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1If God is good, kindlndimlt m‘:ydid ;

"He create this mlsﬂy-hd.n WB

_for His children to live in? Why vm,
_; " starvation, pain and suffadné? Is M

& logical-reason for it ali?. il X

(Su hrtidg beglnnlng on p&gu 22) e
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. A n g back- p.sgc ad appeanng on g
' s’I fairly recent number of the Plain
Truth, we tested the Bible knowl-

dge of our readership. Ten trué-or-.
\false questions were posed t§ our
v Plain Truth reddcrs - \vnhout the

< . shéct ncatly tucked away clscwhcre

' ‘in- the tabloid..

. . What, docmnca were frue’ and

¢ false! 1o .our readers is a little aston—
lshmg 1o say - the least {see box- on
TUiigXY page fof the resulls) — just one

;. more eye-openung revelation con-
%ﬂ\mg the extent to which even this

Bcneﬁl of a_handy crib or answer -

estern, world of Christianity “has

“Been vm.uaﬂy engulfed by~

thora of pagamsm
R One. of the :seven major. in-
T commv;mble pmot‘s of the true

plb- ‘

L Chun:h of God isits knowlcdge con- *{-

cermng “The Real Trith About Pa-
"gan Doctrines.™ | propose to answer

+ .. each and every one of these ten doc- | -

_trinal ‘questions straight out of the

» page.ﬁ of your own Bnblc

'ﬂlu Rnl Soum of
Ymrﬂﬂrﬁibus ‘Beliets

But first, why do-you behcvc the.

R

' lgngs!you do about the Bible? How

our Plam Touth réadcts arrive at

Gc%()onms mrm

a

by Garnér Ted Armslf‘ong

"MHow much of what ym‘rbclwva .

aboirt religion is really true?

| How do you discover doctrinal
" truths? And if you do ﬁnnliy
“find ‘the right doctrine, m‘yoy
courageous eviough to face and
- acaspt u}_ - .

A S
T
o

| - rave person indeed! The majority of

-{ think aboutut. canie

their various doctrinal beliefs. as
shosm on this short ten-question
quiz? How did we all come-to our. ) » 3
religivus wonvictions -and. Beliefs? ' i ‘
. Was i by actually 'studying the '
. Bible for weeks. months and years —
oﬂmumcs on our knees, comparing, -
scarchmg ‘praying for gundancc and’ ,
then living by what we found there? ' B
Let’s most of us not kid ourselves. .
If such is your case, you are a very -

“our ~yeaders would have to admit

thai" their rchgxous beliefs, if lhcy

really would sit dmvn and stop to- .

here. .- -

" but the Bible The actual sources
were first of all parents, perhapsan. - .

' aunt. an unde, grandparent; friends; :

. various denominations of “church- - e L
" idnity,” books abour the Bible, gven - "
cogeepts alinost automatically n:xd L : ‘

info™ the Bible, etc. ] e
qul]y. people believe what' lhe) S R
- are taught — true or false! A human '-' ‘ )
bemg 18 not, of hxmsclf(or herself), a
“rational being. Rather, as a litde o

+ baby. beopenly-and ‘freely-admits - |
‘into his'little mind any.and every- .
thing that is taught him. :

" Think about it! You were a lmEe

-,

N - S

. baby ence. You we}c utterly help-




e

less — utterly dependent upon your
parents for your very sunvival. As a
growing young child; you inrocendy
and eagerly believed most of what
your parents said to you. .
For example, you firmly believed
Aunt Bessie’s soul went to heaven if
.your parents said so! And thiat is
about how most of your convictions,

beliefs "and concepts about the

Word of God got lodged into your
mind — other ;gple were by far and
away the main source."

There Is a Soum of Truth

if 3ou had been taught the truth
of God from infancy, you would be-
lieve it today. But regardless as to
what you have been taught — irres-
-pective of what you believe about

- any biblical subject — there is a way
for you to find out whether or not

you are believing biblical truth or

: docmnal lies.

“ There is a positive, absolute and

unshakable source of truth! Jesus ’

said: “Thy word is truth”

.(Jobgp 17:17). The apostle Paul

Vo

wrote: “All scripture is given by in-
spiration of God, and is' profitable
for doctrine, for. rcproof for corvec-

ness” (Il Tim. 3:16). Peter wrote:
“For the prophecy came not in old
time by the, will of man: but holy
men of God spake” as they were

(1 Peter 1:21).

gives cross-checks. balances and es-
pecially corroborative points on vi-
tally important docirinal truths. The
Bible — the one source of absolute
spiritual truth — is mmpiy filied with
- bonsistent scriptures {“here a littie
and there g littie”) on the. most
foundational doannﬁ of God

Tmth is Ega Shammmu

’_.

' be wrong about something - — almast
anything — is unfonunalelv a Very
ego-shatiering experienée for some
(if not most) buman beings. The.m--
posure of even fafse refigious. mvi.h;

- and bmsm can be s0° psycholo%?ﬂy

tion, for instruction in' righteous- .

moved by.the Holy Spirit”

Everywhere in the Bible, God

" To believe that we céuld actualﬂv-~

complete ¢go destruction. :
When the doctrinal or religious
securily blanket is gone, so ‘is the:
pamaxiar niche of comfort into . N\
which we can conventently creep

" when some chailenging new thonght

comes ‘along 1o disturb our mental
processes. We do have our first line

of defenses against truth and they * -

are far more effective than any ra-\.

* disruptive that it is tantamount to -

i

dat set or military ad‘.anpc-eza:h =,

waming missile sysjem. They unfail-
ingly rell us that we are not wrong. -
but right after ail?

‘Most people stubbornly resist any

new. truth with a whole series o! -
. firstyline defenses and severai back-

up, s¥stems .10 boot. But when truth

finally exhausts all their defenses,
. they are forced 10 résort.to that on'!‘

‘nd-onty tired old excuse: “Just w!m

. do you think you are? Where did

‘you gét your authority from?” If ali

" this putdown >
Actually, acu‘img to &hc., Bxblc
admiging that we: have been wrong

Flso fails, peopie tead to fall back op- '




B : ions of family and” fricnds brings

L -a]l ofour lives abou& magor doc-
{trines and revered religious corcepis
shoald be the first st to bemmmg
2 really mature huma jeing. Itisa |
very vital and redd part of spmt/

: process called rep¥ntance.

e Are you willing to bum your doc-

trinal bridges behind you when you

L v discover mew truth in the pages of

e ¢ Your Bible? Or arevou going to con-

P . tinug to cling to d!ogml, sHopwom, -

! old religious ‘myths that are com-

b pletely .inconsistent with the true

.~ " biblicai teaching? : ¥

o, Trutk Sometimes has a price on it

- albeit mot a monetary one: “Buy
¢ the wuik, and scll it not,” advised
r wise -old King Solomon
(Prov.” 23:23). Sometimes not going -
along with the long-believed opin-

i with jt some religious persecamom.
. :Somgetinies it takes a littic _conage
"u)&oewourmmdfrom doctm:s"
and concepts that' commeon sense’
- ‘tells' you are totally illogical and do
S .ot eyen square with what you,
L ‘know aboul paturc and scicnee,
© - .much im the Bible. True Hiblical |
! .+ “doctrine jusi rings true! - :
] But regagdless of what you chpose
S to do about truth, it is still there!
i '« And the Bible is an ego-shauermg
" book. It ¢xpases and explodes most
of  the. wor .doctrines of maih-
. strearm, Wmcm~world “Clmsl;an

Coaty” as shw myths.
L A Book of Oppesnu )
i - It isa book abmlmdy fxaugm; .
with what Fve always geferred to s -
o “diainetric opposites™ — many times
- totally oppesite o the various bi-
0L zaire “doctrines and beliefs” of even-
. the religion that is supposed o be -
B 7“ - based' on a biblical foundation. -~ |
S - So open up your Bible and dis- -
. cover that it does nof say what you
;" probably waiways thoyght it did —
- -but ofter the exact opgwsite!
; Mo betier examfic of thjs incrod-
.- .. ible irony can be found in all of the
- Bible than in the shocking “Scrmon
‘ . ¢m the Moudt™ which contains the
T of real Christianity — the very heart, -
o- root and coré of the teachings of°

L

-
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{ this Gttle quiz) belicVe that “Heaven..
i saved” — a '
place for Chiistias¥ retirement. And }

‘copled it withd
ytance” of a “departed” loved one
as abwime pmof posiuve that this

" being became virtually obsessed
_'with the 1dea of “getting t heaven.™

lions.
-tion 12:9 “the great ‘dragon” who

' Chnst, Agam, :.he vczy basic doc-
trines of this world’s Christianity, ,’
| balieye it or got, ase in direct oppo-

i ::mo the sumplest and clearest
tca ofChrist found in the Sth,
6th and zthchgpt:xsoftbcbookd
Maghew. -

Haaven Is the Rmé\
. of the Saved?

The overwhelming majority of
our Plain Trush readers (who took

mtbcn’cwardoftﬁ

without any exaggeration, manmy |
" milligns in the Westers worid fuh)
expect “10 get to heaven™ someday.
They have, in many cases, been im-
bued with this fake ‘concept (both
consc{ousiv and ynconsciously), |

if you had bean taught the
truth of God from mfancy,

, you would believe it today. -
"But regardleéss as fo what you
have been taught — irrespec-
“tive of what you believe — *
" there is a way for you to find
out whether or not you are
bélnevmg baﬁlical truth. .

-,
C

t quesuon ~ yet
_mever having scen a shred of real,
tanyblt beblical proof. )
Pechaps some of them - actually |
saw and heard a “death-bed repen-

since uiﬂy ‘ch‘

who claimed .o have seea a “vision”
of heaven — and then accepted ‘this

fncnd or relitive “went 16 heaven.”
But miilions do not realize that
anciently a great and powerful spirit

o

This greal spint — called in tbe
-Bible “Saian the devil” — has man--
agod to imstil) this tepacious, scifish
gmspmg desire to “get to-heaven” in.
the minds and hearts of these mil-
He is calied in Revela-

! has dwened the &b:;ﬂe world. He'
even inspired one of his ministers

| (see I Cor. 11:15-15) to ask the

question, “Dear Reader: Are you
willing to settle for earth™
“However, the first few werses in
the “Sermon on the Mount™ dispel’
- and pul to rest the idea that heaven
t.sthe(}xmhanmam'l,md,asa ’
bonm.!uehawzvvmlleswnon
how to study the Bible. In verse Jof
Matthew S, Christ said: “Blessed
are the poor in spirit’ for theirs is
the kingdomr of heaven” (Mark,
Luke and John all refer to it as the -
“kingdem of God™.
" Now skipping ahead just a couple
of verses, Jesus continued: “Blessed.
are'the meek: for they shal] irheris
the earth™ (verse 5). Dots Ehrist
then mean to xmpiy that “the poor
An. spirit” are going to heaven. wbﬂc .
Jdt is very clearly. stated that “the
meek” (a very similar quality of
character) are to temain on ‘zarth?
,No! It pldinly says: “The mepk
shaﬂ inherit the earth ” Jesus said
-s0; and so did David (cf. Matt. 5:5;
Ps. 37:11, 22,29). Lo
‘The lmlh is that Jesus Arver
pmmmad heaven %s 2 reward for the
saved! The saints (trur Christians)
“shall rule and wign on the earth
(Rev. 5:10) for "a period of ope |
/tbou.nnd years (Rev. 20:4). Jesub |
promised all overcoming Christians
that they would rule over the na- _
uonsonllmeaﬁhwmthﬂm(m_
“Rev, 226; 3:21). !

very carefully. “Blessed are the poor-.-

in spirit: for theirs is the kmgdnm of

heaven.” That little word’ “of”

‘makes 2 very great deal of _

cnce in understanding this vaﬂ: co
« Chnist promises His clect a kingdom' .
‘uled by God, but from beaven. It is

a kingdom of heaven, but nof a

- kingdom in heaven - and thcm isa

. great diftinction! :

The  proverbial cxamplc Pve nl-

T wRys used 16 illustrate this principle

i the Bank of Morgan_ If Jesus had

. said: “For theirs is the Baok.of Mor-.
‘gan.” would that mean thdt He'was

promising (1o the saved) the stacks,

boads, securities and wealth ioside

S ——— e —————— e

“Now-read - Matﬂmw 53 again, D,
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PSS

H

;o -

of Mr. Moergan? Of course pot —

. that would be nidiculous! Tn'e‘«a.rmb

is that both “the poor ia spint” and

. “the meek™ shall inkerit the eirth!? j
The “kingdom of heaves™ is a |
| them? Doesn’t reaily make sense.

kingdom niled by heaver, which &5

to come down out ofheaven — 0 - |

this earth! As 1 already pointed out

- carlier, oniy Matthew uwsed .this ex-

pression anyway ~ Mark, Luke and
John all calied it “the kingdom of

" God ” Matthew, wnting inttially and

primariy 0 the Jewish peopie of his
day. used “kingdom of heaven™ for

a very vital reason and purpose. ™

Many Jews regarded themselves as
already being, since Sm the King-
dom of God.

The jiteral Kingdom of God (

Kingdom of the Messiah -- Chfmt):»f

will be a spintual kingdom far tran-
scending the scope of amy earthly,
physical kingdom -of men on this
earth — then or mow. ‘Matthew
wanted 10 be doubly sure That his
Jewish audience understood the i im-
portan{ dnﬂcmncc .

Heaven Makes :No Sanse |
Jesus talked of a coming resurrec-
tion of the dead in John $5:25-29:
“Verily. verily, 1 say unto you, The
hour is coming, and now is, when °

* . the dead shiall hear the voice of the &

Son of God: and .they that heas
shali live,,.. Marvel not at this: for
the four is oommg in the which ali
that are in the graves shafl hear his
voice, and shaill come forth; they

 that have done good, unto the resur-

wectior "of lifé; and they that have
done evil, unto the resurrection of -
damnauon [Greek, judgment].”

But the resurrection itsclf presents

“a peoplexng dileouma to people

who belicve that the dead go imme- |
diately to hegven when they die. if

. Chnistians who die “in the Lord” are
- already in heaven — living in beau-

tiful mansions and sporting white

" wings"and’ the whole bit — wln
© " bother with & resurreciion? .

If they have been released from
this sip-sick  world, from their. old,

~worn-out, discase-ridden. corrup::

ible ‘bodies, and if they have besn

i
§

4
i

I

i

4
i

!

{ pell 8 heaven ™

with Jesus Christ in heaven — why
. o

‘ ¥

would Jesus '&akc therm out of

§ heaven. bring them back to earth,
| plunge them back into their graves,
i and then gb through the fantastic,

laborious effont of ‘résurvecting
does i1?

I could go or and on, easily tak-
ing up this entire article just answer-
ing'the first question. and | wouldn't

| get'to any others. The scriptures 1
| -have presented are only 2 few of the .
| erally dozens of plain scriptures
(and semetipaés whole chapiers) in

the sacred Word of God which ab-
solutely prove that the “gei-to-
beaven™ idea of this. spiritually
darkened world is of pufely Salanic
ongin and strictly nonsupportable
o tke Bible.

One important verse [ should m-

Most people stubbomly resist

-any new truth with a whole

series of first-line defedses
and several backup systems.
But when truth finally exhausts
all their defenses, they are
forced to resort to that tired
old excuse: “just who do

you think you are?”

“And po

clude here is John 3:13;
man hath asgended up to heaven,
Yut he [Jesus] that came down from
1 heaven. cven the Son of man which |
-5 {at the ume Jolin wiole tis Gos-

And that includes
the great patrsarch David — a man

1 after Gond's.owa hearnt (Acts 13:22).
! The plain Word of God (wihnch isto |

judpe each of us) says through the -

mouth of Peler “Men end brethien. |

let me freely speak unto you of the
patnarch David. thet he s both

devd und buried, and hs sepukhre is |

with us upto ths Jday"” {Acts 1:29).

" Verse 34 sails l&ac i on the coffia
" of this crazy idea that the*sdints ave [
, abready. 1 heaven:

“For Daﬂd i
mo¢ ascended into the hcgsm

This ts plam biblical cmmag u

tesly imcapable of mistranslition:

No mlexpscuma ueeded - # says

e

%

i Johr 14 be.» those mazsions {or of»
i fices) are mg r'pa.:ed of God iz

i

| there might be somelhing o

| pletely explained and expln
¢ including ﬁ:e cze aboul the

| jures.

what it means;
says! )

Oh. 1 know that theré is a scxp-
ture on_heavenly :n&m*ens in

i meacs whal it

keaver now to be brought dean o

| L?-rs carth at Ghrist's seco":ﬂ CIming.
; These verses are covered in techai-

| cal detail in oyy bookiet Whar Is che
Reward of th# Saved? Most cf the
- scriptulie

that seem 10 mdmiﬁh‘aa
s
heaven conoept are felly and cor-

7.«&

op the cross” (Luke 23:43) Paul
wanling o depart and: be with
Chnst (Phel 1:23-243. Paw! suppos-
edly being bodily in the third
heaven (1] Cor- 12:1-7). ewc. Be

i sure to wiie for this free boohe!’- '

/| —‘747 il ‘]

i “daﬂ'ﬁwh wbe-undéﬁlmd“

and ge! the aaswers to all of these
serip-

If you ha\e quesions sonceTnIng
Enoch and Elijah and those verses
that supposcdly show that these a0
great men of God “went to heaven.”
be sure to wnite for another free
bouvklet entitled Where 4re &aoda
and Etyah?

Man Hn sn Immortal- Soul?
Sk.ppmg all’ the way down to -

otder for purposes of conunuity of
subject matler), we come w the
question of the fibled and much-
believed dﬁmmc of the unmorialy -
"of man® s soul :

Tl jult quote dlmﬂ\) out of the
Bible some of the surest scripluges
-on the subject — both Old and New'
Testament. “The soul that suinneh:
i shall &ie” — that's mentffoned
iwice (Ezek. 18:4. 205 Sviomen
wisie: “For that which befalicth the
seons of men befalleth beasts; even
one thing befalleth them: as the one
dieth, so dieth the oiher, yea, they
have all one breath; wo thal a man
hath Do preeminenve abuove @
Cheawt " (Fad 3:093 And “Foz
the living know that“they shall dic:
but the dead knhow not any thing
{Ecel. 9:8). - And id verse 10

“Whatsogves thy hand findcth to

Q00D NEWS Osctsher 1873

question six (1 1l not take them w1 °




Nt
|
|
|

| th3u goest”

“tha

do. do-itwah thy mighs; for there is
S wetk, nor devace, acs K a lpdge,
aer wadom. (nthe grave, awhither
King David,
fie same dogivine.
For in death there s A0 semiym-
brance of U‘ez i ke gra\e A0
skail gre thee hanks ¥ 4P b&‘)
Alsar “Put ficd St uwr‘m prnces
frulers]. ner o ewn of man. i
whem there . o heip ih\, “cem-
p,armvn !Az!!} o] N( ’wcath gﬁtlh

54‘“:&

Sciomen's
tatght exat .iy .

thoughts ge |

Dreath s e am we of
spmatin of Ol
salen f hie ‘under Jifferent cis-
cumisdnces. 2 Ruomans 623, God
tells us thibugh the pen of the
apinile Paul that the wages of sip
dedik And the “gndden sonipluse’”
sk of the mslructs us: “For
Gad s 1ot

*4 Y

w_dj

Isfe. the

seves belicielt in him WssuM

. mzi pensh, bul hive swnhsung lfe
k! Jui‘:a 3 16)

Dcaﬂ‘. and life are cpposites, aor |
7 thy same thidg There s a great gulf

hetaeen them as ihe parable about

GOGD HEWS Octones 1975

‘z he dsﬂi &“A:

ed the woild. thal he
_gave his unly beguiten Som. thal

o dmnd

nos the contn- |

s
Lazirus and the sich man explains
{Luke 164 Paul conunues on in Ro-

mans' 6:23 1o tell us that “rhe gift of ‘

God gmﬂ‘umeﬁ:.rg Sou eﬁzum’
hﬂq s elernai kfe" °

The Soul Dossn't Make - |

Sense Either

~Sovmie asti .mdma .@rgtwns m&d
e precp.laied Jf%he pagan doctrine
of the imme oriah soul cwere trud’
Wy ! the “soul” inmediately de-
perts W go 0 s “heavenly reward”

ay dum did Jesus Chst resusrect .

His belosed trrend Lazarus? Why, of
the shole - purpose of Jesus Chnst
was 19 save our souls, did He call
Lazerus back Mo his frail. -human -
Body.. when he had been ex-
pertnang “hesvenly blss” for four
whole days? (See John 11.) Does
this make sense? Is 1t iegncaﬂ‘? The

T amsmiel b obvious!

Agdin, why would God want to

‘grab’ all those wonderful, comfort-

abi: souls ¢! asked thie same quest
tion about heaven) udﬂkmg around
smong the brautiful gold brcks and
put them back on this canth w a
foul. Sid. decayed. decrepii and
maybe cancer-ndden body? |

Is there any sense or kogsc 10 these

WHAT HAPPENS 31 gos th? Mo3? peo-

ple @rawmousy Deieve e dametic

appesiip of what the Bibke tcaches.

aeced a Teshrretion .‘l’cr if ¥ou have
aht_adj‘, gol a “wuﬂ !faﬂa_y 7

Jesus' True Tunehing . -

" Jesus dad nor teack any such doo-

imzc ay ‘the ' amma:mahty of the
" Rather. He taught thaf ihe

mul would perish wnless it (the -
.-person) repented (Luke 13:3, 5). He'

also showed that God has the power

to bum u (the soul) up in Gehenna

fire, wihich 15 the second dcath

- (Man. 10.28. Rev. 20:14).

1 could take up the space of this

entye magazine explaining and ex-

pounding the mmy scriptures pmv~

“ing therg s no such thing as am -

immortal soul, going inio the Greek
and Hebrew words which & pmo!’
alt by self - mﬁc!m?xmg the verses
provieg thag only God (when com-
pared to men, mot angels) has im-
moriabity (I Tum™ 6:16).
bibhical case un which the word “im-
morialiy” i, used. it is semething
thal must be obuuncd, and in ao
\

in each
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i
b

st g

13
¥
“

\ ) . .
- ..ase 8. 30meINmR Tan auready pos-

xs:,e.i - ' -

Year agy ! a“’"e az aricls oo
Subdest which has sinde been
ow 2 ther

ged w.and s o

lete and H‘am com-
4@'““ £xeg is ¢of the

'-”;'S j

“ixi:i;" It explains the

. verse aﬂaum “sculs urder the zlar”

. "Y{R&w-_.é.@-l]). 21l about reinm-

_carmation. and many cther vital as-
pects “of the guesticn. Be sure to |

request your frée copy by mail

 The soul is mortall No amount of
' rationalzation, or of arguing, or of

merely "s&m;pc-:'mg"‘

Tief in this false doctrine i one of
mc basic and beginning emers of all
of modem professing Chxmammy

People sumply don’t want to be- -
K lieve that what is “them™ R
’ .~ could ever just cease to exist. We'

- theur e

« baye' an imborn, s0. to speak, desire
for sugvival — which God built iato
owr waturés. Acnd that of uself is
certainly pot wrong. :
‘The Spirit in Man

Dot worry! God has you “on
!apt YO0 whn ¥ just cease to exist!

The Bible speaks mor of an img/
", . motial sou! but of 2 “spirit™in man -

- (sec. 1 Cor. 2:9-14; Job- 32:8;
Zech. 12:3) The spint 5 nof the

o man, i scmcahmg that is in the
‘man. Joined with the physical brain

" (matter) of the man, it forms buman

mind. It is this spirit that God will -

‘use; after the desih and compete
dissolutdn of the physical body and
brain (in most cases), 10 reproduce
- anew each individual ot !hc resur-
rwum,of the diead.

It s apparently from the paucm
Jocked up in this “spirit in man”

{oomparable W & “uape recording™
that God, at the resurrection, will’

re-create each individual with

exactly the same mind, persontality

‘nd. geseral appearance he had a

T death, perhaps” aviomatically oos-
" recting any physical defects.

’&s = L." wg etigin of

can change -
ese plamn, straightforward truths -
of the Bible about this subjoct. Be- /

|

i

i

i

N

. were opc'n@d.; E

twenties azé thirfes) "Hazk Wil
lrams Jim Reeves. Palsy Clre ard

Tex Ritter. Yet conntry and western
fans are able w0 bear thelr vl

any tree they choose via -rmrdir;gs‘
But these sipgers are. al this mo-
mext, torally desd: mhey dont koow
a‘:wn;:c they can’t think anvinng

— yeu their music lives ¢n foF pos-

1eTiy Tlhm:., s ée mirade oJ J.amc
recondong. {
Elms” taaﬁ: ns o see

dead aciers and aoressss 1w i
talkres op TV. The image of the per-
ST mc-mg about and taling v tke
Pe mum: is preserved as long as there
B @movie Projestor amﬁ somecne Lo
operale it | e o

it takes murage to hee your g
mind from doctrines and

" concepts that common sense
tells you are totaily illogical *
and do not even square with
what you know about nature
and science, much less the

" Bible. True biblical doctrine
just rings_true!"

These “miracies” of modern
science vught o give us some idea

of what the Almighty God is able Q?o-: i

do — only meck=rmoze so! -
4y

Dﬁm is & S
. But at death

which on®Pmust be awakenod. Dan-
iel the prophet wm‘ie “And many

of them that skep

.7 (Dan._12:2).
"And the graves
the saints which' sléps aroge™

Matthew rmid&

~{Man 27.52) “And when thy days
" be fulfilled” sad God to David,

“thou ‘shall ‘sleep with thy

fathess . 7 (1 Sam. 7: l"} -
Death i described as o sheep lites

alty daatm\m" times o the Rible

plarms afl of these ar =
| oonoepis im thorough. documenied.
I« techrical, w;mraﬂ el We bave

| mailing roomt .

Do’ Sinners Suffer .
for Eternity in Heii?

a good friend of mine 1 a “domg.
DarTow restaurant in downilown Pas-
adera. Daring the meal. thres
‘rather unkempt and disheseled
women walked 10 Abowt haMaay 1o
the rear of the restadrant one of the
women burst ouwtl in a ud weie

R screaming, “Fure! Fué! Fue! Hell-,

firc and brimstonc!”

Panic- struck! Dumers jumped 1o
‘thear feet and dishes clavered w 1te
* floos as patrons nied 1o [leave
through the ncaresi¥exl ¢ response
i to the one word they bad beard over
the hubbubd of coslersation
“Fire!” But the cmen
wenl o uiformung all of the pumm
lhq would go to hell and suffer
* ever-burning flames unless ey ac-
ceplod Jesus Christ.

‘Amanngly, the
Plam Truh geaders who wobk the

| test believed ‘(like these three seli-

styied propheiesses) that God s
punush the wicked wuth the pame w!
“hellfive™ for all of elernily.
hm Jesus Chrut of Nazarewb said-
. Fear him [God]) whech s able w0
deﬂmy -soul and body in bel
+ {Greek, htﬁmg (Ma.
The maemgsb;‘x sinner il be Huray

wp (Mal 4:1) beociung astes ub-

GOOD KEWS Octabes 1875

a oopy on reserve for you in o¥s”

Ore wume P'was eaung lunch wuh .

~ s :
majerdy ¢f wur .

10:28),
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) .
der the soles ofthe~feet of the righ-
teous (verse 3). David wrote: “But
the wicked shall perish, and the ene-
mies of the Lord shall be as the fat
of dambs: they shall consume; into

smoke they shall*comumc away”
T(Ps. 37:20). ¢ o
'+ Many of the very same scriptures
- 1 have used to totally disprove the

doctripe of 2he immorality of the
soul also completely dispel and dis-
annul the false doctnne of an etes-
nai. ever-burning helifire. Someone
who is rtoralhy unconscious. could
hardly be su‘;fermg. excruciating
pains n the “fires of hell.” - °

An eternai. ever- burning hellfire
{not the bibkcal lake of fire) is a
figment of the distorted imagina-

tions of the minds of men ip-
" fluenced by a devil who indeed will

have a lake of fire prepared for him
~and his-angels-(who are now caljed
-demons; see Matt. 25:41). (I do mor

include Dante Ahghieri with what- '

ever group of churchmen and pagan

E . phulosophers Heiped invent the doc-

tnne. he actually jried to dispel this

docinne as much a%gvas possible in .

those dark ages of aimost total reli-
gious superstition and ignorance.)

Foar Religion

_ I one®sense, the false do@rme of )
hell is worse than all the others — -

worse even than the false concepis
of "going’ip. heaven™ and “having
ah immortal squl.” It hat been used
by “fear religionisis”™ o promote
and perpetuate a completely false
notion about our very Creator —.

_ pituning Him as a God who. like

the proverbial hanging judge. seeks
to ~ent His wrath on heipless
human beings. Many people con-
jure up in ther minds a god who
-will- consign- sinners 1o a blistering. -

-sledping:- seething. spitting, - crack-

‘ling, existenct in an .ever-burning
hell — bummg burning and burn-
ing, But never qmle complelely
burning up. . :

- Thankfully Jesus came to free us

_fmm any and all “fear rchgmns"
that would seek 10 enslavc s in the *

terror of a god of unreasoning wrath *
- mcludms even pmfcssmg Chris-

Goouum mtm

tian religions that teach an.ever-
burning - hellfire that would roast”
men made in His very xmage for all
eternity.

Lazarus snd the. Rich Man

Totally ignoring the many plain
scriptures of the Bible concerning
the state of the dead. many cpurch
“philosophers™ (agd even pr&v
: day mimszem) ha%g

'Lndoubtcdn thousands
‘fﬁghlenin‘g. m\mg ‘and fshounn

undcrslandmg of ihat pargble ac-
count given by Jcsw; S

sa)s abou(_,lh‘s
rus and the rich
em 10 forget u~g f;zd ;
- lha( the rich man and’ the, rot
borh digd and were WiPhied

‘(Luke 16 22) Space does not per- ?
mit. howglker. a fully detaded ex- |
planation n this afucle. But we do ‘o] |
have avaiable a special bookiet. 7s
There a Real Hellfire?, which thor-- |
Joughly covers the whole subject.
" The second part of the bookler-
explains lhc parable of Lazarus and {

%ew mi when ou
the rich man. Part one covers some” | dia? you go y

very vill and important poinis Most of us were taught as

~about this whole overali subject. ie... children that gogd peopie go to [
about those “worms which never heavenandbaapeoplegom the |”
die” that Jesus spoké of in the ninth offwr place” ... . but what does :
chapter of Mark. ‘the thrée different |-§ the Bible say" .

Greek words — all of which: are K The Biblical teaching about e

‘translaiéd into the Engish word | | afer death is &y explained in .
o “heii” (one of which snmpl) means thes;a fow booikdets: ~

“the grave.” and has nothing to do . DQVOUN&V@&!\IMMOWTAL .

“with any hellfire). ‘Many other “dif-
fi
cult-10-be- undcrslood Verses are - IS THEFIE A REAL HELL

explained’ in the light of the many

plain- scriptuses on the subjet-  °| |- SJRE '
Space’ has about run out apd 177 § - * Sat:fael(;'? the Reward’ofthe

have only covered three of these vi- | | . :

tal questions. How are you domg . éanL?Arf‘?a’e ENOCH and ,

about now? Are you able 10 acoept
these biblical truths into your | mind?
- Do you have tlie courage 1o do liké '
the Bereans did — to - “search the v
- scriptures daily., whether these
lhmgs be so™? (Acts 17:1LY Q.

‘To receive your free oopaes
check. your selection on the,

. enclosed card or write to:
- GOOD NEWS, Pasadena

‘ California 91123.
( To be canunucd) L
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Amas, herdsman -of Tekoa,
‘was sent from God with a pow- .|
arful message of conection for

the ancient House of Islael in

spite of withering cpposition,

he fearlessly indicted the na-

tion

for its hollow,

mean-

inghess piety, social injustice

and genersi immorality. Amos’

message must not be lost on
our modern generation!

by Brian Knowdes -

-

L}

. gm am no. pwphéL ’pro‘ested

| Amos, “nor 2 pro-phet s son; but
1 am a herdsman, and a dresser
of sycamore trees. and the -Lord

and-the  Lord said to me, ‘Go,
prophesy to my. people lsrac.i“'
(Amos 7:14-15). .

Amos was hardly a !hcologzan
| He was not even a member of the

day. He. was peither scholar nor

o bnng a powerful message of
; g to his own people '

The Scese g
Dinng lhe long and peaoefui
reigh qf -Jeroboam 1 (circa 786-746 .

I BCH the House of Israci had been

‘fuiled into 2 false scase of mmy

and the people hay come 1o believe
. that God was saNling bgnignly
down upon. them. .

‘lnto this scene of nancnal self-
sausfachion stepped the prophet

| Amos’ His indicung message was

_ something lessithan popular and he
was met with immediate opposition
from she religious and political ele-
meats of his pation. He was cven
accused of conspiracy apnd dsloyalty
to the royal house:’ Then Amaznah
the prest of Bethei swl 10 Jefo-
boam the king of Isracl. sayimg,

his words' ™ {Amos™ 7:10).
“The land s not able to bear all
hu words™! He conspured! Tteason'

took me from foliowing the flock, .

Levite. yet God used him mightily -

‘Najional \borders had beed ex- 4’

‘Afnos has conspired agamnst yoy in-
 the mudst of the bt')ust of Israel; the |
fand is not able 1 béar (wlerate] all |

»

Disloyalty! Amaziak aitémpted o
- inflame the king’s emotons agaigst

_would not be intimidated by the

] ! spoke out even more pointediy:
priestly or prophetic castes of his. !

i fore Lbus savs the Lord: Your wife

| fall by the sword, and vour Jand

‘ yoursekf shall die in an unclean

‘1, tating mmzd%hfammcs dx‘mgmy .
! duced crop f

| many prophets God senf 1o.ihe two

this unguaiified upslart gb
suméd ‘to represent Gd§ and 12
prophesy agains! the nation. .
" But Amos had a job to do
through. no-choice of his own. He

priest’s threals and faise charges:He

““Now therefore hear the woyd of the
“Lord. You. say. ‘Do zmot prophesy
against lsrael, afd do uolyprca

-against the house of Isaac.’ There-

shall be a harlot in the cty. aad
* your sons and your- daugh&ers shali -

"shali-be parceled odt by line: vou

land, and JIsrael shaﬂ surely go intQ
exile away from” its . fand’ ” é\cp
ses 16-175. .
God' backed up- the words of his
proph,ct He. brought about: £ dc»a& .
. discase - epidgmics ‘and mssca‘ m-,
ujures (Amos 4:6710)
+“Yet you did not return 1o me.” says
the Lord. God warned; He pim-
" ished: . He¢ threatened and He
pieiaded through ail of His prophets
inciuding Amos (Hosed, Isaiah and
Micah were 'opnlcmporamm But v
the stubbam _lsraclites st refused L
{0 ‘repent. N
Al attempts o Wars the people of -
the end result of their national con-
duct failed. Amms was but one of the -

. pations, Isra¢l and Judah. before
their demise. As God said through
Jeremiah: *. .. 1'have spoken per”
sistently to you. but you have nof -
bstened”s{Jer. 25:3). =

Within three decades of Amos' propk-




i se]f-appomled

i3 As;wv.ams underthe
f the dreaded Shalma-
7— -

ngs 17)

Cause gnﬁ ‘Etfect. -

Why didnt ksracl heed the mes-
sages cf her prophets” What uade

them so complacent —

upen seif-justfication?
"Amts M.scr"bec the maticnal con-

digen o chapter 6 “Woe o those

sC intent

- who are ai ease in Zionjand w those

who feel secure or ke mountain of
Samana. the rolabie men of the first

of 1he nations. o whom the house of

.

Israe! come!™ (Verse 1))

The problem was centered on the |

poliical and religicus leaders who
sat ixx the seal of gﬂvgmmeh:. They
were “ai ease.” lullpd into a false
sense of personal security. Afer all.

- were they not the leaders of the

“chicf of the natons™ = lsraci? Was
not Israe] the chosen nation of God,
the Covexa'am People? And did eot
its citizens come fespecifuily 10
these greal sages for advice. and
counsel? Why should they become®
alarmed at the preachments of some
shepherdmsum~
prophet?

They were mlﬁ victims of theis

. own self-deception? The leaders and -
- the people'alike, had blinded them-

selves to the cnitical ‘seriousness of |
the national condition. They looked
upon the deceptive baromeler of

-lemporary natiunal prasperity as an |
indicator of God’s approval. They.
allowed themselves to beosme pr;[‘g

cccupied with the pleasures of h

living and personal seif-indulgence.

i
14

¢

p

|

. ‘ h
" elite was. pr

:ambs frem
from the
idle sengs o the sound of the karp. -
and ke ‘David mvent

e Jock, and calves

for ther-

midst of the stali; who sing,-'.;

selves msiruments of music; who
drink wime in bowls, and ancinils |

themseives with the fimest

seph!” (Verses 465+

" Eat.

tomerrew will never come, was the
naticnal hilosGphy.

lespise your feas&g.
and Hake ne delight in your
-solemn assemblies. ... . Take .
away from e the noise of
your songs . . . 1 will not listen.-
ut let justice roll down like
waters, and rightecusness
like an everflowing stream.”
. : Amos 5 2L24 :

picd with petty |
pleasures while the country disinie |
grated from within. No ¢ne seemed |
to be sumdtngv concemed 1o take
~actzon. Somehow the nauva’s lead:

“ers were upable 16 exercse suf-

ficien) vision 10 see the end result of
- what ‘was happening wittun Israel, .
- Amuos poke of them as those “who
put far away the evil 43y~ (verse_3). v
Any aatvral Ln:ps was ze!egawd 0
the distanit-future.

The national cgnscience was

se.ued and nu senise of- gwalt scemed

o .cnst Pride and self- satisfaction
pr e\aaled Themmc Gad said

is, &us !

are ns: grieved over the ruin of Jo-
drink ard be merry — for

The matiog’s !
3

PN

! -acooomadke: "Hear 1his aerd that

1 all your iniquitits” (Amos 3:1-2).

; "Thcs were to_become a nation of

" had bmug?ﬁ Israel out of slavery in '

_ . -
- ) !
r
R .
- t§ 2 -
- * > .
. - 4 - - 2 N
ey Isrzel exse'f* ncgd the uiticmale Amos oted them for thelr ke through Amos: 7l at¥erke pride of
‘ . : " W o > R 0
. ‘prophesced punis Shminio— naticnal denism., Woeto ihosé who bz upen ¢ Jacch...T {rerse B)
& defeat and capuwity, Frem T231-718 | Weds of ivory, aad strewch hem- P‘a»u: wrole vnu. King Solo-
B.C.ihe :cr;':e::" usewenicapiive | selves ©poa their couches. aE¢ eal | mon ceniunes earl ~gogs before
der

destructign, and a E;\a'ug»m spart e~
fore a fali” {Prov. 16:18). The fl of

the House of {srae! was not far dis-

taps.
Specific Sins )

What exactly. was ascien: srael
guilty of before” God? Wiat was.
happening within tha? matcn that
80 aagtred God that He was wiling
to bring about such devasiating
punishment? *

Amos doe$ no! leave amy room
foy uncerainty. The record is dear.
Chapiers 3 through 6 of the book of
Amos specifitally list the many sins .
of which the northern’ bou:se was,
gmm, . [

~Before -itemizing the sins of the'
nation, God pointed out that he had
entered, inlo a specal :eia-lwmmp_
with Israe! that rendered bhet more

-

the, Lord has spoken against you, O
mpie of Isracl against ghe whole
family which 1 brought up out of the
tand of Egypt You oaly have I
known of all the families of the
‘earth; therefore | will punish you for

ia the days of Moscs, when God'

Egypt. He had entered into 2 cov-
enant reduiionship ,f}'ilh her. The na-
tien was 0 bemine a showpiede for
God's way of life upes . carth.

priests, an examplé fos all 1o follow
(lsa. 42:6; Deut: 468
instcad. the Israeliies el
from the beginning. They.fail
¢ Text continued an')fagv' 129
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w‘osl'n/e & Criy for the wezithy in
with the medns to hire aa‘ye:s o exuaas* €y
gal channel usually walk free, while the poer (.
aliy minonties) compnse a G»p'c;mman&'&e L
of pyson nmates \ Seventy percegt of Amern
$00.000 immates akds % of Brtan's 30 000 are .
peaters Pnson conditions -~ racial polanzatic~
rampant and oftentimes wolen! hemoseaualily, eax-~
ity available harg drugs. the Sale of soft ;%S 1 I -
good cells — phus indelermitale senences whix o
allow prison.oficials the chande fo mantaily 1o
ment p.rusoqemé and mampulale thew CRNI@ (T -
have Deen cause f?ﬂm:}@wous Hoting ang Bluodsts ¢
_I0 Jans on DO si0es of Ihe Alianiig :

"> Beth Britain and the United States have had 18r
. share of politica) s«a“da‘}s The British ’Pmtuma af-
- tair and recent sex scandals, though, are paled into
msignificdnce by Amencan corruptierd” Throughout
the slates. public contracts are ted to “campaign
Qifts™ — [us? ke the comtract award that eventually
prtthe fcrmer Vice Pres:dent cut of ofhce. wWater-
gate is ofly the tip of an wceberg —.fhosp who are
actually indisted and convlcl&d are few 1N com-
parispn to the numbe’ of pohihicians who Op«a'ra’le
~ dail j,m the gray arreasr'f poltlical morahty

The quiet sanclity Of the Church-has been smhshed
of iate by the same forces trcubhng the rest of oot
_sotiety The,Roman Camioid Cnurch grd oths
consenalive Groups are being altacked Mom aifm |
by demands fo: & ABvalaplicn Pt the Vadionsl 1
stands on presliy celibacy. birth cohiio! and oo
,;;f“ of women lo e pussincca ScniEm ha

ey several denpmunalions. mcludpg the 23
mi%on Lutheran Church- V‘»s&;uﬂ\ Syriod Church
afendance conlinues 10 wane (40% m'the U S. .1
tend regularly) as Umiled Sistes membersh o

- Oyt ol 8 ‘L sut of mind — Mre uripan p@m ar® ofien
rre%egas 1o undesirable aregds of town wheve they

are yictimized by av poliubon, “madequale sani-
tation dnd rodent tontrel, lack of sducationyl op:
pormm!ses ‘consumer frawgs. loan sharks!”
muggers high diseass rates and mmmal heatth
care. A&lhcggn aver 13 mukon Ameg:chns are on ihe
lood stamp progiam, masﬁumnm 15 still a fact of Life
&S qﬂeﬂy pensioners and Sogial Secunty recnpzmm
a“ae om a toast-and-jea wsieme n the faoe of sp&- v
r&&m@ Enﬁawm . . s

hireh ot Canads reported 8 Standstil memberst. 2
©r the same penod while the same chusen »n
England showed & lgss of 250,000 per year Tne
Church af England also reponts a ssgnyficast drog »
the penod from 1956-1970 ', .

)
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- fate) auls accicenis Orly $% ol aitohsts are oo

Sk Rew Weugh

el LTDIESE NG ARG NI LSeHakS

EARCREF 353
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T@rCeth o

| sauft 153% ¥nd murder 106% Tul of Al cnme

&u"e ) -[ﬁfv

e T.ong A,
#c:ia&aj Ry v
st abinle

S e e
FE A

Crime it on e ACISass & 8 IrphBANg rae Yre
FB." fepcral 3 V% isap in LS Tume s 1874 Seee-
1573 Carata showed a S 7% wtz\ 4 fw,
crmes in e 28 gecade Bris. has ¢ van 2508
:aii-e TIEnes. '
the Unied States the rais of
TIeased 225

I
REED

[SUO8 e hae -
< 1oroibie 1ape 143N, agpiEvEled Ay

(reporied ang unreponed) oty S% resull i aes!
9%»@3@%&%@%&“&!&@@”1@ IMgTBonment
" =Carois Retter




| ' \ -~ 6 -
. . - . s v
: 17 - N W ) N ’ . i
- . - . .
% - :
% e
o - )
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. 3 i c:;" S:_, —ariz, i :,,,!ms i 'L. u:& ”Jefé‘? Traris ars far
, o~ v | AgE T the pooy. who orEst e aeedy, R0 - " ord their fgar of me s 2
’ im0 ‘ de Hrop, dear ccmhardirent of meh laarmad By
. - e e dmys are o Joze . m& 3 ' oo
3 B s =*; cpen you. when TRey shall |
‘ PR T s?a,, w.yﬁir_:ms. -
s { : Froehs i-gn -
- 1 Sp L ket b
- Coe aprwodd” and “cast dowdhEghe :
e | N 22:%: | tecuszess o tke canth” (Amgs 7). | "skip kad becom ;
- E°E  TERVCERERT IR  E | So greety Y weah . werz ke i ingless vanuty. T‘*' people
i g R L helsd . . b leaders st mht“w ould mardly wait ] ewmu.sy megsured rightedusness:
i e o Izernal, deay. and. sos Tapfes for the end of the waditional holy | quantmdively Rsead &f - qualita-
. L ey mm& 0 worsen. szmgl ks | duys to Tesume theiy cormipl. | uvely. oot
- { . i | money-making aofivities. Asawaw& L These endles nm&, - . though ™.
O b e “John Q. Public™ was the vichim? | origibally commanded q.kmug,p' -
i “Hiear his. yad wko wampie upos | Moses — bed beoome a stengh 1%@.@3
. ! T tBe msadw aﬁihmg the W@f’me . zostrils of God because of .aspo&ﬂ
- nE J‘ ard w0 a@;@ﬂ& saying, “When will’ ‘ nsy They bad tecome mothing
. = fhe new moon be ower, that we may | ncre thas kellow froceclimgs with- -
. § : sell grain? And the sabbath. that we “out real meamimg. Spirwally. thac
o - . { mbmaw prewaz:cﬂ in xlze' ay offer wheat for salé, that we | apcient pation was bankrupt. There-
- | - L . Amis He spoke of “great rupulis may make the ephab small aad the '} fore God said through His prophet:
~ ; L, and uﬂ?ﬂ.‘iﬁ&l@&i -within [israg]l | shekel great and deal doceitfully | “f hate I dew your feasts, and §
: . (Amen 3:9). He sasd: “They o oot | with false balances, that we may | tke o delight in your solemm as- *

. uuawwwod@mz%a“ mhoscwhm

thet mzﬁ;&ems” {verse 10|
o it mas alo 3 ume of
bt money agd political
R Eww man had bis price.
| Theipicre’ Amos wrote: ... How
yuu ase your: sns —»)W who afffact -

<o

-“lr s am eail fime™ (Am
Bribe-laking was
Political leaders could

" and sold. When in gov
fice — "in thg gate” - these leaders
were, urailling o JisPefse social
.foste; ibe ~“hutle maxi‘“Ttiae the.
brgnt of such corruplon and M of
S charaster:

Amas lﬁs in 23 day when

© “nighls «of the poct” weigeef.
- mockerny. Onh those whl coaid buy
- therr way o1
hitzcal ‘:@, pressian.

| S ’ m‘.‘xigert_ Bard-dni

ey

ing wives <of

. RO ‘pehilie eaéﬂs were mmstrumental

T S - mgnaumgxhepw;mm:hﬁdmd
» PO Istael ‘Amos. Minced oo ‘wards in:
- addressing them: “Heal this wosd,

~you opws of Bashan, who are in the-

a1 of oublz escaped po- - |
The seifun-- |

buy ihe poor for siver and. the
neady for a pair of sandals, and sell
the refuse of the wheu""
{Amos B:4-6.) )

it was the day of the “Mmig&:ty
i Shekel” Ewerwﬁmg was for sale =
even the “‘ﬁ"aﬂ}mg off” of the grain,
M:mﬁlﬁ_\/ given as fodder for anis”
mals. was sold to the poor for €x-:
orbitant . prices, The poor became
yet poorer, and many were forced to
sell themselves into® slavery'in osder
10 survive.

Measwhile . the “idle nch” be-
came ricker, at’ the expense.of the -
ucmmg a.hssas !n addition to &J

ms pwamla the wegidh
volved themselves m claborate
wous rites and ceremomcs. This
-represented-a kind of “spin--
policy” amd gave
them a l’ecimg of being. ngm with
G t
But God was mot pieased with
rir ries of their wroags! They
e denying the true essence of the
Fah and repifang o with clabo-
raje ceremonies and X{adu@mn& .
luuab — a centemporary of Apes —
: “This people draw pear with

s

§
H

m:ppu&md~msmqim’

lshad still slts on H.xs &hmne\

~enime and viclenoe are every bit as

semblies. . .. Take away fmm me _
the noise of yout songs . . . Pwill mo1
listen. B..q (o1 justive m]l damm lihe
weilevy n'gﬁaw gy Fike am
emﬁﬁmﬂg, Streem’” (Amgs 3:28-

A ﬂi’ @,T.d.y

heaven locking out over ‘e nations
here below. Sin 5 no less mnﬁaﬂ
today than it was m;«%m time.
Social injustice,, the @pgﬂm\uw of
the poer. grafl, bribery, conuptiun,

abbcmm 1o God today as they were
n the: 8ih century B.C ..

Today's rcligious geremonics —
often masquerading as “Christian”
M\mmpnmed by -true rig
tooudhess and justios —
every bit as hellow.anl meaningless
as those of ancien? Lsrazl. So ﬁl“m‘% ¥
Catholic “Christia
bomb, maim and kil Protedant
‘“Chriﬂﬁam"’: (and vice versa), their
religion is vain apd cmpty. 1t means
nothing.-The sheer volume of weo-
fence in today’s “avilized™ societies .
5 as much an odor in the. mmr@af :
“Geod today as it was whem the berds-s-

. GOOD NEWS Oephr_lm:
. Q{" - - Y

.
Y




T

. man of Tekoa walked the trails of

the northern kingdom.
So long as modern politicians can’
" be bought and sold, corrupted by

) Xohucal ambition, or induces’ to
r

cad on the fights of the poor, they -
are no better than'the “cows of Ba-
shan™ or sthe “husbands in the
gates” described by Amos. So long
as crime — organized and dis-
organized — can flourish within
modern society, the words of Amos
have powerful meaning for today
world.

The {Jnited Smcs claims to be ;
“One Nation Under God.” Its éoin-
age reads “In ‘God We Trust.

. Spite of these noble d,nd high= und

o urday Rewew

mg words, . much of God da we
see’in Britain and the United States?

"How much gercy, true justice, hon’

esty and purity of heart and intent?.
In Britain, according to one source,
only about 2% of the people attend
church regularly. The Soviet Union,

. with an atheistic government, claims

3%!

‘In the. United States, o;gamzed
Chnsuamxy is rapldly ‘losing its in-,
fludnce. Noted religion writer Leu'
RoSten ‘was rocemly quoted in Sar-
. The fortresses. of -

. faith are cxpencncmg the most
.. profound: altérations in centuries.
. Church authority is being chal¥

lenged on 'a dozen fronts. Tradi-

. tional creeds are being drastically
, reyised. Hallowed canons are being
shelved. Religious - practices are -

‘changing daily. Church leaders are

-beleaguered.by new, bold, persistent |

demands —

from their ¢ Lrgy_ng_lm_

o

.- than from their congregations;

“It is not hypegbole to say thatwe

“are witnessing a remarkable erosion

of consensus within the cltadel of:
belief”” (“Ferment in "Our

Churches,” Satur8ay Review; July |-

12, 1975). »
- Rosten also spoke of the “mount-

. ipg-skepticism about thg validity or

“‘effectiveness of church teachings.”

He Sd!d :‘Aboul 75% wof the Ameri-

) ) W o .
influence” (bid ). * =~ :
Religion that does not change its
adhere,nts for the better is merely o

[

‘coopnm - October 1978 -

-nine dyngsucs und nmeleen kmgs

~plestoday hold-true; th

1

Jorm of godhn& It means nothing |

to God.' ‘

“Politics as usual” is an admission
of oon'upuon that is ultimatcly desy
tined to eXact a heavy national
price. As long as the nation’s courts -
.and prisops arc ‘still full and over-
flowing are in deep moral
trouble. So lg g as snmplc monetary
greed and lust for power are the
“criteria for umon/managcment rela-
tionships, the nations are headed for
certain obhw?n The utter pnde and
stubbomnwﬁ of human political
and’ religious leaders is in itself a
terminal moml illness.

But Will Wo Listen?

- God sent @ herdsman from Tekoa
1o warmn ancmnl Israel fo help lhc
get their phormcs straight.”
course they . didn't listen. They re~_

. jected the. humble prophet of ‘God,

‘and labeled lixm 8 traitor.

Messages | fike that of Amos are -
rarely taken scnously by those in -
political or ecclesiastical power. .
They are relegated, most often, to

" the same category as doom:aday'

prophets, Jeremiahs and relig
fanatis who have paraded before -
the pdpulace from' time ‘immemorial.

But Amos’ prophecies came true.
The House of Israel: entcrcd a timé
of national captivity "and suffering
unparalleled in its fong hxstoryupf :

Amm Mns;gu e For Ui?

" Whether you acccpl the idea that ./

our peoples are lhe modem déaccn-

Hsfac{— :

or not, Amos’ message is still valid *
for us today. Why? Because God

. has orie spandard for all of mankind.

Sip is sin whcrever it 15 found. - .

And as the apostle Paul wrote: . |

- I#'God the God of Jews only?
IJ ke not the 'God- of ‘Gentiles also?

. Yes, of Gentiles' also,’. smce God xs‘
_one .

-* (Rond, 3: 29) ;
ir lhcsc frighténing pura.llcls be- -
tween ancient lsrael and our peo: .

. be best 1o’ close this arucle with yet’
another message from Amos: “Pre-

o Maﬂy hundnds have ‘written

g ’r-ctlymwu!mn home.

g pmnu ‘sppointment. Woridwide

pare 1o meet. youxr Jod. Ogsrael'” o ||

_nkmg if we have representatives
in . their aress % counsel with
| them persorjally and to m
their questions.

. Theanswer iSyes, wedo. .

The Worldwide Chureh of God
| ltatmna personal repfgsmua
o tives (rnost are ordéined  mnia--
" ] tors) in. the” United States and
British Commonwsaith and many
othsr areas of the world.. Thm
men will visit you, if mvnod u»

Sa if you have spiritus! mﬂm ,
q to_discuss or questions 1o’ ask
obou: bnblu( topics ﬁuch'n re-
wnce, baptism, #ic.. plsase
: fnlfmtownuusmdroqmn

uddummmfallmu;

(Or: umply disl this' tble

[V VN E -800:423.4444.
Rﬂd«g i Californis; - Alaska

. 5225 collect) -

MNnumd\MWmln-
7 dies; .P.O: Box. 111, 'St Ak

>, number _in_the. continental |

P-ndom CnMw\u 81123"

and Hawaii' mlyeoll 213 -§727-§

United Kingdom, Eumpo ' B

‘Austrilis: 'P.O.:-Box:202,
. Burieigh - “Heads, Qqnmhnd
- 4220 (Or_diel 'ehh number:

A, Vanqauvor, 8. C VGC 2M2
South Africa: P.O. Bok 1060,
Johannesburg - 2000 (Or dial
this number: 01.1-216408,)
Other arsas. af ‘the world
should check ' the-.inside, front

075 354:’!33_ o reverse the |

- a g




. by Herbert W Armstmng, Board Chairman, -
oo . Pres;dem and Pastor-(-ioneral of the WQﬂdmdo Church of God } ,
A .Although memnbassador Auduonum was built on the Ambassador College. campus to
. serve the college, it was dedicated to the honor of the Great: God. Therefore, at the .
| R bcgmmng of constructlon I emphasxzed tg} our people that it must never bein any
« B way commerclahzed ' . Cox
' I © We have. always wamed to share wﬂth our commumiy such cultural amsue ]
'cducatnonal and musical evems as we were able. For years we have invited the
. publxc to ,share with ug such productnons two or three times annually, either at. the
.l Pasadena Cnvsc Audltonum or in'our own facilities on campus ' The beautxful new
|| : audntormm provided a super‘f) new facility. ‘We wanted to provide such programs
~ more often. But how? - when we, cqgld not commercnahze it by dxrectsale of hckets
~Several of us put our, minds 'to work on the opportumty — keEpmg nt noncoma
. o7 mcrcnal and nonprofit as we have always done.
o} - The new Foundation emierged as the most unique means S of brmgmg many top-
Lok " rated cultural ‘musical and: educational | programs. here, while benefitiig ‘many
B | charitable and’ numamtanan organaaUOns at the samd time! It was a nyturall
S s immedmtely we were all emotionally excited and msplred to have such an opportu— .
~© " nity to doubly-serve the community. -+ . ‘
‘ '_ ~ We'have always. stwssed\ the fact that. Amﬁassador Collcgc is a cultural and
te character~buildmg institution. We have wanted to con,tnbute to the ‘cultural -
: character upbuilding of the commumues in whach our colleges are located as 15
B T of our selfsacceptcd responsnbnlny \ -
3 i . . Butl want to emphasize that tile new Amba.ssador Entemanonal Culmfél
N B Foundatmn (AICF) is entirely separale from' the Wo(;dmde Church of God and
S+ Ambassador College. Many of its Board, members and adwsers are in po\way
Ay co:mected wnth the Worldwgde Church of God. | \\ g

-4

’

—
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" We are also organizing Abassador International Cultural Foundations in -
- Tokyo and i# Bombay, where most of the directors are prominent in government, .
> educational, or indusirial life and in no manner connected with ‘the ‘Worldwide
| 4 . Church,of God. ., N T
| } . What do.we hope to get out of 2 . o
& . . Let me expldin candidly and forthrightly ihat 49 years ago I personally came to
. believe that the saying “It is more blessed to GIVE than to receive” is the practical
~ way of life, and I then dedicated my life to that principle, as a.way of life. I have put
" itinto practice in the Ambassador College campuses, and in all our operations, and .
I have proved it is practical as well as right. We seek not to get but to give.
" What'do we expect to get out of this? Just what I have been getting out of life
 these 49 years — great personal fulfillment, the joy of finding it truly i more blessed
to give than to recéive — the satisfaction no opposition or criticism can take from me"
= the realization of having helped many thousands —-and perhaps manymi\ﬂipns_!' :

§]

" Worldwide Church of God -Nmm:,m.g Nonmiwonm ‘ . N
| TheWorlduide Churchor def»i-*"@tﬂﬁlé.tei‘y,ﬁéhgtoﬁelyxinga and always has been. We have o,
.. v missionary program, have no program ¢ither in the Church or Ambassador College for training ' .

. _missionaries.k I L e T T e T N \ o

3

+ It is emphatically contrary to our belief and pedctice for any minister or representative of this

|- Churchto directly or personally solicit any potential member or urge anyone to become a member.

.+ 1, personally, a number of times in speaking before audiences up o 10,000 or 12,000 of our
members at the Feast of Taberpacles services, have said t6 these congregations, “Not ofie of you has
ever been solicited personally, or urged by dny representative of this Church to beconie, a.member. - 3

o " fora.witness to all pations — but not with.the objective of making converts, OF gainjng members. .

5
' 4 Imno’case have we approached yqu — but you hadto approach us.” . - Sl e
" * Itis our belicf and practice that our great commission is to proclaim our belief in all the world ~ ~ .

« .+ - ‘Imporiant; The word “gospel” has an-entirely different’ meaning to us than.the commonly L .
§ ' ' under$tood meaning of that term. We neither belfve nor preach what is commonly krown as “the’ - - IR

- gospel” in the ¢ 'anized_Ch;isﬁaHQﬂHEhasﬁotHng;wﬂu—MrpmﬁyﬁziﬁgTWﬁathC 5
proclainied by any religion — and that it is not in contradiction or oppositiol to ANY Feligion, but Y

o in any Sense. Our goal is to work for humanity’s goad, amd the way of world pace. Because of the '
- personally coming to-use it very sparingly. . . -

PR o

* proclaim is the “Missing Dimension in K nowledge” that had not been disiqvered by sciénce, nor "¢

", entirely’ different meaning the word “gospel¥. has’ come. to mean 1o the-world in gencral, I'am = .~

- in reality is outside the field of religion. We-are not compelitive,and certainly do not intend to be, ' LN




150,000 and continues-to grow at am
" average rate of 3,000 per month. Al-

: ‘scaticred throughout Latin Amer- e

) peoplcs of the world continues. to

Bogotd, Colombis:
" The witness to the Spamh-spcakmg

show encouraging gmwth La Pura .
' Verdad. the Plain Truth in Spanish,
now has a circulation of over

" most 29,000 pmple arc taking the’
" Corresponden€e Course. We now
" Bave ever 400 Spanish—speahng
bn:thrcn, the bulk of the:n llvmg in
: Mm:stcrmg 10 these members

Wamen Watssn -~ 6N

m,aswcumwmamngthcswres . g
of individuals requesting & visil, is  and progressive_capitals of South | OBERT FLORES shown here
the chalienging job given to three  America, but ‘also the out-of-the- :Speaking (o fist alf Spanish-

‘ men: Sedorés Fernando Bamiga, way plages that are reached only by -.’m”'z L“:s A"nﬁ’w’;ﬁ’b has -
Pablo Gonzalez and Robert Flores. ' _txam or carccping bus, .:'fur umf@ m
'l‘helancztwohavchempam "> The first: stops on:his itinerary N 5 ‘
larly ;mw:anannAmmthn . tdok him to Caracas, Valencia and. * -

-year. Ciudad Bolivar,” Venezuela, where - Aﬂcr Colombmh Sciior Flores

(Worldmde C;hun:h of God min-_  he visited a number of prospegtives . made ‘& ‘short stopover in Peru to

-on those people who have'first con-  * Church 'in Venczuela bas been © had to huny onto Axgentmn 10
n taued this. Work and specifically re- - progressing slowly, but wcnmwhnvc spend: the beginnipg of the spring |

L f Robert. Flores. amqg virtually as’ - visit with the members in Bogotd . a Boy Scout troop, all under the . | ,f
]
/

mem—and—fepnsenumes—aﬂ enly———tnd—btp&zo&—onc—pﬂxor ?hc———vmrthh—mf"memtﬂs‘thtre—bm—; B

quasmd private counseling of their  several members and cven more  festival with the Chiurch in -Bahis

own free will and volition. Our min- .~ prospeclives. *" " Blanea. “The Church in Argentma -

m:domtpmlyte) W . From Yenau:h,SeﬂorFlbws 'Ea:bécnshomggoodgmwlh in-
¢ The. first half of 1975 saw Seiior 5'moved next «;k)or to Colombia fora  cluding the rcocat establishment 6f - - - -

“minister atiqrge” for Latin Amer- " 'andthenampmtomcmtuwrof  direction of a loca] deacon whoisin =
icq. In two m of travel. e;tmd~ the country. An all-day bus trip . charge in the abserice of & iministér. N

_ mg from February 16 through April ' _zhrough winding Andean roads to ~ The second half of the. Day; of
*18, Secdor Flores visited members . - El Banco kepi him on a forced fast = Unlcavened Bread was spent With’

mmmm “iny - Co-——with - chvance 1o cat or dnnk.-He — the Church, in WA Thile. Tn ~
- lombia, Argentina, Venezuela ‘ ﬁnxﬂy arrived in-El Banco af 10 " addition 1o speading time” pxcach{‘-
Chx!s Peru. and Ecuagor, oo pim..oand. m:mually fourid some-.  idg, visiting and munsclmg, Sefior
I.capfmggmg“ﬂmu stylc” in: --unngtoeat -4 Jloca) arket, lo- » Fhmxmquimdm.nmelhodséfeb—
volva_v;smng not oniy lhe modan : 'mted dmist EI ’s mud streefs. zammg fuﬂ lcgaj mgmmugﬂ f@r the' .




Church in Chile so that we may °
handle more growth in the future.
Upon his return to Peru after the
. - festival, he made arangements for
. the members in Lima to meet
' . weekly in a local hotel under the
- guidance of a' local member who
~  presents material from Headquar- .
. ters to them. While in Pern, Sefior
E - Flores performed a ‘wedding in a
2 -town some thirty miles from Lima.
The groom was one of our first Per-
avian mémbers.- We riow have 11
m&mw'sand?@pampeﬁxva there.
From Peru, Sefior Flores pro-
] " ceeded to Quito, Ecuador, where he”
A baptized three; he then flew to Bet
3 - goud for a Sabbath merting with-
©  twenty-seven in attendance. After
© tha, Be finally retufned to Head-
quarters hoping for a-well-deserved -
) m!nnad,hemvadjmt in Ume’
to vaise up the first all Spanith. -
- speakmg Chumb in the Los Angeles
m g the szm.rc trip hc vis-
=) ‘1‘(‘ Co ulﬁ -
v Inaddfuon to Sedor Flores’ visits
o 'mColnmbLa.lbeBogouB;bhsmdy

MW&thmwn Pueﬁollm -

{ormmg Lhcm‘:_

R Ralhe: thmrukm -ngy mumd- -
3 S uabtowglt—fﬁr' , fore

L As a pesult’ of - letters seni to n -
' .guumbzafbug-umesulhcnbcn -

) isit ieqmsu o

held. from February through April,
had attendances of 57, 35, 30 and 63
1a total of 185). In addition, Sefior
Gonzalez amngwas miny private
meetings as possible (he also con-
ducted weekly Sabbath services

_whilé in Bogotd). &

In bis report on the meesmgs,

- stated that “those present were from

all walks of life: lawyers, doctors,

politicians, university professors,
students, priests, nuns, businessmnen .
and plain, simple people. They were .
~ interested in ﬁndmg out more about
Ambassador College, the World- ' -
-mchhumhofGod,Herban'
-Armsirong. and Gamer Tgd Arm-
stong. Many were emunged}o_-
" 'study and prove things. With few
© exceptions, everyone wanted 0 sur

have a personal chat with me at 8

fature date: Someé have a.lmdy
. come and talked. Others will '

mmed in- the future.” .
lledmaammewm
distan} future, the growth of the

Church in Colombia will make n{
: mumkﬁrwuomm
- bis family 0. become pcrmm&t

Colombnn mnﬂenm

-

. tiall"requested personal help and

_ had 10 wail for years before we
‘could dspaich a minister to their

,this stage of the Work. | was happy

A_nys ﬁarpaﬁxuhrmmnhm
. ever, nthcsub}uhm;d’cchufé
“.im their country.

— Mark 0. Forem

rived. That was the beginning of
five action-packed days of visiting,-
touring and mmmchug with the
Sbrethren. (Our ministry  contacts
ooly those individuals who have in-

a.dv'm from tte Church. In the past,
some féw in Africa have literalily

area. Gusmmia«immm&-
mnam) .
) Twmtymm aumdeéthe&b- .
-bamaMPeMtsemme

gmlb:v&wnu»
0 t.andwged them (o continuelo
pray for oneness of spirit so vital at

. W find that ali are bolding up the
handsofommdﬁsuwcﬂgw;»
poiting the Work in many other

Fm&mbﬂ.!mveb&lom
-_,,.,Mgkwuomm MrM

* Fahey, director of the
" office, with whom l‘tmmpcm
-!qwes&;bm
» God’s Work.
: --‘-fammu&mmeaaaar

. Onldrvival, an interracial study was . -

‘..Wmd&ebﬂmwl

- was dol surprised when on ariving
in Bu!;wgyo & record numbu S

“relations
mmammmmw

lk&medphésh:dhu&m-de

Bulivayo and Salisbury, Rbodesis. -

bddm;hﬁh:&uhfulh&uloawdm

Mwmn,mamgedfa:d-




turned out. On the Sabbath, May

- 31, 135 anziously awaited our ami-

=~ wval; 85 were new. The following day.
120 enthusiastic. people cjme, and
80 were new. Most of these were
readers of the Rigin Truth The re-

, sponse to the lectures was remark-
e "-able in-that they answered many
TR vpanswered  Questions some had

for vyears.

N llwdafﬁcuhwrca!mthcsymo_
© tual hunger that plagues this world .
until you look into thefaces of those
.in a Plain Truth locture. Afier each

. session, a number would come o
., my room B’ormumdmgand to ask
. further questions. One afternoon 27
" usked to come up after lunch for -
‘informaticn concérning the Work of

" . God, Ambassader College and amy .
»other Bews avaﬂable They re-

" Kan m}s}

wnmu.mm o
S _ (mamed five Yours! The fo!hwmg
| .. - week was spent in and around Jo-
N - J:mmbmg,lhe-ﬁouuu&fmanmc»
N #_*__%k L ﬂ_mpgbs. Two lectures were given in.

L - Sowetto, the Banty ity located ‘&

P : wae:,!ﬁmedwgis:'am‘

S AT

been asking their s?m!uai leaders -

" counts.” The Sunday Mad critic

few: miles outside Johgsﬂabuxg o

_The past ycar has becn an cnoour-
aging oné for the Church in Rho-
desia. Though the country is facing -

. pohtm! uscertainty, the Work has

made a number of breakthroughs.
. The year began with the screen--
mg by Rhodesia Television (RTV) -
in Sahsbnry of Gamer Ted Arm-
‘strong’s TV special Is. This the End
Time? (filmed during-a New

- campaign). RTV officals iatcr sal

the program was the most

rclngwuspmgamthcyhadaxmdm
theig 15-ycar history. An estimated

- 26,000 poople saw it almost Sﬂper-
. cent moke than the nofmal

v audience foy that type of program.

vigwing -

_ The RTV switchboard was kepl
busy the next day abswering in-
- quiries about the special; all to- -

r letiers wcre rwcawd

P~ The aelevxswn itic.on the na-
© tonal newspapcr, The Rhodesia

.. Herald, published a review d@mb-

ing Mr. Ammstrong as “brilliant”
and the program as “amazieg™ He .
added thai Mr. Armstrong's descrip-
tion of the dropping of, me wlomic -
bomb, “surpagsed . all | a&
‘wiote what the p-ogmm was “‘devg—
aung” cEi

With the memgg of !he pro-
gam by the RTV station in Bu-

- lawayo, .the ‘entive. coumry was
) qe.omw RW(@:@!}IW

‘amrange a public showing of Is This ]

' wukimaﬁmﬂm ﬂmshow Adve:-f . ‘ =

© tistments appeamd in the press;’ |
members: walked miles deiwmng o

* vision metwork i the country) are
ROW anxious o receife more of Mi. .

Armstrong’s programs. But showing I ‘
US. -produwd television programs o

'is dificult botause the videotape .

systemusedwghcl)mwds{am oo
cannot be . used here. . . |
.Hewever, the Ambassador Col-

gether alifiost 200 phoiie Gnﬂs m’""'m’ﬁgfcm e Bﬁpﬁw obtzin *’*
: . from Pasadena 6ilm versions of My. -

Armsuwgs Porttand, Qregon, cam- -
p;n and 8 haifhour special
. Because of the favorable np-

sponse, and since a number of i
‘pmplewrmcmaﬂcxmcmmm S {
] i

usking to see il again, we decided to

lendTww’aswcﬂulﬂabth‘

. Armsirong: Ambassador for World

Peace before two Plain Truth leo- |, |
tares that were pﬁmed for Sahv-, .

_bwjvaay

The Churdh tried every mcuhad mn

eonnm Mriﬂs




"-’: . i

. thing scemed 10, be .gdi

 were gmmeﬁ

"what turned out to be! the hot ﬁ
day ever recorded in M y), a my
. ber who is a photograph
slides for the mbjor ¢i

ema& " _
Asthccwemngdrew NoTy-

' - The day before lhe7ho
7 bogrd; of ceosors inf

1 7. agency that it lacked tb
mmﬁml& and-that gett
; ume would be- imposs
[ " But six Bours beforg/tl ]
" uled time afshmvmg e ecrtificates”

Then,, after a series of m daﬁ-
culhas, came the Idst straw. Jusy hee-
‘fore the showing .the prois
malfunctioned. Fixfx meaf:md i spesks at Piain Tnith fecture.
then the piciure. However, 2. o=
rjector repainman washin the du- .
Thanks 10 hith éverything

HOTEL iﬂ SQUSBWYM was
| the site of publc of two

t@ammﬂnm;ndlsspeop&,

Onre encoursging first was s ma
of Plain Trush lectugesin Africa Spe-
| cfchlly designed for the. Negro pep-

'_ wlation. Harold Jackson of the

c xcsponsc ‘Was - wrpmmg
‘than 400 amm!cd, Ie was e -

‘bcdmedam!am@ut
them«mged for she .

qmmem-_ . take the lectuses. Resulis were fa- -

the . Emopm " sounly, in Bu!awa;a, audiences of .
"u _gﬁly,ﬁ
BoRmembers, me.

fﬁﬁb&&d mk week | In

3 mesapp&md ' tures oo by Rubert Fahey, bers. . o :
mhss@gmmmﬁwmmb& dirgetwr of e\ Woik in South: Af: T~ Owen Willis
_'fétethcm. . -\M.MFF

out pow- /.

n?'«‘mf,m S

fibms. Harold Jsckson fabhawe ifefy .

my about the' xmgamé of God -

mdevermﬁneﬁagﬁi, .
: prsmm\ Work's Bricket Wood, Exgland, of- -
-more ped ibeY  fice, director of the Black African -
wmamwampw&mmﬂm‘
~ Iste ‘May (sec preceding story) o

138 -and 120, ssa&admg@émﬁvf s
Salisbury the Ggures were 221

Truih Bible ko and 130, with 138 and 78 ooomem.. .
T

L wak soon all st to go and mm;_,?mmm;7undwmmm NI
" R‘h‘t’, ,

A

- vorable. In the southern partof the -

’
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PS> =as an Esene
.. W esus was alteady antich-
pated i His crunfinion and

qppemm;( by the

. H 1EITTTECCE
' ldader of the Qumran sect mmore
" than d century’ THET.

ions of the New

T - Testament hawe su‘ianai among the
b - - T Dead Sea Scerolis
-

S.gz:.n.am 5

vvvvvv

revclulisnize pa‘;.as_a,.-"shm .

E . racity ef su B assmmx, Yet they
1 e aﬂusmm w/ Ri‘ many people may

- L. Scrojls ere nm;a:m,asl sot only for
S " the -‘OM&Tm;am;mg but also for the
b\;em ‘

Y

Dl! Chmunm!v nqn
-t Qﬂ.ﬂmz . s

o

“‘page 9. Suffice U to say that only
‘one- of thosé listed, John ‘Allegro,

 can claim any scholarly experise in
- the avez. Yet his statethents which .
* ‘have caised the most public excite-
‘ment were bdsed on amything but-
_ sound seholarship. No wonder they

* one frem his faﬁbu»m»iam e late

*Some of the’wmiu progouace-. .
tnerils from j@umaﬁssm mc!aadeaﬂ
eharges of “conspiracy” amoag -
- scholars m withhold
“about w

which bid faif to -

Theie are some of the movte sen”
sazonal <laims for the Dead Sega -
Scrolls which have appearcd in
bradlines over the last
We will examine the ve-

N = - poi have realized: the Dead Sea -

. .“believe in the lluounau!
S«:me of the more eRtravagant -
smade are opfimed: inaboxon belich-and practives of the- Qumian- -

were geaem!lxstpudumd by every-

H H Rowiey of- Man- .

anJ’;A;LE '

: a'eainy &D n%*e v«smmuﬂ méed

- Yei one could also point out that.

| inforimElicn on the Serells & handiy

the. prﬂ;ﬁcm &f a few seCTetive
scholars. ammg,damﬁtsmew in se-

qacslefed Gells. Thowsands of ar- ‘
Cedes — & large percentage of them in

Engleh — and doens of books ate
easly avaulable. Many “’fl.:ﬁt are

 Quie rcadabic for amy adui with a

aormal education. The books. re-

views. challenges of the theses of -

oollcagues, ¢xpression of oomirasy

" opinions,. and the diverse religiocus
badkgrounids-of those wnung on the .

subject give the umpression of any-’
thing bot a unied conspiracy.
of mswse nuhmc sumple facts may

- sill noa be comvining 1o @ few. Af-

ter all] there are sull people wlw

-

A quiick comparisin ‘between the

sect show mmueﬂ differences be-
tween il amd-

hhun in the desert, having little ot
0o’ congact-wath outsiders. Jesus and-
His disciples had free exchange with
bihers atd evén ate with publicany™ -
and thase bovked upon as sinness.
'® Jesus and Fis. followers often

frequented the Temple etea whenin

T Jerussiem, THE Wm‘ﬁﬁ on e
" other hand, m,ga,!de& the Templie
and” pucs&bmd as_ polivied and

" refused wbawcmvlhmgmdomlh

the  “wnul” the Temple niual.

the Dead Sca’ Scralls - :

* showed in regard o eprly Cheistian- -, Jesus kept any of the major ansual |
- T e . T

-T‘&cuumckarmmahau

J‘f rengizlhonsof )

ghe. early Christian - '
- Church. Same of these mclude: )
© The Qumran group bived in 1so- -

C&?ﬂz& e oo himief Hi'
wsiog a diferent catendar from that.
wsed by the officia) religiows authot-
ity. The Qumran group was quile
-différent since i folioded a purely

e the
@ the

 solar calendar” Its festivals often feli -

ai a Gme guite different from those
withio ghe test of Judaism.

® The Qumranites” afe owally
identified with the Esstses Yot @t
ther lne Essenes. sor the Qumran
-commumily are amymherc mamed or
refemed o0 the New Teslament.
This is not likely 1o have been the

case if Jesus was one of yhem or

gmaﬂy influenced by. them.

Other impettant differences could:
aim be lsted. No wonder Qumran
scholar Picrre Benoit could wiite:
*Yo say that Jesis was m: one of
+ the Essenes is dp v@emanemcm”!

* (“Qumiran aed the New Testa-

'. -mi, wagmm !3)

P@m Pudldu

followers were Essénes (nor did the -
» carly Church bave its roots in Qum-
" rap), this does not wlean the Dead
" Sea Scrolls are not imporant docu;
ments for better  utderstanding sec-
tions of the New Tesiament Along -
~with other’ carly material such as

“rabbinic literature, idtertestamental
and Hellenistic fewish ‘writings, the 5
- Qramran scrolis Belp 1o elecwiate the

Lhougmmcﬂhngmgco”m@mm
the time of Jesus.. -

Oge thing the Scrolls hawnhclpad
show 5. the opniinued wse of the
| Hebrew language’ Scholars - once
tended mmk Heblew msed m

7\ T mm aaums

E\«w lhough neither Jesus or bis




hd

s

A

-

: _.moongusommlm

Aramaic. The Dead Sea Scrolls,
however, contain material in He-

brew, Aramaic and Greek — show- . .~

ing the use of all three languages in
Pala.une at the time. Yet much of
" the material is in Hebrew. This He-

brew ofien imitates the language of .
the Bible which had ‘become somie-

what archaic by that time. But the
‘vernacular Mishnaic Hebrew of the
writers shines through in various. ex-
pressions and in some of the morc
secular’ writings -less influenced by'
the language of the Bible. - ’
The New Testament was written

"in Greek. Yet that language is often

influenced by ‘Hebrew and’ Aramaic
expressions. Thus, some Greek ex-

pressions are simply - literal trans:
“lations. of - Semitic expressions and

‘would have sounded rather peculiar

“to a native ‘Greek. The -Semitic -
. idioms which lay behind some of ' .
__the idiosyncratic Greek wmdmyd
thie New Testament have now sur-- .
faced for the first time-in the Scrolls. .

One very mlcmstmg example is

*Luke 2: 14. This is best known
_ through. the King James, “Peace on .
earth, good will among men.” How-.

-ever, scholars have long knows ‘this

is not' the ‘reading of the earliest -

uscnpts Instead of “good will”
( kia in Greek), the oldest at-

tested reading is “of good will” (eu- -
- *,_do!ua&) ‘There was. no known:-
paralicl Hecbrew expression umtil

.some of the Scrolls were deuphcmd

" It was found that the expression
“good will” or “good pleasure” was ,

- used in a number of places (Hebrew
rason). In two passages in a colleo-
tion .of hynins (1QH 'iv, 32- 33;

© xi, 9}, the cxpression “sons of his..
,good will” (Hebrew bene tasorw)

.4
0

3

" be used among the Jews in favor of

" edited by K

-was uSed — a Hebrew equivalent of -

the Greek “men of good wnll" (anth-
ropoi eudokias). r
This not only supported the read-
mg of the oldest Greek manuscnpm,
but also helped explain its meaning.
As E. Vogt wrote: “The Qumiran

texts dd more than lend . deaxwe:

support 1o this reading. They also

indicate that ‘God's good pleasure’
- here_refers more naturally. to the
vwdlofGodtownIcrgraocon those

he has chosen, than to God’s de-
lighting in..and appmvmg of the
goodness in men’s lives” (The
Scrolls and. the New Testament,

Yogt suggested the best. uauslmon

,of the last part of Luke 2:14 is

“peace among men of God's good

_ pleasure,” meaning ‘thos¢ whom |

God hasclmscn

' Co':nj:on “oughl Mlli-u

.

- There are-also 'a’ “number - of - ex=
‘pressions -of thought and _canogp:

. which Qumran shares with the: New, *

Tmtamem “This does not necessarily
mean_ the New Teslamént writers
drew“on Qumran literature but

*‘rather that both” groups shared ina
. tomdion - language” and. -thought
_ beritage within Judwm of the time.

Because of the vicissitudes of I.'ustmy

it just happens that jdcas “and lan- .

ran literature. Rather they indicate

.« Stendahi, 117): Dr. ¢

a more general acquaintance with
the thought and style of expression -
which we have found at Qumran™

. (The Scrolis and :he.Ncw Tcszment,

p- 206). .
One of the resemblances mets—
sor Brgwn specifically discusses is .
- the figure of “light” and “darkness” -

which has a prominent plice in the
writings of John. The figure is a nat-
‘ural onc and hardly surprising, yet .
its ‘use in ‘the Gospel of John is
frequent. cnough to be'a charactér— :
istic feature. lmpoxtmt passagm m-
‘clude John 1:4-9; 3: 1921; 8:12;
12:35-36. Two expressions used

+ throughout the Scrolls are “sons of

- -light” and “sons of darkness.” One -
scctarian writing, the-so-called War
§'cmla' (1QM), describes an énd-
- time, eschatological' batte’ between
the forces of good (“soms of light”)
and the fom:sofcv:l(“!mofdark

B

U Howcvcr -despite the’ smhnyy

* similar i imagery, there are some sig- |
nifieant. differcnces,” What cohsne
“tutes a “son of Jight" with the "

" Quimran,sgct is the' cceptance’ of -

the sect’s parucula,r b:blual inter-.
pretation“The ultimate critezion for
“John is faith in Chr,aL As Raymond .
- Brown states: “It Should be’ evident
 the basic différence between the two -

guage Wlde)pl’ead in the time of the  theologies is Christ” (op. cit.,

As Raymond Brown wrote: spem.f—
ically in relation to some interesgi
paralicls between the Johasnine

writings: “The resemblances do.fot

#eem’ to indicate immediate rela-

- tionship, however; as if St, John
were himself a sectarian or were
~_pcmna]1y&m1humthsﬁu: Qum- L

‘differengg is enormou&

meim in tfn Now Tntamant

Ano(het interesting dlswvery
coming from the-Dead Sea Sciolls

_ relaies to quotations of Old Testa-
' 'ment passeges in dhe New Testa-

meat. The New -Testament writers
-(Continued on page 29)

- New Testagient -have come down to ~pp. 194, 195). For f(fhnshﬁ?li"*”;ffv"f“?
us only in ‘the Quumran literature. . - o
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If God is good, kirsd and just,
why did He create this misery-
laden world for His dfjidren to
live in? How ‘come He allmv:
way, torture, rmass starvation
and scological atrocities? W v
is nature ::sﬂwe!ﬁy .
by the “law of the ;ungle"’
Did God creats all this misery:
.- out of a sense of divine crueity
* or sadism — or is thered Iogi—
cal éasm far-it alf’ .

by Larcle ihxet -

~ -

. - ’

(Eox 5:3;5:;“@4@;;55 past
of the hatural corder. of things:

-The face s not to the s+ifk, nor
thg.bame to the sirong, nor bread to’
- the wise, nor niches !0 the i
\teiligert nor Yavor fo the men of

i i bd&.;ea&ﬁﬁmh&ppmw

them all”™ {Bael 9:11) | S0

Continuing in the same cyncai
vein, e wrote: “What has 2 man
from- all the toil and strain with
which be tolis Bepeath the sun? For.
alt his days are’ uﬁoquxt\,auéb;s
" work.i5 a vexation; even in the night
his mind does not rest” (Eod. 2:22-.

He placed Adam. and Eve

" they had esten from the rig

n para-
dise, toid them His ways were hest,
and made the “tree of Lfe” {symbo:

of the immoetality they could have
'if they went His wayy readily av ail- -

able o them. He tgld them i
- choose the tree of Hfe buf ey Bte
from the forbidden tree instead I
{ 1ree,
they would have symbolicaily ho-

sen to obey God's laws — the onlv
" way Lo peace, hs;pige&s aza ewe:}'

resieit

But they chose icsicad g0 s.c»m,:

the way of Satan tht devil In effect:

R re of our Good News rmdas 23). Solomen “saw all the oppres-  they rejocted God’s government and
: asked the following question:  “Sions that are praciiced under the m&nﬁ» Pplaced themselvss uader
B “HG@dssojus&,wbvéom syn. Audbehoéd,meteassof!he Sawzsndzméwkmcfmccg )
. He allow babies to suffer so horribly  oppressed and they had no'one 0’ have followed. their lead, chicosing
i - befoie death — for example: a*aam . Gomifort them? . ;_Anmmwgmmc W follow S,a!ans way m!hcr than™ .
‘dead whd are alfeady ‘dead more " Gods .
God would- rather mankmd had

abandozned in a garbage can 0 d»c

" 1. - of painful cxposute or tarvation, or .. fortunate than the hvmg who are .
] R A a chiid wappéd In a buming house. ’ stili alive; but better.than both is B¢+ Mwﬂsmv, but He ' aliowed -
- I o1 gelogddicr being mauled by a mad  who has not yet been, and bas not *.them to do theiy. gwn thing (sec
o - dog? What kind of lesson does it seenm the evil deeds that are dmc Judges -23:25). Thus?bM ruds
- - .. ’ - tcach ihese - children  who are w0 - umdemhc sun” (Enci 4:1-3). ~ on gg@mm rehelhnn, jeakousy, .
.0 b T Y youmg wmprehmd life” o — alt the that procduce

© wars, hearache ‘and ‘the omcx as-
M@ng with Solomon, we top - soritd miscrics. we see. arqund o
" gians for ages. Fose of us who are might ask why all this misery is-per-  today. “Sinop. lhevdkdrm!&e&ﬁj w _
- parenis could havk rouble belicving - mitted. Would @ really he better  acknowledge God, God gave them |
in @ God who causes small children.  never iohave drawn breath?ls God  up to a base mind and to- mproper
= . to suffér unnecessarily. In fact, it'is ~  some lund of sadistic monster who  toeduct” (Rom, 1:38). God didn't
o S . basd o picture 3 Father who sub-  enjoys watching people sufier? O ﬁ create this kind, of world, but since
;- | * jects adull buman Beings (His chil-~  there 2 betier explanation for we ournselves chiose it He allows us o
P * dren whom He supposedly loves) 1o . world and its somows? live ie it: His way would have
wars, starvajion, plagies and mar- = Ged® says He loves’ pecple < brought us peace and happiness, . -
o tyrdom « usless there is an awfully - John 3:16 reads: “For God so loved busﬂedgdnswamwmudma -
good geasom for it '~  the world that he gave bus only Son,  our throats.
Ofic of the gréatest pmlasop!am . thas whoever believes in hun should ' =
2 . of all ime, King Solomon of ancient - m&pcmhbmhavcemmaﬂhfe,?m mmmu‘“’“
] <o lsracl, lamented: . ..t is-an un- * God sent e Son into the wosld, Dot But we can’f blam¢ Adam alome -
" bappy business that God has given, . to condemn the world, but that the , fpr this world’s. troubles. God
“to the sons of men 0 be busy with. I \ worid might be saved Lhnmghhlm_"&}ﬂoged Adamn to choaose, and he
have seen cbcxyth,m; that is done ( Then why haso’t the world “been  chosé Satan’s

TN - ~ Such penetratiag qugxxum’hawc‘ s God an Ogre?
! ~ woubled philosophers and theolo-

vernment Now that'

.__;iw_ﬁy ) under the sma .. What is crocked | saved i shrough him™? Wit ss  takong ,ﬁiam @ im dmﬁg,c; ke mﬁumm;,_ ‘]
o cannot be ¢ sﬁm;agm,mdﬂna_ Him 50 boag? You would thick an wudd!cadmmgomwmmuh@‘h .
; J . i ladang - “be numbered” . all-powerful God would b¢ abic @0 - other (see Resclation 16.14 and -
. 4.  (ExL 1:13-1%5. “do away with man’s misery by &  Daniel 10: §2-13). He s the rcal

-

‘He viewed cosruption in govern- - vine flal Why hasa't ‘He stopped all .~ “god™ of ‘this world (il Cer. 434
mcm as one of the facts of life: “If  tBe suffesing, or dn& He even w, Eph. 2:2; Joha 12:31). He inspires .
you see in a provuwe the poor op 0? . l\g{w rthgwus figures to hand doan
pres»cd and justice and right vio- ' . iogical, unseasonable edicts that
lently taken away..do mot be | Fresdom °‘ Choice further this world's ignorance, gver-
amazed at the matter; for the hugh God Himself did not create evil.  population, hunger and discase.
official is waiched by a higher, and . He looked at His arcation and saw Satan, appearing as an “angel of

PROIGE o preceding pages (I8t 10 wght) samen Pickered!,

Back Srae: Jos Clsyion, GN. len Menderspn, GN.

Y8 Ar Force, Jesn Versissge

'msnmvya'higherm&uMQ"_ - that “it was very good” (Gea. 1:31).  light™ (Il Cos. 11:14), has been the
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, foree behind every Tnohy wan” ime  rough time of itin their 8% Ve wil acthing Hu1 peace. S
’ ; .0r resade singe the Tre- be ablelo grow o adulviood They | have I Zear s o BRI
. . ated of mankind. In \h:‘:ca 93wl be able w compare the suffer-  wmavis et and thess wil . I
9. Satan ©fered the kingdoms of - ings of Saun’s workd witk the Bap- the piking when Salan B a:améd
‘this world w Ciristas ie‘:;ﬂz;uc«‘ ~piness of Gads. They wii fave a2 [for) 3 liihe seascs” (Re, 20-1 T
‘ “He oou’d 8o this because Be had  chance 10 shouse Cod's w3y G KJVe They wili be decenned inic at- .
< - . © them W ghve In sh etermily, and 10 be changad 1w im-  wckisg the very Gad who gase hem . "
: ke one wko makes s potefitizly-fine  morial spin: beings ke Chnst thetr peace and pienty ense 91 T ey, 100, .
; g © L wond swh 2 m&tbs piace in - eider.brother tHeb 2 i . il have'ic earm their m Zhe ;
g L waich 0 Tve Tos s the hope thar vepl Smiced  hard w3y, - :
3 L

B.., wkhat écaoc does ik do ft God
w 8 free rein? th

© shouid man haue 10 be rujed By A

_ : - monal enemy — couldn’t God E’Asc

| S - come up with wmahmga “‘ﬁe lew "

: T painful?

"Sine we have chosen Saman's
way, God is going 0 et us see 01
zhreug,h 10 ils natural concilsior —
- man’s uitimate soial destruction @n-
less Chnst wtersenes éMatr 24:22),

[

‘- m;mmgmwmemsm
:  lewmt alope — that only God cas
rescue us frgm ouf plight. We are
‘being given time 1o disconer colles--
| tively and udividually that Saun’s
; way s fulde” that we should have :
© gone aiong with God's nule, in the
*_Grs1 place.
| God's Merciful Pian ‘ A
Ooe point that many fail o,un-

/3 .

.

L We are being brought 1o the point
Bl - . wshere we are beginning 10 realize

" The €nd cgg S_.ims_rnub

kmg Solomon alive — the knowi-
E;dg; tkaé ahy kujl w—é"aﬁ BEIE 1D
@ily ugust in ke saeni sonid he
saw lmuﬂd tur, ~God will jfinail
iudge the nzim:&us gnd the' m&ﬁa“’&‘
for be has appoinied @ tme fof
tvery matter, and Ry evpry work”
{Focl 3:47). A mxe good and
bad. oppressors and &ppxm will
be calied inw awour: during thi
period of judging. if they fail @ a-
otpt Gods -ways and repent, they
will be punished (Rev. 20:14-15).
-Ard of they bue mighteously. they
© will be warded. The las «.h,gpeex
of Enxchsiasies reaffirms ths basic
truth: “For God wili bnog every-
° deed into judgment, wilh every se:
", Srel thung. atether good or evil”
(Eoci 12:19). Even Satan wil even-
tually réceive huy just -deserts
(Rev.. &HU ﬁudz B3y -

&E . : L |
- more disgusted we become with A g
. &Msgwmx-—mdmcm o

[

" spiril thar ghves life”, ohn 6:63).
%

God's way shen it is deariv re- .

“universe and this world {mm ibe
‘peispective of eternity, we-might
-come doser o comprehending why

G@MW .. e
lgzaemeanme, sbemgr e re- :

alm:;zofno;anﬁ % are learning

mbw' my(:gomm&am
this-worid SThe more we hur, :

gelermined we will be 0 Solow

\e;zdhu;;s
!Iwwuﬁbﬁaﬂa&dmﬂh .

God hzsal&cvwduszotakcm&a T
" painiul wurse. -
) nmabcMGfmuswmém
ﬂand Jrem, cur fimited vantage’
poinl; but in God's eyes “the fBeshi
is o7 po avail” Rather, “It is the

God cares a I mame %M

N } derstand o that God's overais plan
. i = ‘does not indude calling everyone
1 _salvation now inthis oge 1f07 move

" free seprim astinde “bs This the Oaly

are guite aonceroed aboul the ‘ua-

* Chinese whn have never even beasd:
the name of Jesus Chrisd: in shon,

“unichurthed.

Gut -all of these pcu?}: ase s ep-
tually going to hdye their chance for
salvaon. Thise who bave suffered
and dxed sever really knowing
God's way, ail be resursected o
physical life in & ulopian weliing.
This t5 the period of time referred to
‘as the “white throne judgml i8
Revelation 20:11-12. Duriag ‘this
age the childres who had such a

i =5 B, gy freeiim Do L

information oa this, w7ile for oug.
ﬁum. of Salvaticn®"). Some people”

" saved saning masses of Indis, the
giganiic numbers of Communist -

When Chrast felurns a1 the begin-
caing of the aullenmum, Saien will
be- umpnisoned (Ree. 20:1-3), and
evtn ihe aature cf wid enisnals will
- be changed. Goffe dl turn Lobs into
gentle herbiniores; inakes -w.if mo*
toager be putioncus < “Thed shall
‘mol hurt or desioy i alh @y holy
mountain: for the carth shall be-full
of the kaonicdge of e Losd as the
®alers gover the sea” qles B19) .

80 mullengw of sulering. people liv-
ing them will be able w make @

clearcul swmpariscn Wetacen the
(80 ®ays of L,a' Even' s, the lessoa
of Bastdy wili'de hard for many
digest. Ttm edl probabiy expen.
ment log Eﬂrm&fﬁb& p.u ke Adam
‘ wd Euvg.

The Babie pmpbene; that = ard

the endd of 1be millenpivm (bese will

. be multdudes who have expericnced .

L4

. B7 the momseat’ He is soll 3 merc
-ﬁﬂ(md ahahsaammmgmag

‘%d@ “pabaplzed” or | Looking back ob 3 bali-duses or

umgm&gw
',mwhaa Hecﬂaﬁabﬂaawb{wﬁw

plan. Bulmuhgsunedmm ) _,"'>'
-'musﬂjben@mbyaw.i;'gﬁ
wﬁm‘impw - o -

801 our physical Scsd i comfouable

Salen’s way bat He can’s: siop us +
withpui totally siripping Ehay ous
free. m@‘d a;e&n Lo S

B@E -~ and here is the g@vﬂ gew
~ oncg we have learned iz lewon
thar His way is best, Me promnise o
doa&:s with alt sufferimg. He “shall - ..
Wt&mﬁmm ****** T I
%2d there shall be ao more death, - ]
wetiher softoR, nog ¢nving. oeibey T
shail there be any more pain- f3¢ W
formes. things are passed away” o
{Rev- 20:4 KJVy 7

S0 yew, this worid with anvm gl
aess seally B Dootsary: 1t is 48 i
tegral gart of 3 wisely- thought-oat

T~
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‘Chnshanlty lnvclu 8. non-

- e

[

] Ly
Dncs con mon mcanf the’ md
vf wll acqn, llvc and mg;«

e el ‘thought pmcasus? Weré

Chruti-lns‘ meant fto 'lpgvu

sverything spoon-fed, spelled

out and also to be relieved. of
making rmajor - pwmnd deci.
sions’ on  their cwﬂ? Does

- whm tha mdfwdgd' mu
. cmyrﬁmg at face valve with.

o eut subs:gngmtmd pf M

" the voice ol mmugcn
- goud shepherd; | kiww my uwn and

faking exception 10 a recent
Good News article: “Now | feel |
must take cach article apart looking
for possible errors rather than just
believing the whole magazine like | -
wsed 0. And it was such a relief
‘when The Good News used 1o come,
‘because here was a maguzine that |
colld just sit down and relax and

- read without playing the game of
Ctrue or fale with”

The teader raises @ govd puint.
Shouldn't @ wooverted Christan. be

| able o “sidown ard rel, m" Mmuul

giving whai he ur she mds or hears
4 seLind thought”? Isn't that part o
hung @ good, loyal; sheep-Like dol-
lowes? .

The~Nsture: of the Flock -

]'hcrc S s quc:uun about the la«\_!

- Ahat th; Bibie offen reters w God't.

ol 100 !ong ago. one of our, .
N readers had this to say ane?

- "'\

forth as sReep in the midst of
wolves: be ye therefore wise as ser-

- pents, and harmless as dq
Christ’s words W plam -
He duvesnt want & flock of dumb

sheep representing Him! He wanis
some’ pretly sharp individuals. Now
maybe’ you say, “Sure -~ that’s a
command for the ministry.” If you
Twant 1o lxXe it that way, fine. Tt
* doesn’t really change anything, be.:
cause the peuple — or the Aock —
are Suppuosed 0. emulate the hest
"ualities they ind 1 their ministers
{§ Cor. 1L Heb .i3:7),

A Thinking Fiock
God sﬂdnl inteny Qm pmple

1}

" ouiside phe Chiyeh bedhe unly ines

who “actively use their heads. The
New Tevtament is full of enjoinders
W ¢ hridtians W diligenily engage
‘their. mentl gears, espeially re-
gariing *spintusl “matten.  Paul's

~people as sheep, the ook, o ihe ‘s command to. “prove all things”

hinle flock. Hut what is this meunt 10
*signify? In the, tenth thapter of the
okt Juhn Jesus Christ seierns w -
s the Bk ds luﬂuw; “A umnger

they will oot Tollow, but ‘they will -
“Hee frym ham "l they du not knew,

my uwn know me, us the Father
knvws me. and 1 knuvw the’
Lather . (veres 5! 14-15, KSY) .
Fine, but couldn’t any self-.
-xesputmg shcep du l!m' lhc dsﬂet

;und would be m}pmtun shuuhﬂ be
mure thin cbvious. The problemy. |
-though, & that distim buas belwem
the. twy are oiten very subtle
unobliusive. Considening the fuct
that even:Natan the devil can pawn, .
et off us an “angel of light”
(1 Cor 11 149), this tittle bit of pey-
-ceplive abilily turny oul 0 be no-
medn . feat §1 sounds s if ‘Christ”

" owere. dﬁ&nbmg A very dwmug

:Jim‘ulC'

(I Thes. 5:21) was ceptainly_not,

meant to be suspended upon 8 per- |

wn’s baptism: The apustle Juhn

. wamed  the “sheep” ol his day 1o

“trys {tesy, discern| the apirits’
AV Jubn 41 Agein; tus want be
 done by gullibly swnlkmmg evefy
religious monsel that s thrown your
le

“The ant of mgng sound deci-
Aony was aad shll gy ogvéry
CChristian’s m&pumshm!y In
i (unn:hum 6:1:3. (RSV), the

ym hh ® gurumg sgumt‘ a’
. bupther, dues he dare go b daw . be-

fore the unugmwwa msicad bf the

suints? [ you mt know that the

mnu will judpe the world” And of

‘the mié s bey Pged by you, are.’

| you incompetent 10 try Givial cases? |

- Doyou not know that we sre wi
_mdge angels? How-much more, mat- .

unprﬂmmn; 19 thiy ife!” o

&hesw-lﬁ Wlmdym

Ml T e e o

;;wi;her siatement (’hma -
~made aboui His sheep in Mat-

!:Amlm md&ummg siwuldbe 1
&8 ongoing, aclive facet of, every -
(lmi;g@s Mg Some " of tbe !&ss a
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' ways | say — and so does |

- . plembey !963 j

vt

" Gamer. Tad Ammmng Plain Truth,

“For thirty yaears, on ,t)m‘
air and in the Plain Truth, |
1 have been saying: ‘Don‘t
believe me — believe
Bible — belleva Godl’ Al |

Garner Ted Armstiong — |
‘Check upl’ L:sten with-
out prejudice, an open |
mind, then check up — |
go to your Bible, and ‘ba-
lieve what you read there.”

Hcrban w. Armstrang Plain Truth,

JAgain | say, ‘Don’t be- |
lisve us; beglieve wh.;'l‘ you
read in your Bible.” Don‘t |
believe us —: just because |
. we sag’so. But believe us |
if -andSiwhen you find we
speak according to the
very Word of God, and
then only believe us as
we speak according to
. that Wordl”

P Flbrucry 1965 |

A

i writing to the Colossians: *.

| asking that you may be jill

A Stable Flock
i_
1 acmeve this level of spiritual matu-

i rity usless he is willing o think

| words the apostle Peier .wrotein-
| cluded the exhortation to grow
: m .grace and knowledge” (11. Pet.

3:18). Paul had this.to say in

" have not ceased to pray for youi,
> with
the knowledge of his will in all 3piri-

| tual wisdom and -understanding, to
| lead a life worthy of: the Lord, fully .
| pleasing to himi, bearing fruit in
| every good, work and increasing in .-

the knowledge of God” (Col. 1:9-10,

| RSV).

.This type of sptmual and menta} -

j growth is one of the primary factors

that scpara.tcs “the men from the
boys,” 50 to speak\As-Paul wrote in’

‘ .the book of Iebrews: “For when for

the time ye ¢
~have need ¢

ght td\be teachers; ye
t one tégch you again

' which be thd ﬂrs: prifciples of the
\ oracles of :
' such as have need-of
| of strong meat. For every one that
| useth milk is unskilfal in the- word
| 'of righteousness: for he is a babe.

| Bul strong meat belongeth to, them

- are_betome
milk, and not

that aie of full age, even those who

| by reason of use have their senses
- exerciséd (o discetn both good and
, evnl (Heb 5:12- 14) . "_

\

A Chnsuan cannot hope to’

about, evaluate and assess the infor-
fiation that he- is constg.nuy“ con-

| fronted with. And uniess of until he’
| reaches this point,-he may discover -

. We \:so

" -advice to said flock: .

Christ explained, was that this class
of coriverts “had no root in them- -

_selves” (verse 21).

Or 2 person could end up like
me in the early Corinthian church

_who were lining up behind their fa-
vorite hero. Some werc of Paul,

others of Apollos. Clearly, most, if
not all of them, were fmlmg to stand

-on their own two ,spnmuai feet
a Cor. 3:2-4). °

The blatiing,. nbram(ps group-
think” approach just‘can’t hack'ii.

- when the chips are down and frials ;

"come. And increased trials, “pres-

sures and difficulfics are prophesied. .

to come. As the apostle Paul said:
“Buyt evil men and seducers shall
Jvax worse and worse, deceiving,
aud being deceived” (ll Tim. 3:13).
He continues in Acts 20:29: “For I .
know ‘this, that after my dcpamng .

shall grievous wolves enter in’
among you, .ot sparing the flock.”

. Again, would-be shepherds were |
posintg as leaders of the flock. Paul’s. -
- Continue
to hold to the things lh.u you ‘hdve

learned and of which you are con- = -

vinced, knowmg from whom you
learned them” (11 Tim. 3:14, The .
Amplified-Bible). : :

Don’t be a -viclim of the sheep_
* instinct. -Prove your own faith now " -
(H Cor. 13:5), tha! you may be
“able tg stand with Jesus ;hﬂst when ”
Hcmtumsmth!sambu- A

MSMMEFEADNG ,

The ‘following volumes listed con-
Tt

“in us.” We sy, ‘Listen with

J"'I‘ thl

< W

r%our madgrs know -
by now that we always

: ‘Don’t beliave what
w- say because you believe

an open mind, without |
prejudice, then' check .up*
. n your owny B«bh — OV |
whether it is tru® and. |

) mw mm Plaip. Tunh

balisve what you Ilmf ‘
pmvod e

Moy 1965 ]

| the seed - mgl was-sown on rocky

| that he is resting his, belicfs. on very -
j shaky spiritual_ground. For ' ex-
| ample, he may casily find hunsclf
| being “tossed o and fro.

. every w:,nd

of docmne
(Eph. 4:14). - -
-He could end up like the. pcmnn
Cimsl described in* Mat{hew T:26

who built his house on a foundation ~

of sand.\Or he msy be. lyplﬁed by~

] m:nlled plants shat qmckiy

" sprouted looked good on-the surs -

| face, but their staying power was. -
| limited (Magt. 13). The reason, as

: ‘nahg‘:jhvt standpoint). The last book |-

| * Woodham-Smith, Cecl

ow the |
.J sheep instinct works. The first three |
deal with some rather uhsavory epi- |.
1 sodes of the past. (basically from a

lis is an- example of one way
various sapects of the sheep instinct
can_be overcome. Mont .or all aré
availsble st focal: :bookstores and/or
‘libraries. .
2] Ledour Wiiliam J. A Nauon ol
is&c,cp . W. Norton & Co Inc..
‘® Speer, Albert. Ins&d- the Ilnrd
- Reich. The' MucM:!un .Co.,. 1970.

nnC#urgu'

a
. ‘¢an Library, 5&
OFhm;h ﬂudoif TﬁUAﬂofCMr
Rspcr 1981

ew Ameri-
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(Cbmmuad Sfrom\page 21) . ‘-

- used a varicty of| soureﬁ*for quotae- l

— " tions. Somc!m;ts\they translated di- -

4

the New Tesfanient was.in Greek'
JAnd aimed mainly at Greek speak-

~"ers, about two tlnrds of the quota--
" Yions.are from thc\ Septuagint

" ‘rectly from the lrlebrew But*$ince

directly or with minor changes. The
- reasoh is that Greek-speaking

people were familiar with the Ol
Tmtamem Lhrough the ' Sepmagmt

- translation just as many- people -

today know the Bible primarily
+. through the King James Version.

" ~, Somo New Testamend quotauousv

- seem 10 be taken Trom the Targumic
versions (Arammc translauous and

parapixmses of' the scripture). But
¢ertain sections of the New Testa- -

ment quoted from textual-types
unknown beforc the Scrolls were

found. Several of the qudtations in .
" speeches in Acts, for. example, ex-

hibit a particular. type of wording '
which is paralicled in the'Qumran

writings. This shows the New Testa-
ment.-writers were not just making
up their own edmon of the passage .-
. butfually quotmg from versions

known and used: among the Jm at
'that t!.mc w‘”;, e

condum N
“This article has' gwen onjy a few

“examples of the way in which the

Qumiran- sizolls are helpful for_ a,

‘ Vbeucr \mdemmndmg of lhg Ncw

T&&mmt. A lhorough tregtment

wouldreqmreabookorbooks But -

_the examples given should ilhistrate -
- the value of the Scrolls.” .

As with “the Old Testament, s0.
with the New Testament: the many.
 scripts frogi the wilderness of the -
"Dead Sea are an impoytant contri- -
bution toward our ;mdexsmndmg of
the origia. of the’ nﬂy Church {nd
the first Christian*wh ‘Any in-
Jormation wlmh throws lixht on the:
cultural, religious and literary envi-

- ronment of the first Christian cen- .
tury can also Belp in clucidating and’
© expangdi our nndetsumdmg ofthe
apoﬂohc

“The sensauoml claims about the
_‘Scrolls have on the whole died a
" natural and mﬁunly mmoumed S

W d&th Jesus was not an Esseac; the

N . :

M&ny iayman‘have beemm}s-
: led by ugasponslbla and,. incor-. -
rect claims. These have Usually:

" | come from ;oumaus.ta;or other

nonéxperts, though occasiom
1. ally even a.scholar'in the field"
‘has succumbed to the tempt&-
' tion of sensationalism. Here are
L atew m:&tatemeﬁisto avosd
A..Poweil Davies, Ths Mean- *

| ing of the. Dead ‘Sea Scroils,
Mtalked ‘of a "Bimle af tha \‘

.Scrolls in>which-

.appear &s i theotugtans wafg
opposmgmenmplucghonsotme

- Scrolls-for éarly .Chnsnamty

-J.Lehmann statesm hisbook, ..

- h;s lgachmg thi Es-

7 (p. - 143).
Edmund- Wilson, wi’me by no-

s nﬁansascholu has & reason-

- ably well-resea:chqd book in

) 'Rgbbf..! that Josua“didﬂndtha“
. cardifial point of “his. truth and

11969, However mtheﬁmtem-r
tbnofuwboo*ﬁe&).m t!iwnmly

stated "New Testameint schol—" N
. ars, it seems, have almost with-

-out uxcepqon boyconed the B
-whole sub;ect of the scrofls.” .
" That staiement s still found in
hls Iater edition (p. 100).even
though u was clear}yﬂn-- :
. accurate.’ '

John' Allegm cgnmnly a |
- capable scholann the languaga

oand: text of the Qumran manu««." C

scnpts shm;ked -and alﬁmayed
uasby—unpm#eﬂno——'—
< hal actnths (such as unautho- -
'rized - pdbhcahon of . a “text

* assigned’ 16 -another scholar) - |'.

~and a _humber of unscimlﬁﬂy »
statements about the Scrolls .

+ (documented ir-W. -S: taSor, |

Doad Sea Scralls and ‘the New.
Teémmcn: 1911, ‘and 0 some »
- extentin Wilson: op. cit., asa2m. |
He has: ﬂncoqaneaﬁ 1o pub&oh
claima about tha originn of
} thﬂi

wmchnobgmmwmw

* Church did not receive its birth and - .
- nourishment from Qumran: “The - ‘
continued study of the scrolls should - L

contribute to the betser undcrsmd—». - N
ing of New Testament haqu,mund N = \
and origins. But there is nothmgam IR |
the contents of the scrolls or in &, . ‘ ‘
. careful compasisori of them.with the -
New Testament  which wari‘ap!s . .
hzs.tysuummts that the Christian-~- ", R |
- gosptl was taken over from. the' _ \_‘\;: S P
Qumxmswornsbasmuydcpm T ..
"den!onﬂuiwclforusmmgcmd TTes
. wgydf!;fe (F. V. Filsod, “The, -
DcadScaScfousandchewTae AR IR
. umgm NmBmZ&opumBlbhml RS - EERA

?ﬁlﬁvfm’pmve
-t atier for history urx;IL

‘.'Bul the - pres:m indications
»rglher ncyuvg {Sce_the article. on
?_mcsubjcctmﬂzeluucE‘TSGN) R
.- Fo read the New Testament mly , ; T
- ‘wtbehahlul'lthummdcm "_\.'
-, ments would ‘creaie & gross dis- Sl
.- borfion of the truth, Butto approach |
.t quhndr@egvednomﬂum o
- ﬁé its- cnvironinieat also produces -

. Gnrmute.ﬁnlywhenlheNcw , o
im _dmumenls:rew:woé L e Il
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. ‘Pasadena, Californis 91123
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Wwhy would a Chnstiap — or anyong
A to lithe? Is the lithing principle
nd its basis n beth
QOld and New Testaments.
andd it shows how this pnnciple is

the rmost important work on earth

Torequesi your Ires copyof THhing:
fill out ihe card slilched in this
megezine and mad Q.

Woridwide Church of
Pasadena, Cailf, 91120
00, if your live ouleide the c%

300 the lrong of thig my
addron

g
W thank yill finy

this buokie! bolfkag,
ntoresing and 32@%@;&

Why nol send tor your :c,cw W
Ol course, there is no ,
charge or obligation




