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he Church of God today fves |

. and breathes and moves in

. a vastly different and much
more highly gomplex mechanized
world than that of the.first-cenfury

|

Church.. it must deal daily with com-

puters, highly intricate’ rm:l‘l‘\g ma-"
chines, the very Iatest in TV
technoiogy (including a first-of-its-

. kind traveling video pod) and many

of the other technical paraphernalia

~and accouterments that go hand in -

hand with a world that is only six

hours fn?m New York to London. ~

- The tuture shock. of modern life

even In a mechanlzed sense has~

hecessitated ‘different  Church
procedures and up-to-date meth-

ods of organization and operation.

. oflife remain the same. True Chris-
. of life! (See Acls. |
"9:1-2; 18:26;.19:9.). it has. every-
“thing to do' with your busmeas prac-

Yet the basic S;Mical faith and way

tianity - s a w

- fices, your basic’ appeaa'ance your
day~m and day-cut associations .

| ultimate in “f
tication.” Many banks now of-_

3

.(V\'

. -
..

fer five or ten different savings.
plans individually tailored to a

_wide range of personal finan-

! clal needs.. Notwithstanding,
i the largest city on the face of

| this continent is flat broke!

The fiscal woes of torporate
America (the REA, W.T.. Grant,

‘the Penn Ceniral, the Rock Is-

land, etc.) fill the pages of our
financial journals. We live in
an age of delinquent mort-
gages, a. mountain of govern-
mental, private and corporate

| debt — ail in the rmdst of gen-

eral monemry confusion/

" There is, however, a Iiym

nancial Iaw that will pay
the modern man and m.m
even in the challenging S;?J

Age. This article explain

. Thejetage has shomdin the | )
ancial sophis- -

“atiribut

T
with others, and even, believe it or

r\oz !re ‘way you ?*ande your -

Wortof&od.GedhasheidomHss -

way of iife — His' way of doing
things — t0 ail the generations that
have.gver etched their footprints in

the He has always hed a i
werkiha%wasgmngawamngand '

witness to .this worid — feariessly -
condemning. its evil practices and
promising a better worid to come. -

\Jude p

1o~ me ancient pairiarch
Enoch; Anu chh aiso, the sev-
enth /1 rom Adam p'opt‘%.ed of
saying.. Behold, the: Lord

th
4 q;meth with ten thousands of his

saints, 107execute judgment upon .

© ali, and fo* convince [convici] ali -

tha} are ungod ly. among #em of ali -
ir ungodly deeds: which. they
ave ‘ungodly commmed
(Jude 14, 15). .
‘But anyway you “want to couni n.

(see Gen. 5:4:24; 1 Chon. 1: 13_' .

| a-vital prophecy . -
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. patriarchs who fearlessly
" dlag'med theé way of

" Lukg 3:37-38). Engch is not
chrongicgicaly the seventh from
‘Adam. The. ‘ndcaticns are that he
was the seventh ¢f eight pre-Flopd

y pro-

God xo the

' ¢hactic and citentmes viclent ante-
luvian werld. And cne ¢¢ the car-

dinal precep's of procigming God's

way cf life revoives e'omd wha! we
have called “the gr

-..God’s Great UMVZ! thlng. H\e

,' crealon itself is nw‘e testimony fp
the ex:stence of p?yscal aw — un-
changeable, immutable, irevocable
{see ‘Romans § and Psaim 19).

. And God Himsel! is the great Law-
giverl "There is one iawgiver, who
s able t© saa.re and des*roy i
(James 4:12)" -

‘Here Jarnes obvisusly is primarily
rafevnng to the .gving of spiritual
law. My point i that God is. the
auther cf unsgen, and yet very ac:

- tive; spintual laws that regulate

“brother Cain was a farmer. ‘Natics .

.mans: relationship with his peigh-

bor — and n*os? mportantly with his
. God* A i i aspect -of this great
spintual law mvolv% man s ﬁnan«

. cialwell-being.
Hagmeous Abel may we:J have.
-been the very first human being fo

‘nancialtiaw. Notice the aposts’
Pau s brief cmmeént in Hebrews
By faith, offered unto. God -

VL a “moré. exceliont sacrifice tian’

‘Can, by. which he obtained witness
-that he was rightgous, .God - testi-_

- < tying of his gifts: and by it he being -
g dead yet'spoaketh” (verse 4). .

Abe!l was a shaephemer his ~

-Genesis 4:3-5: “And in.process of

i i caine 10 pass; thai Cain |
ba’ougm of the fryuit of the ground an »
" -aftenng Gnto the Lord. And Abel. he -

-.also brought-of the firstlings of hns :

* . tlock and of the fal thereof. Angd
*-Lord had respect uhlo AM and fo

" hig offering: But unio Cazn and- :9
has oﬂenng he had mﬁ m—j :

N Note the nahcezed words “care»'

~ tuiiy They both gave gifts to God.—
" but Abel put his'God before all, he -

gave .God the first, the ‘choicest,
and the faltest. Cain carelessly”
Mirew fogether a guick @ﬂenng out
- 0f his hnest; Wenuyeawasw—
_ mermem:slmrmebesl

Abei ebeyed ma gmaaest 03

o e

«_.,,,.A_m\g SIS,

| man
| obeyed my voice, and nep‘i my «
 charge. my’ «*@mammerﬁs -y -

/

'(7
S . . IR Mo

?S com JT."@ dments. “And thou
@t iove the LoYd-thy God withdl”
thire heart, and thy scul.
and with a1 thy might” (Deut B:5).
Jesus Christ of Nazateth callad this .
the first and greal '*r;rv'mamr"en’,
(Matt. 22:37-38).

You car'stm up the fnancial as-
‘pect cf* this yréa: commandrment
this way: Give of ygur best to God
first! Giving is a lving natural law —
not only *o God, but o your pevg%*-
“bor (see Lev. 19:18).*

Ahrahm Follows Abel. God is the

i great Lav ngiver! And he expects His

pecele o be ohedient and sub-
qmussive o law — natutal, phys:cal
and spintual. The' patnarch ,Abra-
ham was just such a persén: Like
Abel Defc're himn. he was @ rghtecus
“Becaguse that Abrahahm.

steiutes. and my laws -(Ger, 26 5)
' God spoke this sériplure 10 Isaag -
after Abraham’s death;il was & m

! of epitaph cn the mannerin which *
| ABraham conguciee his life:

in & financdi way, Abrahags ‘Spe” -

| cifically expréssed tus manksgmng
| o God as tollows: “Abrathajn. gave ©
] ‘lhe«lemt!“ of. the .spolls m\eo@"-
. tully exem;ﬂnty this great natural fi- |-
| (see Gen. M 17-24) Thé comtext of.
| these- verses n “Genesis cléarly

(Heb_"7.43.> Abraham wagd'a Gither

shows*that. (36d recenveq His due,

" made.. Abraham knew on which
side ms préad was bunerad he -
knew: ‘that Godwasme source of all .

| hand urito_the Lord, the most hagn
‘God. the possesser of heaven and.

[ ceedihghy prospemus " mian, - ong”
. who was mightily blessed of God. -
His aftitute 0f giving was one oﬂhe
mam reasoss why. - - -
“Ju:ahs Exampb. His .son ﬂsaac

| and grandson Japob foliowed in his -

footsteps. Jacoh privately toid “hig
- Crealot in prayer: “if God will be

way that 1,go, and will gve me
bread 1o-eat. and raiment {clothing]

"'Q@tﬁehmdbemyﬁcdwm
stone, which | hive set-for'a pillar, -
-sha!lbeGodsmws@ and bf a¥i that |

R rmMmmlwWMﬁaA

Benm umo mee’" (&m 28 20-2!)

" befdre any further disposiion - was

his biessings — 1 haveift up mine 7

ea_rrrh“:(verse 22). He Was an ex- -

- with me, ang mﬂkeepmemmesA

dtopulon soﬂwtloomeagainto~
1. ray' mmershmmpeaoe then -

1 Jacob promised o %
’ cmy a wx'g man — befcre he ufkd
| Sn Cime” away
i mm *‘o;'e Ne ner.,wa‘ﬁ owW-LD
! scriplure when Jaclh -vas_, ‘lé’
| years ¢if — the las? year chhis Ui
| .Did God fuifil His part cf the *&'
] gan and bless Jacoh threugheut
| mecst ¢t Bis Ule with malerial pros-
| perity? “And he [Jacch] blessed
J Joseph, and said,  God, before
. whom my fathers Abraham and
{ 'lsaac did wak, the God a?ucn\!ed

’Ge'ﬂ 48:18).

1 Jacph had a deeply pe'sona‘ ap-
1 prec'a*ow to Godf for 2% nis fpless- & ,°

v ings. God had gven him a great-
i dea] _there was hardly enough
-‘* space in the coun iry for all' hus
!;a‘l‘e (see Gen. 38:7). Jacob evr-
3 deww ‘pipressed this deep appre-
c:ahun by tithing! "0f ai ﬁbq“ﬂw}u
sha]! give me / w:i; swe-,ly gwe z[re
. tenth upio thee.”

Titmng Henns lelng t:orne
people ¢l&im hﬂ‘rmg is mot gMny
.and is, jh tact, opposed to ging
“Buit thig is. merely a ‘Play. on words
intended 10

* God's pecplel! Years-ags | read in &

went: {o great lengihs o, explain

loved her. He then expiama«gﬁ how-it

the walis of his home -when he
\ieh fora_ frip. HE was. fedching .
againSi having amxtrmw chey |
- God's ana He plad for “gtace in
- place of “jaw’ 'l Not ma& he zaughe
. dischedignce — fas be it from any
/proﬁ‘mng minister. to go so far-as .

: “gom- .
ahdeﬂ Hﬁdsd not, m said. - need
post orders on jthe wall whvch
w his " wile.. “When Ml am goge.’
fheu a_ll no! entertain t’ne i’

“gion - repalrman ‘of ~ the. gama@
- coliector. in my home.”His wilé

| these things .+ voluntanly -~ be»

cawesheﬁwad,hsm, .
mmm subtie, humanreaéon
e(\gi . S .,,)

“n

me a’ my 0 life long unfo Wis day B

‘mﬁer igious “trael” an example ¢f | .
this -kind of, redsoning. The. wiiter - -

wgs hot riecessary for him tc post.a -
tem commndments of -behavier .,

!

‘how fis wife loved ‘him, and he ¥

“man, the grobery man. the televi-

niy. claim -he may @/svob&/ o
sm& reiceive eternal ife - o
e apmgachwas oheal- ",

: obeda» ce was " wiuw )

" Goeomvs re‘hmaty YS?B o

l‘.‘

divide. gnd confuse .. - ‘

R

‘wpuld Just'“naturally’™ damns of .-




pcsing Bis wife qid inatetng gar-")
o Gage man.n 107 Fannk, ang *&a}be ;
‘ - - mere — accoring, to - nls man's .
¢ A reasoning, had ‘sye krocken
Te . law? Was there & ] automatic ¢
: : ’ aity? Appare™iy nol
k- ~ -Thcse who reascn ¢ga.nsﬁ “yith-
ing” = ahd-who cleverly
suade ,Ds0pie -against

g

b 4
ammary“’

- ‘mrg — or @ “system” cf fithing.

. . o "uthing uoamfmdher are using |

' | . ‘the same siypie, and saric, re&-
: ' -* SDRIRg.

-~ UTithi

o

\.w"’* — »ormr*ﬂ@/ —

ne fuli, first tenih of
oy f‘hn's increase- o God.
. -God Almghty resenes
v “r the nght 10, ﬁe!l you and
O tme what s Sin We are
. given the  God-granted. ..
.- privilege of deciding -
‘:ﬁh&fhﬁr or nat.fo . sint ]
. God reserves the Tignto -
¥ place His-pnor :;laxrn BT
" e tirst tenth of cur |
T - comes — and grants |
et ug the fulhs freedom |
i “ta, dec"‘g wihsther we -
wm wolutftariy ?reeﬁ,
<cheeﬂumy gve 1o God ¢ |
- owhal He | clams! He wil JM
. never take 1! He will |
- rigver “exacl” CI ''éx-
- tract Byl He will
- oompletely withdraw His - 8
- protection and His m&ﬂs
.- - ing ¥rom one whd dis- |
E f':'gobeysHas,;lamysgoxen‘
- prnorclam
1 Attitude of Rebellion,
. This: atttude of deciding |

“Mbmary’ Tihiing? Bui — sup- ,\ ‘“‘L» 50U ?av-?" B

:f

o per- |

) “ml‘ﬁ”mem of Iszah’s prephsety

Zng Lp @

tof “ressptment’ and rebellon |
fne ohild. 1 the cRid can make
--'m.’:s WD dgeisiens, they Tesscn, he

] | be fa7 more ma*ue But {ohow-
e s _parents’ orders wll clgany

—R*ﬁarp a chid's o "'pme'd* ey _
Na;m o
What  an ab'f'mm"\"-e ueEuE‘ ng!
Ard how endent & Jne autemat:

evil fruts being suficred by whi!
nations, who are seeing. daly, U

for my. peepie. chu ’f‘rren are’they Op-

|.and va

| giveg ().
Gog says 1o cbey is beler than -
; ‘re satcirams I Sam. T

d

. .
My in the oﬁyv;:m,mwc
of T*scim »Pness o have

dithes.

| memt o

15:22-23).

Bt to e one who sa&ys. “No,

i | Lord — 1 i give crny when | gat

gwd and ready — 1w
when you e/ me to —
ce" ige *0....)" i.say y&

] swaw“mg with ‘rhcss whp ook <n

wonderment and Peg Jesus Christ,

! 10 be acmites into His Kingdom,

while He says, ™! knew

you. .
;;co saﬁ he was g~
we God the tithe!
mhmg means lenth-
sang.” and it is Cgiving ™!
A Code of G‘ﬁﬁg. God
. has always Lsed giving
28 an cngoing prncigle -
. W conduct svhatever

never

n hlS’l@"‘y) He was con--
duching through human
instruments on this
eanty By ?he‘I»me of-the
exot:s out 0? Egypl, the

- descemdamﬁs of Abra-
lsaac and Jaooh-

i ham.
.had grown fromr-a small
- patniarchal tamidly of sgv-

eral nuﬁdreﬁgs (including
servants ‘and herdsmen)
© 6 a great multitude .of

" sheer. nwnbera dictated

'wruﬂmg was obviously
'-neu,essaw to govern
su:nagreaﬂm utitutie of .
-people. . .Yel. the. pmn~

“work (at whateyer time

- from twe’ 1o fve mijfion
vpéopje The weight of

that & coge of: law in

»

. B S will obey — byl only - ‘Ciples of giving remained
(R . when I get’ gmod and. . . . the same as belfore..
S ready” - only ‘whem / . Mo o .. " Nolce Numbers
: T decide 10 Voluntarily obey — IS the | DIESSC!S and wmr . fule mlér -] 18:21. “And, behdid, | have.given,
N R " gitaude of complele rebelion! Re- |- them” (Isa 3: 112) e . |.the.chiidren of Levi a¥ the tenth
- .. . bellom: actording. to the givine .|  Oneé. who reasons this way at {*giving” is Lised in Connection with
. s Word ot Gpd, is “as ihe gin of- tempis io e.xan timself abbve God! mhmg once. agai]. in istgel for an -
‘ L wilcheraft T( Sam. 16:22.233 1 He wishes to bask in hus OwWn. Super- | inheritance, for ther service which
{0 - Chid psychologists anemipt to . 'spmm.a! aura of goodiness by pride- | they serve, ‘even the semice m m_e '
. ; s o peYsuade NMGICUS parents to use | fully rejoicing in fus great sacrifice. tabernacie ofihe congregation.” -~
o Lt e thistype of reagning when dealing ,ci ‘gwing! He is exactly like the man, .| Here God turned His tithe over to
o o I with thew chidren. Never “tell” thé | in the parabie of the Phanisee.and | the Levitical priesthood for their use
— . . child when to go to bed, when 16 ,_me pwnhcan ‘whio bbasted, "t give | in the administration and czordus!
R 1 . 'get up. when to come in from piay, | tihe$ of all that | possess. . " In- | of His WOrK i the time of Moses.
' 3 - when.to take-a bath, they reason. stez “of the atilude of humtee obe- | - 1S Originis, howaver, clearty were -
P L < bt ask hitn i he s Uready” o . _ dience 10 drine law, and to divinely | not Leviical. Notice: " “Ang ail the
. - thesetrngs, or if he might ke e ] revealed pnncipie and the God-or- | tithe of the lang .. . is the
C b, go them. B S “ | dained wayoHe!e merewaspme | Lords...";(Lesv. 2?“30) Tithing
g GOOD NEWS February 1976 . S 3
s, K B A . R
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|5 m1m “Fmayye mmm iweiygwe
Ecel. 11.1 2. “Cast me !ﬁe_watezs for msm@g_ =

lemg

Hcor 9:&,7. "M!rmsay He which soweth saanng‘ym
| reap aso 'spaningly; and he which soweth bountiuly shail. few
" @iso bounthully. Every man accordng as he purposeth in his

heart, so et him gve; not grudg| ngly. oF of necessly: for Gw
_ fovetha cheerhul ‘.gufer

e

Acts 20:35."1is mere &messec to -gfwe than 1o receive.

A*g t@ ﬁiﬁ

Deut. 16:17. "Tvery man s.ha& gee as he s abe, atCon
) @m% of the [Lom thy God which he na:h gven J'ee -

Luke 8:38. "Give, and be given unio you. - good measure,
preseed goam,; and shakern & her; and unring over, shall men
‘give into your bosom. For w inemﬂmreﬁmtyem@e
v-'maﬂsmﬁbemuxedtoyuwagan ’

) Prov., 3:9 0. Hom;w the Lorg mm thy sws:arw aﬁd’“ﬂg‘ the

Maﬁdmymwmmomwmmmm” "
’ MG:ZG,ZL "Burt tay up for ywrse@vai reasures in Emven
~ where neither moth nor rust doth comup!, amiwhaemm&g
‘not break ﬂwos.@morssea! ‘For where yowue&wers ﬁmwﬂi
~you;heaz§beaiso . o ) .
Iﬂ. :MG. "Bnngyeaﬁmeﬁm&s m‘wmesiwe?muse ma:m
mybem!mmm and prove e now hérewith, saith the .
-~ Lofd of Hosts, it | wiil not ofén you the windows of heaven, and
;—A_pouryOUMab@ng MMeslwmolbemnm@b.

3

,ﬁuaﬁamyam@wammmn mwmmm
- moumwwmwﬁmew}shﬂ be upon the earth. !

m 11:2!.35 ’nmzsﬁm!scaﬁﬁem andye&mmewv mﬂ
mreﬁmaiwnmaoldem more than. is meel; but ' tendewh o -

meiﬁeraisoulshaﬂbem&dem wmmm
sha@bewawfedaisohwasﬂ

me $3:7. Tmagmmwhﬂmﬁmh yahamnﬁﬁw
M@smmmm yeahamgfasnmm

ﬂbma

5 Snizegex. Wes‘*‘:-o*“

* frstfruits of all thire increase: so shall thy bams be Tiled with

-4,_"{:&'31,@9-.8& Tescluliomzed

-‘; ‘&uu& LOT - O

1 Tm, 8:17-29. “The rich i thvs worid <. mwwmmm .
mesmmmmwmmm 4

demm@awm
L £
. .
: ’ .

|
u&?‘ ch
| havebegLn asfar bac« a3
~ To. Me shizedex, Lew
e AbTahs & g.;a
{+eb.
P‘\v "ve'e mExes
ung 3 et g

of e Lm ‘es AT
are cithe sens ¢t
e *"i‘:sea“f‘ﬁ o

_e&c

of they trem

mm ,»a)ef* "'9“35 Lt
vs chigren age !

ceivet
he o1 %

| Abratam For e was ye!

',' 187

) wms \,,3 e lgreat

{wasnole”

| merelary Sysiem
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b , jl_ . -
' tnat Cwel n e o L gmr ohbvious ‘angDe Teasdy o ¢ cael jreat it wrgdom ot
trey asc ‘*-:mgf;" S Lermine, Iimers me gargTe | ondascer - Man
sxen gnd ; ‘ud. Tl oS1ES € L e ke
ngly NG & P Sorsecrz'en e & ,_,,:sﬂ T3Ta s mpersite | adis a ; =
1 gud 42 b2 se‘.e'a emets gut LT Ay Toerian o B
A 2ne aven e e "'aa: E T S IR T o B : arbe eamr tn
R came ans : recees 3 TN T pass ;j»a'* e e o as V3
g A '. ) igsses e EADpOIw - el RN SRR 3. tluse 1€ 0T R
Lzed sr3 's :E‘ﬁ:’ae rme nrses ‘ _‘\Ja"‘a ufv*:w + o TTRR SBSUS R Fa Yolbe N0
5 5% 2 ; ; 3 st 2F Ane e e aler of b.‘.a"'a-w
‘ R ok oS gt e ent T¥ L AT c G ME TEGm B -3:#‘_
g 3 . z zh up The resLts of : 'y BT 'st-/ eten
P 8 ""Eaz 'e‘a" ; YrSt SarED TrASe &7 ?“rc
- ¢ b a
| .
g ; -
. .
. - L
*é”’AALS
] * TRCALE ) 7 Tay have
‘. w.etsa 8% *”e’*'eﬂ 8™ ¢as
] s - -
] : L E ' ' : -&a.., a*‘
! :'., . o S0 S oatal we Al e*‘ w3 e,
i L TeIToggasCation and e,ﬂ;.anseﬁ
o g Tesiarmer T1RD 3es and
. 1 aws 4t oh fesus e icaly san
b - Mg 3.0 Y come toesc.nd o1 an-
] ruieated OUMNNG 1D @O LIET
! - L;-lmmmGQ@saﬂ*m
. ¥on we MountT | Jdesys CRist s a bvng, fnchoning,
. p;".!«f.rr‘ -;aﬂk-&-! ) anlderign Frest.God's Fisiy S;mr'i
= iV e | s wng arkd powertyl foday, and’
| DS pdteaiely ;1 e Brmexﬁ @ IVing winess < nela

Sy 1o, have | dead one thal hasn't been really
cur@sampie | @lve and applicable tor nearéy
nolthal | 2 000 years. ¢ .
N § & husts. ing aw ot e Y NO one should assme thal e
R c . [ e £ g;wﬁ @9 L Ureath “'@WY&‘:E 4 am 1] CorRe tD Jesiroy.
R SR &rc e jou Dul @ Deessag 1ra || ol o fpita [Jesus Tame nol o
e v Sied Dol U HUGHR @G T
c 1 And b nabons sflad
1 tepssand 101 y@ Shad 5 3

I tess you can read ‘a ‘specific com-
ma*’m somewhere in. the New
wrw ﬂes; r«m ot B0 away wilh me | -Tesament, God's expressed and

|
i
i
i

ye

— mals 1o Wi | implied will (and His desire in our .
urig mpabcmewk!h | ®ves, as well ag the examples of the.
werly [truly] | say wnto “m.y men of olg™) as au‘immhca’:ry

. 10 !?ve

e «z@m e we o dhaﬂe' b
o T ' T4 heaven and earth pass, | obliterated! *
' ] ne L% shall in no wise |- Gozﬁﬁmesnmneedmsp@xm-» o
et om the law, el e tuklied - | fectly 1o His chidren twice! i God®.. .~ - . 7.
| € 1¢lore shall break | clearly expresses His wil, biessas © .
— 5 - GegsEs Prews ol now Here. ;.mwz hese | iments, | His people for observing His ways - -~ - .y -
- with He&aggmpg.mmmm@mg | ana shail teach men 5o, he shallbe | and His laws, and we see New Tes- - .~
Do E ' | caled the éast i the kingdom of | tament indications of Gpd's Church = -
- S s wgs - § heaven. bul whosséver shall .Ga | toliowing the same principle;-thén
A G@@s@m«q&a& s@aﬁym ‘;.andsmh'hem mmwm we ought 1o obey ourGod. - ‘
- mi-fﬁ‘ smm'm O P s
: . - .. .. L . . .- - RN - N .
. . - N - . 8 . ¥ . - X : .
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oy

S Tpﬁ.&y- Ferw dﬁes‘f“'"mti spezk to
#i3 Chutch todsy? Notioe Hetrews
"God, who aﬁ w.n::rj times

B i mﬂgs ny wmmm aL.@ e mar:e ﬁiﬂe

+ worlgd, who being the bnghiness of
tis’ glory, and the & me&s [charac-
ter] image of his pérson, and

uphoiding all things L‘uy the word of

- his powear, when he had by | vmself
‘purged cur sits, sat dgwn on the
: mgm-lmaﬂd of
- Ivirig Chnist]. ™

: . Bia what about cc;ws&'uvrs .narﬂ ’

prrobnems ‘unique 'to .a hyper-
Ctechmcal, supsrcomplex.
nociatc space age‘?? How does
“Chns! speak 08 Church thal exssts
" in the mudst ofa rmeﬁiem word with
a 'dxﬁﬂerem sel of problems than
. thase pecuuaw to the first century?
~Has Chnst ¥ heit taerﬂmmmnﬁm\
Chngvans ultefy withoul any
"<~ course, on-farge! directon mdaw
7 The four Gospels of Matihew,
Wﬁaﬁm L@ke gnd John remm n
s painstaking  detal many s@ecmc
© chriversabgns betwsen Jesus and

Peter Buwl none is more important

o7 God's Chuich today thah the
@re guoted mﬁhew 16: -‘.Q

“And | say alsD unio thee, Thai =

 thou ant Péter, and upon. this mr.:k 1

“of he!l [Grek Ham meaning. the -

gmwﬁj shal .nof prevan agamnst it

s And | wll
" weys of the

Y

be boynd In. hesven: amﬁ

§.not ﬁep%nt-e‘"ft on Peler's pespeivs]

‘have

'emhysstym; _[a,

“fech--

' SOME POWET ant

Servants in |
human -servan
- granees. g
’ H}hem Sen

By my churgh; and the gates

ve unio thee [Peter] the -
mgadom of heaven. and |
" whalsoever 1ol shall bind on'eany | Rom 154, WTim:
vl '5:38, é1c’), Chnst's sefvants today
nscsevef mow &m‘li &o@&e on |

-,

»awv -

Hy freni

18 that
Ad mever gie oul. i was

existence, he ded, &s Christ PO
ested, m painiy! martyrgom (Jotn
21:18-19)

. And Matthew 1819 clearly poinis
cui that thoss wahom Chrnst ap-
pointad o lead tie Church guwaﬁ
-the nght, the-power and the
authonly to mazke thoss GBURIOTS 1
meCessary In gring every age of
generation snoe the God-ntented

- warming and withess I

'y

for Human beings down - |
*through the, centuries. from |
Abraharm to right now.— _ |
+  and will cohtinue - -
1o work for those ‘who ha
the, courage to step out -

- on faith and exercise

i

~

- And though Jesus Christ has re- |
mamed at the héli — He is the

'jHesai ot the Church’ tocay as much °|

as He has ever been - He has |
clearly demonsta’zd. thal His awe-|
1'1‘% could WOTK m

and through-

not volunt

278 but m@sﬁy umww'!m@
ieast al the stan: of
“You have not @hm
me, bul I have chosen . y@w saad

" your Savior and fune. - _
| How God" s Servants Have
. Looked at

As Glealy com- |

w Testament (see ]
44 Cor. 1011,
31516, John

manted in the
Mant 4.4 1L ukg

have taken a fong, caseful look @t

Eaugr '“I

Lhe Chdi T%%ﬁ'ﬂ‘nﬁﬁi aws, xwmm

‘l’te have. zreat

" BUTITETY 'CT *hat

miacies that
hcpejess "rr*‘*w“
um '“r:":mi“w

cmsamg m th Cid

i and. N
Cmends-with an ewiomahl im,es;]

aftsched ( saalnusm mage4): - /
- Singe Chnst was prophesed. E*.D, _
“magnity e lme, ang-make 1 ho
caans' e" (isa. 412 21). God's Semaﬂ_s
have sinuwen to sae how ‘tr;s pnm
-Cple wou'd 2p0ily T tithy ,g .
Returrung tO the “Sermnon on ‘h*e
Reount™ in e fith !uf’m 1 of Ma)-
thew: we have seent
Ccarefully cauponed His disoigles
tmaﬁ He ¢id not pm‘rme to do away
with God's law Now NoICE verse
2@ in confext” “For |say uto y@w
- [the Gisoiples. then.and now], That |

- exGepl your mgmlﬁcﬂwmm sha!l @x- -

teed the nghteousness of
scripes and FPhansees, ye shall |
no Case. emf:r into Ehe. kingdom: c‘i
hesiven ™ Then Jesus went night on
“io-explam by several exam;»% how
the spirtt of the law far exceeded
the letier. reguiremants,
ﬁu& whal was the '

ﬂgh’&ﬁj&

. ness’ of the- ﬁw’@e@s" Al -Bols - .

_sludents know thal the. Phansees.
~fithed, but did they realy’ practoe

s financal prnciple in-the nghl

.manner and so-fulll the fules!t *r--

teni of God's natural iaw of
The answer is a reso i

“Ngi™ Mtxime Matthew 2323 " Wzae

unto you, scribes and thansees

| hypocnies! for ye pay 8 4

and amise and cummmn, and nave

m:neﬂ the wasghlier matters of e - -

fudgment, mrry ang. tacth:
!h?&se Bughl ye to have done, md

no!l (o legve the @m’ UNgone. :
S!;muyﬁf,mﬁ@ a sackyard @Y@m' :

GOOD NENS

haey .;‘\L&lny TBIE.,

wow Jesus




'is not the most important fulilment
- of God's_financial law. But Christ

_‘éven this. He wﬂmto leave the
"+ gome few who may lifhe (probably

tice judgrnent, mercy and faith.

' hlessed for -tithing and herein lies

- dither must possess the giving atti-

. eight years of: age God's challengé -

" break dvery’ other principle and law

‘God His. Tenth. Mr. - Colgate, ‘the
. well-khown;: soap manulaclurer, ap--

did not ‘condemn them for doing

otherundone.” |, » .-

However, lithing was not and is’
not a-catch-ail printiple. Blessings
are nof unconditiorially promised )

1o the penny making sure thpt God
doesn't gét a cent extra) ahd yet.

of God, as weIL as declining to pracs
Some people claim. they are not’

an important reason. They are vio-.
lating other. laws -and principles of
God that are just as’important. Theé

--tude_and put:God first.in his heart
and mind as well as his pockelbook
- (see Malt. 6:33)., :
~ Tihing — ~ A Living Law, Tulhltgg is |
*a living, matural law deeply rodted in-

“Ih-moré - modern tirhes, John D-
‘Rdckeleller, it is said, ,aocepled at

1o prosper_the mduwdual who pays.

- tithing all- the, way.from_boyhood to .-

-+ hig posiéon as head ofa graat mul- |
- tigglliion-doljar sGap.concern. . .
.- The Bible is; simply filled with " [

"o ing Is giving 4 -tenth) works auto- -
- matically. tor fhe giver (see scripture -

;. Humén beings all down through the ' |
. cenjuries fr ym Abrahamito right now ..}
..~ and will.continue ‘to" work for )

a&renﬂy—pfawced-the—mmeigm—ef—

staternents ‘of how the living hatural
-law ol -giving (remember again fith-

box dn page’4). it has worked for’

= those who fave the courage o step—
"~ - out on taith and exercise this gmal
- principle.

" -no mistake about It, tithing is a test
; 01 faitid The first’ impulse ot our in- -

":._:GQQD NEWB Fobmdy me o -,..ﬂ.ﬁ,,

Tihing - An-Act ot Fnllh Make _

* niately - carnal; . selfish’ natufe. in-_ |

_'Humnnly we would: rathar gwx by

" hazard, hit or miss, do-it-when-you-

“ said: **If you know how a man deals
" with money, how he gels it, spends
| it, shares it, you know one of the

'vbeen groatly’ blassed for

,,toomar;y. and too’ wi
' and documented,,
- the Bible and in the etclesiaslical |
.. and secular fnakqup of many ‘na- .
" fions -in -antiquity. Ancient Assyy
< rlans, 'Egyptians, Babylonians,;.
. Chinese and Gieeks all practiced a |-
- . “form-of .ithing. :Ruleis ‘and religious
" lgaders of -those nations -either re-
-, guired or themselves paid a tenth of .
. ~their produce -of "5Qous" to their -
. =patticular "'god.”

- of_iliness -ieni
‘dropped a- -Jetter requesting ;

-the cloth e
‘was.. instantly’ answered by Godl :
" from heaveni - - ;

I'haye_ known' of others who.-‘-'?'-

-ingito the. local post office, were
- met by a parson who had owed |

—_sae—again—eaei—who—telMerﬂ .
“Something just put itin-my mind =

stantly balks at the very- thaugm

I
.b,«! “

impulse than by principle. But hap-

feel-like-it’ giving misses the mark

when it comes 1o actively support- |

ing the very Work of the Iivmg God
on this earth today! =

Monay is oflen "the ac:d test” of ,
a person's character, One author .

most important things about him.y

1 have ofien said that tithing \'s
akin lo prayer. .Prayer to God is d&1.
offering of one’s deepest heart! it
intent coupled with tha‘nksngi g
and gratitude. Tithing and giving of

_ our material substance, is exacily in *'{
. lha sdme category.

- The examples of mén w

just this ane-principle. o}

have. knﬁwn perwt

anointed cloth into their owiv L&
post box. The-agt of faith.— (N
we had ndj
nol'yet been sent -~

upon droppmg their tithe and oﬂer—

them a debt for many, many years; -
- &' person they never expacted to’

jalely . & /wr they.. .

gh "t
y6t received the Ieuer._

TEST YOUR

BBLE °

| KNUV\/LEDGE

With this issue of

the GN. the

)| editors are beginning & brand-

new columi- designed 10 rapidly
increase the overall Bible knowl-

edge of our family |

of readers,

Multiple-choice’ and true-and-
. faise questions are fealured. The
answearg are lound on. page 27.

We hope alt of oui

‘readers will.

benetii from this new fealture. Lst
us know how you like it! -+

- réct letter).

1. Whiat is the é:ﬁe? A The'his- .
. loiy of an. afcient pople’s quesl
“for a’concept of God. B. An in-

rhan 18 - ot
lgctian of

. the Oldy. .

1" 2.'Abraham was
. A" onjy the whole area of Pales: .-

tine from Dan to Beersheba,
B B the .third. heaven C. the ~

Gapable. of”

smy-
New

promlsed

" whole earth as an eternal inher-. .
- itance. ©. ditect rulershup aver
_Jhe twelve Iribes ol lsrael. -

"3, Watbr | baptism is ‘A "an out-‘
|  ward sign ot.one’s inward repen- .
“{ahce and submission 1o God.

<. Multiple cholcs (circlo ﬂw coﬁ 1

1 spued tevelation. of basic knoyl- 1

K tm 19_09! for himself. C. A-col- | -

' -apogryghal , writings
“- originatly. penned in:Greek: and -
. "Hebrew, D. A coliettion
b 8ix books(thlrty-nim int T e
- Téstament: ahd twemynseven (U S

| hadf to Iqok you UR and psy ny
bt ey

“'dient {0 our Godkin these great prin- |
" ciples it the- obednanca is coupled;'z .

wilh living taith!-

Tithing is like prayar il an act : f

oI faith i Godl As such; it is the

qnd conversmn are all about.

m?rd&piy*ﬁérsomiif}fbé A

B4 New Testament fiiual anly -

“for. ¥ firgt-century . $ “Chrisfians. .

.| ..C. nd longer a normal require-" s
Jh T spiritual’ salvalion D by
‘Experience bias pmved thpra is-

_an ‘automalit blessing in beihg obe- = '

- gprinkling or pouring.

© True ortalse(circle Tor F)

cman,

- world" refeis 1o the desﬁuqhon

oh which we live.-

“heantahd tore of what Christighity | ot ‘our planet — thie physical ‘W

.T

3. Isalah 24 -hows that: no

- +1. The Bible speaks ot.a spirit In : -
put.-not -an. immortal- soul -

“4hay tives on atterdeath, T - F" | -

.. The -expression “and ol thq .

worsmp when-dore irt faith. it is an

acknowledgmem that God is there | |

— that Heg, really exists — and that . {
He is able (sometimes in spite of all- |
autward appearances) 1o “‘supply J
all your nged -accordirig 1o his. |

- human being will suwive the next
T

- world war.

A Resurréctéd salnls = true -
- 'Ghristians < will. ba’priests as -

'\F

. “well .as kings in Christ 's coming’ .

. woﬂd gmmnwm

TTF

riches in glonj by chnst Jssus "oy




/ We Invire you bur readem fo
1. send in your questions on biblically
| ", | _orlented prophetic,. doctrinal, ‘his:
BRI larical and Christian-living 'topics.

o1 While we ‘cannof promise that all

Lo uestions will be answered in print,

we will'try to cover all those that are

S “of generel interest ‘as space per-

Lo mits. Send your questions to the

: . . appropriale address listed on’ the

‘. "B .~ | . inside front cover, cane of The
o A GoodNews :

a ] Sl -UESTION:. “chlllcus
® 11-21-22 says: ‘These

- I sy yo eat of every fiy-

‘ lng cnnﬁlng thing that goeth.
P" four, which have legs
abovs ' their fest, to - ‘leap withal

.. 'cust...the bakl -locust. <. the
", beetle. .. and the grasnhopa

. .oAn et these buge?" MK
. f _ Richtot, Vermont

L 2 NSVIEFL The first chapter of

o the book of Mérk speaks of
-John' fhe Baptist who
“lwas clothed with camel's hair, and
had a-leathér girdle around his
_waist, and afe Jocusts -and wild -
. honey" (Mark 1:6). Christ safd of .
“this man: “Among those born of ..

qreater thar John the Baptist "S-

the ones with legs
jumping, such ab |ocusts and. - (
-, aposties in the .cont@of 1

. upon the ‘earth . ... the lo o

per. ... noumummm'a ,

women there.has risen no one

,

deslgned fai,

grasshoppers. .
Many of us would tmd il hard to.
eat these creatures’ ‘Uniess WO were

~extremely hungry. But some who

have- eaten fried grasshoppers say .,
‘they are delicious. At any rate, it is
perfectly permissible according to-

- Leviticus 11 -to eal grasshoppers
" and locusts if one chgoses10.4o 80.
" (Further intormation ‘is available In

“our free reprint article "'Is All; Anlmai
Flesh Good Food?"): -

panance. Some say it -
Is & ueum.m. '\'our vlows.

pluu. A
B Vllm'»

S Parl.mhmn New York -
- Doing penance for gins is based .
"o the “idbé - that we‘peed-to do -
'somethlng fo sarn God's forglve«

_'ness, or that we can be justiﬂed by.

our owﬁ works. This is not a tiblical -

. concept.’ Romans 3:23-28' redds: "
" ¥Since-all ha

sinned and fall shart
‘of the glary ol God, they are: justi-
tigd by, his grace as a gift, through -
the: redemptian ‘which Is iri-Chris}-

Jesus, whom God put:forward as-
."an ‘expilation by hls blood, to be .

- rgceived. by faith . . For we hald
" that a man,is lustmad by faith apart
' from works oflaw. * -

.The _Bible says thare is - "ane

. -he was a righteols man. and he ate .
locusis B

‘ ‘However, John apparenﬂy bved a.

'; very unconventional, “austere par--

“desert. In such an arid reglon there
; is'not a great variety of edibles (sea
Lu ke 1:80).

" But the fact that thu Bible shows
~Rt.is all right for us to eat these
nsects doesn't-mean we have 10,
1rnore than we;! have 19 eat’ any

- s6'we do not need the lmerventsun

sonal life, (Luke" 5:33-34) in the .

“fhe man | CWJesus

_of a human being 1o obtam !tal'glva=~

.nessforoursins. .
.Christians have h&ﬁn “buried

with him [Christ] in baptism . .

5_ And [we], who were dead in m~
' passes :- ch made - alive to-

~.gether. wlth ‘hin, having forgiven u,,s

all our llaspassss"((}ol 2:12-13)..
Some try- to -use John 20:23. ta

prove that pérsons in acclasiastmal

_offices have'the power. 1o forgive

' v eus prayers and so fo
2 ‘;lanf:nont mmmuw“-
ne o

Q@ “Awhile ago yw pooph an

mediator between God and’ rnen, :
. anant God made wih them,

"(Matt 2:7:10; Luke 521245,
“spoke: thege. words 10- Hig:

+ Church “authority " He' was ' glvlng
.- them (se8 Johin 20:21) - the power. .
o disfellowship those who. .were
" dissenters or.heretics (see | Corin-"
" thians 5:2 and | Timothy 1 20)end ‘
* bring ther back into the congre .
gign upon | rebantance ({ Cor

).

" Also. mq penanaas some humans
. seek 1o impose. (repeiitio r%og vari-

) often
comd. under P category. of the
“empty phrases” (RSV) of “vainte-
. petitions™ (KJV) Chnst spoke ofin

*-Matthew 6:7. .

mwclclnumﬂnﬁm;:mpha
_sey Is conditionsl In certaln in-

:tancos. Cpuld .yuu p;uu

. #- .
o L e K,
o Bdimlh»lllehbm
;l. Yes~ certain parts of 'the pro-:
. phetic writings .are ‘condigonaly-al-. -
though ‘sqrhe. prophecies such'ds ™
"those predicting - Christ's - ‘segond,
~coming'and the utopian. millennlal
raignare unconditional. - R
'God gives man a tholos;: ,,r.we*
rapent He ‘will 'Haye meércy on.us.. .. .
‘Leviticys.-26 illustrates Jhis: prin-.
.ciple ‘It enurerates the: blessin
‘and “curses. propheésied to come
‘upon ancient Israsl %ccordmg to.°
ther-or 1 =

. The 'same concept is 1ound _n:‘
. .Deuteronomy 29 and 30: “When'all .
.these. things come upon’ you,” the *
- blessing and: the.‘curse;. which | "

, have get:bblore ‘you, and you call -
mam to. mind among all ‘the nations -
“ where' the  Lord: your’ God has -
i elurn.to the Lord

2 give'the sing of
-ven; if you retai
‘ retai




ot Hezemn (- chmn - 32:26).

cording 10 the

did not come upon themm the days

said he wpuld do 10 thom “and he
-, did not do jt (verse-10)... B
- Another example. of tho Quic:om'o Ea
‘ot prophscy being delayed by re- ..
spemanea is Tound in Il Chronicles -
.32, God had miraculously healed..
; Hezeklah of a tatal disease, "But

. Hezekiah did not-make refum®ac-
benetit done - 10 him, -
‘3r hig heart was proud Therefore

. o this subject. write for. our free' .
" reprint -article "What. ‘Wil anae

-Like in the Rasurrecﬁon?" !

Q:“vouuymmtommur}, (e 3:. '

which was located on & mail route.”

" ‘more .prosperous and. numerous . A. Nmough thuea wsurrected 1a. : latérs added W\ctuaﬂon rﬂafks ST ,
i :thanyourfathers .. .. Andthe Lord . aternal fife at the second coming of * wherever they thought appropriate’: 2 1 :
o your God will But all these curses | Christ'will ‘have glorified.immontal .~ The': verse could more accurately - o =
"0 .upon your foes and enemies who _spirit bodies (1. Cor. 15:53), they will “have been punctuated: “Truly | say ‘
if . "pérseculed you ... . for the Lord .. be abie to appeer in a recognizable, . 10you foday, you will be with me in_ -
' F ¢ will again take delight in prospering  ~ form., The disciples were- Bbie Y0.: '_[a future]’ Paradise.” . This. better .
% - . 'you, @s he-took delight in your ' recognize Christ after His mnec i conveys the trus mmnlng of’ tho
1% :"'.A‘Rthars.nfyouoboymevmceofnw?:‘ hon(Luke2436=43) , T verse. -
h¥ o Lord your God ... with eff your:  The rich man (in the parable. of . - For a more ddsliod up%anatm SRR
¢ - heart and with all yournoul" (Deut ’;;Lazarus and e .rich man, Luke -~ of this subject, request our free. 7. v
ARERA < ¢ 4 5 11) F '16:19-31) was able to_recognize . - booklets What Is the Reward of the.. - Lo :
" The efitire book of Jonah is- m .- Lazajus after they - had both been .Saved?, Where are Enoch. and Eli- -
i .acceum of howGodsemmoles‘ ' ,.msurrocted igh?and Aftar Death — Than wnm
SN - ophetsto the ancient city of Nine= Ghnst'sfnmdmmus(Mary and“ Qi “Revelstion 3:11 reads, '} am
&% veh to warn them of their impending - Martha's brother, not the same man’ coming. soon; hold fast what you'
L “doom it the@'“d:d 'not mend their s, in 1the Luke. 16 parable) was " . have, 30 that no one may niu
' " ‘ways “They' repented and.“pro- . raiséd trom- the dead 10 physical . - Your crown.” My question is, what'
gt .ciaimed a_ fast, anct put 'on sack- " life, and Iookod no dmnrom m is it we have that we are sup-
258 “cloth, from the greatest of thém to 'bﬁfom o M&M!QMW?“ QL .
L 1.1, - theleastof them” (Jonah 3:5). And. ", .Those p zlsons Whg are nm'I SR L AROTYmous, ~
L “When God saw what thej did, how  changed atBhrist's second coming - . - . Sacramento, Calfornia - '
i (1 Thess: 4:13 A7) will stitl” bg_ (A. tnme context: Chﬁsueaudms-
L -human. lsgtah1183hmthatthey.‘:ngomcfﬂtabmlmngremﬁons
IR will have chifdren. They and.their. ~ '
o * descendants will have .an opportu~. + in Asia Minor. ‘Thaey had been faith-. -
nity 10 bacoma engdandwem ; fulmmewordammmof
2 lually 1o be- “intg - spirit ~ Jesus Christ’ who said: -™. .. You . L
beings’ ai€o. For.move information. . have kept my’ wo:d and 7

cT:onied my - name ... (Bov 3:8)

values,"They -were. 1o , ooptinge 10

into- " the book.of Acts,'Therd i saiva- . 5. "
. tion in'no one sise, forthereisno . - .

mﬂn faiihiul: tothewordotChrm , :
.ﬂdlDHiamw “Wl’..dm - oy




. one of them h,
- ‘waswnd"' S R

SECRET RAPTURE I\/\YTH 0

/Thousandc ol profnslng‘
Christians have their- future
" hopes set on éscaping the tri-
. als and tribulations of this
- present warld by means of a.
_ secret rapture. This event is
suppased to provide the faith-
~ful believer with:a guaranteed

passport to his langaawallcd~'

- reward somowhoro beyond .
', the tabled “'pearly gates.” f‘
Is this what God intend.

" . Christigns look forward to cr-

does he hpn som-thlng oluv

P Inmlnd?

4 {'-by Gmrge Ritter .. s

here I'was, dnvmg dOwn the-
" treaway ahd all of &' sudden.-
"Ml the \place went ctazy.,.cars
.going. in “all diregtions . . .and not
a driver { mean it

- What was

N 1?7 A invasion lrom .
" planet x7 Th

fid of the world? No,

- was the. sacret rapture. The

" “blessed hope'' that Ghnsnans had |
" long awaited. .. . ‘
. The author further expiams-
_"Someday, a day’ that. only

«take away- all tose who believe jn -

-7 Him..He is coming to meet all true -
. balievers in the dir. ..

. Those ‘who-

God- -
" knows,- Jesuy: Christ is’coming L

mstance. | Thesalomsns 4:15- 17
“'For.this we declare to you by the
-word. of the Lord, that'we who are .

“alive, who are left until the ‘coming -

-of the Lord, shall not precede those
who .have fallen asleep, For the .

. Lord himself will destend from

~and the Thessalomans knew. that

the dead in Christ were already with .

“the Lord? The question is'more logi-
‘dally raised and answered if you
" know.the dead aren’t with the Lord.

~ (For more informdtion on this sub-
ject, write for our frée bookiet Whal

Heaven with a cry of command; with  «./s the Reward of thé. Saved?) -

the archangel's call, and with the.
sound.of the trumpet of God. And, .
“the dead in Christ will rise first; then.
we who are alive, who are left, shall
be caught up together. with ther in

Another i5 1 Cormthlans 15; 51¢
- 53:."Lo! | tell you g mystery. WG

“shall not all sieep, but we shall all ~

*-be changed, in a.moment, in the:
!wmkimg of an eye, at the last trum- .

the dead will be rdised imperish-,
able, and we
~this perishatfle: nature must put on
“the :mpenshabla, and this mortal-
" nature must put on immortalty."

) 'I'accordnng 1o tha “above’ quote, :0 Defiating the Rapture BIIIMII Af-'n
" der reading this far, maybe you are -

" sornewhat c0nvmoed as to'the ve-
‘racity of tha rapture theory. But be-":
fore. you 'get Moo, cunvmcsdf
consider the tollownhg ,

- Firstof all, there is the' quesuon of
the' “"dead.in Chtist."! . According fo- -
the raptunsts the dead saints are in,
“heaven: “We are lfold. that the mo-

all.be changed.. For .. .

" The Third Coming of Christ?

Trying to fit the secret. rapture into
future end-time prophecles is also
somewhat of a: dubious proposition.

= Most proponents ot 'this theofy
the clouds to meet the Lord in the .
air; and S0 we shan always be with -
© the Lord™ -

would tell. you that the. rapture oc-
curs belore - the great” tribulation.”

- Chns& snatches away His saints and

retuing with thém to heaven. Threa-

-and-a-halt or seven years Iater

take your. pick — He comes agam
tb visibly -establish His =

:'ngdom on the earth.. 2

“pet. For the trumpet will sound, and |-

this time

Rapturists in effect are 'speaking

~not only of a.second but a third>"

coming. of Christ. The second is for

-,. the church; the-third for the rest of -
~Most" rapturists would "

the LWOfld

agree that "The Bible is speaking of

/

two’ separate avents” (The Lale - ..

Accordm to thls 1heory. the ragr
ture is Supy 1o oceur at the last, -
trump.. Whmh tfrump is:the last:

trump? The rapturists say (The Late .
T'iGrent Planet_Earth, pages
- -140.141) it is the’ seventh and. in
) Iruth the Blblesays the same thing..

remain on eanh at that ﬂme will use. ™~

- “every invention of the human mind

.. to gxplain the. sudden - dls«"

“appearance df millions of peopie’’
A(The Late 'Great . Planet ‘Earth, |
pp. 135:137).: Co :
Those “'chosen few' 'who man*
-.ageto quality for the rapture witl, if:

- " you believe the sory, be whisked .
‘“away to a spiritual never-never. -

' land; faf: away tiont the pains,
dgonies and trials of planst earth.
.- Sound plausible? “Something o

‘ment; a believer bieathes His . Iaat

" breath and dies hi§ soul goes im- -
_saventh’’ angel bléw" his trumpat
and. there. weré loud” voices . Jn
“-heaven, saying, “The kingdom ‘ot ‘
. the world has becoiné the kingdom * -

_mediately. 1o be with Christ — to.be.
- '14c8. 0" Tace with: the . L.ord’’ (The'-
", Late Great Planet. E'arth p MO
_emphasis ours);

But according to the aposile Paul .

+both the-dead in_Ghrist adlong With ;.
“the living “shall ‘he caught: up to- -
gether with them .in

do thé dead:in Chr
“Lotd in the air”. if they

" sacret_coming of Je
e " away the saints.. Yet' mns.avent oc |
.. curs:at the last tramp, There aré ro,

Great Planel Eanh p. 1:19) But_ is ’
i :

)y

«

Biﬂ nolice what Takes place af the

seventh. ‘and last trump “Th'e'h' the -

+

W

of ayr Lord and of his ‘Christ, and -

' 'he’ shall reign for ever and aver’” c
Rev.11:16)." v

qu you could hardry call that a ‘

to rapture -

R stake your life on? According to the: -
raptunsts ‘it most certainly is: As far.

y dre concerned, this futyre .,
: sc;enarlo tar ttie saints is no spchtua! -

=" pipe dream. They dite several scip
v itures to back up their theory For

R -<—;-—. e

*-'beeh with him - ‘tace m face’” since’
“their death? And why . would' Paul
tell' the Thessalonlans that the. lmng ¥
“shall not grecede thoss; who have' -
“ fallen asleep Tthe - dead]“? Why
bnng th:s questlon upr',lf boﬂ't he

- more trumpets following the seventh

. one. It is the same last trurhp Paut -

was i'etemng 10 when he, wrote: * }n

*-a ‘moment, in the’ twinkiing of.an -

eye. at-the' last trumpet.. For the
Irumpet \mll sound and the dead

GO(D NEW“' Fqbnqry 1978




e £ ¢
LREAITY?
o wm be rmsed ampaﬁshable T _commg Fouwmgamaraum 'In the preceding chapler, John's L
‘(- Cor. 15:52). it is obwious he -3 - nahons agﬁnst Jerusalem 10 battie  descriplion of the coming pet- . !
“ - referring to the same bvent thal is. .Then the Lord will go forth and -

VI

B

described in the 11th c,hapter di the
bcok of Revelation. :

And notice what else happens at. -

th:s seventh andlast-trump: '‘The

and ‘the time for the dead 1o be
;udged tor rewarding thy servants,

. the prophiets, and saints, and those
. who!earthyname bemsmal:and
greal ..

"(Rev. 11:18). - . .
But how.can this be?’ The mplur=

<. isls_say the’ prophets and saints
. were all’. raplufed .away A%.or 7 -
: years ‘betore Christ's visible returr:

. 1o power. Yel here is move evidencs .-

. pations raged, but thy wrath came,

’

- event.

that the deal receive their rewaid at -
the severth trump and the v:sabh .

publicreiurn.ot desus Christ. - ™

- Retuming in Unlike UM if the
rapture theory were correct, then
Chiist never’ really . reiurng to the
.garth at'the time of the rapture; he -

only makes a “nedg miss.” Yetno-

- tice  thé contrasting -desctiption
. given in _the first chapter of Acts:
. “And when he had spoken these
thmgs while they"beheid, he-was

" taken up;-and a clold recéived him -

-ouf -of their sight. And whﬂe they
tooked stedfmward ‘heaven as "
_.hie went up,

geis] stood by them. in white ap-
.parel: whlch ‘diso said, Ye: men ‘of

- Galilee,” why - stand" ye gazing up-’
mw—haavejﬁ—?-hrs—samr—

' ‘"'\F“ i5 ‘taken -up .from you lmo
_heaven, 'shall so come in like man-

. ner as ye have seenhim. 'go into;.
heaven (Acts 1:9-12, KJv), .-
Christ ascended -visibly from tha

twomen[an- ’

‘Maunt of Olives: He plans to return’ "~

-"the - same- way If - Christ had. in- -

" tendled-to rapture the salints, which™

_ . includes ‘the -twelve disciples, why -
. didn't He'i

e the
* them ditferenyy? -
- In order Yo

angelatoteu

ﬂS‘l to remm “in-

— Tfike. manner,” QT
‘meeanh-—temﬁmla=notm-
verse course in midair and head

e has

" back for heavén. The prophet .

Yight agains! thoss nations as when -

_he fights on a day of battie."On that

day his fest shal stand on the -
" Mount of Qirves: whichi hen befdre -
Jerusalem on the easl‘L " (Zech, .

14:1-4), o
'ﬁup!uﬂng Ihc Rapluroa Timé-
.table. Zechariah's déscription -
~hatdly sounds iike 3. secyet, hidden
Nor - does the desciiphon
- given by- ‘Jesus Christ Himselt re-

. corded in.Maithew 24, Mark 13 and.

.Luke 21..In each of these passages
s :mponant 4o+ remember - thal
Christ is falking ginmanty 1o His own.
disciples, who laler tormed the tu- .
cleus of God's Church, .

.. Notice what-He answered in.Mat-

. théw 24mfaspcmsa to-iheir ques-
tiodi ‘feil us. 'when will this ba, dndr -
" what will be 1he sigh of your, commg

-and of the close of the age?" {verse -

3.) Had: Chnst bebweved n ihe rap- -
ture theory, He -mught 'have .an."
- swered. this question by, siahng that’
. thia-tirst sign of His Eoming would
‘ be.one- s¥milar ‘ta what was dee
scribed in-the beginning of this. ar’
ticle — ga%mkdnsomm people
" migsing. el¢ teaj, Hé -spoke of
false_prophals, wars farmines and
. .pestilence (verses 4-7):- Then 3
verse 9 we read: “They. will deliver
vycu [Chnsuansl Up o, cnbulatmn
th—and-you

" be. hated by all -nations _for” my '

name’s sake:" Not only does Christ

- neglect lo. meption @ raplyre, but K

He.even: says that some’ Chnsbans
. \mll have logo through {nbulation,

 The apostie John amplifies thig in.

the-13th chapter- of the book of

* Revalatiof. In speaking of the future - ! some - secrel . back \ Sl e T
“beast” powertratwouldoneday i Tie whole worid is .gaing 10 know .
" hold .sway over the “earth,- John'
wrote:-"And the beast-was:given n - {8

muuth uneﬂng haugmy ‘and

o einrc:se aumgnty .
“monms [the. great iribulation]. .
Also it wasallowed to make war an

“Zechariah said of this momenious - . the- saints- ahd to conauu M
evam. Behold adayolmal.mds (Rsv 13.5 ?)

o Gooonem Fd:ru:ry‘lﬂ?ﬂ

e [‘

“rimimediately atter the fribulabonof =~

‘Mthwmfimgmtgiory (um S ‘

" the. following’ verse_ “"And he wat -
. sand, out- his |

wcubmotsodscnumhsm, RN
mofe - expheit. “Then' the diagon -
. {the dewil] was angry with- the~ {
- woman [the Church], and went oty  ~ - !
mmwonumumwwc o
“spnng; on thase who keep thecom- =~ .
.mandmenis of God and bear . - 1
mamonyfoJmus (Rev. 12:47)::
meChurr:n 15 lobaraptwedbﬂore S
‘ i tnbulations, what ‘hap- - = . .
pened ¥ ihe tanniil mentoned n . - Y
'\ the above’ wrs&’ﬂowwmm R
mnssedmeboai’? :
" A Visible Return. Tho Ohwet . =
" Prophecy goes on:to show what. "\ 0]
’happens affer tts.great Inbulabon: .~ .

‘those ‘days the-sun will be dark: .~ ..
.ened, and the moon wil notygiveds . .
Bght .. mwtmﬁ\ewﬂa_g

me&nofmmheaveﬁ andthen” . = ¢ -
ulminbesdmﬁ‘aananmme PRI
'8nd.itigy wi see the-Son of man .
‘commng. oh-the clouds of heaven

,24:29-°30) U
Bufthenmwmlhappeﬁsmb S,

Cwith.a doud ot T
" trumpet cail, and they wil gatfier his:
elecr [(God's-Chuich.or Chnshans, -~ +

‘see | Pomuvz,commsam o

" .and-Romans 8.33] fro [T S T
-winds; from one end hamnto* o
mmnm verse31) v

ummunofgunqiommhy?']ﬁ St

nboc_:t“umuarm attering - event

h Whn! ‘God




- Are you. ashamed of Jesus

Christ? Ars you alraid to men- -

- tion His name in converss-

“‘tion? Is Jesus Christ at the

"heart arid core of yeyr Chris-

- tian {ite? Or have you rele- .
" -gated® thawname of Christ to .
. the reaim ‘of maudlin, sent-

| conversation? .~ -,
o bvawnKnowbq o

cséumeco!me

ar W

S o mi sntx!gmeranm

. ,._-'otmuﬂlheSmdmaﬁobe
ashamid, when he comes.in e
' glory of his-Fathér with’ the holy

- angets” (Mark 8,38). -
: ., These powertul- and mdtming
- woias ol Jesus Chusi of: NaZar

S you mr;q your Lord and. .
- everyday; conversalion?. Arg YOU

- omlﬁnassed by a’ DISCUSSION TON-
carmng Chost. yourVHigh Poest. -

S&msm ptgy i ywr ﬂm!y llfe md

- act:wy? R
~These-aie ctméalquasim Lo
B Psmesxam“ 1o-talk. abom

T hving entily Who occupies a cefilral ‘-
[ oo part m your. -ile? Why shouk). pio-
" lessing . Chiishans -sgquirm al- the™
: an of their lovmq e‘dor bmthor
aith?, .

‘ “0 Messiah

. mental, mushy “"”9’9‘"" '-f‘phasnze the_importance of the
; person of Jesis§ Ghrist to the Ghn§»
{ tian! Words alone are not suftigiest.

"o ‘magnity the supremacy, the glory -

‘on him. the

E “over. dmhgf ny -8 hine- reslaurant?’

. .earth He wrole, '
.15 CHRAIST .
lotally pxeoccupwd wilh “Chri
’ :uesus Lnns! as mough He weie &

~ poriant. than to preach

auy of. etema& deaih which:all of us
have incurred {John 3: 16). He is-
the only hope you and i have of .
tmmenajlty :

"I there is no resurrected Christ —

vain (see 1 or 15:12-20). Anan
irom Christ ahrehgton is mean-
ingless, There is no way {0 overem- "

ano uage mganing of Christ to those.

who' ‘wouid . -fultil  their ummate_
humandestmy' s
Paul taught that, . God has "

‘highly - exalted “him and bestowed .
rame which is above
“gvery. name; that ‘al‘the name .of
. -Jesus every khee should -bow, in

_heavenahd on earm and under the

T gann; :and every thngue- ‘confess
s .thal -Jesus Chnst' is Lord, 16 the
U, - giory of. un the Father:’ (Phd

Tnow who do not’ ad(nowledgé

. th - transcendent supremacy of -

Jes,us Chnstin every sphere are not
‘Chn‘snans al alil :

nsu:emared_
‘who ever walked the face of the.
‘For- 1o me to live -
b (ﬁm A421). He was ¢

Paul was, 1n a sense; absessad wulh
- JesusChiist!- “Nolhing yas miore.im- .
Christ. Paul
wrote 1o -the Connthyan ‘Chuych: -
“tFor- | decided 10 know nommg

among you except Jesus Dhnst and
hnm _crucitied” {t Gor.

pvegchmg am'i doclnne N .
~ Paul,; the other aposlies; and the

’ _eany first-pntury - Chiistians were

-~ conscious .of & mntimunb living

"!'5“0“8hlp Yﬂih Ja&us chrixt»

then your faith is'in *

- There is nothing 1o {éok Tatward to "

“The aposue Paul was pemaps < oam the way. and the I, and the..

Athrough our ‘Lord Jesus Christ\

lhrough the vehxcle of the Holy
Spirit. Jolin wrote: “And by this we
"“Jnow.that he abides. in us, by the
.-Spirit which he has given us”
@ “John 3: 24).. Chns! acluaily takes
up residence within the Christian life
. through thé Holy Spmt’ Paui wrote
. that *“Christ in yois™ is *‘the hope of -
. glory”- (Col. 1:27). -Apart from the -
indwelling of Chyist there: iERO’ hope.

but oblivion. But with Crinsf‘thete 5
_#eeverylhing to hope for! - N
What Makes You mgmom‘?--
humar being is righteous in God’s
sight of and- by” himself. It is the -
. righteousness of Christ iHat makes
@y of us' clean. We are all sinners
withoul excgption: All of us have’ .
sinned and have faﬂen short of the -
‘¢ glory of God. We are all doomied ta -
_.pay the. ﬁenany for our sms which is
elernal -death in ihe lake ofgfire -
(Rom. 3:23; 6:23; | John'1:8, 10, g
_ elc.), We' have -ak been consngned -
1o elemal death by our owr sins .
ainst God. . - o
z!gBut God fas ﬁrovﬁedﬁayw o
which we can be made fighteous in
spﬂe ‘of ourselves! Christ

id; T

" Jesus Chnst We. can ail’ be made _
nghleous There isno- other way!
But exactly-. how does. git of thig'e’
" work? “Just how ‘are_we_saved. by
- Christ? The answer is: we are justi- -,
bedby tajthvin Chnstssqcnhce' R
“We L 5 t9id in.Romans 3:26 that -
Goq 1usm:es *him who has faith in.
Jesus." It is thraugh Christ that we.
" obtain’ acgess fo God's mercy and -
*. grace. Thal is why Heis “the way''l"
Thetel re, since. we are ]usmzed

. Through him we ‘have-oblained sc-
" casslothis grace in ‘which we stapd
repu:a in
God (Bom S 1-2

“#hd : of ﬂ*q gluxd .
;)’ Gooonews .Fubmary ors




i_b \

Chnst and Chnst alone. |s the. everythmg Paul said “He is tha ‘

source of our salvation. it is He who

.
&

]

.]'_

" source-of your life in.Chiist Jesus,

is working out God's gret purpose - whom God made our wisdom, our .

on earth. That is why h called
the *‘captain of our safvation"\(Heb.
2:10.; KJV). Those who would be
saved must be willing o recognize,
acknowledge and admit that Jesus
is thelr “'Lord’ or ' ‘Master" so far

rightectishess and sanctitication
and regemption” (1 Cor. 1:30). Any .
rigmecu!sr)ess the Christiah may
possess is not his own, but iSe 01
Christ. 4t is Jesus who sets us apart
- (sanciifies us) .and buys us back-

. as salvation is. concerned. There is + from -certain’ death (redeems us).

no_ other. door through . which-.one * We' are purchased’ by His blood -

'may pass in order to oblain mercy, - (i Cor.¢6:19-20), Our future is m-

]usmxcanbn and ultlmately. *salva-

. tion.

Law—koeplng Savas No Om One
cannot .be. saved, for example, by
the law. Law- keepmg makes no one -
righteous -~ ““For no human being

" . will be justified in his sight by works

of the law..." (Rom. 3:20). The
law merely pomts ut-what sin is-
(verse»20, last part). ‘‘Whosoever
committeth sin transgresseﬁ also
the Jaw: for sin is the transgression ,
of the law" (I John-3:4, KJV). The’
law simply. convicts all of us of sin!

We are condemned by the law as.’

sinners. None has ever obeyed that

. law pertectly but Christ. “‘For God .

has eonsigned ali men to dispbedi-
—ence)/ amemyu
all” (Rom. 11:32), .° -

The law, then, can da- no mom.
than identify sin for what if is and .
condemn: us ali. for committing”it!

. firely irHishands.' ' :
" Only One Modlglon Jesus Christ, ,
not any human being, is the head of

the Church which is.His own body “-8eek aut feliow Chfistians and as-

(Eph. 5:23; Col. 1:18). He leads the
- Church through the Holy: Spirit. -
\There is no. human mediator or in-
. tercessor between God. and mad,

" “For there is.ohe God, and there is. -

~ Once we have broken the law; nb, .

Logd's"’(

amount of futuré. law-keeping can.

.undo the ddmage that” has been .

done. Law-keepmg cannot. make
one righteous. i cahriot justify for
past sins. It ‘cannot save you from:
lhe penaity of past violations.

-, Christ gloriercan do that . 'f ;

to the Lord, antl if we die, we dig'o -

or ‘wheth Hi we die, _we are the
m. 14:8).
To the true Chnshan, Ghns‘l is

GOOD NEWS Fd)ruary 1976

. ohe mediator between

2:5). The Chiistian’s relat!onshlp‘

', ‘with God and with Christ i5 a direct "
‘one. It is not. "mtered" throUgh e

men.

ouf’ ‘actions and-our. sing" iri this -

physucal lite, 1t is He who will judge

“the_sectets of men’ at the last

- some is' (Heb. 1225, KdV). -.

. around the‘world For turther infor-

Gad and
“men, the man- Christ Jasus!' (I Tim. -

-We afe. accountable to Chnst for”

is'a very imporant and necessary
part of the Christian life. We should -
_ not forsake.‘the assembligig.of our-’
" selves together, as-the manner of ..

Christians are expected to ‘‘come
. together” in corigregational meet-
ings (! Cor."-11:18, 20,- etc.). We
are 1o meet in the feliowship of
"Christ and the. Holy Spirit.”Where '
“two _por three" are gathered to-
geth “ip* Christ's . natme He, is
“among them (Matt, 18:20). When-
ever possible, those who have been *
- begotten, by the: "Holy. Spirit shottid -

. semnbile with tHem:in worship sar-
- vices. The  Worldwide' Church of .
«God doey, hoid weekly' ‘services’

mation, piease see the box entitied
“if You'd Like To Know More" on
page 29 of this issue. ‘
Saved by Christ. The ‘Christian -
must, /nremal.'za hlS beliet and_ his
faith in Christ. . God first calls the

- candidate for the Kingdom, brings ..
_him to repentance and baptism,
“then gives him the gift of the Holy
‘Spirit, Once begotten, the Christian

. walks in “newness of lite"” (Rom.

" day. Ng man should bae allowed 10

_ness which ‘will be, granted at
 Christ's returh (Rev. 3:11). We must:

maintain a direct, personal ‘one-on=- -

one relahonshlg with:"our. Savior!

Ceitginly Christ has His ‘true minis- .
" ters (servants). put: there is no true .~

“Vjcar ot Christ’” in’ God's scherne .

- of things accordmg to the Bnble

" _Christ's hahds: “It. we live, wg live .

" the Lord; so then, whether we' live

A word -of quahf:catuon is neces- . -

sary at thls point. Tha fact that gach-

~..'6:4). Now his life, to use Paul's’
rob us of our crown of righteous: .
~uint Chist
_ Jesus Chist 10 save him. He knows

_-in Christ's shed. blood*that he can
be justitied for sins. He looks to.no: _ ..

hal, ong= ..

. phraseology . (Cdl. :3), is “"hidden"".

He trusts impliclly in .

and believes- that if%is only by faith .

other soufce for salvation. His con-"

fiderice is in the Son of .God whb : ..
“lives 1o make Intercession for the '
sanms (Heb. 7:25): He‘knows that -

i . We .are .now justified by his .

-blaad much_more . shall_we be.

on-one ralanonshlp wnh God, tioes. |

*not mean that we should -isolate -

ourseives . as: lndeuats trom the

. Christian . community. It dogs nar,’

" imply thaf we should. become “in-

depeqflem" Chnsﬂans Fellowsh:p ’

o s i K

o . -1

" know' that salvation, in the ultimate

e ."\

saved by him from’ the wmth ot -
Gﬂd"(Ram B9y i
Thosa who have - God's Spmt.

_sense, is a yet-future event., "For it
while we were enemies we were '

RIS IO
LAY D!




‘!‘he Oﬁices md‘l"ﬂles
| af lesus Chnsi

God. "But ox the Son he says, Thy throns O God. is for ever and
ever” EHeb 1 f) r
b . A U
Mediator. “And to Jesus, the meduator 6f a new covenant, afid to
the spnnkl’ed\blood that speaks more gracrqusly than the blood of
Abel" (Heb. 12: 24) ’ :

King of kings. .
. those with' him are called and chosen and tanthiul" (Rev. W 14).

Apocllﬂ “Therefore hoiy bretﬁren who share ing heavenly call,
consider: Jesus the apostle dnd hagh prrest or our t:onfessron '
(Heb 3:1). 3 " g ) Ty )

Deliverer. "And so all. lsreel wrll be saved: as rt |s wrmen The De-

liverer wiil- come from Zion,

he wilh namsn uﬁ%odhnass rrorn Ja-»
b"(Rom 11 26) .

'b

Hlsm ' Nerther be
Christ” (Matt. 23: AVES y

capiﬂp of
things, and.by wham hre all»rhmgs in bringing, many sons um%
- glory, to make the'captain of therr salvanon penect mrough suﬁe
’ ings" (Heb 2 10 KJV) T Y
' ‘( “ rl

A ngh Priast. "Bu! when Chnst appeared as a mgh priest of the B
. good tﬁings that have corne

" (Heb. 911)

fo counndlor For o usa chrlrbis born, tous a son- is grven and thé
- govemmem will pe upon. hig shoulder, and his name wibee called.

" Wondertyl, Counselor,; Mrgmy God Everlastmg/ther Pnnce of
: ﬂeaselélsarg-e\ : , : L

. For he is Lord of Iords and ng of kings, and a

called masrers Ior you have one master me A

s;lv:tlon “For itcbecame hin, for wham ara all

; HIm
: portant than- Jesus ‘the Saviorl He .-

: reconcrled to God by the death of

his’ Son, much more, nbw that we..
are reconciled, shafl we be saved
by his life’’ (Rom, 5: 10). The blood

- of Christ "CIeanSas us from all-sin’;

¢ John 1:7), "Wé are reconciled to
God through Chrést but we are not.
yet saved in the ultimate sense. We
look forward 10 receiving the,prom- -
ise of eternal lifé at the. resurrectron

.- {1 John2:25;1 Cor. 15:51-54).

Gad's Plan. Al of this Is uccordmg
to God's great ‘purpose. it is all. -

- done in accordance with a pre-

ordained pian. That purposeé ‘is
bemg worked . out under. the per-
sonal direction of Jesus Christ.,
“For he has made known 1o us in
all wisdorhv-and insight'the mystery

ot his will, according to- his pufpose

which he set forth_in' Christ as a_
pilan. for the fulness of time, to.unite " B
_all things inhim, things in heaven =
and things on earth" (Eph. 1°8-10)..; .- "
Jesus Christ is at the heart of this . W;

pian He-is the focal point of it. The -
entire purpose. of- the human cre-

. ation of “God is to ‘be_found in -
‘Christ! Therefore, o trily have ranh

. in Christ (and all that: that implies!). .-

,‘ is to have etemnal hf9€ To be -

- ashamed’ of Christ. ta mrmmlze the.

importance of His' rgreat oﬁrce fo-

- place Him anywhere bit ir the very~
« center Of your thrnlqng. rs zo re/ecl

Nothrng and Ho o‘he is-more" rrna
aloﬁe helds the. key that unk:cks ,‘;

the ‘door- to gternity for-every humaﬂ
bamg that has ever lived or- died--

C s“lor' 0 “mus‘ my true chud ina comiion mth Grace and
* peace
oxe) ST R

1 Judgi "And he mrpmanded &s 10 preach to !he pédple and to .> N e
" testify that he.is the gne ordained by Gad to ba iudge or the lwinql‘ SR R

andthedead"(ActsiOQ)r.‘-";.-, TR PN I

'Lamb ot God "The riext day he [John the Bapnst] saw. Jev?us, 1 ¢

g - oming - roward him, and said;:Behold, e’ Lamb Dr God,
“ lakes‘awaymesln onhewndd!“ (Johnl 29)

;»om God the Famar and Chrlst Jesus our Savior" (Tllus .

. Advocate. “My litle chidren, + afrwriing this 16 yois 60 o that yc@ _

we havé an advocate with the.

may rot:sin; hut if any one does sin, \
(& John 2*4).

Lo Father, Jesus Chrisr !he righleous .

powerotGo& E
one who has raim‘.

-
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. & regular G feaglure- The' bssc:

theme throughout will be to.demon-; -

V | strate how the Bible nsdates“fo mod- g

) .ﬁm l:fg md soc:ery
" aopfcs relating o ywr‘pormnai Wo

; and.to. problems-and. mm the.

. wyrd ion any: given subjbct, nor fo
*‘cover it-in depth, but rathr fo’ pt
c vide fogd tar ﬂmugm from

ies.pankmg (Ot anyhmidpunm.yl‘ - MAaT
- ment). s instruction. —: unless it°is.  inCHide
p:ecedsdandacommxﬁedbyw“ mé _

'otrmupms "ChurcthQddoesnotm‘

'gwing 'memdoes howw oweapmcom v

v, dant o7 thd ordinatlon “of - ‘the m

m«m} Pmdlh irid Aquh,
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MR ARMS!'RONG
- SPEAKS
.IIAMAICA

Herberl W Amm:org inatwo-
“night campaign at thie National’
" Arena in Kingston, Jamaica on No-
vembeL 2% and ‘22 brought the mes-
sage of the * “incredible human
" poteritial” ‘and tie recessity-for I
-God’s govemmem to be %nab-
H“sred on earth.
Tre ius' mgm He pcmited om
that ‘the' qumber-one provlem facs
: ﬂ ing rankind is survival,™ nccordmg
“to Cﬂarence Ba.s regional direGtor ;' 1
of the ‘Caribbean- Work “Then he -
. went on'to explain what man is and -
“why: mandoesntknowmeway o -
‘- peace.™ Thé second night Mz, Arme
) sifong_gomiad out that the. estab"
:lishment of the K'mdcm of God wiit
tmaﬂly bnng "mankind - peate. ‘He.
spake for abgut an, hour each gight. -
- The. xwﬁ«mght pe!sonas appedr-
ance Capped & week' of activities | ;
: dumg which: M. Armstrong met
awemm-{}eneraﬁ Flornized Giass-
.. pole. and Mmaster of . Educahon
", Howard- F. Cobke, M- Afmstmng
. also. addréssed a natiohwide radio
audience vig afy smemew on a gov— -
remmem-owna(fslaxson : o
E Mr; Staniey Rader, general coun'
seaf tor. Ambassador. Coltege, said
7 the audience respénsc 16 Mr. Arm-
slmng was “remarkabie.-He emer
raponeﬁ “‘Both evenings therg was:
L @ tather umque relak:c-nsmp -estat;
hed. hetween Mr<. Amxslmng aried
his -audience, the fikés of which-1
hawe never expenenced iri alf’ the,
rnany 9ears “that 1. have accom-
panied-Mr. Armslmng in hss speak
ing engagements. - . 3
H He_was r&peatéﬁiy nmenupled

“rligh " Janigica’ wcu&d be 10 tmm io, ih
- ’Mf .__‘xmng “wds. . received - by : momem,mat one’. Was- hgarr
Sundayn Ntwembeg 16 The Gove'_ m-GenefaE Glasspoie. . .




N . .. .
swgcieﬁ o su*’h trying Smes” 'oe"s wr aternate sewer sauTes
My Raceracded “Thegovencr-{ o'“”"‘ eted the '\'ogramsw energy.
- generdl feit that Mr. Ammstrong was - Comments from Seralrs Huber T .
| pacly nesved in Jamaica and that ‘Hyrphrey of Mrnescts and Ropert

Wi ACUG picve 1o e of Inspiration 4 De'e of Kansas. 2 Depanment of - .
*Oﬂapev“,.e . Ag muue ‘eoonom’s!, siEe and

. Earkerin %‘eweﬂv Aw'mi GF: rational whea! groaers assgciaton

~ g@ind his parly had beer rece eceved by . ciicers, and fammers from aticss
ar oz:se_ i ’mms'er ot e"k,a« Pe: counly were” feglured in tﬁe

farmprogram. v .

- tion - ) .
. "Will Be Back. Ints Gomments M. i,  Several loogl mn ‘eTs e mem
' Rader 10d *rgau roe, Ve bers ©f e Wordwde Churence!:

vte ceomt g cav e s.éJ angne | Godh gy Teen NSULMENE! (T pIe-
'§- |, scoytng - prograth shoctng oo

- THEL £le; m‘i aniy ~7h'cu gh tions-as faf gistant.as Texas ant-

-t the ums s mimstey ihese, But - Montana We plan to continue ut-

- @iso, mmugw ihe Ambassator mter- - -Lz g »a,..ab»e Sericenis sae
nai Cultural Foundation,. me and money jn-ge! ermning I
_— M. Ratler sa'd, may-serupa '.besﬁ ipcatons o record the: Jar'er
| - ctoperaye. educa‘llcnai pwgyam - fed Amsm}ﬂg program. Present
| aith nre Jamgvcar gmemmem . plars call for additiona! ﬁmgxams

- L -on ihe amms race,the. jusenie [us-
: ,i;ce system, ihe end of aifiuvence in
{ Ametica’s way of ife, and the Gues-
ton-of e m the universe. The
gre in: the tesearch - and . Wi
’ !ageandafeseito: pessbae re- }
L ) note videctaping Pians are beihg | .
o Tne Garrer Ted Arms*rcng Lle- | formuated for up o thrle quarters
_cast fias begun it§ Dew $eason over., . of this seasons snows io w made
" appioximately 100 U S mﬂdS& Ca- - dnipcaLm
nagian TV stalions Whai. wu are. 7 adﬁztsen 0. a:@ducwg :he
.seeing now afe pregrams that.” ~ weerdy grogiam, the TW.crew fiew
- .started with  ressarch and video- ',the Video Pod o Karsas City o
.- fapings on m:mon seve!ai rr.omhs recoxd My Amzst*@ngs Ocicper
’ . sorial apaeaiance o1 gxs%cxad
-‘usene;imasaﬁ&mnuw :
Bpecial mraggm,ui ihe Umted“* :
B Siates S . o

,'mm pr@gigm w@ vigeolaped .3t
- thrée jocatons in, ihe. Bghersheld ©
-afeé “detaing. the Americdn.

Saxme:’: &@uxeeze bemeen fisng .
* produclion costs . gmemnwm ,men- ;
““ferenice i, the mdtkel pigce; nd

. ‘-‘wnwmwﬁmm!orsheapzx :

, nﬁeed A ammﬁdam&gh Ao say ., hitieg prmm mese&opscs
¥ that.im'the Jadt 30 yelars never have | Inlerviews with - governmeril, ényi- - NS
.wmwmﬁewmmm mmwmwmyex. ' 8

. mn waws F&wm asw




New Z“a""ﬂ s a land-of- lush.
,,,me pastres, wouthlisd lakes
- and crcacaape ‘.,mm am alps.

purcant hydroe ectncity, geother-
nal SiEEm PUWST, amci ovar B0 mil-
4ion’ shegp In a naton. of thige. -
milkcn peop'e — benehis like these .
help make Mhe COUNITY $Bum fike am

olated, peaceful haven lal iro
mé &3t of the hectc. workd. Byl it
forturately, New Zzaland Tias. s
“share of smkn@ . and asease.
. mmﬂeam m!ﬂumﬂ zbrot« 7 1@4;.
and divorce.

- The W@ndmda Churth 01 God g~
fimly esiablished n - Nea Zeaiand
- and is dedicaled 10 1eversing Wese -
-downward - frends. in - s SO,

E

- Wwe are having 4,0115'&&:1,«;1)‘&: S ]

cess n pwclammrg ine 1»—Luuﬂ
.-Christ and the wonoertul wond -

4 morrow.” The Churcn T.ab QI -
' and nc‘r exﬁerds’ 10, S«E;x‘:’:ﬂ €oigie

The Early Years.,¢vn e

Jam:‘l is a small c& un.;r, Ay g

bebr ab'e 0 ewxpEnrnent i g NI
tional scale with ‘rary RHSHETE)

~'_ meﬂna-da o pcmomc '

131 _»d Xm;*:-; haﬂ

“Readers’ 3
from the s‘!au, R
. v-mwﬂnmn m& ﬁb 1 X

. shoots: Sag:‘n@m ) &nmgy Crisis
.:program at, -Cajiforma. ot fiolg |
. (abovej,- @ﬂw ‘talking mrer sdnpt
mm pmdum (beéfaw}
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New 2 ea;f’am

v'_r"er:fa 1ato Dezan:
. New-Zeg'srd, and
tas! began 0 be
- @ired 1o the na

.sévgral differen

B

N canhs. In 1972, we experimented
" with puttng the. Plain Truth. on

" mewsstands 1n e major cities for a
“trial pefiod of $ix months. This was
o guite successiul, but an éven more

- Ahsmg the Plain TruthAs
" large -quanities. T{ese are geliv- "~

m,agaz;re These &
further advert S‘ﬂg CWENCUS TS
GoTRl - NeWSDEDers. ar*ﬁ Regoers’
Digest, quickly doubieg the New

" Zegland Ty, st 'a D’CT‘ n
1570 ShE

Then gmowﬁeY ﬁy amc Ii.m"
cpened up In 187 L, D

Tre .'.cr. To-

morrow o1
Ower ahe years.

sueng s heard nightly over-an
‘Auckland stalion which can be -

-hegrd  througholit mw&n of lNe“

Zezand ina sense, one radio Sla-.

G0N pIOCIRIMS. The wfmess io the-
-enlire nalon.

Newsslands and Houu‘holder

effectve door opened up — an idea

- winch has proved to be the most "

successful 100) for thé Work in New

- Zealand This: is the post-office ap- -
proved adverﬁszng met?“od of usmg
- h@usehpmder cagds:”

. A sroia, mumw;azeg :

s' along wER .

rations have beer. |
© ysed. At present, Gamer Ted Arn-,

’ Amns‘tmng o umeres*ed P@m mm

_reagers.
The fims, one ‘fifled “Herbert W.

-Armstrong —- Ambassador for -
'_Wcmﬁ Peace” andme otiver a Gar- g
Cner Ted  Amstrong pers:mal ap- -

‘pearance campaign, have- been
_.rshoam in- a number of cilies. The

- results -have tbee-m quﬁe encour- -

- aging. An averagg of tive io-ten per-,

. cent of our Flain. Truth reaters. -

. (sozrneimm as .high as 2Q percen?) -
Chave urmed .up to - see the films.

. Many of these pa@p‘a returmed for
- foliow-up Bivle’ Sluddw Chun:h :

gefvites. T ¢

Bustiing With Activity. Asa fesu.a“x

of these many mmws “of geﬁmg
. the message’ ¢ul the New Zealand

‘Work has dgvelapeda suiong and ..

TR GNRMNGS
EHTRANQE to -our office in.
Auckland New Zaafand .

make it pessn»ue for anjone, any-
where in New ‘Zea'and 0 have

_somme Church contact at ieast onbe. .

a month. ‘Chuyrch a Hendanve. now

- .#verages £00 awweek — and we . - .

have ive additional. strengih of =
3,500 co-workers and donets.
" The Piain Truth and, Good News "
magames ﬁw -New, Eeaaﬂ& and

cthe  Pacilic islends are pnnted T

_morithiy’ al the press of New Zea- .
- fand Newspape(s Limded, in AuCk- - -
dand. Mail from the . South Pacitic
*igiands, inciuting, Fif, Tonga and.

."Weéstern Samoa, 15 ail handied by S
the Auckiand ofice. E:wh week, .

. ¥ ered by a special

" 10 every. household o\

- given - arga: Al ‘the ousehoﬁde#

.- ‘needs.do:is. write hig’

i : anki address-on m,es s:.arda a«m zetum o
T itpus.,

©Inghevery home i the nataon”

hername

in Septem‘be! 1975 we sem ﬁui

- the final consignment of half @ Wil

fion hodsehold cards — thus mac&y

-Films. Dwrmg 1975, anothel ampot

. tant meihod for pramoting the Work
- _was put into action. Since the Gar-

e i

. pey Ted A‘rmstrong ﬁeﬂéwsaon pm-
gram-is unavailable here, we hiage

msﬁcm!&mﬁmdm

'yenw mmmﬁazw‘md

"-»"‘_Gooawz.ss Fatrm ‘976 I

solid foundation. . _
- The income ’mas madea&eady

and_echnomic woes it 13
good 15 percent incre

Church, TNW s s%ﬂ werthin®

" New Zedjand” a$ well.as for the

: Ham ruth, Neads i GuT NeRTDY

fc sréas of Fiji and Tohga. -

Aumand dfﬁ;e ss cux!emry
]

: sh"mgh@ui ihe @mmiry Yhﬁ
seven woekly churches  and S .

g 1,000 letters come ifto our -
© pos) gHice mximmouxeadefs
" annmual increase — despite nbation
" are requests |

,'gwq

#monthiy oulying Bible sludies now.

Most o g

JMan’s mghtmare — & pue Wowenngy .
owev‘*i%and-a—hw miles inte m L

Yes, néte in New Zea&amﬁ atiny,

_ far-Hutig comer of the woid, God's
T Yo TS e pICCHITeG a5 )

BSE— mapca-aﬁu%_“ (R

¢ M aﬁure Lastyear 1 T T
DUt faiting: Wﬂmt,sem ot - .
. w&iovﬁh@am@w demsof mail. .. |
-=Ssacwd one” on lop oisanciher,: .

- these: peces. wouwd form A -post-
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] SE— = = EARLY CHRISTIANS were r6-
j ‘ - served i expiicdly depicting Thnist,
- ¥ N ‘chossing instead such s,frbws
: ¥ , C&s'the amp.
B B » ¥ A
L ' / 1
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E ngomm y
‘Oh.ego,e—,‘

- £y mmake
‘«th:»TScﬁ 2 QYG-&'&I’ _mage: oT 2m
anytmng: ‘fra:i i$.

g

de'meeaﬂhyawxha mim-a -§
doan o them of sene ‘mesm uaa L N
the. d_nnﬁ WM Gw &m a WS - :

A gé:‘iaaﬁﬂasi D
ove o thousands of ubse who lowe
e g a(eepmy Waraamwis“ SR
(Ex 20:4-6). -
- can'y m@gsme w’hy some-.
. &emm“’ nations am.:ﬂ o @fmss over

TN

wl . ‘ | - Ly
. - ] L
3 , - '_‘ ““swu@e
E i Ikeness of
- 5 - hesven above, or wa:‘“ ‘
8 - bemeath, Of -1hat
e B
:  Gad
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‘ _ T R
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- ¢ e @YD Pau@:anmu‘_:f
e - - . - agesof Delty.
\ . . :ﬂ 195& .Nmodmadea&"@&w
. - i A sucoessiul movie on the- e of
s ! : . i . Brioses and the emancipation of
o ant,eml israe cailed The Ten Com-
S ‘ ‘mangments: A Tehgious epics_dre
. - ever again in vogue, they ought 1

" history and cail gﬁ The Ten Am
A

D i would, @wcs how cmmw
- #rough the centuries has paid

: Amakeawmxemm history of the -
- posi-New- Testamen! erd of church

" mach ip and Ktugical service 1 the

na o‘! !Iﬁéi—c:“?hefﬂrr
@mum s, of 1ead soime of thelr res Sl
erature. You. will find p&eﬁy w4m - S

Rovg gan . ... . God- had more-to. ¢
aymﬂwsubﬁﬁm images ater |
the lawgiving-al Sinai_in case any-  * .
one in Moses' ddy missed the point, -
G@d i0ld- thie” lsraelites nearly 40.
years later: “Therelore iake good -
head 10 yourstives. Sinte you Saw
o “form on_the’ Gay lha!metom!
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male. the Ilkehess ot any beaat that
_ Is ‘on. earth, . the . likeness ot any

|- Wilnged bird that flies In the alr, the_

| likeness of anything that'creeps on -
/- the ground, the likeness of\any hsh
that Is.In the water under the earth. .

¢ - And beware lest-you Ift up your

eyes 1o haaven, and when you 8ee-

“. the sun and the.mogn and the stars;

@l 4he host of heaven, you be
. drawn away and worship-them and
. garye. them: things which the Lord'.
_your God, has alictted to ali the ppo- -

ples under the whole heaven"

. (Deut. 4:15-19).

And In Dauteroriomy 5, me com- « fhe.modern

- ."mand against’ idolatry. is repeated

mandments. . . .
© Two "don'ts, . then. are c.on~

" . tained in-the’ c‘,ommandrﬁent‘

1% don't make iimages 10 represent’
.. -Deity; 2) don't use Images of any-

" thing, whether God, man, or beast

.. for purposes of- worshlp ‘and vener-
 ation. .
But today — ln splte of Gods

"don ts'* ‘about lmaqes — there are: -

..'many protessing Chiristians who do
" Ingdrporate Images in thelr.worship. .
. Why e how - this ‘has gcome to.’

L pass;‘would, of course, be one: of .

‘the bubjeclh of the- propqsod rell-
,gious
~Aet. l'
) lmaglnary movie would opef some:
';llme between 70 and 120 A.D. Un- -
: ,,fortunately,

‘ .+ .rians 'use’ metaphors like “Curtain’
g d” to- descnbe ttl'le
“thi

again with the rest of tha Ton Gom-

Docmgpl Dirkness, ' Our

“_of of God aré censpicuously.;ab:
historical matenal iar .
T Vthe seripts Would be:sparse. Histo:

o 'th:a‘ “ehuréh. iathani" to- prove
 theirpoint. -
But Catholic and Orthodox schol- .

ars:Insist that-*'the. practice of ven-

. eration of images has' &’ distinctive.
and,_continupus tradition in Chris- +
. tlan History" (“Images. aneratnon
of,”" New Catholic Encyclopedia, j
vol. 7, p. 370) That' the tirst Chrig-
‘tlans -had any- sort’ of prejudice
against images Is labeled.as fiction.
‘They appeal to drchaeology for
- support. . 'The use. ot images .in
- garly Christian worship cannot now -
e reasonably quéstioned in view of
dlscoverles of. arch&&-
ology“(lbld p. Aty . ,
- Who i right?.
: From the avidence avaﬂable it
‘saems the truth liés someéwhers in’
betwaen ~The , sarly, centuries of

. ‘ehurch hlstqry are difficult to untra-

"vel. The young fdith was threatened.

~from® wuthout by persecutlon and .

. sometimes divided within. No slngl&
eccles:astlcai authority_prevailed of

., was universally recogmzed

in- regard” 0. images, . aichae-
- ological - mvastngatibns ol -the cata- -

. wombs .do indicate that . Chnstaans

.weré potraying'. scenes from tha.
‘Bible’ as early as the second cen- .
~tary, AD. The subjects. depicted -
were; Old T-éstament patriarchs and -
“events and New “Testament, saints: -
-and marlyrs: Buf portraits of Christ’

_sent. Instead "'Christians . . .at’ fivst
represented: Christ by symb@l
a.lone._ the fish being. one of ‘the
*‘most important. The Greek lettars, of
thie 'word “tishy'” aré the ‘initial le

Act il: A Double Standard? By the
third century A.D., however, explicit
- depictions of Christ' were - being.

made, And within another century

images -of Chriﬂt gaints and maltyrs
were’ commony used 1or vener—
- ation®.

.tlans, “church,
theologians were, viqorously con- .
‘demning pagan ldomry in the.
gtrongest tarms. - -

- At first glance this’ w0uld seem to’
‘be- an incongruous, ' hypocritical
. posturd. But to them, there was no
**contradiction, fo. double standard

Invoived: It was all a matter of ter- °

minology. To thern the word “idol”"
'~ had several different meanings. -

1) An idol coyid-be an image that -
* was considered 16 be-an actual god
‘with miraculous powers. ,

2) An idol-could- be an Image
represantmg atalsegod. .

3) An.idol could be’ an imego

representing the true God that. was

K used for ‘edification and InstrustIOn

~ but not tor veneration. -

. 4) An.’idol" could bean 'mage' R

representung the frue God that was
used forrveneration

Usually early chrnsilan !heola~ "

glans had definitions 1 and 2'in’
Amind’ when writing’ nbout idolatry; -
heéy didn't consider images of the

" true God to. be idolatry. Yet some..

. . philippics wgra 50 -sweeping- and

'y alixinglusive in their comdamnahon
it seefng thelr au- :-;
_thors had the 3rd. and 41h de!ml- P

" of_images- that

of the. words | ug}sus Ghrlsl. Gi
' lor | 3

- M,cClan

we: have
pec lation, and
mi tew lacts: in.
onstructing @ doctrinal - scenario-,’

L for the tirst 100 years of so affter. 1he

h was

. r
"f tainly oppose Usmg lhem for

B veneratlan They. are Yond of ‘quot-
“ 'statemams made by n number

s . Iy, admits'the New' Cathalic Ency-
.f’clopedla P

Htaugh the, Ages, p.

symibols’ of Christ were' made,.dry~.
‘clatm. that they were actuall used
Jin. veneratlon and worship Is largely .
er of inference and not hard
origal fac.. “Wery little was’ wiil-

it should-aiso be: pomted out that .- :
whlle images. of biblical heroés and -

[: mége. '
pay worship

" At the same time ih'tage verer- R |
- gtion was spreadlnn among - Chrig- " '
fathers. -and ., .

3

view"’, ..'Howcanmeunseenﬁod' “
,,' be sculptured’:‘ Nay, -it is- the. likes
- nesy of thysell hat thdu makest and

about the veneration of images "

during the ‘early period of Christian-

.. Litlle is’ known about
the doqtrlnal basns of veneration as.

. bracticed . by Chrlstians"'ut that .
71),

ﬁme" (ol. 7, p.

‘Worshippest.™ - -
.- Glament’ ot,AIexandrla f
220): condémned : pagan dols” as'
noming more ‘than _representations
.ol d@mons and then asserted In h
Pratrapticus “Byt we [Christian
have_no serisible.image

o of sansioi




B B matter, but an image that is. per-'

N .. whoalone is truly ¢ God.”
§. . .7 . Origen (185:c. 254) In’ Comra
.~ - Celsum, chapter 76, wrote: ‘‘In~
%, ... sane’ would be the rhore- appro-
. priate wold for those who hasten to
- tomples nd' ‘worship images or ani-\
S . mals as. dhvinities: Arid they too are’
. B .7 notl¢Ss ihsane who think that im-
_.0 ¢ .ages, tashioned by men of. worth-
“'less and sometimes most. wicked |
E character confer any honour Upon '
- genuine divinities:" (Clement -and"
Origen’s Opposition to art extended
. beyond. the issue of Iidolatry. They
S debrecated amsans and ‘artwork as
: awhole) S
’ Tanuluan (c. 160- 230) took to
' task those who, seekingdn excep-
 tion'to the Tule, justified images by
~§ 70 -0 pointing to“the exdmple of Moses
‘% - making a brass serpent (Numbers' -
' el zr)t‘He argued’ that ‘the- second '
oL commapdment was not nullified by
" thig incident: He concluded; “Make'
-~ -notany likeness in apposrticn to tha
" ... :Law .uhiess tp you, 160, God have’;
.. bidden it (De Idolatria. chapter 6).

T e - ‘He might ‘have ‘added also that He-
o K7 ‘zekiah destroyed thebrass sérpent

: - severdl venturies fater because Ju- |
- dah had taken to, worshiplng it. wrth
incense ()l Kings18:4), ..
- wtoitis Aficuk 1othink that d pagan
o ,would hdve appealed 10" this' ‘ini<
-+, cident in thé: Oid Testamant." said
‘the English sc:holar and jecturer Ed- - -
, win'Beven.-*'Who cbuld it be-except ..

'IUSnncaﬂon for -the- maklng of pic-’
tures ‘and images ‘in the: Chnstian'

‘.and being loth that an image of a
NP R © caived by the'mind along — God :

- the Scriptures, | tore it asunder and -
Hsome ‘poor parson.”

- baptized in the name of Christianity.
. The testrmony of the early church
“fathers isn't’ uhanimous in favor of -
- imagery. But the dissenters were. .

- Their words. carried. little weight,
-and their arguments were rejected’

* .~ when the doctrine of image vener-
‘-ation- was crysidlized saveral cen- ‘

', @:Christian”who wanted .to_find"a"
. Empiré. Images_of’ Christ and.innus ",

man should be Hung up in Chnsts, *torms as_the image worship that
chlrch contrary to the.tgaching of -
.- -pire. Having re;ecred Old Testament
advised thé custodians of the place ™
to use it.as a wmdung sheet for
) .. of their own ma.kmg
Sq there were some who obui'
jected.to idolatry. ‘overf whien it was' ' excesses to which. [image worship

~was carried. In 726 Byzantine Em-

In ‘754, the Council of Con-
‘stantinople. under the aegit of
-Lea's successor, condemned idols
in churches, decreeing that “if any-

“outside of the mainstream:' of
thought ‘on this- and - other issues.

lours.. . . the substance or- person

.of the. Word {i.e: Christ]j which can-

turies \ater. .

“Act Il Excpss Lnads to. Ionmp

clasm. By the elghth century,’ rm»-'

age worshrp was. quua the reugrous
~ ' ernal"

kG || you can't lmaglne why
somo denomlnatlnm«avdld
"or-gloss over the real .

-econd commandment, -
Just wisit one of thelr -
cathadrals or churchcs,
Lior read some of -

; ‘thelr literature. -

-.But the- |conoclasls Iackad broads' R
ibasad popular sypport in the East, . .,

And they had even less support in’

8ror Theophrlus in 842
Upllmng Al‘lhopgh ill-fated,

rage ,:_partrculariy in ihe Byzan!rnﬁ

Ky

‘Merable saints multiplied. Rituals, li-....

rituals, the image" worshipers pro-
ceeded to install @ muallsnc system ‘

been resurrecteg:l by ‘men in such'f

swept through the Byzantine Em- .-

Finally, a reactlon set in lo the

peror Léo Il bagan to destroy-icons.

one ventur@s to represent in human
,ﬂguras 'by means ‘of maferial co-,

'not bé depicted, 'and does not_ .
Tather confess that ever after the, . '. .
Incarnation he [i.e. the Word] can-- .

" notbe qeprct‘ed let him be maths .

" the Wesl, where-image, veneration .
."was.more restrained:anyway. -The * .
lconoclast:r; movement was finally. -
‘ suppressed “after the' death. of Em .

et IV: Hermenesutlic. Hulr-- B
: the, *~
';"._‘rconoclasts did :prod the..chuteh '
S0 Cinto formulaﬁngasystemanc doctri- "~ +
. nal justification.for the.. use of - -
. .ages. One of the. s!aunchest. o
. defenders of image véneration-dur- .~
ing the. early years of the icgnoclas- .
tic uprising. was John of Damascus.. .. 7
‘Although he \ig" not.'corsidered a -

T .l‘rurch?“'rﬂﬁiymayvspwb)
.« . Chufch Fathers. Not. Unanlmous.
- Two incidents trom the fourth cen-
e tury AD: indicate'that while.images.

.ing.~there. were still those who -
- -objected. The famous chifch’ histo- ..
+ - rian “Eusebius. (c.. 260- -34Q) re-:
... buked ‘Constantina; sister.of -
. _Gonslantine. when . she requested -
" . frormn him_a . picture -of Christ. He *
conSrdared such imagery 1o vrolata
-the second commandment; -

:bemg credlted wrm suparnaturnl
. ‘powers. e
-.in the ghurch. were then proliferat- .

 deed, couldn’t be'— based Upon or

_tutgies - angd ceremories. Giew: up
.. around them. The icons. were gven :
., used then.— and now.—

» This:state-of aﬂarrs represemed a.
supreme doctiingl irony for ‘Chitis
. tignity. ‘As- the- aposlle Paul 'took -
great pams to point out in sevaral of
--Ris’ eprsties Chnﬁl preached: some-
" thing better "than*’ ‘a_religion. of nl—
~uals! He revealed a way of In‘e in’
~ whichi piety. didn’t have to-be - ins,

second commandment "

. tiop's of the fathers." Fle. declared

cominuous practice from thg
‘egrliest- {imes: But,

““.that vereration of irmages was: d

T theolegrarT of the fitst order, his ar: -~
. .guments typity theline of reasoning
=10 fational-. . ...
‘-ide’image veneration- in- llght of: 1he R

- dohrl argued for. images by’ ap-‘,_.f_ﬂ 2
- pealing 16 "histoty and the “tradi-~ -~

BTN

‘as we have‘;-’“:"' -
‘seqn, thete is Im.le evidence either. «~~ " -
-in_artifacts or ﬂocuments to bacx e

7. And " Jerome . preserves a,lener
" phanius, bishop, of" Salamrs dnithe.
. . records that.at Anablatha he saw.
.+ “an image of Chnsl or of one,of the
- salnts; |-do -hot riuhﬂy rémernber. .

dated 394 AD. ‘writtén by"Epi-»-

whose the image was Seelng thrs. .'

measured by ceremonies and phys- - _thisclaim. .. ™
ical- deeds such m sacrmcas and
sehecumicision. . "~

The - concept ol nghteousness
through rituals and ‘ceremonies |
died ‘with *Christ. Unfonunataly,

down thmugh&hc; centunes it hns

" What- abou: sérsp’tural proof -
_then? Here’ John of Bamaacus '

-bases. his ‘case riof’ $o much on the..s
- Bible — but largely in spite of it! He . .
mdulged in some hermeneutic harr-'-
splrttmg in slatmg lhat New Tesiav.,i o

e sooansws,, Fouuuy rsm_'.j__'j‘-f:




observe all ten of the Ten Com-

Thus. !ellowmg this ling' of reason-

i roings adultery remamsasm SSdoas
murder .

But the . socond commandment

largely ceremonial » .not" moral,

corqmand against ldolatry has a

7 technicaliies. of: the command (no

: " images 'whalsoever. - encompass- -
i, ing definitions 3 and 4) are jullahd -
S : . vpid. fot Chnstlans wc)rshlpmg I,he
e ©.% 0 tueGod.
b T AR " 's conclusuon was Yea.cheq dn
©4 7ty epint - of New Testament

. Uspiet ‘of New Testament theclogy
' which — ds explained éarlier - dis-
counts the need of ritualism'to be ™

bulldmg their case, they dispensed -
o 2 *." . wijh:the "‘objectionable’ Old Testa: .
DRI v (o ment ceremonial lw only: 1o ingfis -

me

<.\ an exirerns, the coungil aglabhshed
the thaologlcal ]ushllcahon for. i

th ven&ralmn

| belibved, ai*worst. But Christign;
- hged-have no qualms as’ long:

God’

lack of blbllcal proo! for this
ﬁnﬁwmbemmpé

caeded 10.deling. two. Kiri
glous wmshlp mvolwng

Lo ment Chnstlans were Tiol bound tc

mandments .Chriatians,.should ob- "
-serve, ‘said he, those articles that .
t:onsmule lhe moral, or-naturdl, law. -

-, .and hence subject to revision. The.

N s valig spmtual principle behind it
o (don t worship false gods — defini- -
C tions 1 and 2 given darlier). Buf the -

aology Actually they missad the
-accepted -and saved by God. In' ’

“dte'd few, cererrmial iaw of thurv

lpl'Vanulion Dgﬂnod A: Iora ,
mal doctrine of image 'veneration - .
~'was. gnunciated. by he Second. .~
‘Coungil of Nicasa-in 787. In effegt '~ :
admimng ihat Fﬂaﬂal’s hﬂq gong 19 ) AI o

‘ Epnoguo God" ln the. lmm of
» ~Man, End of the movie - buf not *
- the- argument! Although - largely. -

.- 'ages- and-Jaid’ dowrni gu;ouqd fules

—.but'to the. parson or. delty i tep-
regents. - - %
Thomds Aquiras gave the doc

. w of imaga veneralion ifs fullest -

anation .live _cenluries. later in’

" 'his’ Summa'- Theologica. The wor:,
"was. arbitrarily. reckoned to-'be " ship due God .was called: latria,. .
+' while. the hamage due .la distn- ¢

guished sainls' was calied dulia. it drt

was agaln stzessad that the. worshnp

given an image reaches’ and termi-

nates. in the pmson ~or God !epréo
sented. . i

Subsaquent to ihe Helcrrnahon,
_‘Proleglanls :duspensod ‘with ‘the it~
. ual and fubric surmundmg images, -

' ‘pamcuiarly ot samb But mosLeon-

« finue to sanction images and’ pic=
uresof God. and Chuist for xehgibuq

. ms:mchon and edmcahon

1 Jo W—

Thq pmblgm ol ponrayl
‘God the Father is that-.
m one knows what Hu
“tooks likel “No'one
.has ever seen. God"
{J@hn 1.1 8). And no-
portulﬁ oC
chrlst oxbt.

et

‘avaiding the pitfalls of ritualistic reli-

v \ , S

vm&ﬂyrs‘ Fﬁﬂha,r. me council made N
-, clear that-the: veneration of images

-ig.not directed to the image per s6.+ s sought fo represent Christ ‘as He =

Y N prlG!QﬂCB

wuhbeardanapaned hait. Thg N
artists. of the fifteenth, een;ury BRI

- walked among men. . . Each artist '
_ gives' his own . mterpretahon. snﬂ‘ L
" thus we*have infinite.diversity . . L

“The Protestant church . BT
. jscied the harshness of the crucmx n
“#nd the_Man of Sorr%t ac- ..
", cepted the sentimental. Une
1pal Christs of 19th-century A

. .whlchddno!carmctly inters . . ..
 pret'the persan’ of Christ or ‘the .. . - c]

" truths of the Bible: Thesa popular . . = * )

© painters: have tobbed Christ ot His - - .. :
 strength and Tnade Him a sweet, -~ . .

"poelic; nineteenth-ceniury ads- .
“thete" (McC!mton.op Git;, pp.. 15,

123) | :
‘Does: aﬂwork byﬂsvery nature . - -
mghly subjective — really honor: o,

.and sevve. Christ?” Or are_these .. -
" works' only creating @ God and’ . .
‘Ghist afier the mngeandqmagmnoj_' e
" tion of men? - AR

i Voinoo‘ﬁ\dv Wmhlp uc"

~'The' second ‘commandment, ‘a8 ~. . .
- Shakesg hi -say, i “mera"_.., B
" "honored in . lhe ach.than inthe . .:' ... ...
. obsefvance.” The venerationofim- .. -~
agesnfdwimtyre&ksmlonmehm,} S
rdck of-lhe ‘Bible but the sandy . = !

 foundation of human. reasomngund""" e

At has. Ied 1o dastonéd and une’
" gcripliral concepts "ol God - who "0

t'we ought."not Jo Think | .". i§”like o
/' goid; of silver, or signe, atepresen- © . -
“4adion by the art ndnmaganabon ol :

an lrndge an ‘idal depends on: wha!»
ut.represenls and how it'is used, As™ .
‘ noted, earlier, tha. church.: mmers-;;
" didn't- hesitate 10 ‘gondemn pagan
" idols because- they:- mpresanled
~ false-gods. dt best, or demons, they
s

‘their images- ;epresen(ed tha m. o
Undeleued by sn ovarwhe!mmq

* Christian_images; thie' council-pro=; "©
e)lla

mages
. 1) adoration due only 1o the God: -
* head; and 2) Tespect and worship- +*

“+ glon with regard -to idols; Protes-;;:-,-
tapis still beg. the qubsuon Should -

‘God' and Christ be partrayedat all? "’

whit He ook
rsean God'* (Juhn 148, 5:37).

Christ

Ilke :
aouggn to represgml its or his:ideal.

%I The " problem- of; pofiraying’ Godf
the Falher. is thal:-no’ one knows:
Jikel:"*No_one. has, - BN 7

tidsn eyewunaﬁs ‘portrails - ol,;.‘;:,»‘_,”_:~
| .-(--The earliast porirails of . .th
inst, 1!1&1 we- have. were made &t -
‘lelst @ century after His resurrac: -
ion and ascens;on And "Snmo

'racg and; éach arhsl'--ﬁ:-f:, pris e
Beginning - wiih the tlassic beard- | e o

mssyoutho! Homan ar, wafhen
!ul honor accolﬂad to saunh ancl havo thg Byizanhm rmmuon-
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TR .‘,"Wldowhuod is one of the mnst
b - shattering ‘axperiences - M i
. © - can ever happen fo a: woman. - -
N IS . it leaves her alone, sometimes -

_ N :mmmm:s,mgm

: N ‘geared to married. cbuplos. N
R - vean take' as long as:two nm o
y . fgr a'new widow o tully adjust
X S 1o her'new siatus. Some (such
I as the happy oid woman on
R -_the facing page) carve oul
e " new and productive lite alm
o - But other widows have special -
nt i, problems that can only be al-.
. _hmlod by the'cgre and con-
S cem. of those ardund them..

- -7 The Bible plccu hnvy dm—
o - phul; on_ the C
L

1




qumamed&soanasyou you shau bnng forth all the mhe
“why bother 10 leam how to. ° [tenth] of your produce i in the same
type?) "llmweuyou - o year, and Ly it up within  your
IS [N - his wife — she's - :wfyshooi;up Then when the inevitable . has | iowns.andtheLev:te because he .
o .'.r‘\" - . Three fine kids: with no father. Not - happendd, @ woman may have * has no-portion or inheritance with
L much e msurance “morigage pay~ nothing 15 fajl back ‘on. She may .. you, ahd the sojourner, the father- *

EEREE B DS PaarHenry Gonesasudderuy e instos
o SR R . was dreslly fine guy. ‘thewaob can
CL T + . §-+ - neighporhood wil miss him: And

W FRNE U - ments sky-high — she’ll have to seil - have nom\%':d resources 1o pre-  less, and the widow, who are within
BTN NN KRR [ the' house, problbly get'a job. But - vent her from sinking below the = 'your fowns, shall come and eatand
R S TP sheatways ‘was a_homebudy. Poor * poverty evel, Although she may  be filled; that the Lord your ‘God
Sl Cof s ., thing = ws'lihmlohmherw have served: as a.wig and . ‘may bless you'in all the work' o!~

- mother, .this I

%ne S A dwork&nusuaity your hands jhat -you. do” (De(R. -
woutdfoulmmsup - ot 100" welly]

T - W Sy thn 14«28«29.*5&&;00&5 2612 13)..
RO Can mtamomer Tellow so soqn; - “Hone. " . *God also 10id them: “When you
R g 5 SR it would beawkward Mayba she'd . Perhaps 100 hr' ‘to work as a raap your harvest in your field, and _
B - T DA an;aybrfdga with us girls some sve- ' clerk ot ‘waitress and 100 unskilied have forgotien a sheaf in_the field, ..
S L T . ning. But. honesﬂy. *['d reglly. Teei . foromce work, she-inay find herself .~ you shall not go back to get it; it

Sort of Junny ‘having her Hround . in the middie of thal awkward age shall be ‘for the. sojourner, the
| whenFred.was home. I'm net'the " = ‘between wellaré and\ \Social Secu- © -fatherless, and the widow: that the.

;ealous fype. at all,'but | kndw how ruy And perhaps ner husband "+ Lorg your God mayfleass you in all

"things are with wdows add you “prolected’ her from \hejmanciaﬂo the work of your hands. When you,
N ean be mocala{m Maybeshe "dfit  defails thal might havé haltway pre- - beat your olive trees, you. shall not

\:p at’ rhar’btg psn‘y wm gaing vo . pared her for this turn of evenls ~go over the boyghs again; it shall’ . |

‘ : ! Dows God Want' Widows to Sul- . be for the sojourner, the fatherless,. .

: “ter? What goes through God's " and the widow.”Wheh you galher R

. ming when | iooxsdewnandsees Ithe .grapes. of your vineyard, you -

565, SoCiely’s callous disregard for the - shall not gieart it afterward; it shall*

a8, L widow's phght? Oid He rea\!y mean “be for the sojouiner, the !amerle:‘i, '__j,‘i\‘
forthings 1o be this:way? : andthe wdow' (Deut. 24 19.22y7, -

6f . Today's soduely 15 Iar frof G When Israel rebelied trom . -

1 ordained — God cannol be blamed . obeymg ‘these. laws, “Gad roundly ©
he.!'raw deal” s0. many. V\(ldes ndemued-them. — . especially for - -
God. says He rs ar Father -Yorsakingr the widow. He wamed in %

lsaiah 1:23: “Your princés are re-. -
-  bals and companlions of thieves.
" Every . one ioves a. bribe-and Tuns -
_after:gilts: They do:not defend Iﬂe
_faihedess -and the widaw's.-cause -
++does not come to fhém." He threat- -
- ened vangeanc;y)n those who op-

;. pressed the wi and the’orphan
- (Jer. T:6). lsrael did noy repent of .
‘tnese sins; and ‘evéfituhlly was™”

P IR I ; fardmnw

ostie Paul 10 insyum
. chugch “if-a.l
dow has cmldren arn grand« N

[ -their .

(17 4, 8).
] gny behevmg
_..‘muno;}wormnhasrelamwho

G000 NEWS: February 1976 '




. ;;

-.

‘ Bl
are widows, let her assist them,; let
the'church not be birdened, so that
“it may assist those.who are real wid-
ows’* (verse 16Y.So Christians
foday have. an oblligation to help
support close relatives who are wid:
ows if they are at all financially ca-

- pable of doing 50.
in some countries such 'as the
United States, programs like Soctal
. Security provide at least a minimal
income for widaws after they reach
a certaih age, and in some in:
stances provide chiid sugpon But
 not every widow will qualify for this

[

Christian ougm to be wtllmg to lend

a comnpassionate ear.-
Helping Widows Reenter, Soglety.
Once a widow has- adjusted to life

alone; she still must.face a ‘wond
that is geared to couples. The
woman alone today is considered a

* fifth wheel, athreat. *'The prevaiung

‘as:.ustdnce In such cases it may be -

necessary fo! her to rély on the.

assumption is that there is 'some- -
thing wrong' with any ‘woman

. alone'' (Patricia O'Brien, The

church or some other charity for -,

“'suppoft And even though a Chris-
fian diready confiibutes toward So- .
cial Secunty, ‘he should alsb’ be:

'wm:ng to contjibute to these other

programs as hels able.
Emotional Supporl. Bul wtdow*'
“need more than mere financial aid.

».Dunng the lirst weeks and mohths

- of widowhood, emolional suppostds
also debperately needed. But
" people willing to "‘weep with those

who weap ' (Rom: 12:15) are rare -

.indeed. -"*Sotiologist-Robert Fulton_
raised thus prob!am in a confererice

on widowhood.. ‘'Whom can you. .

turh to wrigh you are-touched by

“death? he asked. His discomforting
answer was, Therd .aren’t very

. rmany people who are: prepared 10
. come 1o your assistance either so-.. -
 gially .or emotionally. In fact, it is -
~ sometimes hard 1o fihd anyone who -

will even talk 1o you about yauq

“loss' "

York wimanrMU

" Inc. 1974.p 139). .l

. But such tistening, can, be a
_greater, gift.-than “any., amolnt: of
money one could give: “Verbal re-

ALynn; Caine, Widow," New ;
row-&-Corm|

.‘ '“petméﬁ' eventually dulls the- hcr»

‘rendous shock ancugh 50 that it
can be Idged can’ be: accep!ed
Tallung-heips us ib less tragic ’
situations; but even then listeners
tend to resist, People scofi at the .
worman ‘who says, 'Lel me tell you.-

" about rhy .operation.’ Why‘? Ba- »
cause T m t
. fortable Vulnerabie.

_intimations of mortality are fright- -
ening to most of us. Our fear out-’
. weighs dur desire 10 help”. (:b:d P
139) Bul a genume practiclng

.aliy gradually but systematically ex-

Woman Alone, New York: Quad-
rangle/ The New York Tlmes Book
Co., 1973, p. 70). ,

When d man dies, his wifa is usu-’

cluded from her former social.
relationships. Unless she has
formed a crrcie of trisnds entirely
her own, after a time she., m&y “be
left out.in the cold,

This is another area where Chris-

-fians-have an oppertunity to help: it

‘break out.of the ’ ‘couple”

thiat family living .-
_ creasingly ndrmw crampeéd ‘and.

may ‘be uncomfortable. at- first o
rat, but;-
as’ Margarel -Mead -suid: | think .

frustrating unless married cduples

"open {he doors of their humes and
- bring some singles into fheir lives..
“Opening the door of trigndship 1o
the widowed, the divorced ard the :

never-married would bring'a ':amtly'

~ |. ing "'books.” The Christian Bible

. will become in- o

hlessed relief from the daily repeti- B
“tion pf the same themes “and the

_-same con:rovers'nes through' the -

welcorne diversity of other views
and - qther intergsts," This will nqt

faccur until married. women gam
. courage- and ‘have -enough faith ‘i~ "pm

_theit.own worth'1o. welcorne other

: ;dgwswm f:
than sex ob;ects or bores Y (Cama.

-woman as friends. «(And until their

AN-568-Wi

nt.‘

| Saveg? makes - piain this basic

Ilulllplo cholce

1-B. The Bible is a FBVBlE!lIOﬂ of -
-basic knowledge inspired o' God -
1 through human instruments.(see
Il Tim. 3:15-16; John 10:35;

Iy

Matt! 4:4; Il. Pet. -1:21). The
" English word "'Bible' is a deriva-’
‘tive (or anglicized fafm) of the
Greek expms,‘cn biblia, ‘mean.

is composed of. sixty-8ix books -
twenty-seven in the New Testa-
v ‘ment and thirly- -nipe in the Old;
compare closaly with "D} Ger-
tain apocryphsl, noncanonical® |
books are. not included i most,
) trsn'.lahons‘ rite tor our ree ar-
ticie¥'Do Wé Have the Complete 1.
Bible?" to lind out why! N

' 2-C. God promised the whole, '
world 1o Abrafiam and his de: .
‘scendanis as ‘an aernal inher-
" itance (Rom. 4:13). The booklst
* What Is the Reward of the .

-

" biblical ruth®
. 3=A, Waler Bapusm |s nn out-
ward symboi of ‘one's Inwsnj re-
- péntance toward .God. See our -
tree booKlet Al Abour Warer
‘Baptsm. .. )

. True o Isise. - ,
1-T. Ses Job 32:8; Zem 12:1;
1 Cor. 2 H 14;

al50 request. .the 'free bookiet Do

Ypu Have &n Immonrtal Soul? .~

ately:.""'What shalbe thesign | -
., ot thy coming, and of the end of -
 the vmrld?“ (Matt.: 24:3.) But the.'

"English word "'world” 'was trans-’

-op: cit.; pp. 178- 179

A younger widow may aigo real!y
apprecaate ‘the ‘opportunty- for . her
‘children 10 he able to have 'some:
‘masculine'companionship. ‘A- Chris- .
- tigh family shouldhbe stable enoughy -
o share itseif with those in need.of
embtional supporl — without. the :
_bpecter ot jealousy o peﬂv.sbclal
ccm&deranons infervening..

A

‘The aposile James:. wrole" that v

uR

mm& -
Sugh belors God: and the Father is this: o

Wﬁe’“@@f ‘W*Réa’aﬁsvéﬁtmﬂs T ‘ﬁw,.‘ S

" vigit orphansg and ‘widows i their .

-affliction™ (Jarmes 1:27). This sort of -
. thing —
whatfﬂa! Chmu:nnysﬂlmn Lo

the widow — B'C”

Tlated from the G:aek word .aion

which means:'dge" and has. |,

-] .been so rendered by 8 number of,
';eompetgm uanblelgrs Planet

permanem and vital placs in the
' umve:w(sae Rev: 21 and 22).. -
| 3-F.igaali 24 shows thal there.
10 will ba relatively “few men et
" {verse - 6) after this great period
. of-chaps. ’s all explained in our
R fyea reprint entitied: *'The Com- -
- ling Utoplia — WOﬂdeful’WOﬂd ot
 Tomoriow. "

Ezek. 18:4,20; { '

2:F. The disciples did ask Jesiss |

earth (ihé physical giobe) hasa 1 .

- higs méde us unto out God kings
" and. pw&s:s g, we shei! ralqn
omheearm S .

N
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- K A  scripture which has DUZZ"W “ The term “bapusm for‘ma dead"
! o '; theologians for. centuries 'is " is used only-in'l Corinthians 15 29

- s i.Coripthians’ 15:29: “Why  Paul does not telf us what he has i =
v 1 B then do those who baptlze forthe - Fon " mind; The Corinthian' church obwi-' o
o - .} ' . - dead do what they do; if there is . ‘. e _ously knew what . he‘was referring *-

N  definifely. no baptigm- for. them?" = a THE S to, ‘bt history :has not. recorded .
oo .1 .. - (Author'stransiation’throughout) - - — . - their krowledge for us, Several pos- " .
o N One scholar who cataloged all of - g n ”  sibilities would fit the, context of 1
¢ RN R the varioU§ . explanations ‘of this N " 4 Corinthiang 15.  ~ . - C
1 . vaerse overJthe tenturies counted R ... Some: have: suggested that the_,'.f‘, N
- o over two hundred! Sirice he wrote, .~ . il e o ..~ passage has reference 1o'the resur-" :
~ several more have been advanced. = -7 A ;-' ;7 et teclion, which, iggthe hopa of the = “ . .
. Many: aﬂempts to explain‘the verse = . by Lestor L Grahbe - ,\' dead, Orie could bring thatidea out. ,_' L ,
Lo o " havée beel mgeniﬁus ‘Many have . - 0 . by the follawmg ‘paraphrase: "Why :
o - § .07 had a great gal of merit. Yet there " him. Onlythen isthe pﬁrsonreﬂdyfor ‘then: do those who baptize With the e
: S X I . sno consengys among scholars on " the ceremorly ofbaptism Which sym-: .hope ofthe déad in mind — which. .~/
g Lo “, .+ the meaning of the passage. : = - - balizes this. ¢hange of- hte through'g_- is- the resdrrection > do.it,. it the -
o) S I " Does this verse. alter. the’ undera " faith in Chrigt. .+ dead aré by,no means raised?"" ' .
. ) . ) ) stamdmg of bapnsm in‘the New Tes-. . - Any bapfsm’ wh;ch :s not pre-.-  Another explanataon whacn -has*
.«»! ‘.U s .1ament? Does it teach “'vicarioys - ced by thy proper. prerequisites is. . wide’ appegﬂ is-that Paul refers ica

bapn':.m "? Do schclars have to . mvahd The pgrson may be doused; peculiar vite carried out bya group co

. dgree on the meamng ot Conmhl- - in the watér, b\t he' will not receive :in . Corinth.” Thls group’ m:ght ot - B

¥ ans 1529 beforg we.can prqperly " the" H ly.. Spirit (see Acls 19:1-7). “.-have had anything to' do' with, 1he

. B A Lo understand Christian baptism?. . - Such bapt' m g camplatelyv -Church since Paul says "lhose who .~ °
" EEEE R Boqulrimén%s ifor . Bnptlim Bap~ " worthlessim: .- .baptize_for thé dead," ‘not. *you I
o - fism isia’ ceremony with symbolic’, - - Should Chrmlam Pm:ueq “Vl- - Who. baplize for the’ dead.” Accord~ T

énce As ﬂom&ns 6 shows,”. . earious Bapusm"? When one un- .~ ing to this: exp!anatmn. Pauljs not™" -~ .

Slgnme
baptssm i 'a "symbolic ‘dbath ‘and . desstands the purposé. of,” and *

_'appeahng to’ any- prac!nca o! lhe— .
bunal Al baptism the new, conveﬂ . requuemenls. for, bapnsm it be-. Church but toapagan fite - @s an .

' fnguralwely buties, his .old self — ' .comes clear that there can ‘be. no - axample —= with which. the Conn-

. ; ;f‘Vt StS switul past and its hlstory of ./such- thing .as vnc:ahﬁus baphsm - v thian Chnshans were familiar.- -

- LR BN : l:vang qontrary to Gad — and rrses,a -One. paraon gannot be baptlzéd oh .. ‘Other exp!anatmns are also. pos~
Sl Soof oL e hewihdividualin Christ, 7 behalt -of another.! Edch; iridividual i - sipie.- In any case, therd is no com-’ - *
L B PRI _Yel'even though baptusm lsacer~ + - must.be- baplized tor. himself, aﬂer' . mand to "'baptize for the dead." in..
RN PR P emcny ‘what jt represems — anc( ms own repentance betare’ God . 'ali the' discussion. bt how to, bapnze ~on

LA TS SN thus the cereany ‘itselt —:has car~ Theremre. it s Glear Ahat 1. qum-‘ ‘and the ‘sugmncance of water bap-

,-,tam prerequtsugs Baptism is mpm truans 15'29 does not teach vicari-. 4' tism, there is no. mentiort’. of baptiz<
- thdp just’ &:nmatlcn ceremahy: it |5, “-ous baptism.” Whatever. thiat verse “ing, “'for the 'dead.” it is-aiso clear
I SRV ,'.no: the Christian.. coynterpart ‘of - -means, it.is' not 4 command to be- that any sr»called vrcarious baph&m ¢
RS A . swallowing goldhsh to'enter. cenam» bap\lzed for ‘those friepds ok:rela-  --is contrary to biblical teachmg

SR . collegnate fraternities. A parsor; “lives who. gned unbdptlzed Such’a .. Conclusion. The exact meanmg ot ]
. seekmg bapusm shc»uld be- :eady*to concapt s contrany to' the clear “bapnsmtor the dead’"is no Ionger o
PR A N o ch‘ange his whole lite. He Has 1o be. - leachmgs and intent ot bcnpture " discernible with. absolute certalnty '
PN o o T yeady i himse uo_agu—lbns—duas-nepman—emume—;&vef&explanam -are-possible- :
L SN EET and His'direction. + .. - .. # . ‘thatthose who werg not Christians . = - However, it is cléar that true bap‘ -

A R - When, the apastle Peger was .at déalh arg; tbst forever For evi-  tism must be precieded by repen-f-
Sl L ) _'f askgd what ‘to do in *ordc?}o be. - denca that & will Have a proper mnea and belief. No one can repent

. Qj 7 come a. Christign,’ notice Wiat' he " oppoitunity tor eterna! life, write'for - for another. whather. the other per—
ol said: ""Repent; andilet each.one of . -our fieg bookletAftarDeatn - Then .. son M dead "or alive. So-called.vi- .-
% IO ,' Lyou .be: bapuzed in. thé ‘name Df. What’ and the. reprint . amcle g ., carlous baptrsrn is, ‘therefora,

“Jgsus Christ for the rorgweness qf - This the Onty. day of Salvation?" ;- comrary o bibliear leachirig Any
SR your sing, “énd you will receive the'. Explanations. of “Baptism for tho . .attempt ta-extract such a doctrine. /
K PR ,9'“ of the Holy §bmt"(Ac192 38). - Dud "As mentioned at the beg *from | Connthlaqs 15 29 is- com-."
T Nofice: rcarefully -these . steps_‘ ning. of this article, theyé have: been .pletelyabsurd L ‘

i _p , which, .mus!’ precede a trug. and’, mumplg explanauons.of the pmasef ... There'is no command to bapnze "
E T ‘."; - valid bapllsm An’ mdmdua,.l must "baptlsm tor 1hupar in Greegq me tqr the dead in ‘all-the New’ Testa— :
U T mmmmugwam - ! ‘aam&mlum}mﬁm&uwmﬂfbapﬂw‘m

N T *-Ing apart fromGog. Hanus!behevame that the-. phrasmn Greek is capatyle” stmcndns on Paptisin’ and 'uts
S rgospel and. the. new- way o lite. it of more than one :rzierprgxalion and, " significance are-clear. | Corinthian® .

- §7 7§ presents (see Mark 16:16). He must. . “that, the' historical” situation | is not. “15 29 has'to be ‘understood in"the ;
RN % ;.,,“bewnllmgto makﬂany changesnee- ", .Clear -Jorm-the - New Testamont or . fight of: plain biblical machings, ot -
wsary o iwa s Chnst would have; . 'swmar history L lha*other way around.:. B
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~'m their -areas. o counsel with |

"areas_ob the: world. These men

f wnwsnyou it invited, qim»yy\
youroWnbam gl ‘

So'fyoum\nm&mm

“j._ipmsc:ussorqueaﬁommﬁk

abou?beuml lopics schcas re-
 pentance; _bagtism, eic., pleadq. |
‘eeureélo wr‘néus request a
wata appomtmam Worldm
mgaddwmaﬂm
Unned Stgles P.O..Box 111,
- Pasadena, Morm 1123
(" simply : Gial fhis tol-free
numban in ‘the -contindntal -
’ - 11-800-423:4444. Read- .
. 6!3 m California; Alaska and '
: &awaﬂ mywﬂm:&-ﬁﬂ%

a

o Australia: G.P.0. Box 202
. Burleigh _Hedds, Quesnsiand

4220 (Or dial - ﬂs numnr

Many’ hundreds have. writien

{ them gemonaﬁy ahd to am

- the - United s;mes and' British
"Commonweahhammmyotw 1.

¥

g
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mmmsrmkh
‘We are thankful that &t hts mc
M, ngbert Armatrong] is able 0.

dothetmvekngﬂkehedoes us .

good he is getting the plain truth 1o

. somnyiareignooumrhs LY

Ofaand Da\ndL..

Mom

_ After reading youramcieeagﬂed

.""Are You Brave Enough 10 Fate
Truth?"; F wolldn't know what to be- *

‘lieve. Whet kind_ of ‘religion is it .. .¢

_where tnefetsmbeiﬁfm the here- '
“after? Do you mean tosaymauhe
. ¢rooks and avildogts ‘are -just as
goodasmm‘ewhowwlma
1(‘&?Plaase! S M
Z

'Bmle does mach tm: m

a “hereafier,” but’it-is mot
tradmonal heaven/ hell - God

- plBInisés . to,-eventually. - ‘rewar,
. «@viBTyONe BcCording! 4o thelr works
(see Rev. 22:12). For more informe-
" tion on ihis subject,’ write -for. the
. free boomesWhmsmeRemrdq

F Fmsymmpqn

mshoep mm : .
Tﬁmkyoqibrexhomngmtouse
dw ‘noggins..” 't don't think .God.. .
ghve us a brain just 1o tl the spece
Detween our ears. 4n omef words,

hh‘needddm N
. , ~ ' . ) ¥‘ﬁu
Long Gh, Caﬂbmh
Mﬂ&eﬂ , ’
‘The September issLie ° ar The
Good News contained. several iet-
from peojsie .who " had. visited
{ - congregations . of ..the
WOﬂdwude Church of. God, telling
how they . were sO. mprmd with
“the’ friendliness- of - the .peopke and -
the spirit ‘that ‘prevailed in.. thedr -
mmlgsmlf vns:hng wuth your con- -

Qhurz:h ofGadormmndiwsw— _'
Mecs seetnaboxonmspagebr
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‘ F‘Ieésg send me a copy \é f-"the i‘nae bogklétf
wllat da you mqan, Tha Unpardonpb(e Sm?-? )
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