-ate heavy laden,

Human ﬁ&h can'j
(Gal. 3:2-3,]11). Oniv God’s BR
o of His’ Haiy’ Spirit’ upon repen-

tance can makeapcmnnght
(Acts 2:38):

" This is' not to say lbat‘wir.s :
-are dof an important part of a..
Christian’s life. In'the same pas- -
"- sage in Ephesians that we quowd v

above, the apostle Paul goes-on

rto say: “For wg dre his work-

manship, created in Christ Jesus

3 .'umgaodwks.wmcodmm -

e ln;t:a& e sclf madc 'symlml
. giant ‘erefis an -obstacle. course . before ordained that we ‘should
- cdnsistiz “of  uany dos and’  walk in them (Eph. 2:10). And

by his ‘ow

. gious ritualists” of. His: day in
" Mark 7:7-8;

P me teaching “for doctrines, the

cominandments.of men.: For-lay-

" ing aside the commandment .of

a mm'_ -
e :"_and many otber such like
l.hmgs ye du

S

- mever, bcgm o, Jusufy,cven the
: &ngst individual: - -

: e ju is Il&e g:ﬁ afGodknol of%ﬂlﬁ&

¢ lest any man should boast”
o '_ The ]:hysu:al wo'fk.s of the

ﬂds np fm:.uanng thé | vezy
nce and m%n&ﬂf Gecl’s law
mlutzd .gom-;.

wonder “Jesus -

““Howbeit .in vain
- [thatis. in fuumy] do they worship

God, yé hold the tradifion of-
washing of pots and: -

mot

, :ppmachn um the person: id-
- volved is subjectively rclymg on -
“" - - his gwn works 10 justify himself -
.. before'God, He has completely
"'overlooked the fact that all the ..
““good”, works. in- the world can’

'l‘hc apastle. P;ul rtpca;edly‘-
‘  this?|

d 3, in his letter to Titus: “This & a
.fauhful saying .-

which have behcved in God -

might be. careful io maintain good. .

works. These things are good and"
ymﬁlnbic untd mén™ (Titus 3:8).
But the gapd works that a

[Chnsum produces - are: 66t ' ‘an-

end in themselves. They .repre
sent the outgomg,frmts of God‘ ‘

* Spirit that are instrumental 6
_ helping others (see Gal. 5:22-23). "
' Gnod\mrksdomeamapcm -

. salvation. But they do determine ~ the
the type of reward hie will receive - -
- in. God's Kingdom (sae Luke

19:11-27; Maw. 25:14-30; - Reév.-

this biblical principje, wiite for.

our free booklet -Whar' hﬂfu .
'-‘_,Bc Doing in the Next L{[c’)
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Even though 4 Chnsua.n out-

“ﬂardly ackngwledges ‘such “Soa- *

- cepts, inwardly he still sometimes ~
- struggles: w:lb himself, wmdmng

mthnpaenmalqu@mm

-~ Yound in the OM ‘Tltardent For
ce,. notice the first chapter

© of Isajah: “To what purpose is
memulmﬁde ofyoursaqrm

un(ome"mthlbewd lam

full of the burnt offerings of -
.rams, and the fal of fed beasts;
-~ and.F delight not in the bloodtof -

‘goats. . - S
lations; incense is an ghomina- -

. that they :

bullocks, or of lambs, of of -he
Bmgmmvimob— _

tion uniq me. ... Leary' to’ do

" well; seek Jadgmenl, relieve the. .
oppressed, judge the fathieriess. = -
plead - for -the tﬂdow (\mts :
T8, 1. -
- Alsoy'in Isaiah 58:4; 6~7God e
{/wndcmm cenain forms of refi~+
“Bes .- 4

gious "one»upn!anshm
hold, ye fast for strife and dehaw

mdmsmxtcmah!hc&sxofm
- edness: ye shall.pot fast as ye do -~

“this day, mmakeyouxvowewbe; '
heml,on high.:.

God wants gehumc obedm i

. Is not this: the -~
fmmxlhawnhun?wbase'_,- o
" the bandsofwmkedn&ss.wundo
:- ibe beavy burdens, and to ket the - »
popprmed ‘g0 free, and thai ye -]
) br;akesexyyoke’lsltnotmdul e
./ thy bread ta the hungry,'and that -~
thoubnngﬁfepoorth;tateml[ Ce

'ommlhyhousc"wh{:nlhoum L

ed, that thou ‘cover Ium '

Mu&:;ﬂu t&lﬂme ‘which comes from the beart = >

" not sacrifice — as He plainly - -
‘sutamlerannh722=24 Heis - |
* primarily concerned with- the

state’ of 2 person’s  inocfmost

being, uwcrmmmetcoutmﬂ“ o

’nppgamme(!Szm.lﬁD IR v
Petth D;y:d«-who was a[,_» -'

gnren thowdcbghmntmtm

burni on‘mng, ‘The secrifices of -
msp;m.;hn&miii
i mdgmzmmhmOng,m_; o

God
wﬂtnmdm N




' W:thout fa:th it is urterly
T :mpos,wble to pleasa God
h {Hehrews 1 1 -6). Yet Jesus
‘asked: ... When the Son
. of man cometh, shall he find
. faith on the earth?" (Luke
. 18:8) Tba larnfymg _implli-
. cations of. that questmn
- should .give pause 10 - any
-, true: Christig) What is this
" -faith that Gad seeks in His. .
' people?. How is it attained?
L Isiit'even poss:ble to have'
Lo ,hwng faith in an age of
.+ skepticism, ‘cntn:ls‘m and N
" f‘dowbt? -EE :

.-; -‘

by Bnan Knowies o
> mih isa eop-out Lea devtce

uwd by ‘thiose who are unwill- |

. ing tp face the facts and to,

aeknuuledge the biteer fruth.” claim -
7 the cnuds ef mnvenuonal Clmsuan~

o is enurely justified!

.. Professing Christians* have often

.. - resorted 1o “faith” (falsely so-called) *

. __when_'they. ares unable to resblve -
" some lhaologim] ‘difficulty. I just -

’ undcm.md it” is the | thinking -

 Ths type ofiaith is rightly: subjec(
to ‘ridicule and criticism. This in "
deed i5 “blind faith.” This is nor the -

o Kind of faith which God szeks in His

- children!

v . Peler 1oid- thf; churches - Bc )
o mdy ahwa),s"'to give an’ answer 10,
every man. that asketh you a rwon

+of the hopc that is. in you

o /% P b I

"ity. In many instincés this cnuusnn

R R . h?lli“u? it hnrau‘c_my_@bmh__mbéek_w
j S, leachca it, thalsallsldonlhaww

I.I\IING”T’FAITII

~

quu'ed. at bapnsm- R.wal‘ it s

‘something that is built, over a penod : _-f

of time. It is'a producl. a’ result. of

" experience. study and testing: It is.
produced by the continual workmg o
. of God's Holy Spirit in the life. ofan-
~indiv ;dyal Christian. Paul lists faith .*
as one’ of the “fruits of the Spirit” m:f‘ o

Gala(fans 5:22..

‘Theresis no such lhuig as (gstam _'
True.. enduring. 'bchevmg.;-

fanm -

fa&ith' is mot suddenly acquired. It is

pnmanly the fesult of experignce.”

- The apostle Peier provides us with.
an excellent ~ niluslratwn‘ of ﬁns

cad N 1

pmnr s

‘have. abidaﬂgu living fa.".b

. The well-kdown account of\Jcsus :
walkmg on  ihe- wau:r provides an
R mtf:rcaung msngbx u:no this fact. -
medxalcl) aﬁer Jesus had performed}- .
" one of thé' most notable miracles of -
- His pubhc ministry. -~ xhefecdmg\of .
more -than five, thousand wmh five
loaves and two fishes — He in- -
structed His dlsuplcs lo take a small’

Sea of - Gahlee (Maw ‘14:15: 22)
" Jésus Himself soug,ht a litide privacy,

23)

‘l reter J.IJ’

Futh Must B- Bullt -

4 The falth of a true Chnsuan isnot
" blind. It is based on regson. It id'

: fbﬂnded op firm evidence. It is estab-

, . lished on*the bedrock oF conviction! *

True fanh is not suddenly ac-

c*lples cowgred in fear as ihe stormi” .
" continued to buﬁ'et the. smal! cralt :
Fmally somewhere between 3 and 6°
. am.,(the 4th watch — verse 25),

Jam. came to His beleaguemd dxs—
clpies walkmg on»the water! .-

At s, the deks thought ibe,-y

“-After. all. Jesus was a physical T

- b water was sxmpl\ not done every - =
} day bv ‘yom' average Galilean. Thetr s

‘{apparently he sull was not com-
~-vinced]. bid me come unto thee on-
the water” (verse 28). L

- His confideace, was- -momentary and

" situation - thiroig
7 Before Pae? was eon\.cned and .

. granted e gm of. the Holy Spinit,
e Had nolhmg mpre than 3 cértain

_uman cow,&icm:e -He was unpem—
“‘ous ‘and cocksitre.. Bul he did Aot : v
. ,when Peter- was come'down out-of | ]

-theshnp,hewalkedonuxewawr o =
. go to Jesus™ (vérse 29). . :

‘sufficient to sustain hjm. When. hc .

.f‘neously' #
- boisterous, - h: was afraid; and be’ T "
t&aefaﬁs-%he——gmmng— {o—sink,- he—eneé—sauﬁg— — :

during whn:h time He praycd (\étsc =
S ] ‘_m the face of stark’ rcaluw'
‘While He aa.s prayuxg eveumg-'} B
‘came and-a strong wind arose'on the -’
lake, {verse J4). All mghl iong the.

- tiny ship was buffeted’ alxml by thc ’
“wind aind the waves. They were uf-
~—able 10 make it to shore. Pemaps the o
f _ masl had- snap’ped Possibly the. v5~

- obiject’ fessod in lwmg faith. ““Ahd' .
~ immediately Jesus stretched  forth . -
" his hand; and: caught him, and said -
'~'3unlo ‘him, O thou of litle faith,

3y v

. .s&cpm: will: arguc that: Peter had ho :'"'

,"domg 50-defies the laws of physics.. » .

" waler a puson am walk onis fmzen

T .

v.cre seemg a spmr ol some t\pe

humalg being at that time: Walking’

reaction was entirely .natural. -
“As soon-as Jesus identified Him- .

self. Peter reacted with typical intpe- ;

tuosity. He said: “Lord, if it be thou * .. [

Peter was acjing presumptuctsly.

artificial. e had not thought the
ch wasn't cven”-
entirely sure. a h_at moment. if he
was talking to Jesus Christ. Yét he .

"~ -reacted —'he lnerally s.wpped out .
‘o faith.* ~_
“And he iC st §ald.-Comc. Aad

: But. Peter's “fanh" was ‘ip:

began to realize the logical absur- - ; N

dity of the sitGation, his conndcme ‘
and fis bodj ‘began to sink simults- .

. When he saw the wind - 'il s ‘

- Lord, save me™ (versc. 30) The mo- "
menlmy t'o;ce of Péter’s quu.u» ac- |
qu:red faith. iminediately dissipated .

Jésus, mmed the situation inlo- un D

uhmefarz mz thow: doubi?"™ (ch i

reason to have faithe that he-wouid
be ablé to walk ‘én water. Afier all

Sctenm tells us that the only kiad of

wau:r mc .» . o
7'. : mm-f» . o‘




was unreaspnable in expecting Peter’
10 have faith under - these cm:um
 stances? "
' Notar all

s

: evidence
' Jesus was doing it! Thar's what gave :
SR . him the mjtial xmpcausmswpomof
- theboat - -

" ba addition. Peter had secn strong
! cwdtna: of the power of God -the
L e ', previcis day in the mirdde of the
.. © w117 leaves and the fishes. If God could
- - vl provide up o ten thousand people -
s, -+ with food from five lpaves and fwo -
A * fishes — pould Heuotahoprovndea
o imlc buoyancy of.a stormy lake?

Yet there are msons why Pe&ck’s
fm&h fated. = = -

" Why Pn-"- Faith. F;.u N
Foronalhmg.hcbcgmwhokat
- £ the “physical “circumstances. He fo-
o] NS -cused on the hpwling wind, the. tur-

- S bulent  waves . and the flying
.. - . spindrift. He took his mmd oﬂ)esus
.1 & Christ and His foith? In his mmd.
" - Peter replaced supérior” evide

-+ with ioferior., The s,me!e fact that
—Isus, Himsell was Géfying the laws

* should hme ‘told him that it -couild,
indeed, be’ donc' H: was amvdy
'mmﬁsmg_m : ,
. Yer Petcrd:mem:gnmlh;sm»
. clusive .evidence and -instead fo-.
- cused -his attention. on -the’
“ircumstances with whr;h he \us
- more’ fanhitiar. *
Secondly, Pclerlac@dexptmm
~ Experience - piodiices confilence.

Must we &hcn concludc that Jesus .
. indelible part of one’s ‘spiritual pcr-

'_ Peter poueqful eudmce upon e
which toybase his faith! He had the
ight -before -his eyes — -

must be cndunng and abu:hug a:n ‘ God’L Hns fanh had been built upou

sonality_, The exercising of faithin a .
given situation must ultimately be-
" come second nature o a (hmuan

Byt this takes time ‘and experi-

ence. Each experience provides

stepping stone. for the next. Jesus . mg by resulted in incredibie healv L
- imgs (Acts 5:15-16). The Holv Spm! R

. provided His dmpia {students)
. with many such experiences during
the three-and-one-half years of His -

. earthly minisuy. Each of these was

added to the reservoir of experience  the gxercise;of faith 'was seobnd na- -

. upon which the disciples déw

i throughout thieir ¢ entire munistry.

-By. the time me’Ghu(ch whas s

ubl(shcd angd underway. Peter. bad ance. As Paul later wrote: ©

. grown enormousiy m‘dwnanuc. Jiv-

ing faith! Notice this account in the  patience. experience; and - expeti-""

:book of Axts:*“Now Petes and John.

" were going up Lo the temple at the -

" hour of prayer: the mipth- | h«bm i3 )
 pun) And a man lame from birth _  {okj no less than four skparaie times | -
was being caried, whom -they laid..
o daily -at “that gate of the’ 1¢mpke\ lm‘fm.h" (cf. Hab: 2:4; Rom. 1:17;.
» .~'whnchus€:a.ﬂed Bcauufui 1o ask aldos GaLB 11; Heb. 10:38). As.Paultold  + - |

of who “eniered the lcmplc. ‘

\Secm,g Peter and Jobn about todge. by faith. not by sight™ (11 Cor. 5:7). - g
into the temple. ‘he asked for alms. - - Before conversion, like Pefer, we did . . L

-And. Peter dmu:d his gaze at lmm
“with John and. sasd. Leok al us.!

- of nature in walkmg on the water .Jn:m ‘Bxpet.lmg W réokive m&\

lhmg fiom ‘them. But Peier said. T
" have no silver and gcﬂi “but-1 g;vc

* .5 you what: 1 have:. in the name &6f

Jauz Christ of Nazareth, walk.” And

< he took him by the right hand and

. ‘Taised him. ugy and meedmejy !usv

~ foet dnd ankleSwgse mulc suong
-';=(Aus 0T, RSV

1. <This wasgiot ﬁ:esam -‘dﬂwlm
" had faltered in !’amh on thes oriny

- It sets up aypattern.of précedepis
SR upon which a person cun build. The -

 ade-working power of God, the
’ -~mhchegmswukgufayu!&

: -mgmsquthandoanﬁdcm!& '

‘bmlt ,
: me mm hewné mm lt

" - more onebas expcnmwd the.mir:

mm mm ‘,:,'- o —'__

Séa-of Galileg. Here was o b

. charged with . corfidence “in Jc&us

" Christ and in the power ofGad;
'Whal Peter mow had Icf. verse 6) -

‘was living.-dynamic. instantly u;!!-

‘able fuithy HE now. tookell 1o (!ac\

- right kind of evidence — the power ' are trusiworthy! How can we be cer- ~ |

0 »A

,amgmmmspmor

mrmkwhathckm The Chris- -

-

1 - LN

- years of experience. ‘Now that faith “ -
wasuummc” g S ST
choh of Feuﬁ! e

’I‘he tevel of Pﬂer’s fauh had risen” -
- 1o such a degree that even bis pass--  + |

>

‘had bedn working with him ]mzduc-
ing ‘a of faith- and, con-
ﬁdewe-buyjdmg experiences. Now '

. ture to the- apmue He, walked and

. lived .in faith. His experienoces bad *-
‘produced confident lmpe angd assir-

.. Trib- P
ulauon wosketh panence' and . |

. ence, hope” (Rom_ S34). <
Christ desires: that all Chnsums .
:adpc\.c this*level of faith. We' are .. .

.in Scripfure: “The just shalk live.bY -

“the chmth at:Corinth: “Forwewalk - - . '8

~ 3
PRV

exzuﬂy the oppwlq~ we znl,ked by
s:gh: notbvfmh P

terin ‘dcut—-v--——v— -
Pcmrhadalkweduhnhcmw T ’

Ha fanh 7

he knowssto. be Whe ulll of God.
Pc‘lpr sank by sight — bist Jaus :
hAd walked on the water by faith% - S
Sométimes whit we see erodes
_our confidence. s especially diffi- -
- cult 1D excicise faith in our modern, .. .
R -mxv 04 ﬂimgty Iladlﬂ‘wultm{-; e
- gven od i A world :
wh@ dcmu Him at-every’ mm.
~! 'ﬂ;e&bkﬂsdfhasbemsoen&~
med,cannalualed,mlvmd.
- eritiqued “and torri apart ihat it-is .
hard 10 even know which parsef il

eel close 1o

i f the will of God in 20y Ben




in many cases. \ei this is nof bum?
unknoamg i‘mh h is based upon 3 |

cicar undex g of l.he uuﬁ r.)f
.tke b-mg

':ct'cumaiance un!ess we ha\.c some [  wave of ithe sea zﬁat is_dﬁ\ien__tapd '
reliable revelation? ' tossed by the wind. For that person
. must oot suppose thal a double-

',;mthmﬁedandthaﬁ’bh mmedmummb(maum

" seek him™ (Heb. 11 6).

Here, belie(in God is mu'msn

: " \" - If you ¢an behe\.e that statement -
\ then you: should have no d@m@ '
rowing what the will'of God is in’
icrms of exercising fajth! ,
‘A Paul also wrote: “Buj wnlheut :
- - fajth it is impossible t please him: -’
' 'i‘ - he that comgth 1o God must be- -
- liefe thathe is. and that ke isa
rewarder .of them that dlhgeaﬂv

hmz the father of many nations —

‘even thaugh whal he saw, the physi- -

‘¢cal evidence. told him othemm
" ‘Abrahim and_his ‘wif¢ Sarah were
long pastthe age when couples have
childsen. Sarah eves laughed at the -
whole sdr.a that they would-Bave a

son i ahcur old age (Gen 18:42).

“Bat ... Abraham believed God,
nd- it was counled‘uuto him for *
TOOUSDESS gRom 4:3). Ahn«

; ... The. apostle Paul wrote:. “All ; ways, will Yeceive any gel’lhc
: * “seripture is givén by inspiration of . Lord” (Jamey: 1:6/8. NN "W um Faith -
© . God. and s pxoﬁ!zble for doctrine,- . Faith sod are mmnyms'ifo Lnf'ommzteh many well-mean-
-for reproof. for corréction, ﬂ:‘:r in- " God' , I ing ' Chiristians” have inzdvertenily | -
struction, i righteousaess: that the © . - - mwdasoumofndmdz by somy I
: “ man of God may bg perfect, M"’“‘ m"" tinles .misunderstanding. what'.;
S ,throughly furnished unto alfl good”’ ' Abraham did not doubt that God meant by faith’ '
N “works” (0 Tim. 3:16, 17). © would fulfilt His prdmise to make +* Perﬁapsapmnceumplcuumu '

in the snake*hmdimg sects Of the
southern United States. Thése real-
. ous, but ofien misguided. peopie be:
lieve that the voluntary handiing of
pmsonous vepliles is & demonsiza-
* tion .of faith.’ After’ a!LGod Kas -
~ made certain promises in this regard
inv the Bible: “These sigas shall fol- -
low them- lha! believe; In my name :
shall &hey cast- out devils idem@mi
th:y shal s?ak vm’h new wsagu&s

“tied up. with thie matter of -faith! 3.
" Those who wish, to walk. by fanth

muss havc .a sensc of the of

God — they m§s¢ be, acmdy

bam bad simple confidence nhm - they chall take up: se!pvn.s, and if
. God would indeed perform what He: ) thc_y lirink any deadly thing it shafl -
- had promised @ do. He had bope . uowunﬂmm,.. (Mark 16:87- R‘S}m
‘] even -whes - the physn:il ciycusn-- “The apostle Paul,’ on one" -
“stious of His. exiStence.. Further- - stantes . wid ‘hite he " should: have ,_\Slon.gcctdcnmiin!loidoiapm»- _
, more, lhcy must bc!ncvc thay He is ‘none (vem: 18).. Abmhamswneep! sonows serpent on- the istand of
‘ mpablc and willing to respond to. . of faith is summed up o verses 19- _'Malia, “Paut had g,nbered a bamd!c
“the needs of those who dnhgéuﬁy 20 of thus same chapler: - 77 of sticks and put.them on e fire. -
" seek such intervention. . As Dawd" . =And being not weak in/ faith, hth . when a vxper capne ofit because of
- said: “Thou ‘ant’ mear, O Losd .. " considered not his own body Ehe dnd!‘ the beat ‘and fastened- om his
C(Ps. 119: 151). And - ‘again in Psalm . mot 'walk by sag,hﬂ} oow dead Jie., lxz,hd_ - He, however, shook off the
. " '145:18: “The Lord is near o all who, ~ impotent], when he was_about an - ‘creature into g fire and suffered no.
< eall upon him, o ali’ who. call upon.  hundred years oid. ‘acither. -yet the ’ ham” {Acts 28:3,.3, RSV). -
" him in tryth™ (RSV): God is.as close déadness of Sacah’s womb: He stag- - These examples aré often wsed o - i

.88 your next @w_@mmmjmwmmm
o ﬁuyer’ L through unbeliet but was sprong in eoppeﬁxead-s waler mociasing md
< U David .alsd said: “He fulfils -the \mm giving dlory 10°God; and being other deadly reptiles. - =
_wdesu*eofauwhotwhlm he alsp” o filly persuaded thai, what he had - T‘hnuanmp!ee?mhgmded
- 7. hears their cry, :md s.gws !.hem (Ps pmmm Iw was - abk glm 10 pa "’ ‘faith based on an inaiurate under-
e 145 19, RSV) : f A standmgofﬂodsuﬂﬂ- Jcsmﬁ-e.s nnl
. "God'is not deaf chme ol‘ Hw o Here is lhc sunplc. dehmum of - hikmg sbout valumarily picking dﬁ% )
* . coinpassionate nature He .cannot. Abrahams Faitls, He ssthefamcrof “poisonous crcawrcs i order. 9.
: bm nspond 10 th&prayg:s of _ the faiihful - (cf ‘Ronm, "4:11) 16)  “shaw off” ones ﬁmh Rdlbﬂ' Hc C.
‘who !mly hehcvt.' in fanh - Abrzham is oiir pmne exa‘mple r.-f . was -referving 10 ;ust such an in: :
3 . .: fm!k - next 40 Jesus Christ Himsclf? - “stabce 35 Paul ewmerexl anuu-
Fauh. i5. lﬁerefore ptedlcmﬁ cdmml situation. -

Athn we' uwgm;e His";ﬁmg@ u,ax w&hfmm}au mueump&e R
and claim lhem in: confidence; we:

‘-_-meumsmg faith. Tkgﬁ?ﬂfﬁﬂ ein»» .M s w E!&ﬁpl.

. deswe available is the foct thaf Go‘u? Aﬁ the begnnmg of his: 3‘~«§car

. has pmuedmlhug This is the y: Jesus was put thréugh vae
Basis for . faith, This mformawu o&‘\ ’ mlw\mmabofﬂh,g -3
Vovenhadowg the’ phym;l cv:dm 1ird i ' 1 -

».rmm but is.sure ﬂxa& God 5. thaxe
and that He hears cur prayers.
¥ Jamies made vhis clear when he was
. distlssing the mnaafnhng God
fmv wisdom.

""Bvl fet bim ask in fanh mlh o
Q\w for be who doubB is hkc '3
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o «i‘a&mwm&:mgaﬂwe LYY
+ Bands 1By shail bear thee up. best at- -
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ture; He dd Mphneu:ksugsdc
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- 4 7; Deul’ 6:163.

mmml ;

\szph:!t 1o Jaa mmxalch Bai

if 1 writien. He whall give his anges
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~- - Edito: s N@te-‘ The aupdate‘_ sectwn of the GN is d’esxgn“&

to provide pur readers- with a window oh this great Work of God.
- . Here you will read of: the most sxgnlfgcant recent,developments in-. s
", % the Work. - This month we. th@ught we would break with the usnal B
B lfcmat and ‘do. smeﬂung ‘a little different! Instead of the uswal -
N articles and pictures, we age ré@re@ucmg, in full, a; letter from
Garzer Ted Armstrong recently: sent ‘to' ¢hose on cur ma:.luuy list, who
_ har® voluntarily, of their own frg wgll, detemlnea to.support .
o DS £"this Work by financial contiibutit oo s
R e B,e;t.e: is so cimckeﬁum oﬁ 1nformat:.¢m\%bb

t B YO L Inc;ﬁentally, we welcome coments from our rs gy

. or ‘any other topjc discussed 'in the magazing.'® Communy
- . - a two‘way street! So lef us hear from, you. We 1001: ,"
d B o r.eadzng what. yon have to say. . _ el

(34

‘~An e "‘ ." . V)‘ ,.-._‘-3 . _v -.

: : v ' o B S 4 _ E T gﬁ ' 3
- R Dear ?r%nd an& Pellow -Labores;: e g - ‘ . :
, o Greetmgqg\ ‘I‘hms very.ser;&s 1et;er is hard to wx::.te~~]: ha.ve - ¢ ]

- just Tinished read;ng extensive. report:s from each of ‘our m;oz .
. d:.v;s,u:ms ;n\God s Work and mgny 1ette:5 fzom many af you. e
IR S . God's work’ Lsﬁust now on the brzmk of its. gzeatest gzmrth. o
‘ 4 : Q ‘about to make the . greatest and most ‘pewérful impact: on the-whole
‘ .earth-=and- yet, at this very: “time, our. ‘income has taken & dis-.

- turbing negamve dz;ft. ‘which-I am forced to repart to you. But .
fu:st, let pie show you the many uohdezful areas where solid’ GROWI'H o
is: acfurz ggesan&\uhere GRERT growth; 1f Gcod allows, 15 ;us ahead. S

BN

A
in brxei r--

11 yeu about ;E Jus‘t as I have been studylng \Lteebut.x '-"5-‘
zts frcm each vxt;a‘flly im;:ortcnt a:ea- B PR

emusxs, HORLDHIDE. B g

e My Eathe: has 3ust :eﬁ:u:qe& £3
-spoke night after night ‘to “§Ubstan
(i - and civig ledders-—even though a.bu

al groups of -leading:business
of anti-Americanism’result- .
xng from. mternat;cm!‘pzable@s -forced the cancellaf;ian ' : o i
lazger-sscalc cupaz.qn in Bonbay (ncw xescbeduled even. b;gger for } SN
Iate1975)- Sl o , : S . R

%;:3 Ind;,a, whe& he powezfu"lly




Shortly after T wnlte this, I shall be head;ng for San
Francisco ‘and our cam a;gn there,,where we're expecting capacity . L
crowds. Soon the campaigns in Minneapolis and Pittsburgh will be '

! coming up. The TV specials of my Portland campalgn are ready and
! will -be shown in as many medium-sized and larger cities this 74 .
| ' summer. as finances permit! We will have extensive promotion ahead _ ‘
i “ ‘of  these one=hour spec;als, and in many areas our own Church i : -
members will be .setting up booths in local fairs and exhibitions = ' 1
offering our literature and emphasizing the IV’ spec1als just prlor o
to broadcast date. Viewers will be invited to use our WATS S D .
telephone number, toll free, to obtain .the address of our local C R . Vo
church qr fo obtain thé minister's name and telephone -number ip |

their o y. DOZENS of cities will '‘be reached w1th a POWERFUL'
. . message=--I hdpe tens’ of thousands of x u are able to vxew ‘the TV )
| speclalsl'_'» . , . . » _ B
. - 5 i . ¥ oL . B . . to
0 1 ! 7 ] »f'r’ ‘ . . .' . ) \ . I - ‘ .
TELEVISION - { ‘ : : ' : T \ '

e . a0 e

a . . Not only will the TV specla‘y bé axred in many, many cit;es,
but other half-hour TV ‘specials, ncluding the ptograms on the . _ S
. "hunger bomb" (showing the truth about the world's dwindling food : e
" supplies), "alcoholism,” and the "occult," will be shown duting o o .
the summer and autumn months. Collectivefg, these will reach ‘ e L,
MILLIONS of people!l . . : Lo . : IR

N . o , o

‘ Our eng;neerlng department is bulldlng, and w111 soon complete, o B .
. a mnéll ,temote (portable) TV unit which 'will be invaluable to me T T
for dolng "on-the-spot" TV programs. Further, I can actually , S '
pack camera, power unit; and crew of 3 aboard the Falcon (total = = , - .
"weight about® 1,500 pounds), to obtaln lnterv;ews and overseas coe ‘ -
prog:anm when possible. . ' .
, Currently the crush of S0 many heavy responslblllties has
gotten me a little behind 4n weeklx tglev;sxon,‘and I mpst do.at
B . least three programs- in’ the next two days, plus keep;ng up wmth
-~ « DAILY radiol , S

5. .« . R ) . . : L,_‘ ._;

RADIO \ S AUt .
— R o R L
For years, I have-hoped to. someday .be 'ON THE NETWORKS w;;m St
" the ""World Tomogrow" program-~but that has not proved possible
.. ‘because of the: terribly high costs. BUT we have recently made
' significant steps in the wedia division, which includes a DIRECT
© "AUDIO LINE to . EIGHTEEN MAJOR RADIO STATIONS! That means - each : S PR
~ station is plcklng up my radip broadcast .over the line RIGHT AS = . ~ - N
I AM:"LIVE" on the air! They either play it-that same day or L ‘. :

o 'even;ng, or at the: latest,lby the next.day--so it is never more :
o Jthan .24 hours behind the original program . time . in Pasadenal - D
This gives me FAR more up-to-the-moment coverage on. EIGHTEEN v
‘stations in ldrge citles! It means. the programs are. much. much S
‘more - currentl'- : . o . : . LT

e Also, as you know, 1 am ut;l;zing our men overseas more and; R S - T
-more. I regularly rqpélve telephone reporfts from those who are ' . o - ‘
~zight on the spot of major world events (. uych as Ray Kosanke who . B RN
reported from theaArab 'OPEC" Summ;t xn f giera just tha othex aﬁum.f“-j . e




", expenditures; and all students who wished were absorbed by the\

"ing the Arab,terroglst attack on Tel Aviv). i _
. new dimensfon to the radio. program=-and dozens of letters have . T i
.told of their excitement over hearing these fresh, onatheagcene L i
;reports from overseas! o . , . - B

-~ STATES!
- comm;slion! L

articles now reaches just over}a

‘CREDszaWe are hoping to offér two cours

day, and my son, Maxk, who called in a report from Jerusalem follow«
“This glves a v;tal '

THE. PLAIA TRUTH IR T A “,' . : o o - b
* - . ,‘ . . . R |
HUND DS of letters ‘have told us how pleased they are with S
the. new, more timely, more 1n£orma§;weﬂ more - frequent "PT" format-< SN
\and« Subscriptions .are already growing! During fiscal 1975-1976 ' :
we plan to support a U.S. PLAIN TRUTH circulation of over two to ~
‘three and a half MILLION subscribers, eventually soaring to over- .. -
_FIVE MILLION worldwide by  June 30, '1976.* Eventually we hope to
" reach upwards of TWENTY PERCENT OF ALL HOUSEHOLDS IN THE UNITED
Such- fantastic growth 13 essentlal to fulfill our - -

‘; ' S N

THE GOOD NEWS ’~', L T A,

Sipag® L . [ BT M Ve

Thls powe;ful, behut;ful maqaz;ne wlth‘st:ong scrlptural Lo e [
uarter of a million readers, . L
ahout ‘33,000 of whom are members of tEe Worlawiﬁe Chilrch of Gdd!
. We are hopeful of ' intreasing GN clrculatlon to 500,000 and beyond
in the next 18 months» Costs. of printing have recently been cut

in half by using our new "self cover," and ‘tlie use of exclusive T.Q"__,‘

& W' printing.  [Editor's Note:: For the time being we are . L
Gont;nu;ng to use some- color. in the GN, but it has been. greatly R i
reduced in recent’ issues. ] I am mentlonlng the GN. ‘on the telecasts C =
.and, on the radio from time to tlme, and new ads ‘on the back page R €

- of "the PLAIN TRUTH will. thvité additjonal MILLIONS to write for

these strbnger, dpctrlnal Biblxcal and inspitational artlcies!

' '--‘_\ , K

v": v g
- N ¢ : ,"

We have .been’ g;ven full qand;dacy' status at’ the coj ege in

AMBASSAD@R COLLEGE Ry

Paéédena_4w1thhpraiseﬁgtveﬁ~eaf-ae&demte—eafriea&umy—gae» Ly
_physical-plant and student ,life. We expect that full" accredl— S
tation will beche :ealxty in anbther twn yea:s_ o ‘_' LT

‘.Qh ......

ke

b Plans are presently Elng 1mplegented tﬂ expand our’ already
£ine academié progr Wit ‘majors offered in General’ Studies; Ee
Business Administratibn,. Chem;stxy, English, Spanish, History, "‘
Home Eccnomlcs, ‘Mass Commuﬁld}tlons Physical Education, 5pee¢9
Theology (all in. Pasadena) ;. leeral A:ts. Agribusxness, Tneolo .
aﬂd Cqmputez Sclence (1n Big. Sandy).(- ‘ . -

AND, ver 1mgprtantly for MANY who m;ght ‘want to take an - v;}j} .f,;'

legeﬂs¢blpu50uzseﬁbyAtapewcassette;ixna‘
in ‘the autumn ofk
» The College in Bn;cket Wood - has been shut down, vaatly reduc'

other two campuses. Big Sandy is also moving toward acczeditat; Voo
and many important new impravements are being made. Both colleges. R
finished . their very. first.

. yeax in intezcdilegiate athletic cbm@qt;v' o ' f, _"’
”tion w;th\'wnn xecaxds in-thex: hasketball gzggrams._  . ' {k: . N




R : Ambassadcr Collége, in both Pasadeua.and Bxg Sandy, are .

A dlst;nct;ve dnstitutions dedicated to building strong- individualse= | . - .
R . emphasizing character develepment, high moral and ethical standards, . - oL

J .. . and deep spiritual values as well as providing students with top- ) S .. -
", . .l 'quality academic course work.  ‘Both colleges, with ‘expanding - . .

- .. student enrollments, are here-to-serve your-our frxands and . -

-+ . fellow laborers-—and xour college-age children. -Those who would _ X I

! Coe ‘like fugther information about the College are: encguraged to o 0 e

A request the College catalcg. ' e _ ; S '

O woxx' AS A WHOLE ¢ | o e

i Rl ' N .4 N . . . N ) . ( ‘ ‘ ' l
T . On all fronts--in the Church, in the ‘colleges, and in-apr,, EEREEERER N

I . . - eleCtron.Lc and ptlnted media—ewe axe mOVmg ahead Very POwerfullyﬂ o ’ ‘\_. ) 3 »

s _]» ‘During 1974, we pzocessed TWO MlLLION, n;ne hundred elght- DR
o -een thousand,” five hundred ‘thirty-seven pieces of mail from our - Lo !
listeners and subscribers! Each of these xepresents fellow human Lo .
»belngQESPEOPLE*-llke you and me, whose lives have been touched by ' .
. God's Work,, and who have been 1nspir%§ to respond by requestlng
'.11te;ature' J: f_ . 1 _ 3 , RS . ] N
- v : . v h SO B
our TELSPHQNE RESPONSE is off to'a fine. heglnnlng this year, e R
7 .with two new records: get! - Even though Pebfuary was the shortest L e -
S month-of the year, we. haﬂ(a record .get for the month:and a record .= . - = .
<. .single day Awith moreé than FOUR THOUSAND CALLS . respondzng to a ' *_f,ﬂ"“ o 1 i~
|
|

television program in one day!) and a recoxd WEEK (ovar FEN.: e
THOUSAND CALLS coming ip!). . For the ohe record ; rogzam, we also. | °
. received Gver 23; Oﬂb ‘busy-outs” which simply means we must be o
.+ "able- to afford more telephbne llnes to serve:. 1np abxng numhexg
"'Of people' S S SURETRNEY .A.f - , o I B

- The CORRESPONﬁENCE COURSE is deeyly -appreci ted by the many CoTeE .

" thousands. ‘of' students. w} 10 take-it--and we are now laying plans to T R

- smore greatly strengthen ‘and improve thxg course—exeally gettlng R IEER S
" dnto_the "strong meat® of God's Word, and offering. e

;v,'vsxve, pcwerfu} course . “of. serlous STUDY of tya Blbleifor those who S e

*;;,thx;st fot Ged's truth! ' o

3 e ~y\ - BRI ~~>‘ ‘»- T-_' L. ]
. Our HINISTERS are 1nstltutxng more»nxble studles on: a pef~ o SIS B
,g-i;scnal level, and making it more -and more kndwn in their local com-'-*,f.f%~. .
: - munities that we hawe 'local’ Church services and Bible studies .to - e R
_‘which any in the public, if they sincerely wish, are most welccme S S
" More-than FOUR THOUSAND new. membeérs beégan attending regularly - '1 ST A
. -during 1974--and we are expecting. much - ‘greater. growth. through - o S
. :1975! Our ministers. are vexry singerely.’ igsg é-wigh their- cantxnu— Ti?;ff ’ T,
S ally wxden;ng responsibilities;  many. are c g more involved - - ] D
“—**~f~w&th~£e€&%~€ivxe~§f6ﬂ§§,~§0ﬁth‘ptﬁqrams~—and akxng~tﬁemseives—‘---Aj Sl
: known and ava11§ble to help serve the .peop in their communities - -'j;ﬁfi‘
“in whatever way tﬁey'cau.,‘(ﬁny of*you‘who wish' to- kngw the iocatiOn el
of God's. Church in yodr area may cal%\cux ‘toll-free' number: - (QOO)G*i
e N 423-4444.) [Editor's Nefer Readers .in Califoxnia, Hawaii, and-i 0
_Aldska may.call (213)-577-5225 collect. Readers reaidihg in . .
‘Australia, Britain, Canada and\South Africa may eonsult tﬁe hox‘
\en page 32 far adé:essen and/or phoye numbers.]
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_During the last year, because of the EOmbined'force of Stagéi
gering inflation and recession, we have had to make mang far- -

| reach;ng budgetary surgerles' We have: ‘ S A f» 5
J S ' ) N - e ~N I ]
1) Reduced the wurldwlde payroll 30% from the end o o
1 C ~'-of 1873 to the present. LT o o :
| o E N o~
b v - 2) ~‘Closed the campus in England
- 3) 7‘C1Q5ed down ourVImperial Stholsr(gradeNand hi@ﬁi’ : ;“,_f A !;"u v
‘ L " schobls in three locations), thus conserving opera- = - = - .- . .
b ting costs. and absorbing scme- teachers into the e B o
" o : mlnlstry ‘or the colleges. N A . o ‘,fv',
4);t'Sold our press facilities in Pasadena, decreasxng N - j
. -overhead and releasing important executive time. . . e .
S (We . gre negotlatlng for the sale of our Radlett I
L facxllty near the campus in England.) D \f'”,~*‘ o R B
5y :Reduced the cost of the PLAIN TRUTH by changlng o T L
' ' its format tq enable us to immediately DOUBLE THE' P e T o
» ' FREQUENCY, and INCREASE clrculat;on! R
3 6)' Reguced the cost of the GN by FIFTY PERCENT by e .
T streamllnlng pPX uctlon and alterxng layout slxghtly. R SRR
iy e o N
S Y Reduced in- ALL R DIVISIONS to a large degtee - . G e
R T (our Television Production- Department for example), S
S > g ' str1v1ng to keep costs: down.._;-,_ S A CRIE T, |
H b et o . R '. P = ‘\-; B ', . o : v . 3 ] <
1 - . -’ N
o : ALL THESE CUTS wece vxtally neceSSary to REDUCE'OUTFLQH of '
. cash-but none uf them dxrectly affect INCOﬁE-—they merely reduee A -
fgf But INCGME is dowu several pexcentage p01nts Ln comparlson R ‘>_ -i;g' f” L
. with thls same tlme last year.,;'._,': . _;_\ R ,mffgklal‘ivrwiﬂs L

Y

o "y'-“‘- Recently 1 prgached a sarmnn ‘on the spxrit af giving in
.?<”A'5 Pasadena and sent it out to the hundreds of our ‘1ocal cgngtegae"
N ‘tions around the world.. [Edltor 5 Note: This seimon will appear
-*"zn art;cle form ‘in future issues of .the GN.]7 It was received. >~
uwath enthusiastic regponse-~1 onIy wigsh all 'you. cu-uurkers‘gnd~
others who, while not really *full time™ with us’in this great
Work,, hidve given of youf substance—ECOuld'have heard it tool
GIVINS IS VOLUNTARY, I emphas;zed! ‘Jesus Chx;stvsazd, GIVE,
it shall be given unto youl!"™  He COMMANDED' us: 60
'allows us; to dec;de WBETHBR or. not wﬁ w;ll! !

qs.

R;ght now, the ONL& real SOluthnvax God!s great ﬁoxk ia t
EINGREASE JHCOMEL- Frankly.fas ‘I 'review this 1attet—elauk;ng at
~the many vital areas where we are; able to pgwerfully affect thi
- 1lives of MILLIONS of huian bexngswwl ‘don’t. see a single thing. wg
‘can cut further! - The Correspondence Course? - Cut out the tele-
“vision programs? Stop the radio broadcasts?. 1Canc§1 the PLAIN
TRUTB? Stop. the GOOD'NEWS magazine? PR '




T

'-_,woxld'

s HOW CAN WE?2? .. oo

- That's why I'm, writing*this letter. I wish I didn*t have =~ . ' NN

' ‘to-<humanly, I feel apologetic, writing in such fashion. S§till, " i P

even' in the days of Moses, God MADE Moses tell the peopie §la¢nly S - o

of the need--and.they “GAVE WILLINGLY' for £he proﬂect (Goﬁ'
tabeznacle) duxing that day.»

—- oo o L - ..

© . .So there ‘it is--the whole pkcture in as few wﬁrds as 1 cuq :~-,._ -
give it! Frankly, I believe if more &f us were PRAYING earﬁestly T
to our God--beseeching Him to move. others to put their shoulders g '« ' - ]
to the wheel of the most VIJAL Work today, HELPING the rest of us .
to finish His great Work-—then-those prevailing prayexs would ST 1
rise up to God like a POWERFUL witness, showing our Creator our e |
hearts are truly im His Work on earth; and that He would hear i j

" from heaven, answer every need! Ee PR@MISES “He wglleebut He wants " T

~-us to ask fazst! _ : o VI
.' T | h . '_ \ . i. ’ -. 4

o We Just cannot let present trends cont;nuea-When this whole -~ ~ - . 5

world trembles on the edge of chaotic upheavals; economies are : .

‘deeply sick; wars flare and greatex war threatens--we must keep . . f
" this 1a§t9§1tch w;tness aﬁd W%Fﬂlng message gqang Ln POWER to the -

vhat- R
aﬂ_ﬂ ' S E

v .




mmmers. ]

. In 1959 Herben Zam Hel and hns}
friend Fulbert Tum Kyo fmm ke
- northern Chikr Hills in Burma saw &

Tmtlx magazme ‘o 1964, aﬂer read-

.- requested a visit from -our S)dlne)

& - Australia office]

T in 1962 an ciderly Bapu»i mis-
" siondry, gave a copy of the Plain
Truth 1o -Saw Lay Beh in the

- Myaung Mya districz- of the' lrra-
_waddy delta west of Rang&en Four.

- L vears later hé widle to ouy office in

- j( -, Auswgha reguesting baptism. How-

e - N‘;W‘"fmgnmmfmm visiting the cown=—
g i © ey, In 1970 when Asthur Dacken-
. ‘-_":' <+ and ‘Gene Hughes made @ visrling
-~ @ad- bspuzmg tour. of Scuilizast
‘\sm they' were unable m obmm
N . VISas 1o mdude Birma. . :
& _ Finaliy. in §972) Mr. and Mus.
S " Paul Rm:r Mu!e rel’urmng K‘mm

&\,

et Herbert Zam H ]
. that. ume stedying there. 'Bapuwd'.
- the !md Lake at Rangoon. Mr.
- Zaf He ‘became the first member . -
copy ‘of the British edition "of -, of the Wor ldwide Church of God.in

.~ " Readers Digest with an ad offering .
. -7 e Pmajojli«e Bible and the Plain -

"ing the Plain. Truth and othéy Am: - .
bassador C»ﬂege—pubheﬂsam—,he»—wue:benlm He#ln-&he%&ib——%&k&?!f&ﬂ%%&h&l—hﬁ at Yeasi-
. and Saw Lay'Beh n the irrawaddy

chver. during the 60y Burtng had 4
o policy which . gm‘alﬁv !e-«inﬂed for- -

BIIRMA— nt Last'

S L ow uouid you like to “ait'
o “for ten years or mwore for

‘a, vistt fmm one of God's

the Peast of Tabernacles in me Phul-
‘ippines. were able 10 &b;am 24-hour.

visas o visit Rangoom Tilere hey
ho was at

Burmg ~ Lnfurwmieh

lowing the Royers, Jep.mure .

Bu{mg the pasi ten years, bous .

dciw haic had Quiican mﬂueﬂc&ﬁm

. thes fricnds. and. felatives as they
. have :cﬁ.ami truth 1o mem from

therr study of Em'&s Word.® As a

" resisls. we have had several :eques(s '

for bspmm ‘lmm boxh a;rus
Farly' last yéar: after” moving m
blng-&pure with my family,
plaaned 1w i Burma. By this ume-
~ the Testnclions had beenxdaed )

~phat it wast Mthﬂ.‘ o obtas a*w on- the ‘morning- of the+5thm§~ar-

" rved in Bangkak after a one-day :
stopover in_ Kuala - Lumpur Ma-e T
_laysia. ‘At Bangkok 1 was met by - .
~ Steve  Pelftey, a seaior student of B
- Ambassador Collegé who "has just =~

.taken a year out of ml!ege to siidy
' abom the Hciodmg and muedth:s the Thai- iauguage at’ Cheingm! a;

' scu:n-dm 1oUrIsL Visa. Bul aggm

and - ag.mi my. trip bad 10 be post-
pom?d In June ‘food riots broke out |
Ly R.mgmm ‘Then Mdesprend
- Roods furced another’ detay. On Ad-
gusx 2 1 wiote 1o Saw Lay Beh

'repi) dated September S. 1974
“Very mcenllv onr lrrawaddy River
delta was affected by a flood leaving - |

* over one million refugees. Butthazk - |

. God. none of us Who are requesung

" baplism bave beep affected by the

Saw lay .
Beh arived in Rangoon lhc ‘day fol-

ﬁooﬂ 1 greatly appreczale your deep
concera for us” | -

My next aticmpl was to be in. De- - '

cember and | noufied those nter-
gsted. But.on November. 26 former
UN . Secretary- General U Thamt
died of cancer in New York and bis

body was fiown 1o Rangoon for bur-

-1al: During 'the funeral procession,

studenis from Rangovn Umversny

seized the body and ook it w0 nh’e :
grounds of the university for burial. .

-On. December 11 a state of emer '

gency was daﬂam\i m Rangoon be>

nine people dead and 74 wjured. a

. 'curl’cu was_placed on the cty. It
" wasn't hified altogether. until Febra-

ary. Kbong with the curlew, an order

' Jwaa ssued ‘banning amy gathering of

cause of this sludent agitation. Afler -

more than five: persons muhm Lhc

can, lzmn,s

Needless to say.. mv trip - was

g@m posxponedf
Finally:in Fehruary of a}us year l

* made- the iip. Leawmg Singapore .

4

woonsws hnnm'




+Steve and | boarded Bunma, Air-

- Radgoon. We found everyone to be-

P vgry friendly -cooperative and hélp-

* ful from the moment we stepped off

" Hei {who hsd comeé down to. Rang—

3 \ oorf from the Chin Hill a day or.

two ‘earlier). Soun we were epcom-.
: " passed by 16 Kareg ople from the
inawgddy delta had been wait-

- il - wani to miss-out vn ; uﬁﬂhlsumé
B ) Of the. 16 paplismal camﬂzda&g

T only four could sméemaad E.nghsh
[ - . Edén lhough‘ Sieve - had - bemme

_ didnt know a wond of the' Karen
e I "!anguage spoken bylthese hill -
= people. Using Saw Lay Bch and U
[ Saw'Hla 25 iierprelers; we speat
——tbe rest-of the-day Sounseling and
A getung sequainted. The' falkﬁwm:
i day webired a copple of jeeps
A ]oume}cgj o néatby Inya Lake. -
Eved-as Comelius {afid ghe Phil;
- ippian- jailor) - “with all his house”
and Lydia “and her- bousehold™

e

\mm m:m L

oy Umvexsm mnoﬁhemﬁaﬂani On.~
Monday morning, -Febroary 17,,

- ways” one and only jet and fliew to

3 . . - the plane. Amiving. ‘at the ‘Strand
S 'Hotel: we were met by Herbent Zari

(3 g L quite flent m the Thai iangﬂagﬁ:he .

(were baptized (Acts 10:2; - LE: u';

“house” — beginning with his 76-

Ebe game of the Lord.” Oul of the

related 10 Saw Lay- ‘Beh.
On, Wednesday morming, afier a

two-hour delay bevavse of heavy

" fog. Steve and 1 boaided a Fokier
Fncnda?up and headed for Mas-
dalay.
down in P.agan Steve decded w0

- spend & day of uéhmmg in the_
‘andent mm« on ihf: mu of &!:e ine-
waddy: .
kB spn:m A0 Ns umxmg “nd

.mumclmg -mb. n_ poople who
were able  meet me at the Mag-
dalay Hiodel When Sieve' arrived

from Pagan, he and’ i, along with

L ing mkaagm 'ér24—§Wsaﬁerm—HerbcnﬁurHﬁWmW?

. slnps of Mandalay Hill 10 see the
“ipcredible uump!rn of Bydd&usﬂ
shrines gnd 10 view ’mz vasl pimﬂb

2 of the <ty pelow. Beter, we were
" alfowed hp drive behink 1hie wallsof -

i Méud.ﬂdw Psleve, the cade] of the

st of ihq Burmese xmg,s -

- B dewa‘mmmg who was ready
fff baptsm. we drove to ihe lera-

_V\' dddy River, ‘where’ seven-: pecple -

Acom e (' hm Hills: were addeid to

ke BaRly of (‘Bﬁm Gie man had

'. ua&m 70.muss - five days. on &
%’,Ee trail wnd thea traveled by bus, -

fm Snother 124 miles from Haka w0
| Kalemyo, where he flew 1o Man-
- dalay for bapusm. He hadﬁeﬂ home’
eﬂgh& days befiose § met him in Mas-
dﬂky Alw&hcr ‘man had waiked

16:35), so Saw Lay Beh and his

: Vw—old mother and ending with his -
22-year-old son — were “bapx:znd m

16 pew memb«:& only wo are. not -

. FROM LEFT TO' mam-cw Am.s
. membars .

Wheti  1he plane. touched -

" One of the qucsuam ahm o . .

e all night o sheot & figer attacking e
_ our borse on the Sabbath?™ > e s

. i ab'airport jyst at the edge of the

- mhﬁ‘eummem&mdmey

arousd the worid.

4 1§

counsels in nangom Sizteen npw - . . .
14 from the ssme e
family! Mr . eadM!s Saw Lay Bak.  »  * .
“Eight new rmembers in -Mandaiay.
Herbert Zem Hei, Steve Pailiey -
a7d Guy Ames pose i front of statve .
ar the fw! of Mmdawy il .

fordy muﬁ in iwo da); bﬂfo{g trav- o o
eling the fosi of the way from Haka. :

- schowd lcga,hm bad was: “Would it

N l:\mﬂﬁ@ugh we oow hae éight
membes in tre Chin’ Hiils sad an-
‘other 16 in the - lnswaddy delta, |
there aze mmhcrow‘pmplc in the.

Chin Hulis sequesting bapuism who: _ j
"goulda’t wome' 1o Mandalay. Singe 7. v |
“the Chin. Hills Special Division of © - '
Burma is off kmils to wurists, per- | . -
haps a future tour can be scheduled

10 go-as far as Kalemyo, where there

kills. Also, we bope a munister can . -
" g0 Lo Burma for the mmmgiféa;ﬁ of - o
Tebernacles These people.need apd.
desue wontinued’ guidapce frompdn:

wnw:! with God’s Work_Piteir lot

_seed the prayers of (‘mds pwpﬂc

v-»-fa’wl, Amc:
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Y b
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three Wians

- sirack Suah by Jesas of !

. . o hisway w0 Damascss o wenture

S © _ Chrsnans He had spent ahs thyee

- oo &ays wdally unseeing — blimded by

o the brightdss of Christ's ~appear-

R anod. That unprecedented experi-

ence began the ransformation d‘
Sav! from a. «aﬂ?»ﬁghim relighonis

v of fus ume.

- pauls, ﬂmwe fifework was out-

: 4 "maiher ummedaazdv after his:
wla, " abou-face. Bt htﬁme he:
4 beoome Paul, or even begin 1o
oommence o fulfill his Chﬁsl-gncn
CommMmissien. Jesus inducted him-

" inte God's Waork through the d:epiy
o \3\'!‘5”@3'& ceremony of azplusm
.- Whie Ananias wes the. Chmu«wm

. bumer issirument that pul ibe old
,Lﬁ 2 Saul to death bvdunkmgimmunﬂzr

“imw prhaps the grtawa Chmw _

the Oxﬂ"?wm ot 10de o of B
an'd was deegly desirous of teaching
ELE me.mmg 10 the Connihian
church He weote: -7l »am o8 @
know: - brethren, that. our fathers

were 3l under the cloud, and all
passed through 1he sea and all were

. bapiizei mio Moses 1 the cho wd and
im the sea” (1 Cor.

1012 RSV).
,N@ahs Flood ‘was also 3 type-o "\:”,

New ne,nam.em haph,m Peter

WIORE (Eight souls were saved

- by v.aw The ke figurg ‘whereunto
“even baprism doth also now save

Cus .. by the resurrécucn bof Jesus
Ctmsm (I Peter 3:20-21). -~ ~

Awuuma ‘of cedemonial cleansing

. by waler, ‘are 100 DUMETOUS 10 }uﬂw

dooumem nonelhelass. here afe just

" @ few. The High Priest Auron: was -

j dor sllowéd 1 enter the Neﬁw Place

- withoi Grst mmmg% Resh @
16:1-4). Both husband.’ .

- water (Lev.

" later perseaded "\"=ﬁ=‘ﬁm

) o

and pul aside his vamily. “He &
lowsd Elisha’s seemingly -
instrections and was touly Itu.od»

of w terminal sRin &&ﬁim»ﬂ
T‘he point is that the bat ‘hwg of
fesh  and

formula for rgding the lstaclues

{and wi ‘Zm‘% Gentilesy of a whole

host of physical and SoTnenmes spr- -
deal, problems. God “has always
wanted men to be dean: pbwral&y
mcmﬂ}%y and spintually.

‘Bull thess, water-based cereme: oMEES

in 13:: O Téstament were only a
tipe of ihe New Testament %glrlwai
-, cleansing that finds is fulfiliment in
Churisy- These pm—('hmmm “amyebe-
de:ms could ooy maﬂy deanse sin--

pers of spmitoal défilerment ~ and

“make them eligible m&adamea for
Gmﬁs Kingdom.

Jeremiah put his’ ﬁmger on fthe -

» ‘j water. g1 was Besus Himself who
* | paye Paul God's Holy Spint.

Cobe mmmsazﬂ Would not Paul's ob- -

P viods repenisnce be sufficigat? Why

.+ go o the ireyble of being plunged .

oL 4 uadey eﬁ!cr = p@ssabiy fully -

et " clothed™ How could. the' bipusmﬂ
. v ceremchy - wagh« Pauﬂs sins away?

A A To bcgm te g,&_\x: ah ‘answer 1o -

‘ 'mpn pof baptism,_ i richly rocied. i
, . me pages of ahc Oid T@smeq;
R . Oid fuwnmx Amowimu _*?v
o et bapusuhs pxéﬁgurﬁ! by a
: . humber of graphic accounts - the

o first Testamepi. Pcﬂups -the ngsy
pm@am zumpk is the symbolu:

‘.— \ak "" ﬁ. _.

I By why would such 2 CEvemony '

. these questions, ‘i is pecesary W
- upderstand. 1@1,,&; sleamsing © mn- g | _
" the time. of Elsha, He approached -,
' Gmﬂ‘s prophet to sukicay total regov- -
| ery. Flisha’ H instradiions were: “Go
- amd wash in the niver Jordan seves -
times.” That stemed. snﬂy tio this dig- -
mﬁmﬁ, perhaps cvcn pompons, gen- |

" and wife were 1 balhe l‘ﬁemsaf\es

. after manital xeiaiwm (Lm/ 135:16-
. 18). EEven afiey leprody had dis-
the Jpauem was =m0l

4ppeared
-deQuarantined and zrcamxe?ﬂ 10 BOS-
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- gocasion of many an gmumd S3CTE-
" fice, the priest had 1 wash his cloth-
g and take s bath (Npm. 19 E-'!b

Naamqn chief general of the Sys-
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" -eral of the army. Naamas just
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the clothing that
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prfbkm"*ﬁtmglr you- wa:;h -
self with-lye Ja hash cleansing

agent] and use -m:ia soap Jin waw;L .
mc sin of your guilt is still before - N

€ (Jer. 2:22. RSVh
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Tawmcm euemma! washings inio

© even, sharper focus: “Accbrding to

. this .anrangcmem, gifts and secrifices’
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M@Mwmﬂnﬁbodanddxmkmd
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- washings ‘combined eould dot- do. . 'By you, and do you come to me"‘

‘~The shedding of His life’s blood -
- ‘broke the barrier between God-and

. man forever, Man’s repemanee fol-
~Howed by Christ’s ‘ministration _ to,

. _. man of the Holy Spirit then actually

changes mind. Howevet, all of

_ -those Oid Teslameni washmgs did
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- so nowt for thus it is fitting for us to

- fulfil all rightesusness.”. Then he .
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. rcally wtllmg lo rcpent of thir sins:.

P

" (ste; Roih. 6:3-6).

* Actually, full immersion was gen~' '
crally pracqu unu] the late 1200°s"
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Q: ”Sboﬂdwgmmmm" 2

_l{_m.mmmemu

i‘f.jnmzwn qpm@lh in Lhe p:nod
er - from. Malachi 0 Matthew — ‘be: -

tween the Temmm& Rtmr.mhet
that Payl quascd either trom & writ-
us 4bouk) or_a"speech of & Cmmz oy
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. their minds' that  this ncw devel- -
- opment in_the rchgmn\g,kmel

. indecd was the. unfolding and reve-
“ Lavion. of 'ihd: lmlb oi‘ God lhc Cre-

he .mcicm pmsis ol' Jerusar
. “temn had a rityal.. One in

" entire Secret of the death-resurfée

byLawsmC Br;sgs

“which —.astonishibgly — the .

“given b;., the God of the dad Testa-

ment, who was to become the.very’

Jesus Christ of the \cw ‘[ﬁmncpt'

to whom the ritual pouﬁted_

tion-mission of Christ the Messiah, -, sawmg Speak unto the children of

- and the binh, life and destiny of the

rue Christian Church was acted

. oulL

It was no academ ‘that mulmuds

“of ﬁxs'-ccmun Jews, knowing as
- they did the facts of this situal, were_

" .convinced of the authénticity: of

Jesus and His message. and _ that

‘. they Slgerly amepwd the new pame

of Chmm .The ‘sumber of-

‘the disciples muiuphca in Jerusalem -~

-

. lished provenance from God, the \ ‘:he ihrone of the universe.

0 greatly: and a great epmimw of the .'

| priests were ob:d:em w0 lhc fguh”‘ -
' . of something aciually being trans- -,
- The Eong previous existence of the . > ferved to heaven 10 be prescmud’

{Acts b?p
ritual — and. its known and estab-~

God- oﬁ' Israel and- the-God of uhe

: u;zmemc — Was: proof pusxmc to

Israel, and say unto them, Wheast

o{ thie firstfruits of wm*'barvat untop

the priesi: And he shall wave ‘the

- sheaf befote the Lord: to be- ac-
" oepted for you:§
the s&hbalhnt.hc pn
(Lev. 39—!])

You will nmmc xhaj ﬂxc “wavos"n

‘sheaf” ‘was 10 be lified up add =
_waved goward heaven, as a symbol
“and awcpmd by the One who,sxts of .

- The sheaftud l,wbc oflhc “first~
,fmns —

bread, nor ‘parched corn. nor gieen

ve brought an aﬂ’pnng unio yonr

m ‘pcﬂu-? de(allcd ful_ﬁlh.m:‘ ;

awr ;
Mrug al lhat ‘samc ntual :

" f a "‘U(I}»\cnz umc lu::ncl still”
il aiuam ‘impressive and con-

vm_mma And 10 us, it is g0t eoly &
_lis;mc:ndows testimony. 10’ the divi- ‘_-1'~
. mty and authenticity of, Chiist bui
N ] uu accuiacy and authority of ihe.
Old Testameni &npluns as. n:n.

Thcnluxluasp'uyhccy-,w

"Temdlﬁrsn

,lhmgghoux your generations in alk
X neﬂmgs«lvgnc i4).

y did the sheaf have'to boof~

- before the rest of the *

.!nncat could be uscd? Bcu&

-Ated Chiist: “Christ [is] risen -

ihé dead, and become the ﬁm

Jruits of ‘xhcm thiat sitpt (I Cor
7 15:20). . Every- man.in his. mm

‘gider: {‘hmsl the ﬁny’mu;, after-
mmi they thal are Chns:s at tus

-7 back ib the wildérncss - th
%, ycars before ihclm:hmm into
-+ “the Promised Lapd-and had a ﬁu—, -Col. 1;18;

o vcm w0 whﬁh n caukl‘applyﬁ Itm

"-ﬁmempm‘

Tbt cmgm! wmmod »as Encn
A1y-nine-

E Tiyough “ - ",__;1'i:i‘ﬁ:t'mA1shouldmﬁnmthedead"‘

rthay he ‘might be. the Jirstborn

amung ‘many brethrén™; “...th

ﬁmbgm fom the dead”; “the first

" begotien® Aas 26:23; Rom. 8?9‘
. i6). -

L .
e first od° the harvest 1o
rc&pz;d “And ye ;hhli calneither ¢

eam,!unnl the’ seifsame day thatye

Thcfunlwutobemgaﬁed

Te
- -

: mch wm as the hanmt season ar-
N m,ed. It was dosely tied i m with the
* anpual cycle of. hoﬂy days which pic-

. ture God’s phnof}isspmmihm'* o
“And the Lord spake-unto Moses,

vest. /-
“gind . ye shall’ count- um(} you

. from the morrow after: ihe‘iabbat% .

- be come into the fand ‘which I give - ‘

. uplto you. and shall reap the harvest
lhereof then ye shall bring a sheaf

ﬁom the day that ye bmughl thi

,,s!:cz.f of the wave offering; seven '
mbbaﬂﬁ shaﬂ be complete: Even
.unto the’ mormw ‘afieg. the seventh

" sabbath shall ye mbcr ﬁﬁy days

{thg; is, until Pentgcost, which - '

" means. “ﬁmﬁ\‘b day™].-... [Then] ye
¥ i j_yom haﬁnauqns’

theyshallbcofﬁn/cﬁour they shall” . -~
‘be baken: with lcawn, they are the - .-
firstfruits unto thé ford. ... And the -
.the bxead of the

priest shall wave .,
firstfruits for a wave offering’béfore
_ the Leéxd .

. Here is 3 time’ pcncﬂ -"tcpre-'

smwd.bysﬂ days = 10 aftey~
the - oﬂicnng ~and amcpa.nce of .

Chnsl; afier, ‘which -something or

somcone. (rcprcsentca\by WO
Joaves, in° which' preparation leaven

£ (Lev. 23:15-
T ‘6517 20). . RS

: uwﬁrshzﬂ—bvrsmmrfurevcr——hgd—a—piﬂl)—bweme—eﬁgtblé to-also— ‘

be lifted and waved lowud thc
beavens. - 0.
_\., Fhe

* hgr part of the mua(

-
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" Fherc was’ more. 10'e way !‘hc-"-»»

chs amual!y handlcd lhc W
VT wticed:

."mlthlble

)id sotie of someone amopg the.

\pmphcts and’ pncsts of -Isracl,

_perhaps cemuna bernrc, trulg un- §
“derstand le cvenls. and: ¢ircum- S
s&amsurmundugg mcfus: mmmg N

nifig ‘of; the” latter. sym-‘ ;'R'
" bolism will ‘Become: obvious when .
“WE. (hﬁmughly understand the ear-

Mou; than wasa u&!ly eqquméed
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" dnd departurc of the Messiah? Of

did God in some way simply'reveal
it 1 the priests that' the wavesheaf
should be handied in the detailed
way they'did it? We do not know.
But we can sec the reason, as we
cxamine_ those ‘perhaps even man-
made and man-added details, why
thousands of - first-century Jews
came to see Jesus was Christ.
Christ was a chosen one — chosen

-by the Father before_ the.fohndation

of the-%orld (I Peter 1:19-20; Eph.’
1:4; Rev. 13:8), chosen by the high
priest and the leaders of the Jews

(John 11:49-52), chosen by the °
* people (Matk 11:7-10). Not just any
"' “sheaf carelessiy grabbed on a ‘Sun-
. day morning oul of all the barley
_which was’ then beginting to be

redped couild represent Him. Nor
-could just any sheaf have fittingly

demonstrated the extreme  pre-

eminence qf c hrjst’s firstfruithood
as rega.rds mne since then — already
now nearly twenly centuries.

The Mishnah, a collection of Jew-

weremony of wmng preparmg and
waving the

) cooo NEWS Jine tm

Mmhrmh wis gqnerally thﬁught tos .
- have been' put into writing only
" about, 'A.D, ‘200, some of the infor-
© maion abg)ut events before the de-
Struction of the_Temple (AD. 70) -
*may not always,be totally accurate,

Bui the general Ricture of the wave-

" sheaf ceremony- is borne out by
other sources-and what wc know of -

the situation at the timé. Here i iy the
traditional ceremony as handed. |

gers of the court went out.
shedves so that it would be easy for

culting” (Menahoth 10.3; our own
translation).

Followmg the aboveequoted pas« '

%

sage, the Mishna dramancally de-
scribes the cutting loose of the stalks
.of grain from the JBround. Standmg_

in the field, over the chosen and

- bound sheaf, sickle in hand and sur-

_ réap?”.And they answered, "Reap"'
" He then cut the pound prain.

. reaped the sheaf, the priests
-even further to make it a wholly '

.‘used to parch it with fire, -
used to beat it' with reeds .md the
J§tems of

rounded by others who were there
to ‘make sure all was done exactly
right, the priest ‘asked: “Is the sun_
set?” They answered *Yes!” “Shall I

-

Having chosen and eventy
em .

suitable representatiop of Christ

(though probably nots themselves
fully apprehending. just what they

were illustrating). What they obvi-
ously could not do while the grain
was standing, they now did. “They
. They

plants that the grains-
should not be crushed [before the

i par(.hmg]’; (Menahoth 104). !

- Surely hitre is more than a Hintof

- the physical beating, — soourging —
© nish law.and Lradntmns describes the .

Christ underwent at the hands of

'f:hc Romans, yet ‘done m lhc type

. prain. Wehy? ‘Besause not a bone of |

Him was 10 be broken (Ex. 12:46;
Num. 9:12; Ps. 34;20; John 19:36).

- Then the grain.was' paiched, sym- -
. bolic of the scorching reception this’

world gave the Sor of God throtigh-

_out His enilre human life, arid espe-

. tmuy in Hxs findl houss. . . !

Then. as if ll‘us were not enough '
. the priests * *put it in a‘grist-mill and

i took therefrom a.tenth [of an ephah - _
: ~WWMWH&WHMH&M&M&MM _
“How. was it done?. The messen- .
cand .
bound" the standing- gram into .

thirteen sieves...they put in: cil,

cand the frmkmcense thergof . .
(:butg Here again they plcwred

- Chnist's wrials and testings (sxﬂmgs)A
His Holy Spirit. (khe oil); His prayers

- and the swest savor to God. of His ~
holiness (frankingense. — Rev. 8:3)..

. rusalem and ‘the second

Thus were the aspccts of Christ's - -~

* 'life and death represented by ritual.

God had not had all these details
written into the Bible in the” first -

place. But He nevertheless used

them in the working out of His plan

to |dcnmy His Son ard Messiah, so
that a tremendous witness was

borne to the Jews eo*ermng Jesus -

. vd.Nazarﬁﬂl

The. Passover Itseif a
Similar Exsmple
"God did a similar thing with Jew-

_ ish practice in the events leading up

ta and culminating in the actual
death of Christ as Passover Lamb.
The Jews in Jcaus lime were kxﬂmg:
their lambs ‘almost 24 hours lafe,”
perha . about 3 p.m. on the. after-
noon of Nisan 14 (see box on next .
page). In-the lalcr years (befor .&e Je-
mple *.
were deslroycd by the Romans), be-
cause of the sheer multitude of the
lambs which were brought-into the

priests had to bcgm oto: kil them

tven as cgrly as uwn " _
i Lall-

Temple courts’ for sllughter, .the

A

1

thenticate Hxs d:vme .mmnted Pas.v
over Lamb as the bearer away of

- ‘the sins of lhe@’nmrld God honored

thcxr way!.
-Yes; He did. Even 50 far as m

darken the earth about noon. as i
. Christ hung on the cross and bggan
to die, and o actually let Him ex- . -
. pire by about 3 p.m. (Luke 23:44- .

46; Mark 15:33- 34 ,M.m 27. 45»46),
Thc time the Jews thus set ac’’

N

7

Passover did die. For the unbeliev- -
ing of the Jews, the limited view ‘this”
“gave of the. sdcrifice’ of Chyist was -
_sufficient. It 'was a" witness. It was
cnough they could have believed..

As it avas, they did picture for

thcmsclvm, for the Ume when they»
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'l'he Jews' Paf >

‘ shall have the percepuon to see and-

believe, the death of their Savior, as
their PasSoVerGls ‘well as ours. Only

the Christians needed — and now -
need “Yo understand and keep the .
Passovey ordinance after the ‘ex-

‘ample gf Jesus at the beginning of
Nisan 14. Because only they per-
ceive :_heu' future need of prior pro-
tection when God will slay more -

than ﬁm?yn,'and throughout the -
world will"*pass over” only those

over whop is the blood of the Christ
who let Himself at' midnight be

seizedsin their stead by the “death "
. den

angel" mob in GEthsemane

Back to the anuhuf

In the lihe of Jesus the wavesheaf
" .was offered on’ the Sumday\dunng

Passover week. This is clear. since

" the priests. — who Wwere mostly Sad-

ducees — were in charge -of the’

. Tcmple ‘ahd "all the Temple cere-
*mony (Acts 4:1-6; 5: 17). The timing -
aud symbolxsm of this eemnony /

_ would have been ovcnvhe

" death and resurrection

_r . o ‘.,

\18. o
+those who knew the cvents of mus_ :

The wave sheaf ha b;,env choaén
in advance, as Christ was. It was
tied in a bundle, symbolizing his

- captivity. It was cuj lpose from the -

ground just at:sunset - just ‘the time

" at which Chirist rose. from the dead

‘after three days and three- nights in
the tomb. The cutting of the grain
symbolized Christ’s actual resurrec-

-~ tion. Like the sheaf now loosed from +
" the soil, the resurrected Christ b‘e~ .

e free\from any physical depen-
ir, water or sustenance
lha had tie¥ Him, as-it_has tiéd all
i lo l.hns canh out of

‘ ~Th the mual Chnst was
slain. and rwnrrccted But He had *

not yet ascended into heaven. v’

So finally the priests waved the ..
-ptoduct of their (mis?)treatment of
the: wavwheaf toward heaven and®
lhe Falhcr Aad- m hke manncr as

b’
. o

When God geve the lsraehtes a"
law, Lo kil and eat the Passover on’
“'the-14th day of Nisan {(Exodus 12),

"Vl . e did not tell ther to kill the lamb

Iale in the afterncon and fmally get it

gmnmg the 15th — after the Pass. .
over .dey was ended.- (Remember .
N ~that a bibhcal day beu‘ns with a.dark
{1+ hatf. then soncludes with a light half -
— see Leviticus 23:32; Genesis
17, 8,13). He told them: “in the -
1 fourteenth day of the first month at .
- avenis the Lord’s | ?maﬂvgr And on
tbo fifteenth day of the same month

bread .. .” (Lev. 23:5-6),
The | Jews for many centuries have

"same as the-feast nf unlagvansd
bfead (how can it be feast of “un-

resd”-when-itis-
of “lamb"?). Thus they have con:’
- fused the two festivals, making them
orie. But it is obvious, from’

. originally commanded .time to shy
the lamb was u.ﬁy in the

puu i, “bemnn the two nvenmgs

tected houses would be

‘is the feaut of unleavened.
. made the esting. of the lamb the \ was to give that day - the T4th —its
the-feast —the Lo
, that day - thé 15th — would have

rigt’s -
" own “last supper” exainple, that the

ning Bf the 14th — an Exodus 2 5 .

5\» between sunset and darkneu

As,God of the Old. Testament,
~ Christ foreknew He would change' ’
the emblenis-of te Passover-to the
firead. and wine, and-He knew what
d it to ogedr.

" ing at that 4

'the “sheaf” was raised and let dbw;:.
Christ ascended to heavep to His

Father. and sefurned on that same. B

day (Joha 20: 17; Matt. 28:9).

~

The barley and wheat harvest "
continued from the day of the wave- -

sheaf to' Pentecost. It was a type of
" the spu’;wal higy
‘underway in the Chyirch ever since:
. But no more of.it was waved'till the

' iftieth day. Then two wave loaves ~

. were madc of flour brought of the

habitations of the'people. The priest {
raised’ them, waved ihem -toward.
“heaven and jowered them. What of -

‘these ‘two_loaves? . Obviously - they

reprsemcd the many additional - '

firstfruits to be given ctemal’ life

from both Old Testament and New,

‘Testament periods (Jamies 118

est which has been | - :

‘Rom. 16:5; Rev. 14:1-4). The, loaves .

were baked with-leaven, which ftp- :

‘resented sin { Cor. 5:7), for BoRne.

“sinned.

. culting loose from the carth, the end

@ Cor. 15:51-52; I Thess. 4:13-18).
But just as lhe priest raised .the

y and hour He wa, .
Therefore -He toid Israelites to

slay the lamb in the evening, put its- .
blood on the doorposis, roast and -
_eat it and-stay’ indoors -til morning .
"(Ex. 12:6-8.22) Why? Becausé only.
those’ firstborn “humans who. were .
within such already marked and pro--.
srmmd at
mldmghl The Lord Would~“pass’
over” that house <« at qumghl. still.
in the first and dark hqlf of the 24 “‘
hour day — and thet “passing over”

name. Passover, (verses 12, 23, 29);
If the death angel (repvnennng ’

No spmﬁc pomt in the mual*’; :
. seems dwgned to show our actual -

" of us — as Chnst - have never R -

. of our dependence on the physical, .
because’ our resurrection and ascén-
sion into the air to meet Christ are
all one event. Some will yet: be liv-
E c anmelyill Hiot be res-

. urrected” 4t “ail, but “changed in‘a-
* moment; in a twinkling of an eye” - -

foaves up and. et them down, 50
shau we all ascend jnto the cloudsl. :

- before -returning almost -immedi-:

: a(ely to earth with Christ, as His feet -

stand in that day on the mount of -
Ohvw (Zech. 14'4) S v

To us “the general analogv of
.1 Corinthians "15:35-44, 49 primar~

“ jly refers. Bui the rituil of Leviticus :'
.23, with all its added features, pri-

manly and_vividly - dscnbﬁ and R

" .identifies.Christ. .

over” unul the mgm part of the 15:h

been the-Passover, ahd not the 14&1

If they had slan and "eaten the
Pdpsover lamb- at-the game time of
day as the Jews later.came to do, .
their firstborn would not hivd\b—ln §
opondi .

. No wonder that tens of‘thcus&nds T
of first-dentury Jews — the people . -

" who- kncw the most about Bible

pmphm -(and the Exodus and R :

aboul Leviticus 23) — believed. Was:

it alf] just coincidence that had come

; w pais in theirday? Ridiculous! . .
R Cimtg!ihelpyomoowbeheve" a.
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Wi&yﬂoal oyous ) ~ in the
h issue of the GN by Dr. Rodenck C.-
Meredith. Tears came. io my eyefas I
- opked at the(govex ‘ondmng 1y we‘
. couldn’t ‘have done
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-to share with you . the views of another
Christian. The fan | am referring w0 is Dr.

* Gary North. He is the sénior economist for
.the Pacific Coast Coin Exchange and at

Press, .
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1. You
yrokthu
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