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Article fosters friendship 4.~ .

Thank you so very much for a job well
done. The printing of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ is a great job, and you have
succeeded in building a great magazine in
The Good News. I devour every issue as
soon as | get it, no matter what I am dbmg
at the time.

. I've never written to tell you how much
] upprccmtc what you are doing, but
sumething hiippencd to me that l can't
kccp quict about. - .

In your February, 1980, issue, you ran
an article by David Albert, “When You
Need a Friend.” !hn redily hit.home to
me.

After reading lhc article 1 was over-
whelmed by what Cindy DeStefano had
josay. I decided I would sec if I could get
. in touch with her.

| first wrote'to the Los Angeles Times
and. asked if they would give me her
address - or tell me how 1 could get in
touch with her, They were a long time in
‘responding, and I almost forgot about
sending the letter.

Then, on June 16, 1 rccc:vcd a lcncr
fromi the Times saying they couldn’t give
out addresses due to company palicy, but
that my letter woujd be forwarded to
Cmdy I had almost broken through!

"All 1 had to do was wait for Cindy to~
write. Invonly a vwery few days, bam! |
checked the mail and got a letter from
hér. 1 was overjoyed to say the least.

+ Cindy is a very beautiful young lady.
Life dealt her a bad blow, but she has )
hlgh spirits and loves people.

“— ‘Cindy-is-a-triplegic and-is blind;- ycH N
get-a letter from her now once a week. A «
lady who lives near where Cipdy stays-
comes every Tuesday to work wuh her
and write for her. - .

"Thanks to you 1 have found a great

* friend. Again, keep up the good work.

N . Randel Hamson
. Casper, Wyo.

)

i ’.

llord proclous mtn ]-w-li

\!Luh_deepw loveand_apprccmunn we . .
thank you whom God is using to feed us -
_the-rich :Pmtual food, and wpom Hc
‘is using to get The Good News to us..

The free gift of this ragazine is. more .*
precious to ys.than all the jewels of the

- earth!

Mr and Mn ohp Stalnaker
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Some of You Ma Not
Make It Into God’s Klngdom-a
Does It MeanYOU? -~ |

I OST PEOPLE who fol-
low this world’s tradi-
tional “Christianity"

ltake it for granted. that, 'if"
sometime in their life they *‘ac-
jcept- Christ,” they will go to
heaven when they die. But in
GOD'S Chutch we talk about
mdkmg it into Gods King-
dom.” .

1 wonder if You rcally de
understand the difference! This
world is SATAN's wgrld — not

- 1God’s. Satan is 2 DECE}VER! This

world is DECEIVED! But oMéen |

of YOu have really.come to see the
différence! How many of OUR
brethren just substitute “‘the
Kingdom™ for going*1to heaven,

—iand-think we “get-inte-the King-— -

dom™ the same way they think
they shall go to heaven — just by
Thaving somehow professed te have
*accepted Christ™!
‘1 This deccived world lives the way
of “GET.” And “GET" is the way that
TRANSGRESSES God's. LAW! They
want te &GET” salvation. They “RE-
CEIVE"
“AcCepT” Christ. And they: think

. |that’s ALL THERE 1s TO IT. Once they

have cfeciargd they ."“accept’s — that
s ‘GET"" Christ — there is nothing
more to do. It is all settled. They.go
to ‘ghurch once in.a while and” sing
jthat old hymn; “It. Was. All Settled
Long Ago‘ " They were THEN.

“*saved.” They are. gever told to -
REPENT. They %are not instructed on,
what REPENTANCE re"lly is. Instead

wonder,dear brethren, how many

_which is Gop's way

Chris{ . — they profess to ¢

they are tayght that if they obey
God's law they will be “LosT.” Obey-
ing \God's spiritual’ LAW, they are
#ught, is “works,” and their preach-
ers quote Ephesians’2:8-9:

“For by grace are ye saved through
faith; and that not ¢f yourselves: it is
the gift of God: NOT OF WORKS, fest
any mahn should .boast.”

next words, - verse 10, which says,
“For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus UNTO GOOD
wORkS, which God hath béfore
ordamed ‘that we should walk in
them.”

They miss God's whole PURPOSE in

savmg us. Do not SOME, OF YOU,

aLs0? Tust WHAT is this important -

matter of saivatiop all about?

* The first created man, Adam, dis-

obeyed God. He followed his ‘wife

Eve imehocsing SaTAN'S “GET" way

“of lifel rejecting (ﬁd;&pmluai LAW,
OF LIFE — love

to God and outﬂowmg LOVE o pther

" people!

God had, “bifore creating

. Adam, set lhc supcr»: drchangel Lu-

ciFER on {he THRONE witli power to
RULE over all the earth. When Luci-
fer rejected God's 1aw” -~ God's
WAY OF ‘Lll»b -+ he abrogated the

GOVERNMENT uF Gos op earth, and’

he became SATANQ'IIIE DENIL. But it

s the  law of*God's govemmem over

the universe that SATAN must remain

on that lhrone with wpﬂr\uuml
po ER ‘OVER ALL THE EARTH, UN-

L th§. government of God is,

rcslored and CHHIST s sitting on
= that-throne with supremc POWER tQ
rule all the carth — when Satan shall

bc ‘banished from the carlh

But the -,
preachers NEvER read right on the,

So Satan was still there to deceive
Eve and lead Adam into siN. After
-the beginning of jhe New Testament

Church SATAN. was still there. The|:
_ apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian

church: ‘“But 1 fear, lest by any
means, as the serpent-beguiled Eve
through his subtilty, so your®minds
should be corrupted” (11 Cor. 11:3).
Satan is still on that throne today,
«leceiving, misleading the world. And
. 1 have to often wonder, as Paul did in

wrmng the church at Corinth, xf'

Satan is deceiving some of. You dear’
. brethren? So 1 -appeal eatnestly to
you to listen and 10 THINK, ABOUT
THIS!

_» Adamcut Himself and. His FAMILY |-
off from God — from God's LAW |

from God’s GOVERNMENT!
- Mow™ WHaT 15 GObD'S PURPOSE?
WH}’ did He ereate humans and put

us humans "here on.earth? LiSTEN!|

" TUNDER§TAND THIST God is reproduc- |

ing Himsel? Ke is begetting hiuman

peOPLE as His very own CHILDREN. |
His children together, with Him and | .

with Christ- will become the GOD
FAMILY! There will be, in His
Kingdom, God the FaThiR, Christ
the Son and we of the Church a¥
Christ’s Wi¥e'— married to Christ at
the time of the resurrection at -His
Second Coming to earth — at the

" final makmg ofylhe NEW COVENANT, | -
which is the NEW Covenant! it will{- -

‘make us of the Church— then made
immortal Gop BEINGS compos of
" immortal spirit — bpth the chil ren
of God and the Wile of Christ — the

Gop FAMILY — and called-also THE |/

KINGDOM oF Gop!”
- Now we talk abouy, *making it jnto
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Can that be possxble? Doesnt I)admonal Chrzsttamty teach that a11 who do not
“accept Christ are Iost —_ go to hell when they a‘ze?‘Let s get thts straight.

By Herbert W. Armstrong

7

| s ¥ HAT ABOUT the bil; " Jesus was speak}ﬁg of a fuluve\J . RULE unger Christ '{:;ee R.evela(ion
S : ions rth who judgment on-the Pharjsees and the - 2:26-27, 3}21) — God has given-cach
o ;l:ve n?)? aeczépléd Je- Sodomites. They all died. Have they  of ‘us a PART in the WpRrk of. His

L - . o " been roasting und burning in hell? > Church! In the Church. He has set
: sus Christ as personal Savior?  The Sodomites were long singe dead apostics. evangelists, pastors, elders, -

e N Are they not. LOST--— €OR- - ‘when Jesus spoke. They were not yet  deacdons, deaconesses and lay mem-
L demned .to hell unless before  judged. Were they sent.to roast in  bers. Not many are’ evangelists. .

_they die they do “accep( hell before being judged? . There is now but one apostle. All do

A Christ”? . * On the other hand, Jesus saxd ".. not have the same office or place of

: plainly, “No man can come to'me,  service. Most are fo stand back wf

That's the tcac}:mg of ““d'“ - . except the Fatker which hath sentme  those Christ seads forth proclaiming N
tional Christianity! Many have o, vin (Jotin 6:44). : His message. To stand blck of your
,preached: ““There's NO MIDDLE _ God ieils us who are in His Church,  local pastor. To help with, PRAYERS _
“Grounp! This very moment  ghrough Peter, “For the time i¢ come™ - first of all, with God's tithes and your

! you're either ‘saved’ or ‘lost’ " (had come then, when Peter ‘wrote) - offerings and .in «whatever way is

i
'

A world famous evangelist has  “that judgment must beginat the house assigned. But whal of those NOT YET ¢
preached to vast crowds up to a of God™ — that is, the Church —*and -CAL«LED" )
- -hundred thousand at a time. In some - if it first beginat us, whatshalltheend - “They aré also.NOT YET JUDGED!
of these crusades. televised, he has . be of them fhat obey not ¥he gospelof | What, then? Are* others fiee to
: said that before he finished his ser-  God?" (1Pet.4:17). commit sin, commit crimes and ‘not
Yy mon someone somewhere on carth There was fio judgment on Sodom  "be punishad? By NO- MEANS. ‘Others .
/ . L .- wiould die. By tomorrow morning, he . — ver! Ihcrc,;wasfuu_jgdgﬁxcnzwnnﬂv will be judged for uhalJlu:y are ' 0
- : : ~ said, many will die. You, any one of  the Phatisees — viT! But there was  \doing NOW! They are; being held -
b you, might be onc of them. Accidents  judgment then on the Church — for  accountable.
g . do happen ynexpectedly. Unless you judgment had begun en the Church! - They are like the bank robbcr who
I - come on up to the altar tonight, and You-and 1, called by God to be in- rebbed a bank several months ago.

am;@hn»t as your personal Savior,  His Church, are being judged nowh  But he was not judged the same day
#eu might be roasting in hell wmofs» But those not being called now ar he comsmitted the crime. The police

row murning’ not yer being judged! had to catch him, arrest him and a -
. H } . How many of our own people have - Actually. we who have been called  date is set when he will be judged for
H . taken that Protestant teaching for : now were predestined ta be called ~ what he did several months ago. He is
~ granied — just because you have  now! But that is unother subject. - notjudged untl he is brought to- lrml
. heard it so many umcs sifice child- What does all this mean, then? in a courtroom b:fur: a judge — dlld
hood? How abuout vou? . ‘God has called some-of us — just probiably a jury. e oA

R - Lev's understand this clearly!  — an infinitesimal sew-of all the people -~ We, called aow, are given s
‘ - What did Jesus mean, when He on wthwmbgamlm.d in the Chris-  chance to RECEIVE by grace Gg

. o told the Pharisees it would be more ) life 10 be K1nGs and/or PRIESPS Gt of cternal life. And Christ, cad

- ' tolerable for Sodeim and Gomorrah in ru!mg undcr Jesus Christ when He  of the Chuech. is the living Junce!

i, #ihe judgment than for them? Theevil  comes ‘s King of kings to RULE ALt We who receive God's grace are to be

people of Bodom yere then long sisce  NaTigns, in the Kingdom (the divine  rewarded according to our WoRKS!

{ dead. The Phasfsces . — who didd Family) of God. " Christ ous High Priest is wLIVE in
] i some 1,900 years ago — are to be in .To train us for that position — to _ heaven, JUDGING YOU AND ME RIGHT
- _that judgment! - . /QUALIFY us (o be given pywer 10 NOW, as to whether we still have and -
g i fe . . . - . . ] . .
. L 2 _ ‘ ’ S . L N / rhet;om NEWS .E:uary 1981
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are Vled; by God’s’ Sprrit, -"a%fthc
degree and characteér of our works.

- God has given some higher positions” |

than others, but to.whot much is
given much shall be ré?iﬁh’ei%
shall be judged accordingly! And
God's judgment is nghlebus and
" equitable! .

Let me make this (‘LEAR —
UNDERSTANDABLE! .

. Are you, then, saved now? NO’ .

. Hc that shall endure into the e\xid.

fucianism, Taoism, Shintoism, Hia-

duism, Moslemism, Christianity and -

Judaism. The latter is NOT the reli-
‘gion ancient Isracl received from
Moses but a perversion introdyced by

_ rabbis after the: time of Ezra ‘and

Nehemidh. There are some 250 sects
and denominations of Christianity.

FAR, FAR from the teachings of Jesus

and His apostles!
Yet the TRUTH is all PLAINLY pre-

the same. shall be [When Christ ™ served for us IN THE BIBLE — but

returns to’carth in power and glory]
saved” (Matt. 24:13). Jesus Hlmsclf
said that!

When Jesus comes.in POWER and
GLORY 10 RULE“ALL NATIONS, then .
will salvation come to you and we
who are-in God's Church — i Christ
. has 50 judged} And we are now BEING °
judgetl DAY BY DAY! Jesus Christ is

W, ALIVE. The living Christ is now
HIGH Priest over the Church. All
Judgmem has been assigned by the
Father to HiM (John 5:22).

As Christ’s. Second Coming
approaches, we read, “Now is come.
" salvation, and strength, and the king-
" .dom of our God™ (Rév. 12:10). We in
the Church “are kept by the power of

- 'God through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time”

(1'Pet. 1:5).
- The world blinded! )
The whole world is blinded to this

*

© great TRUTH — the TRUTH OF SALVA- -

TIoN — of how one obtains it — of
_whm it is (going g heaven or to hell

nchglous I:sadcrs have insisted on “in-
terpreting it” — pumng their lwnsted
‘meaning ol it!

The PUR'FOSE for humanlty

<

- They use the NaME of Christ but are

The government of Gop is based
on His spiritual Law. That LAW is a
WAY OF LIFE! It s the way that will

‘produce peace, happiness, content-’
ment, joy, abundance for ALl — and -

for mortal MAN eternal salvation —
immortal life as a Gop BEING! .

It is the way of OUTFLOWING LOVE
— first in obedience to ¥nd worship
of God — secondly, laving human

. neighbor as one’s self. I simplify this

way of life by the term “Give” —

- cooperation, serving, helping, shar-

Winston Churchill said, before the -
U.S. Copgress,'“There is a PURPOﬁE‘

- being worked out here below.”

higher- Power above is working oul -

that PURPOSE. «

Behind all creation 1h¢re had to be

_the preexistence of an almighty Cre-
“ator — of sypreme MIND. A Creator

ho ruLEs'bver His creation. That
Creator placed angels on this earth
pnor to man. To govern them, with °
the government of God, He placed a

on éarth's throne. But Lucnfcr
.rebelied. He led his angels (a third of :
all angels) into yebellion. The govern-

“tered on earth. Lucifer becarhe Satan
the devil. Hig angels\became demons
— all with supenor but. perverted -
minds. " -

» God's PURPUSE qu to reproduce

~— or reiaining on. easth). Is salvas ~ Himself through mortal' MaN, made .

. tion going ta a PLACE? — or being
changed from mortal to immortal?
1f 1 should tell a “Christian” who
has accepted Christ'(in the spirit of
“GET") that when one is “saved,' he

* is changed from-a human person into -

a'Gop BEING, would he not call that
blasphemy? How 'did the whole
world become so BLINDED —- so
mixed up — in such religious CONFU- -
ston? God says, “The god of this
world [Satan] Rath blinded the

the light of the gloriods” gospel of --
Christ . ., should shinc uwito them™
(11 Cor. 4:4). Satan has déceived the
WHOLE WORLD (Rev. 12:9). . |
That's why in religions. religious
leaders, deceived by Satan, blinded'to”
Gop's TruTH, have started this
M)rld s ellglons — Buddhlsm Con-

The GOOD &WS Jamary 1981

from the dust of the earth ™ to instill"
‘within- MAN, by man's own decision
and"desire, the holy, righteous, per-
fect spiritugl CyaRAETER of God —
- convertirig mortal man into immortal
Gob BeinGs! God purposed through
men to° RESTORE His GOVERNMENT
on earth. For this dual SUPREME PUR-

. 'POSE — restoring His GOVERNMENT

over the carth and reproducing Him-
“self through mord@wwan, God had
.devised a MASTER PLAN for its acqom-

" _» minds of them which believe not, lest , Wpilsbmem

So first. ledm aboul (hc GOVERN‘
MENT of Gop 16 longer opgrative un
* earth. OF necessity all goveérnment is
-based on a foundational LAW or con-
stitution —- whether local city gov-

. ernment, state government, national

government or the GOVERNMENT OF
Goo

- ment of God was no longer adminis-

~

1

ing. God Himself is the epitome of
that — Ht is the great GivEr who,
Himseif, IS LOVE! The transgres-

sion of that spiritual taw I term -

“GET" — vanity, covetousness, envy,
jealousy, competition, strife, vio-
lence, rtscntment of authorlty

The three dhdslon' of
government

In any g0vcrnmcnt there are the

* three major lelSlOﬂS

. Father is LAWGIVER."
" super archangel, the cherub Lucifer,

1) The. Iawmakmg or légxs!atlvc

“In the United States this is.the Ctn-

gress.
the "government of God God thc'

«

In Britain, the Parliament. In "

2) The executive. In the United -

States this s the president. In’ Brit-
- ain, the prime minister. In the gov-

cernment of God. it is CHrisT!

. 3) The judlaal In the United
States this is the Supreme Court.-In
the government of God it is CHRIST,

for all judgment has been given by .,

the Father td Christ, The. Father
judges no man (John $:22).

‘Because of the extreme. sin of

Luc:fer and the angels (Il Pet. 2:4,
Isg. 14:12-14) -the eartir had come to
& physical condition of decay, waste
‘and emptiness (11 Pet, 2:4-6, Gen.

*1:2)..So0 God renewed the face of thé

earth {Ps..104:30) in six days to'make
it habitable for man (Gen. 1:2-26).
Now began Guod’s supreme PUR-

poSE of reproducing' Himself —-

creating holy Gop BEINGS as His
very begotten Gop Children — from

MAN made from the dust of the

earth. .

week” (actually a renewal of theJace
of the earth) God created MAN

His ‘own ' likeness .(farm and’ shape)
out of the dust of the.earth (Gen.

* 1:2G, 2:7). But unlike the -dumb ani-
- mals, God breathed into men the

essence of spirit, empowering the

- On thc sxxth day’ or thal "crcauon o

7
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- sees through the eye, hears through -

‘Now how about salvation?

* So here was mortal MAN — and his
wife — Adam and Eve, the first mor-
tal' h
composed of SPIRIT — with immortal
lifé inherent — self-sustaining. God
doees-not have to breathe air to live,
He does not have to have a physical
heart pumping blood all through the
body. He does not have to eat food for
fuel,- nor "even to.sleep to récoup -
strength. Man is in God's form and-
shape — but not composed of self-
sustaining SPIRIT as is God. '

But God did put 4 spirit in form of :
spirit essence in man. This is no part
of man — it is something IN man

from his first breath until he dies. It

‘empowers his physical brain with’

intefloct. Unlike animalg, therefore,

‘man has a mind quite similar to God's

mind — with one exception.

What is that exception? The spirit
in man is not an “immortal soul.”
This *“human spirit” cannot of itself
see, hear or think! The physical brain

" the-car, and it is the BRAIN that

- the Holy Spirit of God —

thinks.

But UNDERSTAND THIS. Thls s’

VITALLY important! God piD NOT
COMPLETE THE CREATION OF MAN
when He credted Adam and Eve. He
has not completed. it even vET! Man
wis griade to NEED another Spirit —
°"0in. with

the spirit that is in man Trom bitth-

physical brain with tho;xght-functién- .
ing minD (I Cor. 2:11, Rom. 8:16).,-

ns. Bear in mind, Goup.is -

person with eternal immortal Gon-"
life —%o that, by a final resurrection

BORN of GOD — which me;
. very Gop Being!. .

Yet people today _think they are
“born-again” when they merely say
or proféss that they “accept Christ,”
or “receive Christ.
“GET” Christ. When I'received

na

_ Holy Spirit, it was when | “GAVE™ .
.my very self and my whole life over to

hrist. He had bought it and paid for
it with His shed blood. I belonged to

“"Him. And He has been usING 1T! It

~was not a matter of “GET" — which
lS SATAN'S way' It was a matter of
“GIVE.” That is Gop’s way!

‘Man merely the raw material =

self out of MAN (who is so much dirt

or earth made into organic or: living -

MATTER)} was only STARTED in the
creation of Adam and Eve.

" All we humans, born by the physi-
cal reproduction’ prooegs, from them,
are merely so much material CLAY in
the hands of the Master Potter who is-
_Gob. God says: “But now, O Lord,
thou art our father; we are the clay,
and thoy' our pottér; and we all are
the_wofk of thy hand” (Isa.64:8).

Let me here remind you of God's-
PURPOSE — 10 make ofus imymo
divme Gap qusons. who with and.
“under - CuRisT,  shall nﬁsrona Wthe

" government of GOD' oves ‘the_earth.

" That process is still. gojng. -on after

~man, through the Holy Spi 1it, may be. .

- L .

WAY OF LlFEﬁ'ofthose ruled by it. The -
“GivE"» -+ but Lucifer g
rebelled and chose the w way of “GETL ="

. For Adam or any human to QUALIFY

to RESTORE God's. government over
the earth, that human Would::gy/zg
an

WAY 1s

i) reject Satan’s way of G d

. -2) ‘accept ang choose GOD'S WAY of

" It is important to understand this."
God's process of reproduding Him- .

tented, resentful,

.

* They think ‘they, - “LOVE.” Adam had that chance.

Before Adam in'the Garden of Eden
were two symbolic trees. One, the tree

of life, symbolized receiving. God's

Holy Spirit, which Adam so sorely,
needed, But first Adam had to REJECT
Satas way of “GET” and that was rep-,
resented by the tree of the KNOWLEDGE
of GOOD AND EViL. Satan wanted to
remain.on that. throne in POWER Ovgk -

¢ earth. HE pfp! He got to Adam by
" deceiving his wife Eve! .

The one who ‘replaces Satan on_

that throne over the whole earth must’
be one who will never — NEVER — .
NE VER turn against God’ s law. of
LOVE — God’s wAY of “GIVE™ — but
must rule people /N living in that
way that will CAUSE yniversal PEACE
happxms, joy, abundance!
- S is the most yhappy. discon-
bittered, spiri-
tually MISERABLE' personage any-
where insthe vast universe! -

Satan caused Adam and Eve to
make themselves UNhgppy, hvmg the
way that produces sorrow, pain, suf-
_ fering}+ anguish, ‘discontent, resent-
mcm‘ bitterness, anger, desire to

" from othérs and make othcrs

euNhappy g

.The whoie worlﬂ' (Adams chxl— ’

~until- death.-God—did not-yet- ﬁmxh ——nearly-6,000-years: <And - none—but— *'dren) jives- that—way today. In otir -

‘* the crcauon of man wlien He created
‘Adam and Bvé. Nor was it finished'

when their children and thexr clut-

. dren’s children were born.

Thc Spirit of God, needed t6 be in
than With man's own -spirit, further

. empowers-man to comprehé?ld SPIRI-

 SPARITUAL
~ HOW TMPORTANT thiguis. "Afl-man’s *”*Hls gevernment xintg e hands of
problems-and troubles and évils- fre °

TUAL KNOWLEDGE. Without God’s
Holy Spmi added to the spirit with
‘which man ns born, aman CANNOT *
'UNDERSTA OR COMPREHEND
KROWLEDGE. Realize

SPIRITUAL in nature’ oot ‘physical
nor mental pog enfotional. Without
Gog's Holy Sp;ﬁt added, NO WON-

' Fatbcr on down.»

Jesus who was morta); has everyet
‘been resurrected iMmortal®Gon! The *
~ government of God Has- not ye,; &:en‘

__resjored tq earth! .
. Now at, this point conmdcr anothcr "

"\‘tportanl pomt.m the government of
Gop. It.is NOT “democracy” — gov- -

people being ruied.. i i
* {rom the TOP

. God delegazcd ihe goverr»ment —

a super archangei ‘LucfRr. Lucifer
hal been lrag\ed ip the operation of
Gob’s government from.God’s
throne in heaven? He was set-on

"“DER man cannot under;‘-tand nor solve * carth’s throne torbe the execuu\{e rul-~

4

his problens, troubles and eyils! Fuf

ing the earth w1t Gop’s LAws AND

ther, God’s AOL)’SNRIT on entering | ‘GOD’S GOVERNMENT. ‘

within a human persen, begets: that -

W Gods government regulates thc

sports we talk about “the ecstasy of

"y

WINNING ‘and the afony of defeat”™
For one- to énjdy. ecstdsy, he muist

cause’ hxs opponent to suffer *aGo-

: -.Nv"‘ Even in human government! I'm
. wmmg this November 7. Just three

" ernment from the- bottom of the .
'and Jimmy Carter th

days ago Ronald Reagan enjoyed the _
ECSTAsY of WINNING by

" defeat. They FOUGHT bxtterl’y, even

accusing one another! Mr. Carter and-
wife went alone into a room and bit-
terty “weptt. Four years*ago*they

- ENJOVED the Ecstasy and eXhilara-

¥

tion of WINNING, and causing Prwx, -
dent Gerald Ford and wife (o SUFFER
AGONY of defeat! Four years ago, did -

it burt Jimmy Carter and his wife
Rosalynn that Gerald Ford and wife
were suﬂ'qrmg AGONY? Somehow I -

(szunued on {page 28}

a Iandsllde, B
ONY of ’
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. Proto by Rpland Rees

\ Model for -

Cl%rlstlan Fathers

By, Joseph Tkach

/ : +

-

o . T

o he fact that human beings car
== B produce children doesnot: -

mean that parents aré auto-
.maticafly capable of raising those
childgen ﬁroperly' Humanity today;
“(tf Chagrin, is experiencing the
trkh of that statement. .

“Today the lack of right childrear::
ing is contributing te the erosion of
the family unit, and the decline of the -
-family 15 a major chuse of thc societal ,

- collapye we see taking plage around

us. Juvenile crime. drug abuse, psy-

chological problems and even suicide

are-on the rise. And fapnity problems

are present even in God's Church!

. So where do we tugn for ansWers" .
i quc what God. intengs to do: *

Id. .l will. send you Elijah . !he :
B ophcl _before the coming of thé
reat snd drezgdful day of the Lord:

nd he shall térn the heart of the.
fathers to the chudren and the heart

 The GOOD NEWS January 1981

of the children to 'mei_r' fathefs, lest I

“‘come and “smitetheearth with a—
) }curse (Mal 4:5-6).

.. God *is guiding parents in the
Church, lhmugh the' leadership of
Herbert W. Afmstrong, to better
fulfill fheir. responmbihnm 0 thc;r

~ offspring.

Malachi’s message, quoted above,
specifically singles out fathers. Of.
course, fathers andl mothers musL
work’ together to provide godly up: <
bringing for their youhgsters. The“
duties of mothers will be described
further in other articies 1o come, but =~

" in this ar‘ucie we will concern our- - .

selves with ahe special part God says
the father, ds head of the home, must
fulfitl for his children. .
Actually, the mosf important ex-
_ample -human fathers can look 16 i
that of God the Faiher Himself! Thi

human famiily. as Mr.'Armstrong has #

explained, is a _modcl-of : what»God’s
~Family =

- like. And"God is the,Modgl of the .
perfect Father, Human fathers need -
to- develop *the qualities* Gpd. the

. Father exercises in caring for His
~ Family. Let’s look ata few. . . °*
ight leadership

A vital quality, Christian falhe?s
need Js right leadership. . - Notic#

-

\God’s Sommand: “Fathers, provoke .

" not your children to wrath: bit bring” .
- them up in the nurture and admom-
“tionof the Lord™ (Eph. 64y =
This task requires that your,chil-
dren maintain proper respect for you
as their father. In this day of.“chil-
dren’s” rights” and “letting kids
“decide for lhe;nselva real respect,
for parents may sound. ojd-fashioned.
But this is the relationship that must
exist nf you-are to lead ypur chxldren

-

+

LN

..
s .

Ky

“His Kingdom —witt b~




- properly. Seme men in the Church

o

]

spect,” and "have succeeded only in

* ‘have thisused this comcept of “re-’

termnzing their children and. their
-wives. To be truly respoctedyou need

to q,lsplay compassion, courage, godly
undcrstandlng and firmness. Yes,
. your detisions.as head of the family
will stand, but you will use wisdom in
-making them, and ydu will carefully ~
consider the “input yoyr wife and
children offer.

On the other hand sornc parems
think they need 10 be thieir children's

" “friends.” The last ‘thing a normal .

~.child needs is a middle<aged man or - .

woman “buddy.” Your children don’t

have your years of life experience. By

bringing yourse!f down to their level,

you compromise your position and’

" destroy their respect for you. Your

" children desperately need mature,

loving i¢adership from-you.

"A firm resolve to obey God,-along
with an outgoing, oompassionate per-
sonality — that is what makes for
tmc leadership:

A g_ood providor
God the Father is a good Provider

N

— "He ‘supplies all His Family’s '

" needs. He is thk Giver of every good

thing (Jas. 1\, In this, too, He

is the Model fo'“human fathers.

During the Churel’s wedding cer-
emony the man vows, before God, to
provxdc for his wife. This responsibil-
ity extends to any children they pro-
- duce’” God_shows- His scorn for any

ablc-bodled

(Il Thess 1M0).
But this'.

_ fgthers to provide for their families

extends beyond physncal needs.

A father must give of himself . .
. personally as well. This means spend-

ing time with your famﬁy, especially
dt meals. When was thelast time you

man who refuses to work -
““when He says, “If any would. not
work, neither should “he cat™ "

rosponmbggl for human

* took your family on a. specml outing?

Do you plan ahedd to spend mean-

ﬂv _ingful time with your wife and chil-

“dren, fellowshipping wiih them,

. teaching them and- enjoyipg each
alhcr" God has given yoir cg

them — you are to care {gr them as
He wouid God is always available for
us to call Dpan: and we fathers should
always be available to our families. A
father must provide emotional and

spiritual sugport for his family,

arge. of -

- thus

What do-all these provisions add

up to? Love. Fathers, love your fami-

lies.-This is pleasing in the sight of
God, the Father of us all. -

Ability to toach

Your children ook to you' fathcrs
for guidance. God the Father teaches
"His children the right way to live, and .
- He commands you likewise to train
‘up your children in the way they
should go (Prov. 22:6). That'means °
instructing .them ‘about God’s laws .
(Deut. 6:7).

Train' your chlldren to rcspect
their elders. Teach them to take care
of their belongings ard the posses-
sions of others. Expose them to the
finer things of life. Don’t let your

. kids decide for. themselves in moral
_matters — that-would be like a”
. the Chyrch have.been rudely sur-

garfiener refusing to pull the weeds
out of his flower patch, reasoning that
itis u& to the flowers to choase their
own companions. Your children do
not naturally know right from wrong.
You, with the Holy Spmt do, and
you must teach them. . '
Learn to exercise discipline prop-

_erly. Remember that your children
are not converted and ddn’t haveyour .
* level of character and undersfanding. ,

Temper discipline with understand-
ing, mercy and compassion: . .
Remember, too, that. the example
you set as head of the home teaches’
yous chiidren more than dny number -

" of lectures does. Do your children see

you practicing God’s way of life? Do
they hear you bchnfc _your . wife —

their ‘mother — or cf%wze ‘the =

Church or its activities? These things®
register -ip young minds. You as a
“Christian are to -be a |ight to the
worid, and a major part of your
particular world 'is your family. Are

you a godly light to th‘em‘? You will* -

be blessed if you are:

“Blessed is every one that feaseth
the Lord: that walketh in his ways. For
‘thou_shait cat the labour of,thine
hands: happy'shalt thou be, and it shall
be well with thee. Thy wif -shall beasa

" fruitful vine by the sides, of lh.ne

round apout thy table. Behold, that
I the man be blessed that
fearcth the Lord™ (Ps. 128:1-4).

Consistency N
-~ B
God the Father is consistent. He

housc} childrert like ofive plants

- has existed from eternity, and has

never deviated from ‘His purposes..

His Son Jesus is just like Him, “the -
same yesterday, and today, and for
evcr“d('Heb 13:8). This quality of
consistency must be present as well

in the makeup of a Chnsuan fa‘

ther. :
Do your kids know where‘ you
stand on the issues that affect them?
Do you need to say “No” only once
for them to get the message? Are

o

your views even predictable? If so, -.

your children will.learn that they can
-rely on you for the support and solid
" foundation they need.

Don’t, however, make yourself a.
. god to your children. They must

learn to be independent. They need
to be strong emotionally and mor-*
ally regardless of the actions: of.
others -—— even you. Some parents | i

pnsed when, after years ofvtrmmng,
~ their children’ grew up and bolted
from -the Church! The kids . had
never,” of their own independent
will, seen’ the value of luvmg this
way of life.

But ‘being consistent as a father
will help ‘avoid this problem. Your
children will see “that:youy really
' believe, live ‘and reap the rewards of
" what yousteach them.

_ God is not the author of confusion,
but of peace (I Cor. 14:33). In a
‘consistently peaceful and reliable
environment, your children can de-

. velop a right confidence in them-
" selvesand God’s way of life.

1;'Ilenlzthtchnllongo—v' Tl
Raiing children properly in this-

chaotic world is a real chajlenge. God
lays much of the responsibility on
fathers. But you as a father can meet
this challenge! .

God Himself is your Modef. If
you stay close to Him and practice
what "He teaches you in His Word,

“you can produce spme fine young

people who may be leaders in the

world tomorrow. Try fo become

_nore-hke God, the perfect Father,

and ‘vou will see positive results in
your family.

The apostle Paul encourages,

* “Watch ye, stand fast in the faith.

quit you iike men, be strong. Let all _

_ your things be dome with -charity”
(I Ceor.16:13-14). Youq.mbcatruly
Christian father, and God will be. weli
pleased with your cﬂ’on O

Th@GOOD hEWS
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- ,ungderstand and start doin;

.

Lukewarm <¢rzte'r has a soothing ejfect on a bather’s nerves — :,
oubled mind. But it’s not good for you to be neither T

zt helps relax a

hot nor cold spmtually — a Iukewarm Chnsnan’

-

By Se! mer L. Hegvo‘d

T

Ie:hargy is all o0 prevalent i the
Church of God today! ’
: Many brethren complam of
flagging interest and drive in prayer

. .and Bible study. The easy chair,
. television and personal pursuits en-
tice and capture the minds of too

many. Real effort at being a Chris-
tian -— at setting the proper cxampic
and getting along with poople — is
only minimally present in som
‘lives.

Does this descnpuon apply to
you? ’
"I knew a man years ago who said,
“I dread the prophesied Great Tribu-
lation, but 1 think it will take that
horrifying ordeal before I can stir
myself enough to make it into the

" Kingdom of God™

Another person I love dearly could

.see the rapid approach of this horri-

bie period on earth — the Great

_ Tribulation «— but still rejected
*God’s way of protection. The calm

statement was: “I'll just have to go
through it with all the rest of the
world, 1 guess. Then perhaps I'li
some-
thing about it.”

I myself have'often said that it took .
the ‘shock of combat i World War I1
to bring me to my keees. before God
could begin to ‘deal ‘effectlvcly wnth
me. -
How many rough
need to brmg us to o

ocks do we
r senses? Can-

" God get through to us oniy through

violent means? Let's hope none of us

‘have resigred. ocurselves to Tal ap-

proach in life.
The Laodlcoan’ attitude  °

Notice Cbnsts warnmg to thc
Laodicean church: “I know. thy
works, that thou art neither cold nor

The GOOD NEWS  Jiiwary 1681

- then because

hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So
go art lukewarm, and
neither cold nof¥hot, I will spue thee
out of my mouth” (Rev. 3:15-16).

What an alarming statement, when .

we understand it! This i§ a warning
agmu lcthargy.

We are living in the Ph"ladclphla -

era — the sixth of the seven churches
d&scnbed in Revelation 2 and 3. We
are to be zealonsly active in fulﬁllmg
the great mission assigned to us

* today! The overcomers in each era —

those who faithfully do their part &
are promised a reward. Mcre aware-
ness of that reward is sufficient in

- some cases to keep thiose called by

God strivihg to maintain c!oscnﬁs to
Christ. LI

For some of us. however. the
reward alone is not enpugh. Regretta-
bly. it takes not just the offer of a
‘reward but threats to life,. health and

- well-being. That is the wrong am—.

tude!

If you are one of these, the Revela-
‘tor continues: “Because thou sayest, |
am rich, and increased with goods,
and have need of nothing; and know-
ést not -that thou art wrelchad and
miserable, and pobr, and blind, and
naked: | counsel thee 0. buy of me
gold ‘tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich [the trial of fire is
interided ta motivate the Laodiceans

. 'to overcome- the lethargy they have

stipped intq}; and white raiment, that

thou mayest be clothed, and that &hcA .
-shame of thy nakedness do not
_appear; anid anoint thine eyes with -

wyesalve, that thou mayest see. As
many as [ love, I rebuke and chasten:
be zealous lhemfore :md repem"
{verses 17-19).

God created us for His pleasure’
(Rev. $:11). Our purpose in Lif€is to

“fulfill His will and perfarm ghe com-
missions .He gives us. We should be
dedicated to this, goal regardless of
threats. We should ndt have to go
through the firgq — that is, if we
understand our mllmg and are dedi-
cated to becoming converted.

(A lesson from Faaw..- -

Read about Esau’s tragic mistake
(Gen. 25:29-34). It is recorded to
warn us not to take lightly our pres-
ent calling." It took some time for
Esau to realize the error of his way.

cn he had scared his conscience
ahd was unable to grasp the meaning -
of real repentance. The same dangcr .
now faces vou!

Some hav saud they, will. pass up
ali opportunitie¥.to become converted
in this age, hopingto come up in the
second resurrection. Thé) -cling to-
the hope that God . will gize them a-
second chance. Then they will “make -
the grade.” Then they will be much®
more apt to pvercome and apply
themselves Lealonsiy to scwmg ‘God,
knowing it will bc thenr lzm chance
, for life! .

That approach along with the .
Laodicean attitude, is not sound rea-
soning. Can you knou _you would
then be willing to apply God's way?
You cannot foresee What your ati: °
tude might be at that time. Can*you.
afford to take that chance? -

“Even though Esay sought to recti-
Ey his error, be failed: "As Esau, who
* for one morsel of meat sold his
birthright: For ye know how that
afterward, when he would have inher-
ited the blessing, he was rc)ected for -
he found mo place"of repentance,
though be squght it carefully with
tears” (Heb. 12:16-17).

Don't despise the high calling you
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this is the only chancé ;. cu w] I have
{Heb. 10:26-27). It is worth: more
-than all the matertal weaith and phys-
ical pleasures that autract you so
strongly today.

_ Christ’s easy yoke

God desires above all things ihar
ycu prosper and are in goo& health,
now and forever in His Kingdem (111
John 2}. He has decreed thay, if at ali
possible, nene sheuld be lost. “And so
all lsrael shall be saved” {(Rom.
AEl 26). And. “For God hath con-

uded them all in unbelief, that ke
mgh' have mercy dpon a!i\"-(verse
32). : . ‘

Christ has prm ided you with the
goal, the example, the epvironment
and the power needed 0 ;mam that
great prize. Pick your tools carefuily,
for if you have slipped inip lethargy
you will reguire the very best. Look
te the superb exampie — Christ
Himself. Fasten vour eyes on the
goal. Call upon the promised power,
of God's Holy Spirit.

\-*/\ Through the Holy Spirit, Christ

will make all your burdens light. He -

has never broken a promise — not
ong. “Come unto me,~all ye that-

labour and are heavy laden, and | will

. give you rest. Take my yoke upon

you. and learn of me; for | am mgek”

and lowly in heart: ang iz°Shall find

‘restunto your souls: Fox‘ny yoke is
ng m) burden is hgb(" (Mate.

Your contgact vlth God
*You signed a contract with Gad at
baptism. You surresidered your life to
Him to use as He saw fit. Your end of
that contract, the .most important
covenanl inlo which agyeng can
enter, was lo draw’ consiantly €loser
to God through prayer, Bible study
afd practicing His way of 1ifé. He, in -
turn, guarantees cternal  life with '
. Him! The stakes are extremely high..

- They are sitainable. though, if you -

will continually stir yourself to keep
your part of the contract asd draw on
God's power 10 help you do so.*”

At _conversion you sampled
" Christ’s yoke and His burden. Have
you, forgotten? Did yGu not under-
stand at that time what you had
committed yourself to perform?. .

Ctrigt is our Leader in ait things.

4 .

-

15 rnot the popular or
casy way. T,., message He brought
from God the'Father antagonized
those of His gereraa cn and, after
reletting Him, they slew Him. ‘

Christ forewarned all whe were to
follow Him: “1f ye were ¢f the world.
ther werid wegid love his .own: but
because ve are not of "’r.c werld, but |
have chosen you cut of the uef‘c
therefore the world hateth yeu™
(John 15419) Remember that warn-
ing. and tke burden that came upon

~you? You reciced that you were
" counted-worthy 1o suffer for Christ’s

sake!" | _
> Lifelopg friends, associates and

T"“& R . R
God created us for
His pleasure . . . Olr
‘purpose in liferis
© to fulfill His
will and perform the
" commissions He gives -
.. : We should not,
"have 16 go through
the fire — that is,
if we understand
. 0ur~calhng and .
- ‘are dedicated to’
- becoming converted.

.

2 - »

"

even your own clone relatives turned>,

away from you in dismay over your

rewfound direction in life’ Some left ~

you in sorsow; others shunned vou in
anger. Exén your hwchtmd came inte

.;ecwdy and. 1n same cases, finding

new employipen? and @ new home
became necessary. You sufferéd.
Your .children suffered. and.sou
alorig with uhcm. W their b:uﬂ;r-
ment.’

You counted the cost and willingly
paid the price for conversion and the

promise of elernal life You accepted -

tHesz adjusiments in your lifestyje.
Now, vears down the liné, these
early commitments may have grown ',
dim — gerhaps you have forgotien
them. The edriy chaiizngm of ‘tearn~
ing God's will — or cagerly s"eppmg

- 'i":,»(}rez' Tribuiaue

efore, has hecor'*e

.Praycr is somehow less meaningful.

How to get “‘back on the track™

Don’t wait for.anciker major crisis
—-or the worldwide cataclysm of the
Great Tribulaticn — tc smash vou
between the eves! Satan has an arsen-
,al full of \acam'" o) s'"x" ¥en down
permanetit Let ©
sink korme — let it sy 308 10 ‘
‘rightecus anger wit devi
revive vour determ

whaojeheartedly 1o Christ. Rer. an

- His promise cf divige kelp — He will”

rever leave you or ﬂarsaxc vou {Heb.
13:5). )
No Laodicear is going to
may- survive it and uitimately be in
the Kingdrm of God> Cendiniy, th
Tribulatio® wili siraighten oul mos!
“iukewarr: Christians and puf them
back on the right track. But you don’t

’ “need that remedy. nor should you
. wan? it!

if vou mus?
so! Cry out
it all with

. Goto vour knees even
force yourself 1o do
God for help. Talk’ - oul
Him. Confess vour lethargy. sour =
lackadaisical attitude, o Hime He -
will hear and He »i}! ansaer.

Then stir up your intereg! in read-
ing your Bibie daily. Whe

% was the
last time you read it through word for
.word? Or does that bore you? If sg,
try cHain-referencing different sub-
mmw&rm‘;gm Go to your
minister for ideas and help.

" iavite yows minister ‘1o begin a-
reguiar, small Bible study In your
home fcr friends and brethren in vour
pan of the community. You will nat
‘ondy learn but you will hve heiped
‘others fnd .a soiulion 1o the same
problems. Your minister wili be able
to fathom the: difficulties you face. ’
He cén initiate ways 1> rescue wou
- frgm the Laodigegn pitfall into which
séfn? brethren h;\e's'umblcd

Rejoice in the grest Work you
weYe called 1o perfoim and help buﬁd
the BRIty 5o Recessarvito the Ba!i‘] of
Christ i] Cor. §:105. ] )

Give! 1t's so renurding mow and

_will be'for all elernity. Soon you c3m

vejuise in a battie well fought-and
won with God's pronused, helpr God's

out in faith wih the help of God’s +. ngdam is mn around lhc cos-

Spmt hzve faded with lhe rwune

.
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After the Millennium-
New Heavens and a
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The siuds e '."e» eaven, a:*é
new eanih 'S
in c}u* famn mnmrg we 382 ﬁa
;‘;, ther thas ‘?, Millennium. But to
“nium s enly a day —
of crernnty {Ps. 90:4,
are geing to spend a
e.m“uwfbul we um

heaven and the .‘ew_‘ear'b’

To _ger-a benter undersianding of
New Jerusad’em sae mus! go to Reve-
latior 2T and 22. La‘d out for us are
the details tha: provided such inspira-
tion for God's pocple before us —

© and that will provide the ulitimate joy
. for us when this alty is

establisked.
When wili we sce New Jerusalem?
The context of Revelation 20, preced-
ing Revelmion 21, reveals the answer.
20 we are told about
reign of Jesus Christ
ond the'sants Afier this comes the
Great \\,}hdé\'{hm e Judgment, dur-
C muititudes of- people
who 'died withou?! knowledge of the

“true God will be given a chanee for

salvation- -For further m(ormaupn,
write for our free article, ®fs This the
Only Day of Salvation?™

Afier the Millennium and the
judgment pﬂl‘gj the new heaven {or
hemm_s as 1t is rendered in scrip-
tures such as isaiah 63:17, 66:22 and

11 Peter 3:13) and the new wth mll ‘

be established:. - - -
Who will be there? o

With the ait:bﬂishimm of the new

carth comes the koly city, New Jeru-
salem. It js ‘pictured 23 a bride
adorned for her husband (Rev. 21:2).
Whose Bride will she be? The Bnde

‘¢f the Lamb, Jesus Christ (verses
.9-10, John 1:29). .

base of Gaﬁ s

seints Wil be

. Trev will

ithey have 3ocess (o or Tve in New
Jeruse et T H,re"”'

130"63 in 1::,5&3:33 will al

~ Aftér the Millennium
- and the judgment period

the new heaven . . . and
«. the new earth will

be established. With the
" "establishment of the

new earth comes the -
holy city, New Jerusalem.
"+ It is pictured as *
a bnide adorned

// for her husband . ..

the Bride of the
Lamb,' Jesus Christ.

been made members of the Jood
Family. :

What . svpnderful picture — G@d
the Father, Jesas Christ, the mur«
rected saints and other spirit bemgs
such as the 24 elders, the beasts
befere the throne of God and the
angels, all united in harmony, peace
drd love in a3 bdautiful environment

‘beyond human'iy waginalien?

Christ Himsel? promised thzy 2l
tRimgs Wil be mew. He is the Alzke
2nd 1he Omega (Rev. 1:8) amd prom-

inkesitance of new life d
=ty 10 those who ove

o &

Ty
o

“BJ: 1:3 'M"z.
& L°

ard
abcminatle, an

*w""-:gcrs,

.*’S, ard all ]"a"‘:

heir pmu T8 -theake w,h,“ bu
mﬂ: fire and brimst which
seocnd death™ (vers?’§).

Why mus? ﬁ%c/be rejected? They
simply don’t hate the ng‘u characler
10 be happy a7 to make cihers happy.
So God will mercifully remove them
from the scexe by destroVing them
and their misery for etermity. Gur
free bocklel. Is There A Real He”J
Fire?, explairs the details.

e
o

The eity’s appearance

What does this great city look
like? It defies human imegination.
Centaining the glory of God amg-
illuminated like a jasper storme, it

- glows in deep, rich, blue-green toves,

1

" Ogre of the Bible's mast inspiring

scriptures describes 3 thme of “rp
more death, weather sorrow, Aoy ory-
g, neither shall there be any mave

pain.for tke former things are ;'@m .,

away” fverse 49) Hua. wender

the p'Lm of G d

18 edge of Gud

h@w unsearc :Abie are his judgmenis,

and hn w*)z past finding. out'”
: ;.

P

with the transparency of m'su Thke

~walls have 12 gates, with the zames

of the tribes of [srael written upen
them and [2 angms present. There
are three gates in each of the four
walls! The 12 foundations of the city
wall contain the names of the 12
apostles (verses §i-143. A
The ange! who measures the oity

gives its dumensions in geyms of the

reed (120 feel). New Jerusiler is
1,300 miles a lenpih, breadih angd -
height (verse 163!

Though the shape of ik
clearly reveaied, i3 apparen
cube. This & ceramniy in Keeping
with 1he "H J@I" thay, as s
section of the tabernacle ind (ater the
Temple, reprecented the throne riom

.of God sHeb. 935 It was hese HFY
Gré rrm.sesit@ Hiorsei F b -

1. Oihe
- occupy aress ;x

[
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This is the rea!
‘message of the new
heavens and new earth!
... God promises-a time.
when He and Hisa
spiritzal Family,
headguartered at New
-Jerusalem on a new .

i
<

. earth, will sel out . ., 10
. finish His ereatson in »
i R .
the rest of the universe.
i “ - [ . :
F Thut i3 the iMcredible
i human potentiall .
‘ A § .\Ea qu&wam, . ’ : .
| prgpaning different T Wi wculd spari beings” need
1 J&raﬁ piaces {or us  hedling” The waord kwimg diesn't
; . -3 ha-e 10 umply Tecivenng f1em finets
JEE d 5 ¢ o2 vieeed in the szmse of
s 2. wady  Fog instance,
aded by rninking
g - sadugt of leaves. God
1) tte presen nz-wine (dudg $13,
P Ay Choreh wii
'? ‘¢
i .l he names  piig
i - 31's mew We 7
| P 3 A jpintual Ham and see Him What
E ard Jx:s;j'C‘ 5w g
. ment - iRe 223y aGod bgs promised ws

The i.n g; 4 the earih ate putweﬁ

things (ch 2.5,

atie ™M
e

128

heavens and cew eand!
sirrve with @l cur mught a;rs‘zj“
ad i ospimt o8 on etk Sciens

a

—"e'cd at ?\es Jerusale
e.w'x @i a.e' &t tegetber
Hi creation | Wil
BETSE I.,.L a e inoreditie hwu:
potential - .
Gad ®as goen o5 this precious
know ledpe while the worid around us
gasgs Tor its last byeath. We should

be GATVERS 10 PaTEE ot ThE Ipts

and erinkies from our character by

$ILNE AT £3es o this revelation

from Jesuws Christ o] Pes. 310143

“This 5 1he t“'&. 1his knowedge had,
-of Abreham ard

the sther patriarchs
— 1hey sisine. thratph dally adversi-
ty, 1o pgr.?gqug dracier.
ThankTeily, thevion of death znd
destructan 1 sae oo the ?’-i’g,ﬁ‘&z:w a

turned ot 10 be faise. Bul u:e VIBHON -
14 &he new E&abm émg the nze wm :

5 heicls

smemee.& and He canndt lie (Heb.
g8

. Cm wg 's“xa

she rﬁg{;’é Cad
shoee for 1 Wil i

'e"e soaT charas-
sou @l be a sirang
=g the realization of
the gre Visioh ESOWf 10 man.
That is very good ares’ =

1
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‘ ] Christ’s GOOD NEWS bot, i
A wiﬂ‘w'-zul T¥E WORD OF GoD N | j
‘o qould mewer have | ;
) the pages 3 1 1939, an |
a i — B
i " ‘ Trurh magazine. old Neosiyle press cranked | :

NMore than 1.900 wvears lai-
21. God s fuitillifiz thes proph-
ecy through His Church —
threwgh the personal evange-
Tsmm of Pavor General Her-

] @d und

cvem the

i No 1

BNy SR BN B
Y BN 8 B SR8

cne of the twa

carrying
sission. Some mught think
“ radio and teles isuom 1o e

r.A TSINomE ha

‘7’7' ain Tresh aas found-

er Gm 3 L»-dmg o be
TRaps
mnt:ﬂuwum for
ouy the GREAT « (om8-

e No. 1 —

mgans of prociaming

TE ,‘J.:.\:rgi BunEly Sy

be ‘War

s dom Mg

out approxumaiely 250 ocpies |
of Welume 1. MNumber 1, ef |
T&e Plarm Truth Sinoe then,
the magazine b gromn 10 3
glossy. four-color, publicaiien
printed in five languages.
With meore "than two mullien
copits mow going arcund the
globg monthly, The Plaim
| Trwgh's carcalatesn has snubii-
plied more than 9, mes
simce iy modest run 46gy
ago
“Tring On Fris!™ wrgle
Mr Armstrong “We are the
only vouoe 1n fhe wildermess of
today s evills, fmustrations, dis-
couragements, with the
world s.onl v HOP: - and s
one SLEE HOPE Of happinesse
abundance and eternal life"™
Many programs have been

undertahen to develop a larger
curculation and expose more
people To 1his message.
Throughous the first several
decades of the magazine’s
eastence, readers could come
L in contact with the PT only
hrough. advertsemenis - in.
publications such a5 Reader’s
Dagest o1 by writuing Gurectly

A fer a (ree subscruption after

heaning 1 adverised on Mr.
Armsireng s broadcasts. Varn-
ous brozdeasiing campagns
had satwraned thé populace 1o
turepe, lor crampld, Gui the
Baaishy, government 1w 1967,
had Closed the statiens airing
The 8 orld Tomuorrew

Im 4971, Chnst opemed
new deot The decsson was
mads e dieplay the PT o
racks o allow people to see the
magazmes frrsthand  Acbord-
imngly, whether ndividwals
subserabell o1 ool cvprey of
the magazne would ecupone
them duoN to Chrest's ey
sope A diginbuling fuom wes
hired  and frge copues began
appearing 1o ihe Unned King-

Armsireag sp R curl 32-pege Apwsstand Flas

The US.

11y) headguariens and
Swf:ncm: Headquarters ‘
Allied Powers in Europe
(SHAPE). .

Winh the suocess of abe
“Eiumyan program, brethren -

in cther coumiries started dis- |

Plaim Trurks on “

wributing
neaastands.

“We sre going 1o develop
the MrwssTano crculation ’
imto meltiphed millions.”™ said
Mr A”Tms"m*] amd Church
members arcund ihe world
respended mea’gcmc;m“.
Copies »f The Plam Trurh
reached Jagaa, Seuth Alnica
Australvs, Canads, the Philip-
pinesanddhe United States by
way of the newsstands, lineral”
ly blanketing the globe. Mare
thian 20 millioy magazines
were distritputed tm the United
Suates alone since 1976,

o

Program

Following the lead in Eu
rope, a Pasadena-based cpera-
tion was sel wp im 1976 o
July of that year $0,000 copies
of the PT were distributed as
part of a pilot program m
Sioux Falls, SD ., and Lewinf- -
tem, Ky A year later, the
program wos working in 150
church aress with B@@“(GX@Q
magazines distnibured.

Lake the Europeean pro-
gram, whith no lenger relies
on g outside distnbutor. the
US eflont directly inwelves
Churdk members by 2ligwing
them 1o oblain and restock
nemastand Looat '

More than 3,000 members
croms Amercy foe dipinbste
mere than bell a mullionispe-

¥

Thee GOWD NEWS darsary 1981




1 rolled in, the Ambassador Col-

ﬁuﬂu cvery month. Thig
lort accounts for 40 percent
of all new subscriptions each
year, as many of those who
pick up nc'w.u\and copicy
eventually subscribe to thc
regular magazine.. . -

U.S. pastors praise the
program; having members
wprk . together to sprcﬁd the -
"Gospel fosters um:y m local
‘churches. »

Chattanooga, Tenn.. pzmor
_Bill Cowan said, "PCI’M
‘itis my Py mo‘a-fl’ha’l tivis-is
of the’ s(mpgest m‘ §rdr Qm

local ch,urc Ao ck"‘up Mr.
Armstrongs ¢ rts. It's
courqgmg Lbl bfethren,

creating good igage for
Church and it helps Mr. Arm-
strong get his job dore.” .-

- The US. newsstand pro--
gram is béaring frui

More than 160 members
were baptized into God’s
Church after reqeiving their .
initial exposure ty the Work
through the newsstand pro-
gram.

Thousalids Hf other peoplc
have become co-workers, en-

£

+“You Read

“‘T ake One”
Cardholders

*. God 3 Work in cthcr coun-
Arid§ also, adapted the news-
sland prog-am, but wigh vary-
"ing dcgrcé \:§ sugeess. Favor--
able cconomic conditions ahd
advanced shlppmg methods

“| States, but- goverhment re-
strictions, customs reguldtions
and, high cdsts hampcrcd
newsstand "distribution® in
some other ’ﬁ.ountncs But
Christ opened another door.

The. Work’s . Spanish’ De-
partment began a modest
newsstand program in Jawu-
ary, 1976, but soon found that
expanding the program pre-"
| Sented. many ol: the obstacles
[ listed above,

While expanding thc news-
stand program among ‘the
Spdmsh speakmg population
in the United States, a pew
concept for gaining subscrib- .
ers to La Pura Verdad (the
Spunish Plain Truth) was -
developed. Afl ttractive,
| inexpensive holder filled With

supscription cards was tested
{/‘mons locations, and jthe
results were rewardi
passing governmght censors,
red tape and otHer problems,
the cardielders were sent to

helped theeffort in'the United [+

\

e
e—lMA\Hw—.mu- L]

Tls N

©
) LA

Ofaring the lowest cos!-| per roaponao of any of the circulation promotions, PT
cardholders are usad in the Unjted Slalas and Latin America.

s

o

areas in Latm America. Cur-
rently the cardhoider program
offers the lowest costyper-
resporise of any of thc circule-
tion programs.

As the. program expandcd
in the Spanish-speaking coun-

1 mcs. it was also implemented

in the United States. Many of
the same. brethren who han-
dled newsstands 'began placing
the cardholders in groc'dry

stores, rdtail shops-and other |,
public acéas.

Since the U.S. program
began in May, 1980, more
than. $0,000 new people have
subscribed through the pro-.
. gram. Becausc of the card-

“holders’ effectiveness 'and re-

Jmarkably” low -cost,

God’s
Work in Europe and other
countrics are exploring the
possibilitics for their use.

D

That Where?”

}mgpreélop diapla'y aﬁ'gm a 'Iroc
b x Q
lege Correspondcncc Course
and requested Church h%

ture’-  ~

- Loussville; K—y -pastor-| Ray

Meyer related, .“The news-
sthnd program has brought a
greater degree of unity te-gur
brethren here. They are en-
couraged because they have
immediate vigual proaf of the

fruit of tl}pir labors.”

rooms of doctors, dentists,
.- lawyers and other professlon-
"als often spend deveral min-
. utes or longer with nothing to
do. Several: brethren in the
.| United States now try to fill

these pebplc’s wasted time by
providing speaial copiés of
The Plaig, Trulh)for various
wmlmg rooms.

In six months,.a concen-

and libraries\throughout the
Jcountry. The regular, monthly
Plgin Truth 15 sent”to these
offices with* four subscription .
cards inside.

Accordingly, the new wait-
ing room and library subsciip-’

Peoplc sitting in wamng'

tion programs allow new au-
diences ‘to review the .PT's

| bibligal insight into. world

problups and the great com-

and ﬁn.mcnal support of the
ORGANIZED Gospel Wolc
"And this is God's means of
and the frammg ground. for: |

mission moves a little closer to

-being fulhlled'

‘strong;

"What Can

You Do -

Accordmg to Mr' Arm-
the €hurch - of God
exists for two easpns:

1) Ta. provﬁde a united
body of Spirit-led believers to -
back up the apostles (and \
cvangelisis) Who had Been |
specially t¥ained to Go FORTH .
into a|l the world with Christ’s

- Gospel message. AtrL this, as

their part in THE GREAT COM-

*MisStON. Theirs was a WORK

OF GIVING, giving of their

\

2) The overcoming of Satan,

.8nd the constant development |
of that holy righteous CHAR-
ACTER — thus qualifying
them to it with' Christ on the
throne of earthwide GOVERN-
MENT.' .

It rcquxrcs an orgamzcd
body of volinteers to help.'
distribute newsstand Pilain
Truths and cardhojders and
makc. calls. for the waiting
room prdgrams. If you would
like to further your part in

“helping Mr: Armstrong com-
plete the - great commission,
tall to your local pastor. You
can join: 1h0usand5 of others,
working to spread the one
true message of hope for this
dying world. — by Michael A.
Snyder o o

A}
’ y R
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" By Clayton Steep
A

Should You Lef :
The Stars Guide Youw Llfe‘7 R

Ulirgo

.

re_you “Capricgrn™ or “Scor-
pio”? Shouid you avoid stran-

¢

- the movements of ,;hbse heavenly

gers today? ‘Should you cons

template’ marriage? Are you and

your pet dog or cat compatible? Is =

“this a bad day to put-a new idea to

* worh" Should you postpone trying to

“overcome a bad habit? What do” the

- stars and -planets indicate? |

Millions of people daily check
their horoscopes to find out. Con-
tfacts are signed, employees hired,
business Ventures sEZrted lifestyles
‘changed, occupations chqsen, friend-
shxps ajtered, diets formulated, bets

- -made; trips-planned, babies-named——

yes, sometimes, government policies
and political @ecisions arrived at —
all based on astrological readings.

—practitioners respond,-*

bodies, it is thought, will reveal an

individual’s destiny.

As to whether astrology replly

works; the debatc has beeg intense. A
few years ago 186 eminent scncntlsls,
among them 18 Nobel prize winners,
signed a declaration [hat there is no

scientific evidence to “support astrolo- .

Armcd with this and similar state-
ments inade by other scientists and
astroriomers, many have sought to

debunk it ,

On the other hand, devotees and‘

it if you haven't tried it"" They insist
the principles work regardless of ¢er-

"tain charlatans and fakes who have

Even if you yourself do not believe:
- in astrology, you may still be directly

or indirectly affected because of the

decisions others in all walks of life .

. make under the influence of zodiac '

charts -

What is astmlogy? o’
Bneﬁy put, adherents clalm astro-

- -+-logy-is a-method-of antitipating or—

- foretelling events by calculating the

* effect the sun, moon, stars andsplan-

efs have on human activities.

Supposedly, the relative po‘smons

.~ of the heavenly bodies at the moment

of a child’s birth influence the child’s

. \ character and personality. Plotting

VI

given the study of aslrology a' bad
name.

-'And so the arguing pocs on and on,
some claiming there is nothmg to
astrology, others insisting there is.
Numerous books and” papers have
been wrilten giving both sides of the

story ‘There is flo need tb go into all

*the arguments here because they are

vgluminous-und inconclusive. . — -
P‘sychology Today (February, .

6) focused on the  crux of the
matler when it referred to the conclu-

 sions of science writer Lawrence

Jerome: “Arguments against the irra-
tionality of astrology’s claims miss

n't-knock-

1

" the, point, he says, because astrology

_Don’t et the stafs get in*

isn’t based on science or logic. Itisa
system of magic. ... Asttologers
since Gregk times have tied their art
to .whatéver “scientific facts came Yo,
d, .Icrlbmc said, ‘more and more
cribing astrology to physical in-’
fluences and obscuring the magical
principles upon which it was based.’
But the basis is snll magxc * [empha-
sis ours].

. The Bible concurs. It groups aslrol_
ogers along with magicians and sooth-
sayers (Dan. 1:20, 2:2, 10,27, 4:7).
The Bible nowhere says magic doesnot
sometinfies work. It worked, remem-

-ber, for-thé-sorcerers in Egypt (Ex, -

7-8). We shauld not assume “that
soothshying and astralogy do not also
work — sometimes. Bhe same holds
true for ESP experiments, hypnotlsm

- water witching and other unexplained

phenomena:
- But just because they may at times

work does not mean God’s people
_ought to become involved with them.

The source of these powers is deﬁ=
nitely not God. - oW

your eyes B .

The Bible is clear as to how Chris-
tians should view astrology. .

Just the knowledge that ast:ol 2y
bégan among the ancien} pagans,
particularly in Babylon, and that’ u
pays special attention t0'a person s

The GOOD ﬂEWS January 1881
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»

- birthday (see the article

*Sho
Christians Celebrate Birfhdays?’s in
the May, 1980, Good N¢ws) ought to
make any true Christian suspicious.
The heathen were the. first ones to
look at the hecavens and to react to

“portents tfiey thought they saw.

However, God commanded His
people, “Thus saith the Lord, Learn
not ‘the way of the heathen, and be
not dismayed at the signs of heaven;
for “the heathen are dlsmaycd at

thcm (Jer. 10:2). .
" lsaiah prophesied that even though

astrologers originated in Babylon,

*in its-time of trouble:

they would be unable to help Babylon
“It was you?
magic craft and cunning that misled
you ... Therefore shall’ evil agsail
you . . . Go on with your spells! Prac-
tise all your magic arts [notice ongé

again the connection with magic]! . . .+

Y ou have worn yourself out with them
all; let the astrologers come forward
‘now, let the star-gazers save yow now,
who calculate the future, month by
month! They fare no better-than the'

straw burned by a fire: they cannot

K

»

-

save their own lives. .. and there is
none lo save you” (Isa. 47:10-15,
Moffatt version). .

There .are numerous biblical con-"
dcmnauons of those who “observe
—times;”-as"-an—astrologer- must--do- -
(Deut 18:9-14), those who worshlp

“the sun, and the moon, afd. the ,

‘stars” (Deut. 4:19, I Kings 23:
and those who serve :the “host of
heaven” (ll l(mgs 17:16, 21:3).

Of coutse, many adherenis of
-astrology. protest that they  are not-

- worshiping and serving the heavenly -

_ bodies. Maybe not according to rhexr
definition of “worship and. serve.”

- But peaple do obey thenr horoscopes,
‘and the Bible warns, “to' whom ye

- —yield yourselves servants to-obey, his - changed or-overcome.*

-servants ye are to whom .ye obey
(Rom, 6:16). « .

Our true guldo .

¢

For many, astrology is indeed a

“religion.” “*We are miodern: pmms,
one practmoner declared, *‘clearing

The GOOD N‘EWS January 1981

.up .peoples doubts about the way
their lives are going.”

God intended that the heavcnly
bodies be used by man to measure
time and seasons (Gen. 1:14). He did
not intend that they be looked-to for
-guidance in making decisions and

Our minds Were given o us 5o we ¢
*can weigh facts and come to our own § §
conclusions, Many of those who con- §
sult their horoscopes daily are rcally 3
“trying to avoid the responsibility of ¢
decision making. They want to be >
told what to do. They -feel more §

evaluations in our personal lives. Weg~  secure that way.

have God's written laws for that.

" &Thy wltd [not the sun, moon, plan-

ets, stars or horescopes, palm readers,
crystal-ball gazers, diviners, me-
diums or foftune tellers!] is a lamp
unto my feet, and a light unt¢ my
path™ (Ps. 119:105).

Of course it is evident that the sun
and moon wield considerable.physical
influence upon the planet earth, both
for good and, potentially, for harm.

teous, “The sun shall not smige thee
by day, nor the moon by might.”
However, no scripture speaks of the
remote influence of distant stars and
planets. And cePtaiMy mo scripture
tells us {o look to the heavenly bodies
for personal direction!

The heavefis declabe God's glory
(Ps. 19:1-6) But wisdom, guidance,
.understanding and the forming of an
individual’s character come from the

. laws and statutes of God, not fram

signs in the skies (verses 7- ll)
———We -are-to-judge-others
“frdits” (Matt.. 7:20), not by their

horoscopes. *Judge not accordimg to

the appearance,”” Jesus declared, “*but
judge righteous [according to God's’
Iaws] judgment” (John 7:24).

+ We are not forced to suffer,
throughout life, from certain charac-
ter weaknessgs merely begause we
were born when.the planets and stars
were: in a particular configuration.
Through effort, with the' power of
God’s Spirit; pcrson’ality traits can be

the Lord will.come upon thee, and -
thou shalt . .
man,” Samuel prophesied to Saul
(1 Sam. 10:6). When -Gad's Spirit
works with ‘a person he takes on,a
whole new nature (11 Peter ‘1:4).
Regardidss of his horosooge'

. But Psalm 121:6 promises the righ- !

. thine heart. . ..

*The spirit-of -

. be turned into another -

The Americap Soctcly%ycho— g
Ioglcal and Social Studies male this §
point: *Faith in astrology is harmful, ¥
for it encourages an unhealthy eva-

sion of the permanent problems of * ~

real life. ... The astrologers, who
offer thespublic a horoscope, which
takes the, place of conclusions drawn
from serious’ reflection, are guilty 04

. encouraging the human tendency 0
{ ‘choosing facility'rathcr than the diffi-

cult way.’

Why do millions ecagerly refcr to
their horoscopes every day? Because
“they . feel a need fort something to
guide them through the complexities
of life. Something they can look to for
direction, We as God's elect have a

guide thal never fails. Jesus promised -

that *“the Spirit of truth ... will
guide you into all truth" (John
16:13).

Before making a decision, a Chris-

" tian does not have to be congerned’
.+ about whether or not the planets are . -
“by- their .- in a favorable position. He needs only .

to be concérned about ,what God's

law says. Then he can make lus R

decision with confidence.

“Receive, | pray thee, the law from
Ais mouth, and lay up his words in
Thou shalt make thy
prayer unto him, and he shall- hear
thee. . . Thou shailt also decree a
thing, apd it shall be established unto
thee: and the: light shall shine upon

thy ways” (Job 22:22; 27-28). No -

‘need to .cOnsult horosgopes, zodiac
-§ charts-r astrelogseal computations. -

“Trust in the Lord with-all thine = . K

heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding. In all thy ways ac-

- knowledge him [not a horoscope!],

and he {not ah astrologer’s predic-
tions!] shall direct thy paths” ;Prov

.35-6) o .
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Chrlstlan'

By Dibar Apartlan

re you cou;agcou\s'?
The chances are that. you
will answer: “Not dlways. At
least, not as oourageouh as I want to
be.” -

But do you ‘know what courage
really is? Has it ever occurred to you
that to be decply and thoroughly
“converted you have to be deeply and

" thoroughly courageous? )

Indeed, not only does it take

courage to become converted, but it

takes even more to remain con--

verted. Amidst moral corruption
and confusion — in ‘a world of

rebellion and misery — some people

| -think thgt to disobey law is to show’

1 courage” Actually; - the -contrary is- -

true: It’s much easier to rebel than
to obey — easier to follow sotiety, -
with its customs and traditions, than

to stand firm 'for what is right in-

"God's sight. In plain language, it
takes vourage to be truly Chns-
tiane :

Courage is the opposite of fear‘ —
it is acting against féar.

U.S. President Franklin D. Roo, |
sevelt once said that all we have to
fear is fear itself. But how can you

“stop being fearful? How can you get

| rid of your fears, unlegs you repiace

them with something positive, worth-

while and more powerful .

A courageous péfson does what.
God wants him to do— regardl&ss of
the consequences. As a nation, we
need more qq’t\lragc As mdlvxduals

© 5:22:23)
““The Bible calls th@se virtues “the .

we need more courage. In our fami-
lies, we need more courage. And as a
"Church; we need more courage!

" The ‘source of power
‘Godhas chosen “the foolish™ and
“th® weak” things of the world to
confound those who are mighty in

. their own 1 eyes (1 Cor. 1:27). But God

has not “called the cowards of the
world 10 confuse and oonfound the
mighty! ~
People often mistake mc?lncss for
weakness. On your own your can’t do
much, if anything. You have no real
. power or wisdom. But with God’s
‘belp and the power of Hxs Splrlt you
--can-do-all thmgsu .
-~ To be among the “foolish” and
“weak” of the world is no excuse for
',ymx' to live in fear: “For God hath not

‘given us the spirit of fear; but of"
_power, and of love, and of a sound .

_-mind” (H Tim. 1:7):

“Think! If you are truly converted,
the Spirit of God shotld bear fruit in
you. The Spirit must expreds,
through you, love, joy, peace, pa-
_ tience, gentleness, goodness, faithful-
ness, meekness and self~comrol (Gal

fruit of the Spirit.” But do you
realiz¢ that courage is at the root of

.»-each of them? It takes courage to love

someone who hatcs you. It takes
oourage 1o express joy in times of

sorrow,” and to have peace of mind

amidst turmoil. It takes courage to be
patient or to show kindness, goodness
or faithfulness, and to practice self-
control. If you feel that your spiritual
growth has been slow, you are proba-
bly not showing as much courage as
you should in your ‘(}mly Christian

© life.

A true Christian is a wldncr — a

good soldier. But have you ever seen a’

good soldier who lacks courage? You

showed a certain amount of courage -
when you first answered God's call-
ing, but that was only the starting
point. You were called to change
“your habits, your ways of thinking
~and living. That takes Courige. You'
“were called to turn away from sm

. That takes much ooumge .

"No taith- without courago )
- Cfirist came with o ‘message of -

e courage and faith. He said, “The time -

is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is

at hand: repent ye, and behcve the =

-gospel” (Mark 1:15). .

When God called you to. repen-
tance He asked you, through -His
Word, to first sit down: and count

" thie cost, just like the builder of @ 7T

tower, to see if you had “sufficient
to finish it” (Luke 14:28). Notice
~— He didn’t say if you had enough
to start the job, but to finish it. .All

- along the path, you were told, you

would have to face trials and prob-

iem

=
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Both repentmg of your ‘sins :md
believing in the Gosp\. require cour-
age. Any change in life — especially
¢onversion — requires courage.
That’s why you need the power of
God's Holy Spirit to live llkc a Chns-
tian.

If you are convmced and you
should be, that Christ is coming soon
to change this world and to rule over

all nations, then you {must be enthu-

s
5
g

13
4
H

~*--No wonder - rhey'kack*couragc—ﬂut”

siastic — filled with zeal — dwpntc
your difficuities!
Ironically, many of this wofld's’

'people who call themselves Chris-

fians don’t believe in Christ’s retuin. .

you should not follow their example.

" You should be like Christ, Who with .

_courage faced persecutions and con-
demnations, while being lolally inno-
cent of any sin.

Stephen; the first” Christian mar-
tyr, was also a man of courdge.
Facing death, he didn’t hesitate to .
proclaim God's message and telt the
people of their sins. He said, under’
God's inspiration: *“You stiff-necked -
_people, incircumcised in heart and

" eary, you always Tesist the Holy Spir-

it. As your Tathers did, so do you.
- Which of the -prophets did not your
fathers persecute? And they killed

those who announced beforehand the
coming of the Righteous One, whom ~

.you have now betrayed and mur-
dered, you who rccclveﬁ the l%&as

dchve‘red ,by ‘angels and dld not kecp
it” (Acts 7:51-53, .RevN?d Standard
Version).

Would you have this type of cour-
age to face your persécutors, 16 look
in their eyes and proclaim the truth
even though jt m# cest your life?
Stephen did. He died for/thé.truth —
for the Gospgl~— for

sage. .
_»T6 believe in the Kingdom of Ged
in a world that rejects God requires
-faith. But faith withgdt courage is not
faith. Just like Abraham, you must be
* fully convinced that God is able to do
. what He has promjsed, and you must
act accordingly. Then your faith will

_ be reckoned to you as rig S
(Rom. 4:21-22).
hat do you do whe you havc a

sgfious problem? Do yoy simply pray
bout it and ~wait for the answer?
Prayer -alone is not enough.

You must do your part. As the
saying goes, after praying for a good
~haryest, you keep on hoeing. Trusting
God is waiting actively, not passively.
Ard that takes courage! Obedience to
God sets you apart-from the world; it

‘pier and ,more abundant. It makes

to Him. -

God loves' courageous people! He
has promised to never forsake you;’
you_will never gb hungry if you are
truly of His flock. David wrote: 1,
have been young, and now am old; yet
have 1 not seen the righteoys forsak-
en, nor his sced begging bread. He is
ever merciful, and lendeth? and his
“seed rsb}esscd (Ps 37:25-26). —

Hon of couradb

The prophets of old were men of
courage. Whttn ‘God told Joshua to
_ begin the batile to enter the promised
" land, He commanded, **Be strong and
»fa good courage” (Josh. 1:6).

hrist’s m&s-

protects you. It makes your life hap- -

you c(’mrdgcous and brings you cleser’

B this man’s blaﬁ(—,pon us(Acts 5 2&
RSV). The wer .Pcler and the

other apostles gave was one of faith
and courage: *We ought to obcy God
rather than men” (verse 29). ’

-, Do you realize that someday you

may have to give the same answer to
those whe persecute you?., .

» Hebrews 11 is generally known as
the faith ¢hapter. And talk’ about
faith it does. All of the people men-

_ tioned therein lived by faith, but that

required much courage. They didn'tN{ .

simply pray for God’s help: they
acted and fought as true Christians
shouid.

How about ng Davnd" What is |
the first thing that comes to your
mind when you think of him?.His
sins, perhaps? Or the psalms he

wrote? The ‘wives Kie had? Do you it

ever think of hup as a man of-cour- |

. age? -

“Look at the aititude he had when |
the other Israelites were frightened in |
the presence of Goliath the §iant.
David said to King Saul, “Let no

" man’s heart fail because of him; thy "

- #servant will ‘go-and fight with this ||

Philistine”™ (I Sam. 17:32).

Where did Ddvid get his assur-
ance? He was but .2 young man. He
did fot have Goliath’s - strength, or

" armature. But he had . courage. He

Jold the king, “Thy servant kept his
father’s sheep, and there came a fion,
and a bear, and took a lamb out of the .
fiock: And b went out after him, and
smote him, arld delivered it out of his,

. mouth: and when he arose agamst i

me, | caught him by his beard; and

~ -smote-him; and sslew him™® (vei'ses» :

v

. The apostles were also- men of _

courage particularly after they re-.
cetved God's Holy Spirit. It wasn’t
easy l'or them to preach the Gospel

amid continuous threats and persecu- ..

- tions.” They had to~choose -between
obeying God:and ‘obeying man —

“between entering the large gate and,

the narrow one: They were told by
- the autherities, “We strictly charged

here you have filled Jerusalem with
your teaching and you imend to bring

you not to teach in this name,. yet

34-35). .
‘And David added “Thy scrvam
slew both the lion and the bcard and

Noah endured with courage the worid's
ndicule and saved mankind m the ark (center.
left) Liketrse. Daynd daid not fear Golath (cen-
ter. nght). and deleated the geant wilh only a
rock and tus sing (below) -
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| have a sjmilar fate?

1 this u.ncircuﬂmcised Philistine, shall;be '

as one of“them, secing he hath defied
the armies of the living God (verse
36).

- Think of it! David," wnh o other
weapon than a sling, was abidjo face

1 the—giant, who was heavily armed

with a sword, 4 spear and-a‘shield.

| Whescdid he get his strength? From

God, He likewise got his cfurage
from God. o
< He told the Philistine: “Thou
comest to me with a sword, and with

a spear, and with a shield: but | gome"

to thee in the name of%the Lord of
hosts, the God of the armies of Isracl,
whort thou hast defied. This day will

the Lord deliver thee into mine -
hapd™ (verses 45‘46).

There is a'Goliath in everyone's
life! Yours could be in the form of

| sickness’ or poverty or. varidus othier

trials and sufferings. It doesn’t really
matter. The - fighting is always df

] God, provideg your courage.and atti-

tude are similar to David’s. When
your eyes and your mind are set on

‘God —— when you put your trust in

Him — you can have all the courage
you net:d_ whatever your problems. -
He will do your fighting for you. -

As In tha days of Noah

Noah was a man of i mtegnty, righ-
teous before God. He lived in a world

| of corruption and sin, just as we do

today. And he undoubtedly was a

| man of courage.

Do you think it was easy for him to

| stand up against the crowd and do
what God told him to do? It took him

many yearsfto build the ark, while the -
people armmd mocked him. They

.didn’t cease to ridjcule him.-They
| thought it -was utterly foolish to

expect a flood when there wasn'{ even -
a sign of one in sight.

It took couragefor Noah to accon]- -

plish his job and to patiently wait for
the felfillment of God’s ’prom?« ]
Have you ever.wondered why

| Christ compared Noah’s time t?-onrs

stating that the present world would

HE told His disciples: “But of that

day and “hour knoweth' no man, no,

not the angels of heaven, but my -

Father only. But as the days of Noe
were, 50 shall also the coming of the
Son of man be. For as in The days that
were before the flood they were eat-

ing and drinking, marrying and giv-

-ing in mar

ge, until the day that
Noe entered into the ark, And knew
not until the flood came, and took
them all away’” (Matt. 24:36-39). © ~
 And Christ added, *Sq shall alse
the coming of the Son of man be”
(verse 39).°

. We are living today in 2 world just
as corrupted as Noah's was. People )
deny God, break His laws, defy His
_authority, eat what they ought not
and contract marriages thal are
unlawful before Him.

God tested Nodh's gatience, just as
He's testing ours today, "How - ‘tragic
that, during- th:s,temng period, some

»of God's people are losing courage

;and deserting the shlp' You had.
better realize that Now is the time
God is, testing your faith,, _patience
and courage ~— as a member of God’s

departed. from it. He labored more
than the other disciples, working

harder and suffering more than any - .

“of them. His writings make up a large
part of the New Testament.

" Do you know what Paul’s writings’
reflect most? Faith? Yes, undoubted-
ly. Love? That's for sure. Obedience?
- Of course. &n abovc all things, cour-
age! -

Paul tells you to always rejoice,
and be grateful whatever the circum-
stances (I Thess. 5:16, 18). That
takes courage. Paul ran the race of
life and won.’So must you. Bui

" remember: It lakes courage 1o win!

What was Paul's secret?
. He reveals it troughout his epis-
tl‘es The Bible never states that a true,

Christian will live without” probiems |1

_or difficulties. On the contrary, " it-

Church yoy are. bemg judged now + warns'us thas we will be tested and

(I Pet. 4:17). N
In the days of Noah he - Was the’

“only righteous hurhan being on earth.
- Llkewise, today, 1thé Church-must be-

spotless, pure and righteous before
God. Noah persevered to the end. He
did not- weaken. We, too, must per-
severe to the end and not weaken.
Whatever the danger, whatever the -
persccution, we must serve God,
~being fully convinced that He will

" always deliver us.

However, just Inke the three He-
brews thrown in the “fiery furnau:
"(Dan. 3:17-18), we must also- prove
that we will nqt serve othcr gods or

.. worship “the golden image” — even
if God chooscs not to deliver us, That

_shows real couragc'

.

Paul’s courago

The apostle Paul's. life was onc “of
courage, faith and perseverance. It
took tremendous courage for him to
turn away from what he had pre-
viously believed  was. nght The .
change, in_ his. case, was very diffi-
cult. T

When God struck him on the road
to Damascus, the first question Paul
" asked was,.“What wilt thou, have me
_to do?” (Acts 9:6). . et

This eagerness to know and follnw
God’s will led Paul to conversion.
Paul was not afraid to change. He
didn’t worry what his friends would
-say. about him if he turned from his -
Yormer religion and began to worship
the true God. Moregver, when God
shdwed him the right way, Paul never .

" couragevusly.

pm\od But just like the apostle Paul,
-we must withstand afftiction in every
way without bcmg crushcd (1 Cor‘ 4
4x8 RSY).

“Is this. the case as far as you are
concerned? Can you say, hkg Paul,
that . +you are “perplexed, but not
driven to despair”? Do you fee] for-
saken when facing persecution? Or
can you say, like him, that you are’

“struck down, but not desiyroyed”
{verse 9, RSV)?

If so, nothing can shake you. But it
takes courage 1o have this attitude — |
and to be totally converted!

Paul further wrote: “We are
treated as impostors, and yet are trug;
as unknown,.and yet well known; as
dying, and . behold _we live;. as. pun- |-
" ished, and yet not Killed; as sorrowful,
. yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet
making many rich; as having nothing,
and’ yet possessing everything” [
(I Cor. 6:8-10, RSV). .

If you are a true Christian, this is.
the wey you must think and live.
Nothjng should separate you from .
God — no difficulty, no trouble, no
persecution, not anything or anyone.
God loves you and will always protect
you. He will watch over you. He will
. lead you'to victory, if you -willonly -
yield. to Hith and trust. Him —
stand

Therefore, “Be watchful,

. fﬁrm“in your faith, be courageous, be

strong. Let.<dl that you do be done in |
love” (I Cor. 16:13-14, RSV): L

What a trcmcndous warnihg and
encouragcmcnl’

L

15' — . '1"','
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" How to Test
Your Sprrrtual Character

What is the true test of your converszon7 How does God-
measure your spmtual growth and- maturtty?

o,

a

By Rnchard Ruce

»

o

ow does God evaluate thé
depth and quality of your

character? Ultimately, how

does God know that you love Him —

fhat.you are deagply loyal to Him "and
headed toward His Kingdom? °

Jesus Christ summarized the an- -

swer when He said, “Herein is my ~
- Father glorified, that ye bear much
fruif; so shall ye be my dascrpies
- (John 15:8).: -

But just as nature produocs holh
good and’ bad fruit, so humans can
produce fruit that may or may not be
acceptable to God. And God wants
Christians to bear good fruit!

“Ye shall know them by their
fruits. Do men gather grapes of
thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so
every good tree Bringeth forth good
fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth
forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot
bring forth evil fruit, neither can a
corrupt iree bring forth good fruit.

. Every. tree that bringeth not forth

good fruit is hewn down, and cast into

the fire. Whercfore By their fruits ye

shall know them™ (Matt. 7:16-20).
A biblical theme '

The Bible has a great deéal fo say

about bearing spiritual fruit.

Christ Himself used many exim--
ples from agriculture and nature to .

emphasize the need for Christian

branches: He that abideth in me, and
- I .ih him, the same bringeth. forth ..
much fruir” (John 15:5). :
God inspired David to write; “And
he {the man who fears God] shall be
like a tree planted by the rivers of

. water, that bringeth forth his fruit in.

his season; his leaf also shall not
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall
prosper” (Ps. 1:3). R4
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. spmtual growth.

I @m the vine, ye are the .

Paul tells us: **Now he {God] that
ministereth seed to the sower both
minister bread for your food, and
multply - your seed sQwn, and in-

-crease the fruits of your righteous- .

ness” (11 Cor. 9:10). _

- Christ also used the -term .good
_ works_to express the importance of
Notlcc Matthew
~5:16: “Let your light so 3 shine before
men, that they may 'see your good
works; and‘glonfy your Father which
is in heaven.”

Clearly. then, God desires that we
-do good_works and bear holy, righ-
teous fruit in order to glorify Him to
the ulorld

Tha growth process -

But how does this growth process

- work? How can we bear the kind of
fruit God wants?. To understand the
spiritual parallel more clearly, let’s

-~ consider for a moment the marvelous
process. of how fruit develops 'in *

nature,

# First,a blossom is pollinated. After
a few days, a tiny green bud of fruit
appears. It is then supplied .with
nutrients, in the form of sap, from
within the plant or tree. As the fruit

continues to receive nourishment, it

slow]y grows, develops and matures.
Finally, af}er many days, weeks or
months of growth, it ripens and is

~ ready for harvest.

_ In the Christian life, a similar thing

~-happens. But-remember. that until we. .

are truly converted,. faithful members.
. of God's Church, we cannot bear the
kind of good fruit“that really peases
Him (Rom. 89, Heb. 11:6). You cdn
read more about how o become a
proﬁtablc servant to God in Dibar
" Apartian’s -article in the. October-
November, 1980, Good News.

Qnce we are begotten of God and
pldced in His Church, the Holy Spirit

-begins to work. in our minds to pro-’

duce spiritual fruit. As the “fruit”
develops and grows, it is nurtured
through the inflowing of God’s Spir-
it. “Abide in me, and I [Jesus] in you.
As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself, except-it abide in the vine; no
more can ye, except ye abide in me”
(John 15:4). ’

As God’s Spirit flows into our lives
- like the sap of the tree — it
motivates us to think and act like
God. The Holy Spirit stimuiates our
growth. In reality, then, it is God who
produces the fruit.

When we act on the Holy Spirit’s
promptings, our “spiritual buds™ of

»

fruit are energized — they start to

change and grow: As we continue to
act and respond to each new stimulus
{showing love, gentleness, meekness
and the other fruits of God's Spirit),

- We begin to form habits of obedience .

to God and His way of life.

The fruits of Gods Spirit. ripén
and mature from use, practice and
experience. Given time they become
ingrained habits of righteous chdrac-
ter. The development of perfect, -
holy, rightcous character” was what
Christ wanted when He commanded,
“Be [become].ye therefore pcrfcct
evene as your Father which is in.

‘h@avcn is perfect” (Matt. 5:48).

God created a variety of fruit for

_us-torenjoy. in the natural wosld — .

apples, oranges, peaches, pears, figs,
grapes. Since the physical world is a
type of the spiritual (Rom. 1: 20), it
follows' that God intends for us to
produce a variety of spiritual fruit.
Galatians 5:22-23 lists nine specif-
ic fruits of God’s: Holy Spirit: love,
joy, peace, longsuﬂ'enng gcmlcnws,

l . 19




© . ‘remain”

goodress, faith, meekness afid -tem-

perance. When we're tumed. in. to

Gods wavelength anG act on lhe
influence of His Spirit, thesg fruits
— habits,, reactions or patterns of
conduc;y-— will characterize our
lives. They will be part of our every

" thought, deed and action, causing us -

to become more like God.

Your fruit is-to remain

In speakeng to His disciples about
the necessity of bearing fruit, Jesus
- said, “Ye have not chosen me, but I
have chosen youw, .and ordained you,
that ye should.go and bring forth
fruit, and that your fruit should.
(John 15: 16) A “similar
exhortation - is found in Revelation
30,
that fast which lhou hast, that no man
take thy crown.” 7

Erd‘Fn these two verses. If our bearing
fruit is to continue, we must keep up
- the effort! The fruits or qualities of
character God is building into our
lives must be maintained. -

“Behold, I come.quickly: -hold -

’
-

quality —as we will tring rorth later.
This does not' mean we can ever let
down.— -but that we should be
constanily redoubling our efforts!
Remembeér that -in the parable of
the¢ sower some of the seed sown
produced thirtyfold, some sixtyfold,

some ahundredfold {Matt: 13:23). It -

all dépends on how diligent we are —
héw much we strive to become god-
like, how much we respond to the
mner working of God's Spirit.

Like a sfee, each of us goes
through ous\“tagcs of growth.
The a;mount of fruit we bear depends
on our rate-of Progrgss. God is,the
“husbandman™ ‘who is working with
cach of us, watering, nurturing,

dunging,, culfivating, to bring forth
.the fruit He wishes us to have. . 7'
- Don’t give up or be discouraged.’

 Give God time to work His purpose
- Ap important lesson can be drawn -

. The Bible-commands, “Let broth-

ey love continue™ (Heb. 13:1). Like

* some trees'that bear fruit contirually
-— among them lemon, orange and
grapefrml — the fruit produced by
God’s Sprit should be never ending.
Even-though hundreds may “eat of
your fruit,” the supply should never «
run; out. In other words, you are to
produce a perpefual harvest of rich
spiritual fruit. :

Sometimes we pet dlscouraged
becaise we do’not grow as quickly as™
we think we should. We become
frustrated because we do not see
tangible fruit being borne.

One reason might be that we starg
to respond .in a given direction but
stop too soon — short of completion.
We may become bored with routine
or even wearyswith well doing!

Remember, it takes time for. fruit
to grow. An apple tree doesn't bear
fruit overnight. It may take years of
cultivation, pruning and nurturing
" before the results begin to show.
And, even then, the first year of.
' harv;,sl may nat be the best. It may
take several years before the best
fruit yields are seen.

. Thersame is true in a Christian’s
life. The fruit we produce in the first
few wgeks or months after conversion
may not be as much — or of the same

20

"~ déveloped. In some” places, sich as” -

in your hife. As a tree grows, it adds
“trore friit. In like manner, the more
we zealously. practice the way of God
.and do good works, the more fruits of
righteousness God wﬂl be able to
producc

s

A lifelong proc-ss

Before it is fully npc a pcach is -

tart, green and inedible. In order for
it tobecome rifkand ready for use, it

- must go through a ienglhy protess of

developmént.

The Christian's goal is to beoomc
perfect. The word perfect. according
to the original Greek used in Mat-
thew 5:48. means 1o become mature,

hoie. compigte or entire — fully

Luke 8:14, the Greek word translated
perfect even means “ripe.”

Becoming perfect — becoming

mature, whole and complete — is a
" lifelong ‘process. It may take years

¢ from the moment we are begotten

until ‘we are fully mature and ready
for the Kingdom. However, in order
to attain thig high callmg, we must
become more inature — ripen, so to
speak — a little each day. N
This means our fruits of righteous-

‘ness are not just onc-time acts. The

fruits of God's Spirit are to be
expressed again and again in our daily
lives until we actually take on God’s
likeness. :

Thus, as we -continue to allow
God's Spirit to motivate our behav-
ior, we will take on, little by little,
“the fuiness of (}od" (Eph. 3:19).

“But the path of the just is as the

‘shining light, that shineth more and
“'more unto the perfect day” (Prov.

4:18). True righteouSness js not
attained quickly, but invélves :&{ns_e
effort over a long period of time.
Some in God's Church show oniy
the appearance of a healthy tree, but
they have never borné fruit. Others

", produce blossoms and buds, but

through neglect allow the flow of the
Holy Spirit tosstop, and the fruit
withers and drops off. Siill others
let the cared of this world or perse-
cution drain their spiritual strength’
se that they become barrcn and fruit- -
less.

) Jesus Christ w_a.rncd “about “these

. conditions. In one instance, He

cursed. an unproductive fig tree

(Mark 11:12-14,20). - .

He also cautioned: 1 am the true
ving, and my Father is the husband-
man. Every branch in me that béar-
eth not fruit he taketh away: and.”
every branch that.beareth fruit, he
purgeth it, that it may bring forth
more fruit.. .. If 2 man abide not in
me, he is cast fonh as a branch, and is
withered: ard men gather them, and
cast them into the fire, and they are
burned” (John 15:1-2, 6). -

It behooves us to examine our lives
daily to be sure that we're connected
to the vine — tied to Jesus Christ and
God the Father in a vital relationship
of love, so that we will have -the
continual strength to produce the
rich, abundant crop Ged desires.

The true test -

is the' true test of a
. Christian’s character ang his right
" standing with God?

Jesus said, “Wherefore by their
fruits” y¢ shall know them” (Matt.
7:20). The final test of-a person’s.
character is his fruits — how he lives,

What, then,

what he says, what he does.
involves the totality of his being.

What kind of fruit tree do you
represent? If you're newly bapnzed
gou may be only in the bfossomlng or .

sudding stage — yoyr fruit-bearing
process has just begun.

But if you art an older Christian
and have been in God’s Church for
many years, your bfanches should be
laden with many beautiful varieties of .
spiritual fruit.

Are you a barren or productive
Christian? This is the true test! " O
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The Power :
of Believing Prayer

Prepared by Richard H. Sedliacik

s

Th’e Gocd News, in conjunction with the Corre-
spondence Course Department, presenis brief
excursions into the study of the Bible, delving into
topics relevant-to the developmem of future
members of the God Family. Bible study is one
means by which Chnstlans are renewed _daily (il
Cor. 4:16), s0 let’s refresh curselves with moreé of
the precious truths of God's Word!

Instructions: The format of these mipistudies -

is similar to that of the Ambassador Coliege Bible
'Corresp%gdencai ‘Course. Look up and read in
your Bible the sprlpture freferencar given in
answer to the g atmr!é.-Commems following the
questions elabc ate on the scriptures just read.

That's all there is.to ‘rt' (These studies are.based

on the King Jar_nes Version of the Bible, uniess
otherwise si’a!éd ) . IS

) Pr ar,,to God .is stresaed in the Bible, but
neglectdd by miany people today because mdst
- fail to realize the.power of believing prayer.

You have read that believing pragyer can move -

mountains, heal incurable diseases and raise the

~dead. Prayer was effective for' Jesus and the

aposties, as weli as the prophets before them,

‘bist many Christians will admit their prayers aren’t -

jdoing much today — if any'thmg!
Why?

Becatise prayer 1o mosl people i8 @ ritual ol.'

words — a form, a ceremony, a liturgy of
sanctimonious phraseology — an utterly mean-
ingless obligation.
God simply doesn’t hear such empty prayers!
What, exactly, is prayer? And why should we
pray ift the first placa?

mtended 1o help Spirit-begotten Christians achleve
- God'f glorious purposefor theirlives.

essential 1o being born into God s Family. And
only through believing prayer is God's instant
-help available o enablp you to overcome the
temptations of Satan, the world and your nature,
which lead to sini

Notice now a few inspiring examples, of the

Prayer is personal, intimate, énderstanding com-
mumcahon with God Almighty. Daily fervent prayeris

Meaningful and effective prayer is absoiutely

T

power of believing prayer by men who set them-
selves to obey the almighty, eternal God.

After God led His people israel out of slavery in
Egypt, they rebelied in the wilderness. When
Moses climbed Mount Sinai to meet with the
Creator God, the lsraelites plunged into |dol~gta'y
and sexual lewdness.

1. What did God declare to Moses? Ex 32:78.

* Did God actually plan to destroy the nation of

istaei? Verses 9-18. -

God's wrath was stirred. The God who later |

came in the flesh as Jesus Christ was ready to
annihilate the children of Israel because of their
wickedness and sensual debauchery. A whole
nation was about to be destroyed!

2. Did Moses immediately intercede on behalf

of isrhel? Verses 11-13.

‘Without hesitation Moses earpestly prayed
that God would spare thé nation. In utter humility |

. and deep concern, he fervently besdught God to

spare His people whom He had redeemed trom
Egyptian bondage. Moses reminded God- of his
glorious promises 1o Abrahaf, Isaac and Jacob,
and pleaded with Him to turn from His wrath.

3. Did God hear Moses’ fervent prayer? Did

" God actually change {"repented”) His mind and

spare.the nation of lsrael because of oneﬁmln 8
prayer? Verse 14.

Moses’ prayer changed the ‘entire course of
history! it changed the future of an -entire
nation,

4. Another outsfanding exampie in the Old
Testament is that of Elijah, a prophet of God.
Was Elijah weak — did he suffer the downward
pulls of the flesh as any other man? Jas. 5:17.
And yet, what did he earnestiy pray might
happen? Jas' 5:17-18. Turn to | Kings 18:17-39
and read of another specnt:u!nr answer 10 one ot

" Elijah’s prayea's o RS

The reason God heard Emah 8 prayers is,
because he served God wholsheartedly.. He
walked with God, tatked with God, cbeyed God.
Not only did Elijah have faith in God, he had the
faith of God! Elijah knew God was there. He knew

. God answered prayers. So he put his whole bemg

mto his prayers.
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‘And Gog answered)

‘All too many hang back in_doub! today. Most
are hesitant and apoicgetic ip their prayers. They
are not sure of God's will so they pray cniy
haithearntediy. God inspired these and many cther
exampies of answered prayer to be reccrded n
the Bible for us today {i Cor. 1C:11) s0 that We
might become “'mighty in prayer.”’

5. Aré we to approach God's g
with boidness? Heb. 4:18. And with
fervency and yrgency? Jas. 5:16.

6. Did Christ have absolute confidence that
the Father aiways heard His pmye:s? Jochn
11:41-44.

When Moses prayed for israe!

Jesus could pray in absolute faith because He

_ kept in close cContact with and drew upon the

Supreme Power of the uhiverse!

The servants of God definitely c:d not hang
back apoiogetically in fear or gnawing doub!t or
indifference. They ail knew God's wili. and they
prayed accordingly — boidiy.

7. Wha! is-oyr configence whes we pray 1o
God according to His will? | John 5:14-15. .

Fdr you to pray boldly — with real. taith and
confidence — you must first know God's will. His
will is reveaied in the Bible. [You must! come to
know how God thinks, how He acis and how He
views things. You must know His character and
His hoiiness, the purpose He is working out here
below and the promises He has made in His
Word® Then, and only then, can you pray to God
botdly and confidently. -

8. Will God sometimes perlor .even above
and beyond what we ask of Him? Eph. 3:20.

Learn to expect answers to your prayers. God
reveals Humself as s living, dynamic God whd will
ntervene on your behall — it you will beseech
Him in believing prayer.

in-Matthew 6:5-15 Jesus epumerated the prin-
ciples of ellective prayer. He showed that

through prayer God’s-children — truly converied _

and .Sprrii-led” Chrigtians — can have an ever-
deepening relationship. with their Father in heav-
en. By prayer we praise and venerate His name,

“office amd bgneficencs. By prayer weé ask for our

daily physical needs and for the spiritual help,
inspirafion and guidance necessary 16 grow 8pir-
itually By prayer we confess our transgressnons
and are forgiven daily. And by prayer each and
every one of us cag have an intimate parl in God’s
Work on earth.

9. Dig the apostle Paul espe}ally ask Chris-

he .prayed
_ boldly and courageously. When Eiijah prayed, he
, brayed boldly — with faith and confiderce. And

e they ™
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tans iz gray ¢or Gooe'ministars ! Thess. 8:2
Heb. 13:18-13. Was he. very gratelu: for tr@ r-
p;aye scnhig behait aha for *ms teiisw min: s‘ers 3
it Con. 11811 :

Cfler Lo yow‘ cer ﬂ'\?a E*esr-‘*‘e“ grayess ¢r
benall cf God's Work and fér God's ministers s¢
ay s..eax a 3 white the 1yt of God glan
and 'z:~ dly, and be granted gratestis ic carryic
bHis Work Y:;.,- rja'im, _te*\.e‘t ﬁnaye-s for help,
@eliverance and nsgiratica for those © '3
the Werk of God's U* 7 togay cah ac"gmc‘-sh
miracies

10. Oo uh;es!aans.toé*ay r.eed e mav that God
wiil continue to apen “doors” Tor Hig Weork so the
‘Gospe! may be greached more efettivaly ‘ground
the wchidg? Col 4:2-4. ,'

Prayer opens doors of tadi o, !e;av;gmn and the
printed page so that cms: Gospel o the
eoming Kingdom 61-God can be prociaimed as a
“witness unic ail nations’” (Mail. 24:14)

11. Should we aisc pray that God wili send

more laborers io help (n the grea! Work of His .

Church? john-4.35, Mag). 9:37-38.
Pray that Christ's ¥Gospe! will pierce the
hearts and minds of more listeners and read-

A ers. Pray that God will iay it ort the hearts of

‘1

i
I
1
1
|
§
§

»
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many more o become co-workers in helping
(o support His growing Work with their tithes
and coffer:ngs. And pray for more consecrated
laborers — with thvé skills and talents Goo
foresees wil] be needed — 1o he led directly
indo the Work of God. .

12. Are you one who Yor some.reason is
separated from other true Christians, but wanis
to have a greatsr part in helping them and God's
Work? What is the marveious-example set for you-
in Cajossians 4:12-137
. Epaphras, was one of the apostie Paul's help>
ers. His part in God's Work that Paul referred 1o
especiaily was prayer. You can have a significant
roie in the Work of God as well. We all have ready
access to God's throne room in heaven through
earnest, believing prayer.

So pray to God every day. . S

Pray fervently for the Work, other Chrlstmns

" and yourseif — and expect God to answer!

Estabiish a habjt of daily prayer. Mainfain

© personal contact with God to receive the power

“to spiritually overcome and uitimately obtam His
glmﬁemal life. -

When you do, your prayera il acco-nphsh
much good for others and a miraculous change in
your life through the power of G6d's Spirit. And
you will be achieving the very purpose for wmch
you were born ]

;«5 otins
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Some who have ieft the Church -
. ctairn Christ did away with God's .

law. One scripture they cite is
Luke 16:16: “‘The iaw and the

prophets were until John: since .

that time the kingdom of God is
preached.” Would you explain
the meaning of this verse?

Jesus Himself explains in the very
rext verser “And it is easter for
. heaven and carth to0 pass than one
tittle of the law to fail™ {verse 17).
Have the starry heavens or the planet
carth passed away? Jesus said it
would be casier for them to perish or
be destroyed than for God's law” 10,
pass away or perish!

On another occasion-Chirist told a
young man sceking the way 1o cternal
life. “If thou wilt enter into life, keep
the xommandments™ {Matt. 19:17).
How clear that God’s holy law is stili
in gxistence.

But what, then, did Jesus mean by
the suaucm’em\ “The law and  the
prophets were until John™? When
Jesus spoke of the “law and the
prophets.” He was referring to the

" Old Testament. The first five books~ .« what they were] by the law, did work -

of the Bible. written by Mases, are
known as the law; the books of Joshua
through Kings. Isamab, Jeremiah,
‘Ezekie! and the 12 minor prophets
comprise the “prophets.” The third
major section of, the Old Testament
was known as“the “writings” of
“psaima " Notice Luke 24:27-45.

Jesus. therefore. meant that the
Old Tesiament sgriptures alone were
preached untl the cocming of John
the Bapust That was aif they hgd
The New’ TQ(;A.mcm had not yel becn
written!

When John came on the &
Palestine. he was the forerunner of
Jesus Christ,
before Him, the “voice of ane coving
in the wiiderness” ¢Mark 1:3-8).

ohn thundered to the Pharisees. the

adducees and all the people of his
day. "Repent ve: for the kmﬁd&}m of
heaven s at hand” (Mat. 3:2).
’
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v frgm the

Swene in

pxcmrmg the way’

"‘*v way fer C"‘rs’
! what Gospel — good
neuy — g Cw- preach? “Now
after_that John was put in prison,
into Galilee. preachimg
ke gospel cf the kingdom of God.
Arnd saying, The time is fulflled, and
the kingdem of God is at ha::d repent
ve, and believe the gospel” (Mark
t1i14-18).
Christ preached the same Gospel
as John' This 1s why He said that

Gospel or goud news of Géd's coming

‘Kingdom was proclaimed.

What did Paul mean in Romans
7:4, when he said, “Wherefore,
my brethren, ye also are become
dead to the law by the body of

.Chrigt; that ye should be married

i{o another, even to him who is
raised from the dead, that ws
should bring fonh fruit unto
God”" .

"Notice carefully what Paul said.
He did not say, “The law is dead.">
He clearly said. Ye ... are become .
dead.” The law of God did not perish®
But the people became dead to the

law by the body of Christ.

Verse S helps explain it. “Fer when
we pere in the flesh™ —- thar isl
before we were converted. and whil

- we wer? living aitording 1o the pulls

of the fiesh — “the motions of sins,
which were [manifest, revealed for

in our members o bring forth fruit
unto death.” Thus, when we were yer
sinners, we ‘were worthy of death in
God's sight, having transgressed His
holy daw.

“Butnow.™ Pauvi esplains in verse
6. “we are defivered from the law”
— that 1. from the inexorable death

- penalty of the law. Christ paid it for

s — 0 our stead. The law of God
no longer claims our fives, “that
being dead wherein we were held;
that we should serve in newness of
spini. and not :n the oldness of the
letter ‘

While sinners. we were worthy of
execution. But, now. Paul says, we
are dead 10 the faw — that is, the
penaity of death has been paid by
another. Jesus Christ. who gave His
life for us. So far as the law is

concerned, the penaity is paid — we

are dead, in Christ —

.
.

and there is no

tme of\John the Bapiist, the =

104,

ve im C'"“sl

This verse in nd way say;
deze away. It merely s"\
Christ paid dbe penalfy of the ]
us. He died for us. We are dead with
him {Rom. &3-4). No _crge* é
condemnnation await us {Rcm. 8:
because we are also made sy 3
alive with Him through His resar-
»‘.-C‘Ir_d\R"‘*TJ 64 5. 11)
+ No lopger, then, are we in a sense
marrisd ko sin, the way of the fesh,
bul we are 10 be married 1o anciber,
evén 1o him who i$ ralsed from the
dead [in mewnmess of “itfe]. that we
should brirg forth {ruit
{Rem. 7:4). =

Wouid you oxplainfuhat Paul
meant by “‘the end of the law”
{Rom. 10:4)? .

‘Those who attempt to do away
with God's law” often turn to thés
verse. [n the previous verse Paul
explains how the Pharisees were
going about trying 1o estabiish their
own righiécusness, apart from God’s
righieousness. They ignored the sac-
rifide of Christandt thought that mere
commandment-keeping would be
ehough. for ansone. .

But. as ‘Paui points cut in ser&e 4

“Christ ts the ‘end X

belicveth.” What does “the end of

the law” mean? [t means the aim, .

the purpose. the fuiness or cutcome

‘of ghe law. Christ in us gives us the
* power to keep God's holy, perfect -

law. since we iack the spiritual
strength, ourseges. {Rom. B:4):
Apart from Christ, no one can
manage 10 keep God's law in the
spirit. By his very nature, man fa!ls
far short. But through Chri
can (Phii. 4:13). The aim {sr e':td
of 1he law is tc make us like

('qm_. - .
his word end. used in Romans

is also found in James S:11:
“Behcld, we count them happy which

enduge. Ye ba\c heard of the paticdoe

Lcmi Ls very pitiful,
and 0! jender mercy.”

Now, did James mean that Chyist's

eng had come? Of course not. Rath-
er. James expiains 1t himseif. They
had seen the purpose or aim of the

- Lord — “that the l_md is yery pmful

and of tender meri:y

unio God”

the jaw for .
righteousness to every ong that

.




o you always gel along per- ; K, AR « i . - » .
. fectly with everyome? Of ) . .
. ‘ course rel. No cne doss. K reputaticn for dragging Chyistians

. " Strife, unforpnately, 5 common ; ) . N Anto prides;. The disciples look
t0 all human beings. Jestis said that - > . him as the chief enemy'of the Gospa
offenses ‘are bound to occur (Mait. . of encouragement), a Levite, a native  — an anhpe:secuw: of the faith.
18:7). He cven gaw a formula for of Cyw sold a ficld which bo- |, How could Ihcy know he wasn’t a
- recorciling Chrisijafis who become  longed to him, and brought the mdn- " wolf its p's clothing? Neediess t0
- . . divided over some unfonunalemn ¢y and laid it at the aposties’ feet™ *  say Jerusalem brethren did pot
_rence (verses [5-20). {Acts 4:36-37, -Revised Standard welcome Paul with open arms. .
Yes, problgms between brothren  Version thmughouu cxcept where But Barnabas came to the-rescur!
__ame bound 10 occur, cvem in our.  noted). Bar first came to the  The man from Cyprus was willing 10
- churchesbarcund the world. Con-  apostles’ attention because of his lib- step into the gap ~— to stand up for
“veried human beings do fall oyt with  eral support for the Church members . Panl. “But Barnabzs took him, and
. cach other from-time O time. at Jerusalem. His example was so0  brought him to the apostles, and
" When these unfortunate situagions  outstanding that he is the only person- - declared (5 them how on the roed he
octul, do you try to make peace or  mentioned by name as a positive  had seen the Logd, who spoke 10 lim,
-are you part of the problem? Do you  example of giving. Barnabas’ act- and how ai Damascus he had
bring offended parties back together  stands in siark conirast to the poor, preached boldly in the name .
or do you fuel ahe ﬁrm f strife? -  example of Anafias anﬁ Sxmara . Jesus” (gkrse 27). Barnabas recog-
; 108 {Acts 5:1-11).° nized Panl’s conversign and Was will-
-Barnabas surfaces again in Acts 9. ing to support him.
Here he cncouhiters Paul for the first Whe keows the difficulticd Paul
- time and finds him in a2 difficult  might have bad if @ hadn't been for
A practiced pdacemaker . situstion. . Barpabas? This was Paul's first
Letsj,axealookanbe ex;mple of . Paul was re%amely new o l&e attempt to fellowship with the
onc man who practiced peacemaking  Christian faith. Luke picks up thd  Church, as far 25 we know, Only the -
— who let the Holy Spirit work in  narvative for us: “And when he  role of o true pescemakgr made 3 °
him-to help bring peace o odms "{Paul] had come to Jerusalem be  mesting of minds possible. Paul was §
Barnabas. attempied 1o join the disciples; and accepled by the Jerusalem brethsen. 3
.The first reference 1o this man is they were all a%’ra.d of him, for they Kiotice the imporiant result: “Sc ke
found in the book of Acis: “Thus  did not believe that be was a@sts?!-e {Pauil] went in and cut among them 2t 2
Joseph Wwhe was surnamed by the  (verse 26). v Jerusalem, preaching boidly in the §
apasiles Barnabas (which means, Son B:cwrc the situstion. Paul had 2 nameof the Loid” (verses 28-29j. Byg
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Christian unity at Aﬁtioch

G:xspe; m,-,g
mANIKh o

1 plece cf
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0 - 1

{te apostles ¢

foct mw

32510 —1"7‘1 och AD&&C'&""

them a]
Lord with sicazﬂfas* g&w fer tc
was a good wan. full of (ke H@:y

Spirit and of faith. And a large
oompEny was added 10 the Lord™
(Acts 11:23-24).

Barnabas voiced approval of what he
saw faking place in Antioch and began
1wb#lld cn the foundaticn already ﬂ&ﬂ
Rac’al prejudice (he was a Levite) did

zot diminish the warm welcoms Bar-
na&aa» extended to gentile Christianity
in Antioch. Tm:'hapmvawua was that

nore answered -the calling God had
given. Barnabas [inkild Antioch with
tFe motker churchin Jerusalem. Once
again we find him m the role of 3
bridgebuilder

And why was Barnabas able 1o &mwg
aboul such positjve fruits? Because “he
-~ was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit

and of faith.” Here was a man who kept

himself cime 30 Gad! - -
But Barnabas was nol Kuﬁﬂg satis- ¥
fied wath his own effaris,al Antioch.

Gifis that be himsel! lscked were

needed in the church there. So what

. did he do? The next verse tells us that

“Barnabas wen! to Tarsus 1o look for
Saul; and éhen he had fosnd him, he
brought him 10 Antioch™ {verses 28-
26). Barmobas brought Paul mio the
piclure when 11 was obvious a man of
his 15 was needed. The resules
were that “Feor a whole year _they
{Paul aad Boreabas] met with the
church. sand wupht 2 large company
of people” iverse 263 Barnabas’
unselish acts zlaaye produced goody
results, they furthered the teavhing
of the Gospel message. -

?he nifg )

Houwever, B.xrwahm was 2 human
: . He was not perfect while yet in
.%38! pe ye

N
-
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T tkought 1t best =51 10 l=2ke

1Rglrsecond svangel
T our, ol I "g zfier the jerusalem
a fortumate incident.

corleremoe
- . S .-._44 4

e
100K lace.
“Ang 2fter

whene ae
tte Leord.
A=d Barmahes womt y

them John col’e® Merx. But Peul

with

trem cne who Rad withdrawn frem

them in Pamphyiia. and b2d no:
gcne w1k rhem 1o the work” {Acls

15:36-38). Mark had atesdozed an

God.wants peopie of
courage in the Church —
people who will make _
peace and reconcile
. brethren who have -
‘misunderstandings, not
become a part of 'f
the problem. Are you
willing to follow- -
the example of Barnabas?

. _ I

wlaer wour for some ans!atcd rea-

son. .

, ‘“And'uhsré arose a sharp conten-
tion, so that they separated from each
other, Barnabas 1ook Mark with him
and sailed away te Cyprus, but Paul
chose Silas and departed, being com-
mended by the Brethren 1o mhe grace -
of the Lord And he rough
Syria and Cilicia, aircngahenmg the .
churches” (verses 39-41). .

The parraine 1 ragher ha:'t herer
Not mach background « intluded. We
doknow, however, thal John Mark was

3. relative of Balnabes (Cal. 4:10p -
Perhaps this %laod uwmshap in-
Muencod Barnsbus 1o insist on giving
himn anciker cho while Paul per-
snied thajto do "d be fooihs mﬁy

df\ﬂ« @, Mars “-’L{s‘,} basdoned them
both dunng o provious tos Whalsser
the detais of the dupute, Psul and
Barnabas dppareniiy were unabic to
" seoonciie their differences.

T aspiritef

© have misunderstandings, not become

Al was forg:
;:e.ace 78807
Romans 8:28: "And »

_uhmgs work ipgether for good 0
them that {ove God. 1o them who are

n%‘e «:amm 3&6'\6353 0 his purpose”

?aJJ spmc well of doun Mark in
later years {Col9:14-1%,
24 1 Tim. 4:11). Paul g i
Just before the firal curtain <
on his life. Ore of his last requests :
was 10 ask Timothy 1o bring John L °
Mark with him 10 do the Work. He
refers 1o, Mark ag7y pwﬂa&.e E=%
vant of The - Gospel, an c_pJ
did n@® hold a ihengime cfmbg :
Anlioch incident. \ur @b»m&.v 23
pmvgé “';:msclig over a gﬁrwd
time.

N

- I rerraspect. Basnabas™- @fﬁf‘fm
'm stick with Mark: aumed a for ;'* .
the good -in the ismg run. \‘!véui-{
Mark have ever walien his gaﬁpe! i
Barnahas had noy Tnien encd.on hig
behalf? .We do a0l know. ka‘d!ﬂ
not record el the deialls behing: %‘M'
iident. » -

God wants geopie of wu'.rage in lhe
Church — people who will make
peace and reconcile brethren who

a part of 1he problem.
- Are ‘you -witling te follow -the -
gum?&: of Barnabas? O '

1
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‘The ciréumstances leading 1o the Kuman birth of Jesus Christ
ni‘ﬂke ah incredible story: showing the divine power of God. With
zim Lss’ue The Goad News begms a new series of articles.

RN

e

A,)

"Byﬁm_;gg King Johnson

> = - -¥:

a&&! 4ﬂh 1ssie, iwe begm a new seng; m’ {haa éippéamd m The Woria’wide Néws. .
afaielgs; for children, on the pmpie amﬂ;
3 dcn,nbt:u in the New Testament.. Y wegeh,

“Stories from the New Tmzamem is wrmeﬂ .~ the {’.@mi,md Ore.‘ North church. Mr. Wolder-
by Smmc‘ King- Jnhnsan A deawu%v\s ip the - ton, apm «\mba&ador( College graduate, is the -
" Lincain. Neb.. congregation - Mrs.-, Johnson . 508 of the iate Basnl Wolverton, who authored -
~authored the*'Stdry for Young Rm;dmte“_.i serigs © and. liiustrazed Tke Blble Story. a 0
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. marvelous event.

., Mary ls'hosen .

. Jewish girl in Nazareth -
-as she sorted parched

~of her family dwelling. o

.- appear so suddenly . bdside the bcnch upOn

" her'miiid about this angelic individual who hjd
. “tome-to talk toTier. And-her. thoughts turned fo
" the man she had promised to marry. How woutd g
-.Joseph receive the news that he would not |
the father of her first ¢hild (Luke 1:28-38)7
' Mz}r‘zjemded to visit her coysin, Elizabeth,

.in Ju

“The GOODNEWS - January 1981

Something so big, so important, that
angels” by the thousands gathered to
_annotnce it. Thcy alerted shepherds on a

Somcthmg trcmcndoﬁs was happcmng

Judean hillside. “A Baby has been born in
Bcth!ehc?ﬁ!""they sang joyfully.
him!”

All the angcls in’ heaven had . awalted this -

hour. “#he Second Person in-the God Family
had come to earth to be born as a human.
Many people know about the shepherds who

found the baby Jesus lying in a manger, and the’

wise men of the East who came bearing gifts.

But det us go back and see some of the

Go see'

“‘r |
' band had been stricken dumb whllc he was .
carrymg out his. priestly duties in the T¢mple at
Jerusalem (Luke 1:9417). More than six
months ago Gabriel had made himself visible to

'Zgichdrms and told him that he“would have a
son who would have God‘s Holy Spirit wittr hith

. . from birth: This son’s task would be that of

preparing the way for the commg of thc
Messiah.
~ Because Zacharias would not behcvc thc‘
-archangel’s words, he was strxcken dumb until
- after the birth of his son:
*Mary began to realize that she had come to
the right home fqr encouragement and counsel.

“preparation dnd plan- e

ning that went into this

The archangel, Ga- B
riely dpp'eared to a

grain in the courtyard =~

For three months Maty stayed
n Judca and poured out -
o her hedrt s deepest feclings to
. her cousin. When ‘she returned
" to Galilee, she was ready -~
-to fulfill the role laid out
- for her by ¢he Eterp_ali

Y - She described to them

~ y how ‘Gabriel had ap-
peared to her ang had
made the announce- .
ment that she would
become the mother of g
Child who wouldreign

‘tencd with wonder, Za-
~charias and Elizabgth
began to. put . together ,

" **Hello, Mary,”
greeted, the drchangel
~**Oh” She was ‘startled to see -somedne

she sat. - .
on’t be dfrdld Gabriel contmucd “God

whic!

Cispery. pleased wnth you. He is goingto use ypu -
. tg be the mother of a very special Child. You'll

give birth to a Son who’ll be given the thronelof
hisy father David, He'll reign over the House jof

Asrel forever.” .. . - |

ary rcsponded submlsswely “Yes, sir. [It
dll be as you say.”’ But there were questions|in

c

When she arrived
Zachdrias and«Elizabeth, she was surprised to

_find that Elizabeth was six-months pregnant.-A

much older woman, than Mary, Elizabeth was
teyord normal childbearing years.
When Zucharias came into the house ldtcr

 Mary greeted him with congrdtulatlons He

smiled and podded, but made no reply,
Elizabeth explained .to Mary th: )hus-

the home-of = -

- the two incidents.

“Fhe cousins talked for.lo g hours, trying to
per(,exve what, the future held for them, realjz-
ing that they would have ap important part to

» Play in the developments. - -For three months
Mary stayed -in Judea and. poured out hér
heart’s deepest feelings to her cousin. When she

* returned. to Galilee, she was ready to fulfill the
role ldid out for her by the Eterndl

-

__ Joseph makeq a decision

“.. Returning to Nazareth, Mdry told Joseph _'

-, about Gabriel’s apyearance Sh¢ repeated the

conversation they iad had, 4dding that alreddy
she was bearing this Child of Gbd..
larmed and bewildered, Joseph went to his .
‘ xemry work with a heavy hieart. He wrestled
w1th the new problem hour after hour. Then he
.redchcd a decision. He would not wed Mary.
‘But again there was dngelic intervention. One
_ night as Joseph slept, he dreamed that an apgel
- spoke to hlm “Don’t be-afraid to have Mary-be
your wife,” the angel said. “She’ll give birth to
Godis Son. You myst hame Him Jesus. He will.
save His people from their sins”” (Matt..1:19-21).
The dream so. relieved. Joseph’s mind that in
tht mommg he zrose, dressed and went at once
to arrange for his marriage to Mary. [
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over Israel. As they lis--. -
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© GOVERNMENT of Gob on earth!

) ]’Conu’nﬁed from page I)
\.,“zthc Kingdom.” What do we mecan?

“We mean making it into God’$ own

FAMILY! We shall be a FAMILY —
. the Gop FaMiLy!

Now to train us tg.ba a part of that
- divine FAMILY, 'od made us male
and female. God ordained the mar-
riage union and the human FAMILY.
God intendéd us to LEARN HIS KIND
OF FAMILY RELATIONSHIP in our own
FAMILY LIFE here in this present life!
Now keep that in mind. I'm coming
back to it. But keep also in mind
somcthx g clse.

Since 'Adam failed to resist Satan
and to restore ‘the GOVERNMENT OF
"Gop, nonc of Adam’s children could
overcome Satan and qualify to re-
place Satan on that throne aver all the

earth and to RESTORE the government .

of God. So finally God sent His owN
Son, His only-begottén Son, to be-
come human as well as divine. Jesus
was GOD in humansflesh — God as
well as MAN. He was the onLY human
ever able to obey.God's great spiritual
Law perfectly, resist and conquer
Satan and QUALIFY 10-RESTORE the

More than that, He was able to'set
us an example of living THE wav of
God’s spiritual: LAW, to die for us,
paying for us the penalty of our sins,
and to be resurrected by the FATHER,
thus 4making our resurrection and
immortal life possible — so that we
may “become God’s CHILDREN in

’GODs FamiLy, and born Gop Be-

INGs. We together with God and with
Christ shall form THeE KINGDOM ' OF
GOD, RULING ALL THE EARTH WITH
THE GOVERNMENT OF Gob. Satan
then shall he banished. -

Now Adam cut himself and His
family OFF from God and from
receiving God’s Holy Spirit. God
made Adam’s decision. BINDING on

Adam’s EamiLy who form the whole -
world — UNTIL the GOVERNMENT.
_OF Gob is RESTORED and Satan is |

"banished, so Satan cannot lead hu-
manity pny longer AWAY FROM Gobn!

And that means UNTIL the Second

, Coming of CyrisT and restoration of
! GOD'S GOVERNMENT bgp the ng-
.dom of God. .

Meanwhile God made an cxg
tion in cutting Adam’s FAMILY

i .
28 .

- §

from God. \Qod calied Abr; m_out
of Satan’s"world, and 430 years la
Abraham’s children to become God's

NATION. To them He gave the OLp
Covenant — a marriage covenant
that made them the wife of Yahweh
who was to be born as Jesus later.
God gave them His spiritual law but
they, like the first Adam,, refused to
obey it. Only the prophets of Isracl
obeyed, and only they shall be m
Gop's KingpoM wiTh Gop
CHURCH!

Then when Jesus came and QuALL-
FIED to depose Satan and RESTORE the
GOV ERNMENT OF Gop and for Himself
tosit on that THRONE with power torule
the whole earth, God the Father called
ce aones HE chose. He called them
10 COME QUT OF THIS WORLD —— out of |
SATAN'S world — to receive, His Holy
Spirit. This begat them as ‘His CHIL-
DREN, in His BEGOTTEN FAMILY.

He called us out of the wyrld, to be

PARATE FROM the warld. To live a
FAMILY LIFE to prepar¢ us for the
FAMILY LIFE that shall Be His KiNG-
pom! r- 4

Now UNDERSTAND THIS! I'm afraid
many of you | have NOT understood
it!

The KINGDOM is the divine Fami-

‘LY of God. I we cannot live as a

FAMILY  should live, according to
GOD’s SPIRITUAL LAW, now, while in
God’s Church, WE 'SIMPLY WON'T

MAKE IT INTO GoD's. KINGDOM

(which is His divine FamiLy!).
.Now PLEASE! PLEASE, dear
brethren, HEED THIS! Many of you

~are NOT living the kind of FAMILY.

LIFE that is preparing you for Gods '
Kingdom.-And if you DON'T repent,

 and reorder your whole raMiLY life,

YOU SIMPLY WON'T MAKE IT INTO
THE KINGDOM! | MEAN THAT! It is
LIFE AND DEATH for ALL ETERNITY!

We found at the summer SEP .
-camp at.Orr, Minn., that in many

cases the shildren DO NOT EAT WITH

.THEIR PARENTS AT HOME!

It is reported 10 mé that many of
you are LAX in c¢hild training and in

4tcach1ng your little children! You

ARE-NEGLECTING YOUR FAMILY LIFE.
And you 'may be NEGLECTING SO
GREAT SALVATION. :

Listen to what Gob s&ys! “How.
shall we [we in the Church] escape, if
we NEGLECT so great salvation?”
(Heb. 2:3).

. This entire year i 1981 we'pplan 1o

5
L )

Not Judged?

ozr{;ued Sfrom page 4) }
they might read this and realize"
the VAST DIFFERENCE bétween our\

vaunted ‘“democracy” and Gonp's
government, whose basic constitution

is the way of LOVE to ALL — “GIVE"
-instead .of selfish *“‘Ger.”” Then they

should read my -bdoklét, Just What
Do You Mean —. Born Again?

You sce, human peopie must be
REALLY “bornagain™ — bornvery Gob
Persons — with the HOLY, RIGHTEOUS,
* PERFECT SPIRITUAL CHARACTERoOF
Gop®ctually inherent within them —
“that is, Gop Beings who CANNOT sin
or go contrary to God’s way of “GIVE”
(IJohn 3:9).

Physical end spiritus!
phun of manl

As mortal Adam failed to rcjcc!

Satan’s “GET" way of life —

REJECTED God as Revealer of know!/
edge of good and evil — took to him-
self the rcasomng out of the knowl-
"edge/ of what ‘Constitutes good and
‘what'is evil or sin — REJECTED God
as Ruler — rejected the government
of God — rejected God's WAY OF
LIFE — sinned by transgessing
Gobp's LAW — as Adam did all that,

" so Christ rejected Satan and his way

of “GET" c?nquered Satan, KEPT
God's Law,YoBEvED Gop and
QUALIFHED ‘o RESTORE the govcm-
ment of God.

So of the Two phases of Godh
MASTER PLAN, the physical and spirf- -

“tual: 1) The physical stage of God’s -

PURPOSE for man began with Adam,
and 2) The spiritual ¢reation of man
began with the second. Agam, Jesus
Christ!

God made MAN'S decision —

madc by the ﬁrst man, Adam for all

put extra emphasm on HOME and
FAMILY life — on parents getting

" closer to their children and children
10 their parents. Many articles all this -

year will HELP YOU. TAKE THEM
smuou§Lv for many of you are

. NEGLECTING your very salvation!

God says to You: “For the time is
COME that judgment must begin at
the house of God: and if . . . the righ-
teous scarcely be saved, whcrc shall
the ungodly and the sinner appcar""
(1 Pet. 417:18). o ~° '
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his family: which constitutes the
world — BINDING-upon Adam’s fam-.
ily UNTIL the government of God is
RESTORED to earth. Christ the second
Adam qualified to,do that. But Jesus
ascended to God's throne in heavem,
there to.receive the Kingdom over the
whole earth from God the Father.

God made one exception 'in BIND-
iNG Adam’s decision upon *mankind.
" God reserved to Himself the preroga-
tive of calling- certain-individuals to
come out of Satan’s world — ouT oF
Adam’s family -and be begotten into
- Gop's FamiLy. And wWHY? To pre-
pare a, people who Would choose
.Gop's WAY and God’s government
— who,would reject Satan and his
way of “GET" — who develop in this’
mortal life” thg holy, righteous, per-

fect. spiritual CHARACTER of GOD. — "

_who shall have REJECTED Satgn's way
of life. Who, in other words, hdve
REPENTED of $tN, and have chosen to
receive God's own righfeousness and
character. And who, in a word, Rave

overcome Satan and QUALIFIED to* -
reign with dnd under Christ when He*

RESTORES the goveriment of Gol to
- earth!

Actually put another way, God is
. calling those of His CHURCH out of this
world to be trained in a real Christidn
fife to HELP SAVE ALL THIS wom_D
THE TIME=OF THEIR JUDGMENT
FINALLY. COMES! True Christians are
called now to resist and overcome
Satan, in order to HELP save the whole
-world wherr God’s time comes to judge

and save the world! )

_Jesus affirmed God’s decision

" The fact that God did make binding
Adam’s rejection of God - that Adam
" cut himself and his family (the world as
awhole) OFF from God is made plain in
Genesis 3:22-24; “Anld now, lest he put
“forth his hand, and take also of the tree
v of life, apd eat, and live for ever: There-
fore the Eternal God sent him forth
from the garden of Eden...So he
. drove out the man; and he placcd at the
east of the garden of Eden CHerubims,
and a flaming sword which “turned
everyway, tokeepthe way of the tree of

- life.” .
« Jesus affirmed man’s being cut off
— all except the FEW individuals God
specially calls whg\n He said, “No
man can come to fhe, except the
Father which hath sent me draw
hlm" (John~6 44). Unless specially
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caMled and drawn by God the Father,
no man can come t6 Christ. All have

been cuT OFF from God! WHY? Real-

.ly two reasons — Adam’s decision,’
and every man’s own' Sing have cut

. him off. And none¢ can be reconciled |
"to God the Father except through’

Christ. Yet none can come to Christ
except those called and drawn by the
Father! And that narrows it down to
the FEw individuals out ofiearth’s bil-

_lions of today — the comparative’
. FEW who compose God's CHURCH!

Now recount: Satan js still.on that
THRONE — and Satan is of such great
invisiblesevil spiritual POWER that he
has deceived the whole world, which

" is.cut off from'God. Satan has made
it his, world. He is the god, of this °

world. The world is living hi$ way of
“GET.” And mankind (except the

Y Church) is cut oOffr from God!

UNTIL, that 1s, Satan is -banished
- from earth’s throne and CHRist is

- ‘ruling on it!
. Jesus Christ QUALIFIED to réplace ™
. Satan on carth’s throne, and to

RESTORE the government of God (and.
way of life of “GIVE”) to the earth!
But -now observe the CuureM.

" They are the ones God has called out’
of llus world — out’ of its ‘way of
“GET” — to repent of that way, to
believe God and His Word and to
receive the GIFT of God’s Holy Spirit.
Remember at this point, man was

*t oreated-with a spirit in him. I call it a

“haman™ spirit. It ¢mpowers -him

with physical and matérial intellect, -

but-NOT with comprehension of SPIR- .

. ITUAIMKNOWLEDGE! Marn was made

to NEED a second Spirit = the Holy
Spirit from Gob — to opgn his mind

tospiritual knowledge and beget him ~
with Gop-life*as a son of God to '

become, by resurrection, an actual

Gop Person.

But the CHURCH is composed of

* those who. have turned from sin (the

way of “GET”) and turned To the law
and way of life’of Gob.: They have
received the Holy Spirit, opening
their minds to Gop’s way — His*
splnmal LAW.

~As Jesus™“ QUALIFIED 10 repldCe
Salan on the throne ruling the wholgy
earth, so each member of the Church
must QUALIFY. 10 sit with Christ on
that thrqne RULING with the
RESTORED government of God. When
resurrected as very Gop Beings,
Chnldren ol' GbD they with.God and

" vert Mosaic law (minus God’s

»

with Christ shall constitute the ™
KiNnGDOM (or Family) of Gop!

But the begotten true Christian in
the Church must, in ,this human

» Christian life, overcome Satan and -
‘this world, and develop the haly,

righteous, ‘perfect spiritual CHARAC-
TER of ,God Himself —~of a Gop
BeinGg! That is the process of the
MASTER PLAN‘of God working out His

* PURPOSE!

Meanwhile, unknowingly and in-
visibly led by Satan, man has formed
his own religions — Buddhism, Conz

_fucianism, Tapism, 'Shintoism, Mos-

lemism. Satan led rabbis after the
days of Ezra and Nehemiah to per-
5 spiri-
tual law) into the religion of Judaism.
And the Babylonian Mystery religion
turned into a counterfeit *Christtan-
ity,” taking the pame or title

“ “Christ” as the.name of their reli-

gion. Nevertheless, it is the Babylo-
nian Mystery religion [grown great,
and was rugn%-over the nations,of
Europe (Rev. 1'7:5)] and her *“harlot”
daughter churches. With this “Chris-
tianity” Satan has deceived muth of

" the world. Through it, Satan has done

away with .Christ’s Gospel — the.

- Kingdom- of Got. Wwurning the “King-

dom” into the church. He has caused

“this counterfeit to DO AWAY WITH

God's basic spiritual LAW — the very
foundation of the government of
Gop, which Satan rebelled against!

‘They hold doctrir®s the very antithe- |

sis of those of Ged’s Word, the Holy
Bible! - .

Now’ mcanwl'ulc for this « first
6,000 g;ars mankind has beerr cuT
OFF from God, deceived by the god of

‘this world, Satan.

Meanwhile,  mankind, except ‘the
very, very few God has specially
called, has been cur ofFr from God.
Mankind has not been judged — YET!
Except those very few specially called

" in God's Church, that ig}

But wHAT ABouT all the rest?
What about the billions and billions

-of people uncalled —as yet?

THEY SHALL BE!
You've héard about *“the jupc-

. MENT DAYS coming.” People have -
talked about it — but not understood -

it. :
That will b(;‘explained in PART 2 of
this article, to be published next
month. O

(To be continued} .
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" What's the driving force |
" behind your marriage? §

What'is it that makes pedple marry . . . or stay married? For some, like the characters illustrated here,

. it might e the determination of one partner that gets and keeps it together. Others might marry for
" love or physical attraction, but find they stay married for more mundane reasons--security (financial
- ‘ ; ' . or -emotional), social pressure, moral
obligations or “‘for the children.” In-
_creasingly, though, as attitudes change,
N many are discarding marriage for iess

. perrfrggent arrangements. And’in ail -
the r, it's unlikely that many people

havetaken the time to discover theyreal -
¢ heart of the issue. An important book-
| let that's yours for. the asking can help
guide you through the confusion to an
understanding of the meaning and
- puspose_of marriage. It's entitled,
| Why Marriage! Soon Obsolete?
To request your free copy, just
fill out and return the
. coupon helow.
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Why
wagrince / |

Subn Ousotee?

s

. USE THIS SPECIAL
“PEEL-OFF" LABEL ON
THE CARD
- INSIDE g




