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"_'!hg work'?"’, béginning on page 2. Photo by Scott Smith.
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“Proof of the Bible' Special
I am going through the December
issuc of The Good News for, the second
time. Not only am I reading it for the
second time, but I am now in the process
of reading all the scriptures in the articles
and marking them in my Bible.
| belicve that, there is more meat in
these articles than [ have ever read
before, and in the past almost two ycars,
the articles in. .. The Good News have
been really improving very fast. We need
all of these articles we can get as tme
draws near the close of this age.
Roy M. Manlcy
Bonapza, Ore.

Wise men not biblical?

Regarding Shirley Johnson's story —
third paragraph, page 27 (January),
would submit this note: ° '

-“Mahy people know about the shcp~
herds who found the baby Jesus lymg ina
manger — this is per,the Bible — “and
the wise men of thé cast who came bear-
ing gifts” — which is not biblical!

Would someone care to'comment?

Joe V. Rrooks
Palmdale, {alif.

The wise men from the Easi are
indeed biblical (Matt. 2:1). They learned
that the infant Christ was living with His
parents in a house in Bethlehem, and
traveled There 10 worship Him. They pre-
sented Jesus with gifts of “gold, and
frankmcensc. and myrih” verse 11}.
M7Fs. Johnson described this visit of the
wise men in the February instqliment,

* Only membser in Japan writes

I 'want to thank you very sincerely for
all you do for us every day and for keep-

\mg this Work going dhd hurrying it

téward the end goal. I am behind you and
praying for you daily. Thank ‘you for
always keeping me ml"ormcd about the
Work by sending me your newsletters
and WN? also the PT and GN. 1 am still
the only; resident member in this couptry

* as far at. 1 know, so I very much appre-

ciate all the literature and information. It
helps me moreover to pray better.
- Catherinie Okano \ -

/'“V\ Ablko. Japan

T ~

Iformatipn includedwith @ map in
th€ February issue (pp. 14-15) was in
eriqr. Total Plain Truth circulation is
app ximately 2.5 million, of which 1.5
milliok copies are sent to subscribers.
One million are distributed on news-
stands .




T heWa of Llfe
T hat GAUSES Success -

a*

W WAS REMINISCING with two
| of our executives on the

high estinfate I placed on .

Imyself in carlier. life =~ in my
twentiés. "1 was a very impor-

tant individual in my own eyes

then,” I mused. “You have no

idea how far I've skidded back-

ward since then.”

They ldughcd
claimed one,
. {the formula of how to go back~
| ward like that!” .

Reflecting on this bit of banter lat-
er, | decided seriously it would be

“Well ™

profitable to write that formula for all -

our readers. For it is the formula for
the only kind of success that is real
‘and satisfying and I&sting.

For as long as | was important in

my own eyes, | was actually of no.

{more importance than a paper “bag
filled with air. True,-I was ambitious.
|1 worked hard, studied hard; dsove

myself on relentlessly to achieve what- .

I then viewed as success. But actual-

ly. ass} know now. it was a striving .

after -wind -~ pure vanity -- a

swelled-up self-exaltation that was -

like a toy ballopn that will burst when
pricked with a pin_. -

The skidding backward began w1th

'tlk flash depression of 1920, which
senl numerous big..corporations, -

|among which were my main, custom-
ers, to the wall. It was a national flash
catastrophe over which 1 had no con-
trol. 1t left me, by 1922, a deflated,
\near-frustrated young man of 30. But
not for fong. [ said: *1'll bound back.
You can't keep= good -man down.”
Seif-confidence returned. 1 began

“l wM\ you'd ngc us.

.ure and succes
states of happirtess or depression,
" about life itself 'as pedple lived it.

dcve‘loping another business.

But by 1926. just when my new
advertising business was begjnning to
accelerate, anothcr nationwide occur-
rence, not of my making — or even
my knowledge, at the time —:
wiped out that business. *

Once again the seLF was deflated.
The cgo was punctured. 1 took a new

look at myself. And what 1 now saw ..

was pretty humiliating. I called
myself a burned-out “hunk of junk.”

.1 felt unworthy to be cast onto a junk

pile. At this point a soul-jarring expe-
rienge and a new self-appraisal
resulted.in a total about-face. A jolt

“¢thanged the direction of my life.

years pow played their part in shap-
ing a few life from this point on. The
inflated ego. and self-assured ambi-
tion had been aroused at age 16."But
as far back as memory extends I had a

. Evs}u&and experiences of earlier

\passion for UNDERSTANDING. ™

I have written elsewhere of the
experience, when 22, as the “idea
man” for the editorial dcp;u'tiwnt of -
the couqlry's largest trade journal. In

nual

conti \gill throughout the
Umtcd States~[ was assignedlnot -

only 10 search out successful -sales -
ideas and business management tech- -
niques, but also seek out the reasons
for the success of the few, ano the
failure of the many.

On this assignment I' pioneered in,
making surveys, based on the law-~

- of-average principle, sampling public

opinion, attitudes, consumer buying \
habits, facts about life — about fail-
— . about mental

Now as | reﬁecled back, | reahzcd

had interviewed were the lcast happy.
Bank accounts were, full but lives
were empty. - - *

Now, having taken the count twice

“as a result of nationwide occurrénces

not of my making — now reduced to
actual economic poverty — it became
clear at last that, truly, it is more].
blessed to give than t¢ regeive.

This whole world. it became pain-
fully clear, was operating on the
“GET” philosophy. The philosophy of
“I love ME, and I care nothing about
you.” The way of competition, strife,
taking, acquiring, amassing — of
being served rather than serving.
Actually, in economic poverty I
found rest from the nerve-shittering| .
driving, - striving after that which
NEVER SATISFIED when acquired! ]
began to see that LOVE is not spelled

~u-s-t" but rather is pointed in the
oppoasite direction - LOVE-is an oul-
going concern for the one loved.

It became crysla! clear that there
are two overall: philosophies or waYs
of life. One is the SELF-centered way.
It is simply vaniTy. It loves self only
(which, as | had learned from a.text
on advertising ?sychology, includes
‘that which you call Yours — your| -
wif@ and family, your club, yout
political party, your football team,
your *country in time. of war). It
includes not only love and greed
toward SELF, ‘but envy, jealousy and

" even hatred toward others. -

1 could see why so many marriages
break up — or, at least, are unhappy
One confuses *falling in love” with
the sex attraction . that stimulates
DESIRE .— toward SELF. And when
one does not BT what it wanted
Sfram:the mate, resentment sets in.
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that ‘the most succcssful" pcoplc‘l

(Continued on page 27)
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Just

hat Is

“T eWO RK??

And what was i, and how OIganzzea’ in 1933,

L

he Work of God, and
the organization and

government of the

'Church of God, underwent

radical changes from A.D. 31-
70 to 1933, and also from 1933
to the present.

We need now to stop and get

our perspective. Was it as it’

should have been ir 19337 Js it
TODAY?

Radical and significant changes
have occurred in the world during
these intervals. Yet the same Church

of God has continued — not, in the'

years 1927-33, as it should have been.
Yet it was the only body of believers
on earth that had the true name —
the “‘commandments of God, and the
faith of Jesus” (Rev 14:12).

WHY the Church? — ltu
PURPOSE '

The purrost for Wthh Christ
built the Church exemplifies its

‘WORK — its activities. And Christ,

through the New Testament, gives us
the pattern by which it, as a sPirI-

TUAL ORGANISM_(not a human ot

worldly- organization), should be
organized to carry on its WORK.

The purposk, like most things in.
1) To™
ANNOUNCE for a witness to the world

the coming Kingdom of God (the « -

God’s pLAN, is dual:

triz Gospel), to prepare the way for
Clirist's coming.

¥

\

\

andfrom AD. 31- 707

By Herhert W. Arrnsxrc‘fng

-

¢ B

* 2) To prepare the pcopk‘: whom

God adds to the Church to. become
the” Bride of Ghrist. TFo “fged the
flock™ on spirituaFfood. The Church
must overcome Satan, grow in ghite

and spiritual cﬁaracter and splrn‘.ual‘
fal, .-
divine Gop P _:QN& — ruhng n\ﬁar,f

knowledge  tq become ety

Christ as kmgs and pnests s :luaL

ly.

.The Cmncmhau "be built to be
the spm{ual TEMPLE to whicle Christ
shall come (Mal. 3: 1). Yet this Mala-
chi prophecy is’ spcakmg primartly of
preparing for Christ’s Second Com-

*ing, as verses 2-5 clearly show.

- John the Baptist’s preparing the

' way before Jesus’ first, human com-

ing was therefore 2'TYPE foreshadow-
ing one in"the same power and spirit

" preparing the way for His coming as

KING of kings and Lorp of lords to
RULE ALL NATIpNS. John the Baptist
put ‘emphasis on the LAW (or way) of
God, and calling to REPENTANCE. So
the apostle leading today’s Church
must §xplain world evils caused by
transgressing God's law of “GIVE”

(outﬂowmg LovE) By living the way
of “GET" -— cal¥ng to repentance.and

- 4
announcing the world tomorrow.

under the GOVERNMENT OF GOD, by
the' KinGDoM oF Gap.

What was ‘‘the WORK,"” and how

-organized, A.D. 31-707

In those egrly apostulic days,

beginning A.D. 31..the Gospel was ‘

proclaimed to the world solely by the

. these

b

“

we have toddy. Those pregiajming M

rowboat. or- satlboat. ‘No ‘means “of
communication Wkisted exctpt hand-
-wriifen letters carried afoot or by
slow boat.

"How organized? How ‘feed the

“
A
v

apostlcs and cvangchsts — ne. radle. F '
- TV, print ér’such modern facilities'as

“~went forth by foot, dorikey or horse, ’

flock™? The form of organization is

outlined in 1 Corinthians 12 and

Ephcs:ans 4 primarily. GOp, siot man, . .

or the world, set the pattern of
Church -organization,' government

and, operation ‘of its WORK — first |

aposties. hert'Toangglists, pastors,

elders. Some of these were preaching,
others’ norﬁprcachlng. elders, and

“there were deacons and déaconesses

helping with thc more physical mat-

ters.
ngnLy Tve prophets are menuoncd

in the Nuzv estament and none of
contrib hurch doc- ,

ed to
trine beliefs or texching — or admin-
istrative or txecutive functions.- But
Old\ Testament prophets’ writings

were\ a source of Churth ﬁoclrmes «

and teachings.
Beginning A.D. 31 Christ' was

. Heap of the Church, Peter was chief

apostle. After some years Peter and
most of the ongmal 12 seem to disap-
pear from view. Jesus apparently had
sent thgm to *‘the lost shcep of ‘the
house of Israel.”
Europe and Britain (Matt. 10:6,
15:24). They were “lost™ in identity
and »spirityally. They had lost their

then in Western.

i

NG

' too

God

' has

cp

the §

B TV
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- SURPYRSSSRUE V L  .J . -
/ - ) . .
- « * Hebrew language.-After some years ‘q"cﬁgc { wofidered, “Where is the true Conference of the Church of God.™ |
. : of Church exstencefthe apostle P: rhurch?™ They were so impotert  was ordained by this “Oregon Con-
| seems 10 be the chief apostleyl he spiritually’ (Rev. 3:1, and even in * fcrence I preached for them from
Middle East and Rome. He Was in  biblical knowtedge. yet whai they did “ordination, June, 1931, through
authority (1 Cor. 11:28, I Cor. 5:3- have was more .biblical TRUTH than November, 1931, then again from
;/ S, 4:20-21). any other church‘){fy researches February, 1933, to ‘August, 1933,
i * The WoRrk was not complex then  revealed. Thty had “the ‘command- e s o 1
‘ Iy as to%ay. The Gospel traveled slowly. ments of Gog. and the testimony of ~The Phlladerphia‘ﬁa- born
. " There were no modern dr mechanical  Jesus,™ and the right name — and no In July. 1933, | started a six-
facilities. Paul and others often spoke ™ other church had. But they*were so nights-a-week series of meetings for
, to small groups (Acts 16:12-13). small -— so pitifully weak. They were  six weeks in a 36-seat’country school-
K But about A D. §3 the Gospel of " not proclaiming e Gospel of the  house — the Jeans school — ecight
: the Kingdom of Ged was being stp-  * Kingdom of (f{)od but “the . third miles west of Eugene, Orc Result: 11 |-
£ PRESSED, supplanted by another that . angél's message. new baptized members ‘plus cxghl of
: . , Wwas not the true Gospel (Gal. 1:6- But Orwhdldld thcxr “Work™ con-  us already.‘baptized — total: 19. It
A sfst, and how org; mzed’ They were'  was just over 100 19-year tichycles
o By A.D. 70. when Jerusalem was - organized on co rcgdnondl (demo-  after the very first Church was
overrun by the Roman armies, the cranc) governmyent. as a “bianhual founded by Jesus Christ. | had been
) proclaiming of the true-Gospel fo the gcncral conference.” To the best of  ordained predisely, to the moath, 100
“world had. virfually or completely my knowledge they hadJess.than a2 time cyclgg after the first apostles
- - ceased.. The namer of Christ was  thousand “members and -an unedu- | were ordained. June, 1931.
- ; prcached and even_grace’ - byt  cated ministry — Yhat is, not college On forming of the new littie parcm
| ~grace turned to license to dxsobey educated. The editor of their church - church. | ceased working under juris-
! © Jude 4). Thcy took - lhc NaME of  organ. The Bible Advocate. seemed  -diction of the Oregon Conference.
. .'Chrisl calling. , themselves. “Chris-.  their Joader. Five members could a]lhough‘l continued voluntarily as
' . tians™ — proulalmed J€¥us was ~  form a Iocal church, and each church «_ their pastor. The Worldwide Church
CHRIST. yet DECEIVED the world  had one vote. Their ministerg,” who  of God was a newborn fledgling that
* (Matt.r 24:5). as Jesus, prophcs:ed knew.the Bible well so far as their  Christ, the HEAD of the Church. was
- - . Bui the K\\C‘DOM or Gon was not imited doctrings extendedy went out . conducling solely by. me? known
¢ proclaimed. The- ““law was done holding meetings. in members”. ‘' beginning 1934 as the Radio Church |
. " away.™For 100 time cycles the Gos- . homes, .in tiny tents and such means.  of God. It btcame the Worldwide | .
. H - pel Christ proclaimed® was sup- © I inquired- of older -members. but  Church of God in 1968. »
g PRESSED! The true Church continued. none knew of # wingle (.,onvcrmon - ¢
{ persecuted. often or mostly meetmg “resulttng rom the prcachlr;g What IS the-Work, and how
- seqretly. . - of any minister. organized TODAY?
4 . . « In 1931 thg Oregon mem- As stated above, the Work of
! - Th Work — and how Qhu":h bers splitc The half my wife proclaiming the Gospel Jesus
“9rganized — 192733 , . and | had fellowshlppe‘d brought from Gop was supprcsscd
{ ~ Icameto knmﬁ\bflhe true Church . with (nevet joining). , beginning aboul A.D, 53, and not
i of God. fall of 1926. and as'it contin- . formed a new ‘church cor- | -proclaimed to the world after A.D.
‘ - ued to about 1940. Headquarters in poration as “The Oregon 70. for 100 time cycles.
1926 were At Stifrﬂ_ﬁrry. Mo. ‘After In our day 20th century, \he .
: my original six monthis in-depth o t . churches of * Chrlsuanuy" ‘proclaim |-
. study and research into evolu ‘merely their messagk about Jesus. -
- tion as a basic approach to They proclaim .that Jesus®was the
all knowledge. andof the ‘Christ. But {hey say
} _ Bible that to me proved to “the law of Gop
A » be that approach and is. done awdy,”
= God's revealed knowl: and therefore
! « ‘ preach no
real re-
|. — _ pentance. The
o . “Kingdomp™
<o S Beginning with the . has ‘become.
EE ] ' tools pictured gt right. either ‘‘the
’ God's Work in this ers Church™ or
, has used modern mass some ‘ethereal .
communication to grve . PN
© the Gospel 10 the world ~ nothingness “sct up
. in men's hearts” The
’ Ppot by Scoft Smun GOSpé[ of the KINGDOM
- - [ -

© - Tne GOOD NEWS qord 1831




Oi\%ou_was not preached. It was not
proclaimed by Seventh-day Adven-
tists, one of whose cardinal doctrires
was the “‘investigative judgment,”
which
thousand years with Christ IN HEAV-
EN. The Church of God, Seventh
Day of Stanberry, Mo., proclalmcd a
“third angel’s message.” The true
- GospeL had not been proclaimed to
the world for 1,900 years' — 100
time cycles!
Please do not misunderstand.
“Time cygles™ are- definitely NOT 2
Church doctrine. But the sun, earth

and moon do come into almost exact -

conjunction once every 19 years. God

uses the relation of the sun and moon.
to the earth as His means of marking -
off points in TIME. We do not makea .

“doctrine™ out of a “day” measured
by the sunsets, the month measured
by the new moons as seen from earth
or by the lunar year, or lhc “solar
year,

But a century of time cyclus isa
definite measure of TIME. And a cen-
tury of time cycles after ‘the first:
birth of the Church was a TIME that
Ged DID USE as a time 10 start a
REBIRTH of His Church, when once
again just before the close of the
6,000-year duration of the “day of

« man,” and the ushering in of the day
of the LORD, His Gospel of the King-

dom would be proclaimed worldwide -

(Matt 24:14). -

Al this point we need to under-
- stand a PRINCIPLE by which God
always has worked through humans.
He has always worked through ONE
MANYE a time. He worked through
Abraham. He worked through
Moses, through Joshua, through one
“judge”-at a time, through Samuel,
through David, through Solomon. He
worked through Peter and when
Peter had left, the Middle East,
through Paul. These men had, in
greater or lesser number, staff assis-

»

tants under them, but God's WoRk
was through the ONE MAN AT A .

TIME!

THis 1 THE “WORK OF GOD
and no¢ a humanly organized institu-
tion, operation or organization on the
worldly corporate type of organiza-
“tion, function and procedure.’

Too many have viewed the World-
wide Church of God, and what we

had the resurrected saints a - -

call the WoRk, as a secular, man-
devised ORGANIZATION, with its
board of directors, its vice presidents,
department heads and positions of
AUTHORITY, some of whom have tried
to pull political or corporate business
tactics of rug-jerking to elevate them--
selves, and grab for POWER. They
have forgoften that the divine, super-
natural JEsus CHRIST — the LIVING
Christ — is the HEAD, running this
Work His way, not the way of. this
world’s corpofate enterprises or insti-
tutions. To thern GOD is NCT IN THE
PICTURE.

G

. Too many have viewed

* the Worldwide Church of

- God, and what we call
~ the WoRk, as a
- secular, man-devised
ORGANIZATION . . . They
have forgotten that the
divine, supernatural
JEsus CHRIST — the
LIVING Christ — is the -
HEeAD, running.this
Work His way . .

-

We must RESTRUCTURE this éntire
WORK in our own minds and realize
it is THE WORK or Gob. through.

“Jesus Christ who is ALIVE and active,”

and, on earth. through His APOSTLE,
whom H E specially trained. prepared

.and chose.jand now DIRECTS, EMPOW-
‘ERS AND USES!

How Christ started today's Work

It was the living CHrisT who
opened the door to radio in the fall of
1933 before His chosen apostle whom
He already had speciaily trained and
prcparcd After a prellmlnaty super-
intensc study and in-depth research

_into, evolution (this world’s concept

and approach to all kinowledge) and

God's Word. His chosen servant was ™

converted - CHANGED -~ from car-
nal mmdcdncss o bpmhmmded-
ness.

- mimeograph

In that introductory, initial in-
depth biblical study, the living
Christ had revealed the Basics“to
me that the professing “Christian™
churches did not possess. I had gone
hrough seven ycars of deep spiri-

Aual experience. Through me Christ

had healed the sick. cast out
demons, working supernatural spiri-

tual\ghiracles besides opegnin

mind to His spiritual PRUTHS, §ven
such as no church on carth was pro-
claiming. It was a spiritual and
knowledgeable experience such as
none has today.

The hving Christ started me in the
smallest manner. He always starts
things the very smallest through
humans, like the illustration of the
grain of mustard seced. A free 15-
minute morning “*devotional period”
for one week was opened to me on
radio KORE, Eugcné

TRe first Sunday in 1934 thé full

_ half-hour World Tomorrow program

went on the air, then.under the Jjame
Radio C hurch of God.

.Feb. 1, The Plain Truth, Vol. |
No. 1. madc its humble bow. A
mimeographed Bulfletin was thea
fledgling piancer of The Goud
News. .

I continued personal campaigns
speaking’in schoolhouses, a tent scat-
ing some 400 and whatever halls or
auditoriums | could rent.

My first office was a room in the

- old Masonic Temple in Eugene. | had

engaged the hak for meetings for the
public three nights a week-at $10 per
month. The room that made an office
came wigh it. Later rented an inside
office, a skylight, no outside windows
or ventiation of any kind, at $5 1)cr
month.

I could not afford a 3lv.nogr her
or secretary. My wife was m§ sole
staff. However. this was the 20th cen-
tury. | was begirning 10 use the mod:
ern facilities of our matenally
advanced civilizatwon. The Plain
Truth had starged on 3 borrowed
The local A.B Duck’
Co. mimeograph deafer allowed me
to use his mimeograph for that tirst
250-copy edition of The Plain Truth.
However, he didn’t want that to con-
tinue every month. He found an old
ancestor to the mimeograph a

{Conttnued on page 24)
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By HLIman L Hoen #

Tha Hebrew Calendar— |
-~ Authoritative for
 God's Church ’Ibday' |

v

e

P hy 1s it that millions
call the Bible the
Word of God _but
are not willing 16 do

what it commands?

Why is it that_many of these
same mithons call God the Author
of ume but are not willing to keep
holy fhc ddyb God made hoI)
time

And whj, s 1t
> that even among
the how numes-
ous  secty
usually minmscuic
by this world’s
standards - that “do ‘sbknowl
edge Gud's Sabbath ard His annual *
Holy Days. so few e willing to sub-
4. . o to the Juﬂu}nl\ of the calen-
dar God awthorizes 1o measure
tim ¢? . :

A chgngod world since 1930

A half ctmun‘ago almesl no ORne,
apart from Jewish communities, ever
thought of keeping holy the annual
fgsuvals God gave Hs people. Oh
ves, therg were Sabbath keepers But’
hardly any human being, apart from
the Jews, was willing 1o acknowledge
God's command 1o His Church today
to keep holy seven annual festivals He
made holy time Hardly any, that is,

“excepl Herbert W. and Loma. D.
-Armstrong. For seven years — 1927
10 1933 — they had to observe God's
festivals alone - by themiselves as a
family — even wfnlc feliowshipping .
with the little remnant of God's

- people in the Willamette Valley in

Oregon.

Not until 1934 wcre Qhers,

3
.
.
g
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brought to conversion by gheir sinis-
try, wilking to keep God's festvals
with them  This litle group
Eugene, Ore, became the
church of what teday & !hc World-
wide Church of God

Graduaily the word spread A few
others already_ gsociated with  the
scattered rgmnants of God's C hurch
fistened . «

Amung them wits a 'man of some

TIRAM™NT

prommcnu tnformndtcly he
Jumped the track spiritually.
He invented the Talse teaching that
one must spesk only Hebrew when
using the nandes and litles of God and
of Jesus Christ The divinely inspired

mother

¢

Greek New Testament teaches no ~

-such thing!

. But this'man did set in motion a

movement among the scattered rem-,

nants of God's people. That move-
‘ment, itsef now terribly divided,
claims to observe God's annual Holy
»Days. But almost none of_them has
been willing to acknowledge the
authofity of the calendar God autho-
rized to measure time — the Hebrew
calendar.

Isn’t it strange — 3ris'it? — that-

at the very time some people’s eyes
are opened to what God comniands
on one point, the devil comes along
afld sows seeds of error in their. minds

on another point? They becorhe .

ufwilling to use the Hebrew calendar

. God makes authoritative, while they

accept the error that one must use

only Hebrew names in referring to

N
Christ! :
The,resuls s thgy .ue nat annually L
keeping -holy the tmee God autho- S
mzed to be keépt holy They are -
- deceived. ‘Angd they hgve taken .
authoritys to (\hcmsuvus lhdl Ged . .
resetves for Himself® - e

=}

,prescrvcd His sacred calendar

_‘moon nearest the sprm% €quinox.

v

God the Father and His 50!1 JQ&P’S *

Herbert W. Armstrong addrcﬁsed
this problem head-on in the Good
News Letter of 1940, The man. .- .
referred to above ™ :
had published
earlier that year
the date March
2 Passover.

The Slanbcrry.

Mo., and Sa]em W .Va., organiza-

tions (of the Church of God, Seventh

‘Day) pubhshcd the date as April 21 )
(each meaning the mght at-theendof .
the day, of course). Mr. Armstrong '
wrote that “*‘many of the brejhren are
in doubt and want the facts.” And he
gave them facts — in detail. Then he
added:

“In conclusnon unless God has

.o

~,

through the Jews, then. we do not

know how to figure Passover or any

of the Holy Days this year. For

there is no authority for any other

way. There. is no Bible authority - -
whatsoever for figuring the first day .

of the first month from the new .

“As soon as 1 learned,’” Mr. Arm-
strong continued, “of [the man’s] ~
published dates for the festivals this
year, | sent him a telegram asking his «
authority for his dates. His reply is
that he bases his method of figuring
on certain statements of profane his-
tory folind in encyclopedias. He
replies, ‘In some Bible dictionary, or

5»"; \
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those in"G
are fallen asleep i Christ. Tens of

e

_encyelopedia, or Jewish encyclope-
“dia, 1 read something dike this:

“The”
ancient reckoning -of Passover was
. from the actual sight of the new

; moq}) nearest lhc vernal equi-

nox. "V ©y
After quoting various views from

sqmrces lhcn,;gxtam‘_Mr. Armstrong
~ concluded: *Surely we can see that

profare -history only contradicts
ithelf, is inaccurate, cannot be
depefided upon ahd has no authority
wb@soever There is no Blblc author-
uy for-any of it.

“Ged did wot commit His oracles,
or the preservation of His times, to
profane history. . . . they

. “tory and every angle — after going’

into the matter with all the Eugene
brethren and other brethren who
have made a special study of this
question, we have ugdanimously

agrecd ‘that the Hebrew calendar has -

-been preserved correct by the
" Jews.”
The Worldwide Church of God

", has followed this authoritative deci-

sion ever since. Others can go their
own way — till the judgmcm'

Forty years have passed since this
coritroversy came and went. Most of
s Church at that time

thousands of new brethren baye been

" “added to God's Church around the

world. Two generations have’ grown
to maturity. It is now the 1980s and

|, most people have had'littie instruc-

tion from God's Word on the author-

" ity of the Hebrew calendar, its his- -

tory and peeservation. It is every whit
asgnayriguing as the story of the agpy-
ing and.preservation of the written
Word of God, the Bible.

An uncommon year

Whdt prompts this article is the
fact that'the Passover this year, 1981,
is the eve of April 18. It-falls on the
eve of a Sabbdth. It is not common,
for the Passoyer to occur Friday
night. Or to have the Festival of
Unleavened Bread correspond 1o a
rfatural week. Or to have the autumn
festival scason begin on a2 Tuesday. In
fact, it has occurred only nine times
this century. It will occur this year

and once more,— in 1994. It iSbjUCh )

.more usual for the Passover to bq the
eve of Monday, or Wedntsday, or
Friday.

Why do Gods festivals fall when
they do?% Have we ever asked why

i

— -

miake of none ¢ffect the faithfulness.
of God? God forbid” yea, let God be
foynd true. but every .man a
liar. .. . But if the truth of God

- through my lic abounded unto his

Passover does not fall on the eve of
Sunday, Tuesday or Thursda‘y?\f

why the fast of the Day of Atonement
does not occur on Friday or Sunday?

Or why the seventh day of the Festi-,

val of Tabernacles does not fall on the
weekly Sabbath — but the eighth day
commonly does?

These are all curious features of
_the calendar God caused the Jewish

people to prcservc for us. Thcse fca-

tures are lost amaag thdse who inverit

their own gsules for their own calen-

dars. They are lost because peopl i

have lost sight of Gods authority
“over time.

3

Paraliel with the Biblg

Y

To understand this authority, 1t is

necessary to see how God has worked’
~throygh histery.
written Word. the'Bible (in Hebrew
and Greek). Gog has done something
very similar 16 what has occurred
with the development and préserva-
tion of the Hebrew calendar. .
» The Bible is the public literature of
a people. That people was ancient
Isracl. It was organized as God's
nation and chusch. To that people
were ¢ mmitt racles of God
— God's tevela] man of essen-
tial knowledge. martyr-Stephen,
in speaking of Moses. said: “This is
he, that was ig/the church in the wil-
derness witffhe angel which spake to
him in the mount Sina, and with our
“fathers: who received the lively ora-
cles to give unto-us” To whom: our
fathers M obey” (Acts 7:38-
39). .

Paul continues the thought in-
“What advantage then -
~ hath *he Jew? or what is the profit of

Romans 3:

circumcision? Much every way: first
of all. that they were intrusted with
the oracles of God. For what if some
were without faith? [Remember
Stephen’s words: “our fathers would

no?'zy"] whall their want of faith

In preserving the’

glory, wh) am | also still judged as a
sinner?” (verses l 4, 7, Revised V;:r~
sion).

Paul is here reasoning with Greek

“converts. The Jews, he tells (hqm

deamage of being intrusted
with the-oracles, or divine revelation,
of God. The ancient Greeks werg
always impressed with their oracles
that came.from demons!

But what if the people to whom the
oracles were committed

them’ Not af all. He simply pruned
off those who refused 1o preserve His
revelation for men. That is one reason
the 10 tribes of israel were cut off

“and sent into exile. .
The Jews of the house of Judah alonca

retained the oracles. And even though
some of them have become atheists and
liars about that revelation and refuse to
obey it, does that mean the oracles are
nottrue. that God has failed to have His
revelation to man providentially pre-

B

7

have been preserved by sinned — rebelled

" -the Jews. q against God's authority”
“After - thorough 1 u: ?WWH ﬁwn Did that mean*God-
study qf the Bible, of the would not preserve H®-*
Hebrew calendar, of his- revelation through

served through the Jews ima public

way? Notat&ll!
Later, of course, the New Testa-

" ment in Greek, which the Jews offi-

3+

cially rejected at Jabneh, in Judea, in
public session around A.D. 90, would
be providentially preserved by the
Greeks in a public way. And they too,
like the Jews, do not as a whole follow
what is written in the oracles commit-
ted to them!

ABut what were the oracles commn
ted in a public way 10 the Jews? The
Hebrew Bible only? By no means!'
The Hebrew calendar also! For with-

- out the calendar, it would be impossi-

ble to fulfili gorrectly what is written
in the Hebrew. Bible bout hallowed
annual times. -And not only the Bible
and calendar, but the week also.

These three — Bible, calendar and
week — are all part of the oracles
committed to tha Jews for all man-
kind” )

They have been committed in a
public way, not secretly. They have
not therefore been subject to private
tampering away from public scrutiny.

The GOOD NEWS  Apnl 1981
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Men indeed Thave hed. saying the
week has been lost 7 ther time has
bern lost. That the public keeping of
the know'edge of zfr:c Szbbath by
Jews has no meaning Or that Jesus’
agreement with and keeping of 1t
have no meamng. ‘As Paul wrote, “let
God be found true, but every gfan a
har™ f
The king of ev: dcmce men demand
10 prove that the Hebrew Bible —
and for that mafter the Greek New
Testament, too - hes been preserved

accurately does not exist There are |

] no origipal autographs extant for men
5‘ Jo peer at and cniticize God lets them
criticize copies, whilé they ”
b - . losesight of what 1s wnitten
[ in them, through disobe-
‘ djence ’
< Apndthe Kind of evidence
§ men demand so as to- prove
i 1hke authoritduiveness of the ‘Hebrew

v+ . calendardoes not exist. God has seens

| : to that also - so xmzcs would hdve
¥y " . thewr chance o m»en shair own cal
endars. And think & selves wiser
gha.de for having rfivented a calen-
d&r more accurale than whal God
commtted to lsrael as His own! -
Mcn live by human reason. They
b want the onginal sources 10 criticize.
They do not want secondary evidence
— that 1s, copies of an original that
have passed through the hands of
men. Yet that 1s~gxactly what God
has chosen to provigt theme,
By faiuth we know we have copies,
providentially prescrwed, of the origi-
-nal Word of God. By fath we know
that” the leadership in the Jewish
courts did -preserve the rules of the

© Moses’

Bility to determine whut
ten Word of God. They ¢
fird fault with the woy
cop.cd' the Hebrew Bible

Though Jesus suid very p

at u‘a

“The scribes ard the Pharisees 1t on

seat: ad things therefore
whatsoever they bid you, these do and
chserve: but do rnot ye after their
works: for they say. and do no?. Yea,
‘they bind heavy burdens and grievous
1% be berne. and lay them on mer’s
shoulders: but
not move them with therr finger”
A Mau 232 2-4. Revided Version)
The scribes - copying of the text

5158 28 TN

_of the Hebiew Bible was gpe df
their dutigs — were in authority,

Jesus said s0. They sat en Moses |
rot their jealous critics

seat. They..
among modern and ancient scholars,

, determined for us the manner in

- calendar God committed to them —

| " everd though they themselves have not

’ WHnted 1o follow those rules at all
times. -

Itis all a quauon of government
-— whether God is capabie of ruling.
Whether God can intervene in the
affairs of His people to correct their
P errors — no men are perfect. And
: that is a matter of faith. ..

— Throtghout history people. havé
wanted to correct. by usingtheir own
human reason, what God may allow.
They have not waited to have God

lead’and guide and direct those whom

o He has set-in authority among His
people. They too often want fo exer-

. 0. cise that authority for themselves.

E Thus we have critics of the text of

* the Bible who see it as their responsi-

N The GOOD.NEWS  Apni 1981

which the Bible’s text should be.

preserved. .
And the Pharisees,.

s

100,

determined the Hebrew calendar. It
was their court’s decision that de
mined which day .was the beginning
“of each month. Once that wasideter-
mined it was the people’s responsibil-
iy to keep holy the days God made
" holy — according to (he dates on the
Hebrew calendar, not on some mher
cC&lCﬂd&! ‘ °
Were the scribes perfect men,
without sin? Were the Pharisees per-

* fect men, without sin? By no means!

Jesps made that plain. Yet He also
wmade 1t plain that they had a respon-
'swﬂuv under God 1 preserve the
written, Word of God,the week and
the calendar. it was ndl Somebody
clse’s responsibility!

Could they make mistakes in exe-

cuting their rcsponsnbnlm under
God? Of course! Did the lead®rship
in the Worldwide Church of God fd?
years mistakenly appolijonda).
rather than Sunday. as the day of the
weck on which Pentecost should fall?

Yes. Did God correct the: matier? -

Indeed!

"Did the Jewsg who were in authon-
ty under God over'the oracles — the
scribes and Pharisees -— at times err

they themselves will

sat on.
> Moses” seal It was their court that °

¢ @

Y - *
h deteranining the w_lcr"u'
D:d Gud correct the matter’

indezd - s Wwe shall now seg!

Yes

God corrects those irf authority,
under Him .

Remember what Jesussaid oif the
Pharisees? “They bind heavy bur-
dens drnd grievous 10 be borne. and

ay them on men's shoulders™ (Man.
’3 4)

The ictet Pharisees and their rab-
biric successors éid exactly that for
,centuries when it camrfe to determin-
ing when the Day of Atcnement was
1o faﬂ

You will remember that
I asked above how many
readers were aware thgl the

Hebraw calendar does not
fall on a Fnda\ ~ the
'prcparanon day for the werkly Sab-
bath.

Do you krow wh) this occurs?

And what rile of the calendar deter-

* mines this?

Think for.a mosmient wh,at it would -
be tike for housewives to'prepare food .

far ihe Sabbath on a Friday that is a
fast day! Of course the Day of Atone-
‘mient is so important a fast ihat no

_ food is te be prepared that day at all.

. 80 houséwives would have fo prepare
food on a Thursday for the weekly
‘Sabbalh That would be burden»
some. . ,

The scripture plamly says; ‘How-
beit on the tenth day of this seventh
moath is the day of atone-
ment . . . And ye shell do no-manner
of work. in that same day: for it is 2
day of atoncmetit. . For whatsoever
soulit be that shaH not be afflicted in
that same day, he shall be cut off
from his people. And whatseever soul -

* 1t be that doeth any manner of work

.in that same day.

.

shall do nc manner of work: it is a”
“estagute farever throtighout vour gen-
erations in all your dwellings It shal}
be unto you a sabbath of solefns rest,
and ye shall affict your souls: in the
ninth day of the montH at even, from ~
even urto even, shall ye keep your
sabbath” (Lev- 23:26-32, Revised
Version). -
if Atonement were to fall on Frn-
day, housewives would hav® to pre-
pare food for the weekly Sabbathon a
< 0. {Continued on page 28)

~

Day of Atonement’on the |

A

that soul will 1"
destroy from among his people. Yc .

°




‘What Is Its

- In Your Life? o

) By Clayton Steep

Here is what zhe Bible Beachea about a subject
vital to Christian development.

’
-

“ editaﬁbn“ — what -
. 1S 117 o
Perhaps the

mere ‘mention &f thé. word

brings to your mind terms such

. as guru, yoga, cosmic aware-

mantra and maharishi.

Zen,
»

To . many, ‘meditation means
some form of mental gymnastics,
often referring 10 sessions of deep
conceniration in an eyes-cloded,
legs-crossed. hands-folded -posi-
tion.

To others it represents a dE peri-

_ness, transcendental,

od of religioys contemplation/fMduring
which there is more than even
chance of falling aslecp. )

Such sporadic occasions of mean-
ingless reflection are not what the
Bible speaks of as meditation at all!

David wrqte that he meditated
“day and night™ (Ps. 1:2). He did'not
confine meditation to a 20-minute
period or to a once-a-weck walk out
in the hills somewhere. It was a con-
stant process.

He obeyed God's instruction as
given in Jpshua 1:8; “This book of the
law shall not depart out of thy mouth:
but thou shalt meditate therein day
and night.” David exclaimed. "0 how
love § thy law! it is my meditation all
the day™ (Ps. 119:97).

In the Bible meditate means “to
think aboyt.” What fills your mind 13
what you are meditating "about.

8 '

Whether or not yois are going to med-
itate is not the question.-As long as
*-your brdin is functioning you are
going to meditate! The question, is —
on,what?
Because 1t
*’— 10 .think ‘about — the wrong
‘things. David prayed.for help: “Let
the words of my mouth. and the rged-
itation of my heart. be acceptable in
_thy sight. O Lord. my strength. and
my redeemer” (Ps. 19:14). “Search .
me., Q God.” he asked. “and know my
- heart: try me. and know my thoughts:
And sec if there be any wicked way in
‘me, and lead me in 1h§ way everlast-
~4ng’ (Ps 139:23-24).

A penny for your thoughts

SO easy uo rﬁ‘bdimgc on.

of the time., ™

- things™ (Phil.

-

7

For they that are after
the flesh [tHat is, everyone who 1s not
converted)] do mind the things of the
flesh’™™ (Rom. 8:3) — “‘earthly
3:19). But conversion
is a provess — a process during which -
there is a change of heart and mind.
* And consequently, a change 03 what
thoughts fill the mind.’

pscakmg of the unconverted state.

" God says: ““Let the wicked forsake his

There are times when any, 6f us <

“would be embarrassed -tc tears ¥

people next.to us could read our exact
thoughts. Fortunately,

. unable 10 do su. But we can'l hide our
thoughts from God. for witether we
ask Him o or not. “the Lord search-
eth all hearts. and understandeth ali
the imaginations of the thoughts™
{1 Chron. 28:9).

- What we think about reflects what
we really are. As a person “thinketh
in his heart. so is he” is the way
Solomon expressed it (Prov. 23:7).

they are ~

That's why Jesus. commenting on the

same principle. said it is out of the
. heart that evil ghoughts proceed
- {Matt. 15:19).

We all were onee totally carnal.

And we thought carnally 100 percent

?ay and the ungjghteous man his
qughts . . . For as the heavens are
higher than the carth, so are my ways
higher thah your, ways, and my
thoughts than' your lhoughts (Isa.
55:7-9}. : '
As a Chnsuan b@oomes mere and
more converied. he thipks about —
- meditates on — more of whai pleases
God and less of uhat is carnal He
forsakes his own thbights and fills his
mmd'msuead with God's thoughts.

A diﬂeunt rnind

- Do you know V.hat the dnffcnrcc
is between the Old, Covenant made
with physical> Israei and “the New
Covenant made with the Church? it
B inportant to understand the differ-
ency berause it has evervthing to do
with making your meditation. t-
able to God! -

The people of physical Israel, with-
out the Holy Spirit. did not have
God's lgws written in their hearts and
minds. God told them, “And these
words, which | command thee this
day, shall be in thine heart” (Dz‘:uL

The GOOD NEWS  Agri 1881
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Ithey were

faws upper-
. They

most in their Rearts ara mihds
)
upon

carnal

meditale

tHow ¢an we have the
the seme thoughts —

uon - Josus hed?
The arswer s given in | Co*m-

thians 2 11, 16, whete we read that
Yr\c things of God krowezh no man.
he Spirit of God. . T we have the
.—n:nd of Christ 7 By having the Holy
Spirit we haeve the mind of Christ
Iy abiding 1 us. This means
cur thoughts should be puretregard-
ing all things We cught to menjally
analvze eversihing — our goals, way
of worship. occupation, styies, music,
humor, {ood. cniertarnment. family
and social relationd —-
point of vrew as expressed in His

constant

Word 1 requires constant effort. it~

15 a process ©f “bringing inte caplivi-
13 ih’e&) theught 10 the ebedience of
Chhist™ (31 Cor. 16:35). -

“The thoughts {all of them!] of the
righteous are right”™ (Prov. T2:5).
That is the kind of meditation God
wapts us 1o develop. -

Getting “‘away from it all”"

hoBiphgur thinking — our medi-

tation — ought to be centered on God
ard His ways all dey long. as David
S’mm:c{ 1 1s also essentsal at ffmes 1o
2?5 d'v\d\ from cur formal FOUK""@
and find 2 guet place where we can.
devote cursclves 10 some especially
deep 1'mmgm about where we are
going ta hic

Satan has dtslgned “our modcm

sociely @ keep poople distracted. He.
does niot want us to find an occasion /

. When we can beomgatally free from
the confused din 2nd clamor of, “civi-
fization

“ must be found - must be made —- in
order 10 keep cn the right irack.

Even. n h, ¢'s day. it was not

always gasy 10 "get away fromitall™ -

in order ip find a httle sohitude. lsaac

The GOUD NEWS
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irom God's -

quickly set
And gt such occastens

The

L e

no y“\acu
1a\be by driving many miles
ouasude the ci1ty one can find a solitany
place. But even there 2 good part of
cne's menial effort must be diveried
into staying alert for the rebbers and
murderers who oftentimes vidtimize
people :n such peces

We often must be really resource-

“ful in order to have a few -minutes

alone to gather “our thoughts. An
automobile. windows rolled up. doors
locked. parked in the shade on a quiet
sireeis provides perhaps one of the
more gasily attainable places for a lit-
tle private contemplation If vou can
locate 4 quiet street If you can find 2
parking place. And if someone
doesn’t report 1o the molice a “suspi-
cious person situng 1n a car, -
David must havg hed some
problems getung away from his
cers. roval staf and uothaal

b “whatever is
true, whalever is honorable, whalever
s Just, whatever 1s pure, whatever is
lovely. whatever 13 gracicus. if there
i3 any excellence. if Fere s anmyi} ng
worthy of praise. think abcu? ‘these
things”™ (Phil. $:8. Rewwﬂ Standard
Version). Then there will be no room
for wrong thoughts.

Meditation is, on the menial level.

what digestion of food is ¢n the phys-
ical

level. - 1f we eat “punk™ food.
that's what we Yigest — that's what
we becamne. If we eat good food, we
have good food to digest and 0
become part of us.

In erder 1o be able to me‘dwaxe on
God -and "His waws, we must “eat”
His Word - aletof 1t - - and often
i;!ou is 1t pessible- threvghout the day

et Sinti

Photo

uties and activitie$ of the day
find some peace.and Qquict
Maybe it was only at mght 1hat ©
he could find a suitable occasion
and. being derermined. gladiy
sacrumcd sleep 'l remember
bp\m my bed and mediate

on ,lhec i the.mght watches,” he
prayed {Ps 63:6% “Commune
with your, opn heaf™Sypon your
Bed. and be Sl was BY
mendation \Ps 44, seealse
11958, 4481 ' . 3
David constantly examiped
how he was ibving Hg svught to
himself “back _on the

track’
thought on 'my ways and {as a rcsu'(]
turned my feet unto thy westimonies”™
(Ps 11959). The fact that David
made :me 1o meditate deeply on God

‘and His laws 45 one of jhe reasons

whenever he went astray [ -

“be mmdfu‘ of th
were spoken ‘csacrc b. the holy
prophetst and of the commandment
of us the aposiies of the Lord and
Saviour™ (i1 Pet. 3:2) if we don’t
assimilate and drink.them in in
R tContinued on page 27;
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The Messql

hen Jesus
was
Vciently recov-

ered irom His long fast

He returned to the Jor
 dan River where Jmm

was baptizing. Jesus- |

stayed at _the owuter
fringes of the crowd
that had gathered. but
“His cousin caught sighy
of Him, and immedsate-

Iy pointed Him out to

the people.
*“*There He: 15‘

world is standing over
there!™ (John 1:36}. A
murmur went up froimn
" the Peopleand-gurious
eyes turned to spe. |
Taking advapage of
the large gathering,

John asked Jesus to explain to them about the
coming Kingdom of God.

Joining John on the high bank that over-
@leﬂ the ared. Jesus addressed the people.
*‘He preached the good news that-God's gov-
fernment would be brought -to the earth to -
fenforce God's way of life and cause worldwide

umwa Wetvmston

suffi- )

Jahn |
“exclaimed. “The Lamb. s
of ‘God who will take.
away the sins of the

FROMThE

TESTAMGNT

Chapter 4 -

niriey King Jo""x\o-x

41-42).

'Sc»cm] dozen
§ csted spettdtors fol-

_ Fisherman

mcans

ah Is Identified

happiness and well-
“being. He. explained

| 1hat men had beap put
| on earth to learn to

discern-good from evil
and te choose to live
the right way in spite

~of selfish desires and

temptations.

When - He finished,

. He turped away amﬂ

began (o leave the area.
“inter-

lowed Him, dnd from
lhf;:'n\ Jesus began to
choose young men to
train as His disciples.
Andrew
joined Him first. An-

} -drew theri “brought his

brother Simon to Je-
- Sus. i )

Guided by ‘God's

. Houly Spirit, Jesus gave
Sxmm another name.
“He said. Peter

“You are Peter,”
“‘rock”™ (verses

‘Philip agrid Nathanael also were called at this
time. When Jesup started back for Mishdhne'in”
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posred the jast of the

wize. Seeing the host's constermation., Many
N ’

s jes:u;s a$ He s1o0d with His disci-

! eV were ex 3 ing. They'recutof wine.” -
Jesus glanc :m\;mi the serving lables “d

gave a slég;ﬁ: l‘;,:dr\e af His heag. * T S @aIor
nate. bul what-can-l do at 1his time?™"”
Positive in her own mind that Jesus couid rem-
@dmmawnn Mary spoke 1o the servants and
- brotght them 1o Jesus. "My son will tell you what
todo,” she said n-nmy and then looked up into His
face'with a eonfident nod (verse 3). .

L Because of His love and defep respect for her,
= Jesus made 3 quick decist

withwwater,” He toid the servants, pointing 10
six sywne gars that stood .in “the back of the

_ courtyard. They were there (o be used for cere- -

monial uaﬁaargs {verses 6-7).

The servants scurried about and bwugh! in
water 1o fill 1he jars 1o the brims.
© “Now.” Jesus went on; “take them 1o the
man in charge.”

The senants carried the jars. unc m one

- shrough the milling guests 10 the ss!xaénmem<

tabies. The man in charge gave a pleased excla-
matjon. “Young man!” he cailed to the bride-
‘groom. “You have reversed the usugd order.
YC""? best wine has Qeen saved for the last pan

_ fie dav'!” :
- he festivities wmmued with most of the

gues(s not realizing ihat a m;m&le had

f?iea@uﬂ?f

-

agsi 1281 ) T

More peopiecame today than

“Fill those jars’

erings. Thes aiso u‘urgeu Juretgn

cains ard mede o good ‘profi duing 3‘€\e'sc'

Siriding in. jcsas begarn 1o overturn tabies in

_Get out! * He ordered the tmes chants,

2 /Hi» ace ﬁash@@ ‘iuib aﬂuug llu)u, Ta&é’ﬁmi af
yOous maoney- Fﬁmng sehemes out of here!
You've made fny Father's house 3 ¢ommon
}zop” {verse i6). - - ,

A few of the merchants "egs. 10'gather up
" their coins and bird cagessand tock hold of the .

snimals” bridles 1o lead them away. Others
mierelv looked ut Jesus in astonishment.
~owners of oxen They stured ir disheliels
Stooping. Jesus gathered up three strands,f
short rope. braided them into. w whip gnd
cracked i toward the uxen. “Out' Get
animals out of heve!”

-

The oxen began to move.
“He drove out the cattie after the oxen and the
sheep Toliowed b-t;md The swners of the live-
stock beg;sn 1o ¢ mﬁn after them.

Turniag back, Jesus overturned the remain- -
ing 4ebies. When the place was emplied, He

went out onto the Temple steps and hept the

animals and their cwners moving on. ‘
T As they wukhed the developihg turmoll,
Jesus’ disciples talked amopg themselves abouy
the zea! He had for the huilding that He callsd

“my Father's houst fverse 170 ° :
Meanwhile, wme&ne had aitneé the icmg:»e
- S : '

“Take them out of here'” Jesus ordered the




ter <.
Lav-

; ST é’gi
he crownd saw Jesus do miracle after mira-

£ Jow

ole \L 2 rv:,v

;;:‘@s& “apon Him uniil He
: é&:ﬁ 10 L_, em ‘wﬂcmmg God's

CL

33 who calléd out

mc Jesus, thew saw adoration. Jesus
«uamse mpai&r The 'ehgmus leaders
Lo grgw unessy - Coe AN

K4

*‘i.r!dl

"ﬂw mgm visiter ) \ 4

Jewi a?i ceunei came ﬁu quﬁﬁilﬂﬂ Hm\ {John
R '3.} . . -

Re,a’.mg '’ mght with His disciples
'huum; op of their tem
o »c,s.um: ﬂu ?@sehé th2

AL ‘uﬁz..&u@f" Wi !
the ligit cf the torches ﬁtuermg in-the m;m) ard
baeiuw the two- :m:ds«i each othegs f@ce

"
e

were atiracted 1o the Temple

down -the steps

- rulers in Esmcl who are ignorant of spiritual
‘rhu.ned the faues of the peopie who"

on a?hé _.
ary Ea@géag piacc : Jesm'

s,,mn is inxe the mq\md The
something that may be eme‘
one bechmes a spirit being. We
posed of spirit, no longer made of ﬂesg
blood™ (verses 5-8). | . - 7
“I'm sorry. | seill can’t'gggm 10 understand
this 1alk about spir:}us." N‘ 'cnkﬁ adméﬁ&ed

and

. when Jesus paused.”

Jesus shmk His hcgd ~*We have Reschcrs ard‘

things: | wgusfﬁegun toexplain about,the differ-
ence between physical and spiritual mattes,-but
you're lost already. What if I go on to heavenly

things? \\ha& if 1 told vou that no one has. =

ascended up to heaven exggp! one person. the Son
of .ﬂ]dﬂ “-ai" n._.a'fne dm\n 5 S hcmcn? Fami“er—

Mwes ifed up ﬂ'w serpentona slake—when Israel
was in the wilderniess™ {v erspz[0-14). .
Jc.ws wen! an jo teil Nicodemus abom His -
igve, for every human being He atso’
s evil naturé and whgre man gets

that gatyre.

t Nas vers late whed Nicodcmm' eﬂ the
rooficp, Thedisciples hdd gope below and were
sieeping, JC:gx listened 16 Nisodemus’ fodtsteps
re!rmung down ihe stairs. T@f@n He. imeit 1o
- pray. ) . ;

- o

WIS
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 How Pure

- Is YOUR

‘Your conversion is measure
w e—Tespond to the, needs of less fortunate
brethren in God S Church

N

- s

4 By Norman Shoat e

«

n part by how you

Rﬁllglon;’

.

ost: members of God’s
Church cam repeat
ffom™ memory. the
* "definition of pure religion. It is
found in James 1:27: “Pure
~retigion and undefiled before
n God and the Father is this, To
Tvisit the fatherless and widows
in their affliction, and to keep -
himself unspotted from the
“world.” This verse gives one of -
7+ the mAJor criteria by which_we
cafn measure our,conversion
.our dedlcauon to God’s wa
life. - -
But how well are we fulﬁll»
ing thn, criterion Dersonal

ly? *
M.my in God’s~ Church are, for
one recason or another, not as fortu-
. mate as aro others. They “are the
» eldefly who are unable to get
... around as they would like or to take,
" care’ of ‘themselves without help.®

They the handicapped, whose -
4 inc C

. opportunities in life are restricted
. by blindness, arthritis or some other
crippling illness or accident. They
-are the widowed and orphaned —
* v who are cut oﬁ from the normal
+ family ties ip which most find
. ‘éncouragement and cmotlonal sup- -

Y porl
The definition of pure religion
Aakes into acqount all thesg less for-
tunaté people. -We can measure our
conversion in part by how well
we respond ato others’ needs in
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: warm, umclﬁbh concern | and cgm-
: pxmsnon

All one Bodv

Arcthose Church mrembers whojc
not physically blessod as much as -

" others. any less important? No. God'

of = §

.

‘honaur; and our uncome

miraculously called every one of us
%dlvidually. and is preparing cach of -
fora specific position in His coming 1

Kingdom. He is in control of the cir-

cumstances in which weeach find our-

selves, and Wworking with us to make -
us what He wants us ta be. But He

warnts us to be concerned forone anoth-,
er! Dcvdopmg such godly love is a
basic und- supreme rcgym,mcm in

qualifyingtobed M;:mberof His Fam- .
ily.

“But naw hath God set the mem- . other and to serve cheerfplly. We are - - S
%rs every onc of them in the body, as

it hath pleased him. And if they were
all- one member, where were the
body? But now are they many mem-
bers, yet-but one body. And the eye

\

+ cannot say‘pmo thc hand, 1 have no .

need of thee: nor again the head ‘to
the feef’ I have no heed of you. Nay,
much ‘more those: members sof the.
body, which seem to be mgore feeble, -

are neceysary:

- “And those members of the body, "
T ——+bothphysically_and spiritaally — which we- think to-be less-honourable,

upon these we bestow more abundant
arts have

more abundant comelifiess. For our

comely parts have no need: but God
hath tempered the body together,
having given 'more abundant honour
to fhat part which lacked: Thdt there
should be no schism in the body; but

’thnt the members should have the -

H.’ ' "‘

v

same carc one’ for anotl{:r And
whether one member suffey, ail the
embers suffer with it; or one mem-
W honoured, all the members
rejoic Wuh it” (I Cor. 12:18-26).
God wants everyorie He has called
to be part of one, unitied Body. He *

wants us to “have the same care one
for another.” When one ofius suffers

“or meets with unfortunate circurn-

stancesy-all of us should feel it and
“respond .with positive action. When
one of us is Honared, we can all share ~
in the happiness ang. satisfabtion.
And God wants us to bestow hohor

- .on thése parts of the Body that, omr-

nally, might seem*to be less impor-
tant or less hanotable! He wants ysto "
"be gifing and outgoing toward each .

to take on @od'’s very nature —— we
must want to be this way.

Gaod's way of life, as Herbert W.
2 Armstrong, “Christ’s apostle, Has.
explamcd can be descnbed in ong .-
word: give. The way of give is diamet,
rically opposite to the way most of
this world lives: the’ way of get. Giv-
" ing is outgoing concern, caring, coop-_
cratmg. sharing, thinking of the othef
pcrson instead of the self. ‘The give
. way 1s the way the Bxblc teaches:

rather that of his neighbor” (I Cor.
- 10:24, Moliern Language Bible). -
" *Neither must each be looking out
only for his own interests but also for .
thosé¢ of others™ (Phil. 2:5, Modern
Language Bible). .

God loves those who hvc His way
of life with zpal — those who give
cheerfully (1I'Cor. 9:7). “Give, and it

n




\
N

“u

shall Be given unto you; good mea-
sure, pressed down, and shaken
together, and running over, shall men
give ynto your bosom. For with the
same easure that ye micte withal xt
shall be measured to you again”
(Luk\c 6:38).

Look tor opport!fnltl*s

As'you grow older spiritually, are
you bccoming morc awarc of the
needs of your brethren? You need to

* . come tolthe point where you are con-

stantly looking for oppbrtunities to
help others. Gwmg to others — lov-
ing them as you love,.yourself —
should become one of the very ccntral
purposes of your life.
What aboyt. the &

capped people in y

derly, or handi-
r congregation?

- How do you serve them? These

“ people don's necessarily need your

" expressions of sympathy, and they

- sense of loncliness or isolation from °
everyone else,'One of their mgjor

have little desire to i“bc treated as spe- o

cial ‘cases., Many of them, especially
the ‘widowed, may fecl a profound

n&eds is simple companionship —\the
chance to be atcepted as part of the

 group — to feel needed and liked.

-Are you in the habit -of asking the
widows and widowers out with the
rest of your friends after Sabbath ser-
vices? Is the Sabbath the only timé

- you ever make overtures to them? Do,
~you fegl it is' a burden to converse

~with them sincerely and be rcally

‘interested in what they would like to -
- say? Would 'you_rather stick with -

your own little - gropup week aftcr
weck? Don't- leave it .up to anyone
else to express outgoing concern —
-show it yourself! God is right now

judging you accorc!ixl%:to how much
-, of His character yolu

¢ developing.
:What about visiting those who are.

ill or'who can’t always make it to °

" - Sabbath services? If the distance is

. really too far to drive, why not call
“‘once in a while and show that you

. really carc about someone who may

are facing some real trials in their
, personal liyes. s it too much to ask to

ijust listen to them before or after

Sabbath sclrv:ccs?' Perhaps ‘they

_would really appreciate talking to

someone who . genuinely cares an

tries to understand. Make them fecl ‘

like they are weicome to participate
in your picnics, spécnal dinners or
parties if they so desire.

There dre somc young pcoplc,

-whose parents are not in the Chuich,

who have come into fellowship with
God'’s people atthe expensc of actually
being kicked out of their homes. But

Jesus. Chr,ist puts Himself :

in jire place of the
elderly, the handicapped, -
the poor, the lonely, .
the widows and
t‘he,‘og'phans! When we
. serve them, we are
- 4ctually doing it
to our Master and -

Savior, and He remembers

it. On the other
-hahd, failure to
open our hearts to
such brethren is cquivalent
.to openly reBuking
- Jesus Christ — He
remembers that as well!
" t

o v
N -

. Chyist promises that “There istoman

thay hath-left- house, or brethren, or
sisters, br father, or mother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for my sake,and the,
gospel’s, But he shall receive an hun-
dredfolci now in this time, houses, and

told his father, who wasn’t in the
Church, that he was going to attend
this Feast. His father fiew into a rage
and announced that'if he attended the
Feast, he would not be allowed to
return home. The young than decided
to come anyway.

When one of the ministers learned
about what had happcncd he

nnnounccd it in services, rcassurmg .

the young man that he had not really
lost his family. “Look around ydu,”
the minister said. “Look at all the
fathers, mothers, grandparents,
brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles

‘and cousins you have here in this

auditorium [there were 7,000 to
8,000 people present]. We all Jove

-you and .arc glad to welcome you into
our family.” The very next day it was -

amounced in services. that dozens of
* offers had come to the ministry from

familics .willing to take him in and ’

tare for him as-onc of their own.

~ While the Church handles such
cases on an individual basis, this is
the type of love we all are to have for
each other as God's people ‘This is
pure religion.

You will-benefit

hd &

" -But don’t think that giving your

time, attention, friendship and even

.needed physical help:to less {ortunate

brethren will be-an entirely magnani-

‘mous act on your part. You are going

to reap severals retvards. Just as the

. scemingly “less-hofiorable™ parts of

our p\ysmal ‘bodies serve vital func-

_tions, these brethren offer 4 needed s

" dimension in the Church of God. -

Older peopie, for-ingtance, have
years of life experie::;%x;zkr their
belts apd can offer you md¢h wisdom

-and advice for living a successful life.

“The hoary head is a crown of glory,
if it be found in the way of rjghteous-_

ness” (Brov. 16:31). Converted older” »

people are an indispensable part of
the Body of Chiist. vy
By looking at life from the view-

point of handicapped brethren, the -

\

brethren, and sgstcrs. and mothers, and

in us because ‘he or she feels””\chxldrcn and ands, with persecutions;

unneeded and unwanted?
Ron’t forget those whose mates are’
in-the Church and mgy even be .
tile' to it. This speci

attention and affection givcn in ‘real
Christian love. Many ‘spiritual

) w;dows" Qnd "spmmgl wxdowers"

-~

group of/:
people includes many who, need

andin the world to come etesnal life”
(Mark 10:29-30),

One of the most moving experi- -
ences | ever had at 4 ‘Feast of Taber-
nacles occurred as a result of just -
such a case. It seéms a young Jfnap
had come to realize the necessity of *
keeping God’s Holy Days and had

\

J

helping them build the'character G6d
wants them to_have, make us appre-
ciate -our strengths, just

through physical weakness

strong spiritually (11 Cofd

these people’s, trials pr

_Opportunity tq pour ourselves out in
heartrending prayer that God will !
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{  rest-of us can seé how truly blessed = . " S
‘we really are. Their handicaps, while :




help them and intervene soon in this
world to abolish all suffering.

Those brethren. who seem some-
what aloof are in many cases shy or-
self-conscious, or they feel mfenor
for some reason. And they ‘may
actually -be desperately lonely.

. ‘,‘,Jﬁv»-

" These - “less fortunate brethren”

are pne of the Church's richest natu-
ral resdurces, if only we will realize
this and begm to min¢ this gold.

" By serving in this way we will reap

. Photo ay Rotend Re‘rs .

spmtual blcssmgs we may not readily. -

see.

_Befriend these people! Use humility,

sincere concern and discretion, and
you will make new friends, develop
godly traits and provide ~lhe{

the acceptance they are crying out
for. Onte you bririg them out, you
may find they have fascinating, back-
grounds and (remcndous talents wau~
mg to be lappcd

vhe GOOb NEWS

\
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with .

. nghteous answer him, saying, Lord,

~ thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?

[

‘thee? Or when saw we tnee sick, or in
~ prison, and came unto thee? And the,
" King shall answer and say unto them,

. unto me” (Matt. 25:34-40).

- the other hand, failure to open our
- hearts to such brethren is equivalent

. Praciic. pure religion

-other as brethren. As Peter said, “Be

.one of another, love as brethren, be

- contrariwise) biessing; knowirg that

. God’s people: “ATid because iniquity

R
Are youconstantly looking for opportunities
Yo serve others? Giving should be the central

purpoae ‘of your life.
-

and ye carge unto me. Then shall’ the
when saw we thee an hungered, and fed

.“When saw we thec a etranger, and .
took thee in? or naked, and clothed -

Verily | say unto you, Inasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of
these, my brethren, ye have done it

Jesus Christ puts Hm}sclf in the,
place of the elderly, the handlcapped
the poor, the lonely, the widows and
the orphans! When we serve them, 'we
are actually doing it to our Master
and Savior, and He remembers it-On

to openly” rebuking Jesus Christ —

He remembers that as well!
5 )

.

True Christians. should be looking
for chances to serve and help cach

ye all of enejmind, having compassion

pitifll, be surteous: Not renderihg
evil for evil, or railing for railing: but

‘ye are th reunto called, that ye.
shouldlinherit a blessing™ (1 Pet. 3:8~
9). It isa blessing to be able to serve

““other members of God's Church? ~ ~ ~

Christ warned that in the end time

- the lack of compassion and goncern .-

. fd¥ others, 30 rampant in this dying .
world, would afflict even some of

shall aboundx.(he love of many shall
wax cold” (Matt. 24:12).
- Don't let this happcn to you. To’

whom much is given, much will be "

required (Luk® 12:48), and we in
God’s Church have been .given

. “Thén shall the King say unto them

on ls right hand, Come, ye blessed of
my\Father, inherit the kingdom pre-
parey for you fromzshe foundation of the
For 1 was an hiungered, and ye.
eaf: I was khn-sty, and ye g}we
- I was a stranger, and ye took
me ih: Naked, and yeylothed me: I was
sick, and ye visited me» was in prison, ,

~

" to become. stronger spiritually, so

: opbor,,umtles to serve and practice

Help lhosc brethren in nced .Work

your brethren can lean-on you and
rely on you. Then God can use you.as
a/onductoy for Hi$ Holy Spirit. His
‘love can flow 'hrouggl you to others .

and*be a blessing to them. Look for

pure religion. 'O
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Experlence
“the Joy of
jodly Conﬁdence'

Do yau suffer from feelmgs of mferzorzty7 SN
They can inhibit your growth toward God's Kingdom!.
“Here's how to overcome these Seelings.

N\ 0 you feel jnferior or
. inadequate? Do you
A shrink back from

growth opportunities because

B you are afraid of failure? Do
| you feel uncomfortable around
people who are in the habit of
accomplishing worthwhile
goals? Do you look at new

_opportunities as threats rather

than challenges? -

Be honest with yourself, It-is

easy to be vxctxmlzed by fcehngs
of inferiority.

We have been called inio God’s -
Church to grow in character and abil- -

vlty God desires that we bear much
frdit, )
sixty, some thirty” (Matt. 13:2’).
But feelings of ‘inadequacy can
“wseverely inhibit this growth.
--The man who was given one talent
was a victim of this attitude. He
| bgeame fearful. He wouldn't step out
in faith. Instead, he hid his talent in
the carth and incurred his-master’s

| displeasurg. His master called this-

man wicked and lazy, and tock away
his talent (Matt. 25:24-28)!
Do you suffer from this attitude —

“some an hundredfold, sonie

»

By George Kackos

and are gfou in danger of losing youd
rcward because of it?

Why feollngs of lnforlorily?

. Most people in the society around
us- have been conditioned to feel

.inferior, some more so than others.
Attitudes like “What's the use? I
: can’t°succeed,” “I'm no good™ or 1
_just don’t fit' in” are not limjted to
‘any onc age group, intelligence lev-.
- el, race,. sex-orysocial-standing: Even-

grcal men like Moses (Ex. 3:11, 4:1,
10) -and: Jercmxa'h (Jer. 1 6) let fee.-
ings of inferiority temporarily*inhib-
it “their personal growth But,
why? .

;Satan’s society is based afl wrohg
'compeuuon at every level. And what
is the result of this commhtxon" Yes,

“it produces some winners — but it

préduces many Ipsers as well, and lds:
ers. are made to feel useless dnd less”’

- xmporiam than others. - ,
‘Consider-how- this -happens;-even--

<hild is not really wanted by.

needs for parental attention, approval
and guxd-a e are uffpifilled. "It
makes him fael mﬂdcquate ’
Then he faces his peers in school.
Children c.‘m be very cruel; and he .

_ might bé put down, shuntied or over-

Iooked. L
~ Then there is.the working world.

' What is it like? In most cases.there is

a frantic race to see who cari get to’
the top, and it doesn’t matter what
means arc used to get there. Gossip,
slander, ridicule, backstabbing and

“ corporate power plays are all”

accepted by people in Satan’s society
as legitimate means of getting what

.-they want. Frustrated by the struggle-- -
“to oycfcomg these adversities, a per-

son is prone to simply give up.

What a tragic defeat of the poten-
“tial of human beipgs is brought about
by the world's, warped system!

Gnggwqy of life is different! It
seeks build up, to strengthen.

Right comﬁemlon develops: and
;sharpens character rather than hart-
ing -people (Prov. 27:17). God has
beguri ,a-work in us that will last

" until the return*of Jesus Christ
- (Phil.-1:6). God-'is -not finished with -3
“from birth'in some cases. Perhaps a - us yet, -and nope of us -needs to eel -

his par-~ «frustrated or madequate whe
" entg. How does~thal affect him? His

realize this.
- Another danger we all facc is- fail- -
“ing to agcept our individuality. In a

“world that reduces human identity

and Slgmﬁcance to a mere number or

hole in a computcr card it is casy to
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. understand why few people under-
stand who they are.
Yet our elder brother .Iesus Christ
knew exactly who He was, what His
,, purpose was, when He needed to be on
earth, where His Work was 1o take
place, why He was necessary and how to
accomplish His goals! And weare told to
follow His example (1 Pet. 2:2}).
Just a¢ Christ understood His role,
we need to recognize our roles and
realize that cach of us is diffcrent. By
reason of inherited genetic traits and
social, school, work and family envi-
ronments, we all havc different abili-
* ties. We éach exce’ in ‘some areas,

while we have lmnlcd ablllty in .

others. God knows that.

But God honors mdmduahty He
dcscnbgs His Church s a Body hay-
‘ing different parts, each with a differ-

ent job (1 Cor. 12:14-18). God has _,

called many together, each with var-
ied abilities to serve the Body as a

" whole. Though the foot doesn’t serve
the same purpose or work in the same
manner as the_eye, they both.are’
essential to the body.

) > d to deeply understand this
N message I Corinthians 12. We
i don’t. all Nave the same abilities and

shouldn’t compare ourselves 1o any- -

ne except Jesus Christ. chl to
Him, we all fall short. o
It really boils down to what you'
~“choose to think about yourseif. No
. pne can make you feel inferior with-
outl your vonsent. You can stop the

- plague of self-doubt and go te God, o

for His power. You don't need the -
: aPproval anyone except God.

Face the fact that you're not going to
be grcal at qerythmg, and don’t'try to_
be som\:lhing'you re not. ldentify your

bwcaknesswand tFy 10 strengthen your-:
-sclf in these arcas, but don't be over-

, 'whelmedﬂylhcm' Tofeclinferiorisnét .

* to'be humble. Humble people have the”
‘highest degree of confidehce in God
(Lukel41l IPer, ssf

Look to, God jor tonﬂdonco

of inferiority or se nfidence” to
‘godly’ confidence. God wanis us to
look to Him for strengt
The'apostie Paul made tlms transi-
‘tion. .He no 40n§er valued. confi-
- dcncc in himself’ (Phll 34-7i bul

>
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looked to God for His power.
“Not that 1 speak in respect of
want: for | have learned, in whatso-

ever state 1 am, therewith to be con-’

tent. I know both how to be abased,
and | know how to abound: every
where and in all things 1 am
instructed both to be full and 'to be

hungry, both to abound.and to suffer -

‘need. 1 can do all things=~through_
Christ which strgngtheneth me”
{Phil. 4:11-13). It was Christ who
“strengthened Pay..Christ gavé him
the
stances arose in his life.

Howe precious is godly confidence!

‘Our elder brother
Jesus Ghrist knew:

- exactly who He was,
_'what His purpose
.was, when He needed

" to-be on earth;’

where His Work

was to take place,
“why He was necessary

~and how to accomplish "~

His goals! And -
: we are told to
‘ follow Hns exampfe e

v . "

v

N

situation positively. Paul exhorts us
to “Let this mind be in you, which
was also in Christ Jesus™ (Phil. 2:5).
Having Christ's mmd is essential to
overcome feelings of inferiority .or
reliance on self-confidence — confi-
dcnce that:excludes God.

‘dence? -

* The mind of hrist is a product of .

God’s Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9). The
Hofy Spirit if given to us upon repen-

*, tance, belicving God’s truthand bap-
.+ tish (Acts 2:38). Then we have the

mind¥of Christ.

Bm that mmd must be developed

wer 1o face whatever circum-

- 14:17).*Have you
How reassurmg itis to know that lhc'., :
mind of Christ can help you face any- .-

just as the natural mind must be edu-
cated to Become knowledgeable. The
\spmtual mind goes through a process *
to become spiritually mature. We do
ot a aptain full character development
instamaneously. .
, Christians can lack godly confidence
because they fail to develop their spiri-
tual minds. Certain experiences are
needed 1o develop the find of Christ. #
New ways of thinking must replace the *
d ways. A mind filled with godly con-
fidence views life with a special positivi-
ty. Jt'is a viewpoint attained through
,contact with God, right experiences and
acknowledging truth.
A primary requircment is sceing
thc truth abodt oursclves. Peopic

. often develop a false picture of them-

selves as they grow up. Some become
filled with an inflated sense of their

" = -abilities. Othiers deny their self-

worth. Have you ever been around a
person -who won't acckpt a compli-
ment? That person may not believe
what he is being told. He thinks dif-*
ferently about himself and therefore
“rejects the compliment. On the other
hand, some people reject q‘escnred

- criticism because ‘they refuse to see

. themselvgh as they really are. «¥
Without a tyse picture of ourselves,
we will have troible developing gpdly
confidence. Satdn wants us to have a
distorted pictute.of ourselves so that we
ignore our awesome potentials.
What are you truly like? Are you
really whats you've always bchevid'? :

. Assess yoursclf Themind of Christisa

gind of truth, not déception "{(John .

asked God to allow.

" you to see yourself a! Hec sees you? Be

honest with-Him imall ways and you'll -
‘atthin a deeper state of conversion:

We must glso- undersland the

power of God working in” us. The [f.’

mind - of Christ. removes a lot of .
“human limitations. Christ’s disciples
were startled to hear about the

- requirements for salvation. They feit
-* " .But_how do we kuild the mind of . .
: _Chrm sowewsllha!cgodlyeonﬁ :

. Answenng 0 Ilmg mvolves'
making; the transitic fr 1 feclings

humans were inadequate to be saved,
But 'Christ revealed God's', power:

_“But Jesus beheld them: and said .
unto them, With men this is lmpm.;‘l-
ble; but with God all things arc possp;
ble” (Matt. 19:26)."

»Exporlgnco the power of God

“You must go beyond merely seeing
the truth about yourself and acknowl-

e
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edging the power of God. You must
begin experiencing it! This is where
.many fail. They won’t step out in
faith. They hold back, fearing failure,

- by not trying. You make the trangi-
tion to godly confidence when you
surrender to God. Then God's power
will fiow through you.

Look at David. His confidence was
built by slaying a lioniand a bear.
This gave him the courage to face

Goliath. David, confidence was fur-

ther enhanced by defeating Goliath.
Eventually he h&d the confidence to
rule a nation. Understand, it was not
his confidence, but confidence that

§| camé from God by living through .
faith. Our confidence can grow this - -
way. We can grow in the confidence -

-of God to someday help Christ rule
the worid.

Consider Peter. He was a fisher-

man by trade. Speaking before a
crowd was probably a frightening

expericnce. Scrvmg Christ was diffi- -

cult at one point in his life.”As a
resuit, he rejected Christ three times
(Matt. 26:75). But look how the Spir-
it of God — the mind of Christ —

transformed Peter on the day of Pen-

tecost. What happened? Peter spoke
boldly to the multitude. Three thou-
sand wefe converted by the power of

his message (Acts 2:14-41). That is

an inspiring ‘exampie -of the cénfi-
dence that can be generated in us.
“ Cry-out to- God in heartfelt

prayers, intense Bible study, medita-
“tion and fasting for the nceded
strength to live’ your Christian- life. .
- With this strength you can stepoutin

faith and achieve worthwhile goals.
. The basis of Christianity is overcom-
ing (Rev. 3:5). I, is a way of life that

_builds confidence because we experi-

ence the power of God working in us,

‘ s helping, us to push back our former

limitations. ‘

Accept God’-t love
Onpe of the most pawerful ways to

" eliminate feelings of inadequacy is to

accept the love of God. Realize how
strong God’s love for us is' Consider

. our remarkable calling. The vast

majority of mankind throughout his-

“tory has never had the opportunity to .

know God's way. We are indeed a

speaal group Lo God. . -+

not realizing they have already failed .

life ought to overshadow any otheg
conditions we are expericncing now,
because these experiences are o
tempogary. Even poor health or pov-
erty should not create feelings of
inferiority in us. God .be allow-
ing these conditio ifill an
important purpose in our liv )
We need to keep the negative fac-
tors in our lives in proper perspective.
Many times our sufferings engender
feelings of inferiority in us. But
notice how Paul said negative condi- *
tiens are to.be viewed, “For 1 reckon
that the sufferings of this present

«
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How precious is
godly conﬁdcncc‘ How
reassuring it is
to know that
the mind of Christ
can help you face °

any situation .,
positively . . . Having
Christ’s mind is " *
. essential to overcomé
feelings of inferiority
~ or reliance on,

. self- conﬁdcnce 5.,

time arc not worthy to be éom%@d

" with the glory which shall be revealed

in us” (Rom. 8:18). .
This is God's viewpoint. Thig i is the
mind of Chns( it is the, minJ we .
need!
Too often we fail to properly value

the privilege.of our calling into God's -

Church and Work. Instead, we worry
about, how our phys:cgl.,condlnons
compare with those of others. When
we do that, we set ourselves up to be

“victims of pride or inforicrity or both.

And we may be guilty of making
wrong assessmen(s about otber
people.

*Christ pointed His disciples to the
fantastic honor of having their names:

written' in heaven (Luke 10:19- 20)

- nothing
- feel inferior or ‘inadequate. The

Having your name written in heaven
means you qualify t0 be in God's
Family. That ought to give a person
great confidence!

“When we ldse_sight of our human
destiny, we” weaken ourselves. We
plkce confidence in this. uncertaig,

God\Our partnership with God is
dependent on- our confidence in the
hope of eternal life (Heb. 3:6). When
‘we feel of -value to God, the niost
important Being in the universe; it
becomes easy to value ourselves.
Nothmg can stand 4p the way of our
maintaining confidence because we
have the most important thing in life
— contact with God. .
Temporary sctbacks or losses do not
dfmtroy us. We donot giveuplike pecple
in the world who have nothing telive for -

" when their physical lives are disrupted.

Instead, we are thankful for the experi-
ences that show us how important the
things of God are.

. The glwqr of godly confidence

Nothing can shake tfuly godly con-
fidence. Jf: we have this canfidence,
ill discouirage us or make us

power of our relationship with God s
seen in the words of Paul: ’

“Who shall separate us from the
leve of Christ? shall tribulation, or

. distress, or persecution, or famine, or

nakedness, or peril, or’ s\vord" Asitis

. written, For thy sake we are killed all

the day long:. we .are. accounted as. .
sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all .
these things we arc more than con--

- querors through him “that Iovcdc‘u’s. ¥

For I am persuaded, that "neither |§ -
: death nor hl‘e. nor. angels, nor princi- " [}
-palnm nor pawers, nor things pres- -

ent, nor thmgs 1o come, Nor hmghl )
nor depth, nor any other creaturds

shall be able 1o feparate us from the
“love of God, which is in Christ Jesus

aur-Lord” (Rom. 8:35-39).-

* We who afe not cut off from Go"d '

" need to capitalize on this relationship

with Him so that it builds. and .sus-
tains our confidence. We need not be

victims. We'can be survivors of this |3
. world’s systém. Qur lives can be filled
- with something different. If we work'

to build into ourscives ¢he mind- of
Christ, we will be able to experience
the joy of godiy confidence. O
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By Carrol Miller /

Who Was the Judas’ \
s of the Old Testament?

speak ot of you all: I
know whom 1 have

i “I
chosen: but that the

scripture may be fulfilled, He
that eateth bread with me hath
lifted up his heel against me”

The speaker? Jesus Christ. The
subject? Judas Iscariot, Christ’s
betrayer, the classic example of a- -

, traitor, and yct, at one time, one
of Christ’s closest disciples and
one of the original apostles.

But Christ was quoting, almost
word for .word, Psalm 41:9, “Yea,
mine own familiar friend, in whom 1
trusted, which did eat of my bread,
Hath lified up his heel against me.”

"What did Psalm 41:9 mean in its
_ original context? To whom was David
referring when he wrote thisverse? Do
_you knowthcldcnutyofthc“.!udas"of .
this Old Testament passage?

Who was this man who ate at David’s |
table, and who later turned against him?
Hc was David's counsclor his adviser, /

then I could havé'borne if; neither was it
" hethat hated me that did agnify hitn-
self against me: then 1 woyld have hid. -
myself from'him: But it was\thou, 3 man -
mines equal,” my ‘guide, and mine
acquaintance: We took sweet Counsel
together,and walked unto the house of -
God in cotmpany™ (Ps. 55:12-14). \
" Who was this friend and equal of the
king in David’s cyes? His name was
Ahithophel, and his story is guite

- -ored ta David’s cqurt. Ahithophel was
, the father of Eliam, who was the father
* of Bathsheba, thé wife of Uriah the Hit- .
. tite (11 Sam.~2}:34, 11:3). Ahithophel ©
was Bathsheba's grandfather.

.Y Have you-ever wondered why ”
~ ' Bathsheba lived closs to the king's
palace? Who was Eliam, her father?
Who was Uriah — simply. an .
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(John'13:18).. - - -

mtngumg Ahithophel was highly hon- .

unknown soldier A{\ av.id's army, a
man David could $end o his death
“without a second thought? No. Eliam
and Uriah were numbered among the
top 30 valiant men in David's army
and were part of the palace guard

(11 Sam. 23:23, 34, 39).

When David sent Uriah to his
death, he murdered a valiant soldier
and a trysted; intimate. friend. This
crime was heinous in God's sight.’

But why did Ahithophel turn
:against David? The Bible does not.
say. But there is the, possibility. —
knowing human behavior — that he
may have induced Bathsheba to. take
a bath on a rooftop. just at the right
time to be seen by the king. If David
were to be seduced to marry Bathshe-
ba, Ahithopbel would- bccomc part of
the royal famnly

After he saw David's repentance
for his sin with Bathsheba, Ahitho-
phel threw in his lot with Absalom.
Perhaps he felt he coujd, manipulate
Absalom and thus be xkac(ual ruler
“over Isracl. This, of course, is specu-
lation, but it'is indicative of how some
. hugmans reason. . - Ve B

Absalom, David’s son, conspired to
" kick David off his throne: “And
Absalom “scnt for. Ahithophel the
_ Gilonite, David's coumsellor, from his
city, even from Giloh, while he-
offered sacrifices. And. the cokspiracy

. was strong; for the peq‘pie in e.ned

commually with ‘Absalom™ (1}
C15:12). Absatom had s&o!cn lhe
hearts of the people; probably with
-the. advige of .ﬁ.hﬂhophel (ve;rse 6).
‘When Absdlom moved ggamsl Jeru-
vith an_ amay Pavid fled I@r
(vcrses 13- N)
bloryaconlmues in verse 31:
done toid David, sgying, Ahitho-.
el is among the conspiralors with
gsalom. And David said, O Lord, |
pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahitho-
. phel into foolishness.” (Ahithophel's

“name means ‘‘foolishness.”)

As David fled Jerusalem, 4hov\ﬁev::x.

“would be.revealdl

David was talking

- remained loyal to Clirist.

the king came in contact with another

trusted friend and adviser. For years

this man stood loyally by David. His .
name was Hushai. He met David as

the king was flecing to the ‘wilder--

ness, and wanted to go with him

(11 Sam. 15:32). _

‘Instead of allowing him to flee
with the others, David asked Hushai
{o return to Jerusaleth!!Why? ¥ But if
thou return to the city, and say unto
Absalom, [ will be thy servant, O
king: as I have been _hy father’s ser-
vant’ hitherto, so will | now also be
thy servant: then mayéest thou for me
defeat the counsel “of Ahithophel”
(verse 34). '

Hushai returned to Jerusalem as
David directed. He did give counsel

_contrary to-Ahithophel's and Absa-

lom follbwed Hushai’s counsel. This
saved David's life and ultimately

"paved the way'for David to be

restored as God's appointed king over
‘Israel. You-can read the account in
11 Samuel 17 through 19.

‘When Ahithophel found that his -~ -
‘counsel was rejected, he realized
" Absalorh would be defea!ed and he -

-went home “and hanged humelf
(Il Sam. 17:23). Ahithophel realized
a delay in attacking David would -
allow David to regroup his, forc& md
win back his throne. - .

"When this occurred, th&haphel
, as a. traitor. He'
could’ not stand the -thought of the
‘punishment that would come upgn’
- him and the disgrace g8 ignominy
‘that would come u is family. In
his state of depression he, like Judas

. Iscariot, comgnmed suicide.

So here is the story of the man
gbout when he
wrote the scripture Christ later .

- Quoted in referring prophetically- to
“Judas. And here, 100, is the story of a
. true friend and Gounselor of Day

Hushai, & ntan who remained layal’
him, just as the oiher apestles
U .
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" the gap. bctwcen thé'm md their -

e Generatlon Gap_

God’s concem for us as His chzldren is tremendous. Do we have

»

o~
. By Doug Horchak

this same concern for our teenagers?

u

child anymore' Ever
since he started high

“Idont know m owﬁ

school, he has been off with his

friends, doing his own thing. |
wish f{ ‘knew how to get
to him.”

Doés this sound like you?

Thoughts like these have gone .

through the.minds of marny par- ;'all essential in nurtiring Wholesome,

_.vhcalthy gmwmg relationships be-

eats of teens in God's Church.
The tragedy is that all 100 many of

" these parents become frustrated and_—

eonclude that there is no way to close

teens.

- Seme parents come upd&mh some
choice excuses for d;vorcmg ‘them-

selves from thelf teenagers’ lives and

inlci'cs;s Hese are but a few: .

' "My teens don’t want.me there.

They want to be by themselves.”
“We Just don’t have the same

interests.”

¢ .
“1 have to work hard all year long. -

'm’not going to spend my time dur-
ing the Feast with my teen,”

-1 -have more kmpbnaz_s.l things I -
need to be doing. | can L bother with

: these juvenile matters.”

~

“That's why my kids ire enrolled

in school — it's the school's job to"

provsde for them.”

*“That's the job of the pastor and
the Church: 1 thought YOU [Yaugh
Opportunities United] was estab-
lished-to- mke care ol‘ these needs.”

The list goes on. Some parents will
even hold back until 75 pescent of the
other. parents in the Church get
involved before they will volunteer to
sponsor or provide transportation to
any youth activities. They feel they
don’t have to get involved unless

~ everyone else does. 100.

'Tho “gmeration gap” t

Involvement, time and effort -are -

tween parents ‘and teeps. Yet, some -

‘parents in God's Chutch -neglect
“these key mgredlcms and add o their

o, b

. .own family’s "generation gap.”” *

In Proverbs 22:6 God promnscs
that if we “Train up a child in the-
way he should go.

giving proper direction to our teens as

- they mature to adulthood.

In this verse the Hebrew word for
“trdin” is chdhak. This word's reot
meaning is "t narfow.” God is show-,
ing that training our childrerrinvolves

make from the vast afray of decep-
tive, negative lifestyles this world has
0 offer (Mati. 7:13-14).

“All 100 often parents give up on

!
. their sons or daughters, virtsally
- turning them over to this society.

“After all. they’re carnal” or “They
are responsible for their own deci-

sions,” these parents say. The truthis’

+ when he is old, -

- he will-not-depart from it.” God is’
-talking direcdy to- us, the. panms
'showmg the integral part we play in

that they want to wash their hands of
involving themselves in the lives of
“their, teens in a viable, loving way.

Church teens in different
category '

- As Jesus Christ revealed to His

Church through His apostle, Herbert -
W. Armstrong, | Corinthians 7:14 .
shows that the*unconveérted children

- of Church members are set. apart —
* ‘holy. That includes the tcenagers..

* Knowing about the spirit in man
and that our children have access to
"God's spiritual values is the key -to
successful - child: rearing in God's
. Church. Therefore, God expects even,

~parents of teenagers to take-advan-
.fage of the tremendous opportunity .
to positively- influence their chiidren -
_about God'’s way of life.. . = - -
The Church's ‘dynamic thrust to

" - strengthen the family, initiated by

L]

narrowing the choices they -have to

Christ' through Mr. Armstrong,
mcludes “countless oppertunities for
patenits.and children 1o be actively
involved in functions provided by God's
"Church: YOU activitics, group out-
ings, fam:lv socialsand many olhcrs

Tum nogd ‘parsntsl
involvement e 7

No one can tgke the place of a

parent. The bonding that is experi- -

enced between a newborn baby and
its parents is 2 beautiful and neces-
sary process, afd years later the need
< still remains for parents to love and
guide their teens. Psalm-127:3-5 tells
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ing to us.” They are described, as
arrows in a parent’s quiver, and truly.’
they are arrows that need to be shot
in the right direction. Skill and effort

are needed to guide and provide for -

our sons and daughters as they grow
up. .
It’s all 100 easy 15 excuse ourselves
from spending time with our chil-

dren. But no parent has awalid excuse
" not to be actively involved in the life
of his or her children as they grow
from infancy through !he teen years
into adulthood.

Although the mdwldual interests

of teendgers can vary as widely as
- they do with adults, taking thé time ~
to show a true interest in your teen-
ager’s friends and concerns will show
your son or daughter that you rcally
" do care.

* Sure, it takes time to learn about

photography or skiing. Roller skating -
with your kids or going with them to «

an amusement park may not be the
most fun thing you ever do. But put-
- ting forth the energy te involve your-
self in a realistic way can benefit you,
‘the parent. in building bridges -
- between you and your children. This
. type of bond c.mnoi be boughl with
_money.
"3 _An ideal way to crcalc this bond is
; §to develop. ihterests and hobbies as a .

ramily — thesc can- offer .areas of

utual interest when your chlldrqn
_ &each their teenage years. The point

‘is ¢hat parents should strive’to share’
in the intercsts of their children,
" regardless of their ages.

us that our children are really a bless- ’

- X - " . ’
teens in age, one who knows.their-

“language and likes their music —

should supervise or lead the teens.®

Subsequently, some parents have also
used that same philosophy in their

K

P v N
perﬁonal approach to their teens.
They sometimes water down their -

conduct and standards to an unac-
ceptable level, all in the name of

mmunicating” with their teen-~

agers.

The apostle Paul told the Corin-
thians there was a time to put away
the childish approach and be ma-
ture: “When [ was a child, I spake as
a child, I understood as a child, 1
thought as 2 child: but when |}

. Involvement, time
and effort are al]
essential in nurturing

wholesome, healthy,
growing relationships
between parents and teens.
Yet, some parents in
" God’s Church neglect
these kcy mgredlcms

- became a man, | put away childish
things™ (1 Cor. 13:11). The point is. .
that -parents.need to be mature yet
undcrslandmg exampl'es 10 their chﬂ-
dren.

Another caution is lh.at parcnts

For. instance., many parents are * “one extreme, o another, not realisti-

* concerned about teen dating — whqn
to allow it and under what conditions.
.But parents are the very ones who can
do the most tq develop right dating
attitudes-and habits in their childrén.
Sponsoring quality group activities

- for your young people can-do-a lot to- - --
defuse the-premature pairing off and

going steady that can take place when
your. kids ‘are’forced to constantly
find their own- socml outlets.

" Right parental inyolvemant

Over the years, many have
assumed that only 2 young adult —
. one.npt too far removed from the

. =l
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T cally ¢ counu/pg the cost™ before we
stari getting involved' (Luke 14:28-
30). Be sure your priorities are_ well

,established — don’t spend so much
time with bhe member of your family. -

- that you neglect the others.

often “overkill.” Don’t try 1o over-
compensate for your- past. lack of
interest in yous teens in a short peri-

od of time. Y&u may expegence.

bum—om as a parent and them nop -

. ‘offer the consistent support your. klds
really need over the years. © -

Some parents feeh that the Church-

~doesn’t understand teenagers — thai

. shouldfn‘é overdo it. We can.go from |

Also, ‘when stirred to action we .

o

" we involve adults too much in teen .
activities — that we force ourse!vﬁ
on them.

But parental involvement is nece3-
sary for teens to properly develop

.

socially.. If parent-teen interaction is
not present, teens are prone 1o seek
recognition outside the Church and
home. Parents should provide and aid
in group 2 actwities for teens in the
Church to promote their social devel-
opment.

We as God's children

One of the most beautiful ax;d
encouraging truths in Ged’s Word is

" that God is interested in:secing all
- His.potenttal Sons come to repen-

tance and salvation (1 Pet. 3:9). In
John 3:#6 we find that God loved all

of us enough to give His anly begot- .

ten Son so that we may all have a -
chance’ to experience sp:muaj life in
His Family.

God’s plan is pictured by this phySI-
cal fife. Think 4bout it for amoment. In
ocur spiritual infancy in God's Church
— when we were first being called — we

-

'

‘knew God was involved and interested

in our growth and development. We had
to believe that as a requirement for bap-
tism(Acts 2:38-39).

- As time goes On in our spiritual
li\'c@s. we sometimes act like ,ieenagets

know 11 all and can-take care of our-
* selves. But does God cease to actively

involve Himsell in our. lives then?

No! God's ipterest and care for His
- spifiteal children Tever cfnmxmshm

He continues to wark with us as we

.mature spiritually.’.

- Romans 8:28-31 u:lls us t.ha! God
- called ali of-us for g purpdse — that

He does care. Paul-énds, with the
statgment, “1f God be fog-us, who can
be against us?”
Are you for your sons and da
- ters? Are you intergsted enoug
get involved ig their lives during one
of their most crucial and potentially
traumatic penods of development?
" Let’s be sure we understand our
parental responsibilities: Let’s set the
-~ ‘godly example of caring about our
- teens by knowing them ard being
-involved with.them. That's the way to -
closc the gcnemuon gag Q

h-

~
-

“do physically. We may think we ~

»




" Your Chlldren -
nderstand

- . How well are you as a parent fulfilling your re’sparzsibiii‘ty '

of teaching your children abourt~God's way? .~ s

EN : T

—

‘ . wo (ehurch
’ members were
discussing how
mugch their chil-
dren really got out of
Church services and
] .- - .Bible studies. One said
- . to the other: “Don’t kid
‘ -yourself. Your children
hear more than you
think. Take miine, for
example. Recently our
" minister was- talkmg in g
Bnbﬁestudy about Jesus
" feturning on a white
" horse: I didn’t think my
: _ 3 year old was listening
. at ali, but that night in-
= » hcrpmyersshwmp ored
' . . -Godtoplease help Jesus
- - not fall off His horse
when He returns™”’ ‘
Humorous? :Yes.

But

r. .. pick up from sermons? Do they
, ’ .r’eaﬂly havc om: ca?r‘ opcn while

" lodge In the recesses of their sub-
" conscious' somewhere among the
Elales in their storybooks? Does

" jost how much do’ your #hildren .

- covered in-sermons. Certainly if the -
lé‘bi‘cts" Docs the story of Davad'

'.Elhe meaning of the Holy Days

«

By Gerald £ ﬁ’estoﬁ‘

gasd all the humorous stori&i told by

' parents Who had overheard their off- ;

spring’ commenting on mincy points

kids picked up on these smaller mat-
ters,. the major lessons were sinking -

/in” 1 figured by the sheer number of .
hours spent in Church services, the

average Church vouth had to know
volumes more thin a young person g
Ia;klng such exposure. -

One father of six expressofi-this
same view when he saad “If my kids

]

‘ % Sregister over the notes passed
[ 2 _ sbetween smiling teens?
7 . For many years | thought so. |
™~ ) . ' .
o’ S A
1 - - N

‘in my two churches. The results :
-astounded many parents. Maost pasenis— -

_one chyrch_every teen present had

. mess up. it won't be because
" they didn't know better.
They've been sittfng in ser-
vices all-‘their lives. I've
made sdre of that. If they
leave, it won't be my fault.”
"~ But does this line of reason-
ing square with the facts? ~
~You may be surprised. ’
I was. [ was surprised the
first time | organized a game
of chagades with a group of
Church teens and found that
not a single one out of @25
rememberéd ever hearidg
about the “valley of dry
‘bones.” | 'was surprised dur-
ing last year's Feast.of Tab-
ernackes. when the first four
teens who were asked at a
Bible bascbdll game didn't
know y.hal it meant to “afe
flict yOur soul.” v
Yes. | hate been surpnsed .
— perhaps shocked would
bec more accurate — about
~  what our children don’t "
know. « B
Recently | gave a test 1o ail the teens

<

were at least mildly embarrassed.

The qaaesucns on the exam were ot -
unreasonible. One 19 year old who had
gome to services for only ane veas
proved this by scoring'90 percent. That
was, by the way, the only 90 percent
" scoreand was the highest.* ~ R

Most icens didn’t do that well.. ln

*_ The GOOD NEWS  Aprd 1881
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H
1

| can
zhese DOCT FE3LiLS are,
*e'ch an isolzted example :

638 15

A ciear instrugction

i1
me ail

uponthe ﬁr‘"’*.
their children” (Detis 4

Moses spec:fically
Israelites 10 teach .hv.a' children the
-eo'n"n:ar.gmenf tha!l were given at
Ma. Sinal. -

After repeating ihe Tc“Cﬂm*nurd-
ments_in Dcmc'o"am»/bad again
empheisized 1he crucial :'n;sorﬂ.e.,.ce of
teaching them o our chiidren: "And
these words. which | command thee
this’day, shall be :n thine heart: And

thou shait tecch them a‘z!:gm!!} unto

thy children, kait talk of them
when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way. and
when thdu hest down, and when thou
risestup”(Deut 667).
Merely teaching the Ten Com-
mandiftents would be a good s’(ar! for
those who have neglected that Espon-
snt&ﬂ?tj but God does rat let w
easy. “And when thy son a3
time 1o come. saying. What mean the
tesifmonies. and the.statutes; and the
judgments, which the Lord our God
hath commanded vou?” {verse 20).
Thisciearly states that the testimonies,
staivtes and judgments are 1o be

and, sh

- “taught, Why else would your son ask

youabout them?
© 1t is clear from these verses that
parents are 1o teach their chiidren,

- from @ positive perspective, the sga-

sons for keeping God's command-
ments, statutes and judgments. in

addition. we are o show how God has
_ perseraily intervened and biessed us,
- and that keeping His commandments .
is for our good (verses 21-25).
God is very specific about oenam
things- He wants ys to teach our chil-
dren. The history and meaning of the

" ears. and the lowing ‘of the ouen

cussed the hrlany g
thesedays withthem, \wm:ﬂbs afor
aruce wake ing.

v
1t s pure angd i"“g}iz rebeiion. ¢

Saai 8 bilter lesson

Nctice the example cf Saul and how
he rebeiled against God. Canyou bind a
paralielintfor yoursel!? .
* God, threugh Samuel, commanded
Saui to utteris des rov the Amalekites
{1 Sam. 15 3} But what did Saui do?
“But Saui and the pecple spared Agag.
and the best of hc skeep. and of the
oxen, 4"33 of 1he fathings, and the lambs,
and all 1hat was good. and wouid not
utteriy destroy them: but every thing
that was wile and refuse, that they

destroyed utiesiy' (verse9). .
Say! reperied to Samue! that he-had-——
carried cut God's instry '.sans But

Samue!l w23 unimpressed. Hisrepiywas
swift and buing: “What meancth then

m,, :
ki

w
1
G
w

R e
o 0
*

sz' &8
g8

ra:d 5. Just lice’

S..,,a! th rationalize 1ha a"‘e" way

is best.
But the &

acts are Cleam The igno-

rance of God's iaws ameng our
vouths cries cut lcuder than the
Amalexite sheep!

< It's time for parents to siand up
and hz cogrted. IU's time {or parenys
to panently, lovingly cbey Gogs
command, Mx cut ef aspirit ef duty
alone, but becauserthey eagerly desire
to fead the next generation in the
right way of fife. -

Of course. there is alwaysfike dan-
ger of going overboard in a¥ything.
and this sub,%ec. is mo excepiion.
Some Aave “turned off " ihei-OT-
spring b\e’*hc harsh approach they
take in teaching God's ways. There is
2 right and a wrong way to teach. Buv
"God's cogmand is that p..rcnb uach
their children .

Se why not grade your own gx;.fez-
mance — right now if pussible? Give
vour chiidren the accoripanying test.
Then grads the test aocording to the.
instructio#. Remember, however, the
score your chifdren get is really vours. If
they score pooriy..don’t blame them.
The respons:bility is on your sb@ulém
~GMpmsuhm - L ®

this bleating of the sheep in mine

whith { hear? " (verst 14).

Saul had disobeyed a direct
commapd from God. Kis aet
amounted 1o cpen rebelfion. The
result? Sgmuel teld him: “Rebel-
lion s as the sin of witchcrafi, and -
stubbornness is as iniquity and
idolatry. Because thow hast
rejected the word of the Lord, he *
hath also rejected thee from being
king™ tverse: 23y | r

Is it pms;hie that you. withowt
sealizing it, have fallen into the
same trap as Saui? Have vou
rebelled sgainst God by ncglecting
to keep one of the ciearest com-
mands of the Bible. “Thou shalt"
teach them diiigentiy unto thy
children™

Some have been afraid they wille
“turn their children of if they -

diligently teach them. They reason

1) List the seven amwmgpi Feast

S L took place on 8 Pdgacver Gating

O

"YEST YOURSELF BY
TESTING YOUR TEENS

God in orgjes, .

2) Lot the Ten Cofhmangmests w

. orger .

3) Wpo wed Jacod's grandiather?

4) Who was Jacob's soo who was
sold o slavery?

§) List the frst Eve books of the
Bibte. .

8} List the Sral Bve Books ol the MNew
Testament )

7} Hame one sgadoan event thal
took piace oa the frst Pessover.

8) Npme one mgelcent eves that .

the New Tesiament.
] Wiwnmm ‘’¥ict your
soui? -
i@} Wha! does he Llasl Greal Day
gitee? . P
‘Answers 08 pege 29
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“The Work™”
(g

apc:v" and h

" The world s still
" spiritual ipnvranide. 11 has 105t — or

nued Sfrom rage 4.

e means Tene sent
ferth” with Chrisi’s Gospel méssage
- the same mressage Jesus brcughz
oem God.
~\3 sla

of zbove, Peter was chief
an eadef in the car-
lrest years of 1the Chuum After Peter
seems 10 drep from sight, Paul was in
charge. on the earthly, human level of
the Church Fol"owmg this biblical

attern and example, Christ's apostie

is human leader under Christ, zmd in

Hos auth . loday.
Why only orc apostle ﬂoda&"

We Live 10day in a far, far different
world The world's population has

mump}ned many umes over. In the

wake of the inveniion of the printing
press and the 1ypewrilel. KNOWL-
EDGE has increased asloundingly not
only. but also the diffusion of knowl;
edge Unfortunately, that knowledge
is virtually 108 percent maggsalistic.
the darkness of

A

; that ¢ne

can SBE%L(

t- el C_’C Anua »,-u« fT\ s

many — paris of
audiences. Or ke can wnte messages
n-his 1ypewrzilgs., which are
reprinted 1 REWSpEPETS. MARAZINES

or other maans of m.ss»duﬁi?m n
distributed and rea
ilic

d by. dfwmard: or

mullions of people.
In. Paul's day he could be heard by

as many people as could hear a naty-

“ral, unamplified voice. /1 wouid have
‘1aken many hundreds of apostles 10
. C‘Oﬂ"CV

1the message to as many
people then as it does today.

Todav we have mechanjcal. orga- -

nizational facilities so that one man
can direct the functions of as many
as hundreds of apostles cobld have

done in the days of the Pauline min-
IStry. . - -
But today, these same advanced

mechanical

- tain differences in’ organizational

rather never gained -- the TRUE VAL~

UES in understanding.
But escalation ‘-§ c:u'nai. seifishiy
motnzied diffusio n:aamdge

- Church of God.

- functions and procedures — though

basically THE PATTERN IS THE
SAME! ’
_ Asthe Chumh prew for 35 years al
the unmaiched raie of 30 percent
increase annually over each preceding
ear. the wse of modern facilities
“increased God continually added
Atose He called. Ambassador Cellege
was founded 1n 1947, ind later the

calleges in Brijamn and Texas. Doz-.
v <

hundreds of God-edu- .

caled.
became, by

1968, the Worldwide

Al this ime. st was the Work of
Jesus Christ. through His chasen
apistie) <arrving an the Church's
eperaticns, fulnlling the DuaL spiri-
.perpuses for the Church: 1)
proclaiming 1o the world, for a wit-

lities neoessitate cer-

sters. were ordained. We |

‘al's Repori.

{hogk.els

apdsiic. Most

1eaching m the aﬂcm‘c L. ‘i'.. s Gos
pel-prociaiming arez is the Mail
Processing C::W:r where hundreds
of thousands — even millicns — of -
letters are received from Dhisteners.
viewers and readers. The ;
includes crdaindd mimsicrs, raged
by the apostle. who amswer leiters
askimg brblical"quesiions and se
spiritual counsel.

In the area of “feeding 1he Tock.
first is Ambassador College. educal-
ing and training men for the minsiry,
and others for varicus gsﬁsu,c'b’
Work. The teaching 15 that -
Christ's apostle, a‘*oﬁzs president and
cbaﬂwlﬁor of the college. -

The. ministry, consisting wf
huﬁdreds of ordarmed mimisiers

whmg as the apasile taught them,
in local churches “cr‘cu de.

Serving them for_the aposiic
15 the Ministenal Services Depart-

V‘

-

ment .

JQU usider the apustle and covper-
aung with Ministenal Senites :tz;
. Festival Office, planning and 7
ing the annual Feast of Tabern
attended 12 many festival sites s
the entire world. T,

Feeding the flack i1z gr
Good News, mopthiy.
Woridwide News, 2 tabl
muonthiy, besides the Pas
weekis ¢ the *munis-

iry. C©
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Ggd “esres that Chretansgprosrer tth enr-

tez.y ens 7"5!97;:%,., He wanis .8 {0 ensy e

Crost Homsest sa:Z ! am come thal they mught

ave ! moje gl

) hk‘i' amax Qh‘nvn Al then Rh
2, * e!*a: :rw r—éyes‘ grosger a'a
ahn 23 Bul n order o begn

ie a“* c?*a* °*~ew m.ght

o eemen:
PORY €3 Q%1 2100

ce

:zg é!‘td w"a.”g tral God

e*’s ook nte "*e Bible 1o learn atat ko3
27 21niuge and aggroach Goo's Spat-beg ise
Quigren sRCLid Rave 104318 w7k

1. Wher God Almighty gut Afja,” nd Eve . nthe
Garces ot Edgﬂ gid He put man !@ work? Gen.
2 75 Whral was o be the continuing lask cf the
human race”? Geﬁ +.28-28

Jn the Lrst two chapters of Geres:s God

revea s Homsel 1o us as A worker. Wik six days

His crealive &eyk‘anfciqaﬂ Ang when He Tréated

 the ‘"52 ruman bengs i His owin age He made

her) wWorkers. 199,

ﬂ toid owr pmgan-tms fo suz:s..e 1'& earih

swﬁuce ?’@m 5ev§mg aﬁa zare 1 'mé‘x?

2 Easm He pul the man mig !hsaataeh '4
“uilvate and beaulily i, _ .
2. Does the commandment 1o resi.on the Sat-
teth heve anciker side? Ex 209
Trough many have not reaized 1 the Founh
Commandment 8’80 insirugls mank.ng 12 iabog
ju;na me 5es! of the wesk That parz st the

*g man w veal on ﬂ‘*e sivamh day af Me waak
the gay God made holy

The Snbkam commandmen! acivaiy dales
A wek. [T was given 1o weed man
in @ close sgirtual relat.ionship with his Crasior,
ahs s & workér —
Hig creation. And Gsé (mar*és a1, |

Jikg Ham!

3. Was Jesus théu,sem to this eanth (o
&crk? John 94, Dig He revea) that the Father

PP E S

1 r@qQuir- -

who cregted and now susiaing.
us tT become

i A s .

. fgp doar b0 the bed or

31'* 0TAS .
T S

Thess. & ) . .
fow *’Pe Re..sed Stargard Versizd res-
ders verse J2 T80 thal you may COmTmany ke
'es;%cﬂ 2% culs.ders, ant be deperdent on

twu’ ’ .

6. D2 Pau commani ﬂ'é!‘,ué.t ,gb;* ‘a»' the
persIn who wasn'! Lsed 1o hones! work? Epn
428 ’ R

T.Hoa 32 Pac deal
4 Théss .2 0 D:d he
Verges "1-°2

8 Wil 2igest efse prove g wﬂmﬂ B
j‘" 4 Wyl the hard. &DIRE! hace :f:e
5 o8 .,'e*Pr.,« 20:°3, 28 19, )
9 ﬁ*e thase whD refuse 0 work 85T 6! .Sk

@™ azy, shMess 2erst
sommand them !3 wWorm?

aplorigetnogs *r@ Mgent cossess Ll @isass
end.np up eTply nanded? Prov. 3.4, 21:25
10.0 3

'he S-ulh

pergon ipok ‘s’
TTETE St ‘?cﬁ‘? ‘* v
2e 13, Cives he aiways he.e cieser 7
gKIL3€8 LI - mm sCh 310083 3bOLl why he (%
~ﬁ'="p“ge:: —why ha shouldn'! work? Pone-

28 18”45 ¥ 5 izve i gleep arg igow of eﬁ_ﬁ? the
cause 5 hs poeeny? Prow §15-0%

1% Joes ‘V’dwaf‘te taﬂj o b@méta ,?satct
tormung? Froe 918 7 . '

Soms peLpie use me sLah 85 iittie exz use fo
couc®— they ¢
Gist:ngu 57 Delmaen trus trednash and just piEin
\azi-ess!
!@ \Eﬁes ° 'eue eEQﬂ s%*zk aamgi

26 13 -5-‘

LR m‘as ifﬂ!: ’J‘ "'Ld-wduas hs t@&"y is? %&
LB Prow 24 5034 .
Yeke & ook grcund your property: Does ¥Sur
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17y #zzus,
er gosses-

noyicr ever

g n1p ai:iw;%a'a f:;rﬁ!em &f
ZSIILTLIG fromthe New Testamest,
d:3 Paulteach regardng serv.ce 5
er — one’s Buss. foreman or s..per-
44424 ¥4, 2:8-10. e
Sgh Pauls instruction was spec: gga‘., L2
STt &75 mhCwére pondisiaces a) thal tme, the
cestaniy apply loday. ‘ﬁ?@:’e‘«e; yous
Tay be. '-crﬁ 8.2 as ! ySuw! immedi-
e tIss were Jesus Christ K mseit —
“ea“ iy, 8% 17 the Lord” Be Mcigeratve end
TTealTus, e "*e ipb. Be alert 12 please your {ore-
~an ot t g Sy do.ng ihe (0b fis aay. ANE show
-mﬁess 16 36 beyonc whial g requ-red.
. Hememier, 130, that $odd perscna. ‘eialions
on the ;ob.s one of the best fofms of empisyment
sg.rance Butl g Chuslian shoyidnt be 8 !aﬂmet
50 @ RyEOTle 0 BNy 8088 Show siacers. o¥ng..
THRTEIN 8nd Cm@tahm fowsard your srrpcsw
youf toreman aﬁ@ your ‘taliom ampig,e:;nﬂyvory

PR 5L ok
T

Fow! @,

pgosstie way. <
... 18. Can one espect to be paid.s gopd seiary
he .8 nol worith 17 See the armcﬁpse in Mam
§ 24 -
Tre & ra recss'ea [} zraa!er’ Teward s 10 be
&orih more! 8e & vaunb's empisyee. .
- Don'tust plod 2i0Ag in yOour job wilk 8 ho-hum,
rumdem, avery- da; ‘the-same-rooling attdude
Be anergetic! Giow. produce! Srudy 12 improve,
pour skiis Teke.some night Tias¥es agd o
~—ga@4wvsmaa;wme3mtmm
gubl s [dorary. .- .
ﬁ@a:,y BPpiy yourssil é‘ﬁﬁ gvste 1T yDuy
- empPyer trat you heve the caphoily and {re will
¥ wotk and ic do &n exegneﬁ! f171 28 :s your pent
ang God wil biass you. .. L 3
37, What s 8 augga d like 1 moau why hire
f’u- T g.,;!, 1028,

e rﬁﬁ $: W"pty doesn’t get the ,:b date Yhe!etum

“de av

S

- Gigh poswen un We soon-coming KJ\gdom of God

Sr o 8

{ s;m.,em 2o 50
tve me ‘acks?

‘he mairn
'3 meiicates 4

N : Treaninzienly wiIks,
tolgces gowih Nl scér, o foreman or chied”

w-

(VEQE” s er&-m! . L

&» 'y G WOTK
S g with S‘he
3: ! and. 'eas": sr uid not
zrl saswelbuiin y &:eiie han
these cwes ‘_”':s st Lie: A human shoud not
have 10 be ponslanty supervised Yo do produc-

tve wTTK. Goz-s 0ot supervised. We are 1o learn
10 be the Hm . ‘ -
9. u\e:we Fr ‘.er&s 12 24. Wity wiil bscmre .
the .saters dresing the rest & the workers? The
dligeny? Av-c vﬁ'a' wili be ’be +0t of the si cth!ua‘?

‘Same verse.” P

“‘“e sioiMy wiil e out 2o !:r?&i ‘a‘i:af“ {Re-
ised Sianda
csl 818580y s‘,,_emsed wi te paid less than
nose who regute Litle su...e'vas on. Do yc.d zeb
wri?::a! teng tcld. Ordo it immediately when 1cid -
row Gelul gH the Erst time. " - -
Be the «ind o perssr who (noreases his supe- -
nsr's ‘dz;cmr acd the production of ail fus
‘eliow Wgrkers When the time comes Yor'Taises
af promolighs, this is the man or woman who

7'3, W‘j te remembered. .

. 20. Wil-the man who 3 a geil- slanef - the
mn w0 Yeally applies hzmeu on his job without.
’be g prodded — Snd himsell in the mmpaﬁy of -
impornasi pevpie‘? Prov. 22:28.

1. Was Joseph an indusirious young man who .
wés Fhen gresier respongibilities? Gen. 38 2 6 ;
22-23 41 40-44

Ave you wiling 15 pul lorth ihe e!!nn fo te ke
Josepn”? He was diigent. And though hs was
ssuerery tied and tesied for a time, Jt stil
Qbeyes God and Ged biessed him excestdingiy.
He eveniually became prime minister of the entirg
land of Egyp1. ang wili yndoublgdly be given @

‘mm&@ws 14} ‘-
ity B will cealy be::e«e God amd sel y@urse!f to

Je HIS WorS, Sinung 10 cbey 8i of. God's
Tommandments, He promses 12 bless you. ,
Tre agostie Payl sums @ yp \n Hebrews 11.6:

“te tha! cometh 1o God m@sayﬁa{é that he 15,
and el ve .8 a4 rewarder [Buth spinilyalily and

physital ﬁw St them that difigently seek
i ° N

Versicn) Thage who must BRys

n



PERSONAL

(C ominucd Srom pagv ! )

The mate is no longct pnrl aof one’s
empirical sy, Resentment turns to
bitterness, and bitterness to HATH.
Hapbiness is 1 funny thing — or is
it? ‘The more you GIVE, the more you

‘HA VL. But the more you try to TAKE,

the more miserable you become.

It became clear. One way, of life is

the siLF way - -- the INcoming way —

the GETTING way. The orrosiTe

wAY is the selfless way -~ the way ‘of
hpmility, petting rid of the spLe
(which is your biggu.t enemy), the
way of GIVING, serving, sharing.
In the summer of 1033 we were
tiving in Ortgon. I planned a series of

lectures ia and near Eugene, Ore., to -

- share this BaSIC KNOWLEDGE of this

right way or s with othefs. [ was

* withoul money. But & man with

~whom I had come in contact, believ-
ing in this way, happened to.be a
member of a country school buard.

“He difered me the use of a one-room

* country schoblhouseeight milgs west
of FEugene. Theré was no rént." |
walked out over the countryside,
inviting neighbors. to .come to the
series of lectures. There were only 35
seats, but attendance averaged 36 —
an average -of one standig.

", That was a very small group of
people, but the response was electric,
Some of those tives became happier!

A little later an igvitation came to
Jecture over “radio. The response was

-

That was Yhe qt.m//\s new co-work-
crs, volunteeret to join with me, other
4dio stations were added. Growth was
L&:\.lll. But | never would solicit contri-
blitiong over the air. The radio program
startofl on the air the first week in 1934,
I managed to put together a homemade

“magazine” called The Plain Truth,,

printed on a borrowed mimeograph,

ready by Feb. 1. This was offered, free,’
‘ toradio listeners.

Little by little it grew. in 1947

Ambassador Colleg® was opened in

Pasadena — with four student$ and a
faculty of eight. It was a new type of

- campus education. We not only

‘began teaching students how to-carn
a living — but alsd 1tow 10 LivE,
And now, after another nearly 34
years, | look back on a life that has
* been filled with happiness — because
it has been devoted 1o SHARING this
WAY 10 REAL
about three dozen, .then hundreds,
then thousands and today into the
HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS of people.’
From that hugh estimate | placéd on
mysell during my late tecris and twen-
"ties, seeking §TATUS and g recognition of
AMPORTANCE, | skidded backward — all
the way nown to self-abasementin eco-
nomic poverty. In fipangial poverty |
found ki way to true success. |
“learncd that setting one uhg,.m on mon-
ey, mulcrml possessiding or status only
brlngs a cursk, Financial Success jssel-
dom _true success, because it is soughl
“loritsuwnsake. .
There is'a © ‘AU&L for every eﬂeu
. TRUI siiceess may, and perhaps

success with, first, .| - tate about? This is

Meditation

(Continued from page 9}

the first place? It & nor possible.
The Bible gives many subjects of.
méditation, such as: The works of
God's honds, His creation (Ps. 8:3,
143:3). (This is an especially appro-
priate subjcct whenever you do lind a
scenie view, or when you’ observe.
some .xmxmng lhmg in nafure.) God's
past works in your life (Ps. 77:5-6, ,
~10-12). His strength (Isa. 17:10). His
covenan} with His people and with
you personally (I Chron. 16:15).
Your Christitn calling and duties
(1 Tim. 4:13-15). Qur High Priest,
Jesus Christ (Heb. 3:1). God's stat- -
utes .md\l.lws (Ps,«119:48). His won- -
ders (Neh. 9:17.
.Cany think of anything to mcdl-
#ugh to keep
you awake all night! L

Positive resuits = -~ o
Meditating brings positive results. a

" Researchices have compiled. reports

about pwplc in the world who spcnd

" a few minutes each day “meditating.™
| By “mu.hta;m#

: they -mean only
bricf periods of relaxing, withdraw-
ing from involvements and pursuits
and getting reoriented. Even for

*these halfway measures, the reports -

indicate a lessening of strcss. blodi
pressure and oxygen tonsumptiort
and purport a wide range of benefi-
-cial changes in health, personality,
intelligence and perfofmance. . -

- entirely unexpccled. There was ther
only one station’in Eugene, KORE,,
owned by Frank 1ill: He called me into’
his office, handed me a handful of let- -

ters. He suggested | plan arégular half-

. hour program — offering to contribuie

* substaniindly by reducing the cost below

cost of operation. The price was §3 per

~ half hour. That was the start of The .
* World Tomorrow program. 1t ¢ould not-

have started smaller. The station ihén
broadcast oni only 100 watts. Butit wasa
_ NEWKINDOF EDUCATION. ~ *

usudﬂy s'hs)"ld include finascial suc-
cess. Moneyis power, but usually it is

used 10 CAUSE cirses, not blessings -

-and happiness. Money.is good or evil
depending on how it is used. If mongy
is the end you seek, it will wregk you
in the end. Sell-centeredness, self®
seeking —— the GETTING, grasping .
way of vanny. jealousy, envy und
- greed -7 is 2 CAUSE that always pro-
duccs a most UNHAPPY effect:
Tm sumsLE the self, to be little in.
. your own eyes, to be honesl!y “and

5 Edocatien as organized inthis
world is ;esmclcd primarily to the.
phyiical sciences, lechnologlcs and
the professions — teaching how o
- earna living; but not HOW TO LIVE. |

saw the nced of this broader kind of
edugation IN THE HOME. Without any-

rrequest from. me, radio listeners vol-
“unteered to become contributors.
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“sincerely concernéd for others.— (o

" get on.the GIVING, helping, serving,

sharing Way - that is the WAy OF .

LIFE that CAUSES real success! -
To have the SELF brought dowd to
that jupk pile was a painful experi-
ence. Butaot for lung. Yes, 'mglad | |
skidded backwgrd from self-esteem,
" ego'and vam;y and sclf»beckm‘ tf

- and pcrscvcrdncc (Heb. :

Meditating on God's way produces

. any positiye results the world's way of

meditation can produce, plus a whole
“lot .more! It brings life — eternal life’
(Rom. 8:6), great b!csgmgs (Ps. 1),

prospdrity and succeps (Josh, 1:8),

gladness (Ps. '104:34), hope (Lani.

3:19-24, RSV), wisdom and’ under-
“standing (Ps. 119; 98-99)r endirance .
12:3),
s(rcngth in the face of persgcution
L (Ps. 119:23-24). Keeping your-mind
“filled with the goal God has set.before-

you will prevent you from. slipping
back into the world you csme'put of
{Heb. 11:15-16).

- lsaiaky med up‘ the whole sub-
ject of feditation when he exclaimed
1o Gok

.**Thou wilt keep him in per-.
fect peace, whose mind is slayed on,
thee: because he trusteth in thee
(Isa. 26: 3) o
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SN vas ilie' Hebrew calendar. And ore of —— befs 10710, 28:11, I"'Samuel 305, 24-
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Calendar "

(Conlhmed from page 7) .

Thursday. And that is\éfactly what
. the Pharisees dncwntly cqum.d be

“ done!
- The Pharisces) put major emphasis
on _precise visyftl observation of the

first faint creggent.of the new moon.
Taey ovcr@ﬁnuviticus 23:26-32.
So whenevbr the first faint crescent

T of the scventh ncwfﬁxm/of the year
was ‘seen just abovd'the western hori-

zon after sunset on Tuesday tvening,
for example, they declared that day,
chncv.duy (which begins
the previous evening), to be
the new moon.
Conscquently that new
- moon became the first day
of the month and the Day of Trum-

. pets.‘The result was the 10th day of

the month — Atonement -— wouid

fall o a Friday in such a year. -
- Tth;rue)r’nore concerned with .
the visual appeafance of the moon’s,

“first t;rcscent than they were with the-
spxnlual requirements of the Day of.
* Atonentent.

God, of course, had to oorrcct that
— and He did!
» The Romans’ ﬁqally put an cnd to
visual observation of, the new moons

- by the Jews. The Jews' chief leader,

Hillel 11, whose responsibility it was

- o regulate the calendar, was forced

to -issue a-decree for the year A.D.
358-359-to (re)institute the authority
of the fixed. calendar we know today

the rules of that calendar is based on
Leviticus 23:26-32."
Hillel 11 realized that these verses

_tequire that the Day of Atoriement

should not fall on Friday, the prepa-
ration day of the Sabbath..

The ruls, therefore,.is “that if - the. -

-new moan*of a seventh month could

. occur on a Wadnesday (beginning the

_previous evening), that day is not to
“be declared the new moop. It is to be |
postponed. But the day following is to

!

. tional datclme — on

Y

falls in such a ycar on the wcckiy ’

Sabbath.

The year 1927, the ycar that Her- \

bert W. and Loma D. Armstrong
began keeping God's Holy Dai){s igan
example of this very postponement.
That year the new moon of the sev-

- enth month, by the normal rule of the

Hebrew caleéndar, could have oc-
curred on a Wednesday. But that day,.
was not 1o be declared the first day
because of the special rule based on -
Leviticus 23. .

" By authority of the chrcw court

" that long ago governed the calendar,

that new 'moon in’,1927 was deter-

rflistrongs consequent-
ly celebrated their first fast of Atone-
ment, the 10th day of the month, on
the weekly Sabbath, not a Friday.
By authority of Scripture one cag-

- not"change the dates of the month

that are holy.once the month is deter-
mined. God hallowed the fifst and the
. 10th day of the seventh morfth — as

-‘hlso the 15th and the 22nd days.
_ There are no others made holy, Bute

God gmpowered men to examirie’ all
the sgnplurcs and 1o declare first
which is to ke the day of the ne

moon. Once that is declyred, the

: e N
@

islands of Alaska to the west are
incorporated into the day that lies to
the east. And, in contrast, the islands

of the eastern part of the kingdom of -

* Tonga are mcorporateﬂ into the day

- that begins to the wcst of tht interna-

C

w-n:n

(
month ls’dmermmcd And since a -

new moon begins a mon;h (see Num- -

tional dateline.

So we have mcmbcrs ‘of God's
Church in Tonga in the' Southern
Hemisphere who begj
baths and Holy Days One day before
brethren who live to the west.of them
in the Aleutian Islands in the North-
ernz Hemisphere. They keep holy the
time that mes to them, as it has
bccn autho atively established for a
round earth.

to present just such prob-
lems so that authoritative

decisions uuw,]%t:zve to be
made — and peoplg te: to see

whether they are willing to come

undet authority of those empowered,
to make just suchteoisions.

So which day is declared a new
moon is'not a private matter that can
override sensible requirements of the
Bible. The Pharisecs misjudged the
matter when they allowed Atonement

to occur on' a Friday merely to estab-

lish a new mooh in its
time.”

They should have rcahzed that if i in,
Jgrusalem the first faint erescent is
barely seen after sunset in the west:
before it slips over the horizon, all
people living to the dasi fromJordan

*“proper

to Japan and the Philippines won't - . .
. see the new moonr until the first cres- .-

27 and | Chronicles 23:31 for proof
that the new moon begins . the.
month), we know liow to number suc- _
cessive days of 2 month. ..

What _those today who want to
establish their own calendars and
thclr own.‘authority overlook is that
"we live'on d round earth. One would
*have thought they knew that! .~

A round earth requirgsan internas"
hat, is univer-

So_in' most instances it is- not even
]‘)OSSiBIe for all'nations to see the first
faint crescent on thie same day!

Itis not fequired that the first fint
crescent visible in Jerusalem always

- be"declared the new moon. What is

impgrtant is that the authority to

, dcclare it arises from Jerusalem!

saHy recognized and estabhshed by -

" be declared the new meon..

That is, a Thursday (beginning the

" previolis evening) is the first -day of.
the seventh month. That Thursday is .

consequemly the Feast of Trumpets,
since the Festival falls on the first day
of the seventh month (Lev. 23:23-
25). And the Day of Atoncmcnl

_which is the:10tk day of th; month, .

28U

- The authority of Jerusalem-in the
person of Hillel I did speak in’A.D.
358-359 to authorize ‘the present.

_ authority. As'it happens any “dateline
“ will cut dcross some major body of
land or island grouping.

*’Fhe one dateline that has® béen

- chosen and is authoritative is in the
" mid-Pacific. . Since it would cut

‘through Alaska and the kingdom of
‘Tonga in the South Pacific, an arbi-
trary decision had to be made. The

their Sab-

God intended the carth

cent in their western § sKies- until fﬁe T
next day anyway.

Hebrew calendaf throughout the

future until such time as a new court
smmg in Moses’ geat be rmtabhshed
in Jerusalem.

When Is the firét day of Abib?

.The: Bible makes plain that  the
Psssovcr and the Days of Unleav-
‘ened Bread must fall in the month

The GOQD NEWS Aprit 1981
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. start.” 1t starts

of ‘Abib, the first month of the -

Hebrew calendar {Ex. 12:2, Deut.
16:1). The month Abib has bgen
known, singe the Babylosian Captiv-
ity, as Nisan, a word derived from
the Semitic roet nesu, meaning “to
he months of the
year. Abib is.detived from aviv,
l'hl:aning “ears” or l“grc&n ears. of
grain.”” The first month is the
month in which green ears of grmn
bcgm to ripen — barlcy first, then'
winter wheat, which is usually still
in green cars when barley ripens.

Are we free to decide for ourselves

when we think the month Ahib —
the month of green ears — should

occur? Are we to decjde the matter-

on the basis of the state of the harvest

«n the Holy Land today? Some sects

whorrefuse tg use the words God and

 Jesus Christ claim so.They have tak-

‘en upon theinselves the authority to
~determine -the calendar. for them-

. .._sclves.'God lets them do so, but He
. .has»gm:n them no amhonty m this’

matter. .
" Who has
give quthorit

hat authomy" Dxd Jesuﬂ
to the New, Testamerit

“:Church’to preserve. God's calendar?

.Most - certainly. niot! "Nor djd the
Church ever preserve it. Nor did the
Church preserve ‘ihie-Hebrew. Bibie.

* Wg use both. We have autharity to

 teach. and

preach from the Bible

- (usua]ly in ‘translation), but Gad’s

- Chiirch has been given rio authority.

to prcserve the Biblg in elther

. Hebrew or-Greek: Nor have we been ,

called to determine the rules of God's

calendar-That-is-a matter He
10.the Jews — héencd it is proper to
cdll it the Hebrew calendar, just ds

. wespeak of the Hebrew Bible.

: “*—_“the seventirmonth is Tues

. The GOOD NEWS ~April 1981 -

How, thcn. is the month Abib or
Nisan determined? ' .
. It has ‘already been determmed'
-The matter was decided by Hillel 11 -
and his court m the fourth. century
AD.

Abib is dctermmed by the rules of
the peymanent calendar.’ For examm;
ple, this year, 1981, the new moon of

29, beginning the evening béfore. It

is this new moon that determines the:
character of the precedlng months of

the year. The new moos of Abib does

not det¥rmine the chamclsr of the -

year.
.The rules of the

dar call for edcht of the first six

=

Sepr—""‘*i)xﬂ you ever g énéé‘tﬁarth'c

Y

. reach the beginning of autumn? In

rmancnt \calcn~

months of the year {o be alternately
30 and 29 days long.

Since the Bible does wnot- declare

+ which months have ecither 30 or 29
days, it is an arbitrary decision,

enacted t%y those who are in authorigy

«over God's calendar. God has left it to
them.to keep it simple.

If He had not liked their demslonr

. of ingathering at the turn of the year”
(Jewish Publication Socnety transla-*

“tion): -
What is the “turn of the year™?

. The Hebrew worgd translated “turn”

 is tequfah, meaning “revolution, cir-

cuit or end.” It is wed specifically for

. the equinoxgs.or solstites.
It is here speclﬁeally referring to the

He would. have ,cdused them to

change it. But. since each month RS
slightly more than 29% days long, the
decision of the court, or Bcth Din, is
reasonable.

That means the first half of the"

year is always 177 days long (three

months with' 30 days plus three

months with 29 days, equals 177
days). '

* And if the first day of the scvcmh
month js on Tuesday, ‘the first of
'Abib is 177 days earlicr, and on a

Sinday. (These first six months are -
always 25 weeks and two days long .
And two days bef®re a Tuesday isa

. Sumay W :

. how much you, need-God's input from; .

autumnal equinox — wheh day and
night apgroach equal length. It normal-
ly falls on Sept. 23 this century”

‘But if the seven-day Feast of Taber:
nacles were one month carlier this year

the Festival would fail on Sept. 14-20.

Andihat is wholly in summer and plain-
ly cont¥ary.toExodus 34:22,

So before thinking the Hebrew cal-
endar needs - -your. input, think first

~ His written Word! He does reveal in
" the Bible more than you may be-

en’ Nisan begins on a Sunday o
th day is a SabBath; as it is this

year ‘That is, whtenevér. the, Feast of - |
Trumpets and the first' and -cighth.

days of the Feast of Tabernacles sea-.
as-they. do this |

-son fall on Tucsda,y
year, the Passover’will be a Sabbath

. »= more specifically, Friday, evening.

-God has not left the matter to gach '

person to decide for hitnself. God is .
- notthe author of confusxon Thc dcvxl

st
So. if’ snmegne were to ask But

-couldn'i the month of Abib this year '
Jeft— ﬁbﬂmc mnnth earhpraccordmgm the—-

Bible?- We answcr no! on two

. counts. w

yFirst, a change in the calendar

-‘lacks. biblical authonzatlon The

Hebrew perpetual calendar is the sole
authority For the Church “of God

" today.
_Second;even if it were pcrmlssxblc '

to havé Passovcr as carly as March 20
— the Very beginning day of spring
* —ghe Festival of Tabernacles would
fall too early.

" requires the - t of Tabernacles,

commembrating the second and great .

harvest of human beings, to at least

Exodus 34:22 we read” from- the
Engl‘sh translatlon of the Hebrew
Bible:

“Thou shalt gbscrve the fe&mt

"|* 3 Abraham. .

e

aware about His calendar. O

T .1 See chmcus 23

.~ ANSWERS TO
_ “TEST YOURSELF BY .
~ TESTING YOUR TEENS,”
‘ PAGE23°

v

2) See Exodus 20 or. Dtutorono
" my 6.

4) Jaseph.
6)*Genbsis, Exodus, Leviticus,
- . » Numbers, Deuteronomy.
"+ 8) Matthew, Mark, Luke, Jo?m
. Acts.  F.
7 Death ange! p.sud over, firgt-
born sluin, P-uovtl Ilmb
kiled, @te. |, -~ .

IS

" p)|Christ crucified, Passover axm
old changed fo bread and
ine," iqol wumnn ceremony,

9) To tut or humble youualf
lhrough hsﬂna s

10) The timé whon everyone who
has lived end neve; had an
opportunity to knew the truth
will have & chance for salva--
tion. ’

: . -~

. Nole: Scérs 10 points lor sach’ correct
| answer. Eu:h answer should be entirsly
corroct of no credit thvula b. glun For -

- pte. - ‘A e - ‘of .

ble —

o
the Ten and

'Feasts must be in correct order and sl of
hem nma 1 your tesn ocmqa 100
nts,’ on
Go'ﬂ s comand to lsach your chddreﬂ
dmganny 80 or 90 points means, you, -
4 rmust be doing semsthing riqm. 80 of 70
means you need 1o by a bit more diligent.
80 or below meana you need to reread
this acticte. Doa't sasume your children

understand!




—_ MY dld He have to be bom as a human7

) - WHY was He called the “Son of man”7

3 T HOW could He have been tempted to s sin
“(Heb. 4:15)? -

. -— DID He really have human nature7

AR - WHO was the “Father” to ' whom He ..
a * referred (John, 5:17)? R S |
S WHO were His “brethren,” His sxsters
\_7 ‘ . andﬁls.f_‘mother’? .(M_att. 13.55756)_3_

SR :
“he spmt of ant:chrlst is workmg in thls
‘world nght now' Do you kriow what thxs

T ',‘ Christ wht was; HIS purpose and how did
‘ "He accomplrsh it? These questions are all

- answered in.our new' réprint, “Is’ Jesus - |
. Gsdp" It s absolutely free. . . 2
- PN p— —— - ‘ S— . ‘- - " .. B
. s, N \ '
— .. . v
] - \ . g
USE THIS 'SPECIAL - .
“PEEL-OF§{ LABEL ON
.. THE CARP ’ -
" INSIDE . .
- _ - )




