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mistly compesed i e penod fim
soout 200 BC. © AD 180 For.
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wimely Lrsp.sed i the firs! centuny..

Later, in the sacbn
ceniunies AD., i appears thal sp
ot the-eary fathes of he Cathole
‘Cryurch regertad cEran ApoLiy-

g to the fourh

phal bocks as canomicdl Cihers, -

however, ¢id nol. For example, Je-
rome, who transated the Senplures
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Vulgate), did not regard the Apoo-
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QUESTIONS

e

those books s ubdanonical and
accuptod only the-Jowlsh Old Tosta-
mont canon. In roaponse: 10, this,
the, (Catholic) Councll of Tront in
1546 dochuod them canonigal and
mepiod  Tho stuaton hat roe
minnod basically the same untit tho
prosont day.

According to the Now Testamant~

Chnstansg should accopt as canoni-
cal Old Tostamont Scnpturo ohly
thoso books which have boon ofti-
clally accoptod by the Jows. Those

~ Apocryphal books gonorally in-

cludod in the Catholic Old Tusta-
mont would not, thergforo, quality
as canonicnl Scrptus@.  Howover,
this dous not moan that a Christian
should not read theml Those books
do contain valuablo historical duta
of tho intortostamental poriod as
woll as interosting and informafivo
writings by Jowish religlous thinkors
of that day. It would not bo wrong at
all to road thom for educational, in-
tormative purposes; in fact, it would
be good for Chnistians to be awaro
of their contents since they illus-
vale dspects of Jewish hislory and
roligious  thought just  preceding”
and duning the ime of Jesus.

In addition to these, there are a-

number. of early ,Chrlstlan writings
sometimas referred to as ''Now Tos-
tament Apocrypha.”' These consist

.ol a great number of books of ali

kinds — gospels, acts, letters,
apocalyptig literature, etc. Nearly all
of these woPks aré spurious embel-
lishments of the contents ‘of New
Testament books. “‘That any of,
them praserve authentic traditions
of words or doings of their heroes
—~ notably Jesus, the aposties, the
Virgin, and other chafacters in the
canonical New Testament books —
is most unlikely’” (ibid.). None of
these books can be seriously re-

garded as having a cltaim to New .

Testament canonicity. The New
Testament canon:has been prac-
tically undisputed for the last thou-
sand years.

For more information on thig sub-
ject, write for our free reprint article
"Do We Have the Complete Bible?"
Q; “Should a Chrlstlan read

BO0D NEWS luly 1076

science-fiction literature? Or any
type of fictional lilerature, for that
matter?” ’ .
Gary H.,
Orrville, Ohio

A What one choosys o roud s

largoly a mattot, of porsonal tasto.

Unloss such literaturo coutos o por-

50N 1o broak God's law (ke porno-
graphic or hatg-onented matonal
might), thore 15 nothing wrong with
roading mahy dittoront typos. of it-
orary works — both tichion and non-
fiction. i1 ono approuchoes such
books golidly graundod in God'u
Word and His law, thore s much
that can bo learnod and ‘ghinod
from reading vanous hiction works,
For example, the apostle Paul wag
woll vorsod in tho socular pootry
and literatlurg of his day, and

original Grrouk the word translatod
UHithinoss' 16 aischrotos, moaniing
"ugliness. or wickedneoss.” ' Silly
Calk” was ransiated from the word
morofogid moaning "'silly or foolish
talk or convorsatton; lovity” from

outrapoha which camo 1o have tho

ANSWERS

conn%uhon of "cowrso jsting” or -

“bultoonory' (Amdt-Gingrich L oxi-
con of New Fostamaont Grook).
Obviously, wickadnoss 1 soma-
thing 1w which wo should not pur
ticipato. Algo foolish talk, courso

- jeuling and bulloonery aryg’ some-

thing Christians would ‘want to

avoig.”

QZI thore ig a place tor a songe of
humor and a joffful approctation of
wit in the Chnstian porsonality. Tho
apostie Paul fumsol! mado a pun
which he recorded in his letter o

quoted this matorial in his “dju- @ Philomon. Vorses 10 and 11 con-

cussion with unbellevers and in his
opistlos (scoe Acts 17:28; Titus
1:12).

Ot courso, «there are some roaily
poor-quality books (both fiction and

nontiction) that would beo a wasto of.

time to read. Also, some books can
produce amotionally objectionabig
oﬂo;)ts such as doprossion. But
whGther one reads a book or not is
basically a matter of personal judg-
ment and preference.

Well-written: science-fiction mate-
rlal can be informative, educational,
enteraining, and very intellectually
stimulaling to read.

Q: “A ftriend and’| had a dis-
cussion on the subject of making
jokes about sex. He says 'jesting’

~ about sex is out. | don't see any

harm in this. Obviously, fiithy
jokes are ho good, but aren’

there, harmliess jokes about

sexy?” LY
o J.A,,

. Beckley, West Virginla -
A: The verse on which your friend
based his opinion is found in Eph-
esians 5.\Here the apostie Paul is
instructing the Ephesian church to
be “imitators of God'' and Ywalk in
love."” Verse 4 remds: ''Let there be
no filthiness, nor silly talk, nor lev-
ity, which are not fitting. but instead

let- there beé thanksgiving.” In the

tain a play on tho wbord "‘usetul”
and tho name of the. slave Ono-

simug, which in tho Groek meant -

“usclul.”” In most of our progsont
Enghsh translations tho rolationship
of these Groek words Is not evident.
Sox of and by itsell s not ob-
scono. It is a normal body function
and is porfectly wholosomo and
good within tho God-dotined-irmits
ol marriage (Gon. 1:28, 31, Hob.
13:4; | Cor. 7). There are some
jokes about the subjoct of sex that
are not “evil';ot “'obscens!” Each
individual Christian shoutd be ablo
o discern which jokes are funny
.and inoffensive, and which ars
coarse dnd vulgar to him and
others, and to act accordingly

But don't offend your friend by
tolling himl even harmiess jokes on

the subject if he has made it clear to -

you that "jesting about §8x Is out”
with him. Each one of us has a
special- obligation not to offend our
neighbors 4p joking about some of
theso more sensitive subjocts. Eth-
nic jokes are in a similar. gategory.
The apostle Paul wisely advised us
not to “put g sturmblingblock or an

. occaslon t§ fal] in [our] brother's

“way” (Rom. 14:13¢KJV),
For & more complets biblical per-
spective on tho-subject of 5ox; writo
for out free booklet Is Sex Sin? O
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Romons 8:30 — o dofinitive

seriplure of profound implicalions!

In @ single pessage, the apostie Paul sums up the entire Chrigtian experionce
from prodestination lo glorification. Each koy word in this imp mms pagsage is
worthy of ampilfication. And that is exaclly what this series’of ariicles is
designod fo do. Four.authors have coliaborated to provide you with
Nour important descripfions of thesq basic steps In o Chrislien’s spiritusl development:
predestination, calling, Justitication, and, finally, glorification. We hope you wiii
find these’specially prepared articles valuable and enlightening.

.

!n the long (a'niunw. ol cligreh
history pul;d;v low other ub
joCth have boon dubatog ovor Luch
an ustonded [‘mn()(l Of e ay o
(Jr-' inabion v .
LThy wordf’ prodoctinate o found
i onty” lwo passages 1n e Autho
nrad  Version Homans - 8 29 30
Ephosians 15 11 Fach time the

Sundertying (,wnk word 16 proorro -

The word doos not aghicar 10 bo
, UG0d boldrathaetime of Paul 1hus

B thay even have comed it fnmselt”,
Anothor v 1y, of ﬂmw,d.xlsm} Wnight .

be  ordan” or - dec kﬂ(! upon UL
torehand

fach confext i which !hv wtm!
oceurs  Homans 8 grd b phecisy
1 - conting a powetyl and moy
Nq), iscourse on the Chnstian FRAY
Ieis God s purpese that € bshans
BDoceme very chilgdrern of God

Wilhy such an awesome  backs

drop, 1o wonder prodeshnafion has

been.so iercely dobatod!
o Butsot troe as some Chretuins
have behoved, that God has already

detenmmned the goond and the evt .

the saved and the lost e sheep
and thy gn.ll‘l) le Chnddian be only
a slage 0n which g predndsged
farce s, played oul according lo

parts chosan al random? Qi & pup
' -

8

woOrid ovot though o

»

] .
poet show with auto conlroted man:
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tho final curtaun As time went on,
thoy bogan to seo fhat much more
was yot to coma But the wntings of
tho varly Church toll us of episodes
yol to follow, oven npqurtuture

The final  donauertynt s do-
scnbed |‘;n number of \passages
But fow summarnize Better than ong
in Acts and ono i Paul's writings
“So even the expectation of the
croation longingly awaits tho roveal-
ing of the sona ot God” (Rom
8 19) The very manmigto universe
Jo. @S i ware warnesily desimng tho
time whan puny mortal man — and.
yes. evon the most humble, the very
lowesl. thé Chrsian — becomaos
God s own diving son  Thon witt
come the  time ot restonng ovory-
thing 1o perfechon’ a5 God had al-
teady gronised 1gng bulore (Acty
321,

T o Gog s great plan R has
not changoed® The goopt has nest
beenyvaltyred  The scones yel 10
cotne Cannol be rewntien The b
W ouleorme was deeded long Goo

Vel cumte Bungl have beos o,
sumed about God o plan which
Bave pu oo, w 1 Slage drec
Bons ob the (Me’ﬂdf author s at
fruc vory puoint that e anaiogy
MECS 10 00 CRANTGTT 167 i Give hg
Chwnohian,  dse

1

cardeig fo g peeesl praltern e
Boonly B gsordc ey e
| threr i
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etornal choice of the spintual Israel-
o Granted. God has to make tho
first inihiative st as ho did with
Israel "Ngjone 1s able 1o come to
me unloss the Fathor who sont me
draws him’ (John 6 44) The Now
Tostament meikes iyclonr that God
15 not “drawing” gvoryone at this

fimao ‘

Those whom God calls hu-vg) a
tromondous  rewad 1IQ mqumy
them. as descnbed in such pas-
50905 as Romans B8 and Ephostans
1 s by the power of God's Spint
that thoy are able 1o ive o Chnstan
e ploawng 0 Him (0 John 3 22-
24) Our salvabion 15 ulimatoly dun
o His grace not our own good
deedo (bph 289 .

Yol o Chnstian e i not a pas-

C®ive one i should show good

wOrks as the truit of, God s Spint
(Eph 210 Matt 162/ 1 Tim
4 14) It must not be ausumed that
hoese goud works dre automanc (9
the Chostian: On the (Zun%l;]l_y Che
must exedl burmsolt and pat Jortts b
owa effort 1o use the power God
Qives bven Tenothy had o be ex
hortod to wse he spoaal spanioal
gt gven 1o han () e 4 13 16)
Fourthior ot 8 Dngdablo tor g Chis
Ban  CVON GNO6D FGChiving The TR
Sinnl aned cxpenong g Qod o il
ey o 1ol Gway aned topegl Lol
offor (Heb € 178)
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spocific foreknowledge  Free
chowce means that one can chose
wrongly But there s no raspansi-
bility without risk, and there 18 no
etorngl e without tho nsk of-eter-
nal death

Frosdom Within God's Plen. As a
means of understanding froedom of
ohoice yel within cortain limits, one
can think of an ofig N oa shup
The officor was gwnwpom as o
tree gift. he did not earn it Yet
atong with tho post came tho abihity

“to fulhit it Once the stup gets under
way . there 1s no way he can change .

s dostinations s goal 1 fired and it
gtoams inoraadly toward it
"You the officor has a groal deal of
frodom  Ho can work hard and
cpiry out hig dulies well It hg does,
o knows a groat roward awails tum
at the eng of tho voyage Yot the
duties are not easy  long watches.
froquent stonmns. grushng physical
labor He can siack off and make i
Gamor on hmsel! Ihuu}Jh he knows
e commaendation at the ond will be
legs He could stop work altegother
He Loukd evon actively oppose the
st of the crow
hese aro alf choices ho bas He

hat incentive 10 do weoll, and a

- GOunlad INCoptive 10 Takd (il ecasy

Thew o o way b canl seep the
shugy feoons roachonieg iy witrnaly dos-
heation  Bot wdtun the leoils of the
Stisgy andd e me of the voyage e
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ROMANS 830

means say that Lod caused spe-
cific spermatozoa 1o impregnate
specific ova 1o produce specific in-
dividuals all down through history )

Once God calls a person, He
gives that person His Holy Spirt
upon %}e individual's  repentance
and baghsm  This already requires
certam decisions At every twn in
his Chnstian ite, he must make de-

cisions He has the help of the Holy -

Spint but he alsa has the power 10
reject that help Heo vven has the
power 10 give up God's calling and

»

*,, THEM HE ALSO CALLED" '

.ot an evangehst and later became

Tne days and rhonihs following
The day of Pentecost. AD 31,
were exciing and momentous imes
for the fledging Church ot God
Each day God was adding more
and more believers 10 the body of
Chnst (Acts 2 47) Thoysands were
corming into the Church

The Holy Spint was at work in the

lives of many — often in ways little_

suspected by those mvolved!
Ethioplan Eunuch. The case of the

Ethiopian eunuch 1s such an ex- .

ample ' Bul an angel of the Lord
said to Philip, 'Rise and go toward
the south to the road that goes

down Yrom Jerusalem, to Gaza.'

Thus 1s a desert road. Afd he rose
and went And behold, an Ethio-
pian.a eunuch, a migister [servant]
of Candace, queen of the Ethio-
pians. i charge of all,her treasure,
had come to Jerusalem.1o worship

and was returning; seated in his

chanot, he was reading the prophet
Isaigh. And the Spint said to thp
'Go up and join this chanot " (Acts
8:26-29).

Phiiip had been one of the origi;
nal deacons (Acts 6:1-6). He had
been ordained 1o minister to the
physical needs of the Church of
that'day. But God had even greater

" service in mind for this Hellerustic

Jew. Philip was led to do the work

10

salvation completely. All the time he

also has the pulls of his physical

nature, as Paul so vividly describes
in Romans 7/ and the iust part of
mans 8
Thus, there 15 indeed a type of
predestination God's basic plan in-

' cludes the calling of certain individ-

uals throughout the ages from the
time of Jesus Bul that by no means
removes free choice or the power of
the individual to act within the mits
ot Gods plan No onh¢ 1s pre-
destined 1o be lost, even though
some will not be called uniil later
(Wnite for our free article “'ls This
the Only Day ef Salvaton?”) Yel

m

known as such (Acts 21.8).

God, through the Holy Spint, and
sometimes through angeis, ted
Phip to preach the gospe! In Sa-
mana and in many other parts of .
lsragl  Thig 1s how he came into
contact with the Ethiopran eunuch.

The eunuch was a trusted ser-
vant ot the gueen-mother of the
Ethopian king (“'Candacg’ was a

-t
when one does have his chance for
salvation, 1115 not automatic g has
all the help he needs, he does not

_have to use it, though. Yet God 1s

always willing to work with him so
long as he is wnhng to work with

GO}% A
erefore, never torget. ''Be-
loved, we are God's children now
even though 11 has not been re-
vealed what we will be ke [in hé
resurrection] For we know that
whenever Christis revealed, we will
be just kg hym and see tum just as
he 187" (I John 3 2) What greater.
calhng can posslbly be imagmned'
—~ Lester L. Gragbe

aloud, Philip inguired it-the man un-

derstood therr mEaning.

The queen’y ireasurer repled:
““How can |, uniess some one
guides me?"

The punuch recognized the need
for scriptural explanation’

Philip then explained that. the
passage concerned Christ who was
the Messiah. Proceeding ftrom that
point, he began lo expound (he

dynastic ltle given o the gueen /gospei to the gunuch. As Ptuhp

_tnather). He may have been a J

or he could have been a God-féa
ing Gentile. The formeg is un lkely
however, since there wa,va prohibi-

tion against allowing -€unuchs into

the spintual commtunity of Israel
based upon Deu;g?)uomy 231

in any case, he was'a devoul
man who feare
his Bible As the chanot lurched
down the dusly desertYoad. the eu-
nuch, In tus zeal, strained g read a
copy of the book\ of isatah Hi5 eyes
lighted upon thepassage found in
chapter 53, verse' 7. As he read the
words in
wording here !o'iows this version —
the Heptuagint — ‘rather than the
Hebrew). he. Dondewd therr mean-
ing

At that point. God' mspned thp
to join the chanot Oyerheanng the
eunuch reading the words of isaah

God and studied

the Greek version (the -

continued to talk, the Holy Spirit

“worked to bring abou!_convmllun

and conversion in the Ethiopian
Philip's explanation must have in-
clided the matter of baptism. tor
when they arrived at a stream the
eunuch exclamed ~See. here
water! What 1s to prevent my beuiy
baptzed?” (Acts 8 36.)
Philip knew that God was calling
_the eunuch to His Kingdor' That is
why the.Holy Spint had worked in
such a dramatic way 10 bring abua
the crcumstances wherehy the Lwo
men met Immediately they halled
the chanol and went-down it the
water Philip immersed the eunaeh
under the swiring waters ol e
“stream and the twg of thens yuylubly
returned lo the shore
. The bthbpan eunucti had an
swered the caitof Ged! »
ow God Works Today. God dues
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‘rsomething  diffgrent

. love

not always work so dramaticaily
today to call those he seeks to at-
tain to salvation. Often God's call-
ing- 1$ quite subtle. A man In a

. barber shop picks up a sway copy

of The Plain Truth or The Good
News. A fnend casually mentions
some potnt of spmtuqil truth. Cunos-
ity arouses the mind of one who is
studying some passage of E?”p
ture. His inquiries lead hi n-
exorably o the truth of God. (If you
have had an interesting experience
N stumbling’” across the truth,

“we'd be happy to hear trom you!

Dropus aline)

Some have been called by a ran-
dom twirhing of the radio dial’ They .
1ust "happened’ to chance ,upon
The World Tomorrow broadcast
Somehow the words and the tone
of the speaker rang true The lis-
tener was transhxed “There s
about  this.

man, he exclairns One thing leads

1o another and the person writes tar

literature  He simply can't get
enough He wants more and more
booklets reprint articles and
penocdicals  The Bible begins 1o
open up 1o hun as the glonous plan
of salvation unltulds betore his eyes
Thisas o' he determhines " This 1s
the Church of God! - :

Like the Ethiopian eunuch. the

Mdn asks  What 1s 1o preven! my
Derng haplized”
“Join” the Church? Those who

are ted through these varnous paths
10 rath and o conversion are berng
calied ot God Thdy are beng
called 1o have a part int the preach-
«ing of the gospel in s Wie and 1o
an inciedible Nynd bor;qlmq aler
Aty 4 the Kingdgom of God
Ard s Calling s ot of men.

s not sometibing you can
chouse tor yoursell
Jesus sard No one can come 10

me uiless the | ather who sent mq
draws ben and Pwaill raise him up at
the jas rcuy (John o 44) |

tt 15 Cind who adds to the Church
daty ‘sueh as should be saved -
{Acts 2 4/ KJVy God takes the iy
hative He acts hiest L John sad . We
{God] because he frst loved
Uz Joho 419 4

God draws those He s calling
ke g magne! draws won fiings He |
draws them thiough Srgumslances

He expuses them 1o truth fittle by ’
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“automaton
make You must arrive at your own

?

Iithe He reveals understanding. As
lruth 1s unveilled. conviction deep-
ens. At some point in the process.
the potential Chrnistian becognes
convinced of the need 1o act upon
what he is learning. "I simply can't

continue to sit on the fence,”” he

determines. “I've got to do somg-
thing about what I've been learning

God will hoid me accountable for

what | now know

Religious Hobbyisgs. ' ome, of
course. treat their calkhg hghtly
They do not take it senously Thay

" merely dabble in religion and may

be labeled “religious hobbyists

To such, religion 1s much like stamp
collecting They compard, they
evaluate. they trade, but. sormehaow,
they never determine which one

God draws those He is
calling (John 6:44) like a
magnet draws iron filings.

He draws them through

circumstances. He exposes
them to truth little
by little. He reveals
understanfiing.

~

they are going 10 keep forever!
There 15 only one true réhgion
There 15 only one faith (Eph 4.4-6)
Once you have tound 1t you had
befler hang on 1o 1t You had better
‘make your caling and election
suwre H(H Peter 1 10 KJV) N
You have a God-given " nght' " 1o

. become a lull tledged member of

thedanily of God Yet Goyd wil ot
force you to enter His divine family,
Yau are 3 free moral agent — not an
“YOU have choices (o

decisions .

But no decision 1s more crucial
than that ol whether you will answer
fthe calt ot (od! '

We beheve that.ltus Worg. being
done by the. Worldwide Church of
God. represents the work b Jesus
Chnst on this earth today We make

no apologies for that We are con-
vinced

Not that w&re perlec! We Jre
not We make no claims to per-
fection We. oo, are learning -and
growing as we are led by the Spint
of God But we beheve that God
and His truth can be found In this
Work

Many ot you are seeing things
you have never seen before — right
in the pages ol your own Biblos
Many of-those thungs ® nng true
They make sense .

As you learn. study. pray and

grow n grace and in knowledge.
the fact ot God s calling bgcomes
more apparent Conwviction will set
N Your conscience, your reason
and heart will demand that you act
upon your heavenly caliing

As you come to understand the
truth ot God, it will set you free trom
the doubts, errors and conflicts of
the past You will know your ulh-
mate destiny You will have hopet

"See what love the Father has
given us. that we shouid be called
chiidren of God. and so we are The
reason why the world does not
know us 1s that it did not know him
Beloved. we are God's chiidren
now 1t does not yet appear what we
shall be. butl we know. that when he
appears we shall be ke him. for we
shail see him as he s’ (I John 3.1-
2)

What a magnificent hope' To be

just ike*Chnstt To iive torever in the

sternat Kingdom of the hving God!

This 15 the hope ol your caling and
of mine

Can we be anything but grate!ué
lo God. from the very depths of our
berngs that He wbuld grant us such
a reward?
give thanks 1o Gol aiways for you,
brethren beloved by the Lord. be-

But we are bound to

cduse God chose you trom the be-

ginning to be saved. through
sanchficatiori by the Spirt and be-
hel in the truth To this he “called
you throsgh our gospél, so that you

may obtain the glory of our Lord

Jesus Chnist (Il Thess 2 13,14).
We are called to obtain the giory
ok-Chnist! We are set apart (sanch-

hed) by the Holy Spint for this very,

purpose We are convicted of the
truth of the gospel In shorl, we

~ have been cafled by Gog' .
Respend to Your Cailing. Those
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ROMANS 8:30

who have been called have a re-
sponsibility to that high calling. You
and | must respond to the God who
made us and seeks to bring bs into
his glorous, e\/erlastmg Kmidom It
1S our duty “'to lead a hte waorthy of
God, who calls you into /his own
kingdom “and glory’"- (I Thess. .

212)

Those who have been called to
the Kihgdom cannot .continue to
ve as they have lived. Now they
must experience a change of direc:
tion: Their hives must become ofi-*,
ented 1o God and to the Yulfiliment
ol His purposes instead*ot 1o self-
indulgence and seif-will.

‘Peter said: 'Repent, and be bap- °
tized every on?ézyou in the name:
of Jesus Chnst for the forgiyéness
of your sins; and you shall fecelve
the gift of the Holy Spim'
2:38).

To repent means to change

SN

‘"« .THEM

And whom he called, them he
also justified . . ."" (Rom. 8:30).

" Justitication is arr important and

major New .Testament goctrine. It is
especiaily propounded (and used in
almost a unique way) by the apostle
Paul, more is said about justifica- '
tion in his episties than in any other
part of the New Testament.

- Put “jugtihication” is a difficult
‘toncept for many to understand:
Part of the problem & that the
Ehghsh word “justify’’ conjures up
a meaning in people’s minds ditter-
ent from that intended in_the ongi-
nal Greek’ of the New Testament
Also, over the geatunes, the English
word has laken, on a different
meaning In Enghsh than it oniginally
had in the 1600'5s when the King
James translation was made. In the
World Book -Encyclopedia Diction-

first meaning,
nght;

10 show {0 be just or
give a good "[ason for

12 .

. bear its fruits:

(Acts _

- dikaion,

“justfy” has as its !

‘

means 1o do an “about-face” and.

@0 the opposite way. Paul ax-
pressed it this way to the Romans.
Do not be contormed to this world
but be transformed by the renewail
of yoursmind, that you may prove
[put to the test] what is the will of

. God, wiat 1s good ang acceptable

and perfect’” (Ror¥ 12:2).

When you are called of God, itis
time to put away the fleshly, carnal
mind and seek Io‘acqmre the , mind
of Chnst. Paul said: “Let this mind
be 1 you, which was aiso. in Christ
Jesus' (Phil 2:5, KJV).

The mind of Ghnist is given by the
indweliing and workmg of the Holy
Spirit, which follows *repentance
and baptism. Thbse who have re-
cewved ghe Spirit of God begin o
. love, joy, peace,

patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, .gentieness, self-con-
trol .. " (Gal 5:22).

Those who bear such fruit waik
worthy of their high calling in
Christ! .

-

ME ALSO JUSTIFIED”

Probably most peop!e today associ-
ate the word ’ usmy" with this pri-
mary definition: i.e., giving a reason
for an action. However, listed also
as definitiohg are "'to clear ot bjame
or guilt; vindicate,”” as well as to
"show a salislactory reason or ex-
cuse for something done."”
Just and Right. What makes the
term - "“justfitation”” so difficult to
understand, as 1t is used in the
Bible. 1s that we read it all by itseif
and do nel connect it with gnather
very important biblical term, which
in Engiish seems tc be a quite dif-
ferent concept. That word is "'righ-
teous'’ or "'rightecusness '

in actuaihty, in the Greek of the
New Testament.’the word "yust’ is
its verb s “justify’” or
dikaioo Related 1o these is the
word"-"ngmgousness,” dikaiosune.
A just” mary is a man who 1S
“right’” or "'upnght.”

,To “glorify’ something is to

M .

swering God's call. We want you to

" troduction, Paul begins the book 6f

Ministers Avallable. Those of us in
the Worldw1de Church of God SiN-
cerely want you to join us In an-

share with u8 in this great Work.

The Church maintains local con- -
gregations headed by ordained,
quahhed ministers  alk. over thg
world These ministers are willing t

isit you as time permits and coun-
sel with you about the Word of God
and your own persondl goals in lite .
They wilt put no “pressure’” on you
to join anythifg. Only God can put
you into His Church. They are
merely there to serve you and 1o
answer your questions.

it you wish {o have one of our
(your!) ministers contact you,
please gtve us @ call 8n the heares!
ioll-iree number listed 1 the box on
page 29. Or you“can wrte to the

address of ourpftice nearest ‘you
We!'ll be rgore than happy to ‘put
ith

you in contact wi representa- .
tive! ’
. . — Brign Knowlgs.
B N\ h -
. r

PRSI
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makg it glonous To rech!y
something is to ‘'make n right.”
“dgnify”’ somethmg is "to gwe |t
dignity”” or “'make it ‘have dignity.”’
i the same way, to “‘justify’” 1s to
make "‘just” or “'righjeous." .
This s the usage of,1ffle New Tes-
tament term. After a brief 1A
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-Romans by talking about the réveaa-
tion of the "'righteousness of God ™
in verses 16 and.-T7 of the first
chapter, he states that he is not
ashamed ot thegospe! of Christ, tor
in it is revealed the "'nghteousness
[drkalosunq} of God ... from faith
fo faith: as it is wnne-n The just .
[dikaios} shall live byfaith.”
All Are Unjust. Atter this, Paul
launches into a long expianatien of 2
-the “unrighteousness’ tmat 15 on :
the earth. This will bring God's."
wrath from heaven. against men
who hold to unnghteousness and
suppress the truth (vergse 18). As
13

. =
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we read i verses 21 -32. °h€ae men-

are pnmianiy Gentiles
In chapler 2 of Romans. Pay telis
s reacers (pnimarily Jew#¥ that

they are also withou! excuse
Though they would wtke to judge the,

Genliles, are they any neneﬂ In’

verse 11, he says “Theré is no#e-
spect of persons with God® .

whether Jew or Genti, whe!her
with law or without i, every man s
going tc De .judged according to

what he nas done. on the basis of

whether his deeds-have been night

or wrong -He then proceeds 10 con-

_demn those who have the law and
pay hp service to 11, but have not
kept 1t (verses 17-23) Finally, Paul
ends in chapler 3 by showng hat
everyene has sinned, regardiess of
whether Jew or Gentle. “What'
then? are we [Jews] better ihan
they [Gentiies]? No, in no wise: for,
‘we have before proved both Jews.
and Gentdes, thal they are all under
sin; as i1 is. wriiten, Thefe is none.

nghteous. no not one” (verses 9-,_

10). '

Further, Paul goes on to empha-

. -size that what the law says it says to
everyone who is under it; because

"~ God considers ali the'world 1o be
. guilty (verse 18), The law brings the; )
« knowledg® of sin (versé' 20). but " -

since no one has kept the law per-

fectly,
.» (made just or nghleousm Gods
- sight) by the law

God's mghteousneu But now

God is revealing the nghlecusness

) “God com"nie.nde_tﬁ his"l.dva.

no one can be justified

(dikaiosune) -of God apart frbm the -

law or withou! the law,” alt_ﬁbugh
.- "the law -and the ‘propggts (a

phrase signitying the first two major

sections of the Oid- Testament) béar

15 “the nighteousness [dikaiosune
of God which 1s by faith of Jesus

- - -wWilness-to-it (verse-21)- Paul says 'Y -

~ Chist unto all and upon aif ‘them

that ‘beireve: for there is nb. ditter-

ence: for all have sinned, and come .

--on te explam ‘that’ this redemptlon - N
-comes 16 - us - because»eed -sent- - ~Jesus our Lord- from the' dead*wha—*“"‘" s

- clare, Isay at this ime: hxs [qu s}
' righteousness; [dskq;osune] that he”

- short of the glory of God" (versss- .

22-23).
Paul asseﬁs thag ever ha;s
sinned. that the world - both Jews

and Gemules — 15 i utter hopeless-
‘ness enher with or without the law.
These without the law have sintied
- without- i, and-those wrm it ‘have:
sinned  with #: thus .everyohe is
guilty before God. There is.only ohe

i

whom He has revealed

Areel gige

‘demption that: we have m Chnst‘

-he- gusl:het of him which believeth
Jn Jesus.:

“that He wignt be ﬁ‘c
rakes i:*h“\»f‘us \;JO'
SO Who teheves
This erguites
BERRfsin! T :
(verse 'Ihen,‘me WE GO clugb
that a rman s ustted” imade G-
teous] by faith m(no » {apsnt 'ruu,
the deeds §f the aw “verse 280
Case in Polnf: Abraham, Th:s 5 truiy
Is an amazng doesieinel How dan,
Gor:i make sinners rgk 180457 Ho .
“can He, while we-aré mw&s ?
us 0 much tha! Christ woul
167 us that we rught be reconc: ied
10 God and therefore be jushtied™
by*His ‘binol? (Rom 5 6-10. Paus
answers from tne faw isell.: Do we .,
then make void the jaw through -
faith? God forbid. yea, we estaplish.
the law’ (Rom 331) i '
Here the “law" means the iest
‘five booxs ot "the Otd Testament.
Paul uses”the law — the bogk : of
' Genesis in this case’ — to gxplain.
how God counted for righteousnes’s
* the-fath that Abraham had.

that s through fagh i the Soh

Notice verse: 24. 'Be:ng justhed
ireely by hus grace through the. re-
demption that s in Christ Jesus ~
“Being justified’ "means 10 be made
ngmeous ~_the passive fonm of the
verb d:ka/oo whigh 1s ahkaiousthar.”
This i$+definegi in the Bauel. Arngl,
Gingnch Lexicsh of the New Testy-
h‘\enr as "'to be acquitied, v be pro-
nounceg ard treéated as nghteous,
and thereby become dikaros, - re-
ceive the divine gift of dikaroswne
[righteousness]” (p, 196). Fere.
Paul tells us that we are -made nigh
teous by the grace.c! God which is
n ‘We stand in the di: |
kaiosune' of God. .that 18 thé ngh-
teoisness ol God And we do H by

towardus, in that,
while we were jet s(nners, .
Christ died for us. -
Much more then, belng

“MFor what sath’ the scrmture’?~‘
ju:}g i:ﬁ aﬂyb:ii;:ggd Abraham beleved God ang t was:-
fmm wrath' through an ' ccumed unio. him for nghteous- -
‘ness (Rom _43 see Gen. 15:6),"
(Rom 58, 9 .The word ““counted’' :ts the same

v Gireek word transiated “umpuaed n
. verses 6, 11, 22:24 "and “'reck;
. oned in verse10 N

. oo T . This* nmpuung ‘of nghteousness
S was reckoned as -a result of Abra-
(n ©rt .4 ham's faith and beliet. in God's
se o A T Tword. Now, it was, not. written for
o A © . .7 ’his'sake alane, thal it was imputed.’
the grace of ‘God, through the re-- - 19 him. [Abraham]; but for. us alsc,
\lo" whom-il_shali by’ imputed (the ° .
ngmeousness of God 'will bg im- .~
puted 1o us like it was to Abraham], o

if we beheve on him thal raised up-

.Jesus »
" In verses 25 and 25, Paua goes"

Chnst forth as “'a propitiation

- was delwered for our offences, and
through faitti in his:bicod'. . . 1o de- .

. was raised again for ouf justitica-
tion [digkaiosis].” (verses 22-25).
What is.God doing when He jus? .
tities ‘us through- faith? When iwe.. -
-aliow God's taith-and His word- 1o
_eniter us, when we hagve d'change of

[God]} might. be st {dikaion], and

‘God tetlarés His awn.

: vrighteousness by passmg over’ Our, ‘heart” which" comes from repen- -

- words i the Grepk &anguage God -~ ~as nghteousness: We may not dc-

sms ) - tance, and we express thal change
) Remembgr thqﬁhe wo:ds ngh.- : .of heart . mrough lmng faith.and be- .. :
- leousness;”. just,” and’ “jushfier” hat in Gbd, that faith is attributed to

are all from me samé basic famnily of us as fighteousness. God.counts'it
15 geclaring. His own ngmeousness

tually be rightecus in ite sense wé;
apart from the faw | in orcler that God

have done ail the things that a righs |

way to be made ngm in Gpd' sseght may be 1ust (rsghteﬁus Himseit) and teous person should do as ﬂe—
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: "“v""ﬂuﬁ flutf'™ “about a nebuloys exis-

Ew ool oed

change of hea

attitude of ‘a"w angd Kanting 1o fufll

the law3 whnet
which God sees and
mcke mmponant T

tecusness whch comeés through
faith

Biessings of Justification. Pay!
goes on (¢ expian tne wondertu
"peretts ¢! beng ,justted.
gre: pulined for. us in Romans.
chapter S ) 2
The apostie whnles:

Zounts as

“Thergicre

., -being justiied [mage nghtecus in

--Hus' sight} by taith, we hsave peace
ith God through our Lord Jesus
Chf s‘f’ (verse 1) Notice mgt the
ms! senehit s the fact thal we are
fow al peace.with God. thn we .
h@ve a change of mind. (repen-
- . tance) and come to peliéve in God
-and in His Son that He rassed from

. the dead. we are at peace. Prior 13

!egmcng Him. And God's wrath was
""agamst us because we were sin-

away. We have byriedYhe hatchet,

.- SO lo/speak, ‘and Jhrough' thts |usxm-

f cation we now have. peace.— peace:
thal comes. through Jésus Christ.
Ana ot is thiough Hsm lha! we have

=
.

Aner bemg |u3tmed ‘the apostla
Paul says Chnstvans axe 10 be"

“How? What does it mean reaily?
is this. just some spmtual-soundmg

tence m"a never-neve
nothing 1o 07 . T
B The frie. ans\ver is- perhap the
st exoenmg realization in the agn-
als of human history! When y0u

. understamd you will see that this
. hotan exaggeramn or ahypetbo!e

Adw.\ah

e Because this basic U ﬁlh -is fremen-
ume!y heaﬂ- .

dous snnﬂmg ang gs

o stang.
ks apan trom the iaw, |

This s the rgh--

Trhese .

“ that. we |were enemies and .were .

‘ners Bul now we have pul ali that .
‘never -+ .
-Gods fove 1§ shed

. warmmq

g!onnea"' (Rom_ 8: 30) el T

” Whstis man that fhou’ art mingt
.ot him, and, ihe .sqn of man that,

“access by tath nis this gracs
wWHElEIn we stane’ (verse 2)
Through oesus Chnst we have
acTess 1o 38g. We are not wornthy
. stand belfcre God on gur cwn o
is God's grace ‘hat @lowsius IC

Asc we
g.cry of Goo (verse 2. 50
shree .mmeT.ate penells:

g
wilh aod,

we have
} peace
2 access by fath o

Gods grace, and 3} the \.epe ct.

Gedsgiory. |

But there are other denehis that
ccme from this ustficaticn as wel
as this grace, for Paui says that a
Crhnshan ®&ho has -been justifies

can even mee! tnbu.aten head on

#1tn exanaton For the Christan
Knows why he sutfers e Knows
the purpose fqr patrence and nope
and expernience, and he knows
dbove &Y that God ioves Him
thzoughout this chﬁa!lon (verses
3. 4)

You Can Be Swe But how do wé
know ‘that God lovds us when we

have triais and problems? *

,Because we have this hope. this

meaning and purposeo hte, we are”

toid that this Hope will never. et us
down " or. disappoint us. We wili
have o . be f amed. for

abread n our
hearts by the gift of the Holy Spirit.

~We know God ioves us by the Holy

Spmt whnch we have inus (verse 5).

Cr eated and given th breash of M
Why We Were © g
Pavid. the shepherd of israel bad

- spent thousands of hours bt under

the siars al night’ =~ keeping his

ionely vigil, quietly . contemplaxmg'
the vastness of the heavgns abcwe,

" arid. fus own smaliness @s a mer
speck in the |nfm|xe yniverse. Lter
" the,grest, God, the Creamr ot th
" universe,” mspxred ‘David -t Wit

“re;cice in hape ¢f the

-

| O GI.ORIFIED”

lt nvolves the ve!yk.
-purppse 181 which you. ard | were .

: honor,~Thou hast given him dcmm»-_ .
Jon over the works of thy hands; .

-God's sight clean o! your guiity pas!

< H&d ‘a change ef mind which

?

Y]
)

€

b]
)
iy TN

qap
[

¢
® oo
» 3

o BRI

nal v»e r'gﬁ' o ;;,s‘i,:’,’ Dy S
b?c%(»ers&> 7.9 :

Now f 508
‘whie wa were i s
it desuy O c.e ‘c R
mere c«es He .Ce@ US N
have accepted His Son and we are
His tnends? For i anen we were
enemes. we were reccnc.ed .lc -
God by thé geath of his Sch- rech
mcre [now nat we
ang chidren . beng recene:
be saved Ty hs ufe

1 e e sty

rg =i frénes

snaid verse
10} - ] . ;
Fo pe justiied s t© sang g -

because ycu nhave ‘pelieved 0 the ]
only beg@tieﬁ Son of God ang have -

changes your ife. The fush stép
ving this new ufe s to tecognize 't .
that God :mputes 0 you nghieous-
ness for the fath which has come
out of this change of heart Jins |
dahis in His Son. ‘ - 8
. “And whom. he calied [oy Hs . .§
Word which brought you o His Son
Jesus "Christ], them he aisc justi-
fied” — made nghteous — made 10 ‘
stand clean and just in His'sight 1
. o -~ Davidt Annon

\! ' ":,“ . .

thou dos} cafe for hinf?- Yet fhcu .
hast'made him-littie iess than God, . §
#nd dost crown tum with giory and

thou hast put afl, ihmgs under s’
feet = . "(Ps 8:4: 6) -
- Man wds made to have dy mmcw) o
or rule, ovaLLti'ur‘gs mt’ma'ie‘m L
For.man’was credied ‘un Ihe m*- -
age"ot G;ﬁd And'Gg o
make mar: jn ourt T*Tfer oG
ve dorm :

hikeness; and fef mem
mnwe&theiashaﬂ sea ‘
(Gen.l 26).‘ S
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macge ‘ower ittan the ange's.

Gee. in banging many sr:'“s te
BLORY. SnNCUld make the pioneer ot
tnelr saivalcn perfect through sut-
?er!“g" {verse 10). -

. there 11 s?

Ct .rs! atter suffer ﬁg ‘h'cwgh
many trats and ests. was gioritied
Now. He s pnnging many eme:
‘ory also.- This /s, in fact.
the “mystery  of God’s eternal puts
pose which s being reveaied
. through the true gospel (Eph. 1:9).
For God also & reproducing after
His own wxng (Gen, 1:24). He' has
made manking i His image ulli-
mately ¢ be bom of Hm as mem-
bers of the God .famijy. the
Kingdom ot Ged itis God's master

plan 'for the entire human race, “a_
plan for the tuiness of time, to unite

ali, thungs in hiro, things in heaven
- and tfungs on eaﬂh (Eph 1:10).

wa'axqa tobe added as members of
L E'y.fa*r Sy of God, to become -
: Thai he might be

pente;d and naue rom’[y surren-

f d'er&ﬁ theit

,ks H s \er} nalua'e a M et
‘Gwvinle character - implanteqd
His- begotien children by a
racie: (L Peter 1:4). This Is_ why.
us ccu“d, say o His fei!éwers

We witl share the same
magnificent, dazzling glory
that Christ shares with

) the Father, for
“we know that when he
appears we shall be
like him, for we

“shall see him as l‘? is”

. (I dohn 3:2). 1
y -

rection when there is to be no more.
. SICKNEss of pan, no more sultering:

“

beseech Thy kmgdom
COme ‘, . *

This_man, beshg swa h.,aman “will
make mﬁsianas But he m,]! never do
80, willingiy, “and will cers&aminy re-
;pem gnd learn rom his mistakes.
H g-!g wifl imitale Jesus. who “offered
UP pfayers ard supplcakens with
s*logtk cries ‘and tears, to him who

‘dedth .. Although he was a Son,
- he ;'eamed abedience through what
..he sufiered, and being made. per:
. fect he became the source ol eter- -
. nal.sal vamcm to ail who obey

1hsm “(Heb.5:7-9)»

: g""f,t/ M‘

or geath — and np more. femplation .
»_and menial arg.u:sh Daily,vhe will

-,was abie !0 save hwm from -
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s present tme a
o D8 Compares &
‘.iz,l be revea'stl in W

ferngs of i

\Jc‘u “3 SeX :1*&?"‘31} athe) fevea el 3o -
us, bul 'S 10 be manfested v Ul

. For we wil Become ke zre resus-;

“frected Jesus Lhifs?, - ‘
.change Cur ow y boty 10 be Ik
GLO'&!CUSO‘DG" w‘FuJ 32‘
‘. How does .Jesus Chnst ook
nOW?.
o As we nave.: jus! seen, ‘esz.s ap-
' pearance now 1 thé . prolotype ot

. . . o S © what gur appearance will be :n the . )
being. He wirl yearn for the' résur- .

resurrecticn. Ncioe his deser npLon

_:of Christ's ar:pea:ame now, “His .
- head and his har were while as
white wooi, wm%eas snow; hig eyes .

_were_ like a Bame of fire. his feet -

were like burnished bronze. refined . -
as in a turmacs, and his voice- was
fike the sound of marny walers; in
his nght hand he held seven stars,
_from his mouth issued @ sharp two-
- ‘edged sword, ard his face was f‘xe
the sun shiring in !uli Simgngih
(Rev. 1:13-16). oAt

Can -you imagne sbarmg 'ha?
kind of glory with yousCreator?.

In a worid of-sickness, suffering, -

‘,menia,,angush death and even the

threal of. Zosmog _,mssm«pev
.should be’ trethe y ingpinng to
everyone vwho éomes 1o under-

vsmnﬁmg The sbsoiute . promise cf

Wmaa mciure? emai life;as paﬁ of the very family
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o] 7 and execuled.
gswed Father, gionfy thou m
Iy oA '@&z»@g s.th the
&

Wrar grealE -swry 3 ¥ efe nan “5
‘have hé ssme Qiory He had sf'arec
woth Gog fom eterny &‘W’“ Yer C

‘- and the Father 80 not have an ex- .

 Cluswssh uge 10 “hang on’l 1o thes
Giory as somethuing apart from
- cthers. They wan! to share & ath

- &very numan beng ‘made thes -

wage
. S0 .un Hs pfa,ey Jesus war;ec
".grecty tor us who fow beleve b-

caug:p c¢ithe worgs recorded by the

- @posties :m the Bible. haluding our
| peneration, He asked Ttha! they
- may el :
Father-art n me, ang | in thee, that

they aiso may be in us, sO that the.
. word may beheve thal thou hast:

sen! me. The giory which thou hast
given me [ have guen (o them, that

ﬁhgy may De one even as we a!@'

‘ crﬂ ‘(John 17 21-22) .
/hear that pra,er iwﬁi Hs

Gog w.
firsipormn Sont .
Those ©f every. generaton’ who-

truly waik with God are to be iter-

ally” BoARN Of Hom, ‘as wes Jesus, al
the resurrechon (Cei 3 !§§ We wiil
share the same magnhificen!, daz-

Zing glory that He shares with the

1]

“truly teady for tne
sound ~ heralding the secong

- gom, th1gughcou

be ‘Gne. even as thou 10 comprehend wih all the sa

R
Y.

(1] ?“ T3 U

v ¢

© @ W

n Oy

alows

Sodkalot VI 0 > ard moles

%€ @ masler poller owly tut
_suev, thicugh canstant prayer and
perscnal Bigle sludy. MvMougn per-
spral e *‘Iﬂr‘ ar ﬂ CwvegrLoming all the
tempt UHIOUTG US — with
His 10 UNiD,

the measure ol the siaﬁ:'me, ot

tulngss ot C L uub’l {Eph 4 13
Ther, angd cniy 1hén, wil #e be

Vlast-trump 10

comirg of Jesus Christ. ang Réralg-
NG aisD QuT LIMe 1 be Herh o Ine
very family of God ang shave ﬂ}*e~
glory ¢f that ‘Jar"‘My e aw K»;g
&l elern) i
Tren, ity we may ha e D@ﬁ@f
15
wha! 15 the bieacih and ‘engih and -

heght and dep!h, and 1o know e .

love of Chnst which surpasses
‘knowledge. tha! you may be lied
‘with a/ the fuless of God'" @Eph
31819,

These wrds ua.e p'mow@

ﬁ’le&r'\’rg

This &5 gur rcpe and m,. CE:
Th,s 8 the very purpose for w
e were Crealed T
o1 phich true and un derstantd:ng
‘Chrstans are wiling ‘p 336"\‘% ang
il su‘ter G,

— Fa&emh C -MesegIn

1)
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i word
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“Taege nereions ﬂee{; s

tL voulseres.

@Sﬁea» maa“
'. _uzm the
n 3o the sa.'ne_, But

éﬁég feman kyal oty

. On the ﬂmef hars,

: j wEnisthe evi %:;e@iﬁm oAy and -
’ @mu*% 3 mofe apundant ide nere

e&s aﬁ exasr ée ﬂw 4 s *mﬁay

"history 'e&x&s the apestasy ©f the

;- - ancient hwsemgaa._?mﬁem

mem - b'y inelr W

&e@! s our Lorg, and of Qf@@

~ight; aa%dée: Lmbemrfagﬁs and
. for Wﬂs
)-ears {Gen. 14 -

aw fos. ﬁays} g

@gmed m “bring ’.ﬁnem peace

_Qiippedraﬁi thie tost. of heaven.
.seweq wheny (il KfﬁgS 2‘1 i 5

jcf red ’éape T:

make il easier

ca pies i uegaaze ST, ”e’a.;zaa.r-
CER Dm0l Gnly ﬁmﬁ@ a Mophow .«
_ﬁunea&e-n‘::m o tﬁg&ﬁ,fﬂ Bulin-

uaa:*@s &e dangar o wie Spread o

._*es‘ Or walting penbd sgeqwad

~Tne&imwta: SO per«

'pgefs failed i tsi‘mv e laws: S:oﬁ .
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A T - ~ -+ mofe-could ons ses ihe- busmumé,_’ -
A VO M Bfﬂggm - actvity of hundreds of Students

" meaningtul ant

An End 3hd F Néﬁ Sq;mmng NG - Co

drom many malu@mt‘dmun«:ﬂ lne

globe on thé magvmmc&mlry A .

© cured grounds of Amnbassador Cal- :
" lege, Brcket Wood The collags .

rDu,ddmgs and gro rnds anre ‘now up

o torsake . o

S in many wmy& i seems s“h.:mP

10 Sei. such”a beautidul awd func-
YET tl»om:vl'ly emu«sm lacuity B, mn an-
Colher way, 1 will prove 1o be -

o Demem.m\ Ior the Work in 20 HEVE
To COME T Buickel Wood CRMPUS - has
’ DGTTE  TTLCh iUl " over ’

g yedrs,

-Huzrndm;\uls of graduates ae ow EL
@,y Bran Kpowles .. 00 dll aiound the word hsigng to
with D Paul \qum@‘ - SuppLN the goals and message of
the Wongwide (,fnm(:fh ol God in .
st am@'%m ns have a way o addwon’ they ane 1 \ﬁkumg) valuable
: ,,llckw*g wilh you Armving s - conounens 10 1hi§‘!7
spling on the camrpyd of Ambassa:  mues . B
“dor Colgge. set m the beauttul ~— Bul now thal ewa 15 past i 53 .
“green belt” north of L@ﬁdop Wwasa | new bal YANE as zney cay 1§ e
nhghtening expe- * .t ;
nence . Soit. LUI’I"U]USC“QU@SLDORE{U Once fre campus s sl money-
h&avy With ra Y Nlaite
"bmwnsxam& S0 blug g
Engihish \c‘@unarys"@ were muted-by . Qospel 16 e Boldh peepie
2 molsﬂ haz@ The camms WaS a'u ‘Puammg' a Mustard Seed. Fagmy,

1

olher Trimgs — | beller hirgs:

The gieens  wil.De Teed up 1o plow
& of the faibiig  the many €lion of " pread

he beginning, e Bilish Work-ha
iy faced -hard B &’;R AT

~BCIOSS the channe by
y *@mu@wrg} To. handie. thg” mad re-

turned. the 1@

fei-t] LOT\D‘.”’M—. local radip stapons catmymg e

'-’mae vtiy 'hanu To el 1 withe €na

It J&QD'OC!,.. only 10 surmotnt Sach
-obstacie and ,@A_r}mg‘ forward
stromger and more determined. The
coo! opened 1o preachng the gos--
pel to Bnfain at 415 pm’on Janu:
@y 1. 1953, wihen Tn@ Worig
'7’9177[77*/ v Drozacast w. _;cjnme,ci
Radwo Lux-

_sponse. Richard D AuRsIiGy late
elgker son of Hen@en W Arstiong,
camne Ao London im February He
\myed untyf Septemiper, Dul. re-
wang Jene win FHo-
Jerick T Meregith' 1o haiidle fhe
nr:oummg mck og ‘o ma from he
Rayghier 1 v g H1oadiesly

- Aboun 75 100 pietes ot M- wele
COmUNg M & menth . & Sl Legin-
nlng*‘Rgmerpb&‘r we nieve. Had.”

program ke nthe Unided States ot
'Lawma@‘c; said M Neredd et
k Calioul MoLe Ball, e
nuTl CETTIE —slus\ _'1‘41.}-(" .
Thiciugh’ fog and sten b

Channet

1;\«\. wﬂm m‘“ Lo
T W»sm -

Il.l.(_&:,u‘(.»att.i ar it
Coutan T get 1 in oyt




ocn the brﬂae B ) &;ﬂ wcmgj nohlv
”M‘UTHLWTVI SR a:. tind': w@gmm-
ended E '
- in Seplember *I‘L‘,‘Sﬂ ‘fHe?’x
ANTSttong condugied A
Lv;‘v:ttlv__)““-il.%ﬁ! - CBTTD: :gns‘ i £
lasgow . Marncr ey 2nd- Londori
On Sepigmoen 17 “the first persen
Cm Bolain was, paptized o the
- Chuwien v -
Magny.of us,

TGN Tiave Decume dscouagad Oh,
v thaw was ol Leng bome all nght @
as ‘a resull of ihe brogdcast and
«.Ca{‘mpmgms But # was a long way- .
frQm ey 8 Lumper harvest! it was
L ROLLI sy meonhd after Herbert W
CAImSTILNY & CEMpBgNS thal & per-

i hiean London was estab-

Lished . oy Hichard Armastiong and
Geo go Meker Ant it was nol until

SOt Tano Inal ane . fost regulay
AT TR TR te g Vuere held n Briaf |

hen e ;\»L" e el an Longdon R
later sluld, ed 10 st If}ff-@'

These wed fumbl 'bwq«"mmg;
Bui M Avtiaiion ‘wal,s ‘not ong to
T pasiy Wiscowaged As he wiole.
| BRVE Al y el S daled i a rewvied of e «
CrowIn Bllanr he thungs ¢f

God wihet Dol Ihie ugh hyrman -

i

'@Q‘Cﬁb s -

¢ -

e

_ i we had been on g
" the scene 1 Inche lonmalve yearvs

o feeshd of intensiwe |
‘\CD\LUH&,'

. b\an

T Gerald

SUrumeEnts, alivays start the Smalest -
but ke the provertwal gram of mus-
tard seed. they conbmue growang
Lt they ecomz the largest God
LBEs Mot stop growth- "

-Rogesick © (eradith_retumned 1o
. o ghe fait of- 1956 o replace
Ri g A'rmcw@mg Who was trans-
ied to Pasadena Mr- Meradith
i) uﬂru,pmlx/ S out 10. shmmulate new
growlh. i the nmnm.:&@ musiard

 Seeding.

v

i }d\:r;uﬂm\y 1957, fh‘e Mgaarm a lec-
fure seies,. speaking fve mghtls a

| wopeh @l e Royal Empire Socigty -

Commitibe Rooms 41 London. Four
mexchng and
Ing - were rewarded with @
ST M«s\dl but dedicated chum’h i
ng 30 people. « S
Cn Apryl the Feast of” Uﬂl‘&mwemmj
Bread was ohserved i London by
aboul 40 persons Wih the Ldnden.
Church now well estanhshisd S
'Mevwmh've"mmed 1o i at"rnm‘

¥ d‘ igplaced by .
Walernouse, whO T TRINEd.

1es8 - :
1958, Fim-of uumm-‘"
o

s late

‘U Ahited Sid_]ts: . 'H

R JUe

I Mﬁumu

bore  frut

fr:amﬁ D. Arm-
strong. lte elder som of Herbert

W Am@rmﬁg Raymbnd F. Moz,
Deputy Cramoshnr of Bricke? 'a’oml
campus «m @ 1888 ploture; pre

&N WOoTKImg in me Watforg m -
plex. ome of the ~pirate” ships

20
30 pm) but *N *ngram sl

(The Word Tomonrow.
broadcast remanad on Radio Lux-

[

The P/acm Mam in Graat Brtain hmd

fiedghng. husmn had ncressed 1:@

~ 7% memibers
Campus ami Press. The sc"cw,mg .
& M'/ T

yeal @toveu 10 he aWwaled
A

s,irrJl ) waned o localEEHome!

campus O Arrbassador Callege n
: wdmanm

‘Swceeded Mr
imensive search that @vemumll/ led

Haymong ?Lc?\gw [V Te)

Wi WYQ&UQ&E fregan an

o Ihe - pw\chmsg of The  33-100m

CEnAnEon atd B Acres ol H ‘r‘rvtaid
Extate Eww:r,&ae: mm, ‘H,&nio-i

- ernbouig untl June 1968 ) Ohurch
membeiship comtiniad to gww By .-
- thie end of 1358 the @chaimm of

_Chimped to arcund 12,000 and the " .

) hem .




) u‘f Ammalss dor College ’lm Nowvem-

ber of thal year, the first Redder’s

.D/geﬂ advernsement. appeared n

Btz yielcing 5,136 responses in
the tirst five months of 1860, over
21000 responses to Reader's Dr»
gest 2ds poured in

e Mereditin returnad i the Swm-
m&r- of 1960 for month-long tec-
tures qlive mgms a vweeh again) i

- Burmirgt am, Bratol and ManCines-

- ter As @

result of fiis eftosts, tree

churches @1 afwm 40 persons each
waire 1wised wp, Meahwhie, Ray-
mond  McNar and - Robin Jones

migde 3 Wow of oter parts of Brilam
and Meland. baplzng 45 people - -

"And 1o cap off a'year of hard work

and.good growih. ~Anmbas&ac)’uw CO‘fv-__
tege. Briiet Wood, opened. 'ms_ B

JOO1S

\F']@I»er j4.

of mhe St o indin : g,a\m
Ut vl Ve NAYSPICIOUS Mgt LS
whas Dot of dndea by lhe laie T
Bemna\m:n Rea . ihen dean of HaCudty

¢ Wood. 1o beive INs
Sparusn .No'rk Dt Pea ashed. i
Spansn 1epnng arbc Jet A CCaTes

. :.tpcwr‘dtm:e courses could bDe

! purn@g on ttie campus The answer

- WAS YR

- facihties

- Owin presses

- Doors Open and Ciose.

25 and SO ihe press mvukﬁ; t:um '

with ong man. . Leon Walker, and
one phmitive maching In succeed-
mg tnontis the press expanded, ac- -
quirmmg new eguipment and
personnel jgy 1963 campus press
were Dursting at the
SERAMS. SO e OPEIANON WaAS Maved
to mewy IMduSTna! Prermises i mea by
Watiorg Once men and eglupment

‘were settied an, the tust Bniisn edi-

tion of The Piam Fruth mlrleﬂ! @"; our

lin INGsE days M\d oot mew at

- Watlord sedmpd vast.: Bul . tess, .
Cthan a gecade. continual growth ie-
Lduced the \\Mm& expanses Of mme
- Waltord” muuupies@ 10 Cyaeen
" lers in 1972 the operaton moved
gnce B,Q\F.U’r‘\ 10 @ new DIESS. camplgw K]
i}? - gfteciive achon 1o Dein.-1
ahgp sm&;um_s -

uesd quuam -

lR(amew Waihun @ yean: e Press -

was gobohng wup. ) 000 dwes of
_paper 10 prodyce Enghsh:. Duich,

Frencn “and German . eglions. of
Tre Pigm Truth ™ Over 750 000

. o@ipmrs wvet g OTfgled 8 o nith St Ly}

Bvet2pe speed of 25000 s;xg»rmlueg
Pt NGt

Trooegh
ihe tist Mall ol e SOTS INE WoTk
grew sigadily By eary 185 %’Iﬂmv
Tecar Cicuialion a England had-
growi 86 48 000 Cne ohurun con-

&

“wweek By March i was cartyng line

el lalge wﬂL.ulMuH Db ol
Camigtuding [);Ivt‘ e

.
greganonm had OSO0ME ke, dnd

the Church had sncreased to about
GO0 mempers: On January 5, 1865
a new door m@&nxeacj — Racho Lo
aon, & pmr«;l&@ shup stabon bioad-
casting  ofishore Buuwm Degan
ainmg Fhe Wonld Tomoriow shoe a

PIOgIEnn seven mghts a weeh By
the end of the year, {he ‘piocyram
was peing au @ﬂ! oyar four pmmue sta-
BOMS-

Iy @ fiie: m/&‘r 2% y@ara of rcead .
casting on-. Ihess Cstatiops,  Thre
Word Tomonow program  elied
some 68000 WSt me 1eSpunses
Thivs, Q0@ 1o preachnng e sl
Temaiméd open womil August 1967
wihen (he Bilisn, Q‘“)»}/&INF seril 1o
iiale.

But dnotrer Geo1 was sooi 10
open’ The guspel NAG 10 1 @10
Clarmed! i duly 1968 & hiew iraes
ot '@ﬁL’mm\J e
QLAH‘\ g Uu\“,]rn &m%l’hbﬂ*lhm W i wety

- Brmsn oo T

et . ’H‘n; St ’iu/ T [RTETSEY
e Second upe  Aeader s by
I Tow  weeks  ‘ovel b ouu e

SOt CRTE




The growth stunuliatod by the ad-
vertisoments brought tho total num-
bor of church congrogations to a
doson and attendance to over 1700

" by the anddie of 1971, But by that

timo the effort o got tho gospel to
Grogt Bata had reached an im-
passe Ay .‘;U(,M!f;i}f&l! as the ads
were, they began fo suffer from the
law Of dinuistung returns. S0, Hon-
ald Dart. than director of the Inter-
national Division, tame up with an
idoa Why not place he Plaim Truth
on newsstands?” WHy not present
the gospel diectly 1or people to-
pick up and take home?

After weeks ol negotiations with
newsstand  dealers, a mustard
seed’ of 399 magaznes was
planted on select newsstands for a
tnal dhstnbution in July  The results
were encottaging tosome /5 per-
cent .ol those who picked up the
magjasine wiole m for a one-year
subscrniption  The next month an
8 8 percent response came in from
P00 magasines  Reassured by
these percentages higher than
from any other media we had used
e Great Botan, M, Arm;lmng
gave the green ight to expand the
program

GOOD NEWS  July 1976

.

Y

Newssland distnbution evontunlly
spread o Lirg, Francoe, and Scandi-
navia, By tho ond of 1973, over
100,000 magasines woro boing dis-
inbutod on British newsstands each
month Anothor 16,700 wore heing
sent o hbrarians. Tolal newsstand
distibution, including Europsan
outlets, was 22/7,000.

New Challenges and Programs.
N 1974 the Work-bsegan a period of-

transiion and change With in- /

flation outstipping yicreases i in-
come, I became mpractical to
operate the collede 1n Bntam On
June 7, Ambassador Gollege, Bri-
chel Wood, graduated its last Tlass
of 61 students  Other austenties
wgre necessaty to make the British,
Work less dependent on the gener-
ous subsidy from the United States
that had been supphed for two
decades But'the front e aftort —
the prociunming of the gospel” — did
net Cease! In waké of saturation
newssland coverage, a senes of
lectures began all over Brifam
These continued mto 1975 creat
g greater imterest amd ivolvement
N the Wotk by Bntish readets
Today, the Brhisiv Work is
headed by frank Brown, a nalive

il Stovernts (N
LEFT TO RIGHT: Nowsstand out-
let for Piain Truth in England;
English edltorial statf of Philip
Stevens, John Dunn and Peter
Butier; Y.O.U. soccer match at
Bricket Wood, Francis Bergin,
business manager; Frank Brown,
director of Bitish Work,

.

- Enghshman with soma nine years of

broad admustralive experience at
Headquantdrsan Pasadena

After nearly a quarter ot a century
of hetp lhom ther cousing across
the Atlantic, the Bntish Work 1s ap
proaching selt suthciency The Bit-
ish brethren will eventually finance
enlirely the mstry of the World
wide Church 0! God 1o therr own
people

Hundreds u!l thousands ot
pounds will be poured nto agyres:
5ive  newssarid programs,  direct
matl efforts. Good News crcutation
dnves and an expanded booklet
program
Course will be sent out 10 Sddittonal
thousamnds ol mterested  students
And the result will be as it has al
ways been new growth and de-
velppimoent . ll
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Hinst pisosonted inaiy pgior

Lanl truths 1o They lollowoy i

he tormn of paradoros  He
who hinds s ite will fose it and he
who 10505 his it for my cake wili
find i (Malt 10 39) It any one
would he st he must be fast ob all
and servant of ali - (Mark 9 3b) are
fwo uxamples I both Chost juxia
POLOT OPPOLIte lorrE an a rolahon
stup that at fust glince midy soom
absurd *But turthor thought revedls,
an unportant pnnciple that pocomaes
more mteligible and vahd whonat
prachiced as well ag p(nukub«l

Such s the case with the st
bmhlmk given in the 50- cdllod ver
mon on the mount  Blessed ate
the poor s ynt, tor Rhuu‘, 15 the
kingdom of hegven  (Matt 5 )
Chnst gannol mean that we

shoyld be unpovenshed of the Holy
Spint A Christiun: 15 by delrabon
‘sgmoone who has thesHoly Spiit
“Any one who doos not have the
Spint ol Chnstedowss not bolong 1o
i, (Hom

1o ' be hlled with lh(: ‘%pim (Eph .-

518) notdes e ot

Similar 1o Meek?® Soveril . trans-
labons render pooz mospint’ as
h\unblu of  “humble: mmded
Thl's croates the nmprewuon fhat
“poor o spint’ o verse 3 ‘and
“meok® n verse 5 are-dosely: 1e-
laled. 1f not synonymqus The fwo
terms do shate a comwlon con
potation of humiily  Bul i Chnst
was trying 1o convey only ong con
cept. thun verse 51s somewhat )
dundant Ag 1t s, the ‘New
Testament Greak uses two different
words i verses 3 and b, tor Christ
was eraphdsizing lwo distinct but
very (,umplemen(ary atttutlas* of
mund

!

8 9). W are extionted .
Cmusht or work shy  But fhus s not

A

Phac & oroty il o TR T
vOELe Yo pragns HE ooy
fonlic gt s
mg’]‘ it connotes o poraon whin

calmiy accupte Bie vosotude . aryd
njusLhices of ite who perhiapé s op-
[m‘—;\s,ﬁ.(:t! and bowed dpwn caee gy
Iheologe aF {choraty of the Now
Tostarment vob Vi pp Hah 64497

The Giook word foe poor e

vorse i piochos 1 vamar Grook
anage e word meant hoggdr. e
Now ostament benes the word.hag |
orpandod 10 moan any POOT pur
sofi Yol thig ofton used i teforence
1o torgl boggos such as bazarus
v Loka 16 1 we tahe e woid n
Matthow %73 i s sense. d suQ
gests a BOriber ol wgmticant cons
copls ‘Hw tollowing  exposiion
follows lium thns ur lupwmlqon uven
though 11 s Tut e oy pwwme
connobition in tho contert. o
In our Wos{utn cullurn, wherg wo
conlpually wige wieg on povorty
and promote vanpus kinds of wel-
fte, thty word “beggat - gomehimes
conjutos up Betmage of the social

what ema@: antended’ 10 LOIIVGY {e]

e His hoaters Mo, He was Ypeaking

m a.cuture whore'thi, d!bpﬁr!ly be-
tween nch ang poot was very. gréiit, ~
whete beyyaté werg numegpus-and
m genuine need He used the. werd -
[)luchub metaphorc ally” to ‘mean
“happy. are those wl\o in spmtualv
matlers  aré. obwously and con-
suuu:.ly n need, who realize their
utter” Ljepe«\gjpnmi qn God'$: grace
and beneficence
English Bible 1eiders ‘verse 3.
“How blest are thogé. Who know
then need ol God .7 »
Nothing Aparl From Chria! To be
‘a beggar in spirit is to Be keenly

- awarg ‘of your dependency upon - vand clothing [i.e., the basic essen-

_ “often people-trust v

Thus, .The New -

o

Ghotd e B roaige at Yoot selob
3

slosp witty LGl o6 608w onvtduad

or 0 lurary tsal g R
Ly B e, W
&mvv will il yout own e Guries u’m
‘power 1o g0 Gody witl bul it e
dopondent apone God Supiplyas) Fhg
Snl AL the drdnch Candol bua
fruist Dy afnolt unioss i abides s e
vty aenthior cont you unxlwz;z_g yOu
abnde 1 mo Tt Chipt 1 am e
i, you are e ranches He Wll“
atndos m . and:!in num he iy
thist buéir' much tna 10 apart from
mex th um do numn{r, ( John
154 ¢
ihu uppw‘.n!L of a. Dum;.u 1, ol
coutse. ¢ ncht man  Some ux
POSHOIS 50 1IN ni’a fitst Healitidy an
Inphct warmibg 10 muuu who enjuy
{h adequate or abunglant supply Qf
worldly success and. Bussessions
The Biblo has much to sy i other
places about the pittatls of'caveling
or possgssing greal phybma]
waoalth. Not that riches. -pet- s, are®
ovit Bul they can creale d-false
,4@nse - of securlty ard selt Euthy-
clbncy They can lead to pridg and

pretensmns of SUpenonly “Riches.”
1OMm redllznlg-g
how: uRterly depende:\ mey are-oii ..
God. It can- destroy jthe. beggar ne

.can duslract people

spirit amlude that C .nat proclamxed

to be benehcnal;- . : l o
“In God- We, Trust’

found on Americar,

e 4 twhat
monéy ¢an do g in wHat ot
can-do’. They desire financial gain
over godliness That s Why: the

%eyr “Beit tob

_gpostle; Paul wrgte! Theresis great:

gain in godhness wilh contentiment,

for- we brought, nothing into the
world, and we cannol take anymmg

“out of the world; but it we- nd\}e food

ks
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, \\ + endowed ‘with

tials to sustan Wi, with thoso we
shall bo content But those who do-
sitg o bo nch fall nto temptation,
N0 & snate, intlo many senseloss:
and hur!ml dousirgs that plunge mon

“into ruin"and destruction® For Jthe |

“lovg of mbnoy 15 the [a] root of all

“ovils; i s through this craving that
ui‘qu havo wandored away from .
the faith and plorcod their hearts

- with many pangs™ (I Tim. 6:6-10).

Proud in - Spieit. But there is an- -,
" ¢other wamlng implicit in the first -

beatitude. It s - dirocted o thdse
who desire "godiinoss, but have
‘misgsag: the murk in*terms of the ap-
proach to religiop . that God ap--
proves. fzuch people think they are
“gpiritual riches,’
.but are pot \hey fingk security and
‘prige in"their own réhigious knowl-
_ gdge and religious dedds, and have
Aost sight of their need dnd depehd-
ency upon God ‘In a purgly spintuat
sanse, the oppes»!e of tha ' beggar
i spirit”” is the “proud I’ ﬁpmt
the seif-nghteous
The parable of the Pharr’see and
the tax collector in tuke 18 9-14
\contrasls the .'beggar-in-spirt’ and
proud n- spml “athfudes
“He -alto told. this parable to

" some who trusied in themselves

that they were nkghleous and des-
pised others 'Two men went up

into the temple 10 pray. one a Phan: .

$ee and the other a tax collector
" The Phansee stood and prayed
thus with himselt.” "God, 1 thank
thee thal | am no! tke .other men
extorhoneors, unjust. adulterers. or
even lke thus-tax collector | fast
twice a week, | give tithes of all that
| get

eyos 1u hedven, but heat tis breagt.
saying. “God. be merciful 10 me‘a

GOOD NEWS  hly 1976

" But-he tax collector. stand-
ing far off. woulg@ not gvenift up his

sinnor!™ 1 toll you, this man wont
down to his house justiiod rathor
than the othor; for evory one who
exalts himseit will bo humbled, but
he who humblos himsel witl be ox-
alted.” "

What Wp Phansoo said about
hirnsell was strictly true. But God
ooks at the nner heart — not just
the external doed.'And what he saw

- ih the Phanseo was anything but

humlhty and a trusporato foehng of
dupbndun(o upon God The man
obwiolsly had groat fath in his own
righ!euuvnosv as f he could
“earn’ salvahon.by ment

He beheved he had tultilied - the
law by gomg thiough the motions
of observing specific parts of it But
i gotualily he missed completely
the whole point of God's law, falling
woetilly. short of what God reaily
wanls. And; wwhal does  the
Lord requna ol you but lo do- jus-
lice. and tq love.kindriess [margin
steadfast love]. "and o walk humbly
with your God” (Micah 6 8 )

The publican. on ihe other hand,, -

knpw exaclly where he slood with
God. he redlized his desperale
phight and thiew huanself, upon

God's mercy Bhs mdym got rasuits

He went hore justibed — that 1s,
otgiven of his sing and reckoned
fighteous He was found dcceptable
by God but the Phansee, tor all
his greal rehigious deeds. was not!

Chrigt Our Only Gain. The roral
of ‘the paratie 15 not that we must
always be wrdtched sinners in des-
perate need of forgiveness “Are
we tocontinue m s that grace
may abound? By no means! . ex-
clammed the apostle Paul (Rom 6.1-
23 He then procoeded o describe
the new life in the Holy Spint we are
to ive A key faclor in that hfe 13 a

\

I

doop, abwding rospoect lor God's
rightoousness and an absonco of
solf-nghtdousneoss It oporatos un
dor tho premiso of total dopend-
ency upon God with no dolusions
of spirtual selt-suthciency

Paul contihuaily gave crodi 1o
God tor everything Ho prized only
his relationship with Chnst wheroin
Chnist accormphished whatover good
he, Paul, did, "It any other, man
thinks ho has reason tor conliddnee
in the flesh. | have more,” he slated

,in Philippians 34 He then pro-

>

ceeded 10 onumorato s creden-
tals tor boasting. which included
“'as to the law a Pharisee’
(varsg* b) Bul he went on lo say
",Busl whatever gain | had, | cquntod
as loss tor the s#o of Christ’ In
deed | count evorything as less be-
causo of the surpassing worth of
knowing Chnst Jesus my Lord For
his sake | have sullerad tho loss of
all things. andscount them as
reluse, in order that | may gamn
Chnst' (verses 7-8) i

A beggar in spint ig always con-
sctous thal he has no spuitual re-
s0uUrGges or wealth he can call his
own e s totalty’ dependent on

God This continuing sense of spin-~

lual poverty 1s the basis of his salva-
tion. the factor CRnst claims is

crucial to obtaining the blessing of

the iKingdom of God. ' 0
- 4

RECOMMENDED READING
Prefacing Jesus™  sermon on  the
mount  {Matt  5-7). the bealitudes
arg amongg the heart, root and core of
the teachings of Chnstianity  The
Worldwigde Church of Gog publishes
asfull color booKiet expounding and
oxplanung gach ong Wnte for owr
frae publicaton enttiod Whgl Is a
Real Christian? Mailing addrosses are
on the mgide front cover
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. phemy!”
Jeves as themost cardinal point of

“Ye are gods " said your Sav-
ior. Ani anthropomorphic
idea? Spiritual sait and pep-
per? A theological euphe-
mism? Or did He really me

it — literally? ‘“Thou art God!"

- What a mind-boggling possi--
_ biityl s God literally our

Father? Are we literally His

sons? What is a’ﬁw mystery of

God’»’

e

asphemy!™ shoutad the ngh-
L (cously indignant ahd gener-
ally enraged rehglous bugotc
of Jusus day when He said, 1 am
he SL)‘[I o! God™ (John 10.36). "For
a good work we stone thee nat; byt
because thou, Dunq a man, makest
thysell’ God.” they explaiged
smugly i their theological strait-
jacket as they stooped to pick . up
10Cks (verse 33) :

+ Buf for some reason they paused
10 nge_Jesus tme 1o pose a puz‘

zhng qugstion lrom the heart of.
“is it not writ-

thewr own Senptures:
ten in your law. | said, Yé are gods?
It he.called them gods, unto whom
the word of God came, and the
scripture cannot be broken; say-ye

“of lm_whom the Father hath sanc-

thied. and sent into the worid, Thou
blasphemest. because | said,

Having posed 4 questiofi they
couldn’t answer made them - even
mdre angry, and they tried again 0

follow through with _therr “stoning, .
but Jesus éscaped again:.thal time. ~
The Sop of-God. Lying &t'the very”

heart of Chnstian peliet 1s the* abso-
lute necessity” of recognizing what
thuse of Jesus day labeled "bias-
Every good Ghnstian be-

doctnne that Jesus Christ of Naza-
eth was“and 1sthe Son @f Gdd —

but how many good Christians do -
you knaw who afso believe. equally..
e words o that same-Jesus of;

Nazareth wher He said. praying to

His f ather in heaven just betore His '’

crutifixion  “'Holy . Fathar, keep
through thine own name . those
whuom thou hast given me, that, they
may be one. as we are [ . Neither
pray | for these alone, bm for them
also which shall behgve on me
through ther word, that they all

I am-
‘the Son of God? ™ (Verses.34-36.)

v

may be one. as thou. Father. art in
me, and | in thee, that they also
may"/be one . it us . (John
1771, 20 21) How many do you
know wha believe that?

Pick Your Purpose. When you get
nght down to it, are you really satis-
fied with any religion’s explanation
of the meaning.of life. the key pur-
pose of our creation’ ‘the ullimate

goal to be attamed by any religious . .

exexcise? Let s bretly examine the
major options oftered

Billons have believed that the ul-
timate goal of mankind % to achieve
Nirvana ‘the state of perfect bles-
sedness achieved by the absorption
of the soul Into the supremg spint.”

_Ihgts: an unconscious continued

se

" THE

MYSTERY

GOD

by David Jon Hill 7’

’
.

AN

ex:stence.as Il were like a cellin the

body of the great One 1If may have
served bilions. and driven them to
extremes in their worship to achieve

" that Nirvana — but | must adgmit that

it does not satisty me persgnally —
what good 1s 1t 1o live forever and
yel not even reahze that you are?

2
v

bother them in @€ hame of the yod
of pedce. tiue belevers have con
verted others by the sword to be-
lleve and seek this reward

This goal may be ploasm(} {e)

thany — it does have some few spe-
cific rewards otfered — but | must
adhit that 1t does not sahsfy me
pefrsonally.
Two Camps. Christianity Is sepa-
rated Into two basic camps The
more universal beliel 1s that the pur-
pose of life.1s 1o achieve the Bealific
vision  After wading through six
pages of tine print in the encyclope-
dia of that rehigion attempting to de-
fine just what the beatific vision
really 1s, you come to thgir disap-
pointing conclusion that no one
really knows!

The best you can get s that it1s a
state of blessedness in which you,
hving forever, wiik be able to gaze
upon God, seeing Him better than
you see Him now, but not as He
really 1s, because He i1s too parfect
1o be seen even by the spirtually

successtdl in therr lower state of
Cperfection, beyond which there 1s

no hope of attainment Vague as it
may seem, 1t 1s avidly pursued by
hundreds of milhons as the gogl of
theit existence Perhaps the threat
of the only other alternative — sui-
fering unimaginaple torments in
helltire lorever — spurs them on
Again | must admit this theory
does no!. satisty.me. To think that
the Creator who has fashiored this
tabulously complex. ntncate, - spe-
cihc Bind real universe would pro-
pose such a vague purpose {or His
highest creation — man — does not
compute with me ‘
At the Pearly Gales?” The other
Chuistian beliet — developed In pro-
test and shallered, imo hundreds of

" sphnters, each having a shghtly dif-

A nearly equal number have be- -

lieved thal the afterite of the faith-
tul, forever will consist of hiving at
ease-in an oasis called the Garden
of Allah. where. lounging in a ham-

. mock strung- belween two date

palms. the men (hecause 1t s a

rather md\e duwmdnl rehgion) ’WIH
be led delcacies: by d bevy ot vO-

luptuous wQinen (an ~eferndl ha-
rem?) and have a little hashish as
needed 10 keep them n a proper
stupor (because alcohol i1s not
allowed) so Q!he Jboredomr will not

.

ferent variant ot doctrine regarding

the afterhte.— is basically this. when
you die you go to heaven as a spirit
being of some sort and live eternally

i bhss (sumewhat swmtar to the-

beatlic visson — but more detalls

are added) , You check in at the-

Pearly Gates with Peter. get your

wings, your trarp, your. cloud and .

your golden shppers with which to

wali the goiden stfeets — andg then -

you‘do virtually nothing: but you do
it forever. And you never hunger, or
thirst or cry ar suffer. Again, “Ahe
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"1 ‘only prod to achieve this eternal

goal seems 10 be the awful alterna-
uve sutfening toreverin hell  *

again | must admit that for me it s
not personally satistying, not soma-
thing | would like to dp forever
There are many morg beliets with
goals equally vague > these cover
the majonty of mankind, with the
exception of that segment of people
who believe we are born and die
liker dogs with no purpose what-
soever this doesn’t satisty me el-
" ther and ! retuse to even address it
Empiy Phrases. Why do we use all
the words and slogans so comimon
to Chnisuanity in vaip? Do we be-

Father 1n heaven really mean what

" they say? Do we Believe that the
-gospel message so plainly stated
py Jesus s all allegory. ail sym-
polism. ~all "parable. all table. ail
myth? Do we say by our behets and.
actions that the commumnsis are
nght atter all when they say that
bele! 1 a supernatural being. rel-
“gion. 15 ndeed “the opiate of the
people™?

Do we beheve that plan. clear
words 1n the Bible describing the
purpose of iife. the plan of God. the
gospel delined are empty phrases
holding no praclical meaning? That

stanc&? That words used in the rev-
glation of God 1o mankind have a
smeaning apart from reality? Thal
the Bible says one thing, but means
another? o
Why the Mystery? There s a very
detinle reason for .all” this con-
fusion The vagueness of the ulti-
mate reward of the true believer of
any rehgion, and particularly the
_Chnshian rehgion, is specifically
. predicted and explained in your
"Bible: It is nobody's tault; no one is

1. to plame. All who cling te these

“faiths can easily begiven the bene-
fit of the doubt and truly be said to
pe déeply sincere ~-the blood of
behevers, saints ang' martyrs of all
these religions bes;iééks eloguently
the indelibie fact of gincerity.

But there is A reason why no faith

reason tor creation, the plan of

God, the ultimate goal God sét fo.

Its a Ile more specti.. but,

heve that neither Jesus nor the

they are to be taken with a grain of.
salt as,merg religious vocabulary
i having no real meéaning or Sub-.

. -gives the clear purpose of hfe, the .

~- o

o

4
“maniind The reason isuthaty God

locked up that truth ‘and gives the
key 40 pniock it only, to those of His
¢choosing at the time of His choos-
\ng

preached on how imposgsible 1t +s for
us to understand.jyst what it1s that
God has In store.jfor us. The text
most often uspd 15 this scrpture.
“But as it 15 wrlten, Eye hath not

Many a sermon has been’

seen.-nor ear heard, neither have .

entered into the heart of man, the
things which God hath prepared for
them that love him” (I Cor 2°9)
This conveniently explaips away the
vagueness This allows all manner
of speculation, of scenario devel-

oping for possibilities, of doctrnal .

discrepancies among believers.
This brngs comfort to the con-
tused. helps 1IN swallowing the im-
practical wvisions advapced
regarding God’s purppse ©

" God only wise, be glory through

_itual key. we can turn to, the Scrip-

It also tullills the scrnpture stseif. -

Nobody has seon the perfect will of
God Since nobody has seen it, ob;
viously- nobody, has heard of . No
man has thought up of conceived
the ptan God has in mind, try

“though they may have Inteligence,

wigdam, "dedication — ail in abso-
lute sincénty — have been applied

40 .valn Stll no One has come up

with the plan .
Nexi Text. The text for the day
seems an inadequate tool — let's

cheat just a httie and read the next °

tex! aiso! Maype we'll see. hear and
begin to conceve what others have
not "Bul Go# has revealed them

unto us by his Spint tor the Spirit i
searcheth ail things; yea, the deep

- in the image ofGod!

things of God' (verse 10). This

plainty says-th3t ‘despite the fact
that man alone (in his-own imagina-
tion and with ail theeffort he has
expended at ityhas not been able to
come up with the plan God has in
mind tor those rfvho love Him, that
He. by His Spinit; reveals it!

In short. God's purpose for man-

Kind can be known, but only by His
Spint. "'Now-to him that is of power
10 stabhsh you according,.to my
gospel, and the preaching of Jesus
Chrnist, according 1o the revelation
of the mystery, 'which was kept se-

" cret smce the world began, bui now

is made ‘manifest, and by the scrip-

. tures of the prophets, according to

the commandment of the ever-

“created he him; male and femalé

lasting God. made ‘¥nown to all na- '
tons for the obedience of fath 10 | -

Jesus Christ for ever'* (Rom. 16:25-
27), ’ M
Thanktully. if God grants His spir-

tures and unlock the unkngwn truth
— without prejudice, without prior
congepts clouding the plain truth,
just having God's Spirt help us un-
derstand the clean, clear truth, be-
lieving the words mean just what
they say and have no meanng In
antithesis. -

tet'stry. v

Some say you can interprét the
Bible 1o mean anything’you want Il
to say: Andthe multitude of beliefs
would seem- 1o confirm this state-
ment. But let’'s cheat again and not
interpret anything. Let's pretend the
words God uses have slraighi-
forward, clear meanings and ate
not clouded with double, hidden or
allegorical meanings. When God
says ''son'’ he-means son, not just
someone of younger years of less
experience or intelhgence When
God says ‘Father' He means one
who has produced*sons, not tather
image, or fatker idea. "When He
says "brethren”’ He means sons ol
the same tather and mother, not
just peopte who hold the same gen-
eral pelief. Keep it clean.

L'et's try. .
The Bible Says...you are made

Why? “ _ .

None of -the other “mithons of
creatures, God created are made in
His image. God doesn't look like a.
snake, a bull, a bird or a fish — He
looks jus likt a human being. or. -
betler, human beings lock just like
God. "'And God said, Lel us make
fan in_our image, after our like-
ness . .. Bo God created man in
his owrl image. in the image of God

created he them” (Gen. .| 26;27);
God is not a male chauvinist- He
plainty declares that both male and
female are in His image.. ., .
We_look like Him, but we are not,
axacily like Him. An image ®hows
design and shape, but 1s not made
of the same substance as.the origt- <
nal We_are physical flesh, teinpo-
rary, mortal — God is Spirit, Elernal,

immortal. . J

26
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David knew-that G‘bd hact crealed
us in His likeness, yet he said: “As
fdwme, { will behaid thy face in righ-
teousness: | shall,be satisfied, when
| awake, with tHy likeness™ (Ps.

17:15). To be like.God as God' is .
God — 1o be fotally in the likeness

of God — requires a change in our
composition from physical to spjri-
tual. "Now this | say, brethren, that
“flesh and blod®* cannot inherit the
kingdom of God; neither doth cor-
ruptioni Thhent incorription. Behold, .
l shew you a mystery; We.shall not
all sleep. but we. shall all be

changed, in a morhent. in the twin- -

kling of-an eye, at the last trump

[the ‘when David referred to that he .

would finally be satisfied]: for the
trumpet shall sound and the dead
‘shall be rased" incorruptible, gnd *
we shall be changed N Cor 15 50-
22 -
= Job was Jamiar with thns neces:
sary change: ' If a man die, shall-he

-tve again? {The basic questibn. .-

every religiously interested person
asks about a possible afterlife:] All

~ the days of my appointed time will.1

g

wal,
shalt call fthe last trump], and 'will
T answer thee thou wilt have a Qesu'e
10 the work of thine hands . . . -For
, I know, that my reaeemer nvem and -
1hat he shdll signd "at the latter day- -

tll .my change come. Thou «+ -

“‘upon ‘the earth. and ‘though affer .

my skin wormg destroy this body -
_lcorruption], yet &part from [mo‘re
" proper réndering of the Hebrew} my -
 fleshr.shall / Sge God (Job 14:14-
15.19:25-28). . :

~ Whatis cnanged GS ﬂesh ammde
“character —-not personality, the in-
legral,” personal, conscious you.'
. Job makes this clear: *"Whom [God].
i shall see for myself, and mine eyes
shall beho!ﬁ and not another -

(19 27). -

There are other clues Bu,! the .
‘mystery of the gospel is not clearly«:
explained in the Scriptures. of the
Old Testament. Jesus came for that
purpose (among others) as He said:

“'All things-are delivered unto fme of
my Father’ and no man knaweth
“the Son, but the. Father; neither
s-knoweth any man the-Father, save
- ‘the Son, and he to whomseever the”
Son will reveal him'’-(Malt. 11:27).
-And again:
me, except the Father which ham
sent me draw him . _.." (John 6: 44)

’ Tesiament

. impregnation .

The direct thher/Son relanonshlp

is not plainly revealed in-the Oid
The tefm ‘‘father”
used, but plainly in a metaphor (seb
Numbers 11:12 and Isaiah 9:6)."

as His literal father who caused. His
In the womb of a
~woman (Mary), 1e., the on/y Son of
God: '
But He"is ‘afso called: the

born.” Now, granted one can be

firstborn even thoughuthere are

never any others born after = put

the first born. "And there > are specutic

scrniptures which demand 1hus un- |

derstanding. -

“For whem he did. .
toreknow, he also dld

R . predestinate to be

contormed to the image of
. his Son, that he might
: be the firstborn -
.. among many brethren” .
. (Rom. 8:29).

A

“Jesus became the Jirstborn Son

K of God by the resprrection from the

‘the dead”

dead “And decsa® ep to be the Son -

of ¢ Gou . . by the resurtrectior from

:‘(Rom wa) Even Jesus
was physical, tiesh and blood. That
~had tg: change. ‘And ‘that over-

,whelmmg ‘change came aboul at

His resyrrection. Bul the beaufiful
thing about-the resurrection- of .our

“‘Savior. the Captan of our ‘Salvation,
 auy Redeemer who lives, is that it.
" begomes possible through the "

and me to also ¢5é €hanged. to also”
become a Sori gNGAd, to be God as -
' God s 'God, to be

power of that J%unecnon for you.

be God. a‘s Jesus is .
now God!

“For whom hé cid toreknow he

. aiso did predesunate 7y be con-

"Nd man can come to

formec to the image of tus on; that-
he might be the firstborn among-
'many tsre(psen (Rom.. 829) Sure

sounds like there are io be many

s

tlrst~'

.. you realize that the New Testament

*language uses one -word,” gennao,

-

i ' |-
'nore sons bom mtor,(;od S tamlly‘ o

“For it became him; for whom: are

all things-[the Father}, and: by~ |

~whom are all things. In bringing

.. ‘many- so’ns to glory, 1o make the .
Power To Become Sons. . Jesus'i§ ...
the Son of God ~ no gb’od Chns-"
“tian denies that. Jesus:is upique:.

. He is the oniy san of a hurman being’
who had God the Father in_heaven. -

captain “of therr salvation_ 'BJGSon
.Christ] perfect through sufferings’"
{Heb. 2:10). This also makes it plain:

‘there ' are others yet o become glo- *

rified sons! “For both he that sanc-
,imeth and they who are- sanctified

- are’ all; of ‘one: tor which cause he

[Jesus] % not asharred to call then. -
brethren™ .(verse 11). ""And he
[Jesus] Is the head of the bady, the
«church: who is the beginning. the:
firsthorn 1rom the dead; that in ail-

" things he rmght have the pre:
there - is & Clear implication that -
- others wiill come, being_born after.

eminence . Christ in you the _

“hope .of. [your] glory gl (Col

118, 27.) "
"la fact, the Blbte plam!y states

“rthat’ the purpose of Christ's' coming.

. was 1o make it possible for. us. A0
bet;ome God's sons. ‘But-as many
as’received him, 10 them gave ‘he.
power to become the sons. of God

~. even fo them that believe on his

name: which were boim, not- of

* -bload. nor of thé will of the Hesh,
- nor H5)f the will. Gf.

man, but of God.’

- (JofAn1.12-13).

~Not Yet Born.' This 15 all very- dmx-
cult, because the Bible calls physi« :

~ ¢al human beings “sons of God."”

- Yet the Bible also plainly says ﬂesh

.. and bigod cant inherit, be sons:.

Huymans -must be born again. Not’
just an- expenence of the mind, but
.an aciuai birth, a'complete change
‘o a new being as dmerem from our
__breseqt state as a” mature: plant is
from.the seed which Js plantedin "
the ground (lo use an arialogy Pall
-usedin | Corinthuans 15)..

The difficulty is resoived when

was writlen in Greek. The Greek

to refer to conception; the begotten

stage of fetus growth and the actual ¢/ <

.- birth. S0, frofn the begmmng of the
‘new hfe conﬁeptlon the tndrvxdual
is considered Yo be a son even

- though he is nof yet born.:When. -

_you a@s.a natural parént are first

‘aware that there 15 new %ife in the
mb, don't you think &t it:as your

‘chid, even- though it is not yet

born? And do not most of those

concewed finally achieve birth?
It's t:e-same with God®

a

-~
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‘&esus said. ”‘T‘hou art God bgl

cause that 1S your awesome ,;otén
tial whether you mpw it yetl or not.

Besudes Gogl's way -of reterring ta.

. something He plars to do is to. refer &

Jto.jt-as if 1t werd already done; or,

“calleth those things which e %1
as’ though they were’ {Bom. 4: 7).
So | take-this hcérse in faith:

. God- begins the birth of. His §ons
very small. just as‘we begm the
birth of our own children.
that hath ‘wraught us- for the, self~.

+ same thing 1s God. who also- hath:

*.

“For he .

' given unto Us the earrest. af the .

Spmt (IiCor. 5.5)." .

Now an “earnest’ is a very small
down paymen;‘ a(rymg wethi 1t a
promise of méré to come,. unti the -
fuli commitment 1s reached

“For as mahy assare led. by the
Splm &1 God, they are the. sotis of. .
God” (Rofn* 8:14) . There ar¢ 'ne
“capnal ietters in Greek by. mefWay

. it 15 only the translators’ of. the ng

James Versxon who' decnded to cap- .
italize “"Son' when it reterred vlo
Jesus angd. nol 1o capitalize - ‘son’

when 1t reterfed 10 us. A, EROST
humble and sincere reverence. but

Job sialed *ae wouid wz\al
‘dust (as Peter: sadeol, David 2iter
“the resunectuor\ of Christ— Acts 2), -
some ashes, some possibly partly
physxca11§/ presorved (Joseph. -

Sume.

tor -
. éxampie, whose body was mJmmi-

" fied aiter the Egypnan style) — all -

waut;ng for ,a..‘Belter tesurrec-
tion.., . God havmg prowded some
- better thing tor us, that they without
‘us :should not be - made berfe\,t
. (Heb¥11:35. 40). ‘The ‘genbral ‘as- -
sambly ot ¢ne’ church of the first-

. bom the spts. Os"jUST men made

perfecr(Heb 12:23). - waiting.
“Behold. what manner of love the
Famer nain b{nslowed upon us, that

_we should be cated the :sons of *

God Betoveég: now-are we the,

. sons. gf God anll [weald you be-

v

- melﬂpnunc allegbncai mythical

perhaps il leads us to rmsuhdér»-v

stand .
Not Melaphors or ‘Niceties. “For
ye have not received the spint of
bondagé again 10 fear. but ye have
received the Spirit af- adoptron.
whereby we Cry.. Abba, Father’
(verse 15, Again the word - "adop-,
tion can just as weH B translated”
“sonship’” Or even Sonsh»p “but, -
according 1o the very sulplunes
-they -were translating. 1t never did ~
enterinto their mings thal we could”
be the actual Sons. of God — they

only took the words to. e meta-

phors of niceties, condestension -
from God as it were. But this scrip-;
ture clearly geclares that we are 1o
call God, Abba. which Is Hebrew for
Father, ang then amplities it by add~
ing Father. An @ctual Father.- not a
prdlend Father. .

“The Spint itseif beareth witness
with our spirit, that we -are the chil-
- dren of God" (verse 18). Not born
yet, of course. Jus begmnmg Not

changed yet from ghysical 10 ‘spir- '

* tual totally, but the process begun
Fact is nobogy has been
changed yet except Jesus of Naza-
reih. All the holy merg of old are
dead and in their graves\waiting as
, Fd . o

‘ ,a]) ~poweltut..
You guessed it the’ seccmd answer ¢
us fight . Now 1t Fle-is likg thal,-and

. .we aie going 1o be! likg He's —what *

" nalure.
" says] will ‘make them. [people.

1|ev5§_., Dul BNiZ dom not yef’ appear
Wha;
yet s just. begotten] bt we knpw
. that. when he snah appear, we shal/
be nke fm; for e shal/ ‘see. tum as
ha '$ @John 3:1- &) -

~What is’ Jbsds gomg 10 be ke

when He comes back 10 this; earnh?

»San.of. Gog  — or areal. spritual.

acfual “Sori. of. God?

A0 YU SuppPaSE we, will be like??7 .

. Gad As God is God! God i$ not .

playmng’ games God-is not, per-..

e -shall: b [we re not born -

heaven r w . if He reaiy 1s our (not
Just i) Father if we are (16 be) HIs
“sons. I vw& share e Father s and
the Son's giory: it \we inhent eternai
“hig: if we partake of the dine na-
ture, if we arg to be fustlike Jesus
now |is;- )t wé have' fg complete.
ming of Chnist if we afe #orihy of
‘worship — wE MusT 82 GOD!

lxaspnemy” o '

‘Nol- : '
.. That s the- unce-.evabe trutn of
yom Bible .

Cne sho a'ude s totaily .h-

sufficient 10 exgian God s tota

plar, but this Is the core of it it yOu
afe mter’estec I QUISUING the Sub-
ject A, sure there are munislers o
“the Worldwide Church ot God near

ey who wbuld te more than happy

petraling SoMme CoSMIC JOke Godis

‘not ‘sponsormg an eternai qest

~home Iin the . Sky". “for remred Chns--

N

fans. ., “ . o

. C odis (epmducmgatﬁmself' o
“Lét tHis rmind besn you, which..

was- alsg. in Chost Jeésus” (Phu

2:5). Whereby are given unto us-

exceedmg great and preciqus

promises {béyond the ~scope of
\ human imaginatioh). that by these
ye might be partakers of the dwine
" (li Peter 1.4) i [Jesus

" |'perience - of “& - ddfinite .and |-

“human beings| to.come and wor-

ship’ betore thy. fedt” . .1 (Rev.
3.9 Now. you kngw, and I know.
- that pnly Gad ig-worthy of warship! .
There is only’ one mescapaoie
" conclusion. .
it we are 10 be changed from
physical lo $piritual — and not just

ordinary spiritual, bt by and,into,

the Spinit dt God; if we are taught by
Jdsus to pray ~Our Father in

¥

11 halp, you unders;aro more (See

“box on fhe next: page)

But. bea.eve W0 NOL; you are a
polentaal ommpotem powe, o}

wWere bom ta become: God‘ L xs‘ .

the myste;y ot God‘ oo

| you-mean—

:Af;cordmg go me dnchcnary, re-
‘ligious conversion is “the ex- |-

jdecls:ve adoption of veligion.”

the Bibla’ cieariy shows ' that'
real Chns!sah cofversion’

the bookiet Just
Maan -«
‘Armstrong - gives - the-. reader |
yatuable insights into the sub- |
jett and poiats out the dangef
et a talse. conversson - For your,
!ree cepy of

hat Do You-

instructive
booklet,
1o The Goed
" News om‘cg_
nearest- you..
"(Sse inside
front cover
~for the ad- |
dresses.).

A2
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»
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| Fhat's fine as far as. it goes, but.{ . |

~"Converslon? Herbert |

write |

Just what do 1

" this helpful,q |

.
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Iy should you take the time to read a centuries-
old book? Giad you asked. To begin with, the
<medle gives you the answers to the great issues of

m - answers lto: stnom sm:h as Whai lis mam"

g .uoeess bw " om writte ;;-, M&erd!ly ﬁm&ed wm
- principtes that can make tyo;mr life more rewarding
In every way. !

's also a book about the future —
mmrmw’ 'S News w&a\y The (Biiibile uies T
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