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* Mr.'Armstrong’s Pérsonal
I thought the “Personal” from the
December, 1979, Good News was great! 1
pray that the Father and His Son help all
of us to overcome till the end!
*Jounn Bcrgcrun
New Orleans, Luf

. ".I

‘'GN Special” ‘
This ¥'Bible 5pccml" [Jnnuary] was -
very: hetpful — 1 especially appreciatgd
" “Maotivating Yoursclf'to Study the Bi-
- ble.” 1 have come to understand In my
own study how important it is 10 have a
goal and purpose, somticthing you're find-
-ing an answer to, but it hadn’t cver
. dawned on mc, to actually make a list
with priorities- (and I'm always makmg
lists!).
.. The whole issue was vory uphl'lmg to
. me — it’s amazing how thcse magazines .
. ate so timely!
Ruchcl Gaston
/ , -, ~Sun.Gabricl, Calif. .

.

Thc Good Ncws has recclvcd numer- .,
“ous rmpomes to our requasl Jor® sugges-
tions for "GN Spectals.” We wish ‘to
thank you, our reiders, for your input.
We are considering various subjects for
in-depth treatment i fmure issues. This
thonth we are publishing a "GN Special”
ont the important Christian qualﬁy oj
faith (see page 7). .

Bomr wnd Pettyr -

. We recetved our recent [Septumbcr-
October] issuc of The Good News. 1t is *
4he best ‘issuc yet. Especnally the articles
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vgn. s your mm In God as solid and snduring as this moun!nln hmue? ll you had the
falth of a grain of mustatd seed, these mountaine would mcve &t your command (Mait. .
* 17:20)1 Nothing would be impossibie for you! What Is true Christinh falth all about srd

_what part shouid. Igplny in your m-') Read the "GN Sn.clnl" hoglnnlnn on pno 1. Pno!o
by Wiibur §urg no }

. Servant or Hircling?”, “Europe and Oui
" Prophetic Message™ and **Does Giod Evcr
* Forsake Us?™
© We aso cnjoy !hc "Qlosc‘-Up" scnes
It's a good way to meg} new brethren.
And it's alsd very mspmng' All the'
artioles ,are good ' they Just kccp gc{tmg
bct\cr and better.
Dnvtd and Marilyn Schtnzmger -
Gahapna, Ohno

“Thy Klnudom cvmo
' Reveived my Good News [Dc;embori
—and...read “Thy ngdom Come by
Les McCulIough A L
i personnlly feel it was a’ vcry valuablc t
article for us in oup-unjque era bf history. * .- |
I-am sure I'll be.nfore intspired in the days
ahead because of the oomems af an arti-
cle’like ths.
‘Dan Wilson
W Portland, Ore:

—om divorce and-remartiage, “Are-You A~ —— B



"< How You Are Being Tested!

VERYONE OF us is being
regularly TESTED! In

-~ schdol. and college we
had to take tests or exams every

system by which He.puts every
one of us through a special
examination week after week.

of some 45 years ggo. | was hold-

. |ipg a series of Su%ay night pub-
iv‘c meetings in th¢ Chamber of

© {Wash, . -

hdd it filled -~ around'300 present.

}\ough a side aisle to the front door

' - |tp“shake hands with the peoplc as-

‘they were leavirg. -

rumer.’ .
No," 1 rephed lel

"Satur-
day is NOT my-day — Su!

so often. But Gob has a special .

- Let me tell you an expenencd

ommerce auditorium in Seattle,

|Atsthe clos¢ of the’ servige, T hurried

"1t was not a lnrgc auditorium, but-'v_

One woman paused ind said: “My,
' Armstrong, someone told me ‘that -
Saturday is your dny instead of Sun--

day. I do hope that was 4. false'

DAY is my -

COMMANDMENTS. And there is one
“test commandment. B
“~“"All sects and denominations of
Christianity will accept the First
‘Commandment — we should have no
other gods before the true Cregtor.
All will accept the Second Com-
mandment against bOng down to

worship idols. All admit it is wrong to

take God's name' in vain — even

- those who do it. Al accept the Cé)m- .
- tdndment about honoring one's par- -

ents. All accept stealing s a sin, all
will accept the Beventh Command-
‘ment against commjtting adutery,
. ‘the Sixth against murder, the Ninth
against lying and ‘the Rnth agamst
. -coveting.

But that’ Fourth Commandmem'
It is not one of thé negative com-
‘mandments — it is POSITIVE! It says

. REMEMBER that God made_the

Sabbath day HoLY TiME, and told us
to keep it holy! That Commandment
people defihitely don’s wart to keep!

The Fopyrth Commandment is /

. God’s TesT Commandment! Not that -
_-many people do obey the other Nine. .
But they ate wnllmg to admlt lhey

But 1 found the answers. On a
round carth we keep the Sabbath
when the Sabbath comes to us wher-|
ever we arc on carth. North pole?
Who lives there? There is. proof as-
SoLUTE the weekly cycle of TIME has
never been changed from the time of
Adam's creation. AN arguments
evaporated! 1 had no excuse. Nou
HAVE YOU!

Suppose: you were mvucd to visit a
royal king in his sumpfuous palace.
On entering you are filled with awe

" at the shiny polished figors, the rich

rugs, the ornate ceilings and plush
and luxurious chairs and tables.
Suppose you enter with - muddy
-shoes from a rainy day outside, and
track mud all ovér his beautiful pol-

"ished floors and carpeting. You wl}up
".out a jackknife and begin carving|
" your .initials on his ‘finest cabmets

-tables and chairs.’ .

Now the king has seen to it that alt
these thifigs are in perfect immaculate
condmpn. and he warts you to KEEP
THEM THAT WAY! Would you not ex-| -
* pect the king to be angered when you |

' besmear and destroy the beaity of his| . .

) “She Was greatly. relieved.
1?}1 Mr.. Al‘mstrung, lm so glad
to Know that”

“*“Yes,” | was still 'smiling, “SUN-
DAY is my day. And Monday is also

'day and Thursday and . Fnday But
manded us to XEEP it holy.” - -

The lady did not like my answer °
walkcd on out.

“The pne thing. uppermost i in Cod“
Imind, and in’ His PURPOSE, is. to

MBNT i§ based on His1LAW. God’s law.

".-|is the bagic SPIRITUAL law of LOVE. It

is love 16 Gop and love to neighbor.

uﬂher maﬁgﬁcd into thc TEN

My day, and Tuésday and Wednés- ~

and with a jerk of hér hcad sxdcwaysu

“|RESTORE His covmnmnm- in the.
chuou oF Gopn. His .GOVERN:

.
4

Saturday is NOT-my day. It.is Gop's °
day. He made it HoLy TIME and com-

“should.

‘ Tiu: Fourth Con;mandmem is the
one they will ¢ argue about. They wxll
find- every reason why they CAN'Y
“obey that Fourth Command! How
can we knqw time has'not been mixed
" up? How camwe know that Fnday

. sunset today, unti ut

the SAME identical n%}m syctession

" of ~weeks,. that God: rested .on dand

_blest? How can one keep it on a

round carth? Saturday in Sati-Fran-
'plsqo is not the same as S@turdax in

~Tokyo. How could one keep it on ‘the -
» north pole where there aie two Gays a-

vear and a day fasts about six -

" months?
Allt
Tasked iy wife whek she first began
keeping .God’s Sabbath, ‘and I
;hogght it Was rcli‘gmus fagaqcmm

day sunwet is L

3¢ quesuons — and more — L

.+ palacé? " You would expcct to be
- thrown out!

“And when you besmirch and tram— ,

: ple all over God's holy Sabbath — His|.

day —~ HOLY TO Him, YOU MAY EX-
" PECT TO BE THROWN OUr or.His|
KlNcqoM — or mthcr. never allowed
to ENTER! ‘

- Suppose” you- visit a vcry humble C

- homie of Gfinancially poor folk. The

woman has one prized possesgion - a
" beautiful lace tablecloth. It was made| = .
,Jalnstakmgly by her gn:andmolher. .

‘and she prizes it highly."If you enter

- with muddy shoes. Jump on that table, |- '
" smear up that precious cloth, tear it,

ruin it, how do you: expect the poor
-lady of the house to feel? It has been
made unmaculate and she wnnts n to|

" be kepl that way!

: \THGGOODNEWS April 1960

{Commued on page 27) .




Chapter 1

The History of the
Be ginning and Growth
| of the Worldw1de

Church of God

' By Herbert W Armstrong

u
.(l S

— = - ™~

|PE\HE BEGINNING AND
growth of the World-
wide CHURCH OF Gop

is an ‘exciting story of faxth
“lunder hardshlp, opposition,
persecution. It is a history

|mustard séed into real life in
the turbulent 20th century.

the midst of the Great Depres-
sion. :

What Gop has done through
man in- this world of Satan, He

: ~ “{has always, carried, out’ thtough
* |one.- man. Even before man, God

put one archangel, Lucxfer, over
all angels on the earth.

" When Satah’s world had cometoa’
population explosion, with violence, -
| destruction, evils and consequent hu-
man suffering, God decided to SAVE

versal sin in a manner understood by

E human life, except for elght ’souls, to
- bnng them all back to life in' a haf-

the Kingdom of God. God chose ONE.
MAN to- keep humanity ahve —
Noah, and his family.

ONE MAN, Abraham. Then Isaac,
then Jacob, then. Joseph.

‘bringing Jesus’ parable of the:

This mustard seed was born in

all mankmd from the agonies of ugii- \

FEW.. God decided to blot -out ail'’

A few generations fater God called _

" Four hundred thirty years after - -
od chose Moses to lead-":

.a

\ v PR
Abraham’s desccndants out-of Egyp".
tien slavery, into the prQ‘Pmséd land.
God had prepared Moses in advance,

as a prince in thg phamqh s palace.
When Moses’ ‘job was . finished,

" God chose ONY, MAN, Joshua, to Jeas
the Israelites across the Jordan River.-
_into their promisetf

land. . 2"
The Israeliteés cbntmually%s
obeyed God.: “Whex :they. gau,’ﬂem-

selves into troub}e ‘and became a vas- -
sal people ,under ;,nenglfbor :nations,

God would rhise 0-ONE MAN to lead
them back, aupon;théir repentanze
After this God ¢hose' ONE MAN,
Samutl, by whahi 'GOp would rule
this people.. But the people’ Wamod a

- king-like all-other nations. God gave-
+ them Saul, thén Davxd and Da\nds

dynasty. SR -
-After Solomon’s death, the peaple
chose Jerobedm as kmg —- but they

" had departed|from God,

Meanwhile God ‘had sent them

prophets, one gt a time. Israel be- -
came dmded' Each kingdom was, in

turn, conquered in war and removed
from tl\elr promised. fand as slaves.
God 'Wwas” no longer ruling . over

either of. the houses of Israel and.
pier-world millennia- later; ruled by ——Judah:- But-He did-send a colony out- - -the Euphrates.-Jt -compared -1o. the .

of Judah ;<70 yéars after Judah’s cap-
tivity, to build a second temple, re-
placing Solomen’s temple. And even

then, one man, Zerubbabel, WaS gov-
~erhor and leader.
We.come. to. the time of qus, thc .

Chn\l Jesus chose 12 to become His

'but NE MAN; Petcr. :
9

‘do hot realizé this. But if you, gol™
.through thc““four gospcls, the book

« of Acts and eplstlc$ of Paul.dehb,ckmg i
.kowx:ften Péter is mentloned ds lt;ad-‘

er, there is o d0ubt ;-
“First notige’
v:scd Slﬂ‘hdard Version), “As he [Je-.

: sus] walked by the Sea of Galilge, he

saw two brothers, ‘Simon wha is
. called Peter.and Andrew .

. but Simon. Jesus called -him *‘Peter”’

-~ that is, “the Peter,” or Pater or|" .

leader. This for ¢enturies had been
thc\Tn'us of the religious LEADER.

Rémag Caghiglijcs’ have adopted | v
th’e title.-In_English-Weuse the word}. .+

pope, but in Rome the people’ call
" him Papa. 1t is also called Rater or|
. Papa, In Rone [ havg heard crowds |-
of thousands shoutmg out, when the |-

&appcg;}ed “Viva: Papa!” Viva

Vwa] apal” over and ovcr m s
unison _

“In Numbe'bﬁSK _kmg of the _
Moabltes *“sent m gers therefore |

_untoy’ Balaam the -sori of Beor: to
"Pethar.’ Pethor was the center of |
Babylonian, religion on the banks of

Vatican® teday, which js a city but
"only as the Catholic refigious,center X
of cagllal This ongmally wag writ-.
tén in Hebrew and in Hebrew the &
was nat pronounced: Hence, Pethor
" becomed Pator or Peter -

_ being pronounced as a,long_a .

Abraham, G

ﬁrst apostles

Peter; tl then prc‘mounéed like Pater, .

r}meaon NEWS Aonl 80 .

v,\J

: ‘ o
was unqucsuonably the lcadct Many o

ptthow. 418 (Re-

| (.. 7 Beter|
. was not his original name from birth,




s be.loo#éd in heaven.” : - S [Jesus] surnamed Peter.” A~ sur- P.rsocutlon, Ch“mh

e . . . : . . ) o ’
vl - . oo !

* . . . . . [

s -

J| was along’ established TITLE, center, - 11, ‘Paul wrote; Galftians 1:18-19; - bestowed upon him thé new name,

or headquarters, of religidus leadéf-,  *“Then after thrge years I went up to before he had carned it sq that it

ship — not necesyarily pagan. - Jerysalem. to see Pgter, and abode mlght be an, incentive to him to real-
« Now notice: The first.place in the witf him_ fifteerr days. But other of - ize what Jegus had expected.”

*{ Bible where Peter is mdntioned is tles saw I none, save James In other words, Simon was human. |
Matthew 4:18, qug}ed -abiove. The #'the Lord’s brother.” (ST .He had 'his faults and weaknesses.

second place his -name appears f Titen, Galatians-2:7; “But contrari- - But his ATTITUDE was right! His'
-{ Matthew 10:2, “Now the names of = wise, when thcy saw that the gosfael of ‘heart was in the right place. Even
| the twelve apostles are these; The . the uncircumcisign was sommitted after being under Jesus' teaching 3%
first, Simon, who is called Peter (or,  unto me, as the gospel of the xtcumcx- years he denied Jesus three times.
who is calfed “the Peter”).” . sion was unto Peter . But Jesus helped him ovef his faults
Notxce ‘And. Jesus answered and - Yet when Paul ¥ wcm up to Jerusa-  and weaknesses, and laterhaving
said unto him, Blessed art thou, Si- lem from Antioch (Acts 15), to'settle  received the Holy Spirit, Simog Peter
mon Barjona” — that is, Simon-the  the matter of cirdumcision .among  did, indeed, becomeasohd rock of an
‘{son of lona, giving his name from  gentiles, it was PETER ‘who gave the  apostle. .
birth (Matt! 16:17). “Angd I say also  decision ‘after mu@h dissension So —in hkc'manner —- does God
unto thee, That thou art Peter” —or,  (verses 7-12). Jaines, as Jerusalem  have to deal with all humans. The
the Peter. Jesus was here giving him  pastor, as a matter of protocol was ..great prophet Ehjah was “a man sub-
! tbé TITLE of LEADERSHIP or apostolic  chairman’ of the mebting, so James'  jett tq like passions as. we are” (Jas,

‘|HEAD under Christ. - made Peter's decision officidl’ - . 5:17). David was a -man after God's|

Continue, verse 19: “And 1 will - There is no doubt, Peter was the - . own heart, yet he had- weaknesses
give unto thee [Peter] the keys of the:  ,LEAER among the apditles — even, -and sinned — bh} repented and
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoeven as in -Alcts 15, over Paul. He was  turned from his sins. It has always
.i thoy [Peter] shalt bind onegrth shall  Christ’s chosen*apostle, -, been thus. - It is today. Only one
. | be bound in hcaven: and whatsogver ) Before leaving the subjéct of Reter, human - was perfect —- Jesus Chnst

‘| thou [Peter] shalt 16ose on earth shaﬂ “notice Mark 3:16, “And Simon he' -~ '

.

I have given English’ derlvatxonsof ‘ name, Websier's Dictionary,’is™“an _ underground . . - o

“ Fthe title Peter. 1ts™Greek derivation’ “added hame defived from occipation, Soon, in the ﬁrst century, 2 great

means reck. The word in'Matthew - or circumstance.”. Jesus had ch . persecution set in against the

16:18 in ongma] Greek i is Petras ot Simon for the “occupatnon of :sf:i’ Church. Before A.D. 60 the churches

Petrd, meamng rock.. 5 " .apostlé. Peter — or Pater— haddong » in. Galatia had turned to anothevgb&
Péfer is first mentioned in John's  been the title of a réﬂgro _head or pei*(Gal. 1:6-7)..

| gospel.. It spaaks of “Andrew, Simon, : * headquarters. g The Gospel message God had sent

' Peter’s brother. . .\ first fmdcﬁ hig . .Since this bears oh the relanonshlp “Thy Jesus’ Chnst had bccn sup— ‘

own brother" Simon and saith unto - _m thé Church of God today, I dwejla ° prmed' ;

- | him,"We. have found the Messias, . little furthex, on)Desug™ choice of 1is The Church was Tatgely scatlcred
‘| which is,- being mterpreted the - Chief apostie. * - *’. © many wert “underground” — had tg

-| Christ. And he-brought himto Jesus, - I quote briefly frgm the D:cnonary d ?nectmgs on. the. Sabbath .se-

And when Jesus beheld him, he said; . of the Bible, edi’tyfrl;y ‘Janfes Hast- etly CT e

"“{Thou art Simon the son-of Jona - ‘ings, revised editidn, article *PE- "By, sbowt A.D. 70, the Church of|

[John]: thou shalt be called Cephas, TER™: “Simon, Surmamed Peter, has_ = God eritered “the lost century.” For
| which is by intespretation, A stone” . ‘been justly called the Prince of ‘the. -about .a hundred years no trace of
"1(John 1:40-42). Cephas (pronounced Apostles. . . . Simon first - ‘met, Jesus- ' the history of the true Church of

Kaphas) is the Aramaic equtivalent of “at Bethany beyond the Jordan (John - God could be found. This gave evi-| -

-| petrain the Greek, meaninga rockor . 1:28) ... Jesus' " was there .Jesus * “dence that ‘an organized thoraugh
1stene. Cephas, then, also is the TITLE,. ‘looked at hing,” and” he became a.’ search had been made to destroy all
not an ofiginial name. . - disciple ‘from. that -momem «Jesus ~ historic evidence of the existence®or

You will find the fitles, Peter and . - séemed to kincW at ogce both what - activities of God's Church. The cur-| -

Cephas, and the man they represent,  Peter'was then, and what with God’s - tdin had been brought completely

Simon, mentioned far more often in. . help he could becopfe, and He gave -* dgwn over. all_ records of. Church

the four gospels and Acts than any -him¢ surname prophetic of the nior- actmty
.| other apostle, Paul used- the title, or - al .and spiritual strength he would When the curtain lifted, in the sec-

‘namg,’ Peter, but- once, "in Galatians ¢veritually demonstraté.~"So 'you are. ond tentury, a church ‘calling -itself |
i, otherwise a!ways u& the utle Simon, the son of John? You shallbe  “Christian™ came-into focus — but a|*

Cephas. - - . ‘called Cephas' (John 1:42). Cephas. totally different chutch. It was the
.} - I'will mention only a couple morc. was the Aramaic equivalent of the . . Babylonian mystery religion, then
“there. In Acts 5:15 it was everf Peter’s * Greek petros of petra, which means  calling itself “Christian,” professing
shadow passing over peoplc that . rock. It is thus given as a descriptive-  to be the true Chirch. Sunday was
healed them,, title, and -not as a proper name. He - bemg observed early Sunday morns

. Christ chose Peter to first open up  was not-yet Peter, but only Simon, . ings instead of the Sabbath, Eister

. the Gospel to gentlles Acts’ 10and . 1mplylsnve and vacillating, and. Jeeus. N . (Continued.on page 25)]. .
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 WhenOnels
Dlsfellowshlp ed-
- WHICH FAMILY

Whtch FAMI.LY must the Christian put ﬁrst —
the natural human family-or the GOD
Famzly into whzch he is begotten’

By Herbert W Armstrong

tian, you are a begotien .

- ""‘IFS YOU ARE.really @ Chris-
child of God — bcgotten~

"into the Gop FAMILY.

God says, through the apostle *

John, “Beloved, now are we the
sofs of God; and it doth not yet
appear-what -we .shall be .
John' 3:2). :

We, if Christians, are NOW in .

- this present physical life, already
begotten sons of; God. What we
. shall, be when Christ appeatrs —

at His soon Second Coming — -

“cdnnot now be SEEN — does not

yet APPEAR. But, “we shall be like-

Him” {same verse). How:does He

E appear? I “viit’ ‘mortal physical

. eyes could see Him, we would see

His eyes as flames-of fire and His

countenance as the sun -— ful[
‘strength. .

" Verse | says, F'the world knowe_th
.us not, becatse. it knew him not.”

"'(I.

_Qther members of your human fami-

" ly, unconverted, cannot see Christ in
" you.-

> What Io a Chrlstlan?

Now what is'a Christian? Romaris
8:9 says, “Now if any man have not
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of

his.”- If one is not being led by the .

s Spnrlt of Qod he is ot a Chnstnan

. Those, then, in your own human
family ‘who do not have God’s Holy
Spirit active in them — who are not

being led by the Holy Spirit - sim-
ply cannot-see or recognize Christ IN

YOU —— if youy are a Christian. Now.

‘where does that leadus? -
: You who do havc and are ie\:l by

[
. .

‘;Now'We COMMAND YOU,
brethren, in the name of -

our Lord Jesus Christ, that™
ye WITHDRAW yourselves -

from every brother that -

walketh disorderly, and not"

after the tradition whtch
he ’mcenved ef us.”

. God's. Sp;m — who. are'Christi‘dns

© = are now. members of a TOTALLY

- DiIFFERENT FamiLy — the begotten

(not yet’ barn) , FamiLy . oF. Gop!

Other members of yourhufnan fami-

oy — your parents, your brothers and

sisters — your children —— who are
not fed by God’s Spirit -— are NOT
members of the bcgonen FAMILY OF
Gon SN

Noy does that of ndclf cut you OFF
from your human family? :

Of 'itself, No! Eor example, your
children may be too young $o-be con-

- verted into the begotten FaMiLy oF

Gop. Yet they arc your RESPONSIBIL-
1TY. How about your parents? God's

Fifth Commandment fells you ¢ v o]

HONOR your parems and it does not’

say dishonot them if they ‘are not '

begotten into the Gop Famiry!
What, then? Your membership in

V{thc FAMILY OF Gob. does not cut off -
- - your - membcrshlp in, yom' humnn
g _t'amlly :

- But, can the aguons of one of them )
cut-théem off from you? THAT 1S THE

+ BIG_QUESTION mzxs' :

Your" conversion ‘into_the ‘Gop
FAMILY does not, of itself, cut you off
from a right and proper family love
and .relationship with your natufal

- hurhan fam:ly You must still love -

them. N
Bu7T, you CANNOT have true C( 5-
tian fellowship with: them. Through
John, God says also, 1 John' 1:7, that
we Christians- who *“walk in the

light” have fellowshnp one ‘with an-

other. _
That is, with other like believers, .
led by God's Spirit. But verse 3 of
this same chapter says. “and truly
our fellowship is with the Fathier, and -

" with his Son Jesus Christ.”

Now assuredly the still carnal and
unconvened members of our human .
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family do not, and CANNOT, have this
fellowship with-God the Father and
with the living Jesus Christ.

We are also, commanded, “*have no
fellowship with the unfrukful warks
of darkness™ (Eph. 5:11).

. We cannot have' 1) Christia;rand‘

spiritual fellowship with members of
our human family who are uncon-
verted, 2) we cannot have even non-
spiritual fellowship ‘with them, if the
association with them takes us into
things contrary to the Christian i
or things of evil — the “unfruitful
works ‘for conduct} of darkness.”™"
We can have dn association with
them that avoids either the extreme
of participating in things evil (like,

-for example, telling dirty stories) —

or trying to speak with them about
the Bible or about God or spiritial

. lhmgs .

If ofe of them shows an mlcrcsr

. and asks a question about the Bi- -

ble or the Church, answer the
qut,slion i a noncontrovcrsxal
manqcr but do not try to continue
“getting them interested” — for
you will oflly turn them away and

-cause hard feeljngs or worse. You
' CANNOT “¢cONVERT" YOUR HUMAN
EAMILY. D(m T rln'

What, then, can you talk about
with "the unconverted members” of
your physical family The lhings
THEY are interested in — so long as it

. is neithes evil, nor'cohtroversiat spiri-

tually.

What of a DISFELLOWSHIPPED."
MEMBER?

But what of 4 member of your

human family who had come into the -
. Church and is excommunicated for

causing discord and division or other
spiritual offense in the Church?

Ah, now we really po have a ques-
tion loaded with dynamnc' But if we
let Gop and His Word give us diréc-

tion, weshall-DO WHAT IS, RIGHT IN -

His Eves!”
In Romans 1¢:17 i 3p€f'ks of
marking “them which cause Dlv\l-

-SIONS and OLFENCES CONTRARY TO

THE DOCTRINE _wm(n YE HAVE
LEARNED™™ Tt does not say, “all ex-
cept members of your flesh-and-
blood f:xmnly 1t speaks of ANy who
has bcen 4 Churcht dlember. And it"
says. “AvOID THEM™! look now fur-
ther.

An 1l ~lhe:,:mlom.ms 3.6, 14- is u.

- thc. CUMMAND: “"Now we (OMMAND

You, brethren, in the name of our.
‘ ' ;_ ‘

. Lord Jesus Christ, that ye WiThi-

-er that walketh «disorderly, ang not

“He that loveth father or. mother

DRAW yourselves from every broth:

after the tradition which Ne re-
ceived of ugr. .. And if any man
obey not oug word by this epistle,
note that mian, sind have ne com-
pany with hinr, tha?"he may be
ashamed. Yet count hiim not as an.
enemy” (verses 14-15). ~

That js speaking of any brother:
whether in lhc Lord — W .m lhc
human family. x

It is a coMMaND..And -r we try to
be MORE KIND — MORE RIGHTEOUS
— than Ggg and DISOBEY THAT coM-
MA ND, we Convict ourselves of disobe-
dience of God's TOMMAND!

Yet we are not'to treat such aone ',
as an enemy' | o
This is a question lhn!‘ never has
been expounded 1o lbe"Churgh before
to my _knowledge. 4 have tried to
make it PLAIN, as GoD instructs.

Jesus ‘saidis “Anid a man's fos
shall bedhey of his own-household.

'

more than me is not worthy of me:
and he that loveth son or daughter. .
more than me is not worthy of rhe™
(Matt. J0:36-37).. )
"’Wc must love Chnsl MORE' o’

Ly

“

;; -JOsus saud,

N

2 wilt -bud: ‘my -church!” Byt does -~
< Jesus Chnst have many different church denomi-
“'nations doing His Work? Is Christ divided? How,
* when. and where did loday's religious babylori of -
multiple denominations ‘get started? And how
1 -does one recognize the true Church? Qur free
- booklet Th:s Is The Warldw:de Church of Gad “

'WHERE IS GOD'S TRUE CHURCH TODAY?

answers these questmns*Wé thmk you It find it '”*_ C
*.most enlidhtening: To réquest your copy, wnte ‘
.The Googd News at the address
" 'nearest you. (See inside front
cover for addresses woridwide. )
“Your copy will be sent as soon
as we receive your request

10
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Let God Handle It!

" Are you resisting God. because you don’t

4

+

‘understand some facet of His truth? Obedience
to your Creator must come through faith.

By Dibar Apartian

[y

L

o r " he Bible, in no uncertain
' terms, relates the stories of
.

two different kinds of people:
thmc who questioned God and dis-

obeyed His orders becaysé they were .

_ displeased with<« His answers, and
. those who obeyed Him without ques-
tioning. The first way leads to etérnal

. death; the second way leads to éter- .-

“nallife.
Be honest with yourseif! How do

" . you ask questions about the Bible?

How do you segk the truth? Is it
_wrong to ask questions? Why do you
ask question$? Is it to learn or to

argue? To understand o to rational- -

- ize? To obey or to“rebel? - -
‘More often than not, people ask
"questions not because they are truly
"interested in the answer, but because
. they dre looking foP an excuse to dis-
agree — to not submit themselves to
~ an'ordet — or simply to pretcnd they
arc smart.
For instance, to the carnal mind, .
: Sabbath«&epjng doesn’t make much
senise. What's €0 holy about~the #év-
_ énth day of the week? Why shoufld
the Sabbath be different.tharn any

. other day? What difference does it -

" make Whether God rested on that
" day. or not? .
The answer, of course, is utterly

simple for those who believe in God

styuctwc eptions. Why,. indeed;.
. had Gogeiven them such an unfair
order?Why didn’t He want them to -

and .aré honestly scarchmg\'for the.
truth, If for ng other reason, We keep
" the Sabbath because God says tol

Faith does not’ raqulro
. undorstanding )

Strange as it ri\xay seem, your obe:

dierice to God does ngt depcnd upon
-, His answers to your “whys.”

“Now faith is the substance” of
things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). Notice!
The Bible does not say, “Faith is thc

" answer to all of your questions” or

i thc satxsfactnon of your mtcllcctual

2

curiosity.” Faith is 1mphcxt. trust in
. God and His Word — whether you.
understand its meaning or not. You

believe God without questioning —
and do wha . He says.

“For by it the elders obtained a
good rcport Through faith we unders
““stand that the worlds were framed by
the wofd of God, so that things which
are seen werg not” made of things
which do appear" (verses 2-3). The
" understanding is through faith, and
not by arriving‘at some answer that s
plaus:bl‘c 10 you. — the answer that.
humanly you may have wanted.

When you grasp this truth, your ’

attitude will change, and you will
have a totally dxffcrcm-. outlook on
hfe —'a depth of faith in God that

your have never expericnced before. -

* Adam and Eve missed tho polnt

‘Our first parents questioned God’s

~ orders and refused to believe Him.'

God commanded Adam: “Of evgry
tree of the garden thou mayest frexly.

- eat: But of the tree of the knowledge

of good and evil, thou shait fiot eatof”
-it: for in the day that thou eatest

- thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gcn

2:16-17). .

-And as A nd Eve let doubts
_enter’ ' their s, they . gradually
“became vulnefable to Satan's de-

eat-of that particular fruit? Why, of

- all the trees'in the,garden, should this -
-~ onie- be’ forbt en? The cqupiec was ™

unable — ‘gotually unwilling — to

. understaad. Ged’s reasons, and they
. refused to obey Hir without fully =

grasping the purpose of His order —

. and agreeing with. it.

And s0 came about, as Hefbert W.
Armstrong ‘has called -it, the first =
“scientific experiment.” It was based
on dlslmst of 'God‘ Word! Adam

and Evc yielded to their intellectual
cunosﬂy — tovanity. “And whenthe
woman saW that the tree was good
for food, and that it was pleasant to
the eyes, and a tree to be desired to
make one wise, she took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat, and. gave also
unto dier husband with her; and he
did eat” (Gén. 3:6).

Think. Where did the pair get *ihe
idea that the tree was good for-faod

_ and would “make one wise”? Had

God told them that? No. Under
Satan’s ‘influencé, Adam- and Eve

convinced themselves that it was pos- .~ ]

sible for them to reach the- geal of
Godship without submitting to God's

- order. Thcy rejected the. Holy. Spmt
- — which, in time, would have caused

them to understand cvcryy:nng they

- needed to know faor salvation.

Do you see how this can also affect ‘
all of us as Christians? If your obe-
dience tg God depends” upon His

answers to your quéstions — answers.
- that will satisfy you — then you are®

most vulnerable to Satan’s- attacks.
Satan i’ today “trying to divide the
-Church by putting doubts in God s

: peoplc s mindst- .

.Noah didn’t ask why .

" Noah was righteous before God.
How can we be? The “Bible simply
states, “Noah was a.just man. and
perfect in his generations, and Noah-
walked with God” (Gen. 6:9). .
Unlike Adam and Eve, Noah did- -
“not question God's orders. He didn't ]
“ doubt His-Creator’s intentions and:
Word. “Thus did Noah; according to
all that God commanded him, so did
“'he” {verse 22)..
N Snmple isn’t it? A childlike faith.
Yet, ironic as it may 3eem, many

- people today, swayed by their intel- -

* lectual vanity, claim that.the biblical,

‘aocoum»of Noah's ark.is not scien-

. (Continyed on page 28}
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- “to ask you to pray for me again.
- 1 simply can’t u.nderstand why I
wasn't heale‘ﬂ ”

~ asked.
Cweren't?”. -

Lo T

How can you knaw Go

A s trﬂervew/;;ng to kelp you? What should you
5" be looking for? How. can.you do your part? Here are answers 10
these quesuons_of datiy ne%d and etemal zmport

Y E

ome time ago a< ouag. '

man came from some dis-
tance to see me. He had

‘written two or three times ask-
inf me to pray for his hcahng w !
~of an affiiction. caused by an -
_ accident; and each time I had -
* - prayed for him and sent him”

an anointed cloth, accordmg to”
the exagple set by the aposth .

APaul (Acts 19:11-12).

“I'came to.see you, " he sald

" “Ol, weren’t you healed?” ¥,
“How, do you knoWw -you

"Why, I still have thns nervousw

‘ness. | still FEEL it.” )
) “ls that how you xnow"" l ’

“Of course,” he rcphed
Well, there was his troubl'c.

' Priceless knowlcdgo

What ‘would it be worth to you lf I
uld tell you exactly how you could '

" - always pray 1o God for évery need,
° . for help and dclivcranc,c‘,irom,every e
- trouble-and-always get ¢
" If T could show you a way to.always

KNOUW 'you are going (o dctually gct
what you ask of God? .. % .

. .Lcan tell you that. I have found ;

" the way, m

" “cases, like that of this young man,
* where 1 have interceded. for others:

myself. Of course, in some

and asked God to do somcthing for-.

. _them, they have failed to receive the
_answer — whllc. dn the othcr hind-.

ey
e

he answer? ..~

1 awoke, thc:y were gonc

What wo’uld it bc
wonh to you

if 1 could )

teH you‘exactly how T

¥

e, you’ could: glways -

pray:to God -
}’ avery nged,
forthe and- dclm:rancc

. Once we had to ask God to heal my

wife of four or five serious afflictiops.
which had come upon her simulta-
neously — quinsy with lockjaw, blood
poison froma rose thorn, a dog bite and
two serious internal ailments. Her.

. mndmon was $o critical doctors did |
o -~ notexpecther toliveanother 24 hours.

T Shc was completely healed of all these

- from every t.r,ouble i

*« - " and always get .

“the anhswer?. ... L. haye g
foux‘rd,_thc _way, mysclf.'

man?‘ others' have recepfed thc. an-.

But as of the‘fnomcnt\l write, thcre

- is not one thnﬁg I- have had to. rc]y
.. upon God "for and - ask Him for in

prayer, for myself and “fasaily or.this"

“wonderful Work of His, whith He

has .committed ‘to- mc,w that has Hot

- been answered N
I remember how m ‘f t: wxfc .

Loma.and [ had to dcpend uﬁnn God
for-just about everything.

Once | had to ask God.for a dime.
We had to have it immediately. Be- .

- lieve it or not, in less than two mih-
utes-God sent it 10 our house.

to send us $50, y a certain date ~
— for the Work — and He sent it.
‘Once, more than 35 Years. ago, 1

remember, before. retiring at night,

asking God. to remove some painful

swer | a§ked for Yhem: - N

"

canker sores inside my mouth. Whea .

thmgsxm:aml y!

Wheh our youngest son was 2 yea s

. and4 momhsold hestill could not talk.

* Either ffom birth or asa reswitof a fall,
something - obstfucted” his speech.
Whenwe becamcSure of the factof the
afitiction, we asked God o, heal him
and let him tatk, and the vcry nextday

b he was beginning to talk.and ina week

«he was speaking whole scmcnccs lnkfi .

'anyboyhlsagc o v
. God answers overy n&od S

1 have had fo ask God 1o defives us.,
'anq His Work, from enewmiies. 1 have

asked Him for undersignding of His -

will, and His Word. Lhave had to ask

for wisdom. whete I had none, and.for
guidance. 1 hive been at my wit's end
. irf despeiate trouble and cried out to
God for dchycranoe ‘God has an-

swered. every ‘time. Naver -ance has_

- therpbeen a failurotoget the answcr.

Once ‘when we “were returning . :
from Eumpc., we found ourselvesina . S

hurricane in themlddle of the Atlan-

. tic. When it 'became known thal’we
. % At another time | had to ask God-‘../ﬁcrc in great Janger — and no hife-

boat could have been Mnched in

those angry 65-foot waves — | Went ]
to my cabin and earnestly asked God

. to-calm the storm. In two or«three.
houts the sea was calm again.

You can gét the satne results — if

you will be willing to. learn what l

C meGOODNEws Apnl1980
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":‘”‘hav‘é" had 10 learn, and 10 do Qhat

C il -
1 had ng dlﬁ‘iculty at all in seemg )
at om:c why these.two fine, earncst;.
_yoyng men were not healed. :

God has shown me I have 10 do.

If money could buy you the abso-
lute GUARANTEE that you would al-
ways get whatever you ask of God —
ALWAYS receive the answer to your.
prayers, how much would this magic

. be worth? You'd be willing to pay a

great deal for it, wouldn't you? Ah,

- but this is something far 100 precious <
" 10 be purchased with -money. The

richest man on earth does not have
enough money to buv it- Yet'you can
have "it, if you'll pay the price of
conforming to GQd s terms and con-"
ditions, :
Another young man, almosl likea
son to me, could not understand why
God refused to heal him. Hg told me_
he had read in our office many letters

- from people whe have been miracu-

loisly healed of many ailments and.
discases after | had prayed for them

" _and just sent them anomted plm of -~

cloth. -
"1 had also prayed for this you_ng .
man, at least three times or more.’

" Yet he knew God had refused to heal
" him. He couldn't understand why —

was much discouraged. And how d1d
he know? Why, by the EVIDENCE —.
he could still FegL the affliction and
thal PROVED God lrad not healed

- Know God's condltion;

“Before your ask God for any1hmg.
you miust first know whether it is His =~
will. He'tells us His will' in the Bible.
He has made us hundreds of definite
PROMISES — -and He absolutely

-GUARANTEEs He ‘will kecp thom!

Among themy He has .promised to

" supply evety NEED — miot desire or

want, but every NEep. He has prom-
ised to give us wisdom, to deliver us
from cvery affliction, trouble or

. temptation, to. fight.our.enemiies for .

us and deliver us from their power, to.

. guide and direct us in making right

ang wise decisions. Heé has promised

10 healus when we are sicj.

" These are a few of the things we s
BNOW it'is God's will to do for us —

shings for which we nmay ask and be

sure we shall get the answer! But.

. THERE ARE CONDITIONS! It is like a
* contract or agreement. God promises

" Tre GOOD NEWS ' Aprid'1980

. 10 always do these things for us, IF we

do just fwo things He demands of us!
And an uncle of mine once impressed
on me, so indelibly | shall never for-

-get, that that little two-letter word IF

is the biggest word in -the. English

* language. That great big little IF is

the obstruction that stands between

you and getting lhc answer - from

God!
- First, you must OBEY. “Whamocvcr'

- we ask, we reecive of him pecause we

keep his commandments, and do those
things that arg pleasing IN HIS

SIGHT” (1 John 3:22). Second, you -

must BELIEVE, “* According to your faith
beituntoyou” (Matt 9: 29)

~His will

-Sin is-the uan&gms&on 9!' tbe
(1 John 3:4). ' .
}le Biblc- définition of FA]‘EH is
this, *Now faith is the substance of

things hoped for. the . evidence -of -’

_ things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). God-

" PrROMISES to heal you when you arg
sick. You follow His instsuction, you''

It is sufﬁcient o
- for you that God

“has promised!' Take it.
rely on Him

to Him . ."

- — trust Him, serene

and unshaken in

the definite assurance:
- itisnowin
God’s hands, and

“He has promised and

He will attend
~ to it without fail.. -

Now these two young men were

both sincere feliows who had surren-""

dered }o God, who- sougfit to kmow
and’to keep His command=
ments and Jive His way through His

power and strength. And both of
them had sincercly SUPPOSED that _

they had FAITH:

_ But, like at least 99 out of every’
100 eainest, surrendeted Christians,
.. they have not fully realized ;ust what

faith-is or how 10 exercise.jt.
The Bible definiyon of si

is this,

call for the elders of the church, they

pray over you the prayer of faith, -
) ﬁnomtpng you with oil and Ged

N R

" receive anything of the |

Pnomsx-:s that when this is done, *‘the

ptayer of faith shall. save the s:ck

" and the LORD SHALE RAISE HIM UP

(Jas. 5:14-15). . -~ .
Whaﬁ_s evidence?
Now these two young men con-

‘done as He bad' promised. How did

they know — what cvidence con- - -
- vinced them God had not done what

He promised? Why, their EVIDENCE, -
- in both cases, was that they could

FEEL the pain, the nervousness, the
weakness. They could see they were
not healed. There was the EVIDENCE
‘that God had not healed them.

. But once again, what is FAITH? - |
- fI-‘_aith i8'the EVIDENCE of healing that
. i5 NOT SEEN — or felt! It.is impossible

for God to lic. Impo&snbl.: for*God to
break His promise. Do you’ beheve
that? " -

- “Oh, yes, of oourse you answcr '

"~ or do you, now?
I know these two young men

' thought they had faith. As a matter

of fact, at the time | praywd for them,
undoubtedly thcy both- believed: At

" ~the time, that is. Yes, t?ht:y did have

faith-— ar the time!
But what_ they did not reahzc

about FAITH is that faith must not
“wiver. It must a{u%i It must remain

constant — uawavering! It must EN-

' fronted me with the fact God had not. -

J

' . DURE —— il must CONTINUE! Through S
- James, L5od - ipstructs us to ask “in -~
_- faith; nothing wavering. For he that- - -
wavergth is like a,wave of the sea
driven with the wind and tossed. For °

let not that. man think that he shall

Lord™ (Jas.
1:6-7)

" Yes, these young men mlly dnd
‘believe — at the time! :

Buv they did not come to the real
TEST of their, faith until the devil pre-
sented his cvxdcnea a few days later.
When, after a few days, they could

still FEEL and sEg they were nof

- -healed; then Satan was - presenting -
“his evidence to their mipds! It was

dcnec they cauld FEEL angd sm:f

God's PROMISE — they looked at the
MATERIAL, SENSUAL evidence, and
right then and there, without realiz-
-ing what was takmg place in- their
minds, they WAVERED in their belief

PR

in God's progisc. Instead of BELIEV- ;

-

-

* e




©ING ‘God’s gvidence, which is FAITH in

.. in mystenipys ways to perform His -
* wondexs — not.im thé ways nor at the

Y

GN SPECIAL

what they cenamlv did not yet FEEL -

or SEE. they just simply could. not
doubt thé¢ miaterial evidence of the

and sight! ‘What they felt and saw -

“therefore “convinced - them" mn

. WERE NOT HEALED!

God determine: wheh

) They began to ask, “Why didn’t
" God ‘heal me"
then gone. Yes. they wavered, and
God says,

Lo-d™
'So here is t}xc_.le.son -yqu must

" learn — the lesson. of faith — if you

~ would get answers to your prayeérs.
““First, scarch the Bible to sce whether
God has PROMISED, to DO what you
ask — b&i REMEMBER, God no-
-where promises WHEN | or HOW He

" will do it! -
" That's the thing ‘to rcmember‘

"Never-forget it! God has not prom-

. ised He will do'it instantly, or-'when |

‘and their faith was .

“Let not that man- think -
" that he sha]l recewc anythmg of the -

'hc Faith_ is merelv bchcvmg that

.what God. has. promnsqd He will do ..
(Rom. 4:21). Faith is your assurance

* of what you are stili hoping for —
human flesh .and ‘the senses of feel

you expect or how you expect. ALL. -

‘He has promised is to 0o IT!. He does’
: lhings it His own time. And some-

. times [ have. found God is not in so
reata hurry as we. And God works

time we expect. . -t

- 1§ is sufficient, for you that: GOD
_1ias FrROMISED! Take it to Him; claim

His promise, ask Him to do what He

- has promised — ‘and then leave it in -

His hands — RELY oM Him — fruss
- Him, seréne and nishaken in the def-

inite” assurance it is now in.Gop's -

.HANDs, and HE HAS PROMISED and
- He w:l! attend to it wighout fail.
He may perform what- He has

. amount of mopey we had to have was

'your gvidence of what is not \et nsr—
. ble — what you cannot vet'

Always. remember that appear-

ances, csrcumslarces evidences of

the physical senses, have absolutely-
ANOTHING to do with the performance. -

of a miracle by God.
Faith not physlcal

" Several years ago evesy- physical -

evidence literally shouted, at us that

there was absolutely NOTHING that’

oould save -Ambassador College and

- So*if God .. tries'
your faft\h rcjmce “and
praise Him for using
this expenence tQ
. créate Tn you more -
- enduring faith, greater
pafie,ncc — two very high
pomts of holy character!
Instead of grumbling;
d(mbtmg, see the lovmg
hand of God in it "
and be thankful'

lhns Wurk of God Nolhmg could
. havEAPPEAR ED more impossible. The

" just'too great. No such sums, ever had
come 16 Gs in so_short a fime. But 1

" .knew God: had PROMISED 10 provide ~

promised instantapeously. Or. He

may not. He may TEST YOUR FAITH '

and permit Satan to tempt you with

“"his physical, sendwal evidence to see .

lf yols, will doubt jod's\Word. -

“ not yel see the answer. but rather still

- feel the pain or affliction, DON'T YOU

BELIEVE IT! Jesus promised that the
- SIGN shall Forrow: It will if you
remain steadfas{ and unwavenn& in

"“:2 LEAVING IT IN GOP’s HANDS. Meet

this Test of faith by disbelieving
_what ‘you feel and se¢ and instead -
:Euznm God’s pronusc’ God can’t

10 -

- every need *— and: PROMISED He ©
~.would_ not drop the Work' He had.

hg:gun — had PROMISED. to deliver *

- His servants out of every trouble —

i,

and’ ! knew these promises of God
were stronger than all appedrances,

s V,ar ali things seen, heard or jell’
"7t is healing you have asked, and
: twe or three days go by, and you do.

" No matter How impossible it ap--
pearc_d I 'knew Ged’s PROMISES were
stronger and "mi
“ancks or circumstances. 1 knew that
and believed it nmplxcnlj -1 couldn’t
see HOW it was possible for God todeit

* — but 1 didn’t need to sec how: Omcrs.

said, "1 can’t see how it"s possible” —

* andquit believing — butnot allolhers,

* forsome believed as 1 did. S
ylganwhllc. I did eycrytlung in my

_o'ONn My toes. .
© . overlook rothing — and all the while
wondering whether God would use - -
ANy of the iines of activity | was
employing or provide the need some’
* altggether different way. Well, the
way He did it was totally unexpescted:
— BUT He-pip 17 That's. all that

’

tier than appear-

power to do m) part. 1 was iu""\"
T alery, temse, trying o

matters, isp't 117 1 dadnn do it, He
pip 1Tt He kept His p'cmzsc — He
ALWAYS DOES!,

“The fate of Ambassador Cu*oge
and its first piece of property was at

. stake. Our ingome then averaged.
$500 perday. Wé thonght we needed

$35,000. Actually it turned oul we
.needed $50,000.

Suddenly one day $3.000 came m/

- Next day and each day {or 17 days”

$3.000 (average) was received cvcn )

day. By the duec date the entire
. $50, 000f'had beeri sent in.

lu _my perconal experignce.
have seen the answer come instan- .
taneously and we have had to én-

- dure ‘the trial of faith and bé pa- -

tient. While Godinszamtly hegled .

my wife in the ifstance mentioned
above and.has dome it also at-other
" times, while’ lie immediately sent”
. that dime, there hdve been other
times “when somg mémber of our
" family was healed only. after we .

endured the test of faith and where

the supplying of financial rccd
seemed long delayed.:

failed. me, and He never will fail

You - if you will obey, a'nd can-

. BELIEVE, ur\{vaverjng' :

JIf the answer seems delayed in .

coming. remember, “the trying of
your faith’ workcth PATIENCE! (Jas.
“1:3). And the developmept of pa->
-TIENCE-is one of the purposes of your

- existence! So if God puts you tu- ‘the

mtandﬁmss your faith, re;mce and

praise Him fog using this expericnce -

e create in you more enduring fauh.
T grealer PATIENCE — 1Wo high poinis’
. ofHoly CHARACTER! Instead of grum-
" bling, see the loving hand of God i in it
and be thankful! :

:1f God has promiseD, that's all you

.. need! If God delays, HE HAS A REASON!

ll sonfyadelay,notarefusal. Sa TRU ST
"Hin! Keep -on uusung Hime Be-pa-

, TIENT! The answer is SURE! Arise! from
L oyour bedofdoubtund WALK:he pal&

of FAITH! .
TIE GOOO WS

we

&0d often, " |
. triés our paticrice. But He has never 7

ApniJ 1980_ ’




._ ‘oukr Falth Must
avea Foundation

The /azin you are Clmging 10 may do you.absolutely no good agamst

Satan’s fiery daris — unless it meets several specific w.ndmons Your

By P.a;f::*fn—f F MoNae

PE - faith must rest on the solid foundation desciibed here. .

P

mar checked into 4 room on the
Q& 30th flocr of a big hotel on &

.- arm. foggy night. The room
- was-300 hotl so he forced oper @ win-
dow and stepped through it into the -

thick darkness. thinking he was step- .

- ping onto 4 balcony. Bui. 1o hisshor-
- ror. he qmdm realized (100 . late)
- that nothing was under his feet! The
terrified guest feil headiong to his
death on the sidewalk below. -
Did the-mian’s beiief that he was
" stepping onio a balcony save him? *
if a person wnwittingly drinks

some dead'\. poiﬁ.on" not realizingit is |
his ‘ignorance Chis mis-.

poison, v
placed bglief

faith). prcwm hjs
“untimely death? - -

If -people smcefely behew a lie, -
:witl it profiv them? Millicns ¢f Ger--

mans reatly believéd in the promises
“of Adolf Hitler and his Nazi party
before and during World War Ii.

" They {rusted that the faehrer would .-

- brmg nhcmspcacc prosperity and ~
¢ by mid-1945, they

-happinegs
“were disitlusioned. . The deluded

. masses - of Germany came 16 see
... that they had placed. their faithi ina .
©.man and a -party that could nol,

~ deliver what they -had pmmnsed

. The result? A ra\«aged dnvlded Ger-

. ‘manv

Faith i srmpfs wnndemce 'md“”

assurance inGod — the absolute cer-

fainty thai somelhmg -will happem=

. according to our ‘umshakable belief
based qa God s. promise ot knowl-
cdgctof His will’ Bt is trust in.God,

ROt man . — nm A one's gwn

unfounded supposition: Fawh is
assurangtbal whiat God has prom-

fsed He will pecform (Rom. 4:21). It

B “the substance of things Hoped fo%
The GOOD NEWS ~ Aprd 1860-

~Itis pmgible i

the (‘hdtﬂtc of thmg»s ol seen”
éHeH i1, ‘}

But how can we mke sure %ha! K
cur faith'is not “dead” o7
“{das., 2.}
can we make sure that oug faith does

- mare for gs than it did for the man
who onls belieted there was & balen-™

)

1n vain™?

701 Cor. 1518, !‘F”r.“H'aw

sy cu!&idn his hotet uinduuG?

A :okd m.meauon <
Faith, or besief. in (,ﬁer*m bc

"eﬁcuu.g Smust b6 SOTdl based. it

. must have a sure éourdauon ifitis i)
stand. Sinceérity dhone is.tot eninigh.
o be ever 5o Sincére —
like. those pecple who belicved in
. Adoif Hitier — and yet be sincerely
wrong — 1o have a misplaced. tzust.

I we are 3 have real, fiving, effec-

tive faith, we st learn W ‘pul our
faith in Gad. not in men® )
“Cuised be the man that lws&cm
in rftan, and maketh fesh his arm,
and whose heart deparisth from the.
Lord™ ider t7Sh And we are also
“told, “Pat not vour trustin princes.

- God” (Mark 11.22). -
Bu: why-pu aur faith in God rath-

© er than in someone’ of something -

¢lie T Bevause God is the only suse .
founda‘!mn Tor belief!
. Evep whem men are well lﬁ“en»

-tioned: you never really know wheth.
-¢r they. will_bhe able 1o keep their -
Fromises. d many people are npt-

well intenfioned. .

But God will ‘mever break His
~Word. He is totally reliable. When
"-He makes a promiise, wu can dépend
on it. Men! are lummd in kmidgc

wcak infaith .
_the promise of God through unbelief;
.. 'butwas strong in faith, giving glory
-t God: And being fully persuaded
.ﬁm ‘what he had promised, he was
Florm” {Rom 4:19.
210, God made an gral promise to . - . ¢
_Abrahar, ‘and Taithful” Abraliam
. simply believed Ris Creater. He knew -
God wwmm Eae pe that His Wovd o

and undersiand: ng and aiwy.in “het'

abuiity to kkgep their word. But God is.
00 perceny fuithful d Cm B

ama\a
J1 Per. 41193

'mmxb!e for (;-)d Q
Ye {Heb. 6:i5;. Once He makes. 2
‘promise. He will stand by it (Neb
16:335. Whatever God promises —

“whatmet His wifl s — He wiil brmg‘
R T pass: . : :

Kno-hﬂ Gﬂdl will - W |

- -

. The pabmu.n Abraham was “not
" Me staggered not at

“able il 10 pe?

was. good.

TCan we mzﬁm Abrahams eam: _.

? Some of s may be prone to say’

) “ﬂg § cuuld believe God, ton, if Hef
nor in the'sen of man, in whym there «
15 10 help” (Ps. 146:3). Jesus Christ
-Commanded us 1o "Haw: faith in

.ww xpeak directly. 10 me as He

spoke 1o Abraham Abraham had -
perfect faith in God:because He had -
revealed  Mis will 10 bim. He told
~Abraham what He was going (o do.
arid what Hdwanted . Abrshamitodo.

‘Bét God Raso'l apiken jo me. He

hasn't made His will kmown. to me.’

Hasn't He? God Ans made: it possl-
bie fur us ty know exactly what His
will today is - He hay spoken fa a,, '

i as. du’ea.t @ manner and with ¢

same authority as when He s.p;»k

.pcmmi!) to Abraham. How? -

_ Through His written Word, the
Bible -

the Holy Smfmua The
Babk ma’k me. mu ar fmﬂ Mm -

it

N

s

!
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““ "‘)
New TC:)'.Z"‘E“‘ fthe ward restament
means’ coienan! of cortractuai
: “involving promises on
God’s part and trasting obedienee on
man's _part) contains mc compiete

» . revelation cf God wrmm:,nc — His

revealed will to man.

Real, living faith m.S' be hasednn '

revealed in the Bible. ‘ But sany churches misunderstand’

Co-.. s wiil as
1 professing’ Christans wouid -
o‘aes Christ’s command to “Search.
2 scriptures” (John 5:39) —if they
\;’m;u like the nobie Berea;
the Bible daily (Acts 17:17) — they
Wy know what God has — and
Aas not — promised.
Fer instance, mMost peoph: who
B 1o fo.!cw Chn& smcere!v be-

romisé any such thmg" No?

Christ' said that no man has as

" _cended. into- heaven, and that thase’
" who develop propér Christian char-
acter, will inherit . the - mnh {Ps.
“115:16, Isa. 60:21).

But this what most of “Chris-
* has been taught? No. True -

mmh
- Christians -must rightly divide “the
. “word of truth” 10 know exactly what

‘God's will really is ‘and thus be able

- {0 have fasm in thit selid foundation .
~ (1 Tim. 215, E
- whﬂuewer/u stated)
_properly based beliel,
~be bastd on- fauity human ¢
must be placeil in God's \hord .
Then we .can pray property and
ezpqm 1o reseive answers from God:*
And ‘this is the confidence that we
- have in-him, that, if we ask any thing,
according 1o his will, he heareth us:-

And i - we know‘ lhal he hear us, '

- whatsoever we ask, we know that ¢
have the. petitiops t!m‘ 4 acsmad r
‘him” {1 Joh»n §.3 :

to peuuon Gnﬁ ac-
carding to His m!ﬂ wecan expect no

JSrEwer o our
© Mave the proper fazzh God* fequires’
- Tor answered prayer (Jas. 43, 1:6- .
"This proper faith, of -course, must

~.abso include kéepmg God’s com- -

mhrdments, which ate also revealed
in 4he Bible {1 Jalm 3:22)..

‘I'hc promc of hoa&ng

&(any peopie who think they have

periq,i faith _are forced o realize

that ﬂmr fmfﬁ is worthicss because v

12

N - -
* e O Testament and the

study

: Falth or behef,,jn }g -
to be effectual, must be N

-5:17). Belief in
's the Bible is'a .
Faith ca,!'lnal .
sbut

~we do-no¥ -

' ing, do we nat have to-wait pat

timetand way? ~ . -

they .do not receive what they pray
. for — because they misunderstand -
- what God has actually promised. A

gaod iliustration of this problem is to

<. be found in the subject.of healing.

_ Many Christianity-professing:
churches believe in divine healing.
Thai i fine, because the Bibie
teaches {hat can and does heal.

God's-promises to heai and misapply
‘them to their own dx.;txeas and dis-

* douragement.

The apostle James msmms Chris-

“tians as foilows: "1s.any sick among
- you? let him call fay the ¢lders of the
cmm:h and et them pra\ mcr h}m, :

. solidly based. It must
- have a sure foundation
= if it is to stand. -
Sincerity alone is not
enough Itis possnble
“to be ‘ever so sincere .
and yet be sincerely wrong
— to have a‘misplaced trust.

* .
P ]

smmtmg hum'w&h o;l in the. ﬁmc of
the Lord: And the prayer of faith
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall
~raisg bim up; and.if he havy cémmite
ted sms they shaik.be forgwen Hm"”
Jas. K14-15). "
Those who truly belicve 1he Word .

“of know that God has made cer-

« tair® promiscs concerning “healing.

’_ But it is vital that we do not ml’.mn

\de:sland what God promises. -
" Does God anywhere in the Dsble
pmsse -1o- heal everyone of
sickness .and every in lhs
life? Does God's Word uy henGod
wilt heat? Or, alter praying fog Nesl-

% i‘sgangmd

James sasd the prayer of faith
would -séve_the sick and that God

for God to heal us in;

. \-auidmuethemup. tut be did not
. say when God would do s0.- . .
Onnumemmmtbe&-

‘_blc. Christ, the apcsmss and ‘the

 Th rophct Elsha also dled in -
snheald, “Now FElisha was. |

prophets healed mog’e instantly. But
there are other exarhpids '\Q‘ien God
took a longer period of time before

" Me raised up the ill and healed lhcm

{1l Kings 20:1-7, John 4:52) In som¢™
instances,  God did not_heal the

‘pecple at all. But is His Word still

good? 1s it ever 100 iate for God to

Sraise him up’ * and make a sqck pers
son completely whole?

When does God heai? \

King David of Isracl was 2 great
man m‘God '»sight, vet God aﬂowed“

. him to contract some- kind of “a

loathsome disease” (Ps” 38:7, 41:8).
Near the-end of David’s life, he was
* g0 infirm that his body temperature

T uouldn’l stay bigh enough, s his-sér-

is “soughi\for -a fair.damsel” 10

warm (I-Kings i Td).

Scates that\God\hcal
B "

faith -
fallen sidk of his sicknegs whereof he -

- died™ (Il Kings 13:14).7 - ‘
th David and Elisha were men -

of G d. Why, then, did God — who:
_had worked mighty, acts'and miracles.

_. througlf these meh — not beal xhem‘7 _,‘ .

Only God can apswer “that. But God'
will heal them both — will raise,
them up in the soon- coming resur-
rection. Christ said that at that time,
nen shall “see- Abraham, and lsaac.

ard Jacob, and all_the prophets in

“ the kingdom of Ged
13283
~ The apostie Paul was anolhér man

(Luke

" whom God used mightily. Through -

" Paul, God healed many people: “Amnd.
God wrought special miracles by the’
_-.hands of Paul: So that frem his body
“wire bmught unto the sick handker- |
chiefs or aprons, and the diseases
dcpaned from them, and the evil:
spirits werit out of lhcm (Acts
19:11-12). ’ :

‘Ye, when Paul himself was snck
God didn't heal him. Why? Paul
himself givgs us the apswer: “And
lﬁl 1 should be exalt ed ahdve mea-
sure thfough? the abundancr. of the
?evthlm lhsre was giventome a/

msooo»sws Am 1980
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, thom in the flesh, the mcbscngcr of
" ‘Satan to buffet nie, lest 1 should’ be
! cxalted above measure. For this thing
"1 besought - the Lord thrice, that it

might duparl from me. And he said -
. unto mé, My grace is sufficient for

thee: for my stréngth' is-made perfect
in weakness. Most gladly therefore
witl I rather glory in iny infirmities,

that the power of Christ may rest

upongne” (11 Cor. 12:7-9). .
Paul had askad God oy three occa-
sions 1o heal him, but God had
refused, knowing that his infirmjtics
" would keep him humble. Paul there-
fore said, “I take pleasure in infirmi-
ties .. . for when Tam weak, thcf!\um
1 str(mg" (verse 10). *
Sometimes God heals pegple in-

stantly. Sometimes He delays their

* hoaling, until the resurrection. In
some instances He heals a person in
thts life after a cerfain delay,’
When Mirium, the sister of Moses,
* rebelléd, and was smitten with lepro-
-8y, Moses prayed to- God, *“And
Moses cried -ynto the Lord, saying,
: Ilwl/
“thee' (Num. 12:13). .
. JBut God didn'l grant Moses his
réquests “And the, Lord said unto
Maoses, I lier father had byt spit in~
her face, should she, not be ashatmed. -
- seven days?elet.her be shut out from
- the camip 3cvcng&ys, and aftér that
et her be receed in again” One
weck later, Miriam was hoaled by"
© God and was brought back into’ the
‘camp. (verses l4-|6)

' Th’ru important Ingridlcntl

her now, O God, I beseech

Faith is of prime_importance to

anyone who. would truly worship
God. “Without faith it is impossible
lo pigase him [God]” (Heb. 11:6).
How, then, does ene get more of the,
kind df faith evcryone needy?

How to ebtain saving faith: -

The npustlcs knew they needed
“more of the understundmg and pancc
that true faith jn God could give
~ them, und rc‘ulmng this, they im-
plored Christ} *“Incroase our faith”

(Luke 17:5). We, too, need to ask for

" the pawer to, ovcrwme our doubts
und faithlessdess, us one man did,

“And straightway the father of the

>

l

God will never brcak‘
His Word He 18
~ totally reliable. When He'
makes a promise, you can
depend on it.-Men-
~are limited in knowledge

and understanding, and also - -
- *lay sside our breastplate and shield

in their ability to kcep
. théir word. But God is .
always 100 percent fanthfur

ey,

® hxld oried oul, und suid with toars,

Lotg, | believe; help thou mine unbe- -
of” (Mark 9:23).

No_one.of hitosell has the kmd of - _away. conce

e

There-are_three vital ingredients
: mc.cbaarym healmg 1) fuith, 2) obe-
dience and 3) patience. When u per-

son prays for healing, he must be- -
" lieve, obey God und- then, because

Gad has not promised when He wil
heal, he must patiently wait for.
God’s iritervention.

It is only “through fal’;h-smd pa-’

tience . [that we shall] #nherit the
promlws" (Heb. 6:17). And we must
sometimes exercise a lot of patience
__waiting fot
"knows the ti
After dll, i
long’ list of 'bxbhcal htrogs patlemly
trusted in God and “died in faith, not
av;ng recewcd the [fulfillment of.
the] ‘promises” (Heb. 11:13). We
must have faith llke these pcoplc

Tha GOOD NEWS April 1880

c lb bcst

Giod_to._ act- when He . Panl goos on to say, "

in chrcws .

“fuith necessary to be saved. This sav-

“ing power can some only from God

and Jesus® Christ, “the author and
“finisher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2).
“Jesus Christ is the source of living
~faith, “Knowing that a man is not
justificd by the*works of the law, but

byythe fuith of Jesus Christ, even we
have believed-in Jesus Christ, that we

might be justifiod by the faith of

Christ, und not by the works of the -

law” (Gal. 2:16).

which I now live [gs » Christian] in

the flesh ) live by the faith of the Son'
of God, wha loved me, and gave him-

-self for me” (verse 20).

* Notice the source of the faith nec- -
¢ essary for justification; character de-

velopment., and salvation: “For by

“And the life - God -added. to- his-- limited—-human———— | —

grace are ye saved through faith; and
- that not of ymurwlvu it [fwith] is the'
tft of God" (Eph. 2:8).

Faith is ofic of the fruits of God's
Holy Spirit and. is imparted to us by
the indwelling of that Spirit (Gal.
5:22, 1 Cor. 12:9). We need to ask

+ God for more of His Holy prm.
which He is more than willing to give ¢
us (Luke 11:13). Jesus Christ, -
through thes incxhaustible “supply of
the Spirit” (Phil. 1:19), can give ys °
the fuith we need to trust nnd obey |
l!um at afl times. I

Also, we heed to remember that
“fuith cometh by heuring, and hear-
‘ing by the word of God” (Rom.
10:17). Hearihg and studying God's
Word will increase our faith. .

Our aplrliual rcd:r

“Faith is an importunt component
of our Christian armor. “Be sober,
+. putting on the breastplate of fuith

_and love™ (1 Thegs. 5:8). “Above all,

- Aaking the shield of fuith, whcrcw:th

yo shall b¢ able to quench all the

fiory .durts of the wicked” (Eph.
- 6 lﬁ)u‘
If 'we, as Christian soldiers, ever®

)

of, fgith, then we will be unable to.
whrd off all the frantic’ thrusts of
Sutun in his ‘efforts to destroy us,

‘Faith is like a compuss. 11 like,
the radur used on ships or planes.
Paul commanded the young Chris-
tinn warrior Timothy to “war a good .
warfare; Hdlding fuith, and a good. *
 “conscience; which sonie’ having put ,

shipwreck” (I Titn, 1:18-19). ..~
‘Without this s ﬂpxmual power to
direct us; we will ‘all sufiér “ship-

* | "wreck” sooner or later. According to *

the Word of God, our faith can be
ovcrlhrown if weare not alert and: ¥
vigilant (1] Tim. 2:18).

A Chnstian myst believe in God
and believe what His Word says. He
nedds to realize that his'own faithds
not suflicient to save him —— he needs
‘to have the very faith of the Son of

strength. Faith — a gift of God —
" comes as-a wesult.of God's' grace, -
prayer and Bible study.
A Christian must be sure to base his
_ faithon the foundation of God and His
Waord. If: pc does thisy his fajth will
- forever rcmnm unshakublel oo

i
o

rning “faith have- made. ——+'—~.———'- '

v

‘vh

N~
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/ he fazth of little chzldren can warm the sternest heart.
- But wheré, as children grow up; does that faith go? Don’t fazl :
)as parents to nurture your chlldren § falth in Gad! '

\
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, By Seimer Hogvold

v
i

- Wittlo Denice lay buancd m bjan—
kets, proppcd up in a corfier of
the, couchgin thoe living room

Her face was Hushed and hot to
. touch and her ¢yes were. faded wuh
" fover. She-had been sick through'the
long hours of the night.

I,sat on the couch’s edge alongside
hcr ynd told her that, as one of God's
ministers; I had come to gnoint and

" pray. for hér. She nodded her head in’

~appreciation, She readily explained,
-1 hurt awg
“knew God lovied her.and did not want

her to hurt and that He could and )

* would make her well!

L -Saying a simple pruyel" she could
understand, 1 anointed her fevered

- forehead with olive ojl. | assured her
* that God had promised to take away

“her sicknéss and pain and that, very -
“soon -sfic would be up and playing -

about the house. Snuggled In her ™

 warm blankets, she quietly looked at

‘me and nodded weakly. She- under-

“stood and “believed ‘with all her 5{

: “year-old mind and, heart.

1 chatted a few mmutps with her

mother at the door, ut before, I coyld
- leave, we hearda commotion in the .
~ living - room we had ‘just left. We

" rushed in. There on the floor in her

pajamas, was little Deniice, ndw sur-

rounted with her toys and playing

_happily, To her .mother’s . startled

ul all over!” "Y¥t, she -

" thé Hature of those,w

=

“would. She’ was ulrcady busy w?th
her activities for the day. God had
rewarded her childlike. faith.

. Asa small child, Deriice had an
unshakuble. faith, in’ God.: Sadly. ag
she matured, Ner faith weakened:

" ~8he became likg 50" many othet chil-

dren whose faith dwindles and some- *

lers-and thé time
~ they become young adults.

'« What. causes this tragcdy in our

“youdgsters? Can we find and correct
the problem before, their young atti-+
tudes are shaken or damaged? What
.de of examples arc we, as parénts,
“getting- for them? How can we ex-.

pand our children’s faith i in God and

keep | thﬁt faith growing? " .
+

" “Little ones which b.mm
‘Notice what"Christ revealed about

the Kingdom of ‘God:
time came the [disciples unto ‘Jesus,

snymg, Who is- the- greatest in the
Kingdoni of heaven? And Jesus called

- little child unto Rim, and set him in
. the midst of them, And said, Verily 1

“%say unto you, Except ye be converted,
and become as little éﬁildren, ye .
\s}:&ll ot -enter into_the kingdom of
ven. Whosoeéver -therefore. shall =
*humble himself as this little child, the .
samg is greatest in the kingdom of

exclamn(lon, Denice smilingly stated:

‘“God made me well again! 1 dan’t.

hurt anymore. He [pointing to fich
“said I could get up and play when
\God made me so 1 don’t hurt,” Her
. brick-hot fever: was entirely gonel
God had pcrrormcd His grand mira.

cle of healing Just as Dech knew He ‘

heaven. And .whoso shall receive’ éiveonc - a

Such littlechild in my name receiveth
me. But 'whoso shall offend one of .

these little ones which believe iri me |t .
* weie better for him that a rhill

‘were hangeci about his neck, and that
he were drownq& in' the depth of the
Sea"(Man 18 -6) St

.. times. disuppears ‘between the time
. they are pmch}m

N

'Plrontal respons

Christ delighted in the trustfulness
~of little children. We all nced this .
childlike faith, the faith that’ reveals
the give principle of God's own. na:

'ture' Faith is-a gift from God —

‘protect and nourish it when you see it

- displayed in your children, the “heri |

" tage of the Lord™ (Ps. 127:3).
Unfortunalcly. this world goes to

. 'the opposite ‘extreme, destroying ih
.nocent trust. and thus earning

Christ's condemnation for ¢ffending. -
“these little ‘ones.” Children today

- are the victims of ‘a seciety that’

frowns on discipline, Parents 'arc

laught to give children free rein dur-

mg thclr formative years. '
As Satan pumps his evil nalurc

-~ intos children:and it be\:omcs thmr

natur

*-childlike faiths twned inta dnacour-

agement; selfishness -and- ‘rebellion

Whi W would*eﬁrr*ﬁgﬁimtwuthomy ~Permissivencss—is
“At the same.

reaping 'bitter harvest.of rebels run-’

lity

’ mng umok and pla;jmg us.

Parcnthood is grént rcsﬁonublh-‘v

ty. The duties {nvolved include teach-
ing your children;.and teaching a- -
chlld to have faith in God miust ‘begin -..
¢ ¢radle and continue throfigh- "~
out the child’s developing years. - :
. God required Abram to prove him- - ]
gelf,to be a worthy trainer of men’ for -
a full 100 years bet‘ré’ﬂ—give trire

"his own son, lsaac, through his wife
»Sarai ‘And Abram qualified by prow -
.ing to God that he could lovc‘ munsh

and train a-son of his own. R

- Abram‘was a wealthy, merchant
* who dealt with all _\yho«r)g?nl&s{d the |
, Palestinian trade |

utes. pos- &
The GOOD - Aprii 1880
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sessed vast Nocks and had the status
" of a king everywhere he went. He
had many servants-in his" household
. — and he carefully tutored every one
" of them to believe as he behieved and
to worship as he worshiped. Abram’s

household, which must have num- .

"bered well over a thousand, was cou-

rageous 'and loyal to him (Gen.
14:14-16). Abram set the example of.
righteous iving for everyone. He
taught his entire houschold well, and
they followed his leadership. .

And so it was through Abram and
his wife Sarai that God began to
develop a people to serve Him. God
" knew that -Abram would train his
own son. just as he had trained his

entire household, dnd so, in Abram’s

hundredth yeat, Isaac was born to
- him.

No words of rcproof are rcc0rded

in. the Bible about his son. God

. becamé kriown throughout the' Bible”
- ds “the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob.” And just as Abraham taught
his son:faith in Ged, you can build

; faith in- your. children from whxch
thcy will ne"m: depart '

' Explalulng thd lmgn!s

Teachmg chxldrcn about -angels is

- "1 powetful way to build their-faith in”
- God. . Children are enthralled with -
_“the.concépt of these splruual helpers
: God created. -

-+, Explain God’s'purpose for angels .
~. Tell- your . children. how important

" angels aré to God’s vist c‘:rcauqn ‘and

.;;_%m them personally. - 7. . *Then sdid Daniel

Angels serve as;God's messengers.

" "Read to your children’about Moses’

" startling ‘encounter with an angel of ..

.. God within the burning bush: Young -
" minds relate marvelously to dccounts

such- as- this. You must sutcessfully
" vie with television and its’ fascinating -

" adventures, or TV’ fictional spectac-.
..~ ulars will Kold the minds ‘of your»
youths The mcredlble Bible stories -

are real! They can serve as spring-
- boards to expla.xpmg the awesomé.

gr‘w__ﬁ Jut,umﬁoihas in-store_for-all who .. readmgrskdls heé’ will ‘w.
= wnll love and obey Him.» - 1 "
"Describe how' the ‘angels protecta .-

God's: people from harm. Apparently'

.7 .dngels play a specnal role in watching
* over children: “Take heed that. ye

. despise’ not one of ﬂmse httlcr ones;
~for I say unta .you¥ That'in heaven. -

'the‘r angels do always behold the

fate of my Father which-is.in heav-

< en” (Matt. 18:10). -
God speeds His holy angels to a:d .

those. who worship Him. Impress
upon your child that nothing is more
powerful than God, and relate the
stories of Daniel, Shadrach, Me-

- 'shach and Abed-nego. Explain that

. the fourth individual in the blazing,
fiery’ furnace along with Shadrach, .

. Meshach and Abcd-nego was a

powerful angel of the living God!
The angel, more powerful than the
flames, shielded the threc men so
thoroughly that not a hair onh their
bodies was singed. The great world
ruler, Nebuchadnezzar, stobd aghast
and dumbfounded at this great attes-

‘tation of God’s unlimited power. He

excliimed, “‘Blessed be the God of,
Shadrach, Meshach, gnd’ Abed-nego,
who hath sent ‘his -angel, and deliv-
ered his servants that trusted in hnm
(Dan. 3:28).

The enemies of ng Danus~were

~thrown to hungry.lions. But even

strong, famished lions are no match
" for God’s angels. Daniel, God’s ser-
vant, had his faith tested when.he
was shut up in'a den of several such
starving lions. He trusted God to

- deliver hnm and God responded, |
- Next". morning, wheén Danusy
rushed to the dén to sce how Daniel

fared, *“‘he cried’ with a lamentable
voice unta Damcl
vant of thé: living God is thy. God,

"whom thou' servest continually, able ..

-to deliver thie¢ from the lions?

10 the king,

O king, live-for éver. My God hath

- hurt™ (Dari 6: 20-22) '
: Search the."Bible for éxmnlar ac-

réad to him or her. As he develops his-

these stories for himself.
“If you start with these. blbhcal sto~

3 rles -and progtess in time to deeper
. topics, your child will fill his

ind with

‘the very real advonturw of the Bible

and not gome mskc-behevc television'

. progrant.

here is-nd better way tro
b\uld ybur. '

lld's faxth in God

.O Dame} ser- -

When your children come to you

-with problems, discuss them. Tell.

them to-pray to God about them and
promlsc that your prayers will also be

going up along withaheirs for Him to

- grant them the r%lx';rcsults Fre- . .
join in your .

"private prayers to God. The knowl-

quently invite them

edge that-you pray often and are not

embarrassed to be discovered in¢

prayer helps remove inhibitions they g

" ‘might have about prayer. ,
* When results come, make them

aware. that the andwers to ‘their
prayérs have -arrived. This is the
strongest tapl to incredse faith that,
can come your Way, If the answers
come in unexpected ways, be alert to
this and clarify those answers. Help.
them 10 see Gogl answers all prayers,

* but sometitmes He answers in ways
- not 1mmcd|ately cvndcm v

Positive rewards of faith »
God has biessed His Church today «

_ with many children; What this des-

perately sick .and_chaotic world

- around us needs'is the 1ovmg. strong

and well-trained gcncranon of young

: poople that is. at thig moment. grow-
_ ing 'up under your tutelage. Their . .°
. wisdom-and foresight in the- decades .-
. to come; in the wondcrful world -
“temotrow, will lead the. emnre world
" back ta the worghxp of ns grea( and o

wanderful God. - .
Because you are today a memb¢r o

of God’s Church, engaged in an-
" novncing to the world the good news -
~of the coming of God’s Kingdom to .S
- put down Satan’s: evil devices, your -
- seit -his - ‘angel,” and” hath ﬁhut the :
- lions’ mouttis, that they Have nof hort.
‘mé:- forasmuch “as- before him infio- -
“cency.. wag found ' in me; 4nd also’
‘before:thee, O king, have I dcne no ‘

children. are very special to God. .A$ .

x Corinthigny’ 7 shows, your “thildrens.

dre ‘totally ‘unlike thair peers-in the.

*uncopverted world about them. They " |
. are set'apart-in 4 dnﬁerent category..

Thgy are not'cut off from God! If you *-

* stitwlate continded growth in. faith:
‘counts .that: will build a strong basxs,-‘ !
fmt fanh in-your. child.- Begin as soon

-as your s0n, or, daughter waits youto./: . Gad may, call

in ther ‘until they come to - phys:cal o
mental and emotional mmunlyﬁ then o

them'to His W :
“And what:a thnll it is to

40 :eadvv_wmmw_ thé
changed- attitude - begm to take -
. -place isyour childrén! You will know
-that ‘God. hag_gained these dcdybatcd N
.’ gervants to ﬁ%
. important' Work for this age. Thigjoy -
. will be’your reward for faith, and for
- g*job well done in the sight‘of Christ - -
S and ayr Fathr.r m heaven 'f':J : "

great- needs' in. His ~
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- By Clayton Steep ., ..

: Do you sometimes wonder zf you w111 be ab,le to
quallfy for God’s Kingdom? The testimony of a “great cloud .

-+ of witnesses” who did it through faith shows that. — no.
' matter what your problems —_ you can. too'
%o

“ fonly 1had faith like the people
mentloned in Hebrews 111"
would be one continuous serigs of dra-

* matic miracles Obstacles in my

-y as the walls of Jericho crumbled
and life would be pretty easy.”

+ Just_think — - immediate answers

to every prayer ‘Speedy déliverdnce -

- what Hebrcws 1 isall about?
UNES .

m Hebrews [ 1'had an easy. hf;i They
C * all had 1o overcome problems — bxg
,-"ptoblems. Yet they exercised quiet,

tested over long penods of time.”

Faith :that: claimed “promises that

ﬁll@d or, on the,other hand, some-
. times, not. fulfilled at all if this life.
A chcr}hele&s God affirmed. that
e -“theac all du:d nm{aith" (verse 3)."
- ‘l‘ogmhgr these ‘witnesses tesufy
a wn common Voice ‘that they have -
. ‘Iove e — and so can we

" Abel i xs the. ﬁr\st withess tq oﬁ‘er his
IR ers¢ 4). In*faitkf, he gave.
“kind of falth ‘we
- tested in the'area
Abel.is contrasted thh
Cain. The*way of Cain"-
- was the selfish way of getting

yfdwhen b}c are .
O e

Cam

”'.msooonews anm

some have thought. *‘Life

- Christian life wauld vanish as sudden: " .

--pgtient, “persévering’ faith. Faith -

| “ Faith proved by works. Faith puris
ﬁ,‘fJu:d in_the fires of trial and affliction.. * bur faith at times when we ‘are _ He tailed-on the project for up to 80

" were sometimes. miraculously fult

Th; wl’lnun} tutlly - ~ .

P .wanted to kcep for himself wh&t was .
- of gr¢atest va|ue and oﬂ'br God a few :

vegetables instead (Gcn 4:3). That .
way — human reasoning — does fot

“require any faith at.all.’

Abel lived the opposite way —
‘God’s way — the way of giving.-He
gave God the best he had (verse'd). It
requ:res faith to livethat way,

- But in spite of Abel's faith, God

allowed him to suffer-a brytal, un-
nmcly death (verse 8). The first man -
‘from’ every. problem. No need for < qf fgith was also the first murder |
patience. or. perseverance. lIs that ° victim. That God would perinit stich -
C .8 thing would be hard to accept if we
~. - did not know through. faith that “all . .

' thmgs work™ together “for' good to

- them-that love God, to them who are

the called accordmg lO his purpose
(Rm'n B: 28)

Tbo Iong to onduro? ‘
“Enoch is & remmder 0 us to retain

‘tempted to feel thats§Qy 20 or even 10...

years is too long 1n ¢nddre. Enoch ..

~ walked ‘wiih- God, for &t least- 300
years (Gen $:22). That's a long time.

What is more, the final resuit of .
Enoch s f4ith— the promise of eter- .

nal life — he never, received = yet!
“We are told that. Enoch ) sleased .

. God -That means he hqd faith, be-
cm;se' “withoyt.faith it is lmpossxblﬁ\

lo plcase him” (Heb. 11:6).: -
How much faith does one éwui to -
e God? “Hey

“ . w the, best e had -0 God, Thif' is.the . must believs that he.is jas Chnstmns
.we all. bave fhis much: faith], and "

: ‘that K¢ i is & rewardeyf of them thm
-_diligently seek him2" Al

" of faith whose test
. viewing believed” that God was ac-
- tively mterested and mml\’ed in thexr :

, hves

-

od 350 years, AR S
- 'Abrahap ¢ also had faith i whathe .  *: v

- At times circumstances do not al-
. fow same individuals to have, regular .
contact with other- Christians. This .
makes them feel “alone? and may -
. lead to discouragement. Listen to the
_witpess of Noah (Heb.' H: 7)

. Faith in lho invislmo

[}

In his day Noah was the’ oniy god-
Iyvperson on the face of the earth
(Gen.5:9-13). The Bible dossn't even
use the word rightéous in describing - -
his wife and sons. Noah was sur-
reunded’ by carnal, wicked pen;le". i
devoted to revelry and merrymakin

him g jot¥* -
" .Day after bniham cloydless’ day .
"he ventured ‘out of his house to con- -

. struct a “boat” on dry land. Yqu can
.imagine the ridicule-he had to bear.”

(Mnﬂ 24:37-38). BuLGod hnd i given. - ."-

_ years, at the same time preaching to' .
" the- mocking -growds ‘that “came_to. -
~-watch’ (11.Pet. 2:5). Everyone on -
‘earth must have known agd laughed
-about “poor old Noah.""

in ‘the invisible and endured. Even,
-1 after the food A was over, he continued
-to live a 'rig : us - life - for snothcr

pould not se€. Whetlier it-was pack- )
~ing-ip and heading toward ali.ua. =
* -known destination (Heb.: 11:8) or

-:obeymg God even if it would cost his
son’s lifg (verse 17), Abraham- acted
oon his faith. An dccompanying arti-.

i i-, cle dmcum hls story The faith of -

Thp only evxdence Noah‘ had of the' L
ﬂoud 1o come was God's promlsc. he - .
~wasn't .even told exsitly whemathe .. =
-waters would appéar! Noah believed ..




+

~

- lsaac, Jacob -and Joseph testifies to -
us begduse they believed in what they -
‘did not yet have. They died without .

raoh time after time th only bad
news to give him. Moses must have
wished that Jie could' be anywhere -

'denly collapsn.d into plles of brokcn ‘
‘brick and plumes of- dust... s

D6 you sometimes feét that God is

g

e

S secmg or. receiving. ‘what they hoped -
' for. Jiist 48 some of us may have to do'
. (verge: 20-22)

.-

Falth plus works :

“The faith of Moses’ parems (verse-.".'

71) is partncula?ly noteworthy _ in

_light of “recent "eyents in, God’s -

" Church. For three months Moses’

parents hid: the- ‘baby Moses — in-
. spite of orders by the-government o

the contrary. Some might have

nded baby Mosgs over to ihe.d

;ﬁ‘“ ought that they shou]d havi‘ .
a

thoritiés and just “trusted God.™ |
~+ They trusted God all: right"but: lhey
" also acted tokeep Mosey safe.

As an adult, Moses ‘in faith chose
ro please-God rather than pleds(. him-
sc;lf (verses 24-28). -

oot A NI

et T was 0o easy task for hish to have .

L
1N

“to appcar before the powcrful pha»

W, 4

“Joshua, Bad' 10 march ar

else, It wis'a lot harder than ﬂavmg
* to 121l one’s boss ar the.school princi-
- pal about  the Sabbath and Holy

. Days: But Moses “eiidured, as seeitig -

him who is invisibie” (verse 27): And -
the same- faith’ that parted the Red
Sed will work for us.- .

Those: people by whose faith lhc

pressive miracle oecurred only aftera,
“test lasting seven days. [ -
Each' day. the lsraelucs‘ lcd by

walls of the- cnfy What hey -were

. -doing just didn’t seem logical.:Each -

day when the Israclites had ﬁmshed
marchmg, the walls stood just”as

- slroag as ever-— untibthe Israelites .
iz, finished- delnﬁhrwﬁfcf God: They
Jthen” received the promise. With a
v rumble the’ fomﬂ\:d ramparls sud-'“

ot higating your prayers because you =

haven't \yet received what"you afe =~

A' -praying. for?°1f youarc'a child of God " .

there:ds no doubt that God hears your - .
prayers (Ps. 34: 15) And if He ears

©. your prayess, - ‘He answers: thdw (F..
" John 5:14-1%). But the aniswer may |
. - not always be “Yes." Often it may be-
walls of Jericho fell'give' their tésti-
. mony next (Heb. 11:30). This ‘im--

“Not yet" God may havc somethiig.-
r you to learn first: “For ye have

‘need of-patience, that, after he hayes
‘done the will of ‘God,: ye might re-
‘ceive the promise p(Heb 10

ind the

TTYTamfﬁcr I?amxly Wwoult
penshed with the rest of Jericho's-

mhabnanm(ch 11313, butin'spite "

* of her. questionable backgmund and + "
“the littlé she. knew about lsrgelb s
- God, she had.enough-faith’ 10 recog- -

nize Him as the true God’ (Joah
2:11). She bchcved the Israelite spies

whcn thcy mslructed her' to hd(\g a

The GOOD NEWS Apnl 1880




- ‘rope in her- wmdow (verses 18~2k),
and as..a -result, her. house,. ‘which -
““formed part of thé wall. around Jena

A sho, did fot fall.

i

*

The sum ot the maiter ‘.

“In Hebrews 11:32) the dpos
Paul begms to sum up the matte

ists various mdwnduals who thrl ugh -

fanh ‘performed: great deeds, won'vic:
. torigs and- whoight miracles. We.ali
know faith can accomplish dramatlc
Jewlts such'as these. :

~‘Notice, however, in verses 3510

.38, that faith has another dspect.

the \"cloud of witnesses” ly, andlet " usF

suffered.-In- Fiith! They were tested.
They were. afflicted. They: had: trials

- from ‘which. they. were not -delivered

“in this life. Many were struck dowi
“with painfil, horrible "deaths, But
fa}th in God and_His promises gave
them the strcnglh to ‘endute 1o°the

” end. They. came through. wnh ﬁymg‘

ceiors So can you! *.
The GOOD NEWS Apnl 19&0

.

Cat the finish-line.-On- th&stdelmemsw- -
. -down. And. .you run —-,‘mlghllly Thl\

.+ the race that isfset béfof¢ us, lodking

.
1) Rbel, the first fadhtul human, was mufde_fed
.in &old blood by, his semsh bvother caxn
* 2) lsaac meels Rebekah B
73] Sold intb “‘Egypl by s broihers Joseph
bécame one. ol the world's greatest tulers
4) Moses chose o please God rather than .
“hiisell ang deiwered His messages to ’
Phaveoh

ll § as lhough you' are in d*u:al
lrack .meet. Jesus is- wamng fot” you

crowid: of cheerisig spectators, They.

have all run — and won — the race. -

They are there.. to . urge you on to
- yictory. You fix.-your €yes On Jesus.
*. ¥ou -throw - aside. everything that
-could"in any possnblr‘kway slow you.

ton as though'd had-been a kid -
-6 Evtl Hing Seul‘made numerous attemms lé
uestroy David. @ man afler God's. own heaR
nuwmmbya Do - “; .‘_! .

is ong race you: mus) nof foser .
“Therefote, sincé we are sur-
rounded by’s8 grcal a cloud of wit-.
jesses, let us also ‘lay gside every
wcxght ‘and sin whick clings so close-..

~with-perseveran

* Renftnd yourself that even when God
must.ghasten and correct yom isto
‘train you so that you can. win¥ven
'*bigger"prize'mrsejs iy,
“Therefore Nft your_ droopmg
hands . and - strengthen -your weak
-kiees” (verse 12, RSV). The others
. did it.. You can, tod! Bear down and
ﬁmsh the race of faith.
“And® then, amidst shouts of
_triumph, go over and tak€ your place -
amqng the “greal cloud of wit-

.o Jesus the pjbnetr.and perfecter of
faith”. C A2, \Rewscd

. When You begin fo. ure of rp:‘xmng,
~think - -aghin. abou; what Jesus.en-
“dured (v¥fse 3). Think about Abel -
-and [Enochi. Remember Noah and
‘Moses and au the olhcr p:lgnms who -

in fﬂl!h have gonc this way bcforc .

5 ) Samson, ﬁnpawe?ed Dy-God B Sud, renl a8,

A




- Abraha

By At Ferdig

m and

4 he lives of this remarkable
' man and woman began 352

years after the flood — about

251 years after the nations were scat-
tered from Babel. .

Abrahand (originally known as

Abram) was the son-of Terah. He

~ was born in the city of Ur, in Chaldea

(c. 2017 B.C.), the ninth generation of
Shem. son of Noah. Abram's birth

skilled scientist.

studying and teaching and earncd
himsclf a reputation fof being a just
and righteous man, as well as a

Called of God

4 " After Terah's death, God .'spokc

. occurred only two years affer Noah's .
" death. ‘ . .

- Qut of idolatry

As was commen in Chaldea, Terah

- ind his family were stéeped in idola-

" of human imagination — adoratioh -

try. Wotship of the oge
been obscured by a religion spawned

of dumb idols, service to thé sun,

true God had *_

moon and stars, immoral fertility .

rites and other - heathén practices,

. which wer continued this side of the -

~ grandso

"flood by 1jfe family-of Cush, Noah's
The religious and political

headquarters of the day was Babylon

. (foynded by Nimrod), @ hotbed of

cortuption and immorality.:

O But. tradition implies that Abrain.

. wat a well-educated, man, who had

BN

g

spiritual thingsr-This prompted him—
-t réason “against -other Chaldean: ..

" .wise men that there-must be anly ane.

: N

f
A

Lo Abram, his wife Sarai (a half-sister), "
N . his orphan nephew Lot and their ser—

3

" Terah finally had Yhe,

true God — a -Creator -of all life:
Bk: 1;Ch:VH). The .
.more he expoundked his rational argu-:

'(Josephus, Ant..;
‘ments, the more angry his.opponents
ened his'lifer .
move ‘out of Ur and /head south
toward Canaazt? (Gen. 11:31):

vants 100k all they  owned- and left

became, until. they actually threat-

ood‘séhsc_tt; '

-

directly to Abram — without doubt a
memorable and frightening occasion.
But it began a relationship — and a
friendship — that was 10 last until
Abram died.  ~ LT
God asked Abram to leave Haran .
and his relatives and go to a land
farther south. He promised to make
Abram a great nation, through which
all the families of the earth would be’

" blessed (speaking. prophetically of
*the birth of Christ through the linie of

Abraham). :

So, at the age of 75, without giving
God any.arguments or €xcuses,
Abram moved again (Gen. 12:4). He

.took Sarai; Lot, several hundred ser-
vants and al his possessions and left..
for Canaan. This was aneven greaer

_procession than before. o
" In Canaan, God not only,spoke to -
‘Abram, but actually appeared_ to-
; “hirh, promising that someday his de- .
“great _un,de‘rstanding'an}il_insight.inio. - scendagts, would. own the very land

altar there and worshiped.

They set. up camp "at & agarby
“‘mountain and built another “altar..®
But because of a famine in the area,
“they -were ‘unable tor buy sufficient” -

food for their household and servants -

--and decided ¥o go farther south to
. Egypt (Gen. 12:10); ~ - "~ o . ;

A “little’ white e -

Abram and his. 1roop eviden‘_ﬂy .

<

any king's ‘harem. (Evenjloday':ir'a )
. parts of the Arab world it is consid-

ered cspecially good luck to see or
touch a blonde woman.}

. Pharaoh’s princes were so over-.
whelmed by Sarai’s beauty and man- .

ner that they recommended he take

her for a wife. Anticipating such a

problem, ‘Abram and - Sarai agreed

they should, claim she was his sister’ .
and not his wife, for they feared that
Sarai would be taken away by force

and Abram killed.

- When the pharach saw Sarai, be-

ing'told she was Abram’s sister (she’,

'~ really was his.half-sister), he wanted

“her immediately. He gave Abram'a.
small fortune in gifts — sheep, oxen,

. asses, camels, men and .women ser-

“vants — and took
house. At 66, she must have been a

$ara'i into -his

well-preserved beauty.

__ But while Sarai was being bre- -
-pared for her evening with the pha- -

_raoch, God struck him with: sickness

” where he now stood. Abram built an .

.~ ‘At that, the pharaoh called Abra
..and rebuked him for- fiot teiling the &
truth: He then gave Sarai back and | . °
. sent’ them away, embdwvassed and
;ggrvkpr.bed over the incident. 'He:evi- * - L

ently didn't fecall his-gifts, hiowever, =~ S
for Abram went. back to Canaan

and told him nét tolay a hand on her,
for she was Abram’s wife.” *

" ticher-than before (Geri. 13:1-2)..

- Josephus.says he instructed Egyptian,

* - with Terab for a city calted"Haran. -
They must have made a sizable car-. .
avan, becausg they were evidently a -
wealthy fdmily with many servants

»
' »

)

. _acécording to Josephus, continued his
e e o :1

(Gen. 14:14).. - -
. They. reestabljshed themselves in

_scholars in sciénce and actually in-

.

troduced them to arithmetic. The -

Bible, however, records & less favor-

able incident:— Abram’s and Sarai’s

cgleulated deception of the pharaoh. .
1t scoms thgt Sarai was a striking-

- 1y ° beautiful woman. She probably

. Haran, and lived there until Terah.
- died -at the age¢ of 205. Abram,

-

U
O L

‘ad lighter ¢kin than the women of

Egypt; a lovély complexion and was .
~ possibly even a blonde — a prize for

et
e

 slavés (Gen.

‘4

. ”'In'fact, Abram and Lot both had

so many flocks now that their herds: .~ |
‘then were arguing over ‘pasture. - -

Abram suggested they*split up and
.gave Lot his choicg of -territory. ‘He

chose the plain.of-Jordan, and '
Abram temained -ip Caraan. But -
‘Gol 4gain told him that eventually
lived in Egypf for several months. " he would, possess all the land in the -
" “grea, even the part Lot had taken, . ]

.Rqsculnﬁl;ot.} oo

‘A remarkable-chapter it Abram’s *
life l’o:\dwed.- Sodom and ‘Gomorrah
were beaten in battle by an alliance * |
of four "Assyrian kings. Lot heiped
~ fight against them, but. he and his

“househald were captured, to be taken - .
pssions into Assyria as - |

with their
412 © -
5 ;

v
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When Abram heard the bad news,
he armed 318 of his male servants,
pursued gnd defeated the kings and
rescued Lot and all others who were
captive. .He also recovered all the

+stolen possessions of Sodom and Go-
morrah. .

Upon Abram’s return, one called
Melrhtze;fek king of Salem (or
. Peace), met him and provided a meal
of bread and wine. This Melchize-
dek, also called “priest of the most
high God,” blessed Abram and the
.most high God (God the Father) and .

L

" then received of Abram a 10th of all

C

' /-a«ﬁd refluested a fair share to be ngen s
- :ﬂhcs who has Jmned hmr in -

T Godp omlsn a m;lq hnlr

" Abram in-3 visien afd promised him .

*- . animals for a butnt. offering, but to

‘the booty hé had recovered from the.-
battle: Melchizedek was undoubtedly °
a human manifestation of the very
person and priestly office of the Son
of God, the One who later became
Jesys Christ (Ps. 110:4, Heb. 7:21).
Mejchizedek had no recorded gene-
alogy (Heb. 7:3), for He wasa member
of the Godhead. Thesame God (Yah-
~ wehto the Hebrews) who was present
at creation, who.appeared to him in
Canaan, now revealed to Abram His
royal priesthood (prophetic of the r&s-'
-urrected Christ).. . )
_ After paying the. tithe to Melchiz- .
edek and. restoring Lot's possessions, -

h

Abram réturned the remainder-of the
spoils -to the. king of Sodom.- He .-
refused to take anything for himself,
though ‘it was lawful for his to keep-* -
-it ail. He asked only 1o recéive “what o

- the_young men had already eaten,”

-~ to th

One. aftcrnoon God’ came to

" @son of his own, for Sarai-was barren
" 3nd. Abram had no_children. This .

“was good news. Abrany was actually

beginning to think the steward of his

_ household, Eliezer of Damascus,
might end up being his only JFightful
heir, as Eliczer was the first male

Bui-God told Abram the hcxr-

- would- be his own “child. And. #gain, :

" He promised him’ dmendants with- .
. out number, as well as possession of ' .
all the surrounding lagd. . »- o

: -Abram beheved ‘God, but asked
" Him _for a sign.’ God obliged. He '
instructed Abrim tG prepare ‘several .
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place their carcasses on the ground
without fire.

Abram did as he was told, guard. -
ing the flesh from scavenger birds

until sundown. Suddenly he fell into
a dcep sieep, and God showed him in
vision what would happen‘to his
descendants during a 400-year peri-
od following his death (a r:rophecy

. that inclided Israel’s slavery in
Egypt and future conquest of the-

“promised land™). But God told
Abram he would live to a ripe old a}e
and die in peace (Gen: 15:13-15).

After the sun had completely set
and it was dark, Abram watched,

- child born in-his house, ;. B

What an oppor!:umty he
-»  Next, God changed Sarai’s name -
" to-Sarah (meanipg a princess), for
He said: “I will bless her, and give -

[Abraﬁam] had, gettmg'
. to-know God as

a fncnd, and companion,

face to face. 7
.~ We might have a
- tendency to envy that

. relatlonshnp, but would we

_have dlsplayed the -
".same humility as well

-as the attendant character
‘{o'withstand the j :

samc trxals and tests"

and fire -— a sign ‘of His promise.’
"Abram, of course, later recounted

" all this to Sara®— the promise of a

legakheir, their famlly -growing into.a

nation of people- ang land from ‘the
: ‘Nile to the Euphrhtes! Sarai was’

happy about everything except that

~-she was bayfen. How could she, now’

about 76 years. oﬁl havc 8 son?

God appoaro ngaln

: Sarai was convmced ‘and pcr—
suadfed Abram that God must intend
their heir be born of a concubine. She

* selected her handmaid, »Hagar, and -

gave her to ‘Abram for :ﬁwﬂ‘e (a wife
of less rank™ than herself). Hagar
give bmh. 16" Ishmael, and they

: ~mpp0sed Bc wis the. helr God had‘j?

wnde-eyed as. God consumed the anpi- -
- mal flesh with.a miracle of s;nokb

promised. But this was not so.
When, Abraham was 99 years old
(Ishmael was now. 13), God appeared”
to-Rim again and repeated His prom- -
ises of an heir, many descendants,
“land #nd blessings — but on the con-
ditih that Abram wholcheartedly
serve God (Gen. 17:3-2). Abram lay
prostrate oh the ground, his face to
the earth, as'God spoke. :
.God explained that Abram’s name
» would now be’ changed to Abraham
(meaning father” of a multitude),
" because he would bé-a father of many -

nations. He also dsked thiat Abraham -

now show God a sign of good faith:

that he ‘and all the males of his "
houscehold, including servants, be cir- -

cumcised. This was donc the very
same day.

- thee-a.son of -her . .. she shall be a
~mother of nations.”

- This struck Abraham as tcmbly

’ funny — that'they should havea son .

in their old age. He was nearly 100 - .

and Sarah was 90. He dsked God to

let Ishmael be their heu- instead e

(vcm 17-18).

But God replicd that Sarah would,

indéed, give birth to a son, and he

would be called 7Isaac (meaning - .
becnuse Abraham . .

laughier),
“lsughed.

-Tbrn special qunu

“ A shart whilé later, God; aceom—":
panied by two angels, Visited Abra- - -

. ham again ‘- this tidre at his own .

“tent (Gen. 18:1-2). They appeared-in - o

. buman form, had their feet washed < -

byasemntandwereqewéﬂadch' L

_cious lunch of veal, biscuits'’ butter

‘and milk. It was too'warm in the tent, .

50 they ate outdoors undepia. shade

tree. There God again told Abrqhnm
_that- Sarah aould have a son. And-.
. even though she had’ passed the.nge
of child bearing, He would. restore -
= h?fﬁpr&lucdve processes for the
_purpose of giving them.an heir. 7
Sarah, curious'about- the conversa-

e

tion, was cavesdropping ‘while Abra- * ~

‘ham- and his. guests were eating.
gHearmg- what.was said, she began
“.laughing quietly to hérself. ‘God -

o knew ghic 'was laughing and asked

‘Abraham why Sarah thought_ this

was 80 funny. “Whﬁefore dzd Sarah

v e

B e, — ——
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laugh . is.anything too hard for the
Sarah, both embarrassed and.
frightcned at being -caught, denied
that she laughed, for which she was
oo ! gently rebuked. -
- ‘ : ' As their guests prepared to leave,
1 y . Abraham walked with them a short
~ way. And God, knewing Abraham’s
" concern for Lot, decided to tell him~
of the lmpendmg destruction of Sod-
om and Gomorrah. Abraham impor-
wned God, in an ‘interesting display
-=of salesmanshxp to spare the righ-
- teous. God agreed. But only Lot, his
wife and two daughters were counted |
. righteous. When they were therally
- forced out of the cny to-safety, Lot’s

obeying God) and was changed | into a
-« " pillar of salt. Josephus writes that he
actually saw the plﬂar in his day, the
. first ccntury, ‘A.D. (Am Bk 1,
- ACh Xl)

B
e T

Tbo honor. of Ablmoloch

Noodmg bcttcr ‘pasture for- their’
flocks, Abraham and -Sarah jofr-
.. - néyed south into the country ruied by
"King Abimelech: But~while ‘there,
Sarah’s beauty: and fair complexion
once again became g topic of consid-
_erable conversation, even. though she

" wae now 90 years old!- '
‘She so impressed Ablmclqgh that
~ he took her into his harem, far Abra--
.,,harr aQ(L Sarah,' showing a lack of
faith i God; told Abimeleth she was
.' Abrahams sister and not"his wife, -

would. be ‘killed. ‘And the scheme

peared to Abimeleth in a drearm ‘and
warned him that Sarah was Abra-.

. = ~ o« " women in the-king’s housPwith ste-
B B3 ST - rility that same night. God then told

- Abimelech 10 seturfi:Sarah to Abia- -

" ham and ask Abraham to pay -for
-, himself and his houséhold, and. God
. .+ ++ would-forgive him — otherw:sc he

s SR o was~as good as dead. - .
' T _ " Abimélech. called Abraham eatly

B . in. the morning and rebuked him for
+- his deception, getting only fecble ex-

. _ * humbled Abraham by giving him.

Lord?” (verses 13-14). - -

wife looked- back.in: remorse (dts- .

This was the second  time they had :
- told this half-truth for fegr Abraham

‘didn t work any better this time . .

» . : But God didn’t allow - the king to -
"+ .- defile Sarah — or himself.. God ap-

ham's wife. He also struck all the .

_cuses".in response. Then he. further

- gifisof friendship: He then turned to -

Sarah, tcllmg her_that he paid her
“brother” 1,000 pieces ‘of silver to
take her back, and that she should
keep 2 veil over her eyes from now on

" as one’ bclgothed (or mamed)w

Abraham.
Then Abraham. humbly prayed

that God would heal the malady He

had placed on Abimelech's house-
hold, and the curse was removed.

The heir.is born v

Just as éod foretold, Sargh con-'
ceived by Abtaham and gave birth to
a son, whom they named Isaac. The

‘baby was. circumcised on the clghth\ :

. day, according to God’s command
a.token of the covenant bctween éod
and Abraham. . -

© Sarah, at the age of a gra\gdmoth\
- er, now laughed out of happiness and
pndc She was barrer. no longer.

-After Isaac was weaned at about
2% years. Ishpael was caught mock- -

" ing the new heir, apparently jealous

of suddenly finding himseif ip second
placé. This caused his and Hagar’s

his, own kindred, and thgt
'st.ndmg, his servant to Meso} umua-' .
to ‘the fainily of Nahor, Abraham’s
brother. There he felt, by God’s di-.

. tress: of the houschold
" Abraham’s old age

“sun — guaranteed!’

-began the: task of ﬁndmg a wxfe for
-his son.

" immediate removal from Abraham’s. -

household (Gen. 21 9-10). .

Ahraham t.stld by ‘God
‘Nearly 30 years Jater, Abralﬁam'

‘was; subjecteq to his most sevePe test
- ‘of character. He was commanded by -
God to sacrifice. Isaac, now a young
man, as 'a.- burnt‘offcnng at Mt..

" Morial?! .

- and - mental agony Abrabam. must
have suffered. Yet his deep respect

“_for God and his promise of obedience .

weighed grcater than the love for his
-own son:.He. chdnl argue. or :tey 1o
- talk God:into’ changing His mind.

He 1ook, Isaac and sufficient wood
*for the burnt. offering and went up-

6

.ty he had, g

to Abraham and his heirs now be-
came unconditional. They were as
sure as the rising’ and setting of ‘the

A wife for lsasc - ' '

»

A few years after thxs traumanc '

test of - fafth, Sarah died.” having
passed her 127th birthday. Absaham
buried her in-a_cave al Mechpelah,

which he had purchascd for a family . '

burial place (Gen. 23:1-4). Then he

He wantc8 1saac to marry one of,
.meant

rection, he ‘would find _a suitable

mite. The servant did as he was told- "
~ and returned with Rebekah, She bo- .
. came lsaac’s wife, replacing Sarah

(riow dead about three years) as mis-

»

- With his son’s marriage taken carc
of — a_ burden.that had weighed

. “heavily on his mind — Abraham; at,
the young age of 140, décided to find "
.a wife for*himself also. He chose 2

woman named Kegurah By her he

had six additional sons. And because” |
they, like Ishinael, were not heirs of
~ the covenant; he gave them each a
portion of his wealth and, sent them. .~
itsT hard to ‘imagine-the- Bufpnse ————— ;Into the eist country,. away fmm, __‘

Isaac, .
Abmham died’ at age 175 (.
1842 p.c.) after a‘remarkable 100

years of literally ‘walking and 1alk-
iing -with God. What an opportuni-

a friend an

Sthng to know God as |
compamon. fage to -

~~face. We might’ have at¢ndency to - ]

he mountain as directed. Thefe he -

“built an altat, prcpared the wood and
- tied Isaac. After placing his son on_
"the wapd, Abraham took his knife —

~detgrmined to obey -God -~ -gnd-—
awould_have completed the sacrifice

"had not God-called to him’ from heav--
en to spare young Isaac’s life.

. God told him, instead, to sacrifice
“ thie ram -whosc horns were tangled in’

a. nearby thicket, which Abmham.
.and Isaac willingly did, rcjoxcxng 6e-
fore:God (Gen."22:12-13). - :

r. God was now surc of ‘Ab ln.
fmthfulnas H:.s promueof mss-

. ‘we have displayed the same- humil-
“ity -as. well-as-the” attendant char®
acter to withstand the same trials, .

o

“envy that relationship, bul ‘would. "

meoomzws Agri mo

and tests?

-Abraham, -after llvmg long .
€éndugh to see his two grandsons,.
Esau and ‘Jacob; reach the age of -
15 Years.: died and was buried by ~
. Isaac and Ishmael beside Sarab at
Mechpelah {Gen. 25:7-9). He can’
‘truly be called the father of th.
faithful: Through him came lIsaac,. -
Jacobh (called Isradl) and. Chnsl. o

thc Savxor of the. world -0
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o_t By Falth

Many people are relying on a dead fazt}z : o o
. and don’t know it! Is your faith, dead — ofno . . AR
p worzh w}uusoever? Here's how 1o ﬁnd out- . ..

. °

- By ‘.‘e,roy Neft

.. 4"\ ne carly Protestant theolo-
. gian taught, “The just shall
- iuc by faith glonz." Because

- of this widespread. bau:f many
(ﬁeop!c have falsely conclyded they all.
. Christians_must do is. have faith or
belief i’ God — arid that faith alone
wlli savc them. -
“Just boiioving" L e
- This approach lo Chnsua«m&y of .

“just believing,” mthoul any action,

- has influenced malry to live right.on
in their sins, without any feal change

- in: their Tives. They have™ wrongly

Y

(honghl that livin {g a Christian life is
“just as easy as alhng ‘off a lqg or
that even “fools™ can .receive the
reward of the saved, without chang-
ing their ways — if they just believe

in Christ. -

.+ Just believing in or having faith in

Christ.is not enough. There are two

opposite kinds of faith — living faith,
. and dead faith: Satan aud his de-

"mons also believe in Christ. ,Thc_

. know Christ fs real, but that faith of
belief wijl never save ‘them!" “Yo
believe tKai\there is one God. G?j '
.. Even the demons believe that -~ and
shudder” (Jas.- 2:19, ‘New lnu:fna—
tional Vession).

The Protestant leader added one )
~ word to the Bible text, “The just shall
live by faith” (Rom. 1:17,Gal. 311,
Heb. 10:38:as quoted from Hab. 2:4).
Heingerted the word alone'at the end
" of this clause, entirely changmg the
God-inspired d meaning. .
The Chsistian must have fm(h —
“faith that is the gift of God, not
tomethmg you- work up yoursel!

. (Eph. 2:8) — but he must have more.

o llnn faith-alone. He must show that

| The GOOD NEWS . Apri 1960

- be has faith by what he does. “So

. faith by itself, if it has no works, is .

"-dead. But some one will say, “You .

3, have faith and | have works.” Show -
. rme your faith apart from your works,

.. from James.«

and | by my works will show you my
faith™ (Jas 21718, Revmed Stan-
dard Verswn)

* It is no wonder lhai “because of
such clear contradictions ‘of the
famed theoldgian's theory, he-would

brand James' letter “an epistle of -
“straw.” James does not agree with-

this 'man’s “‘theory of straw” — the

'm:staken idea asserting ‘that faith

" alone is. all that God expects of His
servants. |

James closes his comments on this
subject by stating, “So faith without
works is dead also” (verse 26).

‘How are we justified?

nMry,- and that is. to have the

~ *blood” (sacrifice of Christ) also.

Sea person is not Jusuﬁed by faith - -

alone, any more than he is justified
by works alone or by }he blood of
, Christ alone. Hc is jusuﬁed by all -

* three.

Here is how the threc fit togcther
A person whom Gad is-calling mq,st
have faith in God, and ask for for-
giveness of his past sins — that
Christ’s faith wig be in him, Thenfhe/

- must show his works by’ repenting -

Some-of Paul’s wrilings appear to
‘conflict with the statements of -

Jaines. James, said Abraham was

T “justified by works” (Jas. 2; 21). Paul

says-that we are “justified by faith™
(Rom. §:1). Does Paul dmgree with
‘James? The-same Paul, in the same
chapter, tells ys that we aré “justified .

and being baptized. Then God will
apply the sacrifice of Jesus Christ |
(Chnist’s blood) to atone for or cover .. .
his sins. That is how a personm is justi-
fied — made jus — or forg:ven of
past sins, - . .

No n“d for works? L

Is this all that is required of\
Christian? No! Justification is- just ;
“the beginning, He must conitinue in -
* faith, hec must continue in good

_by His blood" ¢verse 9). Why these = works mdhemunmunug mhure
three. apparent contradictions — or

aré they really mnuad;cuons after
‘all? -

.There is one rule of Bible study
" that should h%p clear this up.\Re-
member the rule is that you add
instead of subtract when pumn'g the

. scriptures together. One scripture .

does not contradici another; rather, it
. adds to or further clarifies what the
other scripiure says. This will be evi-
. dent.when we read another sutemcm

“Yousee that a man is Ju:uﬁed by
“works and aot by faith alone” (Jas.
2:24, RSV). ‘This should make it
-¢lear ‘that the Christian must have
works and faith (and this verse dia-
metrically opposes the Protestant
_thealogian's misguided assumption).
Putting. this together with Romans

. tellsus by His Word te do a particu-

his sins covered. "
One who beligves in fnth alom,

without having good works, has & .

dead faith — not a living, sgv
faith. We show by our g
that we have livid§ fanhoWhan God

. lar thing to. refrain from doing a
particular thing, we show that we -
- believe Him of do nol.bchcvc Hlm by
Oﬂf actions. :

1y.is obvious fmm many, senpmrw

< works.

Jesus said, ¢ “Let your lxyn sashine .,

m that thcy may -see your

good works &nd give glosy to. your
Father who is in heaven” (Man,
-$:16, RSV). This positive statement -
- shows clearly that He expecis His
disciples to have good works that can

$:9, it should be clear that a third . beseen by the world — by the uncon-

: msredxcnt for ;uwﬁcauon - Alsa vetted paopic Such \wrxks are 208

v

__that a Qmumm goodfw‘-_ S
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.~ - gives is'that of Abraham when he
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" just nice thoughts or feelings that a
.+ person may .| have m his h&n oé
- mind.. .- .
~ Actually, everyone, mcludmg un-
~ converted people, have works of ohe

L .- Kind of another. A profitable servant _

~ ‘of Christ will have good works that
will endure the test of fire (I Cor.

converted person,. produces- the

“works of the flesh” as Paul makes

- clear in Galatians 5:19-21, where he
" lists* 17 bad “works™ of sin.

Some professing Christians, even
‘moinisters, deny the Christ they.claim’
“to worship by their works. Notice
Titus .1:16, “T’hey profess that they "
know God; but in works they deny

 him, being abommab!e. “and disobe-
- diénty: and umo~every good “work -
- reprobate.”

- 1n-other wérds they “belxevc on

Chnsl {that is, that He exists) but
'they do not believe Christ (that is,

. what .He saps, teaches or com~

L mands).

Titus revals ‘the nature of tbaé '

ev:l works. in verses 10-15: they in- -
" clude deception, false teaching, lymg
-+ and teaching fables and command-_
.. inents.of men. The fanhfulCllmuan,
- on the other hand, should be just the

good works” {Tit. 2: 14).
N Juﬂ what are good 'weﬂw?

- Chyistian shoufd have? James- gw:s S e

three ¢xamples. Let’s examing
. briefly so that we might better under-
" stand what James was talking
wben he-spoke of works -with' I’alth
“The Tirst 'example coficerns a
Chnshan who sees one of his breth.
“ren without proper food or cimhms
““Suppose a brother or sister is with-
“out clothes and daily food. 1f one of -
. yousays to him, Gp, I wish yoi well;
. -kecp warm and well fed,! but does
. nothing about his -physical - needs,

- ONIVy .

T Ifwe have our needs supphed and
then refuse to . share them with a
brother or sister .who_is. lacking in
even the minimum necéssities of life, »-
we do not have the right kind of
‘works to go with our fajth. We '

. .. . have dead faith. ;

. " The second -example tha( Ja

SN

opposite; he should be “Zealous of v

“about .

oﬂ'cred lsaac (verses 21-23). There )
are sevéral other instances In the life

of Abraham that show this same

- trait, but -this particular trial was

indoubtedly the most “difficult of
Abraham’s life. No matter what God
asked . Abraham to do, he did it

. Thete is no record of disagreement
"0 X13-15). An evil person, or an un- -

— no argument, no back talk. He

~ obeyed all of God’s commandments
_-and laws (Gen. 26:5). - '

It is rare today for cven -some

members of God’s Church to do just
~ what God asks them tc¢ do in His
Word without a little. ‘buckmg v

eomplammg arguing or backbiting..
ln arrymg out God’s \york in-this

‘One who believes in "
™ faith alone, wnthom
having gpod works, has

a dead faith — -

not a living, saving faith.
- We show by -
- o.ur good works that
© we have living faith.
- When God tells -
us by His Word
“todaa partxcular
thing ... we. show
that “WE bcheve Him, ...

tirpe; . wc are -somelimes - asked by

“Church leaders ‘te perform some

- task, but we drag ouf fector bringup

“all kinds of reasons why we shouldn’t -
0. it or 'why someone eclsé should do
. jt._Abraham was ngt. that way. He -

~ just simply and’ quickly did -what '

he was asked to do. In plain
words, Abraham obeyed God. That

« showed that be had lwmg. not d?d
‘ ""‘wkirgis(ij Ir‘lt"“ﬁ?:f “ZVIS:W*;'- Fﬁsm )\‘ﬁ'ﬁ!ﬁm 5 example, ﬂWﬁ‘

* should be evident that obedience to
God and His. laws and His instrie-

" tions are “works” lm must: aepom

‘pany faith.

- The third- eiampte Jam gives

: rehla to Rahab and her macmng
and protecting the Liraelite ‘spies

when lsrael was about to cross thcg

Jordan River into Canaan.

“Andmt:wmwsywuwtm o

. . A_:,
L 2

. servant Joshua had sent on an impor-

" respect and offered whatever protec:
. tion she could. Then she. gave them

.and her: family were saved from
~physical death and were able. to re-

“and my reward is with me, to give

* shall be” (Rev. 22:12).

 sure that our works are good. Faith,

Rahab the harlot jastified by works
-when she received the messengers
and sent:them’ out anothe: way?”
(Jas. 2:25, RSV) "

Notice the points Jam& mentions.
. She l) received the messengers and
2) sent them out another way-James
" does not mention Rahab's sinful past,
-nor the fact that-she told a lie, which
violated God's law. She surely re- -
‘pented of those deeds, and they were
not he'd*lgamsi her. James.empha- -
sizes ‘the pasitive acts that she per- - -
formed for God's servants of that = .
day\even at the penl of her,own
- life. -
She guarded ﬂlc mﬁscngcrs God’

‘tant mission. Ske received them with -

instructions on_how they could best -
-avoid the enemy and - posuble dealh ’
on their return home. :
Thnsxsan example of a pcmon who R
mpu:ted God's reprwcntanvw when
they were’ o a physical - mission:
- Today-the servants sent from, God .
have a much mare. lmponam spiri-
" tualmission. ~ - .
As a result of Rahab‘s“works she”

:ceive the promise to Israel of physical - -
“inheritance -in the- land ‘of Canaan.. -

Thu is an ancient !ypc of real salva- o
“tion and ‘inheritance-in-God’s King- -

hmeIUHS *"""’""’» *donrnxmh vfmmiﬁnh"' R

and wnrks

wo nevd’ ma falth: §
"These three examp!ﬁ should en-

.lighten us gs to the kind of works we .|
* should hive along ‘with faith. Works _

give’ our faith tife. : :

We are saved by the life of Chnsl
{Rom. 5: 10) — hot by our works —
Eiq‘&are given saivation as a free gift
frol God ‘But we are rewarded, or

give psmcular responsibility in
, Eccording to our-

© works. “And, behold leomeqmckly:
every man according: as his' work

~ Everyone has ¢jther good or bad
works. ‘As Christians we need to be. °

along with good works, is a . living.
rmh,anﬁthgmmckmdorrmtbw
&HM ﬁ .
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o } (P . o and used me irvan ¥usua) manner; I . The test icd me nto the advertis - R —_—
U ‘The HlStOI'Y . J deem it proper 1o ouidge hete es,gea-' . ing- professjon, From infancy | had. ! oo
N - T tia) facts. - ..~ been braught 8p in the First }ncnds
e {Continued from page 3; ; 1 did hot know itasa }om;g man, . Church of .Des Moines. But § kad
.. 1 was being observed: mstead of the late teens, 28s anguinto my-30s, but, neveg come 10 have any spesiai reli-
' Passover. - . God was guidmg mg life from birth. . gious interest. | had absorbed certain -

. However, a dmzpie of the apostie Some of the lhmgs I shall record religlous idess of taken for granted . - |
o Jobn, Pohcsrp was contending with here have béen published eit her in  beéiiefs tasght me, but § hsdmwm-o ———_
¢+ Rcman bishops for the truth, and the durobiography or in articles in.  Ing interestin religion. A 18, - )
' iater an extremeiy ‘heated- contrp- ~ “The Plain Trith and Good News —.- faurching into a business urecr‘ 1
versy over these questions by Polyc-— . but’ much has not been previously dropped out of church attendance.

: ; of Tates opposing Roman bishops.. published. .- In business, T aiways chose the job BETR I
5*.\'\; ' Lo Soon the “Trinity” docirine was { was born July 31, 1892, in Dcs where [ would learn the mos, as well o
! S equa"s violens, and in aD. 325 the - Moines, lowa, of. respected and -as throw me into contadt’ with g
; 1" Emperor-Constantine of Rome called  upright parents of Quaker ancestry. msfu! men. T .
| R the Nicenc Council and settled the My ancestors had emigrated from ; 1 wofked hird, I spudied dshgcmm L
L, 1 controversics . in favor of Sunday,  England to Pennsylvania with Wil- ~ burnmg “the . midnight wil" as the .
7.t - .. Easter and thie “Trinity.” " liam Penn, a hundred years before _saying went, instead of seeking plea- o e
] s " About the middle of the 12thcen-  the United States became a nation. |~ sure and entertainment of evenings, ', . — . ..
o g R ., tury, a’businessman, Peter WaMs, of  have since ledened of a Toundation ) By age 23 | hdd become @ publish-

.~ Lyons. France, rosc up against the - which has kept my ancesirs, my . emteprﬁenmme, unht,hcadvmu- e
Roman Church, upholding the.doc-  father's, and his fatker's, all the way  ingrepresentation of the nine princic -
trines of the Scriptures. Waldo was  back to Edward I, king of E@ghnd pﬂi and - dominant ‘bankeérs* maga "
eminent in learning and a philanthro- Through the British Royal gencalogy . . zines m the nation. 1 had my own.
pist-—— ane who practiced Christ's - this ancésiry is traced bac.k 10 ng office in. Clucagos Toop - for seven

© way of GIVING rathér than Satan's. David of Israel. . - years. 1. was unusually seccessful, |
way of GETTING. His work grew. The Thus | was bora of the HOUSE oF ‘using rm.lh&ls thatvwere umque. pic- L
A - pope ordered him and his followers,  Davib, which has a certain blblml Mng in opunm surveys. . - O
.. called Waldenses, extcrmmaled But  significance. i .77 had petsonal contact mth p(;esxa A
. wamo fled. . - ~ 1 well remember a grandfalhcr - dents and: bossd chairmen of suck o
The Church went underground and a great-uncle, when'l was age 3 ' _corporations ‘as Goodyear Tirc &
‘mbeting secretly. Later Peter Waldo = — both of wham were bélween.92 ~ “‘Rubber Co:, 1.1, Case, Moline Kow,

- escaped to the mountains of Dauphi- - and 94. And several uncles and aunts | - John Deere & Co., Avery Co.'and
. .ny. As'the Church grew. its presence  have lived into the 80s and 90s. My ‘many others. 1 allsm state and .
was known, and.the pope ordered all - mather lived io be 93%. . . nationa) bankers' Gaventions: | had . W
.- their properly, private and collective, . Asa boy and  youth | was normal ~ personsl. ;cqwmmancemgh heads of S B
" confiscated through the government and average. I was not a leader . | the nation’s argest banks. both Wall .
- of Fran«r;c Somie fled to Spain: Peter . because my playmates were usually - : ,Suee: New York and Chicego.” -
h:kﬁyfor mrmwi@ﬁiad‘ﬁsﬁrr was™ - I'was married at agc 35 to Miss
metnah Mén, Waldenses weré tor- ~ average in schogl, but always came Lomedlon 1 was'to bears later that,
" “tyred and martyred. They form pert  up in final en?wmh near peffect God had hmughl uE mgetw fora .
-of &he martyred sainls memsemd in __ grades. - marriage 1o last 50 yars. unul hef
Revelation 6:9-]1. - Atuge i6, on my_ first summer. - death atage TS
: -,. -Fuller accounts of the hutory of " vacation job away from Des Moines, Loma' was much more mtereswd
.the true Church during these times  my emplover- amused the . flame of . . in religion®and the -Bible. She had -
are.available. But now we pick up the . ambition within me, due 1 work well ' been & Methodisl, but was glm of
nory iri the present céntury. - p:;lmmed From that summer 1 had ' Quaker ancestry. . : -
- We come to the latter part of the - a burning desire 10 become 2 success . Within & week of our mmrage my ol
.era of the “Saidis ‘Church” (Rev. “in'hife. § did nvt crave muney, but 1 wife aas shaken by aglream 5o ui-
3:1-6) and the beginning of the Phil- did crave the savisfaction of actom-  usual she wag !’nghk ened. Slie
adelphia era (Rev. 3:7-13). "~ phishmeny and true success. ‘dreamied ofbemgmen:af(?m;g s
— TheSardis "cm ATaEge IS U pat mmﬁiﬁ ‘8. busiesl int€rsoltions
" greatly detcriorated by 1927, wheg | Bome-siudy course. of self-analysis, _come down and | put b :
. was converted and first ¢cam> on the.  and 8 survey of occupations and pro- . my wife and me, "as thousandi .
‘scene, searching for the o oc{e true - fessions, to aveid ever bwomml the _ stopped Lo see thesight. My wifewas

Church of God.- -ptoverbial “square peg in 8 round © struck with fear, kmm; 1 had no
T The Phnhdeiphwa efa was o tak: hole.” 1 had come to tealize by then  special re!mous inierest &t the umc e
T on life, vigor and vitality, re-  that most people are victimis of cis- . The angtl in the dream said Jy

. smnng aths that had been lost: cumstance. Few ever plan where they " was seturning in this generation, and.

s . Again"God raised up one man  belong, where they live, what mg - He had wock for us to do. o
N -, through whom the living Chrisi do: 1 wanted io pLaN my e for - W&a my wife twoid me of the

T I '\!guldwoci S;nm(iodealhdm msfm;schm e dnun. mm lm bl
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ge>tcd she el the dream o the
“preacher of the church on the next

~ corner, and perhaps he couid telt her

if it meant 3n){hmg I wanted t0
dismiss 0 from my mmd at the
- tifme. ‘

R was tg be nifie_years before .

Christ jarr#d me with a call 1. mu}d
_-not escape. -
But | was emmendwsucczssful for
~a voung man. fﬁakmg ‘what, mea-
" sured by the 1980 doilar value. would
- beabout $175,000 per year Whﬂe stifl
inmy 20s. B
. "All these vears of business experis
ence prepared me for Christ’s edil. 1
“had been energetic. 1 had learned to
"rrink about what § was doing, while
‘I was doing it, | had ledrned to think
my way' around unusual circem-
_stances —toapply resourcefuiness to

avising problems. 1.had learned 1o

deal with men..

. Inthe .amur‘ﬁn of 1926, whea Twas
.34, my wife bmughn to tne what at the

MOMeat was a &emfymg CHALLENGE!
1 have told of this experience and pub-
“lished &t sp many times, 1 Will skim -

. throughitherg. Shehadbcgunmkeep
- thesevenih-day Sabbath! Tome, then,
"« - thay was “weligious fanaticisin.” Also

-, a sister-in-law chalienged me on‘the

theory of evolution. 1 have published -
thestory repeatedly of the fiight-and

" '. dayiresearch.in-depth, trying to prove

holhoi them wiong: s .
- The importarit thing is that in'this

-3 ﬁ”ﬁ-.‘.‘-ﬂméﬁcw(%hmﬁhmugh%ms«—manémmf the Law of His govern-
T ten Vemed, opened my mhind to the

_PmaME BAMC TRUTHS He wanted me

- mha»emsumngmeon»gsﬁm'

- servaatl, .
- Basi¢ in God's ma§%cz plan for His
PURPOSE through humans is the res< ™
- toration - of th; ‘GOVERNMENT OF
Gyp! God hag 1ablished His gov-
h through Lucifer
* and the angels. They had rebelled.
- God's government was no ion;cr ad-
ministered on easth.- . o

tional 1AW or constitution. The LAw

' Mﬁod is the principle and expensicl .

of 1ovE , Love igmoutflowing, the
oppusite of ingrasping fuste greed,
-coveling. For humans, it expands ifto .
LovE toward God and LOVE doward
feipu man. That, in turn, expands,.

. in'prineiple, into the Ten Command: -
menti. OF the Ten, the fumh is the.
fest Cammgndmh -

: Mwm~mmﬂ~g‘—m;e -and-
. gmemmtmg is based on a founds-

o

-Humans will agree that transgres-

“ siofi of any of the other nine is SIN.
"But men will apr accept | "the Fourth,
-or admit that its transgressian is SN!

. There is ong, and only one reason for
any, person io accept and obew the
Fourth Commandment — keeplng
. God's Sabbath holy. And that is fo
express love for and obedxeﬂce to
Gop. -

Jésus Christ brought me to Him
through a challenge on this Fourth
" Commandment. God had made a call -
-1 first did not recognize throughwemy
wife, only days aftér our marriag,e. 1
didnt “gel the mes3age” then. He
now called.me in'c manner | couild

- not shrug off, through my wife! He
used her in my conversion — in
- biinging me fo Him. And He used

her as 2 partner with me in estab-
lishing His arowing Work through
His Chureh in the era of this end.
fime!

- God's TIME had" eome‘ Hls time for
one, of whom John the ‘Baptist - was.

type and foserunner, 1o prepare the

-~ .wawfor Christ's seCQxp coming. For -
one of whom Zerubbdbel, in building
the second temple at Yerusalem, was

" type-apdiforerunner, of ane through
‘whom Christ would build. this era of
God's CHURCH — the spiji

second: time 10 ‘RULE (and RESTORE -
| THE GOVEINMENT OF §30D. .
“Jesus Christ used:this test Com-

ment in order t¢ hrmg me to lgimand
into Hls tyice!

- That w ﬁrsl and most lmponam
Bul mope”-— during that initial six -
mon “in-depth study, Christ made
pla}h v me Yhe wame of the-true

“hurch. He tevealed 1o me the

B Tnvm aboyt the “Igst shieep”™ of the
house of IsragL — the modern idén-
-tity of which is the KeY that unlocked

_"thaz whole THIRD of the Bible which

* is PROPHECY for xow!.

vealed 1o-me the truth of the exis- .

. tenee of angels under Lucifer. This
was basically imporiant befause it
“opened my miad to thd BACKGROUND
maﬁmg clear Gpd's PURPOSE in
‘creating 4an on the carth. Also He
" tevealed God’s annual Holy Days,

. which depict God’g master plan. '
Thus Jesus Christ, Head of God’s

Church, started-His sesvant out with
the basic (oundation to. unbfﬂ---,_-

. Sweptit stean of earlierfal

1 Tem-
... PLE 0 which Christ wAfl come the

N

STANDING of Christ’s Goseu And

* further, He revealed that GOSPEL

“which had not been proclaimed to the .
world for 18'2 centuries.
- ALways God, in using MAN, has

© dealt through ONE MAN it a time. He -

has not used cpmmium or* groups.
True, there was more than one apos-

tle used in the founding of God's .

CHURCH, but one man, PETER, clear--
iy was LEADER. ~ i

» The Biplg is constructed hkea jig-
saw puzzlé? One must pick ofit a
'piece here and a piece there, cach

- "within the meaning of its context,

- and then put thém together in order
. tosee the WHOLE picture. But, in and "
during ‘my conversion, Christ re

_vealed to me the basic truths, and it

' was. thereafier. casier to accept and
bul!d the others around them.

In this conversioh precess; Jesus
put me through the wringer. He
. squeezed out — cleared-my mind’-3

st dssomp
-tions — siich as woing to heaven or
hell — immortalit the
~false “Trinity” doctrine,” _

1 was started out knowing ymo
‘and WHAT God;gf — WHAT, and WHY

. man is —the TRUTH about Israel —

waaT 1s Christ’s true Gospel — the

ing Kingdgm of God. Those are
1he BASICS, unknownrby ANY religion.

or any (other) of the sects and de-

" nominationsCf “Christianity.”

How WONDERFUL ' ARE GOD'S, ’

l ﬂlﬂ not seek these basnc»foundzb *

tions of TRUTH of my own volition! K
.‘.Jesus Christ reveated them, while I
" was trying.to prove the very opposue

of these precious TRUTHS! -

-But the living Jesus did sweep my
-~ mihd cLean of falsc teachings and
fnbla — of so-called “Christianity”
—of evelution — of all foundaucnal
beliefs. ..

| MENT OF GOD to carth — even in the

. comparatively small Worldwide”

~Church of God. He was preparing
. one. whem' HE conquered and
brought to repentance and faith, for
this great END-TIME commission!
Yet, in the earliest days' of my
-Chrnstian life- after conversion, the
minfbicrs of thé shen only true

Clnm:h of ‘iod. Sardis, fought me at
m. GOOD has April 1980

. He was prepagjng onc callcd and T
“ ... chosen By God, against that
a&b&mﬂy&mwamwm Iﬁnamm&mmm_,

_RESTORING THE LAW AND GOVERN-
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. time. ‘During 1975 and.

- brought up in the conference.

B . .
every turn, Christ led me through
continual PERSECUTION and orposi-
- TION,

And, much later o’ during the
decade of the "70s, wmpxruglw arose
within God's Church 10° po AwAY
-with these basic truths. During the
yeurs 1968 and 1969, and the V05 up
to 1977, I was ovorseas much of the

1976 1 way
overseas 300,0ut qf the L()S duys of
those years - and the tho or thtee
yeurs before nlmut 200 10'250 days.

Those “intellectuals" surrounding
niy-son, who,wus left 1o udminister:
the Work from Pasadena headquir-

.ters, were couspiring to liberalize

- Church doctrines, 10 destroy und re-
mave from circulation the articles, -
bookletst cte., 1 had written OR;BASIC
TRutis, The Churgh of God was
being molded more and more like u
liberul Protestant denomination,

Satan never lots up!Church leud-
¢ry had' become prcuivip! Finally,
by 1977 u voluminous project, called
the Systchtic lht,ﬂluguul Project
(5TP), wus prepured inscholarly and

+ systemutic “university” style, It wus " |

prepared principally by those edu-
cated in this world's universities. It
wis prepared spe re1Ly — those in-
volved were warned not to lct u word |
of it leak o me. It.was given out 1o
the entire ficld ministry it the minis-
ters’ confereice in Junuary, 1977,

after | hud been given solemn assur®
aices nothing doctringl would be

Lyter, in 1977, on learning: ‘of this

h u.umpmu.y, 1 hllcd the. pmjcu '

PERSONAL
{Continued from page 1)

- Guod u:;;j special puins 10 make
cvery sevelith day HoLy 1iMs. It s @
spuce of time, from sunset to sunset.
God gave munkind — guve YOU —
the other SIX DAYS A WEEK for YOUR
lubor of earning a living, for voun
pleasure, for YOUR interests und purs.
,pmce.

But when you come, wherever . you
dre on earth, to Fridgy sunset, you
are entering Gon's HoLy Davy. This
is not your time, Do nod STEAL it
from God. He made it novy 1o HIM,
80 He comnands. you to gkue it
holy..

~ Whether vou lhiuk itis huly — o
i whether it is holy 10 You — mukei

w

pleasure, nor speaking thine own
words: Then shalt thou delight thy-

self'in the Lord; and I will cause thee -
to_ride upon the high places of the -
earth, and feed thee with th hcnmgc'
_ of Jucob hy futher [eter,

-the mwouth of- the Lord/hath spoken
it (Iua. 58:13-14),

“That's quite un *
PROMISE

1 have kept God's Sabbath and
“ “tuujght thousands of others to do o,
and God has opened doors so thut |
have walked on the high pluces of the

" und yuite a

eurth, and [ shall inherit the herituge -

of “Jucob ‘in the Kingdom of God.
Howsapour you?

«  In the Just fiew years coen upostate
ministers hyve begun to cCOMPROMISE
with God's Sabbath,'and teach thejr
Aoeal cungrcgaliom . It huppenct!‘

“God took bpecnal pdll’ih to make eve\y sevunth day
HOLY "TIME, It is a space of time, from sunset to

sunset. . . ; This is not your time. Do not STEM. it
from God. He made it oLy to HIM, so He ¢om-
munds you to KEEP it hdly. ... ity holy to Gop!

no difference. b is holy o Gow! And-
you ase desecratitig something HOLY

your ow wurk, plessuro or personal
purpuse; Swhich ignores Gow.

On ghe othdr hand, God made the
Subbath 10 Be u time of Joy — of
RELGHT - of REST, prayer, contems -
plation, H:blc study. worship.

When | was 19 years of age 1 was -
timekeeper amd paymuster in a

T0 Gob whea you use that time fof

3

i Brithin, It happcncd in‘the United ‘ )

States. Tuosy mmslws ARE NO.
LONGER IN GOD'S CHURCH.

God's Word says) “For if God .

spnrcd not the natural branches [Is-
racl], TARE BEED lest he also spare
not thee” (Rom. F1:21). - .

You, dear brother ur -sister in

Christ +!-- directly or mdlreuly ‘my

«.sun or duughter N ™E Lonu L

-YOU are

most rct,cnl wnsparagy. my wn, s
exceutive vice president, was sur-
rounded and intlyenced,by a group of |
- liberal wnaplrulms, alf of whom had
been receiving o lxygc part or all of
theit “educiation” In this world's uni-
versities, where, the-“god” is “evuly-

* tion, .md I:th.;Laml is the univcrsa!

s

ipproach. M@st, if not all, of the’
infamous TP was produced’ by une
with-a background. ul‘ umversupwm

o Ncw York, Washington .md Los An-

eles;, and wi do' not |
‘accuse these nen of dlshoncﬁty — b
_they hud been béainwashed by this
world’s-huch dectived "hnghcr edu.
cation” and “scholarship.”

»

¥ Now back 0 the early days mlh

the “Surdis” era Church. 13

southern Mississippi lumber mill. |
had, to db the job three men had been’
required W dy before’l came. |
wurked One night 'until 10, the next
' night ‘until’ midnight, six days and
nights o week, | was overworked. In.
8%y munlhs I landed in the hyspital -
with 4 severe case of, typhuid fever. .
“T'u just lie there in bed and REsT was °
$0 DELIGITFUL, alter that vix months
. sluy of 18-hours-a-duy labor, |1 real-
ized, as ncvwbclure. how. mumn-
| HUL rest fron

foot frum . the subbath, from domg

( TG be conlinued) .
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examinutivh as to your entfance imto
“eternal- life in (wdn ngdom o
‘every week! '

'WHAT KIND “OF, GRAUES I8 (:uv S

GIVING YOU?

> Ng matter how ﬂghtwus yuu ure -

" in other matters, if you. rau ‘in this

, picial TEST every week, you will

mhem eterfal BEATH in 4 lako of fire

— ngf eternal life in God's| K1N0—~

poM! :
) (md’d t’hnn.h a bnbbﬂth-kecry

G says, “I¥ thun furn away thy “‘buh keeping member? 0
JUDGMENT NOW IS UFPON US, “l*or )

“ thy pleasurc on MY HOLY DAY AND . tlic time is vome that judgment must
_ CALL THE sabbath & pELIGHT, ‘the -
holy of the Lorp, honourable; and
shalt honour tim, not doing thine
,own ways, nor “finding thine own

lng;n at the“ house of God"' 1 Pet
L) R

-~ So,us ncxl Sabbath comes, 1 sayto .
ygu. “HAPPY SABBATH!"
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(Continued f¥bom page 6) "
tific. They are convinced — despite

- what God says — that the ark could .

not. have been big enough to shelter -

all of the animals. Or they taise ques-

tions ubout how thé unimdls of their -

of this, in the minfls of the “wise™ of

own accord camié\into the ark. None
this world, is sciefitific. In short, lhey

. distrust God's Word. )

But Noah didn't. e fmlhfully
obeyed the order, went shead with
lhc construction after muny
ycurq ‘of hard lubof, tompleted it —
just in time, before the waters'came,
‘Noah trusted God‘s scientific mind!

wAbmhlm ] ob-dl-ncc G

_old when G
<+ of thy countr

)

Abraham's life is one of the most
difticult stories for a curnal mind to
geeept. In gome ways, it may even
sound illogical to a converted mind.’
- Just imugine! Abraham was 75 years -
told him, “Get thee out.

, and from thy kiridred,
and from thy fmher s- house, unto g’
land that 1 will uhcw thce" (Gen. -
12 nrL .

But why? Why should an older
than be ordered to leave his home-
land und settle in an unknown coun-’
try? Why couldin't God choose a
* younger man? After all, Abraham .

emphatically ordered “you, - “Thouw

ghall not kill”? Why in the world

would God give such an lmpossnblc
_ order? .

Again, humnnly speakmg. these
are logical questions, but Abruham'
_knew that.his obedience to-God was
not sitbject to his perfect unders{and-
ing of God’s orders. He uncondition-
" ally trusted and obeyed his Crcntor
who knows all- things best.,

“And Abrahim rose
the morning, and saddled his ass, and
taok two of his young men with him,
and Isaac his son, and clave the wood
for the burnt offering. and yose .up.

. and went unto the place of which

God had told him” (Gen. 22:3).

M What an attitude! Would you have
acted the same way?’ Would you
" have obcyed G\ without raisihg all
kinds o objo

\z‘p early in .

- in faith! Now
wuh that of 4'

Obodloneo IO bottor thnn
" sacrifice .

Unlike Abruham, King Saul dld(t

- not choose to' walk with God. He:

* questioned the orders he rccqived '

" rutherthan obeying ifi faith.

Suul was instructed by the! pr dphet, :

* Samuel:: *And thou shalt go_down
héfqre me to Gilgal; and, bchold I

was prosperous and blessed in' his Cowil Lome down’ unto thee, to oﬁ'cr

native country. He.was o happy mdn. .
Why did he have 1o move? Couldn’t
God have blessed him or his ‘children
.in_some other ways —; ways, that .

'———v—wetﬂd havvbeen—more—hmmnc—and— —Sam-

-more logical?.. = .

. -However vulid ‘these quesuons
14 WAY. seem, our fomfuther ~Abraham
" didn't usk them. He trusted God and
. obeyed: Him. “So Abram. .departed, -

‘a8 the Lord had spoken unurhlm"
1(verse 4).

And how nbom the ljmlunlmblt,s
- order God. gave the old patriarch to
- sacrifice Ismac, the son he loved?
- Does that regly make sense? Is it
Jus& — is it godly —to kill a son. and

v

bﬂmhmﬂtmvﬂmng*—v—
Let's ‘face’it — Abraham comd

hnvc lqund RUMErous reasors to- are

gue with God.— 1o even doubt Him.

. Why did “God have to put him i

"+ thitough sugh difficuli tests? Can you

passibly obey a God who tells you to
. kil your son, ,when He Himself hag

bum( offerings, ahd to sacrifice sac-
“_rificey of peace offerings: seven days

- shult thou tarry, till 1 come to thee,
and shew thee what t.hou shalt. do“ (l, .

HRRY. 7 6

offered the burnt offerings.
However, no sooner had he under-'
“taken the task than Samuel arrived.
,, “Thou haiit done foolishly," he told
he king. “Thou hast not-kept the

‘ commnndment of the Lord thy God,

which he commanded thee: for now
would the Lord have established thy
kingdom upon Isracl. for cver”

(I Sam. 13:13). Saul- fmled to pass’
the test; His heart was not nght and

.+ ‘God rejected him,

Saul’s ‘character was - also tested

. when God ordered him to “go and
- 8mite Amalek. and utterly destroy all

that they have, and spare them®not;
but slay both man‘and womaa, infant

and suckling, ox nnd sheep, cumcl -

and-nss” (1 Sam. 15:3).
.Once again, Suul and his people

and utterly destroy. ther longmgs?
Was' that kiid? Why not spére, the
children und women? What wrong

had thdy dono? Morcover, why take ' .
vengeance on the oxen, shwp cnmels .

and nsses?

To King Saul's carnal‘mind none
_of this made sense. Any responsible .
-human being could sxmply not obey

such an order — even if it cami¢ from
God. Conseguently, “Saul and the -
people spured Agug: and the best of
the sheep, and of the oxen, and of the -

. fatlings, -and: the, lambs, and All*that

. way good,; and ‘would not utterly

déstroy them: but cvery thing that - -

o)
' The order was ¢lear. lt,needcd no
,explunahon ‘But Saul had nejther

—Strange; isn't- xt‘Fﬁnxxg—SauFand ------

- his. people thought:thiey knew better -

. Abraham's obedient attitude for -

_Noah’s pauencc Hé.allowed hisvan-
ity to lead him into disobedience. He -
. dsked why Samuel <—-and rot he, the

kmg — should petform, the burnt
* dfferings. What' difference would
that really make? And why should

the waiting period be ‘seven days? -

What if Samuel were deléyed? There

. then God. This- rcnsoning prevented
them from o
-7 “Ang Sarhudl said, Hath the Lord -

ying Him. -

a8 great delight \in burnt off; rings
dnid sacrifites, ds in obeying the vole

_ ‘of the Lord? Behold, toobey is better
*. than sacrifice; and. to hearken than °

" was’ no obvicus, reason for. him to .

Acmally. Samuel ‘ws deluycd
,For.some reason, he did not show up’

needed no bétter exouse to disobey.’

N

the fat of rams” (vetse 22).
- Whiit a lesson’for all of us to learn;:
And what s pity that some of God's

. people have forgotten it. Partial obe- .
fottow- ‘h‘*0“3"*“&‘?“)““’*“"“‘“m—"fdmmrlrnot suﬂicxcnr~wmr G»odﬂw—wv :

" "it's all or nothing.

:Since the prophct didn't come at"the -

 appointed time — and since “the
peoqle were‘smtercd from hi

“at the appointed -time. King Saul’. - How'nof to be h“"d

‘Nadman, a eomrQander of the Syr~

ian army, was @ leper and sought'to’ =

be healed. “So Naaman camé with

* . his horscs nnd wuh his chariot, and -

P
L=

~

rrpsaon News hoid 1980.

" he took things in his own hands and ]’

‘hiud something to say. Why did God -
watit to smite every smgle Amalekite

- was vile and refuse, tidt they de-.
_stroyed utterly” (verse 9).*

'




t N n ‘ L}
4 - r R : Lo - N
.1 U -stood ‘ut the door -of the hause’of
i
!

Eligha.-And Elisha sent a messenger.

. untd him, saying, Go and wash in
t.r ' Jordan seven times, and thy flesh
" ghbll come again to thee, und thou

. ;;hnlt be clean” (11 Kings 5:9-10).

Nnaman s hagng from leprd®y re-

Mgt he wash himself seve

rced with
ruccdurc Why the Jordan, he

/river® And why seven times?
Wouldn't once be enough? He had

~*. wouldn't accept,the prophet’s order:

So “Naaman was wroth, and went
' gway, und suid, Behold, thought,-
ﬁc [Elisha] will surely- come ouf to.

e, and stand, and call on the name
wof the Lord' his God, and strike his
dmnd over the place, and recover the
“leper™ (verse ll) G

soldxcrs had more sensé than he and
convinced him “of ‘his, foolishness.

o if the prophet had: bid- thee to do
. some gréat: thing, & ouldest thou’ not.
‘have done it? how.
“wheen he: sauh to thee, Wash and be
i clean"“ (verse 13)
o :So Naanian went dowu and dippqd

‘cordipg tq the saying of the man of,
. God: and his ﬂcsh‘ came again fike

’ was clcan" {verse 14).. ¢
Jf Nagmin hgd had to. wau\unt;l

+ God's order, he proBably would hnvc\
never beerni healeq. Bitt thnre are, dn
answer if it pleascs them. If they

| ;‘*w , away, dissatisfied, unhappy — dnd.
. prone to leavmgfthc Ch rchl .

Whoro shall wego?. o

Christ’s dlscxplcs before their.con-
versjon, also had some’ doubts -about

. "On one occasion; the dlsclples and
s(wcral others were fotally confused.”
. when Christ revealed to them' that -
He was “the bread which came down '

:‘.' . totally different ‘ideas as ta how his .
8 healing: should . take place. Hée . .

uch ratherthen, .

from hbavcn » Jﬁst whﬁt dxd Hq
mean by thay statément? Some mur-

. mured against Him while. othc:rs ar-

 gued with Him.

Patiently, Christ explained: “Iam-
the living bread which came down ..
. from heaven: if: any man eat of this.
" bread, he shall live for ever: and the *
_bread that I will ‘give is my flesh,
“'which I will-give for the ' lifé of the

~ world” (John 6151).

ed himself, instéad of sdme other - -

That was the breaking. point. Not

" only could they not understand the-

.. Fortunately, ‘some’ of N‘Eamans »

i - 7 And_his sarv‘mts came near,.and :
il 7 spake unto'him, and said,’ My father,

himsclf seven times in Jordan, “ag- -
. unto the flesh of a litgle chnld and he + was washmg His. dlsmples feet, Pcter

. God’s Church-today, some spirityal *
" Nadmaifs. They ‘will -only. aceept an

’

- disagree; they "may | decide 1o turn,

- to se¢ -what - God - expects -of you? -
rtam—ﬂnnw?harwﬁﬁ%ofter—wmthcﬁouﬁwhys&a
_-question Jesus, cxpeoting some an-
* swer that would s;xusfy their curmsh
* tyand carnal minds. "~ f i

explanation, but they were-outraged. ',
How could they follow'a man whose
teachings made “so-little’ sense? -
“From that tim¢ many -of his disci- -
, ples went back, and wnlkcd no more,-
w:lh him" (verse 66)

~Doe_ this remind you of the nm—
tude of .anyone’ youzkndw? Yours,
" perhdps? Would yoi turn away from ™
God or leave 'His Church becsuse
-something is hard to understand?

Whén Jesus saw that some of His. -
. diseiples left Him, He turned to the
- 12 and asked'them: Will ye alsé go’
awuy? sThen: Simon Petér answered -
‘him, Lord, ‘to. Whom ‘shall we go?"
~thou. has;&z words of eternal life”
(Versex 6 Yoot

This is,the basic, clenr truth weall

necd to remember, If you have, the .- -

~same attitude, God will always be
"with you ahd protect xbn agmnst
doubts and fears. -

Peter tmoant exactly what he smd
Durmg the last Pa&sovcr, as- Christ ~

objected when' his own turn came. It -

: . .was unthinkable that Jésus, the Mas- -
(S he—understbed—the—exﬁet—feasnn—for——tcﬂhﬂnld*—waqh—thcm—fcct——b—-———srmm =1

« But Christ ‘answered: “What I do. -
thou knowest not now; but thou shalt .
know - hereafter. .5 1f.1, ‘wash  thee

inot,  thou “hast: no part ‘with me” -
» (John 13:7-8). Notice: that Chnst,'
didp’t stop to explain the exact apnri-. '
-~ tua) meam%g of the foot washmg

. And-what was Peter's sqdden reac-" -

" tion? He said’fo him; “Lard,mot my .
- feet only. ‘but. alsd my hiinds and my -

" (verse 9). Aré you beginning.

“or.ot, the question is, Ar_e you wills. .
ing to-gbey God?™. - ST
God'a way, not youu ‘{,T oo

There are some things that we inv'
God's Church do riot yet fuily ungder-
ttand Wendont always know whyv

“swercd before submitting themselves

.get into bad attitudes, : R
' Juat rememiber: Sq-cailed “intel- oL
et is .not réquired f . PR

. those *whys" — they gre already . .-
“madc plain in the Bible. However,for .

tions — for your own good. Let Him * *, .

siilvation by demanding thas He ex- v -,
_plain everything He is domg - God ke
- has no such responsnhlllty AR

.jitqod thi

" have d ‘job {0 do. Aré you ‘doing your .
. ..part? Or dré, you pcrhnps

/éy Wait pauemly; trust Him, sub- . . . ..

- mit your will to. His — and you will - "'+
that “all. things woxk R

. togcther f ngood to lhem that love . L

W) (0

God does thmgs tfw way Hc does
them. But one,. thing is sure: He
always knows beat Let Him handle: .~ .
{t — His.way, not yours! - S
Some in the Church today demand e
that all thelf quéstions be fully an- . * ' ;

to God and His ‘government. “They
‘can't Qomprchcndlhc Church's sime ~ .. @ ..
ple faith in God's lqadornmp and thus S

salvation. -
_ Curiosity for ‘the sake oK pleasing ..

. your intellect — your human-yanity

=~ will only draw you awny from: God o
nnd His truth.

God: has alrcady clcnrly rcvealcd .
cvcrythms you need to know and = -
underitand for galvation. You don't -
have to Search for -the 'answers to

the time being, God has chosen not to *
reveal cortain things — He has cho-
sen not to answer some of your ques. |,

take care of thmgs Don’t lase’ your

. ‘God lmowu tmt . p“]" -:i': 'i

. We have come to God's Church to.-‘ N
leam His ways — not to impose purs .. .~
on Him or on.others. We didn't come -
.. to His Church to_reason with Him,

.but 10 surrender to Him — totally - S
. and ‘uncondilionally, We hive been. =,

N

“ called - to obey ‘and. sgrve. Servants |
don’t urgue with their. mns{e . Th
it the

ungamental truth. That l :
why tifey ire o longer with: u,

and bret%vn have n quitc ‘under-.
. Individuslly and qollcctivély, we -

by ‘your doubts, questions and wor- ..

ties? Obvicusly, all of us wotld like -

to sec God's Kingdom come ‘as soon [ - <
. ag possible. We ‘may' even ‘wonder [ D
*'why the' wamng is salong! But God "+ "1

things His

truly kno)

atcorgh g to his puﬁme" (Rom. o

il

hindered W R
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