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. Rexclation_was_ *AUCH CEnIUNgs -

s

c " Se\u-l copies of the whole book

actual,

_ unique spiniual problems s well as

of

; ‘existing all the way from. the first
“century 10 His second coming.

_ posc-of this aruicle, however. is Dot

" tended for the Church’as & whole in

- about.how we are 10 view these let-

"Nolwe- that all seven churches are
. & imiually -addressed togeiher as one

© ofiginal and were semt taeach com-

esus Christ of Nazareth toid the | -
aged apostle John. then exiled /|~

on the island of Palmos.;
Mediterrancan Sea:
seest -write in 2 book. and send it -
unto the seven churches whick are in
Asia...” (Rev. 1:11). The entirety
of the message as a whole — with all .
of its fantastic science-fiction-like vi-
sions c.oaked 1n symbolism — was
origiraily writien for thsse seveh
churctes in Asia Minor. These were
“lieral. historic |congrega-
lions” some of which had been the
recigients of earlier epistles written
by the aposile Paul (st the book of
prenar; and Colossians 4:16),
Each of these seven churches had.
10 on¢ degree or another. its own

the

its good powats. In addition 10 the
main prophetic message of the book
Rc\rclauou Jesus Chnist was
moved fo give “John a shon. separate
message for cach of these. special
congregations — perhaps-partly be-
raust cach church would be i pxal
of seven soccessive churd eras

The ain Messsge. Tlic .main pur-

to expound and explain the pro-
‘phetic passibiliies of these passages
in the ¢cond and thifd chapters of
Revelation. It1d 1o show that each
melsage for each church i also in-

all ages. and. as a vutal -cbrollary °f
__pownL_10 cear up the _many mis- _
conceplions God's peoplc have had .

ters in sclauonship to lhe member—
ship of God's Church now!

The salutation to the seven
. churches begns m verse 4 of the
first - chagigr:- “John 10 the ieven |
churches: which are’ in Asia

body ¢f people pnor o the speafic
letters in thapters two and three.
befoce the invention -of prnung.
weré probably copied from John's:
gregavon rolleds up in?a. separale i
scroll. Either thator the original it-

self was carned successively 1o iﬂ‘
seven CoDRrEgalons.

- What thou |

 The pantumilm mthcsc\cn
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by Garrer Tod Armstrong”

Believe it or not, ‘the whole |

book of Revelation was origi-
pally addressed to seven spe- |
.cific, literal churches in"Asia

Minor. Conumcd within its

pages are seven separate lsj-
fers wrilten to u.zz of these
seven churches ng a Ro-
_man_mailroute. What If you

chuiches had the opportuhity to
_read hot only Jesus Christ's own di-
rect personal testimony 1o them per-*
sonally but also the messages 0 the
. other six congregauom Each one
was, so0 1o speak. “in on” the sins of .
the others. But did this give them a
carte blinche iicense to ,udgc cach
other? I'll cover that question htc! ‘
on.in the article.

Further down _ia the salutation,
Jesus Chnist is px:turcd in vision as
i slaudmz in the midst-of the seven

; churches (versés 13, 20). These con-

|- gregations are - whether yon view "
i them historically as loeal churches
: or prophetically as future eras — in-

tegral parts of the Church Jesus told

the apostle Peter He would build”
-(Matt, 16:18). Not a single onc is 2

church of the devil. None can-be

1 conveniently cal:,gonzed as pan of
the great false church in all of iy
spiits. sects. divisions ' and pohucal

P nizations. Jesus stands in rhe |
5 ‘; of all seven — firmly estab-

3 g that all seven b:lo-g 10 Him
~ each and every member was pur-,
‘ chascd by His own blood (sct Acts
20:28).

EM — First. Love Lo-l. The
gi Church of God at Ephesus (Rev.
. 2:1-T) was onc of the keading coa-
grchlmus in all of Asia Minor, Paul
_had usad the city as a base of opera-
‘uons for - his cvmgclsuc efforts
Throughout the eatire regron.

Jesus: Chnst of Nazareth - e
Builder. and living Head of the true
Church 2+ begins His letter 10 the

had bnmllving your _life in .
Ephcsus. §myma. Pergamos,
Thyatirs, Serdis, «£nlladeiphla
or even Laodicea some two
thousand years ago? What if
you hed been an aeﬂy mom-
ber of one of i

gregallona .of?

' back then? WoudldTyou.

" found younoll y:dulglng in ot -
taching labels to ihe spiritusl

_inferioritiss ol _other congre- |

getions in. smug sell-righ-
toousneds — perhaps sttsck-
ing theit oplmual lethargy, lo-

nmwng their lukewarmness, .|

" decrying their miserable wret-
chedness? What would pyou
bave ssid aboul God s z”humh
hen?

church “iT"E’iSﬁEsm by reminding
them, oace agan. that He walks in
t the muds a[ all seven of these
| churches (veriig 1). He does not dis-

scven!
Afer several poqns of com-
mendation and approval. He fimally
{ says: “Nevertheless -1 have %
| what against thee, because thou
? lh;ﬁru love™ (verse 43. The now-
a Christian had worn
ol!' Thcu auonoflnm Clrm‘
“had
“old hat.” The flamesof intial ex-
citement had flickered and dimin-
ished — they werg on the duwm'ude
of their growth panern .-
We grow,” even phynically,
peaks and valle
teenagers literally’
- and seem 0 sk

by
At 8 certain age.
rst with grmub

h “sprout up.

; ;llowotdmhen(nm onen(lhe» E

beg\m w waae;-i: had become -



Spﬁluﬂl pwﬁ is charactenized by

the very ‘same phenomepon. To

those who are newly bapuzed. the

~Bible s a. brand-new book. . They

. can’t %ait o eagerly devour and in-
s pestevery scrap and shred of wnfor-
© ‘maton withia s pages. They are

fillod with a type of euphonc won-

Jerment and emhusnm-. exaie-
ment.

If we nghm undcmad the cn-
ure hitory of God's Church 1o be &
series of - suocessive
phases charactenzed by. the seven
churches of Knchhum then 1he

-gecaptute their finst love!

“athiludes” o ‘r

first era of Gods Church was 1m-
tially marked by a fush of ~first
love™ followed by an cventual wan-
ing of thexr zeal.

Of -cgurse. Jesus Chnst .did not

_ntend Boe the Ephcuad church (or |

cra if you will) 0% main tired and
lethargee: — just \umng it cut! He
sicrnly warned therh w-“Repent. and
do ke prit works' iverse §) — 1o

Many members of God's
Church have mounderstogpd  the
miessage o the Ephessan church i
s zens. The messpge 1> acf eachy-

<
(3l 13

svely for either the actua) Ephesian
church then or: what has been Ia-,

5

beled as “the Ephgsian ca”™ The *

tzy n found wn_dhe

- “He'ﬂul hath an ear |hu spﬁmnl

eomprehension). fev hum. hear ‘whai
the Spirit saith
 {plural. mcaniny all seven). Ta-hm
that overcometh will-§ p\c 10 cat of
the tree of Iife, which tm the mudst
of the paradise of God T(veisc 77,
Jesus Cheist's own dired
WY 1o every ane ot}

st vene of ©

o ihe churches 'y




“ured and lethargic. ll Jusf

ages unm His scmnd oomlra 1
most every Chrisuan cxpcnem a,
figst flush of cnergetic zcal-dnd jove”

, for His Savioc. for the Bibic and for.
"th¢ brethren.in God's Church.

Taen, sooncr or later. be or she will

, mcsmably have 1o fight 6ff the ten-

dency (o become insipid. fukewarm, -
scems 10
be pani 'of the excle. -

it would have been verd: silly for
the cther churches 1o judge the Eph-
‘esizn congregauion for bosing their -
Arst love when shere were individieal
members in every. ‘:}lgk one of the .
other six congregauons who likewise
bad ilost their first bpve. But knowing
the vaganes ‘of human nature. no
doub! they didjust that! - -~

If you had been there n the flesh.
the, chances are you would - hav¢

< dorc the same thing — especially if

vou are nom fudging olhtr members -
al’ Oods Church 1or
cean.” whu:huam‘ -day en-’
bemism for a sofry spmlufl
Sondition’
hlathtolown'lhe-
"Ephesian church of Revelauon 2 s
typwal of the whole first-centurye |
Church. then most of 1is leaders and
. many of s members wound up as
manyrs. Some of them were. in facx.
what Some- mizht call “jail burds.”

: \hcdonnhmkolnltul-n today.

byt nobody fits thet dcsmptxn bet
ter than the apastle Paul He speat
much of hes anmisiry llonelypto(

“Laodr-_ !

1 ally tmurdered by one of thé Hcrods
»—(Aqﬂs 1222 Slcpbcn was s
"-death! The Biblc 2hd historical wadi- §

o
tion tell us that ok Pclﬁl' md ‘Paiif

Roman martyréom. .
Read the cleventh chapier of He-
" brews.-amd let the inspired words of

lesser abitity.

.kings aad those who
abou: in:sheepskins and goatskins:
being destitute, afflicied. rormented:

thy)"{Heb. 11:37). -
'Did cach of these. by his
. death. acknowledge some

i spintual inienonty? Were lhc) .ll,l n

what some mighi call a ~“Laodiccan
attitude™ Was there some great sip
10 thewr Lves that caused the martyr-
dom? Nonscnse® Any such reason-.
ias 15 immediately transparesat to

3 about n1.

Bu: \shal abo'ul fulurt uun\r-.
doms” iThe Bibic assures us thcs
will happen'y Would they be-an au-
‘tomatic admusica of spintual infen-
ony? Fthink we know the answer! -

. Martyrdom sng Persocution Prom-’
oed. Were members of the “Eph-

- es1an era” promused persecution and
martyrdom? “Of course! Aay peron
wm the churety of - the New Tesu-
ment whose death. for (¢ sake of

J;m;.:i the bto(hct ofJ:Ahn was bria-

- were probably l}‘cyr:tmtsofalcmbk 5

- God sink inte vouy heart. Paul clo-
quently talks of God's martyrs of
i long ago — pwplcof&mmror‘
peopie of all stations -,
1 in. life. people who stood next w0
~wandired, ;

(Of whom the world was not wor- .

anybody who really stops’io think

u:sn‘nomr agunsl thcm :nd lhev .
. Gentiles™ (Maw. 10:16-18). He said

oansdxsc:pkﬁ"‘ Somcofmu

shalhhcvmustlobcpulloduth" o
. _(Lllkcll 16). N

~Jesus warned !hcxh lhal lhev
would be beaten and whipped (and

‘some even murdered); that. they

would be under arrest and’
forced 10 testify before various com-
miltees. boards. or courts of law, as
a result of their preaching of the *
gospel Of His disciples He said:
“They shali pui you out of the syna-
gogues: yea. the time come¢th. that
whasoever killeth you will_think he
docth God sesvice™ (Jobn 16:2). .
Since He said. ~Ye shall not have
gone over the cities of lsrael tll the
Son of Mar. be come™ (Matt. 10:23),
it is obvious He dates this prophecy
by showirg its towal fulfiliment wall
not be cuiminated unu] Jesus again

!

{ stands or this carth.

Dnd]:smprommaspmdphcﬂ.
ofm;fclomydlhwcwbomﬂc

. said would be “debivered up™ After _" )

sayiag brother would® déliver up
brother to death. the father the child - .
and chidren.therr parents 0 be
killed. He said: *Ye shail be hated
of all men for my name’s sake: but
‘he that endurerh to the end [and that
end may obviously be the deata of
the icdndual cndum;'l shall be
saved™ (verse 22).°

“But when they persecute you in’
lhu aty. flee ve inw another™ (verse
23). Netsce Jesus says persecution is
coming' He shows manyrdom is a

incarceration of ibe other.

Yet many aa . the Church today
bave viguely un"med marntyrdom -
10 be some kind of spintual cune
and cenaunly the most sbvious proof -
of spiniual m/rnomv-ud lassitude.
Some think of the Church s per-

. seiLied “something mud be tembly

wiong™ with the Church! Instead of
rejoxing in inbulations. ihey seck the.
}ltisll(al solution — the -
qupitunal appm.d: find out -rto
the dunty sinmen are,

lishment of- the ‘Chorch. must: be
redonedy. “rpember [of the Fph-
csan era” f the assumption . that

deflrutc phases. sages of “erms”
true - Therefore. every indivadual
who was hilled for the sakz of Jesus

| and whose-death Wi mauter

" being -a member- of the “Ephesian
. era” of Ged's Church

“and all wiil be well lgm ,
penocution of manyvrdomran 4
mawc scknowledgement gf ternible

":E intual - imperfoction™ Oa  the
hand. nphwuimpcfmm !

- bodily harm 10 a “place of safety” a
sure badge of greal spmt.nlm o
Thikk about 1 for 8 moment! Sesus

Josia said: “Behold 1 send you |
“forh ai sheep 1a the midst of
wolves “be ye therefore wise as ser™ |

beware of men for they will dgliver
you up 10 the counals. and they wall

" scourge you i their synagogues;

Chrst of Nazarcth was ‘manyred! |
QOO NEWS Hgvesder 197

Jesus Chrisi. came afier the onab.

God's iz Church passed through ‘

of reacrd in the Neéw Tesamenr
was' a-terign who fost his bie while

penis. and barmicss as doves. But |

- and ve shalt be browghs before gov- |
jcTmon and kings for my sake, I’o‘ a

“dusinil possibility’ And- then He .

tely His wrue disciples W flac! But
fite where? Not away from - the

“Work.” but Bceing from .one @ity. .
where they are busly preaching the

gospel and fulfiling the commussion*

-of Jesus Chnst. 1o enodher ciry. for

the fulfiliment of the very same -

commutuon!

The caure “tonc™ of the tenth |
chapter of Mauhew 1 .ooe of trial.
troublc. beirayel and poteatial’
| _death! He uiges His dusaiples to
| “fear nat them which Lill the body.
but are not able w0 kill the soul
NGreek. pruche. ‘of: “being”]: but
raher fear him which is 4 ble 10 de-
siroy both soul [prucie] md body is
bell {gehennal” (verse 28). ’

He then spoke a great pnncwplc
‘which needs 10 be undersiood in the
light of all cse contained’in this




T~ il wan

. Paui? Jesus”

. ng;:lc"*ﬁ» that Eade:n hns hfe shal

s ard he thatloseth his life fof-.
sazll ind i iverse 33y,

Tl owhere 15 the fuifillment of ﬂm

propheiic. comiriand o Jesus dis-

aples clegrer tkan in the uﬁcﬂf}hc

.- aposile Paul himself. whose life and

- imes comprise a gfeat scgment of
-the .~Epbesizn era” of Gods true
Chun:h l-'c was h:crﬂ]) amw

) and icﬂ i"" dcad On another

sion he wilh let down ovér a
basket secretly in order

10 escape from enemues.

‘O man) ~ OCCasions
Paul did bave 10 flec
from one &ty to another,
‘On other ocaswns ke

_ was-unable * o escape.

. was argested. and had w©

suffer the T gurisequences

impuscd upen m by

_ humao gosernments

; If there was amvone
who ever uesered 10 c-
cape maiiyrdom as a re-
sult of the fruis of hus life
the apostle
death was
pot & “martirdom” n
the lruest scnse of the -
wadrd, st el Way Ih
Geds greai putpau-iha
kuu dienot only as

w ifcss ag_a'msl I’
wimenion (because '
was slapcing fon.a grcn

-

cause QL puqmg]_gmj

btuust His death was:
absolutcls  segquired . iof

the Torgiveness of s’
« But Paul’s dfarm

"rOulu “ne ao :u;‘\ npu, -

F“" =

Ao Ml Hmycdomﬂn he

Public Eyo!. Thiga? Na -oc Treatly

anumsihic ‘thi cxadt ipte. of
ﬁc pmrc( gauls Jeath* Tradivon |
cmme. bot there ¢s - 1 Tm. 4:6

~ ne- reliable: hblr)ned
mmrirald _absolutely, venty W “Thadés
T uoen” may 'rph‘ any numbcl' of .

ay place itan
decord which

ﬂungc oL WK methods of execu-
tion, but the Bible only alludes w
; Paui's deai T 1o¢ pumnl cp«sdt
.whmﬁ)ihyl,u M ey O F
11 1 obvicus. thotr B
irspired ‘Word of Gpd. does not -

 aude any pocount of -the death of -
7 the .poslk"?ul — does adt “set the

the hoty, |

! scéne” vin the ‘Same ‘mancer_as iy
dots at the heanng-of the aposte

Paul before King Agrippa: Cocs not

el ds ofmx shock Or shatheexperi- {
4 ‘enced on 1he part of any- Roman-or
"1 Jegish-leaders: does 201 even_ illus-
1 traic any shock lmci'a is c‘pcncnocd
"}j by smembers wiihip the Church —-
that thc .!dcam of the apostie Pax

gled cut as
3 G’\i ‘1@{ so"v

.

spam the. apmﬂc Paul’s ifé. But 23
this later datle when Paul had gmu’r
older: and oby wously more and more

physically incapable of. conginutogy:_-
the gruching pace of preaching the .S
L gospel -God was going o aliow

him: 1o be manyred as a result of the,
Roeman wials. ch kad asked for thé.
-couts_which had been left behind
: meauoned the maraliqn’ of b
— which gives us hutie insaphis
5 poer phyacal condion. 1
mple pancs. the. that

c\ ¥ 'nammd dcqh 15 one
i ahich 1 canefully pre- _ '

= E
that _ﬁf man F iruhs had “run hi
2

chursd, agoud fight.”, and
s 10w “ready 7y e offered™ (see
8r. Remember, the

apotile Pail Wad been imspired to

_waile th one whe %a

served . dhe Bibic in
great deiail as o the,
mo(Slephcﬂ" Coe
Martyrdom. thén.
while a great konor 0
Ged's sight = and. 5t a.
rerson tely s “endunsg
12 the end.” THE SURENT
ARANTEE Of Deing pic-
;'xcd unte God’s King-~
dom = does aot ai\ux-s
LECENSATITY LNC 1IN s&h
shmactie historal ash-
wn thst alj the ¢reongs
Teadmg wp’ ta and, -
Sadisg thaf mans sdom
ate ctuliy prédenc)
o1 pasieny’ )
Duown through histor, .
here taive mo doudi
been th usands and icns
wf thoasarids” who haee
1 heen ﬂ"a“\ffd for the di-
TTOCt wsuxe and purpunx

of Josas Chrast of Naza- 7

TETN IR W g and
!A"uxc _ﬂ.u“’tx afc. nal -
LN 471 Amvnn an ol us'

Wt thos all i wonie
~ate ot spicitusl antet
DY LI 1D Marig-
RE "'Nx revrse' T e

'

i JM MNew Teslameni Documents.
) Then: li thmnlu‘»ﬂ nwlabl(

‘ag the "t phosian cra” "wl

'Gods Church than any ciher After

ally the cnure New Testament o

] “Ephctun cra tcralure o .-

“slanding in the ¥ m ptcvtnnhe
“arsing A the madu of 4 pefson-
age- whe was the ch embodiment

cof evil'! Paui- had sad ume and - §

again n u.a! his decpest desire
16 depa:i and to be. wih
Jesus - Chimst, auun& & tnuxm.
ton, '

. h-wn Ood s purpmc -eArher. 10,

Tn orcer 16 get anTinsight IS e

what the Ephciian cra was Ihe vou
must read not only the staleniends
vaoocurmg the church ac Eraescr -
stself Jin Revelanon the anuud”

i chap!ﬂ Paut's epistic 10 Ephcsuy. ax

well as the book ¢f Acts » il Pa
'-xeﬂmg;mth the” t'u-n an ciders™.
“on dupscr“ 201 buk aii ihe revi 'yl

cooouews Noverr e 76




L oreal -

Pamls lnunp u‘hclhcr momncd
with: the church. in Comnh Romc
Thcssakmm ,mColmsc

Rcmcmbcr the. xposll: Jahn i

“rote the book of Revelanon. apd |-

s message was cammied m onder | Vv
.Ephm Smyroa. Pergamos. Thya- |
- tira,” Sardis, Phhd:lpln; llld l.ao—

Aym lhcy: were real ifses. \\’nh

. ipg upen theuw bwn spantual degree.

' igaa )nd zgam 1o Revelation 2 5

o: gro-th ‘thesi mﬂphac:d and |

ezl limales lo’ obe essential
. they appeat -to have had a -
afftixiion (mentioned

3 as "the sypagoguc. of Satap™ {d
: "Salan’s seal’), which séemed win- .
weive calipp thngs sacnficed to

a5k, and kit sex.-even 1 con-

a n:ﬂmn wgh relagsous services!

~ j Ing. aliow:

- Apother . comemon pmbkm was
.hﬂ of “fabw apcstic ™ Warmings of -
“such are_nciudsd . the letiers 10

1T churchos 'w. Asia Minor 2t that™ .

ume. as well i3 ionunualhy i the
uings of Pau!: Perer andh.dt ’
H wou wani fay find oDl W

- o a (buuh “spentually.”

esian. era. was - then thinl of what
~-ai) these wrngs aevcal . some were
.. gelling drurk on the Passover. steal-
ng open mml 10 exsst

thin 3"« sflain amgrcgalm whiie

; iy a ul lhmml«lgc ol s, abusing spar- -
Citial gt miing in_faith. and as

‘“babes” were ‘'unabic 1. stand ihe

)

M—P}hbxm Wl i

- On he wher end of the specirum.

© God's Church &t lphﬁns was ¢om-

mendéd by Josus Chrast Himesell ¥or
their -works p4ucmt hbm and ha
red ulcnuﬂn =2t
Sene Spirmusl m--n '

the judge of sif human l'lcsh‘ (Gen.
X280 Py 73T ALI96.13 ) Jaus

Chast of Nazarch -is ‘the lwmg 1

Head of the 1rut Church (Eph 120
720 415.:Cob.

C counscls. (K€ mtmbtn of” God s

. tual sirengths and weakpesser

. ~Church - not—to-judge- mnrdmg 1
. ‘appearance. but 10 judge’ nslucoqs
_ wdgmtﬂl (yc¢ John 7. 244

JuJ'&_mp and naiuaung lhe‘gu
the -
Hurchei. ‘!”ﬂhtr hu.oﬂaﬂ\
pﬁphﬁx;‘iiv was amd a8 Hu
bu* ness! He knows plis ‘Soex :Il on: -
dcrsunds wH. jngcl \mboul pm

. .’ ‘GOO‘.J‘NFNS‘. No\rl'b.r xﬁ‘n"

lning” odngregaisons: lunn;_; §
“shear pwn special problems-depead- - |

0 -

1.£7-18); He ]

I3 mlmv H,nmanlv our Jndpncnui
capacmcs “are .very - lemited. espe-
7. caally whea we toy ‘10 stack ours-

“Him: .
I you had been 2 lay mcmbcr.m
- us say of the Smyrna church. nwld

 church in “righteous judgment™

first love

focus?
m':fulh _mumh and cautously

2:1-7) from your vaniage po:inl n
. Smyma w0 the Ephesus congrega-
wvon about- 40 muies down the road

- you have empbasized the good’
points or only the bad ones? Would
you' have been able_to sngle oul’,

.withoot a doub! suﬂcmd the. lusb of
their ﬁmlovc’

© Would your opmuns and ‘guds
" ments huc ‘been based: maidly on

wors (rom the Ephesian congrega-.
“tion™ How reliabie would u?iu-
S0UTCey hgv.cbc\:n

the penpectiel -,

Do you.sec haw sillv u ™ 10 &~
cuse olha bicthien of being spmlu«
ally mltnu Josus Chrst warns o
the Scrmos o the Mount (the ety
—pmnack %Hh—m%mﬁﬁse :
mMADY TEPELs) “Judge |Greek, don:
:demn] not. that ye be not ,udgni .
‘For with whai judgment ve judge.

ve shall be pudged™ (Maw 110 .

Jamc:.

] the Hcadquulm C huldun Jerusa-

1 tem, wiote “Spewh mor évil ome of-
anpther, breiheen He that \pcxi:. ’
evil of his brothor und piadgerk Fai

. beviiér. spuitlh évid ol the law.
and judgeth (he lak: but if- thou'
“ugdge the-taw: thou ket nota-doer ol
‘the law. but g judge There 1 one

* langiresr, who o ableao save and 1o -

. ano!h(r’"”dtlncs# .12y .
sou  have gudgcd
hnc saud abopt

'r

iy 5

Would. wu Bave: b«n :bk w

| apply Chrst's own judgmen's (Rev. -

specific mcmbeo who g;nm(thr and 1

““mad-routc” gonsup? OF PCl'h.Ipt vas-'

the physscal brother .qf'i
Jesds Chrisiand lediding apastle at |

“destroy who ant thiu ikar ,nd;e i j

sches upmuvoompnmm-mh_'

. you havehadthensdomxndspm
_ tual capacity 10 judge the Eghesu.n j
w0 pass judgment op lbcknsoﬁhcir ¥
of their- other  shomt- |
_comiags? Or would your limited |
vmcn/ln\c hcm shghﬂ) out- of |

~om the Roman map! routs? Would

" Put yoursclTua. lhc puuult" (ul . i

i

{

:
i




-

ﬁ “In -the beginning. .. God

said. Let us make man in our-
! Imm...mm:mmod
| created he him, male and fe-
‘male creafed he (hem
..,Mmm'rofﬂugnm
of life ... that as many as re-
ceived him, fo tham gave he
mmmmmu
God.” .

od r‘nc‘rkm'umdcd there m
bc zny “haule of the sexes™
GM always considenod. -

age " But maok imd — malz and fe-
"male — has been respoasible for
_many contradictions of God’s in-
tent. That's where our pob[cms
have come from.

The adeal cuuxmmmxs “of the-
.Garden of Eden provided. .pqualhty

- aad woman.
“Sunce mankind's cxpulsion from
the . Garden, drcumstances have
“mever provided thz God-iniended
equaliiy. A marke; detenoration in *
b every facerof llfc' 15 ensued. varying -
‘ mdtgrcc {rom geficration W gencra-
von. The ideal” Yoman, se mfulﬂ\,
diescribed i Provdrbs 31, has proba-
| bly never cxusted in an actual, living,
Cause- hmgn/ example. There ¥ oo
‘counierpan chapier in the Bible to
dcu:nbN the sdeal mac, and obwi-
" ously. even if there were, there would
be 20 Lising cxample completely. ful-

fitheg that-weal-either

>mcn amd womzz’equally “in his im- - .

befivre God of Adam LMEVC man

In siriving to achieve the best rec-

" ogd im-this life a~d 10 becore quabi-

fied 10 inherit ciemal life. applyving
the principles. of these examples 2%
very helpful. Here are some exam-
pic; good anc bad: of the conduct
of women in the Bible. 1
men reading this will be able o

" learn helpful points regarding their

own lives: and of course it is the

pAmary intcot of this artice 30 aid

women i attaining the scty maost of
their human potential. 7 -

Powerful examples-of wioinen in
the Bible gre an inspiralion to any
. humzana “being, regandless of

.1_
Oumumdmg cxamples of fauth rad-
nirable stovies of intelligence, in-

wigue and clevemess. Suength of
character whem all the dmen had

Crgiven wp, fortitude in the faoe of .

by Dawid Jom Hil

> =

9

hope ail the .

ey Miriam’s song” She was a proph-
etess, Jeader of all the aomen of
Jdsracl, Moses” older sisier who had
‘Wllchcd over him ac be foated’
'bclpbudotnubc"\mc a baby
his ireed basker. Minam spoke, and
Moses recorded, and God unspared
mdmdudndasapmofﬂummﬂ
Word the powerfai promise: “I am

" the Loed that’ bcu:ih (hcc"' (Exa

15:26.)
. We 'koow thal Mifism made a -

wmmk:,shgm;ud\lmwfa'”

‘bad marmiagz with an Ethsopian
woman — even God was fupous,
and punished ber severely: So, wha
suzd she was mfca" She WS just &

* human beicg, mede ‘o the image of

God, who. in her overall bife is an
cutstapdieg cxample of Jeadership
and baucilly nghlcows ocouduct.

. Wormen aze cjual with men: both
" make

misyikes! Read the stogy im -
Numbens 12 apd youll fid Aunon
was i On the deal (although he's
mentovod s — “Muiam and
Aaton™; and it scems 10 me that i
wc arc going W find famit with.
peoplg. men and_women alike
(whach u obvnonsfy¢ bad h‘bnn to
folbow since Satan i the accusery ~
it socms 10 me that 1 remember a
bittie boo-boo Aarce pulled regyrd
ing a golden calf or somethung like
ibet (Exodus 32). Jesus may have
hed reference to thuy kind of thunk-
ing whea He saud. “Let he »ho ©
without sin cast the first Mooe” — w
the defedse of an ascused womas™

" And speaking of that judgaicat of
“Jesus: havens_ you cver vwondered

*u, Do sin -\Q\fmmd w Him_
YtL He dxd 0ot marry: have a fam-

1" Hss purpuse The purpose of His life
1 was w provedc the_perfect sacnfice .

- \m‘km fcuuﬂ; ..

There arc oo otlwt mmples ol'
pafoa mem; o women. in the Bible:
sEvery other man o woman men-

cally nghtecous. some pascally evil

Some have names 10 denufy them,
others are anonymous. Ther exam-
ples-in the light of God's perfoct
faw, give s gudelines 10 two durec-
nons: 1) -bow 1D act o achicve

waad el -

7_|lga produce progeny. That was not

..orunmquuedbtyouandm*"v

mneduﬂaiedwnhcgmrd’onc )
-~ nature-or-soother—Some-are- bu» —~-28d-uns -l cmusos- snd- Wumruwedm own_life and that of | 1 SE—

good. 2y how 1o st — otoolla—.

Jcaus-m a man. He ‘was ixrfm,_}d\cmlv sheer guts in performing
- acuon necessary for the freedom of

" a nauon. Passion agd compasuon.
Mercy. kove and patence. All eram-
ples of spintual charactes. whuch
knows no boundiry of sz - yet
makes for a sparihing jewel 3 lhe
caowa of God.

Yet yusi as with the wles of men
10 the Bibic? there are other sc-
ccuns of ,c.ukmy o mnu.lt.
deprayvity — geuberate, ugly sas

sometimes wup the !m! of 12
LCOLoNS.

Lets ook ai s fow,
tisiom o Propheises. e all re-

‘mtmbtrlhtSmpan(wctmEJ

adus 13 - -why -dos’t more
recognuze 1hat Moses fumsell abwo
records 1o Whe same chapler his sy

why i that woman was_ ~caught un.
the ac,” the Mwﬁobmushl ber
w Josus in thew nghteous pompo-
sty — why they dedn’t also bring the
man nvoived? It wouldn't have
made any difference Jesus’ Judg
‘meal was a mucrol’ :pnnapk. oot
sex!

-Gtamgp o m Now lets wlk
about Rahab even if she wai a bar-.

. bat. Here was a woman. who by the
exerase of fauk (Heb. 11) not oaly

famdy. but smded in the fuld iment -
of God’s promust of Lirscl's olcopa-

- tos of the land. Bang w 4 passbon
10 hear 4il the newa of the day. shi
abuld perocive that the fuiure was -

ith God's Lirsel. She determuned
10 become a part of that futire - &
chngemus and dumg as well as

: wwm “Nobmper wmri»




G

f:guhful dmon. She aldtd and
abcm:d Israeli 'spics, outfoxed the -
. secret police of -Jericho, and sur--
~yived the downfa]l in the only hpise -

» “wleft when the wils fell flant If that's

ot an example of courage you can-
" " profit. from, no- ‘matter what.your

‘sex, then maybe you lack guts — or

finesse — or faith — or all three! -
- At any rate, God cr.nmniy put -

.: "« His stamp of approval on Rahab:’

citing fer as onc of the cxamples of
. faith in Hebrews 11, and including

her in the ﬁeucabgy of Jesus Christ

~ let he
ﬁﬁlsmac :
- And what about charah proph- -
ctess and female Judge.in Isrgel, -
- who, when’ there scemed 10 be go
- men among the
- ~-gnly withstood
vu:daplaﬂofam

onsm!houlsmasnhe

@ coemy, but-de-

. ", madsnbammm,smﬁ:dnohbﬂ- :
" ation movements just for females, -

made nG atiempt to prove she was -
“equal” — she already kncw she was,

-:she dealt from strength, not frustra-

‘tion. She mmforteds consoled, en-
-couraged and inspired “Sweet
- Lighining” (Barak) to do his job with -
faith. -She “strengthened. and sup- -
~ported — and these are not ‘uncqual;: -
responstbrities: AND SHEWON!.

r we. jorget the agt of 'amhcr
w man ‘in xhat day of need: Ju]

- Iwo great. uamtn’

soflsmel,nat y

Suﬂ'enng nndcr the sugma af _

bemg a woman, Rith came penni-

less to. the land of her former hus- -
- band. Overcoming every prgjudice .

* with ‘patient calm, she not ouly re-

: stored her family fortunes by mar-~
. mge to Boaz, but became the - -

1 r of David and .an an-
_cestor of Christ.. No male ever
achjeved a similar record! But the
principles she uséd are applicable 1o

- all, and she herself will undoubtedly -

" stand tall in the Kingdom of God! 1
" doubt very much that she éver de-
spaired of b:mg “just 3 woman.”
Take. Esther for example. Here
was a sweet young thing who

‘proved beyond a shadow of doubt . '

that beauty and intelligence can

share billing in one character. Cm', :
~into- the- nexus of mtcmauongl in-
to conquer? She-—~~ - .

Sémetimes in. the scope of the '

~ Are you' manennughto i

hkc good advice, even If it -
-+ comes from “justa @
woman"? itlhacn enough to-
- . accept person,
-{o see beyond m]udm
o reéognize ruth when

, mmm 'i,

"Haman inmauipthat'ausedmm ,
the same gibbet he = - - -
er uncle Mordecal. | -
_ She so ingratiated herselfin theeyes. | -
of her husband, Emperor Aha- -
~suerus, that he managed o

- sians from a2, death sentence for all”

- righteous, demmdj:& scifish ’onpt

~!‘ﬂllﬂl" . 7

to be hung
had built for

the Jaw of the Médes and thé Per-

~Jews 1o a carte blanche. Let's face it,
fellows, evén though we might“be -
thsmm;nsequ!,wncvacould
h;vcdoncmal' I

Bmth:pnnaplushecmploy:d,.' A

hc can all mpby' Faith, patience,

“ried 10 a “no-good, b&dm sdf
-named Nabal (the/very

bis name in ish is ‘folly"').\
David and his guerrilla band
~ surviving in' the hills® nearby. Thcy
- had--protected Nabal's fdcks from

_ bandits, brigands and mMaraudiag . -
animals: They: mwdm food i

Nabal rcfused. David's :cmper
nnmd Multening some -nasty - in-
veclive against -Mabal (1 Sam.
--25:22), be and’ hundreds of ‘armed -

 drove a leni nanl lhrgugh one te
~ and_our’ of the: other in

Jin the tﬁm&f ‘of the book of Judges.
It’s not recommended for (’fhmmn
- women ioday!) So"coded abother

eerted action, indirect and dmxl, of.

. Nmau lgd
“Ruth fell vn,bard times. Liviog in &~

RS

act should be uds&l '

" occupation_of Isacl; by the con- -

. ance, sh: had. mmynm unmmmm

brilliance in dn uncommon situ-
- ation: ‘she’ pmvcd rqnal to. lhe
ask!

The: 'wmncr of worldwide -
hsu.my contest, tender Jn, age and

'. experience, - ffspring of *u. despised.

- race; having powerful :ntnncs 0

« boot, she dida’t exactly have every- -

sponses of both Nabal and David, |,
some food 10- -

=

. mmntmlmMNMnkﬁn 1

fie-woald never be sbie 1o remens:
ber (since he would die by ihe
*. lesson'y. Anticipating the manly re-

. Abigail guictly got
* gether and met David ‘before he .
‘could do’ bixdily harm 1o Nabal -
*Umgm:ummafmmmpb-
. macy, she managed 10 bring Davad
t0 a screeching halt in an acuon be -
would latef have regreved, David ',
mgniudlhc!mdomdhctadm
{even 4 she was =jis(oa WOMAR™) -

“foreign. country, the death of their
-husbands proved.a catastrophe. But
tiag characier; deténmined -
“and tcw:x conduct, honest, .

: 3"-'hi}d-wur.king and ‘undoubtedly -

beautiful Ruth; with the help of her

s mothier-in-law won-her place in his-

tory., W uld that all: piother-in-

S w[daugmsr—m!gw i:m could *

thing going for her. She was faced
*_with s unique dilemma ﬂfhmoq -
and,, but for hier wise and cou- -
" ragcous_conduct, many of . ynu.

- :would not be' ;lnc today.

F;sung pbyxngq sr,ckmg counsel -
- from ber uocle and God

. completely, she put her life on the

-hne_fok JMer enlire nation - AND -

"won! She clcvcdy munvueﬂ Y.

and said: “Blessed be the Lord God
“of lsrael, whnd‘tm;@wlhudly o
miect m btuedbemyadm:,
o b mwmm

me s day. coming o
shgllihkmd.xndfmu my«
sl with mine own hand....Coup.
mmmmm ue,lhm:
h:mweélolhy voice, and ‘




- Are you man cmmgh to take good
. advice, even'if it comes from “just'a -

| ‘woman™? Man ¢nough to aceept the

_person, o see bevond prejudice, i‘
. recognize ik when. swse:u"
" Are you woman cnough . .

" 'But the story. :snotﬁmshed-n,
wonki make a great movie?

- «When Abigail ‘got’ back lome,

.Nabal was in a drunkgn stupor. 5o .
she wailed untii the moming, when
e was undoubtedly suffering from
- one of the greatess haawxcrs of his-
Jtory, before she wold. tun what she
"had donc -~ patiegly, Yofly,
plainly. Naba! soapped. his shower -
cap. went into a blind rage. had an
dpopleciic fit, suffered a stroke hat'
‘paraiyzed bim Tor ten gavi. and -
_ died! David marncd Abigail. inber-
“ited all .of Nabal's-earthly. gnodg
“and ;hc} Iwcd happ:iy ever .
Lafler. - - W
- Nau
, hay ¢ husbands vke Nabal
David and Bathaheba. - Thcxcs gyod
e AR news b the slory of -
Pavsd dnd Bathsheba Aduhery and -
. murder. shame aad drgust Tepen

.‘v.m'nan' of szerbs 31,

for 3l wu umca nha

Bible savs he was taught them by

-lus meothier! Some say that “Le- -

" muel” was- mhcr ame for Sﬁb-
mon. If that'is indeed truc, ihen
- Bathsheba wiote Proverbs 311

Jezebel was bad, Michal was bad.
Noneedlodydlmthn Mgsgsﬂ_ :

; bad. Pharaoh was bad.
»-'i’lcﬂﬂ.mlwpeoplcmbad,

Unsung Herolne. Elijah s a lumi-
nary-of biblicat record without peer.

His miracies (God's miracles per-

formed at Eh;ah‘s TEQUERL) Afe -

sing. and cxamples wilh which moxt

Laymien are familiar. But devou fe-’
: mgmmﬂ the woman mnnamcd =3
| Were mans famous men i the bidble

Gl rewwrd) whose potof ol and kar

fel of Bour- sayed full” The wdow
“wha' ;muu:d Eig;zh when it o

b

God ghoo«c‘ “woman"

“the entite Bible .

'u_un iymbol of the

‘but the

words of Hebrews 11335 — the faith

- chapter - sWomen_ jso there. must -

“have bgtn others] racened their
dead raised o life agdin

Eiijah ‘koew her. name. God

- knowijitr jame, and it won't make

an¥ difference that she is unnamed

.of “just 2 woman™ when she is res-

. . urpected 1o eteroal fife, a memberof -+

‘e family of God in tKai bewer res-,
urrechion: tha! same verse meéniions,

She A

t with Elyah. A Spint Being.
AL erful, “Ever; Lmng THat s
EQLAL!YY‘ e e

of saved fiLman
adt of Chrui: )

Tbtu are 'ﬁus p!'f}&u ;es!:'.

whohave ctkaLand mhmd L

“remarks regarding }tsa oper” i
ceplance of women -, even, mfm,

b oerimals and uakind’ n:uir!j,-n:m SR

ol Nmé"‘m@u was .m

lance and fanh. fargnm md '

bope. Mot igmember David,
what abuut’ BaMchl

" Dgsash tusted. But uu. ks Bath: .
thepe bathingewbers she koew she
: muid; be ween’ Lhwd mmmﬁ

 thanapowa

Mai M.gd;" ¥ aprrungmnu .
‘pcbggtg?m b spintualmen.
1N yuugl pmbhﬁsi,_-i) sfc .

“Day uttcpcnud mﬂy and -uou -
- perhgps the most beautsful of alihis -
pualms, axa rosult Paale 517D do
-we think M(ﬁiﬁm M_nm iz T
£ Dayat rempined marned -So
athihcts femated marner. Asd.
1ogether 1fey prodvced Sclomon
~Solumun 'm.ms Tpeact” Ry
“(md wub mea. -mh uct Jdn

qugmud

: L ek sl
b Ua,,mm;, bl i bt -

qu:pwm mt«' bewng '
B) the way. Lemiuel ugm&;
: .,59& - may bav. writen  ibe
cripe ‘the ideal

'oghcn munﬁ huﬁ nuy" !bet'
C WOMAS whost W tbpp mmed
”_Iwm m dua&" l thunh 1 spm an”

.v;hmc aggmﬁ & nuk winld an'

.only. ber -fanh - sy deeds m

'mPikMﬂ ues o the  dooe”

undum wf ‘He There -;u

wtﬁ.‘ “n JH .“

“oples - uump mont o therm re
' mancd wasamed i e e

" and women- fm\i a8 mp-uum .

‘part g the hmndmxm d the caity

woman ‘ol uwég'mcuun i\ Church " And doat foiger Hi

wuman ‘with whuan Crd war o

X i”n’?‘q“!m L hav
ARpAThAE m Nhum

I bave commanded . A
wrchow. wuEBas Ly susias Mi S

mvmq t!«aﬁ Mg mw md 1€

“be equally one with God ™

Gmi ci}mﬂf 2

*,wxnm 'ihmq‘ghem the entire  *

- Babic as the symbol of'the Church of

_'GQ;L thie &xh of Chras. He refen .
’.h .

hw&} woma ,@hg"‘""uf

Sl ulu fmm‘m';

hed 'S Wu uﬂmg ‘s

Mﬁkrhmaﬂﬂhﬁ“
- "boen popuiat U nsamed. she yei 1§-
mygh

m&!‘md

bia«h ;pd ahﬁ

ﬂwﬁ ;
remember. XY e Ban o Bead
of ke :W s ot forget he
slag wsd  “Husbedids, dove yous

jmnima(wmm:n




'Mlus

. church, and ga\; himself for 15"1/

(Eph 5:25).
. - He sent his epxss.k to the Romans -
bw lhe hand of Phcbe, of whom he
“I pommend unto you Phebe -
our s:.s(gr which is a sfnan{ of the
church . . . rective her .. mssist her

in whatsoever business she hath

need of vou: for she hath been a
“sucéourer of many. .and-of mysell
also. Greeu: Priscilla. gmemwgcd'
first] a Aquﬂa my helpers in¢
Christ Jesus: »30 have for my life
l2id down ‘rhevr own mecks: “unto

whom not only ! give thanks, but

aleo all the ehumﬂes of &he Gm-

tiles” yRom 16:14).
Dams w45 @ good woman. 'Sap-
T2 wis 2 bad womsn \Nmﬂws

b .
hu- zcwﬂd‘ km:r w - VamboaBy - F;u
uu “"\ihc.ﬁ ¥ uﬁ w smmhim

Mmb jwu wu i ;b gv
Lms m hy &wkrr me ;nd‘ } :

Cm-d. i

uﬂmg hmmh?;; M M&t! m
uwn "on ihe cuisand

o iler and . ;.
»hom o Sreativ g)mucd”‘?&ul‘f .
tem)ﬁdoq‘lxmam of e ut-pwu
lmmk\;y he had tn\fnﬁ M
e iyo il Dan’ ¥ S

S Aed oo A u.un;g thai \hus
“womin hater b fousnd preachs

“not on an equal plane wity

there aﬂexamp!; of women pread:

ing. But in the letter to the Philadel- - § &

phian chuireh in the book of .
Revelation, Ggdsays theovercomers,
maleadd female, whoenterHisKing-
dom will be morrhy of sorship. - »
Jausxsthcmmbuoflh: God
family who - has ahays done the '
speakm Gaod the Fathex\k@t:i
permitied Himielf 10, address us 2%
et Dn;s this mean thiat ke Fatheris
the Son?
Decidedly act! (Ofcoyrse;the Father

will always be the Head of the God

familvin terms of adty
i$:27.28; John 14:24.5. . -
‘s\hgmempenm s

Em Bru sefmos o burope 31 P

spp; -nm Be was seml by & e

“mansd i ¥ > e, . preachng By &

Tever ui 8 Tup oA women vshu
aada i WAy el gaiher ht prayei s

zlw s;m" And that B Brst oo e
o he mu,uatm| was Ly&a

!U!ﬂd “ \- -

‘ﬁsﬁﬁcn 6§ﬁ .a eﬁ

st sopalon Wm o

m@f UREtupeing 0 i b .
M\» nwwwu o
Iklﬁtd@nmmmm

'(lm,"fts w14 !!’w wir
t ,ua thc dange
aion For yous

As;ﬂs hceplm

Niﬁémﬁ tng

ﬁnuﬂ yﬁu* :
H‘;oﬁg YT
ot covet
Ips-the 8d-
n«mi




,mmm:

. sstonished that you are so quickly

- thai which we preach

The wortd of j Chrin-
Mﬂyisﬂid“ » -

message taught. by Jesus
Christ and found throughout

Thc apasile Paul ewice wished o
Curse Wpon -any o would
preach another gospel: I
dacﬂmgﬁmwﬁom&dymm&g
grace of Christ and 1eming to a dif- -
Jerewns gospel — not that there is an-
othere gospel, but there are some
who wouble you and wanf 1o pervert

. the gaspel of Christ. But-ever if we,. .
.or ap angel from heaven, should

preach 1o you a gespel ‘contrary to
to you, let him
be accursed. As we have said before, -

" -0 mow I say again, If any one is -
) prcathmswymsgmpclmtmry,
10 that which you received, let him- -

1| dhen thiat which Christ preached are
but what is the brus gnspd_: o F
- Humself TmcChmmm&pm _

: whmdmdﬂampm%hm%caﬁhﬂy 4
- psl of Chriss™ -—Chnsxsmmgaspe!

* with Mark, which ‘is believed by~

“the gospel of the kingdom of God,

| Church — pear the end of the a&m

.y — ih:agcdap@li:hhn&ko
warned of what was taking place

| “Children, it is the last bour; and as ‘vi
i voubhavebedrd that aptichrist is com- i
| ing, S0 now miany amiickniss have -
' come; therefore we know that it is the -
| has1 bowr. qutm&ma&ﬁmabﬁ ‘
“they were ot of us; for if they had |

byen of us, they would have contin-
ved with us; but they westout, thatit
mngh!b:phm ihanheyaﬂmmof
us” (§ John 2:18-19).

. Tobe“antichrist” isto be dgainstor
oppméd'm Christ. Those who pre-
sumptuously presch a gospel other

opposed o Christ. They are in- the
spirit of antichrist! Those who deay
Chnist’s message deny the Messiab

quaw guspelt
But what is thet gospzr’ What is
‘Christ’s metsage for the world? OF

ministry? Remember, it is “The, gos-

message — that Paul said we must
preach.

What the Gospel w’&u The
best place to begin our search is in-
the synoptic Gospel acoounts (Mat-
thew, Mark and Lukce). Let’s begin

io!nhehagéomd‘ﬁed But that

i from the Father was to.p

| ‘pointsin His gospel. .

(Lukc 3 l; (That's wh! this mags-

zine iv pamed The Good News — it )

mcms“‘lb:(}as;zi“") i N
I the Galifean city ech!hs.nda

Jews“‘sp&c 10 them of ihe km;dom

of God .. 7 (L uke 5:11). ‘

) 1 should by now,.that .

/ﬁpé‘@e@ theme of Jesus] Galilean |

minitry was the gospel (pood news)

-was pot confined 1o, Gal«
iiee In- fact, Jesus explained that
the very reason He-had been semt
‘that
message everyshere! Nolice Luke
- 4-43-44: “But he said fo them, I

must preach- the good ncdguaf she -
kingdom of God to the ofts -ciné'es
also; for | WASSENY FOR (1S PUX"
POsE And be was preachidprz fhe

s of Judah.”. -

We havé now’ “firmly - mbﬁm«!
the theme of Chirist’s gospel — the -
ng@m of God. Bt what abou

that Kingdom? Whatis the mature
- of the Kingdom? How did Jesus ap-
prehend- md teach the Kingdom? -
What is the n?. Where is #?
How is it to game? Who will head it
Who willf be its subjects? Jesws
Christ ¢l ated- oo all of ﬂmc

¥ .

mmummmmém

many\to be the carliest written ac-
count of the lifc and teachings of |
Christ. Notice Mask §:14; “Now af-
ter that John was pul m prison.
Jesus canie info Galilee, preaching

|~ the Kingdom of God -

| foundin the Ol ng-mi Al e

1 periods, Dumei- pm-pbantd of ke

csablshmentof a divine Lngom :
“unigue o the Nes Tetament. ll a
highly popular apocalyps sritags -
of ihe pre- acd post-New Tosuiment

" be accursed” (Gal. 1:6-9).

. Paul wrote this in “the nmdoS&‘»
AD., just two decades after the
death asid resurrection of Ctms: In

o twenty short years the message of,
the gospel had become pervented by .
- ‘those who would “make merchsn-

dise™ of the peoplc of God. Christ’s
message -»Christ'sown gospel — was
"being lost in a torrent of word pol!u«
tion.” Falsc apostles and wi
arose cwcrywhm:, cach uymg

" warned the Corinthiags:

. Even’
Satan disguises himscifas an ang,ci of,
light Soit snotstrange ifhisservants
{ministers, KIV] also disguise them--

- selves as servanls ¢f sighteousncss.

Theis end will comespond 1o thew
deeds™ (11 Cor. 11:14-15). '

: -.mmaMh the twi--

of!h« immla:y

 “And- he went zbout alf Galder

dom " (Maie 9.3,

_of the gwmpel of Chnsi: ~Soon afer-

and saying, The time is fulfilfed, and
the kingdom of God is at hand: re-
peni yé, and beeve ibc WJ”
(KIV).

What was. the @:nlrail théme of -
Chnis(’s gaspcl"’ The Amg@n af-.
GM’/ . .

Notice also Mﬁiﬂiﬂi aoooing -

teaching @ theyg synagogucs and
puua.bmg the guspel of 1he King:
dom " (Mat1, 4233, “And Jess wenr
about all the cites abd silnges
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preaching ke gospel. uy‘ tk lmn;
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-mhmupiai seariony. Pt the
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. who.spoke of sebellion. Later. onoe
the ‘Christian Church was well es-
tablished, m,aﬁi rebelisons ﬂjﬂ ukc

e Bn!iba&sgﬂlmgabﬂdofthc
story. When' Jesus began His pubic
- minsty i AD..27, e oocupacd
people “of Judak were yearmiag for -
Liberation from e, Romas heel
‘While. there -were themesis lvs;m
- thie oommudiny who were cofient W0
©° submil- o the occupying forcey,
- . roeny were ool They looked for @
; vkmg&m They tooked for the re-
osublihment of the glones of the
. theawasy @ i had cunicd from
Moo o Samucl. They besrkened
back ﬁm:g«,mfszt@fLﬁM
Carchy” wopids diogs Davad apd Solo-
SRR 3 The' poopie of Iarmel desured.
\ ﬁmmapaam from the eadipmaty &f
bewzg 2 subyugassd - peopic.. They.
o ke reads for 4 poserful Delverer
v ;'twwmmmvﬁmﬁ
Some begas W sease thatffesis .
mught bx Lhat “ﬁﬂﬁﬂ ¢
Lo Evemiboruy mndmpkshém
. Sha pa‘wﬁ' eves afier three and
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© b lachegt ahe wpsrviead disic )
M0 rtally osmpreiead Jo
f:ug prbr 1wl day of f mm
T God expiamed - though Faul that .
“ypuiusl Bmg, arc spurtually dn-
Teermed” (U Cor. 2 14453 Aumnk
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ol uw gnpci mhed Jesas ;l‘le: Hn
resurrecisn “Lord - wull you i ths.

o . . T _7 . ‘!' > "v ' _: q." .
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.| whom He was dosended: “He will ) will coime. and &l the bsly ones with’

| come, and say: “Come, ki & £ wp - lmg&m»hncumtmmnm.
> the mouniain of the Lord ip the | povormee:| onpumaune o - fomoa-
bowse of the God of Jacob: toat be kglt"mk&dﬁﬁmaedh%
‘may teach us bis ways and wr may :mtﬂm(ﬂ:nl#taiullwﬂ' R O
walk in Bis paths” Fam} 'uwmmmm o N
shall go forb the law, and the word. "ﬁtm&w&d’&;lﬁss@ﬁm e @
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dom i ye1 W be esiabished oot mwm:mdabqahm“ v T

-the Church. The Church s the sparv Mnmsmmudmd SR
| twal budy of Chrst 48 Cor 82135 . the “poapeiof Chrea™ Jow gospel - |

“whih exots for ibe Tparpme of | mesmage. Hi waching and preach-
careveng oul -Camis omn Work
wpos. this: casih - Th:gmsp&dm
TChuschare caiod’ "snnls” 8 the
Bedle” We are the chikdresof God | tould quably 10 cwtcr the Kungdom -~}
‘apd oo-heds ek Chiul af mi: i of - Gaond Hnw&b&:wmm S e
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{ mmumm‘uw
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- Kum g&m af Ggﬂ mud !hc a <pnmmll

- Kingdom for transce uting any physi- | ’

“cal kingdom om garth. Matthew
’ uam'ftdwﬂacsumhﬁs!&maudm
" understood” this differénce.- Mark,
Luke and John, ali wsed the term
“kingdom’ of God:™ But Mrmhca
m&mthcsamemwgmq didy -

Jesus’ purables’ congerned - !hs:

* Kungdom. In giving the

_ Christ frequently begas by ‘sayin
“The kingdom- of Heaven miy. ﬁ
compared 10 2” or “The kingdom
- of heaven is like- . ‘.” {{Matiu
- 13:24, 30).-

The parable of &he @r.im of miss:
King-
-dom would- hemn smmﬂﬁ {the,
Mg}img bieginnings mﬂy
Church). and that n\ii
grew. to 6ill.the whole eanb (Mm,
B 3&-323 Thc _'_j“' 3

Mmmmxmg&mmﬂﬂ

tige €xrih? Once |

26:4). -

h‘ejuﬁmﬁnsapauoﬁ’ﬂwW@gé-
of God. R Is 2 comipogent of the .

A “gospel of Chrnt? It i part of His'
T mm@cwﬂbm sulfering workl. ‘
| A Mew Workd Coming. There is bope |
m(hcwla\mimidnswm; ;

ing. A workd of jusiice; peace and

* ey, fos' all. Jesus Chuist, and the | for

saintsmith Him; swill usher in @ mild-
| Jenniem -of hepling
blessings. ﬁ;e Chuich will be ~a
kingdom and priesis to otr God,
and they [we] shall reign on canth” -
(Rew $:10). ﬁmwb@h&wtd&dm
- Christ - uhmug!wm the centurics,
sigee. His asocasion w.the Father |
“camme 4o life, and- mg@e@ . with
Chirisg. whommi ycats chw

- And that rale will | ¥

"and justice

opp essions
T worhd (see Gal:

"y thing of the w&" Ruicial- Prcjwwe

‘will be bistished, SM& and. &
case willl be pﬂmsed ot (Tsa. 35:5-6)
| War vynﬁx give way to famg.md

a}v’hmﬂ aﬂb@gl&, dies
il rqowc Am! Bhossioam; like ik
il ;

: g w yold
hmpuam!s iﬂﬂ in'the maht( £

 lampsiends one e o of ma
dmhqd nﬂh a loog robe: aminnh“

IS CVER BOW

and upiversal |

-salvation {Eph
Cworld W-is &
Hreviitubion b 2

U RIW), 8 the ecly e Sepel.

essage be Wthe

mwmmﬂﬂg‘s?

prepazing-postticas of
rudership.in His etemial Kingdom
those who e 'willing to zo0ept -

“thecall (!ﬁhn B4: i-Sk&med’ 25

itiows have alneady been s
oy “icsus- mf}m Wrm, Trply, 1
S8Y. 80 you, in ke rad workd when T

‘&;S@mdmmmmthhﬁss&oﬂ-
el throae, you who have followed . ~

me jihe taage aposties] will also sit -

om gtwelve thromes, gudgmg the .

&weﬁw mb@ @f lsme'ﬁ (‘Eﬂaaé

Al thirgs (Acts 320,
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I‘élheisls and agnosticathsive ne
as far as 1o clam gpat no’real
. evidence exists outside Jige New Tes-
tament to prove that Jesws of Naza-
reth actually hived and died, and the
- New Testament is. of course. dis-
missed as a pious fraud.-
It i1s trucsthat no record of the
- erucifixion of Jesus has mme down
to us frdm Pilate himself. But other
records have been preserveqg which
mention Jesus of Nazareth. These
* records are non-Christian in origin .
and.-hence; can. be regﬂrdcd as neu-
iral. disinterested. | historical evi-
.dence of Jesus™ life and <crucifition
b\ the Romans. ° _
.Wniting around the end of the -
o ﬁm -centuty A.D., the Roman histo-
“nan Suectonius lells us that in AD.

49 the¢ Emperor Claudius banished

. «all Jews from the city of Rome (an
“madent

“18:2): He expelled the Jews from

Rume. on account of the riots in’

- ‘which thgy were’ constantly indulg-

*.ing. at the instigation of Chrcslus’*
- (Claudjus. 25, 4). R
“Chrestus™ was a common mis-
speHing of the name of Christ.
These motswere. probably a result of

" the recent.armrival in Romé 67 Chtis-

tianity.| which- would have causéd
.- considerable dissention in the Jew-

ish community. there, as it did else-

- e L
n umes past and presefit sginc

also mentioned in Acts

cléar he had no sympalhy for, Chns-
tianity.  Yet for him there was no
question_ that its founder acluallv
lived and was executed by Ponuus

- Pilate while he was procurator evcr

“ 4

Judca several decades earlier. Tacitus -~
was an official Romian historian; he
had access to official court records.
diplomatit correspondence and Ro-
man archives. Aside from his pagap.
anti-Christian bias. his account is
considered a reliable-confirmation of .

~ the N:\»Tcsmnﬂcm story of Christ’s

* where (sec, for example. Acts ¢

21:31): Writing rhany years later,
- Suetonius -doubticss mlsunderslmd

“~the-potice records of the fioting and—

- took 1He name of “Chresms qrefer
lo some individual of that name.

‘A more detailed account of Christ

comes from the Roman historian -

* Tacitus. Writing between A.D. IS 1"

and 117. Tacitus tells us thatin A.D..

death and is a@rmalh .-
.Roman historians are not the oaly
ones whao tell us of Jesus of Naza-
reth. Ancient Jewish traditions pre-.,
served in the Talmud also
apparently’ mention  Him. Jewish

death by crucifixion were mainta#ned

‘among the Jews for several centuries

after thc cventand were finally putin

- A.D. 500: The details in one account
of Jesus' death are garbled — the

64 the emperor Nero tried to blame -.passage comes fromi a rabbinical de-
" the disastrous fire in Rome on the -~ bate on criminal proc:dura (Sanhc-\ munity the Jews were cxpellcd from

Christians. Tacitus then 5'0n 10,
_descrabe these Chyristians: ™ ey gol
" their name from Christ, who was
~executed by sgntence of the pro-
“curator- Pontiug Pilate in the réiga of
TiBerius. Thn checked thé per-

nicious supergtition for a short tithe.’
~ but 1t broke out afresh — notonly in .

Judea, where the plague first arose,

but ir Rome itself,” where all the

horribie apd shaheful things iff the

world collect and find a home™ (An- .

nals XV 44\
"From Tacitus’ ‘comments it

GQ(DNEWS Nc;vunbxim

drin 43A). . '

~ Another accofit of Jesus is found
in the wriungs of the famous Jewish
histonian Flavius Joscphus of ‘the
st century A D Howcvc( “Histo-
rians’ feel that the passage. was later
altered- by a Christian scribe. to
make Josephus say that Jesus was
. possibly the Messiah — somclhmg
Josephus. a plous va« would never
have admitied. - :

b

However, one Jevush scholar has

reconstructed the -passage as fol-
lows “Now, 'ther; was about this .

ume Jeuu 4 'Wise (nam. for he was a
doer of wondcrfui,wom a teacher
of such, men as’receive the trith
with pleasuse. He deew over 10 him

Sbhth many cl'lh;;.kwi agd many of .

the Gentiles.
the ;u;gguon by
among us, had condd ;
.the cross, 'lhmc that loved him 4;
frst ccased not 50 to do; and the
race of Chnsuang, s0 nameG from
him are -pot extinct even now™
(Klausner. -
pp. $5-56).
Josephus also mentions Jesus
“bricfly in another passage which
scholars feel 1s quite genuine; “He
[Annas) convened a judicial n
‘of_the Sanhednn and brou bc-
“fore 1t the. brothér of Jesus the 50~
called Chnist - lames by name —
and some others. whom he-charg

wheuA

ed
with breaking the law and handed-
over' to be stoned to dcalh" (Antig-

" wities, xx. 200).

- Many other aécoyms
" fragmentary. havé co c‘down. o us
"besides the ones thal are quoted
here. These documents so. gorrobo-
rate the New Testament record that
Professor Klausaer stated: “If we
_ possessed them alone. we should
know mothing except that'in Judaea

moslly

there had existed a Jew named Jesus

who was called the Christ, the

- ‘Anointed’: that he performed mira- °

des and taught the people; that he’
was killed by Pontius Pilate at the

" instigation of the Jews; that he had L
~schiolarsagree that uaditions of Jesus* &~ brother mamed - James, ‘who, wag """

put to death by the High Priest

Annas, the son of Arinas. that owing -

.o Jesus there arose a special

written form 1 the Talmud sbout , knewn ws Christians; that a cogmu-

nity belonging tothis sect exisod
Rome fifty. ycars after the birth d:
. Jesus. and that because of this com-

Rome;" and, finally. that from the
..time of Néfo, the sect greatly in-
“creased. regarded Jesus as virtually
divine. and ‘underwent severe pér-

Jesus of Na:zareth. .

¥

\

~seculion™ (Jesis of Nazareth, p. 52).
The unporum& of Jesus Christ’s

life and death is recorded in the

" New Talamcm Yei for those who
do not accept the New Testament as
accural hlsloxy other records have

'beeh preserved which clearly show

‘that the human life of Jesus Christ
was fact - not fiction -

‘Scon Rockhold







he mﬂnence of the Ambassa-
dor " loternational Cultural,
Foundation continucs to grow

thmu;h solid. recognized accom- -

Aments in the worlds of culture, .
mlemuonal education. sociological
" and scientific’investigation. publish-

m::man development. humani-

u:mma etc. Wewmldhke-
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of AICF as well as a clear statement
. ofi its underlying d:»)eca\et -
bassador International Cultunl :

Foum‘hnon is ded;qled to, serving

mankind.’ Our concern is for people

— helping them to realize and fulfil
their individual and collective po-

-RUTNErous - Immm
e‘lmul and educational projects,

programs and institutions through-
oul.the world.

There are two f'u'ndamenul ocon-

cepts underlying all goaks and agtiv- ‘

#ties of the Foundation:
1) That*man is a unique being.

:posemngvast mental. moral and

spiritual potentials, — - the devel-




from m:haeoiopal enanmns w
parks for children.

Thc:copeoflhcl:omdatms.

very broad. and the possibilities are
all but limitless. AICF looks 10 the

future with great antiipation _as’

more arid more people demonstrale
their concern by joining hands with
us in the service of maskind.

How did it all begin? There is--
only one place to start — with
. Founder Herbert W. Ammstrong’s

visionary undm-dm;ofthcm--

jestic capacity of the human mind -
and the transcendent purpose of
human lfe.

Basing hxsooocq:mnofmnm
tirely on the Bible. Mr. Armstrong
has long taught that culture in gen-
eral. and the performing and liter-’
ary arts in specific. are among the

meﬂuoﬂhehnmnmndvhﬂ\m

" turn-glorifies-the-God who created - _Among_the fifst were the_

it Mr. Armstrong has emphasized,
again fully basing his view on bibli- -
alunduuandm;.mnmuena
“spinit in man” which the Creaior
designed 10 transform the purely
mmhmbmmmlothemg-
ensible human’

mind. Wlnk ‘rejecting the tradi-
tional
mmonabtyofthesoul.ur *Arm-,
strong -focuses upon this spirir in
mnlhemlkcywundcmnd»

it is indeed the . spiril-in-man
which forhis the -

albusfovallofthed:vaumm - two couatrics). Other mm we

nesonhemhmdorlnmxmd
Cultural Foundation.

Hahpaalembmm
ten years ago, Mr. Anmstroag began
wudﬂhwduu.m

"and 10 discuss the
‘fronting mankind cvery'hete

‘own overall

dounna)lm.

-min-and- his-purpose- AS.-3-TO—

-

the world 10 bring his > DRes-
sage about man and his tal
con-

ﬁaencuvmahvemmhmd
and today ‘Mr. Ammong is well
known in some of the circles
throughout Asia, Afria and

- ‘Middle East, and increasingly so in
_Europe. Ceatral and South Amer-
ica. ) :

'-helpmvlisnknmlobomn

host country and Mr. A:m;&
understanding of man
which would help peopie

_+ projects
lobelpmcmsdve&Comeqauﬂy

t endeavors were undortaken

_ological excavations nnheTem'*
Mowunt in Jerusalem in

with Hebrew Usiiversity and the_
Isracl Exploration Society. (Our -
mtuuon:thomdyspumwed&l
most significant investigation since
its inception in 1968.) .

excavations in Babylon in coopers-

" tion with UCLA, the University of
" Turin and the gbvernment of lraq,

and a jolm Japnaevlsrwh archac.

umﬂmbﬂmb‘

mpumnpmn;n inclede anthro-

eandmdby'

h@immymﬁm&umd'

ly. it
eilll. the incre
. or the

-

i

of both countries. a iechnical school

in Kewya at the request of Prime
Minister Jomo Keayata; culwral-
educational projects with ihe Shah

.of lran; a cross-cultural educationat -
¢ io Jerusalem .

"(the International Cultural Center

for Youth), woridwide fund ramag -

_for basdicapped children (in Lon-

don. Monic Carlo. et ); the Workd
wildlife Association "and many
more smllar acuvities.

Hesbert Armswrong has received
many awards for these cfforts, in-
duding the Medal of Jerusalem and

"decorations from Emperor Hirohito

of Japan and King Husseid of Jor-
dan_ All of these projects and acuvi-
tes. though diverse in scope. focus
on the same t — dxscmenng.
mh.nng:ndlmptosmg man’s po-

the \lroddmdeChm:hol‘Godmd
its liberal ars oliege. Ambassador
College, Mr. Armstrong was com- '
pleting his twenty-year dream’ of
building what is acclaimed to be one -

oflbcﬁnemaudnonumsofluhnd S

in the world. Serving multiple func:
tions, the Auditoriutn is pnmanly
utilized by the College for forums,
assemblics and classes. Next. it s

archae- _used cvery Sabbath for scnmesN

the “headquarters con uon of.
the Worldwide Cbun:h'or God. Fi-
it is a m t concert
renowned cen- .
pefmamptuenwd

te the pianacle of man’s

ter fi
by AICF. Agaisiithe, focus s sharp:
w0 celg

hiew '- ts educationally. spiritu-

— College. Church, .

Armm;s bobhcal undemmdm;f- -
,of‘theqnmnmaﬁhumpo—

, hMﬁlWS&cAmbnu

Cultural Founda

of the culural, hymani-
charitable and cducational

p " ™
e -Leopold 11l Foundation;  activities heresofore initiated by Mr.

mobile schools to educate.

lnounmlpcoﬁ"

llc Worldwide




independent o' both the Chardh
and the Collcge and » a08-
sectanan in nature It ¢ .ﬂy

fully commitec-tc empipasizing all

activiies wh Ty properly represest,
démonsiraieysnd enhance human-
T ouw's spmmlflk»kmnl n all formis
of humar: acuvely.’ :
Doing Good Werks. Gamner Ted -
Armsucng has lomg- amphasized. )
that the Bible instructs us to take ) ‘ l-admmnﬂou&n,o-m'
are cf those less fortunate thas ‘ . wgmifican: pyoject is ahout w0 be’
ourselves. *The Foundation enables - R 2 launcted:“ap exciting new publica-
the Church 1o do its “good works™ * = . nothmlﬂdeqnedwmha>“
eflectively and efSaently — in a com- llple. peth‘s ‘the weorld's hoﬂ = enlal stalement about”
plclclvnonsbcnmn_semhrm— traveled and celebrated danceis. ] i
thereby cauging 11s hight to shine be-  10ld Mayor Teddy Kollek afler
* fore all men evervwhere. By seeing - lem that Ambassador. is th
the Church’s ~good works™ ““‘“'Eh © place — with ‘the finest peoplc -
the Founflation. all may recognizethe  they bive ever.seen. And o the
. Creaor God behind 1tall. . "~ Foundauog’s rc-puunon grows —
Through its Extension Center. tre  with the upcoming second sezsoi 0
Foundanon further. extends its ca-  highfight Msuslav Rostre
N pacity 10 belp peopic. With “hurnan  Beverly Silks, Lazar Berman, the
" development™ as us keynoty,. 2 Rome Piccolo Opera. and thé Phila-
. coordinated pfogram of seminggs,  delphia. Tokyo. Poisd National
cassette courses and a ~Sy - and Uuh Symphogy Orchestras
‘Living™ néwslelter is enabling indi- * Future plans inciude special cul-  timue 10 be substantially clévated. Bt .
viduals 10 help themselves in all as-  tural/edicational comcerts 10 bé  was mos our objective. it is mol our -
pects of their iives. Pilot chapters of telecast (pmhlbly in 1978) mation- objective: but it is :hct_ nhn hap-
the AICF in Milwaukce; Scattle agd . wide from Ambassador Audjtorium - penod — atd we now. .
_Washington. D.C. are engaged in  — waderwritien in full by a° myjor - Belng g Light. L5 Matthew s 14-16,
‘local aciivikies aiding the blind, mnommmn Chirist said: “Ye ar¢dhe h;hlongt
cuippled children. the elderly. etc. & E\ubmmumnunmngdme world. A-city. that.is set on-an- Kill .
. Wido Recognition. In the shoy o conduct al! thé activities of the . cannot be hid. Nellhetdomenhﬂ
- peénod of Time ithe Ambassadar By-  Foundation wiho6T publicly pro-a ‘capdle. ind purit undér a bushel,
ternational Cultural Foundation bas lnoungtheCBun:h The AICF seeks  but on s candlestick;-and it pve!l
existed. its worldwide impact Bas 0 atiain its objectives by: 1) in- ' hight unio all that are in the houséi
been gratifying. Iis inaugural cop- . diractly demonﬂnung rdedmg Léet your light o shine before inea,
cert scason in Pasadena festured a . the transcendent spirttual nature of .that they afiy see your good works,
nwmber of distinguishéd per. man. and 2) fulfiling the bidblical and glorify your FM-M uh g
. formers. As a result of the concerts. injlinction 10 do good:works.and  heaven” -
the Auditorium and College bave ~ help others. (All this with a- total “Being 8 “fight 0 the world.” o
' * - achicved ‘intermational _recognition  commitment of Barely free Mr. Artastrong haé taught, does nef .
' andattenbion. of the Church’s budget. Do ut«mptudymg—typemmyot
Each anist. as well as esch mem- ~ However. the medid. ‘move at- i ‘sny way cvea pm-nlgntmg
ber of the audience. has become a - tracted by Illc ledam-s-pm» ehud!doem-ﬂollae
| . beacon in their own righ. telling _grams and i ~
T others nd wide about Ambassa- it ever has bees By ﬁe
dor Auditorium, AICF and the Am- ' itional.
_‘bassador College .campys. The.
publlc awareness of all our in-
* stitutions — Church and College as
well as Foundation — has sky. -
rocketed in the past 18 mouths pelredmlcadmgpuhlium
l.ully nnnonaliy :nd nlér- .




' .‘nu g;ospd of safnﬁon Yy qot

oudy complex. It is so v
simple, in fact, that any ra-;

. thonal mlnd canundersiand i&*

« essenbal principles. But sante- -

. -times the Bible is deeper than
< It appears at first glance:" much

clear, significant mnning, in- .

mearing, was s
This is shows

A‘c;mmg m ca; mch ‘of z,hofdoor

grabaslhc

"and sl\i’xs on: thcmfccx 10 &ha.:sc H;m B

hould ble fice: MNone, that W8

P
““the Passov:r mslmcm)ns n Exodm_

12
. Shortly. bcfc»m J«asns had d:mon~

cidentally and ‘addmonahy .

cwne da&heddhrim - and their Mmdﬂuconwntojxopcﬂ fulnll
proving the uisfoncc and au-" . £ gh, k

can! g'wouid certaialy havc been ~ prophrcy: “And-he saill te them,

thorship of God, lies hidden *
#from many. F s

" by Lawson C.Briggs

‘citra Kah

- hinﬁ—ﬁvc centuries ago in Pha- :
T . raoh’s -Egypt. God injected

uwito human culture the mes-
sage of salvation through thic blood .

of Jesus Christ. Fificen centuries bg—g_‘.
fore Christ! But the, teuth about sale

vation and grace, m'calcd in the
© types and events of that

over, was not fully oomprcincndcd

for the full span of those fificen cen-
" turies — and has been almost uni-
. versally forgotten, it would scem.
_ the last iwenty.

records these words of God: “In thid
manner you shall eat it:-your loins™
" girded, your sanduls om yoiir. feet, .
and )mﬁ'slaﬂ in vour hand: and you

shall €at it ix haste. It is the Lord's .

‘passovcr' [Fag - 1
through ... "™

- This verse has been a |
" many. Many have assumed it-10

.-:iu pass

first Pass- -

lem 10

mo!fman' . Livtde mcr w:lﬁ’ a ﬁvcc

B’ﬁlmiscmr H Gaster -

’ol’ purity. no fermentation .
hiwing éntered into falb or bread
(Fésunals of the Jewish Year, p. 33).

"But.this really docsn’t answer the' .

- quéstion, especially - concerming lllcl
+staves, the sandals, the clothing.
ﬁoanlng of Sysnbots. What we must
*‘réalize is thal: the wholé ritual was
demgncd in the beginning by God,
.t picture . the atoning $ac of
lhs Son. When we ﬂghd) apply the
gmbok. Stheir true lqamns should

inab whiih came 10 takz Thim 1o His

" trial apd crucifixion, J=sus idhmedi-

Titely said: “But all this has taken
place, that the scriptures of the
prophets might be fulfilled” (Matt.
. 26236} What ‘prophets? Moses. who

" wrote™1he book of Exodus, was a

though moge lhnu a -
What -
prophecy . was  being, fulfitied as |

pmphcl

prophet (scc Deut. 18:18).

tdiibc msmscilgn s;m-

shat cating “in haste” wasa *

Wbcnlscu)ououlmlp no;&wuor

bag or sandak, did you lack any-
thing” They said“Nothing.” He said
*"'to them. ‘But pow, let him whe has a

aurse take it and hk;ilmbag And:

‘im who has no sword Sell’ has
mantle and buy one. For ! - you
) lhnl.lnsscnpm'm[lsa 33: l"‘imualbs
fulfilied in me, “And he was reckoncd
with transgressors™; for what is writ-
ten about me hasits fulfillment” Aad

- they said. “Look. Lord, hire age two

swords® And he said to lh:m; It s
caough” "4Luke 22:35-38). ; -

“Why Sworde? Was there’ rulls a

need, prophctically, for swords?

.'How could two be enough? And was

Chnst actually “reckoned with the

give the answer: “There came a
crowd, and the man galled Jufas,

appear. .
.nsHuctmg—the—tnenm—hmehm A tb.r. midmahhappr‘ach-of ﬁk-—mmyasonfﬂ——\’m —47—and—on—
about .the Passover, Exodus 12: H™

ouc of the twelve. was leading them. -

He drew near toJesus 10 kiss him:

byl Jesus said 10 himi;<Judas, would

. you belray'the Son of mag with 4

Kiss” And when those who were-.

about him saw what would follow,

they siid. “Lord, shall we strike wath .

the sword?" And one of thém |Petes

mean that the Israchtes were to be " Jeésus: spoke? The werses -immedi- " — sec -John 18:10-11) struck the
‘tudv 10 desert their horfies, at any altly preceding cxplain: “While he - slave of the high priest and cut off
~instenl; ~eveny while-theyate-But not —-was: su!l“spukm‘; ~Judas came; one ~his=right—ear—But-Jesus—said-No——
. s0. For God had already said that, of the tweive, and with him 2 more of this!” [ths much. was sul-3 " !
He would pass gh “aboul hid-  ‘cowd wuh swords and clubs ;m Gcicnt ~ * for  _that  piophecy’s
night” (Ex. 11:4). and He continued _ ‘fayes) “:~.. “But how then. [clse] ‘sake]....and Bealed him™ (see alscr
to instruct: “mone’of you shall gp  should lhc scripture be fulfilled. that  Mark’ 14:4348).
" .out of the door of his house unii] rhe it must be 30" At that bour Jesus “Then Jesus said- o thc “chic?
monmlg (Ex 12:22). . nld 10, the crowds, “Have yoo come  priedts and officers of lhe wmpl..
- * Make no mistake, the iosiguciion .putas “agajnst 3 robber. with notdi “and ‘ciders. who had bs&c out

was o bc obscned htcnﬂy but its

and chébs w aplurc me? -

q;mnsl hm ‘Have you come out-as

‘ :DUD ’n”s/mm lﬁ‘GJ o




T kmxy

agamsxxmbber ummm.

- cdubs™ ™ Here masihe b with the
“staves. (A stafl. in &ssence. is a sk
fofwood l'mwbc;lwalxmgstda
weapen of cffefse or
_defense. Hmcx:}okn 18:3 speaks of

 the med Laviog Leatefos mcifcs .

‘and-u'wu) o« - -

.. " "Whien I was nnh&eu;hy after

.- day m'the tempic. you dic ot lay
“hands-on me, But this i your bour.

and g powei of durkness.” ™ What

“ithe hour of e death angel that
power “ofi darknesSVhimself, whe
. caused the death of all the firstborn

~in_Egypt except moac where the

Bémal also “was:. prowcung those -

who had the siga f:ﬂh:\abipod, -
This was the- hour and the situ-

ation pictured ut Pissover even

.today by the Samarnitans.on Mount,

7 *» was that bour? “About mhidaight” —

Gerzim. They kill theur Passover

. lamb &t the precise igstans of sunset.
but do not actually &at till after mid-
night and in great Aasie (Iater-
preter’s Dictionary of the Bible. vol.
3. pp- 665. 666).

There it the gndcn of Gclhsc-
mumms_lhc.

T

nn(ummzmtligy;m
killed - Jesus Christ- — just as they
-killéd the “Passower lamb whose
biood they put.on the doorposts 10

S}mbl}hlc the bicad ()!"Chusl_Thc
mob was the Gentiles, who have

never kept the Passover, and those
who have never yet heard the name
~of Jesus. They killed Christ The
mobwnus.allm’mnhnd’ L

* The blood of Jesus, our Passover
Lamb. the very life of the man who

~was also God, the man who-was .

periect'the min who never sinned,

- was sufficient - for all times, to.re-

N | - L2

The blood of Jesus, our
Passover Lamb, the very
life of the man who
was also God, the man
who was ped-ct,
the man who never sinned,
was sufficlent for all times,
fo redasam all generations.

Nmﬂrhum}m-ﬁy”
Christ had to dac from -a spear.
wound rather than having His legs:

broken iike the thieves which were

crucified with Him (John 19'31~31’), ~
(Fur further information: oo this
. point, write for our frée article “Dnd
» Christ Dic of a Broken Hean™) -
-fiesh, on the analogy of what would
occur if the Passover animal’s en-
trails were removed, but neither

- €hrist nor lamb ‘wexo allowed 1o be -
cut apart. Then what was done with:
any afnount of the Passover sacrifice -

-which- might be left over? The
blood,

of doursc, was pourcd out

n;htatﬁm.ltmnmula.h'
_ represented payment for sin . The
body of the lamb, however, was
consumoed. representing an-intake of
Jesus Christ Himself into the Chris-
tiao. resulting in a beoomm;dum
fer-wise like<Hlim. But a deadline
was sct go this physical intake, illus-
lnlm; the spifitual fact that there is
m& a iimc when 4his opportu-

1aking in Christ's nature will

DO lonsc; bc available to mankind. -

llwnllendwuh:hchkzol’ﬁmlia'

— a haste-10 get nd of . lhe unwel-

_come propher lJesus before the
people who hecard Him' gladly

should kpow what was Iuppcmn& R

- (Mart 12:37; 14:2). Their hasté con-
tinued until they had-cdhdemaed

. Him to death-and cocroed Pontius
Piiate 1nte wmndmg ‘the sentence
and carrying out the execution.

ho Killed Cheiet? But .why should
“the lsﬂclllcs who were being swcn
God's prou;cuon from.death, sym-

‘ e 2 Olize- thE - mob.-.who-were- puumg

Chnst. lB death? The ahswer to this
‘B the mwr wthe gucstion, “Who

.really Lilled Jesus' Christ?™ We —

~ sinful human beings
we. killed ‘ Jesus €hnsl
‘forced Him to suffer and dic, 10
‘make it gos ible for us 1o enler into
¢ 'uﬂ) was stubbomn,

Our sins -

* deem all gencratons. It s more

than suffiGient. with plenty left over.
The same s true of His body. Notice
further some vitdd facts of the

of Christ-which were pictured by the
body of, the Passover lamb and
shown in the rules for the Passover.
Body of ‘he Lamb. Firsi of ail. of
course, the budy of a lamb to repre-
sent Christhad to be perfect, with-

auLbkumh {Ex_.12:5) Then lsrael: -

was lold ‘(verse 9): “Do not cat any

of it raw or boled with waiter, but +q
roasted, nshcadwuhuslcpandus t

inner pants. " The body of the lamb
pictunng Jesus was not do be dis- .
mcmbcmdnuoubdowurmbahng
i lufpctnollbcne— n lamb or -
Christ — lumbebmktn(\m“

4

- read Exodus 12:10: “And you shall
‘let none of it remain until the morn-

;ng, anything that rcnums unul tbc

ing-of that the plan of God for the -
salvation, sancufication asd ideatr

- icatioa of mankind ‘nh God inll
b¢ complete.




 UVESTION: “}M you forgive

somecne for somelhing

) aartul, how do you forget

© W2 Or die forgiving and forgel-
ting the samwe thing?™ :
Irnndh:.ﬂoyiﬂh
mm

"MSWER “Forgive and fm~ )

et ©-an old saving we

_have all beard. but it-1s not

found in the Bible.
taught that if our brother wrengs us
and repents, we are to forgive him
{even if this

. seven tmes! —
. He did not require that we forget In

.miny cases, forgetiing what our -
nmg,hbmhndootmm‘ouldbe'

humanly l-posublc ahhough
. wdeally that is what we should strive

w0 do- (Buta[icm\omnpkldv—

forge1. the very keast we can do B 0
. mever mention the offense again or

hoidua;nmnthcpasonmuy'

way.)

God. in conirast has the power
phriectly forget. our sins once we
~ have mp(cﬁsd {Isa. 43:25). But even

forgave the |
and g.uuunchs of old. hc suﬂ

aliowed their- sins 10 bel recorded”’

‘and remembered in the Bible,as an
" exampile 1o others {1 Cor. 10:119.

Q: “in ihe article on human po- -

Whyle Christ

Matthew 18:21-22),

_afé pleansres for - cvermoee™

l6ll KJV). If we were 10 f0-
mll) “forger what.we had suffered.
there-would be no pomt ia going
- 1hrough sach triak “a the first place ™
But God promuscs that in His King-
dom He will ~“wipc away ovay

m;._s,,mmcfamgr‘hmg,imui
- have paswed 2wy {Rev, 21041

.Q: ~Why would Tiwist admonish
the ialthiul 10 pray,
into tempiation?. {(Matt. €13 it
would seem Mat God would
mMMam
sway from good: Since God is
. always rigitecus and perfect and
¢ xnows us well, would this scrip-
m mean “that Gﬁ s m

EMT&:

®. A.Godlnswtupmu-oddandm
lemplations a5 2 training ground for
the ifY w0 ocme. The tnals we are -
'faced with By us AN OPPOTIURIY 1D .

C.ltm 0

develop the gpc of .godiy-character
,that we” will need as memBers of
‘God's lknngdom hmcs 1:13-15
rcads: “Let no onc say when he i s
,tempted. 1 am aempied by God':
l'orGouunnotbclcﬂpwd withevil. |
-and hie bimself ‘empls no.one: bet
cach pcpson i lempied when he i

Sontial, ¥ _sislee: The physical.  hured and enticed by his own des

..and death shall e no vxeyenl

“ead us not -/ -

.‘..;,'.5‘;-

moral xgency and- a

lm&hlcchulyﬂumsuuhyu
i5- not wiomg W eat Theat that w
- tender and well-marblsd. fn Chost's
parabic of the prodipal som. the
father killed 2 “fatied cail” ko ccfe-

his soa’s muq“.mk 135:23).
mkind of fai”whxch s 10 be
avoided s the type that, can be cas--

__ily cut off before ot afier cookng

MMMNM“ l’hcndmmwl:tnnhnsmocﬁved demwymgnmthu

‘was. in the body breccrves the
. form, the shape, e mesory and

_That in the resurreciion our daas
ones wil romembaer the iorrible

‘pain an@ suficring . they endurcd

just belore dosth end during tholr

llui-os?l--\xhubmr

MM”
W
Weulischa, Wicconein

gives bunh 1o sin; and sin when it &
full-grown bnags forth death.” ln
“light-of this scripture. we can com-
clude. that Matthew 6:13 means that
¥ are 10 ask God 1o keep us from
stuations wherk we will be tried se-
vegcly. God, bowever, _promises tha
we will dever be 123168 beyond our
strengih (1 Cor 10-13). U
Q: “N s person were begilzed

C A Those who sre’résarmected as 4 un, i

montal spint beings will, Uke God., -

" have perfect memoncs. But the
memory of our past hife will aot be
p-mfnllem:llmlf‘lamedobe-

thn%ﬁ1 -ﬁhthewlemd"

v (Heb P :8) C is oot mcw sulfcr-

hguten’lhddm:l’nha

6 the key W &
ncsofun(hasl)l. 3!91".
person. 5 bapiited without drst ve-

mmhuwﬂmn

‘Di\nd'mlc:" AL ‘(#Pl‘

this fcam of saturated fat probably -

contribuits 10 arculatory diseases

and vther heaith prabiems The bet-
ser grades of ground beef 18 parcu-

lar do sot conlwn’ a signuficani -

nnoumol’l' o cookod and dramned
— only . udnnontwwldpa
from unng 3 -d)-mubicd <t of
meat.

Q: “A man wes hlung o me

__moot_ol Rlo_os

" Bisle, John %2 my Tve .

what el dose mesn. How

.onuld hé mon cin bslore his .

mmhmmm?
Flaan-phh. .

“

~
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A: John $:1-2 reads: ©
by. he saw a man bliad from ‘his
birth. And his disciples asked him,
‘Rabbi. who sinned. this maz or bis
““'E’I‘L 1that he was 5\“': h“&g'}”
Yeur friend apparently infers from
tyre that pecple can sin be-
fﬂ’e 11':6)‘ are bomn. reascning that
he blind man would have had fo
baw sinned before he was bam ia
order to be penalized at birth. |

This kind Qf reasoning gogs -
tally against the thrust of the resi of
the Bible. T
lined in tife Scriptures. makes no
allowance
series of lives brfos
into some.sort of Nirvana oF para-
dise. The Bible shows that pféple
have no consciousness before their
present life. and none after death
unti they are resurrected and given
either eternal life or death. (For

“more on this subject. request our
free booklet Do You Have an Im-
morial Soul? and the reprint article
“If You Die. Will You Live
Again?’)

Notice also that Christ answered
His disciples in the negative: “It was
not that this man sinned. or his par-
ents. but that the works of God
might be made manifest in him”

" (John 9:3). In other words. this was
a situation planned or allowed to
occur by God-in order to make

u..)}»

admitted

of Ged. as out-

men tb pass through a-

. once a@aiﬁ T’"s

known to the “(}ﬁd that Jesus Chnist -

was His Son.

Q: “What does Peter mean when

he states that the gospel was

preached 0 ‘dead men'- (Greek),
. that they ‘might be judged. . . In

the flesh, bul live...in the

»'ml?’[ N .-

Richolas M.,
Mt. Zion, West Vlminla

_A: | Peter 4:5-6 reads: “But they
“will give account to him who is

ready to judge the living and the.

dead. For this is why the gospel was

moug.h Judged 2 the flesh like med.
. they might Livé in the spirit like
God.” This scriptur is referring 1o
-peaple who are now dead. but had
ihe gospel preached to them iwhife

" cthey were alive. The context (verse 5).

. GOOD NEWS November. 1978

r

. preached even to the dead. that -

w" ich refers 'f‘ God judging “the
living and the dead,” rezer to the
time of the resurrection when those
who ase now dead will be made alive
is ‘%*e mi\ :

pyes _"? "’eé C?“G“ 1
Goc cf the dead. but of the living: ‘c’
1] ive unio him™ (Luke 20:38, KJ‘«“
FG-? a more thorough explanation of
life afler death. write for cur free
booklets entitled After Deatk — Tren
What? Do You Have an Immorial
Soui? and the free reprint “What Wil

Yqu Be Like in the Resurrection””

Q: “About your article on_ hirth
control, God never says to worry
about material things {education,

population, food supplles). Why

are you worried about them? lf you
had faith the size of.a mustard
seed, all would en care of.
What is imposkible with men to
so!ve is possible with God.”
Walter M.,
Fairbanks, Alaska
A: God does require that Christians
exercise faith. He also does rot want
us to take amy  “anrxious.thought”
about material -things (Maut. 6:25-
34). (See several miodern trans-
fations of verse 23. [t is not properly

. transiaféd in the King James Ver-

sion.) But Ged also expects us to be
responsibie stewards of whatever He
gives as (Matr. 25:14-30; Luke
19:11-27) — including the ability to
procreale. or not procreate if the sit-
uation warrants it. The apostle Paul

recognized thai there comld be un-

usual times when it would even be

unwise to marry (see I Cor. 7: 16)
“To quote another statement fmm]

the Bible: “Faith withow works is'

dead” (James 2:26, KJV). We are .

not to tempt God (Matt. 4:6-7) by
placing ourselves in jeopardy if it is
1A our power (o control certain areas
of our lives. in the same way, God
wll not bless and protect us if we
flagrantly violate principles of wis-
dom and commoa sense. God does
not expect us 1o have more children

than ,we can reasonably expect id’
support and nurture properly. The *

means are a&aﬂab!e by Bluch Al:

iy ous Gamilie
Jiepit aur fam
can Lmil our famiuiss,

‘not avail uLTSCACB cf.&::m v=e

-

N

ol
o

2l us c‘.x ¢f S our s.rzo mfced
dicamen ’
Q: “i Daww Jon Hills srticle,
‘What the World Needs s Hepe,’
il was sialed tha! God plans to
expand His famlly for elernity by
adding sons and daughters. Will
God do this by spiritual creation

. @s He crested the angels, or is

this given for us to know (I-Cor.
2:9)7” '
) Smy w*u
Bumns, Oregon

A: The corcept that God will con-
tinue o expatd His family for eter- ~
nity is a very logical inference
drawn from lsaiah 9:7. a prophecy
of Christ which states: “Of the ig-
crease of his goverrupeni and of
peace there will be no erd. .

‘Somé have specuiated that when
each of us are immortal spirit
beings. sons of Ged in His family.’
we will have a part 1 extending -
God’s Kingdom throughout the uni-
verse. Perhaps God will create other
“human beings on other pianets in
the universe who will then be af-
forded an opportunity 1o bccome
members of God's family as we .
were. Detdiled specifics abaut the
next life are {éw and far between in-
the Bible, but we are promised: -

$3

<o .. 1 make all things new” (Rev.

2! 3).. -
Q: “Should a Cheistisn drink col-
fee or tea?” A
Rory D.,
Feiton, Georgia

A: Coffec is a mild stimulant which
is usually not harmful if used mod-
erately. "Most people can tolerate

and enjoy it with no harmful effects.
However, some people find that

even & seiatt - amouEt IS HET-

vousness, and they would probably
be beiter off not to drink it at
all. The samg principle appixes '
toiea. .

For more on the suh‘;eﬂ of pay- -
cﬁmaﬂn& subsiances like coffee, tea,
chocolate, wine, whiskey. and o
‘forth, yequest our new booklet The
Bikmma @I’ Dmg_ﬁ, ) .o L
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memmmm.ﬂ&
> doomsday holocanst — mewer
memm'hmmmm}
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the book of Revel
our senies of bocklets on the Four

Honemen of the Apocslipse The .

Red Horse War, The Whie Hor
False Re gion, Tie Pale Horse Dus
ease E p:vdmm},' The Biach Horse
Famune ) . »

Cause fer-Egery Effact In prinaiple
these prophgoies are desenbing the
end resall of 2 cause-andeiffect rela-
nonship thal has been at woth for
mest of man’s KEOaT RSO 204, 28
) 2 fulurestie cuthne of

Ca

iJe brings blessilgs

INES 518

H

|

nes thal Rase fed them down
primress palh 1oward war. ower-
populatron. political wphesa
resource depletion. much of this fu.
twre agomy could be avorded That
fhe cemiral theme behind the mes-
‘tae of the goud news of 1he Kmg-
“gom of God :

That was Chnel's hope for His:
fellow countrgmen when He wure-

lessly went from ity 1o ¢ty in frst-
centun Palestiie _Hus attivde was
eapreased in Matthew  23:37-38
ahen He lamented over thg unre-
penlanisiale of Jerusalem “O Jeru-
salem ~Jerusalem. hilhigyp the
prophets and aho 21e
zenl to you’ How oflen would 1 hise
gathered yvour dhildren wgether as 2
hen gathers her brood under heoo
w1l Behold.
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Had that nu
repenied they

and

halg

e have

£ !

.A.
v [
L3

g

4
o

3

cfcur sozztn.
Big business would b

But mnest

and ther
hope of salvayon e
mental msntwl
“tems. o stochpales

ness the men of

1 bock of Aels revords

- hsart and sacd 1o
oof the 4
Poae do?

1\' ‘Wepent. and be bapl
of yeu n the ndme
i for the ,‘u’guw o
i 41l reve

©oAnd he

0lksT wulds

The

GOUD REWS

1ots would require radecal

of their shopaom ghilosop

acknowledgement of @

leaders thal

{ heard this they were vl b

L
w ol

N
feomie

wZalien Ol §3&r-gIo =N

of all. 1 would 1akc

1

brnehis

L degasla-
¥ -

DEN. DElions.
thesr
ool im gusCIn
SCOTMITMIC b3 -
: W nfyggnul
wn ihe Creator God of The udivelse
and His Sen Jesws Thrwy I

"

vuld
Lake '&{'ms same Jdegree of rospunsiie-
4 demonsosied
| when the apostle Peler praoche

W Ben 1hes

the

e Tosl

it e o]



" Review:
 ebeying God because it paid kim to
© dp so. Remove the profit motive,

. wrn 10 blasphkemy. God allowed

" rany such mmmﬂwg -

‘didn’t kave all the facis, and wha
- faces thev aid have-were gmm’v -

. 1 ‘ .,

"logiral ideas obowt God.anmd

© thes for misrepresenting Hiw, mot 1o

Snmn accused Job of

Satan argued, and Job’s piety would .

Saran to vest his theory and Job by
taxing away his_ wealth, fomily axnd
kealth — eversihing bus his kfe.
Along came Job’s three friends to
comsole him. Vur vheir comsoktion
soon turmed into comdemngtion as
ihey tried 10 ge: Job 1o confess whai |
swrely had io be Reirous sins 1o war-

Job’s friends erved. beoausce they -

interpreied because of misiaken theo-
suffering. Consequently, God rebuked
mention umjustly ﬁmb’gaing Job.

,.J

byD Paul Gmwﬂw N

his mucm .and repuuuou aganst
the insinvations and socusations of
Lus “i’nsmds\ On the akwhgul

A 'jonlv cnes whose theclogy was
‘events. Job himself was hmvmg a

probebly comfident that righteous- |

»

lhree friends were mot the
contradicted by calamitous

severe wial of his &alh in and beliefs
about God. ’
Before disaster struck, JoB “was .

neis — at- &zw kis riphteousnels -
had its ow ard from God in, 1D

Bfetime. yBow his theclogical

. Bgured out after all.

. man simultanesely fighting a des-
__ personal front, Job was defeading

syslem of Esmpmiﬁ jenards and |
pmmhmenu, at Jeast, was scvere
challcnged. Job dida't have God

lﬁih:dﬂhgwbcmeenbbm
his fricnds, we read of an afflicted

peraie baiide on two ffoat. On the -

fm' wsmng dwler upmi hm f@r 1o
" apparent reason In his specches. |
Job- alternited between these two
' fronts, now addressing rebutlals to
‘his friends, now ad&mng com-

“plaints to God...

Pisads innocent. On” (hc pczsoul:
front, Job defended his integrity in
two ways. First, be refuted his
friends” theological arguments by
assenting thai, contraty to their neat
vﬁwbguaﬁ fusmulas, some wicked'

iﬁywaﬁiﬁn peace Ehcya@dmmﬂo'
Shool™ (21:13)." X

Sccond, Job sieadfasily main-
tiged his wnnoctece. Job dada’t say
Bbe had never sinVed” HE wasa't thay
u&bﬁghﬁmus’ But he insisted tbat”
be had done nothing o warrant

GOCD NEWS  Novanber 1978

' !;\eﬁha

-in Job's w!theﬁv.d.‘

Eed days in prosper- | PO

- himself 10" pass-

Thedjmxofhbsdd‘mscafhs

integrity occers in cRapters 29-31.

days” and complaining gbout bis
present suffeving and Eamulutm,
bbauachuimwam&b!e& .
of bow scrupuloisly be had
life. I» v, Job
said: “Look at'ipe then. Look at mb~
ww Buammmﬂiﬁa&mgnm
innocent map!” -
- Some lm,ewmdcmd if Job was
boasting 07 perbaps exaggerating.
But remember, God hao
pmwjobsﬂghwmw&m .
“Have you oomsidered mg, scyvamt
Job, that theve.is sowe ke kim on

‘the zarth, a biomeiess and upng&t

matl. who fears God and tures gway

'ﬁomevﬂ'“imdSammkiw

gamagy God's words!

Be sure rud ckupu* 3! It kas
mary of moral duties from zlac Ol .
Testament, it might be beyter found
than mn the
TenCommandments.”

Outrage snd Despelr. So much for
Job’s defense of his integnity. Mean-
while, back ca the W front,
things weren't ‘going at i
Why, why, why was he wbjecied to

~such suffering? Job could think of

DO CAUSC OF PIOVOCRLion: !‘khla,w/’

_Aﬁamnmgamlhc"gwd@l’ o

-

.

explanation that gave mm;
UTpole 1o b salferiag. |
I be had beca privy 0 ahﬁ bar-

gain struck between God md's;un

in' beaven, be might bave

the wst with Byng

colors and feser complaints. But

Jeb% pietely unaware of any

his affliction (hst

touldmhnmm&o&:ocfg .

\,;




ﬁ

. fmhfmmabemb’“uﬁdtbm!‘

o hwcmw&uﬂwbﬁamnﬁ

" Fromtation with God 30 he could

gm.n‘ o instead uf&ummmng a |

. 5iff upper Uiy, Tob le1 loose with-a’
sorrent of woe and lament.

In chapter 6, for exampie, Job
~wished be were dead rather than
suffer such pain and alienstion from
- Goé and frieads. In chapters

. Gost hun! me likea Lok~ be said of
God, ~Why didst thou bring mc-

imidwdbgfmam ove had seen
F {1816, 18). Later on Jobe
tumtd’ for a face-10-fage <oa-

plead his case, before the Supreme
Sudge‘af the Universe (chapter 23).
These, “woe-i-me” words of Job
‘amoust 2 more tham justTa sob -
m. Thycaded tuough them i & -
&hampﬂbkxsﬁméslndawm
pmmayum@aﬁabommmm
men can be just belofe God (3:2;
25:&). He%xﬁ'ﬁ@mfmw
g@mn how human Hchuueated
. homans, "He thay God
. bhas overrcacied to bis Ecuwmdem"
between foibles. .
’“Mmywbcwhanhmmfml |
.men, and demand am aocoUnting
from: dhem? How can you demand
_purity. iz onc born impuse? You

fifc.... So giveshime-a Littie rest,

LY ym" Tird away yous angry -
gaze and ket him bave a few ino-
_ments of relief before he dies”

e

\

, tiosed God Himselfl almost 1o the

é

s 3-6, The Living Bible).
: s forth.

) mcastwspntmmn (vaw 25).

mphum that ‘although Job. ques-

point of sccusation, hie stifl believed

in God! His cruntions, and cutlesk

Swung mkﬂy Enemm despaiz and
TAPSS andtmst

the depths of aﬂmmn ami vexa-
tive, picads: “Piy me, pity mk, you
that ave my friends; for the hand of
God h:s lm@ad me. Why d@}@g

ve*y,w niot }G@I teeth in me
epough?” g erses 21-22, The
New English Bibie.) vy
Then, teo verses later, comes a
ﬁ@c_xmg mbment of conBdence and
bope: “But in my Beart | know that
my vindicagor tives and that be will

Messiak that som? believe refers o |
Hebrew uohsw!ebmmd;bemr—
$and |
10 Job expressed his fecling of help- |

" jessness at biing a victim of divine |
injustice. “If | bt myself up. thow |

_ James Versipn may coavey @ wrong -

- siankes.)

‘berlicf in his imtegrity. Unable to

- when' Elifu saw that thore was 6o,
| answer in tthc mouth of these thrée

’mhex men. Bwl he wems . Eaaw

) !zzy in the way God*works.
. Al Last -~ aw ‘Spaaks. Up &mﬂ
. mow, Gud was a distant” dmgyﬂ a

. miervened in thé dgbate. Asd potin

mnahwﬂ in Handels oratonio The |

the «csurrectiog. Unforjuaztely, the |

rect translation is diffcuit o asrive at.
Bmdapuelhnspnbkm.kbsmm ;
fidence and beliel in- God comes v
mmghlmﬂmédcar ’ _‘
Ths enduance, this dciemsma—
tion, this ‘seadfasiness of Job is.2n -
antribute dbe apositle James later
held up for all Christians to emu-
lzte. (Sce James 5:7-11. The trans-

Lation “patience” e)“abmthchng

coanotation. A peneral survey of the
hmkoﬂa%s&wwsgbmhemg ot
always have been. “paticnt” But he
was Lenacious. Hch«.ﬁfwwhxs
behdmﬁ;u!mspuofallmmm«

Job's wnmy akso extended to hﬁs

pencirate his defcases and unaware
of the uue purpose o!‘jobs sufffer-
ing, his three friends finally pave up.
‘uying o wring & cenfession out of

husn. “So these three men ceasgyl o
“amswer Job, because he was righ- [

tesus in his own eves” (32:1).

N youlb hied s sdy. A fourth
compasien, Elibu, herciofore mot
mentioned, had remained silent i
deference 1o his clders (32:4). “And’

men, he became angry” (verse 5)

and jumped into the fray.
Eﬂnhu lcnashcd some uf the same

avoided the pitfall of lhm.!usg ke
bad God 2l figured out. He made
an aliowance for a margin of wg&

being defined and explained by the-
ologial dogma, speculation and ar-
gumeni. Now God personally

a sull muil wmx mm;z‘ bu& a woice
awhuﬁmad or nempﬁa 38:0).

AL st Jub had gmaew&&:c c«m
frobuation he so camesily wanied.

But insicad of putting God on the §
pwilness siand, Job fousid imself

being grilled with-a series of aboul~
- #0 questions umdmg&mﬁgﬁ the,

bcgmm:ﬁmgsmmm- » '

. wlaticon and do

_next four chapﬁax,

~Eyen more mmng. God's inter- .
rozation compgprely ignored Jobs
suffering. He didn’t mention the
epnviersation with Satan, e Jidne
bring up diny of Job's comyplaints or
guestiims. Insiead, God’ w Joba
; nature kcture. He qui him o’
‘the wonders and mystsncs of. .Hns ]
ercatica. -

Haifeay mm%b, ‘God et Job gecd
& wasd in edgewise. You mightex- ~
pmjo%wmphmamuamm.e
of questioning. You might expect .
bim 0 reply, "Whm huis melte-
onclogy and biclopy got to do with
myw problems?” . Or "Tbaus fime.
Now about my qmmns

But, g+ Job “merely saud “Be-

" bold, ¥ m@fsmaiﬂ account; -what
shall I answer thee? § lay my hand .
o by mouth. | have-spoken once,
aadﬂwﬂmamer twice, but 1

‘will no Tusther” @0:4-5). )

- What Bappenod? Why the about-
face in th thang and attitude? Theo:
Iogtans, g vs; and even psy-. .

 hologists have speculated on Job's

* Fame of duind for millennias.

What bappened was that God
W2s £O more just 2n ATgument or &
belic] but an awisonse reality! ngm.—
bad beeca re- | .
placed by the feal B@mg" Jolb was » .
face to face with God as He iy not \7
as Job believed or imagined Hum w, ./
be, It was a mind-cxpandisg, awi-
tudealiering: experience. Job was -
undergoing a mnbmnon in @m&mk
and belief. -

ch wmwd Lbss mv:ms;m by

~His ego -

was deflated, For all hisworks of
" Tighteousaess, Job was made to real-
tze more |

windly that he was ol -
equal in"any way to God. He. real-
ized that meither ‘man mor maa’s

~mu@uds Bo-matter, how penfect -

and Tight they may scem, can be
used (o measurs God or His works.

| Man, is we:y, very small’ amﬁ‘*m-

,ugamcahu in ibe lirger scheme of
Ahings. .

J@b abko ¢ came wmalm: how hulc
ation. “Do ydw kmw . -O«sd
" asked Job over and over. And eah
time, the answer was “No” (g it is "
28y in spite of the quasitum ﬂedg&s

- id out knowledge), God dsdve home

Jie poiny again end spain thar Job
retly dumb aboulthe physical
m&ummdmm Amh”@bkucw




.50 little about thegphysical® fealm:
how much less didghe know about
the spiritual reaim? % R

"~ God's ‘nterrogatiof diverted Job's
attentioZ. from his pmblcms Instead .

. .of g)\ut
" he could further wallow in self-pify.

"God focused Job’s attention on
Gogd's-greatness, His mighty wosks,
- "His, ipfimtely deep and broag

" k'xowlcdge

power. The net effect was that Job

‘* began to see God as he had never

- seen Him before. “. . . Ihave uttered
‘what 1 did nol'undérsland _things'

too wonderful for me; which | did -

not know-. . . . I had heard of thee by
the. hcanng of the ear. but now my
€re sees thee: therefore 1 despise my-
. self. and repenl i dust and nshcs
- (42:3-6). %
“There ‘were’ mam things. about
God lhil he had never seen before.

-that he had been unable to grasp |
" through~ theological debate and

dogma As Roger Bacon wrote: -
Tnfre are 1wo modesef knowmg
through argument and-experience.”
Job was knowing. experiencing God
apart from abstract arguments: And-
further. Job was seeing God separate

- . from -his own needs .and his own -

deeds. Thal made all the dlffcfencc
" Job. like mgny religious” people
“todgy. Jdike you and me, had often
related to God in terms of his daily
- needs and blessings. God was defined

" and thought of asthe One from whom

atl siecessies, fiinge benefits and bo-
_.nuses flawed. They had flowed tg him |
wuh _great. abundance. That was
_gmal so God was great. -~ .
But .then they StoppedMowing.
.That wasn't so great and now God
wasn't so greal. Perhaps. as Satan
had charged,  Job’s piety was par-
_tially: based on his greal l'hatcnav \
prosp?my In any event. Job now

'saw God apart from His blessings? !

' - apdrt from his own physical needs.
God Seperate. From Deads. Job also
cam¢ to ‘see God apart from his

e ,ﬁTf,,nghlcuusgccds Job.dike. many feli-

gious people. like you apd me. had
r¢lated 16 God 100 much Qm terfns of

" temporal rewards for obedience arnd

. punishmeats for sin. Of course, God
wants us %o ac_and think rfigh-- .
* teoisly! But 100 often’people turn
_rightcéusness ipto a racket. They
. Seck o impress God. others and.

themselves with their good works.

- GODD NEWS  November 1976

Job Mis' sympathy vale so* i’

His immeasurable

“Aulifetime. Such. blessings amopuonal

Or.thcy operate undér a tacit sti-
pulation that their obediencé to
God. will be commensurate with His
good favor. According to the mea- -
sure God blesses them, theyv' will
‘hew to the strait and nairow. But if
,God doesnd deliver the goods, then '

He becomes unfair, intonsiderate,
unsympathetic..And just for that.
people will wander from the strait,
and narrow until the {€mporalprofit

disperise with God altogether as
they see that it js possible P prosper
withoul God in @is life. And the
- punishment of the wicked that God »
Is certain to mete oul? Well. lhal;
too distant. too removed ftom this
life to take into consideration until |
one is old or on his dtathbeg.
" When the blessings stopped. Job
questioned " God’s. goodness and
concern. He wondered what value
there was in obeying God if the

- righteous suffered while thé wicked -
prospered. But he clung to his sense’
of morality. and did' not forsake the
righteous life. Unfortunately. a lot
of other people who weke once “reli- .
gious™ can’t say the same. Can you?
Is there a profit incentive jn your
rehgious xfe? -

What Wil God Deliver?- 'Afler Job

. came 10 see God and the universe a’
“little more from his Creator|gpoint
of view. and a little less from. his .
own. God restored his fortune. He
blesséd him with ten more children.
aod 5&: him lwit.c as much wealth
_ashehadbefore ' ﬂ

" Does this mean. lhcn that the.
lesson of Job is: If you hang in there i
long crough.” God will eventually
bless )ou\phvswally" )

No way! The cori — the. cov-

enant — Chnstuans ma%e with God
is not predicated on prosperity.
clauses, or guarafiees pf physncal
prosperty and good health «in this -

“elauscs* udd’d or deleted at God's
" discretion without prior _consuita-
| tion.: As_it_turns_out. God.is-more—
often than.not very geperous with
physical bkssmgs for His begoucn

children.

Buj_thal is not the lmponam
thing’ 1 God. Whg,l counts_ with -
Him are factors imponant 10 ;the:
next tife — love. mefcy. obedience.,

. etc. Thcac essential Spiritual lr.ms

incentive is restored- Or they may .|

{

trials, adversities. challenges and
sufferings of lifé. “We rejoice in our
sufferings:” wrote Paul, “knowing

that suffering ‘produces endurance,

and character produces hope. and
hope does not ‘disappoint us, be-
cause God’s love has been? poured
into our hearts throu h the Holy
Spirit which has been xven ‘to! us
(Rom. 5:3-5).

*“Count it all joy. my brethren. when
you mieel, various trials. for you.
knoy. that the testing of "your Tlaith
produces steadfastness. Aid .let
steadfastness have its full efféct.that

lacking in nothing” (James 1:2-4).
The prmcnpal guarantee we have
with God is'that those who will fu\
fill’ their part of the contract i this
life will receive the gift of c¢rernal

ment. plan. if you will. (\ .
Yes. Job was blessed with twice as

much as he had had before. But
many other godly people in biblical
times did without the amenities or
even necessities. of life. As' the
sde Paul recounted in Hebrews

ll 35-38, thiey endured d:pnuupn e
pain, torture and death. “And all
these.” Paul concludes. “though well
attested by their faith, did nos re-
ceive what wgs promlsed' (verse 39).
The real goods — predicated upon-

‘our great - hope — have yet to ‘be
_delivered 10 Job ar. ;nane clse, “‘v

and endurance produces eharacter: ' |

And James exhorted Chnsuans 10 '

life in"the next. It's a dcfcrrcd pay-.:

lhc promised resurréction which is *

you may be pc‘rfccl, and complete, -

ceplt Christ. \

Waming — God st Work. The. book
of Job is not for casual ‘rcaders. It
doesn't have casy ‘answers. or ‘udy
solutions. In’ fact. Job never got' a

' showdown as to why suflering. vi-
‘«cissitudes and injustices are endemic
to physical life. Conséquently. many
readers of the book have gome away
L crying “foul!” After 37 chapters of

the problems and questions raised.

. But Job was satisfied. He didn’t
.gcl the answefs to his questions. but
He was visited by the-One who has
" the answers. And for him that was
-enough. Through his per#unal con--
frontatign ‘with God. Job knew that

: :H‘e produccd -and ‘matured in the

Lrayed lum e

[ buildup, they think they have beén
_leMt"hanging .with_no_resolution to____.____*__

God had @t abandoncd or. bc-

direct answer from¥ God at their .

.




. .can’t ufderstand the divine.

And he came 1o realize that as an
animal can't comprehend” what a
buman does — so greal 1s the gap in
their _mteliigence Jevels — so man
for -
God's ievel of thinking and existing
is- far above 6ur ability to grasp.
“Therefore be wary of cnuchng lhc
way Qodcorks -

“Woe 10 him who strives with his

‘v&akcr ~an ‘earthen vessel with the | -

poutért Does the clay say to him
\\ho fashions it. ‘What are you miak-
ing? or “Your work has n%andlcs"’

Lhus says the Lord ... . Will you

quts?non me_ about my children,
or command me oonccmmg the
(Isa.

work of -my hands?y
45:9-11)
Today we are the bcncﬁcnancs of

more revelation about God's will

Q
)

_and ways than was "available 10 Job. |

"We know more about the great
overall purpose God.is working in -

- our lives — to gpake us His sons n
" His, ngdom (Man’s transcéndent

destiny is. cxplamed in our bookiet -
Why Were You Born? Be sure 1o
.write for your frec copy if you have

. not already done s0.)

But even with this addmonal
knowledge of God’s long-term plan,
we can’t always know what His .
short-term goals are. We can’t al- .
ways undegsiand how and why-God
does what He does. or why He
allows circumstances to happen to
us individually.

. Why are some uncmplo)cd" Wh)

" He is givj

i

' and to eur ¢

arc_some children born_with_con-

SN

-

may do all the words of this law™
(Deut.29:29), .
“For now we se¢ in .a mirror
dimly. but then face to face. Now 1
" know in_part: then I shall under-.
stand fully. even as I havé been .
fully undersiood.”™ wroic the apostic
Paul (I Cor. 13:12). another indi-
vidual who had more llun his share
of suffering. :

Al onc point in his lifc. a “thorn |
in the flesh™ became so unbcarable
that*three times he pleaded for God:
to provide surcease. “But he said fo
me.” the apostle wrote, ™My grace
“is sufficient for you. for my power s

made pcrfccl in wcakness

Therefore Paul” “proclaimed: B
will alf the 90": gladly boast of my

“that the wcrol'Chnsl

upon me.

I am content with

W akna.scs mSulls ha;dshlps pcr-

.am wedik, then 1 am strong™ (1} Cor.
12:9-10).
God Worke for Good. Paul drcw .
upon Christ's strength and also kept
in, mind the overall long-term goai
— the resurrection to the Kingdom
of God. That goal gave mcaning
. and purpose to his whole life. enabl-
ing him 1o face with courage and
confidence any advemsily — even |
) death itseif?
- 1t.¢nabled hum to wrile clsewhere:
“I consider that the sufferings of this
. presént time are aot worth com-
paring with the glory that is to be
revealed to us . ... for the creation

v

"genital deformities or mentally re-

tarded? Why have some lost mates
in middle age or.children in their.
youth? Why are some dying pre-.
maturely with ¢ancer or othet incur-
able ‘discases? Why are some deaf.
blind. crippled?

Why_ fatal car accidengg? \\\n
miscarriages? Why _discasl®, Why
. oppressjon? Why drug addlcuon" 1
Why hunger and poverty?

‘8tnngth From \Weakneas. Why you"
—--Why.yourloved.-onés?2 W] hyanyon:Af,
God only | knows! And right now.

{ng us the same silent treat-
Jnent Helgave Job. But He has given.
‘ enough rkvelauon for us to take the
unknown. the unexplained in stride
and in faith. “The secret things be-
long to the Lond our God: but the

_ things that- ame\calcd belong 1o us -

Bdren forever, that we

* was subjected 10 futility, not of its
own will but by.the will of him who
subjccicd it in hope: because the cse-
ation itself will Be set free from its

_ bondage 1o decay and. obiain the
glonous liberty of the children of
God™” (Rom. 8:18:20. 21).

“When we know from the book of
Job and thic rest of the Bible “the
purposc of the Lord. how the Lqrd‘
15 compassnonne and merciful”
v(James 5:11).- we' cantake -the’

*.unknpwn" in_faith and hope. We can |
rise to the challenge God places be- .
fore us. making the -best of an im-
perfect exisience, winning. “sirength

»oul of weakness™ (Heb. 11-:34).

- We can say with P@I that “we
know that in e\;lythmg God works

-for good with those who love him..

‘who are called according to his pur-
"'pose”(Rom. 8:28). o

or the sake of |




W yocated the death penalty. W
I wmm:_m mu 0.

punishment. This was before
captivity; balon ‘the
festamental and




. TAKE
A I.ESSON

Takealesson m fact take twelve essons in prophecy where many modern nations are
mentioned, and ‘what major eVents are proph-
esied for the next few years. You'll discover °
] the God -inspired way to genuire happiness, ’
take the tume 10 sludy . , T achjevement ard true aware-
the Bible in the : o . ;_ - ness. And you will discover
“1970s? A good _ : | the reg) meaning of human
A quesuon The sur- = . ' O » L : . life — an ultimate purpase
prising "answer is B , - ~ and destiny far greater .
. that much of the 1 e ' than - anything you've
Bible was writter . Py T - imagined!  All this and
-specifically “for our -~ . ol ‘ : much more is laid out in
time — this present -~ PN step-by-step detail.
generation! Through ' 1+~ R There is no tuition fee
this uniqué corre- R & o - or_ cost whatever.

. spondencedicourse, ' (The course. is also .
you'll find that the- - - available in French, .
Bible is the most ex- . German, Dutch,
citing, mtormahve o Spanish, ltalian.

. helpful, ~challenging ', - . - and Afrikaans.)

. *and up-to-date- book. \{ .= - , To enroll andbe- -
" you've ever read. O You. . B e ) ... gin receiving. -
will leain how 10 under- - ——= .~ 7 - your monthly fess- § -
stand ‘the basics of JFEm————-—" . - . ons, write o us.- '
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. Soe inside front cover for the address of our ofice nesrest you.
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