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! HAT LIES AHEAD, -

in
in

vital to- us
. ~God’s Church,
_ the next very. few years?
- Bible prophecy does not
pmpoml precise date '
" ¢ven the precise year =~ of
forecasted events. '
But there is an- xmportant
" prophecy in Revelation 10.
The apostle John saw, in a
_vision, an angel come with. his
hand lifted to- heaven, saying,
- “There shouid be delay no lon-
‘ger” (verse 6) ®
. Then a voice ' .hcaven'
told John to’take ar"l-%open a
very small book in the hand of
the angel, and';at it.: In "his -
mouth- it was sweet as honey,
but in his stomach very bitter.
Then the voice said to John,

- %heu—mus!—pmphcsy—kpre :

-.or announce} again before
_many peoples, and nations, and

+ : longues. AND KINGS” {yerse
11, Autherized Version).

Now what is the TIME set-
ting of this prophecy? It is
sometime PRIOR to the sound-
'inﬁg'qf the seventh trumpet, at

ich u Christ shall, come.

N

By Herbe}t WA /irmstrong

turbances in the sky. The Laodn-

cean éra of the Church shall rise

' QUT OF, through and in the latter

Persmﬂg i missile lsunch ng'sanmg world hoabies
offer ommaus portents Ior mur J‘ulule i

Time is very short! Heré is what is about to happen.

+
"

« %

when our Work appeared)ta-be
close to finished more than a
decade ago, God held] up world

. events, and | wad commis-

i sioned to nOw go with the

| Kingdom 'message to many

| KINGS, or many nations, speak-’

j ing different languages. .’ -

i That is what, as I now look
.back, | have been doing, cspc—.
cially since 1972. .

Now where are we in the
time sequence of prophecies? |
More and more it- becomes
-apparent that we are right at)
or even very shortly past, the.
event of Revelation 12:7. This

, is ap event in the end time,
aftér the Middle Ages pnctured
- in verse 6. ‘

Verge 7 feveals.a fierce. hat-
tle in Irqvcn Once again Satan

. and his demons havg swooped -

e p&e—al—taek—&ee!—en—Hls throné—

e — one last satanic try. Michael =

" the archangel — same rank as

. former Lucifer, now Satan —
is pictured with his angels
- fighting against -Satan and his’
"demons. As Lucifer and his,
angels tried to invade God’s
throne in* heaven before the
creation of man, so Satan has

.. That is clear in.verse.7.. ‘Also it LS
. followed lmme,dlately by the 3%°
year mnssxon of the: two wxmcsses

Grcat Tnbu!atwn
80 tThe TIME of this. pmphecy is
‘s just shortly before the work of.
. the’ Philadelphia " church -is fin-
_.ished. After that shall come the

Great Tribuldtton, and the. Day of -
the Lord, with supernatural dis-
Y N ) : o -

part of e Great Tnbulatxon

They. shal bﬁ*m it, and turn 10

od out O'f dndduring. it (R:v
oy £

'a.re converned as a resilt of it;

: whzch will open their eyes to the
fz&:k that’” what the Phnlade!ph!a

it, they 'are~_not heeding.
So Revelation 10 shows that

rch proclaims - was true,
although now, while we preciaim.

. made this’

¢ last try to conghér
~ Gob. But Satagp again was to lose °
thns battle, and he and his demons
versr%—%—
This was to ocu? just prior to the
Second Coming of Chyist, the 5
resurrection of saints to salvation 3
and estabhshmg the Kingdom of
God on earth (verse 10).-
" But those of God’s Church are
(ﬂltuued on‘page 21)
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"Gold, a precipus -mineral, pictures well the
precious character God desirés io see created in you.

-
-

quest has excited
passions

{ ‘human i
. ‘more than the pros--

pect of discovering gold in
 some far-off place.

The cry’ "Goid'” has driven
men across-deserts, moyntain’
_ranges, continents and_oceans,

a few to riches and fame,
. many mpre to dasappomtmem

. or death. Explorers have

searched the world for it.
History books teH of dramatic -
N " and irreversible changes brought .
" to entire civilizationis by the dis-
.. covery of gold. Spanish adventur-

o ers plundered the vast:Aztec and

By James P. Lichtenstein

—

'gqld,v The New Jerusalem will be
made of" pure gold and have:

streets of gold (Rev. 21:18,.21).
God told Moses to make many of
the sacred objects of Tabernacle
service of pure gold, and to over-

fay others with it. The candlestick .
. or the Menorah, according to tra-
- dition, weighed at least 66 pounds

of pure gold-(Ex. 25:31-40)."
" David amassed an amazing

100,000 talents (6.6 millidn

pounds) of gold to be used in the
Tempie built by Solomon. The
value gf this stockpnle. more thak

$40 billion in today’s' money, .

challcnges our. imaginations

E (lG’Chmn 22:11-19).

stroyed by. burnmg .-

» -

matenals avaxlablc to use in. -

building character. Three of these
are valuable and wil! last;' three
spare grdinary and readlly de-

“Now if anyone builds on thls .

foundation with gold, silver, pre-

- cious stones, wbod, hay. straw,

each one’s work wili- becomc';

manifest; for the Day will d
it, because it will be rev:
fire; and the fire will test
one’s work, of what sort it js”
(I Cor. 3:12-13). .

The trials and tribulations of

“our physical lives-are. likened to

fire that will' test the chm‘actcr

“each of us is bmldmg
1£.

for exampie scckmg thelr golden
treasures

“From Genésis to Revelatxon '

-the Bible speaks, about gold.

" Christians are told to build- with

it. the Laodiceans to buy it. The
‘New: Jerysalem will be madg of

(it. Gold is the first metal men- -

“tioned in Scripture, and -is
described -as beirig desirable to
men from the éarliest times (Gen.
2:11-12). Abg'aham s great wealth
was

-isgs of gofd. A am's servant
rewarded Rebe
_.ciry when 'sent by his master to
find a suitable wifg far lsaac
(Gen. 13:2, 24:22). .

. God also’ enjots the beaug&cf

say,

with gold jéw-, -

What you can lﬁam from go!d
,you might

=~All well and ghod
“but how do scriptures
speaking abom gond apply to
me?”?

Here is the connccuorr God

pl?turcs the Christian character
we are to build as spiritual gold..

Paul speaks about- building our

. faith in' I Corinthians 3. Jesus -
"Christ - is our foundatiod (verse .

11) and we as Christians are to

tion.
Just as there are différent
‘building materials of widely vary-

ing quality and valuc available to *

a” home builder, a Christian ‘is

represemed as havm,g dufi‘erem _

T wWe—are

- enduring materials — gold, silver ~

and precious stbnts — we shall-

- receive a reward (verse 14).-Any
_Christian who is -lax and builds
- tharacter that is easily shaken or "

destroyed by even small trialg
tests is compared to “ohe

“ A Christian.of high character
and faith.is more valuable to God

-han the best go!d purified by the’
Wtﬂt&mmﬂm founda- Tefimer ¢i Pet b7y &~

‘We must not lose sight aha&
God is building within
Church today His Family to
shage eterpity. with. To Chnsuans
who were seif-satisfied and com-
placent with their own spiritual =

~builds a. house* with perishaie
materials destroyed in fire.

&

i bowd iy [0 /mf;

- January 1934 3
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works, God instructed; “‘I counsel

vou to buy from Me gold refined
in the fire, that you may be rick”.

o (Rev 318).

Let’s consider the properties”
and Guaiil ivies that make gold so -
desirable: 1o learn what zhe§ rep- -
res¢m for"a: Christian striving 10

in charaeter of spmlua] 'gold

Gold is beauts!ul

Goid's soft, . }cl!ou luster and
glow make golid objects attractive.

- Gold bracelets, neckiaces, rings . .In some of the world’s vnhir‘g
" and carrings capture our wvisual = operatiops today. 20 tons of ore
. - atiention with an appeal far above’ mist be processed to vield one
that of ather metals.- There'is ounce of pure gold. In some. .
i nothing qunze so beautiful and  South African mines, such ore is -
: desirable, it seems, as jewelry,and  only found more than two miles
s gy art fdshioned from high-quality = below the earth’s surface..
. ! gold by a skilled craftsman.- Both gold mining and bml«dmg«f valuable’ assets.
: Likewise, a Christian with the’ Christian character take a lot of
e : chamzlcr of spiritual gold stands wogk 1tao succeed. We are
P out from others. A deeply con-  instiiscted: ‘“Therefore, ‘my be-
) ~veried. growing .Christian has a- loved, as you have 5?\‘»‘;:!5,5 obeved,
special dquality of spirit nothing not as in my presence only; but
. else can maich — the inner Rlow  now-much more in my absence,
of. God's Spirit radiating God’s  work out your own salvation with
? character and works always. © - fear and trembling™ (Phil.-2: 2")
. Galdtians' $:22-23 details nine God builds His charactzr in -
. special attributes of such a per-  Christians jus! as He created xbe
. - son: “love. jov. peace. longsuffer- + gold to be mined from the earth,
ing. kindness, goodness. R‘mthfuﬂ- i1 requires effort to acquire both.%
. : ness, gentleness. seif-comtrol.” _ It is mot encugh fo want godiy-
‘, The -more these fruits-of ‘God's \\bharacter You must be willing to
e § Spml abound in our lives, the . Wwork for it with all  vaur being.
_ more golden our characiér be-’ Paul _wriae:, of the effm‘t
+ comes in God™s sight. And make required: “Brethrer, ,do’ not-
. no mistake: This beauty of char,- - coynt myself to have Ippre- .
“ . acter- will make ﬂ» obvious 0 - hended: but one, ahmg § do, for- .
Gthers, tod, that ething spe-  getting those tmn’gs which are .
) cial sets such a CRristiaw apart. behind and readiiog . forward to
» We should wot b tike the those things which are ahed; T
v builder who is‘content to use per-
. s;hab!z; materials just .to get by, - prize of the upwm‘& call of God in
. ? “thinking that our geal is only to . Christ Jesus” (Phri 3 1‘344)
) ‘. “make i into God's I\mg,dom 1
. . Each Christian_must Iabor hard Go'd Is stable -
- "and-long lo develop the very " Gelden art abjcus buricd thou-
. nature and charagier of God —  sands of years ago still have their
. character of pure gﬁ')ld original luster and beauty &vhien:
- . unearthed by the modern’ archae-
A . h does not- 39"“’ °‘§, N mf;sl egucaSure husnters Qnly
- 1 . A It of hard work anfl expense , few strong .acids can spoil ;he
. . e gocs into exlmumg gold from lhe -. lasting. Thwagty of pufe gold.
P R ground, and ihere is pol 3 fotof - irder normaNgiions it will—
L ~ .- gold in the wysld today, Que ¢sti-  not tarnish or rust. - °
T -+ matg#says shatif all the gold ever . Gold's iricorruptibie Aature .
v mineqd ¢guld be-brought into one  picturgs Thristian character at its
, ] “ place, it wgt:ld,ﬁ!ﬂ acube only: 18 - best-We are no} to be led into sin
! yards- on é&ach side. Very likely by the trials and cares of tife, or.

i The ﬁ@ﬂ NEW‘: e

_ more goid has alrcady btén mmed

. by any of‘ the ci;amctcr—dﬁstrey-

from the earth than remains in.

- ever more remote and difficuit
p!aCes 1o reachs
“During the Ca,xfsmua gold.

rush of the 19th ¢entury. miners.

* toiled to ‘collect ah .average of one-
half an ouncg of goid per day of
work. It -was hardly a gea-rch

" quick venture for the . t\prcal

" 4%er? . .
“A§ supplies of gold feft in- xpe
‘ground dumd ie, the etfcn and

cost to acguire the gold increases.

WﬁmﬁWﬁﬁ ‘
press towatd rhe goal for the  and ‘ways. He said, “He who has =" - . ‘

N
ing tempiaziéns everywhere'pres-
ént in Satan’s evil world. God Has
“called us 1o rernain Christians He
can count on to be faithiul and ‘
obedient to Him diways, no“nat- J
ter what corrosive inflyences are .
-at work to eat aw}ay the “urit}‘ ef
"God’s.characier in us. :
+ Paul emphasized this hs t of
- golden character when he wrote,
“Thercfore, my beloved brethren,
be steadfast, immovabié. dways
abounding in the work of the
Lord, knowing that your la%
not in vain in m.c Lord (I Co
15:58). e

Roﬂscts tight

Gold makes surfaces highly .
-reflective: this i anothergof its

“Thin gold leaf has been pmced
on the outer surfaces of mady .
American spacecraft 10 reflect ™
the jntense heat radiation entoun- .
tered in outer space. Without this
protection, the inlerior iempera-,
ture of a craft would rise'dramat-
lcaily arid endanger its contents.

" Gold is added 10 some windaw
glass to reflect the siin’s heat-pro-
ducing #nfrared energy. ‘I this.
way gold lowers: air-conditioning * -
reduirements without significant-
ly reducing the transmission oi’
light through the wmdm»

.. As Chrisgians we .should give
Pack to God and our fellowman
“the same Jove, concern and care

God has given us. Qur goal is to -
become like desus Christ. who in * :-_‘
all ways and at all simes mirrored .

seen Me has seen the F'nhet
(John 149). - - .

We are to shine as lights [m ihfe
power of the Holy Spirit. selting -
a clear example to this d’armnmj .
world of God's way of hfc

A c,r.nﬁsmgn s Rg(llgm L

Pure gold is extremely soff..
“mmilleable gnd ductile. 4 pouné’ of - 6"
pure gold can be drawn into wire
~5o thin it would strefch 00 miles, '
< or it can be behten into-sheets
only three willionths of am inch
thick. 1t would require 3,000 such
.shewts 1o equal the thickness of a
single 37 x §” card. The) are §o
thm the shghkcsa bxeczc b!ows




0 Heat purifies ‘gold
s “Hereisa fa_wmaxmg ch:sracler-

e

them away. and !g}a‘ shnes-

Y thr ough the “goid.

Go”* easily dlloys with other
etals used tg impar} greater

. ba:dnms or<other specific proper-
© ties It is " joy for the: skilled
go’ S'*mh fo use. It is not brittle

itke pottery ¢r glass or hard and -
L'}M&“aaeabk like iron. Gold-can-

_ 'be fashioned as the crafts- P
. man desires. | *-
. God is_ cur

mas!er C!‘ Its

geld. ve‘dc:i \
humble. recep- R
tive 10 His correc-
tion and imstruction
without resisting or 3
: breaking. We are to be
j ‘melded in God's character
for His purpose 10 be fulfilied in
our lives (Rom. 6:13).

o Jesus Christ set such an exam- -

¥ - - - ple for us-to follow: “For I have
: ‘comie down from heaven. %ot to
do My own will, but tHe will of
Him who sent Me™ (John 6:38).

, Gold is a conductor -
Geold ‘is often used in sophisti-
cated imdusirial applications
.. 'wherés a cotrosion-resistant and
i highly reliable electrical ¢onduc-
i tor is required. Where no chances
of failure can be taken, the choice -

4y is gold.

¢t - Christians, t0o. are to°be fail- -
" safe conductors of God's Holy

T

¢ e
BN

the pest in our Christian charac-
- ser. GGold tried in the fire is pure

and refined. When we experience

personal trials, we,should remem-

ber that God is refining us to.
-bring cut the best, the gold of His
- character in us.

Where can you find gold? -
- There &5 a counterfeit gold,
you know. It's calied fool's

ing a treasure of the bright yglow -

metal anywhere. ’
But don’t despair. of riches,

Qur lives and experﬂences are a

‘potential -gold minc Lo yield ri ich

. treasure. God gives us all an-
- . opportunily t¢ become spiritual

billionaires if we are oniy willing
to yield to -Him, overcome and
-put forth some: plain, hard work,
using’ the t00ls of praier,

¥

“Our lives are a potential gold mine to yiéld rich
f treasure. God gives us all an opportunity _

- to become spnrntuai billionaires — we .can nf w
~are only Ml!mg to vield to Hnm and overcome

goid, ‘but in rm}ily it's iron

looks like genuine gold, but it is
only crvstals of a common iron.cre.
If vou domt know the real’
thing, iron pyrite can fool voy. I
remember when [ was shown
fool's gold by a neighbor. boy. We
vwere 6 or 7 years old. and.-my
‘eyes grew Jb.g and 1’ became
excited to see a big crystal of pure
gold. But [ was only being fobled.
"The lesson here is to be careful.
Be sufe thatthe character you are
devaloping is really God's gold
and bt your own coumerfelt Pot
it togthe test. )
Old miners would put the -ore
they discovered to a simple test.
They would bite it! If it were-
really gold. the soft. precious
 metal would yield to their teeth

pyrite. To the. unknowing it -

RS
study, fastmg and -meditation to
extract spiritual Ld from thc

" experiences of hfc
. This gold is éven more valuable

than the metal, which can be lost, -
Swlen or destroved. The time is

oommg when men will realize
there is no lasting Benefit from
secking security and protection
from money and precicus metals.
God alone is our sure pmnder
(Ezek. 7:19).

Bibié

™

-

Remember’ the fesson of the

Laodiceans. They were selfssatis-
fied and did not look to God for

- their heeds and security. They _
, were content with their own char

~ acter and righteousness. They did

not know the danger of spmwa}-

fool’s gold (Rev. 3 14-17).
God 1
“t0 puy from Me goldrefined in

them to pome to Him

Spirit. Ged's Spirit is to flow
*“WW&T&

work Heé hib in mind. *We are
“told, “For it is God who works in:
you both to will and (o do for His
. good’ p!ea:;urc" {Phit. 2: 33) .

{7 . istic of gold: Heat causes gold
‘ compounds to bréak down, yield-
ing the hngm vellow -metal we
- = .are familiar with. Not only does‘
‘ heat remove impurities from the
“metal By, forming slag that ¢an be
skammad’ ofl. thp top. but it alse .
changcs the a:hcmxmﬁ campusmuu
" of gold mmpounds ard " returns
' gold to its pure, metaliic siate.,
God also intends; the heat of
., our tiials and tests to bring out’

and deni. This was gold. If the
ore were really pyrite instead, a
hearty bite might break a taoth!
The Ten Commandments, Je-
-sus Sermon on ‘the Mount and
the list Df\lhe fruits- of God's
Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23) are only a.
few of the many tests we can use
to examine cur character, (o see-
whether or not it is-in full hbarme-
ny with God's Word or _mst some
" worthless subslitute —"our own
_ counterfeit rightecusness.
" Ttis not tho likely that . ;myT

" "us have a real gold mine woder |

our house of. in the backygrd. No.

alchermnist ever succeeded in con- .

" verting base. metals to gold, and
it’s highly improbable that any of
.us will strike it rich by'ﬂi_sccvgrj

)

the fire,” so they could come 6

possess the true gold of God's h
" righteous chivacier that alone -

" 'will endure eaema!iy ‘{verse 18).
The opportumity te gain the
spmwa! wealth God offers to
“those He
whe are willing to put forth the

effort to develop God’s character. .
The rewfird God promiseS is to -

become part of God's special trea-
res, part of His. spmmaﬂ “Tem-

-‘pe(\iaﬂ 3:1617).

calied is there for all -

"

. The gold i there, wamng The -

cn’y “Gold!™ has echoed fm' rhgre
than half a.century now through
“the ministry oﬁHcrb@ﬂ W. Arm-
strong and’ the Wmidmde»
‘Church of Ged. It's up to }su‘
now. G@ and getit! o

s

T ... Jamawlgéé 5




W hy ot
“How ‘can you

s*nOIe fel lo“xs 1 those gisls

‘ wheat gérm!
i+ % - 4 TIt's hard for a single Dc*o:m to -
: ‘much, impact in-the

- To the itdwsands of Ged's
hout mates (Gen.-
barbs are familiar.
2 heard even crucler
[ ts. Just adk thém..
b ‘ _ Sincl Christians — the eligi-
E ; .ble men 'and women in Geod's
%+ Charch — form a large part of
) many congregaiions. Somelimes a
talented. affluemt parl, as well
- Yet so many are jusi pot lving
the abundant life God “intended
_#John 10:10). T R
b Why? ’
- -7 im part it stems from the
L effects updn young and old, mar-
, rieds and singles alike. of the
- changing role of the family in our .
) sotiely. .A growing number are
PR choosing simglehood. marrying
j L ) -Eaxe" i life or. some, not at all.
S owd 10 understand this trend
Gd s calling many 'sin-
~ “.gles into His ChHurch. They are
«~ ..our brethren. They must be
A »undsrsm‘od i”iPwv 13:12).

{
. ) A gmwmg tmnd

. Xlany i@tmrs crcaxe& the “sin-

o pass you 5y? You need some

b

Tas c']’!eat) ¥ as one’

g:es scene’. that h
One.of- the. most.. .
the sad swute of 'mam rmarriages.
especially in the a:"‘mpem Western
world. Y oung teens perkaps
cxperiending & omeﬂ ome situa-
tion. 1f mol actmal abuse,
“Count me oui. If that's
and, famulv ]fe forget 117

AHS’\. rising -affluence mea
t the old ¢ da@e Twercan b

3 .s:}s noi as
nt 5ﬂ a ume when competent -
‘ere pmd “P]] Tcda\'

lafrge ci:»ies .*mw'a m'meﬁr pw

houses.
Then. too. aliernate ‘life-stvhes
blared from the mass media. For

-the past 13 years rarriage has

been eroded, bombarded. subtly
undermined. The singles life-stvile -
has been glamorized. :

No wonder singleheod gained
gtrouz'ud in the past few vears. No
men and womlen e,n@éiﬂw up in
God's Church: Not surprisingly.
however. Because God always has.
had effective servants who were
single. : -

God’s smg!a servants

Remember ? The list is aumaﬂ&g,

»qune lmprcaswe

s oﬁ" the
ip ahe
bel™
Boaz married

The op two membe:
Godhead never marrie
physical sense. Righteo
had “no fammnly.

A 1
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single men
semebkow ssoond-class Cﬁn”»ium
(Acts -10:28). Neitber &re they
fair game. in the Church for-fhe
cbluse, unthinking, @Ju@%ﬁn—
-sults_ that come .shelr way Arom
those swvho feel they must make a
«display of thelr * superc* ™ status
{Phil: 2:3). - :
Actually, many Ch(l»ﬁm are
single ‘for quite honerable rea-
sens} Often, they simply weren't
dmpcﬁ:me: for the first chance that
‘came along! They hzd tap high a

respect for marriage for thgt.

Others hzd the insight to resist
the naive dreams; to which young
people often succumb. This takes
savvy, wisdom, self- d:"f‘upmne

Many-are single because they are
members of smaoller comgrega- T
tions, and the sight opportugities
bave not prese:

"Hdw  many mmruagc ‘problems

w Remember why yeu
ware called

wg"*ﬂn ahi
is cur calling '\Rﬂ: 2:26). :sgmg,v-
kood is mo barrier in helping

G d C}az.rch
a sometimes ¥ <an ¢den be a
3;.»7752
Swpmaaﬁ“’
“He who is mnrwrwﬁﬁ cares

for the ﬂm*ngs that ‘bs:"cnfz: ta the:

As a matier of .

-

‘Gaﬁ. 6.9)4 v

2) Respect your . ‘
fellow singles .
o - T |
o] : gb 1
oT z i3 a |
brother r f

advance

e

Lénd Eow he mily please the owi 3]3 mcmbcr« of Christ’s ¥
Lord™ «\H Cor! 7:32% Why do sig- chdy. but especially ather singles’
gles have this pmemﬁag‘? They (Ceol 3:12-135). —— ‘

u.sua_lﬂy doa’t “believe it, but i
. general mcy reay have =. little
more timé and money on théi
h:mda than the average married
" person. Thev wsually baw:. fewer
binding commitments.

Knowing this, some .energetic
and dedicated simgles zzalously
voluntesr for tasks-that free the
bands of the marrisd leaders in

. the congregatiom. ~

Newsstand cutlets awed moni-

ed themselves. . 'toring; teem activities need chape-
rones; set-up amd a.i:.m#.np CTews

Why? - . , S .
use some ¢f the o "—éi S |

comments and barks surface fr

the critic:

icisrms and evalualicons sie
gle Chnstians. make about each
otker {Gal. $:158). -
Girls decry the slovenhmess,
laziness and selfishness of the fel-
lows: “They dant date. TEE: re
Lnmannered ) Semetimes, .
is s all too true, bdt &
cord can be sowm by tacilessly
telling the raw imm us well as By
relating falsekood (Prov. 6:16,

have resulted when people were

. married after whirlwind court-
" ships at the Feast of Taber-
nacles? .

s

One single wrote: “Abocut sin-
gles da God’s Churck you ‘tan
only say twothingt for certain.
First, we arg single, ang second,’
‘we know Gpd’s truth.” Beyond
that you can’t categorize.”

Of course, categorizing pecple.
runs the risk of judging ihem,
nomeamng God _blazes again

’

(Matt. 7:1-5). True Christians 1rv

to respeet ‘and understand . all,,,:

‘people. Sometimes God ‘lesis our
conversicn on how we. feel about
‘those we regard as bepeath us
(Mais. 5:22).

'S¢ how can smgﬂe Ciumm
8 TheGUODNEWS |

[ N

L

for church socials and services are
always apprecialed; cherales' can
always use talented singers; sporis
events are smappier with compe-
tent reférees, coaches and offi-
ciaks; even bu& lztin boards need
tending and scund systems some-
times requiré a ot of lupping and
bauling. o

Some singles pmnge in zeal-
ously 10 help.

After all, singles are every -bit
_ a3 much a part of the Church as

19). Some of the same gitls |

- refuse dates with “unde e
among” the bachelors. Thay is
thelr .prcug:za;w but be c;sm!’;s]
of violating the pnmmw of
‘Hebrews 2:111

- Bachelors s
many bull
g@’:ﬁ and -
tribuie i3 o

@tm that i's

deacons and evangelisis: “Gad is
, #0 respecier of persons” (Alis
© 30:34, Authorized Vérsion).
Singles, you car heip! Gal to
know the church leaders. Be sl

fu] when yau wolufiteer for 2 job,

and dert crawl Back into fhe
. . -,
- B

“life w set
masg?as an ﬁf&t“
peysonal dendupy.
Goé thunders,
to judge ancther's
ikﬂ‘m j4:45. Levs
' \/Culﬁ'a!i.auﬁ ik,




N FOCUS

o 'Nul)mly pxpuulc(l Ken
and |ul}é\l 1o leave
10 Ged's Churel, | L

v

alwayy been so helpful, = v
Ken built o speaker’ s stand, for
the congrepation, pnymg +for thc

' P ‘ nmlgrmln nm of hm t‘yn pm.kcl a

IsThatAll
- the Thanks I Get?

—— ;'i,_i, ST

monts, and fn)m timé to mnu pivo.

n sermonette, . £
Alter three years of diligent

. % Cservice, Ken was ordained o deu-
’ I'hey hadsboen, members for

sich a long time, and they hud

con. And later, (the Mminister
fo sor muul* think usbout

‘g&ly him a loculelder. -

Foollhg unappreciated

uwu that ‘minister wan
transferred. When

!lc y ul VW-; the lmal lu urrivu
v dor m:krmm and mude sure the,
' _——Mw;w%mmmk

‘the' inother’s room, urgunmng a-

~members and’ helping tchslart a

. anuruh library.

7 Kep's i }julu was pleased on
have suc.h o servidy - coyple. His
cwus o lurge ®reuit — he had
more than two hours of driving
betwegn hi his two chugrches,

,dead the Bymmns.

bue it Ium it guve. the nhmsu,r a

, few minutes to' rwupcrulc after
o+ the drive.

) When the nyinister also lmg;m to

wf&/ on Kcn i)

Junot. served -also, bupuvmm,g :

- dsed clothing service for the‘

Kcn was 1o )

the. new  minister ar-
| rived in the areu, Ken

“and Junet were nutue
rally the firsg, o wel-
come them.
all wis well, But after
u-while Ken' began to
nofice some changes.

The new man Some-

timaes liked to, leud
omgs himself, and he

ulways read the an-
y } prodlul son's broth.r

' ost of us wre Lmnlinr with
"t

nothceinent.
" Some wecks after
hisgurrival the new

minisfer held ¢ meet-

ing o! the leading membdes of his
uungrt,ganun sy npt in Ken's
ah

+ his uwn hiome. Ab the niceting hie
urinounced that he wus muking s
few orgunizutional changes.® .

Ken was ‘thunderstruck. He
hadn’t even been usked! The
Aforiner minister hiad always

talked things: uver with him

- befare’ muking decisions.
Ken und Junet*had a few niore

" The' minister tauglit Ken ' to- + shocks coming, Some ‘of the jobs
that thcy hul haudluj dor yeurs,

. Junet weve hurt,” und bcxan 10
\vnhdruw themselves, -

. Then one Sabbath the ﬁumatpr :
informed Kcn that lic wus replag-
n,ud thc :iflmmnu:-. gng ium s ! m,lg Iczldcr‘ There was

At lirst |

melinHMM{LWT‘
hud {raditiotjully been held, but in’ destitute. But then he repented,

.réully no choice — Kon had: not
really learned to do it properly.
But for Ken it was the lnst straw.
He had had enough. Fis wllc ‘
“shared his bitterness. NE
Ken looked at his wife. “Well
m thut nll the thunky we get,” Kon
akbid, “aficr all e've done?™
cu uml Janet drove awny and
did not come t0 churcl again,
‘Ken aimd Junet ure not’ tHoir
rewd nwmes, But their problem is
reul, Mimy people who seem to be
good, solid, hardworkity -Chufch
mombers have thrown it,ull uw.ly)
in a fit of hurt fm,lmgn ind
4 resentment.
 How about ydu? (‘ouM you, .
even now, be tricked out of, your
cternul reward through pride and
+ hust feelings, beciuse you feel
thut you are not upprct.lntcd?

e story of the pmdmul suil, who
wanted, his inheritunce in ud-
& vufed His greed and impatience

got ‘the better .of him - he

.:w.mi‘ R

und his. luvm; und mercitul father -
srestored him’ to'the family (L ukc'
.15:11-24), The prodigal ‘son’s
wrong attitude is eusy to sec.»
What s not so cusy to discern

is his bru!hcr 8 wrong attitude,
This son had not wasted his -
Tather’s money. He hud stayed
,lmmc, working and serving on the

- Tamily farm. But when the prodi-

gul son wua reinstated, hc bcc,umc

T “It’s not fair,” he reasoned. “l
work hard, I nevegr do anything'c,
wrong, | don’t bring shas§fe on the
houwho!d., and “yet nobody ever

Jlnuury 1984 b

8§

S
celebrations (verise 28) . g

]




thinks of having a feast for mi
My brother ‘wastes His inheri-
tunce, disgraces the fumily name
and then comey cruwling  hack
when he runs out of money.. And
he pets a big purty. Wcll II that's
~all the thanks T get.. 2™ (verses
29-30). -

Humunly' speaking, pu‘lmm
this son had a point. But what he
couldn’t seg was thutzhe was muk-
jug: the same mistako ay his wull-
ful younger brother.

. He wunted his reward now.
Although he didn’t realize it, he
was puttiffy fur too auch impor-
tance on the approval pf men. He
was doing the vight things, but he

 way doing them for the wrong
reasons. When his fugher lavished
attention and lgve on the prodigal
son, the other son's trug attitude

Ceume out. He had completely
minngd the poiit about the r«.wurd

, for lryul service,

Hsfilther {ried wiexpluin this
to hun *Son, you are slwuys with
me, and all that I have iy yours”,
(verse 31).

In vther words, his own Yeward
had not been dis nished: His
inheritance wus s@lt 'intuct! und
hin father still lovéd him. But if
he had persisted iy that frame gf
mind, he would hwe become just
us greedy und shortsighted as his
brother hud been.

o Or us Ken und .lnnct

§ ,been. v

\ u(;oﬁ" tryjna v
) pluu?

d-

v caseof Ken and Junet. Nothing
. the new Lminwtur had done had’
taken uwily From their' reputation
~dr fint record of service, But no
" position herc on carth ‘Should bc

(.onmdcrcd pertianent

B Many of God’s leading: servants o
didn't geem to get much thanks’
for bors. The pror!het:. had

difficult lives, und as far as we
Know, only one ot Christ’s ovigi- -
nal apoﬁl’es died of natural‘causes
x—_'.i_-‘n..a
hardworking scer,ntb wete perse-
" cuted, ndlculed dnd cven mar-
tyr®d for thyir cflorts. :
lf that was “all thé thanks thoy -

got it wasn't worth lt;ﬂul, of

o

ma adonr NEWS .

. gourse, thut‘'was not oll the thanks *
they will get.” - A

Scrvice und sacrilice muyst not

* be pgiven just for a’pat on the back |
and the upproval of othery. “Other+
wise, we are no bettar ‘than the .

Pharisees who did theit worky
before men und this **had their
rewurd” (Mutt. 0:2, 5, 16). 7

rw}mt' they should hgvo ieon

When Ken and™gnet decided
the new minister didn®t appre-

ciate thom, they felt thid justilied

thefr hurt feclings, How clse
could they have renSoned? .
Wells il' they ‘hud had the
phtience and hamility (v try to
prdesstand  the situation, they
could have arpived at M,mel cone

clusions, all of which were befier
gum getting upset and lcuvmg thc:
| .

hrch. Yor ipstuee: ¢
o They could have nuli:cd
“We huyt served fong and hurd.

"Muybe God now wants (o give

uthers the chunce so thut they can
grow, tou,”" With that attitude,
they could have cheerflul)y

. stepped uside, while z.ontin‘uih to
be regdy to”help whei ngeded,

o Ken could hnve‘udi itted:
MMuaybe T was bwlp grw y, und
doing too much. The
leader is mukh better tfian 1 could
_ever be. And peoplé do scem’ to
undexstund - the. unnouncements
bvttoxv

tiwm Ii “Romans 12:3 Paul
“warns that a Chrigtiun should not
Mthink of himself more highly'
“than - he oughl to

to e.lch one i moasure of faith.”

en”und Junet should have

rwlm.d that Chgist does  hot
,. abandon or discard pcople’

Christ’s promist.is thut He will - »

never leuvw us of lorsukc us (Heb, -
13:5) or forgu our’ contributions
(Heb., 6; lq) But fron time to

time, God: suys.. He will prune

.back even His most diligerit and
“profitable servants for their uwn
good ’(John 15:2), )

foh-sgg—Muny-of-God's-iost———F

- straight, he would ham, ‘realized
v that perhaps (md was. “pruni
‘him to¢; prcpurc him: fof greater,

- oppbrtunitres in the futurg.
v'" l-mully, we' mum ummdcr 'ule

new Bong .
when the ministor ruudﬂ..

think, J/bruther cume hoe.
: -—%Lchk Fbaek»mchwswthg—bmfr rsobgnlyfdsimcLhW

posmbnluy thu.t K«.n .md Jum,t
had indeed been the Muum ‘of
prejudice. Maybe the new ninis-
ler was nol ay aware ds he a.lmuld
“hyve been ‘Of their record,”

But even if he new xpmmcr
hiad. ‘been rather unfair’ in his
treatipent of Ken und Jhnet, was

© this-a valid excuse to gt.t upwl

and leave? No! -

Several scriptures and blblu,ul
exanples could have shown them
“how o hangdle thiy sitnawon. For
_stheters, “read® Boclesiastes 104,
I Peter *2:48-21 and the many
exunples ol David® 8 trialy, David
remained loyul even, when ‘bahl
xﬂ'h:mplul {o kill-him!

With patience, hutiility und
prayer for fuvor, Ken aid, Janet
wonld Mentuglly Bave gulmd the

'cunhdcnw of“thew: ,ncwumnwu.r.

This, couple, in spite of their
apparent goud attijudes; had
proven” that they had Been wmen’
plcchrs all along. Sooner or-lpter
. Guod “would have hud m show -
,“them what wus\\ivmng

'

" The resl reward ls coming

Let's not myike this mistake: 41t
is not wrong o, wunt to be uppre-
ciuted, but¢this shoyld" never
-become an’end in n%: [/ Renem-+
7 ber Proverbs -29:26¢ ‘Muny seek .

mun comes frotn the Lord.”
Ken und Junet had np reason to
.. beuve the Chureg, any more thun.”
the‘prodlg.xl son’¥ Brother had uny
feuson to be pset. when' his

c»r_cns&mi‘opy
l‘ccl urluppreciated. :
Those who ure luyul “und
 Tuithful and who ' endure™to the
greatesy thanks anyong could

will welcome them o eternal i
with 'a résounding “Well: dom,.‘

«you gooq and, fuithful servant.”

But Ken and Jasict wijl miss .
thut. They “whinted, tinstead, lhg

. Y- app
they wnlkc“d away from an 0ppur=
Y tunity to-be @ part of the Kmﬁ_; .

“dom. -and _governmignt of Go

\And that 'is all the

gol. O

-_;Lho-ﬂruluru fuvot, but Justice for

end will .one duay receive the

~hope for. yJésus Christ- llumuli/

v

“

Ad there is
guiubwuutﬁupwl_%

Lif soiricthing happens to make you'"




w o] -, the worshipers. One o

U was ‘Samrduy,

M the Subbath. Je-

. - Asus and His disci-
‘ples had entered llw

. Syndgogue in uxdu to.
wership,

L . Jesus noticed o ulp-

o ¢ pled man sitting .unun{;

s | - the ‘man®sthands, terri-
. bly, deformed;, huhg |
: uscless at-his side.
~The man llllllLd and
o pecognized | Jesus! Fhis,
~was the ’Wondcr—workcr
ae ‘fn‘)m Nuzwtth! Synmon-
ingup all his uulmbt. dic

LN

Jumlly and in relation-
bhlpb with other people,

\ “healtl
Ceertain
(Our popular, tru, buok-
et The Seven ~Laws of
bhuc‘u will tell you
more. Nou-. may -have a

ond on keeping

"addiess nearest you.) |

naterial suteess th.u i 4
stike! Properly ku.pmg

tual blessings, tod. ¢,
For example, ln. “om-

lmndxmnl kwpu Tearns:

to'think like God thinks.

ccalled out Lo Jesus: * *Mas-
c “ter! Will you' dieal me?”
' Yhe Pharisces watched ingent-.
R .Iy" W {his their chudce P eet v
n' Mg of Jesus? For weoks they had

— "' "” N . — - -
quu.nons llj(b lhu.u" Abuut

God’s Sabbath — or about’ any
othier of God's laws? |’

Vc.rv hk;ly you hﬂyc.J}v

Heesn hoping to e Josts break’
one of the muny traditions thiat
_ | guvyrnpd Judah’s tivil and reli-
- gious lile.gThen they gonld haul o
‘ - Hint into conrt! Woudd' Jeqd-a heal
R the man? This wduld Break the* ™
L holy Sabbuth o ~(,uud, ‘gecording ™ -
to their interpretation of the law,
The Bible rettes what h.lppt.ncd
1 e “They usked Him, saying, ‘Isit
' “Juwful 1o heal on the Sabbath?’

N - u that they -might accuse Him":

(Matt, 12:10). L e

vaguc Sunduy-school inemorics of
““the Tén. Commandments, few
today know-much about the Cre-
‘ator’s wonderful system’, ofy laws

sand cogmandments., ./

_Thousands; howavcr. are ledrn-

.ing thé tryth about God’s law

through this Good News magi
zing, or othef htcrnturc of thd

are learning that the Jaws of

almighty God a% no antiquated

. . 7 The dtier of the Jaw was clca(/
f [ regirdigg the Subbatlw\ln it yoy

g . . shall do no Work” 20:10).

" But way- divine hx,almg -“work™?.
Dld God consider it work? .©
Havc you ever asked yourself

“.
M .
R , . .
B S U e
/u”“r ST o B i
CR i N .

code of conduet,-Inst
umclﬁ;s immutable: ;principlds
dclwmnﬁngv how' alJ. n;amrc and
socxety operate, ‘' Y
“Are yop dware,)as: mcr ing

- Worldwide Church of Ggd! They

MW%MM}

numbcrs arc.. that your sm:cr;ss on .

the job, ,:m your mnrrmgc and
R e

He begins to dw»lup the
vury character of the Lternal!
.. Ands as he leurns more and mofe

oi God's great plun for mankind, .

rusponmbllmw in lhl. soon-goimn-

*ing government of God on c‘:&\rlh
“depend o' a litge cxtent on - his
. usmg Gud’s law wm,ly luduy

. The kpy‘lp keepihg God's’
- law' proporly , -~

How can yqu rcup these blu,s=

* ings of Go s law?. The ‘answer: -
the law us Jedus,

Learn t
Christ did. Eso leteturn to! ‘that
. tense moment in s) agoguc

Aoy

ahd oven your personal -

ws of God?:

,copy by writing 19, our -

However, jt's not Ju'st' i

Gud's laws brings spici- .

N
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w,_Jesus qumkly purwn{»d the

deadly intént 'of the Pharisces’ §_,

query: “Is it luwfuL 1o hctﬂ on thu
Sabbath?”; Angtred, "He cx-
clmmed

r
I <y

“What man . is theics
‘umong you who has unc shccp, £

; SR Jahugry wea A
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-

und :f it l'ulls into' a pit on the

~ Subbath, will ‘not luy hold of it
Cande ft it out? -Of l}aw much
‘ morm&mlue then is.a man-thun a
* sheep? Therefore it'ls liwful to
~do good on the !subbuth" (Matt.
12:11-12).

Jesus then wmmund(,d the

crippled man, to strotch wut his™
. hund.
unﬁnnw. the misshapes limb
becime perfectly sound!, .
Think back to what U)nst suid
jist bofore this mlmculoua heal-
“ing: "It s lawful to do g(md on
the Subbuth.”. This was+i truly
“monumental um(umm' How s0?
Becuude kere Josuy Christ
peinted to the spirit of the law.

_ Gogl's hwe hayve purpou

* Phis is the vital key to kcepmg
- God's. laws properly: We ‘must
learn 1o rct,ugmzc the spirit ofsthe
law. Thie spirit of the luw means

hind cach law!
¢ the Subbath, for example.
. When (wd blut.m'mu.d the Sub-
w..bmh. B¢ intended it tp be u bless

. would have to happen now »-

Bbfoh the awéstruck .

racéd out dinto the bsu.kyard
.There he syw it - his father’s'
mobil¢ home le.mud af a..crozy

) ungh. .One side of the undercar- -

Frunk gaught his breuth, This *
-the
wiorning of the Subbath! lrunk
knew God's'| forbudu work on
the Subbuth, [
;i However,. Fr dldnt wult

rrage had gollap&cd

-J.nr.%und Fle grubbed his tool kit
an

set 'to work, “After ‘severul

. hours-the damage was repaired.

Frank's ddd, wus wWide-cyed.
He'd bebn skuptmul of his Son’s
new religion, with its “Subbaths™

und “ilol{vDuys * Yot Frunk had
dropped
when Jie badly necded it. On Sat-
‘ ufday — the Sabbuth.,
.~ Thig expgrience made Frank’s,
_ tuither think. He begun to study .

- the Bibje. Ultimutély, h: becume
s ‘convurted and ‘wis b\puzt.d

" God's originul_intent or purposu o
behi

‘Frank knew. the’ splm of the .
’ Sabbnlh law ullowed hipg to' ““do
good™on the bu‘tfuth‘ He\under-
stood the pringjple of the \she
in thogit.” He know what' rcnl

NN -~ 0 rcprc»hxng puusg, -\ emergency was, T herefore’ he

. u cha &oth to recuperite phys-

Cicully and to' draw, cloye, to tht‘:-‘

Lrealor,,m worshxp us well us'in
love for one's fellowmun. Vo sce
‘what you may huve been miissing,
write fdr our free booklet ‘Which
Day Is the Christiah Sabbath?) .

Jesus knew thewgpirit  of -the
Subbath . wmmunmﬁgm\ There:
fore He knew that the splis’ see- -

ond of divine cllmt mvulvcd m
_ he ]

Ahis Holy Duy
Beoouse

the. divine® fhrfpose behind the

Sabbath, the crippled wa;ﬂhxper’

[ Was frecd.of hiy burden. He expe-

ritnced 4 blgssing he'd scarcely
“dared to dréam, of, bcohubc Jesus -

“recognized the splrnt ql the law."

" God's law - always -becomes a

blessmg to those who! recognize

-'the spirit of-the luw. This applies’ -

fo the 20th century as well as the
~first

“* illustrates this: .
- The old man r, rgn brcuthlcasly
" mto the housé.) “Frank,
guick!” "he gasped. "quok what
-p @d"' . PRITEN

His son Fr&nk {v:aped up and :

maoouuﬁws o

esus’ mmght into’

Howin; Hrue—stor—y—-—ﬁ-.—Woe—m—

como |

went ahead and repiired the'trail-
er ‘undercagriage. Thus he hélped:
. puve thc%mwtrd Jhis father's
gonversion. What. a terrl
- of pcrcewmg tHc *eipmt
law! -

Minlstars ot the wpirit -

On the other Hung, ignoring
the _spirit of the luy cai” have
A devm'f.mng résu ts.

p‘, v

vt ¥ o

“They only had cyes’ lor the po;v

+ called letter of the luw, the exuct,
.wording human servants of God
hud uécd na.wmmg down God'y-
‘ diviné inStructions. They ‘were
" therefore more concetned with o
doétrinal lcchmcuhty then . with
ending fhe miséry of‘a, suﬂcrmg
human ing.
Jeyus said of theni: “”l hey bind °
“heavy burdens, hurd Lo bear, arld
lay tl(lcm on, men s shoulders

‘uwus hypocntcs' For'Jou , ..
“have neglected the welghuer mate,
terd of the law: justice and mercy
< and faith” (Matt. 23:4, 23).

Part of Josus’ divine commise
slbn was w pumt (m that God’y -

erything % help him *

Inws \ycri! more thun there rituals:
“Do.no ink thm I came .to
“destroy, Law ... 1 did not

l‘/

come to dewtruy but to fulfili” -

(Matt. §:17). ¢
dosus wanted ‘to {ulfill,

uspect to the law than \umrlwhnl‘
guidelinds of conduct bused upon:

_ unalysis of precise spelling,-word-

ing and phrasing. He pomu,d 10

" the spirit “of the luw! -

Christ unJ)husucd the impor-
tance of the spirit of #he law to
- His disciples.
“[God} hath made us able minis:
ters of* the new testamgnt; not of
tho letter, but of~the spirjt"
(11 Cor. 3:6, Aulhunmd Vers
sion). - . "

The up«mlh.s du.xdgd nmtu,r:,

of doctrine as well us questions

rcgurdmg (‘f]rmlpn cohduct only
- ufter carefully cohsidering the
spirit_of the law. Jhis was, of
. course, purtlcularl nécessyry in
cuges such b the question of cire
cummmt\ where - there wits no
letter of the law applymg dlrectly‘
to the, cuse in: pmnt

The same uppligs to God's .
Churth- t.cufuy Christ's dpostle,

result ' - Herbere W, Armmrong. and the
£, the + other true’ ministers: of Jesul

Christ ‘buse dcc:smnm regurding

doctring und conduc.t on thc upmt‘

of the law.

Christiuns rwlm. tSrs whon -

‘there is .oceusionally ndrspecific

or fill -
full, the missing ‘dimension in the. -
con;prehummn of tlw law. llw
showed thire” was a weightio

Paul Jater wrutc.’ .

letter of the law amsmmtu} witha

ew Chlre
Dcspllc: His bmplﬁmb yt the.

spirit of the luw, Chrjsy, cositifiucd . ]

to -gpbgld the letter us well. He.
“¢tlearly, stated,. *Till heaven and’
curth

t’hc Taw, till gll is fulfilled”” (Mutt )

, s 18).. Here Jcsw,ls referred to the |
" very punctuation and: pronunua— .
wrlt-

~tion mirks contamcd in th
< ten law! | T .
-Yet most plodern thcology dlb—

Mm_,écms—ehmx

upmt One extreime is as Ead us
“the othgr, though The Christidn
needs. both the 'written letter of
the law as well as the" splm’ in
ordu' toseep it_properly. v -

,9 We ﬁnd lhc lottcr of(dm law. .

uss awdy, ofte jo one’ S
will by- no mecuns m o I




..the written Word of God, in our
Bibles. _Yet we have clearly seen
how vital. it is 10"rccogmls;._!.h&-
spirit of the law. So how can wc
Icarn ta rc?ogmze it?

Recognlze the. -
gpirit of the las

~Realize this, first: Without thé\
‘direct- help of alm;ghly »God, not
one of us could ‘truly grasp the
- spirit of the law. We read, *The
natural man does, not receive the
things of tke Spir’it" (i Cor,
2:14). P

Therefore, Goci grants those " appligd God’s laws. Most impor- .

He is calling insight through His
‘'own Holy Spirit: “Now we rhave
received . . . the spirit which is’of
God:  that w¢ might know the
- things that are freely given to us

‘of God™ (verse, 12, AV). MofTatt
. translates I Corinthians:2:15 this
' ~“The spiritu:ﬂ ‘man.. . can
the meamng of everyL

% -
S

Th Blblc recdrds that King
David perceived the dlv;nc\jnean~
ing in God's Jaw. For edmple,
David was abic to see¢ past the
letter of the sacrificial law to the
splrlt beyond it:-

“You™ [God] do. n@( de-hght in
burnt offering: The sacrifices of
God arg a broken kpirit, a broken
" and a contrite heart — these, O
. God, You will, not dcspxsﬁ" (Ps:_
© 51:16-17). '

David recogmzcd ‘that the sac- -
rificial system was not an end in
- itself. Insiead, it was to help the

lsraclﬂgs_akg_up_m the high cost-

u‘ﬁdcrstanding than all thy teach-"

ers, fot Your testimionies are my
‘me'ditation ™ (Ps. 119!99).

. Ask yoursellf,
make\thls law 2" Or, in the case«of
a fiew Church ruling, “Why did,,
God inspire His ministry to make
this ‘dccmon"“ Realize from the

‘Onscl that God’s mind- — not -

man’g— conceived the ruling.
Seck to determme how the law
“fits into God's great program to
develop His character in us.

" Study the Bible t6 see how
men like David understood and

tant, look -at Jesus Christ’s exam-

‘ple. Do thg gospel accounts’throw .

light on the spirit of the particu-
" lar law- you. are concerngd with?

Don’t lose heart if you are still
somewhat unfamlllar with using

. Worldwide Church of, God are
designed 1o help you study God’s
Word dnd ‘get answers to your
personal questions. Likewise, the
ministry of the Church is willing
and able to help you' lcarn how to

keep God’s laws.

Second. Pray for insight

Spiritually speaking, human
bemgs have a restricted field of
vision. Aék God to widen yours,
Pmy for’ God~ to grant you insight
into the spirit of His law. -

- I*Dav@;t’:onslantly spoke with

thc Eternal about ‘God’s_laws. He

implored: “Teach me, O Lord,
tde way of Your statutcs, and 1
shall keep it to:the end.

“Why did God

ive me -

v

in this life (Paul com.ludcd At '

prcsent we only see the baffling
reflections-in a. mirror, but then
[when we aré born into Gods .

‘Family'in the resurrection] it will =~

- be face to -face; at present.l-am
learning bit’ by bit, but then 1~
‘shall understand, as afl aiéng 1
hale mfysell becn undcrstoad" ‘

(I Cor. 13:12, Moffatt). .
Mr. Armstrong lid_no g'-_
diately: receive fult & ¢chen-

sion of God's Holy Day lawsy, for
example. Nevertheless, he and his
wife, all by themselves, proceeded
to-obey those laws for seven long
“years.. In responsc to' thcir
unquestioning obedience, God
gradually cxnandcd their compre-
hension. Mr. Armstrong came to

. “recognize that the ;Holy Days .
+ reveal God’s fanldsllg
"t the Bible. The publications of the .

plan for™

" mankind. (Have  yoy® read Mrs

" Armstrong’s book-leAgth expla-

nation of this foundational {ruth,
The Incredible Human ten- :
tial? If not, wmé in for your free
copy.)

. Experience shows that God
grants the great gift of spmtual

insight only after He has evidence "

that we will obey Him even in the
abscnce of insight.- As "David

. wrotg; “A good un&crstandmgv

h all those who do His co

. mandments” (Ps. 111:10). Often,

full understanding of God's laws
comes only after we begm to keep
them.
A key to spiritual growth

“To grow spiritually, we musg

of sinning — and to stopsmmng
David: knew the, source of his
“insight.” He plcadcd with God ~
during one crisis in his life, “Do .
.. not take Your Holy Spirit from_
‘me” {verse 11).” Without God’s
- Spirit, David would 'have 'bedn as
‘spiritually blmd as the rest. of
. Israel. : o
David’s. wrmngs also’ show
what he did to acgivatc the spiri-
“‘lual msnght God ered through

thmgs we -must do in order to
grasp the splnt of thc law.’

First- Medltate and smdy

Set aside time to think dgeply
" about gach of God’s laws. David

\

did. He ‘wrot_e, *1 have more °

understzmdmg, ‘and: I shall keep

Your law; indegd, 1 shall observe
A )

it with-my whole heart” (verses

33-34).

Remember lhat only lf we are
really serious in dcsm‘ng this
insight will God glve it to us.
"Third: Qbey the |aw

3

. What if we meditate and, pray,\ i

and still do: not immediately per-

. ceive th@5pirit of the law? May

)

leam to -discern the ‘spirit of
God’s law. This_ is”vital, if we
-want to keep the letter of the law
meaningfully and joyfully.

- So remembeér: Study each law
and meditate on it, then pray for
comprehension through the Holy
. Spirit and, finally, obey!- Thus.
shall God’s law truly become for
you a “law of liberty,” as James
put u (Jas. 1:2§, 2:12). : .

Doén't forget: James had’ proba-

_dclny_gur_obggmng_q,unyl fu]l bly_mmees&jhat healing in ‘the

. comprehcnsmn comes?. - -
Did- David. ever ‘delay in obey-

mg‘7 Notlcc verse 60: *'I made -

haste, and did not dclay to keep .
Your commandments.” - *
God did not promise us cgm-

plete comprehension of the truth

-synagogue. He had seerd a crip-
pqu man Jdiberated from his suf-
fering. The law of the. Sabbath

had’ become a.law of liberty for

the cripple, and all bedBuse the
ne who healed him grasped the
xr!t of the: !aw' p
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o Rschool bell, signaling”
vacation’s end. ‘
[ -Fhe 1mportam, much-antic-
" ipated event is now. a reality. *

steps away from home. He has

entered the new reaﬂm of
school.

<+ If the truth were known

Mother and Father are ‘probably +

" more anxnous than thelr new stu-

dent!

MAlother has mwardlv iooked
forward to. and yet g‘ireaded this
. day; for with it comes a new expe-*
rience for her.-Her baby will now |
be .in the hands of another ‘for
many hours of the day. Her child -
~ will get 14 know — and love —
this new personalm’. in his life,

. and Mother will i"lear statements
such as **Buil Mrs. So-and-so said

“Your child has taken huslfwst .

) You can greally promote your child’s "
e ea’ucatwn if you wzll follow these szmple pnnczples.

By uDan

any feelmgs of )ealousy as mmr

child’ speakf’”ﬁ'ghly of this new
- perso?ahty in his hfe the teacher, °

for it'is with and by this love lhat
a child thrives in school. (‘
_ After all, isn a good educaugn‘

what you have been attempting to

.give your chiid &urmg ‘the pre-
* wchool .years? ‘

+ In my expenence @ a teacher,

1 have found that a child does ~

besa who has a love for his teach:
Love causes ong to want to-
pkase the one loved. This mutual
love and 'enceuragemem between
_-teacher and.--student makes” for "
tremendqus acddemic - strides.’
'Don’t hinder it. Look how.pleased »

the teacher is as she beams at the :

child’s good work! .
Alas, some parerits unwmmgiy
damage the relationship between.

- the teacher and their chiid. How?

By resenting assignments a child

Yo do it tHis, way! ~
. Also.if he;is the onlyor young?

esl‘-Lhrld Afother. m!l now be

alone for the first time, m years.,

The parenls responsiblhty

_But is the pagents’ responsnbalu-
t& for their child’s education fin-
tshed. when the chsm ‘enters
school _.‘\Xo' - vl .
~ Both , Mother . anﬁ Father
- -should realize that going to school -
- *is a step of growth in their CThild’s

C. Bpgdanchlk .

. security. A harmon{ops positive

. be 'perfectly competem and._sin-

" derstood or shirked their respon-

umﬁed and tley blossom in (h:s_

velatnonshnp between studeni and
teacher is essential in education.
. Of course, the unhappy- fact is |
» that many of the educatxona? Sys-
tems of this world do not provnde\'
satisfactory environments for'
learning. Unfortunately, while
the vast majority of teachers may

cgrciy interested. in giving - your
.chlld the best-edication possible,
some, few teachers have misun-

sibilities in various ways.

4th this in mind, you should
" éngourage your child to obey and -
cooperate’ with his. leacher ‘and
yet you should always be alert to
negative. s;gna]s your child gwes
you about his "schooling: Sad 0.
say, in some few cases teachers. .
may be “off the track™ and can

may work on gk 1o fome. T he—pirem

may say: “She:wants you to do .n

that way? 1 know another way,’
Fine. There are many ways 1o

do many . things, and parents '

shopld tell their child so, but he
_has been given an assignment. He -

" wants to please his “boss:™ (How .

* does Father carry out his supervi-
SOr’s mslmcuons")

Encourage your child to com-
plete ‘assignments-as he ‘has been
directed. Back up the teacher’s.

. be surprised.

“harm your child and, 1 TESE
_ extreme situations, you may have .
to. m\esngaw angd act to aﬂevaﬁe .
the probleng T K3
Occaslonally both }our child o
-‘.and you may have to sacrifice -
time tosee a jOb through. but that.
is not bad — it’s developing char- -
“acter for other life situations.
-Educagion is not alway¥ an easy .
pracess — it often takes piam,
“hard work. Expect this aﬂd dothot |,

Tife — a step all the family shoald
be lakmg togetheP. They shoufd
be encouraging their child to lopk
forward to this new ventuye, and

school. .
Parents s‘hox.’,ld iry to put aside ° P

The GOOD NEWS

T un;nu”w-*

e

i
i
|
|
i
1
|
]

~“mnstructions with- your supporl_.

~should- support «him and his -

Ofteﬁ giving the child “anoth-
er way” to do it is confusing to
him. Children are not capable of|
making mtelhgenl decisions with-

". out guidance. ThHey feel more

-secure when home and schicol are

«

. When thc opposile appmac&i iSa,
taken at home, it is reflected in

the .child’s attitude -toward his -
work the very -next day. He :
doesn’t put his -full jnterest into -
it. Why should be? Daddy

doesnt agree w‘uh the teacher™
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* . how fc';ﬁr_child has done at. schéﬁl " is and h4ve him do the"ex-amme OoF . |

that day. Through them you can. probiem over. Then he could give- -

‘way. He may*have heard other

nepative comments about sthe

teacher, too. Academic problems
now appear, dnd they may’accel-'*
. erate rapxdly > .

© Take an active interest
Parents should takc .an_ active

¢tlassroom, be .all the education . the word sevgral times, then ask, -

5€C wliere You need 10 give your ine Cﬂlld afew more pmblcms o

" . child more practice '@nd encour-' - the same type. S ,
agement.. . For instance, if the chlld makes - .

Don't let the hours spent in'the _speiling, mistakes, have him write - -

vour child feceives. Your respon-  him tospellit out loud: Whenthe: .,
sxblhtv has not ended. It contin-  <child returns to class, he'll be bn' - .
ues, — and grows‘ You must con--  top of that situation.

- stantly " ‘be- aware. of  how your: . *“Where will we get the time to. ~

child’is doing. Educalion riust be  do that?” parents may ask. v‘And

“interest in all assignments and

papers children bring ‘home.
These assignments are your win-
Alassroom — the
iGpous ‘link between
: home.

What' these papcrs reflect ns

>

ot

- a cogperative veniure. between  is that our re:.ponsnbxhlv"" é .
© parents and teachers — home and - = Well, parents should be spend- $
. school. How many parems ‘em- ing time with their children inthe 5
. mgly Torget this! - gvemings. Is a few. minules spenty
" " How gratifying it is ao a tcach~ ~ on educatmnaf puriuits too much £
“er — -and how advamageous w  to ask? Isn’t éducadon for life? 2
your child’'s growth — when a . ‘Wlthout parental involvement,
parent reviews-his child's papérs. - a child is’ prone 10 start a deadiy

The -parent should spot at a - downill slide.
giance what the child’s difficulty = "When & chnld must,be correct

lll‘m!" 11
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ed, correction should be Ufrcrcd’
in as pleasant a manner gs pOSSl—'

ble, though the child should be
made to- understand the senous«

. ness of the situation.. ‘
Don’t jump on your child in.
. your vanity and ask, “‘How could *
. you make such a silly mistake?” -
lovingly show him-how .

Instead,

to correct it.
o

_ Present work as ‘enjoyable

children together, not

© your. child?
~good idea of how he s doing.

‘general questiony.

d:d grow in. favor with both God
R and, man _ .

Follow your child 8 progress

If ‘you "cgularl) work with
you will "have a fairly

Then, when Jou do converse

with his teacher — and you
- should do so regularly, especially
 durin
“catjo

the carly years of his edu-
op’t have to ask
You can be

‘him to do h

r‘physica;!ly. Learn the difference

between helping and doing. -
Have a2 qujet, well- 11' corner for
gwork in, or a desk
and lamp in As room if possible.
He can keep hjs work orga-

_.nized and perhaps file his papers

according to, date in a box or
drawer. Thitfis, useful education
in- orgamzauo/dunng his early
years, and 2z fine way to see his
growth over time. It can also
minimizc report card surprises.

If yvour chifd@ uses the

o School should brmg parents
pul '

them apart. How sor-

rowfhl it is to hear (and L
have heard), “You'll losc
your child when he starts
school.” ¢

This. should not and.need -
not be. Now you and your |
child; if anything, have even
more to work on
together. It is a won--
derful challenge and
opportunity.

Education should
_be given high priori-
ty in the family. It
should not, be pre-
sented as a distaste-
ful task a child must
participate in out of
dul), but as an
exciting, enjoyable
. purpose of life.

Another impor-.
tant part of your
child’s experience in
- school will be learn-
ing to cope with
.other children on his’

Educauon should
-be -a priority in the

g family. It should |
" nog be presented

¢ as-distasteful,
but rather as an
‘exciting, joyous

purpose of sze. )

_kitchen tabie as his desk. do-
see that it is wiped first. Too
many papers cach morning
are handed in looking like
used dinner napkins or ser-
Yiettes. This ‘lowers the

_pridgsa child takes in his

i

work. ' s

" Teach concantrétidn

. Concentration is one of
the most important skills a°
child can develop. Have

_ your child work on remem-
bering the teacher’s instruc-

explain what you haven't
.heard. Have him déliver all
smessages ,to you faithfully.

e

more specific.
You - can
then say: “He
seems to be, .
doing better
in-math (or.
spelling of ge-

~4 He will. most times, and
- . quite accurately, if you have
been diligent in his preschool

tions, «not expecting you to

years. ' .

Do allow' for errors, but-.
encoiirage and lovingly praise a

", message correctly and completely
brought home. This .is part of
training to listen.

[]

age level, After all,
"~ won’t e be working

with like lndlvlduals at a !ater _f

_ tigie in"'God's plan?
" Working with other ch;ldrgn

ing him from learning to cope is’
not a help.to him, but a potcmlal

hindrance. That’s why mixing on .‘

" a social level is an |mpomani paﬂ
* of his education. .
This is why you should have

“ography or
penmanship),

Vaccordmg to his papers -Are there
- other areas we haven’t noticed in .
which we can help hnm at
helps to train him — helps himto - ¢
- become balanced socially. Shield--

home?”
This shous -you have been

“watching his' progress and want it

to continue. What .an ad?amage
this child has! .
But be careful, Hel;‘nng doesn’t

* mean doing. Have- your. child
-~,work ‘independently after you

~ In this regard, have\hlm
remember his school bag, lurich
box and jacket or sweater. Using

the lost-and-found serviee should

be an infrequent necessity if good:

’prcschooi"a,nd tarly school train-
_ing has been -done” by parents.

Have him jremember what \he
takes to schoo! daily, and to.

“return the same. When your child

finishes his homework, h.ave ‘him
place all his books and material i

-his school bag and put it, closed.

16

daily discussions with’ .your child:

. You should help hlm in his -

approach to others — "show’ hlm
how te mix with ‘peers while, at

the same time, not diminishing’

- from the godly. principles you are
teaching him. He shonld as Jesus

\The GOOD NEWS

» help.- Do not do his assignments

for him. He'll be lacking for vou'.
‘at his vight hand and will ﬁoun-‘

der at school in your absence.
Besides, doing his work for him

_ helps him as much intellectually
. as eating his food for him d@ey

by the door he’ll be exnnng"

through in the morning. -
What an organized home is

. reflected in homework coming in

each day without fail. .and how'it
saves a parent having.to make an
extra trip, wasting time and ener-

coal

R




gv, to deliver a bag‘:or iunch’ left
because of ir:cspcnsibiii%y!

Of course, all of us forget on
oceasion, but we're 'au."zg about
the ruje, not the exception.

"% Keep reading 1o vour chi 1d
before bedtime. Often, at bed-
time, in the warmth and secaurity
of family love, otter details of the.
day hot mentioned .or remem-
bered earlier spill forth, helping

. the parent see where he can help,

. his chiid cope with life and over-

COT de‘?c;.“ spots. ‘

?\S; this information judxcsous-
ly amd lovingly, for it flows from
the heart in confidence 1o his par-
ents. Don't"abuse it or your child

will learn not 1o confide in you. .

Encourage steady
attendance

aily school attendamce shou!d
cncouraged Do not let your
child gét away with feigned sick-
£95 OF prowﬂc excuses for him.
Each day is important- Genmg
Behind “is discouraging and frus-
‘. trating to a child, and disrupts the
> progress of the rest of the class.
Have your child ask the teachgr

for.work the class has done. when

he was absent.

Also, have you ever- wondcf@d
what happens at school when chil-
dren are"instructed by. thenr par-
ems “Tell vour teacher’ to send

~

you' ‘home if you don't feel well™?

In numerdus cases, from minute
one the child asks,.every few rﬁm-
» uies: to go homie. -

"I Sour child ‘is ill, -keep hlm

O oL put
idea m hls mlnd After all,

‘reasons, it is easter at home. than ]

working here, and Mother doesn’t
mmd if 1 come home.
R{:membes

the school will tontact yous, 3

How much sleep shoulid: a

voung pupil have? Far teo many
. are sent to school with far too few .

hours of it! They are hard to stir -

1o action during the first hours of -

oot and Wwilt after tumch-
Do your children get sufficient .

sleep’ every wpight? Commg (1]
school half asicep results in spouy
learning.

An attentive :md dnhgem child: -

should have far less difficulty

f a child gen-
uinely becomes il during the day, -

- . . ? - o - ) 0y o
obtaining days off “to keép God’s . -

Feaste sthan 2 lazy, disobedient

ehiid who, becouse of his and his

pagents’ actiens, is aiready benind

others in the class.

. . w

A light in hiy school

- 1]
Tegeh your <i®.d thai we have

_pnccu.ss knowliedge that %o one.
_-else in s 'sckool has at this time.

Explain to him How his good

» wogkshoes ihe teacher what 'God

says a child atlendmg His Church
shouid do. T

is by showing’ the teacher what
good work he can do.
Be sure, however, to make your

» child understard that he should

not preach to classmiates or think
he is belter than “others. This will
only arouse other students and
teachers.alike against.him. Teach
him that he should rather let his

“good example represent his reli-
" gious beliefs. .- %

When Holy Days occur lelﬂ
wxour child that God indeed says
we must. take these days off, but

that vou will talk to the teachef .

politely to arrange it. Heve the

“teacher prepare work for your

child to do while away.
Reassure your*child that when

he returns, his teacher. will be.
. ?leased 10 see him and his beauti.

fully completed work ‘(and per-_
haps a specia! report on the trip,”

. accompanied with post cards,

mementos, maps and souvenirs to

© . show to the class). -

Upon your return,. encourage

mt—wrmmm ifhe missed

.anythmg, glsg and .to do it that

_evening and the next. What 4 fine

example he’ll be!

" But if a chil d, as a maner of
course, has a’ lazy, disobedient
attitude toward his work, a‘teach-

- er naturally wiil be distressed at

his taking time off.. -
Havmg msluNed gocod work
bits in your child -before he

starts. attending school will- be a

big pﬁus in his faw;’)r when you

“tions, such as do mvoﬂvemem in.
worldly hohda,) observances. .
With a ‘reputation of work
quickly and wmpieici) done, ask-
ing for days. off for Feast atten-
dance becomes easier. Children

teacher
child deé¢

" Homework
1 him what 2 wan-
derful helpey a{God's Church he ~

f God’s .
iights in their schools. - '

But can’ vou imagine what
impressio:; of God’s Chureh a
eceives when a suyrly
aftds timg off and then
comes bask with work unfinished’
or care!cssn' done? T"ﬁs 's"‘ou}d

be the case.

‘s& vourself: Is )our child’s~

% work always completed, no mat-

ter uhcw"dunrg the school vear?
1s”an
opportunity for a child $charac-
ter development. ST
Unfortunately, <of course, no
“matter how polite you, are or how

cople then shing as &

nmpo’raana )

diligent vour child is about his N

work, your child snay still occa-
siomally have -a teacher who
expresses a negative attitude

. toward ' him . simply because of
- religious bigotry.

You will need to help your

" child understand thap, While

God’s way is best, not everyone in
the world knows this now. If such
a situation youwill need'to do all
. you can to éncourage your chiid

"and focus his mind ¢én the won- -

derful world tomorrow.
- A child should not go to school
speaking negatively of it."no mat-

. ter what. This is disheartening to

his teachers and. contagi
suggestion, to his clg
Education should'be !

Show posmve invi ,
. est in your child’s éducation. Be

~ presént at school functions, pér- |

formances and dward- éer%nies y

i which your child”is 1f¥6ved:
Don’t miss an open houw “and
when you are there, takéa ‘sint

‘cere, dctive interest. ipn your. -°
.child’s work and displays. Give

him the praise and encourage-
ment he needs

Don’t mmumnze the’ par& the
home serves in your child’s edu-
cation. Help your child achieve
hlS highest potentiall D -

Joan C. Bogdanchsk has

’s

taught at lhe ‘elementary level in.
Bothk public and private schools.
She taught at Imperial Schools

in Bricket Wood, England, from

1970 to 1976 and'is @ member of -
the facubty at lmpenal Schoo!c
in Pasaedeira, Calif.

- ‘
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'm*——’——mnncwr*mmt
‘ others dre fighting a lifelong bat-
- tle against drug addnctron, emo- -

~

.

Have You EverAsked— T
. Why Doesn't .
Do Somethmg? B

Are you going through your
‘shagiow of death” !Ps: 23:44?:Don
cares 5 upon God wh@—allows trials for our goOd -

Go,

‘trial. Nothing™ seems
to be going. right. You
-ask, “"Why me?”
thinking: I'm the only

Christian fighting this

problem. No one else is
plagued by this affliction.

Most of your friends don’t
seem to be concerned. And .

those who try to help aren’t
helping.

“Oh, God,” you cry out, ‘why
don’t you do somethmg""

E\en Christian will face this
sitpation sooner or laterSAll of us
will suffer sore trials in our lives.

" For some, it is a health problem.

For others, it could be an eco-

tional depression or a major char-
acter weakness. Maybe your
grca&esl trial is the jack of career
advancemgni.

Onc common guestion surfaccs

- ‘durmg a: p:rsonal spiritnal strug— -

gle: “What did | do ve*deserve all
this?" That question is_usually -
- followed by: “No 0“8708]’&5 Even
God doesna seem 1o notice .my

A . ——

ou’re battling a sore

You’re;

=Sttt 4 rMdewrhkm

By :’e er F. Grainger -,

tions are not \u'ni\que:' isolated
~ cases (I Pet. 5:9). .
‘All tace trials - -

The way 10 .the 'Kingdom of
- God is strewn with hardships and
- obstacles. ““We 'must through

" many tribuiations enter the king-

dom of God.” wrote the apostle
Paul (Acts 14:22).." Many are the
afflictions of the righteous,”
promised David (Ps. 34:19).

- Throughout history, God's

foyal, obedient servants have suf-
fered personal crises and hard
trials in their lines of duty.
Jeremiah wrote: “I aim the man
who has seen affliction by the rod
of His wrath. . . .
and shout, He shuts -out my
rayer. ... My enemies without

i)ll’d' (Lam. 3:1, 8, 52). . -
: Notice the psalmvist’s words:

““In the day of my trouble I'*
.will He be

sought the Lord.
favorable no more" Has His mer-
cy ceased forever?... Has God
forgotien to be grgcnous"" (Ps.
27:2, 7-9).

Jokin the Bapust bcgan to’
.doubt when in prison: “*And John,
" ¢alling two of his disciples to him,
sent them (0 Jesus, saying, "Are

W i’uen we wxce &hesc Rhoughis
d ing a sire trial, we are experi-
encing doubts and questions that
all of God’s servants down

" through_history- have endun:%at'
b

one time or another. Qur tribula-

18 . The GOOD NEWS

You the Coming One, or “do we
look for anolher"' " (Luke
7:19).

Yes, some of God’s 'greaaest

. servants became impatient while
enduring difficult trials. Some

temporarily -lost faith and began

own ‘valley of the,
¢) despazr’ Cast all your
ﬁ" -
‘qucsuonm‘g their heavenly Fa~ 4

Even when lcry

_ To test our conversion

ther's love.

None of us are so smali or 5o
~ great that wec are exempt from ’
" having to learn the !esson that the -

“times” and “seasons™ are in the
“hands of our God (Acts 17),,"'_‘b g
whether He is dealing with a -
major world .event ¢ our own .
' personai trialss |
But ‘why " does almighty God
leave us.in some maior trials for a
Tong time? God's Word, written
*“for our learnmg, that ~we
through the patience and comfort
of the Scriptures might have
hope” (Rom. 15:4). suggests vari-
ous reasons why Christians
encounter’ hardships in this life.
* Let's examine some of them.

God wants to know, frankly, if -
we are just flash-in-the-pan
Christians. -After_our initial
actions of receiving God's tfuth,
repenting of sin and being bap-
- tized, do .wé_ Continue obe\mg
“God fauhfuilv‘?

Or “when tribulation or perse-

. cution arises because of the word -
[God's commandments),” are we ‘
offended? (Matt. 13:21).

God is investing much time, i
€~ energy and fove in wraining us for, |
high positions as kings and priests . "
in His coming Kingdam (Rev,
"5:10, 20:6). He needs to know nf
we will be loyal to Him ihrough
the -good and the bad times. ¢

That's the reasori God often
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1 ~ e
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To develop our .
© patience and faith
. *Severe trials teach us to lock 20 7 .
= are . God, to develop the habit of wait- .
> Wizke me ing for God's, answer. :
= cor s and my That's why we glory in ¢ Wi‘:uﬂa-
Tew : 3 ' rion! We know that “rribulation
T . ‘endt av God ans“emd Job’ At the  worketh patience: and patience,
. . ’ - don we .. right time-and in tfe right way  experience: and experience.
: ” ) <o Him  God $pokc to thc heart of the  hope” (Rom. 5:3-4, Autkorized .
et } " thr ~maner.-xdem:§).ng -Job’s spiritual | Versjon). s )
o ] rec problem and offering a solution. .The Bible prophesies horrifv- )
S 10:33-36) . And.when Job repented of his  ing. violem: zimes ahezd (Maut N

‘ . N ; hidden sin (Job 42:1-6). God 24:21).- wi e .

, ‘ To'uncover hidden sins ~ immediately forgave and  blessed mc:r@smg!) bl sphemous. b '
I Sometimes a major trial'over-  His servant abundantly. out natural affection”™.and “de=/ .
|+, takes us vears -after our init o : spisers of those tha: are good™

‘ . 3 ©  conversiop.. Even after we have To witness to chem . (1 Tim. 3:2-3, AV). -
f' sincerely repented of pas’ sins Som :i.“es God reguires a .° When God a!lews a.family
{ ] f {Acts 2:38) and régulerly exam- Christian- 10 serve faithfully in membes or fellow worker 1o con-
| . 1ned our Christian conduyct trying Crfciu*ﬁsta.ﬂces in'order 1o tinue despising or mrbe«.mmgms,
! . {11 Cor.” 13:3). we may still  teach others about God’s exis- . ~we are being toughened up spiri-
: encounter major problems — for tence and authority. tually. If we Jearn to be kind to *
. emampﬂe. major health or famiy Remember Daniel’s sore 1_:-':3;!? our engmies (Mai 3:44) zn
; problems. . : Daniei beiieved so fervemtly in  endure, we become 3x'eagmered .
. ‘ I1 cquid be be»ause of a mmjor the daily practice of prayer thatly spiritually. )

) j ¢haracter wéakness that we donl he disobeved a roval Persian” . And God pmmlses o supply
| know abpmt! . | , R order -that prohibited citizens for  the assistance we need 1o endure
i Consider the pa:;éarch Job. " 30 days from asking petiticns any hardship (§ Cor. 10:I3) i
B Even Gc;d"szaz’ed zha& Job was ° from theiy gods (Dan. 6:7. 10). Therefore we can rejoice — we )

4 T ’ apri As aresult, Daniel was sentenced | can “coumt it all joy” {ouchl
‘. ”Q(J*» Gwd md &shuns cval” to be thrown inte a den of lions. when ‘we fa}! into varioiis ir;ai
. (Job 1:8) \e:'ms. upright” mag Almighty G&d knew Daniel = (Jas. i:2).
. | B i_osa ms wealth, livestock, hjs sons bad the faith and ccurage to iive You mav have lost Vour iob. -
. and™ his servants al] in one day. through this horrifying experi- vour family, )m.,x wezith or sour . .
. o Shortly thereafier Job lost his  ence. God showed His love and  friends because of persecutiost: I .
o health and peate of mind when  might by sending an ange! toshut”  so, vou knew how Joseph fels! | :
.« . Satan was zllowed to strike him  the lions’ mouths (verse 22). In cne fell swoop, poor Jeseph :
*mih bo' $'all over his body. King Darius saw this mind- . lost evervthing — iob. wealth an
- 1 ] t terrible afu-cm,n‘? shaitering witness of God's gon- répytation — because of a false
1 vas z roilen sinmer . cerm and power with his ¢wn eyes.  accusation by his employer's wifeh
f . fuged 10 repent? Ne! lob {verse 23). Fhisevent so humbled {Gen. 39:7-20). Althe ug.h unjust- oo
o I + acknowledged L. /ms “{Job 7:20-.  this pam.rwi pagan mng of Per- ly imprisoned for two vears aad
“w - N i . ’ I ' 3
' = v
. ; , : . -y . . “ R
S : S e — S _




s in God's

@ P
- Feassl.izsue :

1 received the 0t *s—Fe:»,-! anaiversary
see c; Tke Good Néws z=d couid hard-
Iy pul it dgwn. I is e "v a collecter’s
issue — words don't describe it properiv.
duis U"J.m avery bezutiful issue — full ¢f
1ke proper spiritual diet we 21l nesd. The
world sure Can use 3 dase of gopd sews.

RL. Wright-

Cunmaad. Va

Inspmag iustraions |
-1 tkank you for the begutiful Good
News, The picture on ‘the front is so
beautiful. 1 hope we all haveone of those
Crowrs.
" Roserta Neal
Fremont, Mo:

*

My thanks to the artist of shat lovely,

irspiring picture of the farm 23 family

compietely zsoialed from ]

_ll), Joseph never gave up believ-
ing . God {Gen. 40:8). Joseph
finally regained his freedom and a
job'— a promotion to second in

power in the . Egyptian” empirc -

{Gen. 31:40, 43)! . R
The Bible indicaies thagall of

God’s ttue servants — mcae who

qualificd foy God’s ngdom —

umms!ew endured. obedienfl y'

- {=ithfully, their ho
_h hips and terrible trials.
What was their se:c"rel‘?_ W

. Endure to lhe and

= {11 Cor.
How did” G@d’s fanahful ser- -

Anma CKashér
Liberiv. N.Y.

“Does Jesus Really undarstaﬁd"”

: ’e “D:cs Aw.s
in the August

2iwavs thin
H@a csu‘d He have been ac;r;h&i as i
> How cculd He-really understand

. ab» 2t having an unconverted mate?

\I.az} have bad 10 leave bomes and fami-
lies. Never having been married 25 a

1 kept reading the aruc ard it men-
tioned about cvervthing else.
Ii'was almost af the end of the article.

M1 Marshall writes: “Perkaps there are

sher things Jesus might not bave specf-
ically experienced.. For imstamce, He did
nol marry as a human. On the other
hand. Hiyggias s}mmhce;ﬂ magried to.
Israel™
Well, there it was. 161»& was married
symbolically fo fsracl Istac) was, sym-

,bcutah) an unconverted-mate and, as

such, ceused Christ a ot cf g:rﬂei' and
unkappiness. -
Now lcanknowthal}esusmﬂyhas-

as part of '.meﬂ mllmg {Prov.
24:16).
Second, they, understood that

‘becoming perfedt in obedience to

God requires a degree of “suffer-
ing. In this world, “all'who.desire
to live godly in Christ Jesus will
suffer persecution™ (i1 Tim.
3:12). Even Jcsus Christ “learned
obedience by the things which He

" suffered” {Heb. 5:8). " «
__ Third, they helieved God is

always in control (Job 1:21, John
i9:18, Matt. 28:18).

Fourth, they lived b}}, faith
_,47,9. and their faith
stood strong in God's promises

Jan. 3 1.7, Rom. 4:20-21).

Let's EOHQ\SI their example and

A

. @g”_‘:amte 1QmBSTTOw.

= .;c always 1ellin
¢ Bible beczuse that i
1 krow "—i'«w'gﬁ" '!1 Eﬁ"'
contizue [arming mare, especizlly about
\{n\ Jack Scout
. Wapelo, Wasly
Food and light |

Tke Good News coniains food 10 sup-
port us and fight o direct ws. it teackes
bow _to cvercome 1em;mcr,s ang lifes
pnx:‘c ems we encoualer in our ewwdaw
Tives.

‘Reading this megazire. | undersiand
~nd accumulzie more and more knowl-
edge about the right way of life. | neither
ezl mnor drink un’-l..l. maadmg Thke Good
News.

Keep up with your wcr’x of spreading
the Gospel 1w.the pecple worldwide.

S. Sanmo
Pue, Karei, Zimbabwe

S (- o .
never give up the Christian way

of life s¢ of sore trials. Even
if we walk through ouf own “val-
ley of the shadow of death,” we
can believe that “all things work
together for goed to those who
fove God, 1o those who are lht
called au:ordmg, © His purpﬂ@e
{(Rom. 8:28).

We belong to a select group of
people — God’s begotten chil-

_dren. No ene can pluck us out of

our Father’s hand (Joha 10:29). .
God will finish the work He has
begun-iff us {Phil. 1:6). ’ ’

Thetefore, let's endure to the
end, conﬁ&m that God will nev-
er leave us nor forsake us (Heb
£3:5-6) ©
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o Hut ouir Watk

Ry
e

(l unllmmd Sromis page 1)

ul this time o Bvarcome Syt by
the bloods ol Cligist aid the Word

ool God (verse 113 but bocuse
tow luy but o

Sutun kuowy he
short time to defoat God on eaeth
throaph Gods Clineelr, ovon wlipr
Mo fuiledd in the honvonly war with
& Michuel (verve 128 e wi e
’dmluly to porsccute thiy Crukesn
(verne 134).

diver Ninoe iy unnvrrumn, |
have sulfored persecution from
men, thouph ispived by Satan
uned 8o huve snniy ul yuu. i!ut
Hever botore did Satnn stgike the
ORI AS A BobY until the Taws
suit Tuunchied upviunt llu; Church
Jig, 3
lu!lillud vorsis 1l W
£k Iy not yot cont,
“ploted, hiv prophoevy indicatos it
will e B, miped ummmntly
~diiring thodocudo of the "Bk -
«tiough we ennnot ‘et definite
diton. Yet wi suovLn wy
wARNED! Weslionld realizo our
time for wﬁlplutlun ol Christ’s

#ront wmmlemum,iﬂ now \lul"a‘

siort, and growhig shorter duily

o | huve warned you ally Satan iy,

now FURIOUS, e 1y minhlv i 8
subtle, clovot wnd oun decoive imd

u\uwit the best of us, He is naky

WORK ACGAINST '1'1Y Wll(!l W
CHURCIKIGITT NOW in WIIyN )'Ull

kyow not. But the Chureh Ny .

your urpent, faithful. rAsFING

© AN PRAYING!
Continue—this—py ()|1lt%wwe*t—ternblw&mubluuﬂhneﬂhmrymk

when our gréat umnnimiuu v in
Gud's mght comploted, we are 10 |
bu tuken - symbolicully flowp on
the two wings of o great vugle

which could ncan by o friendly

- povermment made friondly to us
" by iy contucty, with heuds of so
many governments -
. luken to & place ,of - protection’

from the 'Great Tribulation,
which , is . the furlous wruth of
Sutun (vex‘so 14),

sufety I cyeurs, the two wits®
nesyes shull bo preachigg to the
whole world, prulcﬁl from
Satan. But Satun if his moud

wrath will lhe!l migke war with
the RuMNANT Church, This has to

]"‘plctm‘cd in - Matthow |

Vo9, It nurely suomy that™"

-we shull be,

be tho Laodiceun oru Lol the

Clwreh (verss 17).

Final)y, what of llw Luodiceun
ory ol (uul‘n Cliireh? Ronions.

bor, it, tuo, is Qu's Chareh
huving the commundments of
Gud ol !mllmnuy or Wurd of
Josun (Rov, 12:17).

Put “that ern ol the Clhureh s
28, Mat-

thew 24 wliows the uimm Jenuy

showed woukil oceur. prior 1'\‘ lhu »

Sovond Coming, * .
Lo Mutthow 285 shown llm llnw

* just bolore Chrlst shwll return. It
plotures the Laodicem churoh

10 virgins who tdok thole lunips
(thoelr Biblen) umd wont forth to
n;&.ul Christ nt HHy coming, Bal
five of them - hall of the
- Chuwreh - - took thelr lumps (Bi-
" bles) but withuut oll to light the

T (having the Holy Spirit to

SUINDERSTAND the Bible),

hw’nc teansltions indionte they
word losing e Holy .‘vph‘lt,
bevnusto of  peiligenvy, ok of
pruyer, lack " of folldwnlilp with
the brothren und: wighyy God and
2 Christ wnd bolny - uvﬁi’mnw with
-, matoriulistic and worldly intorest.
“Are somo of us ke that, gven
now'?

While Lhuy tlw bnukaliding

lm_ll of tl Umruh - ure trying,
T et b:tgk closer lu Gud, the

~eoniing of Christ shull tuko plucc,}
wid the door lnto God’s Kingdom
shall be snur in. their fuges!.
WIHAT A THRRIBLE TRAUNDY! It
could happen o you or me. .

. Brothren, we're living in niore

realize, Do NOY vOR A MOMENT
GET IO CTHINKING CTIME WL,
JUNT EEEP GOING ON AND ON, Jt
won't! Sutun knows  how, ‘short
time v Mo iy now wiriking ut,
-destroying Ty CHuRCIL WE ALL,
NHED TO BE FASTING. AND PRAY- '
ING @8 neyer betore that God will -
restriin, Sutgn. : K
1IME 15 NOW' VERY SHORT, .

« - ‘This Work i Inuriched on’ the -

mumum AND MUST POWIRFUL,

mﬂﬁmﬁﬁmnﬂ*ﬁm&m—mﬂﬁﬁ—

YuARs, Neviwduve | oand the.
whole Work needed ygue prayers
-und continded ZXTRA tmuncidl -
bucking us now. We are launched -
on the grentest’ PUSIH FORWARD

- ever. anl me! Pm\v! 0.t

Sma.,lu (,hnstmm

fC um‘lnm (l Jrone puge H}

the nlnpun' “on't be tov hunl oit
we; God ise't tinished with mo
yor.” - ’
Wo vt bes thaiktul hut ("“ml N
bpn‘il predontinntes in - Hiy
(o Ill!lt/ll (I Tiny, 1:0). Whon
uplwnlr(l oy most” siigles quite
quickly shetvo their hung-yps wnd
prudpgos wnd pet down o the
touph core off wnl Chintity -
Joving all mou wy. brothers
(I ‘Thews, $:9-10).
" Oue ol the ounobling teadty of
sinple Clhyistions proup s
thuir enpernens ta follow povorn.
mont, thelr fhedie tlp]nuuhuipp'
for uny Sfforts made in their .
ddivection. There i a poud réuson
for thiw. llmy wre, In w aonse, poor
n ot of ll{n Ahings those wil&t
the. middigColasnntation-wi mH
lei!"lﬁvul stwostlildron: baoks
prowhd Nt)nwllnwu | ‘lw for
“grinted thiys like, W UHTITE
Aounhip, worgl’ Nuppnrt and oy
Nciiuo"ol bolonging.” - * Y
Singles, In some wij w wo ont
of the muiystremn of fociety, This
“i8 why 8o iy gespond to God's
vadling. e specifically seoks
syecrults among the doprived; the
Telt-vut, the untultitled, the o
tionully woumded. ‘They onlist in'
Hin (*lmroh (Luke 14:21).

3) Don’t OV.OFTGMCHIIOIEC
- marriage ’

Don’t misunderstund!

——Fhiv—istreither—n—appes—tor

_ colibuey, nor. in uny way u slight
of Gud's-sucred institution (Heb.
13:4). Not ot all. A happy -
Tiage is un inteise; delight (ool
9:9). Looking forward caperly .ty -

. sponding the ovening with your-
husbund or wite is a precious feel-
{ngs; sitvored by unly a few in vur
sogiety, '

. ‘But the |1Iuin troth iy that in’
most nations today marringe iy o,

u risky proposition. The chnces of

in ﬂw.thurn world are almost
 $0-50. Dend cven!
qnglijp._w Wrives muny singles -
-t distof one of the truisiy about
lite und marringe -~ the simple

fact that il you are a rcusunably
' Janumy 1984 .2!
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N

ey

contonted nnd well- mliu\\lud dine
ple to lw%ﬁql\ﬁh you will'probu- |
bly nuke Sontoung wnm!m!ul
' ife partnor, K
) Thero wre no mugic pcmmmlnv
" chunpes dfter you say *1 do,” The
- oppusiie is ofien trus. Svime nen
§o from ythe best™ 1o thg-bowt”
very quickly while (we juke)
‘wuny brides don'ts nulku W
complete, they “Hnish®” him! - ®
e bulnced mnd an succeons-
fultus you cuy while sinple, hiis»
tuto, Jegus, e strongest  person
who over lived (1uke, 2:52).
« Don't tall for the tfu.mmum fed
stte ol ‘polnp, steady or pairing
ol too carly, JONen the “stendy-
duting vut lduds many youup
poople to settlt for i second-best

lity purtner ol ol sheer hubitand

Samdlinrity, Thaelv  personality,
“eharneter and: pocinl exporlenve
ure stunted wt An guely age, -,

Thore are s puiny ulterpatives
i our dny andupe,

Travel, Study, Huhdi!’y
enreer, Shir pew. your nlunu
. Phte widely: Whilg duting, strive

to build Feiendships or boost s

others who noed o 1ift, This is the

wiiicst use of your single yeurs, i

is the way of give, You'li e surs

prised how Mister or Miss Rigiht
haw a way of turning up when

loust expueted (Avts 20;35),

Rueud our buok Ilw Missing

Difsienston in Sex, cspu.iullv the

_chapter on the best age for nar-

riuge. 1" you do nut bave it, you

Sy Fequest i fres copy by writ-

ing 1o vur uddress nearest yuu.

——Hots-itrentty - takemm

xlisuplim und msaturity to go thc'

ey route, the )‘/uy of the crowd?

Reyisting secofid-best impulses

tukey o sense of purpose wad con

ntitient, wnd tlmt.vinwrcsungly :

Snough, mukes us mpre attriclive

to other highanindedrand prinei-
" pled ainglw (Mrov. 27:17).

I’y w wine old suying: “Marty

. in haste, iépént at leisure,”

~ Study the book of Ruth to see

how God brought twu eligible

-

o cut buCkgrounds. .
- These principles reflect thc

- peopid together in wpiie ol dis-
tuncd, tulguiy und widely diffor

"4
bcqt and noblest that aingles can

wspire to. And why settle for uny-
thing clse (l’mv 12 26)? Foralot

% Thu Q00D NEWS

v and Cinhegjt cvclluumlu life

>,

¥

of pcuplc mnrru\ \

like the pr uvuﬂﬁu[‘,.f buttest Iv,

e rcunliul it thelr new. uluni
tuul fumily, the Chareh, do sn't

b
which cludes the ﬂbvuﬁnl Pursugr i acent 10 have tinie for them often

" but ulighty on’ ks -.‘\mﬂ or when,
he's beeome nnmcrm“n( :).., i
intorest, ;
Murringe iy fndeed wumlcrlul
It iy wiintonsely: eijoyuble sourcd

of entotional sustemmeesapd, reca- - .

perition, ut ity best. 1ol g well ;'

advined: 1t is much siorg, rir#kcmv :
* ble o endure the sometimey fris-

teating pungs- ol the -mu.q*‘ lite,

i 1 Lpll up trapped m u mjﬁcr-

Able mar rnmo
d'l‘ h o
4) Cherluh your famlly. ’,

1 wmcmbm when | wa\ql firnt
neespted into the Church of God,
I wits 0 youny single, It wcutnul

thut some of Christ’s huldunl,‘,

“sgtements upplied xlh’co:l!v ) my '
L Rltuntion: w
“And everyone 'who s Ieh
hiouses or brothery or HINLETH or
futhen or wother or wtlo ur ¢hil-
dren’ or lmltlu, fur.' My mume's,
suke, shall-receive i Inunhcdluh.l‘
(Matt, 19:29).

“IH-amyone s.umcn o Mu.’(md
does ot hate his futher wnd
mother, wife und «.Inl«hm, bird it he
“ors upd sisters, yed, and D uwn v

XK

T vunerd.

“enough. Such is wlten the vt
“beewine . Gud's 'Chuieh s still
" fluwed with humsan - wvnl\nv“
(l‘h) 7:20). ’
- What' is tlm Anwwer?
The . wiswer I8 G luve othos

Loeven wwre IEIVUIUV, an ¢Chivist
SLaunch o 'sparitual

tiught us.
- olfensive!
Do iumnlwm mmnl VUu tog
ipbitavindin o their bguses? bavite
hien o youy place Jilom, 1217
It wus Ahr.ulmm lmutln whe
‘winely stated, 1 ¢ i deatioy iy
z/ueuuu« by nmkmg llmn my
Friends.”
Y Are Twwiliey, Iunl\iuyfg inwapil,
weighted duwar by dhily yuren?
COfer tn buby-sdt, tur freey fope
" them (o get out for i ovie er g
Serve,. Helg” Sthuild up,
withoul ullcrmr muhvm (Rom,
12 l())v o

f; Are e X l\l‘lhllimﬂ lngnllVL.

ness.’ Bu bulanced,

life ulso, he cunnot be My’ il -

ple (Luke 14: ?h) §,

The Savior” ul huhmmly,
Head ‘of God's Church p
1:22), did not murry in the M‘rwt '
pliysicul sense of the word. Yet '
therd was never u more effcetive, |

more contident person  (Johw'
12:19) " He ploneered—the-wban——ty-—b

dunt lite for us. How? g
First, by hum)ring His ‘own
purents (Luke 2:51). Then by m:tu‘-
- ting the  cxample aund piving o
strong lead to His own brothers
und sisters, Churily beginy at’
“ hom, after all. We all huve ‘some:

- Wbides . in you 7,

©(Phil. 3:14): Don’t be, overcome k

~(Prov.. 24:10).

family, however distunt, to nties

ture und cherish. Yet. gven Jeso, -
our example, wos mmtruwtcd by
+close relations (Murk 3 2!)

He knew the pain of rojmtlon.
[LANiTilE Fmrscrm =
nence that many umglcs feel in:
the Church today. Yet Christ
foved His own ervently,: even in
their «carnality . and blindnena
(John 15:15).

~Single C hristians nomethpcl

- Lhnsummy. Why riot rim, to the
o occmuon T

.'15 58)

“uloof, reserved? ()vcrlmwér them
with klmhpcm, heul wiflr Liompitils
iy, ﬁlmwer them with thoughttul-
bt Icl‘yum‘
 light Nhine (Mutt! 5:10)..
COowrite Lo youp, younp, e,
becnyse, yon have overéome the -
wicked ohe. . b have wilten to
. you, youny mey Beviy c‘%u ure
“strong, and’ llu, word Of God
v Wp know that
‘we huve pussed from death to lllL,,
beemise, wo love the brethren”

(I ,lohn,’z 13-14, 214y, * .
“How truc! Ruther than seltish-
ermmninﬁyuurﬁﬂm—yau—‘
should uctively fuke the oftensive

by rebulls or luck of uppwuiutlon
This iy the love
Josus had (1 Jolin 4:4), the luve -

- that conguers the world, -

As a mngh. Christion vou huve
sonie- nigue ummrluni%s that
others do not have to be
will smbussador, an amb wsudor
uf peucs (l{om. 12:18).

Be wakeful! ' Be' zenlous! Be

Wtﬁympmﬂmﬁmr%m—*
of us, nmrried or single, hus yot ..
renched the highest peaks of real

CYou'll ncvcr regrel h (l ( or,
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| not the power of positive thinkiug

¢

'

:tor Salvatlon

—f —— c,l_i—V.—.. -

Whm is tlw I.ubliuxl definition of tuith?

M.\Ulv what kind of faith do wo necd 10 pleado

Gad - “to live the obedient, overcoming Chris-
tiun lifo outlined it the Hible und bo borm®as s
. ploritied childron of God in Ilm brout ruling
l‘uuhly'? )

Iirst,
Srylng, to
- improve and overcome by just thinkmg porulive
thoughts,

Muny people uluu muku
fusing fuith with emotions® They try to work up
fuith, which t thom menns an emotional fdel-
inp, These foolings fire not the evidénee of I]uv«

- fug renl faith, They ago in‘the Cluss of wlmt dun’
Cin -

bo weony heard, tisted, smelled or felt -
other words, tlmy ry of the flesh.

Reuk fuith is a-spiritual matter, yot' l1ll¥MlLlll
Lot's understund God's delinition of the kmd of
luill‘ required for sulvation, . .. ¢
K. Are Chyistions to “walk" . live llleJr livcu
by fuith? 11 Cor. .5:7, Rom, ):17.

2. Shoufd they seek gud look lanurd Lo,
obtaduing promises’ und rowards that re s not'
spen? Col. 3: 2. Did Paul elsewhereverilly that
Christluny seek after lhc reul, but unseen, ‘eter-

| rgwnrds* wnd pmmmcu of Gad? 11 (ur.v

40K,
3. l)o the ubuvc, surmlurw wnhrm Ciodhs
detinition of faith ﬁmml brews k117

barthin |h

OSSUTIICe, ur wnhdcnm -

FHE It

for.” ‘Betvre yml feeeive wlmt you hope for, you
s\!mudy have it in uubwtunu,. nnd thm,uubﬂunw

v that assurance or'confidench ‘that you. shall
m-;-acw it - iy fuith, Faith is yuur evidence that’
~you shall have what' you, du m)t yel sec. This
Rmh 15 based on the siusd promuses of Gud,

. which are recorded in the Bible,

, 4. Iy it puwnblc to plcuge God wnhuul rcnl
faith? Verse 6. .-
Ay this verse éxplmus. lmth towatd CGiud |1

[ our ubsolute reconition thut He exists, and oy

ot ciuse yuum\,lf tu have - lhul kind of faith

aly nm_' _)cl['-hclp

the minfake ui con-

/]
e — Rk uccurately-the—
wof thiugs hoped

The Fai d '

[ A

wo st umlcrulund that this faith s |

" .

L
. promises as’long us we stmcrcly strive to m.rve '
*anll obey Him, This falth'is acquired. You can- '

\

a ® , o
- - e

tculmiquo! (Morc ubout lhc sourco of rmsl lmlh

W little ater) !
6. Munt ol)cdlcndu o G nd'ugutmp( ny unc

Juith in ordor 10 guuke it alive and uu,(.plnhlg o

I (%nd! Rom. L34, Juin2: 145206, -~

How. does, gne demonstrute his faith?
Vc ne' 18, V\(!ml didbs one's faith become if it s
¥ nccompunied by works? Verses 17, 20, 20,

Muiy " professing  Christiuns Iyve xh'ml
"fuith. Faith to them is merely betief in Chridt’s

kind, They do not understhud that there i
. something God requires them 1w do m Riin
- their fuith ulive aktive, : .

; ‘Truditional Ciristiunity huhwca l,hut dcxuﬁ

i H’vc,d o good life for us - that He obeyed Gad's
“law i our stead, However, the !hhk sitkey it
crystil glenr that having fiddogs not excuse u
«from spiritunkobedience to G
©This s e great my'ﬂcrv v 1hum.; whn dont
wyderstimd, Since God rcqmrcu us iy foflow His
la® of Jove - His wity of lile ds spelled oit by
!ln, Ten U mmnuntlnm 15 - to be suaved ( u}
19:16-19), yel wg are uerly unable to do s

: uurwlvqs, it {8 naiural W conclude thst (od seit
Jesus 1o obey Him for us and thereby excuse us
Aronkobedience' to € md Nuihlm; codld hé l’ur~J
“ther froe the truth' .

. 7. Uid Noah express living miuh wh;.n he
obieyed God by building (e urk Gud ‘hud o,

.x,gf

existenceand §lin mu.nnﬂe tur 111:: wins ‘ol - a

4

e S
IR
L
y% L

o

- manded? )} leb—H—J—\&Lw&he;‘éﬂmH}hymea‘
- evidence that a Flood would ceriie? Sunie verse.
(Nunw thd wopds “things not you seen.””)
Noaly' hud a0 trust and’ contidence. that lhc;
Linvisible God would perform what He' had
“promiscd, Ahd he prodyd his faith by his works.
_ Fuith'wnd obegicnce wUﬂ hand i m hund {0 pro-
. duee living fuith,
8. Did God dind Abrﬂhmn to bc “fmthlul" e

i

™ full of fuith? Neh: 9:7.8. Did. Abraham luwc
: living - !ulth? Genu 26:5, Heh ) 8 l() .lau. 2:21-
2,

Amhu n m)“‘ ;'in fuilh byrhm wurku

“and. lm de%enduma (Gen. 22 15 18). Abulmm
is an oumstanding cxumple of the kind of fiithful ;
obedienct God requires of all Christiuns..

Onc of the nmst thnlhng cxumplus of lymg 1




By

t.ulh 5 ‘Elml uff Danicls l,hh Y(m R niénds, : “n Rwd'umn 14; l" v d«_m.hplmn of the
'Slhl('i.ltll Meshiach and  Aled-Nego!  Recall’ teue Church of this quy. Those in this. Church
that Nebuchadnezzar, king of - Bibylon, had | have the faith of Jcm' ll is not just théir faith
crected g preak poden image and ordered evety- “m Him, but Hiy Tuith pluced in lhcm und aceing,
one to worship thif idplat certiin designated in theni! \\1 s ‘
“timese Thope who. refused were to besthrown | 12, Did Puul plainly state it € hrml lived in-
.!IIVL ity i frory furince (Dun. 1:3-0). <54 him? Gal, 2:20, How did CQrist th, (i him?
hat did Nebuchadnezzar do when Sha-' | Phil, 2:4, Rom. ¥:9-10.

dl.u I Meshach and Abed- Nwa tnformed him .luim\éhml dwelt in Punil lhruugl the ¥ ly
= that they would not wurslup h‘m_xhlun ulol? Spirit; And the Spifit of Gad rohi Ofibist
Verses 19-3, “ implunted in Paul’s mind the faith af Clirist L

" What would you ‘I-WL (lu ¢ had you bwn in { . the same Imih,ll nt can betin your yind, ‘That
their shoes? Would you have said, “Well, 1 Imvy Taith - the very™gith of Jesus Chridt
no choice but to bow down o this imagg™>-- 1 cnublc you 1o |IVU wlife of obedicnce oim
have 10 do it or be killed™? Or perhaps” ybu ~l did the apostle Paul und ull llu, nghlu 15 hen
mipit lwvc uxumc(l yoursel! thus: *1 dony think und women of God, .

# God would be Giie il 1e puhlshui we Fol bow-. I we werg able; of ulusulvch. to supply the
ing down lulum this idol whoen |!4, \mqwq I n fuith o obey God, our obedience w n d buwc,lﬂ!
foreed m (In it.” S v nghtum«mcm which to God iy but Flilthy raps™  p

#es, iC.onny to use hungan w:munmg 10 [(Isn. 64:0). Oyr righteousness must be through -
czu.,uw (I|~.ulu, Xence to God. Bt God isn't look- the fuith of Christ. Yw‘ Chriu 8 lm&h. not our
ing. fpr chances to punish us “but rather. for =} own!
opportunitics to save us thmugll fuith in, lhu 13. What muut ono do to recgive the Holy
‘power, v Spirit whd Very fuith of¥esus Clyrist? et 2:38.

Hn.m. threo youuy, mun Khew tlfat “wu ought _ Must one be willing 10 obey God? Acty 5:32.

to obey God rafer’ thynd infe” (Acts §:29), By And must you first show faith toward Christ
. faith they knew that God mukua it poumblu for. | before you cun receive HisoJuith? Acm 20:21,
uu to obey Him. . Romy. 1:17.,

Notice that God allowed them tg gn Ln,yoml » God 'will give ll}s ly bpmt und lh(, result-
’\lu, puint ot hugan help. No one could help "i‘ng faith of Christ onl -m thosc who neet. thuu.
“now, but God. He had to see that they would prior Sonditlons, . :

not only be willisg Lo ¢ uchy they would .goall the | Yo, it dous ‘tuke our nwn‘tmth*tb bbllb\m in o] .

- way, but He gflowdd them to gp all the way- | thb suerifice of lwga Christ for our, sins. But {.
. Be 'un He A{ved ~them from the trial. He. }ha( Jaith doesn’t save us! 14 is only when_ the
expected thenkgo go that qnd step further ——to Toly’ Spirit comes intb us that we receive the
* back up thoir words by their actions. . .saving\luilh of Christ! And it ull comus us'u free

10. To his wnazement, what did ghe king find pift from " CGod. Wc coulg never carn it,°
 when he lovked inte the Iurnau;}#m. 3:24-25. Jusus is the sdurce: of living, uctive; dynamic

Whut did Nebuchadnezzar say“0 the three mien t\ltln And if Christ is in us through His Spirit,-
ws they and an-ungel from God wadkuj wround in | JHe mparts Hissown fuith to us, which muakes
“the milist-of the fire? Verses 26-28; (Notice the % spimuul ‘obedienve und ultlmuu, salvutmn

E words “duliv;rcd Ihs~ secvants who trusted in | poisible. e
—Hinhirverse-28; O ”(‘Jl ! - gt &l!*ilhdé[’ﬁh—&tﬁd%ﬂf—ﬁi“iﬂd—ﬁl—‘ﬂ&h—

"This is an astounding example of living | lulth n.qm c,d forsalvation and how o reccive iv,

-1 th?rustcd (“K,‘Sm mukc it poumblc lo ~write for a copy ‘of our lrcc bpokict, 'Whm Is

obuy s Taw, l'ait t') o .

God fells us tivough Puul thut 1 ¢ will never |- - e e

test us-boyond what we ure able j0%eur (1 Cor. || e T Y ~,.' .
10:13). Yet it would sebm that if unybody cver [ | - ‘m, ot ”W;_Ww'.- LNR({“ IN “{'hL
canj ¢lose to the breoking point, these men did! |- | ! (\ 1Rl . BIBLE QOURSE,
l}»ffthc,y didn’t reach o breakting point in this | "*“”“““"“'j‘f " 1"": Slwﬂlﬂ:“:"!' yo ": i

‘trinl ‘bechus® they had ubsolute fuith in Gpd. | |y 1~y : \)J,}“l,“;";:ﬁ,ﬁ_”,“;rl“‘,:‘_'u;g," )
And- uuﬁd they Lmhfully obuyuj dnd mtcr~ | B SRR -~ in cucli monthly \mwn '

. vene towavg them! 1 . " of the cyc-opening :

: 11. IsMhe faith through wluoh we, an, to _ b U8 éﬂ:?ﬁ;ﬂﬂif‘:‘b"l{“?’;f:ﬁh'" :

111 gln trl)m - e YU entolt i this free
(md? K ph. 2 8. Is this fuith un attribute of the .| | ‘ ‘““'m‘;y )"”““B tthe
Holy Spirit that ull true Christinns must pos- o T e R

; Sess? Gal. 5:22.- Whose Luth m reuhty. is it? T w(hlrtssm

" Rey. 14'12 L o s - o

e

. ‘rfu; G(jcjl} ‘lev'y,é .
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o \ 0 you ever get‘dilai?f .
C couraged? - RJ .
. Do hard times”get

_you depmwed'? .

"By Paul Krautmann and John Slston

.
v

durmg the p.uat yeur, Some spc»

- In the jace of life’s trtals we need to know \~ :
hqw to stay on the pdth o[ poamve Chn.stzan growth

3

. LY

dmcourugcnu,m to wnunued and

cialists feel, that 80 pm,enl of =extended’ p'bnods ‘of chronie

Amc,ncuns, Jor exantple, are .
‘experiencing dlﬂcrmg dcgru:s of
‘depression at_uny given time.

despuir. Sunie miay expericnce it,
. joccasionally. To ulh»rs n may bc
rﬂ‘wuv of life. ‘J 3

e

\

v

A recent survey. shiwed, that 45
Jpercent of the juen and 57 'per- .
cent of the women  intervie
" adrhitted ’tq/l‘cclmg" _depresseq.

Are you overmkcn by feehngs
of ‘despair und hopelessness? .

So it would seem that depres-
sion’ is quite  common. How do 4

you, deal wul_n,u,,mkeg\ it enters

. your life? )

Depression’ .can range from
(xcasxunal Jbouts,of moodiness and

" Churchiil's bamm R

Winston . Churchill, though u
renowned for his optimism m‘

" times of adversity, suffered from

prolongcd and recurrent fits nf @

Janumy 19841
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Cdgpression. Mamy cideumstances

yin his life contribited to tkl‘;'

dcprusmn

As a feuh,'C hurchlll had Iltt-lc_‘
contdet wilh his, purents. He | was',

‘e o boarding suliool, where h¢
was ‘unhappy. He received severe
v beatings {rpm. the headmaster.
hile he whs m“qchwl his pur-
ents seldon} Srote; when luy
Fathier didd writd, it was to. rcbukfz
tus son.

Atape 20 (‘huruhnll was in thc

S

army. In World War [ he planncd
thie I).lrtl.uullw L.lmpmgu. in
whicly many 4uen i\'lbl their lives.
This \Lkwmdc brought  Churchill
under heavy political attack and -

. torced him to resign hig com-

‘

VoA

mand. Later, World War I
brought m.xgy* murc mumcnls ul-
" despuir. 4

T Yt (hnruhxll wm, for the

most {mrt. able to dcfcat his

depression. .
*His own aamc for dcprc\smn
- wan ‘Bluck Dog’ . . . In the cougse

Ty oi‘ hvﬂihfc, he cmpcncmcd m.my

N S

Nggmve lhoughls or;gmate with Satdn Lhe
_devil, who-can capitatize on difficulties’ in’ our

Nerial was just too muych.to bear,”

- He win despondent 1o the pointgh
_-wanting to die (Job 6:1-4, 8-10),
Moyes, to whom God pcrk.uinul»

ly pave the Ten Commandmgnts,
Wil dejected envugh at one point
hat he *usked” God to Kill him.

? Nus. LI:11-15). .

*" This was alse true in the ulw
of - PiT’ﬁ“‘Hud used s Elijah 66
work muany mighty deeds; yel. he, .
too, was subject to dcprcsahm (v
I\mgs 19:4). "
© How gbout you? Iluw do .you
cope, with depiessigh? Although
. thc-u:lpcurnh,1 had their trials, they
found the strength o fight ald:
win their biftles with dnprc;uqm
Wc,.(uu‘ niust, leprn to thwart dis-
/couraging and depressing
thuughls t

: Thb origin ot noaatlvo
' lhuughla

) conguer aprewng avid d:s-

" epu m thoughts, we must first
recoghize~ the' cause of such
thuughh We nccd to rculi/zc that

fives. Slbknbb‘», job pressures, other- severe®

‘trials —“the devil can use negative cplsodey

f likve' these to géncrate'feelings of dgj‘gaction; h

'

might “hawe cmbittcred ‘and’

N\défeated even a nun whotwas not

TeverNes: dl&lpps!mlmcnlh anc.ta

'ts ultnmately ong=

Satan can udpltuhzc on the. dil\

 would hkc to possess, but ior'
which Jou- lack 1h(,. moi:/ ()v
# that your personality ‘o

Y npt as dynamic af thag of some of -

o» Let's

you might start thinking about ufl -
thet things ,yuu don’t have but

lth is,

your {riends. ‘Or, thit yuu got’

* loncly sumetimes.

Matters like Yhese ,ﬁturt to Al |
your mind. Before too long you'
can, b«fmm: depressed wnlmut
cven knowing TPR

i The' 'wily {0 protect ourqyl‘/cs
from this kind of attack is 10 be

- Constantly on guard ugainst such | .

dopressing thoughts ‘And when
lhcy do start to grip us, to seck

¢ “counteructing help of Gud
%8, 4:7). God is the'one who Wwill
hely

us. control, tirem. (II Cor.’
10:4-5). - “
"We hu ta trust God"to hclp

mu s of dmun;mgunwm
oo lves . drawing on, the .

power of God's Haly Spirft. | " the -
~ming, attitude und_ nutare of God *
Himzell, .We ha\& to Wjﬂk wuh

God o
w;lkwnhhqg
i‘ucc g We usually get
deprg,ss&d bw fse we, are far
*from IS cusy for neg,\uve
" moods to ovcrtuke us when God iy
not the center of our lives. Hutun
cun cuyily tuke advamug; qf these
mobds and influgnce us, to sink
‘into evep deeper de:.palr, ‘
“The. solution,. of  course, is to
cogtmuully wuli( with Gad,. pur-,
- ticularly at times when we fwl"s.
thood “of dc.presmon or discour-
Jgemdnt comiing on. The nearer

GG

-

Mitlicted by the "Black Dog.” Yet,

his” dogged éeud‘mmutmn. his
‘ resilience und his { tourage enabled Wnembcr may ‘be sick: Y ou may'be.. (ll Tint. 1:7).
. hifm, until vld age, to conquer his

)

. grappled ‘with depres

» own encmy, just us he defeated -
. the fogs of the country hé loved so
“well” (Churchill: The Man,

the only ‘great person has

Anthony Storr, pp. 207, 245). |
-Of course, (‘hurchnt%gfxrd\y .

adverse. life ' circumstancés. The
Bible is rpplele-'-wilh'-cxgmplcs of

n in

in our, lives. You or a faki

~ Ticult dircumstangcey that hnq:n

"cxpcrlenc,mg intcnse pressure on
““the job, or may ‘cven be out of a .

‘job. Or youw may be’ wrestlmg
‘with another severe iu{ in your'

Y- life. e
'lhe dewl uaﬁ usc ?’E“ trials -

- und negatlve eplbodcs to gcnemtc
feelings of dejection. |

we- dre_to God, the iore we -
- develop ‘thé sound mmd of God

So'how can we wulk wnth Gud‘?
Herc ate seven powerful ways to oo
" stay close to,God and conquer *.
dcpresswn and discouragement.

. o Prqy-every dgy Prayer is cru-
_cial: Without'it ‘our attitudey: are -

- casily battered by the world. -

around us. We' can_overcome the

Sutan, 1hc *pringe of thc powef . world and its moods. however -

of the mr (Lph 2:2), cun’ also’

John 16:33), by using the stabi- »f,

.

scrvants of God who, in-the fuce .

of intérise trials, got discouraged. -

= +Their situations got them think-

ing ncgauvely. Thcy werc’

lemptod 10 give up.
Job. for cxamplc. felt that hu

TheGDODNEWS

" These thou

', brogdeust negative feclings. and
moods into gur miisids even-when,

there is.no circumstance or appars

“ent reason txus to be “low.”

Ve

s ‘cdn enter. .our.
. minds quite-subtly. For example,

lizing,, ‘suengthcmng tonl of
prayer cvery day. =

-Reaﬁze God's’ presance God
is ommprcscm, contmually ware«
-of .what is \happening in oyf lives
(Ps.:139:7, Heb, :4:13). i




takes place of which God is .not -

aware. Christ recognized this:
(Matt 10:24-30) and we should,
- 1g0.

Durmg per‘;od:. of dcprcssxon
there i@ a tendengy. to feel cut off
from God or completely alone.
‘But we can, and.ought to, scek
‘God’s _help anyumc (I Thess,
5:17).

" lead. David was a manp dfter
God's own heart (Acts 13:22). He
sought God swiftly when situa-

_tions in his life bcgan to' over- .-

whelm him. He ‘‘made haste”

* when it came to obcying God (Ps.

119:60).

If ' we are being led. by God, we

-will be moved to seck Him. The’
: mose.cffectively ‘we can develop
" "the: habit of responding, immedi-

atcly/ to. the influence. of God’s

Spirit,

minds will take on God’'s.
.+ thoughts, replacing thoughits of

- discouragemient and despair.

~ *Study the-Bible daily.. The

*.Bible comains many-encour;

-and inspiring passages. It mclqdcs
examples of faith of pcople who
faced yirtually msurmoun;})lc
" pdds and yet overcame The Bible’
" shows us the greatness of God '
and the vastness of the master

* -plan He has lovingly designed for

the whole universe. ™ -

. The more a Christian reads .
thisbook, the more hq takes on,’
the mind of God. This is why dai--
ly .Bible study is cssentlal Wu

need td make the Bible

the ' sound- minded, uplifting
. thoughis that dispel despair.”

* Live the give way. Dcprésswh o

“many times begms ‘when we start
-to focus on ourselves. Thoughts of
our own problems, fears and wor-
ries begin to. fill our minds
instead of the thoughts of G
= Pretty soon we lose. perspc% .
“.and our own little world starts=o

ove'rw,helm'us We must not allow e

n

« Respond to the Holy S’pmt s

‘of our,behavior and ‘the’ basxs of .

. answer thiyt qu

* (John" 15:13). Maybg it is a mat-

ter of visiting those who are sick

.- or cheering up .someone who is’

feeling down. It might be. writing
a letier of encouragement, taking
someone out to dinner, helping a
person to move, serving a widow

- or the fatherless.

It is a matter of ngmg happi-

ness to others. It is very difficult
to feel dlscouraged when you are °

deing these thmgs Giving is a
natiral, uhhreakable law that
produces happmdss for the giver.
The key is to get your find off
yourself.

e Make each day\coum Paul
says that we are to tedeem the

time (Eph. 5:16, Col 4:5). The'~
New International Version trans- .
‘lates«{*phesmns 3:16 to read that

we should be * makmg the most

.. of every opportynity.”
the ‘more qulckly our -

. If. we allow ourselves to get

; lcthaggu_: in our approach toward
. life, we give 'ourselves time to ’
start thinking how much better

oﬁ' we ou_ght. 16 be.}

and problems can get the better
of us. When this happens, we
must, in spite of how bad things
may seem, hold on to God and
not let go. '» Lj
In spite of his many ‘hardshi

the “apostle Paul relied on God .
and did net allow himself to get
depressed. He toid the Corin-
thians:

"“We are hard pressed on every
side, yet not crushed: we are per-
plexed, but not insdespairy .perse-
cuted, but not forsaken; struck
down, bu.t not dcslroycd
therefore we do not ‘lose hean

"Even though-our outward man is

perishing, yet the inward man.is
being renewed day by day (II
Cor. 4:8-9, 16).

Paul certainly had ma
to-get discouraged. His lgtters and
the book of Acts record many
unplecasant predicaments in which

“he. found himself (1 Cor. 6:8-10,

11:23-33). Yet he did not let cir-
cumstances dishearten him! - |
N ““l ‘\I1ayfi;.learned 10 .bc content -

*

whatcver the cnrcumstances I

rcasons :

] -Mc_Mmuthnmmme need, and 1

- sométhing that you  must

,cndur, or do‘you take the initia-

know what it:is to have plenty. I -
;lave learned the secret of bc,mg‘

id strive to accomphsh as . cantent in any and every situfition, -

' -Cga ig serving pthiers
and the Wor of God? How you -

ion will deter-
dges- you (11

Every day you have a éhance to«
make an impact, ‘whether it be on'

_ the job, at home; with your fami-

ly, with yoyr friends .or else-

An excellent way to overcome-
fecling sorry for ougselves is by
. living the give way of lifer We
must
others, ‘but éspecially at times
when we develop an unhedithy
prebccl%pation with olurselves

)

ways Jook for ways 1o help .

within your own mdmdual sphere

< of influence. . - o
«Hold on to G d no matter »
what. The Christian life is notan

easy one. Everyone whom 'God
calls can expcct difficultics (Acts

14:27). At nm these d:fﬁcultles

whether, well fed or ‘hungry, R
* whether living in plenty orin want. -

I can do.everything: through him

\vhn_glvc& me s}rcngth" (Phll S

4:11713, N1V)..
As long-as we hold on to God

'God-'will not forsake us. (If Tim.

'3:11-12). He promises that He wn!i .
deliver s (Ps. 34:19). :

where_There_ mmucmymmm.» —-You need not suffer tnder ﬂw-

cloud of depression and despair. By
applying ‘these’ principles and by
building the right positive mental -
habits, you can develop a happier;;

- more positive outlook. You can )

win the battle over depres-.
sion! : O P
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' SITARING

Exercising Faith

S

he *‘man was deeply
_ shaken. - .7 .
- A drunk driver had Yun a
red light and hit his 8-year-old
son. The littlie boy now lay in a

coma in the lnanSch care unit -

of a ho\pltaL

.Thc doctors had dong ‘t“hc best

~"'they' could, but with so much °
internal bleeding and injury, they -

were doubtful if the child would
survive.

“Only God can help him now,”
one of the doctors said. -

* The. man was in the depths of
despair. He believed  that God
existed, but doubts and anxigties
kept, flooding” his mind. He' felt'
distant- from God — that God .

was “a Tong way off " How could T

he pray to God for help when he
had no faith
hear? e -

In tvhls musganorr, we see a
man-

28 The GOOD NEWS

e

that He would .

ho, faced wutlﬂa crisis, -

‘didn’t have €nough faith in God

to be able to pray and expect an
answer. His inadequacy held him
back from scekmg the help lhat
only God could give.

Have ypu ever felt a lack,.of-

faith when faced with a severe
trial? If so. thereis a solution to

this problcm You can havg living
every day —to face any

faith’
difficulty that arises: '
How? By learning how to use

- the faith God gives!
) leing by faith

"To most people “faith™ ‘is sim-
piy a belief that God exists, that

the Bible is +His Word or that -

Jesus is ‘the Savior of the world.
Of course, these concepts are

righ“f.“ﬁﬁf[ﬁ’e“i“ do ot capiure the  the ~“word of "His power
coipplete reality of what faith is.
Faith is more thaa just a dry
.mental concept. True faith comes

from God as a gift (Eph. 2:8) that

) must be mternahzed and acted on

if it is to bear fruit.
.words, faith without works is
dead (Jas 2:17-26).

The trype, living faith God
imparts is based on an ongoing
relationship between you and
your Creator — constant, inti-,
‘mate contact with Him, It's a
track record of trust — of cxpcrk
encing God living His life in,
. you.

The Bible admomshes Chris-
tians to always trust and fear God .
(Ps. 62:8. Prov. 23:17).
* faith ifvolves being God-centered
— walking with Him — day by’

Hay throughout your lie. You
must constantly be “‘building

fanlh” (Jude 20).

Those who walk with God by
faith receive powerful answers to
prayer. They are in constant con-
tact with Hlm' hen a trial
ariseﬂ' lhcy don’t thC to “work
up” faith — God h ady giv-
en it @thcm They have living,

"~ dynamic, ever-present refation-

- ships with God, and they know

. - that God will never leave them.

nor forsake them (Heb. 13:5).
—You, too, can have t iving
faith.- The following seven princi-

ples will show. you how. 9

Keys to powerfyl.faith =" -

~ 1) Be aware of God's presence - '

and renew your covenant. with
“Him daily. God is almighty —
omnipotent. His Spirit fills the
-entire universe - — His invisible
-presence’ is everywhere {Ps.
139:1°10).. He is at.this ‘very
moment upholding  all thmgs by

1:3).

God sees and knows your every

In other’

Living o

/ yoursel¥es up,on your most holy 5

* secret — your life is open to His -

*view (Heb. 4:13). Are you con; . |
stantly aware of Mim and stand £

¢

-

"t

(Hﬂrww-j i




" ing. in/ awe of His sovereign

power? ”

' When “one is bapllzed and
receives God’s Spirit, he begins a
new covenant — a special agree-
ment — with. God. If you have
done so, you had to.count the cost
and present yourself| a living sac-

. rifice (Luke !4 26- 33 Rom.
J2:3).

Now, each day, you must re- -

new your pledge of surrender and

obedience-— your commitment_

to unreserved loyalty and dedica-
" tion. Keep this fact in the front of

your mind and it will sustain the"

faith God has given you.

2) Be'instant in prayer. Put
God. first, from your waking
“"moments. Place Him at the cen-
ter of your thinking before pet-
sonal desires and activities start .,
crowding .ip) . .

{Fhe Blble comménds us to -

) zray without ceasing ' (I Thess.
:17): It is good to start yeur day "

wnh prayer and ask God tﬁgulde .

you throughout the day and kgep
you from falling into sin. Praysfor
instant slrength and’ self-control

when you encoumer destrucnve )

¢ attitudes. -

vy A]ways stay in an atmude f
* prayer and. sustain. an_ongoing
relationship -with God. -Allow
nothing to ‘break” your contact
with- Him — ‘become so clost m

God that ‘He’s just a prayer -

awa

its teachings to,every decision you'

you face. Remcmber it'’s not the -

hearers® but the-doers of God's
Word who will-be justified (Rom.
2:13). Faith comes by hearing

"~ and. obeyiag Gods instructions

"{Rom. 10: 17).
Allow the Bible to so ﬁll your
mind that it becomes the, basis of

~or wife, _
employee and neighbor. Sﬁend.
your time pursuing positive ven-

- Thess.

3) Lét the Bible Iwe in you.
Stud) the. Bible aily and apply-

powerful and succinct definitions

“"of-love in the Bible..Love is giving -
your life in Service to others.

With eagh person you meet is a

new opportunity, to express love

in some form — kindhuess, courte--
* sy, encouragement, recogmtlon or

appreciation. -

With «eath passing day you are.
-~ a step closer to the Kingdom of -

"God. Therefore, strive to improve

" over yesterday’s perfermance.

Work hard at setting the right
example — be a better husband
father or mother,

tures and striving to ba a- better
servant of God as you prepare

“yourself for Christ’s return.

There are literally dozens of
gpportunities around you to show

5 Respbnd 1o God’s Holy

" Spirit. God’s Spiriteis the power

by which He created and sustains
.all things. -l represents- His per-

" fegt attitude and strength that He
impagts to His servants to lead

them to do His will. .
‘We aré warned not to grieve or

quench God’s. Spnr;t (Eph. 4:30, 1

5:19). Weg should be

or provxsnon of phys:cal needs —
food, “shelter arfd clothing: Think
of miracles as the power God pto-.
wvides you to bvercome Satan,

as the strength He gives.you to liYe
a gclean; holy life. >~

If you are truly walking in -,
faith, you should begfth 1o experi- -
ence more miracles each’day.

7) Hold *on to God in your
darkesy hour. Trials will come i
every Christian’s life’ (Ps. 940}{5
I1 Tim. 3:12, Acts 14:22).

. trials are so ‘severe you'll be

~love each day.. Excrcnsc your -
faith! -

rcspondmg to it and allowing it to *
completely convert us until we -

are perfectly serving God.. -
When God’s Spirit leads you to
#recognize ‘sin or error, respond
immediately. Crush out the
temptation before it takes root

- anW¥ starts to grow. Be prepared to

tempted to give up and quit —a - ©
- grave illness, a death in the fami-

ly, the losswof a job, a lawsuit
where you - stand to lose all your:
possessions. There are times when”
the devil will unleash his full'fury
in an, effort to destray you.

Durmg these moments, hold on
to God and trust Him to the end..

. “Therefore submit to God. Resist .
the devil, and he will fiee -from
you” (I, 4:7).

.{God in His irifinite wisdom has
"decreed- that we each must stand
and give an account before Christ
of the way we have chosen to live
our lives.”We, then, should live -
‘each day with. this inomind. .

Remembering God’s. coming
judgment. shouid be one of the
greatest incentives' to living a
~ righteous and_holy life. We, as
. Christians, as‘opposed to the rest
* of the - world, are. being Judged
now (I Pet. 417). . .

An ongoing rolgtlomhip._

- must.make — 10 every ‘problem ~ resist Satan's aftacks — bg Vigi-

lant. (1 Pet. 5:8-9). Keep yourself :

. +in the fear of God so that He may

grant you-the faith to live trium-
- phantly.

6) Start expectmg mlracle&»

Answered priyer and God's pro-
tection” are. miracles. Any direct

intervention by God in your life;

- all your behavior. The more you - however small or nns»gmﬁcam it

expenen e the Bible, the greater
dur faith will become.

4) Lay down your life in ser-
T vice and make eath day count.
_ Jesus Christ said, “Greater love
has no onec than this, than to.lay
down one’s tife for his friends”
" (Johm ¥5:13). -

This

"7 increase.” And you ¢

is one of the most

may seem, is a miracle. As you

grow closer to God each.day, your -

"awareness of these miracles will

greater miratles t

n expect
e degree you
' submit to and rely on God.

Don’t think of God's miracles |

solely in terms of great healings,
deliverance yom horrendous trials

[

—Eead these seven steps again
and review_ them frequently,.
ake exercising them a part of
_wour everyday life. Unless you .
" resolve to apply them dxhgentiy,
they will do little moré than give

you a ternporary lift.

Living faith is an ongoing rela- -
tionship with Gode— a constanl
“daily trust.

As you exercis¢ God's faith, it
will grow stronger like "a muscle
_that is developed. You'll discover

“that looking fo God in any cir-

cumstance will eventually become
your first thought' — an instinc-.
tive response.

Then you'll really be meg by
faith! o
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y modem rehgsous behefs in light of Blble teachmg

,,Gﬁd’s Plan for Widows and Orphans

Every socnety, it séems, has its. less: fortunate people. Here .
i_ls God’s system for their support, aad how that plan works R
‘ ‘in God’s Church today. . : <

0 The Crucifixion Was Not on Fr:day

" Easter Sunday does not commemorate the resurrection!
~Christ did not die on Good Fnday' Irrefutable proofs reveal
- facts cmcnal to your salvation: . ~ - . -

. Let There Be Light! o

Few aspects of the physncal realm illustrate spiritual :
C truths as profoundly as the relationship between light and
TN darkness God’s Word has much to say about llght. '

o 'fj + Are You a Happy Christian?_

Thewvorld we live i in‘is by no means a happy one. Yet
Clmstlans should be the happlest people of all. How can
B wé be" Are there ntal keys 1 we are overlookmg" .




