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L says pay lotpe

. The

0’ not fold, bend,’ spinde, -

staple -or mutilate.” # you

corpbratson that's probably printed
+ somewhere on. your salary. check.

" :Eyer stop1o think about what would>

ppen if you did”indeed bend,

" fold;or staple it? Undoubtedly, the

. worsl;that could happen would be
“nothin
‘who -

secunty with.a piece of papei- that

oider of John Q.

" Public. Their. real love and aftection
" Is placed upon a promise to pay
them so much money for -services

" ‘rendéred to theor pariicular com-

- pany. Money in .the bank is auto-

matically equated with peopie’s |
désire fok .self-perpetuation and -
. Self-deteimina-
—~—tion—and--setigratiicatiotr—are—twa:| -
-, more peﬂecﬂy natural ‘parts of the

“self-presarvation.

.same old 3 rome. . _
ment. The wnsw‘
_man:that ever lived — King-

rnon - explored the self to the full
5000:5 NEWS Ocﬁobr 1978, -

happen to work for a large -

more than an uplight clerk’
oL ouldn? process your. gay—~
-—'———-choclethreugrﬁhecemputer“-—————
: "But it's-amazing how many |
people- equate pérmanence “and’ |

Solo—"

e

He had (he money, the position and\
the time u;;'ndulge himiself in "l

aspects of He  what
most can only - covet rnemally And

- he learned some vi ally important
lessons in "’»3 process’ — 1essons
- you shouldn'tihave to learn by the
same cruel leather of expenence.
Solomon began his discourse ke
. this: “]'said -in mirie heart, Go to
‘gow, | Wili prove thee with mirth
tﬁereier&enmroieasure—anﬁ—be_
ho»d this also is vanity. . . . I sought:
i mine ﬁean o give mvsetf Junto
wine, yet acq ing rune’ heart
with wisdom, 8and hold .on
folly, “ti { mighl see whal was, shat
good for the sons‘of men, which -
- they should do under the heaven all -
-the days of their hfe” (Eccl. 2:1, 3).
-Solomon was. conducting an ex-
‘penment. He wanled to krow what_
was_the very best way. 1o hve’in
. order fo get the most out of this life.
~~HeContinued ™ -made me great |
works; | builded me' houses:. |
planted ‘meé vineyards; | made me ')
gardens and- “grchards - .-, also " |
*had great possess:ons of gr and

"t

Hhatsoevet mne ey&s d&sued )

_képt not front.them, | withheid not

my heart from any joy” (verses 4- °
' 10). Solomon had it ailt Money was -

no nbject. He' possesse

tically all the rest of the human race B
- wants. And there was nobody .
" around loteu him: No “you cant -

have that.”

—— NOwW you-woudn™ t‘come o the
same congclusions hé did. No. you'd
be d;fferem' You wouldn't do it thai
way. ‘Materialism wouldn't ruin’ your
lﬂe you samply wouidnt lat “the

unnghtedus mammon” turm al your

‘'spintual values upside down. Or
would you?

The Conclugion of ﬁe m
- SolomoK concluded: “Then P
“looked on [consldered] all -the
worles: that my hands had wrought,
.and on”the labour that | had a-

—boured 10°d0 @nd. behold, al ' was T T

“vanity and vexation of- spirt_{uther

frustration), and there was no profit

under the sun” (verse 11).. .
“Vanity,”"in the origindl Hebrew

smau came So | was g . and

Yoos

. laniguage. simply means “a pursuit




~.-_aﬂermnd E\enrytogxabanm
- fut of wind? it's exactly fike trying to
get any.permanent satisfaction out
'ofallofmeseptogecmmataowm
‘ * late wealth..
. The king commued his con- ,
" templations: “Then said | in my
© bhear, As it happeneth to the fool,
$0" it Happeneth even o me: and
why was | then more wise? Then |
said in my heart, that this also .is
- vanity * (verse 15). Solomon was
thinking about ‘his ‘personal. future -
. : besmlb‘ggelye( So'fhere’s this | I

bemg by _the m:ngs he bujt and =
planted, the things he b(mght and”
possessed: He found out, through -
the ‘crucible: of hard. expeﬁence,\
- that all. of .1hese activities CORsti-"

".. tuted jittie more than.a vain pursuit )

- afterwind. o 1
* .He became a mndmte for sm—

- cide. He wrole:
life; because " the ~work -that

“Therefore 1 ha:esd

wrought under the sun is gr‘ievous

“unte me’ for al! is vanity and vexa-
© tion of spiril™ (verse 17). ’

Can You Leam the Linon?

© Thirk of ali me pewnanence you'd
like 1o the success, the .
. se"c.mty themoney .ihe fine home, '|
elc. Can you take a jesson from
*Sofomon? And if nct him, One of the

weaithiest men this world has ever

seen —J. Paul Gelty? He is reputed |
“t°c give away all my .

10 have said:

o miilions for just,one successful mar-

- riage.”’ *'Or could you take a lesson -

from Ihe fabled Howard * Hugtres,

— who_8ied_a_recluse_atter _eardier
yems of amazing accomplishments *
* . in tfie tieid ot aerodynamics as well
- as the acquisition of mum‘pls mil-

lions?

Solomon summed. up a- great

» 'spmtual principle that all of these
nich men (after they. had basically
lived ther lives) would probably nod-

their heads in assent to. “"Belter is

vexafion of spint” (Eccl.

"an handfd! with ‘quielness, than
* -boti the hands full with travail. and
46)

' --m~-«—f~—ﬁ~~know -the--upper-middie.ciass.-or.|.|

wealthy American wallomng

around in

affiuence probably
" doesn’t believe thi$ principle. But

nstruel)(ndbeiorethcyae many

-of them will reahze it!
" Notice .Ecclesiastes 5.10:

“He

-, them: and whaigood

|_locok_al. mem fcxmﬂeg.memr Jthink_

" alite?

. takes your breath awély? When s

- of much: but the abundance of the
‘rich will not suffer. [aliow] him. to

e

thal iovem sdver snai! mt De sal
fied -with silver; nor he that 5ove
| abundance wuth increase: thig is
also vanity.” When will the large
 hotel and motet chains finish build-
ind?-When will the quick-food ven-
dors “decide they Havé?enough
.sales -outlets?. When ' will.
muttimitlionaires decz!é they have -
“enough™? No, satstaction simply -
doesnt ‘come through having _
“enough.” 1 ,you're -already big,
- you just naturally want to grow o

them and ma* gooc s me(e 10 !be

"Vlhen goods iticreade,‘ .
they are increased that eﬁl

‘Is there to the ownefs
thereof, saving the
beholding of them with
., their eyes?” )
(Ecch&iashs 11 )

owners thereof, saving the behold-
ing“cf them with their eyes?”’ What
can anyone do with_ all me goods
ey might, accumiuiate - except”

about them, and mapsboast|us(

Truiy, - ma eye s not sallshed

. with seemg nor, the éar tilled with |.

heanng™ (Ecc!. 1:8). When is the

very last time you, want 10 see a—|C

beauufut sun§er? When do you tire
of an absolutety”magnificent. na-
tonal forest scene’ sc beautitul n

the last lime your eyes want 10 be-
‘hold sharp. sheer chffs, rushing -

ens of vanenes ot wild iowers?’
-Solomun goes on to say inchap-

fer five: “The sleep of a labouring

man is sweet, whether he eat iittle

isleep {verse 12) A fan. who

:'taurarts 1o be %tzsﬁed He can

L few more material, ¢
"t'more' !emporary eomon a- lew ‘

_--f‘aeém‘.

1 kife, mey wouldn'{ be piaymg ‘the).

"“tars, the fuggiing of bills and ali the:

hrooks, crystal-cleartakes and.doz-:|-

works hard with his hancs doesn't
have {0 samc&et!’nehm‘idsb&t res-

‘ofe«nmemstugmnsmd 3
happy of persons. He lies awake at . -
night constantly stmmg pletting, -~ -
planning, figuring — t:y:ng SOMme-

how to obtain yet molre ffe

for that c-%mgmeak pat
heﬁnany‘has “endugh> - R
-Verse 16: ““What profit. ham he ta

lhatna;h labored: formemnd"“ Do ot
" you labor for -the- -wind? Or Monl- BN
. gomery Ward? Or Sears? Or Bank-
" Ameticard? It's all the: .saire i~ a,
kKind-~of tutility. and 1rustfgnon o
#¥here’s nothing to. sno.-. for it-but'a”

; a linle,

n:eam

re steaks. and ﬁfﬂ!yjﬂﬂ 2m

game of impuise buying, with the
. 1e5ulting endiess battles with credi-"

-other dai trustra‘m:ns that plague -
multap!;‘ millioheyelagscurily= ..
. obsessed Amenc.ans Britohs and
cther citizens of- (he Western worid.
Butit doesn’t have' tobe this way!

- There is a.pener‘way' merus;a

up for yourseives treasures gpon
earth, whete moth and rust:dath
corrupt, and- where ‘thieves bre
throughandslea‘ but tay u pior.
" yoursetves - treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust doth °
:,cormp;.f.randfmef.up&vesfdo*not..;. et
break through por steal: For where

. your rmsum is. there will youtr
heart be also™ (Matt. 8:19-21).
Jesus is talking about an .atulude
and an approach. toward Me S

Worrymg yourseﬂ to death about -
‘ Gooouews  October 1976 _




: “The. New International
Versoon has 1t “*Therefore 1 tell you,
domwauyamnyourbie what™
The Lnr-

dcm".tphn m!p(epa:e dommy‘
p‘apythaﬁb fof your. grand-,

. Children’™ Thedoroe\_t_heoogmgi
_Greei - is ‘to take no. anxious .
- Mhbught. or as-we might say. in- the
.. ~-yerpacolar: DocM worry about vtsa\‘
= - much.” The message- is:- Dontset

S yourheanonmleﬂaimngs a0
Elsewhere in the book of Eoc’:e—

. . siastes, Solomon teils us.1o enjoy .
' the things that we have. But you

cant enyoy. your possessions: if -
you're constantiy’ wormed . abom ‘
. gefting -more. Lymg. chealmg
. ‘stealing. Cutting Towmers just. 1o
~————grab a hitke more of a-materal fu=
ture? it ‘will deslroy you; naf"your
e mve you psychosomahc us-

Wymlngymdomm H-you re.
' cons!anr!y mmlung "How can:| get

- business? ’ Howcanlgetavaca
son? Howcapsgetarpus;’?

mureevgnuwyaomw"’ ay
yourset, spintualty ang most
o(yourlovpammhappymm

Miob&calleﬂthek
God:torhehamptw
16r them a city”
(Hdrmﬂlﬁ).

mumammme
- possesseth” {Luke 12:15). 5

‘people of God are calied, n the '

| Your Reel Stake In Etsrmity. The .

4

‘«}ve written before, mere exists a”
fully certified cashler’s chieck with -

xournmaemmﬂ\edaleisme&yf

of your baptism. mepayﬂmhsm‘ Do

-.efernal life, ﬂxesugnatutb writ'en in -

| -royal Iga*biogd s Jesus Christ of. - -

| Nazarsth! Yt
Memﬂy
Ail have io do is turp the

S your mmon mto

M)enﬂecomes and you .

have your stake nn\elemxry “Your
record and the charaster you've
bullt. the real you. is going o last -
-from the ages unio the ages — if

—Bible.pioneers hal have no certain
dweliing place: people who are
seelung a heavenly Kingdom and

manence of spuitial hings — 100k-
ing lowards things- which cannot be
seen with the naked eye , C

Peater guves us a spmlua:l descnp
honofGodspeople Bu!yearea
" chosen generation, a royal_pgest-*
hood, an holy nalon, a pecuhar
peopie [no1 0ad or weird — but dif-
ferent — a select, unkue people],

placmgmenrvmmonmeper-4

our finite” m:ndscanremotaiywr—
derstand il

Called-out”’ Chnsnansamcalled
piighits and pionéers. Weretobe
_innovalors. We're' t0 dream ‘the
great dream and, w:thfam:nGod
- bnng it to pass. We are the kind of
peapie that are willing, like- Abrg-*
| _ham, to° gelwtofmroounlryand
ourlandlmaaplaoemarﬁodwil
" show us.” We are 10 he willing, like -

Jeramiah, togolo,uforoutbo-

kefs.

.__pr o ———
Bmmmmmtrm
bcnp(ufesbeudowntmhardm

security seekers .%; t-they do’ not
‘many, many otheNplain scriplures |

onmesubpcl mapomonm
oooom oeuwum PR

NGl ye should shew forih me
prasses of um who.hagh_called you:
“out_of [spimual] darkness into his
marvelious lighl” (I*Peter 2.9).

The psople ot God are. -of every
Qoloc they a'e !rom many’ dlﬂerem

Veqhkdy JesusChnsNOslalio' i

did Helose" Nohmg!l-leomned
wrnlabouthﬁ!-hwasbeam
“and vmipped ‘and he -wandered -




i things bul ioss ot EiEe

‘exteliency of the knowi-

- edge of Cnnst Jesus my

o Lorg for_whom i have

" suflered the foss of al

1mngs,- and do’ cuuni

T _.m&m bul durvg,,mat d

. may win Crist” (P
Co /7«83

-0 7 The apostie Pau) knew

s real Slaken elermty

He conunued: *That '§

may know Mim, and ihe -

powrot@m&sunechon

" and the fellowstip of his

- suftenngs, beng- made

—ce&ﬂem?abwle—n 5

. m;ghi anmn unlo the 1es-
urrects:on of the gead -
(verses 10-11), .
A Great Cloud of Wit
nesses. Bul Paul s nol the onty
exampie He wrole 0f p great com-
mnyo‘rmenand women who never

Gods Word just to hang ofi %O

property somewhere. Abel gave his
«  waswiing togmupalima(hohad
seen and known (verse 8-9). .Moses
esteemed “the reproach of Chnst -
Qreater riches than the. tmasules T3]
Egypt” (verse 26}, “Women re-
cewed Ingr deac

thiew away a singie: pnociple of |
some physical amenity of peece Of

J-———————gits-10-Goa-tHeb-—+-4)-Abrahamm-

rased 16 Lle |
: agar andc!hels were 10nured, ﬁcn '

natn “huncabons [secure 0nes).
whiose budder; and maket & God "

’_(ve(se 10} Every one ol these men
- B8N0 women ded In faih. Not hawng
ye! .receved the greq’ proruse. of
the resutrectiord They “conlessed. |
*m;—lmy—wcﬁstfm -ang_pe-...
9ums on ihe eath (verse 13).
“Bubnow they desie a betler coun-
t5y; hat s an hegventy’ where'cre
304 i§ not ashamed 1o be caked
wea God tor he Kain ;vwoo I3¢
e @ Cfw iverse 387

Ablaham tomadmacztywmch |

Sunu Pmpnocy Rl
O 16 S @ wWhe o 459&:
g 10 hapher bt the
SO Cﬂfmﬁlws.s
Thest «8 the Susest
y_in Aaé al R

De. dpered uu w-a e -4{3;:
1B gONG 10 D8 & Dledtt 4
SPining sgnt Inal wail
. $like 16110¢ BIC the'
neats of mions Tnen a gieal /7
> thumpet Dias! wil (recaoe he s:ght
{ of 3 huge sy it a Great Beng
ShNg asinde & wivle NOTSE LOMuig
ux 8 Diaze of Qiory — wilth Mt i Of
Qrorhed 1ore! human besngs be
hmor'!mwmeomm:umol
- tulershe On s SR H S he 108l
WMNMM\Q@QWW' s
“)‘l "} roally wart 1C be ifere :

] g hat «ind ot secumy_tra‘xnaaﬁ
mwuw Are '}

Those spuiludl 100t8 QO J0wN in
m o'mctuor‘ &d On Out MG the
onteety of space |3 Lke @ slake
future! Wnat abcut yGu? G

’ GOOO'(NS ch R )




B

DonGodiookdnamaa

ﬂwwwwlwkmw

Awloownotmc!o ueupht-‘
mmoﬂnmmr‘yr

ahe! DuA-rather 8

bromd.non'u- o

‘ o@aﬂrwvmb#mop-

posmsex

mormo!wc ‘v«yoooa
wwmmmngha'\e*

'MMNW(WW-f

- good t(Gen 13|)hmmr

‘mndmﬁmmm

th Gay Of creabon” preserved for

.us i Genesss two. God explamisjo |
Acam: * 'ft 18 nof good that the man (=~
mmmm-!m!mhmar,,- oo

" heig' meet 1or hum " “Meel™ is an
olaEnohsnwordnmng, suit-

7 abid flpcopar Ihowholaﬂavor’
- ot .the word

s 0, - jQin,

—8re—\at t—m—amr read—the

 Book anc hnd ot Nponlruh-‘
MOUT  WOmen" (nna ‘map) — n

Gooow- .
mmmo‘&xﬂ M
m”awmm So
‘ aBys the record of the book of Gen-
s i} 27) Therselare " the image
ot Goa doss not demand one aex

Or the other Each & squally “'in.the.
mage of God To bs male doeint -
- Makgy ong More ‘i the ikeness ol

Godmmlohohmﬂo uch

vousty there) on the man. Hair

- Qrows on most men's faces. whrie

ot most women s # Hoes not. Fat,

"Mammuomnnoodm_
- glightly arffering patierns between
- Male and lemaie. But do any of
these ditferencés make ona “in the

_mtw-noagmebea un-onbeh—

hlvolhesparkofhosnmy

* God created, out meground

;bo(ovol\dunsam the land ani-

* majls and the birds'— each.of which
' WAS obvnously not ‘meet’’” for
Adem. and it was: stilt “not good

. bacause” Adam ‘was still -

i Launumaun. lmdttnd
g hmdoauoauuy ‘in the ynage of
- God.” then what 1 that smage?
must be what both maie and fomale

share () common Two ams; two .
mawmdym a8 head

"alone.” * |

Thoexerusaalsonmdaﬂch-rh-r :
Trugooormtymlymoogmuble. sll time that one made in the §
amwwmmwosm dGodMnomohaMwﬂn
“not made in the image of God. _

lcl! dlﬁotonoes -Modem- m
has heiped us understand hGw

- “earfuly - and wonderfulty made””
- wa are; as David noled in awe in

Pulm13914 Theve is a greal deal ..
ofhnwemem«ymﬂn and vice

Then came Eve!l

God didn’t permit Adam 10 see
" Eve being created. He pit Adem
mtoachapsloep made him uncon-

+ 8CioUs, while He. most
*Joving ‘and Bhoughtul, precessones

Lmhmm wo aavs. & Nose. 3 wrm&)bued\angesmhmmono mdm Bagamnmwma

GOOD NEWS Cembar 18%° -




- emce m«Gw.‘s mea_'ﬂm Eve us':‘:f
- different: Uritortunately, the {rans-

@f the ng Qamas Veusvmf
i used

: 1You concerve, pﬂar bivepnint,. cal~— ‘
cuiate angd-tinally produce the fin-
“ished product ¢t sqrmﬂung Tyou "
_ bund. Things argg built for a. pur-

pose. Reason and forethought afe

:-mmymmgmmnaumademd ~ them. The blessing. and beauty 0f - —
behold, it was very good "' Stil no. sex the way God intenges — hus-
evil in 'Eden. Nothing. bad -yet * band and -wife, ‘naked and wna-"
allowed — and one more good Wnedboundtoeach,oﬁtw&

lmegml and necmry elements of

- wuuiug um%dtﬂg-mHust—hapa—m happened_bdowg_.LL

0§ - halif fifty peccent, o(trmcmanono(
- { “the “image of God!"™

‘Whnen Adamn Wwas rem;ad and A
presented with this crowning

-achmnenld(sodsc:eamn he

1. was.in no way disappoinied: ““Now
© his s jist right, she is fust hke me!”

Adam happily deciared. Who

.knows, maybe he said, “Wow!" Al

say ss mostimportant.

' One Crostion. Earier called on 10

name cther creations of God, Adam |
had an immediale name for what

: Eve obwiously was. Not her given
__name, Eve, bit whal KiND of crea-
- fure she Wwas. Hebtewrsmnwf

than Englah and more plainty ex-

T ered. Nosupenotﬂy_

225y -
- Once the phyzy vrcrea‘mn was
compiete, what © JOyous OCCa-
sion couid there be thar a wed-
ding? The very first socaal ceremony
of newly crealed marnking was lhe

one which unied Kem as one
ﬂesh No nnequamy

) mv*mmrwatrmldm -gdil——wded-10—Nohinl5f-Second-Class ..
cleation. And above ail, N sin.
~God, “hlessed” this wrwon of ish
and Isha, this one creation He
calied Adam. God discreetly with-
drew after the ceremony of wed-
ding (wh.\ch means - 15inihg’

k_r:es(:mx:l___qm fiesh — soured mio a teelng of

uwlgood furned thei workd upside
made @ mockery Of what
Godamenﬂed fotthem . )
Deceit and lying entered 1he

worid. Death followed, Out patents -

had dishanored thesr onty parept.

- God, stoien the one thing not be-

longing to them justed. bebeved

‘Satan's 185, bought human Nats

_wholesae from_the manulacemd

< pery. Woman was the defiberately ~ of ‘evil is entered: y were: it, They hid themseives from
Amgneddmmolcreanmme bothnakedﬁnem~ msmfa WmdSamm(Iwn . ‘
“purposeful tirushing touch; the last .~ and were not ashi (Gen mncednwnmalgoodmwﬂam -

{See Ezeluel 28 15 and John 8 44 )
The curses reaped Caused the :neq-
mwm“uswptm

nedt mnce Lie became a burden
and a strugge The beauty ant

-equaity of the Garden usaca;ssated
Strte, guat, shame and pain OOk
over — Salan's way heid sway

* GOOC NEWS Ocmbe ‘976




© women o the typical typecasts..

ruman prachice (inspired. an

Ml Mcymfymm;
have batees men cant That's‘a

'&Goamcaimmurmm muwrmcwnummw
mummnmmm — thal's % Ofterance’ Neither al-

mwmws«mmg

< gifferant . g “Women cCan.

diflersnce  Men Ceneratly have a - °

eu .gut
Nacm 12 Of haarn and spund
Dewi has decerved the - make for STrengs

governmentai. even physicaily
Concepts ana xjeas prachced 1os mmzmmswsmm
the centunes since Eden whach put ' oF Jogicai Mmmw-
: and proves Dothing '
- - wihich 50 many of them abhor < »

it senot necessary tor woman o
mvmmﬂmdmmoap- bacone Defler (Or as Qood as) men
~ _mmmmmm#ml_!s' ruck orivers. oich ‘osggers .and

———‘lmmnmmenmmiﬁ who shed Inbulé Canges eithec mom Dey'g &
U Qenuing fegentance  huiman Deng Mmade i the :mage of

-God mhat's equaity uwm e
e
~moleworkaifﬂov 129) Deceived  amputed A trey ke 1or wesk-
T A in every B5P0CH felNQUOUS. MO, ’musmwsfbwmr.mholod
Trying 10 prove squaity by playing.

»

Ama&&ammhm‘.
or lemais, WM!M:‘

mmgayo

wmnl(nw ‘How

cmyoummm.cium
Quaites granted by. 8 just God for
lnwmdmngommwm

WIDNG with The worid. § was nol ﬁrmimmmmm'
. God's wierd thal such inequaity  eguaity 1t & nol necessary (nor
shouid ewust. mor does He consider possible) for men 10 bear chuidnen
‘Wmawhuanb » and give suok 10 them 10 Prove

. nuwywmwmmm . n o _
‘supummmm - Mwmyufavgm ,mwmwmﬂww
fererces o be sure Thank God- 0N o! the Main (Hacepls s Haton T!’m“bndtsam-dmmmxl

Moamom«mouf&:mswbo “of mo United ths is ’on.nthd mol The GoOd News. o
"cooansws owun R ¢ N - - 1

1




AHY MAN
FORBID

k
Don Lorten

<

John forbad him, saying.. 1 have

need 1o be baptized of thee, and -
~comest thou to me?'’ (Verse 14.) )
Jesus could have said; **Okay

John, you're right, let me baptize
you msteach After- all, I've never
sinndd. But'you have and you need

to be cleaned up by me person-.

ally.” But Christ didnlsay that. No-

tice what He did say: . Sutter it
to be sO now: for thus it ‘becometh
us to fultil all nghteousness’ (verse
15) Jesus -of Nazareth -actually
called the ordinance of baptism — &
form ‘Mitual f you please — an act of
nghteousness! *

Thera\\ls no Dbiblical- recoid of

Jesys baptizing John. In fact, the g

- personally baptized a singld person.

", subject.

John, thedisciple whom Jesus
loved. hae this to say about jhe

" Bible indicates thal Jesus néver .

““When therefore the Lord:

. knew how the Phagisees had heard

" disciples tHan John (though Jesus

\MA'I'ER ”

by John R. Schroeder

Dld you know that John the
Baptist temporarily forbade "
Jegsus Christ from being bap-
tized? But does any man — be
he mlnlstor, prophet or lay-
man — have the right to deny
a truly repentant sinner the
‘grdinance of water ,baptism?

ES

i ven before His ministry began,
’ , Jesus Christ igurnéyed to the

M Jordan River for the express
purpase of being baptized in water.
Matthew, the former tax collector.

. records this surprising accaunt:
“Then cometh Jesus from Galilee

timsell baptiZed nat..but g dis-
ciples) s . (John 471-2). Appar-
ently Jesus immerSed no one!
However, Peter, John, James, An-
“drew and the wothers did it by His
authority and in His name. Their
baptisms were every bit as valid as
it Jesus had personally periormed
them! :

"~ People sometimes annbute a
great deal of importance 10.the par-
ticular personality performmg the
‘baptismal ceremony, but:-the Bible
atselt attaches littie importarice tQ
the human instrument

“thal Jesus mage and baptized more';

P

=

New, Testament Commands. After

Jesug' resurrection to eternal life,

‘commandments concerning. water

- baptism are among His- h'nal instruc-

tigns 1o His disciples: “Go-ye
therefowe and leach ‘all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and ot the
Holy Spirit: teaching them 1o ob-

~ serve all things whatsoever | have

to Jordan unto.John, fo be baptized

of "him" (Matt. 3:13). His request

was politely turned down! “But .

you alway, even unto the end of the
world [Greek, age]" (Matt. 28:19-

.20). Some would say that Jesus

was exclusively instructing His per-
sonal disciples that He trained as &
humah being. They would deny any
modern application. But the context
- of the scripture |ndlcates otherwise.

““Jesus Christ said He would be with

His Church even to the end 9f the

" ‘commandgd you: and, o, Tamwith

age. And He knew His personal dis-
ciples would die before His second, -
coming (see John 21:18-19 and theg -,

parable of the pounds inLuke 1

Although some scholars quesﬁoﬁ'
the textual validity of all but the first
eight verses of Mark. 16, its instruc~
tions are even more explicit: "And
he said upto them, Go Ve into all
the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature. He that believeth
anld is baptized shall be saved; but
he that believeth. not shall be
damned [or |udged] (Mark 16:15-

¥

- 16). .

Acts 2 38 is one of the most ba-
sic "texts in all of the' Bible. The

‘Worldwide Chu!ch of God has pre- -

vipusly published a series of artcles
thorsughly explaining each phrase
of this vital verse. Read Peter's

- clear-cut instructions 1o a group of _

bewildared,’ ‘consgience-stricken

. -sinhers’ ”Repem and bca bapnzed
.every ong of you .

" Notice that
no ohe 1h?re was lo be - excluued

$rom ejther repentance b1, baptism.-

About 3000 people were obegi,

added unto them about three thou: . .
sand souls'-(verse 41). The Cnurc.h
was beginning to grow vefy rapidty.
it will become apparent as we pro-

_céed through early church tustory -
that every single convert was bap- -

tized in water. Notice Acts-8:12:

“But  when hey believed Philip .

preaching “the things coricerning
the kingdom of God, and the name

" of Jesus Christ, they were baptized,

both .men and women [not chil-

-dren]."" These. werg Gentilgs, ot

Jewish convens :
Wgrd reached the Jerusaiem

* Church that Philip had brought the-.

gospel to Samaria. The Elders then
sent Peter and- John to follow up

.Philip’s pteaching (verse 14). These

two apostles prayed that the Sa- -
maritan converts would receive-the

- gitf ot the Holy Spirit (verse 15).

“Then laid they their Hands on
them, and they received the Holy

Spirit”" (vegse 17). The laying on of .

hands is an important adjunct to the

baptismal cerempny. It is- normally
. done immediately after water bap-

tism.

: Iliam to an End. Baptism is not
an end In itself. It is @ meaps to an

T
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ent 10 the apostie’ “Then they that .
- gladly received his word were bag- .
‘tized: and the same day there were -
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‘énd. Itis, a prior requirement to re-

céiving the Holy-Spint of God —
without which» wé can never attain
oternal lite (see Mom.. 8:9-11).
Paul's conversion 1llustrates -the
point. Recall that he was struck
blind on a trip to Damascus. God
sent a dedicated church member to
heal him. Notice ‘the two ritualistic
forms observed n the account:
“And’Ananias .. entered into the
house; and putting his hands on
him [the laying on of hands) said,
Brpther Saul, the Lourd, even
Jesus .. “hath sent me,
mightes! recbive thy sight, agd be
filled with the Holy: Spirit. And im-
mediately there fell.trom his
eyes ... scales: and he: received
_ sight torthwnh and arose, and was
 baptized” (Acls 9:17- 18). Note the
compamon account in Acls 22:16:
"And now why tarnest thou? Arise,

'~ and be bapuzed, and wash away

[

"thy sins .

Bapnsm symbohcally washes
away the sins ot the repentant sip-
ner, making his body a fit vessel for
the Holy Spirut

Baptism 1mperative. In spile of the—

- . fact that Paul was the apostie to the

. Gentiles, Peter was chosen of God *J

to be the frst apostie to take the
gospel 10 non-Jewish "nations. He
was sent to the house of a Roman
centurion named Cornelius. While
Peter was bnngmg thert a very
§trang sermorn,

_on.all them which heard the word”’

¢

- (Acts '10:44). These Gentiles were
" given the gift of the Holy Spim with-
Qut being baptized first. !

Thus was not unprecedented.

"Therp is no biblical record. that the

eleven apostles who initially re-
ceived the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecos! were ever baptized prior
1o that event aither (see Acts 2). Ot

the Baptist may have baptized
‘some ot ail of them (see John't 32-f
:40)..

Normaily repentance baptgsm i
" and the laying on of hands precede,

* the recgipt of ‘the Holy Splm (see
- Acts 2:38; 8:12-18; 19:1-6). But the

that thou

“the Holy Spirit fell -

. course, it is certainly possible John

" vary first powfing out of that Spirit -
on both the sraglites and the Gen- -

tiles occasioned the only two appa- -

rent exceptions révealed in the New
Testameni documents. -
Still Peter mstsfed on wat&( bap-

'GOOD NEWS October 1976-
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.John the Bagtist et an ex-
Mnple of the Chvistian ceremo-
el fo;m of otal immersion in

there was much water there .

the Palestinian area or trom di-

andorsed. John s rmethod of fotal
immaersion: .

‘ me water ...’

N
¥

n of baptism iy total immer-

" tism! Cormnue ‘Can any man for-

bid. water, that thesd shouid not be

‘baptized, whlch have received the

Holy Spirit a8 well as we? And he
cominanded them to bea baptized in

“Then Jesus cameé trom Ga-
gumm.mmanmmm 1o be . perspn undsr the wister
. Ahd'when In extraordinary casus
he went up kling or pouring with

Jwater: “John also was baptizing  wrote. "Bapligm may. be: |
.In Aenon near lo Sahm, bmuu not only-by IMmmesion, lmt

ggnazs) Whelherhekanrned kling with 'it, Butdtis the
rite from Jewish baptizers in ~ way 1o baptize by immersion,

mct revelation is an open ques- cusiom” (quoted by W
Hon. What is clear & that Jesus  Baptism, vol. 11, pp. 39

2 héfNawTostamon: even torbidden' (Brenner,
5. aftirm, uthe only valid-  olic History, p. 308).

in esynwcwamm nnmmm )

the hame of the. Lord" (Abts 10:47-

" 48). .

Anyone who is physucally able to
be baptized should defmnely be
willing to undergo the ceremony. if
goes without saying that the thiet

" on the cross simply was’not able to

come down from the ¢ross lo be
baptized. God provides for such
rare eXceptions A terminally ilt can-
ey Patient might be a modern ex-

ple. The doctor may advise that

immiersion in water might be criti- .

heaith. in such'a case the minister
might tay his hanas op such a per-
son, and .God, in all hkelihood,

would honor the ininister's request -

by g!\/mg the sick one the gift of His
Hoty Spint. - -

But does this mean that a minis-
ter may indiscriminately waive the
ordinance of baptism tor‘any repen-

o

Cy=—

tant sinner? Decidedly not! The gide froril cover. * ; SR« §
~ ‘ Y . - . 9
. L v
4 - . . . . Ca e
’ . e e : e — ==

-cally -hazardous - 1o *the patient's

/

generally practiced 'unti the
12008 AD. In ' yoor .
-theologian Thomas

hy&ﬂudbﬂdww

caunethaﬂsmffm ¢

Further: “Tmnwn
years yas baptism g
ragularly -an lmm&nion

latter [sprinkling or g
morebver, was dispyied

Ewnmm

New Testament instructions and ex-

amples are clear! No minister, in

contradiction to the rmany plain
scriptures on the subject; may doie

.out any '‘carte blanche' per- .
missions for - able-bodied- persong: .0

notto be baptized. . )
Water baptism i$ imperative — a
vital link in the chain.of events in

. becoming a rea! Christian. Baptism ‘
' symbolically cleanses and purities

the repentant sinnex trom his past
sins. :

‘Private Courisel nnd Publlcnu

tions. Ministers of the Worldwide.
Church of God both teach and
practice the biblical doctrine of

waler baptism. They are available, - -
for counsel mround thie warld (see

box on page 28 tqr the details).
Also available are our free booklets

. All About Water Baptism and What - ,

Is a Real Christian? These two pub-

tications clarity many common mis-
© conceptions concerning- water

bapfism. Please request both book-
lets. by return mail. Addresses are at
the end of the staﬁ box on the in-

L X8 .
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" the ﬂn! World Tomonﬁnw brosdcast m Nm
- ntory of howjt has gmwn and pmpnnd w~m

T byHarold Jacksen T

ver 1800 years ago, Paul haanng me guspd ‘preached,. lmo the heart ot Black Amoa God

N while in Troas, had a vision ™ andhsrhousotﬂdwm baptized. " ° . has pow opened the doors tog

<la in which there stood a man_ . Fulfiling the wmﬁaﬁon given -~ churches and Bible studies to begin

- .of Macedonia calling, “Come over by Jesus Christ in the 28th chapter -* in West Africa, inciuding one of the

'into Macedonia and help us.” Paul - of Mattiiew; God's Church has-con-"  most populous countries - on- the_

and his companionsg, immediately  tinued to ansWwer that cry which has - ‘continent — Nigeria. :

- get sall and after reaching Philippi ~ “reverberated - around the world | . - When in’Africa on business or on

* _preached tb-a group of women, ohe “through “the - Genturies. ~After ‘16 vacation. in group studies, or on

ot whomm Lydia ot Thyati:a On < years pmblm and penetn&lg ;axtended satnri—‘ihe visitor is. chals

. s

mn&ws-wﬂm~ L
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: ﬁmged by d:ﬂsrem iangum and
= -customs, exolic diseases and diffi-
cunies in securing transportation.
. Africa is indesd different from what
““one Is used 10 In the W tein world.
Myths and Misconceptions. For.

U centunes 'Afriv.a nd‘ is peeﬂl
geemied 1
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Hngw ang valued Africa’s gold and
svory, ben the continent itseit re-
ma: ined a puzzie. Where had its na-
1lves coma from? Why were they so
different from other.men? What was
the expianation for thew strange
cusm'rs so unike those of Eu~
rape? -
mﬂanunately the Europeans re-
sofed 16 an easy conciusion, one
- thiat refiected thew. inabi.liy 1o judge
“any cuiture except in terms of theis
own Afncans, they decided, were
savages. infenor beings, and-had
always been s0.
; This smple-m: nded answeér m the
fiddie & Afuca has 1asted right up
to modetn tmes. Recantiy, . how-
ever, Africa has heen rediscovered, .

" by the scholars, Probing into its ob- s

. sture past, they have furned up fas-
cinahng stormangn. Alrica has not
been atter all, a land of uhrellfeved
sav@ry and chaos. On the con-

bromun in singing ‘dunng the Feas!

" of " Tabernacles . last: yccr at Gold“

Coasf Gmna

trary, its peopla Have, had a long.

and lively -history: cultures and civ-* ",

ilizations have been created. SyS-
tems of governmem ang thought -
have evolvad pursuit of the inner
lite of the spint has produced some

of, the finest art known to Man. Afri- -

.cans have contributed much 10
mah's mastery of the world.

The early explorers&made this
discovery, seeing what. other men
afterward forgot. They sawathe.tail

. stone walis mdacatwe of the comton

and weaith of the inhabitants of the -
‘East African vcoas!; the fabuicus
and scholafrly city of - Timbukty,
whose merchants made a greater

: prom frorn books than trom any

other. commodily.~ Dutchmen,
.. sweating through-the rain forests of

Nigenia. cdrmie upon the civic spjpn-r

_dor of the city of Benin. They fe-
ported to their employers that its
glrgets were as wide as’ (hose of,

‘+ Amgterdam, -and its kmg fived in a

palace that octupied’ as much .
space as the town.of Haarlgm "'

This is the rustonical” Alnca that
Europeans began 10 sde tor them-

, selyes in tne Ianer halt loe 15th,

century Tnese visitors found, pros-
perous, self-contained cities linked

‘to each other by busy: well-ordéred -

. corymerce.: Alricans, who spoke ©
more" thar ‘a mousand ditterent
tonguﬁs ‘had aimost as many Sys-
tems of behavior and belisf. Some
of thesé systems produced so- .
cieties' whose standard of living —,
in terms "of food, personal satety
and-freedom — equaied that otgon-

~ temporary societies " in. Euroge. In N
many ‘instances’ they were | even o

more®advanced. Atrican someu
practiced a8 simple but eftective so-~-
cial. welfare in their concern for wid:
ows and orphaned childrén.
Alrica was in many ways
savage than Europe. But i

more
pite ol

: this,- absurd tales:aboyt Africa cir-

tulatéd in Europe. Trey have only
been dispelied by tHe researchiand .
regvaiuation of African history®on-
ducted in the past 20 years. A com-
plex picture Africa has been
-pieced togeth aﬂdﬂhzarpr'eted
With colonialism almost gond, ans
.thropologists, hiStorians and ar-
chaeologists ‘have looked into™
Atrica and its populations far more-
An o ciosely and carefuuy
. than ever before. Ljke
__the wave obexplorars ~
who a century age.rer
: dlscovered the canti-

*intellectual. explorers
hdve rediscovered s
" history and havé res- .
gued & main’. “section
of hutnanity troim. an -

standing.
‘Way. In’ 1960 The.

N e gram_'bezga
Alfrica ‘with ‘a broad-‘

educatu,g,ggé_::mer f
N@erna ‘seve
" ygars @ weekly. pro

gram boomed inlo
g Gentral and West A% -

éﬁd spedific witnesss"

nent's geography\ 3

unhappy - mnsuhﬁer-
- Brosdcast Peves tho .

‘castdrom ibadan; the,

TR, glvmg a concise ;

» m the commg ng- :
sooo Nsws o«m: m& >“'

.oe
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- _continent but also
alded.the beginning of a rich rela-
: E:'oép NEWS  October 1978
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MR. AND MRS. ABNER WASHING-
TON (left) and Mr. Jackson in native
attire. Mr. Washingfon will pastornew
churches in Ghana. ’

.

dom of (Sod. The giant countries of
Libena, Ghana, Nigeria- and the
Camerodns, along with their neigh-

tionship “with people
* who may be descen-
dants of my ancestry.
Mr. Bob Morton (now
director of the Work
‘in New Zealand) and |
‘made the tour that

.. governmental restric-
tions'we were not per-
mmbd to enter
Nngena Those in that
couritry with whom
weé had made ap-

. poimtments were very
" disappointed. Three

were-not discouraged
. when-they discovered
we could not get-entry visas. Know-

4ing. our itinerary, they set out to

meet us in Ghania. After many hard-
ships they completed the trip suc-
cessfully and were baptized.

By 1972 thesour had become an
_annual event to which we all looked

forward. Intdrest in the gospel.was
growing, more peopie developed

horing states, are no strangers to ' hope as they realized that God had

_The Piain Truth and the related liter- -

ature . oﬂered on the broadcast.:
Sirice termination of the program,
literally - thousands of lefters have
been received. asking for its rein-

slatement. We mailed tons of book-

lets to many who eagerly received"
the Word with thanksgiving and
searched the Scriptures daily to see

———whetherthese- thmbswe;&tme—Ap-———Fequesl—was granted:
* peals for help began pouring in, but

the Nigenian GCivil War interrupted,

" prohibiting all entry into the coun- -

try: N ' .
In 1970 Messrs. Frankel and Wat-

" son scheduled stops in West Africa,’
- including Nigeria, but because of

poor communication seivice were
nol able to contact .many. A few

" were.’ baptized; others saved up
“'money and. came to Bricket Wood:

fo personally contact and*couhsel

The year 1971 is a. never-to-be-
forgotten year fo me not only be-
cause ‘it was my first visit o the
zguse it her-

R PR
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‘not forsaken them: But patierice

was needed. A beauliful example
was sel by Mr. Abimbola, a former
magistrate, who monitored the ra-
dio program foc us-in lbaddn

throughout its seven years on the -

ai. He requested baptism-in 1860
but had 16 wait (through no-fauit of
his own) 12 ;years before. hls

year,! but because of.

young men, however,

(one each in Zambia and Ghana),

* and a ministerial trainee in Nigeria.

-

“* Truths to the southeast section, and

During the middie’ of 1974, the -
publishing and mallmg literature
10 Africa ‘had to be drasti@ally cur-
tailed because of budgetaty consid-
erations. The financial- crunch
almost stopped our work, but we’
limped -along for 18 moriths until
monetary - help artived ltom the -
Churchin Ca .

At I6rig la he work of raising up

- churches has begun. Along with -

Mr. and Mrs. Abner Washington, |
will e moving to West Africa. Mr.
Washington, a minister in God's .
Church, will be raising up two
churches in Ghana. For thé last two
yearg; the Washingtons kept the
Fea#f of Tabernacles in Ghana and
have had a wonderful time teaching
the called-out ongs in this area.

“Nigeria, where | will be stationed,.
has: unllml\ﬁd potential. A country
rich in oil reserves, and with a fast-

growing population now estimated .

to have passéd the 80 million mark,
Nigena has the jargest number of
Plain Truth subscribers in West Al-
rica. We formerly sent 36,000 Plain

we feel we can begcna work of lour
churches.
The future looks - bright for the

Work' now that we have the fi- -
_nances., Plans include periodic vis-

its in. Easi and Central Africa
besdes the concentraled effort ex-

It was decided in 1973 1o estab+

- lish an office in Great Bntain to-

sgrve the Blagk African countries.
.. This presented me with the oppor-
" funity for which | had.waited so
tong. Immediately aiter con-

- firmation, | moved to England to

take up new and exciting duties and
+ to serve this tast-growing segment
‘of God's Work. - -

. Church Beginnings. As strange as
it may seem, there. are as yet no

1974 the first and last Feast Sea-
sons have been kept in both Nigeria
and Ghana (Pentecost was ob-
served each ydar in Zambia, Cen-

. trat Africa). We now have deacons
.’ . .

[ROST

-pended-to develop-West-Africa from-—

' compnshod . o

Liberia east to the Cameroons:’

Arother facet of ourwork: cannot
be overiooked +~ that-pf our youth
who desire to attend one of our two
colléges in the U.S. We intend set-
tinq up ‘dates for personal inter-
views which we hope will assist in
preparing the groundwork for col-
~ lege entrance.

And now, wnpraymtourwork

on eniering ‘‘Macedonia’’ will be as. .

fruittul as was that of Paul. The cail -

“——witha-minister o God-——————Churches-in-this vast area, but since —was made, we have heard, and we
: . are now on aur way! We know that

in the midst of whatever - should:
transpire, -the nmpo&nble will be
made poss'ble and the mnsion ac-







t had been aimos! imperceptible

at fust A few abnormal migh

tdes recorded in Miami. Amsser-

dam and Calcutta. Nobody enx-
cept 4 few soentists had gen it
much thought.

That had been aimost 12 months
ago Now thg tides were more than
a matter ol scientific cunosity
Water was reported in the streets of
Tokyo. Marwa and Hamburg The
subway systems of London ang
New York were periodically in-
undaled as bonyg torrents of briny
qud swirded down streets and
sewers. The famed dikes of Holland
were no loager adequate 1o hold oft
the tempestuous poundings of the
North Sea. Watertront residents in
- Buenos Aires. Bombay and Singa-
- pore had been forced to retreat to

higher ground

Greenhouss Effect. Soenusxs saig
it had something to do with the
greenhouse eilect caused by 100
much carbon dioxide in:the earth's
atmosphere. It ail seemed very
batthng 1o the average man on the
streel. )

: i was also very bafting to most
© ot the world's farmers Tempera-
tures had warmed in_most parts of

the globe. River and stream flow - .
had dechned dramatically in the -

Weslern Unsed States. Europe and
the indian subcontinent

~ geoning populations. Now farmers

i reportec that sahne river wa

mlhermg Crops in many area
Sult nobody -panicked:

%WQreyammefg!amf reserves 1o

-for -a tew months.-In most-
- Weslemn democracies,: politician
_continued 1o stress the need ot fuii

. employmend and more government
spending in the Uniteg | States Walr

. never peen grealer

irngation == ~ably-1f
had already been pushed-10 i1s im-

= As as numerous nalions strained:to

~ put tood i the mouths of their bur:

Ang even
though progress had teen made in
the development of nuclear power.
the naton’s economy continued to
dep=nd heawviiy on petroieumn {or its
main source of energy.

A few dead fish were seen
washed ashore with rotted fins. An
occaswnal  toriorn-iooking - water-
fowi was ouserved wandenng am-
tessly. encased in a blanket of siirmny
goo. Tourists on fashionable Med:-
lerranean beaches found that iar

“stuck 10 the soles of their feet. Sail-

ors aiso reponted fioating on slicks
n mid-ocean

Aside from a few known “eco-
nuts” nobody mage any strenuous
objections. There hadn't been an
oil spili remotely approaching the

size of the famous Santa Barbara -

eruption. in the early 1970s — just
the continuing nuisance of isolated
overtiows. ocean dumpings and
weali seepages here and there

Oii was still king And aver since
1r2 disruptive Arab embargo. which”

wdas now. a dm memory in most
people’s minds. . petroleumn nad

continued 10 tiow in everincreasing

quantikes  Oitshore. Hidling. was.
now ¢i-an alli-time hlgh —-especially -

-in e North Sea and arcund the
‘North -American-—connniental shelt;'

SST fights and unauthonzed atmo-
sphenc nuclear tests conducted by
beiligerent mdlitany powers

Yat none ot this was new Similar
conchtions had existed for years.
During the tast few-decades nobody
had pulled the nuciear tngger Mal-
thus’ tneory of fooa and population
had yet 10 be conciusively gemon-
strated And the ecosystem was sfiil
functioning cespite the grave warn-
ings of a iew prophers of goom.
Full-Scale Tomrent. Then 1t hap-
pened #t wasn't anything intially
catastroph:c or earthshaking St it
was bad enough. A major blowout
occurred at the wellhead ot one of
the arctic anling r.gs. it was an-
other Santa Barbara, but this time
much worse

Widite popuiations. including
whales. seais, polar bears. buds-

_and ocean ife. were decimated. But

=the worsl was yet 1o come. Millions .-
- of gailons of biack ol boied out 1o

contaminate the arctic e pack
Thousands ™ of square miles were
saturated with sucky petroleum.

" The consequences were devas-
“taung The e pack had already

" ‘béen weakened by the increasing
=-:amount of carbon dioxide. fluoro-
~=-carbons and other industnal gases

that hag been injected nto the at-

~mosphere. The resulling green-

“house elfect had kicked off  a

.- noticeable memng rend ie lfe polar

egions. .
o far il had only progressed at
m~derale rates - Bu. :’re o Spui =

SS Ot ice_ i the Arclic.
a dramalic Upsurge in the -
AQJODaI _INcuUbatian process This in
-t rapaoty ac;ceterdled !ne casmle-

the ozone layer —alre
d ted: by:=aer

archc ice- ‘caps.- Glaciers were

ddemy lranslolmd into nvefs. =
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the full brunl of thrs‘sudden chmanc
shift. The mcreasmg tides were no
~longer a nuisance, they were now
lethal. Raging ‘waters swept over
east Texas, Bahgladesh, the low-
lands of Western Europe and Indo-
- - china. Million8 were killed or left
_ homeless. Valuable croplands were.
" destroyed. Manhatian lsland was

* were ' cities such 7as Hong Kong.
Seattle and..Sydney. Most of the
stateé of Florida~ was awash. The
Nemeﬁands had ceased to exist.

’ of nanons in perplexity at the
{oanng ‘of the séa and the
waves. men fainting with fear
and with foreboding. of what .
is xoming or: the word . . .~

. (Luke 21:25, 26) o

.. A chain reaction’ of cataslrophe
was set in ‘motion. The increased
weight. of water in the ooeans ex-
efted additional pressure’ on the

- earth’s mantie. New. tectonic. forces
: .- ~shook the earthguake-prone rift

seismically induced tidal waves.
Coastal cities that had survived the
. previous - ,hyd.ra_ullc pummelmg
‘K < quickly collapsed -under the on-
: slaught of these awesome forces.

.= . lightning, voices, peals of
*" - thunder, and a greaf_eanh--
" quake such as had never
been since men were-on the
earth, so. great was that '
éarthquake . . .~ And: every .
: island» fled away. ‘anll no

found” (Rev. 16:18, 20).

by this violent tidal and seismic ac-
" tivity. Skyscrapers toppled like ten-
.pins. The major industrial cities of
Japan sittered the same fate. Vol-

" jowed upward. .
“And behold, there was a

. sun became_black as sack-
cloth the full moon became™

Even worse was the effect the in-
- creased seismic activity had on off- -
shore orl wells {hat 'doned lhe

MnedunGmSOfee!dwala So . - .
". . came blopd, a‘third of the °

. Upon the eanh distress - . '

zones in the Pacific. High tides and
high seas were.reinforced by -

“And there were flashes of

AR OUMains--were--to--be-—--

Both San Francisco and Los An- )
~ gelés were hit sledgehammer blows -

. " canpes spewed out tons of molten
lava. Skies were blackened as ‘voi-
uminous clouds of voléamc ash bit- -

like blood”’ (Rev. 6:12). : .

coastiands of Furope, North Amer-

Santa Barbara-ike spils erupted
with greater fréquency. Oil-laden
r supertankers broke apart, collided.
or ran aground in the tempest. The
seas received the tankers’ untimely
cargoes of death-dealing chem-
“And a third of the sea be-

_kving creatures in the sea
-died, and a third of the ships
_were destroyed ™ (Rev. 8:9).

"’ was more than the already--

‘weakened oceans could take. .

Much of the -oxygen-giving phyto—'.
plankton had already died as a re-

sult of the ; progr%swe insidious
 onslaught that had been under way
for decades. The o:l spills pushed
this deiicate marine biomechanism
past .the - point of no retumn, Vast
patches were decimated. The
oceang were dymg Muikons of ﬁsh

“You can very quickly
. get a planet that is
unworkable.’”
—vm Ward
floated lifelessly on the surface;
" beliy up. depeived of Me-gmng oxy-
‘gen.
“The sacond angel pourod .
- his bow into the sea, and it

. became like the blood of a
‘dead. man, and every lving

sea" (Rev.. 16:3) . .
The bitter water of the eaﬂhs
overworked nver systems likewis® .
was finished. Too salty to support
. life,. they poliuted and poisoned
men, plants and aimals alike. ~’

“‘The third angel blew his
trumpet, and a great slar foil
- from heaven. blazing like a
* torch. and it fell.on a third ol .
N the' rivers and on the foun- -
thins of water. The name of

third of the walers pecame." -
wormwood, -and many en
died of the waler, becauss il
was madebm‘er (Rev. 8: 10-

11) ss :
Survnvmg afio alarmed al

the final decisive struggle

 mortally wounded, its wital signs .-
‘rapidly . failing. The countdown to.

. events. It merely serves$ to illustrate
. whatnswmuntherealmolpossn .

"~ one layer. Scientists have spoken
" - out concerning the possibility of

<=~ thing - digd--that - was-in.the..... .

- be a definite ‘hazard to polar pack
. ice. The poisoning oOf the oceans, if

- , sum/pth activities, one can't help’
’ ““"‘ meemm=onregt—egrthquake; —and ~the——- w»tfw star--is—Wormwoog:—A——-

. “Had .not those days been cut

~ alive” (Matt. 24:22, Moffatt). u]

‘what was happening, prepared 10 -
grappie for the temaining suppiies .
of resources, energy and food. Nu- -
clear weapons were unsheathed for

But at this point the 's_bio-
sphere was in no shape to"with- - .
stand even a limited nuclear war.

And it didn’t take long for the sur-

" vivors to discover this fact. Great, <

gaping -holes' were tom in the al-
ready depleted ozone layer by the
thermonuciear detonations.. Men
and animals began to drop like thes
"from the intensified bombardmem
of uliraviolet radiation. -
-*The fourth ange! poured his
_bowi on the sun. and it was
" aliowed to scorch-men with™ \
fire: men were scosched by
the fierce heat” (Rev. 16:8). _
. Ecological failsafe had come Sand.
.gone. The earth’s -ecosystem lay

the extinction. of all ife was well
underway Nownwasonlyamal
ter of ime. -

Grave Wamings. The toregoing is
by no means meant to.be a cgefini-
tive prognostication of future giobal

bility. : .
A number of the above lacto«s
are already matters of senous eco-
logical .concemn - Numerous warn-
ings ‘were sounded in 1975
regarding the depletion ot the oz-

metting ice caps and msing ocean .
lovels _from..a—man-made . green_w..w.
house effect. Oil spills are known 10

continued & lnnely ‘could be ulti-
mately cal — especially
‘considering that some 90% of all
marifie: organisms live in areas that-
gre most easity polluted by man. -

_ In view ot the facl that there has
been no significant downturn in .
many olmans poliuting and con- -

but-wender-it -the -events-describsd- -/
above might one day become stark
reality. A time when, as Jesus putit:

shdrt, not a soul would be saved’
(To be ‘continued)
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; nbthaveloge(}tmsuanor

mtomizaﬂ\ts lnttsmdamﬂ
nonoveuheoon’tunos ‘the
oamlniyrumqm - un-

tmddocuﬂunolmhquty

No other work of antiquity can tay -

claim, 1o the muttitude. of anudcript”
mdmadandNewTes{
’ N v b is’ '

Ui e 1o N‘Wnﬁl’ i
much of both Testaments.

Most studunts of ancient history
and Werature would be eriraptureld
-and ecstatic 10° discover a small
b Ymchono(me_apmmteshnmylu

1 i
..5 '{
‘ e o
npor 3 Clasticel | -
Sk § : i ES . B : . : ' '
- the in this century, Some . 1he box on page 20 ¥ed “Ramaing . ;
otn;uemmnsmu&m of Other Ancient Writngs.” Oid, A
For exampid, a smal fragment of * Testament scholars are simierty -
' papyrus in the John Ryldnds Li- fortunate. though in & siightly difier-- '
brary” in Manchester. England. is * entway. . S .
one of the mMos! interesting Piaces ~in surveyng the history. of he - ,
of writng avalabie M. presertés  biblical text, mm:un- ;
-parts of John 18:31-33, 37-38 The  Tweses, let's fiyst teie & look of the !
lnlerashslheagoolhs’rwt Gn-kTmnolNChmmn
scholérs gangrally agree jiat __Church. IR - -
ﬁ\_wmbnbﬂoreAD lSOSmoolhe %Tmm&e
Gospaot.)otmns bt 10 have Mmmummg i
bsen: writien in the iaét decade of - - Testamant wes essantally compleie
" the tirgt century, we have agert of it byd)ouA_D 100. Ths canon ot
less than halt .a céntury removed ' the New Testamant hes bsen. an _
from the ac{uai'auiograph editicn! ~ accapiad dogme in Christianity. for- |, . -
mmmmmnsn- masmmm
: - Car s w o, . _
4 «
B = ]
NI ) N &




# 1o hus ecwthon, but was prmrled
by fes age and physical crcum-
s:af\c& - he had been abie !o

moughatewemmgsmem«n
“ i1, it remained subslantiaily the
sdme ‘as that of Erasmus’ last edi
tion. Erasmus himself would bardly
S ‘have appfoved of this veneralion.
e &nscholarsbmnmmmgmze-
" -‘there” were other versions of the

. Greek text, some of them in mych -

Wola Gmmoimmnrmmmoya
© .- T coBectorin Egypt in 1920. 1 is the aldest-known New Testament fragment and

oldernm.lscfmTNngsmm-
. a head in the laje 1800s. At this

mmsnmmrmt

Mbunddodao AD. 125-150. The Imgmantconm.lohn 1&31—33.3768.

scholalswmnand!-m;xo— -

ot were cenam mspumanddns«
" agreements for a time. Some areas
P 'd@mﬁmmm
- wvmngsasmeepsn&so(.johnu
the book of Revelation at first. The

¥ _reason may bé partly due 1o the fact
that these books were the last of the ..

ity to some areas beione these.
booksmepmdmd

»ronwerenmlyoonfnedtom
first Tew centuries AD. ahd con-
.cemed only a few hooks. Such
heresies as that of Marcion, who

D [ N

accepied only a version of Luke COMMIGN™ WarSion” aNg ™ made 5t A

and some of the Pauline letters,

A werequnddym)a:bd For one and

o a half millennia the state of the New

.. i Tmtwmrnsbeensewm
. - For a couple of centuries or SO -
' after its compldtion, the New Testa-

- - mem was fairly widely read in

- Gresk since Gresi-was the com-
m:ngnngedmeunyﬂonm
However. with time- the
knowiedge of Greek bagan o de-
dmemtheWeshmEnmc(m

y - fall of Rome and the com-
) - Grakbacarmrednaadnndyb
- Greace and the surrounding area.

' The result was: thc wm ‘.

_the fourth cenfury. Jerome issued . -
'_-‘anoﬂlcaalvelsnmotmeNewTesta-

" New Testament 10 be written. Mis-

VflheOkiTimamen!!mmmem\gnal
* His Lalin vefsion, k.novmas,me Vufl Quesuon was which m wete

"Hommholsmmm Rmsmhtmplprm

" em Ewope. Raly and North Afiica) . 1ar King James
K * . and be replaced by Latin. With the .

hvwnﬁmmb_~ mmmmm

- duced a new edition of the Grebk -
Auamlanommomenmoum‘ody NmetMadefmdn
used Latin of the time. Atlheendor . -Thei

rather than‘a new one). Then. aﬂer, g
studylng'Hebfew for a numbaof

loaieserorgtemetexlem Tha

y ~1) Ttié‘““a‘yznnum TeXT topw
Saptur&savaﬂmelomym mbd-brlhouﬂddmé' i
cated person - scripts™ of which the Texfus ~

during the Renaissance, Greek~ edwon. However, the text as a
‘stuckes revived Erasmus, a grest - whole was found only in later
scholar of the bme, produced an.  manuscripts and most of its unigue
edition of the Gresi lext and had @ readings could not be Waced back *
printed  Once agan the onginal - bafore about the fifth century al the. -
version of the New Testament was  eariost. Besides, they .were otien
vamm mmamm
.ol the Bible were transiaied trom mm-
Erm;smmnngmpopu- 2) The Alexandrian td, repre-
jarmes Yersion n En T ‘sgnted by the grsal valicanus
Yet Erasmus had made his odi- manuscript which Erasmus had
ionhansm\emyu.&uk wanied 10 Use. & was atiesied i the
_manuscripts This was not by- earkest tmnusuus then -known.
mmmdmm FurthenTiore, & bast. conformed 1o
.manuscnpt of gredl reputation in | the inlemal canons of lextual criti-:

g T

i




Becaus&olmehckdmmapr
. new tiends, one textua scholar re-
thﬂymmeoﬂhe mmm
-tury intediade n New Testame
textual crcism’’ !Jozxndolw
cal Leratre 93, 1975. p 386Y). .
Futwe schoiarshup. may cause

nxmvawitsm‘»e.wwm '
‘WT&MMAV

Tence mak&s between u:.mg one’
"7 Greek text as’ opposed 1o another,
- of a tiamsiation based on one as
on their sme} the entrenched opposed 1o another. Yhe answerus
Ientmﬂmaasnolbbeeas- very ktile - -
dy desioGged: Foraschoaazwmkmgmatech-
©Of course. scholars reoognued " nical pGint of research, a textual
me‘unmnamr narme of many read- - vanan! may be quite ssmihcant. But
ings For s Teason’ an attemptl  for the average Christian whose pri-
vwasmmpmduoea“amml mary concern is the-basic meaning
ediion.” an edition which gave  of the fext, the different vanants
-readngs from dﬂerem manuscripts. * produce litie ssgruhcant change in
~ whete meyvanedttommemmed sense when a gven passage is read
. lext. A convement ecition was pro-  in its immediaté conlext and in the
" guced by Neste in Germany not — '”
iong afler ‘Westcott and Hort.
- Others followed
Since ‘that time a good deal of
‘work has been done. yet the state

ERASMUS  OF ROTTERDAM. His
Greek text became the basis of 1he
King James New Testament Codex
Siniaticus (beiow). fourth-century
Greoek manuscnp! of ihe Bible. found
oy Constantwe Tichendort in &
monasiery near Mt Sinai in .Sﬂ
. ilawnv 27 30-34 is M M

=

' \’! l-nRNh'lu»o
TAMNY fum KAPCK

au\..mntnaw *‘nuun.nuu
TP
TOUAY 50 2o apeuen .

R €y « n.uuuum.

©. " vance the 10ea that the Weslern taxt

ofmehekjhasno!teanyd\anged

much since Weslcott and Hort. A

number - of crilical editions have-
-been produced 10 iy 10 keep. up*

with the latest research. Yenhetw‘

‘most wedely used edutions of

Groeek New ™ Tmﬁ%m_!he \
“and the United Bible Societies texts), -

do nol differ essentally from the

Westconi-Hort text. Ihehstoantury
',hassemanuube'olnewosoov
‘eries, including the' papyfus Imq
ment. ‘of John, mentioned at -the
begmmngolmeamcie )

Most of these finds fave boon
‘basically of the Alexandrian or the
Western texi-typhs. Thus. the pic-
ture painted’ by Waesicott ard Hort
from- fousrth- and ﬂmpamury
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ciably aftected by the work done .
and the malexal drscovered Since.
‘men‘hme A tew scholars cd ad*

. mighl'be the most ongaal. bul this:
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Egncwreamsm Both of thess -
phiicsaphies were founded
about the year.300 B.C. But the

tury B.C{f aimost hall a earbest mayor EpiCurean writer 10
millennyum the poems were come down 16 us (Lucretius) did

] mmacmmwy., Gome. down 1o us, O"Y
Y ! “muﬁmm WOADES t
wwmxyko

gt of e overad ieadbﬁg o the
New Testament ™

_ The &ing james Vexsion !rarmw
worid. was based on Erasmus
ponted text -So wese 3 numiber of
- @@tly transiabons wio Ine vernacy-
‘i3t MOS! modern Tansiahions, or
the other hand. make use of the
Nestie or some ofher version of The
‘Wesicott-Hort text The afterences
‘Detween them are ucsuavy omes of
interpretlabbron o Enghsh -Qwom
ralher -than of Greek iextuai Jeaa«'
a(’ug

The only cmarer- = *lmwwmg

mayorsecmm-g a'em mammng -

wcmmmmadwwy umm

T 53-8 H1} in nedter case would &

peasON’'s basc uwmmg of
me\tly be MM
rrwseweacoep&douepcmﬂ'a&_
Scnpture  Yet both of these pas-
sag%mbemuammmwwy ac- .
cepled 10r a consuderabie penod- i

bme and are hoth quite garly even ..

"hougha frsl-Century Ofigen Cannot

- be proved AsBmoeMeuge« whiles
about the passage w John ~The
Wlmaﬂlﬁnwnmmm
torical  veracity . { Yeniuaf

. Commentary on me Glm Mew
’ Testament. p 22). ‘A samiiar g
mer amweslomhmﬂal ena-

- ang of Mark. - )
bAcst modern uulshwvsausnw
nCant vanant (eadwngs i 1oot-

. mwsywslasmdmﬁam

_teal kst mayor vanants-in a cnbcal

apparaius One mMght ask whethes
MVMBMM"W

n the modam sense. Yot lugmcms quotgd in mh.f

scripts of him @ rom the elev” ».Thooueot,iyabwm
) " of the poor preservation of wril-

The famous wiiter

mmmmnso Yot - uyclsmkuum

n(;@,lsgmm That 15, i3 some-
e delberately -change e lex!
: because of some Wl Py
_udice? Again the answer s no The
-vast mayorty of vanants are the type
onem.ldhmimmywxvmct
iterature They arose thiough
scribal. practice and error of
— theougn sikghtly valant formg ot a ..

" glory which naluraily aroSe be'ore

the age of prinbng (Compare 1he-
Shight anuerw N wOtdNg De-

SOMBONE else may hawe .ained

héem ) .

© For em&pﬂe, e manuschpls at
a paricuiar passage may O sagiee

r,ev whether ibnu&a ‘be. ead

Jos..:s “Crnst,” o “God.” Or
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Meymdsagreemﬂmmd

©  awerb Sometimes a scnbe wil as-

. .simdale two Simvar passages fo-

<. -gether. That is, he wll ‘add ”

) miormglion 1o 3 passage wiie

not onginaily appear there bw& dd

. appear in a paraliei passage. The

. " sense of opne ‘passage iIs thus .

., -+ changed. but the overall Story s m
-1 “nowayaffécted.

As an-

miabom,.

Wﬁedpmbmﬂemx—
e Manhewlmzs The
. B reddng 'a SON” S AMMOSE Lniver-
i mﬂywmmmmmm
. . C . ongmally wiote, B-m-rm some. .
Co- 'rm.r.acnms read, “her. firsthom
. . The same reading is fouwnd in_
. S Luk&??mhsgmmmmas
' the onginal readng.there. Thus, the
mMKMBwsWysﬁmn
- SON 8 NOt in Question. The pownt n
qmm)smMMus,
-rigunal i Matthew. Because of in-

‘ars conciude- that -a scride
somewhere along the kine by design -
or chance acded 'miormamon from
Luke 2 7 1o Mztthew 1:25. Byl this

. Asonesn.-ﬂesmm madmgs
such as the ones just discussed, it
becomes cigar how nsignificant.
_ most of them are. Nmosl nONE
could. be @
change tg
‘bias

the  nitanan | stasenment ‘found ln
_ﬂansﬂaums of 1 John 578 -
This is a very lale reading by any.

cour! (the only Graek ewdence is

oM = twO . vary iale manusCcrprs).
Schblars generally agree that the
- passage shouid read along the fol-_
. lowing unes “(7) For three are the
| wiinesses, (8) the spint, the waler,

agree in one.” Few. d any, ofher
vartants arose tvough desherale
¢hange 1ot theologcal reasors.
0ld Tectameont Yest. Only a bonel

cause of lack of space. interesiad -

" readers ara ashed 10 cONSUT the

aticie “"The Sgnificance of the

Dead Sea Scrokis for the O\d Testa-

medl” (September 1375 GN,
Pp. 26-28).

!mmxmtm rec

God” (Rom.

“ternail and extertal evidence, SChoi- '
. avalable, mmcque@mmm -
mwmseejmwrmbmsemed“

. gfapnical”

- Howewver,

-ognized the resmnshw oﬂ the

mmxelgnswmmwmpm-
serving the Oid Tostament. Pawi
wrele ghat the Jews “'were en-
Jesus thmself
mmmmxmm

mﬁedmmmmutsmmw .
preservation) and Phasisees ocou- -
ped Moses m"mmmm_

musechmswehyﬁw@hn@m

Ctwrch, séveral cther Greek frans- .
- iabons of the Old Testament were .

mwade (Aquia, Theodotion, Sym--
'macmus

Mm:m@n &:smluﬁe prook is hot

religious Jews. Some. of these
and “‘pseudepi-

apomypha!l
DoCks wewe alsQ knmown
10 New Imm witers. On one
occasion at least. one: seems 10 be

. Quoled In the New Testament (Jude
" 14-15). Yet this coes 1ot Show they

were. regarded as . canonical amy
more than did Paul's quo!aﬁon of
Greek p@ets (Acts 17 28 Tnus
1 1!2)

ryp‘ha W0 thesr qu Tesmmom
s was not gone Offi-
Cially urgul,me pressires of the Rel-

 omason The Prolestartis genaraly -

rejecied these Looks bbcause they

f * were Mot found, ' thg Jewishn Scnp-
and the biood- and these twee - .

tures Yet they wvere nol the first to
do 50 eraady 1 e fourth century

© the grea! Catholc docior Jerome

had swmardly rejecied the ApPoC-
fypha as canconical Scnpiure *

summary can._be_Qiden_here_De-— Recestresearch.on the Dead Ses—
oo Scrolis and other textual &40ence

has shown tha! the Oid T

has been praserved n magor

axt-typas. One ‘of these is repre- -

senisd by our presen) Hebrow text,

| Cakad Hhe Masoratic. iext. Anathe: &
f’mhdby H\ow A

mcm-ld“llﬂ.

m;;,mmmmmm .

‘u grmg éﬂt'm vresptm B mn—
vaiiue of the Oid Testament, wili stdl .
padd in the hght of the New. o

jarship has been,able 10 ekici-
- date the road by which the Bide -
ame down 3o us through the cen-
_ms.mmqmm,%ﬁm "

mﬁomlhewboophu\umo»

mmulaw s

nnndamalnlol “biind " tadh d
mMnmmb .
the truth grven thersin. But the evi-
dence hkes primarily in-the apph-
cation of that. Word. The. Bibis isall :
wometmés spesks of ptow\p S
—when-a-pragmatic-isat -wagh-8c————— **n,*
ludnnphwonan mnd(unl £
3103, .

We have the Bibie. Thuimoni-
bility for, using its resources is
mhmmamm
mmm Tny . .
& Yoot ” .\ g

e el .. n

v
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o UEO?IOH “In mimmg
, C.B. of Colony, Kansas
. (May 1976 GN), you ex-
plained the mesiing bshind Ex-
odus 23:18. However, you never
did explain if there were any
other versss that reisted to
whether or not i ls wrong to eat

meat and milk’ together. What are

the biblical distary laws per-

?" )
e -, GeraldG.,".
' Homlulu. Hiwull

taining to esting dairy and meat
pragucts -

- VNSWER' ‘Genesis 198 ’
- reads: '‘then he took

curds, and milk, and the

* calf which he hal prepared, and set

. It- before them; and He stood by
. them under the tree while they ate.”
“ This verse Is part of the account of

. Abragham enterfaining two ,angels
‘ and the One who later became

Jesus Christ. ‘(For more on ‘the

ldemily of the God of the Old Testa- .

T ment, write for fhe free reprint ar-
: ficly “Who — What '~ Was Jesus
* . Before His. Human :Binh?"!) That .

"/ Abraham and Christ ate-calf Mest,
= . milk_and cheese together at the

same meal indicates. there' was no
prohibitio against *such a com-

- bination - gnd such a dietary law I8

‘ -

bow down thyseil to trm'n nof
sarve them" (Ex. 20:4-6). By omit-

.ing the spcond commandment

from the ten, the succeeding com-
mandments become .renurmbered
so that the third becomes the sec-
ond and the fourth becomes the
third, etc. The ninth commandment
g’ then #ivided into two separats
commandments — coveling your
heighbor's wife and coveting your
- neighbor's goods — to fill in the gap

(see Louls LaRavoire Motrow, My .

Gathollc Faith,'p. 194).s .

The Bible, however, gives |ﬁ°
precedent for dividing the one co
mandmentinto two. Jeauaroferrodto
_justone commandment against cav-
eting in Luke 12:15, dnd the apostle
Paul wrdte: i had not known sin, but -
by the. law: for | had not known-/ust,
except the lalv had sald, Thou shalt
notcovet' (Rom. 7:7). " °

1t is not logical to divide the first
two points of the tenth command- .
ment (coweting .one's neighbor's

" house and wile) into two separafs

- gommandments while ignorirg the.
. four other ‘iftems specifically men-
“floned (manfervant,. rmaldservant,
- @6s and ox). And finally, the overall _
prlnclple of not coveting’ anyrhlng of
one'’s nalghbors would seem “to
adequately._cqver all necessary

, A The original question asked if
those who were changed Into im-

mortal spirit- beings instantaneously
at Christ's second coming were.an
exception to the statement in He- -
brews 8:27 (“it is appoipted unto
men once to die, but after this the
judgment’’). .

Let's take time to review the main .

- geriptures relating to this question.
it

First of all, | Thessaionians 4:13-17
reads: *'But | would not have you to
be ignorant, brethren, concerning -

‘them which are asleap [dead], that -

ye sorrow not, even as others which
have no hope [the Chrigtian hope is

- the resurrection]. For if we belleve

that, Jesus died and rose agaih,
gven 8o them also wiijch sleep in
Jesus will God bring ‘with him.
For..
main unio the coming of the 'Lord

all not preven! [come befors)
them which arq asleep.”” Notice the.

.- two states of being — life and, death

< @re clearly contasted in the con-.
text of this scripturé.

Continuing in verse_@ 16 and'17:
"For the Lord himsel! ehall doscend
from heaven .. ..and the dead in,
Christ shall rise ﬁrst Then we which

“are alive and rémain shall bétaught -

up together with, them in the'
clouds." There is no statement in

L1 menk e e ol

ot menticred Olaowhere in - the

" Bible.

s - H "' wlsh lo to your nu-n—
- tion & migteke in Moklct‘m-

Pale Horse: Diseass Epidemics.’
.On pege 50, R saye: ‘For In-

" stance, the seventh command-
mem, Thou :hal! not commit

sdultery. . ..' This’ eommnnd-
llu. R. E.,'
chleopn Massachusetts
Thl&jﬂnﬂaﬂJﬂMﬂm

atidn reqults from’ dmpping he
commandmenb *Thou

andment according to the Roman -
tholic and, Lutharan _enumera- .

ground (Ex. 20:17).

It is apparent that this renumber-

lng is an atternpt to avold the obvi-
‘ous implications. of the second -
- commandment. For mare on this
subject, write for the freg bookht

~ The Ten Commandments.

-Q: “You have a blooper in mu!
your snewers (‘Questidne and.
. Anawers,” May 1978:GN). The
* third snswer — that those ralsed

" up Into.the clouds sre the excep-
__umm\;mumnnmmm

- may. eanumlomnﬂw
gb%m.mbu rujes. To. m

Ceally. | seys:
.- ‘Thou fool, nm uhlch lhnu

l;wm Iy not ¢

oned, sxcept

mb

this entire passage about those.
whio live and remain: until Christ's

" gecond coming dying — even for & -

split second. In fact, those who are
alive at the time of Chrigt's. ‘Becond. -
- coming are clearly contrasted with
the "dead in Chﬂst" in,two sepa-

- rateverses. -

The campanlon scripmre to”
] Thessalonians 4 is found in
I Corinthians 15:50-52: **‘Now- this I -
sny. brithren. tha!

ﬂﬁiﬂ'le doth ccrrupliow mhem ine
corruptian. Behold, | shew you a
* mystery; We shall nat all slesp [die],
but we shali all be' .changed, in.a
‘moment; in the twinkling of an eye,
.at_the last trump: for the trumpet
" ghall sound, and the dead.shall be -
_.raieed incorruptible, and we [who

. wa whi¢h are. alive and ro- o

m live - and remlln i~ compam

© 2ili shalt ot make untoithee. gny.. .0 .
| reven dmaga . Tho shak ot




changw This scriﬁ!urg aisa i‘-oﬂ
trasts life and death. if specitcally
siates that we shall npt ail dle! No
death isimentioned for those sants
alive it the time of Christ’s second
coming, only a “‘changé”’,

How, then, do we undersighd He-
brews 9:27 in this light? This verse

. fust be read in is contex! = oneo! ;

the mos!.important rules of Bidle
study (For -more information on
. wijte for the trae booklet How

[CMlst] should: ofter himsett often, -
as the high pries!. enteveth into the
‘holy plage every year with biooed of
others; for then must he often have
. suttered sirice the foundation of the

"* world: but now once in the end of -

" the word hath he appaarad to put
away sin by the sacrifice, ‘of himsall.
And as it is appolnred unto man
onca lo dis, but after this the judg-
ment: So Christ was once otffered o
. bear the sins of many; and unto

- them that look for hirh shali he ap- -
péar ife seccnd_tima withoul sin

unto salvation.’

“+ Verse 27 is incidental 1o anather
subject in-the context of these ver-.
883, the subject being Christ's sac- .

n!u:e havmg 1o oceur only once in .
~the-desired resu
for mankind. Human beings having

. $0.-die once is used in'support of.

individual Isralite — will be saved.
Notice one’ other pgint, con-

- carming | Corinthians 1522 “For

as in Adam all die, even 3o in Chriat

shall ali be made alive.” Paul is ex-

plammg here, andyn Hebrews 9:27.

that all men are morta! — subject to

death. it 1s a Mﬂiﬂd slatement .

in bolh cases — not a ''no excep-
tions,” 100-percent ruie. Nat every

) Stu ly the Bible.) Beginning with ~ singie human. being will be rmde
56 25, we resd: "Nor yet that he

"alive in Chrigl,” bescause, as pre-

vicusly expiained, some will be cast

into the lake of fire. Again, “all”
simply means the vast majority,

This question is in one .sense

largely a matter of semantics. One
* could speculate that a sont of split-
“second “death” of. the physical
body occurs to those yet glive at
Christ's coming. But that is-not
- geath’ in the conventicnal senge.
There is .ng body: no funeral, no
burigl, no mourning,- no cessation

Paul’s point: it !s appoigted unto ' &n organism often composed of

men once {o die”’ is analogous to

" that major point. Note that it does

. net say'that it is. appointed unto &/l
men 10 dig. The adjeclive. “all” LE
natincluded in the text. .

Of course, Hebrews 9:27.is a bib-

-+~ lica) truism. Up to this point, ail men
. _have had to die (excepling those

now alive), including Jesus Christ.
tians alive at that time.

“all” in the sense of every single

©_individual. Romans 11:28, for ex-
ample, says "“All lsrael shall bs  posed, of those .individuals who:

. saved.” From ofhier scriplures (i.e.

: Incidertally; the exprmion “all“‘ :
~in the Bible does not always mean .

. ous mlent in this verse is mat the ganiza inté groups of mpb (the
grut majority of israel — not every Greek woid ekklesia, vansiated

)

R n . 1 o

“church” in the New Testament,

means “a group of people”) dedi- - ..
. cated 1o a common set of purposes.
Organization, in this sense, is what

the church has, hot what it is, The
Chureh of ( today has an orga- -
nized minislry, deacone,” deaco- .
nesses and various other leadersor -+~ NN
'governmenis’ (see | Cor. 12:28). '

. In | Corinthians 12 'the apostie .,

Paul likens the Church 10 a8 human

" body which has many members of_

parts, But this is only an . ‘.
* The structure of the Church, in the | -
physica! sensé, is merely @ 100! for p N
-doing a.job. God has used various . L
slructures in different eges. Today =
the Church may have a carporate °

structure for the purpose ot dealjng

with the world on its own business

terms: But that corporalion is ot =~ . .
:Chrigl's body — it is something that )

T

. Jdhe body of believers uses to get

the job done. (Further information -

of life. Death, by definition, is the  on the Church may be obtained by
-ending of life. In no case does this ~ writing for our free bookiet. Where Is L
. Gefinition fit in with those who are  God's True Church Today?y ~ . - °
changed trgm flesh to spirit at the Q2 “in your bookiet ‘The Saven .
lime of Christ's second coming. -~ Laws of Success;’ you wrots that
Q' “You Have stated: ‘The true  are fifty-five places in the
cmlrch !C [today] smdl nnd its where ‘diligence’ is men- .
b-r. noomunluuanhlhuhody you plessesand me a Hél )
' -of Christ. Rather, the church is ~_ of references showing where |
" should ok to find this word?” [
scatiered | (el Cor. ~ . KtureC, ~
12)." The Bible co diss Los Angeies, Caiifornia
mmm‘m: Yourell o1'n Biie vl o N
] _ ] ' help ¢ a
.of Cheistt” condor’v:!an:a. There should be sev-
‘ crdgb.,, + eral available at your iogal libfary:
Prﬂdovmm

A:‘WQ myst not .copfuse tha :

Church o1 God, the body of Christ,

the most popular are Cruden’s
Complete , Strong's
- Exhaustive Gancordancc. and -

" BUT Ihe 86cond Coming of CRsI W“ﬂﬁfé’”*mon iRt which'
affords an exceplion for dt_ Chris-

<members of that body organize in
order to achieve the

goa! of preach-.

ing the gospel in an-orgerly faghion.
 it-is. quite correct to sdy that the:

Church s the body of. Chrl:t This
body is & spiritual organism-com-.

have been given the Holy Spirit by

“Matt. 25741-46; Luke -13:28; elc. ). » and fron God,_But thess individuals =
‘ may ﬂ_diﬂmnt times in Mw-,

. Young's An ACe.
lnMMsyoucmmuﬁa
- word:such as 0, and. find:

mmmnﬂlﬂup@uitoccwt
in* Scriplure. Sorme concordances
880 give the Greek or Hebrew word”
- from which the English word is. de-
" rived. For morg information on:how * -
lwusiuomeordum‘wmbrmo
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"WHAT
KIND OF
~ CHRISTIAN

ARE YOU?

by Brf’an Knowlea

Ono of the gmmst usponslw
bilities a-Christian has-iri Yhis.
lite Is to set a right example. .

Unfortunately, many fall shorti:

This provocative article chal-

- lenges you to become a true
: ugm lo the world! .

N

od is often judged by the -

company He keeps — or-

unfortunate -women burned as

_witches; and there was every kind.

< Shsrueny practiced upon all sorts of
‘paople in the name of religion.

“You find as you look around the

world that ever} -single bit of

progress in humane feeling, every.
" improvement in the criminal law,

every step toward the diminution of
war, every step toward betler treat-
ment of colored races, or évery mi-
tigation of slavery, every moral
progress that there has been in the

posed by the organized churches
of the world. | say quite deliberately

“that the Christian religion, as orga- -

nized in its churches, has been and
still 1s the principal enemy of moral
rprogress in thé world” (Why | Am
Nota Chrishan, pp. 20-21).
What a painful, yet all 100 accu-
rate, -indictment of “qrganized

. Christianity’'! Granted, Sir Bertrand

fenéralized, but he wasn't far off
‘the mark. Much' cruelty has been

perpetrated in tHe name ‘of Chnst :

Who- can deny that the Inqunsnt:on
was a "‘religious” affair? Who can

lightly dismiss the burning *of ‘both .

books and people .in the super-

- §titious Dark and Middie Ages? in:

tolerance)” racial.

bigotry,

world, .has been consistently ep-

, authenticity of their conversion!
Jesus said to His foliowers: “‘You

are the light of the world. A city set

* on a hilt cannot be hid. Nor do men

light a lamp” ard put it under a’
--bushel, but on a stand, and it gives

light to all in the houss. Let your
light so shine before men. that they
may see your good works and. give

glory to your Father who is in .

-heaven" (Matt. 5:14-16).

The works of Christians — and

Christian orgapizations. = should
cause- people to=glorify-God — not
to condétn Christianity! Yét so
often the. opposnte has-.been the

“case. The:world ‘of, organized reii-

_gion has often been one of contlict,

power politics, Big Money, doctrinal

. dogmatisrn and  intolerance. - Mil-
. lions have been’ tortured. blud-
geoned and murdered in the name

ot religion. Wheraverihmmg;ges,
“of this world's Christianity ve

‘gone, they have left a trail of biood

~and tears. Those who have mur- .

dered in the name of Christ have
‘mistakenly believed that they were
"doing God service (John 16 3. -
What About You? But all of the
above is*'big stuft.” What about the

example of the individual, “unoffi- -
_cial,"" lay Christian? What about the

should [ say, by those who
¢laim to keep company with Him!
Too -many have been""turned oft”

/religion because of the unfortungte:
example set by some who have

-claired the labal "Ghristian.”  *
‘Bertrand Russell, the noted mati-
ématician and philosopher, was

- such an individual. Of the "'Chris-

lian religion,” he generalized: it
saems to me that the people who

have heid to it have: bien for the -

"m

most_part_ extremeil ‘wicked. You

find this curious fact, that the more -

intense has been the religion;of afly’ -
" period and the more profound has
. "been' the dogmatic-belief, the
greatehas been the crueity and
the worse has been the state of af-.

* %" fairs. In the so-called ages of faith,’

. when men really did believe the,
Christian religion in all its complete-

. ness, there was the Inquisition, with
its tortures; !here were millions of -

3‘; ‘. . P

persecuhon ahd even Rideous perf -~ average church memﬁer? What .

sonal tpriure have oﬂen been the,
earmarks of .allegedly “Christian”

-movernents. ‘And many who have .

" hield high office in the churches of
the world have been, in. retrcspect
evil men.

‘One ex-minister, Paul Bianchard
wrote: "Barrels’ of sermons’ were
Jpreached on the perfection of the
" &haracter - and teachmgs of- Jesus
y men who never would dream of
uowum in his way fof @ single

.about your exampie?
Does .your way of lite cause

see your example as a reflection ol

Christ's philosophy d@nd will? Can

others sea God in your life?
Churchies-are anly as good as the

individual members ‘of which they'
&‘ are composed The ‘‘church’”
(

Graek, ekklesia) in any given city is
merely a group or community ot be-
" lievers who have been called out of

people to glority God? Do peopie'

day’’ (Some of My Best_Friends Are
- Chiistians, p. 15).

The Greatest Ensmy. Perhaps
simple hypocrisy is the greatest -
.enemy of Christianity! All too.many
‘'who &laim to be Christians do not
practice even the simplest moral

teachings of Christ. The way of life.
practiced by many_ who associaty -

themsetves with professing Cliris--

tian organizatione belies the '

this werld's sins to be a. “light”
that community. Ehristians musi

- xist as a part of society in general, '

- yet they must separate themselves
from society's sfandards Jesus prayed
'l do not pray

of and for tha church: * ‘
\r:t thoy shouldst take them out

he world, but that thou shouldst
© keep them from the evil one [Satan,

‘the god.of this world — Il Cor.
Asthou didst send me info

: aooemsws October 1978 ’
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the world, 50 / have sent them into’
r?e worid’’ (John 17:15,'18).
Christians must coexist with so0-
ciety! They“are very much in the-
“ world in the physical spnse. But we
have "dual citizenshgp: we also
. represent the tamily of God'and His
' SO0N-CoMing ngdom (Phil. 3:20).
We are calied “‘ambassadors for)
Cnnst "(l Cor.. 5:20). We are
““members of the household of
God (Eph. 2:19). As such, Chris-
" tians must be conscious at alktimes

= of the responsibility 1o rightly repre-

« sent God and His way of life. In.a
world of spiritual darkness, true

_ Christians are the only real “light''!
Yhe apostle Peter expiained,
" -quite dramatically, the Christian re-
_sponsibility in sociely; *'But you are
a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a

M holy naticn, God's own pecple, that -

you'. may declare the wonderfu!
- deeds of i who called you-out of-
darkness nto his marvelous light”

.+ {1 Peter2:9).

A ‘‘chosen race 1A ‘royal pnest-
- hgod”! God's 0wnpoople'

. Can grasp the imponlt of
those wprds?.Can you discern the
‘burden §f responsibility that Peter's

- staternant places on each individual
_ Christian? On you persorilly?

.Father who Is In luam"

“Lcl your Ilght 0 shlm
before men, that they
may see your good works
and give glory to your

(Mstthew 5:16),

“Malntain good conduct
‘ahm:a?g the G“Q‘n:lm, .
s0 that in case they s
against'you as mongﬁ:u,x
. -they may see your
- good deeds and glorify

.%God on the day of
visitation” (I Pet. 2:12).

“For we are his
‘ workmam‘hlp, created in
Christ Jesus for

— ORSTANIVING

© “interdegendent ‘- o

do
o Fé»m (Gal. 6:10).

* * yice 10 those outside)o! the Church,” *
m-mbgm .

tudes. Once adoptcé many of -
these aftudes will be retlected in .
good works — works of meicy,
peace and humility, for examme
(Man §:3,5.7.9). ~ .
The good works of a Chnshan, T
can include simple, mundane works : ‘
of physica! service such as feeding .

\ the hungry. clothing thoss who lack
‘clothing, giving drink to the thirsty

(Mait. 25:35, 36). Everyons has
physical heeds. The human race is.
very exig- . -
terice depends upon mulual coop-
. @ration. We were all created in the
vary\mage of God for a.great pur-
pose which He is working out hete - o
below." We are all our-“brother's
keepers,”’ We share a8 common en- -]
vironment — this good, green Earth. -
When we 'do good to others we au-
fomaticaily\ benelit ourseives. “So
then. as we have opporturuty, letus
{o all men, aﬁdwaeclauy R
to th whoaredmehouﬂeboid LT
Bath collectivaly and mdmduaﬂy. e
the Church of @od should take ad-
vantage of those opporunities
which arise to be of physical ser-.

and 1o those who ate
Such sefvice includes' M}h

Christianity is not a game for refi-
_gious/ hobbyists! it is serious busi-

T, ness Real Christianity is not a -
© 7 weskend religion.” ’

A WiyﬂLﬂc Ganume Christianity
.is a way of life._it'is-a pattern of°
conduct. it is an attifude towud lde
and it involves actions. -

" Priscilla and Aquila, leading !ay

. .members in the early Church, ex-
! Pplained ‘‘the way of God more-ac-
curately'’ to the greal speakey
“Apolios (Acts 18:26).

good works, which God—
.prepared beforehand, .
- that we should walk
~ in them” (Eph. 2:10).

- 1:27). Each day we receive,

. side the walls of such inslitulions! - e

“sick, heiping widows who, are in
- §omé way aftlicied, and ta&ung care

of the nesds of those oo
phaned through some unfoQumta -
.circumslance (Maft" 25:36; L
ﬂ.m», o
*trom inmates of prisons who wish lo
.correspong or be visited by minig-
ters. Some are sven converied fri- -

Ministers of the Worldwide Church

ol God do v:sn wuh and counssi S

" Speaking of fis perseculion of
. the Church - prior. to, conversion,
.Paul said: I persecutad this Way to-
« thedeath . . ." (Acls 22:4). -
" In His teachmgs Jasus ex-
pounded that way of life in great
. delail. He spoke- of “good works"

as being. the key elément in being a -

- light to the world (Matt. 5:14-16). in
the so-called "'Serman on the
-Mount,” Jesus taught Christign atfi-

" GOOD MEWB Ocber 197
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mcmnlng nthe
knowledge
-(Col. 1:10). -

of God”

. When one is in such 8 situntmy '
almost nothing is more impoftant

- than knowing that someone "on the.
-outside” cares! '

~ One of the greates! services that

_ can be performed for those who are

suffering in some manner is prayer. - )
it may sound trile 10 say 80, but we

. $hbuid not underestimate the power\ )
‘of failhful, believing praysr! As >
m !\c m of Ghﬁst, said:
: o0y
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- . Y “Let brotherly love sontinue, Do mct:on. and tc keep ormeit un‘ , )
- _ . .not neglect 1o show hospitality 10+ - stained trom the woﬁd (Jamas ]
“"  strangers, for thereby some hm ‘izn R .
§ ©ontertained angels unawares'’ - . e L s
~ {Heb. 13:1-2). SRR T N
i ‘Andaﬂycurbroﬂwbwomespomt T e I BRI
and cannot maintain himsell with -~ -. - 0 o0 00 T
R " you,"you shall maintain him; asa - .t S0
. , stranger and @ . .. .. .o o)
R W sojourner he shall . L
- live with you'" - '
B - e (Lev.25:35). ‘“-:-‘Deqelmgiecuodogooﬁandtq
« ' “Bejoved tisa ioyai'thing you do ' " share what you have, for stich sac-
- when you renger any sefvice to the - _nhees are pisasing to God" (Heb.
| . brethren, especially o strangers, * . 13:16). -
i _ ~ who have testitied tosyour love.be- ~ “‘Ong man gwgs freely. ‘yet. grows -
_ ‘ = forathe church” (i John5-6). all. ncher another * withholds -
- N “Conlribute to the needs of the ; id give, and only sut-
’ FO’ lwas hummﬂdvougmme saints, practice hosr*amy" (Rom. , . fers want. A libdral man will be ‘en-
B -§- food. iwgsth-rs!vandyouomm -12:13), . riched, and one who waters .will
. T dnnk. . " (Mait. 25:35) “He said ‘also 1o the malh who had ‘himselt be watered” (Prov. 11:24-~ |
Tl Happy 'if’}ﬂ whogm!ogd ‘0 invited him, 'When you give a'din- ,,25) :
- ] the hungry (Ps. 146:5-7). “ ner,or g bariquet; do not invite your - "Hmeranmmngyouapocrman. e
o ., “’He who has a bountdul eye Wﬂ‘bﬁ friends ‘or your trothers of your  one of your brethren, in any of your” -
nE N blessed, fos Jie shates his. bregd  kinamen or goh neighbors, lest they - towns within your land which-the
- = ,ylmthcpoer (Prov, 22.8). - " also invite you in return, and yoube-  Lord your God gives you, you shall - - -
s . "Fok.dne fool speaks lolly, and his  “repaig. But when you give a feast, « - not harden your kipart or shufyour -+
- - mind plo's iniquity: 10 practice Un- _ invite the poor, “the maimed, the "l'mnd againstyou r brotiser, but | .
L * godiiness, 10 utter error cONCAINING |ame, the blind," and- you. will be ' youir band to- him,
- " -the Lord, 10 leave the craving ol the  piessind, because they canriot - ﬂ htm suﬂicun! {er his need, "
5 " | hungry unsatislied, and 10 G8PTe  repay you. You will be repaid at the  whatever it may.be (Deut. 15:7-8).
I ~y| 7 the thirsty of drink (isa, 32:6). .rgsurrection of thu Just’ ™ (Lukg “Give, and it wil /be given 10" you; -
b W @ man is nghleous-and does ' 14:12.14). - L - good. measurg;” pressed down,
. ] whatis lawtul and Rght — ifhe does  practice | i ngrudﬁingly' shaken togelér, running over, will- '
v} not...oppress any one, bul re- —’toommomar"(lm 49) hﬂpuiinp‘ lap For the mea- °
;’ o . swores 1o the deblor his pledge, s slre you' give wi pethernsnsura -
T gommils no robbery, gives his . T g oo ' . yougetback” (Luke5:38).° =
' NG bread o the hungry and covers the . Q‘ : *S, e "‘But it ariy one has the world's
1 - naked with @ garmen!...he is . LT \. goods'and sees his brother in need,
' | - Tighteous, he shall surely live, says ' * yet.closes his heert against him, .
"~ the Lotd God™ (Ezek. 18:5-8). - ‘how does God's love abide in him? - -

- U'And the multitudes asked him,

'ﬂ"lmddcmdynumwdml'}
“What ‘then shall we do?_And he -

" was in prison mmmb mc"
" (Matt. 25:36)

Liﬁechﬂdren’leiusno!!ovein

~ angwered them, ‘He who has two

"~ costs, et him shafe with-him who
has riony; and he who has food, b
' ';mdum“(l,,ukeai 1), -
RO ;r”pﬂson.astmughmpﬁamwah.:
: “Rengionmapwemmmgu;
- tmlmwmwﬁw
[ jreemedme . 7 (Malt. 26:36).- -

"m"(;mawem; :
“T ‘ pomi.ia Athus he, who

he Lord hears the needy  and B

"FQI’

“Remember those who avg in@ and he: ‘who . npws bountifully wul S
also -feap bountifully. Each one
must.do #8:he has mede up his
:mind, not reluctantly or undercom- % |
puision, “fot. God' loves a_cheerful . .-~
w Amscednam :opmvﬂa,,-':. :

.27 (Heb. 13:3). .

before God and the Father is this: to
ﬂwmmh Md»'
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CHRISTIAN LIVING

yau vylth mry blagaIng In nbun—
~ dance,- 80 that you -may -always
have enough of everything and may; °
. Provide - in- abundance “for every A
good work. Adiitls vmtlcm, "Hp scat-
ters abroacy, -ha givey; 10" the poor;
hig, rlghteauanﬂs »enduraa for
‘over” (It Gor. 9:5:9) -
"Havmg igifts that: diff@r accordmg -~ Y
10 the grace given to- us, let'us use
thern: if_prophecy, in" pmponlon 10
- our Iaith it “service, in- our -serving; *
. he-who teaches, In his teaching: he )
" who exhorts,'in his exhortation; he .
who “comtribltes, in fjiberality, he '
. who gwea ald; with- Zeal;- ‘he whe
. doesacts” of .mercy, with clwir-

"l wes ngked andyoudmmdm“‘
(MBK !536) e

'I,,not mls !he tasl lhnl I
choose. .. .. when you see the . .|
naked, lo ‘cover- him, .and nbt 4o * -
* hide yourself from’ your own fiesh?", .
"5 586-T) - .

"Bul if this

n&goﬁamwﬂé
sees all thg sins which_his father

“The prayer ofa rlghteous,man has.

great power In its’ eﬂecls" (Jemes.

5:16): .

Those who are aﬂllcled can take '
heart from the fact that ‘someone

glse ‘is fuking the time to petition -

‘God on thelr behalt. Faith' is con- -

tagious!

The “Glve Way.” True Christianity
Is bused upon, the give principle — .
as opposed, 1o the get principle. A
truly converted person Is not prix
«marlly selt-sepking: He Is not am-
bitious. tor. himseit so mubh’ as for -

. others. He seeks others' wen (:] beA .

fore his gwn.” .
For many. that's & bItIer il

- swallow: Most of. us are, by nus,
" self-centered. We terid 1o thiik that -

*the whgle world rmutes around ‘Bur
Iulnees (ﬁom 126—8) . A

nesds, Dw interex!s and- our sen--
sbal desirgs. We. fend 1o traternize
malnly w‘p

buddiea and pﬁrbandl thands,

© But Jesus said “But ‘when “you |
In c.qntaxt

,gwe d luas!, invte the poot, {he
‘maimsd the lame, the almd and

1 you will be biessed; because: they
 cannol Tepay you. You will'be re-,

‘;hasdom and fears, and does not
< do-likewrse . . bul gives his breed
‘,tottnhwmrymdmnmm _
. wumgwm' (m )3 14«10)

“The Spmt ot the Lgrd  upon
bacaum he" hm m nted

;ggod !tdmgl m mmmd “ =

. that bringeth good tidings of good;

“iHfat; publigheth ssivation, thaf
«nto Z@n Thry God IW” (ﬂn

Jasm. Cnns! m Ndla!eih

N _are!aw”(MatI 7:13- 14):
f‘fﬁsi‘q‘liﬁci mé asy vny Wg

Ching He said? R v

. Listen! To pzactma :eal Chnsti;n—
iy 15 10 go agemsr nature! 'S hard!

“It's tough! it involves OVelwmmg
- True Lhubuam!y 1 nol g way of
" glilsm, W'y not always wm(onable

Ik1s often awkward and ditficult, s
‘sometimes ambarrassmg ‘But
!ha

Aer by, em narww gme Tor the gmq":
. is wide and the way N
* feads to destiuction, and those’ who "

15 gasy; that
‘enler by it atp many, For itie gate.is
narrow ‘ang- the way 'is hard,” the!
teads 1o Wife, dnd’ those who snd it

‘Most people take the path of least

 spot amd-pertorm that which is difti- ',

" elsé's blood, or vornit, or whatever. ,

. yod my taith* (James. 2;17-18).
those who maka us feal

“. mo;! ol urtagl;a ~ our “cronids,”  and you yill find out what kind of

) thg word” (1:22) bind lc@king into’
i

~physical needs of a brother or sifter”
. whe'is. in need:,
~. sister-ig ill-ciad and in lack of dally -

food, and one of you says 10 them, .

: !ﬂlgd

" -does 1t profit?” i g
~And it is, in- !ms crmtex! that James - -

. forthe pu;posc of drawing alention”
O one's sef. They shouid not be

donl Ilka to- put ourse)ves on the ,

cult or embarrassing. We don't Iike
1o get our Rands dirly with someone -

Right? - o R
But )t true Christians would stop :
“posturing” and start performing *
acts amd deeds of love and service
once In a while, people would have
a better impression of Christianity!.
Christians need 1o slop trafficking  ,*

in “word poliution”’ and’start doing* . .
things. The Chnstmn faith is dem- ~ . K
onstrated more ty, works than, by L \ , \

words -and claime, Jamies wrote:
"So faith by itsell, if It Ras'no works,
Is deadl. But some one will say, You - %
have taith and ! have works.” Show .
'me your fagith” apart from your -
works, and I'by my-works will show = - . " Teff"

. Study-the enfire book of: James BEEEE |

works he w%oalamng to. Be surg
‘to rgad the 4 m=qumed passages

James. wrote of bemg doort ot

"perfect taw of liberty™ (1:25). .*-

pawd althe resurrection:of the jost”  He ‘spokg of bridling the - ‘tongue * "
. (Luke 14:13 14). . (‘I :26), visiting orphans and widows . @ -+ .
- 'Ot course, we can aIways ‘spil- - (1:27), being impantial and-avolding: @ ‘
-tuahw mat away md claim. that. fgvcumbm (2 1-4), nol doshonorma . . .
literally . ‘ L heesid: "You bﬁaﬂ love your nmgh— ,
' What uid He' ma'hn Ihgn? .2 bor as yourself (2 83, . S ‘ " .
Perhaps Jesus didn't’ mean anyw - James spoke -of canng ‘for’ lhw St i .

“If & blother or

‘Go in peace, be warmed and
without -giving. them the .
?hlugs ‘nesded Ior the y, what .
(Jamgs 115-18.)

ys—Sota
wcrksasdegd" : R
"Kind lheugms and plaasant Lo .
words ‘arg not /ﬁnoughl A smrving
.man can't eat pjatitudes! .
Right Motlvation. The good wofks
of a Chrtsﬂan should not be dom

lhthmng

[

“done ss'a means Of advinging
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' ‘J,(P one's séggln some Ioca! congreg&-
. tional "‘pecking order" or structure.’
: -James.also said this: 'Who is wise
W and understanding among you? By
‘ " his good life let. him show his works
I the meeknass of wisdom. But it

. you have.bittefealegsy and selfish *

« ambition in your hearts, do not

boast and be false tq the truth. .. .

. ,Fot where Jealdusy and selfish am- |
.bition exist, there will be disorder '

o ~and every vilg prygtice” (James |

: : 3:13,.14, 16). : !
coa “Good works” that are based
upon personal” ambitior and a de-
_~ 8ire to enhance.one’s own reputa-

- tion within acommunny are nothing

more than a’ honow insincere

gham! ~ . - /
Jesus Himselt warned “leware
of practicing your piety before men

. In order to be 'seen by them; for

then you will have no réward from

your Father who is it heaven 1

(Matt. 6:1).

God seeks those who are wulllng

10 serve in obscurity. Those who

exalt themselves will be abased.

' “Those who skek {he praise of men:
= may well receive it'—~ and that's all
théy willereceive!

- Adopling Godly Attitudes. Seing. .
light.to the woyd involves adopt-
. Ing .godiy attitudes and. forsakirig

< v worldly ongs. John showed clearly -

T " this world's standards -when it
- cornes 1o spiritual and moral values;

“Do not love'the world of thd things’
S - In the world. If any one’ loves the
s _world, love for; the Father is ot in

B .. 7" him. Far .l that is in thg world, the
g .- lust of the flesh and Hegsst of the .-

». . eyes anf the pride of e, is riot of
« - v the Father.but is of the world. And

’ . the worid passes away..and the lust-.

of it; but he who d the will of
- God'abides tor eves” (| John 2:15-

J N

.* - create

" Th

'~ based upon Jrue val

John 3:16.-He is talking about the -

danger of loving the world's.ways
* and adopting the worldfs_ 1al:§val-

ues and standards.)

" Christians cannot practice "se-..

lective ?ﬁﬁnqe We caryeed-tc-
cept oyie teaching or cominand in

the New_ Testament and
reject’ others. It's. all

‘Book." It's ali the Wold of God.
Performing the will of God may be
difficult but if's the way 10 ‘ensure
A"abldmg forever''! Not that you can

mmarily

. "earn” your saivation — ypu can't.

Eternal lite'is the free, undeserved
gm ot ‘God. But once God has
\ granted eternal life. you will be “re-

Lwarded according fo your works™'!

A(Wnte( tor . our free repfint ariicle

_ Our veiy oilstyne’
~ depends upon mutual
cooperation. We were all
d in the very .

'Unage
purpose which He is .

workjng out here below.

e are all our

“brother's keepers.” °

-, B

“No' Y6u Ca 4 Earn Your Salva-~

mlaﬂs—shvmﬁ—nm—avcpr‘—tmrr“%o—the* kiet—What—Will—tant-than—the—ability to—"speak™ i
You Be Dairlg in the Next Lité?) .
ngle. The-stan-

Law of the J
dérds.-of this socu%ty afé not often,

savory ch?racteri tics - seem- to

.dornirate ~ .such-\as greed and.

‘competition. «

The law of the.wo d is the law of

‘the jungle — ‘‘survival of the fit- -
test.” The law of Go sdys exactly

the opposite — "'Bearjong another_ s
burdens, and.so fullii the law of-

tof “The

+ s You-disagree: with Paul and wnh

jod for a great

-

es. Gertain urf. .

.kind of Christianity? t's a far cry .
from religioug -hobbyism and petty. ’ *
doctrinal. debate. There is very little ) : :
philosophy; or s¢iénce, or exegesls, Y L
or hernﬁutics invoived Jn this .~ 4. | Y '

type of Mristianity. There's. not ,
-gven m 10 argue about — ex- . . . o
cept who's going to make the first T
‘move! . v .

But this is "'whére it' s at” 'so far o i
as the Bible is conce;?uu"\'ms type - - o, )
of Christianity involveé’compassion, j AN
service, humility, ard above all, ‘ . /
love! Thosé who minimize the im-
portanca of love are' npt Chejstians

speare)
You dlsagree?
»Fine.

" Godl ._7

.t | speak in the tongues of men
and of angels, but have,not love, |
am a.noisygong of a clangmg cym-
bal. And if I have prophetic powers,
and understang ajll mysteries and all
knowledge, arfd if | have all faith, so .
as 1o, remove mﬁuntains. but hgve '
not love, | -AM NOTHING" { Gor
13:1:2). - ¢

‘Now what do you
- importance of love?

s\ay about thg o
Payl said love is far more rmpor- .

_fongues,” prophetic powers, the - { A
* understanding of mysteries, Rnowl—, | -
adgeand even faith! +~ - - ’ :
Love is the param®unt virtue a
. Christian " can possessl Notging' .|
transcends it And “workssof love” - - | ESR L
. are the greatest works a Christign . - P
can perform! {1 it any wonder Paul . e '
, wrote: Make love yow alm , ‘
0Oy 1410
Trug jadly, love |s mcapable of - SR
» willfully_Inflicting pain or sqﬂenné l. ; T A

17).. .
# Abit “hard line" for some? |

Maybe. .

But those verses are part of the
Word of God — and they reflect the
will ¢ f[' God; (John is not_talking
the kind of love for the whrld

bxpressed by. God tHe Fhther whgn .

¥
- and not fo please ou _elves" (Rom .

HeghveHisonlybagoﬁenSqn - i

. Chnst" (Gal. 6:2). Pali toid the Ho-
mans: *'We who are strong ought to -

bear with the failings|of the weak,

15: 1)
This is real Christian
This is the way of whi

writers spoke!

. upon a feliow human being. A~ . .

Chrigtian° who loves wholly seeks ™ ' \* | AR

only the comfort’ and weifare ot } : T

others. - b Coad

“Love Erases. P Lov& can R o
+ arase the hideous, halsf - scab’ of N

. racial prejudice from the heart of . ~ [

even the most -entrenched bigot. -
Thcse' who are led by ¢he Splnt ot ’

Y
L
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CHRlSﬂANUVING

——— - -Cor—11)~ bu!—ihesehav&nothtng——

- judges impartially. All are fres in
. Chnst—whetherslavesmnﬁalde

know that all men, blatk, white or  standards (or lack of them') of this
yellow, and every shade” in be- world! We_ are to :be different,
tween, were created in the image of ~unique, convonod(changed)'
-the Gréat God (Gen. 1:26-27). They Through the love of God which is
know that God “made'from.one shed abroad in our hearts by the
[Adam] every nation of men to live  Holy Spirit, which we receive at bap-
on all the face of the earth,” and ~ tism (Rom5:5), we live by the stan-
that “‘There is neither Jew not dard of the royal law of love. And
- Greek, there is neither slave nor
" fie. there is neither.male nor fe-  bor; therefore love is the futfilling of -
male; for you are all ong in Christ - thelaw’ (Rom. 13:10).
Jesus *(Acts 17 26; Gal: 3:28). - The * good works'' 'of a true
No“one is "superior” within the  Christian are ‘‘works of love.” It is
Chuich of God because of color, ~ the msponsnbmty of the Church of
status in society, or sex. We are all  God to set ari example before the.
children pf God and He and Christ  world, one that will cause people to
alone are “superigr!. Wekare broth- _‘glorify God'ipstead of o vility Him!
ers and sisters in Christ. Sons and.. The Church is g city that is set upon
daughters ot Ged (| Peter 3:6). + a hill. The religion of a true child
There is no place wittin'the Body - - of God is the way he or she I:vss
“of " Christ for_racial prejudice! Those Me'
‘of us who: have altowed yrseives .. Though we arz in t'\e world,
. to be biften with this "evii, -divisive, are not of the wd We should
worldly bug need'to .Oeeply andbit- have a higher. € rioble, more "

. “Gog and fed by the azom of God'® Chrisian above the vaiues and

_ferty repent before the living God ‘Vgodiy set of values Wemust have

who made all'of-ws in hls very im-, -

“Love does no wiong to a neigh- .

we: ™ of Yellowship and say, "May | heip.

such or we are not really Christians! .
We cannot aliow olrseives 10 suc-
cumb to the baser passions qf the
fiesh and of the mind. Throug the
. power“of the Holy Spint,” constant
prayer and study of the Word of
‘God, we must rise above ourpwn -
weak fiesh.

Those who have been prepud
. must'learn 1o fook beyond the fiesh
andmrotheheanandthereseethe h
SpmtofGode'mng andsay '
“‘Brother!™"

Andmosemenwhohavehada ;
chauvinistic, superior, tyrannical at-
titudé toward their wives, or wamen
in general,-need to repent and say
with'sincere feeling, “Sister!"

“All of us, who have been selfish,
- lazy and comfortable, need fo reach
" out to the world. and 10 our own. L
brethren in the faith, the right hand' ™

you? Please, let me be of service.""
Are you willing to be that kind of
Christian?  ~ - . 0

;9:'; Chauvinlem. Male chaumn- 'F QJD “KE
KNOW

ism* is definitely out! God telis us
. that men and women in the Church .
- are ;omt heirs of the. grace. of
life"..." ( Peter 3; YA AU
'Q should be noted that God has
- designated ‘ceqtain Wandards “for ..
‘male-female relationships. within
- marriage [Eph. 5] and withih the
~Church eongregational ‘structurs:

fo do with “‘superiority’ or “inferi-
ority within the Body. It i§ merely a
matter of working within the natural
todes. that men and women have as-
sumed throughout history. . The .
“Ghurch’ M‘Godddesabodeby these-
scriptural standards.) -
And God is- dehmtely not im-
pressed with-*‘gold rings and
gpodly apparel’! In tact, He is nof a
~respecter of pesqns.at alfin that
sense.. Godlookéonthohean—-

" cammemel U:S.:

ponmmmt Wodd\vhc mailing m—

. (IOEE0E &0 338 IOOWS:

) UmodShbs P.O. Bonn Pd-
' sdena, Caiornia 91123 (Or sl ]
'Wﬁdumwmh §
1800—423— ‘

symbols mean nothnng to Hum who

of not. :
The standard of God iﬂs the . :;
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