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. God's help through the information in the

_ could think of was an intensive study of

. Letters

Feast editton .

Just a note of thanks for the Feast
edition of The Good News [August]. It's
simply beautiful from Cover to cover. We
were thrilled with every article. Now we N
will truly havé a “best Feast ever” with

.

GN. .
. " Mr. and Mrs. J.C. Bell
.S;m Antonio, Tex.

!
Singles

1 whuld like to cxtend a hearty thanks
of appreciation to Malcolm TQQ on his
‘recent Good News article concerning
smglc Christians [September]. Being a”

“never married ™ single 1 was amazed at
/' Mr. Tofts® insight into the specidl prob-
lems nnd)feclmgs that_ singles wrestle
daily with. It is'as if we both sdt down .
together und compared notes. Truly, Mr.
Tofts. spf.uks like one who has “been
there."s :

Thank y(? M. Tofts, for a straight-
from-the-sh &lder article and for remem-
" bering the singles that make up a signifi-
cant part of the Church of the living -
God.

Malecolm Thomas.
Perry, Fla. .

.
« »

Co-worker comments

How different arc the people in ‘the
Church of God! After having aticnded
services these last two .monthd, 1 am
amazed at the difference in the pepple's
_attitudes. There is pcncc. a calmness, a
quiet confidence that the world )ust does
‘not have. ,

After having bccn invited to attend
Sabbath meals with  some "of them, |
cannot begin to explain the peacefulness,
the refreshment, the putting into perspec-
tiv of the week’s happenings in rcgard to
God’s way gf life that delighting in God s
Sabbath actually brings on.

Before when 1 considered that expros-
sion of delighting in the Sabbath, ali |

God's Word to the exslusion of afl else.~
Fellowshi d‘?l\ not cross, my mind as
ing a phrt of it
Indeed, 1 wouldn t have thought that a
group of péople of themselves [could]
sustain such qualities — but God's Spirit
, as is being . proved to me by their
fives. I suppose that what I've been trying
to gay is: The fruits of the Splru are there
and nowhere else
L Bill Caldwell

Jasper, Mo.’
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| Why Thls Gap 1n. the B1ble>

L

r—J \HE H()LY BIBLE COVERS
three main gategories:

j ,history., prophecy and in-

struction from God.

Through\history and prophecy
the Bible covers all God ntended
to cover of carth and world events
from the creation, ofi into the
future and the cternity beyond.
But, in a sense, this Book of God
— His revealed knowledge for
His people — leaves a most con-

’

world cvents. .

WHY? Q.

For example, in its history,'thc
Bible gives no history of anything
concerning such populous nations as
China, India and Japan. None re-
garding Russia exoept in yet future
prophecy. History is concerned to 'the
one nation Israel, and the.few other
nations only as they were mvolved in
contact with Israel.

Why? :

Now consider the CHURCH There
arc-four whole boeks, Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John, devoted to the
biographical sketch of the human life
of Jesus, and a history of the first
early years of the Church.*That's ail
— except the symbohc prophecy of
Jesus jn Revelation 2 and 3 6f the

these two chapters are NOT 3 history

" |of successive eras of the €hurch, but

an account of the seven phases of the

"IChurch As A WHOLE, without regard
fo the time sequence of periods or .
eras. Actually, these two-chapters are

depicting BOTH. For all eras have had
in them the characteristics of these
seven churches, with the Ephesian,
condition dominating at first, the
Laqdicean last.

spicuous Gap in the progress of -

seven ergs of the Church. But even -
Ihere, many shout and scream that

Bu( .otherwise, 1hcrc.1s nothing in
the Bible revealing conditions in the
Church from the first century to
now. - L |
. Wuy?

One sxmpiy cannot undcrsland this

— nor the Bible message — unless
one knows the great PURPOSE of God
and His MASTER PLAN for its accom-
plishment. We must remember that
the GOVERNMENT OF GOD was once
set on the earth. That was before the
creation of MAN! God set His Gov-
ERNMENT on earth over angels who
ﬁrst inhabited the carth! Few indeed

g{ (hdl God set a super archangel,
the! gréat cherub LuciFer, ON

EARTH'S THRONE! But Lucifer
. reballed. and led his angels intorebel-
- liop }— REJECTING THEXGOVERNMENT
. OF {Jop! That is extreiely important *

to kiiow — and .keep firmly in mind
— yet the so-called Christianity does
not know,-and refuses 1o know! -

After this, God decided to REPRO-
DUCE HIMSELF — to create physical

* human MAN from the dust of the -

earth, and to CONVERT MANKIND into
the GqQp-KIyD! :
God's SREAT purpdse was dual: 1)

.to nqrum)u‘cﬁﬂmstu into Billions

of Gop BEINGS. dnd 3) through these
converied GOD BEINGS, RESTORE THE
GOVERNMENT OF Gob to the earth.
Then, after that, to finishdhe creation
in perfected finished form of the
entire; vast, endless UNLVERSE! Ang,
vthrough MAN convérted into Gob!

But we must remember, OVERALL,
God Himselfis supreme, holy, righy
feous, pcrfcv\t SPIRITUAL »CHARAC*
TER!

The angels were put here to devel-
op that CHARACTEW That is the most
imdortam thing God can create. That
is someghing even God cannot all by
Himself alone create by fiat. It
requires the DECISION and fthe wiLL

e

of the created entity — whether
angel or man — to want and seck that
character. which can be imparted
only from God and through His Holy
Spirit. Angcls (Lucifer's third of
them) were NOT WILLING! So God
rejected them. They became demons.
Lucifer became Satan the devil.
Then God created the first humans
~— Adam and Eve.‘Gog revealed to
them His GOVERNMENT, founded on |
His SPIRITUAL LAW. All goveriment
is based ‘on a foundational LAW or
constitution. God told them the pen-
alty for transgression would be cer-
tain DEATH. But God also made avail- |

. able to them His Holy Spirit — and

through it His holy, righteous CHAR-
ACTER and the gift of cternal life,
through which they might be BORN

" AGAIN as very Gob BEINGS — born
_ children of Gop.

" race — ALL

<.~ Yet Lucifer, now become SATAN,

was still on that throne- — and by
God’s decte¢ MUST REMAIN there
UNT/L Satan’s Syccessor sits on that
hrone, having RESTORED THE GOV-
RNMENT of Gop (Acts 3:19-21).

But Adam and Eve¢ mate the deci-| -

sion for all MANKIND — singe they
were the progenitors of the human
ifhans .are their chil-

* dfn. . They REJECTED the govetn-

ment of God, the LAW and way of life

. of God, made_the decision to follow

the way of “GET” that Satan had chcr
sen. .
God's LAW, the foundahon of Gob-

LY CHARACTER, of the GOVERNMENT
~ oF Gop, is outflowing LoVvE. It is a|.

wAY OF LIFE! It is the way of love to
God first of all, then love to fellow
man by serving, helping, ngmg, shar-
ing, cooperating.

Adam and Eve chose to dccxde for
themselvcs instead of believing
Gop’s Law. And they chose the
oPPOSITE way of life — that of
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SELF-love, vanity, coveting, envy and
jealousy, hostile competition, strife,
violence, ‘war — rebelfion Against
adthority.

I simplify these two ways — God's
LAW and its transgression — by the
terms “Give" and “GET.”

When Adam ‘chose, for all his
children who compose THE WORLD,
thé way of “G¥T" — rejecting God
and the government of God, HE CuUT

(ALL HIS FAMILY OF HUMANITY OFF .

"FROM GOD!

And Guod made his decxsnon bind-
ing UNTIL the GOVERNMENT OF

Gop 1s RESTORED to carth —
EXCEPT the infinitesimally FEW
God purposcd to specially, call into
His service prior to that time.
THEREFORE THE WORLD AS A
WHOLE HAS BEEN CUT OFF FROM ANY
« CONTACT with — or ¢ven knowledge
of - Gon for the past 6,000 years!
BEAR THAT CAREFULLY IN MIND! |
Now God designed a MASTER PLAN
for working out His PURPOSE here on
earth. R
As Adam was wholly physical,
God startgd the PHYSICAL creation of

" MaN thropgh Adam. But God put-

poses to convert mankind into Gop

b BEINGS WITH THE PERFECT ‘SPIRI-

TUAL CHARACTER OF Gobp!-So this
SPIRITUAL CREATION OF MAN began

with ,the SECOND ApaM — Jesus

- Christ! .
-Meanwhile God s MASTI:R PLAN
called for a very FEW -~ the prophets®

.of the Old Testamem,-and the

CHURCH.Of the New Testament — to

" be called to receive His HoLy SpiriT,

and to be JUDGED FOR ETERNAL LIFE
OR DEATH in this present life.

God alsp called and chose the
.ancient nation ., ISRAEL. descended
from Abraham, to be Hjis NATION. To
them, He made Himself*.kNOWN —

He ‘gave His spiritual LAw — also _

temporary sacrificial and ceremonial
re\xg;ous Jaws, as well as national civil
statutes and judgments for- their
natior. BUT GOD DID NOT GIVE THE
NATION IsRAEL HigHory SpiriT, He
PROVED, through them, that even
with the kNOWLEDGE of Gop agd of
His-BAsSIC SPIRITUAL LAw, humans
~withput the addition of God's Holy

" Spirit -would not LIVE accerding to
God's spiritual law of “GIVE.” God
made His Holy Spirit, and eternal
life, available only to Israel’s proph-
ets. They and they -ofily, of all on

S o

- Christ’s

carth in thosc years,” were being then |
JUDGED as to final salvation or final
DEATH! . ! .
For aLL OTHERS — the nation
Isracl, and all other people on ecarth

— God’s MASTER pUAN called for

their JUDGMENT to come in a later

life — after the thousapd-year soon-

coming rcign with CHRIST in a

ccfui and happy WORLD TOMOR-

. In that thousand years, CHRIST

WILL RULE ALL NATIONS. Fhose truly

converted and ‘‘saved’ of the

CHurcH will be kings and priests,

ruling with and under Christ, serving

in the work of converting with salva-.

tion to eternal life all others then still
living on earth.. ’

Q
“As for aLL. OTHERS — ancient ..

- f&dam with Adamic heredity, could

r
N

LIRS
inheriting Adam’s moral, mental and
physical weaknesses, could have ove
come the superpowerful, wily,
ning Satan'

This is a basic TRUTH traditional

~Christian teaching is in total igno-

rance of! So God's perfect MASTER
pLaN for His ‘'wonderful pURPOSE
provided for leaving all MANKIND —
except those, specially 'called —
UNjudged now. Tt provided for their
resurrection at a LATER TIME WHEN

. the GOVERNMENTOF GoD shall have

been restored, and SATAN shall have
been removed from that throne apd
frgm the whole earth.

ince po ordinary human son of

ovcrpower Satan — could QUALIH lo

Israel, those of ancxu}t nations’ such’ . RE&TORE ‘the government of God

as China, India, Japan,- ‘Indonesia,
Russia, Africa,— they have ngt been:
JUDGED duripp“theis earthly Jife?

‘“once to Bx.e‘ and affer thathe
judgment.” AlFwho ever lived will be
resurrected - those alrfeady ; ﬁdged
nghtcoub thir ough tepentangé belief,
sacrifice: and hawdg  lived
GOD's WY a§ \cd by the Holy Spirit,
to ctcrml lifgs"as Spirit-composed.
Goo: Beinas” ‘l‘all the unjudged to
morul flesh-and: ‘blood life agam

,Now wiy? . .
"Wy dxd God- call Old Testament
prophets and His, CHurcH? Why

- may they receive salvauon — that is,

be JUDGED g5 nghtcous Now, — and

wHY are -ull the billions sf others

uncalled and UNjudged now? That is
what a so-talled Chnsnamty simply
does not understand!
" Ituis becauge SATAN is still on that
throne. Adam rejected God for all hlS
family — for MANKIND! Adam
PAILED t0.QUALIFY 10 RESTORE the
GOVERNMENT OF \Gop! That left.
SATAN on the throne of the whole
earth! Satan is the most powerful
being next to‘God. He is the “prince
of the fower of the air.” He has been.
able to completely sway, jnfluence,
cause humanity to live his satanic
way of “GET” — to transgress God’s
oly spiritual LAW — to livg in
SIN! -

If Adam could not resist him. — if
Satan was abfe to overthrow the first
created man — credted as a PERFECT
physjcal and mental specimen of

mankind — most assuredly none of ~

Adam’s children or descendants,

" God provided. to send, IN DUE TIME, s

His.own Son Jesus:Chirigt to conquér -
“*Satan and 10 “QUALIFY ® sit on:that -
: Remcmbcn ithts -appointed t& man'~ . threne, RULING ALL NATIONS — w:lﬁ

the GOVERNMENT. OF Goo‘ .

Jesus was #Worn 2"son of Adam .
th;ough His virgin mother Mary. But
Jésus was begotten NOT by a son of.-
“Adam, but by Gpp THE.FATHER
HimseLF! Jesus was Gop as well as:
MaN. Jesus actually, was Lucifer’s

' Creator — for God created all things

BY Yesus Christ (Eph. 3:9).
"Jesus, and He alohe, was able to
live, beipg HumAN as well as God, in

"BRFECWNESS Jesus had'

the supreme, high, spiritual CHARAC-

. TER of Gpd from BIRTH! Na other

human ever ‘did! Jesus resisted and
conquered  SATAND Jesus QUALIFIED
to mzsroms THE GOVERNMENT OF
¢ His . perfect life, always
témptedze en as we — but NEVER °
once -sinning_as we¢/ — - He lived
WITHOUT EVER BRIMGING ON Him-
SELF .THE PENALTY OF SIN, WHICH IS
DEATH!

Get this thoroughly in mind! Jesus -
did not have to die For His own sing
— for there were none! HE DID NOT
HAVE TO DIE — PERIOD! Yet-He did
submit to legal action by false human

. government of the Roman empire.

He did spbmit to false punishment
through false allegations of His own *
people who betrayed Him! Why?
Never would He have dope this .
under normal circumstances; just as
His Church did not submit to Gov-
ERNMENT persecution by false allega-
tions from OUR OWN FALSE BRETH-

- (Continued on.p?g} 39)
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By: Herman L Hoeh

iel’s Prop 1ecy
~onTyre

Here is Clanﬁcatlon ona Iong misunderstood point. v

n the early years of Ambassador
College we all read an intriguing
:booklet challenging the agnostic
and the atheist: It was titled Proph-
ecy Speaks! In it the author quoted

Ezekiel's prophecy — actually, God's

prophetic warning — ,concerning
Tyre. the famous port-city of the

‘Phoenicians. The author dared his

doubting readers to face the chal-

lenge of Ezekiel 26:14:

“And I will make thee like the top

of a rock: thou shaly be a place to
spread "niets upon; thou shalt be built

"no more: for d the L urd have spoken

ll saith the Lord God.™

Here. declared the author. is God's
chdlkngc to the atheist. Try to
rebuild ancient Tyre! Dare to defy
God's Word, which said of this city,
*Thou shalt be built no more.”

It did seem quite a challenge. It
was a time when people were inter-

_ested in proving the Bible — in

contrast to the sell-centered “me

generation,” intcrested only n its

" own personal problems. We looked
into the author’s claims. Some of his

historical interpretation about Tyre
was inaccurate, as anyone reading the
encyclopedias could readily sec We
visited the site of Tyrean Lebanon to
acquaint ourselves better with the
facts. Stil, the author’s claim that
this prophecy was a challenge to the
skeptic today seemed very real.

The GOOD NEWS Decdynber 1980
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‘ Tyre, “The Rock’
Powerful commercial i >y, 'in the !
midst of the sea’ (Ezek 26)
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And so for years we assumded that
Ezckiel 26 14 was a prophecy glready
fulhlled a.hving challenge to the
atheist and skeptie .
thought. when™ vising the site of
Tyre in the sugnmier of 1957 with Dr.
C. Paul, Meredith

But § was wrong

I presupposed the prophecy already
1o have been fultilled After all, Adam
Clarke. in.his wmimlury, assured his
readers that the Chaldgan king Nebu-
chadneszar destroyed Old Tyre on the

mainland and 1t was “never rebuilt.”
And the_island city with its pdrts was
demolished by the Mamelukes from
Egypt in A D 1291

The truth 15, Adam Clarke was
wrong And so was the author of that

~bookict Prophecy Speaks! published

by the Scventh-day Adventists. Eze-

kie! 26 14 will not be completely ~

fulfilied until the return of Jesus
Christ to reestablish the government
of God on earth ahd to begin to save

* the world as'a whole. Verse 20 makes
* it plain that Tyre will not finally be

uninhabited unti} the time when God
says, “1 shall set glory in the land of
the living” — which will occur when

The GOOD NEWS  December 1980

That 15 what 1°

Jesus Chirst returns in divine glory.
It s at that ume that Jesus will

“command “And they whall build the -

old wastes, they shall raise up the
former desolations, -and they shali
repair the waste cities, the desolations
of many generations™ (lsa. 61:4;
58:12) But not Tyre' Of it God says,
“*And | will make thee like the top of a
rock: thou shalt be a place to spread
nets upon, thou shalt be built no more:
for 1 the L ofd have spoken it ™

That s when this prophecy of
Ezekiel will be enforced

Now consider_ the cvnchLc of his-
tory.

Archawlogisls have only begun to
scratch the surface at. Tyre See the
February, 1970, and tht August,
1974, issues of Narional Geographic.
But the records of history are suffi-
cient to make the history of Tyre plain.
Tyre (Hebrew: Sor) was already an
tmportant Phoenician city in the 15th
century B.C. Joshua 19:29 refers to it

" as “the forufied city of Tyre” (Re-
vised Standard Version). It is men- -

tioned again in" [l Samuel 24:7 as a
fortress in the days of David.”
Between these two periods of time

.

ave sbmergad, w
1934« ’iﬁmmmmdmwm -
waphe EMMG
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the Egyptians make reference to
Tyre's important geographic situa-
tion. An Egyptian school text of the
period of the judges in Israel reads:
“Pray, instruct me about Beirut,
about Sidon and .Sarepta. ... They

s4dy another.town is in the sed, named

Tyre-the-Port” (John A. Wilson,
“*‘An Egyptian Letter,” Papyrus
Anastasi |, ANET, p. 477). Tyre was
a dual city. Part lay on the coast, part-
offshore on islands of rock..
Skipping over the numerous bibli-
cal references to Tyre in the days of
Solomon and the later kings of [srael

and Assyria, we come to the time of =~

4

Nebuchadnezzar. God revealed to°

Ezekiel in the year that Jerusalem
fell that He would bring upon Tyre
(Tyrus) Nebuchadnezzdr king of
Babylon ““from the north, with
horses, and with chariots, and with
horsemen, and companies, and much
people. .. . And he shall set engines
of war against thy walls, and with his
axes he shall break down thy tow-
grs. . . . thy walls shall"shake at the
noise of the horsemen, and of the

. wheels, and of the chariots, when

he shall enter into thy gates. .. and-

,:, * 5
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thy stfong g.srrmm: shall go down
toihe ground” (Ezek. 26:7-11).

=y erse 11 ends the prophecy about
N#buchadnessar’s siege. Up to this
pornt the singular forms “he™ and

“his” areexclusively used to refer to -

e king of Babylon. Suddenly the
propgecy shifts’to “they™
§ And they shalb make a spoil of thy
riches. ahd make,a prey of thy mer-
chandise: and they shall break down
vy walls ... and they shall lay thy
«stones and #hy timber and thy dust in
the fiudst of the water.™
Why this sudden change in pro-
nouns? Bécause Nebuchadnezzar did
* not. fulfill this verse — but oghers did.
vears later. The king of Babylon did
not make a spoil of Tyre's riches. See
rEzekiel” 29:17-20. The king had an
immense army of horsemen and foot
soldiers. but he had no fleet. He could
not vesicge the walled part of the city
that lay on the rock offshore. During
the siege ihe Phoenicians transported
their wealth from the mainland to the
offshore island fortress. When the
mainland part of the city (Old Tyre)
‘fel]l to the king. the defenders were
slapghtered. But there was no wealth
to capture (verse 18).
Yet God reyealed to Ezekiel that™
Tyre's wealth ‘would become a spoil
(Ezek. 26:12). The prophecy was not

~lo be fulfilled all in one generation!

" n the. Years following Nebuchad-
nezzar's empty victory. the site of 1d
Tyre (Paleotyrus) was rebuiit-- - con-

.trary 10 Adam Clarke and the aulhor

inverse 12:

of Prophecy Speaks! Its oldmalls
were not restored, but' it became a
significant open city. extending along
the shore. This was not at all clear to
us when we visited Tyre in 1957.
When Alexander. the king of Mac
donia, reached the Phoenician coast i
332 B.C.. in hig conquest of the Per-3
sian empire. he appeared before the”
nobles of Tyre on the mainland. Alex-
ander ®equested permission to sacri-
fice to the Tyrian god Heracles, from
whom he claimed descent. At that

time there ‘were two temples of Hera- -

cles at Tyre. onc on the mainland and
one on the island fortress (Quintus
Curtivb 4.2.4). This fact we over

looked for years. The Tyrians offered

thc Macedonian king the temple on «
the mainland a1 Old Tyre for his
sacrifice The %ing was insulted and
demanded to enter thg island city or he
would besiege #! : )
The rést is history. Alexander buit
from the quickly abandoned mai,é-
land town a mole linking the main-
land to the island. He took the
masonry and large stones. the timBer
and the very dust of Old Tyre and

laid thiem in the sea to form the mole.

New Tyre. on the island: fell. lis
riehes were captured And the mole!
became a peninsula as the sands
w.a,shcd against 1t over the centuries.
*“Both Old Tyre and New. Tyre were
resettled. By the time of Jesus \he
city Tyre had again become a thriving
port ¢Mark 7.24-31). It is referred to-
in Acts 12-20-21. during the reign of

Herod. Pliny. a Roman scholar.
visited Tyre in_the days of the apos-
tles and recorded its size. He coni-
puted the circuit of mainland Tyre
and the island at 19 Roman miles and
the circumference of the island prop-
er at slightly lcss than 3 miles (Plany,
Natural History, 5.17.76).

But what of the prophecy, "that, i
Tyre would not be rebuilt?

" Look again at Ezckiel 26. Remem-
ber. verses 7 to 11 usc the singular
pronoun to-refer to Nebuchadnezzar.
Suddenly. verse 12 uses the plural
pronoun “'they™ to refer 1o Alexander
and numerous other generals who
came after him and plundered Tyre
— Greeks, Romans, Arabs, the Cru-
saders, the Mamelukes. Ezekiel 26:3
quotes- God as saying that He “%ifl
cause marny -nations to come up
against thee [Tyre]. as the sea caus-
eth his waves to come up.”” That is
precisely what has happened through
‘history. One nation after another has
come against Tyre. “They” made a’
spoil of Tyre's riches.

The Mamelukes. after taking the
city” from the Crusaders near the
close of the 13th century. dismantled
the city so 't would not afain be used
as a fort by so-called Christian Cru=
saders from Europe against Islam.

In the next century Sir John
Maundeville traveled from Cyprus to
Jerusalem by way of Tyre. He wrotes
of his experience: *In a day and night
he that hath good wind may come to

((‘urqinued on puge 394

— -
An up-to-date photo of
modetn Sur ancient Tyre
taker over a century and a
quarter aftet Roberts drew his
tarmous views of the site
Fishermen are an the bay fo
the nogth of the igthimus which
was created over the
centunes ty the sands

} washing dganst the mole or
breakwater buit by Alexander
the Gréat durng the seige of
Tyren 3328C

~
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‘| cver written. Why?

1 value.

E referred o by US. Presi-

M Naw

By Raymond ¥ .

PR

' he Bible is the
world’s best .seller.
‘Iis the most widely

distributed and read book
on this planet But it is also
“the most misunderstood
and most mahgned book

MiHions of people be-
lieve the Bible 1s the infalli-
ble Word of God, to them,

, the Scriptures are inerrant.
But to others, the Bible is
merely a collection of an-
cient, uninspired  writings
that miy have some histori-
cal, poetic and inspirational

Is Ihls venerable” Book,

dent John Adams as "lhc

i

.q—-,.-—

=

.| ing God”?

] Anows.
“~1.thuse who ‘believe in the .
1"Bablg don’t really believe it — because

Volime of taspiration,” F
ally tHe unqyestionable, au-
thoritative Woid of .the I|v-,

Bruce Barton once wrote
a bouk about the Bible, en-
ttled The Book Nobody
Truly, many of

they don't believe. whal i says

Oppoorlnrgr views -
The profcssed ugnosuc “Robert .G

.| Ingersoll (1833-1899) wrote: “The

real ogpressor, enslaver and corrupter

is the chain that binds, the dungeon

-] that holds the elergy.. That Book

B sprcdds the pall of superstition over
’Lhal Book .

the colleges and schiools.
puts out the eyes of scnence—and

makes horniest investigation a crime: -

of the'people is the Bible. That Book

was always promising, but
never performed.™ .
What about these’|’
claims? Many of the’
i worlds great men have’
" becn readers of the Bible
" and_cunfessed that some of |

_“cume from that Book. Pres--

" ident .Abraham_Lincoln,
«for instance, often read the
- Biblc and regularly quutcd
N from it ‘

Sir Winston Churchnll .
was, also familiar with |
many of the tcachings of
‘God's Word. He said. y
. “*We reject with scom ll

" these learned and laboured
myths. that Moses was but
a legendary figure. We |
‘believe that the most scien-
tific - view.* the ‘most up-
I(o-dalc and “rationalistic
conception, will find its ful-
lest satisfaction in- taking |
lhc _Bible story ‘1heral-
. We may be sure that
léall thése things' [mentioned

' "pocrisy'
(Some
+ of Moses).

w.hf
and fear”
Mistakes

. : —Mr. In- 7. gersoll also_as--from ourselves, and-thut- the-impres—}|-
‘sions these people received were |

sertéd: “God made a great number of
promises to Abraham, but of

them were ever kept.. He agreed to' .

make him the father of a great nation,
but He did mot. He solemnly prom-

ised to give bim a great country,.

inluding ol the land between the_*
river of Egypt and the Euphrates, but?
~. Their /[Israel’ s] God

mpereq, \unreasofiable, .

in the Bible] happened just
as they are set out according to Holy
Writ; we may ‘believe (hat they hap- -
pened to people not so very different

their beliefs and wisdom |

faithfully recorded, and have been

" transmitted across the genturies with |
far more accuracy than’ many of ‘the f

telegraphed accoynts we read of the
‘goings-on of today.” ,’
Mr: Churchill went on to make

séienice and of Tearning. expand their
knowledge .and - probe with thkir

Thit Book fills the world with blgot-. .

eful and Hishonest. He

fesearches every detail of the records

N P

this challenge: “Let the -men of |
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which have been preserved to us from
these dim ages. All they will do is to
fortify the grand simplicity and
essential accuracy of the recorded
truths which have lighted so far the
pilgrimage of man" (Thowghts and
Adventures). \

What is the truth? Is there any
. accuracy in cither of these wndely
divergent views?

The Bible speaks

Now let us look at the Bible, to see
what it says about itself.

David said, “The words of the
‘Lord are pure words: as-silver tried in
-a furnace .of earth, -purified seven
times” (Ps. 12:6).

Jesus Christ gave ample testimony
1 to the authenticity of the Holy Scrip-
tures. H&referred to them as being

the very Word of God: “And begin- -
.| ‘ning at Moses and all the prophcts he |
. [Christ) expoanded unto them in all -
the scriptures the things ' concermng;.-' ‘
. " “.them” (

_himself” (Luke 24:27).

“And he said unto them, These are
the words which I spake unto
. that all things must be ful-
filled, whlch were writtendh the law

" | of Moses, and'in the prophets, and in

.| ‘the. psalms, concerning me. Then
.opened he their understanding, that
. { they mighl understand the scrip--
- lurcs * (verses 44-45). -
The apostle Paul, writing in the
middle of the first century, said: “All
scripture is given by inspiration of

precept, precept upon precept; line

. upon line, linc upon linc; here g little,

and there a little: For with stammer-

ing lips and arfother tongue -will he

speak to this people™ (Isa. 28:9+11).
The Word of God is written so that
its vafious picces must be put
together like a picture puzzle. All the
scriptures on any onc subject must be

viewed together to get the entire |

picturc. But. why?

{saiah answers, “That they-might
go, and fall backward, and be broken,
and snared, and taken™ ¢verse 13).

When Jesus was asked why He
spoke 10 the tultitudes in parables,
He sijé “Unto you [His disciples] it

. is given to know the mystery of the

kingdom of God: but unto them that
are without, ajl these things are done

_in parables: That seeing. they may see,
‘and not perceive; and hearifg they

may hear, and not understand; lest at

" gny-time fheyAhould be cdnverted.:

and “their tins should be forgiven.
k4:11-12).

- Few in the world realize that this'i i8

~ fiot dhe only day of salvation. It is

merely “a’day of salvation” (Isa.
49:8). God is not calling the masses
today.” He.is. only calling out of this -
world His Church (the Greek word
for “church,” ekklesla, means “the
called-out ones™). Speaking of true,
Christians, God says, “For the time is

- come that Juagmcnl must begin

{right now, today] at thc house of .
God” (F Pel. 4:17). God is now

“God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for_ rcproof for correction, for in-
struction in righteousness: That the
“man of God may be perfect, thor-
oughly furnished unto all good
‘works™ (H Tim. 3:16-17). )
. Humans visit museums and other

rcposnornes of historic - documents -
such ‘as Britain’s Magna Carta_ and
America's Declaration of Indepen-
 dence and stand in awe at the sight of

'l those documents. How much more

_should-we-stand-in-awe of the' very

;] Word of the living God?

. '] Uike a.puzzie '

“Through the frophet Isaiah God

reyealed that He deliberately inspired
- the Bible in such a way that it is not .
" ] easily understood. ' -

| 1saigh asked: “Whom shall he

1 teach knowledge? dnd whom shall he .

{make to undersfand doc-
| trine? .. For precept m\m be upen

judging us — His Church. —
But what about the rest of this
world's 4% billion inhabitanis? They

‘are not being judged now. Their time
.will come later. In the meantime,

Satap holds full sway over their
minds and hearts (Rom. 11:8). For
more information, write for our free
reprint, “Is This the Only Day of
Salvation?"” '

God has given the vast majority of
mankind over to Salan to let. Kim.

_blind_them at this time: “But if our

gospel be hid, it is hid to them that
are lost: In whom the god of this

~ world [Satan] héth blinded the minds

of them which believe not, lest the
light of the glorious gospel of CHrist,

"wha is the image of God, should shine

unto them” (11 Cor. 4:3-4).
"How dges Satan deceive ‘the
masses — the whole world (Rev.

12:9)? He does it pnmanly through .
false rehgkouq organizations and false

, elergymcn “For

~ written unto yoy;

———Guod}, evento himth

ch are

tles, deceitful workers, transfo
themselves into the apost
Christ. And no |marvel; fc tdh .
himself is transformed into ah-ahgel.
of light. Therefore.it is no great thing
if his ministers be transformed as
the ministers f rightcousness” (I1
Cor, 11:13-15). ,

Just as Satan often quotes scrip-
ture (e.g., Mat}. 4:6), so da his
ministers, but they always either
quote it out of cohtext or put d clever
but perverted tw t'on it: *'For we are
noj @as many,” Wrote Paul, “%hich
corrupt the wor of God: but gs of
smcepty" (11 Car. 2: |7)

Yes, God deliberately inspired the
_.writing of the Bible insuch a way
that the worldly wise and the disobe-

. dient will misunderstand it ang stum-
bleoverit. |, S
. The_aposile Beter admitted that

* some of Paul's writings were ot eggy *

to- undérstand. |He said. that “‘our

beloved brother |Paul also according. . - - |
iven unto, him hath . = -
ings .

‘to the wisdom
As also in .
epistles . ... in which are soine t
hard to be understood, which they:

. that are unleatned and unstable -
do also-the other. "

wrest, as they
scriptures, unto
tion” (11 Pet.’3:15-16).’ .
How, then, are we, the e[pct to’
* understand Gods Word? lsaiah in-
forms us of thg attitude required: : -
“But to this man will 1 look® [says

their own deq;dc-

_a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my’
word” (Isa. 66:2). - o
‘If we wish to {ruly understand the
Bible, we must|“Search the scrip®

tures” (John 5:39) as did the open-
mmded Bercans (Acts/17:11). '
'Onie must be careful about how he
- handles or expounds the Word of
° God. Paul told Timothy, “Study to -
shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of

truth” (11 Tim. 2:15). Many, instead
of “rightly dividing the word of
truth,” corrupt God's Word and, as
Peter said, wrest §t to tlmr own
destruction.

‘How N
! .lunthow\vu theWordofGod
mpmé? *

‘Peter tells us: “W h;ve tllo a -
" more sure word of prophesy . . .




ik

Knawing this first, that no prophecy’  those who want to'know it. But those
of the, scripture is of any private  ‘who wanf'to stumblc or scoﬂ' certain-

.interpretdtion. For the prophccy [in ly may.

the scripture] calne not.in old time by Notice another example: “Then
the will of man: but holy menof God ~ was fulfilled that which was spoken
spake as they were moved by the by Jeremy the prophet, saying, And
Holy Ghost™ (11 Pet. 1:19-21). they took the thirty pieces of sil-
On some occasions whenOld Tes-  ver... And gave them for the pot-
tament prophets were inspired witha  ter's field™  Matt. 27:9-10).
message, they themselves dldn teven” A thorough study of the book of
understand it. Jeromiah reveals no such prophecy.
The prophet Daniel sald “And I  The prophet Zechariah did, however,
heard, but I understood not: thensaid ~ write such a prophecy: “And the
I. O my Lord, what shall be the end  Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the

. of these [things? And he said, Go'thy  potter: a goodly  prit¢ that | was

way, Danicl: for the words are ¢closed  prised at of them. And | took the

up and sealed till the nmc of theend™  thirty pieces of silver, and cast them’

(Dan. 12:8-9). . oo to the potter in the housc of the
N Lord™ (Zech. 11:13).

Apparent contradictiohs ‘ Which of these prophets really

- Is the Word of God infallible, or.  gave this cy?

does it contain discrepancies, contra- Clearly, Zecharialt wrote such a

dictions and untruths? You may have  prophecy. but the Bible says it “was

heard someone say. “The Bible is full  spoken by Jeremy the prophet.” .

of contradictions!” or “You can prove  There is no conttadiction here. Jere-
anything by the Bible!™ But are there my had spoken this prophecy, and

-any real errors in the Word of God?  Zechariah later wrote it down.

Let us examine some‘so-¢alled bib- Some think that the four accounts
lical contradictions to prove the ve-  of what was written on Jesus' cross
racity of God's Word. ' contradict. What wis actually written

One of the most striking examples  on Christ’s cross?
of a copyist's error is found in*4l Matthew's account says, “This is

Chronicles 22:2. where we are told Jesus the king of the Jews" (Matt.
that Ahaziah was 42 years old when  27:37)
he began to rulc. I Kings 8:26 says « Mark: “Thd king of the Jews"

" he was 22. Which is correct? (Mark 15:26).

None of the “origindl” documents Luke:“This is the king of the
extant solves the difficulty for us.  Jews™ (Luke 23:38).

Obviously a-copyist's-error was made John: " Jesus of Nazareth the king " -

thousands of years ago, lnd has been of the Jews™ (John 19:19).
perpctuated to this day. .

How did this mistake come about?  a'title, and put it on the cross. . . . and
H is clear what happened. Thopgh it was written in"Hebrew. and Greek
the: Jewish copyists were extremely  and Latin™ (John 19:19-20). The

meticulous and copied previous man- Bible does not say that any one of the
uscripts letter for letter, human error  four titles was the only title wrmen
crept in. »on the cross. .

The Jews used letters to express Obvnously the answer to this sup-

numbers, and the ancient Hebrew contradiction lies in the fact
letter for 40 was quite similar to tha that the title on the cross was written
for 20 — so that on¢ might easily be in three languagoes. Each Gospel writ"

-mistaken for the other. er quoted from one of these, pr else

But God has left us in ng doubt as  each combined portions of what was
to which is the correct reading. Aha-"  written fn 1wapf the three Iln;u’u.
zish was only 22, as ‘mentioned in  There is no discrepancy.,

Il Kings 8:26. The age given in . :

1} Chrgmclu 22:2 s ‘l‘noorrec’l If Sclentifically accurate
Ahaziah was 42, he would have been The Bible.is not a science textbook.
,.two years older than his father, Jeho- - Nonetheless, whatever the Scriptures
nm who was only 40 when be died  menition Is always scientific.

(Il Kings 8:17). - = . * Notice these aecﬁule Bible state-
‘. .God makes the truth plain for uenu ’

" that God created the physical, mate-~

. theﬁ are forced to agree that, as the

The Bible shows that **Pilate wrote -

. not use a “big bang” to create the

“It is he that sitreth upon the circle
of the earth, and thc inhabitants,
thereof are as grasshoppers™ (lsa.
40:22). This verse clearly reveals that
.thie carth is round, even though man

* did not “djscover™ this fact by him-
self until centuries after this was
« written.

“He [God] . .. hangeth the earth
upon nothing™ (Job 26:7). The carth
is held in orbit around the sun by the
law of gravity. But it is not fastened
to anything material.

h
Notice the truth in this..biblical

statement: “Through faith we under-
stand that the worlds were framed by
the word of Qbd, so that things which
are seen (the physical universe] were
not made of things which do appear
(Heb. 11:3).

In plain language. this verse says

"rial, tangible world that we sec out of
-invisible, intangible. nonphysical es-
sence — out of spirit or spirit
essence. _
Most scientists, steeped jn evolu-
tion, are unwilling: to admit the possi-
bility that an intelligent, all-powerful
Designer of the universe exists. But

ble says, the physical yniverse
came into existence from that which
does not now appear (spirit).
The. British weekly newsmagazine
The Economist. offérs scientific argu-

ments that support the biblical ac® |- .

count of special creation:

which space and magter made a sud-
den explosive appeannce — from |
literally nothing. There was a mo-

«ment when all thé material eventually
used' 10.create every star and galaxy
could have been i the palm of an
infinitely Small hand” (The Econo-
mist, April 12, 1980).

It is hard for humans to rea‘hzg
dhat, just as the Bible says, “In the
beginning God created [brought into

* “According to modern physlu, the |
universe began with a big beng in |-

existence) the heaven apd the carth”
(Gen 1:1).
“Thus you can envmge how sciep-

" tists sec the big bang as the sudden,
explosive appearance of both space
and matter from lncully nothing”
_ (ibid.).

Of course, God most certainly did

universe. But the more research

E

(Conmuicd on page 31)
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Fulfilled Prophecy-
. God’s Challenge to the Skeptic *

" The trustworthiness of God’s Word is at stake! The Bible must either stand or fall
accordmg 10 the fu{ﬁllmem of the remarka,ble prophecies it so boldly makes.

« By Leroy Neff

' “ Fdr I am God. and there is
none else; I am God. and
there “is none like me,

Declaring the end from. the begin;
a L , ning, and from ancient times the

. things that arc not yet done. saying,
My counsel shaH stand, and I will do
all my pleasure™ (Isa. 46;9-10). .
. Here is a challenge to the unbeliev-
- er and the skeptic! God says that He

AN can and does foretell the future.

LI The Blb,lcu is about one-third
o prophevy. 1f-the ‘Bible is truly the.*
.. inspired ‘Word: of God. every one ofg

those prophecies must have come 10

pass just as predicted or must now be

awaiting accurate fulfillment. “If any

Bible prophecy has failed (except in

the case of God's direct intervention,

as with. Jonah's prophecy to Nine-
veh). then the veracity of God's'

Word could be saspect!

_ Any who will examine the record

will sée prophecies4hat have already

. literally come to pass — othérs are

cven now being fulfilled. But even

. more important.— and for you this is

", a matter of life and death — many
 Bible prophecies will yet come 10 pass <
in this generation. N
.. Three of the most remarkable
. ‘ "' Bible prophecies already fulfilled "
=, concern two ancient leaders of world
’ empires and a Middle Eastern king.

All three mslanccs are well docu-

mented in"ithe historical record.

These three cxamples are representas

tive of the absolutely sure word lhal

—_— _is"Bible prophecy.
- Cyrus, ruler of Ponla

* The first cxamplc is that of C yrus
the Persian; ‘the first ruler of the

e awildlfirs-

. ““"9110

.

. ., ' - -~ .

Persian, emperor Cyrus the Great. Isaiah
o Iourold "dimoat two cenluries in advance,
" his reconstruction of the Temple! .
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. dren’s stories. Herodotus. the Greek

" had just been stillborn. took and .
‘reared Mandanc’s son as his own.  pregnable from the outside, When

i his true identity became known.

. 549 B.C. Cyrus had become king.

. lonian empire.

-me all the kingdoms of the carth;and - old:
- house at Jerusalem, which is in

~

Persian empire, who lived in the sixth *  before he was born, He saw 10 it that
century B.C. The,stories of Cyrus’  Satan did not succeed in having-him
birth and youth as recorded in the  put 10 death by his grandfather' He
histories of the time are so remark-  also saw that Cyrus issuéd the procla-
able that they scem almost like chil-  mation to rebuild the Temple, as God
said he would! But there s more.

historian of the fifth century B.C, ‘

" recounts one of “these stories, bmom two leaved gates .

summarized. - “Thus “saith thelLlord 1o his
Astyages'the. son of Cyaxeres, anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand
king of the Medes. had a daughter, | have holden. to subdug nations

Mandane. He became fearful becauseé  before him: and | will loose the loins

‘he dreamed that this daughter would  of kings, to open befgre him the two

bear a child who would rule in his
place. not only his kingdom but all of
Asia. He wanted to prevent this at all
cost, o
When Mandane had her first child,
a son, Astyages instructed one of his
trusted servants, Harpagus, to have
the child killed. Harpagus. not want-
ing to do such a horrible thing,
entrusted the lerrible responsibility
10 Mitradates. a herdsman. Mitrad-
ates, on finding that his own child

leaved gates; and the gates shall not
be shut™ (Isa. 45.1). -

make it possible for Cyrus to copquer
the many kingdoms that oltimately
‘thade up his, empire. Also, ‘the “two
leaved gates” would not be shut or
locked. This refers 1o the remarkable

capture the city (and consequently

the empire) of Babylon .
The large city of Babylon, with its

massive high walls, appeared im-

When the boy was about 10 years.old  Cyrus’ armies encamped around the
city, the Babylonians only laughed!
They could sirvive a siege of years.

" Unbcknownst 10 the Babylonians,

His grandfather, Astyages the
king, now accepted him and in due

time this boy, Cyrus, ascended the  however. Cyrus' men ‘were able to -

throne in about 558 B.C. By about  divert most Euphrates River,
which normlly flowed: through mas-

over all Media.yand by about 548  sive gates into the City. Cyrus also

‘B.LC. he ruled all Persia. He con- had gotien a spy intd the city, whoon -

quered Babylon in 539 B.C. and the  the appropriate night had the ifiner '
Persian empire“succeeded the Baby- _ gates along the-river unlogked. With
This story would not be so rémark-  able to invade the city by way of the
able by itself, but predictions about river route and through these gates,
Cyrus are included in Bible proph-  taking the .Bl»loniam by complete

* ¢cy. You will find these predictions  surprisc. Part’of thé remarkable ful-

in the Jast verses of Isaiah 44 and the_

fillment of the prophecy about the
first part of Isaiah.4S. "

- "two leaved gates” is described in
*“That saith of Cyrus, Heaii‘ my  Dapiel S, the rest in various secular -
shepherd. and shall perform all my  histories. - ~
pleasure: cven saying to Jerusalem, . , )

Thou shalt be bujjt: and 10 the tem- ~ Aloxander’s conquest .. .

Isaiah prophesied that God woud

way in which Cyrus was able to .,

s —

cus and then in October, 333 B.C , he
faced- Danius 111, the Persian king,
who had an army 10 times greater
‘than his own. This battle of Issus won
him an overwhelining victory. Alex-
ander later won a conclusive victory
over Perus at the Battle of Arbela an
Oct. 1, 331 B.C:, even though Darius
-1t fielded an army of more than one
miflion men. * .

This young man went on o extend
his empire 10 the Indus River. He
“died of fever when he was less than
34 ycur§ Of age. after.a reign of only
about 13 years.

The prophecies about this man are -

found in Danicl. chapters 8 and 11.
Part of this prophecy states: “And as
| was considering. behold, an-he goat
came from the west on _the face of the
whole carth, and touched not the
-ground: and the goat had '« notable

horn betwen his eyes’ And he came -
" 10 the ram thay had iwo horns, which

| had seen standing before the river,

and ran unto him in the fury of hjs

_power” (Dan. 8:5-6). »
The “notable horn™ represented
Alexander (the first king of Grect,
* vers¢ 21) who'conquered the “ram”
. (the king of Persia, verse 20). Alex-
ander is also referred 10 in Daniel
Hde - ™
This prophecy was given by Daniel
in the sixth century B.C.. but its

fulfiliment by Alexander did not .

occur until about two ceaturies lates,
in the fourth ceatury B.C.!
An intcresting sidelight of this
prophecy concerns the city of Jerysa-
lem and the Jewish people there.

On Alexander's drive southward, .

after his conquest of Syria, he
bypassed ‘Jerusalem, continuing
along the seacossd t0 Gaza, which he
took in the fall of 332 B.C. After this
‘he hondod with hjs armies toward

he.hath charged me to build him an Two years™later he gn;aed-m\i‘l

Judah” (Ezra 1:2). cavalry. He put io flight “superior

Not only did God name Cyrus long hﬁufmu,@md&ﬁ-
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with about 30,000 infantry and'$,000

" ple, Thy fodpdatron shall be laid” The second prophetic personglity  Jerusalem.
- (1sa. 44:28), \ - we will consider "is Alexander of He had previously writien Jaddua, -
~—isaiahgave tWis prophecy aimosr — Mucedon, also known as Aleander  the Jewish leader-and high priest,
- two centuries before Cyrus made his  the Great. He was the first king of requirisg certain “provisions. Jaddua '
. proclamation about rebuilding God's  the Graeco-Macedonian empire.  roplied that he had given an oath to
Temple in Jeruslem! : - Upon the death of his father Philipin  King Darius of Persia that he could -
o, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, 336 B.C. Be ascended the Greek  aot violatc as long as Derius bved.
Fhe Lord God of heaven hath givei = throne, being only abow 20 years  This grestly angered Alexander.
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ing how he should meet the Mace-
donians, since the king was displeased
at-his foregoing disobedience™ (Jose-
phus. 4nt.. Book X1, Chapter VIIL,
section #). . a
Jaddua then exhorted the people to
pray and offer sacrifices to God,
whereupon God told him in a dream
how to reccive Alexandet~and his
. armies. Heré is-how the momentous
4 . meeting took place. ’
~ *Alexander. when he saw the mul-
titude at a distance, in white gar-
mcmﬁ:hik the pricsts stood clothed -
with fiffe linea, and the high priest in
purple and scarlet clothing, with his
~ mitre on his head, having the golden
platc whereon the name of God was
engraved, he apprasched by himself,.
and adored that name: and first
saluted the high prilst™
" Alezander then said: I saw this
very person in a dream, in this ve
habit, when | was at Dios. in Mace-
donia; who, when | was.considering
with myscil how |-might obiain®the
dominion of Asia, exhoried me ® -
‘make no delay... . And when the

book of DaRlet was shewed him... -

wheggn Daniel declared that one of
the Grecks should destroy the empire
- of the *Persians, he supposed that
“himsell was the person jntended”™
- (lM-. mm 5)' . : i ~ '
_ Asaresult of these events, Alexan:
dec.dealt kindly with thé Jews. This
interesting story gives a little more’

o

by him the daMﬁce was taken

away, and the place of his sanctuary

.

was cast down. And an host was-given

him against the daily sacrifice by
teason of transgression, and it cast
down the truth to the ground: and it

practised, and prospered” (Dan. 8:9-

12). . R
This prophecy was fulfilled in“q:
terrible way. Antiochus Yook over

- written — have been written -— ®

Jerusalem -and the Temple. He '~

stopfkd the daily sacrifices and
forced pagan religion on the Jews.
Here is one summary of the horrible
details: :

“The observance of “the Sabbath, .
-circumcisi
uncican food wers. forbidden under
penalty of death. Mothers who had
teit infant sons circumcised were

“altar of burat’ offering and sacrifice
offered upon it. A herd of $winc was

driven into the temple and swinc's. . ecy'is Fight now being fulfilied g -

fMeésh offered upon the altar. Thé
Holy of Holies and its furniture were
sptjnkled with broth made from
swinc's flesh: The courts of the tem-
ple were pqlluted with’ indecent
orgies” (Ancient History in Bible
Light. Miller. p. 214).

This time has rarely, if ever, been . ‘trouble or the great tribulation. Fol- -

. equaled .in the history of lsrael or,

and abstinence from

cgcified with their babes haiged  of Jerwsalem in A.D: 70 arc*mijars . ¥
" upon their'necks. The daily sacrifice  prophecies that have been fulfilled) 1| -
was made lo cease. An altar {0 the . The riscand fall of ancicnt Babylon is ™: Mk
Olympian Zeus was built upos the. another fulfilled prophecy. PO N

.. Jscariot and others. The fall of Isracl

. rebuilding of the Temple and the fall - "

future, but He also sees to it that the _
prophecies are fulfilied. o
Certajnly many books could be

‘give all the historical details. There
are quks of {ulfilled "prophecies
‘about_Christ alone (sec “Is the Old'
Testament Inspir¢d?”, page 25),
others about John-the Baptist, Judas
‘and Judah were also foretold in great~ -
detail by Isaiah, Jeremiah and others.
The fulfillment of the physical prom- |
ises 10 Abraham is a matter of record \
(Write for our frec booklet: The .. |
United States and Britain in Proph- - |
ecy). RS |
}be restosation of ‘the Jews' ta
Judea in the sixth century B.C., the .~

But- more impottant than thesc
. historical fulfillments is that proph-

The fall of the modedn desce ts e
- of aneient Israel (pasticularly Britain '

*~ and the United Stafes) i"Well-under s

wayb This was gephesicd as carly as- — :

the time of M Lov®26 and Deut.. .,
-28). This fall will lead to anothet- ¢
7 captivi ring a time called Jacob's _ ~ |

lowitig, this tribulation stipernaural- <

Judah. Not only were the people  heavenly signs will annpurce

the .
pans, .. imminent return of Christ. lmmldh': A

detail on how God brings about the - butchered..cven frjed in huge i
el of Bi y, some- __Bul Antiochus personally catered - ately aftcr these signs will begin the ~ " |
times in remarkable ways. into the Holy of Holies in God's ~ “Day of the Lord,” culminating in’
. . _ Templc and took away the gold ves-  the actual return of Jesus Clhirist as
. An sbominstioq in God's Temple oo\ in jhe Temple. He erected #  King of kings and Lojd of lords (For - .

v ~ The last event we will ‘consider “Greck sitar on the'sii of theoldone  more - informatigy  about the Bible
relates tp Antiqchus Epiphanes, who - on 25 December 167" (The New prophecies conz rning the ¢ndl time, " ;!
was king of Syfia during the second . Bible- Dictiamary.- article “Antio-  request your free copy of The Book '~ ‘ -
century BC. . - chws”). { ) .« of Revelation Unveiled at Last!). !

After Alexander's death his em- Finally J&das Maccabacus, his rophecy also shows that God will \
. pire was divided into four kingdods,  brothers and the Jows were able to ~ mdke a'wa} of cscape from alf’thesc e
(Dgp. \7:6, 8:8, - 22, 11:4). One of rewture Jerusalem these years lat- * horrors for his faithful scrvants who " %
these }our kingdoms was that of ‘er™leansc the sanctusty {Temple) are. “*accounted worthy"” (Luke. = ° :
Syria. Here is what Daniel says about  and reinstitute thé worship of God. 21:%). R Ty
- Antiochus: T . r 1 od jever, oed-1 k H
"~ “And out of onc of them came - that this prophecy of Daniel 8:9-12is - businck, doing the Work He
forth & Nutle born, whiclj waxed = dual. Antiochus fulfilled i ‘in fype, asked us to do, cleaning up our"’
gaceeding great, loward the douth, Jut it is cven now awaiting a much . personal lives so that we, together . -
and toward the cast; and toward the  shore: terrible fulfillshent in'this cad’ ~ with otbers who have already gudli A
. plessant land.. And it waxod great, - time! R “w.mymu/mch o2 MU
. _¢ven to thé bost of heaven; and it cast- : . pot- having spol; or wri or. -
-~ 3wa some of the bost and of the ing” (Eph. 5:27). ' _ .
dn. . 'sters 10 the ground, and stasiped
. . wpom them. Yea, he magaified
: * ‘sslf even 10 the prince of the host, and
e v S ) .
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o If the Bible is znsptrea" by God it cannot- gontam errors. But
. “critics continually cite supposed biblical contradictions and inaccuracies.
Here are some examples that show God’s Word is entirely correct.

By Robert C. Boraker .

o - hu Bible -has been mdhgncd
‘ » and attacked by critics who
e claim ‘hat God'’s Word is full
“of errors and contradictions. And
« today cven some “Christian” clerg
men are <aying that the Bible's tcac{m’
ings may or may not be true.
4 .Skeptics assert that the Biblc¥%an't
‘ be «wompletely trusted and that i} is
full of errors, especihlly in arcas l.i};
s hislory und scicpee. Because of
these “errors,” the skeptics refuse to
. a¢CEpy the Bible as being the-inspired,
‘infallible Word of God, .

PR

-

e

John 19

I3 .When Pilate therefore
keard that saying, he broughl.
Jesus forth, and sat down in the
judgment seat in a place that is
‘called.th®Pavement, but in the
Hebrew, Gab’'-ba-tha. ‘
.14 And'it was the preparation
of the passover, and about the.
sixth h(er and he saieh unto the
Jews, Behold your King! B

15 But they cried out, Away

&

(Matt. 1:11-12).

. Jeconiah, called' Coniab in Jere-
miali 22:94-30, was so evil God
«ursed-him and his descendants and
said “no man of his sced, shall pros- .
per, sitting upon the throne of David,
and ruling any more in Judah™ (verse’
30). Jeconiah, did have children (I
Chron:. 3:17) but was ¢hildless as®ar
as having .any descendants on the
throne. Joseph's children could hot,
therct'pre. ever sit on David's

(or Jeconiah) was one of his ancestors e

‘Whdt is “the truth about these
so-called errors? Let's look at some
examples critics use in their, attacks
on the Bibles trustworthinegs.

s

.
-

The two genealogies .

Matthew | and Luke 3 both gnvc#
gencalogies of Christ, but they “ap-
“pear 1o contradlct Actually they
comniplement each other.

) Matthews gencalogy is clearly
" that of Joseph. Matthew tecorded it

prove (o the Jewh that Jesus was the
+ Messiah, .and fthe Jews' custom in
keeping records was to trace descent
through the father. Legally, the Jews
of Jesus” day looked on Him as a son
of Joseph (Jojgn 6.42).
Alse, Joseph’s lincage was given to |
.emphasize the fact that Jesus had to

8 |

an 0

ffonluul purposes; he was writing 1o}

with hinl, away with him, cruci-

_fy him. Pilate saith unto theim;

Shall | crucﬂ'y your King? Thc
chiefl priests answered, We have
no kingsbut Caesar.
Luke 23
44 And-it was about the sixth
hour, -and there was_a darknéss
over d” the earth until the nmth
hour. - v
4th sua was darkened,
and the veil of the temple was
rent ifi the midst. '
46 ‘And when Jeshf/had cried
with -3, loud. woice, he said,
Father, into thy hands 1 com-
mend my spirit: and hdvmg sald
thus, he gave up the ghost.® A

.

How‘ thén, couid Chnsl be a .
descendant of David and qualify to sit
| on the thronc" Enter ll}(: gcncalo%m

Luke 3. » :

Luke’s genealogy is actually
-Mary's. Agcordmg to Jewish usage,
Mary’s genealogy” was given in her .
husband’s name. The original Greek
merely says Joseph wgs “of - Heli", |
(Luke 3:23). In fact, Joseph was the
son-in-law of Heli, since his father
was Jacob (Matt. 1:16).

was 1o block to the throne of David in
Jesus' -d€tual blood genealogy
through Mary. Her ancestor was
David's other son, Nathan (Luke
3:317. To fulfill His promisc to cstab-.
lish David’s throne forever, God hon-
ored Nathan by makmg him the
ancestor of the promised King who

be born of a viggin. He conld never sit = ¥ .9 would sit on David's throhe through

. - upon the thirone of Davxd if Joscph A Blble M,ls_tal_(e. _—~ggrnity (Luke 1:31-33), -
' g v were H:s real father, since Jcchomas eimmm————n——  But how C'ould Mary transmn
2 g_ | e GOOD NEWS Deuember 1980 ' : B ST - 13
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David’s royal inheritance - the right
tothe throne - to her sonsince all
inheritances had to pass through male
cscendants? According to Isracl’s
law, when a dayghter was the only
heir, she could ’mlujrt her father's
posscssions and righty if she married
1-7,
36:6-7). ‘
Apparcntly, Mary had no brothers
who'\pould be her father’s heirs.

‘within her own mbe INum 27

_ ‘Juwph became Heli's heir by mar-

riage to'Mary, and thus inherited the
right to rule on David's throne. This
_right then passed on to Christ.

Both genealogics had 1o be re-

corded torcstablgh Christ's right to’

rule on David’s thropc. Joseph's
gcnmlogy shows Christ was a descen-
dant ‘'of Jeconiah and thus could not

‘

sit on the throne by inheriting the

right 1hrough Joseph. -
proves the virgin birth: The cursc on
Jeconiah's liné would have passed on
to Christ |l' He were Joseph's real
~50N, but He wasn't — He was) begat-*
ten by the.Holy Spirit and was the

Son of God.
But Christ was Mary’s son th(ough

1t furti€r

* Nathan and ‘can inherit -the throne '

‘legally bccuusc"of her marriage to
Joseph, whosé genealogy shows he .
was qf the tribe of Judah. )

These two genealogics do not con--

tradict. When studied together,: they'
prove Christ’s legal right to rule on
"David's thront when He returns. For
~ihore-information; write for-our free .

booklet, The United States and Brit- .

,ain in Prophecy B

Matthew’s “mistakes”
Matthew 27\} -9.presents three gif- -

first concerns the déath of ,ludas
_Matthcw says Judas died by hang;ng
himself. But in Acts 1:18, Peter says
) Judas died from a fall.
°  Contradiction? No. The hanging
must have been lmproperly carned

from the noose and bursting ammd
_ on the ground belew. -
+ We don't have sufficient details to

' know whether Judas was dead before
: the fall. He may have béen hanging

dead for some time, and his body
decomposed and felt, or he may have
slipped from the noose afid died from
the faY], if the rope was hung from a
tree, the weight of his suspended
body oomd have causcd the brnnch to

L S N

He " —out; since-it resulted-in-Judas- falling—

break. Or did he hang hlmsclf from a
tree on or near tHe side of a cliff and
suffer a much higher fall? This infor-
mation is not given, but’ the details
that are recorded are enough to show
the manner of his suicide. '
~ Matthew's and’ Peter’s accounts
also differ as to how the 30 picces of
silver were used. Matthew says the
chief priests bought the potier’ ficld,
while Peter indicates Judas bought
the figld. ! ' ’

When the two ;é*oums arc put
together we can conclude that whgn
Judas saw Jesus condemned to death,
he felt remorse over his treachery. He
returped the 30 pieces of silver to the
pricsts and then committed suicide in
a potter's ficld. The chiel pncsls used
the money to buy this field in Judas”
name to bury aliehs in.

N

. Ther(l: are no.
U "7 real erfors in
_the Bible . . . Thete are
only alleged clnscrepdnc:es
' * that might at '
, . first appear to be
“ .= errors. Ifa
seeming contradiction cannot
be_immediately solved, we
“don’t.need to
" be overly concerned. |

‘Biblical pabsaﬁes add to each
-other’s meaning; they do not de--

" ficulties, ,according to_skeptics. The » tract from or contradict other scrip-

\ tures.

Ihc third “dnﬂwulty" is thal Mat-
‘thew 27:9.purports tg be.a quotation
from Jeremiah,. But you can search
the,52 chapters of Jorémiah's book
and you will,not find it. So the gritics
say| Matthew made a mistake. Instead

Jor 24,000 dic 'in the .plague? When

Matthew obvmusly had access to it,
though, through other records.

. “Historical errors’ disproved

What somec consider classic exam-
ples of crrors in the'Bible's historical
sections can also be explained.

Some think the aposilc Paul's
statement in 1 Corinthians 10:8 con-
tradicts Numbers 25:9. Did 23,000

we read both accounts carcfiilly, we
scc that the Old Testament version
gives. the total number of people who
dicd.in the plaguc. Paul ‘relates that
“most of them, or 23,000, died in onc

" day. . The rcmammg thousand died

later. 5\

Another- possible cxplanduon is
that round numbers werc used by
both .writers. 1f the actual number
was around 23,500 it would be cor-
rect 'to round it off to either 23 000 Qr )
24,000. * '

Time and again the Bible's accura-
cy has been vindicated by-archaeolo-
gists. ©One example is Daniel’s state-

ment that Belshazzar was the last
kmg of Babylon (Dan.:5:30-31). For

* centurics historians said Danicl was

wrong — according to them Naboni-
dus was the last king.

But the critics were sﬁcncod when
archaeologxsts dug up some Babylo-
‘nian documents that stated. Naboni-
dys named his son “Belsarusus” — a
vanaﬂon of ‘Bélshazzar. Accordin| to
a document now called 'the Na
" dus Chronicle, Nal
the army and the
shazzar while he
tral Arabia.

Belshtzzar was therefore the sec-

shnp; to Bel- -
ampaignéd in cen-,

‘ond ruler of Babylon who reigned in

his father's absence. This explains
why, Belshazzar wanted to make Dan-
il the “third ruler” in the kmgdom
(Dan. 5:16).

Critics also-once- attnckcd the ‘
torical accuracy of thé account-
Kings 18. It describes_the struggh®

a similar quotation is found in Zecha«
righ 11:12-13; altheugh Zechari
" mentions 30 pieces of silver a
‘potter, thert is pothing about a pot- .
Aer’s field.

But notice carcfully Matthéw's’
words i agam “Then was fuliled thal
which was spaken by Jeremy“the .
prophet....” This propheey was 5
spoken by Jerémiah and for so
reason was not. recorded in his boo

r

for 300 talents of silyar and 30
" of gold (verse 14). ..

between King Sennacherib of Assyria" v -

and King Hegekiah of Judah. For the ',
sake of peace, Hezekiah offered

whatever iribute ‘would satisfy the
Assyrian ruler. Sennach‘}t{‘:a“sked

alents
N

A problem dcvelo with this .,

- account . when archacologists found

Sennacherib’s official records, which

described the settlement as being 800
The GOOD NEWS Degember 1880
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talents of \llvcr and 30 of gold, Thi
was S00 more talents of sllvcr than
what the Bible said. . '
But more recent™ discoveries re-
vealed that Assyria and Judah used

"differcnt_ standards for calculating-

silver,. just as countries today have”

different standards for ccurrency. It
turned out that 800 -Assyrian talents
of silver equaled 300Jcewish talents of
silver. The Bible account swood vindi-
catedh .

Bible scientifically accurate '

Did Joshua make a mistake in
astronomy? Critics cite Joshua 10
and other passages as proof that the
Bible is scu,ntxﬁadlly inaccurate.

In order to give the Israclites more
time to dcfeat their enemies, God
lengthened the day by causing the
sun to “stand still” (verses 12-13).
Didn’t Joshua know that -the earth
rotates around the sun? He probably
did. Technically speaking, he should
have said, “Earth, stop rotating!” But

N

wasn’t Moses who made it — he only
told the Israclites what God wanted
him to say. And God certainly knows
what a hare does and doesn’ L do, since
He created them.

The answer to this dlfﬁcuhy is lhat

the hare appears to chew the cud,

and Ged uscd that as a sign to help

identify clean and unclean animals.
In any case, the hare is still unfit for
human consumption because it
vides not- the hoof,” the othef
requirement of clean animals.

Biblica! measurements

Many supposed Contradictions in
the Bible are related to time and
measurcment. -

Isracl used both a ¢ivil and sacred -

¢ calendar. The civil year started in the -
~autumn with the month Tishri.”The

" writers dxsdgrcftc

the Bible wasn't written for astrono-

mets, in scientific language. Though
the Bible does give the foundation for
understanding science, is written in
language for gﬂxe average man.
Technically, the earth’ stopped

rotating during Joshua’s long day,"

but to the observér on catth the “*sun
stood still.” We still use “‘unscien-
tific™ expressions like “the sun sets”
and “the kettle is boiling.” Critics
should not consirue such expressnons
‘in the Bible as errors-in science.

In Matthew 13:31-32, Christ said

the kingdom of heaven is like a grain

. of mustard seed, which He referred
to as the smallest of all seeds. At least
one theologxan claimed this was -an
* error in botany, since we know today
that there are smaller seéds than the
mustard seed. For instance, mush-
room spores are. smaller, although

some would ‘not consider them’

seeds,
<In any case,' we must -consider thc

i~ audience to whom Christ spoke.

Many of His listeners were farmers,
and the smallest seed they, sowed was
the mustard seed They had no
knowledge of anylhmg smaller.
Christ’sy object was not to teach
science, but spiritual truth. -

All biologists know that the hare or -

rabbit does not chew the cud like a -

cow,. Yet the Bible says it does (Lev.
l 6 Deut. 14 7). If this is an error, it

The GOoD NEWS December 1880
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sacred year began in the spring with

the month Nisan or Abib. If* two
on the month and
day of an event,”We must see which "
calendar they use for reckoning.
John 194 appecars to disagree
with Mautew 27:45. John describes
events before the crucifixion and says
they took - plaCt: abdut the “sixth,
hour.” Majthew agrees with Mark
15:33 and Luke 2344 when he says
darkness covered the land afrer the
crucifixion from the sixth to the
ninth hours. Is theye disagreement as

- to when the crucifixion occurred? )
3 The Jewish state was then under

<Rbman control. John used the Ro-

‘man feckonifig of fimé - counting

from mﬁjmghl To John, the “sixth
hour” was six o’clock in the morning.
But according to the Jews’ reckoning
of time, which the other Gospel writ-
ers used, this was the first hour of the
day. The. sixth hour, to them, was
ficon, Roman time. The crucifixion

_occﬂ'rred between these times. The *

four versions do not comradxct they
add to each other.

An apparcnl mathemducal error
occurs in lhe dlmcnsxons of the

vmolien sea™ in 11 Chronicles 4:2.
The Bible says this huge vessel was
ubits frdm brim to brim and 30
in cxreumff;rcnce (a cublt was

fa glrcle is.found by mul\tl~

4) with ‘the diameter, a
vessel™ 10 cubus in, diameter must
have a circumferenc 31.4 oubits.
Didn’t the Israelites know about pi
and ns value? ,

“di- ‘.

r

All evidence indicates that people

+ during that age had a detailed under-

standing of science and technology. *

We cannot assume that their knowl-
edge of geometry and basic mathe-
matics
Xnow-hdw to calculate circles.
Picture the molten sea vessel in

* your mind. It had a thickncss of a

“handbreadth™ (6-8 inches) with a
curved brim “like a lily blossom™ (11
Chron. 4:5, New International Ver-
.sion). Looking at it from the top. we
could sge thiree circles: 1) aroupd the
outside of the curw,d brim, 2) a(:'ound
‘the

ubits in circumference? Probably
the onc outside below the brim where

the figures of bulls: were mscnbed '

(verse 3).
If the dlamclcr was 10 cubits from
brim to brim, the outside circumfer-

ence around the brim would actually

be 31.4 cubits, because the thickness
of the brim would be included in the
measurement. There is no mathemat-
ical grror when we determine where
the measurement_was made.

There are no real errors ‘in the
Bible. Thene are only alleged dis-
crepancics that might at first appear
to Be erro s. :On occasion whiat
appears to bt an crror is caused by a
faulty translation, of which thére are
several dr
versions of the Bible. If a seeming

contradxcuon cannot be immediately L
" solved, we Hon’t need to be overly

concerned,

Jesus Christ said, “The sqnpture -
g carinot be ‘broken” - “(John 10:35).

There is a solution to all the so-called
discrepancies. ¢ Scriptures are
unified in teacking the truth — not
error. All Scripture is profllablc
(I1 Tim. 3:16) — error isn't. The
Bible is the inspired Word of God

and ‘we can rely on its trustworthi- . °

ness. It is a sure foundatlon for our
faith.
“The word of God is Ilvmg and
active. Sharper than any double-
edged sword, it penetrates even to
dx\jdmg soul and spmts joints’ and
marrowy it ,mdges the thoughts and
attitudes of the hear; (Heb. 4:12,
New* 'lute ational .Version). The
Bible ig what we are to live by — and
by it we are being J\gdgcd We need to
study this inspired and inerrant Word
of God. O

15
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ng the many. different -

as so poor that they didn't
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aSthe Blble Been

B * Preserved Accurately?-

By Neil Earle

0
N

s the Bible, as some far-out critics

N Icontmd a hodgcpodgc of scribal

crrors, spurious ymanuscripts and

copyists’ forgeric§? You need to
. know the encouragling truth!

< Could a colfection of wnlmgs scate
tion, spanning 60 generations . and

languages survive such a journey
- intact?

Jesus Christ sald yes. “Heaven and

. carth -shall pass away,”  He pro-

, nounced, “bwl my words shall not
pass away” (Matt. 24:35). ;

s The skeptics disagree. Accusa-

tions of Jihguistic errors, slips of the

.. open, unwarrantcd@interpolations. ‘and

o pious forgeries have been trumpeted

far and wide. Even to the average

. person it somehow seems unreason-

" able fpor manu-

scripts and - 1)

tered over 1,500 years of composi- .

authored by 40—plus writers in three -

.

documents to survive' unblemished
after 3% millennia of copying and
recopying..

And yet, the cxistence of the 66
books encompassing Genesis to Reve-
lation is a fact, an observable, demon-
strable reality. The Bible exists.
Where did it come from?

Scientific literary analysis de-
mapds that the benefit of the doubt
be given to the documents! Shake-
spedire’s plays exist. Every year some-
onelattempts to, prove that someone
othet than Shakespeare wrote themy
or tHat counterfeit riaterial was later
inserfed” into his original writings
Yet fntil hard, unshakable cVIdencé
appeays - to the contrary,
scholais assume Shak re’s au-
thQrshi

It i§ the same wnh the Bible.
Crmaa{ doubts and scholarly ques-
not constitute refutation;
.tskeptical research beggars
éanthontat;vc conclusions..
3 The ‘document gets .

tions
A

most all -

of any doubt. The burden of proof
lies with the skcpuc' ‘

A patlon of priests

The evidence for the integrity,
authenticity and .accuracy of the doc-
uments underlying the biblical text
makes a fascinating story.
It begins with tlie Elc\{nal God’s
selection of an entirc nation as a
“kingdom of priests” (Ex 19:6) The

-+ care and preservation of Israel’s lively

oracles was a solemn duty of profes-

" “isionals called scribes.

In these conditions, how easy was
~it to palm off forgeries on the special-
ly chosen teachers of the tribe of Levi
(Deut. 33:10)?” How did educated

. Jews feel about the authenticity of

‘the documents they venerated as the
“holy scriptures” (II Tim. 315)?
Let Jdsephus, a Jewish historian of

the first _ century, answer;
L “From Ar-

- taxerxes
g [Malachi’s
Ce time] until

| he benefit

has' been

‘but

J

our- time -
everything

recorded.
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* has not been deemed worthy of like

credit ‘with what has preceded, be-
cause thé exact succession of proph-

$ ets ccased.. But- what faith we have
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/. placed in our own writings is evident

by our conduct; for though so long a

time has now passed, no one has .
" dared to add anything to them, or-

alter. anything in them™ (Contra
Apion, Whiston's Josephus, p. 609).

Often overlooked is that the law,
prophets and’ writings, which were
accepted by Christ (Luke 24:44),
formed the constitutional and legal
basis of the Jewish nation. The Old

Testament writings had national im-’

pact equal to Britain's Magna Carta,
Anglo-Saxon ©hronicle and Petition
of *Right, or Ameriaa’s Plymouth
Rock Covenant and Declaration of

Independence. Every Sabbath (Acts .

15:21) for thrée millennia the Old
Testament has been read, discussed,
expounded by Jews. Genesis to Mala-
chi underlined the Jewish people's

unique position in the world and their, .

claim to the land of Israel. As 'one
rabbi_observed, “More than Israel

kepl\the Sabbath, the Sabbath
has kept Pracl.”

Even the many sects and dl\'mons :

gmhm Judaism acted as unwitting
_“guarantors of the- purity of the Old
Testament text, the vital record of
their anccslors deeds (John 8:33-

59y

Amrhosny was, pdradomcaily.

“powerful force i u‘]prescmng the un- -

impeachability ‘of Scripture.’ The

¢

appeal . to the text was the common

* arbiter in theological debate (Matt.

18:7). The Scriptures were known at
the grass-roMts level as well (Luke
4; I6 20). Deletiops, igsertions or cor-
upmms' would ‘have triggered an
nation zealous for their
lay (Acts 22:3). 1

Tamper with e Old Tcslamenl",l

text? One.may as well consider edit-
ing the Declarati6n of ﬁndcpendcnce.
.. deleting a $entencesn a. new copx of
1he,/Gen)@bm Address or printing .
* the Lord’s Praycr wini the begmnmg
“Qur Mother Vital:Nteraryproduc-
tions of national signif}e
well known to be {ampur with.
Today thousands of ;fople have -

to memory. Imaging the protests if a
2'ifew Bible tmnslmmn inserted- an

: Ecxtra ‘commandmgent! Also consider

the astouriding m

-
A

u

eance aré too

committedsthe Ten Cobmmandments

. to the entire nation (Josh. 8:32-35).

ancients. Even in this century a Cai-
ro.” Egypt.
tering students -to memorize the
entirg Koran, a book as largc as the
New Testament.

The thread of conveyance
Scripture itself speaks- of a syste:
matic. organized preservation of the
law. prophets and writings.
Moses entrusted™the law to
»the Levites guarding the ark.
Centerpicce of I8fael’s religion
(Deut. 31:24-26). Joshua 18
comments upon “this book of the
law™ that Moses’ successor read

Literate. proficient scholars func-

tioned even through the chaotic |

- Judges petiod (Judg. S5:14. | Sam.

1:3.9). Under Samuel and David and’

Solomon, durihg ‘Isracl’s Golden
Age. inspired . writers ‘laid the basis
for the historical narrafives in Samu-

el. Kings and Chronicles. David re- °

vered the sacred writings (Ps.
119:97), arrd herand Solomon con-
tributed and collected many ps.nlms
and proverbs. ;

These writings formed lhc .basis
for spccessive national revivals and
reforms (11 Chron. 17:7-9, I Kings

- 22:8). Later on lsaiah and Hezekiah

updated the text (Prov.. 25:1,~Isa.
8:16). In this way “holy men of God

. spake.as they were moved, by the

Holy Ghost™ (Il Pet. 1:21). The
writings of the .prophets were ac-
. cepted. becaude of .Gad's evident
.approval and inspiration, shown

through drdmam fuiﬁllmenl§ (Isa :

38:4.7).

Even dunng the Babylbman captivi- .
ty Daniel Had access to the Scriptures .

- (Dan..9:2), and the return to Jerusa-
" lem was greatly inflgenced by.Ezra, a
“ready scribe” and. guardian of the
text (Ezra 7:6,10). Accordmg to Jew:

ish tradition, Ezra actually updated

“and clarified the text in Zestain places
(eg Deul 34:5). Shortly after ~hi§

T Hme, Malek:h‘l ihe Jast Old TFestdmeni~

How scientific was the transmis-
ston of the text? We can get a good
msngh(,by survaymg two periods of

_ Aramscription: from the fall of Jerusa-

Iem in A.D. 70 to about A.D. 500,
and from A.D. 500t0 AD. 976. .-

‘{n the first five centuries a group- '

university required en-

. No one translation of the Bible 1s absolutely
© correctly translated in every verse But the -

truth of God s fully clear by comparing
tranglations. Similarly, 'no one manuscript
copy'ipl the Greek New Testament, illus-
+ trated. hare, 18 absoluiely accurate in all
details, but & comparison of mamruscripts
omakes the text clear

known
as the Tal-
mudisis
’ guarded and copied the text. A
supreme effort to safeguard the OId
Testament accompanied the scattering
of the Jewish people after A.B. 70.
“A ggpat rabbi — Yochanagben
‘Z.skkiag%‘y name — [regonstituted]

. the Sanhedrifi-at Jannia, between
Joppa and Azotus. They considéred -
" whether canonical recognition should

be accorded to Proverbs, Ecclesiastes,
the Song of Songs and Esther .. . the
ypshot was the firm acknowledgment

of all these books as Holy Scripture™.
{BricesThe Books and’ the Parch- .

“ments, p. 97). -

Why wasn't canmﬁgal recngmuon»
~ granlcd to the com(oversml “‘apocry- .
books _such as. Maccabees,

“phal”
Judith and Bel and the Dragon?

Because they abounded, in” varying

degree. in histerical and geographical
inaccuracies, daspluyed an “artificial
and sometimes vulgar slylc and

- taught doctrines and pracnccs mcon-

sistent with true Scripture.

superiority of the.god Bel since the

god actually ate food offered every

night on his dlar. -Daniel secretly
scatters ashes on the temple floor and

" afterwards shows Cyrus the unmis-

takable footprints of the priests who
ate the food offered to Bel.

No self-respecting rabbi wouldu
- dare cquate this polite Jewish fiction

wnl\ the btbhca] Daniel. [t would be

In Bel and the Dragon, for exam-
plé, Cyrus brags to Damc%about the”
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like equating the majesty of Winston
Churchill’s best speeches with the
poem “Casey at the Bat.” Profession-
alism purged this spurious literature
from serious consideration,

Notice some of the demanding
discipline of the transcribers who
worked from A.D. 70 to A.D. 500:

“A synagogue roll must be written
on the skins of ck,zm animals, the
“length of ecach coliimn must not
extend lgss ghan 48 or more than 80
lines; the breadth must consist of 30
letigrs. No werd or letter, not even a
yod. must be written from memo-
ry. ... Betwegn every consonant the
spau: of.a hair or thread must inter-
vene, between every book three lines.
Besides this the copyist must sit in
full Jewish dress, -wash his whole
body” (Davidson, Hebrew.Text of
the Old Testament, p. 89).

Transcription was. letter by letter,
not word for word or phrase for
phrase! Diligence. Veneration. Pro-
fessionalism. The hallmarks "of the
Talmudist tradition!

The Masoretes (Hebrew Masorah,
meaning *to deliver something into
the hands of another™} safeguarded
the text from about A.D. 500 to A.D.

916. These dedicated scholars based -

in Tiberias produced the Masoretic
Text used today: it is the basis for our
English Old Testament of 1611.
“The Massorah-is called *a fence to
the scriptures’ because it locked all
words and 1ettcrs in their placés. It
‘ records the.

© sion

number of timgs the several
ogeur in the Bible; the numbeN of
words and the middle word: the
ber ¢ of verses and the middle versgs)
etc., ?for the set purpose of preventing

the loss or misplacemgnt of a single”
letter or word™ (M@r Compan-

ion Bible. Appendix 30),
Designating the middle letter of
the Peptateuch and the middle letter
and verse of each book as well as of
the ‘entire Old Testamgny was not
enough for these technicians. Phrases

were counted. enumerated, distin- -

guished. “House of Israel™
puted scparately from S‘“sons ‘of Is-
rael” and the number.of times each
occurred was well noted. The expres-
“sins of Jeroboam”
separately from the phrase “the sins
of Jeroboam. the sor of Nebat.” Thus
the Jewish zeal for God was turned to,
good use (Rom. 10:2).

So confident were the Talmudists
and Masoretes that older documents

was com-

‘were discarded. In the words of Sir

Frederick Kenyon, late curatorof the
British Museum, ‘‘Age gave na
advantage (o a manuscript nder-
standing the preeision and sk;z:a the
Jewish scribes explains why has
ever counted the letters of Shake-

speare. the words of Herodofus, the

phrdbes of Homer?
L8

The text and the Dead Sea
Scrolls

What exlerna‘l evidence exists for
checking the Masoretic Text of A.D.

is noted -

’

'sorexie Text.

9167 A.D. 916 is 130(5 years from

the last Old Testaffient writing. Mal-
achi, in the fifth century'B.C. Should
this gap alarm us?

“It is nothimg to that whlch parts
most of the great classical authors
rom their edrliest manuscripts’ We
lieve that we have the seven plays
of Sophocles: yet the earliest substan-
tial manuscript ypon which it is based

was written more than 1,400 years -

after the poet’'s death™ (Kenyon,
Handbook 1o the Textual Criticism
of the New Testament, p. 4). In other
words, our Old Testament text is
closer to its time of original ‘compysi-

r2

+
&

tjon"than the major clasmcal works of *

antiquity.
Traditionally, the major. sources

for cross-checking the Masoretic

Text were the «fifth century B.C.
Samaritan Pentateuch (*variations
froin the Masoretic quitg insignih-
cant” — F.F. Bruce), the Targums
— oral péraphrases from the sixth
century B.C.,
tural quotes and commentary from
A.D. 200 and the Midrash (100
B.CFA'D. 300) — rabbinical studies
on doctrine. The net result of these
literary cross-references was the
strengthening of the authenticity of
the Masoretic Text. -

Then came 1947. One of _the
famous Dead Sea Scrolls found was a
complete Isaiah manuscript. Its date?
Approximately 125 B.C. This is a

" thousand years earlier than the- Ma-
How did- it compu'rc'.’ -

-~ Greek Mamzscnpt

10th Century

the Mishnah — scrip-" ~

‘Tenth.century Geoek -anuscript of :he

b l‘ourgospzhmthemofthw&mbusa :
o dor Colle;e Libeary. /This vellush copy was -
mede jn Calabrig, the “toe™ of the Ilian -

““boot.” Calabeis ancieitly posséased & Greek

W)‘i!&. though Reruan after 268 B.C.

B} mﬂm in !hc gmtb century AD. .
: ymusa anpire. Henee the

mdymmm: R -
i tioas ~-mmhwmwmmmm
o ‘ummmmwdwgm~
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Norman L. Geisler and William E. -

Nix report: .
*In one chapter of 166 words (Isa.
53) there is only une word (three

letters) in question after a thousand

years of- transmission — and this
word does” not significantly change
the meaning of the passage™ (General
Introduction 10 the Bible. p. 263).
Minor stylistic and spelling variz

“tions pale before”the facts that the
-Isaiah scroll ““proved to be word for

word identical with our standard
Hebrew Bible in more than 95 per-
cent of the text”™ (Archer, 4 Survey

‘of thé Old Testament, p. 19).

In the words of Mr. Geisfer and
Mr. Nix. “the King James Bible is
98.33 percent pure” when compared
with the Dead Sea Scrolls. Yet, as the
accuracy of the Talmudists and -
Masoretes should demonstrate, the

" sectarians’ Dead Sea Scrolls need to

be evaluated by the Masoretic text,
not vice versa. .

Sound external evidence attests the
accuracy of the transmitters of the
Old Testament. It is also consistent in
its doctrinal harmony and téxture.
Josephus put the case very well:

. “Tt becomes natural to all Jews to
esteem those books to contain divine |
doctrines and, if occasion be, willing-
ly to die for them [rather than] to say

one word against our laws and the -

recards that contain thetn . . . where-
as there. are none at all among the
Greeks who wouyld undergo'/.th least
harm on that account.” T

How. true! The lives, of Abraham,_
Moses and David have the force and
weight of redlity; the traditions and.

.. fictions of Homer and Virgil — while

valuabl¢ as support material -— -lack

. that ridg of truth.

The New T osta;nont documents
. How reliable are the New Testa-

. ment books we possess, and can we
. cross-check them fof accuracy?

Here again we possess no origtnal -

~writings. Here we must depend on

the total manuscript material- avail-

able.

~ “Perhaps we can appreciate how
wealthy the New Testamem is in
manuscript attestation if we compare

historical works. For Cdesar's Gallic
Wars (composed between 58 and 50
B.C.) only nine dr 10 [manuscripts]

are good, and the oldest is some 900 copies for Caesar’s Gallic Wars! The

S ) (-
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years later than Caesar's day. Of the
142 books of Livy (59 B.C.-A.D. i7)
only 35 survive known to us from no

. more than 20 manuscripts . . . only
one of which is as old as the fourth

ccntur)r. Of the 14 books of Tacitus
(c. A:D. 100)...the text these
historical works depends ;ﬂ%i)fely on
two manuscripts, “one the ninth
century and one of Ahe 11th. The
History of Thucydides (c. 460-400
B.C.) is known to .us from eight
manuscripts, the earliest belonging
to A.D. 900. . :. The same is‘true of
the history of Herodotus' (488-428
B.C.). Yet no classical scholar
‘would listen to an argument that the

-~

.

The accuracy of Scripture,
its-infallible transmission
through the centuries,

is veriftable by ‘
its internal thrust
alone. The great
truths of the human’
potential — the purpose
of human life, -
that the Bible shouts
~from +its page$ —

B ~.
,  bespeaks inspiration!

=

)

authenticity .of Herodatus or Thucy-
dides is in doubt because the earliest
manuscripts  of their works of any

use to us are over 1,000 year} later
than the origipals™” (‘Bruzg\The

. New Testameni” Documents, pp\ 16-
7).~ - - ’

How much manuscript evidence is

thére to suppor| and verify the 27
New Testdment ‘books?

-“Ther are some 8.000 manu-
scripts gf the Latin: Vylgate and &t
least | for, other ‘early versions.
Add~dver 4,000 Greek manyscripts

* (sofne say 5.000). andwe have 13,000

magpscript gopies of portions of the
NeW Testament™ (Robertson, Intro-

the textual materiat for other ancient- - duction 10 the Textual Criticism of

the New Testament, p. 29). /.
. Thirteen thousand New Testament
mandscripts "compared to 10 good

verification of the 27 chxs‘vﬂmcm °

books is casier than for any other -

piece of classical writing. The over-
whelming manuscript data makes it

. much simpler to réconstruct the orig-
tnal reading for disputed or unclear

passages.
How close are these manuscripts to

- thé time when the New Testament

writings were completed? Near-con-
temporary support material is a cru-
cial test of authenticity.

John Rylands Library in Manches-
ter, England, owns a papyrus frag-
ment of John 18:31-33, which they
date to about A.D. 130. This is within
40 years of John's autograph. The
Chester Beatty Mudkllhi in'Dublin,
Ireland. holds papyrus copies of the
gospels, Acts, Paul's epistles, The -
date? Around £.D. 200. The Bodmer
Papyrus (A.D. 150-200) contains
most of John's gospel. '

No other ancient writing has such
sterling verification from ncar-con-
temporary.sources. -

The great codices such as Codex
Sinaiticus (composed. about "A.D.
350 and discovered in the Mt. Sinai
Monastery in 1844°— containing the

_entire New Testament except Mark

16:9-20. John 7:53-8:11) — and
Codex Alexandrinus (composed
about A.D. 325-350) -— containing
virtually the whole Bible in Greek — .
are other valuable sources of docu-
mentary evidence for the 27 New
Testament Bboks. A
These large rolls of Greek writing’
held by the gfitish Museum, with the

" Codex Vaticanus (A.D. 325-350) in

the Vatican Library, aid in verifying
the ingegrity of our New. Testament.
Indeed, no gther body of fiterature

s

can be so well atlested by such a-"

wealth - of documentary evidence,
Noné has beén so scrutinized and

manuscripts as the NewPTestament. *

External gnd internal evidence
The first cenfuries after Christ arid

the apostles abounded in religious
literature. . :
. ‘Numerous theologians like iraen-

.eds, Tertullian dnd Augustine argued.
their doctrines by duoting the extage-"* -

writings andfor copies of the New .

.Testament books. The gospels, Agts,

epistles and Revelation were appealed

. to.as-the final authority. Do
s {Continued on page 45)-
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_* These scholars claimed that many
Old Testament books were not con-
temporary records at all. but were
actually wriuen\ccmurics after the
events they described. They declared
them 1o have been baSed solely on
garbled. orally transmitted traditions.
later put to paper by ignorant, albeit
] o ) ; sincere, men.
- A . j ‘ k Some scholars and “higher critics”
y <5 g P @ came ‘to deny the very existence of

- such major biblical personalities
.as Noah, Abraham, Joseph and
Moses. S

. These supposedly learned men
weré committing the same folly as
those Roman scoffers of old. so aptly

described by the apostle Paul:
*[They] became vain in their 1magi-
nations, and their:foolish heart was

- darkened. Professing themselyes (o
be wise, they became fools™ (Rom.
1:21-22). Like the ancient Roman
- philosophers. *“‘they did not like o
retain God in theif knowledge™

T (verse 28). N L

British logician and philosopher
Bertrand Russell provides a good
example. He declared as lale as . 7
1944 in his History of Western
Philosophy. “"The early history of .
the Isfaelites .cannot “be confirmed

‘from any sourcé outside the Old
Testament, and it is impossible to

,-know at what point it ceases to be
purely legendary.” ’ e
. Historian and _philosopher R.G.
Collingwood. in his posthuimaus book:
The Idea of History (1946). also
- dismissed the Bible, labeling it as
nothing but “theocratic history and
myth.” : '

- These two scholars — and many

. Da‘sbelie_v'ing critics have challenged the accuracy of
Bible history at every turn — and have lost!

« By xeth W Stump -

vape

“Photo by Mechge!

) L j or centuries the Bibl_c, was .
: «actepted hroughout the West-\'

ing could true knowledge be acqujred.
“Scriptural revelation came undef
ern werld ’ ' .

an accurate history
of ancient times. It was considered to

‘be “literally - true and” authentic in.

every detail.

" The events in the Carden of Eden,

‘the Flood. the building of the Tower
of Babel, the deeds of the patriarchs,
the Exodus from Egypt — all were
belicved to have occurred exactly as

- pecounted in Scripture.

But then-came the so-called “En-
lightenment" or Age of Reasonl of the

- djrect attack! : :

" On its heels arose the 19th-cefitury

theory of evolution, offering an alter-
native explanation to divine creation
for the presence of life. on earth: God
.and the Bible ‘were completely ex-
cluded from the pictute.

~ Soon many scholars began to total-
ly dismiss Scripture as unhistorical,
with. no reliable basis im fact. They
“began to view biblical history as mere
legend. primitive ‘superstition and

© L 17th- and 18th vcenturies. European . folklore — placing it in the same

like them ~— unfortunately chose not
to be confused- by the facts. They
chose to ignore other scholars’ dra-
Jmatic, . h-making discoverics in
the \Neat* East, which .were rapidly

" putling an entirely new light vn the -
- biblical record — and showing their

‘modern ideas to be holiow, un-
founded rubbish! .

The FertilerCrescent

"« The new science of archacology —

B ‘inteilectuajs begano claim that only ~ category as the” aricient Greek and  the study of the material remains of , ,

f:. through hiirean, “scientific” reason- Roman myths. ’ than's past — was to devercly shake .

- ' - A ' LU B . . ' ) v o
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the confident anti-God prejudice of

critical “‘scholarship.™ : >

For centuries, looters and religious

pilgrims had unearthed and carried

Pt away multiple thousands of ancient

- artifacts from sites throughout

the Near East. But few understood

the real significance of these
items.

Shortly after the vear 1800, syste- -
matic study and evgluation of Near
Eastern sites began. Archacology .
CI’!JO)Cd a steady and rapid growth.
For well over a century #nd a half
now. the region of the Fertile Cfes-
cent has been the object of intense
archacological scrutiny.

The term Fertile Crescent was

Vo .
coined by Egyptologist James Henry
+ Breasted for the area where civijiza-
L tion began — a crescent-shaped
“ region of rich. well-watered land
extending from the Persian Gulf up
the Tignis-Euphrates Valley. then
wcu»urd over Syria and southward
along the Mediterranean through
Palestine. Egypt's fertile Nile Valley
1s- sometimes included within its
.boundaries.

ftwas in the Fertile Crescent that ..
the lands and peoples that figure so ~
prominently in Old Testament his-

. _tory were found. It i5 not surprising.
therefore. that there has been rela-
o tively “strong public interest in the
| - Bpdings uncovered. by the spadc of
H -~ tKe archaeologist in this region.
“Jiv s also not surprising that these
dffdoveries have caused disbelieving

“soholars to sit up and take notice. In. §° ..
fact. the spectacular archaeological ol :
finds of the past century and a half by . § '
- . sound-minded men of learning have f - ‘%l
+  prompted a radical reevaluation by 2y 5,

schotars of the Bible's reliability as a
historical document* .

Critics eat.crow

Whereas previqusly many scholars -

held the Bible to be  suspect and .
probdbly false unless Substantiated by

" . sgcular records and other extrabibli-

. world of learning has been forced to
] admi} that the Biblg is indéed
) .remarkably factual as a historical
o record!

Mudgrn drchawlogy hds provided
solid extrabiblical corroboration of -
historical facts otherwise known to us
only - from Scripture. Iy has proved
beyond all rcas&nablc doubt the accu-
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racy of the Bible as a historical ~
.. »document. ‘
Even still, ‘it should come as no 7

surprise that somie scholars remain
determined to discredit the Bible as a
divinely inspired -historical. record.
stubbornly “gverlooking the over
whelmingarray of proof ard docu-
mentation. Carnal man is disinclined
to accept and submit to God s
Word.

These critics will bllthel\ gloss
dver mounds of facts and plain evi-
dence rather than accept the Bible for
what it is. Some few have even chosen
to pervert and twist the clear testimo-
ny of archaeology to suit their own

" purposes -- deliberatély misinter-
preting and musrepresénting the facts

rather than concede the duthentiity
of Scrlplurc

in Egypt by Howard Carter and | .ord

.Carnarvon. Yet many less-heralded

finds have proved infinitely more.
important 10 the evaluation of the
“Bible record.

-Without questLon the. most vital
of thgse early’discoveries was the

* unlocking of the secret of Behistun

Rock. This momentous break-
through in the last century opened
wide the door to further inquiry,
which has since confirmed and re-
confirmed Bible history many times
Qver.

‘Located 'on a cliff on Behistun
Mountain at the foot of the Zagros
Range in Persia is a smoothed rock
surface with ancient cuneiform carv-
ings in three languages — Old Per-
sian; Elamite and Babyloniin. Cunei-
form %as a rhode of writing. ¢mploy-

cal evidence. now increasingly the ,

Nevertheless,{ lhe past’ 150° years

have witnessed remarkable archaeo-

’ logncal sonfirmation of the Old Testa-

ment. W9 can rely on the biblical
record! .
Key dlac_ovary. .

Let us briefly examijne a few of the
scores of archaeological discoveries

that bear upon the jistory of ‘biblical -

times — finds tht have providkd
dramatig~corroboration of the mlllcn-
‘nia‘old Bible record.

Not all archaeological ﬁnds havc
been ‘as highly publicized over the
decades as the spectacular discovery
in 1922 of the lOm}b of Tutankhamen

\@A‘

_ ing wedge shaped marks used by
".many of the ancnem peopl

of west-
ern Asja.

The Behistun Inscription, datmg
from $16 B.C., i$ an account of the
assumption of the Persian throne be”
Darius the Great (55(1-486) "Begin-
ning in 1835, Sit Henry C. Rawlin-
son, an officer- in the British East
Indid Company, painstakingly copied
the three inscriptions from the rock

- face. He then set # work unlocking
" theif secrets. By 1846 he had deci-

.phered the Persian part of the

‘inscription. As a resuN of this

achievement, he and other scholars

were able to tfanslate the Babylonian
) ) .
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and Elamite portions soon after-
wards.

The trilingual Behlstun lnscnpnon
thus proved to be the vital key to
ancient cuneiform writing — just as
the famous Rosetta Stone had un-
locked the mysteries of ancient Egyp-

" tien hieroglyphics. The writings un-

earthed at hundreds of sites through-

out the Near East could now- be

understood!
Excavatron,

however, is slow.

. painstaking work. A single site may

be worked for a decade or more.
Subsequent analysis of finds can take
even longer. For this reason, Mr.
Raulinson’s success did not ‘have an
immediate impact,on biblical studies.
Translation of prcnousl\ unearthed

. cuneiform tablets — as well as those

ancovered later - was a prolonged

‘In ‘the latter half of the 19th
century. Hittite monuments. were
discovered -at Carchemish -on the
Euphrates River in Syria, amply giz-
dicating the-Bible narrative. Lale%
1906. excavations at. Boghazkoy (an-
ctent Hattusas, capital of the Hittite
empire) in Turkey uncovered thou-
sands of Hittite documents. revealing
a wealth of information about Hittite
history and culture. :

The Hittites. it is now known.
were a verv real and forfnidable
power. They were once one of the
dominant peoples of Asia Minor an
the Near East. at times exercisl
control over Syria and parts of Pal-
estine.
~ The Bible had been coh\ecx after
all' Todav. books abound son the
history. art. culture and \L)\IL[\ of the .

- 15:20. Ex. 3:8. 17, Num. 13:29, Josh™ " -

NN

and time-consuming task. But grad-
ually — year by year, decade by
decade — a clear pnctur@began to
- emerge.

Ths “mythical” vHittites
Bible critics had long scoffed -at

“references in the biblical record to'a

people called the Hittites (Gen..

1:4. Judg. 1:26 and elsewhere). Their
evaluation ‘was that the Hittites were
simply “one of the many mythical
peoples™, fabricated by Bible wriiers
— or. at best, a small and unimpor-

“tant tribe.
~ But the cmlcs were wrong'

22 ' .

Ambansado: Collegn fhoto |

Hittites — d strong witness by com-

" petent scholars against those critics

who had 6nce been so quick to chal-
denge the Word of God!

Moses illnotato?

* Many crities had also’ lrmg tidi-
cuﬂed the idea that writing had been
{n existence in the days of Moses-
Writing_was unknown 3t that 'time, -
they asserted, implying that the Pen-
tateuch (the first five books of the
Old Testament) could mnict. pessibly
have been recorded by Moseg or his |
near contemporaries, but ratket were
oral trgditions recorded at a much
later time? “

~ CON>ENsUS.

.

With the flowering of Near East-
ern archaeology . however. came over-
whelming proof that writing was in
common use for-centuries before the

time of Moses' In both’ Egypt and,

Mesopotamia_multiple thousarids of
inscriptioms have been urcovered,

_unquestionably antedating Moscs by

many hundreds of vears.

Moreover. - pre-Flood (Early
Bronze) Mscriptions and writings
abound, now' known to antedate by
many generations the Noachian' De-
tuge of thex24th century B.C. The
17.000 cuneiform; tablets ard frag-
ments of tablets umearthed By Ital.
jan archaeologists in 1974 and
thereafter at the site of ancient Ebla
in northern-Syria exemptify the ple-
thora ef pre-Flood and post-Flood
writings. .

Again. Bible critics were proved to ,

be grossly in error!

Another Jewisﬁ Hmyth’’? .
Some critics had also disputed the

“historicity of the Babylonian captivi-

ty. The Bible recounts. in great
détail. the carrying away into slavery
of the nation of Judah by the armies
of Babylon early in the .6th ceniury
BC (Il Kings 24-25). “Another
Jewish myth™ was’ their scholarly

In 1935 to 1938, however, an
important discovety was made at a
site thought to be ancient Lachish. 30
mres southwest of Jerusalem. La-
chish was ong of the cities recorded in
the Bible as having. been besicged by
the king of Babylon at the same time
aé the sicge of “Jerusalem (Jcr.
34:7). .

Twcm\ -one pottery fragments in-
scribed in the ancient Hebrew script
wére unearthed in the latest preexilic
levels of the site. Commonly called
the Lachish-Letters or. Lachish
Ostraca; they were written during the
very lime of the Babylonian sicge. "
Some of them proved to b¢ communi- ~
gues exchanged between the city's
military commander and the com-
mander of> an outlying observation
post. Vividly picturing the ‘final days
of, Judah’s d&spcralc struggle against
Babylon!

Subseyuent finds in Mcsopotamia
of Babylonian historical texts de-
scribing the conquest of Jerusalem by
Nebughadnezzar have provided addi-

. tional proof. The historical fact of the

The GOOD NEWS December 1880
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v and Ezekiel — discovered at ?

. .
Babylonian captivity has been firmly
estghlished

Dead 5ga Scrolls

Probably one of the mast spectacu-
lar finds 1n Near Eastern archagology
of the present century was that of the
famed Dezd Sea Sgrolls These tat-
eted manuscripts were first discov-

cered by a Bedowin shepherd boy in

1947 in desert caves in the Judean
wilderness near the Dead Sea. Subse-
quenthy, additional scrolls were un-

covered " at varicus tocations in the -

region.
The majornty of The manuscripts
were compused between 100 B.GC.

. and“A.D 68 Spme of them contain

the oldest-known versions of passages
and. books from the Qld Testament
— ncluding the entire book of

-Isaiah. Before the discovery of the

Dead Sea Scrolls. the oldést and
fullest manuscript in Hebrew was the

. Codex Petfopolitarius dating from

AD 9§ - 4,
It wag determined thabxthe scrolis’
had been part of a library located at’
Qumran and belonging to the Es-
senes,’a small, heretical Jewish sect
As a result. the manuscripts evidence
occasional spurtous textual readings,
additions, deletions and careless
copying .mistakes As Jesus stated
(Matt. 23:2). the scribes and Phari-
sees. not the Qumran’ sect, sat in
Moses” seat and had authority over
the preservation of the original
inspired Hebrew text '
Névextheless. the Dead Sea
lend support to the high

yerolls
ree of

: accurucy in-the trunsmission of the

Old Testament text The 2.000-year-
old” documents -demonstrate clearly
that the authoritative Masoretic He-~
brew Old Testament. as we have it
today 15 remarkably f;mh[ul to the
ariciept texts.

Also ficteworthy in lhlS regard are
fragmients of 14 parchment scrolls —
including parts of the books of Gene-
sis. Leviticus, Deuteronomy. Psalms
asada,
the site of the Jews’ last stand-against
the Remans in A.D. 73, In text and
spelling they are tdentical with the
traditional Hebrew Bible.

Noah's Flood — fact or fable?
- Many. efforts have been made to’

-establish the historicity of the Flood

or Noachian Deluge (Gen. 5-8) by

The GOOD NEWS Decermber 1980 .
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2archaeologieal
" acegunt hes probably been one

The Fleod
o4 the
all biblical narra-

means

most assatled of
tives. )
“Thoygh many -critics continue 1o
relegate the story to the realm of
myth, this is more 2 result of their

“refusal to accept the possibiby, of

Amoaseedo Callege Fhato

civing intervention in histefy thdn of
any lack of evidence.

Thick lavers of stit and clay found
i numercus Bubyloman excavations

were unquestionably deposited by

flood waters In some cases. these
lavers of sediment
of carlier cities buried beneath them
— correspund W the ume of the
Flood & demanded by biblical chre
nology Manyv auth s Con-*
s:dcnmm 10 be agueous deposits aid
“down by Noons Bitad inothe 24th

werities th

with the ruins -

< Mesvopotanua (Sumer).

history amp!ly zccounts for the
ment found at other levels
Perhaps even more telling than the
study of floxd depasits is the testimo-
ny of histery as seconstructed forthe
24gh century B.C. Terms and phrases

sedi-

such_as amarchy. destruction. dark
ages, breaks tn continusty and major

population reductions keep crogpping
up for this time pertod  the tme of
he bib xLJ D"iunc

The break between the Egyvption
Old kmgaom and the nise of the
Middie Kingdom s one such exam-
pie, ay 15 the period before the third
dynasty of ancient Lr in southern
The period
between the Eariy Bronze cuiture
and M:ddic Bronze cuiture in Pales-
tine bespeaks the same type of anter-

rumtion CCivihization

suffers an’

century B.C. Critics, on the ather
hand. claim “coincidence.”

At other sites, critics are quick 10

point oul, sediment lavers have been
found dating from time perisds other
than the 24th century. And at some

sites there s a total absence of flood.

deposits at fevels where they should be
found were thc biblical acceunt true.

What these critics fail to recognize

is the snmgic fact that tocal variations

im terram would have naturally left

differing types and degrees of Flood
evidence -- or no evidence at all —
from one site 1o another. In addition,
localized flooding (of the Euphratcs
River, _for exumglc) at other times in

cghpse,\hxsmr\ becomes misty -and’

Jandéfinite, htcagm almost disap-
pears,”’ summarizes archacolognsl
. Kathieen Kenyon.

What clearer evidesfce could we
require for the cataclysmic disruption
the Bible describes? ©

Finally, we should note (ha& an-

cient Flood storics arc)fpund in wide~

spread areas of the globe — including

America. Britain, India, China, Ti-
bet, Kashmir, Polynesia, Greece and
Australia. Almost all races have a
tradition of a major catastrophe very
similar 1n detail to the Genesis
-account! The Sumep pic of Gil-

gamrsll — an ancient flood story on a.
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- uf King Ashurbanipal of Nineyweh

v series of clay ablets from the library

one of the best knewn. Si all
races descended from the sons -of
Noah, it should comie as ro surprise
that they handed the same spory
down to their children. ‘

LY -
More proof -

- ‘Othgr important corroborative diS-

coveries can be briefly mentioned:

* Many critics had sqeﬁed at the

‘asserticn that Joseph shaved before
being presenied 10 Pharzoh (Gen.
41:14) “They asserted that the razor
was pot known in Egypt until many
centuries later. But, as usual. archaeo!-
ogy uncovered proof to the contrary,
« demonstrating that razors were known
in Egyvpt long before the time of
Joseph (the 17tk century B.C.). Solid

Arch: logy has compistely expioded ths
" clsims of disbelieving Bible critice Pholos
accompanying this articie shgw scatterkd
stones and mosaics on the site of Caper-
naum, echoing Chrnist's pred.ct:on thal the
once-busting nternalionsl c:ty wocid fail

#10- mesgalcance (page 20} & mud-Brck -

- ity gate, built about thg time of Abraham

© the wall of the c:ty that Isler Becsme known

8s Dan (page 21). 8 second-cenlury repre-

tajion of the ark o tihe covenant. from a
syfwgoo.:a ‘8t Capernsum (page 22). part of
the excavations at Jerusalem, ghowrg fhe

ing 1 the foreground and, inthe ba
a wal! buiit by the Crusaders (page 5
the Jerusalem diggings near thé ancient Cily
of Dawvrd, with the dome of the Al Akss
Mosque wn the Bsckground (Ihis page).

24

geld and copper razers have been
found in Egypiian ?rba dating &s
¢arly as the fourth m milleanium B.C.
* Al one t:““ ’;;“e 3% kings of
ancignt Israg! and Judah during 1t the

period of the d,vcw monarchy ac"'

known only from the biblical bocks ¢
Kings and Chrenicles. Seme critics
again charged iabricati iep. But then
emerged a large number of cumn

form' records from the excavate
Tibraries of numercus Assyrian Kings.
mentioning ‘many oz'vlhe kings of
Israel and Judagh including Omrl
"Ahab, Jehu, Menahem. Hoshea, Pe-
© kah. Hezekean. jeheahaz. Jehoram
and Jeheshaphat. The biblical record
was agam proved correct. '
¢ The biblical account of
~destruction ef the Egypuan firstborn
on the mght before the Exodus s well

known o even the casua! student of
the Bible. Scripture states, It came
to pass, that at midnight the Lord
smote all the Arstborn in the land of
Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh
that sat on ks throne unto the first-

 borp of the captive that was in the

dungeon™ (Ex. 12:29). -

Archaeology -has revealed that
Thutmgse IV —- successor to Amen-
hotep (Amenophis) i1, pharach of the
Exodus — was nor Amenhotep's
firstbarn nor the heir apparent. He
rather succeeded 10 the throne- after
his elder brother's death — just as
required by the biblical account.

* The destruction of the biblical

the’

uncovered the remas
submerged bergarh t
5

10f1he Dead Sea Ek dr"::..asaiso oo
-bee fourd of an abrupt “cessation oft -
poepulaticn” in the cities — just as €
required by the Bible.

« The Meabic Sm*‘" creatsd a.
veritable sensziion when 11 was dis-
covered in
erecied by
abcut 830 B. C
wars against Omn king “ﬁ\!
Kings 103} As it was writlen
. Moab's viewpeint. there are hatwrally
some variations beiween it and the -
biblicai account. Yet it Avv..;;s,ym;d
extrabiblical evidence of th ¢ veracity

f the book of K;ngs v >
~* The ca_rrrra.gm of Sennacherib of -
Assyria against Judalpis recerded in
11 Kings 18-19 and- Y Ch;onrc&cy 32
_The. biblical acccunt states thal ke
besicged Jerusalem, but’ returned
without taking the city afjer his army
was miraculousiy. d"cs!rmed Senna-
_cherib’s own account of the invasion
“has been found of a clay prism
Though he boasts of numercus cther
victories, he does not claim to have
captured Jerusalem. Again, the Bible

“has been confirmed.

Unerring accutacy . -

Liseraliu gcorcs of addi
covertes of archacology couid be cited .

: _as corroboration of Bible hisiory.

Examples of archy

tionof the Old T
ually ircreasing

* are being made.

~The claims of disbeiieving critics

have been completely expioded’ Ar- ¢

chacology has abuidantly confirmed

Bible history many times over. The

clear message s that we can rely on

he, Bibile record. It is consistent)s
torical in every detail.

The Bibie challenges disbeiieving
_critics 1o prove it false. Many have
tried desperately to do so — and
failed. God's Word cannet be broken
{John 10:35)!

The Bibie is not the kerk of falis-
ble man. ltais not a book of anciens
fables. It is truly the infalitble Word
of God! “Thy woid is truth,” Jesus
declared in John 17:17. Archaealogy
‘has lent its voice in support of this
unassailable fact! ©

logical 1l'us!ra-

tament are contin-

new discoveries
¥
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. accept the O 2T
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iufe 1o :ﬁ;rm

“Fronicallv. to many C‘..m’ ans ihc
O.d Teu'm“em ‘s not an integral part
of ke Hels -Scriptures. They cften
consider i1 arli a collection of Jewish
Werature. Just as ironically, fmost
Jews reject the New Testament and

# oniy consider the Old holy.

As a fesuit of this confusion, the
Jews — whodon't accept Jesas as the
CP‘msl +— gre sull waiting for the
Messizh to come. while many Ch!u.-

tians — who supposedly believe in -

Him — av lenger wait fer Christ's
Second- Coming! No wonder neither
Jews nor Christians, as a whole,
realiy understand the Bible.

“Scriplures’’ defined

F.xeménc the Nc\\ Testament. To
which iprures”
“His amsﬂeu Tefer? W hat™scripture”
did Christ reaq in " the syhagogue
every Sebbath? Wha w‘:pmn did
His disciples useito preach the (Jm‘;tf
- 2fter His dt.}l?§ .md 'esunedmn
What %’zp:h e did the apostle
Peter have in nhind when he wrote
that “no prophety of the scripture is
of any private iterpretatipn.- For the

praophesy came gat in old time by the

The GOOD NEWS  Decemter 1880

did Chrnst .md )

&

kg al ik Mt
ro1 be broken {John 1009 A: the
time He- sm‘ne apne ¢of the
TtaM ;

day w0 C .‘rést
Him and asked what h

o inkernt elernal .afe .
. “Thou knowest the
15, Do not commit

xkneil before
ST D

Pouid do

Honouwr thy
{Mark 1619}
Christ hgre quoled some f the
Ten Commandments These com- -
mandments were givern by God o
Moses —dn the UId Testarment,

Thev ar¢ part of the 'Hniv Scrip-
tures . :
Several vears later, the amiie

Paul, under Gud s m;psmlmm wIe.
“Al sonpiure {5 giver by inapiration
of Gad, ard s profitabie for dactnne.
for repracd. 1ov cersection, for n-

struction n nighiévusness: T‘m' the ,

mar of God may be pesfect, through-
iy furnished Lnte ail gond works™ (11
Txm 317 ;

Agan, wher Paul wrole, ‘!be oaly

0 exialenie was the Old
The New Testament was

“seripluse”
"E'eamwg

k144 'hyw l‘ié! the
ol “Bul contin-
I8y which thou hast
: ast been ansuted of,
knowing of whem thot Rast jearned”
them; And that from a child thos

hast known the Aolv scripruses.

[ERPORRN -

Saly kol e
ORIy a4se 2

Festament' weitings The a
no douh tho) the Od Testament was

Gaod®s inspined Word,
T?:! \'.ﬂ\s' Tevzamem' refers &

they ce«m,.ctc cash ..uh& Thc Bibie
is one book. It cannot be divided.

Chmt !ontold ' : .

H- w many pay attention o the
rumerous refereaces the Ol Testa-
ment makes 1o ©heist, MHas bieth, M

mission. His sufferings and His .
death

When John the Bupust heard’ of
the works of Christ, e sen Him twe
of his own disciples to inguire, “Art
rhos he that should come, o7 do we
ook for another?” (Mat 35-21

How did John the Bam: }
that a- Messiah was fo come? W here
had he rexd about Him? In the
writiags of (hel8ld Testament

The Pharisees and ‘scribes at the
Lime of Christ masted ¢ their knowl-
edge of Scripiure, Huﬁ\.sr they did
nd undersiand 1 Blinded:
were. they dniy expected the Messizh
o eeme in all His glary; &hcg had not
seen — in Seripture —

wouid come as 3 human bc ng to die
for the sins of mankind.

®utice what Christ teld His disci-.

. pies after His death and resgrrestion:

“These are the words which § spakc
usto you, while | was vet with vou?’

1y - *

kat He first o

¥
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H...gg.l. ch'mah :im NMaia-

33 The psalms ¢r sritings “Kethu-
hj ;. Proverds, Job, Song of
, Rut Y. Lamenations, Ec-
' Esther. Dariel. Ezra. Ne-
reniak and Chronicles. .

These. then. are the “Scriptures”
spoken ‘cf by Christ, They form the
entirzts of the Old Testament. The
Apxrspha Wo! inspired by God, is
ait rm,maﬁ\m these three groups. It
never was a part of the Old Teste-
ment canon, {For more information,
why not write for dur free reprint
: D We Have A Complete
; . .
Astounding detalis o

The' pvuphcm ‘of old gave in the
Scriptires astounding ﬁ;wk‘ about
the birth, geath and resurrettion of
Chyist. HdlPe ate a few examples:

Mical foretoid the birthplace of
the Messiah: “But thou, Bethichem
Ephratah, though gheu be Inde -
among the thousands ¢f Judah: pet
out of thee shall he come forth udto

2]

" sie {hai is {0 e ruler in (sresl; whoie

goings ‘rth have been from_of old, ..
from tgriasting” {Mic. M,maﬁm
Man J
thag * Qhﬁ‘i cometh of the seed oF
Bavid, and owt of the town of Be!hie~
, herm” {John 7:42)

David spoke of - the “stone u.huh
the Builders refused' that became:-the
“head stone GB the' corner” (Ps.

“sueriogs and cru

69,

.o Fog AE

1he

io% escritd the
sign of Christ:
vised and rejecied S men:
sorrows. and acquamted
:ef: and we hid as it were obir
om him. ke was despised, and
:ed him rot. Surely ke hath
ur griefs. and carmed our
sarrows  wgl we did esteem him
siricken. s;;m of God. and af-
flicted But Re iﬁa\aeundcd for our
“tranegres¥ions.
iniguities “the chastisement of our
peace was upon® him: and with his
stripes we are healed” {sa. $3:3.§,
see aiso 1 Per. 224). - ’

bsaiah further revegied: “As many
were astonied at thee! his visage was
50 marred more than apy man, and
his form morethan 1he sons of men:
So shallke sprinkle\pany nations; the
kmgs shail shut thei} mouths a1 him:
for tha; which had ndt been Lotd them

The ”c-;::e is
“Heisd
a owan of
“ n}» 9

shall xhcv. sge. and that which they(

had nrot l\csm} shall they consider”
 {Isa. i’mwy L R :
The prophets even foretid tha(’
Ch i, when “thirsty on the. croes.
1d be given vinegar to drink (Ps.
Jr.én 19.29), and that Judss
would betray His Master’ for 30

" pieces’ "of siiver (Zech. 11 l.,. Matt.

26:14-i9).

The sign of Jonsh

Strange 35 it may seem, Chsistian-
ity today rejects the only sign Christ

gaverlo prove His Messiahship. When
asked of

" ¥he sribes and Pharisess'a
Him 2 sign, He Qaswered, “An evil
‘and aduiterous ﬁeraxicn secketh

61 The suapure * vevealed. afma«;gr and there shall no sigh be . come (0 pass, tha' ev
given to it, bui the siga of the prophet
Jonas Fer as Jonas was three days-
and three mights in the whale'd belly:
s0 shall the Sﬂn of man be three days
and three nights in the héart of the
- warth” {Mail. 12:35-40)..

he was bruised for our”

.- bletted out,

-

Jenah iseneaf

ire sea b\ :'*' shi
¢crew, he was swall wc& by a greai
S5k, “And Jeﬁan‘
2"‘2 fish three days and three mights™
{ Sonat }.‘_ ) ’ .. .
anyome gquestions th
¢ Jonah spent in th
Y. Why, then. do mes
iarj reject the very sign .!es s
. gave to show that He Himself wou.a
be buried three days and three
r:,ghas’ R .
Try to count three days and three

© ﬂ

-

mghls béiween Friday afternoon’

{supposedly " thé time of Christ’s
death) and Sunday morning at dawn:
(the presumed time of “His resur-
rection]. It cant -Be done!_Don't
Christians knoy how td count? The
Oid Tcsxmm ‘and .Chiist's Slate-

ment ‘are acu;razc. Christ was déad
for three dm\{s and thfee mights: But
you must Understand-how this time
period is counied. Write hvmur free

bookiet, The Resurrecflm Was Nos.
. on Sunday.

Ols! Testament. confirmed.

" The aostic Peter. upon receiving

the Holy S;pml on ghe day®of Pente-
gaye a powerful sgrmon and

shmwd the people their sins — theirs

.as well as their forefathers’. He also- 1

spoke of prophecies concerning the
. Messiali. “And now;-brethrens F-wot-

" that through. rgnorancc ye did a!‘as .

did aiso your rulers. Bul thase things,

~ which Ged before had shewed by the
that’

mouth_af all his prophets.
- Chrisy, should suffer, he hath so ful-
filled. Repent ve therefore, and be
converted, that yOur sins may be
when the times of .
refreshing shall comg from the pres- .
ence of the Lol . . For Moses truly
said unto the falhcrs .A prophet shall

_the Lord your God raise up unto you.
“af your brethren, like uhtome; him

shall ye hear in all things whatscever
be shall say unto you. And it shall
every soul, which
will nof hear that prophet, shall be
destroyed from among the people.
“Yea, and all the propkeis from Sam-
wel and those that follow after, as
Dmy as have spoken, have likewise
(Conginued on page 31 i
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Mahklnd’s /

Greatest Experlment—

- What Will It Prove? .

'

iy .

Has “science” made )/bu skeptical oj the Bible? For nearly 6, ()00 years men S
have trwté to negate what God says, but their efforts are uterly hopeless.

| atan has deceived the- whole

world .ma would deceive the

' very clect if it were possible
‘(Rw 12:9; M.m 24:24)!.

How?"One way is through scien-
titic .knowledge, falsely so called.

Paul warnud.,,Tnnothy. “0 Timothy,

Reep that which is committed to thy

trust; avoiding profane und vain bab- -

blings! and oppobitions of “sclence
Jalsely-yo called: Which some pro-

" fessing have erred conwrmng thc-,

faith” (I Tim.’6:20-21).

. Scientific knowledge doubics every ,
’ Science has ‘radically

decade.

changcd mankind's way of life and
beliefs. But

- 'se¢ience have

the fruits of
b:cn buth good Jccepung much that calls :tsd(
1] el

: I\ ~An

. By Al L Stout

. rently bcsmwmg on mankind inge-

- niou§ and ugeful technical cupabilities
as well us Weapons of mass destruc-
tion that now threaten to eruse ajl life

. from this planct! Now, with the pool-
ing of scientific knowledge, we may
again be at  time when “nothing will
be restrained from them, which they
have imagined to do" (Gen. ll 6)

The sttitude of sclence

+ Man _l'ooks with awe ut the achieve-
ments of scignce, We expect science

problems. Science has become u veri-

table modern messiah. But in en.

shrining science as a. god — and
tit-¢
wurm has ut-
baulc source |
edge, the
in the Bi-

OV
terly rejected ‘the
-of all trug knuwl-'
rcvcmion‘.of God
| ble. .
alarmmg numbcr

to provide ourtneeds and solve our

| of people today
cansider. the .
- re - incom:

v
.

bles qnd mythology. nproven and4

unprovable by scisncesConsequently,
the Bible has'been vnrtﬁ{xlly banned
from all public. schools in the United
/ States. The major controversy is the
’ conflict between the biblical account
" of ereation and the “scientific” doc-
trine ofvolution.  *
Recently, supporters of the Bible
account (and creéationists “even dis-
agree gmong themselves, not under-

standing what the Bible means) hgve -

o

- begun an all-out drive in couttrpoms, .

clunsrooms and state legnslatu

- adross the natidn.to gain equal time.
for tca;hmg crcauon 8 un explana-
. 'tion Tor the origin of huingin life, v
_ To counter this driVe, the Natiopal -

aehem—hm

“crested. 8 Fund for Frecdom :in AR
Sciente Tmhing ‘to. combat legal.

chal!enges to* ¢lagsroom wetivities.
’ ’Accnnimg to Wayne A. Moyer, exec--

“utive director of. t!ic brgamumm
\“No one is
;_,mn M and §

pauble We

- saying that reli=: "
scientific views -




-t A4 shred of scientific proof™ (“Ncw
1980, p. 81). *
Smgncc has had a clear influenée on

concerned. Satan has mixed truth and

ssitions of scignce falsely so called?
‘ ‘scientists, can. Few scientists accept
. profess beliel in 4 god. o,

" The scientific methdd
The word science (from the Latin

, our society as far as biblical truth is

) “error in education.. Can you discern
between scientific truth and the oppo- -

Very few in this. world, including most -

'

the biblical narrative, though same -

science is probably bbbt summed up\ almighty God, who sdys “Cotne now,
by E. Bnght Wilson in his’ book ‘An  and let us rcason togcthu (Isa.
Introduction to Scientific Risedrch: 1:18). God expects man to think and
“He [the scientist] rejects authority . reason, but how? “If ye be willing
as an ultimate |basis for and obedient, ye shall eat lh(, good of
truth. . ...'Each gencration of scien-  the land: But if ye.refuse and rebel,
tists has to decide for'itself.what it ye shall be devoured with' the sword: 4
will believe” (p.. 21). for the mouth of the Lord hath’
Bt Jesus said, *Full well ye rcject spoken it” (verses 19-20). This is not
the commandment of God, that ye  inductive reasoning, but deductive’
may keep your own tradition” (Mark-*"' Deductive réasoning begins with a
19). . kown law and pn.dicts the conse-
" According to Robert .Lu,trow, di- 'qucrflcu that will arise as a result of
rector. of the National Acronautic , various actions élating to the law,
and Space Administration’s Goddard . ~ God speaks with authority — Heis |
Institute fo\Space Studies and arpro- . the dengcr (Jas. 4:12). He formu-
fessedy agnosic in. theological wnat-  lated and upholds al} the natural laws ™
ters: ‘\‘hcrc M\a kind'of religion in  sciehtists have been able to discover,
Science] it is thé\religion of & person”~  Yet man, in his vanity, has rejected

3
-

.

Battje Ow,r‘ zaching of Evolution,” .
. US. “World Reparl Jupe 9,. -

- the_authotity of the gri Crcator
<God and the. \mowlcdgo He hlas
revenled for man’s benefif in favor of
discovering and deciding dor himself, -~
through- mductwc rouz.omng. what he
“will bchcvc

is about
to complefe’the greatest,
experiment he has
- ever undertaken. ..
v carried out in the
“most scientific mgnner %,
possible. It has been
‘repeated countless times®
- it will yield
thg most concluszvely ~
\proven result ever . .

Rovola}ion roloctod X

~ Adam and Eve, in the Garden of -
‘Eden, rejécted revelation'as the basis
of all -other knowledge. God had
described the blessings they would
receive if they obeyed Him— and
- old them they -would die- if they
disobeyed by takingof the trec of the
knowledge of good d%l evil.
-But Satan appeared in the*form of
a serpent and -began to discredit
God's authority He urged our first

« 7 sclentia — to know) means knowl-
- edge of facts, phenoméng, laws and
+ proximate causes, giined and verified
by exact obsurvat:on. organized ex-

\ periment and ordered thinking
At the heart aof science is the

. scientific method? ‘According to the
-« authors of The, Scientists, published
by Time, lhc., in 1964: “To begin

3

+._of a misnomer.

“*scientific method.” What'is the

with, it should be'noted that the term -
scientific metholl is itself somewhat -
It furnishes no’

. beginning under conditions. in which

‘ discovered by man.
N ! - !

. ) ~ “

-parents to decide for Thémselves what ™
they wanted to believe — to use their

-vious event. This faith is violated by

who believes that every event in the,
universe can be exXplained in a ration- .
al way as the product of some pre-

_phygichl senses alone to try to under- ’
stand how to live. - ..

So Adam and Eve perfol'mﬂi the
first scientific experiment. They 0b-
served and saw the tree was good for
food. They reasoned, wﬁ Satan’s
‘encouragemetit, that- the/frbit would
make them as'wise as God, and -that
they.could then govern themselves.
They - tried the fruit to see if their
hypothesis was correct. Result? They ~

the discovery that the world had a

the known -laws of .physics are not
valid, and as a product of forces we
cannot- discover” (“Have Astron

mers_Found God?#by Robert. Jas-
trow, New Yprk Times Magazine,

detalicd map for explormg the un-
) known, no suréfire prescription for
Y - discovery. It is, rather, an attitude,
and-a philosophy” (p. 51).

warned, “Beware lest any man spoil

‘ you through philosophy and vain

deceit, after the tradition of men,

after Christ” (Col. 2:8)? -
he: “amtude and phxlosophy” of

after the rudiments of the world, and’

o ls it only coincidepce that Paul

June 25, 1978).

The scientific method for discover--
ing knowledge begins with observa-
tions of nature. Observatidns are
grouped together in some hypotheti- -
cal manjer. tp explain cause-and-
effect relationships. Inductive. rea-
soning is used to formulate hypo-
theses, which when verified . may
become scienfific fact or law. .

Contrast this with the Word of

died! And this failure fo accept Gods ~
- Word and live by’it has been the
caiise of every, evil -this world "has.
suffered for the last 6,000 years!
. But’ man has continued to rely on
“science” .alone, and scoffed at God's
. vevelation of knowledge he .cannot
othérwjse obtain. Controversies and
questions about the’ biblical record ..
basically arise because man is‘unwill-
ing to believe what God says.

ot
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tive, based on hypotheses usually not # opment®of
subject to lestmg%;nd scientific proaf.
~Mr. Wilson, explains: “The difficulty
_of testing hypotheses in the social
scicnces has led to an abbreviation of
the scu,nt)ﬁc Mcthod in which this
‘step is ssimply omilted. Plausibie
hypotheses are merely,set down as
facts without further Ado. To a cer-,
tain deplomblu cxteny/this same prac-
tice occurs in megicine as well”
(ibid., pp. 26-27),
The same is tr
geologic history.

pp. 30-31):

wlth God

Sf evolution #hd
‘Most cvents with

difficult and factors other than
chance must be considered” (ibid.,

Human wls';:log;l foolishness -

. Factors other than chance must be
" considered indeed! Theories® of;
science falsely. so called often’ignore
and cven contradict proven natural
laws. The theory that lif¢ could come
* from nonlife was concluswcly dis-
proven, by the famous Frénch scien-
tist, Louis Pasteur. Biogenesis —.that.

':— . I A ) - - P .
L R — R I .
| | ot B 4
' . . ) . . .
. . . _ e 1
N [ ] M . . A
N » ‘ . : .o B .
~ r. Y : . ' -
In fany cases people misinterpret among .xll manner of p,lhcr possible v1ews are ﬁllcd with naivete, falsc- . !
v« the Bible or tacitly accgpt asscrtions  occurrences. Tf, however, the ll'gnod hood and psuudoscncncc " and that of
4> Tthat sciegce itself has not proven.  of time involved was short or bfhited,  John W. Patierson, an engineering . ,
- Several afeas of science are specula-  the problems of cxpl.nnmg the devel-  professor at lowa State Umversny ' o

he universe become more  “Committed reljgious believers in

- general, and_creationists in particu-,
lar, are thé enemies. of higher educa-

. © + tipn becauscrthey cannot. seek an .
honee.li critical inuiry into nature. .
They must be drawn into open and -
highly visible confrontation with ca-
pable scicntists who will candidly -
.expose them and their views for what-

+they really are™ (U.S. News & World
Report, June 9, 1980, pp. 80-81). .

God challenged Job's vanity when |, . " |
He usked him, “Where wast thou’

when | laid the foundations of the
earth? Decldre, if thou hast under-- R

"y, whigh gu.olqagnst deal were not direct-
Yy witnesse recarded by anyonc v N
[cxccpt the Jiblical reqord of Noah's

.Flood, which scientists 8o not acccpt]

" and cannat’ be ‘repeated at our conve-
..~ nignée ‘like a chemical experiment.
"2 "For this feason, tﬁ

scigntific proof mklvmg expefnmcms

"~ thatecan be%cpeatéd a;\(\l mathemati-

_cally” analyzed are not”applicable”

(Ejsennals of Earth History, by -
-+ William Stokes, 1960, p. 5).
: “If the facts™are not sufficiént to
Justlfy immediate and positive ans
swers, the investigator may\have to-
subsututc a theory-or. ‘educated
guess’ until hdditional information is _
- discovered” {(ibid., P 3) Unfortu-
fately; *many- of lhese theoties and

Why has God a[lowed
man zb ‘g0 hzs
¢ usual methods of oy n \va
his-own knbwledge,
set up hzs awn laws.
and govern-himself?
"It is not God's:.
: desire that men suffer. ..
. He is allowing man to. '
" taste for himself the
frwts of obedience

standing.” Job could only reply, “Be-
hold, 1 am vile; what shall I answer
thcc"" (Job 38:4, 40:4). v
God warns those who would trust '
in human wisdom: *‘Let. no man.
deceive himself. If any man ameng -
you secmeth to be wise in this world, -~
let him became a fool, that hemaybe . -
wise. For the wisdom.of this world is , o
foolishness with God. For it js writ- ~ - = -*
ten, He taketh the wise ifi their own o
craftiness.  And agairf, The Lord. .
knoweth the thaughts of. the wise, :
that they»are vam Therefore let no
"« manuglory in men” (I Cor. 3:18-21). "
-“For the wrath of God i8 tevéaled.
from heaven dgainst. all ungodliness . SR
and_unrighteousness of men, who - S

1* “educated guéss,cs * become accepged - or disobedlence. S ‘hold\ [suppress] the truth in unrigh- b
J  gsfactandafeeven taughLas\such n- : teoushess; Becayse | tlmuxhwh mai ?Qv,ﬁ; -
schools. = . ¢ N knywn of God ismanifestin them; - B

The fact is, accordmg to, Mr
_Stokes: “They [scientists] had o -
" decide .whetHer the physical world
-had originatéd in-its entirety within.

. the very short time span suggested by
Genesis [a m|§|merpretat|6n of>Gen-
ésis 1:1-2] or had required a much
larger period. . . The idea [of unifor-
mitarianism — thdt natural fortes
prcscmly working can explam the ' withoutaC
pasl[ emergey -as a,x’ea\ctlon agamsl . mtel‘hgcncc

————the-tite-honorcd-and -almest univer- ——an-alternative

sal belief tRat the earth aadfffs physi-

cal features are products of myste-

ports it.

. wation and Noah’s Fldpd] *
“Since an infinite vanety of things
" -could [presumably] have happened in
an-infinity of time, some thinkers
were led [not U .scientific ‘fact or
proofs] to believe that man and his
world are merely chance occurrences

"

History in

The GOOD NEWS -December 1980 ' .

life comes only ffom living things «— _
Became - recognized -4s a law. Yet

. evolutionists do not accept biogenesis
as a-lay,. despite the fact that all
scientific research and ev:dence sup- .

Sqenugt) -and* ph’llosophers con-
cede that with the existing. laws, it
would-be impassible for life to begin

sis” that says
into -existeniCe until after matter
rious and supernatural events [cre- . bccamc organized, by chance pro--
cesses, to higher levels i in some step-
wise. fashion.

Fhe biased attitude of many‘sucm (Rum 1:18-22, 28) ‘ " T
" tistd i¢ reflected in the statement of o o .
Norman_Newell, a palcobiologist at Maq s greatest oquﬂmont L ?

the ‘American Museum of Natural

r Gbd hath shewed it unto them. =
For the invisible things. of bity from -
the Creation of the world are clearly .

', that are made, even his cternal power ,.,.

and Godhead; so thay thiey are with- ’

out excuse: Because that, when they -

knew God, they glorified him not as

God, neither were thankfdT! but

became vain in their imaginations,

Howcvcr, they pro , and their-foolish heart was darkened.
matenahmhy he-—- Professing themsclves to-be wise; '
e laws. did not come liey bécame fools... And even as ~ ' -

reator or greater pgwer or

they did not' like to retain God in

theit knowledge, God gave them over 0
1o a repmbaw mind, to do those
things ‘ which ape not convement

New York, “Creationist

« Man is about: 10| complet¢" the
preutest “caperiment| he' has yver -+
’ . g

seen, being understood by the things - . 1.



K] Y
- imdertpkeg.

" cated and*grandiose_ than all medical .

. research, goologic studies and spacc
~. ° programs put together. This experi-
L ! | ment has been ¢drried out in the most
o o © Yscientific manner possible. It -has

- -3\ been repeated Countjess times in .
" \completely random fashion,’ genera- "~

~éxperiment is finished, it will yield
‘ i the. most Lonqlusm,ly proven resit
N ‘ LY, ever discovgred, by man.

fouftd#y “affected -eVery-man;-woman.-
and'child who ever lived. Countless
P v? rsuhdve been waged and \Inuluplc .
: * -+ milliops mufilated- or; killed ]
purposc ‘of tcsung the basic- hypothe.
- sis'of this experiment. Millions more -,
R have died from famine and pestilesfce -
¥ o .7 “*for thé suhe reason, not to,mentignt.
' the crimes, upset livesy brokcﬂ homes -
-and other - untold mlsenes rc‘sultmg
_ i : from it. The résults.have alwaysibeett ,
" P the same, yet plans are now in molign -
: ) ' s >.,\ for the grand findle —the epn(p\e of
T § b gt experimenty, as the final a tcmpt
B - heo o prove the ofiginal hypothesis,’

Pl .

s

_ . T M d s gregtest experiment has
. R R been the tfempt to prove that God is -
. ! wrong — that His laws and Word are

riot valid. The same lic Satan foisted
on Adam aggd Eve. But 6,000 years of
.research_an 'expcnmcmauen -have
.proven. the opposite = the’ results’
have always been j'ust as God said
they: would. What greater scientific

3 e ' >\'

It.is far more so'phmt- :

- : ~ lion after g«,ncralxon By the time this -
“This.colossal experiment has pro-' '

Jor the’ <

' proof of God’ Word could thcrc bc .

“ " than 6,000 years of human” experi-

encc" Yet Paul 'warned® “that in the
Iast “days perilous times shall
come. . ..« men shall be...Ever’
lcarning. ‘and pever able 1o comesto
“the knowlcdgc of the lrulh" (H Tim.

3122,

Why)\las God allpwed man (o ga
his own way — to produce his own

- knowledge, set up his own laws and

govern himself? 1t is not God's desire
that mensuffer. But tq prodyce righ-
teous, godly character, He is allowing
man to taste-for himself the fruits of
obedicnce or digobedience. “Sce, |
have set before theg this day life and
good, and death and evil . . . therefore
choose life, that both thou and thy
seed may live” (Deut. 30:1% 19).

* God wants men tochoose obetlience

 (Peut. 5:29).

There are-two ways 10 prove God's.
Word One is to believe and obey it,
*and’ enjoy the promised blessings.
~The other way is to reject and disobey
. God's Word, and suffer the conse- -
" quenees. Sadly, mankind in general,
deceived by Satan, has chosen lhc

-second .rm.thod .

Proving lruo nclonco
“" How can we ‘discern trye. science

gives the key: “Thou tffrough thy
commandments hast made me wiser
than mine enemigy: for they are aver
,with’me. .} have fhore understanding

from scienc e)alsely 50 t?ed’ David

- than all-my-teachers: for-thy testimo-, -~ 11:3). God's- Wox‘¢says, “The secret’ . . - »L"..

nies age my medltauon | inderstand
more’ Lhin tbe dqcmnts because 1
keep precepts Through‘thy
ﬁtes:epts i, g6t underslandmg the
fore 1 hate every falsé'way”
119:98-100,-104). “
And in P$alm 111218, " 'l‘he ‘fear of
. the Lord is the beginning of wisdom:.
2 gpod-undersianding have all 'they
that do his colymandments.” ,
God’s Word truth (John L7:17).

Al truth. bcgms with God, wht made .
— alt-things: ~Trueseience -does vnotw*honour of -kings-is to search-out-a— - ——
" gonflict. [with God's Word."In fact.,,'

true science’ Gorrob“,trates ,substan-

tiates and further proves God's -

Word,:

Science bcgm.s wnh the observa-

. tion of seleated ‘parts “of nature.

‘Scientists mcrely discover gnd’de- .
scribe what God ‘made, and define the
- physical ldws He set in- motion. A
botanist observes ‘amd desenbes.

)‘ _;

plants.
‘search out Knowledge concL;mng
cncrgy and’ matter. But it is God who
made and upholds tHe Jaws.
Scientists can describe what God

"has created, but not how, when or
_ what the universe was createtl from.

Mr. Stokes adifiits, “Geologists cannot,
conclusively verify by experiment. of
prove by observation their cohclusions
regarding the age of the earth™ (Es-
sentials of Earth Hisiary, p. 11). .
Mr. Jastrow concurs: “The scien-

tists’ pursuit of the past ends in the

moment of creation. Who or what put
the matter and energy into the uni-
verse? Was the umvers&rcnted out
of nothing, or was it gathered

. together out of prccxisting'mau.ré-

. 'als? ... sciencé cannot answer these |
quesuons Now. we would liki to=
pursue_that inquiry further back im
time, but the barrier seems ipsur-’

mountable. For the scmnlnsi who has

lived by his faith® in the power of
reason, the story ends like a bad.
dream. He has scaled the mountains

of ignorance; he is able to eonquer the
‘highest peak; as he pulls himself over
“the final rock, he is greeted by a band ~

of theologians who have been §itting
there for centuries” (**Have Astrono-
mers Found God?").

Paul ‘explains, “Through faith we
understand that the worlds were

* framed by the word of God, so. that

‘things which are seen were not made
of things which do appear” (Heb.

things belong unto the Lord our God:
‘but those_ things which are revealed
belong unto s and to our ¢hildren for
. ever, that wé may do all the words of
lhls law™ ¢(Deut. 29:29). ’
"Solomop, one of the wiseste men

: who ever lived, expended all his ener--

gy “to segk and search out by wisdom .
concerning all things that are dome

_«under hc,aven" (Eccl. 1:13). In his

. o PO
V o »~ A ) |
‘Chemists an physicisls o F

. préverbs he noted, “It is-the glory of -

.God to conceal a thing: but the

matter” (Prov. 25:2). -

. Solomon ¢ffered th conclus:on 0() .l

, the whole matter — the basis of true
~ science and successful living: “Fear
God, and keep his' commgndments:
for this is the whale duty of man. For
God shall bring every work into judg-
ment, with évery secret thing, wheth- o
er it be good, or whether it be ewl"
(EceLlZ 13-14).
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7 Old Testament
) X (Coh!inued"fror;z page 56) '

foretold ofthese days™ (Aclc 3:17-19,
22-24).
i Once again the writings of the ‘old

not be broken — confirm the coming
.of the®Messiah.

scholar Gamaliel. bitterly persecuted
- Christians before his conversion.
However, Christ opened his under-
standing, and thus began a new life
for Paul. He surrendered -totally to’
Christ and consecrated his whole life
toproclaiming the Gospel: “But Saul
igcreased the more in strength, and
confounded the Jews which dwelt at
Damascus, proving that thls is very
» Christ” (Acts 9:22). :

But what were the Scriptures he
used in order to convince the people
— Jews as well as gentiles? The
books of the Old Tcstament of
course. .

_Later in his life, Paul.at Rome..

i3 #‘expounded and testified the king-

dom of God, persuading them con-
cerning Jesus, both out of the law of-
Moses, and out of the prophets, from
K ‘morning tdl evening™ {Acts 28:23).
Did yoy catch that? Paul preached
the Gospel from the books of the law

writings of the prophets, and ex-

i *f""*plamcd to' the- gentﬂes ]I}St -what the~
Kingdom of God is. Fhroughout his

ministry, he used the same *“holy’

scriptures” — the books of the Old

Testament — to prove that Jesus.
Christ is the foretold Messiah.

In Thessalonica, three Sabbaths

- ‘comsecutively, he * ‘reasoned with

them olt of the scriptures, Qpening

S
e
g and alleging, that Chirist must needs
1 - have suffered, and risen again from -
l
}

+ the dead: and that this Jesus, whom |

+.  predch unto you, ls Chrlst“ (Acts
R 25 ) .

o Remember that at the time of

. these teachings, the New Testament

{ .- did not yet exist. Not only Paul but

~ alsgall the other apostles and disci-

ples tised the books of the Old Testa-

ment to prove tRgt Jesus is the

Christ: “And a certain Jew named

e

quent man, and mighty in the scrip-
_ tures, came to Ephesus. . And he "

The GOOD NEWS December 1980

. Testament — the Scripture that can-

The' apostle Paul, who was taught -
2 at the [fect of the famous Jewish

of -Moses (the Pentateiich) and ‘the "

Apolios, born at Alexandria, an elo- ~

- ‘ \'
“.1 Y

began to speak boldly in the syna-
gogue: “whormr when Aquila and Pris-
\cxlla had heard, they took him unto
them, and expounded unto him' the
way of ,God more perfectly. A

when he was disposed to’ pass into
~-Achdia, the brethren wrote, exhort-'

ing the disciples to receive him: who,

. when he was come, helped them

much which had believed through
grace: For he mightily convinced the
Jews, and that publicly, shewing by
the scriptures that Jesus was Christ™.
(Acts 18:24, 26-28).-

One has to be blind not to scc-thesc
truths revealed in the Bible! Howev:
¢r, humanity as a whale is blind,

- because ‘men have cut themselves oﬂ;‘.
from God. They have turned away"y

“from His teachings. They continue to |
reject the authenticity and the ai-

" thority of the Bible — both thc Old

and New Testaments, -

Afl’&ld to be convlncod?

- - B
For moré than 45 years, this Work -
has been proclaimifg that Jesus
. Christ — tlie Messiah, the Anointed
‘One prophesied in the Old Testament
-— will soon return to estabhsh God -
Kingdom on earth. ~

. At His first coming, He ‘had another .

mission. He came to dic for-our sins and
to- proclaim the good ‘news of God's
conting government on.earth. This is

. whatthe “scriptures” réveal — both the
Old Testament and the New.

Arg you beginning to see-that lhé\

~OldTestament“is a5 much-a part of -
the inspired Word of God as is the
MNew Testament? To merely believe
the /B;blc is of little value, unless you
live by-its teachings. A true Christian
lives by “every word that progeedeth
out of the mouth of God” (Matt,

"4:4). And gvery word' means every -

word — 'that is, the whole Bible,
including all of the bool\s -of the Old
Testament.

Be honest with yourself and exam-
ine your beheTs’ Are theyin harmony
~with the ‘Biblg's teachings? Afe’ you ~

persuaded that Jesus Christ — your.

‘Lord and Savior — is truly the
promiséd Messiah of whom- the
prophets of old, as well as the law and
the, writings, have spoken, and who
will soon return. to
Kingdom on-earth?

wake up! His coming may catch you
- by surprise — and ynprepared! o

“path” {Ps. ll9le§)

e)abllsh His

If you are nat, it’s high time to

Bible Infallible?

{Continued from page 9) * -
scientists perform, the more they are .
forced to admit that what the Blblc
says is true.

The Bible is true not only scxcnuf
lcally bui historically. Again, though
the B)bh: is not a history book, what-
ever is mentioned as, history in the
Bible is-afways true.” >

For exampte. a few decades ago
skeptics doubted the very existence

. of anciesit cities such as Nineveh and
‘Sodom. But archaeologists have un- -
cotered abundant 1¢mm0ny to prove

that - those ancient cities actually

: exigled, just as the Bible said thcu-
| sands of yc.nrs ago.

Bible Iﬂ!allible.?

Is the Woi'd of God infallible? it
_ certainly is.

Christ said; “Heaven and earth

shall pass away, but my words shall -

not pass away™ (Mat. 24:35).
Through the centuries, many have

tried — unsuccessfully — to discred-. .

it or-destroy the Bible,.**But the word
of the Lord cndureth for ever” (I Pet.
1:25). '

Just how 1mportam is the Word of .

, va — the Bible — in God's eyes? *

We' know -that God is very con-
cerned about magnifying and protect-
ing His name: “Thoy shalt not take
the name of the Lorg thy God in vain:

 Tor the Lord will ndt hiold Him gullt-

{ess that taketh hls name’ |n vain”
(Ex.20:7).

But"God is even more. Jealousa

concerning,His Word than He is His

own name! “For. thou [God] hast

magpnified thy word .above all thy

. name” (Ps. 138:2). R .
Of what-real value is this Word of

God? Why has ‘God given it :to-

men?
: %avnd said, “Thy word is a lamp 3

unto my feet,'and a light unto my -

brilliant lamp, this world would, _‘hyl
total darkness. 1t is only throu; 1

"light of God’s infallible Word that
man can ever come to know who he

is, where he came from, what is his

. ultimate destiny and how_ he'is to ,
attain that incredible potential.

Let us all thank the great God for

~ the precious gift o!' His infallible
- Word'

0w _

. Without that
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By Rodenck C. Mereddh

Mos ' people a}pnt beheye the Bible is mspx;ed L‘cm you be absoiutely sure”
the szle speaks with d:vme authoruy7

B,

>

o, .

o -“_'Wherr Jesus tad emtted”
Nt ’ thesé.sayings, the pedple
‘ were “astonished at his

doctr e: For he taight them as one
havmg authority, dnd* not as the
cribes)’ (Matt. 7:28- 29).

Either Jesus had the awlhomlv
. from. God to set I'orth His revdiue
?,, tionary teachings, or else" He perpey -

human hlslory,lalnvolvmg tlifc \

ter:d ohe of the most colossal fr4pds' .

SUDSREEAS SR} P

TN Ce

ﬁ“ﬁcpnon of mosrof the” Western;

Christian-professing world, He did.,

. not claint merely to tell us aboul 1he
right way of life. He said, "1 am the
= way, the truth, and the life: no m\?m

. th unio the Fa(h_;‘;r but by mc"‘
N (Jq T4: 6)
- What sipreme egonsm for amanto

say such things -— unless they are true!
And wHiat about the book that coataing
-gll these'shocking statements?

",'

- Yesus referrpd-t the Biblé s “the

sigiptarés” and tbld men to “Search”

the scriptures .- ."they art’ they
.-which testify of me” (John 5:39),
Again, Jesus said, *“Man shal] not live..

~ by.bread alone; bat by c\’ery word

“that proceedeth out of the mouth of
-God™” (Matt. 4:4). Later, the’ apostle
" Paul dcclared, “All scripture.is given,

3:16). An

The GOOD NEWS Dé:cquef 1980
4 . . Lt L -

by 'i'nSpi_njz:Edn" of  God” {1l Tim.;

R

Peter i.nsl.r,uc}ed Chris- -
A ‘

)




oy

N -
oy

L e
N

tians to heed-the “sure word of
"prophecy™ (I Pet. 1119). )

There is much’ compelling evi-
dence that the Chyistian Bible Was
and is inspired of the great Greator

.« Ged who governs the universe, and "
+who in this” Book is revgaling to

1

~

. mankind divine truths Lthat &

Id not
-be learned any other way. Here is an
examination of some of that evi-
dence.

Only the Bible revoals God and
His pian .

thcrqglyggthoushnds of dnffcrcm
“religious books™
aboug<spjritual truths, spirifual’

Cpoweis and correct ways -of living.

Many. moreappear every year, )
! xhese is and always has been
only orie Book _that speaks wub the
authority of God “— that reveals and
describes the details olycreation, and
of His plan and purpose for all man-
kind. - -
The Bible details the creation of
fnag ‘and the purpose behind man's

création. Paul wrote: “For the*invis-

ible things of him from the creation

" of the world are clearly seen, being

uhderstood by shc things that ‘are
made; -even his efernab power and
. Godheud; so ‘that they are without
excuse™ '(Rom, 1:20).-*The vast,
orderly creation with its intricate and
unchanging laws of gravity, inertia
and ‘acrodynamics demgnd a great
Creator, Designer and Lawgiver. _

It didn't jusy .happep by. blind
c)lance' . ’
Furthermore, enly the Blb!e re-
veals the purpose: for man and his
Qreatlon “Let us make marg,n‘ our -
image, 'alter our likengss: and let -
them have dominion” (Gen. 1:26).

Man was made like God, in limited <

fashion, and is the only creature given
God-ligk "potential: ‘a mind with
which to reason, creative lmaglnauon
"and the abiity 1o’ discern right from
wreng amongmhcr things.

purport to tell us -

\ describing this creatiod is rhe Bible.
No othgr-book evén comes.close to
revealmg the answers to how' we got
here, why we were bofn and® where’
we' arg headed. .

MRS

_ Detaijed, accurate propifecies

In a unique manner, the Bible sets
forth scores of specific prophecies
affecting the major peoples, natjons
and cities of the world. We will have
.roony 1o discuss only a few of these

astounding Bible predictions here.

‘Leroy Neff delalls some others in an
accompanying article in, this issue.\
Herbert W. Armstrong in his..

remarkable book, The United States
and Britain in Prophecy,. highlights
one of. the greatest prophecies of all
‘time .— dglails given-thousands of
. years in; advance, as to T\(bw and why

the United States and Britain rose to -

" world supremacy within the last two
“centuries, and why thisfational pride
" angd power is béing taken away ln a
continuing/national declirie!; .
Only a great God, shrough Hxs
inspired Word, could forctell and
then brifig to pass- the ‘events de-
scribed, in these Bible prophecies!
ne stnkmg series” of prophecies,
wvmten hundreds of year$ ahéad of
“time, concerns the coming of Christ
and His purposé in living as a human
on earth.
In Genc&us 3 IS we find the ﬁrst
hint of the promised: “seed” of the
‘woman, who was to. copquer Satan;

-As tarly as Genesis 4:1.7,.God- md;-L —

cated that He wanted a blood sacri-
fice* *- the slaying of,an animal — -
‘pointing to-Christ’s sacnﬁcelas the
*lamb of God.™ For *“the lifé' ¢f the .
flesh is in the blobd ... for it is the -
blood that maketh an atonement for
thie soul™ (Lev. 17:11)]

Then, nearly 2,000 years before
. Jesus was born, Absaham showed that
‘Ke was willing to offer his qnly legiti-
mate son as a sacrifice (Gen: 22:1-12).
Thls dramatic event- prefigured what

Man is to dcvslop these, God»hﬁe A was to happcﬂ to the promised Son of

capacmcs grow in grace’ ahd in
knowlodge (l[ Pet. 3:18), overcome
hyman nature through qus help

, and finallyto qualify to rude wit Ged

~and Christ -ovér all creation \(Rev.:
2:26, Heb.-2:6-10). -

Paul says that vain men w?xb ject
the simple, obvious truth are foolg —
often,.today, “educated fools” (Rom.
1:22). Yet the only book thoroughly

.,,
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God. Just as Abraham, the “father of
the f.mhful gav¥® Isaac, his “'son of
promise.” God the Father was to give
. His Son for us all.

Remember the mo_mcmous events
surrounding Israet’s exodus from
Egypt (Ex. 12)? Literally millions of
Israelites prophetically - preenacted
what would happen to the Messiah
nearly l ,500 years later. Each house-

hold set aside an unblemished male

lamb. On the 14th'day of Nisan, the‘\:«'M ’

killed it and poured out its blood/hr
“was. called “the Lord’s. passovcr
. (verse 11}. And'if they were “under
the blood” of this Passover lamb,
they would be spared fromsthe death
penalty (verses 12-13). .

~
Isn’t it remarkable that God - ="

* caused an entire natiop to act out

1,500 years in advanc!&hc details of _
the commg sacrifice of His Sdbn — -
the "perfeét, unblemished Lamb of
God- whose blood was also “shed.on -
Nisan 14 to pay the death penalty fqr
‘all mankind? - -

‘The prophet Isaiah revealed that

- Jesus would have “no form Jior come-
lingss; and . .- thege is nor bcauty that
we should desnre him™ (Isa” 53:2).
Seven Hundred years later, Matthew
points out that Juydas hdduto kiss ™

- Jesus so that Ihe Jewish.leaders,com-
ing to-arrest him would know who He
‘was (Matt. 26: 48),

Isaiah also-described how Jesus.
would not answer His dccusers (lsa.
53:7), how He was not kept overnight
« -biit rather given a rushed, illegal, trial
(verse 8), how He would be pdt in a
wealthy man’s sepulchre (verse’ 9)
and even How in dymg He would
make “intercession for the transgres-
sors™ (verse 12). Note the striking
fulfillment in Luke 23:34, “Then said
Jesus, Father, forgive them!’ for they

know not what they do.”

- Fhe vivid description of Jesus” suf-
—fenngs set-forth in Isaiah 52and 53 - ;
* degonstrate, again, that the supreme

God of heaven and earth is speakihi
’ through the ijle' ’
- “As many were astdnished. at h
‘— his*'appeidrance was 'so ma
.beyond. human semblance, and hls
form beyond that of the sons\of men”
{Isa. 52:14, Revised Standard Vers |
sion). John's gospel describes the
horrible beating Jesus received the
Passover morning: “Then Pilate
“therefore took- Jesus, ahd scourged

K\j L.

- ow

&

-shim. And-the soldiers platted s crown - - .

of thorns, and put it on his head., and
- they put on him a purplé robe, Angd
said, Hail, King of the Jews! and they
smote him with their hands” (John
“19:1-3). * .

More thas,200 years after Isaiah,
Z;chanah forctold how Jesus would *
be betrayed for 30 pieces of- silver,
and that thjs blopd money would be

" thrown down in the Temple and

-

)
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eventually used t0 buy a potter’s field

~ (Zech.11:12-13). Eive hundxed years
later, Judas dnd the Jewish priests

did -exactly that with the money

_ pledged for Jesus’ betrayal (Mau

27 3-8). T
Dozens of nien, in different times

and different places, set forth intri-

cate details of the coming birth, life
and death of the promised Messiah.
An entire nation acted out yearly the
mode of His death, and did it on the
exact date his death would take place,
nearly 1,500 years in advance.

Could anything but*the direct

inspiration .of God account for all:

1his?

Blb!e promiﬁc

Throughout the Bible are promls%
- that ‘are binding, on the great God

' ‘“who.inspired this Book — if we do

our part!
Jameg. 5:14- 1S states: “ls any sick
among you? let him call for the efdc
. of the church; and let them pray over
him, anomlmg him with oil in the

heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room cnough
to receive it” (Mal. 3:10).”

God challenges us to “prove’ * Him
in this matter — to faithfully dog{g'
part in a right attitude — thén
witness His promised blessing.

——After 28 years in the ministry, 1
can truthfully say that I have seen

God keep that prpmise again and
again. He does bless us physically and

;:ﬁnanCJally if we put Him and

ways first, including obedience to thc

" law of tithing.-

name of the Lord: And the, prayer of °

faith shall save the sick, and the Lord
shall raise him up;,and if he have
committed sins, lhcy shall be fofgiv-
¢n Rim.” .

Literally thousarids of you -Good -

© News ers can personally vouch
,,ferﬁg:::hentncuy of that promlse,

. as 1 can also. .
o . e all our longume ministers,”}
" have b&n personalllf Pﬁ‘ﬁmntcﬂ with
S v

. dozens of people w

uinely healed in resposse to-fervent
prayers claiming God’s biblical

lie been gen-

promises 1o heal. And 1 have read

many of the hundreds.of letters from
. all over in response to the anointed
cloths.{see AGts 19:11-12) Mr. Arm-
sirong sends out for healing the sick.

hese letters describe in thankful,

glowing terms how God has heard the °

.priyers of His servant and has healed -

people from every concelvable discase
and sickness.

~ If the vital truth of God 5 promise

"to heal js new to you, be sure to write

o i}nfnediately.for Mr. Armstrong’s

e

qye -opening hooklet,
'éth About . Healmg
od . also promises to bless the
fmthful tither: “Bring ye all the tithes
into the storchonsc, that there may be

meat in mine house, and prove me

now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts,
if T will not open you the windows of

3

The Plain .

- God’'s

Also, most people don’t rcallzc that

~ 6ur Creator hgs promised that- godd

results will come if we follow His
instructioas for properly training our

“children. Notice, “Train up a child in

v

There is much compelling
-evidence that the
Christian Bible was and -
is inspired of the
great Creator God .- .
who in_this
" Book is reveabng to

mankind dtvme truths that

could not be :
learned any other-way. "

theway heshould go:and when heisold,
ke will not depart from it” (Prov. 22:6).
Over the years, | have noted that
those who consisiently follow God’s,
method of childrearing, always get
good resuits. Their children may not

i bq perfect, but they will be so miuch

better, off than the ayerage youth ine
our degenerate society, that the dlf—

. ference wi}l be obvious.

Even then, a young person may

lapse for a-few yeass.in his apprecia- ‘

tion of the approach and the way of .

- life loving parents.have instilled in .

him. But even if he departs somewhat
from the' straight ‘path for a few years,
God promises, “When he is ofd, he
will not depart from 'it.” Tramlng

yo! dren to follow bod s laws -
will pay in the long run.

iaws and \uyn -

“ In a sense, all God’s laws have
promises tonnected with them, as the

.examples above show. And God Him-

self stands directly behind all the
laws and tcachmgs of the Bible! This

~ Book shows the hand of God’s inspi- -

ration because it reveals to mankind

from any other sotirge, or ‘would not,
legrn until it was too_ late to avoid
disaster.

The applxcauon of God's laws of
sanitation finally stopped the Black
Death of the Dark Ages. The Black
Death was estimated to have taken
the lives of one out of four persons‘in
the 14th century alone! Many histori-
ans feel it was the worst disaster ever

' rccordod in human history. ~ -

* What finally turned the tide
agamst this dreaded plague?

The procedures came from Levit-
Acus 1346: “All the days wherein
the plague shall be in<him he shall

be defiled; he is unclean: he shall _

dwell aloné; Without the camp shall
rians credit the Bible for the dawn-
ing-of a.new era in eﬁ'u:ctive disease
contrgl. .

“THe laws agamsl leprosy in Levit-
icus 13 may be regarded as the first
model of a sanitary legislation. . . " As
_soon as the European nations saw that
the application of Scriptural quaran-

tine brought leprosy under contml.“
they applied the same . principle
against the Black Death. The, results

were equally spectacular and -mil-

“lions of lives were saved” (from None
.of Thesc Smmﬂ.by S.L McMillen,

M.D.)."
Astonishing? It shouldn t be.
But for_ptople who think that the’

- Bible is a collccnon of mere - reli-

gieus traditions, myths*dnd senti-

mentalities, eéxciting examples such
-as these should prove particular

instructive.-Not only in the realm of

the **hereafter,” but here and  now, |

our willingness to do_exactly what
the «Bible says can spell the differ-
ence between life agd death. For the

Creator, the Supreme Mind of the
universe, is the direct Author of¢the

Holy Bible. And He tells us in this
Word, “To this man_ will 1 look,

even to him that is poor and of a

contrite spirit, and tremblgth at my

. word” (Isa. 66:2).

We can da,so with an cver~growmg
faith and abounding coifidence in
Him -who
books:. O

gave us the Book of
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T ou don’t have to be a scholar
to prove that the Bible is

inspired. You don't need to be

_an expert in the Greek or Hebrew:

languages. It isn’t necessary to spend -

‘|- hundreds of hours in historical or -
- | archaeological research. -

Don't misunderstand! These tools

are useful. in fine tuning unclear
passages or supponmg biblieal

claims. But there is a more practical, -

.down-to-carth way to absolutely

prove 1o yourself. that the Bible is the

. authoritatjve Word of God. All it

takes is prayer and a simple, real

faith in the living God who stands_

behlnd His Word.

Tho Importanee of prayor .
How can prayer prove the. Bible?

" God methodically and accurately -

thought His Word out even before
He created the world or man. He
knew long before how He would

hagdle every situation {hat would
- anse - '" -

Before He made man, God,as~
sumed the responsibility of taking
care of man’s needs. Jesus assured

| His disciples,. “Your Father know-
-1 ath what-things "ye have need of],

before ye ask him™ (Matt. 6:8).
This provision “for man's needs ‘is
reflected in the Bible's promises.
God repeatedly challenges us to try
Him. to test Him, to unquestlonably
prove that His Word is absolute
(Mal. 3:10). He says to “Prove all
things: hold fast that whith is good
(! Thess. 5:21).

As we act on God's "Word 2 as we
pray and receive answers — we{will
experience that God's Word is true.

The Bible works because God infuses-

His power to make it work. As God
said in lsaiah 55:11: “So shall my

word be that goeth Torth ut of my

mouth; it shall not réturn unto me
void, but it shall accomplish. that

.

-

By thhard Rxce

which | please, and it sha}l'prosper'in
the thing whereto I sent' i1.”

There is power in the Word of God
and His “excccding,great and pre-
cious promises” (Il Pet. 1:4). The
inspiration of the Bible is proved by
God making His. prom‘is«s come ‘to
pass! .-

And whether God is fulﬁlhng
prophecy or answering our personal

; graycrs the principle is the same. The

ible’ sinspirations being proven.
. If God can foresee thousands of

-yearsin advance and mak¢ prophecy
“comie 1o pass, then surely He is able -
_ to see intd our personal futures for

one day, two weeks or three months.

And He can make our requests come

to pass in the same way He makes
prophecy stand.

Prayer moids, us

Prayer is important in proving lhc
Bible's inspiration for the direct, per-
sonal effect it can have on’us» God

literally uses our prayers to help us

develop His mint and attitude.
Research indicates that man’s
speech and thought emanate from the

.same center. So when a person prays,

he activates- hi¥ thinking processes.
(Try speaking without. thinking, .and
you will understand howthe principle

works)) When a person believes the

Bible and prays with all his heart,
God’s.thoughts enter and work in his
mind. The human mind becomes
saturated, with God's mind:

““That the God of our Lord Jesus.

Chrisi the Father of glory, may’ nge

unto you the spirit of wisdom and
revelationsin the knowledge of him:

The eyes of your undeystanding being
enjightened: that ye mhay know what
is thé hope of his calNpg¢ dnd what
the riches of the glory df his \mhen-
tance in’ the saints, And awhat is the
exceeding greatness of his power to
us-wardtwho believe, according to the

'L Recelve'” .

working of his mlghty power" (Eph
1:17-19).

It's a marvelous process Prayer
turns on power in the mind. It allows
‘God's Spirit to flow — like complet-

" ing a circuit — as the human mind

redches out to God.

Requires patience

Because God’s character upholds
His Word, we can fake the'Bible for
what it says. believe it_and act on it
_with perfect confidence. * * *

However, the fulfiliment of prayer

often requires time — a paticm wait- |

ing on God. David wrote. “Rest in
the Lord, and wait patiently for hu'n
(Ps. 37:7).

This is an area where we frequently

fall short. We don’t always realize that |

‘God’s answers frequently take time To
+—be accomphshed God is working out a
purpose in human life, and He is not
doing a hasty: makeshift job. We need
not- become suspicious, impatient or

troubled when God doesn’t answer |

right away. There is never a.teason to
doubt the promises of God. Since God
knows what we need befote we ask
Him, He also’knows exactly when and

~ how to answer. .

The best answer may take several
days, weeks or months. But if we

bécome worried, we may_pfess for an,|

answer tqo soon or give-up on. God

altogether and try to solve our prob-

lems our own way. We then lose faith

and God's blessings as well. We need |-
" to patiently triast Him as He carries |

out His promises for us. .

The inspiration of God's Word can
be proven by prayer. When we com-
municate with God — when we
believe and act on His Word -and see
its effect in dur lives — we uhleash
the powergof God. That power is m
the Bible b. 4:12).

Prayer makes this" Word a lmng-

reality in our lww‘ o -

= » &
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- untike man, God -has never-broken a

-

" Can Prove the Blble

Any person who-seeks 1o please God must live by His every word’ If you do, you will
.. develop the very mind of Christ and _reap abum?ant blessmgs . '

- Put It to Work

\By Selmer L Hegvold

Y hvdoso man} mljhons who

read and study the Bible
remain in ignorance -of what
n really says? Why do most students
of -religion never reap the blessipgs
found in God's promises?

. How about you? Even though God
has revealed His truth to you, do you
lack the prosperity, peace and happi-
ness God's Word promises Chns-
tians? If so, why?

The answer is, sample The Bxbie |s

a‘working phenomenon. Put it o

work! Challenge the God who pro-
claims it His divine rcvelgubn to
mankind. -

Logcate the promlses God has'given

— ‘the Bible is replete with guaran-
tees you can personally claim. And

promise — not one: “God is not a
man, that he should lie; neither the
son of man, that he should repent:
‘hath he said; and shall Ke not deit? or
hath he spoken and shall he not make
. it good?” (Num. 23: 19).-.

. ¢God challengcs you to pmve Him.

But<He is not obligated to show you

the gifts He pronvises are yours. You

must dosomething.
Note how steadfast God is'in what
He has committed Himselfuto do for
you. “The Syrength of Israel IOQd
“Almighty] will. not fie nor repept”
(ISam. 15:29).
spoken it: it shall come to pass, and 1
will_do it (Ezek. 24:14)..“He abi-
- deth faithful: he cannot deny him-
self”
eternal life, which God, that -cdnnot
lit, promised before the world began
(T 122y, - Lt
How did Hcrbcrl W, Armslrong
God's apostle for this-age, atlain so
~ great a responsibility in God's Work?
He was dngered into putting God 1o

the test of His Word. ..

Mr. Armstrong_could not acgept

2~ what Loma, his first wife. had come
to believe and practice in her life —

- the seventh -day Sabbath. So squng
was his aversion 10 her .newfound
_belief that he-would have conjidered
divgree had'it not viotated his person-
-al -principlgs about . the sanclity of
marriage. So Re set out to detiver-her
from what he believed was religious
Tanaticism. Sincg ‘she rested her con-.

- viction oh the Bible, he was deter-

mined 1o use the Bible 10 prove her

WrOrig.

the veracity of His Word unless and .~  Many of you faced a srrmlar crisis

until yop act to prove it — unhl you
put it to work in your life. )

-
Claim God's promises

Gogd's¢ Word reveals the way to
. everything good — the way to every

blessing you could possibly desise in *

life. God wants you to have the very
best, ‘and He will work miracles to
accomplish His promises for you.
But He will not hand these things to
anyone on a silver platter. He attaches
1o His gifts certain stipulations. 1f you
accept and perform those coaditions,

,in. your lives. You could not believe
* Mr. Armstrong was right in what he
was expounding before the whole
-~ -world: ‘And- in-attemptin
him wrong -with the ve? Bible he.
quoted so profusely. you found your-
self convicted instead: You, like Mr.
Armstrong. {ailed and the Bible was
+ the victor. Why?

When | returned from military
“service to civilian life in October,
1945, | found my father deeply

- engrossed in a radio-program called
The World Foemarrow. Night after

(1 Tim. 2:13). “*In hope of’

v

night he sat glued to his radio for that
half-hour program. He was, in fact,
purely antisocial toward anyone who
‘came, around him and would not

" listen as he did. Unul Mr Arm-

“1 the Lord bhave -

strong's intense, thundering presen-
tation ended, nothing could jnterrupt
my father.
" To rescue him from . thls fanau-
cism; | challenged him, My father
accepted the challenge. He rcslcd his
case on the Bibie, so, for the first txpe
jn my 30 years of lifer 1 delved into
God's Wtd: Inexperienced as | was
‘in religion, 1 just knew 1 could con-.
vince him by the véry,Bible o whose
truths he now adhered — truths I
knew the rest of the world in ng way
‘espoused. v

Like Mr. Armstrong many ycars
before — like you — I, too, lost that
encopnter. The Bible proved itself to
“be the Word of God. Losing that
battle tofaily changed my life. just as
it changed yours. UnchsLandmgj,
God's Word can open to you more
happiness, real meaning and’ produic-

- tivity than you have ever cxpcncnecd

to prove -

“in your life.

‘Act on God’s dlroctivqs

- Have you read.biblical passages of
instruction that God clearly expected
you to practice, only to defer doing so

after reflecting on thes tremendous
impact obedience would have gn your

_way of living — perhaps a_ltermg i

drastically? Fcan think of many such
passages. God says,’ You do this, and
1 will do that for you.” Promises! But
just reading them and being aware of

- what He says is not the way 10 receive

what He promises( Knowing alone
will not inducc Him to respond, :
*Thou believest that there is one
God; thou doest’ well: the devils also -
believe, and ‘tremble” (Jas. 2:19).
Satan bc!:cvcs the Word of God, but
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ke contihués to disobey His Maker's
instruction, and his understanding
grows darker and darker. “But wilt
thou know, ‘O.vain man, that faith
{and hearing and understanding}]
without works is dead?™ (verse 20).

Until you act on every dirgctive
from God, He-will not reveal to you
the next degres of knowledge or
grant you the blessing promised in

- that particular passage. Years ago,
. Mr. Armstrong stated the key;/
not obligated to do one more thing for -

you unless and until you act on what

~ He has just revealed to you in your

study of His Word (or through His
ministry).

In my life. ,&hc Sabbath quesuon
loomed bng In my vain attempts to
negate Mr. Armstrong’s influence on
my: father. | was forced to read the
Bible. 1 was shocked to learn that
most of “Christianity” was not hon-
oring God on thdgday He com-
manded' The Saturd

* . proven beforc my cyes. But would I

change and obey?
What an alarming, total rcvcrsal it
would create for me and my family! 1

decided. with a shrug, that the point " Yop have put God’ta

was interesting and left the matter. 1

listening to "The World Tomorrow,

"buy found my understanding stagnat-

ing cven though my interest re-
mained high. | became restless and

- unhappy. and my study brought none

of the blessings the Bible promised.
God is_marvelously paucnl and

“merciful. Evcrythmg Idid in the next *

few- months ended in one calamity

" affer apother. I attempited.to disprove . .

the Sabbalh in other ways, but always

- came up short before Gody Finally, 1
capitulated. I_ surrcnd%my will
. apd began 10 keep the S4bl

.God responded almost |

th in my
weak way.
smmedualely My uhderstanding in-
creased. The blessings began to come.

1 learned®God is the great Healer, and

when | turned to Him miraculous

_ healings brought my family out of

one health crisis after another. Still, 1

. did not understand fully.

Sabbath stood

,\groblems m.ullip}ied How could God

“continued..my study and continugd _ adding to our blcssms‘evcr since. To

-, we robbed thee? in tithes and offer-
. ings. Ye are curseqwith a curse: far

' storehouse; that there may be meat in

reccive it. And | will rebuke the”

<N

did. 1 felt impelled t¢ send him a
dollar bill now and then, though with approaching! Never neglect this very
my growing family | never thought | positive Bible proof — tithing.
could spare even the dollar. 1 con- :
cluded that Mr. Armstrong was sure-
ly a wealthy philanthropist, but
because [ wasn't sure, 4 continued™o
send my paltry support.
Suddenly in my studies | stumbled

n Malachi 3:10, and the subjéct of
tithing , loomed before my _startied
eyes. | studied the subject and could
not escape the truth that a tithe was a
Tenth of my income. Again the battle
began. Would | or wouldn't I? Weeks
slid by and my family's financial

How to prove the Bible
Do you have difficulty studying
the Word of God and urderstandee
" it because you have lost this kev? Has
the Scriptire caught up with you?
Has God been waiting for4ou 16 do
spmething you haven't thought im-
portant crmﬁgh 0 act on? -

The Bje is a uorkmarz's Book,
and you muShgut it to work in your
life. If you #av neglecied God's

* previous T ‘ngﬁ'ucuons He is not now

interested in evealing new, impos:
xpect me to give up one carning day < tamt truths to you. No ogher book is

a week — the Sabbath — and now, so jam-packed with excmng promp-

on top of that, give Him a tenthof all  ises. ¥nost of wl;aﬂ:h require absolute

I earned? What kind of poverty . miracles from the divine Creator to

would my family suffer? fulfill in-your life.

. You have also faced this question.—
Botir the Sabbath and tithing direotly

“reliance on the false god of money. numbcred W
Once you begin to tithe, the physical

and spiritual battle has been won.

. Bul remember! The
 reason you are among the few thou-
sand who have “proven it is because
ﬁod‘s Holy - Spirit moved you 40 put
tﬁc Bible to work'in your life!

f...And Reap |
the Blessmgs'

By Clayton Steep

case God respondey.

apply jhe rest of Gogl's direatives as
soon as we lcasned of them became
less and less traumatic.

It 100k a long time to unden.land
the key™ye described here. If'yqu
have-ngt what #t is, you do
- now. God challenges you: .

“ “Will a man rob God? th ye have
robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have

ye have robbed meé, even this whole_
nation. Bring ye alithe tithes'into the .. unquestionable. In this issue
of The Good ,News many of the -
abundant proofs of God's Word have,
been-discussed.
But there is one proof of the Bible
that you yourself can demonstrate on
8 daily basis, and it is actually one of
“the mest convincing proafs of all.
Simply put, it is this: It works.
The B;% works. 1fs laws, its
promises, pmphccncs its explana-

mine house; and prove me noWw here-
with, 4aith the Lord of hosts.if I will -
not open you the windows of heaven,
aid” pour you oul a blessing, that
there shall not be room enough to.

devourer for your sakes. and he shail
not destroy the fruits of your gfound;
neither shall your vine cast.her fruit

‘qu;'tho Sig sfop o

The GOOD NEWS  December 1980

before the time in the field, sajth the
Lord-qf hosts. And all uauwg.sha.ll
call you
delightsome land. saith the Lof¥ of
hosts” (Mal. 3:8-12). A :
Put the Word of God to work in

* your life now more than ever, as you

1 was always afraid Mr. Armstrong
would not be able to pay for the radio
broadcasts. | knew the costs,must
considerable, and yet he made no
appeal for financval assisggnce,
though other religious broadcasters

o . -

d: for ye shall be a’

/ - - -
- o T

tiont of whag life is all about — they
all work. Consas!cm!;y Without fail.
, Time and time again. The oid rule
says the proof of the puddings in the

* eating. Weli, the proof of the Bxblc is

. in the domg
Do you know hov. a mannfacturer

37

see jhe dayv of Christ’s return -

' he Bible is true. Its authority, . -~ _
" accuracy and - limeliness 'are

~

+  What further proof do vou n : '
- reinforce nticity of the

hit the glement of scﬂ)%iy_t[m/mm—”ﬂmr Atheists and agnostics will -
life. God expects you 13 abandonyour dcny this. proof, but- thcur ddys are
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of automobiles proves his product?
He doesn’t just look at it. He doesn’t
just stand back and question: "l
wonder if the designer really exists.
Where did the different parts come
from? Who are thg ones responsible
for putting it togeéxer? Are some of
the pieces counterfeit? Can the
authenticity of all the parts be estab-

lished by cutside sources? I'm sure ~

some of the parts are good, but are
they. all good?™

The way to prove an autorhabile is
1o try it out — 1o get in‘and drive it.
That's why automobile’ companies

“have proving grounds. The product

must be put through its paces. It is
run over rough roads and through
rigorous dbstacle courses. It is sub-

" jected to wind, rain, freezing temper-

atures and blistering sun. Moving
parts: are tried time and time -again
until the manufacturer feels sure they

~ will work every time. That's the way

he seeks to provﬁelo-h'imsclf that his
automobile can be depended upon to

work under alf conditions, that it /ﬁab

mlegm) and reliability.

So it is with proving the Bibfe It .
‘must_be “put through its paces”

made tg_work time and time dgain

~ until there is no doubt all of jts parts

will adways work.

Active proof

When God commands us to “Prove )

_all things™ (I Thess. 5:21), He is not

talking about intcllectual proof only.
Intellectual proof is good and neces-

sary, but the Greek word transiated
pmve has a broader meaning. Notice

" how thic same ‘word is used in Luke

14:19, .where a person is quoted as

saying., 1 have bought five yokc of

oxen, and 1 go to prove them.”

. This was active proof. He tested his
oxen by putting them to work. That is
how you can prove the Scriptures!

Consider the-Sabbath. The Sab-
bath particularly goes against the

_grain of hyman nature. A person who
__does not keep it can think of endless

reasons why he would never want to
kecp it: It could easily | interfere with

his job.., It would make hime look

strange {o others: 1t would “ruin” his
weekend. After all, what about ali the
yard cwork.. washing’ the car, shop-

ping. the favorite hobby or pastime?

Only a person who properly keeps

the Sabbath can undersiand what a
"blessing il is. The same holds true for

P

. their voices and cry alou

the Holy_Days crdained in the Bible:
The same holds true for any of God's

laws, any of His precepts.any of His

instructicns.

A person who does not keep them
is like one who strolls past an ‘clab-
orate, abundant banquet table with-
out trying the food. He does not know
— he cannot know — how good it is.
“0O tastc and scc that the Lord is
good,” exclaimed David in Psalm
34:8. Yes. taste God. Try Him cut
Prove His Word — by doing it.

Try it — you'll like it!

Being observant .

-~ on radio and television.

In Psalm 19 David praused God’s

laws! tcstimonies, siatutes, com-

mandments and- judgments. It was’

praisc based upoh experience. David

knew what he was talking about. He

had proved o himself that when ke _

‘obeyed God's instructions he reaped
greal” benefiis. That's why he de-
clared *in keeping of -them [this

involves action; it requires doing]

there is great reward” (verse 11).

" God's ways work. The laws re-

“vealed in the Scriptures are living

. laws. You break them and they break

you (Rem, 6: 23). You keep them and
they keep you (Prov. 6:21-23)1

Take riotc of the blessings for
-obedience”and the pcnallms for diso-
bedie in. your own life. Observe
these laws ‘in action in the lives of
others, in the conduct of nations and

- groups of nations. Not only.will your

faith 4 the Bible be confirmed, but
learnifgg from’ the experi nces of |
others\ys just plain wisdém.

Soloton gained much wisdom :

-

from merely observing othdrs. “For ~

at the window of My hous¢ I have
looked “out lhrough my lattice.,” he
wrote: (Prov.. 7°6. Revised Standard
Versionp. Solomon watched.
‘of the chapter describes the

scerie he

‘witnessed: a foolish young man being .

‘seduced by a harlot
Wisdom and undcrs&andj\g raise

sireets for those who have ears t0
hear, concluded Solomon (Prov. 8:1-
3). Everywhere around us the trath-

in the rare triumphs and the many
failures of mankind. .

Whal a blessing it is to, have confi-
dence in-the Bible and thus be able to
avoid — cven though witnessing —
the suffering because of the trans-

~

The_rest ’

in the

. fulness of God's Word is ponﬁrmcd:

gression of livingNaws! "Only with
thine eyes shait thodxbehold and see
the reward of the Wcked.” God
promises those who obev\tiis instruc-
tions (Ps. 91:8). ,

Being observant aiso id¢lu
watching world events as they Yg!
Bible prophecy. The “sure wor
prophecy” (I Pet. 1:19) is confirm
daily in newspapers and magazines,
Foi owmg )
Jesus' admonition 1o watch’ world -
evergs (Luke 21:36) is an essential
key to developing unshakabi# faith in

" the Scriptures.

Increasing faith

In one respect proving the Bible is
rcallv a matter of bulldmg faith. And ~
faith is built by works. “Faith with-

. out works is dead”™ (Jas, 2:26). But, as
Abraham demonstrated, faith is in- . |
_ ¢creased — it is made perfect — by

\\oyﬁ\g’(vcrse 22). .
Once the aposiles asked Jesus o -

increase their faith (Luke, 17:5)..

Jesus replied with the story of the

" unprofiigble servant. What does the -

stosy have to do with faith? It's really
quite clear; -
First Jesus told what can be .
accomphshod by faith that increases .
asa gram of mustard seed (verse 6):
Then, in verses 7 to 10, He described
how to increase faith. It is 2 question
of faith being pcrfec&ed “by works.
J&sus said that to increase faith we
must go beyond merely. fulfilling
what is commanded. We must go

“beyond the letici of the law, doing =~ -

- more than what is required. We must
live by every word, every preccpt.
yes, every thought of God.

The more we put the Bibie to-work-~
in our lives — the more we absorb its
teachings — the more confidence we
will have in it. The Bible is like no
other book. It is extreordinary. Andat.
is true.

Millions of people do not believe -

" the Bible is the msplrcd Word of

God. Why? Because they do not test
it. They do not put i into practice tg,
prove it. “If any man will do [ves, do
— ‘doing comes first!] his {God's}
will,” Jesus said, thi¢n “‘he shail know
of the doctrine, whether it be of God™
(John 7:173.

1f anybody will put the Bnbic into
pracltcg, will live by it, he shall know
it is of God. That is one of the
greatest proofs of the Bible. =

The GOOD NEWS December 1980




1

;"

e S A A R WA A1 [ R A5 L

_Prophecy on Fyre -

PERSONAL. -

[Caontirued from phge 6,

“the hgven of Tyre, which is
cailedWBur. [This is the Arabic word
for Tyre and imears “rack.”} Here
was QRee 2 szrea! :md good city of the
Christians, byt .the Saracens have
destroyed it in g’c\.ﬂ part and they
guard that haven carc' ity fer fmr e'
the Chri

ohn Maundev A D. 1322- ‘3‘6“
in Thomas W ,sgh' Early Travels in
-Palestine, p. 131).

A similar indication of the life of
the Mosiem toh e i given by Bertran®

. don de La Bracguiére, one of the jast

‘medieval travelers, in 1432 (Eariy
Travels in Palestire, pp. 382-283).

Tyre continued to sink into obsciri-
ty untii the Metualis occupied the

district in 1766. 12 once again grew 1o

a Yew thousand- inhabitants. With the

coming of the siate-of israel,-Tyre

zapidly’ expanded to accommodate
those Islamic Arabs who fled Palestine

and scitled in southern Lebanon. ,

" And that is where we are today in

history. Tyre is still inhabited, s.uH a

mmor port. Its wealth is gone.

But Ezekiel 26:13-14 reveals some-

thing yet to happen: “And I” — no_

longer “they,” but I

songs today] 10 cease; and the sound of
thy karps shall be no.more heard. Ard
I” — not “they” — ‘%will make thee
like the top of a rock; thou shait be a

T pl ace lo spread nets upon; thou shalf,
be built no more: for 1 the Lord have .

spoken it .
This is God's doing. He will cause
the waters of the Mediterranean

accumulated millennia of rubble are
washed away. and it is ssitable enly

tides. This has never fully bappened.
“Oh yes, a small part of New Tyre on
its western pdge is under water. Ve
s@w i c!caxly in 1957. But the malor
" “part of the Phocniciaw chy is eovered
by sand and fhe accumulijed rubbie
of later buildings, reads and burial

-~ bereath.he modern Arab town.

TTstosd, is not the challengé to theskepuc
we assumed. It is.a prophecy yet to be
fulfilled by Jesus Christ when He
brings peacclotheworld! o

The GOOD NEWS  December 1980 ™

agw > | REN? Bu! ONE THING WAS DIFFERENT

“will cause
~ - 1he noise of thy songs [tl'ey are Arabic

“SPIRITUAL CHARACTER of God —
10 rule 12 _the KinGpoM of Gop we

wash over the site of Tyre till the .

for the spreading of nets between

,come Gop BEINGS in order to HELP

* grounds. A significant part fies today |

™ This prophecy, much misunddy-

iContinued from page 2.

+n Jesus” case — HE SUBMITTED IN
ORDER T YAKE YOUR SINS AND MINE
ON HIMSELF AND PAY OUR PENALTY
1N OUR STEAD. He did it oNLY FOR
Us! : o SR
Save shown vou wHy God et
the worid ¢ \;judged UNTIL after the
government of God is restored o
earth and Saan is BANISHED from the
carth. .

Bu: wHy, then, did He give His
Heiy Spiri 10 the propHets, and why
did He x.al the CHURCH and give -
those of 3s carLieD out of the world
His Holyv Spint and epmnumly for |
eternal saivation Now?

Because when Christ returns o sit
on earth’s throne. and RESTORE the
goverament of God, Christ-will need -
an ORGANIZED GOVERNMENT wilh
many i many itions of govern-
ment responsibility under Him to
administer that government to the
‘millions and billions of people -over
which it shall rule.

We of the Chunh were not called
for special favers. Not just to “GET™
salvation before the others. But, in
order to sit with Christ on His throne ~
right here in Jerusalem (where this is
being writlen), we need 1) to turn
from Satan's way of “Gey” —
qualify 20 sit on that throne — and 2)
to develop in this human life the
for

must have . acquired the spiritual -
CHARACTER of God and. betome
immortal Gop Beings.

God s calling us Now — wHy?

" For the sake of the billions NeT yet'

called — so we mey by overcoming
Satan's way and growing in grace and
develeping GOD'S CHARACTER, be-

those other now un{gdged hwmans to
find, the righteous way of tife, and

" themselves to be given eternal salva- #S

tiop and élernal life 1IN PEACE, HAPPI-
NESS AND JOV!

How perrFeCT! How “O\DEEFLL
— are Gop's ways — His grand
PURPOSE and MASTER PLAN!

So finally, wHY does the Bistg not®
record the hnswq, of ail the gentile

pagan nziions? WHY (knsg,a.pmthe
Blble"nn

_its working o

 excepl w

The Bitle s the ;;k;yhtu el

And

nat \er isa«u ard }sra‘éis .

iy,
pmphezs art: His Chusch. -

For this purpose. Church Lb.gn

t is reveaidd, was ne

. agcessary God's purpise in His
reveaied i wiedge. God has re-
veaiec’ a¥ that is perinent ¢ His

S pURPOSE aND His MASTER praN!

Maost biblical prophecies refate 1o ~

.ourtime now, onthrough the next very

few vears to the Second Coming of

Christ. Church history from mid-first -
century uniil now is a GAP — unmea-

tioned — and it was nol pertinent tothe

purposeof the Bible! —. -

. Bibles from .
Ambassador College
: Collection

1} A paruculariy fine unresiored wps
of the nath German Bible (1483 -
finely vmed in Gothx Llener. The
. Bible s encased in ar early 16th-
cenury German binding of bilind-
slamped vellum over aak boards with
mizia) cornerpeces. 23 The fisst odition
of the Doua: Bible. eemainigg the first
volume of 1he Otd Testament This very
rare book 15 the English Rombaist -
version of the Bible. The Dowal Bible ™
| had’ grea infivence on the Aw
_versian of the English Bidle. 3) An -
excelient example of the ¥3ib-cen
Ls1in Bible, %Oimﬁwapagc,dmR ‘-
columns, wrilten in 8 minute bul regy-
‘lar Gothic hand of remlarksbie clanty.
4) A fire German Bible. translated in-
1522 and published in Npremberg in

1788, Handsomely illustrated with very
fine moodcuts, the bock is bownd in
stamped icather with meila) comer-
pacccy, Sec photograph on page 3.

| o+
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Preserved:

(Continued from page 19).

Sjr Dayid Dalrymplc thus reton-
structed our entire New Testament
except for 11 verses from the wmmgs
of those prolific theologiags. This is
an amazing corroboration dnd verifi-
cation of our New Testagpent, for if
every Bible were tq disdppear over-
night, we could virtually reconstruct
it from other soutces! .

Even with textual errori~or dl&°~
Emcd readings in centuries of pro-

uction, it is good to remember that
no fundamental doctrine rests upon a
quesuon.xblc scripture.

Doclrmc is revealed to God's apos '“

(Acts 10:17:20) “here a*little,
dl'ld there a little™ (Isa. 28:10) as they.
“search the. entirc-context of God's

- will revealed from Genesis to Revela-

Ction. - ¢ .

The. Bible's -noblity and balance

» béspegks onc Author. A book that

_ begins with a garden, a river, a tree of
life- and an invitation to enjoy it and

' &d God in intimate relationship
: an’d

en.cnds developing the same
theme possesses an obvious unity and -
structure (Gen. 2-3, Rev. 22). Onlya
prejudiced ' obiservet would fail to be
struck by it!

- The New Testament, in. partncular,
boldly claims -to be ‘the-work of
eyewitnesses (Il Pet. -1:16). Its au- -
thontauve tone and vivid fmmedxacy

opposnc runs the dangcr of wxllful :

ignorance (11 Peq 3:5).
The apostles sfioke their truths in

the laboratory of experience — live .

sudiences composed of fanatical ene-

mies eager to refute their testimonies

(Acts 2:22,.26:24). Their appeal was’
plways to lncral demonstrable “fact

(Actd 4:10, 7:52), cftcn at thcxr‘

peril.
Consider this: Who in 1980 could

write a bxography of Franklin Delano

‘Roosevelt and claim that the late

Amcnclm president rose from the
dead in 19457 Wh9 would believe

. such a hoax and, stick to it for a '

llfeume? Thc alleganon could easily

.

Add &0 'this . .. the

"~ .care iglfen by the
transmitle

and attestation

from nearncontemporary

manuscripts, and we can
conclude that no -
council of men, no

" synod, no committee

of scholars ever conferred

upon the Bible
-any authority it did
Rot _alr-gi_dy possess!

- trumpet accurate transmission: “That -
~which was from the beginning; which
we have heard, which we have scen -
“With our eyesy which we have looked
upon, and our hands have handled, of
the Word of life” (1 Joba 1:1). :
Literature of such dramapc force
and power dbes .not survivelior mil~
- lennia without .the convincing °
weight of sincerity and aﬂhentncxty'
Only a simpleton coljd gonfuse the
- fangiful tgles of “Sinbad th¢ Sailor”
with the authentic hnstorlcny of the
--book of Acts.- . - :

Some stumble at the obvmus “’._

supernalural thread woven through-
out the fabrtc of Scripture. Yet bibli-
cal miracled and allegories are ob- .
wiously not'@f the same figtiopal
caliber and texture as Alice’s Adven-
tures in Wonderland. Surely the dra-

. ma of the raising of Lazarus in John

11 is not- -same literary quality

as Gulliver,s Travels. To claim the

_ The GOOD NEWS P Dgcerﬂber 18808 , .
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still living, who knew the truth.'Who
would die for such a fraud?

Yet the apostles suffered and final-
ly were martyred for their beliefs
(J Cor. 15:3-8)! .

Christ’s resurrection, plus thc di- -

rect manifestation of God's Spirit,
inspired’ unswerving loyalty. Events
in the spring of A.D. 31 welded 12:

wavering apostles into a Yormidable -
force that “turned the wm—i}! ypside

down” (Acts 17:6).
- To believe that the New “Festal

- ment Church rests on a pious fiction,

a cu;mmgly devised fable’H!I\Pet

RE 16) is, in light of these. considera-

tionls, more incredible” than the »

-doubts of Thomas. -

Why dlq na hostile author ever
succeed in explaining awgy Christ's
cmpty tgmb? Thg best excuse ene-

Wa

- be refuted by relaiives and*witnessés, .

", sonferred upon thé Bible any atthor-

~ e

" mies could drcdgc up is rccordcd in
Matthew-28:13. R
Why was no serious attemp{ r‘naﬂc O
to rtfute — point by point = = the, *.
claims made in the gospels? If guch* '
attempts were made why haven’t they. -
sirvived? \
Why have the so-called idie tales
{Luke 24:11) been sent to the ends of
thé\carth (Matt. 24:14), just as the . .
Bible .predicted they would be? As - '\~
one scholar said, “The silence of thg
‘Jews is as significant as the speeches
- of the ¥postles.”

Ry t
No other concluslon .

-Philosophigal skepticism.-makes a
nice mtellect;:l gamd, but - onc. can:
not live by it/ Doubting 4hg strength
of histarical evidence means one carn»
not be surg that a marriage céntificate-

* décuments one’s own wedding!

Would a clever odifor bent on B .
perpetrating literary fraud retajn the®
secemingly extraneous Levitical laws, « - .
the census rolls in the bogk of Num-:, ., & %"
bers, the stercotyped rcpctlflonof the ) R
parables? The arcane  or \so-calied’ “ y
redufidant parts of Schpturgszrc only =~ -«
angther evidence of the purity of each
separate document mmposmg the
Bible. o

Do not the presende of problems, .
difficulties and apparenf “contradic-
tions” in the Bible ¢ demonstrate that -,
%e text was not doctored ‘to have it |
“turn out right? (See “Can God§ .
Word Contain Errors?” begmmng on” i e S

* page - 13);  Yasolved ~questions,, are - >

. only mccnuves to deeper studX (Prow:
'25:2). .

- The accuracy of Scripture, its
infallible transmission through _the -
centuries, is verifiable by its internal
thrust alone. The great truths of the
human’ potential — the purpose of
human life, that the Bible shouts
from its pages — bmpcaks m.rptra-

on! N

Add to this the ev1dcnce of the:
taken by the, transmttters and thc -
‘wealth of attestation from near-con- o

‘temporary manuscripts, and we . .¢an-

- conclude that no council of men, no .
synod, no commlllee of scholars evcr\ v

| .

\ 1ty it did no&\ajrcady possess!

"\ “The sayings of the wise are like
\gnads and like nails Sfirmly ﬁxed are’
“the collected sayings whichare given

by.one Sheplierd” (Ecdf. 12:11, -
Revised Standard Versidn). . & N

K\
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and Eve to the settlement of the children of Israel in Egypt. Because this Book

N

" “isiwriten in abbreviated form certain questions are frequently asked: Where

»did God come from? What about the devil and his demons? Wher¢ was the

" Garden of Eden? Were the days of creation only 24 hours long? What was
the “forbidden fruit,” and did Adam and Eve *fall” ‘when they partpok of

_it? How did the different races originate? How could Noah have saved all

the world's animal species in the ark? The answers to these and dozens of  Jg A

otHer questions are covered in our reprint, “In the Beginning: Answers to

Questions from Genesis.” This new reprint ‘explains “the booksof «
origins” in simple, straightforward language and is absolutely free:for
the asking. Why not write for your copy today? Or you may use the

- -

spkcial tear-but card inside_this magazine. oot LA

ow-did thie world begin? Where did life and human civilizati in come from? Scientists over the'
~years have prop®sed various theories. But can we truly khow? Yes! God gives us the answersin |
Geriesis, the first book-of the Bible. Genesis is the book, of origins. The name Genesis i3
dorived from the Greek translation of the Hebrew word bereshith, meaning “in the’
eiis covers the first 2,000 years and more of man’s history, from the creation of Adam
t L CI
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