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The plain truth’“'i:aj a little shocking — 'at‘z_d illuminating!

. ¥
a -
-

Yothing is so astonish-
: ing as the. truth' Ttis
- often stranger than -

ﬁctlon ,

Most peop}e who attend
. church regularly, or even occa-
sionally, would be really sut-

prised if they should..probe .

into their own minds far

enoygh to ask iWHY they go,-

and just WHAT is their reli-
© gious behef — and‘ WHY.

Do you KNOW?

As a baby, 1| was_ taken to

church. As a chlld 1 was taken to -

Sunday school and church. It was.
-4 Quaker church. | attended

church until was I18. Then 1

—began attendmgthc thcater~thc«‘
. athletic contests or the darice.

When. we were marned my -

“wife and 1 felt we ought toattend

church. We looked over the

churches in the general area of

ouf horhe, selected one that was
" convenient, . respectable, with- a’
* reasonably modern Puilding. '

friendly and personable pastor ;

and- members,we liked socially.
But wny d‘id we join? WHY
\dxd we attend church"

. thats about ali Did, we stop to*
reason why we ought' to attend -
‘church? Well, no. But all people

assume,

5 can’l understand the Bible.™
" "And, speaking of the Blble '

* By Hérbert W. A'rmstrong

about why! But hasn’tieverybody
always heard that one should go
to church?’

Of cpurse! And SO we sxmply
take for granted and:
accept- without qugstion what
we've always heard. Usualiy we
don't know wWHY. .

What did we believe?

Did we ‘have a definite Teli-
-gion? Reflecting back., my answer
would have to be “No” — how
about you? )

‘What did we behcvc" Well, we ‘

h no deep-rooted- convictions.
We believed, .of course, “ those
tlp gs we had most often heard

in ¢hurch. We believed in heaven .

and hell.— an ever-burning*hell.

- We believed in the immortality of

the soul. We believed in Sunday
and’ Christmas and New Year's

and Easter. and from boyhood I

had heard the pastor talk about a
few weird things, or names. or

thipg that had absolutely no
meaning_to e — “Pentkcost,”
“gréce,” \‘Antioch,” “sanctifica- '

- tion,” usuf‘mnon * “dead .in °

trespass% and sins.’
Of course | knew. all those

things came out of the Bible —

but then, | alway} sajd. “I jyst

~

’

certain superstitious awe. It was
beyond miy cemprehension.
Of course | :assumed our
. church got «ts beliefs out of the
- Bible. The preacher could under-
- stand it. But then, too; I grew up
- looking on the.minister as a per--
son different from the rest of us.
He was a sort "of holy rnan, not
tempted to sin or to enjoy the
worldly pleasures like the rest of
us. He was like' 2 man from
" another ‘world.

men laid their hands on-when tak-

ing the'oath of office. And it was *~ '

the one book I"should have been

But the Bible was the book -

too embarrassed to carry down.

the street.
~ Did T look on it as “the Word:
7 of God™? Well, yes, I-suppose so.

Hut then' T never thought of it in
spemﬁc terms as the message,’ the
instruction of God, to give mam
the explanation of what he is, and
why: he is here, and where he is
going, and how he ought to live,
v and how he can be happy. and
prosperous, and enjoy life more.
“ Somehow “rehgmn
Sunday morning — ‘except that .I'
had been taught that its prohibi-
tions lasted all day Sunday. It was
sin-to go to the theater. on Sunday

was, for

what does the average churchgoer
ghink about' the Bible? I think

%hould’ attend church, should . that in thosg years I was typlcal of"

-they not?” We supposed so. Why?
We~ probably dednt thmk much

many. It whs “the good Bodk.” 1

dxd, in a way, ,vegard it with a

and it was, a'sin to dance pr smoke

or swear or drink at any time — -
arid even theater goifig was -

-

“worldly” and probably a sin.
Playing cards was a sin, too.

. Religio? Well, vague!y I hads

(Co‘umued on page 24)
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Almost 3, 500 years ago, God ‘made | provzszons for the ~ . - |
support of widows- ‘
ancient plan is bemg

\

"I \he ‘iaoor. The 's..ick.
Widows and -orphans.
The uncmployed -El-

-derly people who can’t sup-.

By L Leroy Neff.

l’{ﬁ)ﬁl these peop!e are helped

" and 'the- ‘extent to which they are

helped varies- from place to
place P
In the United States, for exam-

port. themselves. [t seems
‘every society has its less

fortunate peop]e, and ours .

is no ekeeption.

Jesus Himself said it would

always be SO (Mark 14:7)!
2. The GOOD NEWS

g?c, the government provides
1al Security, welfare, the Food

Stamp program, unemployment

‘insurange.and Aid to Dependent
- Children. In the private sector,

there is the Red Cross, the
United Fund and the Salvation

nd orphans.- Her
mmtstered in a

e is-how this

A\od : wor‘la".‘ o

Aymy, to name only a few. There
vha§ even been anothker revival of . -~
*soup kitchens™ {o assnkt those in ¢
dire need.
Each country has its own wa
‘of “assisting the needy. The num .
bers of these people and the vari- . v
" ety and costs of bcneﬁls available
seem 10 be increasing.

~In" most areas’ of the world.
though. the difficulties do not
seem to be solved. Instedd. the?

N . . ;

by £ owr iy F i




.~ enth yvear — Lcw.

.. ond tithe, whi
T som'S oW 6

pro*alem grous more complﬁx and't
the.various systems grow Surther
from really proyiding mop»r“) for
those in genuine peed.

for people in need. Let me quote
from a comprehensue article
cnmle ‘Never More Urgeml\
Needed — God's Plan 10 Help-
. the Poor.” »\hch appeared in The
¢ Plain Truth:

“Situations may arise where
someone in need has no relatives.
to help or resources to draw upon.
God’s program ‘also provides for
such eventualities. Every third
year that the land was cultivated
and harvested (which is the same
-as saying every ‘hird and sixth’

uQ'

God’s plgn — (he,overy\
God. tod® has 2 plan fok#aring

) °hme m.cre“se’the same year. and

year out of a seven-year cygle, for:.'

the land, was to rest on the Sev-
. 25:1-7). a spe-
“- ¢ial tithe was to- bc coligcted. Its
* purpose was to pravide Yot shoev-
er “has ne portion har ?nhenmgcc

 #with you: -and- the ‘sirazger. and

the falhérlcss and the "wid; -
W
3 -eal and be satisfied .
14:28-29:426712- 15)
W\B“obsene this law éven
can. testify how liberally
renders hlS Ek{essmgs in -

((genl

" .« “Those

teday
Go

return.” S

. [thav they] may- came_

sigalt lay it up within thy gates:
"And thE Levite, {because he hath
.0 part anor inheritance with
tiee.} and the svanger and the
fatheri@ss, and the widow. which

blessings. From,a pure;\ physical
point of view, gwmg an additional
tenth of one’s income every three .
years wquld-seem to be a curse,
ngt a blessing. But there is an
.added dimension here = God! A

are ‘within thy. .gatesy shall come, - littie later in this articte we. will -

and*shali €at 'and be sausﬁc“d that
the Lord thy-God may bless thee-
in all the work jgie-thine. hand
which thou doest” (Authorized
Version). "‘\'

The third year tithe *
Notice that x‘h's\iithe is to be -

paid the Ihzrd year, not every

* year. This-rifeans during the third

and sixth years of a seven-year

&Lycle, as mentioned in the next

verse. Deuteronomy, 15:1. S
“The stated purpdse.of this tithe
is to provide fgod for four classes
_of people. The spirit and intent of -
this law obviously includes- not
*only food but qther needs; of sus-,

tenance,” These -people’ would not

be “satisfied” with food alone, if
the) ‘ere not also provided cloth-
ing.- er and othier needs.| . .

people, mentioned. The ﬁ;st tad
“ifo’ part nor inheritdnce.” The

second mlght be called'an ifiner- -

.- ant strangei or guest who was not.
a part ofethe local community,.

poss:bly‘unemplowcd and lopking .

Let's focus on that statemend >4fpr work. He might have needed

and eXplain in more detailiexactly- .
what God has mslnuc!ed and how
it is Being carried -out loday in. -
His Church. This special*tithe is
ometimes called the poor tithe.
However, it "t nat specificatly -
.designated in-Scripture as-a tithe '
for’ the pgor as g,class of pe(;)pic~
‘rather, it is for people who are in
certain spccnﬁed}categones
Sometifes it is called the rhird
. tithe, though this designalion is

confusing to seme people. It is .

caljed by this name to distinguish

_ "sit from the first tithe, which is for

“the direct support of the Work of
God (Mal. 3:%42), and the sec-
is for each per-
i keeping God'y
festivals (Deut 14:22-27).

One ofi the two places wherg |

this tithe or tenth is mentiongd is
Deuteronomy 14:28-29:

““At the end of three years thoy

’ N sha!t bnng forth all the mhe i

assiStance until hafound employ---
him the -assistance

ment: f
would hac\% been a sort of w
priming’ ntil he could help Fm-

self. The thard the widow, might
ot have’of;en able totag‘amfmly
employéd if she had mijnor chil-. -
" “dren or was elderly: The fourth,

the father!s;ss were minor chil-
dren who had no.father. ‘They -

. may or may not have bad a moth- -
“er, and could. not suppon them- -

selves as minbOrs.
Thére segms to be a common
denominator in these' categories:

read of living proof that God does
bless people who obey this little- |
understood law

~Should apostles serve
tables?

In the New Testamem there
are two passages that have a bear-.
ing on this Oid Testament law.
The first is found in Acts -6:1:
“Now in those days., when_ the
number of the disciples was mul-
upl)mg -theré arose a murmuring °

. against the. Hebrews by the Hel-

lenists, :because their widows
were negleﬁed in the dal‘i) distri-
bution.m

The newly eslabhshed Church :
‘of God had its growing pains. The

) apostles did not have timeé te take

care-of the physxcal assistance to

. widowsy that was required. These
~Notice the four. calegoncs of .. physical duties would have kept

them from taking care of i .impor- :
tant spirital duties. - i

Fhe solution was tgordain. sév- .
en spemally chosen men to the

" office we call*deacon toddy.- The:

\*

The peoplé were not necessarily’ |

poor, but 1he) all ‘might either
temporarily or permanéently have

' “been unable to help themselves. ™

Another umportam point is

- mentioned in the last part of verst

29: God would bless the tither in
all that he did. Sce also Deuteron-

. omy 26:12-15.

Obediencs to God s law brmgs

, Church took care of the need by ™"
appomtmg and ordaining these
men to administer the distribu-
tion of food and other necessjties

~ for these widows. -

The second text is I Timothy -
5:3-16. -Paul sizessed. that the

‘responsibility for widows® supports
-'is: primarily on children and:

grandchildren {vérse 4) or other(
relatives. Those widows ®#ho had ™
no converted relatives to rely on
had to rely on theé Chugeh. |

Sonte havg become confused
over verse 9, thinking it refers to
qualifications for support by lhe
Church.

On close examination, though,
it should be evident that this
verse -is referring to a class of

“widows . who “apparently per- | T

formed some- kind of special ser-

--vice to the Church ai that time:

This pﬁssag‘e concludes wilh
verse 16: “If any believing man or.
woman has widows, ‘iet them
relieve them,: and, do’ mot let me

: Fﬁbruary 1984




church be burdened. that it may
relieve those who are really
widows.” The last phrase in this
verse reads as follows in the New
Englsh Bible: “so that it {the
Church] mayv be free to sup

those who are widows in the full

sense of the term.” The Church,-
was applying the-instructions of -

Deuteronomy 14-and 26 in the
spirit and intent of the law by
providing for widows who had no
support’ from their Jown physical
families.

X New conditions  °
- The administration of this
law mtst obviously e slightly
“different now from when
Moses wrote it gown ‘almost
3.500 years ago. At that time it

. appliedto the physical fation - *

* or congregation of. fsrael. but:
the administration was handled
lécally in each town or gity, —
that is, “within.thy gates.”™ |

“Today. instead of ar physical
nation. we are a spiritual -body

-of believers — the Church.
These funds are administered -
-and accounted.for b§ the head-
quarters or by regional sffices”
around the world. but the local

.$ministers of God's Church
evaluate’ all local needs or
requcsh and ihen request
checks for thé appropriate
amount ¥ach month for cach
qualifying- person. Headquar-
ters of regional accounting

- offices prepare and mail the .
checks. For. temporary or
immediate need, the minister
may issue checks locally.
Detag‘ls ‘including the name of

« the recipient and amount, are °

support himself again. When the
‘amount. .received by 'the Church
exceeds the needs of the “widow,
fatherieéss and stranger.” the
‘remaining funds are used for sala-
ries or expenses of the
Levites,” or the ministry of the
Church, as provlded for in Deu-
“teronomy 14:29 and 26:12.

Here are examples of the .
blessings!

= " And now. here are actual

. qudtes from those who have been -

A hird tithe assisys those
who can’t help themselves.
- Both contributors and
~-recipients have learned that
God keeps His promises!

“spiritual ’

spring and

— in fact, it has been booni-
ing, which meant excellent -
bonuses” this past winter.
Also, in spite of a bitteriy cold
January that witnessed mid-
night Yeliveries of LP [liquid .
petroleum] gas té two of our
neighbors, our bills were
incredibly iow. }

Now, with the coming of
the end of the
heating season, the financial

tlook is bnghtenmg We are
ouUl of debt, with mo in the

bank, and are 'congidering
the purchase of a second
car. God has alsoc blessed
us with the expected arrival
ot a new family member by
the year's end. We have tru-
ly been blessed in the
Church of the living God.
Minnesota

The employ ment outtook iff
many countries is indeed bicak.
Many are out of work or only’

" sorking part .time. Does con-
tributing third tithe make
sepsc in such a situation”?

i just finjshed -my third
tithe year. I rmust admit that
since 1 didn't have much
work, { had to.learn to have
faith in God to provide for
«my needs. But it is true that .
God does provide for every-
thing we need it wé seek

- His Kingdom and rightecus-
ness above ail eise. Recent-

~ly | received a rather large
sum of money, totatly unex-

Our Creator is ‘certainly
very generous -and merci-
fuls, .

then reported to lhc account-
ing office: =
- In ancient lstael need was han-

dled mainly by contributions of

foodstuffs from an agricultural
~community. ‘Today assistance is
- through nfonetary contributions.
7, The Church under this pro-
gram is assisting those who can-
‘not; help themselves. For thost
whg are neither widows nor fath-
erless; assistance is Wsually

offered on a temporary basis. In

such cases it is usuatly the Upump
priming”” application, or tempo-
rarv help until the pérson .can

4 The GEOD NEWS
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the contributors as well as the
remprenﬁs of this third tithe. The
experiences,of these péople prove
that God keeps His promises!
First, let’s look at excerpts of

letters from contributors. Here is |

one from a family blessed with

pay bonuses, low heating bills, a
" new babyrand more: R :

It is our-third tithe’year, Qnd ,
we have been bleseed for

trusting God -
slack.- My pid
ment has had fm@h business

e._up the

job a year

of empioy- -

aneso@g
G&)d has biessed

the, enting.,
family of this tither

«

. This has been my third tithe
year and God has biessed me
abundantiy. | started a new
ago and have
missed onily two and a haif =

- hours due to sickness. So He '
‘ha¢ blessed me with good

heaith. My daughter got mar-:
ried two months ago to a very -
nice, clesn-cut man. Also my -
son and his wife were bap- -
l!xad just a tew days &go,-

pected, and a futl-time job. - -



| -

which was a very happy occa-
sion. | could §o on and on —
my cup runneth over. | give
God thanks for-blessing me so
abundantiy.

Okiahoma

We hava been in Hir new
home for just a week now, S
we thought we'd write and it
you know dbout cur third tithe

year.
ever had and it has been an
exciting learning experiencs.
W@ approached it with antici-
pahon butl  also with some
wondering of how we waere
going o make ends meet.

To begin with. we were

+ . able to buy very cheaply

enough g@od Quality carpet to
cover the fioor of most of the
rooms of the flal we were liv-
ing/in, and also our litlie vege-
table garden yielded exceed-
ingly well. My husband re-
coived a hoalthy pay rise and
“also was aliocgied a new
office which jus! happens te
be in an area awdy from all-
. the cigaretté smoke4hat use

1o be a part and’ pam;el of ms

- other office. ;-

Then we, saki- our flat and

- were able lo° bug ‘this house.

. The house was the only one
“on the market that was really
"in our price range, and it has
almest. everdy fteature we
requesled éi‘i ouf prayers., so
we're thrilled. As well as aH
this,
than the usuayumber of invi-
‘tations to share meals with
olhers. We have been given
material and clothing, blan-
*ets for all the family and gro-
ceries and food.
. New Zealand

’

We have just ccmp!eled our

first third mhe year and would

like to teli you how very much
God has blessed us through-
out this year.

Just after ow third %

“owners

It's the first one we've '

there have been wmore .

year began, fina_néé for our

_ first home was made available

to us. Previous inquirigs in thus
area, made a few months prior
tc the start of our third tithe
year, had ‘met with no suce
cess. In August of last year,

God provided u¢ with a fine,

comfortable home corhélete
with a beauliful, established
garden. Then the governmaent
announced that first-home
would quailify for a
special tax réebate of up to
£1.000 & year for five vears'
What a bonus!

We had se-arai pgces af

furniture for cur home given

to us and managed to acquire
others a! very reasonable
prices. Just afler ‘e moved
into bur new home. | was giv-
en 3 promotion in-my job, and
a fow weoks later. my hus-

band was ais0 given avaise in

income.

Gur bBudge! on papeor jusi
did .not see™ to work out, but
we fouhd that we aiways had
encugh finance to pay any
bilis and to buy the things we

required. We even had enough
- for a wesk and a hait's hoﬁida§

in !ho South istand.

% . New Zealand

Pocs 1t seund b ko T 1\.*";: third
iithe would .undue hard-
ships? € bu:,qg in this way it
i wet ol faith, which God wiil
ubunds'm'{a reward! Notice these
NEXL CXPETICRCEs:

'God is blessing me this

third tithe year with warmth, a
jeb, & ride to work,
ciothes, good health, peace of
mind, elc. — where do | stop
Wwith all-my blessings? | strive

daity to really thank God for

all He gives. We’ vg _been hav-
ing cold, icy weather, but | am

stilt able to get to work. | real-

ly like my work and have the

opportunity to s@t a good

example every day.
‘ Oklahoma

My third tithe year wm soon

end, so | wanted to take the
time to fet you know about the

many blessings my family and

i have received. | am self-

-
’

food,

.

work.

" employed and for the first few

months of the third tithe ysar
-

my business bagan 2 drop. |
iost severai impogtant ace

’coungs and became very con- -
‘cerngg about being able io

provide for my femily. Howev-
er. i decided io trust God ang

continus to dlhe.”

Since that sfow stari. God
has worked overtime to get in

- atl the blessings. Not onty has

my business pighed up the

‘loss. but it has fcreased by

almost S50 perceni. | have
besan able 16 take my oldest
J into business with me as
well g3 purchase emxpensive.
nesded gquipment dnd a new
businesy var, | have also ‘B@@ﬂ

. my son and daughter baptiféd

into Gog¢'s Chumh and a sec-
ond san gcepsea to Ambas-

sados Colipge in Pasadena.

1 North, Caroima

My‘"th!m tithe year has gust :

been filled with blessings. |

found an apartment just 10
minutes from my work, and -

for a very reascnable prices |
aiso had unexpected income
and recgived a raise in.my
I am gertain[y very
thankfu! to God

,  -France

1 just want to\ tell you that |
have recently finished my
third tithe year. When I-started
it § received an imheritance.

. . During my third tithe year |

kitchen:

check .for third tithe.

‘retired, being 65 years olid,

and soon after | completed my
third tithe year- my husband
gave me a completely new
1 am ‘indeed well
blessed. '

. Canada

Once again I'm enclosing a
it's a
wonderful feeling experienc-
ing third tithe. instead of

.being ‘burdened by more bills

and less money we are being

" blessed with jus{ the oppo- -

site. We've just paid off our
major tredit card that we hav-
en’t been able to pay off in
three years, leaving us with
more money than if we hadn’t

-gone into the third tithe. Also
-

Februzry 1884 5




.-

‘-t getting a raise an pos-
sibie promotion. Not only that,

bSt.in this lime of economical .

gloominess i've eéven got-a
,part -time job doqng something
t've always wanted to do. To
tgp it off, when we come out
% qur third tithe year our car
iocan. vmi be compsete!y pard
off,

We just thank the etemaﬁ,
loving God for a wonderfui
tmth and thrd tithe because it
wprks — at,,really wOorks.

- Canada

o

~
_ ~  -Since commencing my third
tithe year | have been truly
blessed ji many ways. Three
outstanding examples are: ,
iy Compensation for dam-
‘age caused in a car accident.
2) A pay raise and five

momths’ back pay from' the -

{ beginning of the year.

~3) A new-interest of my wife
‘in sewing clothes for the fami-
ty, giving us betlier quality

clothes atenuch lower cost.
* _Praise and thanks to the
almighty God who has devised
and ordained the tithing sys-
‘tem! it really is a blessing to

be under God’s government.

- Australia
Our fam'ﬂyi went to the
Feast this past year with the
- realization that it was the
beginniog of a third tithe year
for us. ‘Whnfe we ware gongto
the Feast a represemtative of
‘ap_oil company that has had a
_capped-well on our land since
we purchiased the land six
years ago left papers at our

house regarding piping the ,

gas out. The oW company
offered us a substantial
ount per acre ‘of the land

thef would' use for the pipe- .

fine. Four weeks later the man
was back with the papers for
us Yo sign, but the amount of
the original offer had doubled.
" 'We knew it was God fulfiliing

His promise of Malachi 3:10.

" We were giving doubls to God
"and He gave double right
back.

God's' Iaws truly are Iivlng
laws. How_ wonderful it is to

5 The GOQD NEW.

know that the third tithe is
going to he!p peopﬂe in need.

u could pay an exf
percent of your income and yet
end ap with
started with? Wejl, r
examples: -

This year is my third &
year and J've been biessed
more than ever. Not oniy his
God blessed me with my
everyday necessitios but also
with things | thought i couid
never obtain — or at jeast
would have to wait until |
*‘strike it .rich.”” He even
healed me from.a sickness 1

:had for about eight years.
"’ §piritually, ©'m learning, un-

derstandmg more andg grow-
ing. | fesl good these, _days
and | have peace of mmd joy,

$5. 1 stilt

\

contentment and a craving for -

God’s inspired Word.

I’'ve never in my. Me feit o
blessed! Yet, | don’i deserve
one bit of it. it’s the result of
the love ¢t God for striving to
keep His commandments.

This time -last year, | was

\1 strugglmg _along trying to,

nfake ends meet. This year, |
have encugh money to pay my
debts amd even fo give to
those in need. The strangest
thing in a third tithe year is.
that no matter w har: 'R

*. try to figure it out on paper, it

never works — you always -

come up short. Butf when you
do what yo ve to, it aiways
works out has not failed
me yet a ‘don’t think He
ever will, W :
) Washington, D.C.

B | her ceases to amaze
me how a third tithe year is
always full- of gurprises. Each
month f maké up a budget to
fet mea kmdw where | stand
money-wise. Many times when

the budget is made up | find
that | am way into debt. But at

. the -end ot the money, when

the real figures are put down,
! learn-that | anv either break-
ing even or that | am saving

i

wthird tithe year is over,

Have roughly six
more montHs to go before my
byt |
am looking torward to’ see -
what other surprises God has
in store for me.

Qanada

My wife and | would like to
share with you some o% the
incredibie blessings we «e-
‘ceived during this third tithe
year. At tHe beginning of the _
year it just didn’t seem poOSSi-
bie to be able to-make it
through the year, paying thise
tithes om the income | was
receiving. But we botk de-
cided to step out and obey

“God- regardiess. 1t certainby

paid big dividends. Qur mighty
Creator certainiy backs up His
promises-in wondertdl and
__mysterious ways. During this
year our every neegd was sup-
phedr in abundance enabling
-us to give and share 'many of
our blessings with others. . -
" These .were some of our -
blessings, with estimated val-’
ue: néw car ($4,000), clothing
and outings to restaurants
{hundreds of-dollars), new
Bible ($30), free car repairs’
($500), car insurance paid
($120), anonymous money
sent in maii ($120), food —
meat, honey, eggs: etc.
plied every week
(hundreéds of doMars). . -
And the list goes on —
blessings too numerous to
record in thiz .letter. God's
way of giving certamry pays
off, as this year has proved to
.my wife and me. -
New Zealand

This next writer actually
rcg{c&s that the third nzhc -year is
ending! :

. .} must say t am in no hurry
to see my third tithe vear end.
The benefits have bsen ob-
vious,
‘share them with you:
‘1) Three substantiai pay
raises In the first six .months.
2) Futi-time use ot a compa-
ay vehicle. ~
3) Dhe abjlity to save far ,
{Continsied on page 23,

and |- would kae tor o



- ant he fad —severs

Can idul; sume fowers und n

Sumc yoars apo 1 oway
v invited (o visit the
hote of o youny, member of
Hie Worldwide Church of
God in Asiac He was o sju-
dent, and lived with his par
ents. Flin parents, however,
Cbelonged th one o the
“ Oriental relipions,

Iln‘ nhnde it dithieult - Jor -

hpn u\ live a € I"I”x Bit h

ucﬁghmr
e wanted 10 ask, e,

CWhut slitsuld 1 o shout | tlml v
thinp?" he asked; pulmlng t) w
-mmrl ultar Imugmy ot therwall,

“Such-altyrs are™n cominon Niph(
in Asie, My peopl¢ put; Hiem’,

“up to provide o place” e the;

househuld”pods.. Thero iy, umiully -
ILw
incense sticks.

el n n jpht, before he guus lu'

bed, my ther put o ridu o

-pm\ ide n place

even stw | don’t hiko it 1 o it

we have e o place for the dev.
il in wur howse.”

P oxpluined that Hu shoudd ot

woiry, stive wi idol s othing,
(1 Cor Beb), and that at the sume
e he shiould vespect Bl e
onis” ripht o practioe thelr reli-
pion, But 1 could see i polnt.

“Nubody in his vight i) would

ddiberately po oul of the way to
tor the dovil,
il he?

O wuuhl et

A pldou In ypur mlm:} :

Sutay i Tookiig Iun W
."phwc Fle dovsn ™ reglly -
Wit Pluvy onsthe wall .
Sul punt,, il u!nph: ‘
L wliogl e Tty i ficued

deveived., th W luluz
| lLliglml Al k\u(wa

suneh abyut the [Illlh‘

Wit Safon rog ‘ .

iy oo plaeo . lhd “Tieant N

wid iy OF thoke:
iy called oiet, of ol
¢ ghony coufusion’ o I in
Iliu frue Chorghy - &

But God's chosen ..

lie would not ke u phude for

“the develtiul

. DO g to hul stolglor i

A Place for the Devil

i R et

they tad vy ol the swm probe
ety an we do taday, So Paul
wrote: “Put olf, concerilng your
turmer’ conduet, the old an
which grows corvopt seaording, to
Tustu, and Lo
vesowed  hn the spivit of your
mipd ... put on the tew man
which wnu crontod aeeording 1o
Gud, i righteousness ad trye
holinews™ (Hph, 6:22-34),

Puul thep prlulnml that wnh
God's help, the vld wayy & lyiap.
aud trylng to tikesadvantopo, off

. nllwm v he overgonie: “ll)cw«
) lom, pntl,imi uway lyinp, uuuh ane

5 spenk tryth witie hlu neighbuor, Tor!
wc wre penibery nl une’ mmthm“',;

.(\tqmﬂ .,L) S
; a\mwr. Iuul tmn;wu., -onum\wm

they i) huve o e bgoughty
umlc:l umm'ol B, gy gl

o ulu not sin® du' ot 161t ‘h\li; no

Ldywn on your wratht* (Vﬂ]v‘w )
Almllml Lrinnlutiiog sy, |
uu M tied angry,” .

Tht iy va.u-llvm m,{vi
e ‘taken literably,

1] 1
pent-up rapd’ over thmﬁf Ah
e lmp]u.nul during the: o.luy !
that unper i divected iggrindts

@ adevil, wonld fheyt Would
Dot be too surd, t
Sutan and” his denons dy -not

Hnﬁvd 1w phystel i, They are !
splvity,

evil Npuiln s wd hey:

b on the lookout for A spicliual
:’pluw to o thelr inischict, llmt
e cogld be your mind.

Up until the tipe you gre um.’

! ‘vulml, your mind: Ay arngl, and
< you et o Whe will -of" ¢4
(Rom: 8:7): But. atfier uhuvuu m

= you bepin, with the’ help of “flie

i nmmbcr ol your Twnily, résolve .
~ the probleni-betote rdlhhm i

S8 o friend, o quig:k ‘phone . unll.
might help. :
““Néver o to'bed. nugry".iu yot
jueal o little phititude thit; Pl put
in"to tHl up space.’ 1t should be
followwd. It I8 goud uth Yuu

will sledp better.

A But there i u ful more hupm

tum reuson why “you rﬂmuldnl

“llow, yourself to smolder withs .

~unpbe, Noghie the next’ vmw&

v

other Ru/d up there on the shiell’;

s an lfering o ‘the idol) the::

youny ' mu c,‘xph\hn,d “ln the
morning the food i pone,” OF
u)ux%. pmbuhly iul-i L‘ut Iu hut

Holy Spivdty, o muke llm; mlml i “Nor
,think diferomly, 0"~ :

~The apostle Paul u(muhu,d thi

i his letiér tto the peaple off
K unuuu LphwuuL it '»ccnw thul

; (vcssq.

lvc,. pluw "t pthe, dwu"
7). Al ey nifjid, full of ¥
uwmmem “and plany Tor 'nvuuw.

* mokes u maush better 1)1uuylov

'snu\n tlm dwi! flum o lahell




Yook af s

. Just means

wall. Satan, Hke

stantly watching

ing for a way. to pot

reseitinent wre senbiepts he
undortands, 1 yoy' give him p
chmnee, he will work on those
v»ljng s totry to (lovclnpn ool ol
bittertions.

Dovlillsh attitudos

Neariy two thousand ysars ngo
Sutan notieed tlml Judls Iyoariot
was bullding ‘an attltude of
rosentmoenty tovared  Josiy, Sutan
wilited putiently and then, whin,
the time was |lwin he wan uble to
onter into Judas un(i um- him o

* betray Jows (Luke 22:3-4). 0

) Juduy vever hygd ponerto bbd
“dnpry, Wi wrotched xut(Uudﬂu
could have bgen nipped by the
bwd, pod IuB pmhuhly woulsl have

still_ become one of the “origingl

apostles: Tuitend, - b sflownd hii

L anpy mind o lwumw Xy uood

*plugss ta. Lho,dqvq,,, o
A e ol the unly..
| th( proyidos: n‘\n\ oy, 1lm z!u\'ll

. you_have . bigtor 'vitVy s
- devkbng i yuur Terts, o wot

boast’,und. lie* aghinst thie” truth’ .
This wwdnm dpcw ot dmmml
from above, bul is uuthly. e
sual, demonie.”

Jumey s explaining, that £Ho-
tions such as envy and iqulumy
and the desire lot revenge: ure
never a product of the mdnd of
God. Thoy come (rom . the minl
ol mun, cu:thly und sensual (that

“nataral"). .

- But, James points out, these,
'[ﬁ(»ﬁgh\l are ulfo “demonic’ or
devillsh. "This is the way the devil
thinks. Sv when Satanfinds a
mind thiit Is consuned with envy,
twisted by Feelings of vutrage and

" injustice and bent on revenpe, le

finds o kindred spirit. 1t will"be™
b

ensy for bim to find o place 1n that

o thid. Then, when he hus sottled

in comfbriably, he can help feed
_the envy and strife with his own
special brand of troublemaking,. ',

If you allow it, Satan. fans the

Satan's povernment must be?
How ciun Satan have any spirit of

“unity and hurmony md love

angong, the demsons ho rules?

Their churactery-diko, his, is set oi
rebollion. 'I'hoy , loel unm\lnmnl

*toward God, W\Nuyu tliwarts’.
thete plins, 1My have bothing

but hatred for' the” men, und
wotien who wre nuide i i
Image. ‘The demons know the

will bo dofonted, Tor Jenun slredy

has qualitied (o voplyle Satan,’uy
world ruler, Satun has nnllth o
. of tho Holy Spirit, tp keop Sitan

olfer them now, ekeept nn’otornls’
ty of truateation and thwarted evil
Intent. ‘Theré can be no renl Iuvn
oy dettonts ¥ 1o l()yully. o,
thiny,. plvuu'«n mupm ation, = o

Their only “success” ciin comi

. yever by uble lo ontlco iy loud

. uway o porson who is totally

involved in pml(_nnuup, God's
growt connninsion und is propur-
- dnge for un oteriity of wrvice in
Cod's Kingdan. &

Hin best efforts to break in mnl
vister will fall guinat o miod Uy

* s nlways striving o lm‘*t uf things
“the why Ciend doos, and is, willing .

to bring every thought under con-

lr.ul (I Cor, 15:5). ‘
Penuy proved thut § ls possible

h)i o huninn: being, with the help

out: “Then Josus wan led up by
,lln hplnl into the wildggness to
“he.tempted by the devil. And'
‘when ‘He had fusted forty days

Cand forty niplits, afterward e

from seoing how many of Godl -+ waa hungry. Now when the

people they can trick out of etdrs,
ol life, Satan and his dmm‘lfﬂf
.lmvv no pther pmp(')w exeopt to -

' hytisal, and 1o Kill, -md m dwu!wy"'

o "ﬂuhu L0T0)

——Guard-your- mlndr

‘ .Iaclv‘vne)

hy whul |lm apoy-
1 "Wlimu vy, ;.
i -Oxisl xvmnm'aiom mld A
vvbry. wll lhjny. w;ll Bysthype”
(" mh kH H'r) Ca
“ho ujxlrn

t k }:'\g'«l;m xAngl o
yreduamd Dring wit
N i mind .,

will fun envy Wi, &ltil’b ifitd con-

quiun and every evil. WOrk' chcr

0

foiget whi - lmppuxml' W Judig.

; tompter came o Him, ho said, *If
You we the Son of God, cpure

“hand that these stonmes become

‘bread' " (Matt, dil-3). ;
CrJesus uulilz have thought,
2"There’s nothing wron, With that!
Chave every right to eat. bread
filter fusting 40 duys -~ just as we
anjght think, ¥ have every right (8
hultl u prudpe opuinst that persos
u!tu ‘what he did to me.
PBut-Jepus didn't give in. ”L
kilow that, however uppculmy. and
“satisfylng 1t nay seem, piving o
“plice o the devil 1y nlways futal,
sAnd He knew that »myiug glose .
to God, rather than fodusing on

carmul feolings, Is the way to keep

- the devil out. Satan did his best to

when he made. u pluce kmf the 7 -tempt Jesus, but Jesus resisted

dovtl,

The Bible shows us thut sgu[l '
semotions ny unger, mwy"umamt !
sment gnd revongy, it b dope !
trolled qulckly, before Ypoy
beconie nesting' boxed ;‘urv ,hu,'
thoughts of Sutan, W o nﬁm)h
allow him to get uvun n»smxill
hundhold,

*You can- keep bumn out "ul
your mind. He can find no pluce
in u mind that s yuick to- forgive,

INSh

him, and Satan eventunlly was
foreed to udnut dofent und slunk’

trugic exumple of Judas shows us
Jjust whut can ppen when-a per-
son —. gny of us .- lets vanity,
suiger, pride and resontment Bet.
the better of him,

riSomme lours ‘after lie b\.tmyul

Jcaus. Judas u;ipummly came to

his senses, ab least jn o carnul,

“ways He roulized whut he hod’

;dong and felt humanremorse and
" rejgret. .lmlus trigd to undo the

tistakes and that refuses to lmc»  dunuige, bud it was 100 late (Matt,

...l‘

L3

“awiy (Maity T CBUT the T

o

flmges of hatred ‘und strilfe and
ntakes thom worse than ever,
Have you ever thought what o

* wretched, competitive and utterly”

miserable place tli\e seat of

bor prudges. ‘He is repelled by a .

mind that is humble and rutusus b

to become discontentéd py
enviouy when others-attifn
‘nchievement and success, He will ®

27:3-5). He"had mvade o pluce for

thd dovil, and butun‘ nm\'ul right

ln and used him,

- Satan would like to do ‘the *

at\mc to you. [
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should foliow His stepe. It B:14), and wmong the desiruble  vain, for the Lord Will not hold f
Josus woro not tedching colle  characteristios of u deacon (1 him pmltluw WATO tukes HHis nmm‘ o
bacy by His example, why ' Fim. 3:12), a0 elder (Tit 10) or  in vain® (Hx. 20:7). NS .
' « didn't Ho marry? : w “bishop” or minister (I Thm, Jusus Chtist's nume iduntihc-e ! ] |
“ . . 3:2) s that be be o muneried man, - TH as our Saviop, It conveys to h
fu Matthew 19:4-6, Josus con- (FTim: 1:5). So we can suy with.  our minds llw 'I,cpumlmn wnd oW ) /
lnnwd the sanctity of mmluwv i, the e Banl 1 i sonsibilitie i ‘0
, " llt UYU‘; joul hy (IU()“”P l(()lll ) e apostie unl; on w ILWU wi respousibities, , i : : - v
A “\ ings some claim todase n doctrine You, 0 name is important in 0 } ' &
Ih creation \\munl (Gien, 1:27, R " bh's\ bt g Gigtlts sight! v \
2:24), He further supctified mar- of pricstly celibnogh that “mnr "‘K s sigh v ‘
Vg In verses 8 and 9, by strictly *rinpe s honorable jmong, il und But Just wluu doey llu‘u plmm o
. tenching wgainst divoree. \ the boed undetiled™ (Heb, HA’) in Jesus® Juge™ sipnity! !
o " Bl e o Panl even clussified commandod God's Mluistors, when per- : ’
@ But v USIA had V_““d,““‘“l)"".i‘f"‘l aclibacy with dootrines of demons #\forming the dutles of their ' a
~, "ot marrying. The biesh physical ey Dgepoaye s © Wffices, close their letters: with ; e
' " circgmstanoes sursounding. Fis. But, physical rensons aside, the  this phirases Pustoy General Her. |- ; VA
’ - minlitry, prophesied in Isaiah 53, i hows that Jesus was not bert W Anmgstronp, closes his lots / -
\ ‘\Jf‘j“m i"{"“ l’:”’““‘i‘: ”:“‘ "“";" free to marry fin the flesh, bectuse — ters tosco-workery and memblers - A
, { "lt;.‘lﬂ I?“'““ ";“ ‘l“ WNaAIe  he wiw bound untjl (l%by i of God's Chureh this way, ‘ v
\w““ wwve wahtod 1o be toset U8 ypeyiouy marringe. ‘The phrase “in [Jesus® namg" I ‘
i exunple. And Jesus knew He T'he Bible shows that Jesus was just. another way | of saying “by\ .
‘would die ancarly, -dgonlzing o Crentor, the God of the Old ., Jesus ‘Christ's ou hority™ or, ; s
¢ duidth &"" would have Teft, His lwlumuul (John 1:1:3, 14, Lph. " the diréet reprosentative of lmus '] ' ? |
young Wile u widow. © 39, Heby 1:2), and the OId Tenta ( hrist." SRR G
Yo Ifvould have been casior. for | yeng relationship between (ud When * glosing 4 letter, (m(l‘L R
N ’“'“““‘U po oft, pet martiod and - (Joguy Christ) and the nati minir-lum use this phrase to signi- P
P live'it *sormal Yife, forsuking, 1lis Istnel was o marvioge” mvumm fy that they dre '\»Lthm us, repre- g
M missioft on carth,, But i dupire (l‘au. 845, Jer. 3:14). N sentutlves of Jesus: Chirist, Llnmg . [}
Lo o do the will 6 His "'"“w' “"Fhius! when Jesus (hnim wis  the work of Chelst and Ilg "
;e (Mutt, 20:59) e Him willing g flesh, TN waw still bound by - Chureh as His called agdd” eldfon o AN
Lo to forsake phybicl “marrimge, o prrigge 1o Israel, and>was not . ministers. 1t algo shows thut dgsus » \
v pood thing™ (Prov. 18:22), fora e o marey: It He had married — Christ, the living Hoeud ‘of (xt\g/s., : /” . o
better thing. And so He said: * - v she (lésh, He wotld have com- - Chureh, backs up what they have & o NP
« % “All cannot aceept this Sﬂyi"g' mitted ddultery. writteiiin the body of the letter. . / ‘ S
but_only, those. to whom lt-llx@g ¢ Ghelst's déath terminated the Since, when you are writihg o ¢ I A
) beeh given: for there ure eunuchs™ ‘marriage’ wvumm with, Israel, personul letter to soimieone else In - T ;
) _ who were born, thus ffom their  muking Him frée to nfarry Mm God's Chirreh, you are iol neting s s
— mother’s” womb, il THere arc New Testument Church,/whicl Is ~ ~us Christ’s rcprwcut’lﬁ'i%ﬁ' [T AL
¢unuchs who were made eunuehs  referred to uy the Bride of Clrist  would be wrong to sign your let- ..~ / L
by mien, and there are cunuchs (K ph. §: 122-27, 32, 11 Cor. 11 2),  tor “in Jesus Christ's name.” ™ L
who ‘have made ‘themsgives 1o be nurriedto Christ at Hiy'  Doing so could acthully be taking R \
cunughs for the kingdom of ieav-" Second: Coming (Rev. 19:7-9). Christ’s nume, in vaip, for. the b ‘
‘en's _syke. He who s uble - to “Fyr from condemning mar- . ¢ phrase *“in vain® (}x 20 7) - [\_ Y
“raceent ity let hime aceept 9 rluge, Jesus Was preparing Him- . meuans Sto 1o useful purpose.”, B 1
(Mml 19:11-12), - self, and iy now prepuring: His | !ldwcvur, it would not be . l ’
. Those who yre “able to’aceept * Churely, for the migst joyous mars ' wrong'to close u letter to a friend SRR {
' i(t are pliose called t0 a harsh, angL W evgr mkc.%iuu ) ‘with, a phrase such as “in Chris- . - & : :
" diflicult life-style toi! the preater Y < tian fclluwship“ or “in’ Christion . v
goud. Likes Jesus. And like ‘the lshould Chf':ilﬂl;l bt“"‘“ love.”” Using this type of cloding, | E‘ .
apostle Pail, who endured: shi- ©'0%® pgrsona ot :{' O Ba® ., 4 persesal letter iy perfectly (- /
v, - wreeks, scourgings, impnson» ~aﬁoth-rwﬂfrthrl rawe ; ‘ucccpltblc,ln God's Sight. It cons Lo S
Nients aid constupt travel tor the Jesuy’ name”? © “Vays that' close, truly: deep rels- "t e
~ Guspel's:sake. " - . “'To ulmnghly God a' numc h.iu i tionship.we have together inthpd o Wt
But married i is not uuunsm- great deal of :m,unin& '\ through Jesus Christ, us menibers T Ce
tent with' the. life-style g’ the . (*md'q n.lmc in so_impgrant . of llm (hurch g/ g L S §, L
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Jesus Christ died an ag
1o Gud. How shou

jin July, 1941, 4 pris-
onar wwpcd from

hls labor detail at Ausch- -

witz, the Nazi concentra-
tion camp in Poland.”’
The camp commun

war m,d thit 10 men from dhe ©

n u hot, sgifling day

‘escaped  prisoner’s 600-min

cell blodk would die in reprisay’

it he were not found.

~ He s hot, - .
“ AL the pext day, (e rgmaining -
prisoners from m;;/'n block

stood at attention

process bepun. Ten {imes he
stopped, pomtegl and spoke « sin-
ple word; *You!" The vondemned

men were shoved forwurd by the

gunrds.

Otic mun, a Polish soldier,

 pleadingly gried out: “My wnd
My poor children!”

As the 10 mgn were standing,
in formation,™Eudy to be,.
marched off 1o -uw und;rgmund
(:t:ll to dle y sturvation, an 11th’

pward find unseltishly usked to

~Ytake the pl‘tce of the Pohsh sol-
" dier who had cried out.

Fhe camp commundor wis

6 p.m, the -
camp comuiunder, Col. Fritsch,
- annotneed- that the fugitive had

ot _been enupht.. The selection _'Mmm o dig we, oo, face cpr-
* tuin death wit

1

v ¢ ustonished bul, apparently satis-

fied by Kolbe's offer, accepted

10 The GOOD.NEWS --

(,,
By Uuurgu M. kuukou

the mqug'ﬂ Muxlmllin Kolbe
digd us o mgrtyr,
A remarkable story, st it -

"ot touching uccount of bne mun's

miu‘makelbwcm—“nwheet' .

. vblvhdll v

Tove for ¢Mother. Tt stirs the

depths of hunum emotion
How much more rgmurkable is

thndenth of Josus Chelst!

What kind of feelings uro.
stirred within you when you con-

©tetplate Jesus' suTferings on

Your behalf? | Are you deeply
aware of the One who . volun-
teered 10 dio f6r you? What does
His dudth mean to you personal-
ly? How much do 'you appreciute
what

Just; us those mldn.rs were

Jesus (hrist
(I{um 3:23, 6:23). . '

 And- just a8 um. u!’h‘tlkwc sol-,
diers wis given'a reprieve by'
Musimilian Kolbe's heroie sadri-
fice, ull lmmumty - nwt just one
person,— has hopé of eternal life’
through Jesus' who ofléred llimu*
sell (Rom. $:9-11),

Yot fow often do we fuil to
~eeply conmprehend and ‘think.
about the dgum ut‘ Jc.sus Chyrist?. |

: Fg

ifc chrwhq(lnm us.
usy,. often ndilshly
purquing.ﬁur\own intercsts. Jesus .

-does not-take s central pluce in , Jesus bou, thosu thoughu. for

dveryda
We're_kupt.

‘our thinking — He is furgo(lcn
aloig with: other, past eventi It™

”L cudurcd on. yoyr: )c.hosz,

seomy, our primuary focus is on,
ourselves,

That iy one renson we, (wul llu .
Passover. It is o memorial -
reminder - - of Jesuy' uu.xihu.. i
_time to deeply pouder our Savior,
“the relationship we should have
“towyrd Llim and the life weomust |
Hve as u ue Christinus.

butﬁrmlnod from crutlon
lum ynur tlmughm to the tme

* ofthe fdundation “of this world
- nedrly

0 U(JQxyc.uru o, vuy
tirne of. fmanity's -cteatign.
 Adum ang Fve, the tisst himons,.
O sin — rebel. up,mnnl
Gods ! way ol life — almus,v :
mamcdu@.l W owas then- it
sLuo fose Lo/ Mif
huuu\pny - He was “sluin from -
“the foundulmn oft the.- wurld"'-
(Rev. 13:8); ™
Think ubout whint. llus nu,.uw
Jesty lived ‘with the thought “of
His impending depth ‘for, Wiou-
sandy - of - years. We.can only
uuunpl to identify with some ol
“ blis thoughgs as He waited for the |
\Jime to begin His apjssion,
1t must have fHeen dxlln.ull
lhinkmg ubout be omiug hunun
eyt
‘tempted by &
“fering crucili

on, one of the

‘ mm' hideous forms of death. Yet,

y()u! .
Whal WS, |t 'like to bewmcv

for ]

Hig——;
and vlllu’l sufs . .




'ly en;t)ymg the~

mlghl pus from Hlm Am.l He:

. i H ' S ‘ - ' ‘ ) E
X . N ‘ e
B ! T T
o] s Buein? For s, it is i blesding. lmuhlu uﬁ cwnht«hﬂ"'(ﬂf‘ sibid, "Abla, i.numr bl llamm e
: ‘ we po lrom being nothing o 122 pinvibler bt You. Take this cap
: Fl buing something. But, Josus had luns hotew Al Coonl \s& away from M, neverthicles, uul .
. i 1o pive up - His Umumc W o lave mo spivitual progeny ufldes. | what § will, bul what Yuu wall” .
o moeibier of the ' Gald Family, give  Bhis bliwal were shed. s, Neow A\ OMark 143853030 : A '
, up His glory and power, divest  Justis way prepared o do whu e And boing .wum. e o
' Himsell of being spirit amd ran | mortal huinan could. praved mure carnestly. wAund’ Fhis ,
. [ l.u vigh ol failing, - “What. wese the feventy of thing lswes vamie Dihe great dooge ol - L
g : i ! l)unl think lor a mmnutl W nmad day e Jesus Cliist's Bl &)di hng duwa fu the growsd” . //
‘ L win ey - Clike? LA ok backwhird neady L uke 220 . S
/’ il el this mind l‘L in you which 200 years o relve, howr by Jesuy? iftcine ummmsalu-tilmu :
' way alse iy Clirist Jesus, whu, + hour, one gf the muost moientous sih Gerd the Father sltinately
: being in the form of God, did it days-m histery. b “"lul‘ His laumi;u uulullnm and
- consider iU mbbery 1 be equal “ ) ’ fele Him prgpased fur s ﬁuaslv
* " with Gad,. but lll.lﬂl \’imwll”hl’ The fateful evening colynng uuduﬁ"
. nu repugitjon, taking the orm ot < God reckons daya Trom sunsed * ‘ /
. a servant, und coming in lhu likaw# 1o sunset’ (bev. 2032) Josus (*' est and rlal . ‘ ‘
. ' ness of men, began the Last day ob Fiss Isvsmmars | 7 Miens mindnsght the vpportunity
/ “And being found® in appear- » Dife atsundown the cnd of Pues- — for provavy vanished. In the dw *
B antee s a man, Fle humbled Him- day, Apnl 24, A, $5. et Josus heard shtfling fuot- §
o A4 sell antl‘ becane vbedient to the t wus the time of the celebra- stepy angd mutiled vwives. Yo ISL '
‘ C ' point of death, even the death of  tion of the Passover, when the,  the shifl of the sight wir. .
R T { llu, vrows” (Phil. 2:5-8). people killed'the l'mauvcr hzrnh,ui Subin the light fiom xmg\, .
oL . o Aving farewoli 0 the ()nc who rt,membr.mu_c-f)l the first Puss. . torchds cast o Ilh.kcnng glow on’
o o L " would bumm s Futlier agist  Over kepd in[Epypl, when the the fa ‘¢ of Judys the betrayer as . .
‘/ s ' have been lmrd bond of cldse:  tirstboen childred of hmcl were  ‘he ariwved: frond the chicl pricste -
; o B \neps that, had oxisted ®r cons hed spired from death’ and. P amee; m&h sujdicrs und LI
S - be broken. Bor. the' Father, it After ghe’ meal, Jesus washed otlivers) ]
' C L ameant glvmg Mp the only ather o the disdiples”. feet, leaving them, | Sein \gJ sus, they buund Him -
< member of the God Immly and ' an exmmg_lg?rul humility and pice ind. tuok !? o the hunie of
\‘ wllowing Thim tg live'a life ol turing thai™ Bk sucrilice would Nnnu..lulh:r -in-Taw ol Ciaphas,
. B ‘ _ hardship und trial until Ke dlqd. wagh them of their sins, he high priest that year, ‘md then
. ), } i ugony. This act itself wus u, .+ Then He mﬁmluu.cd bread atd o Caraphas himself (lohn 1813,
S - deep expression of God ‘the  wine. a8 new symbuls’ty the Paws.  24). There testimony was brought .
et 5 1 Fathier’s love for us (John 3:16), over. “Taking sopme breudy He  against. Jesus, bul it was buth b
S fhut o humbling experience . broke-it wnd said, “Fake, cat: this - false und conttadictory - oute . -
9\, ' o, l,iu Creator being part of the " is* My budy.”™ Tuking a cup of  right tics, Finally, two !alsc wit~, ¢
< chuuun' e had to'become u wipe, He suid: ™ Dirink from if, #il - nesses proclaimed that Jesus suid - .
B 1 4 fetus in His mother’s womb and. of You. bor this is My blood O+ He was Whle v destray the Ten
: N _rbe born in a stible. the new covenant, which is shed ple of God, und bulld it in three |
h Frant this nb,wul bcgmmnu, . for muny fur the remission of  duys.
) ¢ Jesus grew to manhood. All the  sips={RImIL 26:20-28), !henc Cuiuphas, urising (\unw"‘\
- ] e whiths—He— tHe—FaHmr—&ymbvls—anW—khe—nm H Jesuy: W .
O : preaching the Gospel, healing the - Jesuy” deuth. 2o wbout BT Did: yup say lhu. ur .
N .- sighe und casting out devwnh After talking awhile wuh llns dndul youl" y .
~ Y “Through Him, disciples  were dwuplesw. giving them final Jcsus ‘kept silente. PR .
s Sl edlleéd- and trained for thelr * instruction wmd encouragement, - “Answer the qutsuvn! fyoH -
' * - important mission. Jests wont 'ty pray. His impend-  the Clirist?” < . ,' e
! Linally, cvcrylh'mg rcqunrcd of . ing death began to weigh heavily Wﬂswbﬂ : T
Toa ‘ ~ Jesus during His human life, was « on- Him Musc great wiental . "L adjuke - Yuu by !h: llVln‘! -
fuliilled. lmm His pr aching 007 anguish.: Tiowghts’ of suffering - Gud that You tell us il you ure . /7 -
i " living o sipless Tify, ']cuu-o hud - tormented’ Hiv mind, Could He lhc ‘Christ, the Son of God.™ :
. . ,dum. the job perfeatly. }m!urc the humiliation wnd paip? Jevus tephcd “Iis uy you s,
- B L At age 33, alfter . three-und- ", Was* tHe munner” ul His déath. Nuvcrlhclcn. ‘suy to you, here:
TNy ’ one-hall- ys’{lr mnmstry, He Wil rcully ncgcssary? . aim yau, wn!l see t!m Sun ul"f!idt;!‘n
! ' 174
, cxpuicm.c of H|s life -+ un cxpc- reveal !mw He really f@lt, w lhal Power, and voning on the sluuda
" - pictice. He surely dldnt desérve.  ritomg of heaven.” = . _ o
i " But - He willingly wcceepted death fUHE went a liltk Iurlher. nnd. - Furivusly rim:mg hia c‘lulhes, ’
o ~ for you, looking v the future joy . fell on the ground, and,proyed Cuiaphus yelled loudly: “*Blasphe- R
T, - He wauld cxpcmnu‘: when you | that if it wére possible, the hour * miyt Blasphemy! Why yq we need Co

any rurther wuncmu?




- lessly into’ Jests stonglh.

heard ks blnnphcmv' What s
your verdict?”
Thie chicl priests and munhus

o vl the Sanhedrin, now, ‘further

incsted by Cuaiaplias, -wnu’ll that.
Chirist must be put to death,
What .a travesty ol justice!

. Christ, the perfect human hcmg,
sinless and filled with love, sen-

“tenued to die for. being th} Son af
JGod! Yet such wis the \mc of
men who, pmluxiup: iL‘.gkm»w

G, became ‘the mslrunwul\ ol

- Satan,

Lxploding in anger,  priest iy

stapped Jesus on the head, thew’
spit in His face., Others joined
hibtiy; !.l'-&lmp vubnb ingults and

w:knw Jesuy’ body.and qpmmg _

in His fuce.

One ruggullv built ollicer dou-
bled up iy list and semt it merei-
Jesus

edllapsed ~to His -kné
but someone ¢lse Mku& i
* dpright. Blood began to mix with
spitiTe and rum. down Jesus® fugo
and bady. LY AN
" The gruu'p dcuiclc{ 1y twant

Jesus further. ‘They - Mindfolded *

- Him and then took turns striking

Him, asking:
(gupﬁ t? Fell us!™’

JesulV puriishnient continued.
for Rours, As dawn neired, the *
chiel prigsty and leuﬁ discussed -
putting “Jesus- to dunh ‘(Matt.”
| 265968, .

uctnro lho Homun guthorlllol

Yo hit you,

As the mw of the sun fitfed the”

mcmung whies; lcws
‘hcdthwﬂ’ﬂ:ttc-ft#ﬂmﬂl‘
qi.ll Roiwed] verdict (Mate, 27:2).
" Surcly, thic religious uulhontlu
+ thuyghit, Pilate' would be quu,k w;
. order Fhsdeath.
As Jesus stoud bcl’uru lhb

4

¢

' v, .
ation, Pilgte thought. e gedered:
“Ssend Hhim 10 Herad in Jerusi-
lem. He had |lu|~tlulmn S det
" him s Judpmepe!” v

Herod (W% pleased by the
opportunity to see Jesyy. He had |
dherd iy Hadpps - about Him
_und wished to see @ mirncle. Yet
“lesus untintuined s silenee,
unwilling to porfyrm a :mrudu or
mwwc‘r quc#" 1ons "t all.

How could anyone dofy Her-

- Hie ordered that Jesus be

w,d in-a beautiful robe,. and
» then Herod and his snldww begun'
macking the One who is King of
kings aid Lovd of fords, v
o Ihuuyt ‘he had humiliated
Jesus, IHorgl - wys not cager . to,

deal lur{hu wu.lx Him and 30 sent”

_ Him bick 10’ l.’lhlgu (Y ke 23 l~
). ,
Pilate by - nov p”hr;

%.in puin, & ‘the chiel priests ‘and. eldecs

delivered Jesus 1o hin oyt 'of ctm ¥
(Mark 15:10). ‘Lheretore, he W™,
" reudy to reléas

-dy. Since a8 the custom dor ¢ 1\

T prisoner Ly, b‘. released at. thn."'("

time of yeirg he felt this umld'

‘nuwily be nugumplmlmd BQ( ho.

_Wms wrongl : et

~*While ‘Christ wits with; l\*grod’ "

“the chief pricsts had nul ‘been:
idfe. “They had antlnuu,d their .

m;.[mul minds of hiimany, -

: mcnlﬁwmlallnp of. 'qwuuf lﬁiﬂ.

Josuy lmmA(,usLo».

weaty, and humiligted, Y wis ' now
grdered 1o face scourping and
uruuilixion, one of the most paine,
ful and lp.nmnnnum forms” of
dieath ever’ devised by the Satdn.-
The
wlul seenurio probably unfuled.
i the lullowinp munner,

The agony: of ncout’ging

A huriy. well-trained Ro fIEY
soldlu wis called to deﬁﬁﬁ»lu

the"sconrging. He had Jeprned to

be cold and brutal and was Bar d~ ’ "y

encd-to sutloring,
. Arined with a whip- !lku instruy,
lier
pmgﬂ ‘réinforced with cliurrky i
etal in t'im tips, he &npml by thie
ulroudy puin- -wracked’ body of -

b v.lr. Larefylly: hu’ pmilmqud *
fr. =

wr L,ruckul wnh the suum
“muurgc. then, Jesus, T
] ‘x;gln whukmrm,k i Blo

ro uway: it Lintone

A Ted !

Af

wus i\gllvliéé

ammmhcd' athly
umlm.d un

1 !
w;n‘x 1h1“~x‘ %ﬁﬁ

ludse uu,umlmm. mdmlg thoy, . qu\.’-vkrypo ¢

“people againdt Chrisg,80 when.
Pilute offered 10 relegd 4 pﬁson»-
crsahey chose Burnbb :
victed murderer. 7
Burpriscd. by, thir.
d lhur desive reud
- l‘—b

¢ only ﬂnéw% fro

. r
. crowd came in frénzied
anun ‘procurator, false acotsa-

that grew. louder! and. loudy

ng ¢

Cout . of
\ez 14y |7)n“

r
l

, the wldu,r stuppu,d thn.” e
durging, His tormehtors' re-:
“placed Hiy clothes. with ' scarfet
| robe and twisted a crown from -

¢ tions were raised. ngmne.t Huu.
" Jesus was ruining’ he  nation,
Jesus was ummrugmg pcuple not-

D pay. taxess— llw uhargcs went
on.and on, .

lhm‘m. and mockingly jammed it v"'
:upoi His head. They flaced ay
reed, o mocking symbol of riiler-- -
: ;shlp. in His right hand..

The soldiers began knwlmg
und suymg, “**Hail, I{mg of’ the

:-"Lruuly‘Hun' Cruclfy H'}m!,,"‘w
) (Murk 15:6-185)., s

] ilute fely. trappc,d botwppp hls
'fetlmgs mm Jesus was inecent
' ‘ '.mlmg to plagate tlﬁ

But P\Iulc wa.

nuu cgﬁ'vmgcd

bFﬂWy—WTCﬁEhL. TEhe
' n,cd ‘h'om itis. hand §hd used it.to
'hauds -mx)mgl b A .str:kelgls head. Spittie aguincgy--
 thic: bﬁg of this. ‘ered His fice.. The - humllmtmn?w
U (M4“.-“'

“was nearly complete,
o ‘dlsﬂgured aht, soldiers. lt,d

) -lclwmns nrm\mu:d bctwucn .
- Jesus® accusers und Pilate.. Then “f_'
* Pilute discovered' Jesus wus fmm‘ g
sulilee.
llcrc way u wuy out'of thc sit){
('

12‘

Though Jesus had beeh it




»

into the s::kﬁcforc the people.

Many were shocked at the sight,
Weakened, Jesu$ was unable-to

Adam ‘and _the generations that.

would foliow His death. The ago:

ny of being cut off from Geod

* carry the stake thrust upon Him. Awhile bearing our sins (Isa. 59:2

Collapsing under its weight, He
" struock the dirtygtone street, “*Get
up!” ‘yelled the soldiers. “Kings
don’t grovc‘l' they ldughed.
Simon of Cyrene, standing
nearby, was ordered to carry the
stake. Slowly they made their
way' to (xolpoll}ia‘ “the place of
the skuil,”™ a hill )Ubg\oulsldu the
cjty (Matt. 27:26-33). -
¢sus was now 1o experience
c—’ﬁm of. the most horrlbh;/fon’ns of

death ever devised. rg

Death by crucmxlon ,
The soldiers nailed Jesus to the
stakeand raised it into an upright

~_.position. The marred bady of the

Savior .of humanity hung limply
- siljouctted against the blue
skies.

The scorchmg sun beat upon
Jesus™ body. Infection from the -
scourging,- the be.\lmgs and nails
in His hands and fc(.t began to
fester. -

Insects’ swarmcd leg. at-
- tracted by the open wounds.

L Jesus Chrzst our ibrd ‘was

wracked with terrible pain.. -
Yet His tormentors continued .

- 7 _jeéring, wagging their heads,

" lpughing and shouting epihets.
“He cam savé others,” 2they
.scoffed, **but not Himself!’
(Matt. 27:39-44). .. - ©
Though "His body was torn,
Jesus - managed to utter words .

“thani?  that is.
God,

- 27:50)

s

Il Cor. 5: :21) caused Him to cry
out, “‘Eli, Eli, lama sabach-
‘My God, My

Me? ” (Matt. 27:46).
Crushed and diained, Jesus
gasped for breath. His throat

., parched, He asked for a drink. A

spongé filled with vinegar- was
raised to His lips. Yu‘nrw
moislurL He pulped¥at the
spongt only to have His mouth
bittered i)y the vile hquud

Just after that, a leering Soldier
suv:,lgdlv thrust a spear into Jesus’
side. -From the hidcous woﬂnck
poun, water and bloud,

And then, with a hn.}l agonized
sCreant, Jesus Christ. died (Mat{h

He fad lived a perfect life B l

" on this final ‘day of His life”

endured ridicule .and incredj

punisiiment at the hand: of luws

and gentiles for a very. special rea-
son: -He wants you in His Family!
He wants you tp Jive in eternity. &

\He suffered dnsowm; forsakt.n for «

you — for your. sins.

How should you react?

" How should Jesus Chnst S sdc--
rifice affect you? What change

‘shonld it make in your life?.
it make a dramatic

Shouldn’t
change. in you — a llfe-.,xlmrmg

. H\Sr;sc"
n the day of Peritecalt follo,w-

‘why have You forsaken. -

" “Takc hold of yoursclf!™]

. ‘\ .
bn,lhr(,h by lhv.. mercies of God
that ‘you prcscnl your - bodies a

* living sacrifice, ‘holy, acceptable
to God, whlch is your rmsonablc

service.
*“And do not bb Lonformt.d to

thiz world, buf be transformed Yy

the renewing of your mind, tfat
you may prove what is that good
and acceptable and perfect wiil of .
God™ (Rom. 12:1-2). )

As we approach lhu Passover
season, we need to deeply gonsid-
er the sacrifiee. of Juus;Chnsl
and our spirituat lives. Ho® much
do ~we appreciate Chtist’s sacri-
fice? How much do we live to '
perform God’s will? Do we ruly
‘upon. His example to resist sin
(Heb. 12:3)? =

Triuls sometimes ovuwhdm

s Thoughts of injustice (*“That's .

not right!) and self-pity (“Why
me?”) often arise, rc{tyxl,ting in

_ wrong attitudes.

‘When “this_happens to you )
think about Christ, who, suffered
. dr greater irijustices and im-

: mcmsc physical anguish, agd yét
/ keépt .3 right attitude. By domg

this you can sce your{lmal m“a ‘
“new light and malnmm a Christ-
like’ atmudc

lea for Chrlst -

. The dcalh of MaXImllzan
,Kolbc had a profound effect on'
“the ‘fan he saved, Brancis Gaj
mczak At’ fnrsl he wept ¢ind
‘refused to eat. Then a fnendF\iéi:

“the
man to die for nothing?’y

25,

_that>revealed His perfect charac-
_ter: “Father,
lhcy do not know what lhey do

- (Lyke 23:34). .
Gruelmg hours of terrible 9pf--
fering, passed. At abou} 3 o’clock
. (Matt. 27:45), Weédnesday, April
AD. 31, the sky darkened —
Jesus® death was near.
At long last Jesus had reached
‘ the point He knew thousands of .

' ‘-’. 'years earlier that He would have

to face alone.

forgive them, for *

Chtist’s death, the’ lmplred

stle ‘Peter made it, clear: ‘We -
- all killed Christ. =
Rcalmng this, Péter’s hsteners N
’ ,'Wlth newt"ound de

were gffected both intellectually

cand’ ermotionally. They. -asked,"
,“What shall we do?” (Acts 2 36~

mny . )
Pelcr gave the answer: “Re- -
pentyand lot every one of you be .

. baftized in the name of Jesus
" Chri

for the- remission of: sins;

In that, mdment,” Gajo nlczé’k‘“

‘sgrvived ' thase .grim "~ years In

- Auschwitz.

. What - about - you? Wl“ thev
death of Jesus Chrisy give you
. newfound. dct‘ermin-;éion anpd

. .dnve to-live -— not for self,” but
" for Him? Will this Passover- help

. Nearly 4,000 years hnd passed .
- singe "humanity’s sins forced
.+ Christ to deny humans access to
“His Spirit (Gen. 3:24). In_His

- .'mind He knew He would have to

- bridge the‘gap created by the sins
. of ¢he gq:ncratwns‘ that followed -

‘-;mcdns turning fro

_and you" shall receive the gift of

the Holy Spirit” (vcrse 38).
Repentance means Shangmg It

living.for God's will, not your will

(I'Pet 4:1- 2) Thls is our reason-

able servige: ’
i \beseech you thercfore

in. It means -

voujndu.thﬂnalmMgL

life?-Will it enable you to sutvive

— notwAuschwitz, but thls meod- .

-ern Babylon? .
If so, then ‘Christ’ s dcath will

nat be in vain‘for. you. 1t will be of

great value — value that will cul-

' minate in your'eternal life! o
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*>.he or she is truly frée?

. The story .of Bdrabbas sheds

much light on ultimate freedpm .

and how it is obtained.

”Bar’ah‘pa;; set iria . i

. Barabbas,’ whose ndme meant

N L oo .
;\' . . . R ,
¥ ’ v
A\
! N =
., ,
. A
, Few peo e know what real freedom zs
" The story of Barqbbas revebls the truth
(\:).
’ 4 . "By Jerold W. Aust .
B : i _ % 7
, ‘1’6 yoﬁd “free splnt"‘7 able context in whlch to find one-
DO you know anyonc sclf' But dccordmg,w the gospcl
\ Who likes 10 conid: | 36¢ounts i your Bl Barsoos
er h"}}gelf or herself a free authorities at fhe cxpense of Jpsw-
Splnt A Christ's life:
’ . “free spirit” is ‘usually “The time sdtting was the Pass-
duﬁncd ‘as one unhampered by - over:*Now at the feast the gover-
- traditional values and. miorals . nor' Was' accustorned to releasing -
‘ - oOne Who does whatéver ‘he O /the multitude one prisoner
T+ “orshe fcels is good or exciting,s -whom they wished. There-
. and who is_proud of if. fore, when' they h_atj gglhcrcd
Fr cdom is orre of hurm‘imt ge;her, Pilate said to them.
: tc h h&:d | y's “Whom do-you want me to release.
- call ist?’ .. i
| sclves Lhrxsllans gspecially manv . E:Sax;b i?rxst Then ]—Sgeryélsggd
» wito bel:eye thet)_f ha(\l/c been * ;mrn ’Barabba._s o them; and when he
. -dgain,” claim freedom —free-  pog seourged Jesus, he delivered
: A\ dom from sin and its penalties, (i 10 be cruc:fned“ (Matt
B freedom from any rcsponsxblhty ) .
. 7:15-26). "« .
tal;Lerds y Why not peleas esus, who
. i But'is anyone truﬂy free? Espe- " had .not sinned c__ \:rhbo had -
e _cially, “dre ‘Christians free from broken no law? And why should
e keeping God’s. con:mandments Of - the people — wctually, in this
- from curnal pulls? What is real e a howling mob — have been'
. VT freedom and\how. can-one know "\accounted worthy of judging who

should. be released? Absurd' '
‘\ Yet there was:a great purpose
tokhis terrible travesty of justice.
We're takking about Jesus, our
Passover! Ungerstand: Had' it'not
happened this way, you and I
could neyer be truly free.

"son of the famcr (rcmcmbeq,

,. that); was a notorious criminal in

. first-century Palestine. He had -

‘been convicted of both murder .
A and sedition, making him liable to.

“exccution under Jewish and
Roman law alike. Not & comfort-

Why? *Read on. There is much’
symbolism’ in’ whdl hdppened le .
. Barabbas. '

. ) ~
Barabbas'and,you - .© - -_' -
" . No one likes to adimit to being .

.

(C?(f{t;nued on page17)
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Szman of Cyrene showed what we must
do:after we are freed from sm 'S hold

By Jerold W: Aust g o \

Christians do you
-knsw .who believe
thdt Jesus “*did it all” for us
on the ctoss — that His
sacnf:ce c?xd away with .
" God’s- law' and freed us
' from amy’ responsibility to”
-~ 'keep God’s command~
“ments? '

Millions of -Christians bé“

“lieve that‘this is exact!y what
happened! - v

But is that™What God's Word
really says? JLet’s see.

If Jesus did i all for us, then
. why does. He require us, on the -

“of the’ New Testament,
o-repent of our sin:

author

b Sohn?2:3- 4)? If there is no law,

- how could we be guilty of sins of
“which we must repent? :

“No, there is much we must do.

" Jesus’

City 10 fulfill as a result of that
sacrifice.. - :

What wé must do-is captured‘

N . L
ow many profcssmg :

e
cnmmdndmenls (Acts 2:38;

sacrifice ‘was only the -
bcgmnmg of God’s plan of salva-"
tiorw. We have a great responsibil- ..

‘

en joyed in

B : # Lo
exhausting nightlong scourging
by R_oman soldiers. The Greck
word for ‘‘cross’’.canm mean sa
suralght tree without its bra‘nchcs,
or a stake.

"At one point along the path,
which was lined with gaping
tators, Jgsus may have st mb]ed
under the heavy weight of Hls
own crucifixiofi. stake.

Perhaps He dropped 1o ‘one
knee and inhaled deeply, refilling
His bummg lungs, and attempted
to .reposition the - heavy tree or

. .stake so H could rise agam and
L.

carry it on.

But the strength Jcsus had
huch better timgs was:
sapped,” is body crmcally
mjureq ahd weakened by the -

vicious beating. He had endured. .

Jesus no lohger even looked likea
human being (Isa. 52:14)! .
A burly Roman officer stand-

_ing nearby observed the ampossn-

Wity of Jesus’ continuthg with -

. the cross and 18ked menacingly

‘at ‘the crowd, evaluating who.
might be able-bodied enough to-

be draffed to help the exhausted
carpenter; carry His dcath mstru~

"ment. - -

Out of the hootmg crowd the
soldiers pulled Simon of Cyrene,

’

spec-

for us in the example of Simon of'

k,yrene

" H cameq the cross

emqmbcr that .Iesus was
- ‘fequijed to carfy His own cross

hill,of Golgotha, and this -

probably ‘a large, stocky farmer
who had come in from the coun-

try to keep the Spnng JHoly Days. N
. “You -— yes, you!
_soldiers sc[eamed* “Get over here §
. and carry this stake!”

one of the ¥

. Strhon probably ‘Wwas thmkmg

ur{bcltev.ibly painful and

15
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~_Simon -did.”
" one of us must do: become like

Why do thcy haVe to bothcr me?
I don’t want ?&nythmg to do with
this business. What if they nail
me to the stake instead of Him?
Say, this is heavy: Wonger what
He did to deserve this? -

“Garry it!” the soldier bel-

*lowed. Simon swung it to his

shoulders. Step after trudging
step, he carried it out of the city
gates and up .the rounded hill to

" the top of Golgotha. Thiere he

quickly laid it down and melted
into the crowd again (Matt.
27:32-33, Mark 15:21- 22, Luke
23:26).

" This had been a critical time in
Simon’s life and a critical time’

" for all of humanizy. If Jesus had

quit-in these hours of great
anguish and excruciating pain, we

-would not have a Savior!

By carrying Christ’s cross,
in type, what every'

Jesus Christ,
As Matthew 10:24-25 says: “A

. - disciple is not above his teacher,
- nor a servant above: his master. It
- is -enough for a disciple that he be

like his 'leacher and’ a scrvanl like

-his master.”

At first - glance we mlght con+’

- “sider Slmon to.have been an inno-

cent bystander. Bul was he? Not

--when"one considerg Romarnis 3:23

and 6:23. Notice what these
vefses tell us about the“’posmon in.

- which all human~ bemgs ﬁnd
- themselves:

" *All have: smped and fa]l short

~ O 6:23):

. 3:23).

“The wages of sin is death, but

" the gift of. God .is eternal hfe in ,"

Christ .Jestis our Lord" “(Rom.:

All of us, God says

e penalty .of eternal dedth..
But the death of Jesus Chnst

_»— who lived: a_perfect life as.a
: human, who never committed a

have '
.'smned — 'broken God’s pérfects’
iw ~— and brought on' ourselves

‘
e,

+

following — the way that pro—‘

duces death — God applies the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ to owr
case. and considers oyr penalty
paid. We are justified by Jesus’
blood, and we shall be saved by
Jesus' life (Rom. 5:9).

But Jesus’ sacrifice, while it
pays our penalty, does not remove
all responsibility from us. There
is still much God expects us to’
do. What parallel can we draw
bejween Simon’s. service and
what God expects .of us?

Our heavy responsibility

When Jesus walked the dusty.

roads of Galilee, many people fol-

lowed. Some wanted to ask ques-

tionts. Sorme wanted to see a spec-
tacle. Some wanted to be fed.
And a few were moved to accept
Jesus’ teachings.

On one occasion, Jesus stopped
and placed a heavy responsibility

“co1i the shoulders of this last group

— the same responsibility He
places on your shoulders today.
You determine whether.you will

_follow Jesus by-these criteria: <

- the Father, creating and sustain-

- be done heré’on this earth for the .

threé-part summary of *what' it

ca

" they did not love their lives to the

“If anyone comes to Me and .

does mot hate [love less by com-
parison] his father and mother,
wife and children, 'brothers and
sisters, yes, and hi#s own'life also,
‘he cannot: be My disciple. And
whoever does not bear his cross

.and come aftey Me cannot be My

dlscnplc" (Luke 14:26- 27) .
Can Simon’s example be any

pﬁmer for’ us? Jesus. bore His
-of —the gbry —0f—Gpd—‘~—( Rﬁm—eross—thc—rn}hmatc—symbckft)ﬁ-——ﬂlyomr

: “Christian persecution, to the °
2,8) Slmon. in' type

-death. (Phil.

. strong - and the Worldwide
- Church of God, of proclaiming to

for .us, _helped -bear "the . trug .

* Christian’s burden for and - with
" Christ. Once freed from: sin, we
are to come-out of. thls world and -
practice God’s way —to mke on
~ Gad’s very nature.
. Caniyou do it? Can you bear,»
th ¢ross with Christ? Like
. ‘Simon, you must. God. has" called

you to do sg.. -1t 'wasn’t-by your

- example.’If you aré free, you will .
.acknowledge the command. from =
. on high: ¥ou have an obhgauen A {

¢

"news of God s wondcrful world to
‘come.

the gift is life eternal, forever
sharing the wonderful challenge’
of eternity with Christ and. God

ing throughout this great and, for » 3
now, unsearchabK\ugliverse. It'is -

your home-to-be! ’ ‘

But for ngiw, there is work to

benefit of all mankind. And we ¢
need to roil up our sleeves and

pitch in.
The job now : h
In Revelauon 12:11 we ﬁnd a -

<y

takes for true Christians to follow
Christ and. ta bear the burden:
“And they ovf:rcame himp [Satan]
by the blood of the Lamb and by .
the word of their testimony, and '

death ” ) o . ~ \

We overcomc Satan, humani-
ty’s destroyer, .by:

1) Repentigtg, believing dnd -
obeying Christls commandments;
God the Father then covers our
sins with Christ’s blood. -

2) Praying and providing phys-
ical ‘and financial help to suppert
Jesus Christ’s Work, through
Pastor General Herbert W. Arm-

the worid the Gospel or good -

3) Not loving our physical lives .
even to the point of death, should ™ -
God require it. Like Jesus! : ‘
ted; been bap=— *-*'-*”4-
tized -and truly. have God’s Holy. 1
Spirit;, God has set you free, from =~ -
the power sin.had over.you. As-in
the yase of Barabbas,. Jesus has ‘
di in your place. = A

. Now .what? - ‘ S

Enter: Simon ‘of . ("yrene s .y

to help carry’ Christ’s cross.— the g
Christlan burdensYou have been’ Ty

Limri—t

nd—thusdid—not—earny

.the death pcnaity for Himself —
" .pays our’ death penalty for us.’
_~ That-is, upon our repentance
and turning to go the vpposke
4 way — to live God'’s way instead

Of the sinful way we have ‘been

umx»c

The life of g tnie Christian. m’
. not an_casy ong, but the alterna-

tiye is the -way df this 'Satan-

inspired world, which is destined .
10 perish [i John 2715:17). = ...<
¢ rewdfds arc fantastic —

'mgckers in .this world, but mod-. -

< searee (II'Tim. 3:1-5, Matt. 9 36
. 38) a L - . B 4 )

drafted Dy‘ﬂodr*‘Yorare—tOf‘bE_H ‘L
lxke youz Master. . . R
" Now* carry it! There are many e ‘

ern “‘Simons of Cyrene™ _are’
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: | You Are Free'

. (Con!znuedfrom page I:

Barabbas surely should have had
. little difficulty admitting that his
reprieve was unwarranted.
‘ How perfect a picture of true
s freedom as it relates to all of us!
I . For true freedom is freedom from
‘ : the dgath penalty that hangs over
iy ‘ every human for breaking God's
e - law (Rom. 3:23. 6:23).
3 w o God’s law is in force today (Matt.
5:17. Rom. 7:12. I fohn 3:4).
Though Barabbas® guilt| may
. have been clear to him. our guilt
may not be so clear to us — .this
] s responsibility for our personal
SRR : ~-sins. The fact is that mest of
S ‘ 5 Christianity misungderstands! |
¢ * " Qur sins and their penalty still
remain if we have not yet

.Spirit (Acts 2:38) — if God has
.. - not judged. through His grace.
. ‘that our death penalty has begp
.« paid by the sacrifice of Christ
) _ (Rom. 5:8-10,Eph. 2:8).
\ j Lo can vou be truly free?
o j P Qu caiybe if you earnestl) desire
.10 be s s :

e an s

[ 1

[

. thief who committed murder dur-
ing an insurrection in Jerusalem.

from God and man, broken God’s
laws,
—hm'ed”m“feﬂownﬁm*—‘—

_.tiaal, and to truly keep it we miust -
keep'u: in attitide, by nature, and
'appﬁ') it % every situation inlife,
_ .. whether, the Bible spec;ﬁcally
[N covers an arca or not. ]
"ot Gods spiritual law is a way of
jlfe —&the y\fay of gnmg This
.- way of life is summed up by’ the
. word'lgve (Rom 138 10). The

ting. If yoil break © one ‘of Gdd’s

you have fel-
atheg mzm the

. _give way.

The apos(le Paul l:mﬁcd how

b 4 o guilty of anything. anytime: But

And -

repented of ourselves, been bap-.
tized and received. God's Holy -

. Your sins warrant vour ever- -
lasting death. Barabbas was a.

Like Barabbas, we have stolen:
rebelled against’ God and.

How¥, Because the law is spm- ’

opposue way'is. t"he way of gel-- 4

until almighty” God revealed this
great” truth to him, the very law
that he was'striving to keep phys- "_
ically ' still <held the penalty of
spiritual death- over him (Rom
-7:5-12). ’

Paul used the Tenth Com-
mandment to illustrate this spiri- .
. tual understanding. Read it. The

law against coveting must be

applied in the mind, spiritually.
Paul, through the help of God's
Holy Spirit, came to understahd .
how all of the=Ten Command-
ments must be Kept in the spirit”
- as well as in t#e letfer And where

-

he, after, conversion, failed — .. .~

where we :fail —_the blood of -
Christ, our Passover {1 Cor. 5:7).
covered those sins as he acknowl-
edged and repented of them.

: The gospels record how, Pon- -

* -tius Pilate attempted to free Jesus
rather than Barabbas. But the
bioodthirsty nob responded, “His
blood be on us and on our chil-
dren” (Matt. 27:29).

+ This was a prophecy from the
mouths "of rebels! Centyries .
- before,+ their. ancestors, uiﬁ;
ancient Israelites, had picturgd-
Christ’s sacrifice and shed bloed
when they were about to leave -
- Egypt (Ex. 12). At thy institution -
of the Passover, the Israelites had -
brushed on their doorposts the
: blood of a lamb, so the -death
ange! would pass over them,’ snar-
:ing their firstborn. '

" 'Now the descendanié of those
\vho came -out, of Egypt (which

botizes—sin)y—we
dcmandmg. thgugh they didnt
 realize it, the blood of the Lamb of -
" God to by held - accountable - fo

. them and théir children. Here wis-
their Passover, Jesus, who would
-cover their sins with" His holy

bload(Matt 26:27-28). Naturally, '

_most gfxth:m were ignorant of the

. seriousness of fhis dcmand ‘thmur- -

dv:r their Savior. :
. - Are you? Do’ you reccgmze
N that the same* Jesus had {3 shed-

mman ft*{s?; ”—lih—?m”?l *“Hr’ mvﬁd—ﬁjr*ym—pﬁsun’aﬁvw‘“_’fh

{Rom. 5:6-8)? Have you exam-
+ined yourse! and’deeply réperited

&\.our sips, which cost Jesus
Christ His life (John 3:16-17, 11

rc—fecetvcd*the—Spmt—vf—a optrmrm SRR o

* s, We are to be‘tome very sons Cof

in ordef. for you to live forever,
you must change from your sinful
‘ways and -believe God and obey
Him. Pnly then will you prove to
yous Maker that you want His
way of life more than the evil
ways of this world (Matt.
19417). .

God cannot gnve you- eternal
life in His Family, with all jts
powers, if_ you.don’t-love Him
“enough-in this physical training -
ground to resist sin and its’ :
*destructive results. - ) g

“Sons of the Father

Barabbas, though' freed _ph§si~ :
cally, didn't qualify at that time
- to be freed from his spiritual sins.
In fact, he didn't qualify to be
freed from the penalty of his
physical Haw&reakmg He bene- .
fited- from grace, or unmerited :
pardon, that fell his lot without

any prior knowﬂcdge or-action on
his pagt.

That's why the scnpmrc says,

‘“But God~demonstrates His owp
“ove toward. us, in that while.we
. were stil} sinners, Christ died for,
us” (Rom. 5:8). . : RN
* The unmerited pardds Barab- =~
" bas received physically can be - .
_paralfeled, spiritually, with’ the. -
grace and ulmerited pardon God ‘
gives true Cheistians. -~ o o

And what of Barabbas’ name" o

. Remember that it meant “son of '
the father.” Note Paul’s words:

" “For you did not receive the spirit .
of bondafe again to Tear, but you . ]

[sonship] by which we cry out, ?E
‘Abba,. [that s} Father’” (Rom I ;
8:15), - L

* out Father! Think ‘of it — it aHJ
- fits. Barabbas, you and as many )
as are willing of all-who have ever - w7
“lived are to become, first, begm«- R
ten sons. of God the Father, and "~ . - vy~
then, ﬁﬁally,,bom as literal sons :
- of Gog in the God Family

(1 Cor. 15:23, 1 John 3:1-3). . .70
mmvﬁammv
the incredible huinan potential,
we will finally ' know true, ulti-
ma!e freedo,m And God, through
.Hls written, Ward, says to us now, .

God’s Ten Commandiments weee - Cor. 13: S)" ’ i ‘relation to sin and -its penalty,
.o bc spmlual!y apphcd — that,’ Jesus is your Passcver,, too. and “YQu are free!” g
.-z,r\, ,u.v, .o . T .
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ither thg Good Fri-

day-Easter Sunday

tradition is a fable. ar
you have no Savior!

“Jesus gave only one sign to
prove ‘that He was the Mes
sih. and that sign was the

o length of time He would be.
© dead and buried- . .
’ Notice Jesus” own words con-
cerming the only sign that would
prove His, Messiahship: “An evil
and adulterous generation seeks.
after -a sign. and no sign will be
given to it éxcept the sign of the
7,/ prophet Jonah. For as Jonahewas
. three days and three nlghl? in the
belly of the great fish, so will the, -
Son of Mhn be three days and
three mights in the heart of the
"~ easth™ (Mait. 12:39-40).

If Jesus did not fulfill that

sign., then He was an impostor
- and yey are gwithout a Savior!

Of \gourse. theologians and
scholars deny that desus fulfilled -
this sigh. They say He was in the

~ heart.of the earth oniy one day
and two nights — half as long ds
He said He would be! And in so
doing they deny the only proof
Jesus. gave that He is the Mes-
-siah, the Sgvior of the world.

. It'was prophesied '

Dld you "know that At was |
prophcsacd thal many would deny -
this’ sign — would deny hiat
: -Jesus actually is-the very Chrm’ .
Turn to the siriptures: .~ " :
S+ Buf there were 'also !‘alse S h
propheis. mong the. people r
Old ‘Testamen1 times]. even as.
" there.will be falsé téachers. damong -
-yag [Chrasuans} Vho wilh se--
-cretly*bring (in destructive here-
_ _ siés. even den)mg the Loid who -
‘ . ’ . - .. bought then#. ' . and’ many ’mll‘
| - follow their destmcuve ua)s (H; S ]
A _iw - Easzer Swzda;} daes not. cammemoratf the . et By R
“resurrection! Chyist .did not die on Good. " Thé many are today’ demmg o
Friday! Here'’s proof of the true dates of ~ 5 Sabvlor by believing a tradi

tion that rejects ‘the only sign

‘t cruct Xion nd h re urr c U . Jesus gave 10 prove He is’ the
he uCﬁ 0 a l e s e th" o Messiah. Did. you- kh"ow that ll‘.

e,

ot by, Hai Linch
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w

was not

-day

_en, as He said.” Jesus did. fuﬂﬁiE/A

unti? after the death -of
John, the'last of“the i2 aposties,
that the Good Fridav-Easter Sun-
tradition began to spread
through the churches? :
How long dead and buried?
Let’s examine Jesus’ own
words, recorded in the gospels, 0
find out if He meant what He
said about the sign of Jonah. Did
Jesus rezlly expect’io be buried in

_me ‘earth for three Ga\b emd three

ights? Notice Mark &:3 And
He began to'1eéch them that the
Son of Man mus: suffer many
things, and be reiected by the
c.sdcrs and chiel priests” and

cribes, and be killed. and ‘after
ihrcc da\s rise’ agam {from the
grave].” '

Did vou grasp that? Jesus.did *°

not say “after a day and a half.” |

Jesus said “after three days.™
Consider: If Jesus were cruci-

fied and buried late on Good Frni-

_day. then one day after would be

Saturday evening. two days after
would be Sunday, evening and
three days after would be Mon- -
day evening. But Jesus rose long
before Monday evening. Either
Jesus was not crucified on Good
Friday, or He did not fulfill His

sign and He is therefore an
. impostor and not the Messiah.

Did Jesus fulfill His “sign?
Turn to Matthew 28:6. Here 'is
the testimony of the angél: “He
{Jesus] is not here: for He is ris-

‘f‘z 19, 24
“said to lhcm

“ died. on- ‘Friday - afternoop

His sign exactly. He is
lﬁ‘ﬁ’H’“c@ulcr—r .

‘Destro
ple. and in iha'ee days _
it u ..But He was spealing of
the te !c of_ His body.”

1F Jedus were crucified ank

would. have been resurrected »
Sunday morning._the temple —
His ' W\ — would have been

fased in 4 day and one hall. Bl

“Jesus did not sy it weuld .occur

in g day and ope half. No{ even in
two and one - half da\s, but in
Rhmc days’ time — 72 hours.

In other u-ords. three 24- hom’

-
E

a " . : b

. cified on Friday.

- ports these claims.

R

] 11 Chran’ 10:5). The sa

h. He

8
[t
&
w
2

2
]
?fl'
3
3
)
il
pa
£

Jesus

said.

3\» 2, resurrect 0'3.
meant exzcliv what He

But Jesus also deciared He
weould rise the third day. Let us
suppose again that Jesus was cru-
1f He were 10
rise or, the %rst day alter His eru-
cifixigh, He wouid be raised on

Saturday’ —if on the secgpd day -
'51‘": r His crucifixion. B¢ would
rise on Sundayv. But i‘ e were to

rise on the third He would
have been 'a:seé n \fonda\
But Jesus was already resur-

“rected by Sunday morning. Plain-

ly. Friday was not the day of the
crucifixion!

. How the Bible counts days

Adam Clarke, for exampile, in
his commentary on Matthew
12:40. quotes thé Talmud in sup-

't of the idea that three days
and three nights supposedly mean
one day and two nights. The Sev-
emh-da} Adventist Commeniary

_implies the same.

But the Bible is not mterprewd

would.

T 8:L

met the king spmetime on Friday. .

As they were ordered tqQ return at r
the end of three days.
not have returned, b
same- ume of day the
Monday. Now was Monday “the .
third day” from the day ahcx had

originally met with the ‘kmg” The ro

frst day from that Friday was
Saturday, the second day from
that Friday was Sunday and the
third day was Monday — exactly

", the timé the king expected ithem

10 return.

Monday. not Sunday,
third day from Friday. )
- The next tegt offered as
“proof™ that “fhree days and.
three nights™ mfans only one day
and two nights s Esther 4:16 and
“Fast forPme.” said Queen
Esther, “neither eat nor drink for .
three days, mgh\‘ﬂ i g My
“maids and- [ will } imemsc'
And so | will go to ﬂie king.”
“Now it happened on the third
.day .that Esther put on her royai
robes™ and went to the king.

Which day was this? The third
day of the fast. §uppﬁae Queen

‘was the

by the Talmud or by a human  Esther had- requested the Jews

commentary. Jesus rejected the
traditions of ‘the elders.

The Review and Herald, the
official pubhcauon of the Sev-
enth-day Adventists, listed sev-

. -eral texts that: they claim. indi-

cate that three days means no
more then a day agd-one half.
Let’s look to see if ¢

Here is the first text they oﬁ’e?

~as “prool™ thal “after three days™ =

does apgt mean after three days! .
ng Rehoboam tolg the
people. who came 1o meed him,
Come: back to me after three
days.” And the people deparied”™”

event
is quoted i 1 Kings l&“[)c-
pari for: threc days, then come -
back to me.”" The story continues .
verse B ° bo Jembmm an@

wfe the ihi m da)l"’ The peapﬂc
ft “Yor thiee days”-and did mot
return untfl “after three days,” as
he king ﬁmd appointed. *

l

ipwre sup- -

crucifizion {Luke

— 'g‘:fxc—cfmya’mé’wmﬁaacﬁ ofthe
- _ahird day following His death.

latc Friday evening, shortly
before sunset, to fast. The first
+ day of sheir fast,would have been
Satuxda% the second day would .
have been Sunday and the third
dgy. Monday. the Yqueen would -
have cntered the king's palace.
Isn't that plain? The Jews did not
fast parts of three days, but three
da_\s night and. day. : ]
Notice that in €ach of these. -«

examples, threg davs !ﬁfﬁﬁﬂm‘ﬁ—é;
days, not parts 0f three days or’

. onﬂ\ E dd\ and one haif. T

What' dav wasthe - - oL
' cmciﬁxlon? - -

YJesus died somc three hmm.‘
before sunset ort the ‘'day of the
23:34). Since
~Jesus said ahat He wamld rise the
" third day afier Hﬁcruuﬁmow
and death, it is obvious thai He
was made alive by a resurrection

When the wbmen came to the
tomb early Sunday morning:

angel said: “*Hets risen?! He is nig
&S O A . -

< »Jesus -had alreudy risen. The <
Lct us suppose they had first
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here” {Mark 16:6). Of course.  spices to: use in ancinting the - tTommon veérsions it says. “in the
.Jesus had been resurrected zhe "~ body of Jesus {Mark 16:13. This  end.” or. more correctly. “afler”
previous evening. "7 purchasing of the spices could not  the Sabbath. -
_Jesus arose from the dead iate ~ have "been on Thursday.tthe Notice m))w the smgu ar Sab«
. Saturday afternoon — He was- ‘annual Sabbath. kt- must -have ' Aark. But in the original Greek
no1. at thé ‘sepuicher Sunday ;. been Friday. Having made their ° the word is in the plural. Fenton
. morning. Three days before Sat-— - purchascs .the: uomen prepared renders it correctly by saving,
urday aftérnoon would -place the :he»e ointments and “rested on , “after the Sabbaths.” In a foot-
'e;ruciﬁximi on Wednesday, (hé~ the Sabbath. accordm'g 1o the " note to this !ext he says, “The
-preparation day for the Feast of .commandment™ (Luke 23:56). — Greek or!gmai is in the piura]
: *b-nfcmcmd*ﬁr;ad*ffhmsday af*’—?hxsm#hemhddav-&'ﬁbath - “Sabbaths,” which is-rétained.”
that vear jmust.- have been an  upon which, near its close, Jesus e Another verse referring 1o
* annual Sabbath,: the first annual  was raised from the dead. - .- +Jesus’ departure from the tomb -
.- Sabbath in‘the Days of Ln!eav— Thus the Bible proves lhat ‘the” after His resurrection from the’
‘e~ ened Bread resurrectlon was' nat on Sunday  dead -is- Mark 16:9, .This verse -
So that” -wé would know, that morning, the ‘crecifixion not gn  does not prowc the  resurrgction
the Sabbath that followed the ‘*Friday. Th re were {wo scparau: B -'from the grave was on a Sunday
¢rucifixidn was not necessarily  Sabbaths that week. one an  morning. vln the. original Greek -
the Wweekly. Sabbath~ John.was - anoual Sabbath, lbe olhera wedk- - the phrase ea(ly,on the first day
n}spued to call 1ita “high day”, ly Sabbalb o o * of the- week™ refers to the early
{John 19:31), which. according to N - t of the day — - the evcnm —
Jewish usage’ means an am%u'al -\‘“ﬂh" 28 1 proves it _ ?g:a day began at’sunset. ¢
Sabybath that mav occur any day A tekt md!aaung that there - Jesus was risen from thg tomb5
‘dmm‘ig*ﬁ'm’ weeko [ U 0T 7 were two Sabbaths im that week 'mrh"'mc ew:nmg before Sumdayt T
© Mfark picks up Johm's account has. been ‘hscured by almost mermng That is, He was already ¢ 3
‘. by add)nglhal after that Sabbath. eﬁcr\ transiation into English. = fisen 'Saturday night. That mas:
7 which "was 4 .high- da¥. the first  Only Ferfar Fenton's version has:  three days and three nights after §
- day of the Feast of Unicavened’ this point correct.. ' His bufial and the closing of -the
" Brcad the “omen ‘bought sweet .. “Turn to .?{ﬁauhew 28:1. In the lorrb \\e read in the Rcwsm $
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Standwrd Vmuh;n witich ha the
vorreel translation of Eake 250
"I owan the duy of l'wpmulmm
and the sabbatl wag begiuninp. "
That Iy, §0 wagvery TJate o the,
propusation for the Feast, or timt’
wnnual Subbath, wnd the wew high
day Subbuth - had ulvendy junt
bepun ws Josoph ol /\nipmllwu
livishend llmylunlul. ’

How [t all bayan

it wuz? the wo-called apugtotic /

fathers, Steepal in taditions, wlio
tient began' W teach that the gra-
vitixion ovcurred on Friduy. Yo
they adnitted that the anclent
auntom’ ol Tantlng, on Wedneaduy

- the aeipal day ol the cructin:
foi, a6 We have seen Wil
dorived from “the day on whiull

hrouphit

Lo N . L4 . '
it let ol Vhis “pospol” ey

i Tollows: “And then they drow

oul the ifadl rom the Ianu of they
Lovd, Jpd inid linge u]mn |lw
curgh, v und the' Jowy rejuiced, |
niud Jlave Tl by l'n Juseple that
hentphtbury it And e ook
hi Lovd, s w;mlml lilin, und?
rdllond b I w Hson oloth, and
Wl dnto by owa
tonib, .. Aml Fwith iny conipans

lonh were ‘grieved,
wyunded i ngud wy bdopre

selven . and apon  all ﬂmw.
thinp we muh -t mmnnhm

* alpht and day until the ‘Subbuth. .

“But the sertbon nud Phwinoey
and  lders  belng gathered  to-
pothor one with mother ., cmw
to Pilate, benoeching him wied By
It Olve v soldloesothist we nmy.

wnd belng -

Immulnm'lv Lwlmu thL Imml’
nl llnImWthl Wrepd, |

wmnh dnv wu the
Pnubwrr v

SO tlm ove af s that - 4|h of”
AL, ey pwiset, Jonan nbtls
e the. Nuw Testumont Puge

-+ over. By vustoin it day witsalno
“u duy on whicly”dll- loaven  wan
: mmlly rompovud ipd only unlenv-

e brend wie®to be soen Tu the ©
lonien (Lukn DICRY, Ben alyo
John T8 prool that duy was

Pusovey, Ninw 14,

e Jows and | Jesus and the
miumllua ;\ymvd it 0o which day It

Cwan, There I8 no question wbout

the dute, But how did e Jows

Ckpow whiel diy It wan? How did * ¢

Jenun e, the apontlos know that

ot Jonns was beteayed™ and “on

R which the, Sunhedein docided 1o
oo o KU ™ Sty Hersog  Enew-
o - vlopediu uj Religious Nnowl

) ‘o mlge' “Fastinp™)! ‘
: Thoso same men Koo "ol
Imnpwd to chappe the your ol

Jowuysirth - the year thyt He
oo | L Ll mlnl»lrv < the lonpth

‘ Cof s ndnlstey - the days of Tis
denth and His icnunuutlnn lrum‘

llw dond, - C

LAstounding ]mml m@im nl
Aliese sttempty o chunpe the tluvu
, Cof the resurvestion and of the srn..
dio L witiklon, Jumes A, ulllu‘x. Inwn
‘ ‘ urtivle endisled “1Thé Clivonolopy -
g o ol Passion Week,™ In the Journal
. OF Hiblicul Literadtre, montion

puard hin sopulehre for” threy

|
iy win the Passovor dayis (iml
diyn, long hin dlrwiplw aine umd: i"hm! wppotuted: J{1° co
wionl bt nway, o And  with Iy Giod's 8 vileadar, ol mu\m: S ] ¢
theny came olders wod soribes 'toPhe Passover win the 14, dpy of A
the sgpulehye, ind haviug eolled w0, thio finst wouth nocording, to'the o
proat stone togothor with the cone saerod ealéndar imesd by Josus aiml s T
turdon el the soldiers, thoy all - the Jews. By that calendur we gy ‘
topotHer who wore {liore st itat - know ' ;nuulm&lv whivh duv {he o
the sloor o tho sepulehre; wnd - Passoyey. was di Hie qu «d the',
théy aftixed neven wenls, L urlwllixi-m! L Vo BEEETERH
puardod it And early i the x i
niorndg, i the pubbcth wis dipw-. 99
g Muwuiuul, there camte o mals
Aitndo. From’ Jor walom wid llm
pepton: round ngmim A Hwy
“nilpht seo the Nupuluhrv llmt wuu
Monled, - Uy genant t them WS!Mmmll»
“Andin llw nighl in whiuh lhe el the grnélen of ol (Ronk
clond's iduy wiik ulruwing a2 Whe oraeles of

) S

-
g e e

v

. kapt Gnd'q cniondnr ,

Win dhe Jews ' o whum (iud :
wmmhlml i yeveligions ve.pe, © ' S
len, Puul doclbed: “What wdvane 77 7 T v .
tnuu thon . the Jow? , . Cldals’ s

.

(n)i‘

; Lt nwinerous Catholle wiltors \thc tomb wis opened™ 2 .l lncludml uw Old Tostupient . : s
T ' ! ur centurion atbiituhnod Uml Juuuu with . lrely llmm Clle o Seriptires, the knowledge. of the’ i L
g p e, I 1T KT s piot_theve (Gnoin the _um weuk md ol the sncred cilendur, ’

“ - nﬂuh! o that wely Wmlnemhw Nl !futlwr.n vulunw 1, Dty S e Vdews' preserved s for the -
; at mnrning e Wl - mkon by lhu IH). wurld the knowledpe of  which I
L : s Jowhih mjob, . 0 * Netleo! lluwuvu lhv o m,ilix_ ity tho seventh duy of tlm wuok . 1. ,
;o e M Walther dulumu. ‘Rulcr 'iun; il the "au}ihuth,.llw t“npiplv;ﬂ v Without o knowledge of whcn“. S
» Lol ‘t- oo i e L)Igluu,gwu., I M, ated Puter i pnld to huve fusted oW weok lmgm-& il gridds, we could
Co phuuhm, I, Vietorind, of, l-'ul,-‘ "‘nl;;ht oned: oy until b Sue - ever lve told. o the, TTH
o ; ,.mu e wupp\nl the T nwmluy Tuth™ Ty uiing by e onndid! " loe whi ]n duy, the seventh duy. " 6 e
o : i, [t ] Pisnovor dnting and " the * idmibislon 18t 0 erueitixion ity iy N Aitlon’ mcsurvul
o : r.uhwqunm arvest ol Jesun by thu‘ * wyR diol on ‘Good: Pridayl 1t wis - the wook, woperly “pntil. lhcy .
s g . mwoining howry of” Wednenduy.” “Uoeidos Tafor eforg the'lde of o+ lewrned it 1 mt the Jéwsl .
. ol Oire’ of” the! st puste hil)liu\l Friday orugifixion wisd » ."nundny CAxid by theysinie wity the Jows |
. L uubmpw 14 expliin the duy.of-the . © morniig rcnurnuion wun widely, lnwg, !m,nuvui Gol'y” u\lcmluu. .
Cal et . N -'emwmwmuuwuum‘ ul ‘ ; “\!Lh;gI NS 1 -
. Huturdany to the hopps of Sunday. The upistle !’uul t,ulidd Jusup _Jumc div uut htlleve fnit m\mu»lgs ST ) y
: B - muorniing ecuired iy thie spuricuy .. Christ our Pivsover- (1 Cors8:7), - of, Gl induding the \soered | - { N
L | - gospel of Peter,”  which wus - According tq thé el reyordy, Coelondi - thit were connmitted £ A
: N probubly cireulnted from Ronse: Jowus was' crucitied. on the Pusks - o' thewr? ‘Did they lusy them or 5. L
| e -« about the timo'of tho death of the. « vver duy - Abib. (vt Nisun) 14 Lll!‘!’ﬁpb them?” The Bible givcs N C -I
ol . T——— pEn T . ; ’ !
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“Molhurn aid Homen nkuru” »
A thowsind thank-yous o Guod for
Tpleing k. Nedl Farle to write the wetl
o dlo i the 1October-November Inswe of
The Good Newh aintiled “Mothers wid .
Honomuhers - BBHel Terolnos!”
The woilid I uumlmllly botbupding -~
wouten with ull sorts ol propuganda te
ke thetn foel vafulilied w “just o
housewlfe.” Thero have byoi tnes whon
Py fonid mynedt belloviifp thnt prope
pndat Thank you for putting e baok on.
lmvk I'm golng o file thiy mllull undor

“onvournguient,”
' . I'uny Ilnm#u,g‘
St Potorsbueg, Pl

It u young woman (24) ounlmuplm
lug olthor having o varoor or trade yid
uinyhm alngtlo, or bebig w wite inid wioth-
o This Tl boey o, vory hurd thiug tor

« e, | read the winit ndw il requirbypenty
Tor vielows trades I (i Iturostiing.
© Always, 1 lnch the qunﬂlllwllmm.

Wihonal reid Mo Laivle's metlolo, iow. -
every IEwas another story! Golng (lnough :
i1 llu,vuum I-do thats Feould do that; o
~ fow niore, stepd und. Il Imvu that! Wun ‘
Imppy) Yeu!'

Thiy [ the Hid

a c}{’m‘ conchig, portiv (ot lukewarm)
- Jub deswriptlon of other und Imnwnmk
or And 1ean quallty,

o Ay thank yeu foy polutling uut lhul it

S blethelRht 1 wevir looked-ut- 4t Irum '

thist wingle lwluw. :

" Wendy btwmmm

,‘ Nuunlmo. B.C,

Wit (o wor lhut mudl hmdm tu hc

?hmm I huve wosn ot

i lewmuthm uml touchon Iun oy hill
dren, who will soon be not only kligs byt -
Ciods, Junt like Maryy the miothee of
onus Clieint, Wo, o, wre to be mothers
and tonchors ofF potontial Gods! Think
" you for your oncoutgement on a job that’
lu put down by the worldl .« .
Mo Eyin I!ivlml Y
lhluhmn. Calo,

At¥icle saved thelr mnrrlnui

Your (wo- pml‘univh “Fivo 'Wuvu o
Love Your Mate" (Muy, Juno-luly)
“navedbour, warrduge. Ot wenlo of 1 g 10,
our wnrelape wivi'in =2, My husbind sald
he winy utiaid o cgne hosise Froin work®
for four 1'dy bo pone.. ) wswared b |
wouldn't leave, | dld wit vory biyly 1o
work things odt, but how? N
CThen The Good Newy' wrived wllh
tarl Wllnme' vory tlnmlv m(lu]w am
sl thouiking Godl for’ hmplrlna 1hit el
lo, It was suih nhnukhm rovolition to’
fnd that 1 wover, kow. - aiover, had
Cknows - what roal l0V¢’|H o

The faetr that wo are In_conteal wid -
dlivime 10 love or not to waw such o jult,
The welen Tell Trom ny, oyes ud | suw
“thy- wath - clon’ wul hewutiin! tath,
This wii the key ta the prablem. | win'i
" wovbpting. my lusbond: wi e was, 1.

- reponted Immullmuly uml unkcd Gud's

help : ,
It has been'n mhuul\;‘ Hm Lhmmu Wi
“ipmediater wid we continue’ to. row
strongar ti our Tove i commitmont to.
cueh other, Pk you so mudh Tor fedch-
“ng uyabout z)gupu Not oply van we fuve

©uur gt botter, tmt nunhildron, 100 .
t i hm iy rticlel 11 mokos .
!‘

i taet, ol people, * T
: hcvuui |nuull|~4 lumn llm mllulv Wit

oot teaching tool, Oy daegliter

wunted to read sumanve ovels the

C L yory Rlud the anbidle montiony gbut love - o
Nm.lnvmg wid cuntlbing the perdn. 1
‘whowed my dudghtor tho wetiole il we

disensid it
P'raise sl thunks to (iutl hu
Good News, 1ant 80 gratelul o you.
A luppy wife atid mother
' Denver, Colo.

v

Chriwtmas ' -,
1 unjoyed vouding  “Cletnfax
Qestlons Wo At Askhed” fin the Outor
Uor-Novambir Good News, svon hlfnmh

1 bishievy th exiet opposite ol you,

I hiow it b tue shatewo have no
_recopd of the bieth of Josut. Beeauso we
“have no voeredt date uf Tis blrthday,

e oo harm i ploking w dnv 1o ljonor the

Lord's NIHI. mul whit' ln WItmu wlljl '

Dew, 281

And, lmncwtly. what lu wrung wilh
oxvhanging gifts vi thin duy? To e thiy
Ahows slicoro love between frionds uud
loved osigs, Afwr ull, Il iy old hubit s
vt people ol fatbicr keop.t. Ay for
C pyselt, 1 will not deprive ny chlhhcn

Sund ul!wr]lnla onex oF thly one grqn g,

- of life u they Iwﬁ. furward 1 ( hrlmnmu, ‘
aiglt yout, '

the .

thut gifts wore glvon 1o buby Jesuy at His *

. bigh, whcnuvoi that wa, ‘Thib givu n
the anslranee’ that - It Is all elghe_to, give *
Wity lmm s we reitiginbey the thay -
Spurpose O piving, Witliout awloubt, niy-
family und 1 WIT contitiue with th(u wlt
bn\llun ul L helstondn. '

VA | reid the Bible | lwunne mvnu' '

!
&

R Wi Mebygld

' /\uhhmd’ Alu

] tlw unuwar pluinly ln vcruca 3
~uid i *“For Wit f some did not
+tilioye? Will thoir yubblief muke

theé tuithiubiess ¢ without
: ‘ell(;u? Certuinly, no(' lndccd‘,.lcl

\‘:i;mj bt trué but, c\/cry .

o | TR -

o evey iF théy Lie'about God's e utly s
-+ they niust - preserve them qr
G- Jins, fuiled - (] lu; Ciod!. .
.

!Iw sugred: mlundnr since thv, ey -

- eliixivm, - then Chyistians -would

ot know . when (0, ubserve the'

Pussyvor ! annually, o iy of the
< Cother” Holy, Duys: of - God, comis -
nmndcd for New lesmmem

e .24 nw u@ov Nst

L the chs did HOl bcl!uvc In
+ what fod comimitied o then- - ©

. Holy

l(ﬂﬂ" :Actn

umw (L (‘ur. 58.
18 b (3 ())\. et
lur ool At the l’uuuuvcr iea N
tu be ol ijerveil unmmllye AU NEY-
crub thoes cich yuur, wilte fur'gup
hec Dovklot. How Oftei. Showld .
We' l’urmkv uf the Lord’s Sup-’
o per? And For” miore inforiiition
o God's' olhu “‘ommhiintded Holy
Days, . reduest our free. booklet »
‘Pagan Holiddys .+« or (wda‘
Duys Whhh! e '

prcxuvu l!iu 'sm,.red uulundur! :
Livew the wredt Jowinh calendur -
“expert: ‘Migintonides, . who lived"™:
centuricy ugo; declired, hat the”
w dewe - ph‘nwrvod the. ugzleridu
1 “mmnmmed by the Bugen twm.

dnc ‘wenorition W nnu(hu ‘'un llw
tuthority - of Muyes, vur.Feichs |
L5 won the bisis ol enleuliition”

(lmnl hdm‘tw('utiun c.g] Hu' Nl’W E

Moo, wehupter« 18, 7).

Ol two mmtiops wre. fibeded w0

' pruve when the crucitixion and

L lhe rc-iurm,tmn wb Jesus Clivint |

- weeurred. Ojie isto determine the

Culenduy dutes ol the l’uuwvu'
“during the yenrs of ClirisCy urip;

ln(ry lhe ulhcrlis o dulcrmmt'.'; oy

Nexl munlh wo WI!! ac; tlm g

historicud aud citlondricul® proogs -.°
* that the Gowd Friday-Haostor Sun- -

- duy tradition is u fable tliut dcnl
Jégun tu be thie Savior!
o l‘u ba conadnued)
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GodsPlan’
L {Coptinued from puge of .
' mor- than ever before In my
Iife, tar out of proportion to'
the pay ralaes, ‘
4) A free rsturn irlp (al !hd
" firm's expentae) 1o my distant

© . homatown, whera | spent the .

" most wondar(ul llmu sver wllh
"y parente.

%) Was ylven & waslch, a cal- E
culstor and » good jacket, .
hnrdly worn, by my m‘nplovor

6) 'On top of this, | have

.mMade breakthroughs . In over-
‘guming and have a yreater

" sense of. direction in Hfe.

» | am wo thanktul to G'c‘:d for
. bl&i!lnq one 80 unworthy
: Nuw “W

Would you ke’ fo hear

‘ another story of third tithe .
., yaur blessings? Since last tall

1y husband has recelved a 15
. percent salary increswd' plus
18 poruml 01 the pravious

) " year's salary In 8 bonus. in our
o tast third tithe yoar ‘he'

secelved :a 33 percent In-
“greune in salary. However,
s ygar's incoma, tncluding
/ihe bonus, should be approxis
‘malcly 320 percenl above our
y Imt third lithe year., = '

“Trulyi ‘God does bless us, :

and one cannol- ever oulylve

Him, And of course the epirl-

o {111 blouings, the peace of

i‘nlnd ‘the’knowledys of whers
mrly_L snta lrl‘fill y golng,. Ing

i toreh for this. n-xt year

¥ Gre wYen more lmaorlunl
than the physical. tarA
. - dour third tithe year. in now v

ending, and with thg bi-nlnnp
. God haw given us, ‘it is wm;,r

" certalp. amouht of regret on’

~ qur, partl We sincerely hope.

‘that those who pick up the

s () hlund as wo have besn.
R Okl-homa

lln, nruvmuu wxilu wm-

T Ou

, ' | carefully muake m o

be =

past. we have had It amply

- proven that you truly can’t

outgive Godl in addition to
that, though, e the genuinely

grcat tewling of helping
. paople through this uront nys-

tem God has set up.

“'This ls only the start of our
sixth month in this third tithe
your and we have had our rent
lowered by $80 per moopth. In

ol swveral hundred Hollare
from my husbuand’s eiployer.
My husband pas *recalved a
lavg® Increasd in his Ear allow-
ance (when many. are losing
thelr. car’ nllnw‘nnco:) and He
recelved/an Increuss In salary
{when muhv are out of & jobjl
Ancoms tax relurn .ap-

' December we ru.-lv:&n it .

pears

' possible \Mthal Ged will have
returned most, i not all, of the .
.Ahird Uthe we have sent.in.

We are certain: thnt wq‘

" receive a miracle. at tho gro- ,

oll.. Loqut fur you such blgssimg thit

-Cory siore each wee
cery
i, pricing sgeh Itam, and lryl
to sty wlthin%

quo foods We buy every

‘year, and aithough my grocery

ondy  hag beweri ‘decreased,

' we always sesm o have wmar

" money left-over, .
The blessings | have Ilsl'd

'..lbove are ouly linancial onss. '
“There Is ny powsible way to

© evalusle the: spiritusl bless- .

Ings and mirdcles that OGGUI"

uuusmm
and pray that all God's p-oplo .

- will stand stil) and, look tor the

'bloulngu God Is p Qurlnq out
_;uppn us. What a ¢ad thing it ls.
‘to . ‘mive .8 mirache. or qn
gmwmq pr-yur. o
S canuqa
,'.,.»\' ' .

Truiv wa cgnhm outnlvo
God. How He reslly loves and -

. "blesses the :cheerful glver! -
. This I hnvc provon when 12

<',mc,um1 that ol Cumiiol ever oule”
. give: Gudl, Aud iy lrtm! Nmiw '

,"lhmp mnnrku. e

w- staried this, our. lcurlh.'
“*'third tithe’ ywur, with great '

1o -nnclpnllon b.e-uu o tlmu;‘q

pqmgnt of 'my Incqmo. God’s

. blewsings In hesling us, giving
o ue ‘pesce, prouet &\ngqlnn! ‘- 'me totally. Know of any other.

‘our foes, happiness In our
Home == these sre beyond
'mulorlql vqlunllon. \ Bnld«.

Yo !m sizable. S0 by the
. end of this year, it Is antirely

Thesw are the -

z’
our ncome has scared fo

such a tromendous Increase

that in one monlh alone It was

‘equsl to my previous one and

.@ half years' Income!”
Phlilpplnou

Even' prlor to my third tithe
year finlshing, Goud hae
blessed me greatly. Who sayn

the payment of third Illhm
does. notl reap blewsings?

Mo'ﬂl probably: those who. -

endeavor to disprove the doc-
lrl s or faisely assume lhey .

cannot m‘lord lo pay il
Aunlrdlla

It bikes luil‘h 1o st el uln.),

Giod, but when vt duw walk by -
~ Lith, G upens the ‘wintduws of

* hewven jnunexpeciod ways, just
s Ve prowmises in ’Mabehi’ 3:10
' Wring all the Aithey ito the
Usturehvusd,
found in My house, und prove Mo
ow, i thin® suys the Loed of
Tusts, if° 1 will ot upen fur you
the winduws of heavent and pour

that theie ay be

. there will ot be rwm’cuuugh Yo

'm.uvg it,”

dm(cly. but they will dc’at the

blewsings, bt coulidinclude imgny

propertime 1© the Bithtul, Aud
they mily nut always be huum.ml

Blessings ungy nul t.;épw Anuncv'
m

mhcra even apiritugl, wiys. ‘I'ruly,

AU is morg blessed to gwc thun ta” -

o recelve (Agty 200 35).

\xﬂixlc«i for’ xcvcml yeups:

" whet i use
- gete the blenefit of It.:
il know firsthand.,

A hnvoﬁ K
‘ besn a dmabled widow' for -~

Now here wre some leiters .

from: those whw lave been the -

. recipients of thif guu.ru\lty l!m’c .
fronrwwidow —

In this letter | wguld Iik- tq_ L
.’Ist those who may not fully .
undgumnd third: tithe know...
for snd who

‘fiine years, ang have been. s

reciplent of third tthe: aseis-' -
t;m;;aor ) lung tlmg. For ﬂm L

* recsiving my - widow's pqnv-

slon, God's Church supported ,

¢ church thet wodld do.th!t? I
don't. either!
Thp ohouk ! now roculvo
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each month arrives. oxuélly

the day It is supposed to and,

belleve mae, It heipe!*
" I've never written about

. this before. Not many even

pi‘ﬂvldinn for mé.

N

~ know about i, but | siddenly
ho an to fesl maybe | should
fite and lollpcopln that even’

t

' thﬁugh third "tithe years can

" e hard, the moneéy le's great

blessing to people ks me!

We don't hear about the third

_tithe too often, wo | thought It

" people uhdomh:}i it trom the
f

point of view o
! the sending mi
easlor, - .
Thank you for obeyinb our
Eather and belng talthful, and
1 thank Him for calling me and

a reciplent,
t be n IIHIO

k ' Ople
‘Thivd® thliu helped these
widows and dhoir childwu
through mnw of serious' need:

1 Just had to wma In and
lhanl«all who have helped to
. mupport those of us who have -
‘been biessed to recelve help’

from the third tithe fund. Were -

it not for your continued

"« aswjstance; the children and ) -

‘would have had to live ot a
much lower standard, without

'" a'lot of the basic necossities.

. After bclng a widqw, | was
gr-t.(ul to be .able to stay. |

‘"home:. and rear my children.
.without having to- work full
© fime. That would not have
bun poulblc wlthput h-lpq .

o,

" proo

‘recolving. Untll one Is In a
ponltlon of absolute nbed, you
don't realize why God rel this
program In opération.’| khow
God will bless thdse who are.
faithful with thie tithe; one day

‘thay will know just how and

why it wae necessary to phy
i, buldoa the obedlencd fac-
tor. From my three daughters
‘and myult. thank you again.
. ‘ Auulralln .

‘,(ﬁml‘a wity God's poveri:
ment - works! Hare'y prowft

. »
' Herels a money order to be,
uscc&ne first tithe. This ls m
thet' | do stand by you
100 percent. This -money Is
very npoclni.m me. To be ablo ‘
‘toglveltisa mlrnclo. The ﬁ:it
two years have been a living

« hell far my c;hlldron and

"myselt because of a divorce
bitWGQi’l my husband and
mysslt. During this' time we
were prought vesy low. .
Fol owing God's toachlngi. _
. you pave a system which
: taked care  of widows and:
orphunc. Through this | have
.been ahis to get Church
ossistance for one year now.
Dul Iﬂq this year | prpyod for:
Gnq to ‘give, me 8 change -to’
. give Instedd of take. He has '
now glven me that ¢hance. He

off of Church,
!ulslgm;m od's ‘govern-
. ment dou‘w; rkl Thank you

fronr our hearta for the care
and: generosity that you "o
have shown to us. We are glad

- to share In that kindness by

sending In our third tithe 'as

‘  our third. tithe years comqf‘

d-for-#
Ing us lhgt His way of qlvlnu
.und charlnn rcully worke.
o . Tcxu \'
Thgnk you for the :Nrd tithe .
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w
whgro We are able to do with:
“out the. financial awsistance '
. ffom_ the third tithe tund and’
" ask’ that you remove w

names {rom the liel of thily
" tithe reciplents. Thank yo

" tions. have, gthgcd. w "lu!! umkc.s

asslstance }ﬂ-t ¥ hlV.\{'lill‘l :

.q, much.
: Wgsuﬂmlnlg—

lhun. yuu \lmvu it nodern
" pxatuples of how iy luw, given to
Guod's puople so.long apo, is still -
cput into practice by ;lmd %
Umrdl i the 2000 century. )

This article is not intendeéd- tu‘

bg wmprchumiv; Adminiseras |

tive negds vary rom. country 'ty

country. Plemse write lu us il yuu’

huve yuestions, v, - ‘
Tuduy lhIB ncc,d m Hll" i

_ngeessary some ch
‘WS plun s ad
toduy s world, lhnnk\cxod lur His

| the river” or

Coand off Christ - o
devil? Well, Gaod: way Qe to fowr

(o be, happy or énjoy lile .

. were inveulity .

plun. to tuke q.ax\e uf thls
n !‘u..y', :

. ) - o
Churchgoers
(Contintied """ﬂ' page 1)
heard that Adum was the tiest
wen, ind that hie sinned sd
“tell”. - whatever thit meun. Ak
A resul | vaguely contejvod l]mt

Ii!n was like w one-way trip on a
train. lh.,uuum. of Adam, the

switehi in the track at the ond: pl

the line i thrawn to shoot us alg
down “to hell, So 1 knew  we
needed Lo *get saved,” although |
had* been tnapht that ™ had o -
“birthripght membership” in lll&
church, so | yuuﬂul I probably -
was wlecady “savied”
war ried nbout it

© When one s

“saved,” the

! ewm.h in the teack s then lhmwn

80 thut, when e pets to the end of
“the line he will lu shot jnstantly
Jp to heaven,
lc)r‘d" . nmminm abuve, “avir
“on the nlhu
whore,” wlwqu all ‘thad Wi,
Anyway, it was, “up yonder” il
~when' they callod the roll, 1 was
poing’ to be there,

Aud wisat wis my Sden of Gon
und of the

and be uppeased, inx Wy - and
yoet, 1 wor pléasied Him, He dould

ko, things breuk oue way for u,
I owe fueed 0 lughlhql trugendy

gruulul that God didn’t want us

gg‘lumlv frowsied on_all wurldlv

v 1 onever

¢

o be with the o

“f and pomsible death, erying out 1o
" Him nught suve un, But gulu‘nl -
ly, 1 think b rafher 1ok it for

He o'

-plensures. Christ, however, wi
more kind und Iuvin -+ He wum
uur Swvior, ) FTo
~ Above. all,” m,nlu:
Chirist were' WAL L

N N M N

,God nor
/ne - o they
iy UIE)

“Now theie were not \kliuilc
eaicrete beliely' or, du&,muwd
Lum’mllmm They were just cthu—

. renl, vaguo ussumptions, 1 pever

“gove, thely deep or hpLLl“L

was focused on the hater |.|l inters
ests of the mumcnl
closer g hand. )
 As T aaid, religion was for Sun-.

: llmuyhl. I just | luuk xln.m for =
“believed these tllinm My numl

~ things =

J, duy. 1t had no relutign o-or con- -
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uutmn wuh the u,».l ul Iife un a

whole — 'f{lv school, Tun, play,

“hobbics and, ax L grew older,
'hus.{:s», philosophy ioud hrlu:k

‘What » “Bible cmuu-n"
Is like.

Y eurs I.m‘ my wm:- .md I
Becime qumnml,wnh A worlan

©owhey, an some wuvs,,w.t\ ml!mr

pevaliar, o

This wouum reully had oA rcla .

gion, She
lhhlt every day, Mhe secmed - to
fmderstapd ! She hy ul, dehmite
belicts and vonvicticns, and she

C g the soumer of all of them

wis ot any thing she had heard at
church, but what she vewd in the
Bibld, She wnid the Bibde airried
.umhurtn amdl waythe only

il Knowing (R,

She actoally studied the Hilile
1o just on

sead and studicd- the

3

huggluv. bul eve rl'\llm"' Actinlty,

Ahis wonuin was ety in her
jreligion. She prayed a grent (deal,
wid shie secoed (o eeally Ao

© God and to B on personal terms

“with J !, .

, She was, judged by u«luumrv
_stundurds of the, pendkal public

thit attemdy chirch but b little

comeeption of what one’s \.huuh N

wetpylly
WO
thiose

e -belivve, o pocdbinr
She didi't belicve any of
unjor bukicts |t alwiyy

_ heardQin 'chureh: belng an omoy- |
tal s, going 1y heiven ar hell
. wh;n ane diex s, strogely, she

(l!ll nit ulwu,vc:sumhw ur € hrist

lﬂn:c o New Yeuts or F mu.r ug |

Vulclgml.\ Jay or Unilnwcrn

o tlﬁ'v delim

ig gl arTIOIRILY. .
COAL b, unee 1 swallowed gy

N , ’
llwrwuum!u dieved whint she semd

in the I)nhl‘b o that changed

“her re Iu.wnu\ \lﬁhi To, me, she
find bBecome a agions fanafic. 1

Cwats angered, Tugnds. Arpuset

She dned ol the
wHswers andd right out of the
Hible, Thisn wan the mcedent th
challengesd il smgerald e s
the biest vesl study ol the ‘Hible ot
wll my hile.

Faaied “You can’t (ol e th‘ul

did no - powd.

all these churches ane woong, 1

kiow !hu poet wihid they behicye
ant ol the Bible?™ So § devated sin
months Gointensive, almost might-
und-daty researchoansd study o iy
o tind, i the Mibte, what Imd
been taught in chureh,
K] U1 Wil .i\tmmdml to il
Just the nmnmlu
nht,‘mul the lncmmrc ol
«;Ium,hu:\ supporting their beliels,

I searched the conmentaries, the

Clenivins, (he Byble cueyclpedins.
1 senrched oub the .wguhlcnh wl
higher eritician on these points.

tricdpmy It ty, uvcrthnn;' my

ible beliets - but
Hely wure m Ih;._

‘wit'y new,

b, dmuul
danbied the existendu of Cand,
reveirchud svivdee il hilowy
phy, dnd eroven thid She ir
intellipent perdomal’ Creatur Cm{i
* ddiwes oxat, Then 1 put the Bible go
the test nmd, by several m\nlhhlc
pronls, POy it e be 1he reve:
lation of Gigw} 1o wankind, carry-

prde, .ulmmul deteat, wis hum-

o

¢ hristinn.") ¢ The

She snid nue of ‘thes® ideos urc‘-

gl inthe Rible,

This woman N
m( ¥e from
whn,ll she pot what 1hg bellcvcd
was the Bible, .

+ This wonmuan mkul my wife,:

W “Hible

ope dity betore sl met her, o -

open her Bible wind rond Lct!mn
plmnp,c Then she asd

am;th

these puissuges, my wih“ in uston-
“ishment, exclaimed: = Why, Lhis i
n it whut I've always: been tnught!
Yo, always heard and  belicy
,jusl dhe-apposite of what it says
iu;rc in. thu Blblc'" My w:fc

rr “church

L reared CUUR

. oy )
fouml - if he is Bonest, A peron
Wwhe 15 torn and reared oo G
away, wnhabitcd istod bn ool

vocedn, having pever heard any
rgﬂgmus beliel, i e T Hible |
and wirn abil to reud, wopbl e a
ml.ul strangey, (o wmany ol these
lhmp\ b owas taught an Chusch
M would sve, i thg Hible, just
whate evarybunly elic s V\»'“‘
“looks e W Aymestiv, )
Whut's wrdgg, then? wlsm
vinduy™s erhghigenpd Iwm sl
its lh&snlnvu.‘!l séinarics, wheie
youug mnisters are vilieated
Qﬁul ot bise bryang tae deier
mine how much o The Bible they
wish by Jassidy asInveh Fiow
frle ax truth - when oty . por

U ventrel heologial stdemnty, 'h\ :
“dctud ixarvey, hvinyr 11 ‘my

“Noffimd Coming™ b (Chest €
u’nmlcd‘uzuk.allmnoc‘ u-pmu

in the Hible whe

Jundd ihe wlergy “imrlpmh tht
Hibic. g0 ‘mean the vary” dppesite
o whist it plmll'y niym, n ukger v
pruh:ml that it sappnts their -
pigein Yeachigps - then vou may
lumw whal is wrong, I

Woyoin will reud !vrbmmh 1'|".

wod sekicl 1Y and 40 which are
pmphede\ ol ot mew, in
- iy € hrmu-ehnuucnl
Cof Mutthew 2445, 11,304 of the
fulse preachers vt wuuld dle-
ceive the masywd lh’cqnmw

xiulcnwnln in the Hible thit the » v,

whulg wurhl wanld by deverwved
you will beygin, o inderstangd,
trix, i ard Lo one born, |

ped b i wmld N

education, *uu.mu uu\c_l

* blicdy, hid repented und secepied

the Christ of the #ible o dif-
ferent Christ lhuu 1 hd previous- -
Iy piciured

true Sorker o Mllcl

-

k:nnu: bwnuuc ! hswc by
buﬂ\' .

study ol ihe Bible, s I wi, or
whother by lue
r reard anything clve in
lhc lirst phice, on wity he _
into the Bible for himseil, o will
Aind the same thing there that-l:
oo 3 ’

nskgr- been o

looks -

Wuys; Lp reali
+Gand's waorld
Lames .m §

| lmd h!l_!ﬂ,l_i the ' "'k

‘whul it mc:mm
as it fs, it mak ATRTE AT :
YY) bﬂ T ﬁ’?nu,ll voward.
| nuk into it /ur erselt. 1t's Tull
“of surprises -~ iCgAullof TR
uﬁfull of thp i

ptmpcmy, ubundum lwmg llcm
‘and now dnd te sulvati
ju}oﬁw cternml life 10
God's wirld i soun wmmg
lhe peageful lmppy WORL.
) ‘mugmuw! s

l)




o

"‘5“(-m| 't akiowledped
- Supreme Being by e vast

ludu v, scores uj ,dlffcrem rcllgums rc'vcrc' hm;drvdv
uj different. gods. But why and what Iy (wd. "
Huwvvan yau:l\nuw w/u'ther yoy wursth {hc cal Godf

hiuhﬂ Gm’f vdg

- yorl worship?”’

soginds ubsmd:. Tu Western
minds, God s the Judeo-

Christian Guod ol the Bible.
Huwever, the’ Tudep-t° hiristian

sutordty of nankjd. Much njure
ol huwninily Jos'l acdept the

 Jusden Cliristion boliel thun do:
Cunsicher Ueis spote from o let-
'--lu senl fo one of dur u!hu:x

“1am nol a "hrlntlum I hgvs

_ v?\gerd about.

gods of om.r religions; but

— i -contis

right one? | couldn't clri fons.
for !emg llm..
Recently & friend. of. mlnc
ahowed me a boohlet of’
-yours. |-was very much aston-
ishad i s’ gonlent fgnd i,
, also madd me leel the impor-
tance of teligion in my Ko,
Which is my Qod, then?

~HWhich iy niy (uu!. thcu ?" lt 'y

‘ 'u ol t;uuuml lhc wrucr »mtgs

l!c deies nut belicve in the € \

ot God. | Consider: Sifee” lhc
Weiter is Asiun, 'should freseavor- .
shiping Buddha, one of the Hindu,
deiticn or possibly .Afluh?, Dyes:
: lhrchnsumn Gud ~umitmumd or

" ___Aj:w' *Thia wuu NEWS

“The ' yuestion ,

we the

Uy iusties l Ml lelmmh

¥ ‘. ‘

. even uitre .ibum lhc pcupk;s of the ' _
Last or iy Lie bnly the (mdrul the:,

“Decidentul, pcupls;s”
Naop-Chnisti

.
\’1 v

iy n(m;)u‘m upte

- number ClivistandmdsJows by J -

Af R
usmiml ui dnuuu hru.,u, und the
"home - of wiuny- intellectonls and
phllsmuplim of ‘the diy. Puul'y
p!cifuhmg cume h'the attention. -
OF some ol the lenders \'l CGireek |

o 2w the world tuduy. hu xumy " (huugm ifod, homg mlwu-h.d o )
ideus, they invited him w ah "

of U hupe nmlungt ol pwplc
Gl is 0 nuny-arndd; idul Far

athers, e isrepresemed by their

dlm.us-s his withahent «%
w AN L gy passings thmup,h uud

deud wivestues. o still utliers, ;h, . 'gumklgrinp. the objecty of yum

simply aroch or e -

Our, letter writer iy, Iiive
“been-tught-ubont Budding Con-
_ Huyius ur the, Hindu dulm. all of

wlm.h ure n;VcrLLl in Dis' part of
‘the wur ~1le iy ubviously, heard:,
ol the(;
“confystt= His. luintive, ** Which

‘d of Ahe Bible angd is

W prent, M- ~hellied’ Bﬁddhu or . warship,”, Pl told them, 1 even
{ound un altar with' iy ‘mus,upa. ;

Stion: @ (lll*'UNKNUWN
L:L)l) lh'&i’ fore, the Qo whum

" you wirship, without kll()Wlllg.‘s;'
- Him !,pr‘éﬁﬁi‘ lU yuu. (As.ts‘ ’

AT22-23).,

The Aullmrm,d VLI”NIUH Peh-
b 1L O

dcm “without knowing'™ nx

v
oY
AN
ey
[N

.i:s -y Giad; then®” could b,

ved by willions, How shuuld iy

Vtm answored? e

Tho unknown God
lu lu,gm, let's step bitck- 10 the

“lime when Llumlmmty wils new. .

The knowlcdge of; Jesus was o,
new meisuge 'to everyone then.

- wlreudy. Available to be worshiped.
ithe tine were cor

~tent with  their, Still; bei
lmglhgmt und. & s ey were
willing 10 Hear of other idens, phis
losophics and gids.

 During one of his juurnc 8, the:
" apostle Paul arriveyl, in. LY

" kNOW Him?. They
= I was ot welcone knowledge..
o inost.. ‘There werd mnny gods

Tomtly.” Iy it pussible for intelli- * 50
gont, l)wnd nunded peaple to by '»w e

nurui;t when 1t comes: to. L
Wt,)l'hlllp of Gud? ‘Thine whq hawve, .
not been: luught abuut God- ure by
. definition ignurant. ‘

What, ubout those whu llunk
- they- knuw God,” but - aull dunt‘
re ignorunt’
seven of their ignominde. lhw
" do't knuw what thyy don’t knpw! -
*lwmiaht 44:15-17 eyn wing i wicss.

Lﬁgu_lumm‘w ' peop
g the professilig JGhristivy of tuduy

Phe "

awird the noncChriSwun;;
prophel puints o pictare (o show,
. just how !whah thu worshxp of’
fu‘ac guda is. .

thn it is all smd und dorw,

o

S, L




\

“

: o .
the object worshiped is the prod-

uct of one’s own mind and talents.
What a pitiful travesty! Tovbow
down WBefore something of one’s

- own creation while thé omnipo-

tent, ommiscicnt, omnipresent

God ‘of the univerbe tooks.on.
' in his address "to the |

‘Paul,
* Athenians (Acts' 17:24-29), ex-
pl.uned that God, the God of the
Bible, created all the universe and

gave life to man and all tlungs .

He is not to be found in a tréd. a
rock or an idol, but is the Lord of
the heaven and carth..

. Today, as in Paul’s«day, most-of
“mankind is totally ignorant.of the

true Qod. ‘And, surprisingly’
. ¢nough, even if you grew up,in a
-pation thdt commonly acknowl-
edges, the Judeo- Christian - God, .

. you may be more ignorant of God'

&han you would llkL 1o, d,dmu

Provlng God
‘One’ of J’uc proois ot ‘God's

exlslume is that He tells” what -
“"will happen, and theni -brings it'to

pass (Isa. 46:9-10). God issu¢s ' a
“challenge to all who would -cail
themselves God. or profcs:: to
know other gods: ‘

o "‘Prtsent your case,’ saysothe

Lord, Brmg forth ‘your strong
reasons,’.says the King “of Jacob.
*l.et. them bring forth and show
us what. will happeg; let them’

show the forger things,” what
. ‘they were, tha tlwc miy consider

- them, and know Yhe Jaucr end of

them; of deClare to_ us things.-to

- come: Show the things that arc to
-—comc—lmczrﬁer—*rh*

¢ know that you are g
goed or do evil, that .we may pé -
* dismayed ,and see it togcthcr
“(Isas 41:21-22). g

.+ God is the Créator, the llfcglv-~

eF dn).hc ori¢ who brings to pass
* those things He Has forgtold. He

, establishes a test, Jand offers, as
-proof of His powers, the ability tg .

foretell aevunt .md then muse ity
to come about. ' "
ln the book uf lbd!dh we rcdgi

"God- made and ‘then caused to bc
. fulfilled® *Behold, the Viigin shall

'J‘ conceive and bear a Son, and ‘shalt’

¢all His name lmmanucl’ (Isa..

7:14). '.

God has mat Hxs own test. l—lxs-»

. He created

s; yes, do '
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" tory -attests to the fulfilling. of

that prophecy.. Jesus Christ of -
Nazarethwas born ef a virgin. He
lived “a .perfect, sinleys life and
was killed without cause, just-as
Frophulcd in Isaiah 53. God
oretold the anner of both the
birth and dn..nh of Jesus Christ
hundreds of years before the
wcntb, and brought itall.to pass.

The Fathov of hil humanity \

+ During His ministry,. Jesus -
began to open the minds of all
men to the knowledge of their .

 God. Jesus revealed God not just

as the God of thé Jews, but as«the,
Father of all humanity. He is the

© 'God of all pations ynd races. He.

understands -all anankind because’
mankind ‘and all -
things lhrdugh Hlb -Son Jcsus -
Lhrlsl ‘

S Al humunny. including the
Je\ws. were ignorant of the Father

« until Jesus begun fo teach and

- reveal Him: With that in mind,
perhups. we can. better undegstund
why so few today.really know
God- 1t isn’t so strange when we 1
realize that the true knowledge of
God has been extremely hmnled«
down through the history of man.

Jesys has to reveal the Father to

~us or we can’t know Him (Luke

+ 10: 2") Jesus' did reveal the_

Fathér to-His disciples.

Gud. created, through His Son -
Jesus, the universe and every- .
thing it containg: He is the Father
of -al} humians, regardless of their
background or race. He thor-.

Iovus ,ﬂl human beings to, the
extent that He aligwed His only -
Son to die the most miserable
death kinown at_that time, so that -
humans could be forgiven their
sins and be. bmught to the
Father. .

How to know God

A few years beforc Paul’s mins"
istry, anotifer early Christian, -
Phlhp, .smwcrr;d a.cry similay to -

above : T _

In Aua 8:27. 3§ th\: trca;mrer

of Elhmp)a, a non-Cﬁnman, was

beginning -to make inquiry cone

cerning God. In this case, he hap- -

Jened 1 be reading onc of fhe.”
, 5 - T . .

'
[

* may.’

_scrolls of the Old Testament, lhé

book of Isaiah. Philip was led to’
hirn and said, ** ‘Do you under-
stand what you are reading?™ And
he said, ‘How can |, unless somg-
on® guides me?” Aad he asked’
Philip to come up and sit with
hini.” _ )
- This man recognized his igno-
rance and the need for someone’.
to teach him. He was in need of

-diréction, just like the writer.of

the luter at the beginning of this
article. In an effort to learn of
God, he was r"ddmg the book of

r Isaiah. Philip began to expound
thg: passage, ‘teaching the Ethie-,
pian about Jesus: from the Old
Testament. Finally, the Ethiopian
.xbku;l if he could be baptized:

" “Then Philip said, ‘If you -
bchcvc with 411( your heart, you
nd he/answered and said, - -
‘I beljeve that Jesus Christ isthe
Son, of God." So ha commanded
the chariot 1o stand still. And

‘both Phlllp and -the &bnuch went,, = -

down into.the water, and“he bap-
tized him” (verses 37-38). :
God reveals ‘Himself through
the, Holy' Bible, His written
Word.: Everyone, in order to-
" knqw and understand the true
..God, must bé taught abour Him,
Just
Paul tai
" .the true God, someone meeds to -
‘teach our }cltcr writer ‘mentioy (_‘
“before and the overwhélmiing
“majority of mankind about Him.-
To believe, as the: Ethlopmn
did, that Je‘sus (,hnsl is 1he. ':,on
an—understand -
of . many things. that even .the
averagf professirig Christian
doesn’t undersfand about - Jesus. -
To believe these thm[,s you must,
come o know. Jesds Christ - —
-how He thinks, how He acts, how
“He worshiped the ‘Father when'

='He Himself was -on _}:dl’lh as a

human being. . . .- -
o In dcmgf’— in developmg an }
-awareness pf the mind of God — "«
ygu will a!so come 1o understanﬁ

»'crcatmg ma.n'km'd,' For* more.
. information on God’s .purpose i

your- life, write for our free book-

. lets’ D od Exist? and Your
'Awemwure —* How Reli~

gfon Decenes Ywau 0.

o Eebruary 1954 e ‘

thé¢ apostles Philip and o
t non-Christians’ dbOUL/ "
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- Admlt Your' Mlstaes

- say! . .
Can you pronoun(;e these .
it your

was wmn g. ‘
well be the most
ords ou will ever

“I

dlfﬁcu ‘

words? Do you ad
mistakes? Are y in the habit
of acknowledgfng your errors
and correcting them?

© Or do you try at all costs to )
. -make yourself appear- right and
. make everyonesels¢, perhaps even .

- Jesus Christ Himself, wrong, so

" from tim¢ to time. They all sin-

. -

-that you may maintain your own

Tt htneds”? , B '
B ,Mn important questlon‘

your Christian growth de-

i These ‘

p¢hr%s on it, and 50 may your very :

" salvation! .

God's peaple all ' make mistakes

and err-in"judgmeht occasmna’lly-
By the very fact of their human. #
ness, they are prone to stumble.

But that’s what the process of

human nature and bring their

lives into hargnony with God's:
commandments in every way.:

_conversion is all about. Christians -
~are striving to overcome their

-told emphatically (I *Sam.

'kmgs over lsrael Both thése ‘men.
were given every opportumty tb-
succeed. God was with-both of
them ‘when' they were ﬁrst
appomled kirig. b v
“Yet one. ended up rejcctcd a

fmlurc eventually even stooping -

to cdnsulting demons about major

decisions The other is called a -

~ “man after God's own heagt,” and
wiljirule =& king over’ lsrael in the
:WO_]’ tom l‘l‘OW

Maracter ‘between Saul
and Davnd One major. factor

. stands out, however: King Saul

'did not truly repent. His’ acknowl- -
edgments of errors and sins were
shallow and insincere.- On .the

" other hand, the Bible records

.David’s: deep. hearyrending .
‘prayers of genumc repcntance as
.. examples for us. ‘

v *“God is with . .you,” Saul was
: 10:7).
‘Saub really couldn’t: have .hoped
" for a, better ‘start, could he? \iet
in- th\: ;matter of Amalek, - Saul
made a serious. mistake::

&

Spiritual - growth results from

- acknowledging sins”and faults,

’wnfessmg them before God and

lurmng from them. - IS
God’s true servants are distin-

" being without fault, but because

they admit their faults and répent . .

of them. The others refuse to

admit mistakes, and in doing so:

. guished from the false not by

resist the Spirit of ‘God: and niiss -

"Twokingc S

In whlch group are you"

- The prophet Samuel was called

. their- opponhmues fur ‘great;— ,
c .

. ox and sheep,

. Ged’s own hg

: ,thz,m But éverythmg despised.

and .worthle$s, thg they_ utterly
destroyed” (verses 8-9).

Notice that Gods Word puts
the blame on Saul and the_people,

. ‘ribt on the people alone. Y.gt when

confrontgd -by Saniuel, Saul
declared, “The people spared the
‘best of the sheep and the oxen, 10\

sacrifice to the ‘Lord 'your God™. 2 o e

"(vcrse 15). d

‘What a classic case of buck- -

passing! “I didn't do'it — it was
the people’s fault!”

" Putting.the blame on others is

a common trait.in thxs world. Yet
if Saul had bec
> he would have
acceptcd responsnblhty fox= bls
own sin.  °
. Even . when' Conﬁogted dnd
-rebuked by Samuel, Saul’s con-
fessnon appears flirhsy.
sinned,” he admiitted, “'yet honor
me now, please, before the ¢lders®
of my people and before Israel,
“dund return with me, that I may
worship -the. Lord your -God”
{verse-30). ° RN .

" Saul’s’ major concern was not
‘the gravity of Iis sin, but his

“man after -~

“I have

God’s mstnuctmns_wem-cxpl@—lmaga.befom—the—elderc and the

.it enough: “Now go and attack

Amalek and utterly destroy all‘,

that they have, and do.not spare -

them. But kill both man and

woinan, mfan’and nursing child,
Camel and donkey”

(I Sam.. 15:3).

Yet Saul com mmlsed with’

God's instructions® fulﬁllmg only
-~ part of* them. Notige
took Agag kin_go?
alive, and uttérly

e Amalekites

o

sheep, the oxen, the fatlmgs, the

: - lambs, and all that was good, and -
¥ to anoint’ two notable men as

were unwilling to utterly destroy

: “He also -

_.pecple. What 2 contrast with -
“David’s deep, yearning, heart-
- rending prayers-of repcmancc as
"he acknowledged his sins o

"What, _then, of Davnd,l\thls
“man after God’s own heart”.
(Acts 13:22)?_ Was he without
.sin? No,-he sinned and made mis--
"takes, certain 'of
recorded ' in. the Bible for us
today In -thjs - he didnt" differ

tmyed all the v from Saul, his predecessor But -

: WM@W@L&&——D&M}WS%—ad
sword. -But Saul and the people

- -spared Agag and ‘the bést of the .

' mistakes, -deeply, and genumely

" repent -of them ‘and turn from .

~ thy distinpuished hlm from

Sau in a great way.
On one occasxon ng Davnd

w‘hich’ are .



allalved Satan to influence him to

\. take a census of the .people of
Isracl. What happened" “And
God ‘was displeased with this
thing; therefore He struck lsrael”
(I Chron. 21.7), -

“This wgs such a serious sin in
.God’s sight that 70,000 Israelité
‘men_died'as a result of the pesti-

_ lence’ God brought-on the "land -
- (verse 14)! ]mmed:.ately after’ thxs
phase .of the punlshment the
angel of God. stood" ready to
_ 'dcstroy t.hroughout the'land.

. Now' let's natice David’s reac- *
tlon at this pointz-“And David
'said to God, *Was it not 1 who -
commanded the people to be
numbered? 1 gm the one who has .
.sinned and dori¢ evil indeed; but -
these shecp, what have they
done? Let Your hand, I pray, O
. Lord my God, be agamst me and
‘ty father’s*house, {ut Aot against.
Your people that they should be. -

- Jplagued’ " [verse 17)” '

David took the blame squarely

L on Hls own ‘shoulders. This
; :4 showed “eal character. gWhat
e would you hiive. donc" SRUREERE

A sfn repg}lted of W

. How readnl{we all call to }nmd
,Davxd s sin of adultery with Bath-
sheba! in all its-detail; we recall -
how ' David took Bathshebd and .
comhitted adultery with hep (H
. Sam. 11 2y 4). To make malters
worse, David then engineered the”
murder of Bathsheba’s husband, ’
Uriah the Hittite,” who, by’ all
- indications, was a- nghteou,s and
——layal_man,_fd' t
Co hls king (verses 9—“ 14‘45)
“ZThe.sin of adultery was in.itself
"a dirgét violation of one of the
Ten Commandments (Ex. 20: 14).
Thé murder of a nghteous man' '
) .compounded the sin (vers¢ 13).
. _ - But‘how l'CdL'tll) do we femen-
" ber David's sincere, overwhelm-
-ing, ‘wholehearied repentance?.
David wrote, “When 1'képt silenty

groarhng all the day long. For.day

upon me?” (Ps. 32: ‘3~4) f
“Maybe you have had this €xp

rience — perhaps you are going .

_ through | it ngm now. David was <
" aware of hls sm yca for a permd

St s o .
-of time -failed to take it to God,

confess it and truly repent of it. ~

Finally, however, “I acknowl-

edged my sin to You, and my
iniquity I have not hidden, I said, -
" *I will confess my transgressions

to the Lord, -and You forgave the

) mlquny of my sin” (verse 5).
Admmmg sin is ‘the first step ‘
. We can’t expect God to forgive us

for sins we havcn t confessed.
“He who covers his -sins will not

prosper,” but whoever ' confesses .
and forsakes them will have mér- -

cy’”’ (Prov 28:13). Thén — and

only then — can we dcqlarc with *
David: **Blessed is ‘he” whose
transgress;on is - forngen. whaose -
sin is covered. Blessed is the man -
to whom the Lord does not -

-impute iniquity™ (Ps. 32:1-2).

_The  beautiful 51st Psaim is- .
cternal witness to what made .
+David a, man after God’s oWwn

. heart. It i§ a fitting outline of how
to truly repent before G od when

-wé sin'and stuniple. Try reading .
(it;.on -your kpees before the
s 'f';‘ nghl and making it your per- .

f-prayer of rep@ntance

A falea apust!o —_ qnd
‘a true one

) . -

The New TeStament teils of a.

“man who. tned,pto purchase an -
. apostleship in.God’s Church.

stfong has written: - “It_seems
almost neo one will confess it when .
he sins, let alone repent and turn
away from cohtinifing in the par- .
ticular sin: Even admitting an

rror or an uninténded - wrong.

goes against humannature. Yet.a .

- child of God must doit'.. . When.
God brought me to repentance it
was like that.
‘Come on in’— the water’s fine!”
‘It has never been so hard, since,
to admit wrong, or ‘confess even:

sins to God..l have had tQ admlt

error more than ohce.”

This willingness to admit. one's
mistake¥ is not a negativé charac- |
teristic, but rather a positive qual-

+ification absolutely required of

. those who seck to serve Jesls .

Christ. We must. respect” those

who .admit their mistakes; rather .

- than denigrate . them . for €rrors,’

Woujd that all of us could fully
demonstratc this righteous will-
ingriess 'to confess . €rrors! How
-many of us still refuse to. admlt
when we are wrong"

Admllﬂng rmktaluﬁ. . _:"fil
yiolds growth L e

" For a_child of God the entire .
' process-of admitting erfots, turn-’
ing from them and correcting
them yxelds spiritual growlh
“None of us will succeed in- gomg

Simon . Magiis,” who held great, . through life wuhom making mis: .

_.Swdy over the peoplc of Samaria

" betause of his sorceries (Acts 8:9-."

- 11), selfishly-and igndrantly tried- |
. to"buy the’
Holy SPIM (w.-.rsc 19)

* Simon: asked I‘u} forgwenass bqt'-

showed Jho sign® pf admitting his -
}' “Pray to the Lord for me,

that none of the thmgs which, ‘you-"

-have spoken ma; come upcm me
. (vese 24).
~When we- dbk#fdi‘ chcap gracc.

. withiout _aclinjtiing dur. €rrors, we .
are simply following jn the foot-

_ steps of ohe of the first and.most .

my bones grew old through my

mfluenlml heretics. of the New:
Tc‘smment' Come T :

* first century, Jésus® true- aposllc

2 uf the Zolh century; Herbert W.

‘ Armstrong, does not hesitate to

admit- error and change when. .

wrong -is discovered. Mr. Arin-
I N

wer 1o grant the :

. We will never. be in

. v takes, for *“all have sinned and fall

sh,grt of the giory of God ! {Rom.
~3:23). When we sin, we. must be
corrected: “Now no cthslerp-ing B

Admutmg error »»Qacccptmg

" correction — is growth!

“This is a hfc«or»d‘}ﬂh matter! . »&

lhklglngdum ’

- of God unless we adm:t our mis-
ta.kes, for “‘the way gf man m not

. in" himself; it is not in man whcp
“*walks' to, direct his own sleps

_(Jg; 10:23).-

say to others, |

Follow in the footsteps of the
tn and women after God’s own
Admat }our mnstakcs, turn
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e An Important Remmder — |
i . * Envy has’ been around since the begmmng of human

. expenence. Ifayou turn-*‘green” ‘with énvy at the suctess‘of

T  Natural laws govern the. physical world. Health and

M | ,_0 Forglvmg Isn’t Easy, But It IS Required |

How Leaven Pictures Sm

" The Days of Unleavened Bread offér vital lesson& for B
Chﬂstnans What do these days pmctme"

¢ Don’t Let Envy Color Your Thoughts'} | | | oy

others, Yyou:should consider these points,

R mc1ples of Healthful Lmng

happmess result from. cooperating with those laws, whxlé
dlsharmony with them produces sickness.

“l’!i never forgive nor forget what they did to me.” T his
,saying reflectsxthe deep hurts of lifé. But: God requlres
Chrlstlans to forgnve enls done‘*fto them. oo o

Ch _, K Goﬁ 5 neixpomt\is much dnﬂ’erent from'§

~® Make These

y&uth-onented soclety in which we live/ /
Chnstnan, you have a peclal callmg




