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Faith reinforced :

.- Thank you from the bottom of my
heart for your 'aspiring article in the
October-November issue, "AgeWe Bu.x
on the Track" — When \Vc Lack
Eaith?™ - :

I have lost two daughters in the past’
year and have been depressed and ovesr-
whelmed. 1 realize now that F've allowed-
my grief 10 get the best of me. | have
tacked the obviovs understanding of
Hebrews 11. Once again | am rcminded.

- “tFaith is the ¢vidence of things nqt seen.’
I pray for Gods soon-coming Kingdom-
with more edrnest than | ever did before.

\rﬁy babies will have the healing 150 des-

rately praycd for, in the resurrection. ,
My faith is once ag.un reinforced!
v "Co-worker
Western United States

Festival issue
. Just had 10 write 2 note and thank you .
. all for the beautiful and inspiring Festival
Good ‘News [September]. . . The ar
ticles on famnly are just wonderful Thcy
show us jll;l what it will be fike to be in .
God's Family.

Mr. and- Mrs. Herbert B. Bvown .
. * Asheville, N. C

Careyovers’ '« - -

First off, 1 want to say 1 enjoy and
benefit from both the Plain Truth and -
the Good News magazines and read them
from cover to'cover, and 1 am very grale-
ful to be mecciving thern.

However, | have often wondered why it
is "ncccssary fo break the continuity by
placing the ending in the back instead of
having the article all together for contin-
uous feading. Also, the ““boxes” inserted
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sectigms.cof . the magazimes, This-somen. .l ]
times fo@ts us to use carryovers.

The "bawes” feature intriguing siate-
mems or guestions from the arlicles to
. grab the interest of thise readers who
may Rot olhtpvm' recd the arvicles.

Why can't they be put gt the beginning or
end of the article? . -
» Mrs. ijlhur Tait
‘ -Punta Gorda,Fla.”
We appreciate your comments. We try
to complete articles on *cpnsecutive
pages. However, many tinies articles de
. mol fit exactly and we are forced to carry
Me exira copy over.
~ Also, the printing process we use and
the rules of good graphics.require that
we begin and finish articles in certain

~in-the middle-of an-articleare distracting:
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ID YOU ever stop to ask,
“‘How far may I safely
in doing what [ wany
. but know I ought not?”

personally with our readers, I like
to discuss things that give us

. something to think about.
Remember the Old Testament
character Balaam, who, as you read in
Revelation 2:74, in the words of
Christ, caused ancient Israel 1o sin?
Let 'me give you some interesting

"time - Successor in_office to Nimrod
(Geri. '10:8-10). founder of the
- world’s . pagan civilization. Balaam

. —— in the pagan religion — the Ponti--

.} fex Maximus of the pagan world —

. the.chief oracie of paganism. .
. Does-it, then, seem strange that he
prayed 10 God .:md appcarcd tobea
- sepvant of God? -
When King Balak of Mpab sent
emigsaries to hire Balaam to put a
" curse on the people of Israel, Balgam
_apked the emissdries to remain over-

and ask God if he might go with
. them. If he was the. chief pagan

In this column, where I -can talk "

" hew facts abolt this Balaam.  ©
Balaam, it now appears, was in his

“-was the greatest prophet of the time *

night, so he could go aside and pray, - -

three million of them — had done 10
the Amorites. He was struck with
“fear. The Moabites were far, outnum-
bered.

So King Balak sent mcsscngcrs o
Balaam, who lived at Pethor in Meso-
potamia- — far distant,

"Euphrates River. They tqok with
them the fees for divination, to hire
Balaam to curse the Israclites.

“They are too mighty for me,” was
Balak's message to Balaam, “for |
wot [know] that he whom thou bless-
est 'is blessed, and he whom thou
cursest is cursed” (Num. 22:1:6).

When the elders of Moab and
Midian, Balak’s messcngers, deliv-

. ered the mez-sdéc to Balaam, notice
© what he said: “'Lodge here thié hight,

and 1 will bring you word again, as
- the Lord shall speak-unto me: and 't

princes of Maab abode with Balaam™

(verse Y.

God said 10 Balaam, Thou shalt
not go with them; thou shalt not curse
the people: for they are blessed.”

*And Baluam rose up in the morn-
ing, and said unto the princes of Ba-
lak, (Get you into your.land: for the
Lord refuscxh to give mé leave to go
with you™ (verses 12-13).

Again King Balak sent messcngers

to Balaam — this time mufe noble -

prinees of higher rapk, and more

- they have gone in the way of Cain, i
- apd ran greedily after the error of
Balaam for reward” (Jude 11).
. tht Pergamos era: “But | have a few

near the’
“Balaam, who taught-Balac to cast 2

. When we rescarch into his actual

“and highest fees. He sent them o

Jesus Christ says to the Church of -

things against thee, because thou hast
there them that hold the doctrine of

stumblingblock before the cti!dren
of Israel” (Rev. 2:14). .

So Jesus Christ, Peter and Jude all
tell us Balaam was a false prophet.

identity, we find that Pethor, where
he resided, was the headquarters of
the highest priest of the pagan Baby-
lonian Mystery religion. -

In reading through Numbers 22.
23 and 24, one might suppose Balaam
was just some ordinary fellow of no
consequence. Yet here was the king
of a’nation. He. passcd up his own
highest priests, magicians and astrol-
ogers of the pagan. religion. He sent
his highest prisices, withf rich rewards

grear distance to Pethor, near the
Euphrates in.Mesopotamia. He
~woyld not ?mvc sent them to any but
‘the most pow::rful practitionér of
jxvmatmn

Other scriptures show that thest
‘higher magicians of divination were
often.demon possessed. This Balaam’

: %fﬂarephe!—aehm!b*srmng I SATAN'S

SEAT, as head of Satan’s religion on
- earth, WHY ‘would he . pray to God ”
@bout it? - :

: who have read this account have sup-
. p@sed Balaam to be @ prophet of God
— not of Sutan. Did he not do right _
“in gGnsylting God? Surely Satan
. would not do that! Take just a quick |
lmk at the incident, . :

* The children of ¥siael, under
‘Moses, had pitched camp in.the

' Jordan River, near Jericho. The king

i e“mes — lhs.rc wcre at least two or

1 feef quite sure ahal most’ peaple ‘

- of. Moab Balak, saw what these Isra--

money. Apsin Balaam asked-them’to
rémais. O\Yughlp&—hal 1 may know
* what the

‘more” (verse al‘)) This” time God
allowed hin Kq,gu' with them, but
forbade hamLﬁ'o curse Israel. Yet the
angel of God stopped Ba,!.ums don-
_key on the way. Way? :

Now doesn™s all -this spund as if

Balaath wemg Gob's prophet, not

+ o Satan’s? Y, keﬂmwereadmlhe'

New Testamemt! -

Perer speales of ﬁais: pmphc!s fole" '

ord will say unto me *

" pliins of Moab, on the cast side of the  lowing the way: of Balaam ... who

loved the wages' of uﬂngh!eonsuess"
A1 Per. 2:15).

Ju§= wnlcs, “Woe unto them! fm :

-coulg have been DEVIL pussessed, 5o
_that it was @ctually Satan himself in
possession of the human Balaam,
working i in and through him. WouLp
SaTaN CONsULT GOD ABOUT DOING
THiS? The answer comes shap and
clear!
- Satan himself*would consull Gud
precisely as Balaam did, under such
urwmslan»c’;! Biblical “scholars™
and commentators have assumed Ba-
laam had been a true prophet. of Gud
_ originally, This is nol rue.
The. answer is found ia the msl
two chspte?s of the book af - Job.
Satan himself is here pictured i incon-
{Cammued on page 29)
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- order.

_ people every year than all the. sick@sses and accidents |
K - in the world? It is the deadly pozson ofgasszp | S

. By Dibar Apadrtian.

] . he Bible reveals that Why did Evc add the last part oflhal : mistakes. The carnal ming llkes to be
1 Satan the devil is the = sebtence? Where did she hear it?God  exalted. It will distort facts or -twist
accuser of_the brethren dl;ic;'l ;forb!d ll'ecr to touch lfhc tree. He | sxatergcms 10 preserve its own pre-
. 12:10). told the couple not (o eat of it : suined integrity. .
(Rev, 12 - Yes. byt if EVe's mind. twisting Do you realize that oflcn during
. But-how does he accuse us? BY "God’s order was necessary 1o gxpress . conversations, you only<hear what
sprcadmg rumors and ‘causing - her feelings 1owérd what she believed - * you wamt 10 hear, and not necessarily
gossip. to be unfair. Can you imagine? God  what was said? Likewise, when you
Satan introduced gossib into the  wouldn't even aliow them lo touch - repeat. what you want o bear, you
world shortly after the creation of -the fruit of the tree! Satan had present lheinformglionin such a way
Adam and Eve,. when he spread  already influenced her mind and she that you end up appearing. mnocenmf )
rumors about God. Satap 10ld Adam  began to shade what God ‘had said. any errors.
and Eve that God lied to them. He She obviously: also ‘thought the But God commands ““Thou ﬂhﬂ(
made them suspect God's loving con- - penaity God intpused wus too severe.  not bear false’ witness %gamsl m,. L
cern and wonderful plan for ali man-  The clear statement, "Thou shalt  neighbour (Ex. 20: 16)
kind to inherit etérnal life.- . surely die.” became. in her words.
God 1old -the man, after puuing “lest ye die,”
hsm in the Garden of Eden: “Of Quaic wsibly, the mureiw
every tree of the garden thou, ma\es! reasoncd TR her own mind, the
freely cat: But of the tree of the more she believed she was
knowledge of good and evil, thou  right. She became con-
shalt not.eat of it: for in the day thal  vinced that she was teli™
thou eatest ahereﬂf thou shalt sun:i -cing’ the f¢ruth. The
die” (Gen 516-17). ‘ . woman now kneu tht

wm grasp
¢ depth
) _nf ﬂhls

Satan put doubts. in-the first couple’s  @njust. ‘
minds. He made them question why ~ Just think: i yeu rep@.ﬂ

. God hat forfpdden them to eat of the  something cndugh mes; Y . 7147
L tree of the knowledge of good and  you end up belicving of © S
© eyil; Hilmmede them feel that God was And 1w ihis case, thats just ¥
: : iflg -from them sumething that  what Satan wanted Bve 16 do
* wasgood for them. ¢ believe God was-umust, 50 he could
Notice how Eve answered Satan © seduce her. Adum and Loe disobeved |
‘ {who appeared to her inthve formofa  God by tuking of the Nruitefhe tree of

serpent), when she repeated (u)d s knmlcdgz uf gwd and e il

X Eve told the serpent; “We pay cat  Why gossip? :
wmw—7~9$ the fruit-of- ehem%&hegayéeﬁ —%Wmn&mwm SEERS TS T
‘ . But of the froit of the tree whichisin - own wayits own Jggrandzzemew' LH
the midst of the garden, God hath ‘aams 1 be right. Seli-justifica- -

said, Ye shall not eat of it, meither  tion is one way to achieve that

shall ye touch is, lest ye die” (Gen.  goal. Ascusa(mzi is another.

© 3:2-3). , Both hclp to shicld our own

2
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commandment? Bearing false wit-
ness against someone, not only
+involve lying, but alsognusmg. 80s-
sxpmg and spreading rumorsa

should never take pagt ip any of thele -
activities. You— t_acouse .
others, whether it be to defend your—
self, to cover your mistakes or merely
to ‘make yoursclf look good “in- thie
eyes of others. in other vords; the
Ninth Commandment forbids lies,
. " -accusation, gossip and spreading
— RS rumors. That’s what bcanng false
T witness is!.

) As atsiie Chrlshan you are 1o love
i .. your neighbor as youtself (Mart.
1 22:39). But how can you love your
ncxghbor if you accuse him or gossip
H « about him? How can you love him it
5 i you have a part in breakmg up his

v

] lose his friends?
! Satan wants wu t0 bear false wit-

..+ 7 ness. He would like to cause division

L, M,” . B

would like to destroy your home, and
- "he would do anything o dlvnde or
" destroy the Church.
’ When you gossip. you bear falsc
‘witness against. your nenghbor but -
-'God says, “Thou shalt not bear false®

witness . Thou shalt love thy
neighbour a 1h\>eil (Rom 13 9)

.. Stop and ' aﬂg
yourself:

‘How

“If you are ‘truly a Christian, you

‘myself when | repeat this?”
family’or his home or in makmg him

_between you and your brethren. He

: accusmg you,

, for-gossip is death.

- aboui "him’

much of what you hear is true? And
how much of what you say — or
répeat — is true? We all tend to
repeat what we hear — or believe it

--—_‘,w‘ithout ever checking the facts:
- We take for granted what we hear or

“read. . B

) But gossip is never the ermre truth..-
lt ‘might be part of the truth, or a:

. -sfraded truth, or a truth out of con-

. text, but it is never the whole truth.

There is no such-thing as “half-

truth.” A lie is a lie, whether whnc, _' .

.black or shaded

Here i€'a simple rule to remcmber
Before .you say or repeat -anything.
about your neighbor, be sure you
have. all ‘the facts (and by definition
the facts will be true). Fhenask your-
self, “Am 1 loving my néighbor as
If: not,
you arc breaking God's command-
ment.

Someumea you can be uninten-
tn(_)pa_il)! guilty ofg})mp You may not

think you are doing any harm,, but-

gossip ‘always harms. Whether you

justify yourself by distarting the faéls

or -accuse. someone because he- is
g_oasnp is alway»
destructive. , Ultimately. the penalty

The goiden caif - ‘
- Consider what  happened wheh

. Moses, ?ho was tatking with God,

-~ delayed his return from the moun-

tain. The Israclites were concerned -
—r&bul especially about -

lhemsehes ‘hat would they do if
“something had happcned o

: Moges? Who would . Icad them? -
1 s How would lhe\ survive in lhc\ .

S

which lhou‘broughtest Sut of the land

“of Egypt."have corrupted themselves:

They have turned aside quickly out of
the way which' I commanded them'’
(verses 7-8).-

Moses, returmng hurriedly, saw
what was taking place and was horri-
fied. He could not believe his eyes. |

“What did this people unto thee, that
’thou hast brought so great a sin upon
“them?”

Aaron was in charge of the people
in Moses™ absence. He was therefore
"responsible for their conduct and
behavior. 'He -could have — and ’
shofild have — stopped the making of

. the golden calf. But he was afraid of

the people!

Did Aaron readxly admit his g,mll"
Did he easily accept his share of”
responsibility — or did he juswfy
Jhimself?

He told Moses: “Lct not thc angcr

. of my lord wax hot: thou knowest the ~

people. that they areset on mischief.
. For they said unto mg, Make us gods,
Wthh shail go bcfmc us: for as for™
" this Moses, the man that bﬁought us

. up out-of (e land of Egypi, we wot

nat what is become of him™ (vcrscs
122-23). e v

Notice how ;Aaron ;usuﬁcd him-
self. He thought his task impossub!c
since he was dca!mg with a rebellious,
stiff-necked people whose minds
were set on evil. How cou Id anyone
reason with such a pcvple"

'So what did -Aaron do? He let

them act as they pleased! And how
did he o’xpl:u'n the calf? Well, it just
came into existence’ b:v itself, aceord-
_ing fo him!

Jinstructed Moses,

. mldcmess’

they began to doubt God's lave -
+ for them ;and decided 1o go Jlex

L ‘3 other gods. They told Asvon,

“Up. make, us gods, which shall

j go.bef_oxe us; for.as for this. .
: ‘ ~Moses, the man that bmughl )

“us up out of the land of Egypt,
‘wE wol not wh..u is becomc of
- him” (Ex. 32:1).

the al hty God-who, mth tremen-.
dous miracles, brought them ‘out of

" the land of Egypt. Thcy forgot His

immg promuses.
“Go. get -thee. down,
*“for . ‘lh)

£ God
corle,

They had ro f.mh In lhesr fcar -

The lsmglncs bulll @ goiden @]f" g
and |

+- scribing’ evcm\%' is not much different |

- Aaron told - ’\doscs

- let"them break it off. So they gave it
-mie: then { cast it into the fire, and
- there camie out this calf™ {verse 24).

* Simple, isn'tit? Al you Have todo -

Moses demanded of his
"brothcr Aaron (verse 21).

"And I said ~ -
_ inio them, Whaseever hath any go!d

.

to produce a golden call is %o gather . -

‘Al the gold you can find and cast it -

into a ‘fire — and out mll comg a

golden-calfl

Slrangc ds it may sound, ﬂ is with,
reasoning like this that the human %
mmiumm Justify itself It puls thes
blame an others, rather than
ackriowfedge its ewn share of guit or
respongibility. Aaror's. way of de-.

" from the way We would describe hap-

3 by ARcRaer Jort




' A chances are, picture ourselves as
y L O blan‘ieless in a parallel situation.
' ‘\Gonip about Jesus
. : " Was Christ a drunkard? Of course

. ® . not. But His persecutors claimed He
o was. They spread rumors about
: © Him.

A\qually people saw wrong . in
whatever Christ did. When'He drank
s : " wine, He became a drunkard in their

e 5 cyes. When He ate ‘with the publi-

: , cans, He was classified as being one
-~ . of them. Christ was accused no mat-
ter what He said or did. His enemies

-

Him. ‘
As Christ >a|d “For John [the
Baptist] came neithér “eating nor
. . drinking, and they say. He hath a
) " devil. The Son of man camé: eating
| and drinking. and they say, Behold a
* ‘ : - man glutlonou§ and a winebibber, a
; ‘ friend of publicans and sinpers™
B - (Mart. 11.18-19). .
o] s Strangely enough. many of the
. : people who accused Christ or spread
e rumors about, Him had never seen
el : * Him.They only believed What they
: F " Bad heard, and they had heard from
Hts encmies that Christ was a dmnk~
ard and a glutton.

Even though Christ never broke
God's commandments.. He was’
- accused of breaking every last one of
them. When He healed on the Sab-
bath, they said H¢ broke:the:Sabbath. |
When He stated that those who did
, His Father’s will, wese like members
of His own family, peopie said Christ.’
did not love Hus-mouhe?mmers of
sisters. People did not ®en believe

rather, they. called Him a bmard
one barn of !ormcauon
To His Talse accusers, _Chrm, &ud
“If God were vour Father, ye would
love me: for | pm\,e:ded forth and
* camie from God: sicither came | of
. sl but hie sent_me. Why do ve
. not - understand “my apcéch‘ even
bccausc ye cannot bf:d! my word,
o . - “Ye are of your. fgther the devily
S B - and‘!hc lusgs of your Father” ve will do,
E s ‘He was'a mérderer from the begin-
e ning,-and, ..pbndt
. becayse thiere is no cgum in {fim. -
: - ] “When he speakethia Spc ke spcakem
PR b =~ of his swn; for he is & liar, and. the
S T father of it (Yokn 8:42-44). =
o “. "+ - Indeed, Christ’s persecutors were!
- nab%e 1o umﬂersimd Christ. Thes

L - .o . . ‘\. -
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constantly spfqad rumors about

- have kept ny faying. they wiil keep

. filled. much as 3twas 31 the davs of

L Chiistowas-bornof the Holy Spirit; = = - -

©rymoss about Christ’s sesdr reclion.

nug i the: tmth**wwmngww T
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had for thelr father the éevnl who is'a
liar. They believed the lies and not
the truth. As one old saying goes, if
‘you do not want people to believe
%ou, just tell them the truth! -
But there is no excuse for us in
God’s Church to behave like those
who do not have God's Spirit. We:
must always tell the lrul!‘g. We must
" mever say anything that could hurt or -
harm “bur neighbors, never %ossip,'
never spread rumors.
It is hard 10 believe, but people
“even accused Christ of being pos-
sessed by a demon (verse 48)! o
Today the world stili hates Christ,”
because it does not understand His
teachings. People still spread faise
rumors about Him, His \eachmgs and
the message Hc bro»ugh! from His
Father.
I ve were of xhc world,” Christ
told -Hisdisciples. "the' world would
- love his own. but because ye are not.of .
the world, but [ have chasenVaus out of -
the world. therefore the world mteth
vou. Remember the word that | <aid
unto you. The servant is aot greater
than his lord. IF they have persecuséd
me, they wﬂuis@pemgww vou; if they |

that thit deceiver said, while he Was
yet alive, After three days I will rise’
again. Command therefere that the
_ sepulchre be made sure until Jhe
third day. lest his disgiples come b’\
night, and.steal him away, ang say
unto the people, He is risen frgfh the.
dead: so the last error shall Bf worse
than the first” (Matt. 27:63-64).

How curious! WNot ‘only did -they
not believe Christ, but they also sus-
pected everyone else. They wanted
definite action and assurance from
the governor. . .
. Pilate, as usual,, found.a way "to
. shun_his respensibilities. He wirned:
the ‘matter over to them and told
them to do whatever they considersd -
necessary. ““So they went, and made
the scpulchrc sure. sealing the stant,

. “and setting a'watch™ {verse 667.

What h;ppened !h:n ‘Christ rese
from the dead. tust as He had proph-
_esied. The guards were powerless to
“stop the Lord's ange} from rolling
back the stone and opening the docr.
When they returned to the city and
told the chief priests what fad, faken’

- place, the chief priests adhised iiw

ggﬂ&ms to-deny ihc events md
..spn’:‘;d new rumors. i
T "When the chief \siests and the -
Pharisees “were asserybled with the
ders, und had takes@ooumnel, ‘they
gave Targe money uile the sgidiess. )
Saving Say.ve: His désgip'x'm canre by - .
nighy, and stele hien away while we’
siepl"md i this come 10 1Be gaves-
nor's gars, we will persuade him; and -
“secureoyou’ (Matt. 28012:14),

~Thus was this mmplcu: hcmom

f.jbnum}n perpefated (verse 19 -
“Those m“mmﬂfﬂ”"mopm o

\ .

Syours aiso” U ohn 13:19-20). L.
Today 1his prophecy s being ful-

the earh ‘Church ™ Not onlv-unbeliev-
~egs. But also those who once cailed
themselses beucw:rs are mow. perse-
cuting the Church. .
L ;smn;mssbit Bul that offences
will come’ ut woe unio i, theough
“whom they tomé?” {Luke 1711 We ¢
had bem:t head this ‘dﬂ;ﬂﬁ warning.

e s

Rumms aboul’ Christ’s

tien 8 N - .at nothing. They adopted every despr
resurrection b cable means 1o cause divisiun among .
E:nermes even :prwgﬂ !65 md + the brethren: afd o' vidp the prmh- 3

mation of the Gospel. Samn was their -
© «ghiefl wumelu One -way. of the ‘
mhcr they et him.lead them.

‘The same is true todas . Saan still
ﬁ%ms to-diride the Church and’ stap -
¢ . proclamation of e Guaspel
« Thase whe persecute the Church arg

. On severa! occasions, Christ fore: -
told that He weuid be persecuted,
arrested and crucified. but that He
-would rise again'after three diyvs and
three nights. Did- His persecytors
~ believe Him? Nogl sght sHe

biysphemed God. every-  once ‘agam led and mﬁuenced by g
-~ thihg in their 1 to prove Him  him. A :
- , DR
Aftér Christ’s death “the chief - ?‘m‘ﬂ' your heart . -
- priests and Pharisees wenihto Pilate 1o emember, gfsslps mca cauSc

" ask hih 1o Prevent, by every pussible
means, the fulﬁ!ﬂmem\ of - Ch-nsa 5

may be sei?-juquhcamn jcaloumy’
- spirit of vengesdnce or simplv \:mny ’

pmph&.\ - - But whatever the cause, gossip is sin,
The\ told hirk: “Sir, we remembex B (lemued on page ! Y.
(R Goomrﬁmpmary voaz
s N M
. - : . ) b
o S "




arid c\ ents are abom

endo = o thirh aclic tifé of t
ui-mm m»m- *hm CH’:? befpre -

ik

- the Work of this Philadelphia era of " -
- God's Church will be finished. \’Hml
-, if it happened today?

.. Can you- say that. A4gu have dome
vouy part to spread the good. news of

o ogal . the Kingdom of Ged? Have yeu

S %t}’iﬁﬁh}d@‘@r—‘ﬁ tm%dmg to-a-— ~grown WY grave @nd” knowledge and

‘righicous character 1o the extent lhax,
vou will be able s stand in the day of .
(hL;l ES mx.m \n Fou dmheé mn

Cwork?

‘feast of rhe Lamb with the re:l af Hns :
Chareh (Rev! 19’ -8)7 - :
\\ hen this "zmc of \mrld crisis
erup&s it will beMdo late 10 pub‘ash
the Gespel, and our. lime to pattic-
ipate will be over. If we are- not !
“Tready, wie “WHI st ‘be given protec-
tion, but wil] be plungcd intw the
holocaust ttself. '\ow 13 lh**‘umc 10 ]

Mro \rmﬂmng iu\ said thy
Kity ﬂ”‘\.\ Mo
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spurt of this end-time Work God has
given us to do. Are ycu racing duwn
" the homestretch? .

The gea! lies just zhead. s
“almost in sight. This is not the titne o
let down “1o grow. w
Jdeing, to decide that thefe is.time to
spare. It is our time of testing. It is
cur time 10 be judged t0-see what we
will €o with our calling. and whether’
we wi¥l finish the race to make our-

§

iy of well- |

. selves ready for lk‘g_@"‘dn"dgc supper .

of the Lamb (1 Pet. 3:17).

Our spititual marathon

]

<
?

vy

it

1

. [ . . .
Our situation may we]l be likened

17 toa marathon acress terrain ‘unfamil-

iar 1o the 'uﬂrers We must stay on
the  arecourse — Over a tortuous

track nlled wiih stumbling blocks,,

pitfalls and botiomiess chasms — and
. we must run to the finish. Do you
. have the- wurage and delcrmm.suon
to- win? ", .

Mv son John om:e ran such .arace
agamsx 73 Glher contestants. The
running course’ was most grueling,

i over paved streets and concrete steps, -
+ pp apd dowm the steepest hills in Loe»

: could not bepd eheugh 16" match the

s

Angc{es Calif.. ~
As-the ruoners took off on that
mtarathon,-some- started out quickly.

- gaining the kad, and others fell back’

as the pack s caﬁ out.

¥eenager. paced’ him-.
sell ay he had trainéd to do and found
- bimsel at the very last place in the
pack Besides the oldcr more mature

| runners up -ahéad. there was another.’

N

!cenager John-had often run against .

and who' always beat him. Thmgs did

{

Up and dcv.r. m;e afier milg, J'e
race went on. T

Finally. 2 quarter of a mile fromy
the finish line, John came, tired and
exhausted, within sight of the last
great hill. The sock on his left foot
was’ now soggy with blood oozimg
frors where the blisters had formed-
and burst. One of his toenails kad
been orn off. -

But now he was out in front of ali the
other runners. A crowd lined both
sides of the street, cheering as b went ’
up the hill. But all be could think about
was the pain, and that there was very
ltatle stirefgih left in his body. '

He tried-i0 mspord 10 the crowd’s
cheers by speedmg Tp. but it seemed
he'simply cculd not. Wishing that ke

-could quit running and walk, wishing

more than anything else thas he could |
)usﬁ stop. he forced himse!f onward.

“Behind him he could hear foorsteps -

dramng closer. He krew his No. 1
opponent was com'ng ‘up from
behind. Iohn was giving it all he
could. but the finish line was stil} 200
vards up the hill. And then ke slaned

\ommng — dry heaves

*-Surely he had every righi 10 quit.
Surely his body had just iaken alt it
could take. His opponent ‘was just
behind him now. The pam was -
intense. He -had a!mosl no energy
left. The finish. ime was sn'l! a.

‘hundred yards away - .
Then. amidst the ¢f amor ‘from the -

S°delmcs he' heard a-familiar voiee,

t of his cider brother, shouimg
loud and clear: “He's gomg 1o pas.s
you! Run!”

e Jook too good!

_~As the race went on, Some runners
bcgan‘w fall back, and many gave up
" and quit. Those wh® paced them-'

Ly selves moré wis¢ly began to move up

John passed one, then twe or

4 stowly.
i !s;k)fe{ “but the bng’kkxwas stretched

“cut far in front of hini.

. The route wa® difficuit” and
demandmg Along tfle way some of
1he hills were so steep that his ankles

Going - dowuhﬁj was ju 1 as’. b;sd
His toes were jammed ddwn against

the front of his shoes. .causing blisters
to form. The mmascles in the front of

his legs 'rembled under the strain.

Summonthg. hs,s w ounoé éf
strength, John sprinted for allhe was -
worth. and with, that final bulst of

‘_ energy. he, cmsscd the finish” Jine
~ahead of his opponent, He bad aon'

: Araco for lite o .

' disqualified.”

>

RIS

This temperary exisience s draw-

hY
ing to an end fer each .of us. Our
time skortens: with every

ailotted
passing day.

As Paul wrate in ‘1 Corinthians .

- 9:24-27 (Revised Stanliard Version):

“Do you nct know that in a race all-

‘the runners compeie, but only one
receives the prize? So run 1hat you
ray obtain it. "Every-athlete exercises
self-control in 2l things. They doit 1o
weeeive a perishable wreath, but we
@ imperishable.” Well, I do not run
aimliessly., 1do 0t box zs oné beating
tke dir: but | pommel 'n) body and
- subdue 11, fest ...

- You and I entered this race for life

{:myself should be

when God granted us repentance, we -

were baptized and God ampregnated
us with ﬂzc Hely Spirit. -
God is judging each of us,.taking

special roic of what. we are doing -

with thid great gift. He i is pulling for

us, cheering us’on, and He will help -

us if we follow His instructions with

_our hearts on the goal. But we must

race to theé. fihish. ~
Our calling is part of God's .grc'm

plan of creating children in His own.
~ Family — beings who have minds of

their own and who mil hawe perfect,
ngmwus G!Jamcles’ who. mii ook,
act and think hke God :

Ag Mr. Armsmmg has e#pimncﬂ .

God can create afl kipds of living

'bemgs, in all kinds of shapes and

composition - and - with’ amazing

- ¥nowledge and ability, but He-cannot

create them with- perl‘ect ‘rightecus’

power of fhind and choicebefore that

- kind-'of char&ﬂex can be created in

them. They ‘must of wheir own free

- will choose to bchawc like God.

Godly charagier i the abn&lu o

- choose the right way, as defined in

We, 100. are runnmg a matatbsn -

— 3 race for life. far more abundant
life than we have ever known. Are

- you runming for the Bnish as though

- your life dépends on it?

n runner is walling to
: e does to win a perishable
prize,

ow can ve not be willing to -

exeﬂ he effort and endure the harg- .

caused by running out of step
\mh uu»- world. in order 10 attain the

-prize of our great ca.llmg?

"God's faw, and 16 follow that way,
even against pressures to do other-
wise. Those who have perfect godly
characier will cheose the “right thing
at the right time, and »iYl resist the
amng e\er) time, That is the kind of $

iy 15 ﬂus hol\ nghlcous ehmclcr
that God is creating in His children.
These separately created beings wifl
live with God and will kelp continue

"« God’s creative work throughout the

universe. They will have grear power

» Y-

_.character. They must first. have. .

Legrzon

. r»mr.n_,~ nage _.rru_:mbn'; 1t rgnt ‘,mgm [ M,_;me—.w Naytircyse
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-
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pmlly jlowor l!llt Giod will never

gntrust, sifel powor 10 oy who has

ot domonntrated thit he will nlwuyu
mw it 1iphlly

How dubs Tod build thiy ulmrmlm‘

in un! Pt o st repont ol doing

"ty our way Diestend ‘ol Gid's way,
Then, at the laying dn of humln ol
God's miidstors aftor hun&lmn. wo
" rocolve llm Haly Spirit, which

3

mmlllw us o comprohgnd the things |
o] Hodi Thonsas we pursig. God's

nv‘t ‘i live by every word of G, '

thus, wllowiny, Clidst to live Ty lite’
within- us (Gial., 2:20) wo bepin o
grow in the character of God, . ™

AN we u(mlinuu 1o pursue God's -
“purposoe, suprdinating o will wnd
seckiug s will, we continite to prow
I prace nid i the. kuuw,le«lm' of how
Gl doen thinps. A e continue to

- e the Holy Splelt Ypodly chinencger
¢+ Keow, AL Dl ting we are nourishied

b the hmly of the Chureh thmuuh
"Jpnu.( hrist

Paul illustvates low Christ- duui
, Uil “Chivisi alwo loved the church,
umlguwhh alf foor it; Vleint b iyl
wieUly und Tlowse it with the wash.
- ingg of 'witer’ by the wond, ‘That he'.
mip;hl prosent iy o himselt o gldrious

uhmvh. not having spot, or wrinkl,

or uif$ such thing; but that it shoald

be oy and, wilhuul hleminh" (1, «

"2‘6 .. L

Thq,gngauumcnt period s
W:, ure hwmbum of Goll's glurmus

Al

( hirch it wis have God's Spirit with-" [’

“in ud and are belng prqmrml o
Bridc for hor husband, W wre in tlIL
engapoment’ poriod, so ' to speuk.
Since one dgoy unl HINTY o BT
, oty the ungugsmum Is o thme when .

Hetting to kiiow o anotlior, 1t is un

_oxgiting titie when twe mke plans ',

“for* the Puturg, 16 is u tirie’ whon the

“Bildu-to-be mukux humull ruidy ti’ ‘

lwl'gu it envirommont: ind her ol

" wiy ol-ife W begin I;vinugax fiew way .

MH her. Busband, ‘
e yol petiing o, know Juesus,
-l rist? Do you spend unnugh tinte in

‘ ,pmybr ond Bible stud$ withi Hin und

the” Father? " Are you uxnitcd about,

plunnmg & latdre together,! runnmg
the-ruceof <o amd--in_hord-

Jcaus Christ?  -" o %
Arc yuua.onuluntly devcluplng holm

i

* houes-mu-days—ar e-Spent—topether;— :

eXerciyes o L work, pluy, lwnily togeths
ornens, ulmppmg ovory ﬂhnullun
that wrises? Or o you leave Gorl T the
ulutet, wuyigr o quick prayer bome

’ - “;1 V- e - . - K it T
v nuhhzmméud{mr.uuinglim phyuivnl y the cm\t{nqm ‘we Im(l ‘when we - |

tropping uiiiasleop wt night Mid only.

ottmionully studylog your Rible? Are
you duhm yaur owy thing while your
~ullutted time rung uul'f .

Whuru Is your Mhnrl,'i‘v " ,
I our honrty wre: rculh{ i Gud's
Work wo will by pruyig it reul con-
corn for wll party OF i, Gl rewibrd
hemvttolt prayees. with. wnwwors, und
thoy du nuch gomd, wiw those prayers

Ho ' plso knows whethor we wo in the'

el iu} etevnal Hw ot not, Our tithey
und nllmmgu are apother important
Wity wo can sorve, and they prave

“wheyi nm hont i3, So does our ser- -

vive wind hosplialisy in hm lmul Co
gmm\rimg;
Wo Imvt)hcm ulvvn lhc appor !unl

Ay o be dmong the Hikttruits o

redolve cleriinl dife, Time i rumuuu

/ml o e imnportnt NG ial nuh%mu ‘

llmt Gl B lvén uy tygdo, .
Ihm mmu;u. i Mi Anmlmgp

¥

sturted the ruce, It Wy bron - long

il layipg down step ulter step, |

Our attontion gots pilled away tmm
- winning und becohiey vontereit on our
pmm; our economic. s, oue puor
heglth, our mkly problomw,

o ofton ‘geNsopged down in eml!
lmimcd burdons thit rob whe of |hc

tinio to do those thingdl thit, will ‘win
the ruge. Wo' ureglighting o lindng

buttle unlcqu wo glout todo the tlllngu iE
that count towerd winning, Some |

. Ahings e be put ol - ofhors cun-
not, Satun wants 4 trick uwinto put:
ﬁnu ofl the WO thingy,

"My non run’ ap und down hills toi
cight wmilos ugainnt grewt opposition:’
Youand I alvo have 1o run o course
aptdust opponitipn -
' one jo ll()llﬂ of our winglijg beuiuse i€

g (&ts hiw Tos, Suidji iv crafty, e

“puty obaticles in olr ¢ rse und dlgu

piln for us.to fall it

We. hid-liepter kee uur oyex un

our Lender ikl on the ol aheud, o

| v aijveiniry wtll Iu' uy imu u
g e

¢

SQInpesition from

il ,

f

.

" husexpladned, Is
8w withess 10 e whole warld; -

. Neey to reyew our enthusium for lho
Waork, priy more carnestly for it wid
wnt\'ibule whukwer WO curt {0 pup- -
purl' i ,

1n short, we eed to gcl i gt riin” \ "

lho ruce, und 'wy.need 1o ran to win.
of us]

r\m mny hifve:

uul thu (iuspul um

blcvmd whh grem upmrtumt

re plunged into this ruce fur lifo, l.'h

- prize I8 well worth oiir. gruutcst ul!urg
- und muny pF us have come indung 3 way-

~dowii’ the courae. "Lho, gonl is almunl
in sighl. B A
Run! Else Sutun*Will gtin on,

ou!

*+'The linish line iv justithoud. A Voiyp]

h

. Wlﬁfﬁi—fun K erying Trom ihe -idetines, “Hes |
i dowi sume ol our,
,untercu}f, We nmy huvo Iosl wome uf

going to pass you!" an In the timo
* to sptintl . e -




1 h(' apu.vth \I’zm'l wmla tlml (md ¥
pc'uplc should be “stedfast, unmovable:
{1 Cor, 45:58) "iluw “an we- deve Inp

this quah} vofy r’d/usmc. w?

! [
, ’ l!v Vn o Hmo! . | B
.

e ., o
Ty vm!m lc) the luuw nl ot i e wlhale arier of Cionl,
ane ient I‘Clwpnln o thudhey n}w!n Ui able to withofand
) :

sonthwest Fean iy struch . Whhe evibday, g dime -i“ b
h\’ Phe sipeht nl i \ vmrfm sty lr mud“ (Fph. 1 F4).
14 R.stope Bonrunatity for s we, ol me

Pi”-lh» ’ e ummrmwlqum stin. Ciend, this
COP I gyl eollgwms i, Architect gb the, ilverss ol il m
Dapius the Girear d]!mlmm ar - His Watd Imvx. Wer can um.ula \hﬂ
milience lall, onky these 1§ bgve "“‘ o the o y
N tiny and urdived thmuyll Thh *“”M wmld . o
Awasnl ahalt unllvum.a al ravag.. o vhis eond 1 el
IISQ t it Hlll. stedbaniyi s ]
i
um de eFl wiinly, urmg sund. ‘/m sty Wity -
O et is it e nally i llm .

7
‘n!rm "ot i, prople ape geehay |
!I!H,ii ‘mm!uw-uu ' o) Th. an gy

-

-

Moty .uul uluiu {nmlcn lmm
varions uumulm' e
Wluv il W dew phibrs remain
" stamding, "'“l‘ g’"k‘” lell” Nis vty B VPR T ple Inf Bl npes gt |
s ‘"';'w"*“’%’ Lven 3 ,b""' ‘ mlummw !lmnﬂd h .mm!ué m Tl

e Riteur catild, oty venture. U.\“ o
mh‘a Rpesy. ' ‘lm!mr nyfrlecivus YV, e o *hwm N-wi . ,uu‘{
wmfiln,cluu\ i, Chance a phynHI “m“{m}, Handshig g vk
‘l.m wid xt*qwmhh" e © duate athouge A 2 NTMTRITEN TT "
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\’umm ’imq‘s!f Gesfle panesad  Eovued
HM\ gepromedt b guoblom wdving ¢
CUhTe -mh.aﬁq varek o ot B8 00 th’l
Fimm?m e t&t?&h&(@;}iht Behye
bt aperns ok Vheshaffounad thens.

1 lsuy psmm souths adupt |P¢
* g et b ' "Ehm gl.m\ i always

suge nwlm s!rm,;rsds they “hga! . *

lh‘lemuh diveree® #
T Yel God aleuliy waniy ztc:&s\uc ol

ue b wiick Bt our, whates er taale. we
fuce, Panl uhmvr!nhcd “Mrethren, let
every man, wherein he iy valled,,
therem wbide wuh (‘wd“ Kt (ur
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* erby 10:4 chimey in: “He becomelh
pour that deuleth with a slack hand:
but the hand of mc dlligem maketh
rch” . .

“It's ¢osy. to run uwny from tough.
coinpetition; unl‘rucndly colleugues ¢
‘und dlllu.ul! ussigaments, But onhly -
mustering the chullengps builds sted- -

" fust charagtey like God's. \

Auid il stedhibtness of charcter is

v hurd to develop in this,world,. sted-
" fustness of belief in just i hued o
conle by, '

" Yes, -bmug burn into thiy wavering
workl mukey it hard for Whe uveroge
person 1o bélieve God with the kind
‘of simple, - unwavering fuith Jeus
wants us to huve, Why?

Think of the fending lignres we
encounter in this ‘worid, ‘These can
inclgde teachers, the boss ut the
llice, the policenuin on_the corner
\imd politiciyns. ‘Our experiences in

- the, world, with “these fifures of-
wuthority subtly inflaence concepis of
Gl the Futher in heuven.

Obxerving junny, though- et afl,
politjedl Tigures shakpd our. confi-
dence. As Winston ??
commented, “A politigian needs the
ubility to rurcu:ll what will huppvn
tumurrow, nekt week und next ycuﬂ*
he also needs the dbility to ldters
explain why none of it happened.”

lrugnuully.‘lhiv disillusionm¥nt
With socioty's leading figures ull%@

woften uifcc:z:‘:g; sediness to believe:

(Jrﬁli This 47 whY someg plllurs of
w Church topple und”ull o
"They simply’ forget that ““God iy
not 4 M, that he should lig” (Num. .
23:19). They aren't able to trust in +
Jesus™ profmise:- 1 wills build my

prevail ugumsl it” (Mutt 16:18).
Our'rolliblo God e

cet

*° promis
sel, confirmed it by ‘an quth: -

: eimreh—anhmtcwI hbthannotf’khrcal tedcan—dertain
+ - “dtrong consolution in,their knuwl»

ﬂhl)W‘l us in !lu; Word that Uc hus u

- grent plan in mind for munkind.

JHis transcéndent purPose is 0 |
teproduce Himself through humani-
ty. You und 1 are to become full -
members of God's vwn divine Faymi-
.y, (If you haven't nirgady dong s, be -
-sure-t0 order.and, résg our free book-
let‘ Why Were You HBorn?, right

©away.)

God's plan is the foundutwn of .
(hnslmn utedluumcsu Therefore -

v God goes'to gréut lenglhn to convingo

those llc_l.nlln that He, und not bling
coincidence, iy working lhmgu out -
here below,

Notice the puinstuking
took with Abraham: “For
made promise to- Abraham .

‘zurc God
she

blessing | will-biéss thee, und multis

- plying 1 will inultiply théc" (lgcb

6:15.14). ’,
God knew that.uien, dmtruﬂtful "

they aré, ofton demund additi nal
“security” 'regurding promises

ugreements: “Fob men verily swcu‘r

by the Hreater: - and an outh for confir- -

urchill wryly - mation is to Lhcm an end gf 8ll strife”

(verse 16).

80, because God | reulized even
Abrihum might at first figd it hard to,’
believe Him, God ruuuuurad him:
“Whercin God, willing more abun.
_dantly] to shew unto: the “heirs. of .

\}hc imiutubility of his coun- !

i
'

hen God  beyond €

‘ (‘h

dwuun of sinners ugainst hnmsclf

lcst Je be wearicd und faint in your

mm ' (Heb. 12:1-3). '
Our Father in hesven gives us thc

. I‘E(—t)fd of His own Son's cueruuutmg

“trials, Yallowing us to. compare our
own aulfcrmgs with Christ's.

'When we do, our problcnm seem
far Jexs intenye, Sickness, job worries

- und 'inflation dwindle in significance.

B,emumim‘g stedfust no fonger seems '
80 impossible. We comprehend that

- we,"hav not yet resisted unto blood,
striving diiinst sin” (verse 4). .

~Giod gllows.us to identify with His .
own Son. Yet this oppertunity to -
identify with Jesus cxtends far
rely recognizing that Ilc,

. like us, has sulfered. Indeed, Jesus is'

. swhre by himsclf, Suying, Surelyv wur exumple in life's every fucet: “For

even hercunto were ye'cullod: becyuse
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us

& un expinple, that ye should [follow: his

atepu“ (I Pet: 221). .
- Are we consciously, overy duy, try- .

., mg to live uy Josus Christ did? Do wo

" study the biblicul uccounts of His lifo.
to see how Ho rgacted Yo viirious chude
lenges? Do we modgl our behuvior
upon His? Our ublh to refunin sted-
fust dependsion domg 8O, )
““As ye - have' therefore rcccwcd
Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in .
m: Rooted und,built up in him, and .-
smbhshcd in the fuith; us ye huve
bcr.:n thught" (Colbz ﬁ-’l), . ‘

T hul . i+ we might have o strong consy ' Selze "" hope

solutlon, who have fled for refuge to
lay hold upon the hupﬁ et belore us"
(versey l7 18). .

Chrllt our. example . .

' .« b

“edge of God's. pluh. Yut God goces

;even further (o help us,'in His ardont. -

Fortunately lur us, | olr God knows  *'desire for us 0] endure to the end.' He

K iffecult it iy for us to remain
at‘e. fust imcharacter and belicf.«
‘Christ came to this edrth gs'a

‘ humu and knows we'd collapue if'left
to-ourselves. He was “in ull. points

‘tempted like uy we ure, yekwnthout
sin” (Heb. 4:15). )
Clyrist undcrxlands our humun ton-

‘bluéprinted us “splrllunl :emrorcc»
ment program” tg shore us ‘
God works m.cording 10’ p an God

€ven sent His only begotten Son, to
show uy that it Y possible 19 Tomain |

. sledlast tg the ead: .

“Lyef,us run wnh pamm.c [ perse- .
veram.e] the ruce that is set before

" us, Logking unto Jesus the duthor
and finisher of our fuith; who for . (prumlt“ (Heb,10:35-36).
the, joy ‘that’ :

.

o bcgmnmg of vur cunfidence stediast
; hﬁh}i

away thercfor your_ confidénce,
‘which hath gfeat recompence of

" Ancther way (n& helps us relﬁ,mn
. stedfust is by puimmg us cogstuntly
toward our goal® “For we ure. made
partukers. of . Christ, if. we hold the

God realizexthut rewards can posi-
tively. lm\ tivate human beings. That’s
why He ‘alwyya reminds us of the.,
glorious future shead for thyse who
Ferngin stedfust in the fuith *Cist not

reward.. For yc have need of patience
[endurum.cl. that, after ye have done

 the will 4Gud, ye niight receive the

od™is, saying, in’

w -

A

-

S‘hnme, and is set down at the right
m}d of the throne of God. For ¢on-
suiér..him that cmlur such’ contra-

“J ey —,15" .ﬂ

10 o

as sef before him'
hé—cqﬁ'_u 5, despising the

your” eyu on (he goal.

hard it is for you to stick iWKBt und

wur(h n"' o
. L ', PO

el "Keer"

;iow how' I

* remain stedfast to: lhc end But s, .

TN
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Wlx.uf is lhn mdu[;,\sable caka
T
Pt Pives us tie anywer in | Co-

',chun) *Now. we have received ot .

e the spirit of the world, but the Spiril
- which & from God, thut we “pight -

‘undcrstund the: gnt‘u bsslmd on us

$- 21254 Wa&b&undmi—

- "God hath glvcn to thgm lhal obey
him" (Acts 5:32). .
The l!uly Spirij is alw ‘the. key o
ﬁm‘%sfoliﬁﬁ

ability to'believe Gd - fuith)— is a
gift of the Spirit, according to Paul
(Gul. 5:32), The 8
: p@ycr.xlhal mumucccss 10" our-

which thou hast, that no map tnkc thy"
- crown. Him that overcometh will 1. [ | ,
it allows us, i ’

Are wé willing 10 do vut part and

v pnucnlly strivedor’ Slcdfnsmcss" '
; Luok: what Jcsus prunnses “Bc-'_*\

%’ ,’ o . ‘_, , k)

"‘ e B B N H‘ v R - N ] ¥ R .

de L ¢ - . : ' . S

N s ' ‘ ’ “ s : L L
s - \ Lo N L, ,‘ ,
' o . : g . . ) L P
" it . " . v T u. v L
w o0 \ = h D ! ’/ \
S g . ' k - »

, ' P o MFor yct,u fittle Whllb, and hc lhat (;od lsptmual mun ‘i ulher !hut ﬁ vital Jo lwmg Imlh
o " shull coine will_come, - md mll nut“. doc¥not rcwwer cifts.of the Spirit "~ “We- .. huve access by one Spig |1
W . tirry” (verse . Ceof God. I‘nr*thcy_.lrc folly to him, and' it lhc Futher” (E ph 2:18)., t;,ﬁ.
_— nn In uddition, God: nwtlvulw us- ;by . he is not_able to pgderstutid them This’ u,cas‘lu God is umdluunul
PR giving us, His “called-oit - people; 4 . because lhcy urc. bplrlluully dis- Jhuugb_‘iyhe Spirit will keep the door

J 4 n , xp«.ulm Job to do: “Go ye into ull lhc t,crm,d " ~open only il we seek God's, gmdunw‘
v’ ‘ world, und prcuoh tho goupel to every "Yes, God u:rtmnly wants to help  duily inyfervent qmycrm)uplcd wnh
SRR creutire” (Mark '16:15). «. vy e stedfust. He Ruye num the cer-'  intensile Bible study. . -

L . w™The Church of God is commis-, tainty of His promises, the examplo : v 1

, o sioncd by God Almighty to procluim ~ of" His owp Songind now we sec He = A piilar In the temple A

S ‘ “to-the world a sulgmn wurning about . gives to thusg called . Hi®own souree bccmg God' l:mum!lcw w:llmw

T ' whcre the world's sins are taking it, - of power: the Huly Spirit! - ness tehelp s muke it, we ciin ugrcc

. R and to announce the' guml wews o The Holy Spirit helps us not unly with Piiwl when he excluimed, “If
Gud's wmmu Kiogdom in prepatu-  to understand God!s truth, but als _ God be furus, who can be ugiingt -
. tiorrtor the réturn of Jesus Christ. . develop su.dl.lsmus of «wharacter. © us?y (Rom. 8:31). Yeu cugh, clement - |

O Jesus. “w sufe that the job will get  How? Charavter involves the ability ul Gid's aswistiunce presupposes oir

' . donc -« * sdré enough. to prophesy, . Jo distinguish right from wrong, ‘wnd’ own wetlve ptrticipation, (.-!-k
Do i i~ . “Andthix guspel ol the kingdom shall " to chuose the right. We must, for exumple, umsmnllv 0

. L be preached in all the worlkd for o . Where dues’ the “ubility tn-mdg«: ' wlu«ly God'y gl s F revealed in thc.
L J( ‘ | witnesy unty all ngtions; and then bclwccnnghl wnd wrony come Tngim? " Bible! We oG emulate Chpist's’
-\Z LT | shall the end comie™ (Muart. 24:14). The prophet Mich ANEWER, “'l‘{.\éu example, pot |um udmireit. God'y
‘ ey o e !‘very Church rhember has a vijal full of jpower by the smm of e’ plomiises to us refain: inspiring nnly
L | p!ri m carrymy out this preat com- Lord, and of Judgment” (Mie, 3:8) -through yregular, intcasive” Bible
. ( Iy P mission. Gud givey us the, chunte 0. ¢ However, God will give Hiy Spirit - study. Gul's Spirit- will shore us up
. R dpport 1hs Work ‘through our  of discornmént dhly to those. who  *only if we fervently, duily sk God 1o,
|- b fprayers, tithes undd. ollerings and our - have . truly repknted. Geglly repen- - renew thay Spiritwithin s, "
" : example uf dum.ncg service within - tance invalves the devision To uncon.” Ged “waints: to ereate charaeter;,
T our church congregatioms, - ditiondily aecept Gond's deluutions of L within us as srcdl.hg ws Hlis own. He'
Y . Do we uudcm.nui the: .Mcmmc ¥ tight ahd wmny!,huﬂulul Gl will contione te lu.lp us, do s oy llv
' i1 y mpurlumc Wl this Work? o T R : _ Al
. ' praver’ lives und free time wevolve o e 4
: , uround, it Do we tegjly put our.
O . “ - hearts intg i Qgr ability Yo be hed:
E Tusd to the'end dtpcndi Igrgely on thq ' ) Voo
: . e PREES E 4 R A 7 s __
\ . . | unxwers to these qummm. . v i o Rl oty .
. K "Undd!ﬂlnd the gifts” = . I " -
. L ‘ . Upato this wm! we. haven't dis. : y ;
c .- cused (hes m\m anportunt wasdCiod - P N N R
- /. . Jhtlpi uy renn: slcdl.m Vet without | o b
ok thin help, nothink ‘ele we have dis N o “ : K
) - cum.d vonld really make up stedlus, 7 W g ! i
o ‘40 (. -phu as only ' s mught Toalivhaess, .
L PR T L Christy exumple. \?A‘m")xzcm UMK . .
S i yeurs uwaty in th lm und incompros ) A, B
R o s ~ hensible ay mm? ‘md s ‘rewards of . >
S . -eternat life ayd serving in the King
R e N : - dom . wauld, not . molivate. us. Nor | C ' S .y |
) R ? ] S would God's present Work on cm law, Onlv thxm: whu Imvt set» thur _is “the-Miiher of lights, with whom 15[ ]’
s b “euthrall us to the point of dev wills 10 ubidg. by God's _dumllluns . M varjubleness, neither ghadow of .
! . ‘seivive, . will receive oly Spirit, ‘which - turning®gJus. 1:17). e

"“make o pillar in the lemplc of my
od" (Rev 3 A2 a9 -

IS iy amc o
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| How It

clLrpw pr
T.broudeast over Rudio Lour-
engo Murﬂuw in the then Por. .

‘Developed -

| The Work of God in this

l’hih\dclphm oru was_ intro-
| duced into southery Alrica in
1954 when th Warld T umur,»
began to be

-big This broadenst contin-’
wed- until 1972, while the
wailing list, of - The Plain
Truth. inereased and readers
uwmmndcd with llm'nllnw
in Great Britain, =+
vangelint Goruld. Watér-
cunducted the first
service in’ Jdianies.
burg. Suth Alfriis, on Muruh
18, 1963, with 43 pedple
uttendipg A few weoks: lutep
42 1ok the Passover, and the
following *your Mr. Wites-
house ‘estublished ‘the Johan-
hesburg Offite.

lug{cuc Blony of Mozam-

members in*southern Africa
 became. Tirmly grounded in
the ductrines of God' huroh
and the- pfopheucs of
Kingdom.

By 1967 Pluin Truth sub-
~setibers numbered 9,000, with |

'

‘| 'more than BOO readers uﬂung

the. Bibie (urrcspundcnce'

(.uum:’ Most newrﬁbunbcu

Through those, ‘eurly yéurs’

lc’ur\'cd dbout The Plaln
Truth through fidvertisements
‘in the fnmﬂy mugazine
sonality.

" In 1969, Robert Fahey wus
tranaferred from Australia to

handle the - rcspoumb?lucs of

the bouthern Africa office and

Church . RS
Beglnning in 1971 the
ortd Tomorrow. television

program was broadtast fyeeon;

the Bovernment lelz.v:smu §1ig
tion in Rhudce.m thow Zim-

babwe). l.uur ycu;s tater the

Warld Tomorroy ud'u |xo-

gmm‘ begun lo be bmudcu
weekly, freo, tby. the guvu‘
aent-owaed  Rhode¥iun,
Bmudh.ustinu Corporation, .

* By 1975the Plain Truth
mailiug lis) Wus up to ?p 000
subscribory. Some of LN\
growth. was becuuse of re
sponses fror u fiewsstand pro- ©

South Alricer -
In"July, 1978, after ‘Mr.
Iuh::y wi trunsferred o, Pas-
adeny, Roy McCunhy wus
‘sent ':m the Dutch Oﬂicc 1o

l’asmr (reneral Hcrbur(/W’
b Armstrong’s three trips to .
Southern Africa have been-
highlights of God's Work here
in ru.ml years. .

- Armstrong wa first
‘nrc from May 26 lo_ June
~22, 1976, and-spoke t3” both

| the Lle South Alfrican Presic

-dent Nico Diedgrichs und |
South Alrican Pritne Minis--

gfhnyyut butlety throughout -

) ‘ T

soutlmnn Africd, Sevonteen
. churches (1,349 thembers)
und J1 Bible studies ure now’
w southtrn Afrie. The Plain-
Truth mbiling list stands ut |

copies - appedring on news-,
stunds euch” month, ‘lwomy-
“two employees; of which 15
\ are ordained’ ninistgrs, serve
ir God's ‘Work hefe: three
local church eldars usu&sl The
World Tonorrow continuds”
tg .be broadeugt on| the
" medivm-wave and . shortwuve

serve’ s rr.glunul dxmlur m,,‘ bunds frum Radio swunlund

85,500, with 40,000 uddltlomxl |

~
— -
-

s Vlsn:s o~

l'ht, pastor gem.rul we-

during his travels. He gave
dive Plain Truth lectures, five
lectures to protmpenl servjee

.clubs and u number of press,
radio «and . television inter-
views. . «

Ker, 1976, wab ¢ut short when
Mr. Armstrong sprained his

ceived widg press cuvcrugc’

The sccond visit, in Novein.- -

7] mcl svvcral
s o

. Mr A!mamzna ln g?umd by Chiet K.gln:r Marnitanzima ol mv Tranakul at a w?q
. Mr.

| ment.. . IR

.: er Jahn Vosster. He also met
| Chicl Kaizer Manlanzima of -

| the, Transkei und_a number of

. Suuih Alrican’ cabinet’ :;mfa- i

ters '.mg’ ni:mbcr; of “Ptlis-

ing'of Plain Truth readers:in

- ubriving.

ankle after yddressing aineet-”

Robert Puhey cdntinued
. .' lhr. planned cengag man‘

Port Elizabeth four diys nﬂer ;

i‘.-
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- request baptisny. -

which included meetings with
government officials i) 1eso-
tho, the president and prime
minister of Rhodesia (now
Zimbabwe) and lectures o

Y serviee clubs.

Mr. Armstrong made hi\
third visit -during March,
1977, Alddrt,\z.n\g, the buulh—
West African- Constitutional

keran Parliament,
He also Lonlun,d “with
King Sobhuza 1} of bw,.mlan}i
“and a number of South Afn-
can leaders in government and
mdu\lry

Regwnai )
Director

Roy McCarthy returned
with his wife to South Africa
w 1978 1o become: regignal *
director for God's Work in

southern Africa. He suc-
ceeded Robert Fahey, now
Mr. Armstrong’s cxccuuvu
assistant.

Both Dr. McCarthy and hlb
wife, the former Tine Visser,
graduated {roth the University
of Cape Town While Dr.

cine, his wife 1o be was
studying for a degrec in lan-
guages. ) .
The McCarthys® first con-
tact with God's Work was
through- listening to ]H’n,

Roy McCarthy

World Tomorrow program on
Radio Lourengo - Marques. -
Two years of studying and
checking into the Bible led |
Dr. McCarthy .to-give is
medical practice in 1966 d

Thed, - in Seplembcr\ 196‘7;‘

Conference and the Tr.m\.«’::'

McChrthy Was siudying fpedi-" {

Mr Almatrong conterded with King bobhum 1 of Swhxtand in 1977, dwm(} one
bf threa trips Mr Armstrong made o southorn Africa -Mr. Armatrong's trips
havo beon the hghights ol the Wark n southorn Africa in rocent yoars

Wood, Engla‘nd‘ 10 dttend
AmbasSador Colkege. (All {our

| of the McCarthys' children lat-

er graduatedéfrom Ambassa-
dor) Pr. McCarthy sérved in
«the office of student body presi-
‘dont during tho last of his theée
-years at Ambassador.

 rected the’Dutch arm of God's
‘Work and sapervised the Mail
Processing. Department in
Britain. - For Tour ygars Dr.
| McCarthy commy
" his home n !:ngl mi to the

God's Wur-‘( in southern

increasds.

-During "1981 m.ql\mcmhc
,was. up fearly 40 percént in
both South Africa and Zime
babwe.. Some 187,000 Iu:crs

,‘«wclc rm.ewed ‘and, literature

sent out ‘from the Johanncs-.
‘burg office’ mm:&f 315000
pieces. -

mailing list has grown 64 per-

paign and to a steady flow of
gram. Some 26,600 new Plain

to the list through-40 advertise-
ments, 21 in newspapers and 19
in family.and news magazines.
Together lhese - publications
had a cirgylation of. about four
‘million.

The Good News is sent to
miore than 3,800 people,

. _}mok“é, than 18,000.(21 percent

fs?ubscribcrs) ‘have - started -
" the “Biblé Correspondcncc

Mlq -graduation "he di-

from.

Africa is cnjuymg subsluntldl .

4n two years lhc Plam Trith .

1] cent to 85.000. This is largely
¥ d‘qc {0 a L9BO advertising cam-

responses to the newsstand pro- -

- Truth réaders have béen added'

" tributed ain all.

Netherlands every week to
conduct Church services.

Cin 1974, he and -his wyfe.
moved to Holland to oversee
the trapslation and “distribu
tion of De Echte Waarhc'id
(the Dutch Plain Truth),
well as handie-all .ldvcrusmg
and “dorrespbndence. He -also
pastored,iwo churches.

Dr; and Mrs, Mucarthy arc
happy to be bagk in their

]

home country and enjoy serv- -

ing in this arca of God's
‘Work.

Growth in Southern Afrléa

whuh quoud extensively
from Pastor General Herbert
W, Armalrong s 1979 address
1 a group of ambassadors in
Tokyo, Japan, brought excit-,
ing results.. :

" Placed in.the Sunday Times
(cirgblation 480,000) in Ay--
gust, 1979, it -drew 973
responses !uﬂr hundréd nine-
ty-seven (51 pcrwnl) renewed

their subsulplmns ‘after ro-
cclving rcnqwul lottat, and
. afier one year ohe was a mem- |

“ber,

16 were C6~workcrs. 36
were donors.* and 258 were -

studying the Bxblc Correspon-

dlcm,c Course.
out sou(h::rn Afnica distrib-
uted 420,000 magazines in -
1981, 19.000 peoplc .were
added to the Plain: Tru:h
mailing list from th;s mclhod
of promotion. & =
In- 1980, for the frst umc

" for this part of the world,

more than ohe millién Plain
‘Truths were prinied and dis-

<orderly way of hite, although

in 1981 “the .

imbaby
Zimbabwe,
Mauritius
: ®

and Zambia

' The Johannesburg, South
Africa, Office oversees the
Church in Zimbabhwe and
handles “the printing of The.
Plain Truth, (17.500 copics)
for ¢hat conntry. One full-
time mihister. Ron Stoddugt,
and a locyl- church cld
George Ffthymuh! serve.

211 brethren in lu\nb.-bwes
twochurches and two outlying
, Bible studies. Most of the |
 members live in ot ncar the
Jwo main towns, Salisbury dnd
Bulawayo.

After several ycdrs of Eivil

strife and bush' war,-the counr
try 15 settling. down 10-a more

Ron Stoddart,.

the friction. bétweén tribal
groups is far from removed.

The, Johannesburg Office
~also administefs God's Work
in the island nation of Mau
ritius and in Zambia. Thirty- |
threc members live in Maurj- |,
tius, and 24 live in Zmbna
" Plain Truth: cwculatmn in"

Maumius 1. 1,900 and i

: Zambia'is 1,100. .
During 1980 and,

duct (he Feast of Taber-
nacies. - In 1981, 63 people
attended, with Sydney Hull’
‘from the  Bloeffontein.
church officiating.

The 1981 Feast of Taber-
nacles was also observed on
[ thel deblan Zimbabwean
border ncar Vigtoria Falls: For
thé  first tim “all’ bethren
from these fwo countries

1981 |
ministers from South Africa | .
Newsspand. outlets ﬂlrough aptraveled 1o Mauritius to con-

the McCarthys and: their four 1 Coyrsé, - ‘number  increased  to |'could meet logether; atten-
1 children moved-to Bricket, One carliér advcmsemcm 1,285,000. dance wad 378. O .
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nu \\indwcp! mountain -
Jin western Nevadu,
more than ¥,000 feet
ahove sea level, stunds ddorest

of hittle trees + the bristlecone
.pines. _/)

They aren’t much to look at
Jusl eroded stumps with one or,
two clumpx of green pine needles
to show that there is still a spark
of life 1n them. Compared to the
giant redwoods, the greal se-
quotas, the cedars of Lebanon and
most other trees. the bristlccone
pines dre insignificant indeed.

But these trees have one claim to
lame  They are the oldest llving
thmp on earth. i .
1« Incredible as 1t may seem, some of
the trees in the bristlecone pine forest
are more than 4.000 years old: No.
# that 1s not a misprint - four thou-
sand Vears old The oldest, known as
T Methuselah, may have started its life
vabout 4,600 years ago. :

\r\hgn Christ walked the earth,
these trees had already lived two mil- .
lenmia kven as Noah's®ark was set-
thag on the mountains of Ararat, the
|| scedy of the bristlegones. werk per-

haps bcgmnmg to.sprout And they
hawe kept growing ever since.
ft' hasn’t been-an casy hfe. These
© mountdins are wot the most hospit-
able place on earth But, incredibly,
the bristlecone pines have stayed
alve Not only alive, but attively,
productively and uscfully alive. And.
in that, there is a lesson for every
- member of God's Church.

“A tree that grows"

. A favorite hymn in the Worldwide '
" Ciwreh of God bymnal 1s Psdlm 1.
“*Blessed and happy isthé man ...~
The third verse, you semembgr. guus

“He, shall be a tree that grows,
p!.mud by the river's side. which in
season yields is fruit, green its leaves,,
abide 7 .

The psalmust, David, saw an analo-
gy bcmun 4a blessed and . happy
marj, s and a tree “To fully underséand ¢
- that analogy. you need tg know some-

1- thing -sbout: trees; how lhc) hvmnd' o

what thiey, do So please bear with the

“for a short boldn:, lesson. -

“Four 'magn’ parts, make up(d trec

- . 1 .
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- the

- abenehicial effect, not only to the tree,.
" -but on 1ts entire environment. ~

rdm:;, trunk, branches and
leaves

Tht. roots anchor the 'rcc in lhc
soil and gather essential mimerals a
water from the soil so the tree muy
make the food it needs 1o live. .

The trunk carries the moisture and
minerals from the roots through the
branchés to the leaves and then car-
ries food. in the for fsugurs‘ back
1o the roots.

The branchics hdve just one pur-
pose: 1o make séire the leaves can
reach the hght. They will twist and
turn 1n all direcitons so that their
icaves can sce the sun.

By a chemiCal reaction known as
photasynthesis, the leaves transform
the 1norganic minerals fromthe soil
into organic compounds that féed the
_tree. And, of course, trees produce, in
season, the frums and nuts by which

. they reproduce themselves.

But a tree does noi live just for isell.
Every function of a tree’s existence has

For instance, the roots mot only
anchor the tree in the. ground, they

" anchor, the soil itself, holding it in

place against erosion. .

Then, of course, the trynk and
branches provide timber for building,
and firewood for fuel.

W¢ have already seen. that a trcc
produces food through its leaves and

fruit. In one sense, all -physical life

“depends on this process, since ani-

mals and man’ cannot -produce food -

from inorganic material as plants-

can.
The leaves havc anolher vital func-
tion. They manufacture oxygen, thus

helping—to+keep- the. atmosphere
breathabie. Animals and Jman, as Jou
‘know, breathie in oxygen’and breathe .

out carbon dioxide. So, without trees

and ;other "green plants, thé air we'

breathe would soon be stale and
unable to-support life. 4
A tree does this as long as it lives.
-If it ever stops giving out, it dies.
“ Still with me? Then perhaps you
are begmmng lo sec why a “‘blessed
and happy man” {or woman} is like a
tree planted by the fiver's side.
-Not onty does. such a person jive a

: simng healthy life, but he does not
- live it just for himself. Every aspect

of his life is beneficial to others. His

-

- work, his play.
his prayers and
all his.activities
benefit .other
people.

Like . the
tree, such a
person  does
not just exist
"~ his  life

brings success,
happiness and
comfort to all
those dround
him. He is indeed like a tree planted
by a river, with an abundant supply
of ater und good, rich soil. He has

resources and . uses those resources.

In Season he ¢ “yields his fruit,” and
offers benefit.
Not so tonunato? . .

- Ol
-— a beautiful analogy for these. who
are called in the prime of life with a
good education, a mate in the

Church, healthy children, a good;

income and a nice home for enier-
taining. But many of us whom (od
has called are old., alene, poor, snck
lacking in. education, tcrippled, i

‘prison or living in poor . coumncs

and barcly able to scmkch out a

living.”

- Such bﬁlh{e’n *might feel they
aren’t exactly ‘like "a’tree planted by
the river's side.” They are more like a
tree pjdmcd -3 well on a. banen
mountaintop, for instance:

Which brings us back to the bris-

tlecone pine. These patriarchs of the
plant world have had to fight to main-
't&ln their hold on“life. :

— Their roots: have hagl 1o slriggle

“for the sparse nutriénts of the moun- ,

tain soil. Their trunks and branches’

have had to withstand the ravages of
thousands of winter storms and bliz-

zatds. They are torn, twisted and bat- -
tered. Many of them have hardly any -

life left:

" You'd think they.were dead, until
you look clgsely. Then you'li find one
branch with a few pine, needles con-

nected to the roots by a narrow strip
- of living tissue:

Bat the point is lhal whxlc khg
tree is alive, it does what. a tree
should do, and gives whit a tree
should givd. The few leaves that

. Al b
it Sl

some will say, “‘that’s fige .

“only converted

remaln
Guce iife-giv
yng oxygen.
I'ne few seeds
that are pro-
deced are of
the same quali-
ty as thdse that
come from
trees thousands
of years young-
er.
Even though
- the tree may be
oid living in harsh circumstances and
crippled beyond recognition, 1t 1s not
useless. It still produces good fruit.
The quaritity might not be the same
as a tree “'planted by the nver’s side,”
but the quality is the same.

pro-

You are useful

Here, then, is a lesson for the
Christian who might {eel he or she
hashl much to gw«: :

Such a- person, ‘might bc old and
infirm, living in the most wretched

poverty or confined by disease or ill- .

ness 0 a wheelchair. This article is
probably being read by brethren who

are separated from other® Church |

members.by great distances -~ ‘the
rson in a nation of
millions, perhaps. Or maybe widows
without transport, resources or
‘héalth. Or 2 member whom God has’
“callgd while that person.is serving a
long prison sentepce.

Such members might sometimes’

feel useless. But there is no such thing
as a ustless member. of the Body of
‘Christ, any more than there is such a
thing as a useless tree. A tree, however
“humble, cart serve as long as it is alive.
~ And s ‘membher of God's Church, in

whom the Spirit of God resides, can

always help the Work.

Pastor Generaj Herbert W. Arm-
strong once toid a group of Ambassa-
dor Coliege faculty members. “G
does not call people as a favor, but

. because He has something for them -

todo 1 wrote it down.in my Rible
because | wanted to remembcr n 1
‘think you will, too.

. Your circumstances do not cut you

oﬂ"'fmm being uscful Christ knows -

our. cnrcumsmncgs and puts us to
.work in the Body of “Christ as il -
 (Continued on page 25}

T
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raged home-team
fans.
- “Tugn around, Tom' Go the
othed ‘way!” bellowed the dumb-
' founded basketball coach.

But Tom didn't stop or turn
arcund. Instead. in a bewildered state
of euphoria. Tom hurriedly dribbled
the basketball across the half-court
line to the free-thfow line, then past
the free-throw line to™the three-sec-

into thg basket to make a perfect goal
— Jforsthe other team!

Yes, remarkable as it seemed,
Tom, onc of the best basketball

fused becaus¢ of the intense excite-

filled the gymnasium ‘during this

important game. For ome bricf

moment Tom became disoriented and

" actually scored a goal — two points
— for the opposite side.

Tom’'s face-melt into horror as he real-
~-ized the basket went on the scazcbégrd
for the competition.
Buf the real pity is noy; that Tom
scored two points for ‘the opposing

66 N top! Stop! STOP!”
screamed the out-

ond fane and finally laid the ball up

-players on the team, had become con- _ :

ment and screaming bedlam that
I was there. | saw the proud look D

team that'day. After all, that event,

By Bernie Schnippert -

was a school basketball game that
. occurred 15 years-ago. No, the real .
pity .is that this story is relived over °
- ‘and over by some’ people in God's,
- Church. It is relived because some

people, in their spiritual lives, profess - :

" to make-the Kingdom of God their

all-gncompassing goal when in reality
lhey do not. In reality, they are scor-
.ing points I'or the other.side.” .

couldn t hgppon to you?

Be carefyl. Don't let yéursclf
believe that yoi could nol be ane of
these ‘people. After all, Tom did ro:
intentionally scorc that basket for the
dpposing side.

No, the frenzy of the packed gym,

the distractions of the shouting
* cheerleaders, the popcorn vendors
- and the pounding of tennis shoes on
_the fioor all served to distract and
‘confuse him. He belicved he was
- going in the right direction when he,
was not. ‘'Yau, too, could believe you
“on track”™ and actually be gomg

‘the wrong way.
If some of us lhmk it couldn’t hap-
" pen to us, perhaps we have forgotten”

. the parable of the rich man m ‘Mat-
thew 19. ‘
" This young man profedsed a will- -

ingness to do any “good- thing™ that

. would lead 10 eternal life (verse 16).

.. But when Christ told him he should .

“go and sell that thou hast, and give 2

to the poor.” the rich man became’

“dishearténed and “went away sorrow-

- ful” (verses 21-22)° His response .
©_bejrayed his true priorjtjes. Although -
" he professed t6 want the Kingdom of -
God, he was still secking the riches
and mammon of thid life first. - -

Yes, it is possible to convirice your--
self that  you are seeking first the
Kingdom of God when indeed you!
are not. And you had better know for

.sure. Christ said, “He that loveth
father or mother more than me.is not -
worthy of me: and he' that Toveth son
or daughter more thar me is not wor-
thy of me” (Matl. 16:37).
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In cther words, he who has ancther

person or ancther geal before theaeal
of the Kingdom of God 15 not worthy
of Christ and will rot be in [God’s
Kingdem.

* But how can you know for sure?

How can you know whether you only
believe you are heading toward the
Kingdom of God while in reality you,
like Tom, are “scoring points for the
o.her side™?

Look tor the synwtoms

by locking, to 'see 1If vou display the

Thx:\wu is that you can know -

symptoMs of going after the wrong’

goal.

And make no mistake, there are
_symptoms. Even Tom, in that basket-
bail game, had symptoms or indica-

tors that he was heading the wrong'.
dxrccuon The crowd was screaming
W ihe coach- -was going wild and
cammates were running aftér .

'_ and desperalel) attcmpung\to

Hc Thowd have. realized something

was wrong. He could certainly have .
+ renlized his mistake had he hesitated .
Jjust a moment. if he had stopped just
long enough 16 collect his thoughts =

and reconfirm-that he was heading
- the right way, he would have known
- ‘better before it was too late: .

Unfortunately, we. like Tom, tend © -
to be the last to know that we are
" going in the wrong directiom. But it’s- .

"not-too late to take stock of your.:

direction if you only will. See if the -

follomng symptoms apply to yob:

e Sympiom. You are worried lha!

people will find out whal you re “re-.
~ably-like."

2 conscious of ovemdmg fear of
- peopie “finding out.’

.you cover ‘malives,
actiops zhaa do not conform to God s
waj

Such a rehgmus veneer usuaily

takes the form of trying 1o look and

sound ‘righteous — in other words,

being with the nghl people at the .

nght places ‘or using the proper reli-

gious- soundmg phrases or buzzwords

«Pharisee. cleanse

" then you are -
- probably- trying to hide thmgs that
| .show you aré not living up to God's.
~standards.  You, afe’constmctmg asy

" veneer. for. people to see or hear whilg . progress

-attitudes or .

' . : ‘

— but not teally being the pro?per,

pefsen. Stch a state of mind is mere
hypocrisy. o

If1his scunds hike vou, you could
be in the same category as the scribes
and Pharisces whom Chtist up-

~ braided. “Woe unto y6u, scribes and ,
Pharisess. hyptgrites! for ye make - ~

clean the outside of the cup and of the
platter. but within they are full of
extortion and cx'?(ss Thou blind ~

st that which' is
within the cup and platter. that the.
outside of them may be clcan also™
(Matt. 23:25-26). .

One particularly, insidious form of
this, hypocrisy occu;s when the
affected party/Aoesn’t know he is 2
#hypocrite! He. truly believes that
external appearances are the totality

“of Chri;tianity He doesn’t even see

‘inside to his-s s. .
- This type'pf pcrdon may even su@
“cerely beliey is tfying to seek the
“Kingdom of God\first. What he really.

~wants, however,' is ‘thé adulation of *
- men who thirk he is nghleous This.

type of person. howevér sincere. is
" not +seeking God's\ Kingdom first..

Rather he'is looking first for thg rec- #

ognition-of otfier people. .

o Symptom: Ypu are not overcom-
_ing your faults or growmg spmmal'
Ay

‘A person’ truly moving toward
God’s true goal for man should be .

growmg more and more as he pre--

" gresses. [t ‘should be obvious to him
- and to others that he is getiing closer
“to that goai Since the path o, God's

Kingdom' is developmg hfb]y ngh~-
. Téous character, we.can kftow if we're
f'—*-wxm the rpad by }oakmg for spmtuai
Of course, all’ of us hide our lrue' )
- selves to some extent: Butif you havci e

.progress.”

returned to 1hc promised tand : aﬂer
‘the captivity .’ .

. Commigsioned 1o rcbuﬂd ‘God’s
Temp!é‘i‘pey did not make good’

nstead. they worked on

* their own homes and built for them-
~selves while they ouiwardly ex-
‘.'prcsscd spiritual intentions of wtsha

: mg to'do God's Work.

‘Therefore, God said to the prophet v

Haggai, “Thus speaketh the Lord of
hosts. saying, This. people say. The
time is not come, the time that the

_Lord’s house should be built [in other

. If you are not growng dosel‘ to the 7
. goal. then you are. like the Jews Who

words. they had excuses]. Ther cafne
the word of the Lord, by Haggai the
-prophet. sayigg, Is 1t time for you, O
ve. to dwell {n your ceiled houses, end

it waste? Now therefore

this hou}‘c ]
" thussaith the Lord of hosts; Consider

your ways” (Hag. 1:2-5).

How about you? Are you helping
to build God's spiritual. Temple? Is
the working of God's Holy Spirit
mote and more evident in your life?

Iénot, you are not giving the goal
of spiritual growth top priority in
your life. If you're not’ gclting closer -

" to God it is because you 're not work-

"ing on it.

’ Pursumg the physvcal

® S}mplom Your mind is usually_
on physical :hmgs : o .
If-your mind is constamly ﬁlled ’

with thoughts of ‘work or worries” |

aboul food, shclter clothmg or luxu:.
ries; then yeur goals are no different

~from those of the uriconverted worJd_

“around. you.

" “Therefore takc no thoughl §aymg i
. What shall we eat? or, Whal shall wg | . .- -
drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be-| -

“clothed? (For after ali these. things do
. the Geniies seek:) for your heavenly -
Father knoweth that ye hate need of all

. dom of God™ (Matt. 6:31-33). - .

these things. Butseck ye first-the ku\ '
’ 'What'your m{nd is on'.can

be 2

goa] 1f yqur mind is mostly on phys— 1

ical lhmgs, 1hen perhaps 1hcy aré |-
your goal.. "
Maybe: your dre makmg ‘God 5

-Kingdom the most :mportam “thing in | )
“your. life. -But maybe you are. not. 4 .
. Maybe the most important thmg in.-

" your.dife is earning a living, buymg 8 .
- new car or a ncw housc or ﬁndmg a.

" mate, :
L E so; réad- Chnsts analogy in
" which He likens ‘the ngdom of

heaven to a “treasure hid in a field;

- the which when a man hathdound, he .
hideth. and for joy thereof gocth and
selleth all that he hath, and buyelﬁ
that fieid"™ (Matt. 13:44).

Is God's Kingdom so important in
your life’'that all other goals are sec-
ondary to it? Would you sell all that
you had (if the time Came when you

| - The GODD NEWS  January 1982
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" Kingdom? . N

~ .
sbould) in ordu‘ to Stck first the

Readvon in verses 45 and 46,
“Again. the kingdom of heaven'is like
unto a2 merchant man. seeking goodly
pearls: Who. when he had f{ound one
pearl of great price, went' and/soid all
that he had, and bought it.” i

Are you like the man who feund the
peagl_of great price? Is the pearl of
God's Kingdom the most i rtant.
thing in.your life? Are you lreg:ng it,
so? If not, then God's Kingdom is not
truly your greatest goal, You' ma»Mbc
going in the wrong direction.

Those of 'us in thé stands who

mcredulousl\ watched Tom. the bas-
ketball. pla\er mcrmoncd earier,- .
~gouldn’t hclp but ask a similar ques- .
“What'is Tom thkmg abouﬁ

- wé wondered®

" And with good reason. Hxs mmd

" séemied 1o be somewlere else Lhan on-
“ihe game. Even 15 years- la{er those -
-+ .| of us who sit around and tell the story -
| of Torn and his beskefBall fiasco stifl

tlon

wonder whether he was thmkmg

- about his girl friend or how his uni-

form fit when'.he-_sh(_)qld have. been
paying attention to the game. Ddn’t

let this happen to.you.

» Symptom: You spena' most of

suits. .
What: you do wuh your. time tells
exacﬂy what you afe domg with your

1 life. for time is life. Do you spend
- |--time praying, studying, fasting. sgrv-_
.} -ing? Or do.you spend time foolishly

wandering after ‘material pursuits 10

~

g
in the Kingdom, bat .
Wme elsew r‘ore" Exdn»

ing o “major'i

. pumng »21\:?
ine yourset to be sure.

e Symptom. Your ph;%zral goals. v

are incompatible with xour spiritual

~ goals. Do -

Even lhough the ngaom snould
be our No. 1 goal, we should also
have secondary, physical goals if we
are to truly accomplish things in this .
life. But if yoyr physical goals con-

“flict with your spiritual goals, you

" will forsake the onc for the other!

-

You simply cannot go both divections

‘agonce.” - .

For . f*xamplc hi would be pretty’
«difficult for a person who says he

- embraces the idealy of God's ngv

dom and wishes 10 love his brother as’

- Christ taught 1o be a profcss;ona] solx
dier.

An& a buS)nchm&n who rulh]essly

explons his cmployees or manipulates <

of cons his prospects is denymg by
his actions. that his real goalis the
Kingdom of God. He is just.plain
going in one direction while he pro- -
fesses that he is going in another..His

- behavior is inconsistent with his- ide-

‘vour spare time on ph;slcal pur- -

als. .

Such behavior was typified, by the
scribes and Pharisees of Christ's
time, for Christ said. “This people

~ draweth’ nigh unto me with ;their

the:neglect af your spiritual life? Or -

1 do you samply waste time? .
© “Just as’sonie people in this world are. :
forgver occupn:d with lcammg yet .

never learn .the truth. S0 are mmc
people forever occupned but not with

* 1 the things. that concern’ God 3 King-
-dom.

How can yOu-profess fo lovc the

* are headed off’ course, and. resol»e to -

things that be-of God if you never ~= -

ihmgs that will draw. you-
God? You could- be like the llege
student ‘who professes to be majormg
in French but spends all of his iime

| or iso rarely — jake the umew do
osc o

{Matt.

:Snei Gpd ] Kingdom AR

mouth, and honoureth me with their
lips: but their heart is far from me™
15:8).

If your physical .actions conﬁi&,t
with your spiritual ideals, thcn the
physical ‘inust be.mure xmponam to.
you than the ngdom

4,

Now lhdl you have" anal)zed 1hc
symptoms. what should you do'if you
find you are indeed . seekmg mc
wrong goal? -

First. admit ta »om:seif that vou

changé. Realsze ihat your lite is not
your own”and -that whatevér carnal
‘desires you may. have or wish to pur-
sue; you have nonetheless: been

" bought ‘with the blood of Christ..

on the ski slopes insicad. At the end . .

of his cochc career, e’ knows more-
.about skiing than abou& lhe courses -

for which he’ pmd
' How aboul you" Arc You pmfess~

.You are ot 'your'own person, :my

-more. it is not _your, dccmon to make :
about what dnrecimn 10 go wnh your P
. hfc
©. “For.”
1 Qorinth|an§ 6:20.

“as lhe apoatle Paul saxd n
“ye .are bought

" with a price: therefore g! o&‘cxod in
©your «bodv and in your spiry

which
are God's.” .

If the realization that you have
teen bought by the blood of Christis
rot eneugh to turn your goals around,
then realize further this: All other

- goals besides the Kingdom of God arg

merely lemporary anyway. The phys-
‘ical things — the material desitesand .
wants that l(:nd 1o draw us humans
like magnets — will dissolve with the
clemenis when thig world passes
“AWaEY.

. Takeé Christ’s advice 1o .La) not
up for youfselves treasures upon
carth, where moth and rust doth cor-
rupt. and whére thieves break
through and steal: But lay up for
yourselves treasutes 4n heaven™ by
secking the ngdom of. Ged (Mall
6: 19-20).

Be careful that you do not” lhmk
the physical cares of this life - are more

“

important than the 5pmtual “Take |

heed. and beware of covétousness; for:

~a man's life consisteth.not in the
abundance of the things which he
posscssclnh {(Luke 12:15).

And finally,. realize that %u wilf |

receive whatever physical lhmgs are
good far you in this life if you dé’%ck

- the Kingdom of God, first. This great

-truth, expressed by Chnsl ns impor-,
tant to remember.

“But se¢k ye first the kingdom of
God. and his. rightcousness: and all
these things [your physica] needs]
shall be added unto you (Mau
6:33).

- My old friend Tom the baskeiball
player today lives somewhere in_the
United States.- From time to time,

I'm sure he' must remember the day
he blindly scored a perfect lay-up and -

added two. poinis to the 'spposing
team’s score. 1 can imagine how he
feels ‘when” he . thinks about it I'm’
“certaiw that_he desoeralel) wishes he.

* could’ tuin back the clock. and 'this. .

~time hs(en to the.coach who hollcrcd
10 ‘him from the sndclme :
The game is not yct over for you

-.And the coach's. advice 10 Tomi 15

ye&rs ago is as good for us spiritually’
- if-we are not secking God's King-
dorg-first — as it’ was -for Tom then,

Seck the ngdom ﬁrst' oo

9

" The Goach s advice was this; “Sxop‘ 1
" Turn around! Go the other way'™

~
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- 'shows that man,
7 male

* tion under his feet.”

- Would . you explain John
«10:30? What did Christ mean
when He said He and His Father
.are one’ T

JesLs was revealing Lhal lherc is

one Godhead. or gné¢ God- Famxl)
who are of one mind and purpose: But -

that Family is now composed of mof

individuals, God the Fathér and Hxs'
-, -Son, Jesus Christ: ‘This is.clearly:
T sxa*ed inJehn 1:1: “In.the begmmng-

- was:the Word. and the Word" was,-’
with- God. and vhc Word was Ged.™
The “Word™ o

Spokesman
the One "who laler Became: .Besus'
Christ. (see verse. [4) S
Hebrews 1 also shows- concluswa‘
that- Christ was and’is now God:
“God . .. Hadth 1A “these, lasi Qays

spoken unto us by hjs $¢%, whom he.

hath appointed. heir-of all things. by

"whom also he made the worlds: Wh’t’)"" K
being the brightness of hjs glory. and™ -
- the express 1mage of. his person.. and:

upholdmg all things by the word of

his power. when he had by hxmsglf.

" purged -our sins; Sat-down;.om - the -

- right-hand of - the’ Majesty on'High™. »
(Heb
" “Let ail the angels ‘'of God -worship

1:1-3). God- says’ of Christ;

him™ (verse 6). Onl) a_member of

the God Famnly 1s worlhy of wor-
C shxp ) -

But- thé .God deah is nol llmllod

1o God: the Father and Jesus Christ:
“As many as réceived: him. 16 them -

- gave he powgr 16" become the sons of

Hebrews 2:7-8 -

God™ (John 1:12).

like Christ. "was

the ang 1s.” but .that he is to be
crowned “with glory and honout.”

Everything s to be put *
but “now we see
not:yet all things put under him”

because the resurrection to 1mm0rlal='

ity hasn’t occurred yet.

So-the Family of God will eventu- -

dlly be expanded to include all of
mankind who choose to follow God §
way. (h(1§lldns now are . . .

The GOOD NEWS  Jartyary 1882
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of Ged. arnd 1t doth not

was -

a while “a little lower than

‘in subjec-

the sons

i

vet appear
what we shall be: but we know that,
when he shall appear. we shall be like
him; fer we shall see him as he'is”

Here the Bible says p\e.ml\ that

“resurrected Christians are 10 be

-immortal fike Christ. When we are

(1 John 3:2). I Corinthians 15:53
Y adds. “For his .mortal must put -
on immortality.’ .

changed, our Fﬂonal bodies will:

wame spw!l bodies 1 like His (Phil.

3:20-2

.
} \yh‘o- was _lhé'_discipie “whom
Jesus ioved’ (John 13'21'25)?

* Som#’ da\s after JCSLS resur-.
" rection urom the dead. Petér engaged,

in an extended discéurse with the ris-
Cen Christ. Concluding the converse-:

“tion: Peter trned and saw rol'iomng
uzerrmhe dlscnpic whom Jesus loved.
~ who Had Jain close 19 his Breast at the
{xas! Passover) suzmer and.had said.
‘Lord; wkois it that is gomg 10 betray

Vou" “hcn Péter saw him_ he said to !

* “Jesus, “Lord. what about: this. man?

Jesu.s said-to him. Hivis my will that
.-he remain’ alnc] until lcomc what.
-is ‘that” m )ou" Follow me!™™ (John

L2 120-2 R:\nscd Sxandard Ver—
stan). :
Vcr:.e lhe'l rc\cah the ldenm)

" of this d1>c1p|e and furure apostle;’

said, “By the deeds of the law

" there shall no flesh be justified in

his sight” (Rom. 3:20)?

Paul is referring 1o the whole sys-

tem of law. No law-Keeping of any

kind can justify 2 person in God's
sight — it takes the accepmancevo(

‘Christ’s sacTifice. No law can justify .
sin. Only Chnsn s blood can pay for -

our sins and justify us 1o God. Even
sccpmg the c;omm-andmcms perfect-
1y for the rest of our lives would not

pay for the sins we have committed

(1 Jokhm 3:4). The pernalty for sin is,

in the past by breaking the law.
Sin is the sre,akmg of God's laws

. death (Rom,,6:23). The oaly way to

have that penally removed is
-through the grace of God. But. once

forgiven. we- must stop sinning —"

siop breakmg God’s laws (Rom
6:1-2).;
“The same. prmupie is apphcablc
even in adherencc 1o the faws of our-
“'land. Take a lrafﬁc violation, far.

example. When a: person recem:s a -

citation for breakmg the law b\ runs

ning a stop sign. a fine is ‘usually. :

1mposcd Rega.rdless of how many -

* times: a 'person conlinues’ 10 Stop at’

*This is the disciple who is bcarmg N

. wn,'.ncss 10 these things: and who has

" weitten these things; and we kn(m_

This ~
- could be none other than the author -

~of “Ihc Goapei Accordmg to

~ ;that ‘his. tesumony s true.”

“John.”
“John was also_favored-to be among
the disciples .who ‘witnessed a' fore-

17:1-6)7

disciple 10 believe Christ had risen’
. from the dead. Shortly after Christ's

_ resurrection; Mary Magdalene came

and saw that 'zhe tomb was empty.
“*§6 she ran. and.went 1o Simon Peter

* and the other dts»aple the one whom

Jesus loved”™ (John 20;3. RSV)..

John outran Simon Peter 10 the -

tomb. but impc(uous‘ Peter went-in
first (verses 3-7).
dxscnplc who rcaxhed the tomb first:”
also.went 1n’
believed” (verse 8)°
"

Would you explain what iaw
Paul was referring tc when he

gl
ko

‘A‘\.

* taste of the' Kingdom of God in. wsnon ’
- (Mart. : .
It was also john who ‘was the ﬁrst :

and he saw and(

, muststill be paid. This, i is why Paul T »
explains. justification is apart- from P

.thesign, having received the citatior,
the fine must stifl be pa:d.. o '

This is the case with.God® 3 Hau; No
matter how ‘mach we keep the law

after’ having broken. it. the.penalty

the kaepmg of the faw. s

- Paul makes, it quite. plam (havitis - .

: not obedience to the law that jusufies v
us: Instead: it-is 1he:. Faith. and sacri- - R
fice of Christ coupled with pur belu:f'» R

Jin Him that Jusuﬁes or makes us . - |

" diénce to.God's perfect and righteous - .
_ law. We are 10 have good works, bat -0
. we are not tg depend on ihgse works", o

“Then the other - .

_right with God. But thiis by no méans

xmphes that we must stop obeying the

l w. We'must have active, living faith.
in. Goa as Abraham had which will

evenlead s to a mofe comglcte obé- -

for oyr salvation.

The simplest way Yo undcrs&and o -
the law and- 1usuﬁcauon question is_ T ¢
this:'Only Christ's sacrifice and Hi¥
Tife in us can forgive sin and save us’
But Chns! will got -

(Rom 5:10).-
save any unless they- koep His laws
{John 34:15. 15:10, 1 John 2: 3-6).
Faith - without obediente -is
dead! = : :
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— but God placed 2

auther:y and power only
. own bpoundar

‘v»hat Balaam said.

PERSO\ AL

'Continwed *"om page §:

versation with God concerning
righteousness of Job. :
God ailowed Satan 0 afftict Job
2 limit on kow far
aian could go! God is- SUPREME
RULER of the universe.

At first, God allowed Satan 1o z/zke
all Job possessed, bui.not 10 harm
Job's person” Job failed .to crack
under the iest. Saian argued that-a
man would give up all he possessed to
save his own life’— but if only he
could affact Job's persosn. Job would:

tra agamst God. So God now gave

Satan permission 1o go this'much fur-
ther — but 10 spare his life. .

In {1ke imasnner.
wfluencad Lor ‘Satan-possessed as'
the case may ba} .Balaam well knew"
God had sef limits to his powers.

Saian is the god and.invisible ruler of | .

Wit world . yet, God “is "SUPREME
Ruvrrr over a)lo Every ruler: hds
within his

- There are No boundary" iines “on .
God's
‘Satan’s And he well knows it' There
‘could b2 no sin — no evil — unless
God gliowed 11! And if God did not
allow 1t phere could be no free moral

agency — no free choice — and that

would nalhify God's PURPOSE!
Notice that even Satan’s mnisters

™ jalk zbout God. and masquerade as

God's munisters {1l Cor. 11:13-135).
. This high priest of Satan knew"that~

Israel was-{God’s own mation. unter

- God’s protestion. This divine protec-
:tion set a boundary line on his power
.to-harm God's nation. ‘Satap is' well .
_aware that there are limits set on fns
powers.

* Balaani \muid have been mer.owd

to be able to cursé. harm or destroy
Isragl. Bul he knrew — he was fulli

‘ aware — that doing this was bevond.

“his power =% unless. d@ Gov allowed
Satan o go further than originaliy

“aliowed in afflicting Job.
mighty would now ailow him ¢ Curse -

the Al--

and haem lsrsel. Balaam wanied to-

-curse Israel. He wanred the fes!”
mindv. nouc‘c'

Now, with this in

When the highest prmcea of Monb
‘camg, on the second visit, he said, it
Balak would give me his house full of

20

the word of.rhe Lovd
2218}

Tolessed israel.

the Sa an-

iines or jurisdiction. .

rulership — but there are on '

4

7440

stiver and gold, I canror g0 beyond
{Num.

N

It was. net a matter of Balazm

- being “i!!‘ng. He was wiliing 10 harm
Israg. It was 2 mauer of raving the
power 1¢ dg sc. After he went with
the emas&.nes of Balak, ke said o the
king: ™ come upto thee: have

I row arf power at all to say amy.
*hmg? the werd that God putteth in

my mouth. that shall [must —

Revised Standard Version] | speak™’

{verse 38). .
Later. Balaam said d'a' God kad

2d § canno! reverse

o
Y0u may be ABLE. If
ml!mg ta-go further
in.sin or wrona ways..

~You are a free
'»moral‘dgem Bm-w

- go as far as
)ou dare 1S, THE

WAY OF SATAN, - <.

_not the way. of GOD!.
- GOD’s WAY is to
g0 ... Just as far
© inhe RIGHT
direction as pogssjt;l;c.

»

it (Num. 33 20). Of Israel. Balaam
smd “The Lord Ais God 15 with
Qim’. . there 1S NO ENCHANTMENT
ainst -Jacob, neither is. there eny
diXnation agams{ Ismc (verses 21,

'23) .
‘Notice. Lmd I zhc (Jod of Israel — °

* Israel's God -- not Balaam's God.
Balaam’ prauued divination. and
em:hammcn and God .did" not
allow 11 AGRINST - ISRAEL. . -

Balaam wanied to go JUST AS
FAR in'ihe & wrung way as be dared.

That 15 Satan’s way!

Now just Aow far may YOU safely
gy in doing what you wanf insteatl of

. what-you ought to do?

~Haven't you often compmmmed -on

this? Haven't sou ofien-wanted 10 do
‘somethine you knew you really

ougm
not? And. haven't you sometimes

. gone at least part way. thinking that .
* perhaps if yoy didn’t go a¥! 1he way

"“"un*ﬂer insin Or wreng ways. Yo

lead to going just a firle
and then perhaps just 2}
‘Geing that first part way s 2irezdy
j e ach spiritzally —
e L*": or imtentof the
: did that you
\ '* Goc"s sig
Y was resiraired.
“Hd UNABLE 10 g0 further thar e ¢id
against Job. Balaam was res: ravneé
and ©NaBLE 10 go furthe
against thé¢ children of | .a'e _
You rhay be aBLE, 4?°w.°_ng o go

were

a free moral agent. But 10 g0 as far

as
voudare IS THE Way OF Satan, N T

_'THE W3Y OF GOD!
- GoD’s way:is .10 "ge. sincers
wﬁo. heartedly, and earnestly. Jus’ §

SaF i the ®iGHT direction as possible.-
m&ﬂ 55: .

God's way is’ tc. do MORE
required of you. - . o
Jesus said: “Deth he {a masttn}
thank that servant beczuse he did
uhmgs tifat weré commanded Wm?Y i
trow not: So likewisz ye. '-men \c shall
“have done all those 1t
‘commanded you. sav . Weare unprofit-
. able servants: we have done phat which -
was our duty o do {liuke 17:9-103,
AT you do ndt even 'go as far in the
wrong direction as vou Feel safe.<— if

' you ‘do, what is commanded — wha

od, through His Word. shows is
xOLR DUTY, but’ d@ not. go even fur-;
ther in the RIGHT. direction. downg
MORE ‘than your. dw Je;us Christ *
'says you are an L'\Paunnau SER-
VANT! lainiy, Cheist expects us to do
MORE ‘than dutv in ‘the righs direc-
“tion! And what happﬂas to the unpzrw
hzab“e ‘servant?

-In the parable of mc 1a ﬁcms Jmus
sazd of the one who kept whiat he had,
- but did not grow in kmm“@dge and
grace — did nrot overcome — did -
what was his duty and- re more —

“And cast ye the unprofitablE serv ant .
into outer darkness: there 'shail be
weeping and gnashmg of teeth”
(Matt. 25:30}. . )

The Christian life is 2 life of grow-
ing improvieg . character — of
overcoming — of beocoming more and

_more’ hke Chnst‘ Sz

The GOCD was canuafy 1982

.




l he ‘Day of the Lord

~Contl

I’mpumd hv Hishurd Suellingtk

1NUCS

.

The provious two minlatudles vovered pmphw N
alod ovants, leading up 10 wid aluding the tirst
nix trumpet plaguos of the "Day of the Lord.",
This oonaluding nﬁldy uf the moet eventtul yoar ul
whith's history fgouken on the final pl‘mlnlmmmn
tiod iunt bring upon nworld le rotusey to heod
the-chnatinament of dta loving Oruator; . '

b Aftei the siX trumpet plaguon of God have |
oxnated thald toll upon the aarth, will munt of
mbullluun. hard-to-opnvinos mankind remaln

. unmwnlnui’l Hov, w202
4, Wt oven,durinyg thens piaguen will God con.
e’ 10 -plead. wnh than e tarm from. thulr avﬂ
wiyn'? Moy, 11:0 ‘ :
. Notlod that thl wo wlmcmnms'“ nre glvnn

. npiritual proteotion* ke thay . d«li\mr God's ||Il|
waritings to all.thiv eurth. *

,' 4 Dnow the misslon of the two witnesdns In .
uuuumpllnhm! will God nllow ‘the "hount”! {thi

"1 | wovsirmunt of the final resurreation of th\Homan' *

: implmi to kil thim? Varse 2, Whaoro w\Il their -
 dyitd budiys be.displayed? Varse B, What will by

~the raaution of the world, oupaglally of thy pavple [,

it nattons thistwill then be.unlted under the

' .‘f,i,»‘ Boast, whon Gue's two withawnes nre (lnully put

.t duth? Vershs 6,10, : )

4. Wit will God, who hiss the powur ovel Iua

o oand death, du for the two dead withusbes?
'Vorsas 11 l.e. Do aome .t this thie bugin to
nuknuwlmlun God and glve glory: to Him% Verse
hH)wthea&nvantwlwrwmkm:h:mruHhtmnd—
- ot ha wooond woe, or sixth trumpa? Verso 14,

‘ 8. What hipppns whon tho suventh trumpot.
- soundh and the third woo beylna? Verse 15, In
thia sloarly the time of Christ's Stwund Coning to
. take ovor the governments of. the world and to
“eutablish the Klngdom of Gud on warth? Same.

" yerse,.

We auw that, !ullowlng hard on th hduln uf mu

‘tirat four - trumpet - plaguos, wartare will raye,

Hupdrads of milllons will die. Munkind will.now be’

}

lnplnu gosmooidy — annlh"ulloh of lhd humnn_ _
ruce v

v

And-suitis ‘Vﬁmﬂ?ﬁﬁ
trumpm that ndankind will be snvad fram exting..

v

u
Nm titanio wir that will be raging on eaeth - - the
of uli e,
0. Uit what 1s.the reuction of rebalious’ man-
kind at thia tine? Varse 18, first five words,
Joaus Ghrist, the now ruler of thig world, will ot
be meokly nooeptad by the power-orazad natlonn
" ulrondy anyayod o an all‘out strugyle for world
< domination. Men hiave navier wanted Qod's rile
uvan though. it 1a the only way to peace, hap.
plhess and goy, Amj Au the nations are found . |
. angry at CGhrist's return, - : '
7. Whut slse ouoyra\at the blowiny of the :
‘nuvanthand last trumpet?d Varaan 14, 18, Notlow'
‘thd words “thy wratlyls oome’ in yorase. I8,
‘ The unly thing ddwaribed ai the blowing of the,
~u‘pvum‘“nunum that aould posalbly be the third,
« Wou 18 e wrath of God. But afi the trumpoets have )
buen pingues, pouring out the wrath of God -
His punishments to bring this hali-hent world 10 lm
- sonaus and1o God. We will nea that ife seventh -
trumpol sotusily vumplotus Qod's wristh, .
0., Exdotly what “fille up" of oomplojes the
© wrinth o Bod? Hov, 16w, Ara thaue plaguuu tube .

1118, 14110,

Alt ut the prmmdlnu nlu trumpma hnvn hor.
#ldud the unleashing of difterent thpoa of urlav-
ous plaguon upon thin 1ebelilous word, But potive .
that the'seventh and last trumpet completes this |

war that would otherwisg lond to the rjumrumlon L

poumd out in Ghriet’ u prnunoo on mmh'? Rov .

ernﬂrbﬁahcﬁngﬂrmrmnnmmt
‘ph!guoi .
- soven lrumpola, #o the soveith-trumpet is -
* divided: Info the .seven last plaguas, which, are
and constitute the waventh' lrumpal or third woe.
Thus the deven last. plagues um also s pait of the
suventh veq|

And the yeven Iast plauua: are ppumd om at

of Jesus Christ and all the haly angels % hmma-

Just-un the sevénth woal in subdiyidey s the " |’

+ Ghrist's coming " motuaily in the very prenpnce |

dintely ater.He returns 10 save humanity from " |
" gxtinction inthe w:ru\r- thn uonltllutu lhv o, Tk

) : —ond woe, .

" tion by the ralurn of Jusuw Chrlat to inlorvans In .

to "vlulu" ahcut to' ba pourcd out? Hbv. 18:7. 06

9. Are these fiai plwuuu of wrmh cumpurud - ' ‘




whal are they poursd aul? Hev. 10t Hnw the
rast of thin chinpler 1o gst the sioly Bow. .

- 10, Will thean pluuuan hu pnmnd aul in one
duy? Hev. 1n. o : LR

This scripitute yedie Alan thal ail gaven viats will

 be'poured osl in ane 24-haur day, This day s the

climactic psit of the much lunger “Day o the ©
Loht that will have hegun with the swvenih eshl

AFHeyv. 1 1) dahering/in the seven :"unlmullvw
trumpwt plagusna, .

And it will by during this one day thai the glul
fulne uhuirch { "Hahylon the Creast™ (Hev. 17:5)
Al slispetad § w Honst’s umptm
daslioyad.

11, Upon whom doen ihe ﬂul vial cavas nu.un .

v lntiny aoten’? Hev, 169, )
. 1t will by o nd upan allwhy e ,,‘“c mu}l
. thie world's agan civil-raligicdus ayaﬂqm
12. What whl the second and third of th
- plsgues du? Hev, |B::1.4, Wow juat and rightes
" are these puniihmnnis af Gud upon mgnkmd’?
Vetaen b 7., i
¥ 13, Whiil gisat kplm}ua bl pmm,t Qid wi iih
fourth angs) pours oul his vl Hov, - 164 D
the e indicute how inlnuuq (!n{l will ¢ duse the :
. liyht ot the sun to bachme tor & sfon unmy (MY
026, Will mahy 'mmml una renyll ut thy mmv

ous playue, or will i curae anq und wmmw |o ,

d-fy”lm!lwtsv L. S

14 What cumuin"vw Hn-,l will all llm nlauumt vl
ol Giod have o thie nurth's: uuphlmml? lsa‘ 24800 1
wiil (.,ompnmhvuiv fow pugpla hs lﬁ'& M lhg shrl o

ul Chrigt's' tnlo? Samb verse,
: Note! paibiculaily ' thal dot: gll pwplu wltl ulu
Mlllldm; will atill be-laft alive. The Bible, dlpates

thist cne tenth 6f ihe earth's populntion willsir.
~yive, (Amnn 5.4y lna 8 !.}) Withe-these, ia Hla R

" wubjucta, Chrint will- bagin His ruls on earth.

‘15. What ia the reuson God muat Dw;

klnd a0 waveraly? lsg., P48, . . .
. 8in - dmulmdiﬂnw to Gud's Iuwn { Juhn q:4)
» 18 the. usuye ol /all ~human, auﬂurmq unq,l woa .

lhé world'in_in reality, bringing: this wrath apan,

D}auli by. hnvlngllvud in nln And 8o, wa puinted oyt

-, betore, our loviny Crantor will hava Yo punieh the |
. world’ ‘sevgraly {o bring it'10 ' its, senaes. andto’ -
- 1o prepare-

*humble it 80’ men will be téachuble -
" them fur repenidnce snd ubedience 1o Gud's yov-

ummuﬂ' Yet, in apite of the navurlty u! the fuurih‘

plugua. mont atitk will not.repant. . SR

16. Whut happunu thmuuhﬂut thn Mngdum 01
ih

the Bmml (] handquarlum? Rév. 181
‘playud fnally compal people to repent- of lhoir
1. avl! demjg nnd subimit lo Chﬂut? Ra\k 1(3 H

will he ultellv ae

i

- WIIl this ‘\

. iy Wt ‘&1-.‘..5} shiows hab the saiih's
mnuhsla-lnmm no!pﬂn b yimld fohritet's aulhos..
ity whun Nn ummm Ihal i why'. lown . nrint wall

mankind, u; !lni ln nukirmii ia lim mln " l- amas-
iny 1 sue hl hnw Hisew watld will 1esct (o, iNe
wlarioys Yui. umi ¢ w0 m’,h‘»l‘ Jusus Chomt. < f
V7. Will the poyjing dut of the eisth vial §
proparabig | le the ululni hatlie in all
higlary# Heuy, m' h’ WAl Chrdel vight g !
;mﬂun um! i ke wm luqmsi mns- diﬁnn! mm? 5
mv RTNTTAET
!n a pmvh?mq sludy we learind lhnqg ihn gg(%
]Iuing Of arth's wrinisa st Armageddon, and their
whumumm m\" h pun Jmumnlum !q'ugm Jugun

o

et hmst emly derbsm afmly dulasted by mo Kmu g! |
N kmqn dnd H’n anyblio howt,

Tl WAL the sarth e violently ahabml. bv thu ,

mighngh sai thyumkm.avar 1o ocour whan ihe sy

: *ﬂmhasnd InsY pague in poured-ofn? Hav. 1.7 1

lg w“,‘x -vnn !hi \llaﬁdi u' tha qpl be muvmi,?* N
Vaise

e

Wil lita Ally ‘Ulpw up and’ dhaﬂpaar an lhlu Hnnl
piuguh o unjeanhel. . Vo
T Dy o ﬁm\me n ullun dnmb«d m d;' N
i’ o thivk: tRiiums and ?muws .

“IUB). et iy wh it therapmiohy nnd aah !mm; \

o evuit ilwunhndl, ot sripting .

L (wd‘p ‘nnl ;gwﬂnh'ﬁ; int ot
el v

x ‘W. WII!
+ b witly giuun(m hailstunes?. Huy , I

' rhc miuhl 91 “guoh’ hullutonq‘,will’ be. about o
= I exijgwn o100 p;wnda! Gan you imag-

y d !mmaudou;.

Inw. dutructloﬁ mlc .torm wm :
cuuu on santhy KN

y uy Al!liﬂdl‘.\"lﬂlll“ dummnl \mlranu. uanul i

uuwuw the;’ Ilahi ot-the -

0. Will the, ﬂmlo‘ " m the: uunh nhnily begln o |

At Iw worldwldo pouee. aoeurlty ‘and huppl 3
‘ nau Wilt be, dstiered, in by the righteous. rule. of
: ',Jcauu Ohirist; tor the.law of God will.go out to all
nmmria from; Jaruanlem during. tho Millennium,

“'yol fo aufter unormously aid be huimbled before’ -
!h&y Wil tinally. ncknowledue the ‘trué God, and.
- “betore they ‘wlil turn wholehenrledly to Hlm But

‘proteation during lhuoe propheulid worldwldg -
" oatustrophes, ..+ . SR :

I dhe mgantime, the'natlaris of this world have |

. Individually, each of ‘us oai.recelve God's diviie e

Mie, He pmmldnq 1o deliver us ffoml

lee (Flsv 310, 1214: 16)."' oo

Mmumwmmmmdmmnwnf S U
furtheting.the Work ot God'y- Churdh in thig end - " .




© death of Jesus we

Sacrlflc@ J

wj d(m l warsth ,(:od by slaymg a bullor a goat
ffering it qs a Aacrcjzce The sacrifide Christians’
are. ta o[]er t.s' 17 lzvmg one. B‘ut what da’és -that me&m’

A

k Uy (‘,Iuylun o(‘ (Ih
M

vn-,_-‘,

L)

N

| u Rmmnw 12:1 thu upmllq ’Imumrn for iy lrmmgrcmhm. the '

Paul wmu, that we shgauld
presentour bodies **u living

- saerifice, holy, uw,pluhlu umu ‘

God.” ,

"

“hvmg suerifioe™?) Wlmt wus

Puddl talkiny, about? Arcnt sweri- |

fices killed?

\Wull ‘they were in Old: lnstumcn‘l
tines. l\unk then the sluying of un
aninil foreshuddwed the time when

“the Lamb of Gud would be off pred

“for the sing of the world. .&inuc the
i 1 longer . necd (0
olter. andmal sucrifices ws puh or oul‘
_ religivus worshipe
Even under the Old (,uvanmm
" though, aninwl sucrifices; wore 'onl
© substitutes - for: what God “penfl
- wunted. It wisn't lhnﬂ'lwmcdcd unl—
. mals olfered to Hitm, Ho owns every-~
Jhin\g “For every beust.of the furust
: aund hilhg™ e dcglurcn Vs, 50 l())
" Sumucl put his tinger on whul God
“really desires: “Hath Ahe' Lopd us
cat delight in burnt offeripgs ind
acrifices; u8 in obcylng the vuice of”
. thelLord?” he . dsked. “Hehoid, ty .
" obey is botter thin swerifice, and to
) h;urkcmhxm the fat of fams* (1 :;sum
22

B The prophet Mlush' inquircd
* “Wherewith shall I come befoys the .
I urd -and bow myself befure the high.

" heay

',Phy:lcnl'vtym Y

frult of my body for the sin of. my
soul?” (Mie. 6:647). +
Would these nutimm sitisfy' € iml‘!
 Mapd e thy. wiswer: *He hatlr,
shewsd thoe, O man, what is- gggd

~und-what doth the Lurd require 6f

theey but to o’ justly, wnd Yo love
nierey, and to wilk hnmbly wnh my
God?™ (verse 8), .
Thut's what God wun(s!
~The sucrifices thutw truly plouse
ilim involve gonuine. rupcnmm.c.

[}

*¥or thou tesirest not [uninwl | Nigri-

ﬁuﬁ . olse ‘would 't wive i,"™ Duvid
stated. 'llwu delightest not n burnt;
uffering. Ihc sacriticey of God are.a
brokoy spirit! u broken wid u g
{) Gud, thou will uul
16-17).

enpuw

(l‘s

|Iuly Spirit, carnl hynian, beinga
could not fullill'the reguiroments for .
Lt)llvcl“lil)]l, So the physical, 1 gvitical™

© yeurd” (Rev. i) Whul
some ealling!
mrnc

The pruhlcm’{v/im th;u wilhuut Lhc :

! 5
\ T

- up o spiritwal "house |60t u physieal

e E ' L K
wiso, us lively |living] stonex, ure bullt“

temple|, un holy prlcntl;md lu u(ica‘

" up spitiluad murllu.cn
verie 9 hestuted, “Hut ye, ure u ¢hu '# ™

- “on generation,  roykl prionthwd [T “‘*3 V
holy nmiun v / o
™ v

Qf ¢ Far we ufe tFuin

‘he kings ahd "pru:ri(u in the wming

agoverngnent of God (Rev) (b, 5:10). 7

“Bleswcd und holy i he that huith Yurt

i the first résurrection . : they shall .

be peiests of Gl and of t ik, am!

shn“ reign with him- o mmm
uWe-

, In view ol that ¢ hhg. UnE mm(m'
whcip but notive nmny purallelx”
between varivus ‘wspeets uf the Old

- Testinnent priesthpod, uud what vur

spirituul lives should be like?

- 'luke, for gxumple, the clothing the ‘, M~~7 '
priesty wore. It wis tu be ntude of fie "

fineri - gurnsenty “for glory und fgr .

rbmmmrm—bm'-

m.k:mwlcdgt.d (but not puid fyr) by

-varivus sicritices. Physicul subnulu-

“tiunn wnd profound cereimonii} syme e
Bols were used_ to foreshudow.” the

uplriluul udnum}mmun under the |
New Teataniont, when the Floly Spir.

i would be uWen lu thuse  God .

called. S

~ Physical. Isi ‘l"hgui it phymul
priesthuod. spwing in w physxcal tab- '

. Rewghution' 19:8 tells us that “line lins . |

the rightevusiiess” ol saints,”
' ine® hite' lingy reprisonts CGod's .

“ rightepusness — - the keeping.of com-,
. mundimenty (Py, d
‘ cxo,lulmed. “Let’ thy priests be

119:172). Duvid

glothed ‘with rnghlcuunncns“‘(l’s
A320
The pricsts’ Llulhillg was give to”

- them. Thoy had to put off their own.

Ia the sdme way we.mjust: ggl xid of .
our own rightcousiess, wluch "N,

N

."‘

.

w

-

tvomieefore i with

- Wﬁwnh calves of u yeur . ¢
- ~6NI? "Will the Lord be pleased with. -

thﬂusumizs ol v, or with ten the
sanids of rivers of il shall | givyﬁ_;
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arnmie ar (emple: Todny the Church
isapiritual . lurxm:l Aid-the Chuggli is '+’
the Temple, The © hurgh in'one Sense

iy uivo-u priesthond; by the apostle
I’eur pmmed it in ¥ Pgler 2 S‘P"Ye

_Tilthy 7ags (Isa; 64:6),

et God -
cal'ulhc us with His nghtw mss (loa‘
£111) M,
Josuy I(hc Etcrnal A—ls‘pur ngl;

leuusnew (Jer 23 6) T hm‘n why we




o other chur

F
s
Laré lnhl to* pui ull" lhc clncdn of the
flesh and Ao put on™ thel ord lcuun
Christ (Rom, 13:14, Gals lpl)

, God's Splrit is dnlqua o

Some miytikeny think there ure
Mes similur o God's
Church, Actually, there s no, such
Jhing ax being almost” God's
Church. Fither it is God's Churely
with Gl \p;nl ar iy us lur from
it ay dedth iy frime lite. The Holy.
. Spirit makes the difterencé. There s,
"o wulwlll’uu, Lo Gl Spirit.

This is wille clear *by the holy?
anointing oi} - symbul of the Holy
Spint - with whuh the IMllull
pricsts were .mm U wits i specjil
bleind ol prize hpn.cn d oil, not o
duplicited for any other use (kix.
302213,

I you have received lhc llul
. Spirit wld wre, letting it legg you)
stop and think how wtly ditkroy,

it mukes you from ihose who' do nul
hivent
o

life™Y e are diflerent, God's Spirit-

St upart and mulu,s us ligly. We
,wre “holy brethren, p}?‘!k rs of the

" hewvenly udlmy, " pgftukeks of the.
- Holy Splrit? (Heb! §1, 6:4), for we-
“have. been anobiited by the I!qu

One® (1 John 2:20, Rcvmcd Stun-. -

1 durd Version), :
* 'Not just -cverytidy could bc u
priest. No one clse could “oin” the
prh.slhood Ouly those. chosen by
God - the descondunts of Aaron in
lhc lrlbc of Levi. + -
When God told -Moses to unolm
-Adron and his sons, He {mmlccl out

that “their .-um::;yginhu surely be
._un everlustingpriesthood throu, t

-y

\
Pow

v ﬂenlbru: buth civil und rchgmus

jlkcy hud to continually cleunse

. the way you-think and act
daet, the fruits borne in your

' 4)F> ot

P
- som¥ than shult hrmu umu the door of
the whernuele’, | lfnd shult wush ,

to th: upmllc l'nul he wrole lmLk M
haveireccived] ull, and n\hmlml Lim '

+. them with wat:r“ (Ex. 29:4), They \jull huvieg regeived of Fpuplirodituy

hud t be' clean to be consecruted to

G, just as we must be cleunsed by -

the waters of Buptisin. Not qnl“hul.

sclves whesr they “appenred  before
Givd* Otherwise they would die (Ex.
J0:19-21).

.. “Beye plc.m that bear the vessels
of the Lord,” Isinh 52:11 admons:
ishes. *Let us¢leanse ourselves from *

< all lilthingss of the flesh and spirit,’

rigcting holiness in the 'fear of'
{‘c " (11 Cor. 7I) .

",
l Spmmal ucrlﬂcos

. What whout “the “ypiritunl  steri-
fices™ we are to wifer (I Pet. 2:5)?
Here, too, Old lmmmcm typgg ure
£y anstructive,
*The uﬂcrnms purturnmd by ‘the
Teviticil priesty purmulurly fore-,
shudowed fucots of Jesus Christ's llfc

here: s -the burnt offering,

< Iy thiv suerifice af™entire animal
-(axccpl the skin of the largor “uni-
mals) was buried upon the, ultae. It

“icance. ll wus & voluntary oﬁcrmg of
AL swedt 'savor to God (kv 113, 9),
cel beviause God loves vulum,nry
”}ng Not ull sacrifices were volun-:
tary. Not all were of u nwcct suvor
(L ov, 4-0:7),

exus was the porfcc&lhllnwnt oi‘ .

buy
blcm

- complelcly to (wd He wus completes*

"Iy consumed in dedication tv God,

lering. He Wi without

e

*und death. Of specinl interest o us A

wiis. 1ot “cliwsificd us an offerjng for -
'+ win; it had o dilverent spirituul signif-:

"'1:8) He gave Himself

the things which were sent from you,
n ndour of igiweet smell, n sucrifice
1meplublc. wcllplcuslng'
(Phil, 4:18).

Of ‘course, we nrc" not
blcmmh“ us burnt o

Auron

T (Lix. 28), uppeurs bclujc sod on our

bohall, On Hinr iy the divine seul of

approval that He is “llolmcn-g to the
Lord" (verses 36-3, v -

Ay fur us we ur u)m.ernul cven

our best efforts ure often imperfect, -

- But God looks on the heart. And .

Jesuy i, a8 Aaron wys, before God Lo

“bear the ipiquity [tha hnperfection)

# Josed 10 be and o s 5, |
w . :l Ly ld]
grut High, l'ric-n typi :c&r y

“of the Holy things, which the childron *

of Isruel shall hatlow i in all their holy
gifts .
bafort:lthef/lhrd“ (verse 38). v - .
Thyt is how our spiritudl sacrifices
ure ¢ ocoptuble o' God by Jeuus
- Chrigf® (1 Pet. 2:5). .

' * The "glvc" wuy,gt'llfo T

- Yoluntary Nicrilices, such ay those.
cven ynder the Old Covenant, typi-
 fied the way of life.called the way of |
_giving, To tnku u choice, sputless uni-
mul from otre’s herd or Hlgck and sluy

it wad. un expensive proposition. It
was ‘indeed u sucrifice.

Vulunturily giving the best'to God

- that- is the Iund aof uﬂcrmg God
Wn nts.

" u sperifice: We must: lny down our

"',4_ own lives. And-not just once -

-t elnguucrulium" (Ex. 40:15). We,..

W/« A too, Buve boen anointed to verve God

I‘oruver thmughout il eternity,

“The ﬁi‘i’“ sty in ancient keruel hyd to
bc totalll Fumiliur with’' God's Jaws,.
stututel und judgments so they. could
euch others, the right way (Dcut
‘17 9-12, Doy 0:10-11).

~ e thc gdvbrnmeit of thc world
tomorrow, the Church and state will. |
nut be separate. One government will
laws,

why we will gj(klnge. and pncsta

« you kio@G
~cat-laws well enough that you wifl be
uble 10 teuch the world in that diy?. |

God t(:l?&l‘dyﬁzﬁuoh an&hm

s spiritual and plysi-

-y We are to follow, Ihu,)mmplc

dl ent parts of a burnt offering ure’
lsted: the licud (having the eygs, cars
. und mouth, us well u8 the mi d und
} thoughts), lhc fut (the heulth und
- well- bcmg), the m\@rds (lhc [
ings, ‘emotions und - utlections) -and
- the degs (the puth ONway of walking)?
" The total_bein this is what,
ntust olleY o (ﬁod whcn.,Wc prcuc‘!ﬁl
our budies” to Him (an 12 1)
We are expected to glvc our li

Jotc, in Leviticus 1:8-9, how lhc :

notions, thoughts, deyi
< all that mukm up us. ~jm 4 wlumury
' g 10 God, 1o be ;omlly hunicd
up in Yervice to Him. . -
When the brethién at Phlhppl per-
l‘ormuf " good\ work by lendms hclp

. thint they muy be uueptdd

Obcymg (md hu.mn pnu: There |b '

-

[l

%

LN

must do. it repeatedly.
God communded” t-hu; the ﬂrc on.
the’ sucrificial ultur wus ‘never to go-

* out. The pricsts hud to keep it burn- | -

"ing constuntly (L:bv. 6:}2-13). Thero ..
wits_to be . “continuy burnt offer.
ing - ﬁ}‘ sacrifice totully consumed
“twice i”day, cvening and murmh&
dny in;und duy out (Bx. 29:38-42), -

- Or_prayers “scend before God's

thrunc i ceromorial incense once -

’au: David prayed, “Let my prayer be
aat forlh bcforc Jthee w inwnsc. und

c\rcmng suclﬁcc" (Ps 141 J How

weet, smelling dnd- pleasing it.is to”
" God when_a-humin being smcm.ly
. weoffeys himsclf totally to God duily. -

Or why not cvcn twwe a dny. as lhc :

w GOOD NEWS Junumy 19&2
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* thy will, O God" (Hb. 10:5-7).

. _s.lb,f;ht:lng selfish, pc

himself 10 God. every day, secki

* The GOOD NEWSZ. Jamary.wa_g R

. |that’s not what Ged is really after),
.but 4 body hast thou prépared me {a

human body i wI ¢ could, do
the Wtk bf God, giving Himsell dai-
ly ineservice, fultilling God's will in
evérything and finally laying down
His Tifo*for the sins of mankind}: In.
anitial] burnt offerings. und sucri-

\ces for sin thou hast had no pleps -
¢. Then said 1, Lo, | come {and |

hebe is what really matters} s . . to do

"Our fives are Tade up of; time. Iy

: lukw time to visit the sick. [t tukes

tithe to pray for others. It tukes time

10 help those who need help. A Chris-

tidin life is u life of outgoihy piving -
nt)nu desires. f

~ < Not vhat w should o’ around

"~ lovking af everything we do for God,

us . ‘puinful exercise in sucrificing,

" “feeling sorry for cursclves us though
. Jile stiould. be. a bed: of nuils, Our
~saerifices should be “‘sucrifices of |

jay” (Ps., 27 6), “sacritiees of thanks-
giving” (Ps. 107:22, 116:17) und sa¢- "
rifices *of praise” (Heb, 13:45).

*o 3t is_an honor und pl"iVllch to suc-
}thw nnythmg for the One who guve
more to us:thun we cun cver give to

: __memmm¢ “sWhit shull L ren- |

deppunto;the, Lordfor all hid: benelits
mwurd mg?" (Ps, 116:12). God
T wants us 'to] serve Hiin -*with Joytul-'
eSS, . and with gladness  of. heart”
(Deut. 28: 47) ~ not begrudgingly
- A Christiun - shioyld tdfally offt{:?l;‘ )
obey'Him dnd to live a life buscd on the
principles of the way oi‘glve “for there .
~is ong God? und there is nong other but .
hé: And to love him with ull the heait, -

o .md with all the underslamjmg. and

‘ smangth dnd 10 love: fone’s nexghhth 1

© " us himself, is more.thun all- whole [cér .

. emonial] burny- ullerlngs [Amd sacri-
- fices” (Mark 12:3%33):

1 smglc falent. (w.rsc 1),

A
. . 0 8 '
, R ”~ 0 PN
, a i \ } ‘z' w\ ) o " ¢ L3 v -
r A < v - P '
o ' N : ‘ . e T \ )
" evening nnd ﬁmrnm quulln,cs were! Y dnffcrenl opportuniucs. pmdm, .
. offered? ! Oldest Th!ng§ % Sigee esch hus shownsa 100 peu?lﬁ\ . .
A animal uaui!u,c'dncd 4 wCe?And | increase, hil rewards them in the , -
that wus thit, Wesare to be fiving | (¢ ""”’l“t'd?/mm page 15) same. way. Notice thut the wordy of .- .
) s.nwlu.c», mcrcfv.mcw every duy | pleasés Hinp(d Cor, J2:18). Chrisy verse 21 and verse 23 are: exuctlythe -
Ang if we are ever called on to give. | knovgs you whcthcr you gre o leuding  sanie God looks on the heart, fot the' - - ..
up even these physical lives for God, | migiter or o lonely widow, an He bank b;q:auc. ruce, nutivnndity orjob o
' we, like {]u: apostle Paul, must expects yau to prodegce. : - deseript S
Y "rcudy;m' be ollcrcﬂ“ (1 Tim, 4 6) in “Il'mgll‘?un shall sny, Becawse | am But‘«whm of the une who buried his ..
~ thut'munner also. not the hund, 1 am not ©f the” tulent) Rcuu&verxcs 2410 30, He lowt ;- -
Notico what Jesus is recorded as. | body.. . [or] if- the ear shull s . out, 1f the sc¥vant why hud only efe " “-
Quymg’"ﬂ; God: “Sucrifice and ofler- | Becnuuc I am not the eye,1 gm not n* talent hagd- done s tllg_mhci‘u didund &7
g ing [of unmmls} theu wotldest not ‘] the body; is it therefore not of the ._gproduxcd huliluthlng.she story wuuld L

thaR/cn different. TN .
¢ Let'y tentn from this. God. mudc no-'_."
'Tmhmlk in catling you \ﬁ:‘d begetting

body‘? . And the eye cunnof suy
unto the hund I huve noneed of theg:
nogyagain - the heud to the feer, I'have .
no need of you™ (verses 15-10, 21).

¢ Can we sy we don't need our’ g
aembers in suoh and such o ﬁlm.q I‘)un t feel badly ubnul ‘what you ddn’t

becawse they aie- poor? Cun we. do . dod- *do what you, can do. You m:ghl\"" ;
without the widows, the Li’lpplcd or. '*bc surpriaqd at: how. much that s, .. e,
the members in prison? wo o Anyone of God's mipisters Luuld hd

No! Vetse 22 expluing: why lhme tell. yol uwﬁa o\ pegple: who huve:
members are nu,cwurm Althoagh-in .| viden upo i Lheir Jorent lignitas.
this Hfe those of you in those citego: , " " idns.’ Lﬂcc widuws WO ave praje

Listy-hi ‘block:tong, or pumplégu,

rics niay, be sorcly trigd, fyou’ are.,

Building valuable u.,xpr.ncm,c A Hat'ol who' give ‘stirring, utlm.k 'epcctbea
~day will be needed in the' Klugddm \ pokesman Club, - :
Gog. Byen-gow your pruycrn aind -2 Herels one from my cxpcrwncu A
hard-won tithes - dnd; ullcrmg@ udd: " igtle, hunchbucked lady-who' could"
wilk “rily, wmh lhcu aid b:zll‘ Ay pncs

wyou s \1is ¢hild. Yol “sinald udd
k- of God,

something - 10 the mm fFees ol the
ngdmn off God  that’ o usie: else
could gwc After alll it tukes o wldow
to give a “widow's mite."
God iy interested. in thd gualiiy of
~fafth He sees (Matt,'1120), Su [here
*is no such- thing uy u‘lvtmglul'ﬂrg
on the Budy: of Chist, All membgrs
‘urc nmlud and: by workmg mguhcr

4: lb)

N
. cumstaiices und _upportunities - to
seree. S, i the- parable; the mysier”
* gives s servarits Yalenty JLwrdirjg_, 0.
‘their, ubihucu m use ;hcm One gct

’l‘he ser\mms who rcccl.
I

dnd‘ cugh increases 100. p

(verm.s 16 1'7); Bt an withign

. :pré*du’é‘eﬂia«am 3
“What good-ani’ 12 1 hive hiirdly

| ialeits.” So he:goes off ind bu

Imlc he s (verse: 18)

" Then the thd:' I

Yoy, it iuhvingmériﬁce‘ _’ :




“Xhi l” dlq‘u‘plcs
found that their
» & uﬂmg rn,quTre,d N
a»mmm.n ay wo..l! ay ds.dl‘-
ation. .
. “desus” .um: hw:unc '
50 great tha, “wherever - IS
‘}le appeared, He was i
- thronged . "with. 'mulU» ‘
" tudes who canie. to b’
‘ hu,lled ur to w.mh !hm
J\&i)ut of c,urmsuy .
nd. there were n.lh.“
“gious. Lnumwbzr»‘fhcy“
kept o’ the lrmgt.a ol

. the’ crowd ready with-
Ttfiek qu;;tmnb dand”
watghmg for- evidence
i of wrungdoing Thby‘
' .' w‘mu,d Jesuy' impris-
oned - or;. even - put . m

- d&ath to silérice Him *
“One- ddy after Jcsus-.‘

‘ ‘had ministered fo a mulmude Qf pu)bl«. from .All

th surroundmg areus, He Slipped. away from the " 2

wds. Taking. Hisnew y ch osen

'

- ;‘J“":’r ‘*“p,f
‘teousness and- fo. smvc .“
for perfogtion.

“Blum.d " H suid,
| vho are uoh- ;
cer rlok‘ tcllow\ hu~‘
m‘um md who arc mer-
S gitul e thesip utmudu
I ‘toward’ thejr: neigh-

b(ffb.“ He promlsed R

thﬁt their rcwud would
7 be greut in lhe ng
dom of God. .

‘Explaiping lhat Hu(
h.Jd wmc ‘to keep His .
kalhu‘a law : perfectly;

and to maghify it fur- -

ther, He wet forth.

rpqunrcmunts for g. .-

“standard” of éxcellence .

‘higher lhan the lettervf” @~

the law n,qulrcd, His
lunhcr would observe -
> . the intents Qr}h(« hcart, o

‘ the mqer motwatxons and desires.

“Jesus’ spoke of murder, adultqry,‘bwcarmg,f?‘f

p & mountain slope'tod secluded place There
' athey st down and-Jesus talked to. thefn pnvmt,ly |
Lol gThe 12 heard the greatest sermﬁn ever’ Ereaehed
W) (Matt '5- 7) Jesus urged thcm to prac.ucc ngh ’

r(,venge h.ltrc,d and necdless anxieties. He gls-
“cussed attitudes that govern* the dmgunt

_."gnve in tithes and offerings. He gave ‘drl

" Jesus led His' 12 dllclplu to & secludsd apot o e maunraln. *
: 'cnd twam them pdvufcry about His. way ol lll- :
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Jesus was ést(’mndecﬂ “Nowhere in Esmel'h;we 1 found such faithl”' He

exclaimed. .

. He turned back to the officer’ s frlends. “Go back to the _

centurxon His servant will be hcaled just'as he bélieved.” ..

7 ‘.

¥

for prayer+nd warned the dnscnplcs (and us) to
not use memorized words. He explained how to
fust. He cautioned against Judgmg other people
or harboring critical amnldcs,‘a .

Encoumgmg His dlsupjes ta seek the King-
dom of God above .all else, Hc assured them
that their needs would be provided. He made it
plain that those who follow Him must go above
and beyond a normal concern -for pthers and
maintain single-heartéd devotion and obedience
to God the lather

A gentilﬂervant is healed

Jesus returned to His own home in Caper-
naum. Again, Jle was. deluged with followérs.

One day a group of the Jewish elders arrived
o see Jesus. They ‘had come on behaif of a
Roman centurion, or. captain over 100 men.

We have Lome to ask you to heal the bentu-
rion’s servant;” the elders expldmed “This Ol’ll-
cer has built us a new syndgogue He lovés our

" .nation and he’s ‘a popular fellow. among our

people. He deserves your-help.” - _
Jesus arose. “I'll go and heal hls servani.

As the elders esconed ’.lestjs ffom HIS h U5c._

lncnds of the centurion. - ""‘..;_
“Hello, sir!” greeted one &f the. -group
we speak with you for a moinent?”
“Hello. _ Yes, of course.. How may I'h lp.
you?V Jesus stopped_ dnd the elders pduq d
behind Hlm - '
Jesus’ warm greeéting put the man’ at case.
good friend of ours, a centumon aieeds yo
help,” the man began. “A servant whom
cherishes is critically ill. '
“Earlie hc sent these gentlemcﬁ 10 brmg you
(0 his House,” he said, nodding "ar:the_elders, -
“But since then He has reconsidered, ‘and_he

~usked us to bring you. this message: ‘| must not

treuble you, Lord: It would be presumptuous of

"meto ask you to come th my hoiise, lek dlone to

' The GOOD NEWS January 1982

- Jesus ralses tho dead

— e

;boy s face.

step under my goof. | am not worthy. Just say
the word and 'my servant will be healed. I know
that the disease he has will be_as obedient 1o, you
as my soldiers are to-me. I tell them to 8o, and
they go! I say to come, and they,come!”’

Jesus was astounded. “Nowhere in Israel
have I foupd such faith!” He exclaimed. Turn-
mg to the group, He told them: ‘Many gentiles
will come from the east and west and sit.down
with Abraham, l?qae and Jacob in the King-
dom of God, but som¥ of the children of Israel
will be on the outside where they Will weep lgwth‘
rcg,rct -Others will grind their teeth in anger.

v He turned back to the officer’s friends. “Go ’

del( to the centurion. His servant will be l\ealed

‘ ']Ubl as he believed.™ *

“Thank you very much, Lord e

- And it was true. The m,rvant vl/as healﬂd

within the hour (Matt. 8: 5. 13, Luke 7:+-10).
Contmumg His (xalxledn mlmstry, JeSuS
traveled to Nain to preach the Gospel there.
With His dlsuplcs and: thmby now normak
crowd trailingbehind, He began the j Journey
As they dpproached the gates'of Nain, g funerdl
process:on was wmdmg its way out to a cemetery

‘A widow followed the bier of her only son, and ™
-mdny of the town’s citizens mourned with-her.
“» Jess waited until they began to pass along

“the road where He had respectfully paused with.',
~ His disciples. Falling into step beside the.weep-.
'ing mother, He touched the bi¢r and signaled
th g who carried it to put it.down. The proces- -
~sion Came fo.a stop.” N e

~ Do cry.” He told- the mother She looked
up to’see avho had spoken, wxped her eyes and
stopped sobbing.

Jesus drew. back the shawl that. covered the.
‘Wake up, young man. Arise!”

though waking from a deep sieeps.the lad

opencli his eyes and lookéd about in hewilder-
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- Symon -

.was embarrassed. Why has this woman, a sinner, come? he
wondercd to himself. If this man Jesus were 4 prophet, He would know
what kind of woman is touchmg Him. Sile is a smner?

i}

. nent. He sat up A cry of awe and fear went up
from' those who were gathered ab t and sey-

eral people screamed. Orte fainted. Yhe. mother
clasped the boy’to her bosom as bappy tears
streamed down her face. )

“He's_g.prophet,” exclaimed one citizen of
Nain. Ood has come. down to earth!” said
another.” e

The details of the miracle swept the country-
side (Luke 7:11-17): '

The ntws that Jesus had miraculously raised
the dead to lifc rcached John the Baptist in a
fortress near the Dead ‘S’ea, where John had
been imprisoned by Herod Amipasj‘%olm sent
two of his disciples to Jesus to ask “Are
you the Messiah — or not"’ (Mau. 11; f 1s,
Luke 7:18- 78)

In response, Jesps instructed John's disciples
to feport to John the miracles they had seen:

The blind received their sight, the lame walked, .

lepcrs were cleansed, the deaf were given “hear-

ing, the dead were. raised and the Gospel was’
- preached. Jesus tried to reassure and encourage
“ John, remmdmg him, “Blessed is he, w@o is ng&._.
roffended in me.

Jesus praised His’cousin, addmg that there

was no man greater. than John, and that Joht%<- came into your house and you provided no

had mmxstered in the ofﬁce of Eluah

oL e R

A woman honors Josua

The Pharisees were influential religious leadt
ers and well known in their'communities. They

not only xmcrpreled the law precisely, but they -
added many traditions that they kept even more -

strictly. Jesus denounced those traditions.
A Pharisee named Simon. asked Jesus to his

. home for-dinfder and Jesus accepted.

As they reclined on a couch at-a table during

' the meal, 2 woman came to Jesus and broke open- =
a box of ointment. With loving hands she began
to smooth the perfunied oil over His feet (Luke

7:36-50). She wept spftly as she knelt beside
LT 5 .
8 oo '

Him, and her tears mingled with the oil. It was
an act of adoration and Jesus did not prevent her
from performing this service of love.

But the host, Simon, was embarrassed. Why
has this woman, a sinner, come? he wondered to
himself. If this man Jesus were 'a prophet, He
would know what kind of woman is touching
Him. She is a sinner!

Simon leaned Tower on an elbow, his head
down. It was too late to order his servants to put

Jllu_mkt — it would éreate too much attention.
Better to pretend to ignore it. He sclected a date
from a dish,and nibbled on it.

‘S:ﬂ‘lon I want to tell you somethmg, Jesus
“said. e

S on looked up. “Tell me, rabbx

here were two men who owed money toa
cartain moneylender One owed him 500
-+ The other owed him dnly 50. Neither of
had the monegito pay him-back so he canceled
- the debts of bolh“athch of. those two men
would love him more?”

1 suppose the one who had the blgger debl
canceled loved him more.”

+ “That is correct.” Jesus. nedded His head.

"~ “Do you see this woman?” He gestured. “1

water for my feet to be washed. She’s washed; -
“my feet with- her tears and dried them with her'
hair. You gave me no kiss in greeting but this

. woman has kissed my feet consldmly ‘and oiled .
them with ointment. Her many sins are’forgiv-
en: She loves much. He whe is forgiven little
will love fittle in return.’

Turning,’ Jésus spoke dxrcctly to her.'“Be-
cause of your faith, your sins are forgiven. Goin  ©
peace.” . . - , .

Giving . His feet a final -kiss, the woman
thanked Him and went out, her face radiant. :

Simon’s face was dark with resentment. As
soon as the meal was qver Jesus excused Hnmw
self and left the house. ©
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. God hates gossip

* something to do wth lying, gossnp—

- don’t know how o efadicate it? Doyou -

Gossm

.blood, An heart that deviseth wicked
imaginations, feet that be swift in

-that speaketh lies. and he that soweth

“thou shalt love thy Tichghbour as thy-
v\clf t am the Lord” (Lev. 19:16- 18).

‘cverywhere stop épreading rumors,

Stopping gossip ‘

reAﬂy warit to change? Smcc BOSSIp is: Do you want
_one of Satan’s tools, you can pnly over- to - have good '’
Come it by-using the tools of Tove God . friends? If so.~
_ gives yau through His Holy Spirit. - then be a guod

. your mind. He will incite you 1o jus- .

_nize your mistakesand repent of your

‘vengeance ts His.

. your brother. Keep your mind con-
" stantly on God-and His Gospel.

The Gospel is good news — gossip
is bad fiews. Idleness often produces
gossip. Therefore: be™so busy doing
what is right ip God’s sight that you

“These six things doth the Lord - -will not have time to be id}e. Replace
hate: yea, seven arg an abomination  gossip with Gospel! :
unto him: A proud look. a lying * + The apostle Paul. in his cprstlc to,
tongue, and hands that shed innocent Titus. tells us how .te overcome “gos-
sip. whatever our age or occupanon

He u,ll.s the older men, “"Be sober.
grave [serious]. temperate. sound in
faith, in charity [love], in patience”
(Tit. 2:2). If older men would follow
this advice. they would never havc
time 10 gossip.

To the older women. Paul writes?
“Likewise, that they be-in behaviour
as becometh holiness. not false accus-
efs, not given to much™wine, teachers
of good things: That they may teach
the young women 1o be sober. to love
their husbands. to love their children,
To be discreet, chaste, kccpcrs at
home, good, obedient to their ‘own

[Continued jrpm pagé 4)
It breaks the ;\snth(ommindmcnt.

runding to mischief: A false witness

discord ameng brethren’, (Prov.: .
6:16-19). ' _
Practically every one of the seven
things mentioned in these verses has »

ing, spreading rumors and 'sowing
discord among the brethren.

God told His people: “Thou shalt
not go-up and down as a talebearer
among thy people: neither shalt thou
stand against the Blood of thy peigh- .
bour: l,am the Lord. Thou shalt not
hate thy brother in thine heart: thou
shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, -
and not suffer sin upon him. Thou shétlt ~
not avelige. nor bear 4ny grudge )
against the children-of thy people. but =

not blasphcmed (vcrscs 3-5).

Those ar¢ not just words. They are
commandments of God. -

To the.young pcople. Paul writes:

“Young men likewise exhgrt to be
sober minded. In all things shewing
thyself-a pattern of good works: in
doctrine shewing uncorruptness,
gravity, sincerity, Sound spccch that
cannot be condemned; that he thatis
of the contrary part may be as‘mmca
havmg no evil thing to say of you"
. " (verses 6-8). - _

1fa we all show ourae!vcs
_ " things. patterns of good

Has gossip become such ap’ - works, there won't be
ingrained habit in your lifé that you “any gmssip in the
Church of God. -

As ‘Gog’s people, His Church, it is
high tim¢ we wake up and obey His™
wmmandmcms sgriously and from®
the heart. It is high time brclhren

seeking vengeance or bearing grudges 1
against cach othcr

n al!‘

. Satan will pug-evil’ thoughts into  friend yourself.
Do you want
other people to. ¥
speak well of
you? Speak

© well of them. .
I you want 1o be
helped. first help g
others. If vou want
brethren in the Church
to be better Christians,
be a better Christian -
yourself.

ufy yourseil, to blame others and
accuse them. God wants you to recog-

»ins. God ¢elly you not to justify yous-
self. not 1o judge others! not to
dccuse. God alone is the Judge and

Get down on, your knees and ask
(red daily to hclp you cxamine your
heart, to help you stop gossiping.

Don't ever say anything that will hurt -
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husbands., that e word of God be

Slmp]e isn’t i¥? The truth is

- always sxmplc. ‘but the' carnal mind

.

makes 1t seem complicated. -

Three simple rules,

Here are three snmpl’ﬂﬁat'

- will help you stop gossip. ,

about anyonc, ask yourself, *

- First, before you repeat anythmg
Do 1
have all the facts?™ If not. what you
say may ,not.be true. You*will be
spreading rumors. God commands
you .to “Prove ‘all things: hold fast
that which 15 good™ (I Thess. 5:21).

Second, before you repeat any-
thing you have #icard about anyone’
ask yourself, “Can | tell this thing in
the presence of the pefson involved?™
If you cannmot, then you should not
tell it in his absenge. In other wdtds,
don t say anything about anyone that
you would not be willing to sa) to
that person’s face.

Christ said that only the merciful
shall obtain mercy (Matt. 5:7). But
how can you be merciful if you
spread ruimors about your neighbor?
Christ also said that the peacemak-
ers shall be cdlled the sons of God

- (verse 9). A gos3iper is not a peace-
. maker.

The third rule is just as simple as

" the first two. After you have obtained

all the facts and after you have ascer- .
tained, in ell honesty, that you can
repeat in the pressnce of the person
involved what you have heard about
him, ask yourself: “Will saying this
do any good? Will it help" Is it reaily
begeficial?™ -

If the answer to #ny of these ques-
tions is no, don’t repeat wha& you
have hgard! O
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| UNPARDONABLE
| ——SIN——

."® s there ever a time when it is too late to ’repcm" /
. - ‘ ® Can you commit (a pamcuiar sin repcatedly and expect to be
. - -~ forgiven by God?
o - . @ Can an unconvertg¢d person commit an unforgwable sin?
E : . @ You've heard about the Christian “backslider”

- grant full repemance to and forgive one who has turned hns back on
God’s way?

o ®Ifa Chrmlan knowmgly censents in his mmd to.commit sin, can -
that sin be forngen"

@ In what two ways can a person commlt the unpardonable §in? -

"® How can'you determine if you have. commmedthc unpardonable
'sm — tht is the one true: test?

f youw're not absolutely sure of all the
answers, it's béen tod long since you've:
. read the vital Booklet, What do you mean — - , -
; . “The Unpardonable Sin”’? Why ot get it s
- out and review it? Orif you've néver read it; ;
g\b\e L why not send today for a free copy? Simply
«-“'M) "~ write to the Good News office at the
\ addrcss nearest you.
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