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, Minlcomments W o
“MINICOMMENT on “MINI-
+ STUDY™: _G_R‘BAT!! Thanks.

. ~ F. J. Louwinget
- The Hague, Netherlands

'GN magazine once again. It's just
what we need in times like
“these . .. {And] what a pleasure and
help the *“Ministudy” was. Somy of
us sat down and [did] it the same as

respondence *Course] ... What 4
wonderful way to cope in direct con-
tact with God's Word. .
: " Frank Hapris
Ballurat, Australia

GN a pleasure .

again have the.Good News magazine
to read ... | wish to express my sin-
1 cere appreciation first to God for in-
spiring Mr. Armstrong to create The
Good News und ta Mr. Armstrong
for his labor in perfecting'it, then to
each member of the staff who must

" to make this beautiful quality maga-
zine.awdilable to each of us.
- Mrs. T. Van Orsdol
. South Pasadena, Calif.
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We have thoroughly enjoyed the
Ecbruary issue on the family . .. Also
-enjoyed the *Close-Up™ articlé wi ine

Canavs: P.O: Box 44, Slation A, Vancouvef, B.C. VBO 2M2

* 1 Maxico: inalituzion Ambnasador, Apartado Pustal 5-585, Moxico 8, DF.

Colomibie: Apatado Adrao 11430, Bogolé 1, DE 'r

Ghana: P.O. Box- 9917, Koloke Inl. Alport, Acgra . : o
Kenya and the res] of Gast and Central Atricd: P.0. Box 47135, NavobiKeryg . -
Mauritiun and dffter inian Cicean isids: P.O. Box 888, Port Louis, Maritus R
Moeda: PM.B. 1000, Keja, Lagos State, Nigerla i

Fihodesis: P.O, Box U.A,30 Union Ave., Seiogty D
Soutti Atrica: P.0. lox 1060, Johannesburg, i of Bouly Alrica 2000

“Naw Zealand st Paciic isies: P.O. Box 2700, Auckland 1, New- Zealind
T Philgpines: $.0. Box 2003, Mards 2601 * .
. Weat ndhes: P.O. ?x 8063, San Juan, Pusito, Rico 00838 ;
" Switreviend. Cyse Fusinle 10, 91:1us de 1 Barvelte, CH-1211, gl

‘\Semdkun:apa 2513 Bo, Oplo 2, Norway DN

N evase, bt Sl Lanks and Soulheust Asiy; @ P.0. o 045, Sydney, NEW 2001; Aushal, .

Unitpd Kigdom, Eive, Europerand the Mxidls Lust: P.O. Bax 111, St Alane, Herls., ALY 260 Englind '

[ENEE o4

L

T new sdovess; .

iy # Our latest: Good News migazine -
1Y arrived in the muil yesterday. After

- tinue this type of article, so we can-get
" to know-some of [the] Chureh men-
bers uround the world. o .
Thanks too,*for the *Ministudy."

. study. ,

FarnamMNeb.

N

’ : e
~Thanks to you all for having the -

we used to do.the B.C.C. [Bible Cor-

~ What a greut pleasure it is to once

‘work long hours, in_many instances, ©

of our_own Church_members, Mrs. - |
Listher Argnz. Weshope you will con-

This 43 ‘s0 helpful for our individual. .
‘Bible study, but ulso as a fumily-Bible -

. Mys. WilliamElley .

D

“Septiruite—will ot the covg‘ibg of Christ. Photo

Vo

" cOVER: Bundias of freshly dut grain stend waiting, much a8 God's chosen ones M|
' by H. Anmstrong Roberte.. =~ - ! . 3

Vdinner my wife and I'sat together on
the sofa, slowly paging through each
rticle, Again the issue is packed with-

ful artich _
‘ i -+ Alex and Eva Peck
- . Pasadena, Calif. -

. hJ '

-

" timely, relevant and deeply meaning- *




" This Feast of Fxrstfrults corrects the most umversally beheved false doctrine in .
~ Chrzsnamty! What is the TRUTH?

What Does PENTECO

MEAN toYou?

L 0'YOU KNOW what is the
! D most universally -be- .

lieved false doctrine in
the Christian world? God’s. an-

. nual Sabbaths were given to
~ keep the true Church in the true.
knowledge of our Maker 'S mas- -

ter plan. -
The one original, yet perseouted
" Church of God, standw alone in
* keeping these annud festivals. And
it alone has, that ‘basic UNDER-
"STANDING.  « )

‘That universally b«.hcved false doc-
trine, is that all humanity is LOST —.

4c0nb|gned to an eternally burmng heli
"~ unless xhc.y get saved” by aceept-
“Jesus

" NOW! They say that ‘we, NOW,-arein |
‘the onLy.day of salvation — that .
when Christ, returns to-earth the duor |

.10 salvation will be cLosep! Unless

you ‘are “saved" Now. you are('.

Lost!

~ Fyst last night l heard the world"s:
_ niost famous evgngelist tell a massive’

) aud:cm,e (on television)” that we, now,”
-, areinthe oNLY day-of salvation — that
-lQInorrow muy be too late. Many are
frightened into “making thmr decision
n&[,__x

e “That false befif implicy that when
I " Jesus Christ returns in supreme.POWER:

and GLORY, He will be helpless to save
ou! On thc contmary God’s Word says
esus is goming, J) to restore the gov-

ernment of God, ’se.u;ng up the Kmn-' ‘

rnaeooc NEWS May 970" :

" DOM OF GO, und 2) to call ALL people
still Jiving to salvation and _eternal
life.

What Is tho TRUTH?
What, then, is the TRUTH ‘thatjthe

Feast: of Fnrstfrunts is gwen to tcach B

us?

It teaches ‘us the veryn opposrte of
what this - world’s “Chnsuamty" be-"
ligves.

It teaches us that we of the TRUE

. Church are the "mnwgnun“” ONLY-

. — the FIRST to receive -salvation -

through Christ. It teaches us thit all ;

others are NOT YET (‘ALLBD It tcm:hcs

us that as Jesys said,’ “No MAN CAN

" ¥ome to ‘me,*ogcopt the Father which
- ath sent me draw him™ (Jolin 6:44).

_ trymg to draw all humaps now? Em-
phatically no!_-— not yet! Was: God
. unjusi?. No"hbwcr'
Notice what God did, right after our
first parents rejecied God as their RUL-
- £R, their Revealer ofknowledge and as
theiy Savior wuh the g:ﬁ of cvcrlasung
Clifen Lk
- “And thg E lernal God s.m! Bchcld
. the man is betaine.as one of us, to know
wéogd and vil* and ypow, lest he pur--
 Jarth his hand, and take: also of the tree

- There-

[ fog“lhc Eternal God sent him forth’
the garden ‘of Eden, to till the

_ground from whenge he was taken. S¢-
he drgve out the man; and placed.at the
cast of the garden of Eden Cherubims,
and a ﬁammg sword whwh lumed

cvcry way, 'to kccp the way of the tree -

of life” (Gen. 3:22-24).

‘Thus, ALL MANKIND wa$ BARRED :
from iccess to God or- receiving cternal

life —"all but the comparative FEw
God would spécially call for some per-
formance’ leadmg to the\K.mgdom of
God.

In effect; God  sald to MANKIND
. .through’ Adam and Eve: “You have .

- 'made your.-own decision. You ‘have
rejected me as your God-"and your.
" Ruler, Revcslcr of knowledge and

Savwr Therefore | have cut you.and
; the,whole world that-will spring from
you off from .all contact with me.Go'

_and form your own -goyernments, . -
. Jour own religions, your pwn producs ' »
o -lion-and disscmination of knowledge. .. - :
sonal-Savior, . Butisn't God the Fdther despcratelyw ——Howevef, 1 shall-reseeve- thcnpmega-v——— e
- tive to speciaily. call into my service :

such as | shall choose, for a part in  *
- preparing for ‘the Kingdom of God..

Otherwise, the world that will d,cvclop

" from. you'is'cuT OFF from all oontact”
© with-me: for 6,000 years, when the - -
Kingdem of God shall be es;abllshed o

ruling ALL NATIONS!" .
Far from trying to get every human

o saved spiritually. during - the 6,000
years, God cur oFF all humanity — -
save the comparative FEwW He would -

‘
. -

s

-

ially-call:
THAT 18 Wi Jesus: said,
can come to me" during shis 6,000

year period, except God the Father -

specially calls; them — and He has

called- this few aor just for-salvation,

{Conunued on page 28)

Na man
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| vealed - the true sto-
A N 1y of how Jesus Christ -
pared His servant far in.ad-

‘vance —— and then calleé him

in poverty, hunger and thread-
‘bare clothes — of the struggle

.| to-raise up this.era of God’s
| Chutch in financial stress and

on sheer living Fafta!. -
-~ As @ young man. in my 20s.ﬂl

oW T MuST B e

| every generation. But how was the present ¢ra ra
U many how in the Church are unaware.

'?"af.umbﬁions -and Fult-of sclf
. dence. I did not .then kpow the Lord ~

- The Church of God was fauhdéd AD 31, by Jesus Chrigd It hé} ¢é&n‘ni&éﬁtbrdu§k* :,.

7By Herbet W Atmatrong -
: N

" Jesus Christ as personal Savior, Lord -

and Master and, coming Kingh
- The living Christ well knew that
befoee He conld eflectively use mie; |

. had to be humbled, subdued, cun-

uerep by Him. 1 know now that,

beginning, preparing His Tulure scr-

. vant for His.purpuse — even as He -

pared Moses, Jab, the apostie
Payl and others, in advancg. Even in

| the advertising profession, earn-

- ¥'was then gnwrge;ted and proud

- |ing while still in my 20s-an in-
‘come comparable.to $150,000 a
| yedr in today's dollar value., .-

my birth, rcaring, €arly business lile,
He was guiding mig, e

.Of English ancestry

1 was born of hunble but substan:
tial and stable-parents of solid Quak-

ised up? Here are vital [ajrits‘af which

| ’ * then lowa where 1 wus born.
‘God had guided my life from the

© andient lsrael. Thus it has been re-

‘w

R TR

f-coMi- e -stocki Our--ancostors-_had_emi= |
“grated from England-with William | -

Penn, a (hundred . years before the |
* United States became a fiation. They |-

‘had settled in Pennsylvania, succeed- |~
ing generations moving to Ohiv, then 1 +

te Indiana where my father was bora,

y forebears are traced in'a fami-
y genculogy, maintained by a special
foundation, back to Edward 1, and |
from there back 1o King Divid of

cated W ,
House of David.' 1 was yeared in a
‘Protestant. Sunday. schoul, but & age:

time to call me to His service was not
" 10 come for anether 16 ycars. ., © . .

.. .

18 I lust alf interest in religion. God's | *"



.

The hv,mg Chrgt well knew that before He could eﬂ‘ectnvcly use me, I had

- to be ... CONQUERED by Him. I know now that God had guided my lee '

from ?h?begwmng, prepanng HIS future servant for Hxs purpose.

But in “the last days when Christ :
'{ .comes in power and glory, the House
1 of David through-Christ will rule the

whole world. Is it not conmsistent,

then, that Christ hgs called one of the -

House of David to reestablish God's -

| government in ‘His Church? And,

since. Chnst will rule “with a .ﬂrong
arm,” might it also be signifi-
cant that Hc ‘chose one named

“Arm stropg” to reestablish the gov-

ernment of God in the Church in
these last days" )

| Ambition sparked early in life

‘At dge 16, my first summer #aca-
tion employer away from home
sparked in me the flame of AMBITION

't to make something of my life — and

- with it, the willingness and determi-
nation to work hard and pay the pﬂcc

1 of sucgess.

»

Chrlst And l had become pmud

" God did not make.His calling kriown -

to me at that stage. First, Christ took
me through a humblmg experience.

By 1926 i was in Portland, Ore., '

reduced to poverty, hunger and

threadbare clothes. Then a pair of -

suprgmely - important challenges
came. God’s time had gome to call -
me.

F was taken through the hqmnhab y

ing experience of finding that every-

thing I had believed, or. perhaps bet. -
ter stated, taken for granted, about .

" God and -the Bibis, was proved:

wrong.” By spring, 1927, my mina .

“had been swept. clean of what reli-

pious beliefs I had carelessly as--

sumed, .and Jesus Christ ‘had come

into my life: Self-confidence was re

placed with a living FarTH. I was in
desperate financial straits. [ had tak-

At age 18, a book called Choosing ' >en-a real beating. 1 had been con-

@ Vocation put me through a self-
- analysis, leading to choosing the ad- _

verusmg profession.
I had developed an intensk driving

cﬁcrgy I studicd nights, learned by

expcncncc daytimes.
By.age 251 was well established -

» with ‘my own office in Chicago’s
| downtown Loop as a successful pub- ~ Work: * :
I was used by Jesus Chmt. in

lishers™ representative in the banking '
' field. My business contacts were with
officers.of the nation’s great-banks in

| Sireet, New York — and with presis -

“dents and Board chairmen of° many

| Midwest.industrial corporations, -

I was marricd at age 25 to the wife

| L'was later o know God had selected -

for e — a marriage that lasted 50

Jyears — until death did: part us. She .
‘| was-the help | needed. - y

. But the<great flash depfmmh of -

o 1920 =— when 1 wag 28 — put my
| major clients (industrial corpora- -
| tivns) lmo reccwc ip. pinety

o dcpussxan

.-

Conqucud by Jowi Clirm
1'had had a busincu training to be.

' QUERED by Christ Jesus, repentant,.

bnpnzed and a totally new hfe begot~
tén. within ‘me. :
In the dpring of 1927; 1 was bapa

tized and had received the supreme
gift of God’s' Holy Spirit. God's. -

TRUTH was beihg opened to me. God "

had now called me and put me. m His

1933, in_raising_up the parent

8

* Chureh.of the Worldwide Church of-

" came BY FAITH!

glverythmg. from |
that time, came by living FAITH. ,
‘God gave miraculous answers to
fcrvent prayer. The sick were being
healed. Cancer 'victims were healed.

No operation could have started |-

smaller. But God blessed it, and it
. grew at the'rate of 30 percent per '
_ year for 35 years, .
In 1947 God had - used -me «in
founding Ambassador College — on
sheer FAITH! The Church of God be- .
gan to GrOW. — steadily.: .
. 1'had to realize God was dealing |-
. with ma in principle, as He had dealt

‘with Job. God allowed Satan to take
. _away every material thing Job had, :

to bring him to God — but then after
-Job was humbled and brou;

ntance, God pOUBLED Job's for-
"mer wealth — and he had been the
greatest and \ual;lueﬂ man in the,
CEast, -
‘Also{ my cxpenem;e resembled
that of the apostle Paul in princs»

And now, after 46 ycnrs since the |
- founding -of the present era of the

true Church of God, the ever-living
Christ continues ‘to give us severe .
tests of faith.

* As God's Church, then named the |-
Radio Church of God,. began to |
. ‘grow, God led me-to incorporate it in |
" such a manner that I would always

- SouthLSalte-Street und - Wall — “God. I had hitchiikéd = or walked
= to hold services in @ one-roofiy
- country schoolhiouse eight miles iyest

. of Eugene, Ore. My-one pair of shoes

. had holes in the soles. I said, in &
~sgnise of humor, “l have a suit for

every day of the week — and this is
it My wife was wearing. her youn-

" v ger sister's cast‘ol‘#mhés Ourchil-

-dren had been sent to-sehool hungry.

5 Mt was then the midst of the-Great
- Depression of 1929. Church brethren .
took up.a collection to buy me A new -

be UNABLE 10 proﬁt ﬁnanc:ally from -
‘its grownh. : :

- Brom mull boﬂlnnlngn

t

1t is doubtful whether. nqy mstimg e
tion in human history started from as'| . o

Humble and small beginnings. When

Gop starts something-on His power =

_alone; it is BiG froin the. ‘beginning.
Fur examiple, the creaﬁon of the uniy
VERSE - the creation of the. edsth. |~
But .wheri God' starts. samething |

thmugh humans, it usuaily, like the | B

u‘u‘ iﬁ' cl‘omcs S
my lving falth -t
:But now Gop was usmg me' I had

sarted on the air ai costrof $2.50 pcr'

grain of mustard geed, starts the'very

1_-nmnllest and most humble, and ‘then L
‘Brows as the: spirftual character or .

the humans develops, g
. [ had mmed Q “salary“ of 53 gq}

3 I | necded later in the Work of the llvmg

week for radm lime The maney.

(C‘ammued (] page

t to re- ‘_"




A " ; o roat , P
o 1 “Wolves in sheep’s clathing,” Christ called them. Wi
B | fleecy exterior? Here is help f
' - . - . a By-Robert E: Fahey. -
J G&d reserves His.strongest con-  ine? Obviously not those in which a
= ! ~ " g demnation for those who ~ wool-covered wolf could most easily
. il i o claim to be speaking for ‘'pass himsell off us-a sheep. We
N ; Him, but are actually leading people. -should expect a false prophet toat-
. | b “away from the true God. . . tempt, with all his heart, to look like .
- | “Behold, I am against the proph- _a real ofe, or what he thinks is a real
. i ets, saith the Lord, that use their  ‘one. As Paul wrote;
‘, .. tongues, and say, He saith. Behold, / “For such are-false apostles; de-
: am against them that prophesy false  ceitful workers] transforming them- -
: dreams . .. and cause my people to  selves into thé aposties of Christ. And
X “err by their lies, and by their light- . .no marvel; for Satan himself is trans-
: ness; yet 1 sent them not, nor'com-  fornied into an angel of light. There-.
. manded them: therefore they shall  fore it is o great thing. if his minis; | -
P . not profit this people at all .. . for ye  fers [Did you know Satan has minis-_
. ! have perverted the words of the living  ters?] also be transformed jas whe
; God, of the Lord of hosts, our God. *  miriisters'of righteousness; whose "gnd
: “Therefore, behold, I, even I, will «  shall be according to their works™ (11 -
; utterly forget you, and will forsake . ‘Cor, 11:d 3-15). . '
‘ “you, and the city that | gave you and~""  We should expect,a warm and ready
i ~ your fathers, and cast you out-of my ~ smile. We can be confident of anout-.
| presence;. And | will bring an ever-  ward expression of accommodation —,
' ? o, . lasting . repgoach upon you, and a atleastaf first. W¢ shalld also expect
1 .. " perpetual shame, which shail fot. be ~ humility —lots of humility> . -

* S those “Huits” dre upt

thy. What pest?

" forgotten” (Je’32$:40) .
' Perhaps we shoy,

Christ’s warning
o Throughout His ministry, Jesus
e~ Christ gave “repeated -warnings—to——verts;-
- " avoid false teachers. Insthe: Sermon  meals for vagabends and vagrants? -
. on the Mount He cautioned: . Surelyif he¥; preach in the name
" “Beware of false prophets, which - of Christ, that is good fruit, isn’tit?
‘come 1o you_in sheep’s clothidg, but

You shall know them by their fruits.  bewar
- Do,men. gather grapes, of thorns, or ~ at the "He c
‘figs_of thistles? Even so every good * mon ﬁl@ Mount by saying, “Not
. -_gemingeth.fnrlh' good fruit; but a . every.dfe that saith unto me, Lot
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil ffuit.  Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
A good tgge cArinot bring' forth evit - héavely but he that doeth the will
~ fruit, neither pan‘a corrupt tree bring i
~forth wdadfruit: - Bvefy —tree—that——(Mati- Ry
© .., bringeth nat forth gogd fruit is hewn ¥ Referring fo Christ as the Lord is
" downrand cast into the'fire. Where-  hot copclusive* proof, of. good fruit:
_their fruits ye shall know . Doing what God'saysis. e
G 7:45-28). o
§id we should look -at the
dits shiould we exam-

““Many will say Yo me i \
~'Lord, Lord, have we aot, prophesied
" in thy name? And in thy name cast

SN ‘.

1] ybﬂ be misled by a soft and
rom God's Word to see through the disguise.

rustwor- .

Id consider “good
works” . such, as misgionaries, -con- -
hospitals-drug-clinics or free -

- _ Na, not necessarily, m;oi?::;gm Je-
;inwardly they #vé ravening wolves. ~ “sus Christ. Right after tell %
’ towdok.. .

of ",
~my . Father “which is jin ‘_heavvcn,{'. :

n-that day,

L4

out ‘devils? And in thy name done
many wonderful works? [preaching,
‘hospitals, missionaries] *And then
will L profess unto them, | hever knew .
y‘,’“‘".. . N . ,
Startling as it may seem, many
people who have used Christ’s name, -
who have accomplished many benefi
cial works, often a1 great sacrifice to
themselves, were nevor recopnized by
‘Him as His servants. They used that
name falsely! He continued, “depart
from me, ye that work iniquity” - -
(verses 22:23). Instead of doing the™" ' ]
will of-the Father, they did iniquity. L
What Is Iniquity? o i
The word iniquity i *Matthew, -~ -/
7:23 was translated from the Greek -
word anomia — literally-against law -~ -
or lawlessness. Christ said that He « -]
" never knew and would send away
those.that work lawlessness.’

False prophets find. it troublesomie
to define Sin. If forced 19 do so, they
usually try-to express Sin as vaguely . 7
and unspecifically as possitilc;. They -

reason that there is no point i losing -

folloyers by gondemning what their

 congregalioris epjoy.doipg o blintly * .
refuse to change. Most will even.re-- " . ]
fuse to consider the Bible definigion. .
in I Johin 3:4, “Sin is the transgres- .. ¢
sion of the law.” Leader und layman
alike want ngghing to do with God’s < - -
law. Under any citcumstdsices. "]

Pgriod. ' L
‘ ‘.%h’ink not that 1 have come 457
‘abolish  the law and. the prophets,” -
the founder of Christianify said. Yet
P that come in His ndme,
claimirig He is Christ, think exactly -
that; He continucs, **| Nave not come?® .
" to abolish them but to" fulfil them.
For truly, 1 say t¢’ you, till heaven
- and-earth pass away, not an.jota,not "
~ a'dot [not one little bit], ‘will pass -
‘ The GOOD: NEWS - May. 1679

'
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from Ihe law until all is accomphshcd N

[everyone is keeping it].

“Whoever then relaxes [let’ alonc‘

-

breaks] one of the least of these com- .
mandmcnts and teaches men {to do] -
" 50, shall be called least in the kmg- -

" dom of heaven; but he who does’ them
and tcaches them shall be: called

great in the kingdom qf heaven”
C (Matt. 5:17-19,, wased Standard
" Version). .

God's law exprcsses God s will, It
shows the way He wants'us to go. He
does not want His law relaxed, di-
futed or slackened. He wants-it kept
fully, from the heart (Rom. 6:17-18)...

In spite of Christ’s words, many ~

- will claim that they are “free from
‘the law” or

“the law is done away.”
The Ten Commandments, to some,
neod not be kept. If that be true, it
would-mean the “faithful™ arc free to
have another god before God the Fa-

ther. They. may take His name in -

vain, crush Histholy Sabbath under-
foot, steal, lic, commit adultéry and
" covet until they furn’ bnght green —
- all without guilt or sin. No wonder
_Christ_ will tell them *depart™

Yet that is the ungodly doctrme--

many Have been taught.
: Laym(,n are not without some
blame. “This is a rebellious people,

lying children, children that will not

hear the law of the Lord: whlch say
to the. seers, Sce not; and to the

prophets, Prophesy not ‘unto us right

things, speak unto us smooth,things,
. prophesy deceits”! (Isa. 30:9-10). For

- pastors of godless flocks, it is easier -
-to..change the message than the

mcmbc:rs

Muny nonbiblical . obser- -

S
S N .
[God did: not intend all animals for
food]~#nd have hid their eyes Yrom

‘my sabbaths [God says the seventh

. day — why does anyone attempt fo
keep the first?] and 1 am profaned -

among them” (Ezek. 22:25-26).

-

‘Legalistic? S

Occaslonally. a mxmseter who

~ upholds the law is accused of being
. legalistic. Every minister should be

- prophesicd. But if they had stood in .

* people to hear my.words, then they

known for godly mercy. But mercy

does not mean relaxing the law of
God. It means God granting forgive-
ness for.the repentant, those who ac-
knowledge their sins and strive to
turn from them. -

On the other hand, God dcnounces
the false prophets for not showing the
right, but unpopular way. “I have not
sent these prophets, yet they ran;’l
have not spoken to them, yet they
my counsel, and had caused my
should have turned them from their
evil. ways and from the ‘evil of their
doings™ (Jer. 23:21-22). -

When God created mankind, He

_knew we would need a lot of forgiv-
ing. That is why Christ- was “slain -

from the foundation of the world”
(Rev. 13:8). Christ’s blood covers our
sins,

- law), but when we forsake sin, ask

“vances are. now called "Chr:gj;an" -

His free gift of forgiveness and begin

to obey Him. _
False prophets don’t give the
straight story about sin. They give

their own ideas about what sin is. A .
true minister knows thai God deﬁncs .

C ke
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* for that precise reason.
Yet the main responsxblhly God

i - lays at the door of the false prophets.

**“There is a cotispiracy of her [the '
" nation’s} prophclb in the midst there- |

of, like a roating lion ravening the

‘prey; they have devoured. souls; (hcy-

" have'yaken the treasure and precious

-thipgs:. thcy have ‘madé  her many’
) wndows in the midst thereof,

er "priests have violated ‘my
Iaw ‘and_ have profaned mine holy :

mlngshjmuaumdmmmhpmmmw Sabepm
dlerted the leadety. to the dangers -
.‘that, bolh pas\ors and flock” would -

*. between the.- holy -and- thg profane”
. [God. has -set some days. as* Holy

i Dsys] -also, the first tenth of all in-

~.heither have they shewed difference

that definition (Rom. 3:20).

: lnnld. th- Chumh

* Not all false pmphels come from

_ outside the Church. Some were for-

merly faithful servants of God, but

‘swerved from4he * stralght and nar-

-~ row™ path. ' -

“between fhe unclean and the ‘clean

o

~ The apostle Pagtcalled the minis..
ters. of Ephesus together during his
_last visit “to ‘thatancient city.- He’

" knew that false prophets would soon

. face.
~come ‘is holy to. Him TLev.-27:30], -

.- the flock, .in -which the ‘Holy Spirit ﬁ
for ™

“Take hegd ta yourselvcs and toall”

has madp you {ovctrsccrs ;

not when we wallow in sin-
(knowingly continue to break Gods

[fced] the church of God whxch hc v

“obtained with the blood of his own.

Son. I know that after my depafture

fierce wolves will come in among
you, not sparing.the flock.” These - -

wolves would mostly come from out-

g 'mde the Church.-

- But worse, “andfrom among your :
own selves will arise men spedkih

perverse, things [dlslorted doctrine

to draw away the disci

sq{es after
them” (Acts 20:28-30, R

Faithful pastors protect the flock '

from those who would spojl them:

But’ some of those,’called and o u )
dained in God's true Church would
d_-

covet Christ’s sheep. So they wotl
turn from the ‘teachings and- the

.teachers they had .originally ‘ac-

knowledged. Then set up their own’
government, with themselves at the
top. That is treason, one of the most

vicious attatks thc ﬂock of God must

- endure. :
A faithful minister would always
submit to those leaders whom Christ
chose, trained and put- in authority
over His Church: Christ's words are
especially Tledr. “A person who
speaks on his authority is trying. to .
gafn glory for himself. But he who

‘wants. glory for the one who senf

[commissioned] him is. honest! an
there is nothing false in him* (Joh
7:18, Good News Bible).-

Christ faithfully honored obeyed

"and glorified the Father "who sent ,

. Him.-The apostlcs of Jesus Christ,

‘whom He sent into all parts of the -

“world, responded to Hiri in the same -

:spirit of honor and respect. They in

turn were to ordain other .men- to -

sin. not_ man. And the law of Gad is ,va.nous Churcle. ofﬁceundet: them-_..

selves to see to the spiritual needs of -

the people. as Go . added" to- the :

Church : ,
- Except for Judas, alr the apostles

" remgined faithful to the: One who .

sent them. But that was mot true .of

. some of the mdxvndna}s wham thes= -

© ernmeént of God 'to serving thefr own

«abostles ordained and sent. Paul said

sorme would turn from serving the
needs of Christ’s flock under the gov-

Imerests mstcﬂd

thr s wlrnlng .
Peter aletfed the Cliurch” of the
. same danger. ¥'But there were false
prophets also among the
- ¢ false tcacher,s' :

(Corumucd on page/26} 7
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be not judged.” Yet, just a few

. verses later in that same Sermon

o on the Mount, He said,-*“You shall

know them by their fruits.” . .

The first statemen ig clear. But at
' the same time, 'the second implies

that some form of judgment or as-
sessment takes place in the mind of 2
oy Christian. What is the real difference
‘ " between these two concepts? The an-
- swer to that question underscores one

Church member, It focuses on a fun-
damental yuality of charaéter cssen-
tial to evéry begotten son of God!

Ct;mmandpd not to condemn .

When Jesus said, “Judge not, that
you be not judged” (Matt. 7:1), the
term obviously referred to judgment
in the sense of coridemnation or pro-
“nouncement of guilt. It is plain in the

capable of such judgiment because we
e . -all aré blinded 1o some degree by our’
own shortcomings. - S

__ thislife, no one has the prerogative to
7 it ingpiritual judgment of others. In- -

judge (condemn): *“For God sent not
his Son into the world to condemn the

might be saved”. (John 3:17). The
© .. 'word condemn in this verse is derived-
from the same Greek word that we.

‘By Lesiie E. Stocker Jr.

" esus said, “Judge not, that.you -

- why no man should sit in judgment
_(condemnation) of another. One im-

‘Matthew 7 1. “Therefore you aré

judge refers to condemnation -as

< of the toughest chailenges to a- - :
T . the same Greek word as used in Mat-

“ject, he says in verse 4, “Or despise

verses that follow that no one is really -~

. Regardless of accomplishments in
: L deed, Jesus Himself did not come to

world; but that the world through him -

. interven¢ at the moment: He is liter-

have already seer\_hin Matthew. 71 .
There are a number of reasons

portant reason is. expounded by the.
apostic Paul in;Romans 2. The chgp~
ter begins with the same. thought as

inexcusable, O man, whosoever you
are that judges...for you. that
judge do the same things.” The term

shown in the context. This is again

thew 7:1.° - - . :
As the apostle discusses the sub-

you the riches’ of his goodness and
forbearance and_longsuffering; not
knawing that the goodness of God~
leads you to repentance?” -
This vefse directly relates to 11 Pe- "
ter 3:9, which says, *The Lord is not
slack concerning. his promise, as
some men count slackness; but is
longsuffering to us-ward, not willing
that any should perish, but that all "~
should gome to repentance.”

Space to repent

It is a patural Teaction to lunge.
quickly into-accusation when we see
the wrongdoingof others, afl the’
“while being blinded to our own short-
.comings. But as we point the finger,
we fail to remember that God is
aware of all ‘and has.chosen nbt ‘to.

ally giving us space to repent.
" In addressing the Thyatiran .
-church in Revelation 2, God spoke of
#that woman Jezebel” and men-
“tioned her sins and pollutions within

.- invading that space to repent that

the church. He said, “And T gave her

space to repent of her fornication; _

and she repented not” (Rev. 2:21).
The point is obvious. God has giv-’

. en us all “space to repent.” - -
God is not willing that any should . | .

perish. It is not our right to condemn |

a brother. In so doing we miBht be

God has personally dealt to each per-
‘SOl‘l-Bt‘}Siﬂ all of us hdave sometype

of Béam in our eyes that prevents us

"from secing clearfy. .
" Develop abliity to discern . .
Many reasons ‘could be cited for- ,
‘agt condemning anothier. The scrip- -

.tural teachirigs are quite tlear. But
by the same token, Christians have

The GOODLNEWS May 1979
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- i - ~—They would- have quickly followed —

. F(”'”v? l(ﬁzt}makwthatplanr”"f :

E & We can also see the discetnment

It is rot our right to condemn a brother. In so domg we mlght be 1nvad1ng
that space to repcnt that God has personally dealt to each pcrson

an obligation to use thcxr minds wise-

point of discernment.

) Paul wrote: “I beseeclr you there~
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that you present your bodies a living,
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service.

“And be not conformed tos this
world. but be you transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may

. prove what is that good, and accept-
able, and perfect, will of God" (Rom. -

T2, 2).

Thxs of course, requlres constant
study and contemplation of the Bible
as well as the world aroynd us. Paul
found people of this. mind when he

¢ visited Berea, “These were more no-
,ble than those in Thessalonica, in .
that they received the word with all
readiness of mind, and searched the
scriptures daily, whether those things
‘were 50 (Acts 17:11).
" Natice. These people were not cyn-
ical or snéering, neither did they sit.
in conderination. Rather, they re-
“ceived the apostle “with all readiness
of mind.” They were open-minded
‘With respect to all that he presented.
. Then they went about searching the-
"« Scriptyres to see if everything spoken -
' and done was in accordance with the

- Word of God. They obviously sought -

. to follow. the apostle Paul as he fol-
! lowed Christ (I Cor. l'l 1).
< These Bercans were “more noble.”

the admonition with which Paul en-
3 . joined the Thessalonians, “Prove all ,
. things; hold fast that which is. good"
. (U Thess. 5:21).
In kecping with Romans 12: l 2and
I Thessalonians $:21, the Bereans
were using g form of Judgmcnt thatis ~
discernment. This typc of dlsccmment
— or jud
was described by Jesus Christ when
* He said, *“You shall know them by
b their fruits.” The context of Matthew

s

Sp!rltual porcoptlon

illustrated as spiritual perception in
I Corinthians 2:14-16: “But the nat-

" The GOOD NEWS. May 1979
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L - ural man receives not the Lhings-of
"4 ly and develop their Judgmcnt twv.

“the Spirit of God; for they are fool-

ishness unto him: neither can he
know them, because they are spiri-
tually discerned.

“But he that is spiritual judges all
thmgs, yet he himself i is judged of no
man,

“For who has known the mind of
the Lord, that he may instruct him?
But we have the mind of Christ.”

The spirit of God in us is intended
to increade and sharpcn our ability to
discern.

The contrast between judgment

that is condemnation and judgment
‘that is discernment is colorfully illus-
trated by a rule held by one Church
famxly That rule prohibits the chil-
drgt from ever calling each other
ljars during some disagreement or ar-

. gument. One child might say that the
other has told an untruth or a false- '

hood, but not a he. - -
- You see, to call angther person a
liar is to imply prcmcdxtatod resolve
to deceive and bear false witness. It
automaucally implies guilt and mals
“ice of heart.
On the other hand, errors sbout fact

. occur frequently. People will often re-
late what they perceive 1o be the truth. -

But thi'ough incomplete information,
poor communication and human dis-
tortion, many falschoods are spoken in.
truesincerity and honesty.

To note such a falsehood or un-

“truthris simplyto deny its'va'lidity."'fu e
- claim that it is a lfe; however, is to

imply guilt and violation of the Ninth

Commandmient. Such judgment be-

longs only to God! .

~ L

Not an sasy challdnno o
The challenge to us as Chnsuans is*

-worst. Yet, at the same time, we muat

" usé discgrnment, which is Younded -
Typomthe Wordof God.

To achicve this secmingly impossi-
blc balance one must excrcise un-’

. swerving faith and confidence in God
Tt a};qomphgh all that He says He ..

will. v .

- . upright; the Lord is gracious, merci-

not an casy one. During times of cris
€10 resist the natural inclifia~

. tionto point thi finger andfmagine the -

Da\nd whase life was besct by
"many harsh trials, cam¢ {0 have
greater faith in God rather than con- -
demning others with'an avenging at .
titude. In the L12th Psalm, he de-
scribed that man (person) who truly.
fears (respects dnd trasts) God: :

“Light rises in the darkness for the

ful, and rightpous.

- “It is well with the man who deals
gcnemusly and lends, who conducts
his affairs with justice. ™ -

“For .the righteous will never be
moved; he will be remembered for
ever: .

" “He is not afraid of evtl udlngs, his
heart is firm, trusting in the Lord..-

“His heart is-steady, he will notbe . .
afraid, until he sees his desire on-his  ~
adversaries” (verses 4-8, Reyised o
Standard Version). -

From the New Testamem we un-
derstand exactly: what a-converted
Chrlsuan desires for his enemy,_
namely' repentance and a-change of -
heart: To accuse and condemn would
be inoonsxstem‘wnh that dmrc. .

In one of his last’ messages to the
- Church at large, Peter said, “For the

 timi is com that Judgmem must be- ..
gin at the house of God: and if it first
begin at. us, what ghall the end be of
them that obey not the gospel of :
God?” (I Pet.- 411)" s

God the ]udgo "ot all * ’

us all’ Buq we.— within thc ‘house of
Gogt-+ niust exercise discernment to
- keep our individual livés cloae to
Him:

Earlier'in the above passage, Peter
- cautions us: “And>gbove all things
have fervem charity tove] amon
/0 es—~forCharily Tlove]. shall
oover the multitude of lm.s. :

“Use hospctallty one’ to andther
‘without grudging’’ (I Pet. 4:8- -9)." .
. “To discern right from wrong, o’ .
~give gpace o re i, to shiow love, | W
have faith that God is fully aware'of =
ind working with each individual —
to‘do these things represents one .of
“the toughest challenges for Chris-
m\m ofall times! .0

v
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Christians should be drawmg
near to God in prayer.®
. _ Yet some mgmbers of Go
-l . Churchconfessithey have not pra

. for days, weeks, months or even -

years. But why, }vant until it is too late.

.. . ' L for help? “Seek ye the ‘Lord while he

kS

. o ] - - may be found, call ye upon him while

- . . 1 ‘ . he is near” (Isa. 55:6).

7 } Lo Junt what Is prayer? -

- - " Prayer is simply canvemng or
‘ i " talking with Gid. And it is an impor-’

) Crcator -
many bledsings we are given in the

physical and spiritual realm. =
" We have an- opponumtx in prayer

t - . to ask God for k¢!, for gmdancc,for :

_ . strength. And @icy importandy we
A C 'mayukﬂle sam¢€ things on heha!f.of
- P otﬁcrl (intercessory prayer): -
g - Prayer is the completion of a two-
; way conversatioh between God and

A .. . > Word, and we speak to Hnmthrouah
s | - prayer. :

Y, ; . ‘ .
l X B . A condition of cﬂocun pviyor '
Tt . N, _————Befor mmngodinprhyerwg

_sin and doing nothing about it, God
.. will turn & dea¥ ear-to.our prayess —
4 until we change our attitude (Jolin
: S 9:31, 1sa. 59:2, Ps. 34:15, 17).
. ~ _ God wijl not hear slupx—tlme. lm-
N . . hum prayers eithes.

o g . "yaur heart” (Jer. 29:13).. :
= £ A haif-hearted ‘approach, with

wandering thoughts, has no promise’

wo ] - ~ of ever hemg heard, or answered by

'. : i L " tant part in thewonhspofthecreat .

B ~ " “Prayer gives us an opponuﬂny o,
| S express our thanks to God. for thé bonds and realize that qhe Great God:  proper aws, the Great God and Hig

.- T **"""‘mfrﬁﬁ! speaks to- s through His - —ples— -
: ;. "To begin wuh Jesus md to pmy

must re'pcm of sin. If we are living in
- along these lines,”

- *Ye ww—xm we,
. © when ye shall scarch for me with all'

»

By Leroy Neft .. :"_T

someone who is rambling® half aslegp

¥ : No_w ‘a5 nevér beforc. true = God. We ourdelves do ot hsten to

”.. and not making much sense.

The "apostle James puts ‘this
thought beautifully: “The effectual
fervenr prayer of a righteous man
:availeth much™ (Jas. %186). - oo

The Greek word transated effec- .
tual is zelos, dsewhere “trarftlated
' zeal, wrdor,; fervem mind. The word. -
- fervent is energeo, elsewhere trans- -
lated active;, ahd thessource of our

1l  in rayer

| |  Intoday’s busy life it seems that there is néver enou h time to do all the things we want or
- | L need to do When thereis not enoughtime to’ gﬁ around,,what do you neglcct" '

~ in heaven fo whom we have come, yet

“to One who truly is our loving Father,
‘with great concern for each child.
Still making sure we are properly
menmlly oriented, “Whiclf art in
heaven.” God's throne is presently
(sgill) - ‘logated in heaven, perhaps

beyond the farthest star, a distance -

* 50 vast we are unable to comprehend

‘& And yet spirituslly He is not far =

from any one of us {Acts I7: 27).

English word energy. So a“prayer Honor and praiss to God

should have zeal and en€rgy.
Don’t worry about your physical

surrdundings, your problems or your

limitations. Throw:off those physical

of Hcaven is listening. -

J.tun model prgyoi

Some people run out of thmis to
- pray about very quickly. One rea

-*Hallowed be thy name!" Our hrs,(

request is that honor and praise be to ™
God. We may here ask God tv help

~ each of us-to hallow, respect. hold in

nime. Then we may peution, lhy
Kingdom come.” As we sgethe myr-
-qad evils and trqubles in this presemt
world. we should-be able with. mose
fervency, day by day, to pray for the

for this is they think prayer is only: sopn coming of (xud‘rkmgdum from «

, for atkmg usually for themselves
* But is that sll 1t is? Cerisider the

“after this manner” (Mait. 6:9; a par-
alle.l i alw in luke'il) He did not

Snd use mm words over and over.

He had just finished telling His disci-s.
ples not 1o use vainrepetitions (verse
7). The Living’ Blblc words it **Pray

and the Revised
Standard - Version, “Pray ‘then like
this.” So Jesus’ prayer is simiply an .

" outline of utcgoms to pray aboul.
““¢¥ar Father™ First of all, wo'note - “Awthes- W des
. the words are, “Our lather,” pot “my

father.” We arc reminded, there are
others whoshare this family velation.
ship. Then we need to be fully aware

itis 1o that Great God on His throse

~heaven to sarth.

.. We may also pray that me pw&.luv
model’ puycr Jesus gave to Hw disci-

.

milios or anfoencement of that |

mwmg Kingdom might be siun .
preached in all the present world s
that this :gb\w:l] end and thal aew.
age diwn AN

on e-;.mh Civnd’

onlg imuveum in lm pceum auwN
&5 it suits His purposie, primacily in
events tfia will lgad to. liwiu&t;ﬂmwi
of pmpha,y ‘We may cestainly piay

for that We gre alw exbosted o) |

pray for.civil rulers su that we midy
* live a1 peace as much us i possible "
‘bete and nuw:

sire God's vnli 10 be done 1% in lhs
Church. We ought {v pray fus the
teaders in the Chug;ch various bus-
pess. and sdministrative personnel,

- ihe milege and miagazine staffs aud,

nn m NEWS
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Pray also for the effectivencss of the

and other means by which the Gospel
+ is proclaimed.

« for daily bread is not just for food
alone. And notice it is- not, for my.
21])' bread but our. God wahts. us to

1 people and their needs too!
‘Lastly we should pray for our-
selves and our needs, and that we

O JEE—,

s to do.
Ask for God's gmdance in your
life,.in all the things,you will do for

s v ’ Y

e cm.é "stmic say it is the best teacher:

‘.":';T’,"’A"”f I ”*? - ‘Vﬁ'dﬁﬁm 'EU th-ﬁ'lfil ‘ﬁ"—il"f E’ut

S

 But (md ways, Ok thp Lard search

of course, the worldwide ministry..

broadcast, the telecast, the literature -

- \ “Give us this day.” This request -
concerned and pray for other .
might do those things that God wants

the day. Pray thyut you.might over-
, come yourself, Satan and thc WOrld
in every ti ay, >

Pray for forgiveness : ’rﬂ-,.‘:

pmver plant and ‘had to solve the
|-problem of a sag in a utility line, the

third pole as a prop, and’ thepower
ﬁnw would be uninterrupted.

"This same.problem can occur.
spiritually. For. _example, most

.| Christians pray in - the mormng

“That's the first pole. And alost all -
Christians pray at night. That's the
second pole. But around midday the
spiritual battle can rage the strong-
-eat. For increased spiritual strength
add a third prayer. -

You say you pray all day long-=

when you drive to work or while you
do the dishes? That’s not what 1 -

mean! It's fine to walk with God,

‘but - I'm jalking about prayer on
-Ayourknea‘ ngmgGod yw undi-
vided attention.

Mmafmuukrecmlud-ym
b0 nourishod physically. The Bibke

If you were an cngmecr gt a - eumpbapmyerzhmcumesadny

solution would-be obvious. Add a + Heart,” set us this example. “Eve-

" dicof the day. The
' mysryoutendloforgeuhatyomm

-domgoodmmwhyyouuat

,ymucmmpa'mhr‘iqpﬂ-

* for proper nourishment spiritually.”.. .
" David, “a man after’ God's own

ning, and morning, and at: noon,
will I-pray, and <y aloud: and -he

‘shall hear my vmee" (Ps. 55:17). |
- Daniel “kneeled upos his knees
“three times ‘s day, and prayed"

" (Dan. 6:10). This was his habit. " -
‘You can get offeﬁ;rsc by thcmld-
oly Spirit neods

to be repienished. Without this extra

inaspiritual battle, and that you must
frequently relate what you are domg
toGod'sstandards.

Since you began reading this, ymr
| mind has come up with at least baif a

pray three times 2 day. Get on your
_ knces and ask your Creator 1o help

nﬁuﬁy‘ ~8yfoniow O

that ye enter rigt into temptation.”
We may also pray that God will not
consider it neécessary to lead any of us
inta the great tribulation: ﬂ.ukg

- 21:36), or that “hour of trigl that is

comiig on the whole world™ (Rev.
3:10, RSV).

Ask God’s protection

-~ “Deliver us from evil.” lecc this

is 0ot 2. prayer for.me but for us: This
word :ml is translated mare pruper!y\

evil une. We here may ask God's pro-

“UTection rom Satan and his Jémons.
We have seen that the first lhne

" requests relate fu., (md {His name,

Kingdom and will) s d-help us get
our mind on God and. Has - di.llwllﬂ

“the’hearv. Tuy the mﬂaa even o give

every man .u.wrdmg to his ways, and

aveeding o the fruit of his doings”

H Coqdes. B10) bty pesessary for God
S N tu try all of us to find out'in adv.amuz
; ~what isin eur heart or mipd, and.
whether g7 not we will follow the
fight ways in ali cifcumytances. He
B~ mEy oifow ciicumMiances wWhere out .
Yo am ov or. Justs will becume ewident
T &mal Actually it is pot God
. \iohu hnpts. us, but our owa fusy

{Jas. §:13-14). :

\"‘!!thvb 26:31: “”as.lgandpwh

& -
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- needs (daily bread. debis, ao:mQ

The Tast Tour retate Sired

msﬂs Cproetechiond. ln conclusion
again direct our. thyughts. back to”

- Gad, our Creator, because He has all

puwer now and forever (o bying these

- AHings o pass. And oyr tinal “Amen”

affizens - agsm the sw?‘ L gf our
 pra¥er, saympm 06, Be it
2‘.@" \ .

Other inslivctions
. We i n; told Go.pray for all sam(s
“Eén!s 6! 3. T@ ‘pray for us,” that is

. . M '
- the ministry (f”‘rm- 5:25). to pray
for all men including rulers and other

authorities so that we .might live at

peace (I Tim. '2:1-2). Samuel, the
. prophet and judge, knew that it:

wouid be a sin for him if he did not

pray for God’s people (I Sam -

12:23).

After all these things, il you lull'

think you need instruction on how
you should pray, read in the Scrip-
tures how other people prayed.

You may find a prayer list heipful *

as an aid {o memory of things, cir- =

cumstances, people, pmblems ‘you
want lo pray about.

Jesus ‘Christ said, *Whatwever ye

shal ask the l-athcr in my name, he

16:23). What

dies 1l mean to ask in His name?

.means we ask by His authomy aﬂd
,by His permission. .

~We should cume w God in pmyer

. with faith and confidence. “Without
- faith it is impossible to please him,

for he that cometh to God must be-
lieve that he is, and that he is a re-

warder of them that diligently seek .

him"” (Heb. 11:6).

Jesus also said, “Therefore | say '
, Unto you, Wmnhmgs soever ye de-

sire, when y¢ pray. bejjeve that ye re-

‘l-. i
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ark 11:24). If we did ask contrary
His will how could we have any
dith that He would fulfill our re-

. Quest? :
.And if we ask only things that we °

selfishly want, God may not answer
that prayer! *“Ye ask, and receive not,
because ye ask amiss, that ye may
consume it upon your lusts” (Jas.
4:3). : )

But if an otherwise acceptable
prayer is not immediately answered,
does this mean that God has gone

. back on His word? Absolutely not.

God has not told us when He will an-
swer. His answer for the present may
be “No,” or “Possibly I'll do it later,

because now is not really the best
~ time for you, ccnsidering\all the cir-

cunistances.”
nd He sometimes tries our

. patience, so.we may develop more

patience, trust and faith’ in
Him. -

" *~But there is an old saying, “If at

first .you don’t .succeed, try, try
again.” The parable of the importun-

. ing (persistent) widow and the unjust
* judge was given to make this evident.

Sec Luke 18:1-8. . _
“And shall not Ged avenge his

-pwn elect, which cry day and night

unto him, though he bear long ‘with
them? [ tell you that he will avenge
them speedily™ (verses 7-8). '

Form and bo;turo of puyg//
Wheré should we pray?  Christ
told us to pray in our closet, that is, in

.a private place (Matt. 6:6). We can-

concentrate better on-our prayer and

- the Father, without distractions to -
interrupt. “And if we pray in secret

He will reward us. In search of priva-

¢y, Jesus and others prayed in soli- .
tary places in the out of doors, the -
_ desert, on a mountain top, on the flat

housetops common at that time and

“in an “upper chamber.”

ive them, and ye shall have them”

with the fingers pointed upward as on
so ‘mgny religious pictures or arti-
facts. - :

‘Some people, because of physical
“infirmity, can’t kneel or in some
.cases even starid. God's ability to

~ -hear and to answer their prayers isn’t

limited by such circumstances.
-However, the usual posturc in the
Bible for private prayer is to kneel on
* both knees. Public prayer was in a

" standing positiodt, with _excep%

notably Solomon’s public prayer
the dedication of the temple (I Kings
8:54). In onc unusya! example David
went to the tahdmaé!'; to pray after
his request tq build the temple was
" denied. On this occasion we read that
David sat before God during his
prayer (1 Chron. 17:16425).
" Yo ask for our daily bread implies
we should pray daily. But the Scrip-
tures give us other evidence beyond
this. David prayed three timds a day
(Ps. 55:16-17) at “‘evening, and
morning and gt noon.” Daniel also -
prayed threc tiries a day (Dan.
6:10). This apparently was related to
_the hours of prayer at the tabernacle
and later at the temple, the hours of 3
pm., 9 aim. and 12 noon. You will
find other references to these times'in
" Acfs 3:1 and 10:30.
“Other scriptures ondhis subject in-
struct us-o contipue “instant [or con-
stant] in prayer” (Rom. .12:12)..1In

Ephesians 6:18, we are told we -

.should pray always. In the words of
Paul in I Thessdlonians 5:17 our
prayers should be \without ccasing.”
How can wé pray thg way? Silently,
throughout the dayMywhile we go.
about our daily activitijs. As Nehe-
‘miah did as he sfood before King Ar-
tagerxes (Neh. 2:4).

X
Avold extremes

But avoid extremes. Sonfe people
in their zcal and enthusiasm pray-
more than they sheuld. They become

Some ask what-physical’ position> practically prayer-and- Bible-study
hermits! Children and spouscs are
neglected while they spend. long
a ___hours “getting in lheir prayer time.”

¢ should be in when we pray to God.
People havestrange_and mistaken
ideas, such as holding their ta

" certain way, Of women wearing &’
_veil. ‘But_the Scriptures describe
. ‘prayers given standing, kneeling or
 prostrate with the head touching the

ground.. Sometimes the hands are
lifted, though not always. But no-

where is there any mention of hold- -

ing the hands with palms together

" “the rest of the werld. On the'a

_ ving as they should in
outgoing concern for {he i
hand. take heed to this: appropriate

__saying: Seven days without prayer

makes one weak! v _
The Bible nowhere states how long
we should pray each day — just like'

»
- .

-

»

the financial offerings we give and
the fréqnency or length of our fast-
ing. God leaves it to us to decide, and’
watches to see what we will do. *
Jesus when He knew He was going
to be crucified within 24 hours,

- prayed for a solid hour, them went

back to continue twice more (Matt.

.. 26:38 -and following verses).

On another occasion, when Jesus
.was about to make the important de-
- cision of selecting the 12 apostles, He

prayed.all night (Luke 6:12). So it”

should seem obvious that five, 10 or
20 minutes a day before our Creator
God is insufficient. .
God has prémised help
Though we may stumble around in

. our prayers, God has’ promised-to

help us. After all, He inspired Solog_

_ mon to write, “The prayer of the

upright is his delight” (Prov. 15:8).
We learn from Paul: “Likewis¢ the
[Holy] Spirit helps us in our weak-
ness; for we do not know how Yo pray-
as we ought, but the Spirit himself .
{itself, KJV] intercedes for us with
sighs too deep for words. And he who
searches the hearts of men knows .
what is the mind of the Spirit, be-.
cause the spirit intercedes for the
saints according to the-will of God”
(Rom. 8:26, 27, RSV). ,
“Let us therefore come bbidly
[with confidence, RSV] unto the
throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in times
-of need™ (Heb. 4:16). ;
If we had an audience with a great
rulér, or person of ‘great influence on
this earth, we would be very excited
and probably feel privileged. Think

how far-gredter-it-is to~be-ableto- -

. come. into .the presence of God, the
rulér of the vast universe. - T

“Enter into kis gates with thanks-*
giving,”and into his courts with
praise” (Ps. 100:4).

“But in every thing by prayer and
supplicatian with thanksgiving iet
your requests be made known unto
God” (Phil. 4:6). o

When you enter God's throne

" room; remember that Jesus Christ is
ted at His right hand. Twenty-
- four great spiri i6
thete, with cherubim, seraphim &nd-
an innumerable host of angels as
.well. The driving force of the uni-
verse is listening. Pray with energy
‘and zeal. © . :
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shall be preache et

Matthew 24:14

from the historic endurance run by a Greek soldier

in 490 B.C. who, aftef making fous. trips to re-
5 quest help, ran from the village of Marathon to Athens, a
, - distance of more than 22 miles, to report a crucial victory
[ in a war against the Persians. After tremendous exertion,
: " he delivered the message and fell down and died. -

L A mar;thon is'no 50-yard dash. It is a long, grucling,

torturmg endurance run of usually 26 tmlcs. 385 yards A

finish the race. Everyone who finishes is a winner.

I.participated in & 20-thile marathon:during the 1978
o Feax; at Fresno, Calif. ¥ou learn a lot when you actually go
i~ through anexperience like that. I want to share with you a
i -umber of spiritual lessons and analogies from that

The sposﬂc Paul compared the Christian life h run-

' Q marathon ifa s(pecia‘l kind of race. It gets its name

runner’s primary goal: not to come in first, but to just A

' : ning a race in Hebrews 12:1-2 (Revised Standard Ver-

i: sion): “Therefore since we are surrounded by so great a
o cloud of witnesses {refemng back to chapter 11°s e¢xam-
{ - ples of righteous men and_women of the past], let us also
1o _ Jay aside every weight, and snTwhich clmgs so closely, and

3" let us run with perseverance the race that is set befort us,.

: looking to_Jesus-the pioncer and/perfecter of our faith,
- .. who for the joy that was set befor him endured the cross,
" despising the shame;and is mt at thc right band of the
throne of God."”
Fdon’t think the aposticPaulh dm mmdg lDG-yxrd ﬁash
wherconlyone is the winnes.
A “nﬂ'non like the Christjan life, requires a tremen-

* becg.use you're out there for haurs (or years) goingat it.
was something the Corinthia
srenany lessons mbe ieuned from Paul'samlogy

"uoqmsm

» 4

.- “These is much yam wh ﬂmmng a marathon And

' nnleu you concentrate on yonr goarof ﬁmshmg the'race,

s you're gomg to let

S, - that pain ge: tg you,

o gnd youw'll think:
A.'Whaa am | doing
- bere? I'm going to give up gnd

“A Marathon TUnner must bt — %—x\
- extremely motivated to 4 "
..  achieve the goal.'And moti-

: '\vatmm—:demre to take and

maeoomvs m‘;ymn‘

‘dous amount of endurance (as we just read in Hebrews 12), |

<

y beesuse themarathon— —
were familiar with. There -

g | Y ' T N\ turn. A world-cluss’
TN runner ‘would fot let.
, s | negative thoughts dis-
) . quit! And many runners do just L
I | !ew more miles to £0, they quit. dnrqs.hevnn wm. ) -
l HON i thu-d raqmremeﬂt is. ..
K. pmpcreqmpmem Aliamar"

" erown of leaves. But our contest is for an eternal crown

- bewasted in the ﬁna!mmules of the race? In God’s Church,

maintain action — is just as important sp?rituslly.

One of the most important things a runner can do be-
fore entering a marathon — especially God's spiritual
marathon — is count the cost (Luke 14:26-29). Running a
20-mile race is not something you do on thg spur of the
moment. Being bapnzed and entéring the Church is not
something- that is taken lightly either. There should be
careful thought and de?ailed examination as to why you
aspire to enter the race. And once it's started, there should
be no turning back. . )
Training o T N

The one element that ol’ten maken or breaks a competi-
tive runner is training. Loss-of sleep or lack of exercise can
destroy a prommnh career. Tae same is true of thie spiri-
tual competitor. -i
- “Every. competitor in athletic events goes mt&,scnout )
training. Athletes will take tremendous pains for a fading

that will never fade. I run.the race then with determina-
tion. I am no shadow-boxer. I really fight! 1 sm my body’s
stefnest master, for fear that when T have preached to '
others | should myself be disqualified” (I Cor. 9:25, Phil--
" lips tranﬂatnon) For fear that because of lack of training
you won't finish the race, you watch your diet, make sure
you get your sleep and above all sctually get out and run, -
jog. pile dp the miles to build up. your muscles and your -
endurance (breathing eﬂiewncy. capacity of hcart and -
blood vessels).
Without enough sleep, proper foods, a reguh.r cxercise -
program and hour upon hour of running to build endur-
ance {or praying to bujld faith and confidence) you're not
going to perfarm as well. You'll get bogged dmvn, discour-
aged and in a bad attitude. -
There is unceptainty involved in trammg too. Can you
win? Can you finish the course? Wil all the hours of effort

we don’t Imow how much time is left. Often it seems like
- Christ will never re-

pt his training or his'race. Nei-
tbgr shouldnChmhan whohasa -
- promise from God that il be ea- -
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There should be careful thouglit and detailed examination as to why ﬁzou

aspire to enter the race. And once

athon runner needs are good shoes with arch supports,
socks, briefs and-shorfs. When you're running 20 to 26
miles, you're making 20,000 repeats of the same motion,
which can casily cause a blister. Spiritually, we're told,

- “Let us lay aside every weight and sin/w_hich clings so

closely” (Heb. 12:1). .
By the same tokew, you can’t wear something real loose
cither. The biblical expression “gird up your loins™ refers
to that. When men wore robes they would gather the robe
togethes and cinch it up with a belt, out of the way for
running or fighting. Ephesians 6:13-14: “Take [put on]
the whole {spiritual] armor of God . . . baving girded your
loins \‘s:m_\ truth.” _ ’ ! S

Competition : e

- I went to services in the momin\g.\gnd they announced .
the marathon for that afternoon. I barely had time to get -

home and back. I'd eaten a fairly light breakfast, and 1
grabbed a handful of dried Granola, drank some apple
juice and took off. , 5"

We got to the track, and guess how many were there to
run the marathon? Fifteen! Qut of about 6,000 at the
Frcsno*?%t; That’s significant too, because the same

thing is trudjn a spiritual marathon.fsn’t it? God says,
, mﬁy are called and few are chosér/One of the organizets
show us the way. Jesus’

of the marathon led the first dap
Christ is our pacesétter. In running this spiritual race with
endurance, we look to Him. o )

* We all ran the first lap at thie same pace, at about 8%
minutes per mile. Iato the second lap, 1 came toa sobering

realization. I started getting tired and experiencing some -

. pain. In spite of counting the cost in advance, 1 thought,

I'm not gbing to be ableo finish. Spiritually, that often

_ happens to Christians after being baptized.
'L had two choices — either keep up the pace until T just

couldn’t make it any longer and then drop out, or slow

down and make sure to finish. My goal wa¢’ not 16 try to

" beat anybody, buf to finish the race. So I'slowed down:

Had I tried to compete with the guys up front, it would
" have prevented me from learning my own capabilities and

" * limitations. And He says to us in I Corinthians 10:12 to
compare yourself with others is unwise. Sometimes you

have to slow down in order to make it through a trial.
At times a muscle just above my right kriec would begin
to cramp, and I would have to walk for a while, whichisa

"very humbling thing to do. But it l;alm humility in God’s

way of life, too, to mainiain your own pace even though
- you see others advancing beyond you and some passing
you up. But if someone clse is ordained as a deacon or

" elder and you're not, that has‘nothing to do with your-

race. You'rernot in competition with other people. -~

Periodic noyrishment . .
Also extrgmely important in a distance race is periodic

nourishment. 1t's like a Christian being fed spiritual nour-, ~
ishment. When running in 80-plus degreée. temperatures,

“bereoncarth.- G-~

C elder in gregon, responsible -

jBay.Eu'genean\gjjoseburg. o

which is a dry hcat,‘ your body loses fluids. Though I drank ’
a quart of orange juice and eight cups of water dyring that

race, I lost eight pounds.

There were hydrants along the course, supposedly with

ater, but they turned out to be dry. Those can be com-
ypared to false churches in the Bible (Jer. 2:13). L,

One of the women there kept my orange juice for me
part of the race. But she kept saying; “I don’t know if |
cant stay for the whole race.” It's a comforting thing where
\Christ says, “I will never leave you nor forsake you™ (Heb.

,13:5). Whenever we need that periodic nourisﬁ‘n’_\cut.

Christ is there any time of the day or niglﬁ. II Corinthians

4:16 says the imward man must be renewed day by day.

_Finighin the course .
The m/g;\hon is a private race: You don’t have specta- -

tors sitting in the stands cheering you on. After a while a

-+ runner gets extremely tired. So do Christians. It’s not that .

~ they want to quit, but they long for Christ to return. .

Keep in mind Galatians 6:9, “Let us not grow weary in
well-doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we ¢do not
lose heart.” Just keep on going, one step after the other,
Xkeep moving toward the finish at a realistic pace. _

1 got down to the finral Jap and hadn’t seen anybody for,
a long time. As I stopped for my last cup of water, I asked,
“Is anybody cise still out?”? And they siid, “You've got
fourth place locked up if you finish.” What? Fourth place!
Out of 15 rugﬁ-

Onesaid:

of quictly drop out.” Tragically, that happens in God’s

Church. People don’t say anything to anybody sometimes. .

‘Those people have taken their eyes off Christ.

The fifth-place winner was a girl. She.had gotten tired .
- and thought she had to drep out; but with a sudden burst -

of energy she finished-in the dark with a flashlight. That
shows-real motivationéand endurance.

juice. There’s going to be afmeal after the spiritual mara-
thon too. But 1 guarantee yop I'm not going to miss. the
great marriage banguet of Christ.™ S .

At services the next day, the names of the finishers were:

. annaunced. It was a nice feéling. But how does thafcompare * -

to having Jesus Christ look you in the eye and say, “Well

‘ amy people ha\}c come by hereand got their -
cupof water, and that’s the last wesee of them. They justkind -

jt”s started, there should be no turning back. .

- A Cdokout - was held after-the race, but | jud,t.&anicd to. . .
get home, také a shower and drink a few quarts of orange’

\

‘dong, good and faithful servant” and having your ownname ., '

announced at that wedding - : :
" banquet? The rewards you - i

sreceive are for all of eternity, .

notjust fora ﬂsct'_ipg moment

Larry Walker is a prdaching E

tor churches in Bend, Coos -
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- We learned what p es why-Jesus used them. We also saw thatthere are |
" three distinct' sets or ‘groupirigs of parables, each having: a-different theme. Last .
month we began 16 examine the first six parables of the ﬁfst-gféup."\We@yill conclude
.Y the study of the six parables about the Kingdom of God in this article..
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_abroad, If any ma

B A nd hesaid unto them, Is a caf-
B dle brought to be put under a

bushel, ‘or under a bed? and
not to be set on a candlestick? For
there is nothing hid, which shall not
be manifested; neither was any thing
kept sccret, but that it should come
ave eargto hear,

let him hear” (Ma}k 4:21- g§
This parable h
nificant meaning for the disciples.
Jesus had told them earlier: “Fear

* them [the people] not therefore: for
. there is nothing covered, that shall -
. not be revealed; and hid, that shall '

not bt known. What I'teik you in
darkness, that speak ye inJight: and
what pe hear in the ear, thut preach
ye upon the housetops” (Matthew
10:26-27).

The. Goapcl message is the light

" that shines in"a durk place. Christ
wa the Light of the world (John
< 1:9). Christians are to light the world.
-with their example and with their

miessage (Matthew 5:14-16). It s the

. work und the duty of God's Church |
" to proclaim the mysteries of the

Kingdom of God'to all the:world.

-Christ- illustrated this ‘impdrtant -
. point by showing that if a person
_bought a candle it would be,ridicu-
lous to: hide it (or snuff out its.
- lighi) beneath a bushel basket! So it
* is with the message of the Kingdon.
At is not something for. a Christian
to clutch 1o his breast as a personal’
e tuhsman, it is not his alonc to have i
, and 10 keep. *

‘It is & message that must be pm~
clalmed As Puul said, *.. . woe is

. unto me, if | preach nat thc gospcl" '
. (I Corinthians 9:18). .

an cspecmlly sig--

‘

- Can we lude such truth and light

under a “bushel” T
God furbxd‘

The guln of mustard sood

“*Another parnblc put he forth
unto them, saying, The kingdom of
heaven is like t6 a grain of mustard
seed, which a man took, and sowed in
his field: Which.indeed is-the teast of
all seeds: but when'it is grown, it is
the greatest among herbs, and be-
cometh a tree, so that the birds of the
air come and lodge in the branches
thereof” (Matthew 13:31, 32).

Again, we use Matthew’s account.
This parable shows that the prepara-
tion for the Kingdom of God has the
smallest of beginnings. Yet that rul-
ing Kingdom will ultlmulciy fill all
the carth.

_ Daifel wrote: “And thcrc was give
en him [Christ] dominion, and glory, -

and a kingdom, that sll people, na-
tions, and languages,” should server
him: - hi§ -dominion- is an everlasting

. dominion, which shall not pass awhy,

and his kingdom that which shali not.
be destroyed” (Dunicl %:14). -

The saints will inherit this’ King--. -

dom with Christ. “But the saints of
the most gighyshall take the king-
dom, and possess ‘the kmgdom for

ever, even for gver and ever” (versc -
" 18).
What a- magmﬁcent dcalmy' What '
. incredible glory! This is thé marvel-
‘ous fuiuft of all true Christians — to:
. inhierit a// things as a part of the unie,
 verse-filling, Kingdom of God. = ...V

But look how small it all began! lﬁ.

- all of OM :Testament Limes, only a

"1 God has revealed to His people.”

truthis that were kept secret|from the

¥ beginining of time: Even the mighty
- prophets of old were not granted the

samt insight into. thie plan of salva-

. tion" -that lay members of God's

Church may have today, . - -

. Bven angels desire 'to look into: -

some’ of the things wé may readlly

know (I Peter 1:10-12). “But as itis -

3,000 peoplewereaddeéd to the Church;
heard, ncnher have, entered into the

written, Eye hath not seen, nor car

hath preparcd for them that love

him,

B “But God ﬁam revealed thetn uitto
- us by his Spirit: for the Spirit search- -
éth all things, yea, the deep thm_gs of

God” (l Coririthians 2:9, 10).
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called to'inherit the Kingdom of God..

*. Men like Abraham, Isagc, Jacob,
."Noali, Daniel and David. Women
- like Esther, Rahab Sarah and
" others. ;

. 1t was not unul shortly after thc
death gnd resurrection of Christ that
< substantial. numbsrs of people were
called to the Kingdom of "God.

On the day .of Pentecost, A. D 31,

and from then on it grew or oantmct
auL

¢

/ing de;
“turies (Acts 2 41-47).

* At this prescnt time, God is &‘ddmg _

to the Body of CHrist those who are ;
called to eternal-life. By the return of -
Jesps Christ, thousands upon thou-
sands shall have been added to that

mthe sea"‘usamlhu.Q).

‘ever-growing multitude. It will then
constitute the ruling Family in the
Kingdom of God. Eventually, all Is-
rael and every human-being who has
ever lived will have had an opportuni-
-ty for salvation. God is not ‘Willing
that any should pensh ( Peter
3:9).

Think of all the billions of people
who have ever lived and realize that

most of them will ultimately be add- -

¢d to the Kingdom of God. When it's

* all said and done, that Kingdom will

finally fill the earth! .
How appropriate is the parable of- -
the tiny mustard seed that grows into  * -
a large shrub or bush in which the
“birds of heaven find shelter. That
tiny seed ‘pfoduces a plant many -
thousands of times its own sizg -
and so it w:ll be with the ngdom of

God N

'Th- Kingdom llko luvon

- “Another parable spake .he unto
them; The kingdom of heaven is like-
“unto legven. which a woman- took,
and hid in three measures of meal, .
. till the whole. was leavencd" (Mata_
thew 13:33). -
The fifth para‘ble 1llustrates' essen- -
tially the same point as'the previous
one, but by a different analogy. The -
entire parable is contained in Mat- .
thow 13:33, :

~ Leaven is the, substance used to -
make bread dough risc by expansion.

Most homemakers: will be . familiar
_withits qualities. Even those who

. have not. Uséd yeast, have at least

made cakes, biscuits, pancakes-or a

< “similar product with baking -powder, . S
cammx_umysmm[ul_bﬁbsople were ‘whxch_lulmgtypﬁnf leaven A little- 4 .

- leaven is:all that is necessary to leave -

_en the’ whole lump of dough- (Gala- 7 e

tians 5: 9) .

S0 it is with the Kingdom of Go
What God has started with a_com)
parative egew at this time will ulti-

, mately result in-the entire earth le-
ing blanketed with the knowledge-of .
God. “They shall not hurt for de-

" stroy in all my holy mountain [na-

“tion]: for the earth shall befull of the
. Kgowledge of the Lord, as.the waters

Tho uad crowlnc of I!uu

“And he said, So is the kingdom of .
'God, as if a man should cast seed into
the ground; and should sleep, and rise
night and day, and the sced should

N

- s
4




& Cnm.s havu ukcn ;mn aaceptm
" Hes Jesus' mention ‘of the. pustard ...
Tplantanditsseed ins. parabld Much -,
~ [.of tho problem js a result of 2l k of
Tk mldcrsnndmg cbwhat Jesm ¢l ually

Not only ‘has Jem O\vn m(el
o  and- understanding been Im-
- pugned ‘but also thd entiré veracity

| &nd relinbility of the Word of God —
1 all ‘because people have read thei
own-ideas and . qxpcnencb into ‘the
,Palcsuman background. .
'} " The mustard- plant
|largest’ of trees, they have s
-even. a_tree:al alll anmn y-
“ | could: not build riests-in it, and-its
0 | seed'is-not thc: smiallest.of seeds ﬁut '
-~ Fthey.ate missing the point;

~ | . Although various other m:ntrﬁca-

ern “commentators. agree: that the
 plant of Jesus’ parables” was the

| Jg Bigra. .

Isis an: ﬁnmml hcrb that growu »

how. For .the earth bringeth forth ",
fruit of herself; first ihe. blade, - then
. 'the ear, aftér that the full corn in’ ‘the

"ear. But when the fruit is ‘broughit
forth, immediately he putteth in the

(Mark 4:26-29). '

o .mechanism by, which the. Word of -
-+ the end:of this. age of gmwth

¢, God. produces fiuit.in human ‘lives,.
‘But-we cortamly can plamly gee: that
'|t does! \
‘God’s ministers’ are very much llkc
‘ '_thosc .who plant seed’ and- then care .
’ for*t while it comes to fruition,. Paul

- have planted,” Apollos watered; but -
God gave. the increase. So thén nei- .
.~ ther iS" lic that planteth any thirg, .

neither®

thians 3:6-7). *

"Church. to grow_in_grace, in- knowl-
edge and in character. This growth is

tlon; have been proposed, most. fnod=". .

‘ otdma:y blnck m\utl‘td BIau'lca ’
<% up for commertial mustard ‘and aldo

~for.its “oil.” OF all garden’,

"m ro indged

‘sprmg and grow up, | he knoweth not -

 ickle, becausethe harvest i i came”

e such an analogy when he.ge- .

* ferred to himself an®- Apotlos: T - - ;

"expoundcd all lhmgs to ms dlsciples :
). R -

fig that watereth; bt - God—parmcn%&hpr&mblwf
‘that giveths thc mcreasc" « 'CErm« :

God causes each membcr of ‘the :

brought about by God’s Holy prnt '

m even at umwm or !‘5 fege, The'
“ledves aré large, Lhe flowers are yel-
low, ‘and the small, hh,clmh seeds
'mw in linesr pods. v
One must no;,omwok ‘that Josus -
was speaking of an agricultural plant -
and & md that ‘was mm. not A
tree. o - '
“The, kmgdom of heaveu la like to
8 grain of mustard sced, ‘which a-man
took, and sowed” (Me1t. 13:31); This

sced -parable follows’ the parable of -
the sower and the sced and the para-
les., of thc meé sowed by the adver.
“f ' . x_ . X
‘-Muuhcw and 'Mark ducnbe the'

;;,niu)tard plant as an herb (not a iree

:

as wo think.of treés): and the word -
’slgniﬂss a znrden herb a culm’a«ted
plant :

Mustard of coum:, wis cultivated
for its ‘ socds, ‘which ' were gréund

adx. it

. working in.cach mdnvxdual life — not

_ by the minister’ (husbandman) Itiis

"also God who adds to'the Churchas a
" whole (compare John 6:44 and Acts,’
" 2:47), He incréases it quanutauvely
as well as qualitatively. -

- Those who are. caliéd: in-this age

‘God who will reap Hisown haryest i in

'-Tsur‘nmary "

~ bies, which: were given to the people.
", without explanation. Later they were
alI_ explaingd-to‘the dis¢iples:,

.and when- they. were alone, he

j(Mark'k 4
The- predommam lhqm '

;'ngdam of God., S
By these pp\rables Jesus showed

"that most people who are called pass:
thréugh' soveral ‘stages. Those who.
endure to the. end — conlmm/ng 0.
bear the good fnm of God‘s Spmt —

" become hard and rigid god ' ,:,

hould be further obvious by the con-
texi -in,. Mauhew 13: The- mustard

- vised Standard Version: The v

b and the sinnér will tave to live'side "~

© 7" are the~firs(fruits""of that great har- .-
“We do not “understand’ ‘the- preen “vest of-lives (Jatnes 1:18).-Abd: iteis . final harvest: o‘ﬁsoms at'the erid of the', :
,;".. world. “Then Chris’s: angehc seNants_j_' i

Thw completcs the ﬁrst six bara- )

f ghmc B

: earlh' “The ngdom wnll gmw andz-

ﬁusm plam wﬂs
“ Even todpy in | :

md is 8°Commeon W

ing far above the heads o!‘ {he-

‘and Mds in hdsht afl othe:

the fleld.
In avtumn the mmn and b@m@g

mare than enofgh ‘strength '\
the weight ofntfsmall birds that aeé]
attracted by their l'ondness fov il
cdiblo seeds..

s not necgssary to suppoae t
thcue birds actnully built nests in ¢
‘ branches, as iranslated in the R

*(rendered in the King James Vors
lodge) simply mcans llghr .
(Note that Mhurk 4:32 res

theshnd of ity ', i
Pcopl%w glaingd
noits, howdver: ] lltﬁﬂmh ﬂ\g

‘season of- i:'g
eton of &

wxll‘ultxmately 'acchc salvauon and, .
‘glory-for al) eternity: .
The rest-will be-cast. mm a lakc of .
fire, which’ rcpresants ‘their seéond —; . ]
“and final — dgdth; Buf'the righteous. ..

by side in"this society like the grain .
and thic weeds — that, A¥ryuntil the-,

; : Bive
grow;h in Hxs Church ot both ‘nit
" merically : .and bpmtually And the .

cxample Jof the lamp- under thé busha‘i‘
el teaches us that the Church of God.
must prcach the Gospel of The. ng-'
lom s a beacon of light shlmng 'in d". ‘
world of darkness. - . . )

~ in addition, we have learned \hat :
what God is starlmg 80, smdll in us

“flaurish to become m;lhons df hmes ‘
_its starting size. . "
" 'What profound truths these slmple
.~ parables contain! What glory isre-:
vealcd in tham' =]
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The Good News. in comunction with the Corro
spondence Course Department, presents brief
monthly. extursions -into the,study bf- thq Bible,”
delving into topics relavant to the develaqment
and increased undarstanding of Jdture members
of the God Family. Bible studyfs one; means by
whlch Christians are renewed aily. (Il Cot’ 4: "16),.
80 let's refresh ourgelves with: mqre ot the pre

| -cious triths of God's Word!

- "Instructions: The tormat-:of thase mmnstudwa

is-similarto that of the Ambassador Collegd Bible
] Correspondence Course. ‘Logk up and.read in -
| 'your Bible the scripture references given_in ‘an-

swer to the‘questions. Comments jollowing the
F quasnons elaborate on the. *scr,:ptures just.read,."

* That's all there is'to it {Thess studies are qaaed‘ '
ori the King James: Verslon of the Blblé. unlasa
_.olherwlse smtﬂ )

‘ -tells us that the--preaeqce ‘af
God's Splrit inoh@’ bmmd ‘hrihg lacktheréot, |sthe

| “aole factor that determines whethier or not an Indi:

“viduafis mallya(}hrlsﬂan {Rom.B: 9): Thsrefore it
is imperative that we \mderstand just | how the, Mqu

- 8piritis manifested ina Christlan'sfite... .| -

" 1. Did-Jesus Christ: clgarly mdioata that a per

/| son. is’ known\Sy‘i’us Mruits,” or works? Matt.
- 7:20; In ‘what. way did He: chgracmriza Hnmself

.-f;ra ment»oned m Galatlane 5:19-21;

-

' _ Fr.uii iémiﬁed as the edible..usable portion

of a plant or vine. Christ is the “vine,” and we —"
if we-are His Spirit-begotten children — are the.

‘| . “branches.” .Our fruit is what we’ produce as

‘Christians that is-usable to Jesus Christ. .
‘Now the. gbod we, produce ‘comes from the -

T vine —, from’ Christ. Let'e underatand. A vine
R producgs grapes, not thcms Ar apple tree pro-
=1 duces apples, not thisties: Tha-vine. da;errnfhea

»_what fruit should be borne. By thls simple. analo- |
gy we gee that.it is Christ wha determinés what -
kind of truit we shourd beadr, as Chrlgtlans That

- L..frult ls” a:résult"of “hiving the mind- of Chriat

. (Phil. 2:5) Mt work in qa as: frladé P sible by

* | the Spirlt ot God, -

‘2 Héw' did the - epﬁgﬂé Paul wh W a: i

. :splmd ot Chrlsf ‘oltling the. frult lhat the’ Holy

‘Spmt p?oducaa in.a Chriagnan? Gal. & 2223
;- “The. Holj Sp»ru ifmparta- 10 'you the traits’ of
-Go :8.ch, acter: It we lack théise, OharacterISe

;»;' tics’in dur lives; then we, are likely 1 o be’ produc--,
Fing: many. of ‘the: opposlte fruits . calied. the

l.,“works of the: ﬂeah . These undasirable works
They it
. elude strn‘e division® and various objachomable‘

.|-vstatey of mind. All the works of the flesh con-

_tribute to, the generdl ‘misery and: unhappiness’
of the mdwldual being thoroughly unaaha‘lymg

CHis F’afﬁer andThaif followsrs? John16:1-8;Does
| God axpect Chrlstlans to behr _only. a Imle truit? -
'Varseu 5.8.. . :

- This isthe reason C‘nrlat calla and qhooses Hla
diaclples ‘10 bear fruit! *'Ye have W6t chosen
. me, but-F have ¢hosen you, ,;md widained you; that"
" ye should go and bring, forthi fruit, and that your
“truit -should- remain” (John . 15 18)." Jeaua was
»‘talkmg abqut spiritual fryitl >

~Jegus was not talking ahout a momentary sen |

sual thrill ar expenence coupled ‘with a testimony.
e that provés you are one of Hig. You must.be led-
by the Holy Spirit 10 be Chnst 8 (Rom 8 14) and

bear splrifual fral.

- But what will God's Sp\m lead and guide.you to’
‘do? What spiritual’ fruit, or ‘results, does ‘the Holy

| Spirif prodnce in cne who is smvmg 1 do the will

- of God?

'_ by the Holy Spirit.
: God 8 Splru runs down the riverbed of His law —

-,andxunfulﬁlhng
3. What is the firat fruit Paul Iista? Gal 5 2,

‘| Alsonotice Romans &:5: Is lova.the: basic:charac- -
- teristic ot God's, nature? | John: 4:18. is #t the
. greatest attrlbule God trans&ita to.us by the Holy
1. Bpirit?| Cor. 13:13. Be sute to read all of ¢chapter:
»,‘.13 {Charity in the King’ Jame Version'is an. old
“English word. for lgve.y B\

. The first and most important fruit of God's Splr»
it dwelliing in‘the minds-and- hearts of converted
human- bamds is. iave It Ia not just another torm of
human love sbut the divme Iove that comes direct-

| ly-trom Godl .,

4.1s (hie the same Iove that “will enable us to
“fulfill — 16 obey God's law?-Hom. 13:10.

,The love:of Gad ia imparted "t iHumian beings
Metaphorically spehking,




Te

" %the Ten Commandmenta it }a expressed ﬁrat of
all in adoration ‘and worship of God and literal
obedience to. Him; and then in-outgqing concern,
compassion, kindness and. servica toward our fei-
lowman (see Matt. 22:37- 40). .

The original Gragk word translated Iove in Ga-
latians 6:22 ig agape. In, context it munns,‘de-
votedn&se or Rindly-concern — an intense desird
_to-serve God and man.-John said: ‘“Bythis weé
” know that we loye the, children of God,- when we,
love God, and keep His commandments, For this
is the love of God, -that we keep his command

“'ments” (i John 6:2-3).

5. What is one of the principle waya in whlch

God's lave’ manifests itself toward oge's nalqh
bor? Turn to Romans 13: 10 once ag*

~ Did you notice that? The kind ot love lmpaned
“by God's Spint works na il to, anybodyl Rather.
God's love is just the oppoeite — 4 deep concein
and an intense desire to serve, help and encouri
age othera.. -

... Whean you reoeive the Holy Spmt the love of
God is the first frult you shoufd hegin’ m ghow
'Y 6u should think or.wark no i toward: anyone But
‘rather |eam,-develop_;'-t nk: o, arid act ona pro‘-

found concern and a fervént'd sire:

“and.mam. | -

At ﬁrst that's a tall. ordarl But ove} a. penod of .
time — not.all 4t once ~= you will biegin' to notice .
this wonderful Aguit in your lite’ as .’.ygu exerc:lse

.,and ugé God’ 8 ley Spurit -

*"The other fruits of the Splrit mentioned by Paul
Jin Galatians 5:22-23, and which We-will how begm
“to. covar, | amplify this begic characterlstic of

§. What ia the second fruit that’ Paul lists in .

;Galatlans 5:227 s it God’s will that wa ba Ilterally

ﬁmpd with }oy’?'Rom 9513, .
-Some paople think of- joy‘as the and reau .

) 'some Kind of, self- g(atlﬁcation —. 8 new toy, new
Gar, -new home, new ‘baby. Physically apeakmg,
when.fhings jo yo,ur way. the am"cman you teel is.
<oy, <
7. Doeat
‘this vital frui of God's, Spirit? Luke 15:7, 10
.What - cayses the angeis to have: joy?. ls it*
something personal they recerve? s it adding to
of gramymg !he~selt in-some- way?wlkmfnonaﬁt

Bible give nch deep meamng !o :

.

B

permanent blessings of God's Kingdom.

. ence? Heb. 12:2.

Christ was willing to suffer in anticipatlon of the

- real joy He would experience afterward in seeing .

--fellow heirs “born into God's Kingdom. This was
“ made possible-onlythrough the sacrifice of His life.

Joy received from personal gratification ig only

temporary. The car wears out, the ball game is"

" None of these physical thinga — though perfect-
‘ly all rngm to enjoy for the time — can ever brmg
parmanem lasting joy,. Christ 'and the righteous
angels receive joy from the outgoma giving of "

stant bolstering and. rejuvenating wlth mor@ and
.more objects and things. - -

9. What is the third fruit that bod 8 Spitlt wm.
man‘ifeet in a Chrisfian’s life? Gal. 6:22." k

- have, but what go few reaily possess. Mnny‘ vain-
. Iy attempt to achieve peace of mind through o8
cape.into aloohol, other druqa bizarre acﬂvmes

greater control ‘over his emonona ~= gven in ‘try-
‘ing mrcummancas He enjoyg. greater tranquility
‘andi.calm, quue\ semnhy, to ther with orderh
" hess o' mmd )
" 10. Does peace of ., mind come trom keepmg
The Ten Comymandments? Ps. 119:166.

"No one who. consisténtly breaks God*d ldw ean

! 'have real peace’of mind He will have fears and -
_God's natufe ~— the divine love given to.thode .’
vhom- GocLbagpm ‘with-Hig Holy: Spirit. ...~

"frustrations, as well as' a guilty conacuence No*

i_._uce howjayld‘awords apply.’

“heisa good actor, he may appear to be outward-
" ly, but inside he'is a seathing caldron, hotly acti-
-“vated by hig adrenal oianda_, Alwaye he hasto be

Ten Commandments, espec»any the Enghthl
" The person wha kaeps God's law knows he i8
d.cnng the right thing. Hia goals -and purposes .aré

-etc. A persan who-truly. has peace oI ‘mind Hes -

way of life that will result in the good, lasfiﬁg.'

8. What kind of joy doés Joaus Christ ‘experl- |+

2 b

_Over, the baby grons up, the 'stomach empties. ',

‘themselves to God and others! This kind of joy _ |’
_4" lasts for alheternity ‘and does not require con:

-Peace bf mind'is what everyone would liketo - o

[

" stabilized. His life isn't fraught with frustrations,.
‘and-he is nat plagued by a guilty conscience. He’

" Doesa 1hief have peace of mind whenﬂhe 8068 .
& police car.driving by? Is he caim.and sereq,e? -y,

prepared to run ana astmpd or cover up in some - 's‘
way. This .man can never find rea/ peace unlesa o
“-and until he repents of — quits — breaking God 8

theqa Thir ioy ia'in aeeing others racelve some-.
. thing good for them — Iri this case. as a result of

peoples’ repentance, which aventually’ leads to

eternal Songhig in God's: Kingdom. The' angels
dehgm in aeeing human bamgs begm to learn the

- eth-all understanding” (Phil. 4:7). (This subject to
be continited next lssue) —_ Prepered by chhard M.
- Sediack O . .-

ia8 at peace wnh God with himself and with- hle :
neighbor. He hea “the peace of God, which pass- i




‘Her eyes were alive with excite- -

“ment and her: face, although some-

" . what' flushed by 4 flurry of activity, |,

was fresh  and’ radiant as she

P greeted me. with an cnthusxastlc,v
ot “Hl' How thave: you been?” !
" “Her ‘hurried “planning: was in |

‘preparation for a dinner ‘honoring -

.. :Although 1
yoiing fidy, a Iongtlme friend, for
A numbei of months, my mmd re- -

- -partially ‘responsible for-any under-

standmg a little more clearly what -~
.'was.meant in Proverbs 18:24, “A -

~man that has fnends ‘must show
- hirnself frigndly.” |

-~ On-that’ day-after Sabbath ser;‘.

: vices the congrpganon was mxllmg

n.

L "_ about, tht emanations from' multi* N

ple convérsitions ‘gently creating &

happy, plcasmg atmosphcre .

..My iyoung fncnd J1doking some-
what défengive, ,approachmi meand -

thosé -réesponsible for Outreach, -2
rogram designed tq help others. = -
I had not seen the ' -

fleéted - back over ;the years to -
.} when this same individual wis

walks up to otllxers and begms acon-
.. versation!T just-sit there in'my seat,

over in-a corner, sort-of out of the

‘way, and wait for someone to come

“over and be friendly:" W
" .A.man —<or woman = who has °
friends must show. hnrnsclf fi'wndly'
- I thought: it, but: didn't say it. She
needed friends. Weall do, and | br,-
gan to hurt a little for her plight.”
-Calling hér, by name; I suggpste;l

" that'many of the brethren probably

domrcd to meet her, to get to know: j

+ her, but because of a consideration
-and respect for the privacy of others :
might hesitate to approach her,.
" fecling that perhaps they would be
infringing’ upon that privacy. Th
~maybe she wished 1o be: alona
would rot otherwise be'so. .

My comments seemed of htﬁc 80~

“lace. Her- feelings were hurt” by

-what“she assumed 10 ‘be ‘the- un-,

. friendliness of others. nght at tha
moment ‘words didn’t mean much.’
. “Has that éver happened to: you'?
Regardlcss of station in°life; from

put-into effect the proverb. She.

launched. into.a campaign to be -

. friendly — bouncing from person to

. person, group to group, expressing

“interest in the joys and traumas of -
others — and was suddenly pleas-

_untly surrounded by friends. =~ .
- We were dbviously all in negd of .~ - -
. dramatic. changes in our respective: - -

- lives whien thie great Creator made .

. each of us Hxs fnends (Jolm
18: 14-15)

" And He dld it,.not by smmg and o
- Mvaiting for us to come to Him, but -« -
" tather. by showirig Himself [riend-

_ Iy Remember, Jesus Christ.'re: ..
minds us, “Ye’ havev no;ghosen me,’

,tiat?d the’ mtmductory action. And __
.that saine Spiyit, which He i5,.¢an .
‘-perform thc same: semeev i ach of -

~all ehcompamng ls the: pnncxplq: rc-'
- veale .

~friendly - church 1. have ‘evew at: -

- abatlk;: for - there, was; obkus rap- -

hat causes: you to féel this (wuy?”

Aaway

tended™ I.was taken someWhatf‘

port ‘and ‘warmth expressed by the.
numerous - handfuls of brethren '
talkmg in' smail groups around the :
'_ - reom, "
o ="Wha€ is it about the breti:ren o

: oomplained “This is the most un- . -

cdrporate executive to low mdn on .

" the proverbial totem pole of life, until -
: w.e bcgm to- consider our dudignce
 more 1mporta‘nt than sélf;regardless .

g \of the size: of that gudience, we will

v 'alsked “Do. they igriore yon When ..
" you, ap[lgroﬁch them? Do they walk -
rom. you? ‘Say affenngvc s

_#xpericice. difficulty in having .
- friends. As the apostle Paul stated,

" *Be kindly affectioned on to anoth-

T

" -us have re:al warm affection for one '
hd g

_.er with brotherly. love, in horor pre--

femng one ariother” (Rofh. 12:10). -
-Orasirithe Phillips translation, “Let

~another as betwe.en. brothers, atid's

- _§hmgs to; you" C s N,
37 “What is it thay makes tham

* . -seem unfriendly?”

" The obvious begmningx ‘of & pOut R

du-ectm “her lips, she snnpped

“I'm not the kimd of gerwn who Just:
© THEGOCDINEWS May 1978 T

- willingness to Jet the other man ave
thecredit »e D
‘Now gome momhs later, hcrc sho
‘was — bustling about to give; share,

“and .bring pledsure . to others
' —an excmng example of one who.

- tion wete hungry. spmtually, and

-;gshn ‘belped féed them. That some

‘were _thirsty, -and.’she " gave..them

-, pity,. were, literally strangcn. and‘ -
she took them in, . - .
{"" She saw the nieed fot-each of us_ 0

" be tade-well, and she contributed
: to that healing.-And. sh¢ saw: the

c My friend fiow has many'f'riénds.' .
beeause sheshowed herself friendlyr
L Aqd it q!! staited with; “H;! How»

drink. That many, aching to break . -
hrough the tenacious bonds of self- - -

nead for’ visiting those who, hiad pot. -




S uring the time of the Judges. C
a man named Elimelech and
¥ ¥ his: wife Naomi left Israel to -

 dwell in Moab because of a famine.
S They: had two sons, Mahlon and
~€hlh°!l

- Now God had preserved ‘Moab

- from thé-drmics of Isracl in ‘the:days -
of Moscs “and Joshua, bccause Moaly -
‘was the mheritance of Lot, the neph-

"giv - of . Abrdham. And .though King

+Balak hired. Balaam to curse Israel,

“still, Tsracl didm’t fight against thein.

The: Moabites had long ago rejected -+
“of- A’braham and Lot how-v

b /f”hl’efzi'
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ever, and worshlped thc falsc gods

Chémosl*and Baal.:

. But after Joshua’s gcneratlon had- -
. ‘.dléd "Moab’s fat King Eglon exacted
. tribute. from Israel thfough military -
force (Judges 3). He and his army
‘held theupper: hand for 18 yeafs, un-. -
“til God, taised. up. Ehud 'to defeat
them in ‘battle- (Judgcs 3 30) about -
_1350. B. C. - £ .
. Now, -once: agam, thcrc was a de- g
gree of peace, and "Elimelech ‘ was. .
-ablé 10 leave: Bethlehem, Judah, and - °
Alive in this neighboring country edst.
“ofw Dead Sea wnhout fear of il

I ]!II'I
uvi

’[/ AT
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. i
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,treatmcnt from s’ mhabnants

However, before long he died,

leaving Naomi alone with her two

teenage-gons. “And in spitg, of. caréful
upbrmgmg by Naomi, they fell in

“love ‘and ‘married. Moabite . girls,
‘which. was contrary-to ¢ God's instrugs .

tions ‘for Israel. Mahlon™married

»;Ruth (mcamng ‘s .‘waman ftxcnd)
: ‘Chlllon married Orpah :

Morc ramlly tragedy -

“But tragcdy struck the famlly
twncg: more. Both of thc sons died.. = -
Nﬂ@lﬂi; m hcr grncf decxded shqf .
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- should return to Bethlehem. For the

family had been gone more than
: 10 years, and the famine was over.

In spite of hardships, Naomi had

set he, daughters-in-law & wonderful

cxamplc of courage, faith and obe-

dience to her God.. They loved her -

dearly. And -when she set out to
" leave, they were so congerned for her
welfare they docnded to go with her to
. Israel.
' Naoml advised them to stay
among their own people, saying she

. couldn’t provide ¢ither of them with

another son of marrying age, and
‘they would surely find happiness
~ with a new husband in Moab.

Rinhv leaves her homeland

~ Finally, after much embracing and
many tears; Orpah-heéded her moth-
: er-in-law’s.advice and returned to her
" people "and her. gods. But Ruth
wouldn’t be pcrsuaded She spoke -
" those now famous words that melted
. Naomi’s heart: ! “. .. Entreat me not
_ toleave you, or to rcturn from follow-: °
" ing after you: for wherever. you go, I,
will go; and™where -you-lodge, T will™.
. lodge: your- people- shall ‘be my.

“people, and ‘your::God’ my God" .

(Ruth 1:16, paraphrascd)
. Naomf saw Ruih’s: oonwctmn and
mmply smpped rying: to. chatige the

“"ued. on to’ Bethighem, - intending to
-‘hye tog,ethcr on the famxly parcel of -
land. ’

t:ould hardly believe their eyes. “Was'

- this .really Naomi?” "Having left

Bethletiem. more’ than 10 years be-
" fore, wifh a husband,’ two sons and
.-sdmc financial-means; -she, now. re- -
© .. turned a weary, lmpovcnshed woman
- with a Monbite. daughter-in-law.

- This was anyihing but g mumphant
rctum E o

-~ She said,

“C&ll me not Naomp

“'young woman’s. mind., Thcy ‘contin-.

L Oncc inside’ thc csty, the townsfolk

threshers in the field for the poor
(Leviticus 19:9-10). e

So she ‘took her place with the

poor, followmg after the reapers,
stripping the kernels of barley off the

* séattered stalks left lying in. the

fields. By pure chance (or was it di-
vine direction?), she entered a*por-
tion of Jand that belonged to Boaz, a
relative of Elimelech.

Boaz was in Bethlchem at the
time, but when he returned he imme-
diately spotted her as a strangcr and:
.inquired of his foreman who she
was.

Upon lcarnmg this was Naomxsl :

daughter-in-law, and knowing of the

. ‘hardships they had suffered;he went
over and welcomed ber to his field. In -

~fact, he told her not to glean in any

other field. He suggested she stay:i

among his own workers for protec-
tion. She could drink from. his well
and glean all she wanted. - :
Bowing, she asked why such favor,
And Boaz told her he had learned of
herhardshnp, of her loyalty to Naomi

., and her courage in leaving™her own
+.people to become one of Israel. He'
“also expressed his confidonce that the i
- God of Israel, whom she had come to
- . .trust, would reward l‘?or for hcr ac- -
7 tions. B
" 'Ruth humbly thankcd him foru

showing such kmdnw.s 10 a foreign- -
er.

" Then Boaz, wnhoux letting on that -’

he was a near relative of her-dead
* husband, invited her to eat the:noon
- meal-with his reapers. This nnprecc—

‘dented hospitality showod the work-"

crs that Ruth, though a poor vlldow,
was someong spécial to Boaz. -

- She-ate; but carefully-saved-- pérr'ff'

tion, for- Naomi: And when she re-
turm:d Yo the-field, Boaz instructed.
-his reapers. to purposx:ly leave: stalks
of grain for her — cven handfuls —

and ‘to let her’ glcan among the‘* '

[mcamng p!easang] ‘call m¢ Mdra 7 sheavcs if sh¢ chosc

[bmer] for the Almlghty has dealt

'very bitterly with me. I went out full,
. and the Lord has brought me homc
T agam cmpty” (verm 20»21)

Gloanlng barloy

e,

'_'? B rheeoooNEws Muy 1970 -

+ about harvest time, and ‘since they

a . i ‘,.’ ‘had no food; Ruth volunteered 16 o -

“into- the fields and glean grain. Tt
" was the law in. Israel that some o?
the ~crop should be left: hy the

Naoml gqtt--n ldu

~

‘Ruth worked unm evcnmg, then

“‘threshed .out Lier grains- nearly a
" bushel! She took it home to: Naomi,
"+ along with the food-from lunch.

"‘h@y ‘had- returned- to- Bethlphem ~———Surprised-at-Ruth's good- fommcwthm mghfbvacwmplmhﬁrehm**””* -
" Naomi asked wher¢ she had gleaned,

And when told tﬂgﬁeld belonged to
:‘Boaz, she’ exclaimied: “May God

- bliess him, for he had not forgotten to
" be kind to both the living and the'

" next of kin had the first right to pur-

. brother. (Deuteronomy 25:5-6). ¢

_sce that she was a’hard-working, vir-.
- tuous and physically attractive young .

R pupil, followed Naomi’s advice fdith-

“ women*in Boaz’s field” continually .
" until the reaping was over. ’I‘hoy n-
. doubtedly saw one anothet often, in . .

. :_’ust a

-back: For Ruth was much-younger.” = .«
. Bod, being a considerate man; prob- . -
o ably Tolt she dmrved a younger hug- -
——Naomi;- howevcr fclr surrtiut""’
~with the proper encouragement Boaz.. ’
-. wouldi’t hesitate.~ She gontrived a -~

- late af'the thrcshmg floor; and - this
: n‘ught’hﬂ'ord just the right opportuni-
~ ty.to nudge him toward marriage.

-her. concern for the young woman,

7 ing for Ruth the laws of redémption ‘
.in lsracl. She had observed Ruth's T

dead! . . . the man_is a relative to us,
one who has the right to redeem”™
(Ruth 2:20). For in Israe], if a man
diéd without legal male heirs, the

chase (redéem) his dead relative’s .. .
property to®keep it in the family: If -
the relative left a widow and'no male’ o
heirs, his close kinsmiin was expected
to take the woman for his own wife
and raise up a legsl Beir for his dead

So Naomi, when she saw the spe-
cial consideration Bbaz had shown
Ruth; began to sense that God was
possibly working" something out in
their favor. She told Ruth to continue
in the fields of Boaz, working along-
side his maidens. She wanted him to
Bet better acquainted with Ruth, to

worman. v
Ruith, always careful to be a good N

fully. She gleancd with the other

the ﬁelds and at thc noon meal. -

A propotal for marrltgo

By the ¢nd of the Karvest, Naomi -
was conviniced Bogz had more than- . -
ﬂn g interest.in Ruth. Yet, ™" | .
‘be had -Wken 18 dctionFoward re- <.
dccmmg the property and ‘wife of
Mahion, lier dead son. Naorm proba- . -
bly reasoned that his ‘age held him

band.

plan. She: knew Boaz was working

She took Ruth aside and had a . *
mother-daughter talk. She explained

telling her she should be married and .
have the security of a hoine, a family -
and children. She. dlso told hei how .

great respect for Boaz over the past- -
wecks and asked her what she
thought of beéommg ,hxs w1fe o




B . .pressed; He said, “Bler»scd are you of
the Elemal young womat}. youhay

e

<

© niear hls feet. he

".-and sat up. Then; ];grmg at the form .
* woian.:

“Husband:

-

Ruth ‘evidently had na objection”

Naomi told her to ‘baths, put on :

perfume and her best clothing and go -
tb the threshing floor. There she was

to remain hidden until Boaz had.

stopped his work and had finished. his:

meal and wine. He would then make’ -
a'place 1o sleep on the straw, for dur-

ing the threshing scason he worked
. long hours and didn't bmher gamg
home at night.

. After he fell aslecp Ruth- was to
go and lie at his feet, covering hersell

- with the edge of his blanket. Maomi
*" assured her that this was symbolic of
his rights as a near relative and was -

_ proper in every respect. Boaz. would
know what to do from there.
Ruth left hnd did all that Naomi .
said. She quietly slipped under the
blanket at -Boaz's feet, careful niot to

. .awaken him. He had drunk a good
L ~portion of wine and had ‘gone to bed -

- fecling merry afteralong day s work..
. He 'was sleeping soundly.- )
- About ‘minight, however, lu:

*awoke,.frightened by the suddem re¢

.alization .that - someone was sharing
" his-bed.  He gathercd his “thoughts .

alized - m was o

“Who,'.‘ he askgi “are ynu

“Ruth’ rephed “P'm_.Ru
humblc servant: Sp?edd your -protée-
. -tion<over irie’ a§ your iy ud, t'u
that is: your rrgm ‘a¥ a: ne
(Ruth.3:9),- " -7 .

Bogz was. dmd and deeply.lm

) ‘h_aven t sought.a
ainong the yourg mefi."™"
Boaz ‘immediately - ‘recognized - thls
. was a requéest 1o rdise up an heir: for .

Naam; o keep the line of. Ehmeleqh _

ahve in Israel,. bu? e lso knew i
\

“was.a dcmonslrauon of Ruth’ s aﬂ'sc-

< ‘tion for-him.” .0t

‘He told-her, however thgm waa a.

relauvc ‘of even clogor relauon to-
" Elimelech, w?o had 4 greater right’

ly. Boaz would. He. @uld ‘Settie
SSUC Bcl’orc ihe city élﬂei%‘""for

‘He told” hei 1o lie at husA fecl and

-rest. until early morning, then ahc_.
should sl&p awsy beforc thc wsgkers -

.nf

i he chos:’ o

.Arfiwd to avoid’ pmlb!e lep zhn&_l"

& woman being at the wamhmg ﬁuu:
ai! night. '

So at daybreak they arose. be . ot
" gave her ull the basley she el car Vs
gy and sent her hante 10 Naut, He *
waited to instruct the workgrs about. -
the day’s chores. thed left for Betkler -

hem to settle the businéss régardmg
the family of Elimelech.:

Boaz buys a wife . ‘

aboat the other kinsman. Who was.

he? What kind of man.was he Thére
was a pu‘mbthl) she -might’ end the

day married to a man she had. neser.
seen. But because of her fine \.har;v
ter and convern for her. mother-ia- -

taw, she was willing 10 do what was -

required 1o~ furnish lhc famnly an
. heir.

rest unul the busmess was seuled

Now- il was custom for the men of

Israel o conduct such business inside
© The iifin city gate. Here, in the pres-
. ence.df Fespected witnesses, contractsy

lege Boaz would. “The kinsman; how--

- ever, ‘wag quich ,to want (he. purohase,._‘

. for-his-own family. Singe Naomi was
" past. thé childbearing -age, he. sup- -

pbsed he-wouldn't be’ ‘ohligated to'fa-" " .
- thet dn heirin Elimelech’sname: Then ™
," hisown sans could mhem theland: -
“than himself. I that relative

. ., But Boaz' continied, “explaining .
oo wouldn't exercise his:right,: -then Cer»

* that- Naomi’s sofis Hiad been heirs to .-
_thé Jand-but died-without children, -
" igaving Ruth; the Muabxtcss;krwxd-*fﬁ—xdol&lrous kiridred and lands to ém-
“brace and_ serve the bnly true' God. -

. ow 19 saise. up ason ih the family .-

" ‘name, Thcre’fore, the Kingman must -
also take Ruth ds'a wife for that pur:

A\ thls bxt of ncws the kmsman

. -Naomi, told her w0 su duwn .md re-
lax. There'way Aothing:o do but wait -
‘paticntly. Boaz: she knew, wouldn't |

“

were made,” debis pald proclamj:o L
“tons; iff.le”"d ‘and lmpon.snt evcms’

: axeigise; the! pnvu-‘

-ﬂwmdmt Ay umnﬂuﬁ By sl ‘r\ T
~~=§mud ke pag. ot Lanid thye would
’  Bach to ke & ﬁhﬁii!a'ﬁw of wae
. iy, capesribly theeagh o
s tiat weuld be half b owy ‘)‘tf’i!
and hﬂ‘ Maoubite? Bt simply didn'y
appeal t bim. e had Bis réasons, of

o ish Gnes” -
. Bawz then prochaimed beture tiie
witnesses that he would buy the land.

8 ag kinsman with the fegal tight. he
Ruth was anxiuus, as you m!ghl.'
well imagine. For she hadn’t known:

" would-also take Ruth for & wife w0
gaise up an heir for her dead huse
bﬁmi Ko’ (he kinsman took off his
 shde, a‘clstom this askhuwiedged
“the Jgreement, The elders pro.
ﬁﬁunccd the mutter finished angd prs>-

‘nounced 3 blessing on Ruth. saying o

" God shoujd give her children’ who -
would be honorable 1 Boaz. .md al!
Bexhlchum L -
Aaon it bom : _' o o

htsiborn son. - o
Nadimi no'longer fell thc.frepl‘oach :
of having riv heir: for Her husband..

She looked upan thc ¢hitd as her. own. S

carmgv for him as a aurse.” ~ . -
_The wonien of Bethlelier. praiséd
Naumr and- her daughter-in- Iaw and
- - blessed the infant son, saying. may
" hi$. name-become famous in lsrqel
Thcy naimed hifn Obed, ﬁxe\;ﬂmg
serving. -

And God dld bic.ss Obed. For he
 later had a son named Jesse; the fa- -
* ther of King David. This was the line -

- of Judah that formicd the legal géne-

alogy of Christ. 1t W5 preserved dur: a

: ifg this. period of history by the mar-.

" from -Moab.: Boaz himself was Half

Canaamte His father was Satmon of - .,
.ludah and his mother was. Rahab;a .
“woman_ of great Puith -who in her " -
youlb had becn 4 harlot at Jcncho~"i N

(Joshua 6:25, Matthew 135).

was a beautiful examiple of virtue, hus -
. riility and service to the true God. For’

“ought to.be like — w1\lmg to-forsake

"God, in.turn, has repeatedly shown

- that H;s blessings for such faith and
achons will surpass one'’s greatest X+
pesmt:ons ByArt Ferd;g a .

o SRR

course; bét they were pfmmnh selft 7

" Boag was & happy manwitha h.np«_ o
py br\dc And God blessed fier. wnh a

5 Fiage- ‘of -Boaz.to Ruth,.a. foreigner

* Ruth, though'a forwgncr to Israel,

these fine qualities; she Kas often been - - R
. cited as:a type of‘'what God’s’ ‘Church "

m GOOD NEWS May 1979 }
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- § Yob Rice describes himself as a
very ordinary man. But this or-

ditiury man has been part of

the Ambassador scene nearly as long
Vs there has_been an Ambassador

College. His dontact with the Work
of God goes back even further.”

- M#: Ride first heard Herbert Arm-
strong in 1945 when he was a young
man working on the family farm in
Oklahoma. A neighbor asked him to
come oveér to his house to hear The
World Tomorrow radio’ brondcast
‘(AL the time he had no radic of his
 own. )

‘Thil is e
" Mr. Rice was not paruoularly in:

terested. in rehglon but - something

about- Mr. Armstrong’s . explanation
of ‘the’ prophecies of Daniel. clicked.
“If T ever got rc]lgxous
himself, *
This 1s 1t!"”
Not long aftér, Mr. Rxcc dnd get

‘there is no doubt about it.

1 religious. He was bafﬁi’ injured in an

accident while breaking in a horse,

and the doctors gave him only a few -
“months to-live. At a funeral for a

neighbor who had been killed in a car
.accident, Mr. Rice was shaken up by

:the preacher’s sermon. He remem- -
\bered Mr. Armstrong and tried to get .
~«..\|\n contact. He wrote for the booklet
- | ongaptism, and in 1948 hc was. ba;r

tized.

-
A ove to Camo'r"nia
Shortly afterward, Mr Rice went

»

1o California.- His heaith pmblem5~_

“were betoming severe,’and he wanted

. to be ‘anointed by Mr. Armstrong‘
- | But the college, had olosed_ for the - .

heé promised ..

4
4 .
summer, and it was some weeks be-*
fore he was able to see Mr. Arm-

. strong. - -
By this time he had ‘begun to put .
" down roots in .Southern California.

He obtained a job as-an antique re-

_storer with Hulett Merritt, the mil-
- lionaire who owned much of the pres- .
ent ‘campus, including the building
© that is now Ambassador Hali. At this

" time, of course, the college owned

only two buildings, the Library and .
what is now the berary Admmlslra-;

tion. Building.

Mr. Rice worked in the bu:ldlng -
that is now the TV studio; Mr. Mér- -
.. Titt’s hebby was antique dealing,and’

he had several houses filled with an- -
. tiques. Mansions such’as Mano Del -
Mar were just storage houses Mi.

Rice rcmcmbers

v Emplpymoni at Amﬁiuador

. ™ In his spare time, he would do odd
jobs around A mbassador Collcge and

_got to knaw many of the carly stu-

dents well. He remembers: those first

* charch services when Mr, ‘Armstrong-
- would preach on-the ground floor- of

the Lubra ry Buslding.

lose-

- sit-in and the other activities during
. the recent crisis in the Work. That

Ty

* High School.

“being special,”

s .

On Sept. 1, 1961, . Mr. Rice came
10 work for Ambassador College full-
time, first of ail 4s an upholsterer and

later as a custodian. He has been’

commuously cmployed by the oollege
ever since.

Mr. Rice enjoys his work as a cus-

todian. “‘Some -people might think
- that a custodian’s job. is boring,” he
says. “Well, it does have its routine

mornents, but it can also be very dra- -

matic. Take for example the recent

gavd us plenty of extra work.™ -
Even though Mr. Rice’s hours are
irregular and often long, he still finds

_time to-help many of his friends in

"the Pasadena area. He is married
and has five children, three daugh-
ters and two sons. His wife Betty was
one of the first graduates of Jmperial

cessing Center.

Mr.Rice loves his work a.nd would
"be happy to work for Ambassad.or for
‘another 30 years.

“I have never thought of mysclf as
he says, “but | have
‘had the wonderful opportisnity to

- work in this beautiful place for most
of my life. I have tried to makc the
- most of it. : .

SYou know what has become one
of my favorite scriptures?” he adds,

" with a twinkle in his eye. “That ane

.in Proverbs about the spider who
takes hold with his ‘hands and. is

it kings' -palaces’- (Prow: - 30:28).:
- *“That’s me —. the ordinaty guy:

“from Oklahoma who works af - God'
headquarters » By John Halford 6

- e

B e e e

His younger brother’
Richard is director of the Mail Pro—

z
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(Continued from page 3) B

week, prior to the start of the erld- :

wide Church of God. As for me and
my. family, my beginnin God's
service was almost nil financially. It
- | was, indeed, a Work of FarTd. |

1 trusted ‘God in faith to supply the

need. We paid $5 per month house

1 zent. 1 hiad to pay $2.50 per week at
the-radio station — in advance —
before: -eevery broadcast. God was

Piplymg the nced as He promised

il 4:19).
)\ One Sunday, morning d&wned
|| without even the "$2,50 for the Sun-
“day mommg broadtGit.: My wife and .
I-knelt ifi prayer, asluﬁ,g God to
supply the need. 1 was aroused from

prayer by a knock on the front’door -

A man at the door said, ‘i‘k,lerc s iy,

ing some long-distance rail travel. He'
wanted to gwe a young man some:

+ good advice. -

“When you traygl, always (when
you can afford it) travel in a Pullman -
- $17,500.

car. Always stay at the best hotel,
even though it is well that you take
théir ‘minimum-priced robm> This
_throws yow.among the thore success»
“ful people, and everyone we contact
has an influence on us.

‘But when I had to stay ﬁcrmght"
- in Portland, or a year later in Seattle, -

Wash., I could notyafford. the best-

quality hotel, so I stayed at second or.
" third best. I always tried to lwc with- -

in my 'veans.
* A newspapér writer, in a story

~ about the Worldwide Church of God,

said he had learned that when royal-
ty or overseas ViPs visited us in Pas-
adena, 1 did not take them to
‘McDonald’s or’ Jack-in-the-Box for

tithie,” and dashed off, saying he had ™, lunch or dinner, but'to Perino’s (

{ to hurry.for an appointment. i
Another Sunday morning when 1

1 did. not have the)$2.50 on hand, no

one came to theffront door. Yet, in
“faith, I start walking to the radio
studio. On t

| know handed me the needed money.

" 1 could give you the story of many
other similar occurrences. * ,

_But after I was actively in God’s
Worh'. although it had to be carried

. | on in living FAITH, we never again

had 1o be hingry, without food —

although we often did hdve to ¢at -

beans- and the least costly food. It
| was a financial struggle from the be-.
| "ginning. After movmg to Eugene, we
remed a house costing, $7 per month
rent, -

After two ycars, I was able to add -

L ﬂootmwtymc mﬁr

a second radio station in Portland,

costing $10 per broadcast. Onee, on -

starting to drive to Portland for the
. {‘Sunday afternoon broadcast I lacked -
1 the $10 I had to pay in advance. I
+ | stopped at Salem, Ore., for a 35-cent
| lunch, and somebody — I do not now
ember who — handed me the
ed broadcast money. <
was still going with one palr of
and one guit of clmhu But no .
longer hyngry.

" 'When, 1 was 19 years of age.

multimillionaire called me togm of-

‘| fice: He was starting me out as an

‘| employee of his corporation, entail-

A.ngelcs best restaurant). . .-
'Bm royalty is accustomed to the

best in quality, and it would be vit-
tually an msu]t to take pedple of that

statuyre tod lowest-price restaurant.

way a man I did not - If I had to fast without_food a few
days in ‘order to afford 1o take such -

guests to the quality place to which

» thc;y arc accustomed, I would do it.

they ex .
. What w, ild 1 have done when 1
~had to gojto the low&st—pru:e places
- qayself apd- had only one pair of
shoes, - an

or VIPs visiting me in.those days. 1

. probably would have been forced+o
‘find some way to avoid havmg to host

them at all.

. denjal.-
. have PROVED by théir loyalty and

" “dismiss all charge$

one’ threadbare suit of
clothes? Well, 1 did not ha¥e royalty -

- The best quality of things may be
expensive, but not extravagant.
The house in Pasadena; in which 1]
have lived for. some 13 years and is
college ownéd, cost the college

At this_point let me inject a little
current news, Some of the.dissidents
who brought this civil lawsuit on
God’s Church spread the rumor ‘that

~ in fact this was not a suit against me,
. or against the Church, but agmrist

Mr. Stanley Rader.

Of course, that is not true, for
every effort intheir power was made |
10 TAKE QVER AND CONFISCATE THE |

. "CHURCH PROPERTY — to turn all
_managemént of the Church over to |

the court-appointed receivef, and
they told the press it was brought
against us because they claimed that

_both I'and Mr" Rader had been “si- |’

phoning off millions of dollars every .
year from Church funds.” -
That wild and false allegation is

s0. utteﬂy false 1 have not consid-

ered it necessary to dignify it kah a
Qur Church membership

financial support and loving letters-
that they know well such a thing i is*
impossible. -

A couple daysago Mr. Radcr went

-in person to the deputy attorneys
" general, told thén ofthis persistent

rumor, and offered) that if they would
against me and

the three corporatipns, he would |

" hand them complete records of alt

transactions involving him, on a sil*

_ver platter.

They know ‘well their charges of |
stealing millions of dollars are utterly

- groundless. But they replied that

God promluu to supply nudl

In train travel back in the 1920s,
305 and 40, I traveled often in day

"coachs on trains and ate at low-

priced Tunch counters. .But Gop has
promlsed to supplyall our-need (Plnl

4:19); ‘and in the Work of God in -
. these days certain- things dre neces-
Pary in order to serve: God — and He .

. provides what is needed.
I have never engaged in' extrava-
gance. Extravagance is defined in the

\l,l

face,” by the admission that it is
Tusa not us, who are’ gmlty of

. Wro domg They said it would | . -
-, leave them *‘emasculated” — using S

that very word! Now the going
to try to make mg move 'td a lower-

.¢ost residence and insist I -travel,
" when I do, at something like third-
- class accommodations, etc. »
. So'l am gomg to see that the.y» .

- lui‘n

1) ‘That T own’ absolutely NoTH-

diﬁmnary as: “extravagant. exceed:
- ing the limits of reason, or necessity, .
extremely or exceedingly elaborate, |
profuse or nnrcasonshly hxgh in -

“TING, except the pmperty in Which my |
“wife and I now jive in Tucson, Ariz.,
* untjl itis.safe for me to resume redi- |
s dmcc on the college campus in Pasa- |

¢ GOOD NEWS, My 1678

théy™ canniot now afford to “lose T~
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| 1t is doubtful w\ﬁetha any msututxon in hurqan hxstory started from as |
humble and small beginnings . . . when God starts something through hu- |
-mans, u usually, like the- grain of mustard seed starts the very smallest.

-

v 2) That the Pasadena property ;
and all in it bélong to Ambassador
College and cost only snsoo of -

 Church or college funds.-

Examplc of God 3 blnsingt

" The very purchase of that property
 is an example of how God has been
‘blessing us and His Work. When the

college bought that property, Dr. and -

Mrs. Hal Lisman’'wanted to move
from San Pedro, Calif., to Pasadena.
-| They wantell this particular proper- .

ty, saids it could be bought for .

$37,500 — a bargain of bargams at

that time. They offered to put in the

$10,000 down payment. We' agreed
that $5, 000 of their down payment

could pay for five years’ rent and the °

 other $5,000 could be taken off their
ncome tax as a"con buhon 1o the
college. '

another $10,000 for another five

. use. But then eaine the'idea of having

all senior students each year at a

formal dinner. And, in doing that, 1

decided it would be better for me to

live on there, keeping. Rona Martin.
" as housekeéper and cook. Many stu-
_dents yet today will'say that the for-

mal dinners Xhey “atternided were the

outftanding event of their four-year
college career. Mrs. Armstrong. had :

agreed to keep Rona for life. -

That hor()e has a bronze s1gn in -
entrance; marked “PRi-.

, front of the
-VATE — Student Social Center.”

So, if the deputy attorneys general .

_ decide I'must live elsewhere,” what.

- will. become of the Smdcm Sociai ‘

Center"
Dlgmtaﬂos mtonalmd

Among thos¢ who have: beeriénter— .
tained in-that bouse are King Leo® .
. Atghe-end of ﬁvc ymrs, they paid\.. " pold Il and famxly‘ Judge Nagendrz -

- Singhy India’s’ representative- ‘on”the

. BUT 1 doy
- Chrigt wat hts e to do- that again,

years’ rent: When Dr. Lisman died, Court of Intérnational Justicé at T

‘A,q(

the hv:m;g Ggp rmmsters o muhtple S
_thousands, leading many to ETERNAL |

LIFE, some people expect him to hve

- like a tramp pr. pauper
'How diél Jesus live? .

‘How did’ Jesus live? We know it
tle of that. but there is evidence that-
He owned. His own property in Ca-

pernaum. He wore a robe that wagof |- "+

* extra fineYquality,. for it was seam-'| - . ‘
“less. Even Jesus-was accusad of **éx- | .-

woman washed Lo

"' His feet with preclous :and expensive |
-ointment. Jesus rsbuked those wbo

" -criticized ghis. - - )

1 know what xt 15 to ‘be POOR' [

know" wtm it"is) 10 g0 HUNGRY: for'} -

" lackfo’ money fot. food. I have-lived |
on:as low & cost of living as my posi-
. tion in God’s service allowed. And T{

tmvagance.” wh

would be wzllmg to. do it. again — |,
*t think the living Jesus 1

now. In the Kingdom’ of God there

‘will_be no. pawpers, ttamps or the’ :j“:‘: S
VERY poor Our God hus Wmethmg
L beucr in storc forus! .

'Lid by Jnun Chﬂlt ~

: Mrs.- Lisman housed eight_girl stu- . Hague, Holland, and wife, Dr: ‘Fi
% dents. When neighbors complained *  Josef :Strauss, ‘often ' éalled ' the:
SR that the property was not zoned for - "strong man-of Europe, and’ \vxf
. 5 " *| taking in roomers, we had to move --.the présxdcm of “Tokyg “Universigy "
‘ "them out. Mrs. Lisman felt it was tm anid wife: officialy from the State of
%

large a house for hcr to mamtam
alone.

Israel and others: “Amthcr guest.was.. -
_Gloria Swanson, the most- glamotous .-

at ‘was whcn,l decided to- hve

-star of Hollywood from the’ silént-

For 52 years. nw. smee my. con~ i

fvcrsmn. 1 have tried to-live simply, .

without extravagance, and to MAKE

theére. After the Lismans had: paid
-+ | $20,000 of the $37; 500, it remained mlle?
| for the college .to pay- only the - - counse, i xhcse dcputy atto
1 $47,500-There was teertammount—" -hieys-general-and-these court judges
~of repairing, which' was. done mth - demand that 1. movéi into some: third-
our own labor. - - " or foyith-rate shanty, it w ; y
My wife Loma ami l lwed there A ew expencnw for. mg. - anid--more eﬁ'actwcly thzn in' any
afound two years beforé Loma’s - -1 live jn poorer circumist han :*other work in the world = BECAUSE’
death: During the remainder. of the . most’ %f our. -Church Threthien. for - THIS WORK 1§ HE.\DBD AND,LE 14
night after her death, I remarked 1o, many years; ﬁd 1 wnuki fee‘i nght at. " “Jesus CHRISTY .-
my sori Garner Ted that I planned to . home.. o A
‘move into ‘a: small' apartment, but . = -When we. moved to: J’mdena in
-} said T didn’t know how to usc thgt 1947 1'ad Heén fivihg on very mea::
‘home.- SRS _fier incomt and continued: to hve a8

’ 'A;tud:m wm cm k frnsally ni poxsub!e fur ‘sevéral

* movie dAys (she was lecmrmg at m - EVERY DOLLAR OF GOD'S TITHES GO~
. AS FAR. IN ‘His 'WORK ‘AS POSSIBLE!:
But the- lmug Jesus*Christ - doe
guide His-apostle and show nie How |
- HE WANTS His WORE MANAGED..
. Every,. dollar s’ “inade to, go fgrthcr_

- f‘.r.[ +—=Pad:said Fed; “np-othc ._Wmnrr"fuftmwm\ﬂcr,—t
1 ter but yoir: muld lw: here. It s a Hollywood mavié star lives ostenta:
1o me we'll’ have - 0. turn’ n into & ... -biougly, that is EXPECTED <~ and they

< tudcnt social center.” . .- do nothing; more -of real value. than

' 'hgrced llm wa&t??eonly peu:iﬁc ' ,enterﬁmpeaplc' ut if the servan of

NG Gop! Auomiy ienierals or couti.
udgg, w!m do.Nor_follow " Chri




BEWARE
< e
(Contlnued'frt)}n page 5) ]
among you, who privily shall bring in
{to the: Church] damnable heresies.
*, even denying t
them [they wer
’ bnng upon themselves swift destruc-
" tion, -Arnd. many shall follow * their

_the’way of triith shall be evil Spokcn
_of. And. through covetousness shall
* - they. with feigned words {in sheep’s
clothmg} make.merchandise of you:

- whose judgment naw of a long time
hngercth not,"and- their damnation
- slumbereth not”. (11 Pet. 2:1-3).

. Everyore can makea mistake. But

- prophets to receive for thembelves the
“-respect and coptributions due to-
God's true rcprcsematwe Wolves
wear sheepskins to eat’ mutton. The
propbet motive bccomes thc proﬁt
I mouvc .

Why a Iollowlnﬂ?
" Peter said many would follow the

bave a following?. -

" world is dcccwcd (Rey. 12: 9) The
. inhabitants of the earth are sepa-

His mercy and frorm His Spirit: God .
- will make all of those freely’ available:

. to every human who ever lived. But
* mog gt this time. Only a few arc'called
now. The_ rwt are blmded to God' .
ways.

f'”':"%.f***fmm their- p-xrent& “Fhey nevei-ques--

-do.their name and* natlonaluy
But a more basicreason is that piost -

good. After uelling - Isaiah .to- “Cry-
“aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a .

- trumpet, and shew my: peaplc their .
© transgression, and thedguse

_ theirsins,” God complawseofth
" of religiosity. “Yettheys

" and delight to know.my ways, as a

.W ~—gook not the ordinance of their God:-
o thcyaskofme{heordmanceof justice;:
Pl they take delight in appmachmg to
God™” (Isa. 58:1-2).

Many people want a rclxglon that -

N

Lord that bought .
converted],” and -

per icious ways: by reason ‘of whom "

‘ “usually; true prophets bécome false

wrong way. Why db- falsc prophets )

First, God says that the entire °.

~ rated from.Ged ‘and don’{ know it.
- They are cut off from His law, from -

“Many 5|mply mhem thclr tcligxon .

tion it deeply, just accept it as they

° people prefer looking good to doing . )

"7 . natiorrthat did nghwousncss and for- -

- “has all the trappings of godliness but *

few of the constramts Chmrs and

ca.mjlcs are pleasant. Sabbaths and
tlih'pc afle not. Preachers that are in-

.pect their congregations to conform to
‘the Word of God will be asked to go.

False prophets have followers be-
., cpuse many people want a. religion
- more than they want God. You can

choose from- hundreds - of diffegent -

types of “Christianity.” Some_are
_very sober. Others are acfually wﬂd

- Some are strict, others lenient. You.

can be soothed or.shouted at, but you

won't .be ‘‘lost” if you attend

regularly. e

. Or pick from the hundreds that

never- mention the name Jesus
= Christ. False prophets don’t need to

‘us¢ His name. Marxand Maodidn’t..

~ Converted. members of “the fue
: ‘Chureh ‘can fall into the same trap.

Paul wrote Timothy: “Preach the

word; be-imStant in season, gut of

seasony reprove, rebuke, exhort with

- .all longsuffering and doctrine. For
the time will come when they will ot
endure sound doctririe; but after their

o own lusts shall they heap to them®
selves teachers; having itching ears;
- And they shall turn away their ears
from the truth, and shall be turned
umq fables™ (I Tim. 4:2- 4),

" False prophets respond to 'the itch-
mg “ears of wayward shi

IOWard death.
“Constantly, insPaul's. writingg, he

- records how often he had to contend:

- with false prophels and false breth:
ren. He wrote Ti
_'nize them qulckly .
) "A.nyone who . teaches novelties

A.-— andsrefuses.to-fall in with- d‘:e -S0U

. ness;is. a.cox(celtcd 1gnorant creature

sy and argument which leads only o

- envy; dissension, msulls msmuanons

: and constani frwuan between peoplé. .

/. who are depraved in mind. and: de- ““’posstble} eveii Lhe Jelect”. (Mark © .

© prived of the Truth. They 1maginc

. religion is a paying concern” (1 Txm

© 6:3:5; Jamw Mol ati translauon)

- Why QQ_L‘_GQQ potmlt talso

_ " “If there arise among yeu a prophet,
nocuous are tolérated. Those who ex- ~
_theeasignora vor!dcr, And the sign

‘or the wond§ 1o pass‘ whereof
he spake unt h saying, Letusgo ©
after dther gods, which thou hast not

" known, and It us serve them; Thou

" shalt not hearken unto the words of

_ Lérd your God with all your heart.and

© wrong wayand returnto the flock:
s Heis confident the truc sheep will

. The .
.wolves_gntice them a\bay from life .
. swered them, and said, My-doctnm:

thy how to Tecog: ‘

nd - - Christ - placed . as-
-wards.of our-Lord Jesus Christ'and-.

“the doctrine that laﬁws with godh-‘

thh a morbid passion for.controver .

The first and mos? basic sq1pture
about false prophets explains “Why.

or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth '

that- prophet, or that -dreamer of ~
“dreams: for the Lord.your God prov- s
‘eth you, to know whether ye love the

,w,n glyoursgl"(Dcut 13:1-3).

2 wants his flock to stay with 7
Him and the truth no matter what.
Those,with “xlchlﬂgcars" desiring. to 1/
turn away from or relax His iaw or
overthrow the stewards He chose will -
have the opportunity to do so. Maybe;
upon secing the fruit of, their .own
heart, some will acknowledge their ¢

“not be led astray by false prophets..
‘Referring to Himself as,,hg shepherd,
of the sheep, He said: “And when he .
putteth forth his own sheep,'he goeth, .
bzfore them, and the sheep follow

_ : for, they know his voice. And a
stra cr\%t%y_y\ follow, but will
. flee from hintTor théy know not the

voice of strangers™ (John 10: 4%).
- His sheep acknowledge Him. They)
acknowledgc His doctrine. “Jesus an-

is not mine, but his that sent me. If’
,any man will. do his way, he shall

. know of the doctrine, whether it be of

.God, or whether 1 speak of’ myscli“
(John,7: 7).

respect_thoese .who, s
ders: Vcrﬁ;n, T
verily, 1 say unto you, He that receiy-
eth whomsoever I send recsiveth me;
“and hc that receivéth me rcc:xveth him .
~ thatsent, mc” (John 13:20). .
" Jesus, warned, “For false” Christs
arid faise prophets shall shew signs
“and wonders, to seduce, if if were’

13:22).

. The ﬁock of God is certam o €6 .,
muntcr many irials and tests — false
prophets and treasonous pastors -

‘ prophotﬁ? .
Why does. C.iod aJlow wolvw 10 haw:

’access to His flock? Why. doesn’t He
- expose them before they doany harm?
.He has Hns reasons' R

-

-among them. But the true. sheep.of &
"His | asture, who seek His leadership .
.and His wijll, wori’t be led astray ‘and.

‘devoured. [ Thankfully, it is just not”.
hrist’s’ sheep will see the . °
‘and runl’ O .;j\

. 7@5000 NEWS' May 1979
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. be war!l uln'm §40 qnw an answer to every nat rlmr asketh \ YOy a reason u/ !lw

T lm/w r/mi I8 in you with meekness auzl /wu' (1 I’( rer J l‘)‘)

cheon” on compuny expense, and

Alec was sure he'd have no problem

) lundm_g unother big.account. He was.
. ut his best, Sharp, witty and oxuding -
 just cnuugh confidence to control the
situfition, Aleccovered ullthe bases —

- the weather, sports,—and thz\, never

It way jll‘it h rugulnr but.inoss hm~ :

* being ut n loss for words, gusually -
usked his prospect: “Hy the way, I'm

. Leo,What's your sign?™

" UK, well, Pisces, think bul I'm

, « ‘ot roully into astrology.” Alec was

. ‘smurt und e knew better thun to,
“prsuc this topic uny further, but this
" onee he couldn't; resist.

“Why not?” he. yxclulméd “Lve~

. erybody 1 know is‘into astrology!® ..

4 © Maybe Alec, the hotshot sules- -
-~ prablehs of his day.(Dan. 4:7:.5:7),

mun; closed the deal, muybe not. But
. what tukes this meting particulurly
relevant to us is. that Alee’s client
-happoned to bo a Christian, onc who
*. ot enly believey in- God, but bolieves '

and lives: by. what God suys in His

Word If you were thitt busingssman,
* How would*you have answered Alcc!
. Does astrology have any mcunmg in
your life? Should it7 - 2

.gan priests] und the soothswyors”

throughout the entire. world, Lgypt

. Greeco, Rome, und it even influenced

the cultures of the Fur Bast,
“Kings und popes had gheir private, ~

ustrologers to forechst the most

favorable times for carrying out poli- -

. oles, and even buttles were postponed
—rfor days so that Murs or Satury

wmight be in u better position i the
heivens to ald the believing general™
(Civilization Past and Present, Yol. '
1, by T. Wulfer Wallbunk and Alu"a-
tair M. ‘Taylor, ¢..1949),

We'ra all familiar with the biblical -
~ ‘nccount of how tht grout king of. -

- Bubylon; Nebuchadnezzar, looked to.

“the astrologers, the. Chuldeans [pa-
- whenever burdencd by the' pressing

~ But the king hud u lot to leurn.:

" Evontunlly, because of whut Daniol
- suld and did, Nobuchadnozzar ro-

‘deived u powerful witness that: “The
secret which the king huth demunded

.cinngt tho wise men, the astrologors.

thie rhugiclans, the southsayers, shew "%tur'guaem suve you now, who calou- -
- uynto the. kmg

““But"there lsu God ln l;ouven !hnt 7 Thoy fare mio  better thun thﬁ

~ your magic arts!
,yourself out with' them all; let the .

scripture will véveal that inspiration-
al divination is by domon power,
wherogs gonuine propheoy is by the
Spirit of God, The biblical attitude .

toward divination is disti hotly hostile
(Dout. 18:10:12) .. . Secking knowl-

edge of the fulure from uny other- ~ °
source thun the God, of Isrnel was an -
. insult to His holy Being und the rove- -

., lntion of Himself und His purpose for
men " God Is “jealous.” -
" WHour ye the word which the Lord

- apeuketh unto you, O house of Israel:

“Thus. suith the Lord, Learn not' the
" .way of the heathon, and be nat dis-
mayed at the signs of lieuven" (qu
10:1:3). Is it possible for people to

" live without. their duily loroscopo? .

‘Could this nation give. up ututrology
and tuin to Ged?
The Etornal. God sounds’ OUIMI

Wurnlns to this end-time. gonération: .-

“Go on with your spells! Practice all
You have “worn .

astrologers come forwird m)w, let the

- Iate the future, month by month!’ " -

-~ .
T~ L

“Astrology his become a ultimmil—

* lion dollar busincss- and husuwvcr
:en_more p\ppulur or hud grcatcr
_impact.” i
Supposcdly astrulugy is the
‘wealth, love, success und happiness. It -
cari-help you buy the car that's just’
right for you, lt can help you ben hc
« blues.,

7 Everybody is “into” ! Evefybody"

- Why ‘even such intellectual giants as

Galiloo, Roger, Bacon and Albert Ein- :

steinJooked 10 the “stars.”.

. shnllbe in thc luttcr dnys" (Dan '
L. 227.28).

.‘edge, und-there is

-+ of: truth, but the GG
" tolls us humans, “I the
* ‘am g joalous G
- one purtmulhr aren Ho réserves for
.' Himself ‘s foretelling * the "future. . .

~roveilleth seerets, and maketh kiown -

fo the king Nebuchednezzar what =

n_ has ulw%sought knowl-

t insatiable de-
sire 10 know about the future. Other
sourdes at timey may have clements
of* the ‘Bible
Lord thy God..
God” (E :5), angd,”

SITEW burned by a_fre; thoy cannot

suve their own lives from the Homes
of wiir™ (Isis. 4112-1& James Mof
fatt translution), '

tho. heavons, and we' ought not to
. ignore, the stars. King David looked .

'," up on.many. & starlit night in the
* plains of larael and ‘way inspired to-

+ witle, *The heuvens declays lhe glori)\'

» of God; and_ the- frmpment §HBWe

his: hnndﬂvork" ﬁi‘s. 19:1). Also’ the

Thero Is boauty und’ gmndeur in

LR

;prophct Isuigh telly v, “Lift-up your.

* " Astralogy, the ancicnt art of divins

ing th& fatc and fulure of husan
beings [rom indications given by. the

Jposition ‘of the stars, was sp.xwm.d ' ccjl knowlcdgc. ‘espucially, of th
‘amongethe ancient Babyloniw§ Sutuke, is a pagan countery
d _proghccy Careful ‘comparison:

E about 3000-BC. K quickly s
. Tha BOOD NEWS. Moy, 1679  f

. Note, Unger's Bible I‘)Iqllonary inan’, s,
article on divination: i

" #Divination ay the ar{ of obtmmng

'.Ic
£

«0Ycs on high, and behold who hath'- -
cremed thése things” (Isa. 40:26). .
While people like Alec. schrch for

the signs of ‘the zodive, b Cheistian L: -
Wil look pp and sce the great Creator -
- God, %= By Val Asgenns®- S

BT —

Lot e




. PERSONAL
; (Comh‘mudﬁ-om page-d)
- the Kingdom of God, as well,

- pvirynovl then living.

[

" had to overcome, Sutdn, Those culled
- later shall not.

) with God.%Yet there {s a DIFpERENCE!

-

N .

i

R y t;\But nevertheless, th‘w is.nn interest-
. T ing point. Those called now do have

Is God discriminating? -

son: Is God dis¢riminating-ugainst us,”

*a compurative rew now. I8 thut an evil |

- ing, for, referring to God's Church for
. this Church dispensation ONLY, Jesus
~ suys: “And he thut overcdmeth fover- ',
‘comes” Satup and self and the world),

Satin, Satan's world and theit'own hu-
man nature 1o overcome -— and that
requires cflort, self-doninl and willpow-
" er, which most humans would not want

§

but for o Bpecial service preparing for

_ Aftér that 6,000 years c:;lﬁircs, to pay. ’ ,
" Christ “'will come agnin to.earth, this , .
time in YOFREME:POWIR AND GLORY, :‘I‘%';::é rpﬂiltiom already

. But what about thost who shall be
called for the fiest time, and converted,
. after Chiist returns? Shall they not
have any opportunity to inherit a high
" “und lofty position? Pt
Probably the highest and madt lofty
_positions in, both Church and. State in
the world to come already have been
allotted. S .
_-Weknow that each of the original 12
apostles will be ruler over ong of the 12
~ nations springing from the 12 tribes of -
srael, 'We know- that David will be
king over them and: those under them.
'We may well -assume that Abraham
will have even a higher position. Those
are not only the Fighest honors — they
are likewise the highest uhd most de-
munding responsibilities. <

3

to set up GOD'S GOVERNMENT. Satan
shall be binished. Then, during the:
seventh thousund years, God will call

And after the seventh millennium,
God will resurrect to mortal life all the
billions of people who had not bewn
called for spiritual salvation.”

“Those who lhav'c‘. heen - called “have

Wiy this difference? We might reu-

who have to resist and overgome §itan, |
when ull converted during’the millen-
nivin will not?. But thiere is no injustice”

“Tuink ON THis! God is culling ONLY
or a blessing? It is o tremendous bless in the world tomorrow . ruled by the
* KINGDOM 0K Gob will be alrendy filled
thousund years, population (human)
“will increase and new positions in:gove
crnment and in spiritual administra-

ng_keepeth my works unto the eind, to
tiony will increass. Also, in the Great

tini will | give power over the nations: -

- Ang he shail rule them with a rod of- . White Throne Judgment later.

iron /.. "(Rev. 2:26-27), and, “To him--
that overcometh {Satan, the world and
selt] will- 1 grant to sit with me in'my, .
throne » (Rev. 3:21), ' Co-

Called to more than salvation -

 Bul for us now, it s imperative that
K ‘we understand ‘that those CALLED wnd.

"1,cn|lcd do not fecl they ar¢:discrimi-

. they have no promise of exalted posi-
. tion br power: when they are ‘saved’
latgr!” . o Yo :

Prabably the chief seats of authority

at Christ's coming. But, during the -

do allow God lo-l'aring'usAunitcdly to

that state — ready to leave this world v -

of flesh and blood — and to“chter un’
entircly Ng 'WORLD — the Church
made immortal, composed of serut!
Our job to whichi Ged has called us is
far from finished! ;

In this connection, 1 have been
thinking recently und coming to under-
stand bepcr wiiY God brought me

_back to 'life, after both heart and

breathing had totally ceased. If mouth-
to-mouth resuscitation had not.been
successfully employed, 1 would have
remained totally unconscious until the

: res:?-rcction. Incidentally, regardless of |

nuniber of days or years till the resur-
rection, it would have scemed the acit
‘sccond to-me. : . ¢
God's Church made ready
And in this train of thinking, 1 have

¥ had to usk myself, “What has. Christ

beep doing with my life since 1 wis

- brought back, in August, 19777 1 kow

God called e to reestabligh 'on carth

His covirnment and the proclaiming -

wotldwide, ‘of the GREAT COMMISSION
— the now imminént KINGDOM -OF
/Gon, Al that has been my job 'sipce®
“conversion in 1927 — nnd that job is
not yet finished. (Althoigh we have no
wiiy of knowing HOW FAR we must
reach. people in all parts of the warld.

God does not expect us to reach every |\

human on earth with His message, and
we May be closer to.what He expects
thun we think.) 7"
But' my cflorts as Christ's apostle,
since the heart' fuilure, have. been al-
most wholly devoted 16 preparing

B
i .

..God's Chureh -~ the spiritual temple

~Fliose-promises-pertain-onl 46 those-—inductéd by God into His Church®__to which Christ will gome.

- Npw, have been called for MORE THAN

called before Christ’s return. So some .
- JUST SPIRITUAL' SALVATION. AND THE

wunting fo agcuse’ God might ask,.

“efyi't this UNFAIR to'those not called : GUFT OF ETERNAL Likk, We are chlled, |

evety one of us, for a PART in.preparing
for. the Kingdom of ‘God! . . .

Row? They have no chance to know,”
now, the joys of God's Holy Spirit. And ..

colled for the mission of loyally back-

* Absolutely ol There isnd injustice - “Ing up the GREAT COMMISSION of pro-

“tio

with God: I'm sure those NoOT now

‘nated against. They don’t want to"be

do{riot know,of anyone, uncalled who
‘hat any scnséwhatever of dissatisfac-

exilted position in the world TOMOR-’

bi:cs(u%é' he may .not have such

ROW, ruled by the Kingdoin of qoq. .

.cluiming the trug Gospel to the whole
world — und ong important thing
' ! wphore:When Jesus comes |
* ¢ated: -And—us—for -high-and—glorified-— Wife-rnscnureimwill

-~ position, that is a responsibility, and 1

RULE, His-

self ready — to be holy/ghd withoyt
“blemish, not having spotjdr wrinkle or -
i any such thing, Ardd we in the.Church

18 & Wwhole HAVE NOT ATTAINED FULLY «
TO THAT HOLYSTATURE AS YET.
And our work ig not finished until we

Sy

9

lines huve- blured forth, {nd now,
‘Curist sirs (this, that -dad  other
“thing) BACK ON THE TRACK.” | * "

The living Christ as HEap of this

Repeatedly The Good &vs head-

For our part now, in this present . Church has  been using His chosgn
““Philadelphia ern,” cach of you iy .

apostle to TURN HIS CHURCH ARQUND

- — et it back on Gop's tragk! -

I eould write much move along this -

line, but 1 want fo.leave that thought

with you now. e .
 As we come 10 God's Feast.of First-

in mind ‘we in God’s Chirch must bg -

MADE READY - for Christ is coming -

300N —~ and we are 'NOT YET FULLY .

READY to bé ‘instantly changed and
* caught up to meet our Lord ps He
“gomes in clouds! o . :

ry . 1+ Tha GOOD NEWS May. 1979

} sadeies= ity (Pentecost), let us bar forcibly |
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| . THE FIRST )?.UROPEAN PARLIAMENT ELECTION, scheduled for mid-June.. is stit’ting )

» & fo up increased interest. This will be-the first time 180‘m11110n voters in the nine '
‘ 1 ' 'Common Market.countries willsbe electing representntives directly té the expaﬁded

_ %410-membar body’ The éiections will create a new fourth, level ofapolitical ex- o

| - presion in Liurope beyond local, state and national strata. The New York Times .=~~~ .t -
¢ reports that. voters will be taking "their first concrete act as .European citizens.. -

‘| The Community and the.idea of Europe will gain a rew. legitimecy.- ‘The Parliament
18 sure to increase 1ts powers over . the old rubbervqtump body If not, voters,

' . reportb one Wuet Getman newspapet, "would realize only too clearly that their

S U elected representatives had no say in anything

. . PO . N ..
v ‘ ‘ s

. K‘LY U. S BASES TURN‘!:D OVER: Look for the.United Sgates ce furcher teduce T

“its military profile in Asia. A significant development is the hoisting of the _

Republic of thé Philipplhes flag over Clark Field and the Subic Bay Naval Base, - - R
~ ending '70*years of American control. - Although American. use of the facilities L
‘ e cqntlnuea, Fllipino officers agsumed command. The flag hoisting was“‘part of a new RN

i . agrecment that' included an- American plbdge of $500 million in'economic aid and * - )
aah came at 8- time when anti=-Anmerican feeling in the Philippines is higher then at’

.nny time since Lndepeﬂdepce in 1946 o o Ce

. T B i :
Ju : - ‘ l. . LOCUSTS)ON THE MARCH. Jus: lb montha after gome- exper:s predicted they WQuld
. & .~ never again pose a "a serious thredt, desert locusts aye multiplying unchecked in
" _{ . ;lran, the Yemens and parts of Ethiopia gad Oman:” ‘Warfare' and political upheaval
i

" there has: led to a reduction in 1ocuat~control programs. The now$developing swarms .

are expected to strikeMaround June or July.* Their devastation could be felt as
: far away as’North Africa and India, threatening mi}lions with hunger and ‘staiva~ o
\_Tf- tiom. Just one swarm,. experts: claim, is capable of devouring some hOO metric tqns ol
'} . of vegetation each ggl'*h . : : S C

1 - ' Ao . . : y K < . . .

t L e DRUC~RESISTANT MICROBES ’INCREASING' Microbiologisté and physicians are anx- .~ '
.} - lous about the increase of drug-resistant organisms around‘the world. ' One by. one,'aiu" -
' - antibiotics tHat were once effuctive against serious bacterial infections are: , o
~ ) peing: rendered impotent. Among the caBualties-are sulfonamides against meninﬂ’ o

lgocpcci, peilcillin G and other aynthetic penicillins againsy*gonorrhed and cer-
f-&&&n-seephyleee@ei~and dertain- eommonlyfused drugs againetﬁintehiinal diseases .
Of great’ ‘¢oncern’ is the finding that some organisms pick up rbsigtance from con- ¥
_tact with bacteria reésistant. to several kinds of ‘aptibiotics. - A spiraling. i
1L-‘ increase.in the use of antibloties in animal busbandry, alarms some health” offi—
{7 " ¢tals, although it is not known 1f they are compounding,drug reaietnnce to mi*i
“lj.Y; ‘crobes in humans. N :

ty ‘.;1

y cjl STATE INTRUSIONS ALARM RELIGIONISTS’ Tbtally apar: frnm the, Worldwide Chu:e PR
" of God's church vs. state legal battles, afr. increasing ndmber of religious leaders R
“4re worried thdt religion and government axé on a colligion” coutse. Gexernment
\,,bureaucraciee are ¢lashing more)and ‘mote with churcnea because of ‘their ﬁendency »
: “"‘to' write rules that define and’ regulate legitimate religious regulations and” - - f$~g;. :
T N et ‘Lnunting“preceduren“of~eeduter*organtzatiqns“—a*ptoce 'thﬁt‘@ﬁ@fOﬁﬁhﬂﬁ‘Oﬁ‘?itﬁf’“”**“”*f;’”f
o = Amendment rights. Qonflicta about “taxsstatus, labor, relations, tade, gek dis~ . . 4
crimiﬁation, expfeeaion of Ro&ftical views and expenditufes fpr various cauaea PRI SR
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/<A person’s makﬁ it possxble for you 1
s. From our = -peace of mind, to be pro
igher un ' to enjoy life to tbe full,
Wi




