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e . ST _ governmenta to execute those who - infiation index. Last year $85 billion
CAP!'AI. N commitserious crimes. © . . " In érimes against personal property _
pu“lsHm  But God doesn't-conalder capital and business were committed in the . -
punishment to be.the “final an- . UnitedStates. ~  ~ :
T wwaer” fovorime. Thie e ‘sptly lius- ‘- Orgenized arime had the biggest
Dabate still goes on aver uss of the "'trated In-the case of the woman  take over iast ysar — over $40 bil-
.death periality for c:eriuln_ylmlnnl brought bafore Chriat who had %.tion in gambhng, narcatics, hi-
| offeriges. = 4. - been caught in the sot of adultery. - jacked goods, loan sharking, etc. .
- The earllest biblical ganglion for  ""Now .in the law. Mosss. com- *  Crimes against property and busi-
i execution of murderers (8 found in. ."‘mended s o-8tone such; What de  ness {otaled $28 billian..t cost so-
. God's Instructidng to Nqihflju:t} fol-- “you éay about her?' her aucusers ' ciety $15 billlon In.taxes 10 support
.'lowing the flopd:" 'WHogver sheds - -demanded to:know (John 8:8), ‘police, . prisons and’ courts, and
h + the blood of man, by man shall his: ", .\, Jesus bent down and wrote  $8.5 hillon'In’ thefarm of higher
* blood be shed; for égd made man  With. his finiger-on the ground, And _prices for businessss to maintain
Jnhia'own Imagg™* (Gien, 8:8)- .~ as they cantinued to"ask hif, h,:/ their owp private crims-fighting pro-
* “Under the tNeacraoy.'of snclent.  stood Up and sald to them;'Let hin?’  grams ~* guards and survelliance
‘ * lsrasl, capital punishment wes car- --who is’ without. sin ‘amdng you ba - equipment, .- el e
- ried out far a varlety -of crimes; in- - the firet-to" throw- 4 alongat her.’ . The lotpl value of cash and prop-
4 cluding murder, ‘kidnapping, “and ‘And-once.more he'bent downand  eny. idvolved in. British’ thefts’ las{

rape (s6o Ex, €1:
@ 22:18‘#29).' L

from Qod, and tho!

12, 16 and Deut.

" inthe New Teatamarit;ghﬂn and .
- Paul recognized the power af gov- -
 ornment to use capital punishment,
.In Romans, chapter 13, the apostie.
aul ‘wrote: “Let evary pargon be -
- subject to the governing authorities,
or . there I8 no authority except
‘ 8@ that exist have
* been - Instituted by God..,, Fop/:
fulers are not & terror-to good cof- -
duct;: but* to bﬂd u’yn.‘w"t'ﬁ'_.}", 7":YOuf do ;
wwrong, ‘e afrald, for he-[the ruler
does not bear the sword In'vain; he. .

wroté with his finger on the gggund. -
~"-But When. they. heard.It, thay”want
away, ane by .cne, beginning with
“the-eidest, and Jeaus was iett slone
" iwith_1he " woman - standing before
- hirm..-Jesus. locked- up and sald to
,her, ‘Woman, where.are they? Has
~"'no one candemned you?' She said,
No“one, Lord.! And Jesus said,
..Naither'do | condamn you; go, and
do pot sin again':" (verses 8-11),
"'Chrigt didn't condone tha' crime. -
He ‘advised her. not to repeat the
‘offense, But, in this.contexi, He rec-
ognized the hypocrisy in those who

* middle-class: folks, and white-collar

year sxcesd 288 million. In Canads, .

+ thefts -ovar 3200 incremsed 24.1
percent in 1974 ta nearly 80,000. = .
What is signiticant about. these °

. crimes ‘against peraonai_property is
that “many ‘of - these criminals are

executives: The common idea has
“been that it'is primarjly the poor .
"who steal out of desperate need.
.But more and mdfe are doing it out
of sheer gread| , .
Theoretically, as the standard of
living, increases, orimes sgainst
property should_decline;: auppos-"__.

wrath on the wron

N

threaten, but it

e eervant of God to execute hi

gdoer'-(varses 1

. "“The sword'" In this case proba-
“bly refers 10 the Roman short
- - Wword, Used to execute Roman citi-
‘2ens,- Some commentalors: write
;. that “'the sword" s spoken of here
{ a8 a.symbolof the. ruler's authority,
In any case, the sword symbolizes: -
the .magistrate’'s power. 1o plnish
criminals, ‘A sward can' be :used to*
 Is usually to hurt or kil . -

Paul again.ga

“In_Acts: 26:
s

5y, (John 18;11)

;fhat God allows humbn rulers and
. : L N R

iy

demandéd the death penalty, .
. A criminal s ultimately respon-

. ‘subtie and sometimes flagrant, ‘so-
“Cloty I ‘often .an- accomplice. The
“:whole question ‘of :crime and pun-
Jshmanta, causes and remedies, Is
.. & corgplex _Gordlen knot.. The ulti-
.mate -solution s spiritual’ < a
--Yohange of -heart- and';behavior on
< the part of all'= criminkis and law- -
sbiding citizens allke. - ..

;ghlbvlq, for_his .deed. But In ways ' mately. But in real life this theory Is

_Ahe dreatest of them, every one_

‘edly. more and more people are -
bie to meet their basic needs legiti:

breaking down, There are as many
&8 500,000 “career' criminals in¢
the United States alone, and many.~ -
" of them are pulling down'incomes *
ranging from $15,000 to $165,000
Of more — and all tax free, -
‘A growing number of people jist
-don't know ‘the' meening of the
“enough.’ “from the least to

_ 8:23) for the guilty. But there is a
', price, paid .by the innocent here *
and how In this lifetime. And the

e it's bad enough
© mueh leghtl

. T ":'."F;ghuvot pay* the price for.crime with
v ey iri,t,hgflonn_‘mn. death (Rom. - A e 29
- vices and higher taxes. Accordlf;g;

- greedy for unjust gain” (Jer: 6:18).

at there ls 80
| té avarice. But now-
infiation-battered Innocent peopl

~Mhoreased costs in goods and ser-

0 one_ estimate; the bill ca
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epalr chaos and crueity,
coups and’corruption. In the hews-
paper over the morning cup of cof-
fae, we read of crime increases and

soclal- disintegrations, bicody reve- |.

lutions and civil disorders taking
hundreds of lives somewhere else

(also-somewhera eise, hopétully)
killing hundredi\@r thousands in
thele beds, \yv%rhaps tens of
ands homele

cornic: page Is funny: It's sick, be-

- cause the world Is. .

Not aveni the .

very morning we wake up to a -
ll cacophiony- of tear and de- -

e

_while' we slept;, natural dlsas!ers_

Governments are: unatable. .

" shaken worldwide' by epldemics of

tistrust of officlaidom, a yawning
chasm of credibllity gaps, the out-
side pressures of aggressive world

‘ 4 Dowars bunt on world domination.

The economic naws is no better

aven in.an upswing, because of the'

inflaior batling the headlines with

", dbpression..Odd and contradictory.
terms like ''swmagiiation’ puzzie the -

the com

the. brink - ol bankrup!cy. perh:ps

. the sjate of New York may tumble
.into economic collapse with the city -

- unigue fiscal dilemma we face ‘of -

-mingd. Stuyjgering news tells us that |
rcial und banking capilal °
§ 3l the wurld, New- York City; -is.on-

< == oply the tederal government may

. be sble (o bail §
. cities face gimilar pmblums on the -
_hortzan, M‘me many begin o doubt

pm both.out. Other

the monatary. health of the entire

< natlon despite the fact that it is the
" Achest in the world! Personal and |
, business bankruplcies are on the
‘tise, glanis of induslry exercise
) mmw iﬁyuﬂs end slruggla in:

U GO00 NEWS, Mey. 198
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‘A lavorite song of recent years
‘Is titled *“What the World

- Needs -Now Is Love, Sweet |

Love” — but before the world |
can have lovo it must have
hopol

by",ngId Jpn HIII ’

’ caurt battlea defendlng or justitying

bribery as an essential element of
successful comynerce: the future is
uncertain and] doubttul to 5ay the .
least,”

Gword of Dafocles, Whil some
of us are dying tro I"?l reating, -
nearly twenty thousafd a day die of

-starvation ‘around the world, The .

hunger bomb and the population

explosion sesm about 1o unite in &' .

¢ritical mass and 1o blow civilization
as_we know ‘it off -this beauliful

round biue ball of iife we call earth.«

Our own' treadbasket goems in "

- jeopardy as weathermen tell us that
We_are entering & drought cycle-
“similar 1o’ of worse.'than .the dust °

bow| specter of the 30s. The future
loGke glum — the black horse of |
Revelation has just been saddied
up for hiy end-time run,

The'sword di Damocled filled with

‘nuclear holocaust hangs over our .

. heads. There is weather upset, luel

‘crisis, mindless - crime, dope ad-

“diction, politisal cortuption &t all

\/\/HAT THE \/\/'Q’;PLD N

‘levels, & agggngrata fow in oducl

[ tion of the air we ‘breathe and’ Qha '
~wale! we diink and e larid, we. live.

" an, glowing spark, peiis hat could
triggér Worid War (i (erally the
1 war 1o end all wars

‘ause il cuuid

- Bpair hangs heg

end all life'on earth). Our own per-

.sonal problerns gseem small'in com- -
parisor, but they are real: you Just

lost your job, your. famlly is about to

‘break up, you ¢hn't make - ends

meet, your son is sick, your mother
just died. .

It's just too much - the modern-
day pace, communications world-
wide and instantanieous bringing of
all the probiems .of the world Into
our own living rooms, added to the
personal crises wé face, add up.to

| an overioad on our capaclty to

cope. Hope s long slnce fled; de-

.us8, nothing's te turn out-all
right!”*is the plaintive cry of many. :

J‘What's the -

Housshold Word. Doomsdayers,
sundowners and prophats of daom

8l have a heyday — their moans

. and crieg of despalr and negativism

seem very crediblé'in today's world.

Arrringyéddon is a housshold word

no longer the property of the reli- -

glous fanalic. People are more fa-

miliar with the four horsemen of the

Apocalypse than they are with the
winner of the Kentucky Defby. Poli-

flans, -even businegsmen have
taken over trom the lunatic fringe of

the clergy the express&on “theend . . ‘

otlns world''! .

licians, newsmen, educators, histd- -

Purpuse, direction, a set goul um

al missing from our collective iives
. and from most'of ug as individuals.

Pcuca. securily, happiness are all
d ve-lost-rnearn-

“ing.in the hopeless wgrid otloday.

Thankiully, God has no such plln :

in mind for mankind. Our Creatoris

not golng 1o aliow mankind 1o die in

‘» the. ttiroes of Woﬂg War il) (or any

DS NOW S, .

‘e




'l'l'!E GREA‘I’ HOPE

"Why ahould Christians call Gad
"« ‘Father? Why should we pra I‘
- “'Our Father which art
“heaven'? "

Because we are fo be God as

-Gog Is Godl God s our Father
“because He is actively and
- presently in the process of be-
C..getting and bringing sons to
_ “birth, sons 1o be born In His Im-
© ““'age, splritually parfect as He is
" 'parfect, sver-living us He- s ever-

+ “living, God as He Is God.
~evin the Old Testament,
_sald; “,,
-~ my: firstborn” (Ex. 4:22). And
< <00 foolish people and un-
wise .
" hath bcught thee? hath he not:
made [cseated] thee, and estals
_lished thee?" (Deut. 32:6.) Also:
“"But now, O Lord, thou arf our.
““father; we are ihe clay, and thou
Jour potter; and we all are the
. work of thy hand" (Isa. 64:8). .

. Israel i my son,

.i8 not he thy father that

- 'Remember’ what. Jesus sald‘?

““l: it not written In your law, 1.’
-sald, Ye aré gods? [Jesus here
. quoted from Psalm 82:6.] If he .
| . called them gods, unto’ whom' .

: - the word of God came, and the
- ‘scripture -cannot be broken; say-

Thou. blaspe-

beings, In_our present fleshly

- slate, we.cannot -obey the ldws .

sz .

“" and my

ings’ becorme: the- sons -
avéry san&e of that ax-

pre
This chaptar baglns by shOWa‘ )
ing-:thatas physical human

all we have to have a sacrifloo f
pay for the sins which demand
our death, and then receive a-
new mind, a changed mind <= a
spiritually, rather- than a physl-
cally, orienfed mind = so thet we
can begin 1o think and act and
live like God our Father in
hedven. Paul put it this way: *'For
as many as are led by the Spirit -

ﬁod they, are the sons of
God (Rom. 8:14).

The Father's Spirit jolna with,
our spirit -and proves fo us that
-we are the sons of-God (verse
18). Then Hg%ans 8 goes on to
show. that_by{joining_His Spiri
with ours, God does not immed-
tely bring us Into His Kingdom,
4i8 tamily, but that we have to

“in many cases are painful, to de-.
velop- character, to brlng us fo
maturity (Matt. 5: 48) . .
‘Comforting advice Is given to
. ehow us that despite all the trials
and difficulties we have to en-
dure while ‘we are_ stlll - human -
beings, “'we know that:afl things :
work together for-good-to them: -
that love God; 'to them who are
the calied ‘according to his pur-

‘mehIm,-whoth&EntheLhath_posel(vam& —Paul_gt
_ ,'-junctiﬂed 4}
. mest; becguse ! sald, | 'am the
...~ Son of. Goq?" (John 10:34-36.)
. . ‘Jesus also’ said:. ,
" - Father_are one” (John 10:30).
| .V And: *Holy Father, keep'through
* | “thine pwn.name: thoge whom
‘thou’ hasf given me; that. they
.. may be one as we are" (John
SR ¥ 3 SR
' Human belngl are 10 share Inv
'mls onariess,, Perhaps Romans 8 -
best-exp ew—le—th&b—ThatMu&Ghﬂﬂ,«tht y—
‘ ‘huran being to be begotien in . : . .
“ His will, ‘purpose and p‘nn to be-
- the Father in heaven, is. tho firat

to explain. in ‘verse 29 that the
-purpose of «God 'according. 10,

which frue Christians have. beén -

called is that weerilght be sons of
- God &s Christ Is a Son of God;

born into the Kingdom and fam- .
“ily of God as Chirist was born into. -

thie Kingdom and tarnily of. God!
And 50 it Is that Jesus, the Cap-

" taln of our sflivation, is.called the
'“ﬂrstbarn amana va bmm-u.:

:the womb of @ woman by. God
" humain being tq become a Son of

dead! | (ﬁom. 14

God by the-resurrectior

In ‘God's Kingdom once. hp
called by God thd Father.

it was from the beglnnlng tha";};.

plan of our great God — the

source of outgoing concern, the . '
gource of love = to share Hia. .

eternal’ life, with all its joy
majesty! Speaking of Chirl

quotéd the bopk . of Psai{s and . -
wrote; “What Is man, tha! uf
art mindtul ot him? qr the son ol
man, that theu visitest him? Thou ' -
madest him a littie lower than the |~
angels; thou crownedst him with -
glory-and honour, and didst se{
"him over the works of thy hands: .- |
Thou hast put all things in'sub: .| -
jection under his feet. For in that .
live through experiences, which ‘he put all in subjection under’ -

“nothing that Is not_ ..
him. But now we 860
*.not yet all thingy put under hlm -

him, he:|
put un

(Hep. 2:6:8).

Ohrlﬁtl We all ‘remember the

ure quoting Jesus, efterHis . | .
ras trection explalning to-His -~
- disciples: - “All - power is- given’. "
unto rvie In heaver: and'in earth”
: ). Notice In.reading

. omislng the power o! tha Splrn of R
God, can join that firsiborn Son ‘

.y Certainly we recognlze that all"
'tHngs are.in’ subjectlon to'Jesus.

own ‘fulership’ of all -things i&

come  the Father of “untold bil--

‘.thls quote that Paul cites from.-+ |
Psaims that it 1§ not just the'Son |

of Man (Jesys) who Is being: "~
{alked about;- but manklnd That- .
God created mankind with the - | .
_ultimate purpose of sharing His'. . :

‘manifest by these verses: Christ
I8 not the only One {o have Son. - .
ship'in the Kingdom.of God — all
of mankind was cmtgd Mth M .
' Wfpﬂﬂ in mmd S

lions _bemyourﬁtww Y




other world war number) He Is not
going to sit by ‘and let ‘mankind -

‘commit sulcide (cosmosclde)
through any combination 4t popu-

. lation explosion, lack of fpod, pollu-
" tion,- disease,- natural catastfophes

and eéconomic chaos: 'He has a
hope He is-determined to spend His

- limitiess energies fullijing - tha
. - Qreatest hope there Is! .

This" werld needs hgpe - you

need hope .
~ Hopemeans, by-dictionary defini-

tion, “'to cherish a desire for some-

thing with some okpectauon of

obtaining it."!
If Hope Were' Fulfilleéd, Let's leave.

.the world scene and start small —
“with you. What do you hops for?

What do'you desire to oblain? What

. I8 your own individual and pergonal
hope = gpart from the hopeless -

world? A raise in pay? Maybe just a

“job? A new: car? A home? A hus:

band or wile or. children? Financial
security? A friendly.- neighbor?

" Heaith? Longewty? Happiness? A'

troedom from fear?

"What it your hope were. fulmled" '
" Lets say. you. want to get. ‘harried.

8o, you get. married Fwa years

. pass. You've achzeved ‘what you

hoped tor; you're married, the cere-
mony is-over, it was a ievely church

- wedding, el your friends’ were’

there you were: given labulous gitts

by relatives and Irignds. alike, the |
- honeymoon was a dfogm fumllgd
ko with

© month .
"hepe is again fulfilled. But you soon

’ 'Your hope of hve ypals ago os..

Juimled - and it now seems a ho,
less situation: Now what do .you

“ hope for? A raise! It you just earned

one-hundred dollars more a8
. 8o, you get 4 raise! Your

discover that inflation .has more.

than eaten up the advantageg of'the .

raisa, your four-year-old. broke -an
-arm and your w:f‘e/Mecked thg car:
you're deeper .i

“month yet!

Now what do you h0pe for?
Tomorrow's Silver L!nlng Hope'ls
.4 strange -thing. "Yol've 'probably
noticed that .you never hope for

sométhing you already. have. You
-always hope for some future.im. .
prcwemem on tha presant fot in \Itle v

The goal, which uemed -

‘%0 golden at the boglnnlng."

loses Its glitter. Apathy-
breeds cyniclsm. cynlclsm.
In its tugn, engenders

it back whm

debt thari before
and she's not able to work 'for 8 '
. ’indwidual or the gro

iy/And the cycle . |

chance 0 Séxhlevmg ths goal *he-
has now. Lite has miedning.

again. He strives (for his individual o :
hope, or perhaps his -hope is big.

enough to include‘a group as large

succeeds!
Enter
nothirng

of suc?ess invariably folicws one

"as a whole nation, raligion, or em-’ '
‘| "piré) to accomplish that hope. He

hy. Yet. oddly enough,.. - .
n history fails to quite the
| extent.of success! In the foolsteps

eelor another of apathy. The °

careless with the succs achiavea

Apathy bieeds cynicism.
Cynicism, In.its turn, engenders de-

And the reason is’ beuause 1He

. hope is never big enough! " ""
-A" hope, 10 be worthwhlle, musl .
.be big enough so that it can never:.
‘be accomplished in its' entiiety.
- Otherwise-a new, bigger and'more.-.
vigorous -Hope must’ foliow on the ' - . -

heels of a fumilmem of lhg pasl‘

| hope. . .
. Example me qulory Lels take )
- Christopher Colunmbus'.ope foran. -
1 example. Columbus hoped to prove -
his idea that. the world was round O
.indeed and not flat like most of the :

. With no bigger, newer hope, there -
. 18 no reason to strive, to live, to face .
. a challenge anymore. ‘TRIngs bog
down. The goal, which seemed s0 =
galden at the. beginnlng joses. its - -
“glifter.

p becomes

*spair. And the cycle is right back
| . where it started. o

—that-you-tooktorn ]
—misly eyed-memory. Bul now the -
fiower 'gitls - are” gone, the roses
. “colored glasses you - saw things
“through ‘have turned. 1o’ gray.. The. .

ies (you so hoped for) are here '
Ind. the diapeis and. sieepless.

. ights dlong, with  thern.- Bills are

mouriting, your male Is nagglng.

" y8u both work, but you've ‘spent
_ -almost*as ‘much* timg gging overs|
 "yout “budget’ with cut after cut as

e

Forxunatelv. we can® changJe our -
_hopes; .upgrade them. as' each .in~
turn becormes -tulfilled. (or ‘we give |

up hope of them being fultilied).

1. Hope makes the world go around «.
1 the. possmmty of future betterment, -
-of tomorrow's silver-lining for lh‘ )
- clouds ot loday Withqut hgpe'

ople don't {ry. The fact is that . |
;2 hoppd tulfilied dmnds a new

--tiope to livetor.

which “he - did. Nothing-in _his life
swayed him from pursuing that one

]

—{"people of Tis; day behevnd Foru"“
1" most of his"adult years, that hope,
drove him to accomplish the things

“.goal. All-other things were sub.-. CE
“senvient to it- Family, job, his own . -
;health were all spent in feverish de- -

gire fo prove: that 'one hope. The -

- despair of the humdrum life.of -his g
‘age and ‘circumstance - was given .

medning and reasan. It was a great

shope, it ngs greater than .anyone

. .you ‘have working o your job. The -

o 3 -rhow you are going 1o pay. for in-
crepsing insurance.and fusf ratés,
‘the .kids "are outgrowing ¢lothes:

faster than you can buy them but

" your bottomiess-pit checkﬁrg ag-
count, your morigage, your"time- .

payment bills and your credit card

- balances, (all in the red) say: you. |
“¢an bgrgly mord o put food on ihe ]
u.ble

~ I human fistory ﬁope has had a

, strange cycle.- Whether. you pick .
Genghis.. Khan, communism o
Christophier- Columbus. the sameé
- untailing cycle occurs. Hope beging'
in despajr. That is, the individual -
'seems to be ina nopel
~ then an ‘idea strikes and hopg "

-situation

flares anew. The jndividual iow 'has

@ feason 10._live, "begause he feels
that thero mny ba aqmi slim.‘.

- else. had cofne up with-in his géner-
- ation. It seemed foolish, but he be-
lieved in It and was. driven to . -
. gccamﬁush it atall-costs. Lo
i Finally, e convinced the’ crﬁwu._, s
‘ot Spain. 1o back his idea, his goal, = .
_his hope. The queen even: hockad w0

-her jewsls to finance hjs .vent o
Columbus’ was .given_threg shlps;;;v SR

and-a crew from the prisons of her '
;gouummgnt to' prqu his hopn
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IN 'I‘HE BIBLE

nomm 5:2. /'Through hlm we havé obtulned acceas 1o this
gracajn which we stand, and wo re]oloe in our’hopo o! sharlng the
glaly of God. " :

nnmam 0.1&21. “For the creation walits with eager «Ionglng for

ch God who

Fsalm 119:1!6
~'.: oomrnandments "

ar lies; promlsed aaas’ago "

. that is seen Is not hope. For who ho
hope for what we do not saa. we wait or it wnh pﬂﬁence '

"1 Corinthlans’ 1‘!-13-21';,'

i‘.}“r =

Ta

“

« been:raised from the dead, -the first fruits of those who have fallen

murmct o hedead" '

plnollm 118" Hevlng tho ayes of y

% that'you may know what is the, hope o which he has called you.

* the revealing of the sons ot God; for the ‘cregtion was subjected to’
. - futllity, not of its own will but’ by the will‘of him who subjected tin: .
Lo “hope; because the creation itself will be set free from its: bondage
o Eel e decay anq‘obtaln the glorious liberty of the childreh of God rina

Tlt::{{ «2. “Paul, @ servant of God and a apostlo of Jew; :

6r:'this lite’ only we heva hopod m_"‘
Chnst. we are of all men most o be pitied. But In fact.Christ has .-

uleep.Forasbyamancaquoah by a-man hescomealsotho )

hearts anugmema,

, ChiristAo further the faith-of God's elect and their knowledge of

b ~.the uth which a cords with godliness, In hope of ofomal life - ‘

4 hape for my salvation, 0 Lord and ; do thy )

Romunt 8: 24-25 “For in this hope wg weore saVed Now hopo
or what hisgees? But if we |

-

" But, beueve it or not, his Hope,
was not big enough! He hoped that- -

by sailing west he could reach the
East, India, Chlna. the Orient, fabu-
lously rich. What proving his hope
accomplighed was greater than his

hope! instead oY proving ¢hat you |

could reach the East by saililg west
(and so proving that the world was

round and not flat), he discovered a

whole new world! -

Not only was his hope ot his me
achieved, but a goal far. richer than
he had Jffhagined was revealeg. Of

_course he was hailed as a. great
“explorer, unigue so far as the world
ot fils day realized — he was hon-
ored, teted, and sent back. 10 gov-.
ern the. ne
" discovered. "The hope of his entire
previous Ilfb was fulﬂfled and then
somel

But no hat didf he have lo live

for? What ne hope, greater .and .
more meaningtul.than the first, did -

he have to give meaning -and our-

pose <o \his -‘existence? . Um&ouu- ST

nately, nonel .
‘The Hum-n Cycle. The sad Gir-

curnstances of the lite ot Columbus’ -
-after the fulfiliment of his lite: hope ..

are.some of the most pamful on
* record. The ignominy, final imprs- .
onment and ufter despair (not to
mention ‘abject poverty) in whicH .

==

perfectly the_point that. unless your-

“laflds he had%.

oneof the greatest explorers known
to mankind finally died exemplmes-

1 what u& the riches of hh’glorious inheritance in thi saints.”

. P mcaliedtathsomhwematbﬁ'ﬂﬂﬁﬁmnyW"”
i Coloululw 1:28.

Provldgd that. yau oontmud‘ In:the faith,
wnu;nyou heard." - .

N BN ot 27. "Tb tham God chose to make anWn how great
|+ among: the' Gent;lqa are. the rices_of the glory:
.§; whichis Christ inyou, manops.ol glory " s,

8
Ty

lpbnhm . “There is one body anq one Splrlt juotu YOU-,”-_;.

. -stable_dnd staadfast. not shming from the hope.ol Jho gospel

hope is big enough to survive suc- -

- cgss it is indeed hopeless. Colum-.
| bus talled miserably in governing .
| ‘what he hasd .discovered. Othets .

“took away.from him the potentxal
and‘riches he had discovered over.

|. the objections and against the ad- +
..{ “wice_of those same others. Colum-
I |".bus ended his life in poveﬁy having._
¥ suffered the indignity- ot chains-and

: |mpnsonment in the face of the suc--

4| cesstul fulfiliment of one of the -

evar mamtamed by

— msnbmj i

e | Pim 1.3. ."Blessed be the Gﬁ%‘l and Falher' of ou, 'Lord Jesus
p

hopo mmugh Mrcsunscnbn ot Jesus Chﬂstfram the-‘doad

. ' Pater 1513, h
3 ‘tmtis oomingto youatmerevolqnon atJuus Chriot "

< 1-John 3:3. “And every man tial baih s mp-ln L

Chtigh By his great meroy wé have been born'anew fo a livlng" 1 A

Se sober ..set yaur hopa 1ul|y -upon tho gmeo, )

- The hymah cycle had been ful-
filled: - despair, hope, 'success,

| apathy, cynicism, despair — an .

ariipty circle, becatise his hope was
not big encugh! - -+ N
What about you?
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& Hé died in despalr a h.dpe @ss. .

o o

| Hope That.is Yranscendent.. in_. .
{ | the beginning: of ani. independent -
Jd Iﬂe we hape lor things, or the
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‘ !Tna God who put thes wnrﬂd to-,

" . world which promises.
ing an UNCoONScious pan of 1he-.
great whole of. nothing with no wor-" |
ries forever- because. . you have ng.

B mdmdgal gorlscauusmss fmevaz .l
is -not the ‘bliss of siumbering ina}
hammogk’ sa,mg between two qiate'j
palms in an oasis being fed by vo- 1

. luptuous maidens forever, as ‘the |-
promise of the sonowers of Ae!sh arg "

s
v
.

money to get things. if and When

those lhnr‘gs come o us, we begin
to realize * tmpgs are not-enough’
to hope for. Even to keep the things

we now have that we hoped for we
need security + and security §§ not

a thing. Segurity depends oh the

economy, on.government, on
peace, on health, on fiture stabitity.
All these are hopes that drive us on
-- we never seem 10 achieve amy
one of ihem for long (and ! do not
know of any individual who has

achieved all these hopes at any one.

© thne)

But-are any of these hopes: big
enough? What it you lived isr:a
peaceful; secure, economically
 heatthy and stable state — what
would “y0U hope for then? What

hope. wouid keep you from bore- |
dom; what hope,would you Seek to '
achieve that would  give meaning 10 ,'
your Irle purpose and reason to .

livg, a goa: 10 strve for?.,

. That's where Gad enters the p:c-t

ture *God hoids out @ hope that is
transcendent, that goes above and
beyond the goals and purpoges of
thus IIfg. that offers a challenge that
\ keeps you going alt life tong; a hope

. that'is pever fulfilied in this' life, a |
* hiope beydnd the: grave. a reason 1o,

live Someone said a very wise and
vsxxange thing once: ** Tha only thihg

- warth living for 15 that tor whichyou |
" would.die!” Do you have that kind | -

of hape?: -\ > .
“God'$ Hapa.. E’)o you ;real
" God Himselt lives by hg
"you: know: that God

g h He strives,
‘for which He'is (has bisen). willing to

lie for 15 50 vast and eternally- oc;cu-;

- pying that He will never achieve’ nt7

ether did so with a’plan in mind.
hat plan was not the. hope!ess Niy-
vana of one fMgjor reli

Gooo NEWS MsY me
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of the-
uf bécom- .

streets with golden slippers,

strumming en a harp with your oniy
worry bei ng how to keep your halo
, straight as seems 10 be the promise
"ot the mé}onty of Protestant groups’

f finally being able to look info:the -
: \face of God and ‘appreciate the

beatific vision (whatever that 1) as..
is the promise to those who foliow -

who created everything proposes is

to bring you into H:s vesy family. To

be God as God is. God! Not just,to

bg.a God in the euphemistic’ sanse

-of our all b@mg brothers and sisters’
" with God as our tigurehead Father,
* buf to-share ms dwme nature com-
pletely

Our. Redeemer

r

G‘od s promise is to mako
gou a gon.as Christ s -
now & Son. To grant.
© you membershlp In.the
family of God. To give you -
©  eterndl life as He is -
- eternal.. To be holy
‘,.' u He Is holy

nght hand otj the Father in’ heaven

Famer 1o bnng many ‘SONS w glory
o establish ‘His. Kingdom -here: on
- this earth, God's promise-is 1o make
“you & son as Cheist1s now a Son. .
To grant you membersmp in the.lit-.-
- erat family 0. God. To give you efer- -
= nallite as He. is gternal- . To: be, holy
“as:He is noly To share ail power.
.. and_joint owriership with ithe Ros:
"sessor Of the erse. To share the |
_djvihe. riature- To have the chargg- |
-ter of God, full of love, peace, jow—
1o 86 Goa a5 Gad 5. God! This is-
the purpose bt creauoq —-the hope
ofthe worldt 7
“Eternal Reason’ t@ Live. God's reai
pidn - is practlcal He says of His~
!amﬂy kmgdam shas theré wm never

e

"t is most centainly not thé promise ™

the Catholic faith. What the God |

Jesus Ch:i‘zstt is.’

-ahve and well not In hudmg at the )

1

assured. It is not walking the golden |

"l RECOMMENDED READING -

be an end o its'expansicn. His plan |
s to continye adding sons. and
deughters who %ock; feel, act and

‘gre compcsed of -the same self-

regenerating elernal spirit life as He N
is, forever! That'is why the goal Gog
' has set before Himsed s'a nCe
that not -even He will ever fuilill;
_Endless, elernai, forever creatry

ar ever»expandmg !amuy 10 e .
and ryie the greal creagon Hea

'already made — and %0 ritve
and me share in-fulure "creations -
L Wwithout end. A Qasy practcat, dn‘
lerestmg challenging. pngcing -
" ptan !hat g.ves an elema‘ reaso" i(¢]
live

There s no boreaom m that pi an.
Never a time wher your interest wiii, .
run oul., No mythical, religious-
soundmg tolderol about SOme Spin-
" tugl never-never land where you do
nothing forever -, but.an etemal job

- of creating, gdvemmg, ’a{obiemu s

'solving with visibie benefil, -

That s a hope worth living
“tor . .. and worth dying fgr i-nbces-
" sary In this lite. Because God. our
Father has our Iife in"Hig hands ,at

“all ymes. No man can take that

awsy from you -— because.He has
« the power (o resmrect you from’,
“whatever death any man' can imag-
ine. Me crepted you in the irst piace. -

I tor a reason peyond the. umagma- -

tion- ot ‘any religion on.the tace of | v
the earth —a reason some in, the'

“religious field would call blasphemy
(to think that the purpose for gur . *""

_treation: cou!d be {} make us equal' :

With God'in avery. way) NS o
_' No maner what’ your many &em- S

porary and interim goals -and nepes ) S,
meay be — and may-they. ajl.be ful-—»r e

filleg — be sUré to cherish’ ws
! greatest posseb!a hope. Gogd- offers.
- US 10 give wansaendem purpose 0.

our !was

‘Make mss hopa yow hope!

The toliowing bookists.are ava»labée
fres of charge upon your request.
For the address.of our office nearest

" you, sed ihe inside fiont dover (-‘td
of slaﬂ boﬁ) e
Féw Horsemen of the Apocaiypsé*
The . Pais. Horse : (Dfsasse Egy
demcs). .
Four Horsemen ol the Apocelym
\The Red. Horse (Wan) .
Why Were You Born?
Cqme Help Humam!y

‘ S

o




THE CHURCH IN
SOUTH AFRICA
by Robert Fahey

Regc*a: Ds’@@a@' South Africa
channesbur gJ

2
tre

- \}5’\6*6’ van
~

Gegeungs rom Jchannesburg.

. 'ﬁeaccua"e‘s of cur Work at e
- scuthern eng of the Afncan cont-
“nent Wwe cfea‘; prirreily witn Scuth

Alrnca of course, bul we-asc have g
SuD-
actwvities in the Alr.-’
can- stales of Malawi, Botswana.

' Lesoino. Swaziland; the forrter Pcr-

1uguese territones of Mozambique

", and Angoia;'and aiso the ingan
* Qcean wslands of Madagascar, Re-

- These are ail )
= excep! Reunion (France) and Sey-

‘Mauntus and Seychéies
indepengentrstates.,

umon,

cheiies (Butamn).  The. iatter -wii
recerve sndependénce Shorlid
here's aisq. South Wes:! An wa or
Namiba

. wm

_ and humber about foly mnhor The ]
. fasgest group (56 percent) ‘speak-. . |
* Afrikagns, a torm of Dutch. as ther -

- first language. . Thiey are basically of

. Dutch deséuem

-

RN

o

, ‘w:tha Blain Trulh cirBulalid

Huguenot gnd German. The res: 61

e whites . arapnman‘y ot Brmsh o
", " descent . :

There: ére about' 16 rr".hon Am«
- gans or Blacks comprising five ma-

~jer Hanm Tanguage -groups (éafcﬁ
usalects and’ -
“tpbes). -Another separale: group -
ixeq eth-: |

.dividéd into several

cajned Colourpils are o%
Ate - origin, but are” mcsﬂy
descended from Bushman and Hot-

‘and around Cape Town.
“Asians, wha ongmai!y Céﬁ‘e 1dm
]ndia in me

Werredth these giver

" 97:000-(11 . perent inétease- Gver

ott.ce in Rhogesia and are re- -
. SpoOns.Cietor a

‘The, People of South Alrica. Tne |
(es are divided into two groups

with a “touch of ~

R_'mial days as vowm :

laSt year) lt s mj)w prmled in Cape

‘Eown by Cape ard» T'arSvaa« an
" ers, “the-largest printing house in

‘Africa. -An outside’ firm aiso mails, .

the magazine-#dF us and we're abie”

'"‘tc Teceive g spefc*az twe-cent pustaj

rate within ‘South Atrica . because -
the  magazine is registered .35 a
newspaper .and "er!am somng 15
- dorle before the post office gets it.

. Up.until récently our computer -

" ftentot stock.. Thesg live- mpsuy in u"'needs ‘were handled. by Bricket.

Wood. But now we keép our filgn .
Pasadena angd have a tape sent out
“monthly t9r our needs ‘From the
. {8pe we can produge. Out own la-
beia i any.compination we ‘choose |
a jocai compx.,te" Prermyer Mil-

; _‘I‘ng Compariy'ha$ @ sullabie com- -

puiex and is wiling, 10 rent us tme
o it at a very reasonab!e rale They
also do our da@ prep.- dolng all

keypunch ang vemymg tor usonan - v
.. .2V percen trespowse requegiing the

RBM 3741 dxske’te macnme

o

\h()BERT FAHEY raglonal d1rec— :

tor for South Africa, is sh
-in his office m.Johannes urg.

Fru Mailmg Llsl Recemy 2

!eadmg editdt it Scuth Afriga’ A was’

., Shown & copy of Nnnd

- «Agncuitare by one of our memb&rs

The esytor felt that the bopkiet was- ‘.. ’
" valuable and offered us =, free Of

 gHarge — fus ‘maiing list of 4he

12.000 ‘eading farmers :n stuthern’ .

Atnca. - That was a very. va!uab?e
“comntxumon because trd” leading
farmers %n South Alnca dre By and
large ihe leaders n exery ,)oxher

n-fisre

Jgistd Yo puy thethst woold hve: -

" cost'several thoysands of doliars |
wrole a special, ﬁemef aq»ér‘w&nﬁ,
‘Waorig Crsis in Agncwufe 10 these
men anc. we rec;éwec @ wﬂa;pmg

. GOOD NEWS

5\:4@), 1876 -




~

ify-z:ght ;\er%oﬁ g
*.'.fameci,
which we had prepared. We in-
t.uced with the booklet a carg ad
verrsing the Flain Truth. \'a'ay ﬁf
“them requestec the Flain Truth, in-
ciuding the State President, Dr. N
“"&ecw'cjs the fermer Minster of
Finance who wase 80 W re-
:;)e*le" Mrughout the france

wCTIC
.-
TEILICE we

As arc»*‘e' ZSirect o
‘SunT we Rad a rumber of 68 3N's
NBIoCK 2 ses a sg'esler
st of Plan Truth sunscribers 28 2

vSAT.z'e wilh an accompanying leter -

suggesing inat 're, mm the GN
isl We recewved a 32 percent re-

| spense o thus effiert — and also

ceared Sur stocxrocm. Th's in-
‘creased the GN lst *o 4300. Tren.
las! December we mialed .a logal -
sem-annual letter 10 &l Plain Truth -
-subscrbers cfiering them the GN.
The response sen! our proechons

thioLgn the roct, and curently the'

st s1ancs a ?3 000 . The letler also
ga».e news. ¢! the planred Pan
ruth, format craﬂge ang 10'¢ sub-
scnbers that they can crice agan,
héar The Word Tomorow broat-
cas!in scuthern Atrica.
The Broadcast. The Rhodesia
Broaacasing Company (RBC), the
oniy radio statan in Rhodesia, now .-
airs The wond T Tomorrow broadeast |
twice monthiy on Sunday nghts al
Y000 pml This is a government
coms rHed stater, and we hawe this +
urusAJ opportunity as a di rect re- -
Sult §f the contacts made when Mr.
Ted Armsirong Wisited perein 1971,
Qut o} Hat wisn cams ‘an anticle for »

Atie Pian* Truth and three television .

bBroadcasis on Rhodegia.. The
broaﬁ;,a;? 5 250 aired throughout
ail of southern Alrica on the me-

dsum ang  shortwave -bangs “and -

mest all of our mempers now have
the opporiunity 'to hear ilhe Worid
" Yemorrow. And inttedibie as it
s&ems RBC s gving us me m;’

tolally free. & .

What's more, they are aumng on
our television spec»eis free of
charge as weil. The ‘“Hunger

Bomb”’ was broadcast on the onty.

GOOD NEWS “May, 1676

8 Hooklet M“"’*@@.@*’ 7“1 ard *4"', ::f ;.e:e"rbe'

. agan al free of charg

Poryand .Camwgrz 438 a:re::i_
Cecember 28 ang ;at‘.;.--f

—~—

resuited in ReC regueshin
DTOGTETS. ent 5C we have we*:

ot "a ones ;’N scresnmy ins
“Cre ot e 55 2ot ems we rave

MENy C28ES TBLL & W

‘earn, wUl- Decalse 1§ fres Trp :
‘Maxe:, agonizing :

mal readers Cecause - ¢
- Ut ouwT Lteralure wn the ﬁ&"*s @J a.l
‘who sirserely wam it But e
gen’t use some cauton .ne C.::;‘
find curseiyes .with msufoent
funds and completely oul ¢ 10048,
*The new polc oy of watng for a re-
furn leter belcre serding the next’
lesson <ot the Correspongence’
ucuse nas nelped W deal with this’
rehiem We.alreaty have e Bebie
uo'resw.; gence C:wse iR A
kaans and are ng w::"’iﬁa crng 1o
print-al he od¥-Up pocxets of-
fered in the Course A!maargs

%

That's a b'g and exgens; ¥ o, bar -

‘'s gen.ng dore. .

Church Activities. Tre Chureh i3
- showing' good growih. ?v” ch at-

tendarce s 35 percent up.on ias!

year {gr the ertire area Memner-
ship is up 19 percent to a@m —

284 nonwhrnes, 737 whies. We '

L presently have churchss iy @,an-
nesturg Berighi. PrgTona. ste‘o
{Black: city cutsige Jo aﬂﬂee;bug,
Durban, wo in Cape Town (Eulo-
. pean ang ‘Colured), wo eath in-

Bu awayo arg Sa! spury (European

"and African), anc ancther in Bast
longen in audﬂ*oﬁ we. have jusy

- begun church sérvices ! Blosm-

fontein, \F,ewm Kimberigy. - Port
-Efizaberrr, norinern Trarsvaal arnd
ngersﬁ»,.m for Eurcpeans, and in
Prétoria ang f‘u'bah tor non-Euro- -

) peans i _
C P Tt Lecﬂu‘r% rava ‘been
- very profitaple here. Las! year we

tried 10 set them up m every pos-
- sible place we could. We reached
sgveral thousand pecple and our
church areﬁdange be-'seﬁed This

) ers frong has a “um

w25 € €S
Sy Tzur 2ddote sluses from e

-

o STa eTsiizes A

“g - o -~ b
RT3 gou st

aere g&e ‘o ‘arange. an a,;;i;:i I
i e Mo Sler of Agroy-
. Dr wemw S«,m»e-maw arg

. ‘:vfec Altals | -Wﬁ%ﬁe ‘ar.the

agrmr tstraton cl South West Al

JRCa), Mr menneg Smut . Botn e

g5e men gdve qu"""{}Eﬁ 2 vely:
- SLEIE 5 Swieting ) a’\ﬁ gash wieg

SNy W 10 good ‘o ihe Chuteh |
S

Dut here once agamn. - ~
I have nad ocras:on 1o mea! se»-

erdl leaders ihuscuthern Alrica, -

Cluding the chairman o the South
African Foundation, Jf. Jan Marais:
Dr. Maras fee's m@n m Herbent W
wﬂ‘mi‘;h-'
tien fo mase 0 peace and 5!3.,; Ay
in Afuica.’’ As Ssharman ¢f the
South A'mcar Fowndation, Dr.

‘Marais fas nvited Mr Arfmstrong to
vist South Africa. which Mr. Arm-
- strong temafively plang in June.
- 'Members of the Fourdaton molude
© ail the top non-poitical lsaddrs (U's 7

ancn -wucalugan zat'gn and pr

-vaely fnanceq) in scuthern Afsca;

such as Ha'w Cppenheimer, Anton

“afupert® Dr Chris Eamard Gary
- Player and several dozen mipre that
‘Mmay not be infernationally knoan.

King Sobhuzza of Swaziland, who'

- has been on the throne since 1823,

is aiso interested in mwelng Mr. -
Afmstrcng when heisinthe atka 0.

"ee Se.57a! ‘eatig’s vere. e

B Back agaln 1o-1c L ther respec-
tve arées of (nfLence Trs can

058, af:iaeve isoking for- -
| ward very much 1o taking Dr: Hoeh

2




N e

| the:mud >Do you resist the in-

. Bux of nsw doctyinsi under-

' standing because you beliave

‘that God Himsell is incapabie

‘of change? This challenging

. article fakes on the - sacred
.. -cows of traditionsl swﬂtuei'_

' fntrans:gence, )

wn 3

he re.g.ous leaders of Jesud

.fay were nol notes "mv thalr
open-mingedress. Jesus
came bringing hight ang truth-
L (Jenn 12:48: 14:28, €lc ) bul the
‘sectaran wort of hal day reﬁcgd

C the ! 3%1 %Cﬁ-ﬂeh 10 i Cwn,
‘and his own reoa.eﬁ M oney
wam 3 S
. The 'ex~g I}uS izagers ot that rme,
we'e unat'e 10 accept me Mew Un- -

* gerstanding broughl by Jesus mm

:, God the Father. They had puill u

code of law. containing dozens ot

“dos and dons” with &nich they .

" were guite comtorfable. They salm
Moses' seal (Mat. .23.2). They —
" _along with their riva's, - fhe Sed-

. dutets — were ensconced iman -
N impregnable posmcn cfecclesiasti- -

- roecal powe!, Wielting -authonty Gwer -
thousands of devoul fcllcwers. - f
. "Jesus rocked ther boal
He came as & disturber of the
status’ QuUo — -an tcnr‘m@?asﬁl with
powertul and duthortative. Con-

-victions. -Academically, the Phan-

_Ssees were ynable 1o '85181 the
" wisdom with which Chnst spoke.
Emotionally they resisied it to the'
point of crutifyirg Him :
Parable of the Wineskins. Foiow-.
ing the selection of the tax collectot
* Yevi as gre of Jesus® theciples, Levi
‘madé a great teast in his home to-
calebrate the event. Jesus, His dis-
cipies, and many other tax, coliec-
“tors (publicans) were invited to the
meal - k :
As usual,

the Pharisées and .

18

~ WHAT DO YO!
- GOD DOESN’

"_;"' Are you @ s}mwai stick<in- - -scr:

-.:Dygfpv&‘!ﬂj(f!‘ﬁ_ﬁs o .t

. When they- foun '.ﬂ ey oould no
T

pc mes Sul ingl P wEs
) T&! su‘f“:zra 2 TEpET “~"*e

— hat s

&

revall 1 cne area. they :»M‘eu'
théir -focus 30 ancther — o the
cuesuen of fasting “And they said
to. fum, The discip'es ot Jonnfast
chen and offer p*a,s's

F3).

°,

Susness | They

and.how much cne cifered: "%us
gebunked this approach m righ-
fepusness M Luke 187
He showed that what is |

rather hear a Short prayer pes-

‘formed in. humilty than 8 long, 8O-

noTous | prayer - Gone out o?_ S&u
rghteousess.

Untortunately. the Pramwss and i
thérr associates were unabie, 10 @~
‘cept f‘hrw”x s approach w0’ true spini-
tuatity T@ them 11 was 100 New, 100
10D - hard to tase. &esus )
" healed on the ::ab»bam agamst.Jew-

“liperal.”

ish law Me and His -discipies

plucked. gran ifh the hields on the
Sannam They ate and. drank with
"Qusto’”
lagaksm. -

caly noierable o the Phatisees.
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E.blcnilas. soma of the’ Waldansesg"
gnat;aptis s.:Paulidians, the earljest

tandlnu‘*mar
I’ the: direct  lingage” ot
Church ol Godd:But,’ remalrnbér.

“often, composed. of écattered indl-

" vidugilg (see | Cdrinthlang 12): And
. wauglly those  Indiviuals do- nat
U miake’ hlstorloal headlines. They are .

. therefore' almost all but lmpuaulble '
. totrace.” &
.. For more Infqrmatlon on this sub- v
‘Ject,s write for the -free bookiets

mmwsw -

malnstream churches, You ghiould
"your local library which daal Bpeqm-s-‘-

era. From these you: can learn the -
;-names. of so-callod ‘‘heratical”
broups. and read brief statements

We, generally conslder certaln‘

ipllsts, 4nd. gbveral

~organizatian: |s. the body o, Chrlst .

7). E
- Ratheh, the. Church js-an; organlsm”» % “Allhdugh 1A wllh to_live s

A* Juﬁuu did give & stralghtrarward
answer, But thore was a very impor-
tant reason why. He first asked PI-
late a queatlon it the Foman ruler .,

- thought, Christ had political a!‘ﬂble
- tlons,"That wouid have classed Him
with the enemies of the rullng Ro- -

. mans. But Jesus wus no enamy of -
?3&018% 8 uovernmcm (aoa Rommn

M, en- the other hand. Pilate was -
asking the question Because the
"Jows had colléd Jeaus, a king, the
- answer would have been yes, be-
.cauge the kingdom they were refer-s

. ting to was the ane promised to the -

“fathers ‘of' lerael; Abrah-m, quo.
anddaoob

. When Pllate' comifmed that ha
‘would nevor have’ thought:such a
. thing had te. not firet heurd It !rom
~ the “Jews, - Jebus _declared: "My,

" kingship s ot t"tme world [this -

-dge, this’ soglaf i It.my- kingship -
waera - of - this' world; ‘my. servants
-would fight,: that ‘| might not be .
* handed :over 10 .the Jews; but my - .

klngbhlp s . riqt from’ the world" .

" {John 18:365. He tontirmed that Me -
- was Indeed a Wing,.the Messiah'to.’

“radeam: -and .eventually ‘rula the

vKingdomiaf, iod, ;
With'thg: '

nﬂ'its aol.m:c

~ You wbuld manage the activities ot :

I’ Ieamlng .and’ éraating new :thinga

ablu to wm anylhim and huvo~lt
' Immediately occur. You would be
able to instantly communicate men- -
. tally or telapathleally with a host of

other sone ot God lke yourselt anys

“where In phe entire universe,
When we are born-into the King-
dom of God, we will be able to see’
colors we never dresamed existed, |
hear gounds that have never. besn
exparlan?ad and have life on an in- -
cradible level of accomplishment.
- Think of }he powaer you would havel
- The vast’ [ wepith of the whole unl— .
" verse would be yours to share with -
“those born Into’the family ot God..

~angels (I Cor. 6:3). Every sense.
Wauld be expanded .and acoelera- |
t¢d,"and' you would grow. forever, "

nd “Yelving - inta. ‘areas . out mind
eari't In fo.comprehend now. -

It eternal lite were not worth striy.
ing for, then why did Jesus Christ .
./go ta'such lengths to ragain-it for*
-:Himselt and.opan the way for us.to .
“attain’ lt? It there waere something, .
* wrong With llvlnn forover — it it wore '
S dully borm% Qr. otherwiee undesir-
dble =-Hé hagd (

ci?ﬁ— T a_Kii ] 65 Dorn, .wnd ..
for this I 'have come:intp the w::rld¢
"t baér wltnes@ 1o the fruth’! ¢

clcn 88 possibie to Gad's way, |
"' do ngt desire eternal life. | may
- e minslrig the whole poinfof my .

existence and. the réuson for .
obeying God, but Ilvlng quof

dan not Intmi Il'li

‘hé., aﬁawered lalnly: "..,I‘; y | :He
E Twould have reaped the w&qea'
‘8ln, Which.{s death (Rom. 6; 23)..

. It would be logical to assune'that: -
‘o8 & splrit being, you; 100, Would
_have 'the same -option Christ ‘had,
~But -Christ Himself. desperately -
. wanted 1o regain His former state:of -
*“ belng, Just before:He was crucifisd
- /He prayed:. 'And  how, Father; glo-
“rity. thou mie in.thy :own prekence:
- with the'glory whigh 1. hu.dd with thgq,. ;

“WhHeTe~ 15 God’S TrUe Church
- Today? and. Sevan Pradfs of God .

© Churoh.” .. ‘
Qi Jesus wnn't gu!lly,*why
wouldn't he glve &' strajght-

uklng?'" v
« ' ‘Anonymous,
e, Washington

‘forward simplie snswer when
Pontius. Pliste asked' hini,- ‘Arg

; physlml

. . NormanDi" . befare trye wqud W
Ve Holllnd. Ohlo.. 17*5) »
A_"Fa“rﬁ‘“‘imwng forever eonjures Paul ulso hid

images i your mind. of boredom,
‘ennui, or- eternal  sterllity: Perhaps
you. havé ot fuljy pondered the

‘possibilities of slich a plane of exis-

tence. Talk about: mind- expansion! .
* You would be able t6 operate unfet:
tered by th

“raclion, o galn that, Kind bt exis~

in and weakness of a: .
y, You would be. tm ,

from' mo llmltn of tlm- and lploo wﬂolovohlm“(l Gor 2. )

been: gl
wq fimpge “of. Iife -on: & aplrij plane_
‘y(ll Cor. 12:2-4). ' He. was ready o,
do anything to be. In the firat resur-

tefce’(Phil, 3:7-11). God says:that
o ‘eye has seen, nor-ear heard,
.nar the. héart: of ' man’ concelved,
"what God has propnrad ior, thou




'I'HE SABBATH."A
THE TEN COM

z lho s:bbam stii ler! of
the ‘Decalogue? Or Is it the
only one of the Ten Com-
mandments that is how obso-

L lete? ‘
- byJohnﬁ Schmedar  '=

‘mant are the Ten Cam-

‘mgndments  listed In order -
rrom urie o ten. Nowhers In the *
New. Testament is the Sabbath -

o -eommang repentad verbatim. With- "
- gut thé-Old- Testament we would..
- not knaw the exact construction of

", @od's ‘basic law. Withaut the Old:

" Testarnent we would not even know,.,

5 ihat the [

ped o
about it’? Is there

g ,
" biﬁlk:al reAsON WhY we, shquld keap
Shoutd we tio

L sabbath today !
L keep all tgn. of the Ten
LT ments - OF “only Jtho

- ".fmadlauo

S Dld Tm&munlg gekground, By"-

~ way ot-& brief backgrourid, ‘the firat :
abbath day folicwed the- 8
rig'days of creation (Gen, 2:1:3). A
ommarnd - 10i-rem

oriad Taw flsfed | :
nomy. 5 {see accompany
on ‘next page). These tund

/. menta| oracles were the only ongsa.-:
- gpoken and writtert-by the. Creator -

" Himself. ANl other lawsy staiutes, ..

]udgmbms and ordindriceés- were-res. 1.

Iayeﬁ tosMoaes ih(ouéh ’anﬁallc.,

;! b(uke, angd you shall pu

. ek
woUd, and hewed, tw
B i!one like the’

- the’ mountain. .
embﬁr this tirst -

the Lord sald to me,. ‘Hew lwo-ta-
bies of slone liké the tirgt, ang come -
up o me on the Untain; and .
make &n ark. m Wcutj., And. 1 will
‘write on: the :
warg on 1he msl" tub!ﬂ

S0 Mude ap ar

“mountain wilh

" Hand. And he {Gud]-wrot Lo

tHe lit! Writing, the torr ', -
-:comnmhdmenm which the Lord "
“1had spoken.to you.onthe

lnbms. .1

Qutaif
cut ol the st of hy ]

came near.and atcod at

spoke 1o-you. | And he-declared

‘o you hig covenanl whigti he'com-

~Appl
Jamee. leading apoeue of the zlaru-
-salern. Church. of :God, “fetarred to
‘the-whole Decalogue in his general

eplstie 10 the twelvé tribes of lsrael:
" He wrote: Mf- you -reallytullll the
foyal law, actording:to" the - scrip

* ure, You shall love your heighbe
the.- jalyouraan, ‘youdo v, But 'y

‘ g that the may lsarn
Yo fear ma "all the. days that they. five
“upon the earth, gnd t
“teach thelr “children 80
% WOrK- . -

hey. may

'om\)ﬁ

| AND
MANDMEN‘I'S

book of Deuleronumy "Al lhat limo .

shsw partiality, you commit sin, nnd
@iy conviclad by (he iaw as trans

gwasois [gin is the lransgiession of .

the law, seg | \John J.4]. For who-
ever keeps the whole law but fails i

- ong 'point hes become guilty of all
" of it. For he {remember this is &ud]
" who sald, "Do,not commiil adultery,'

sald also, ‘Do ot kill,' It.ybu do not

. ‘commit adultery but do Kill, you
. have become a uansgrnswr of thy
v law. So speak and go act as those -

. who g 10 be judged. upider: lna lm'
tliberty” (James 2; g12). - c
2 ‘ ﬂstnbuihes wverel;, .

L. 14:18

)Thc rﬁVli'lnw hq!a dlstlnctv‘, '

‘ " ’the
. Then’ ‘the Lord

this royai la
« Afew guestio

iBrlons st
ommandments detlnlng
lationship with’his God? Or:
rréter to.all ten' as duly deil
tad-in, Exodus. 20.and Deuterol
g Chijstlaris only réquire
spacmcalty keep the ldstsix co
idiignts “defining :man’ § pmp
sactation.with his. nelg
-obserirg the flrst four o
nethereal sen ?




b

“ments. A rich young ruler ance '

. ..08me 10 Jesus and, askéd Him a °

. yitally. important question; ..

+ "'‘Teacher, what good deed must |
do, to have eternal Iife?' (Matt.

48:16.) Jesus ‘answered: “if you - |
| w " 'would -enter life, keep the com-

.mdndments" (verse -17), But the:

N . young. man/wanted to know which
commandments Jesus was specifl- -

“cally referring to. “And Jesus sald;

*You shall not kill, You shall net

- commit’ adultery, You shall not

. steal; You shall not bear false wit-

- ness, Honor your father ‘and

" mother, and, You shall ‘love your -

- nelghbor as yourselt' *’ (versa 18). -
Here’ Jesus speolfically enumer-

' ated-five of the last slx command- |

_ Love for God '

1. You shall have no other

goda baforeme, - .
" & Yau shall not make your

- seit any graven image. ' -

{ 8 You shall. not take' the

© name of'the Eternal yout
©, Godinvan, . -
' 4. Remember the Sabbath

- day, 10 kesp it ‘hoty,

Love for Neighbor"! .
Honor your. father and -
‘your mother. . ‘

|- &, Youshall otk
* 7. You shall nat ‘commit.

ch - , .
:7 S y T € Sy ‘*_ T Bt S o st e 'i T SRRk
' — b A PR " g. .. —
I
. N )
|y & ! K .
‘ . , y
Il' N "' .V '. LV \
: » b N \ L
. N 4
‘ . . 1] ;"
‘ Let us withhold judigment yntii we . Are we to believe that the sscond:
have examined a féw-more of the overall commandment to love your
f; ** New Testament documents, _- neighbor,has distinct polnts, but the
5 Jesus and the Ten Command- o, first and great commandment has -

v

none? Are- we 10 belisve that the"
God of the'New Testament does not

tell us how we are to love Him In’ .«

« distinet, practical ways?. * -
-+« New Tostament Emphpaels, None-
. theless, whenever a substantisl por- -

tion of the Decalogue is quoted In-. e

the New Testament, the emphasis is’

~ nearly aiways on “love your neigh-

bor.” Why? , L
. ‘James gives us just.a hint, He
“swrofe: . “With it ‘[the tongue] we-
\, - bjess the Lord and.Father, and with
. It we_curéewnen; who o
the llkeness of God. From the same .

* ‘mouth come blessing and ciraing. S

~ My bréthren, this' ought not to be
80" (Jamee 3:8-10).

‘are made in T

|- Anpareniy, st the time when the *

merits-and-capped-them:-off with-the
~-8uminafy commandment. to Icve:
-+ Your neighbor as yourself, .
. “Later, a lawyer askedJesus a °
very similar " question: ‘‘Teacher,

|+ what<shafl | do to Inherit olernal -

e (Luke 10:25.) This time, be-

: 4 - cause of .the molive of the ques-
~ + . tloner, Jesus answered in a

_different manner: “He sald to him, -

_ ‘What I8 written In tHe law? How do
" you read?’ And he answered, ‘You
shail love the Lord your God with all

- and with sl your strength, and with .
all your mind; and'your risighbor as .
" yoursei' "' (verses 26-27). The iaw-
- -yer repiled by first loossly quoting
- Deutercnomy 6:5, and secondly
Leviticus 18:18, In the Ol¢ Testa- -
ment. Love of God was emphasized
firat and thert love of neighbor.

adultery.,

W, You shall nof steal: .
9. You shall. not bear talse
- ~Witness - against ‘your -
. helghbor. .. -

»

10, You shall fiot covet.

have'bnsh?ad Hght; do ..fhll; snd
you will live, (verse 28). :

Another account -jr, Matthew'
- phrases virtually the same anawer
in Jesus’ own wards (examina any.

red letier Blbie). Jesus was asked:

svents were hiappening that occa-
* . ajoned the later writing of the New ., -

-Testament " documents, the -maln, . *.

outward problem ‘revolved around.

- |, the violatign ot the last six com-

- Jmendmants Specifically pertaining
" to one's neighbor. For Instande, the '

" Phiarlsees magle & fetish out of the .-

- fourth comma¥dment. They used It

- nelghbors, They severely criticized : .
.yesus for healing a man blind ffom -
birth.on:the Sabbath day (ses.John -

as g’ excuse not 1o love thelr = . -

com-

; het, W §the § '
‘mandment In the law? And He .

‘[Jesus]-said-to him, 'You shall love -

the Lord your God with ali- your
-heart, and with all your-soul, and

- with all your mind. This'Is the great
- and first commandment. And a gec- .

ond is like it, You shali love your

neighbor as yourgel!, On these two -

-~ Jowus- did not disagres” with this~ commandrents, depend all the law

threatening to ostraclze boil him

and his parents from tHe religlous: -

« community, But the point is: they.
used the Sabbath commandmentto . .
camouflage their disobedience to : -.

. the.great principle of loving one's.
neighbor.. - 4 -l T

ing one commandment against

u). Thiey, In reallly, did-nof love the .~ &
‘poor man. Instead, ‘they woufd up - *

: ” ‘-..'."I."

TR

S | . :* This pariicuiar modus operandi —* . |
- lawyer: “And he sald to him, 'You - and prophets’. " (Matt. 2.2:30740)»? - play

| .. 0000 News ey o
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another - was part and parcel ot

1

|} . Lo
. has to hunt in the New Testament

E‘od. when 'we love God and obey
5
Love and obedlence- to: God go

vahat we love- the children of

“* ments. And file commandments are.

fsmmandments” (| John 5:2).

. “bondage. - A

.- -This article rias‘brqé,che‘d_ but-'ona ‘

aspect of the overall Sabbath ques-
. flon. We recommend the followirig

. 'hmhaﬂm#mmmammummumcms ‘as . turthet
.| of-Giad, thiat wi keep his command-

_not burdensome” (verse 3).

The Sabbath cpmm-nam.nmg'

we stated earller, nowhere Is the

- study guides: Which- Day Is the'.
. Chiitian Sabbath?; Which Day .IS. -
the Sabbath “of -the New Testa: .
- ment?; The Ten Corimandments;
“Were the Ten Commandments in

. thelr favorite bag of “religious” - 1 r-aven veiled references to these
. tricks. They even excused them- ireg commandments. In actual . o
; selves from economic suppont of fack there Is more quantitative New .« .
! their aged parenis lor “reiligious , Testament information and instrud- Y
: ! _* ‘reasons.” Jesus said to these hypo- tibn concerning the Sabbath com-
'\ ! critical . types: '‘Mow well you set mandment than any one of these
aside the commandmant of God'in - otherthres. . .= e
order o maintaln your traditiont ~ So ‘the emphasis In the New e o = A .
. - Moses sald, ‘Honoyr your father . Testament is on’the last six com- OFGOD:
, ‘and your ]m'otheré [tne fifth com- m?n?mnx? and-also. on. rhalnreré N a oL
- mandment]. ... But you hold that e ationship between the broad - . R T PR
it-a man says to his father or  principles bridging the last six and” | . WhatdQQSit “
K mother, ‘Anything of “ruing which the first tour. In Ephesfans 5:5, the - | -« iy . ? .
might have been used for your ben- apostie 'Paul- relpted that cov-s - meﬂ'ltoyou .
, _efit 18 Gorban’.(meaning: set apart.. @lOUSNOSS, (number ten) /s idolatry. | - D S
4 for Gad), he Is no longer permitted  (number one). : N I A TSI
. " fo’ do anything for his father ¢r * However, the Ten Command- - e
mother. T Hus by your own fradition, ments,- 8 magnitied in the New, :Kingdom. n. ‘A politically - |
hahded down among you, you Testament, stlll représent one ° - organized corimunity or major
' _ miake God's. word null and ‘vaid" . whole; complete law with ten } territorial unit having & mo- |
" Mark' 7:9-13, -The *New. English ' points. Jesus telis: us that to'love - | narchical form of government .|
* Bible). These Pharisees were claim- ., God ls the first and great command-. -} headed by & king or queen. Lo
i ing that furds which might have "ment; James tells us tha. there are . . Lt
' . been earmarked for parental sup- - points to. Gog's royal law: John tells - The phrase “kingdom of God,'’
\ " port'were' dedicated to the service  US that we cannot hate. our fallow- which -appears frequently in the
‘ . of the aitar of God. But there ls no. * ‘man and love God simultanequsly. ,:l'?'l?' "“‘fm," "“:‘d In ,""57.'3':,'
. ‘way 10 dighonor one’s parent and . The TenGommandments are a_ ' “9:;";??:::;‘*‘:‘?#&‘02
“ B\mu"anﬁﬂusly love od.. It Bimply "oomplete packﬂgﬁ_” "': one coms N | OQﬂdmbﬂ of mind held by bellsv-
_can'tbedonel .. 0 o . man nent cannot be. arbitrarlly - | ers. Aimost no one. would apply'.
“The apostle John debply under- .- rippedYut.of God's ten-point law. it | the standard dictionary definition .
stood this inextricable inter- “one ls|broken,: all are- broken “in” v | of “kingdom' < a type of gov- |
relatioriship “between loving Ged "~ principlp. .~ T . . I arnment over a specific terditory.. | .
g w. - and lovihg relighbor and the Irony ~"The Sabbéth Is stil one of the | Yetthat in pracisply how the term -
" otcialming tt do one-whilg omittinig .. Ten Commandmeénts!” It has, hgw- . | 18 moat olen used In the Bible. | .
. the'other. “If-any ong says, I love . * ever, been._ greatly magnitied by - | The rea -muaning. of the term -
* ' /God," and hates his brother, ne s a =" Jesus’ owr, personal exarnple and - mlf""‘ of God" Is far morgn- |
: lart-tor: Hié-“who-dpes not_iove hisInstruction.*typitied by His famous - mgm:ﬁ‘;g}%.‘“;’}tggg,
[ * brpther whom he has seen, capnot - :staterment that -"The sabbatfi was . |- pooklet .Just What Bo‘lvou’f‘
' -lbve Gag. whom, he has not seen.. “made.for man, not man for the sab-- ' ingdom of.God? | -
L And.-.this. comrandmiént wo" have . bath" (Mark '2:27). Keeping God's . . y-explainy what the King- -
ot from him, that 'he who loves God seventh-day. Sabbath does not in-.- dom '0f God Is and why e ime | o |
.~ ‘should-love his brother also'’ - YoWe.an andless list of burdensomse ., portant 1o you. For a free copy, | -
, (1 John 4:20-21). ©.o - - dos' and don'ts. The Sabbath-was write to The Good News at-the | .-
"> It also works the other way. No-" Intended to be agreat blessing for - rees nearest you. (Ses Inslde " | .
.. tice-in-the next chapter: "By this we " ‘mankifid ~ not @ terrible: yoke of .- for ad world- |

Force Before Moses?” and "Ara All *

' '\Y " ‘Sabbath command repeated verba- 3 v
s " the Ten Commiandments in the New

? . tim in the New Testament: Hawever, .

N R B ‘ B .. neitherdre the first three.command-‘ Testament?"' Be sure to request this -
m i, ~ - ments- (show{ng ~us -how-to- qu,&..——f—ﬁee‘:,nterature.,Malllnu _addresses -

‘God) repeated verbatirm. This s a - are in the staft box on the insid
‘ taqtbqpph’bﬁen:mrget._ jOn,}e'_rogn‘y _ *!r_b'n_tcpvq.;.‘;.'_ D e
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The army of the king o Babye

lon was fighting against’ Jeru- - ,

salem -and against. all’ the
remaining cities of Judah, Lachish .

. and Azegah:' For only these fe- .
* mained unconguered of the !omﬂed( ‘

. cities of Judah,"

This recard In Jaremlah 34 7l
|ikely to be’ passed over by the cas- .

ual reader. Yet that.verse suddenly

. took on new signiticance when the
" anclent” city of Lachish was ex- .
- cavated. Among the rubble of cep-
turies appeased Iétters from the L F
" time of Jeremlah the prophet, .
Ona of these letters, when trans— »

lated: contained the f6llowing state- .

. ment: "'Let it be kriown that we are
" watching the firg: slgnalé of Lachish 1!
according to &ll the signs which my
" . lord gave. Buf we do not see those'.
"ot AzBgah'" (all translations ara tha -
" author's). ‘
LA number of scholars ralatad thls; .
* statement 1o the-last. stand of Ju- -
.. . -dah, speculating. that Azegah had
- .already tallen to the Babylonians.

—This-wottid-gxpl mwnwmrg—WdﬂeﬂEVéb 1o be !h?’ﬁifé ot'tné
‘nals were, no_longer vislble. Too

little  information” is - prasarved to.

~know for:certain.- Yet seholars real-
- ‘Ize.that'the Lachish letters: arenone‘

~of the most valuable finds of He-...

. brew documents: from tha !ime °’;

- the,Old Testameént.

"> Impartant Documcnu for Hobmv'

History. . Hebrew * written recdrds .

T from. the time- of-the Old Testament
© are. rare.. This' mieans  that evary
- gerap: of wming i8 mportant Even -

D are found on colns - are treasured.
~o ¢ finds, Itis hardly any wonder, there-

- " fore, that thé Lachish letters with
- - "about 80 lines of wrlﬁng are among
-+, thé most important original sources:
In" Hebrew- from* Paiesting per-

haps. second only to the Dead Sou-»

o 7Scrolls

“The letters were dlscovered duré-f’
~ing lhe a)&cavatlon of Teil. .d-Du-

qgoa Nzws ng wn

NEW Llsﬁ'r o
" ONTHE Assol,: .
JEREMIAH

by Loslar L. Grabbe

-ancibnt clty fof Lachish mentioned
- In the " OId JT'estament and. other:
.sources. Esghteen werg' found" in’
1935 and. arfother - threg “in' 1938
: Details of the archaeolcgy bfl-'the::
sité as well' 'ag of the letters, were
"published By Oxtard" Umversit
“Pregs in, a- four-volume " serl @
 titled Lachlsh R o
. .- Atthe“time the’ Ietters wara o
pally written, good Guality - writing :
* material" such® a5 papyrus’ of. vellum

miessages not requiring th privag
-of a sealed communicaﬂa wer
ofter simply’ writlen ‘out” on.
sherds. Potsherds., Otten; £
traca (smgular osrracon

thenware pots  wire widely usad,
Broken pottemﬁff.,,agments ‘made a '
quite’ysabia surtace for wrlung with
pen and mk The Lachish mtara ¢
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etratum in, which the letiers were
' ‘found. These wete in what is la-
- beled Level Il at- that site.The city
101 that level or stratum had. been
. destroyed by:fire. The fire was pre-,
surpably caused. by conquest since*
+ the various. rermains offfortitications
+» show the evidence of-damage,
hasty repalr. and further damage -

o : .« 3he likely result ofasloge .

“ The tratum ]ust below (Level HI)

| also shows evidence ot destruction,

- byMire:-Only a, few ypars seem to.-

:’.‘*have Itervened . between the two

aestrucﬂons Also, while, the, fortiti-- °
-cations dasgmyad in Level"lll-were

v

o

. rebuill:to-form'a ‘part of Levelll, .. "’

palace of Level Il was.not. This in- |

.I‘ dicates-an urgengy 16 repalr the tot-

tmcanans but nothing else. "’

The date 587 B.C. for the. de-'v s
structlon of Level Il by Nebucha- .

‘drezzar lg - ‘‘gctepidd. by -all
. scholars’ (Archasvlogical £ /clo-
pzedle ot the Holy Land,” 64\
* There is. not full agreemer aboit”
“the destruction In Level il (Many
put it 10 another fnvasion ot Ne-

\ buchudrezzar ip 697. But some feel .

{15 even earlier; See also G: E. »
. ,Wright, "*Judean Lachish,"’ Biblicgl.. \:

- Afchaeologist Header '2; K. Kari-
yon Archaealogy inthe Holy Land,
P 291 f1.; 1l Kings 2 24 10417, 25 1-
: 12.der 39 52).

- Another reason for the dahng Is
tha %’y

e of the writing,.The. feﬁafs L

ara. wriftan tn the “‘Phoenician”, or.

‘.

o ”To my lord Yaosh May Yahweh '
*_in'good health! Who is thy servant but g ¢

" been’norpedte for thy se-vaat ©

. the letter of the king and the Tefters of-
- read them!WAnd biehold the words
" fo weaken our hands and1d
. ,‘_',mtormed aQout them.. _ théunot
. ‘them'saying, ‘Why-do'ye thus even jn. Jerusalern? Behold uno the

. And_now my lord, wilt th

king and unto this house are yé domg
thy’

this thing!’ And, as Yahweh
Gpd fiveth, truly. sinice thy servant'read the letters’ there hath

in Anclem NaarEasram Taxrs‘ 3rd edition, p. 322)

: maymummhmwmm :

¥ {translation by W.-F Albright K

T "pama-Hebraw“ scripl (This difters.

: rom. the ‘so-called:; Ysquare’’; scnpt
adqpted by the AlEws aﬂqptheur re- :

-L turn-from Babylon and. still used: tor

-modern " Hebrew:) Enaugh* exam-. \"

_ Ies of 'the pid ‘seript have qurvnvec:-

p1, C
pr palec»graphers to trace the higs .-

fory of the’
lar* étyle
" ’usuall be dated wuhln a\cenjury or

vritl ng ‘styls. The' pamcln

. .,A third-ald 1o datmg Is the names
mqnﬂoned within the letiers. There
ra approxlrnately twenty persanal .

/Identiflable In hq letters. Six

'used. in a document ‘can

§

i




+ oo ‘-.' . h*’ . ‘. N i
ter of deremiah 36 alontsb %ere«»
miah, Neriah, Gemariah, Elnathan, .
Shelemiah, Shemaiah: Other names’
common {o poth the letters and
Jefémjah are Coniah,' Hoshaiah;.
Shalium and Jaazaniah. Although
these names are not necessarnly

. contined to the Beok of Jeremiah in
the Bible, they are concentrated in

perlod he personal names ces
tainly cluster around Jeremiah..
Finally, the language of -the lgt
- lers corresponds to clagsical Id
Testament ebrew Gf the monarchy
but seems to have closést affinjty
with that of the becok of Jeremigh
; ~(D W, Thorhas, Palestine Explora-
# tion Quarterly, 1950, 4). 'Inter- ,
& esungly. the word for “fire signai’”’
. (mas'ef) is used absolutely in the
- Bibie oniy-ence —-In Jeremiah 6:1. -
. The use ot internal vowel ieters is
I aiso very important. An the eatliest
! “ Hebrew inscriptionis, nofte “ateur.
~ For exarnple. there .are not any in
the Siloam inscription of a century
before.’A few occur inthe Lachish
letters. They aré used more and:
more 10 thk. succeeding cenfunes
Ty until they ‘teach, wide usage in the
Lead Sea Scrolls. Those in the
Lachish letters fit:: : precisely with .
what would be expeczed from their.
normal datmg :
\ When ali theset iNgs are consxd-
o ered, 1t becomes clear-thaf, in the -
woras of Dr. Kenyon:-*'The names. -
used. the language. and many
small details reflect-the conditiong
. - prevaiing at.the time &t which Jere-
‘miah wrote”’ (op.cit., p.296)."
The Prophet Within the Letters.
- Siricé the letters seem o fit the time.

- —of Jeremmiah - just’ betore the fall of 1

Jerusalem, 1t is not surpnsmg that
one might find sofns clues to'events. .
of .his time within ‘the messages’ of
the letters. In tact, the word.
“prophet” clearly occurs in gne of -
the letters (nd. Ill..Jine 20). How- -
B ' ever, this reference seems some- Ny
{#hat insignificant since the prophat

: seems only a meSSEnger and is not "

I otherwise idgntified: "“And the fres-.

e
&

sage ot Tokian, the, servant of the .
king. wh:ch the orophet brought o
Shatiugm - .
Anothar !efger contains \anguage
- strongly . reministent of Jore- .
migh 38 4. The Jeremmh passage
‘. states, ''The, princes saidt 16 the _
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" ing rigmmg men In this’c

" ‘especially &t the. Subjet

'THE SEAL OF GEDALIAH |

In ancient times inscribed seals usually made of stone, were often
used to mark objects with'the pwner's name. ‘Usuyally & small lump

" of clay was affixed to the object-and then stamped with the seal, | 1‘

thus making an impression ,of the owner's name on the clay. In

Palestine, many seals or sealings bear the inseription *(belonging)

-to the king" and were evndently used to rna.'k nems colleoted as

" taxes. .
" <Alohg with the leners ‘inscribed or potsherds seyeral nnscrabed
stone seals from the same period as the ietters -were found at -

Lachish. Among theim was one inschibed t archaic Hebrew char-

- +gcters reading ' ‘(belonging) to Gedaliah who Ts over the house.”

Scholars have Goncluded that this seal may- well be that of the Ge-
1 ‘daliah who was the governor of Judea under Nebuchadnezzar af- |
""‘7“ter 'he Babylomans had conquered Paiestme Gedaliah* and 'his

retamerg were killed Dy a party of rebelli@us Jewsded by Ishmael, a

' member of the exiled foyal house. while they were guests at the

40 g1 18)..

’

- e

' ,.govampr s omcaal re‘ssdunw In Mizpah (see it Kings 25: 22~26 Jder 1
8 . Amoay%:mws 4 . e BT B

st}
(a

1

. )

weakens the hands.of
, and-the -
“hands of all the people RS 4 atter V|
.1aads: “‘Now.note that the words of
\ the .. . afe_ not. good:. Weakening .
your hafds, ‘and loosehmg the
hands of the men . "(lings, 5-7).
This' letter. is.. severaly damaged
‘and has- sgveral tantanznng gaps,
1 of, tne
st&zemem ;ust Quoaed ho was-
'weakening the hands’?. The. word |
is obliterated. Many scholars have
restomd ghe word

ksng Let tnog man die because he
e rémain- -

- word: ‘prophiet.” .
A name endmg in -hu occurs in .
anomer letier .(no. XVI).. The first .

‘princes’” (Hg— L

e

-.‘x;r,ew sarrim). Some, though, ‘have - -
i conctu"ded the word was most likely
“*'prophet’; (Hebrew navi). The latest .
_“handboak-Of northwest Sermitic in-

Scnpt:ons ‘@ €L Gibson, Text-
book of Syrian Semitic Inscriptions,
vol. l) Hor. axample

part of the name is illegible, but

" .80/mé have tngt to see Urlah (He-
" brew. Wriyyahu — Jer, 26:20-23) or
aven Jersmiah (Hebrew Yirmeyahy)

i it. E!sner ot these wcufd be quite

‘.27

.

restores the . ‘




e
-

: mterestmg it correct. chever t"e

" ddentitication with Uriah seems$ dafi-

>

nitely excluded fcr a number cf r@a-
. sons. Aiso many, names Of tke time

‘ended in- -nu . it is unii kan ‘6 be .

~gither.
uo'!Sfdenng the. poss:b‘umes ina
" .Aumber of passages pone can only

“regret that thé writing ‘of many- of ..

the letters is' aged and oﬁen
mtahiy unreadab!e. in swh situ-
. ationsa ‘'scholar ¢an only’ work with-
* what he has and hope.for new. dis--

coveries ' to cClarity the many di-

‘lemnmas.

A Mission to’ Egypt A&assage in’
letter no; il reads, it was related to
-your servant that the captain of the
army, Conigh son of Emathan
came by. on’ his way 1c. Egypt
(lmes 13- 16) N )

» The purpose of the' mn&non is not

exolanned since the recipigni of the; ’
. letter wouid prsbab!y have already
“been awdre.of it. But several pos-
. gible . éxplanations ..pressnt . them- |

. ‘selved when we lodk at the Book of .

Jerarmah The namé Coniah. is’'a .

o shonened forh . of Jeconhiah. The

kmg Jenhoiachin also Had this name-

L (Jer, 22:24); ‘though he ewdemly N

‘was not the one mentionsd’ heré:

On the other pand, a rather = "

‘prominant person. by the name El-

nathan is menhoned several times, -
‘in Jeremiah. He was thke-man in: .
charge ‘of the’ mission % Egypt 1o
‘extradite the Dmphet Uriah who'
. pad- fied' there - (Jer. 26:20-23).. "
< Later Einathan- advised king Jehoia- |

" Kim not-to burn:the: scrolt whu;h

. Bardch had wrmen at; Jefamlah s .
'dmﬁatuon (Jer. 36). .The king, of = = -
“Bourse.. did not heed, but burned e e

" anyway.

~ We canniot be cenam that tha .
- Coniah of the Lachish etter, Was the,

".. $on-of the Elnathan of the bock of

Vo

Jaremaah But we do know that this

Goniah was commandemn—chee! u!

the army at the time arid. this:a' wery,-v
umpqrtant ‘personage. - One” strong .-

possibility for his -trip 1o Egym

quaner

basnegj Jerusa&bm As a Tesult,

the Bal ymman army tempamnsy-

wnhdrsw Wa axe not told that’ tha

. of Jug an,
© Coniah's’ mussion inthe L

- for- help from a:petty
- be swampec by the Babylohian
" gumy. The. letter, géngrally thought
/ to-be from the ruler of the Philistine

Egyptnan army came a‘r the-request
but that seefts tkely.
achish iet-
ters. indicates arrangentents. weré
-~ {ikely to have been made in ad-

vance by some.sort ¢f L'eaty be‘a.'e ]

the SBaby:onian invasion

Later history :rfo:ms us that the.
attemp!.of the kingdom ¢f Judah ¥
obtain military help frem the Egyp-

tians . was ' uséless. Aithough the

Egymtans realized the. danger from

" the rising Baby:onian. smpire, they.

‘were unable 1o kéep' it out of the
Waest.

" The record in Jeremiah
L 3ais likely to be passed
“over by the casual reader.
. Yel that verse suddenly’
took on new significance
- when the anclent city of
Ladhlsh was excavated.
-Among the rubble of -
ce:ﬂurleu appeared letters
- from the'time of Jeremlah

R tho prophtt

o

e

v RN

marchmg nonhward 10 jsm vmh the. -
Babylo-
“riians sevefal years before (about- .
‘609 B. C.). Josiah. fodhshly fried to
oppose the Egypﬁan arrmy and ost
“his lite (il Kings, 23:28-30), But the
* Babylonians wére not;: §0
. would “have -beeri the attempt 10 -

gain., mmtary assnstance hrom mat“ )

Agsyrians in’ fighting the

OVQI Coma.

.. Another doctumem from -aboyt
: * ths tme of the Lachlsh letters. (but

Jererian” 375 e - us mat the

P&iaraoh brought an army agamst '

“'the Babylonians, while they. were-

A Ararmiac) contains e pitifut plea’ .
king about 1o

cety of Ashke&on tejls Pharwh thaﬂ

the Bahy orian- a'my & near:

P“araoh u\ecc had beeﬂ )

. now even Judah itselt.
© sigly for the .Lachish ietter (70 WY

e

oo

-‘ Bab -Arch: - Reader 1.- p.

easzly} .

. ]

y Lpon
his- zern'c-y The wrier NMm ms-
his oyaity. 1o :gy@x ang asxs for
}'e& to sgve him from the -aw e S
. nians.  {See Ddnner-Rol K-
nangd sch une A'aﬂéis**yc
inschriften; &@80-JChn "-r;“' 5'\
Arch. Reaceri, £p. 95 :
. Like the Jews, he fc
“troken réed’ 1o lean Oﬂ .
The Last Days of Judzh.. Tne final
- siege gnd conquest ¢f jucan s viv-
idly described in the backs of vere;
miah ahdyl] Kings. Thie p icture can
now e suppiemenied by ancent
‘records frehn Bapy‘o*' Egypt. and

E@yst a

" qgeioteg at the beg nning of irus ar-
tcle. most of the iehers do nov

seem to s&‘ow an ac’dal s’aLe o]
L war: :

: Anumber mough wdacate gfeu

arations 'for. war, are .int’ progress

Except gos- -

(nos. iX arig Xilf). One hw‘soarky'"

- at some sord.of consg gracy (no. V).
As Dr. Gibson writes: “The imjfes-.
' gion cne gets is that the énemy on-
s&augh! !s any mcmem immnient '
Vop cit. .n35). Tmsceﬂmmy “1s the

turbulem time dunn@ ‘the iasz days- .

" of Zedekidh. .
" Yet the black. day on wh:ch Jeru- -

salemn feil was not the end Al that

. time King Jehoichin was a caplive

_in . Babylon where he had been

" taken years' before (about 8Q7 -
f Kings. 348 17) He'is menuened
. in .a series of Babylonian tabiels
‘whnch listed the provisions| given 1¢

.” foreigin-captives (see W. F. Albrignt,
1061).
Years later, the ‘son - of “Nebugha-:
. drédzar, Wi, was now the lung of
Babylon removed Jéhoiachin frcm

" his'pnson and allowed him toﬁ -
e,

" his cwn tabig for the’ rest of
(nr Kings. 25:27-30). -
While.iny captivity Jeholachm had

a number. of sons, jhe eidest of

* whom was Sheaitiel This Shegte!

was the \‘amer of Zerubbabe! Ze- - :

rubbabel Headed the return: trom -

 chptvity -and the rgbuiding ‘of the
“temple ir Jerusalem (E2ra 1-8).
Judah was 1o cantinue for quite a

few centuries. So was the ling ot |
- Jehoiachin. it was through tum that

*Jesus’ descent was reckoned |

(Matt 1). This, Jasus was not only

ta give hope 10 the Jews of his own’
!nm@ but 1o au men ‘ofall ime. O
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