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id anyone ever think
to ask wny God

cient ‘nation Israel, denying
them His ‘Holy Spirit and
eternal salvation — except
their .prophets only? -~

Why “choaen aocﬁlo"?
WHY were Old Tegtament

Holy Spnr_u to beget them mw

N raised up the an- .

Israelites Ld“(‘,d God’s “chosen
people” — and still denied .the’

. WhyDidGod -
L Rmse Up the Natlon

Israel-

i and Deny Them .
i Splntual Salvat ion?

By Herbert w. Armstrcng

" in traditional Chnstianit’y — or

even by Judaismi.

you — alse unrgalized by any,
ineluding Judaism — the king-
dom of lIsrael was nor Jewish!

The first place in the Bible that
- the word Jews is, used is Il Kings .
 .16:6. where Israel. is at war
. against the J i

ws' .

I§ is indecd true that thc nauow
Israel was God's chosen,_ | ie.
But understand this: They were
not chosen ‘as teacher’s Pet or fdr
special Tavors, .They wepe\chosen

T Ad
And here’s another shocker»-for :

: God created our ﬁrst parems.
d Eve, as perfect speci-
mens “Physically and mentally.
Yet they were but unfinished

" pieces of God’s workmanship. >

Spiritual character was yet to be
built into them and their off-
spring. -In this humans are
required to perform their own
vnal part. . . °

Phystcaﬂy this berfectly
created pair -had no chronic ail-
ments or te¢hdeifcies to d,rd phys-
4cal illness or disease. Faat is tes-
tified in pary by the fact that: «

AY

,‘-1.'.'

:
‘;
§

“Chosen* -M for what? Tn bc

" respecter of nations?- -

... ' To.understand, we need to

=y start with Adam and Eve. It is an

© "+ intriguing story, and 1 have never
‘ seen it put zﬁethgr in this man-

ner. before. The true reasun for

of Ghod's supreme master plan.

cornccrning that one¢ nation
©#).0  dSRAEL? And that the Bible men-
tions other"nations only if and as
they came into cﬂnlau with
" lIsrael?

:© . - teacher’s pet? For special favors
L .above vther nations? Was Gud a. comply with. .
© Itis an intriguisg stof Q" And u :

" has great significanc®”i

ancient Israel is an integral part

. “And did' you ever realize that

R . ter plan.
Thé truly amazmg”lrutb Hbout

. lIsracl is totaily unrealized by any -
}rehgmn — by an) denommalmn.

for o special [purpose Preparagry
to the kmgom of God — a 62?-
pose they-on thelr pirt refumd lo

God's
overall pUrPOSE for all peapk’s'

First: humans ﬁrtqct ";/"

physically |

God ss.,npwuu 1& Hipsskr s
in and through MAN! God's ulti-
mate purpose ds brea&h{akmg e

. Adam lived" © be 930 years of
age: And for ncar!y(ZOOO years
the ll[espan a.vemg chose 109(!)
;years' !

Think of it! Fhe first uealad
man lived more than one sixth of
ail the time from his creation
until now! Adam and Evg had a
namber of sons “and dfmghtcrs, :
but only. three suns are namad in -
the record. .

. Bear this in mind: Adam and
. Eve had rejected God as revealer’ -

.

€ s::emmgh m:red“!ﬂe (ranse-

- gendent mxenmﬂ of nj;m- :
The éstablishment of me,‘
- ancient n;«llcn g;f Israel is an inte-

gral part of God's supreme myas-
N TR

So now, to undusmﬁd and
bring into mind the backgiound,

‘we go back a bit br11 /

- el basic lmmh!edge ~— fejected ¢ -

His~ gmernmem "They had cho
sen the “GET” way of life —- the'
self-centered way of vanliy, cov-
etousness, envy and jeaieusy.
competition ieadmg to strife, vio-
‘lence and destruction and rebel-
lion against authority.

Their first son, Cain, became a

SRR vy 1984
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er . Abel was
called “‘righteous Abel™ by Jesus,
‘humanity, descending at a tapid
birthrate, became more. and more
viplent.

Actually, from the time of

*- Adam' until Noah — some 1,500

or mare years — only one man,

Enoch. “wglked with God.” *
By the time of Noah; a popula-

tion explosion was taking place on

- earth — even as it is again today.

It is recorded: “Then the Lord

'saw that the wickddness of-“man
-was great in the earth”™ — human
. thought and interests were “only

evil continually. ... The earth

also was corrupt before God, and

the earth was filled with vio-
‘lence. ... for all flesh had <or-
rupted uhcnr way ‘on lhc canh
(Gcnesas 6:87 18-12). .

- This law less ,umwn.ﬂ corgup-
tion and violence was inflicting

- pain,.suffering, anguish, frustra-
.tion upon an evil humanity. It
“seems humanily never realizes
" the GET way — transgression of.

God's law — inflicts increasing
suffering on its ‘perpetratars —-
and on others.

This corruption and vivlence
kad become so universal that God
determined to sppre humanity
from=suffering Jonger in the

mounting misyry and anguish.

God took amay thewr miserable

lives by the earthwide flood, 1o be

resurreclgd in the next second of

“the three

maior racial strzis on-
earth — the white, yellow and
black. All others in our 20th cen-
tury. Rave gome f;om lmerfacua!
breeding. -

God does not reveal‘ in thc :
Bible the piccise o‘ngm of the dif-
ferent races. It is sovident that

‘Adam and Eve w Tre created

white. God’s chosen nation Israei-
was white. Jesus was white. But it -
is a fair conjecture that in fmother
Eve were created ovaries Contain-
ing the yellow and black genes, as

.well as white, so that some of the

childven of Adam and Eve were.
blaek and some yellow. as well as
some white.

TAL Eeast by the time of Noah,

“men ““took ~them_ wjves of all

which they chose™ {Genesis 6:2).
The very fact of the insertion cf
the words which they chose
implies they chose wives God did -
not interd for them to marry,.
There was every kind of evil and
vmlensc at the time. Jesus, some
2,000 sears later. said, looking
into this END time oi the fate 20th
century, just before His coming
to, ezu.abln;.h the KINGDOM OF
Gop and restore the GOVERN-
ment of God, jthat conditons |
would be as in the days of Noah
— “they were eating and drink-

ing. marning and giving in mar-

riage” {Matthew 24-38). .

Ia whaer wav did eating and
diinking and mateying have to do
with the extreme.evils that caused

: : 4
. revelries, drinking parties, and

«tign.’ :
Now Jesus drank wine — but .

-

- aborminable idolatries.” Verse 4
lcrmslhese as a “ﬂood of dlelpd-‘

"in proper moderation. 1 frequent-
ly. have attended banqucts at -

" which were present royalty and ~

men high in governnfent — at
which only proper food and a
minimum of wine have been
served — and all were completely
sober, dlscussmg vital questions
Jor the general’ good. Like mar-

nagc, none of these is WRONG —
in‘moderation. God teaches mod- - -

eration and temperance —.not
“drunkenness, rioting, senseless
drunken feveling like some do on .
New Year's Eve today.

Marriage is not wrong in itself.

: Yet.' according 1o Jedus, ont of

the things evi) and ‘wrong in
Noah's ‘'day was “marrving and
giving in marriage.” Genesis 6:2
reveals How and wHY! They were
marrying wives “of all whom rhey
chose.” They were choosing the
wrong wives. How? God had
intended No, GRELIZATION in
human repmc;ge-twn : (@
The one man God chose to

PRESERVE the human race- ame.,_’

was perfect in his génerations
all his ancestry back 10-Adam v s
of the one strain, and undoubt

i¢ that hdppengd to be white -

wo! “that white is in 4ny sen§e'
“superior. N .
If xou are a fivestock brceder o

1
|
1
i

their conscivusness in. the Great
- White Throne sesurrection of the

bosk of Rm emsm; chapier 20,
verses ‘L

bmu;hi :w life in a time
when suling the earth in
rightied .I peace and happi-

ness. Satan will be-gone. Ther

¢ ‘minds then will be opened 1o -

Ged's TRUTH, and eternai salva-

tion upeaed to nhem . .
But God intended to presene

human life — and, a

2. ¥They will be

as it were, i9

God o blut out the lives of all
excepl the eight of
37 o eat uholemme

. foud and drink pure water 15 nec-

esvary Lo sustain life and 1§ coop. »
God Himsell established. the
ution of marrisge amd made .
1;‘§7i3 malrimopy. 0 »
But there was wmahmg con- -

: 'mm to Gu's way in the mas- ..
#er in which they . weré ealing. -

drinking and marrving, 1 eah's
time. Like tuday.. “eating and

planning to enter your pnze‘-&m- i

mals h a livestock show i per-
haps at a stale fair - yourwill be
sure to enter only thoroughbred -
or pedigreed stock! Mixing the

breed tengds toward dcgmem- :

thdn. ,}'I" -

God ‘mgmﬁh set the bounds
ef nativnal burders. intending
nalions to-be sLPARATED and pre-
vent interracial marcisge. Notive:

“When the Most High divideds .
their inheritahce 1o the nations~

.

«t

givd humanity a new and fresh
sfatt.

Rgecg mhzcd

- One man only, Nouh, was per-
[eu, in his “generstions.” That is,
. his heredity, ancZSMy.

It is amply evident that by the

. time of Nuah there were at least

2 TheGOOD NEWS .

_Commandment}, drunkenness,

drinking” evidently had become a -
custom. of the-type of rewﬂmg,

) .llswd as “worky of the flesh”

Galatians S:19-21 and | Peter 4 3
In the latter passage, Peter speaks
of “when we walked in lu,zmﬂmug-
ness [lawlessness and crimel, .
fusis {viclations of the Tenth

{speaking of land or geographical
boundaries], when he sépuarared

{notice - He sepurated) the sons 2,

of Adam, he set the boundaries of
sbc peoples™
2:8). v
Bul people wanted to amemw-

ry — until there would be only

%.‘ominyfd, on page 23,

chuwmnam\ N
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hat on earth.is .

God -doing?

v
~ Bs Eanh Wmams

~

Bul whai is God doing Ioda\ -

J 7 in a practical way, 1o make" His

~ter plan for the future; if you are

willing to accepl and usé the key_

LTI

‘of God's Church, includiy
the Good News magazine

ave now ‘reading, work to- .
gether to preclaim to ali~the

worjd, the wonderful in-
_noumcement. of God's coming
. Kingdom { Matthew 214

The many f.mm .

: Kingdom come? How lew profes-
. sing Christians understand. this
t .-_fbasw FnoWjedge! v

Today, almighty God is pl.ma?

~ing the seeds of His Kingdom,
- apd the embryo ol that Kingdom
" is gvowing all over .this world.
" Surprised? Unlike this. blinded
‘,ﬂd you can know Gods .mas-

ﬁaal unlock the truth.

The apostle. Paul, like Gm‘.ﬂ’g
work mday proclaimed the truth .
about ““the mystery : wha;h hash
been hidden fron ages and from &
generations. but now has been -
revealed to His saums" {Colos- :
sians 1:26).

Oy GA (ick

How docs Ged reseal’nhi%gl £

May agag ]

o s
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knowjedge of H!s master p!an. 10

~ His se}vanls" Through His Hoiv

3VS

“God’s Feasl of Flrstfmlts also

called Pentecost, the third of His -

annual Haky Days, reveals what
od is. doakmg ndw -to change this

- world. The Feast of Firstfruits v

‘pot ‘with old leaven, nor with !he‘
. leaven of malice and wickedness, -

God's Church is made up of the .
. seeds of God’s future Kingdom. -
Jesus-Christ lives as the firstof .. .«
" the firstfruits — the first seed of
the Kingdom planted by God (
Corinthians }5:20).. .

style, typified b) leavened- bread.’
out, and start iiving God's way of .
life, typified by unleavened bread. -
Paul summed it up this way:
“There?’orc iet us keep,the feaat‘ .

"Gad ' ‘commanded Israe,l xo.'
but with the unleavened bread of -

begim the firstfruits harvest éa - - - - o

pictures-the scedmg-of zhc ng- sincerity and™ truth™ (v érse 8). b the ‘morrow after the weekly Sab- |
dom of God. ~ Now on 10 gha_se two, : bath during the Days of Lahra.»- o
God's seven annual ch Da\S . ened Bréad (Leviticus 23:9-11). - T S
7 reveal His plan for establishing .. Phase tv:.m. The see_dmg . The priest was. o cui the frst o
His Kingdom. The worid hides its Phase 1wo of God's plan — th sheal of grawWHIdYh represehied ™ |
. eves from the Holy Days.thai _ - - Jesus C¥fist. the“firsy seed of =, .0 " 3
reveal God's plan. ignoring or the Kinédc_im, the first emis- .- .*
passing them off as “Jewish.” surv of @ mew world povern- | : :
But God thunders. “These are ment. JAs Jc»m Christ told the . ‘
T ‘the feasts of the Lord. holy Pa‘mﬂz “Behoid, the King: RN
j “convocations which you shail ‘dom 6f God is ‘irf the rmidst of .
proclaim at their appointed | vou™ (Luke - 17:20, Rc\.:cd | -
[~ “times™ {Leviticus 23:4). Standard Version). .
1 . ~Your Creator divides His ’H&e Breat sower. God' e . .
‘ ‘ .plan into “three phases, each meed Jésus Chiistt the seed PARIE [
j "« -phase revolving; in symboiism. I i the Kingdom, in the midst b
around a particBilar season of * of this world. This seed wiil,
the vear in Palestine. And like | very soon now, rule the worid.
the seasons, cach phase sets the | L The cugting oi'the grain pic- .
stage for ahc {fultliment of aH@, ~iured ~Jesus” death — Hee s s
next. | cus gur of the land of the liv- . )
Here are the three ph.uu u' - < ing. The priest waved the grain :
His plan: “Three times o vear | (ow s heaven. 4n this ceremo- L
all’ your males shall appear N . .. ny the ‘priest actually repre- N
' before the Lord your God in she  sceding A\éumdéi srucial. Bt s smlee:l the nisen Jesus, the High | Y
; . place which He chooses: at the  actually -the kressroads of God's, Priest of our salvation {Hebrews ' ,
| " Feast of Unleavened Bread. at the -whole plan. Without seed. these ¢ 4:14-16) The grain waved toward b
Feast of Weeks, and ay the Feast:  could be no life. and without hife. ~ -hezven -piclired the sesurrected. i
. of Tabcm.m?es {Deu’qaonomy— _there gould be no i\mgdum of | triwmphant Jesud®Christ ascend. L
18: Eﬂ N Ged! o . alN L =:ing o heaver to the very throne., .
S - “! K The Fesst of ?xulfruaﬁs‘ em- - of God. There, as High Priest; P
Fhm one: Th' redamp ot budles all the facets of phile tao:  Jesus presented His own Sacrifice ; -
- Phase one, ssmbolized by the | Tt pictures this mament — now _ to God (Heb. 10 i1 - A R
© spring season, could be called the | - in God's plan — this nm;n.wﬂf Jesus Christ, the first of the - ‘
_ redemptive phase. Fiom the cold.  in your life. At this very moment . frdtfroits, pased the sm\. and pre-. |
death of "winter, spring bursts - @od is generating His Kingdom . a/- parcd the carth forafic. scedihg of :
ﬂ’m'th with the start of life. by planting the seeds of His idt- . God’s Kingdom. The sced. Jesus’ oo [
", God. the great planner.. ‘begins  fruits, , which will sprout “forth »° Chrisk, gave mfe to phase tworof © & K
- o !he vear and His plan nnmgpnng into ﬂhe ghwmus I\mgdum ﬁf ‘Gad's plan.. - . ) ¢ E
- : (Exodus 12:23 In the spring, Ged. - - K3 : e
- logically placed the PassBver and Let’s. take a cﬂuw‘f look af Flutirults Gount : =
e .the Days of Unleasendd Bread. " God's sceding phasg-as Mured When does thc,’Fc,m u@bmz- ' .
- < Yhece Wl events pxclu(e ‘the hope * . b} “the. Fe.;stqi( Fms!ﬁuafp ;Truals 12 Notice Lewln‘.us N . .
K ~  of redemption. Arom- sin, which - - Two harvesis wele. rcépcd in. 2318 “-\nﬂ‘ you -shall count for . . i #
oot produces death {Romans 6:23 ). - .‘!sraféﬁ. In spring: through early - yourssives from the day after the -~ - S
3 “The Passover pictutes he  summer, the Israclit@Wghersd a Sabbaih, from’ the day thatl you T
death andvremnecammﬁ Jasus :sm;m seed" harvest “of- & or | brought the sheal of the~wave, = . - L v
‘Christ {1 Corihians ‘5473, which - mher graim. Thns{zagnesa is called - offering; seven Sabﬁsauhs shall be -~ " NE
bring redemplion 4od a new lease- ‘the firstfruits harvest. In the fall, completed.” Budaust seven weeks - I S
on life. N -l .the year’s second and Biggest har- - must be counted; tHis Holy Day is : , :
- ~ ‘Thep the Days m' Uiﬁta\cned

Bread
shis new life differentiy: We must

put our @m smful ways and life-

show us ‘that we myst live -

. vest.was reaped (more on ath&mun as ‘the Feast of \\ccb 5

harvest later). R sl
The Church today is pictured
by “the sma!l ﬁrstfmus hal:vaL

. (Deutg-onomy 16:9}. °
“Count fifty days to the dav
after the scygnth Sabbath; Then-




. .ing to the Lord”
- 23:16).-The.Feas? of Firstfruits is
. also known as Pentecost.’

vou shell offer z rew grain offer-
{Leviticus

.uord Pentecost literally means

“count fity.”
In counting Pcmecost we stan
with the’ morrow after- the Sab-

.. bath of the wave sheaf offering.

The preposition from. which
appears in mosiwversions .of Levit-
teus ‘23:13, is- & mistranslation.”

. The original Hebrew word is min,
- which means “starting with”."
©or “inclusiveiy.

. Starting to count 50 dah
beginning wilth the morrow
after the Sabbath {Sunday).
we always arrive at 2 Sunday,
seven wecks dater. Pen!ce.ost

. falls on the 30th day.

But why does God s'cquxrc"' )

“'us 1o figure ot when the Feast
-of Eirstfruije comes? Why .

. must we count 30 every vear?
‘Simply because the resy of

God's plan depends on what
Gad does through us. His seed.
Just & our counting is crucial,

's0 is out development crucial . .
19 1he estublishntent of God's

ngdom { Remans §:21-235..
God goes on 10 instrect: “And

you shall prociaim on ‘the same.
- da) that i1 is a holy convocation ¢
- you. You shall de no customary

work.on it It shall be a statute

. forever in all vour dweﬂimgs

lhmughum your generations”™

. (Leviticys 23013,

The -

~

‘were 8o see and
great nation is a wise and under-

because you obey the voice of jhe

-Lord your God™ (Deu.erono'm
28-2) T
-Almighty God xmendad israci

. fo_be the physical seed of His

Kingdom. The Eternal pro

_ claimed. " And you shail be to Me-
s .a kingdom of priests znd a holy

nation> (Exodus 19:6). God
wanted Jsrael 20 blossarm .and
grow before ali the nations on
earth. He wanted to use the Isya-
elites as seed 10 spread His way

>

Vome

— .

At thns vcry momem
" - God is planting, ~ -

- the seeds of His
ﬁrstfrmts whlch will .
gprout. forth into the

Kingdom of God.. -°

al) over ‘this wo
- ‘Surely this

standing people.” For what great

"nation is there that has God so

- ‘near 10-it, 25 the Lord our God is .
to us, for whatmcr reison we may

* »”
: LY
U
N
‘.
o
o
P
.
.
e £
8

e

U bive A the waw that would pro-
- duce the physical blessings of His
- Kingd God | promised, . And

. ‘umw

Yes, the Feast of Firstfruits is
wmmanded wda) and is crucials .-
Iy relevant (o the futare ‘of :this
For further pmaf - write
fpr our free booklet Pagan Hoh-i .
days — or God's Hol; Dms —.

Which?
Infertile seed

. The cmldren of lsrar:ﬂ iepV the

Feast of Firstfruits. but’ they did

not fulfill phase two- They failed -

La_szz:d_lhg_ MMLM erili
On the véry dav 09‘ Peritecost .-
. God gave-Israel His law (Emdnsf‘

20}. God showed them the way to

. -all these bicasmgs ‘shall .come’.
. i':upon you and overlake *you‘

Ahc spiriteal seed 0 Abrzham
. {Galatians 3:29). They did”not -

467y _

Did israel become the seed nf
thc ngdum" Did she. fulfill

‘God's purpoié for the Feast of
: Firstfruiis? No! “They did not
“keep- the covenant
.refused to walk in
- .+ "forgot His works and His won-
- ders that He had shown them™
(Psalms 78:10-11). :
. But'why did Israel fail to fulfin -

‘God: they
is faw, and

s pmemmﬂ" Bedmse God did

Hes weré- ph)m:aﬂ%y descended
l’mm Abraham, but they were not

' have God's Holy Spum' {Be sure
10, read Pastor Geperal Herbert:

“ W. Armstrang’s’ asticle “Why

TOhd God 'Raise Up the Nation

.~ The nations -
. one ¢can come to o
"Father whé sent Me draws him™

lsmsl and mcny Tbcm Spme- o

iual Sa!vaaion?;" ‘beginning ‘on

page i.fof more-information.)
God: in the wisdom of His love.s

blinded Israel during this phase

" of His pian (Romans 11:8).
Why? “So that the rest of man-"

‘kind may seek the Lord, even alf =

dhe Gentilgs who are- calted by

My namao, says the Liérd whodo@ -

all these thmgs" (Acts 15 l"’)

_ Segdlng, not saving “;'

Contrary to popul&? ”eix-
_gxous opinion, God is nat try-

. Ing to save the worid now. But

the Feast of Firstfruits shows

us that God is seeding the

whole world now. ,
~ Jesus Christ told His disci-

ples thai He deliberately- hid-

the truth from the masses.

Réad ihe‘aswundmg truth for |

yourself ip-Matthew 13:10-17.
- The small size of the Lrsi- \
i’ruais harves. teaches us ‘that,

God's first harvest of individu-

-als; now just ahead, will be .

* small. Jesiis Christ alled His

Church a “little flock™ (Luke
13 32).. Throughout history

“- God’s Church has beeu smaﬂi

and persecuted.

* ‘Jesus ‘Christ _explained, “No

e unless the -

{Johii 6:4%). The Greek word for .

church, ekklesia: liierajly means
“cafled-out ones.” G dpicks
us,”“that we might ¥e a kind of

His or res’
(James I: !8) :
. He is not- trymg 10 - save ':':er
whole world now. Rather, Hesis

‘seoding the whole world now with

His firstfruits — the. swds of Hxs
ngdom o - \ ,

A worldwide swed - |

. The biblical book. of Ruah

f'p”ophesne;l God’s small but’

woxidwn!c harvest. This touching’
Tove story overflows with first- -

tand of -‘Moab, typified the New

Testament Church. Ruth fol-

Jewed her mother-in-law, Nacmi,
back to. Israel. Na@mn eould be

.. gonsidered a type. of the Holy"
Sgirit, .though the Holy, Spirit is _

_not a -person. When Ruth and

Nmu:u arrived, thc ﬁrstfrun: hai-

May i984 ‘g

-

2l fruits smhgm__*w;“_“,-w-.‘_w_ﬁﬂ_‘ S
Ruth, a. widowed gentile of the -

»

5

atpity <o Sy ﬂlﬂ‘vv;af\ " e e ot




Y

.

-

- promnsed

vest ‘was urnderway {Ruth- 1:22).

Ruth and Nzomi were poor and
. destitgle,
Ruth 10 the rich landowrer Boak.

but Naom:i pointed

a type of Jesus Christ. Roaz grew
to igve Ruth and married her™
This true story pictures Christ z

" future ma.magc to the Church,

which
pooples.
interestin gly enouzh
Seed, Jesus Christ.
came from this inarriage between
a Jew. and a genaile (Ruth 4:18-
22). God. the Father ofs al}
natiens, wants ail people 1o be one
spirituaily in Jesus Christ.
Through a special miracle, God

is ~composed of all

the

- dpd the apostle Peter 1o see that

-

" God's seed would consist of all

people. Peter déclared: “in truth
I perceive that God shows no per
tiality. But in every mation who-

ever fgars Him and works righ- -

teousfiess ‘is accepled by Him”
{Acts 10:34-35).

Our eternal Father declares: 1
will call thém My people, who
.were”not My people. and her
beloved. - who was. not beloved.
Aad it shall come 10 pass in the
place w ére it was said to them,
‘You are act M3\ pecple.” there
- they will be call : of the
living God™ {Romans 9:25-26)_.

+ _ Yes, God is forming ‘a. mew

Israel — a new. seed in. Jesus.
aChﬂsl. Galatians .3:29 tells wus,
““And. if you,.are Christ's, then

heirs according to the promjse.”
Today; instead -of caﬂﬁing o‘nﬁy

. one mnation, God calis “out of -
every tribe and-tongue and people
and pation™ {(Revelation 35:9)..

From_Yap to Ypsilanti,) from

Bonn tg Bombay, God is geedmg
o

the

Why is God call g‘wns seed
fmm\éli nations? us Christ
pmmmes “And he who over-
* somes, and keeps My works until

over the nations’ T ~tRevelation

. 3:26). God’s Kingdom will rule

every nation on earth: That's why
God calls His seed fmm ali
nguonahues

This time God's . mpation —

God's firstiruits — will not fail.
Through physical Israel,

8 meaooomws :

God
showed the creation of a phaceful.

azbundant sccietly cannot’ be h!'s% Geld, which indeed is the iedst
zccomplished -by man alore. It ¢ of all tke seeds; but when it g

. requires ¢ God's- Holy Spirit — the g,rmw it is greater then the rerbs ] .
very power of ‘God. The King of ? 2nd becortes 2 tree, s0 that. the -
the sKingdom of God- declares,  birds of the air éome and fzstin = - 2] - \

- *Net by might nor by pawer, bat = its branches” (\laxthcw 13:31- i
by My Spirit” (Zechariah 4:6).  32). ;’/' : E)

. On Sunday, June 17. A.D. 31, -

‘as Jesus™ disciples kep: the Feast ph‘” three: Th. Kinsdom J

_of Firstiruits, God begot His ©@Stablished = . ;!
Kingdom in embryo {Acts 2). _ Thg Feast of Firstfruits, ihc . Fi
God planted the seed of His Spir- . . seeamg gaase of God’s plan, will ;.

-1t in the minds of His called-out prodﬁccqgne Kingdom . of God. { :
ores. God the Father guarantees- - For His elect’s sake, the Kingdom A

- the success of His Jirstfruits  will be set up (Matthew 24:22). Ha
through the power of the Holy Phase three, the Kingdom phase, 1
Spirit (Ephesians 1:13-14). With  pittured by the great fail harvest,

- the supernatural hielp of God, we  will be ushered in. v .

J'can live God’s way. With His As phase three of God's plan :
super power, we will fulfill ojir  begins, Jesus Christ willreturnin

- destiny. . ' . grveat power and glory to change |
. . e -'“ . God's firstfruits into spirit beings -~ , - .

. God’s Kingdom grows - Thessaiomgns 4: ip'i) Jesﬁ G i

Nothing can stop the advamc‘“ Christ will conguer the kingdoms .

" of God's Kingdom now — not  of this world and se1 up His King- . -
even Satan the devil (Luke dom with His resurrected saints !
12:32). God has planted the seeds - (Revelatign 2 26) The Feast of ! .
of His Kingdom. and those seeds  Trumpels pxcxurﬁ; this heralded {
arc geing to bear abundant fruif - event. .

Every physical seed’ carries.the ©  Next, Samn the devna“ the o \
genetic codes required o produce © cause of - the ‘world’s pro}iems. iy .

" the type of plant the seed pro-  will be put away (Revelation o
duges. The Creator works the ~20:1-3),as pictured by the Day of !
same way with His spiritual seed  Atonemerit. 5‘

(I Corinthians 15:37-38). The " Then, fer- a thousand w:us ' |
Mastes’s skibflful hand is ceeating pwce. pmspemy and salvation
- the qualities needed for His King- | will engulf the world {Micah 4:2- X
dom inside His spmwal first- <\ 7). The Feast of Tabermacles 3
) fruits. . reveals this wonderful truth. .
R Wc—%saham—&—sccd—%né——@ed—w&ﬁeﬁhe law-or constitu——» But-what about ali the blinded -] A -

*tion of the Kingdom inside®s by  sged of mankind who lived and | -
means of His Hely Spirit: I will  died? What will happen to them?

. put. My laws in their mind and - After the thousand years they i
writé them on their hearts; and 1 will be resurrected to physical life |
will be their God, and they shall , and given an opporiumity to qual- - § &
be My people™ {Hebrews 8:10). * ify for God's Kingdom (Revela-

And where 'is the terriory of tion 20:3, 12, Ezekiel 37:1-14). |
God’s coming Kingdom? On the God's master plan of salvatioii
earth, initially (Revelation 5:10).  will finally be completed.
Eventually, of course, God's What en earth is God doing?
Kingdom wifl exparid to rulc “all \Right now, God is seeding His . .
things” — this entire umiverse Kingdom in the lww of His first- ’ E
e ~~theené—ieham¥w§?rgwewwer ——and- ﬂmmmm (Hm ——fruits: Very soon niow; these seeds R ‘
) -2:8). .will burst forth into eternal life to : i
‘Yes, the gay z;ppmachn_cs when  rule this worid. - S i
the seeds of God's Kingdom will So keep ihe Feast of Flrsa- T
sprout over, this—world with. fruits, .both physically and a?sﬁl’ .
Jesus Christ. They shall establish - tuwally. Yield your life to the great . .
the !\mgd@m{ of God (Daniel ' sower — God. He will seed your R

"2:44). Jesus said: “The kingdot life with” His Spirit. Then you,- I

. of heaven is like a mustard seed,  with Jesus Chnst‘ will change ' N -
which a2 mah took dnd sowed in  this world! - T : L

- -~ . .




‘Amerlca Be

gms
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I 1 you wint o scm“-{how |
_Awmerica ¢ods, you drive
Nnuth from Miumi, Wlprida,
down Highwuy I until you
pet 1o Floridy City. Stayon .
‘Highway 1 down to Koy,
Largo, then over the LI}(’I
v of m!zmdn known s *Mhe
Keys." o
. Atw! n Tundrod mih‘& or Nn

s R flhm s How .the"
Upited Stitoy ondi, 11 18 v rifther v
deprenniig spot. Exoopt thut
someone hus ppintod gn the
stoties tho woyds “Ameriu
Togins Tere," Fip some reason I
Imu thul.vury nhummging

*Amerlcn being here™. You,
Ko through- dowittywn, Koy Went

. untd ‘ovor the 'Kaeys to Koy Targo’ !

und Ilurldu Clty. , Pefore: you

yuu lmu.h the last islund, Key
- Wst.

" Follow the mud into towm, and

cvcmuu!ly youw'll come o White-

llpud Mtredt, Kdop heading soutl,

pust. the lighthouse museum and

the home where Ernest Homing:

.
wiy used to live, pu
und the Bik's Bodge., You cross’
-over Cutherdhe, bt.rcct. Louise

\ Street- and Uni\tcd Street, und

ﬁ‘“ﬂumly you Feuch 1 — h:;‘e jTi g
Z,uSAmdriw* ) o
There is i _big, hi!lck rcd and

“yéllow marker informing you tht *
* you are ut the soithiernnigst point:

“of the United: Statgs. From the .

§d of thé rond the” Caribbean
ca strotclics away to Cubu. 90
~_ miles o er the hor 1200,

' knuw it yml re, lmukmn Miiuml,

P

v'hihly of the

=cnd.ol thla wurid {rom that polm
of viewl

Lo@hlni at the ’
end of the world . "

" You And"f probubly upr:nd '
oo dog)-of time thinking ubwut .
“the end of the world. Wc{nnﬁ it
Y mmlng, bedkusg we' believe
.Bible prophecy. We know tht it"
in poing Lo be u timc of truu&le

‘ vuml triljulation, S

The world will be gl mlut ifite)

" war wo, uwful that” uiless God

inlcrvrlm iy one witl be left
.. tlivel’ Fiverything famitipe, e\}ervw
“thing' thit Syggs/for security in
this, - the “only aworld we know, .
Ceefers on tlm edue M deulruv
tion.' ~

1t ts Jong bcm &he pr—

" (hc fact’ thut “thig wuﬂtl i we "

“know it s coming toun eng., '

The fiest "ty gu K, wert' lhe)
progilety. thnt God went, o Ierael'
uml Judull, Thear work: was 1o -
. curry un Wnpojular MENNRe G nn

ople O G 1o fuce - o

lmm Miumi you can. fuke o -
pline. of ono of - the Interstate
highways to uny of the 50 stftes.
, You cun go to.the greut plains of
" Kunsps, the deserts of Arizona.or

. "the scenle beanty of the' Pucitic

“INorthwest, You cilii oven go fur-

'

‘ thcr. through vast, fr kndly ¢ Cia-

Wiy dcross the Pm,llic Ow,nn
{awuil, '
"It ull accessible from ht ‘
* poipt 4t the end of itohead
Street on Key. Webst, Lodking atdt -
thut' wy, the' edd: of America is.

an exciting placg 1o be. ,

urmfmomkancbcﬂh

‘No wonder some of the'prophets.

described theiy, wark as-a, “bur- ©

*den (Nuhum! 1, Ilnbukkuk HX

< Muluchi 'T151).. 1% wus hurd, dnd
ulten, discouruging, and, oceisiom-

- ally their faith and courage broke
the: Rocky Mountuing' of (= down under t!wsmmn..
; (*olqrndn. Yau can visit (..;ililuru
o chureh-: ninsnpcunullur nutional' vurks or

sl

. ‘Those men: wore the Torerun-
. ners of God's: servimnts tody, and
“the true. Chuteh, is byilt on the -
fnundulmn :hm lhny Inid (Lphc

encuuruge thc b cthrcn ul‘ hhs iy 4

- und, us, wrote that we shwldq
cmmider the prophets s iy
- exumple of  sulferjing and pu«g
tiom,c" (Jumea 5:10). : x

God'y great proplm Elijgh
expoped the prjests of Baul as Iiursg
and false prdpheli You probably

Huvp you cvcf lookcd u't the '




y

s
“have réud lhlq story in | Kmns 18,

But dld you, renlize that after lhlu .

reat event Llijuly becume very
M«)uruuud? v

“Elijuh’s actions had hmughl ' much of his, dation had nlreqﬂy

mu him the wruth of Queen
bol, und he had to l\cc tor, his
Iif Alone und frightened in the
wildpmcsu, he wked God to let,

him die. liveryone, it ugcmcd e

apainst. him, aid evmvlhmg . yeurs in tlm future. 'hucl tind 10
lovked likey it wis, uumnu (] nnj‘mwumye him to keop gomy, wd

end. Lile just wasn't wort i lving
memnm. he rewsonéd, 5
LGiod 10 encanrage g

How? Ilr h)ummu his mmtl o
Ve o

lhc pronil :

T hor u gt } il rmmn&cd Fli-
i«h mw lin/ wann't the Smly one .
el in the kingdoni who wis
! Pl Vhere swere afilk. 7,000
’Wlln hml\iwil iinwﬁd theky ‘\ TR0
“ Btk A, lhmnn wvwh"t fiming
Lt hn el llun: mm still wurk
Ho i ¢ kumﬂ 19y

lh)u encouraped, en‘

quy qtlllu P

.lv ‘s:mm. the, great. dmnuwm,

< wanld bike m’lu give it dotn feol-
g vl holp!ewnank s turebdd
Ling. We cun see this' Thorir un

Th, “exmmple ‘the !(i’c\ ql Jeremiuh.

Jeremiah's work- wys wunw
heely slitljouie 4k
prophi el
bq:['[‘sk‘

d iHat: he haul bm:n deceivnd
- (Jergminh KTy und he evei
. threatened g gwt. unnuumm;
(md‘u mmwge fverne Y),

3 Hgi toend hmuyht’hum bagk i
hln sgnes Bven thuugh Yerenigh
“was called 10 prophesy ol the edd-
tinie, fuis’ his people, he ®oulyd not .
Immm Mnm‘;ll To gt cinte »
“wehiat s the use™ frame of ovind.
e still bad work m dn imms

ke " i overwhelnied, we can npcu

- aggedd un o' sty posipive i ek

was ' BhE inm! .

' 'mamium W positive wid wm!w;

. What wili, -nd o :m! ngln *

I
L
o

'Ihv United Smu'.s and Hmaln In i uhnnw. nmlund of having 1o
l’mphm W) . (‘ﬂghl for ity sup |vnl in u world

*Or tike l*nkml He way'ulo 1 dominated by wlan’s grccxl and
called<nt u difticult time, Ilc and . ignorunce. Never ugnin will we
hive to, struggle to- préserve an
been tuken' into captivity. In those |, ondungered spocies. Maybe even
lryin clroummtvnees, he hud, to v apogics that huve beéen lost
contmue o warn and gorrect, for - through our stupidity und mis;
“he was uned to revenl prophecies n;mlmgcmum will be restored,
llu:l were 10 be fullilled cmony &/ But most of all - and Bt ol
il life will eventually be
wrestored to all- pmmlc whao ‘huve
- hyede,

The wowsdertul pmphcucv« ol
llm Kingdom ol (m«l will begin to
bc put inte clleet. Cripples will
“kipow what # 15 1o by whole, the
Blind will seg and the deal hear,
o There will 4w no more puliticat

0] I\I Ahe trying circumstanges
wenr him tlnvw {see, for (;Klll“[llﬁ'
Borokiel 2:6.7, 31,9, 19.21), - ¢
o A !)!nwu mcn whu Imd to proph-
exy OF ‘the “endr of the worly”

, occanionally beegie dmuumucd
“that llmw“gl nmwhu wre called 1
fulisl h‘ ‘s urcul c.uumvm.mn in
thuit tviey end e will, lmirq the -

ssune prbilem, ) SRR R _

desun hiew “this. He encoui-

< Mluman beingy cin begiin 1o be
Rupht the. Anisth in a worlddrce wl
- lust wf ichgmm comlimson,’

- Jésus Chiist has been prepar-
Ying for this for 6,000 yeurs,
Satyn's world s ohding. The
- preparation peciod is over il is
the end of the beginning.

Wwhead cven il lhm'n peope teal-
Jy rough: vy i
“OHieambd dre you -vmeu men
torleayan, whil whiyn they exciudé

» YOU, @ lcw!c you, antl cast oyl
_your e as el for the Son of ¢
Man's, sube; Hepoive: in, thai day
il ln.sp lue joy! For indeed your .
tewtrd 1y great i hesven, for in
like nwnner their athers did m
Hu prophets” (1Puke h,22.21),
"Ny, lliu: the pwphell. we u)ml ‘

husen to rejolce ,

Su how shuuld we be thinking
abuut the end ol the warbl? s s
numtkg, warryidg, petilous yne,
Byie e time of greal dithouliy hn
hose who wre it ym. 1o sty
lm!hlul to Coand,

1wl oF yubrse, be far harder

o ih@g whis mre d!wbeymg but

Hive appmuh ubuul whql that 1e ms!hm! to rejive aves
o 'iil hurt: . k

woehl. " A

’ / The T duw wf Salan's syaleen
. will‘be m tiane of sustained horsor,
Konvoming abuout' it in advame is,
mdM soboting and discous.
aging - Unless yuu lonk LRl

nm!harjﬁﬁ ,
. When’ ﬁnm i L hnm pnwm
'AII the tribes: of the carth will
Cmogrn sayy the Babic (Matshes
RIS Prasr peopls’ They swegd
me% v:bq He 5s, Swsasc wll iuu

Keally.. whw yo oy and
ik abiout it wlhat ds 40 thet is '
uvmmg e n cmj o s ' _

Fife vs weit tmimg  ile va going
to contimun, sl mll ilnbulllh even
bretier fhich bele, The “end™ of
this wushd § ¥s wisey the g ol “res
tu amm ol ll-.thm.-\.‘“ {Acks

ﬂi thinge’s lhmi whay

‘sﬂkwm
For Even s B, uld winl

biead duwn ummul ‘i, Jeteimly

+ el 168 wccomiplish the tsk off cay

Copyiig 4 princess wnd e stene of-

destiny to-a “new world, s ghet -
life cosld begin dgain.. &Rtm!ew
who dl) nov kiow this story ¢

Q ﬂnd The. detsils in oy, frec o

iggne . orghuns or refugeese. -

“

-Mnyshmg Pt o' geul smd )
saght ‘will, be either prescrved i
restsied (o thiseastl, We will pee

“the ucamm em (aud !mched TR
be

Th 'nmwc eni Savuge s ieatines
will He Changed. ‘These will be neo

udui ummj waﬁi nmn hn Sm!}a!
B 1 T .
Bu} &- waw Bew!. &555 Bad
iz snemg - §hoy. syl be |egmamg
wii!’i uid ol ihwy being
It i diwe ol o iz wosld,
. "”_Hse Mﬂsdamn vl il hcgma




= Millions suffer .m.km'.v.s', 1d m/trnmm becduse thev : T /
N il to apply namrq/j aws! You need to know - . ' "
aml use tlw.w °a!uublc"pnm'mluv u/ x:umi heallh ’ /
=) EE—— f Co -
i - v ' A
. ) - ! N
' e “health * | e aches and paiis ) e
.- ‘ "”‘ﬂ the ave - ?mv;‘dmlm can't ding- |
- -1 )‘Ig‘ vie But voitrary to this ' Y]
2eti ol olie Of mu whar ittge, pay-

Cindustrialiged dummmm illness is \
vacm veoulitees it tall i ‘ o I
T O 0 STy Se B ; ct, You ¢ ‘ :

. And mere and ",‘;"‘ die !ml“ll‘l“ pay- o
" ghemomatie, lbitesy wy =
;""‘“ l':‘ mnsu;lm.:l ', well as from any vther E ;-
Y oAnding m kind. And, uv re- ‘
selges b thg-#ink s search shows, in reul- i . 1
af the =¥“‘“'3 ity, the “uther kind” . L -
waminded” Caf ag of illieys may actually - e [
mm!un LU NS be rare. P ! \
% et There 1y o Gty - Paychosemutic (or,” I T
far every eflest v T aw one author termed g e
Flgalsly winsl happaness result lmm evercine as they u-l.m: o guud it, cnmlmnu!!y iiiduced”) illness ' g b
wu;!zmsusan with, matural Bealth  health. probably aicounts for siwre than | o N
wN, Vo aisirmany WL T aclelifronnn foo Jitd nd ﬂuuu © 50 percent uf ull cases doctors see .5 . fg Lo
,ahm B_m pronduves shkiesy. yuour Ml e afiécied by your Cand some estimate that as a0 it
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woverced ohgE elie vasy amiis of  dmportasmt wreus, - Mo, fur from bcmgnggmcm of ol AN
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Thousands of years ago, King
Solomon wrote, “A merry heirt
does pood, like -medicine, but o

¢ “broken spirit dries (the bones™

(i'IUVLrb‘d 17:22). The Bible reé-
ognizes the link between, what
MoCs on in our heatls and the con-

" dition of our bodies,
i

Stress and heulth

But hpwecan what we think
ke us sick or healthy? I‘)ugmx'l,
iperson get sick because he
conles uuo vontact with a germ
whg‘n he is I1I}Il!t’d or fatigued or
his resistance is low? |

Yes, in part. But’ what makes i
porson’s resistance low? What

. weakens his body =to such- an

covered phat stress, defined as “lhcn overything within the  .go a lpng way toward . making -
" wewr and tenr on the body pro- _body: pops. The heart beats rap- o e's life long and plcm.am (sec -
duced by any uctivity, can be pro-* idly. Musees-of the stomach and 1 the box above). ;
duced by strong feelingd and”™  intestines contruct, forcing the Dr. Huns Selye, onéx of the i "
emutions. - f blood to circulate: fustor. Breath-  world’s foremost adthorities on .

How does this happen' {‘xpcn» ing. speeds up. You' are rc;[ldy for  stress, states: *“Thére exists, & ‘
ments have shown - that every , the enemy.’ * close: relutionship’ ‘bétween wark,- n g
emution automaticully produws « “After being batterpd “by . stross-uand aging. Aging vésults L !
certwin physical chunges in our enough nuguhve cmotiogs, the ~ from th of all thestresses'to , ' )
budies. budy breaks, down at-its wenkest  whicKThe body has been exposed B

“One, dramatic anmplo of thm int and |I c88 results, dur!mg a lifetime.” . ' :
wys a'man who, following an acci- The lmt pdistuses directly Euch Period of stres o cspe- ‘ T

. dent] had o ~urgluwglmg m.xdo brought on by emotions Is seem- + cially if it deriyes fron®irustrat- b :
_in hi® 'il mnch +his made it‘)os- i ingly cndloss. Everything from  ing, unsu«.ccs&lul strily -
“‘sible . fdr. dgctors to observe the  coldy fo,cancer has been attrib- , leuves |  jome ‘irréversible themical -~ ' ;
_changes that_occurred_under dif-  uted to xrpmully Mu;mWMLJ;ut&JMhJLng ate to &ingy /
ferent circumstances. Mortimer . And in between in seriousness are ﬂu ¢ the signs of tissuc aging. i
Feinberg writes tlint when this  such maladlies “as arthritis, asth- \ successtul activity, no matter .
man  was upsd ““His stomfach® mia, fatigug, hay fever, heaguches, - huw intensé, leaves you with com-
sbecame red and engorged, and hngh cholesterol, heart - attacks _ putatively few such scars; On- the 5 .
_soon the foldg were thick and tur-  and circulmory disordcrs, hyper- ) contrary, it provides you with the ; ;
gid. Acid produmon accelerated  tension, hives, }nwmmq and  exhilarating “faeling of youthful . '
sh rply und vigorous wntre;ctfons ulcex;a strenglh. even ut u,veby advanced .{
bﬁ? Your mind can: mukc yuu il age” , i i
~Ho drumutlc changcs But the reverse’ js also:true. As  “Work wears you out mainly | n.
- come about? Here is how scien- * Solomon wrote, »A merry heast * through the frustratipn of fuilure. o
" tists explain it, according to-Mr. +docs good, like.médicine” (Prov-  Many of the emingiit among the .
Feinberg: “Whe¢never you are in 4+ erbs 17:22)& And, A tranguil  hard workers in altnost any-field b
situation of thréat, your body pre- - _mind gi ife_to * ve lived 8 long life .., well into -
pures to flee or to fight. In (vacrbs 14:30, Revised Stan-  their 705, 80s or cven late 90s.
moments of peril (,vcrythmg gets - durd Version). : Theykiivcd ulway; dumg whal | .
into the adt. Just as negative enfotions ¢an  they like 1p do.” 3 '

extent that germs can mount o
suceisiul attuek?
Rescurch, scientists - hive dise

oy
“First,' messuges from your

" eyes or curs get carried to the .

- of the

pituitary gland located at the base
rain. [It] secretes i sub-
stancg known as ACTH ingo the
bloodstpeam. ACTH triggers the -
adrenal glands, locmcd above the

.10 The QoD Nﬁv
b‘ b _f,;L_ﬁ__,, [

'Be not wise in your own

Verasion.

. be hullng to your flesh and‘refroshment 1o yolr bones'" (3.7, B)

“A man who is kind bohefits himaelf, but a.crusl man hurte himsell

[Authorized Vprilon “troubleth hln own flesh”}’ (11:17).

“There is one whose rash words aro like sword thruats, but the lonauo ol

the wies brings healing” (12: 18)

“‘Anxiety in a man's heart wolﬁhn him down,

olad” (12:25).

Hopodafurred makes tho ho-ﬂ ulek but a desire lulﬂllcd ina Iroh of I ia"

@®

“

but a qgnd word makes him

Proverbs and Psychosomatics

‘omotions and health.. Below are’ bxoarptu from Provarbl‘ on ‘this sublcct
. quoted from the Revised Stﬁndard :

9; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. tawill

(13 !2).
k:dneyq whieh “further se-
creto . . . cortisona,

-wear the hody down, positive. fedl- .
ings can build it up.

c®
Lite? liberty and longevity

How, ‘cay - we translate this
kngwjadge into practical ways to”

p life'and yvoid illness?
LI .
t AN :
. '.' . [ . ‘ .
y :

The book of l’rbvcrbn shows

“that d positive mental attitude can

Notice how Dr. Sclye's
parallel the' commant in the
~ of Ecclesiastes: *“Go, eat you

+ Bread with .joy, end drink your

‘wine with & merry ficart. ... Let

your: ‘glrmenta always be white;, -

t your hud lack.no ml lee
o oete

o

"
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*“A tranguil mind glvou lite-to |he fieah, bul pnilon [AV: “envy"J mnkoa lhg

banes Tot"” (14: 30)

“Better Ia a dinner of herbs where Iovo in than a faﬂed ox and hatred’ wlth

" (15:17).

)

“Rejoice in the Lord aiways.
Agum 1 will say, rejou,.e' .."Be
anxious for nothing, butin cvu‘y-
thing by prayér nxﬁgxupplicuuon.

. * with thanksgivjhg, lej your = . ‘ :
. "The light of the.syes roloices the hmirt and good news rqfrolhol jh- requests be ifudd known, th Gody . o PR
s, bbneﬂ" (16:30). - ) v ! and the peacg of God, which sur- ‘;’ o o " B
i “Pleasant words are Uke a Hneycomb, sweetness lolhe soul andhealthto  passes all- nderstunding, will: to . :
[ the body" (16:24), . gl:mul lyug hcnrjtu ?gn‘ir;lds . by - f“
' w . through irist JJes anmily, e
! . (?;t:)or Is'a dry morael with qulol lhln whoula full of foaaﬂnu wilh nm!o . brethren, whutever lhin §s urc P .
{rue. whateves things are noble, B
A cheerjul heayt is a good modlcim but’ q downcast apirit drles up the .- Whatever things are just, whatever N b
I bones” (17:22). . . . things arc pure, whatever things = ' " -
o “A man's nplrlt will induu sicknefis; but a broken apirit who can bear?” are lovely, whatcver things are of B Ve
| "(18:14). - . ‘ gu:lxlrr::}r;rt il lhfl:c is any vnru.:_e é’k. .
I w . tndifthere is anything praisewor- .
‘ / ( EAG "21;!; without ssif-contrel i- Iiko.a cllybrokcn into and left wlthouf walla®  + th)}; r e d“: ?ém thesethings" i ' : }
-1 . (Phjli pumu +8) eq( - ) .
' . juylully wub the wulc whom yuu In psychological postmortems of Biblical h“"h "w' — still ) : .
“love all the days of your vain - 26 sudden, unexpected deaths "‘“ of their time : :
life .« . fur that is. your portion in * among Fastman Kodak em- There Is a Creator (:od llc ' .
life, und in the lubor which, you ™ ployces, depression was the domi- | made the humap race.” And He 2 ; "
, perlortn under the sun. Whatever  nunt state of mind. When these ~ wrote an instructfon  book that ! .o
your hand linds to do, do it with . depressed persons became anx- y - Bucy along with His product, tell- % ¢
L ¢ yuur might" (licclcaiunlcs 9:7-  dous or ARy, «they had heart *ing how the human body' und o
_ i, ., o uttacks.” -7 mind best function. o '
| ‘But few of us, it \LLI\H. find - Hert is whm. belief (- l’uith = Justus an wutomobile manyfac- . T -
. .- vurselves doing sumething we » and hope  enters the p! e. M turer sends .an instruction k ! e oy
- seally enjuy with gur might.,” v B person cun make smplurcs hkc plung with each new autonobile, ' e )
{ - Dr. Selye agreey .mlj adds “Few  Romuns 8:28-31 (“We know that ' 5o God gave us un instruction Ve ;
B people belung to this proup ol the  all thijigs work together for good  book — the Wible '~ .which tells'. ) .
v ¢ creative clite; admittedly, their  tothose who'love God. .. I0God | us’ how 1o live, snd even gives -, ' . t
T success in wceting e, dhalleiige  is for us, who' can bL against guidelines on how to have robust - s . .
of steess g.mnuH serve as o basis us"“) @ part ol his life, he will hv health and vimlity: . . (/‘/
for # gcncr.ﬂ caie ol s : e - . . - Ay
. Ol ’A \‘ ' i i ' “,‘ : ~ -
‘|.an‘hvc lung umd R R & .
~happily by working Ty, , S } RS »
L hard slopg more ' . : \
modest lines il youg | L S '
have found the prop-. N T R .
er jub und arc rea- . lfﬁ?:',‘,fy’"ﬁ‘, bfvl!'(wan{:wf R »
“sonably "u“-u’"‘"l al . ek down divd itess N, . ;é"i A
W can resull Qut, ust g~ 7t L
v negatvo gmotions car: - -4
. *\ ‘Hoilth and hope ‘ CLa :
. Odeupying -one’s’ up. . ) LA
R life with enjoyable Sa’l‘»ﬁiéﬁ}cm er}i’ \ h . ; ‘lV ‘
! |———aclivitics—istimpor = ’ T £ P
tant, but in order %o dg so one has - muv.,IOt,ss h(&l to become - Thc Bible is the foun&latmn oft ‘ p
10 be in control ¢f his life. If he'\ deprepsed or ill, or m dic from.the all knowledge, and includes many. : ( .
P . isn’t, trouble is sheud in "the fow effects ol hopc,lus:,ness ' commonsense pringiples 6f good § |
“of deprebsmn and resulting dls- . The Bible is filled with idfor: | ~ health. Here gre some,of th£ e '
‘- case. -, - imation on how to develop and | ' to
Dr. Martin E.P. Scligman '~ maintain a hopefuly happy, tran.  Sanitation anty hygiene i

stated: *“I' beliave that depres-
sion, the common cold of
psyc logy' is- really the
belicl in ohe’s own helplessness.

Quil state of m}nd But one uNhe
best’ summu:\cs is found in I{QIL'
(:ncoumgmg letter ‘to the Philij
pmns' :

The Old Tcsgnmcn} containg’

“many- injunctions ‘relating to

*~ health: If these laws hiad beon put

intq practice, the world’s disease




.,' ! @ i ) P ] - ] ; v N
. E .l : ioll would have been drastically  hus left us suchfz wealth of luws Anothet Old- Testament lgw
| vt © ¢+ euty Until the close of the [7th - relative to hygiene and sanitation *  forbids the gating of animal fat.'. . * - s
p : wnmry. however, hygienic condi- a8 the Hebrews: These important  ‘Fhis also Jbas proven. a vuluu le ¢/ g e
B ,\,? ' tions in cities were generally  laws, coming down rough'gthc health practice. . e
' deplorable. Excrement und filth  ages, are still ‘used o yimarked. Dr. Paul Dudley White, a hu\h . L
1 . were oftBh gdumped into the - degreo in .cvery, u)unt in the  specinlist who treated U:S., Presi- - - ‘ e
w . . . #trects.' Flies and other vermin, worldﬁicicml’y enlightencd 1o dent Dwight Eisenhower, once = . 7
R breeding, in the filth, spread and  observe them. ) quoted Leviticus 7:23: “You shall L : -
S curricddiscase to millions.: +“One hys but 1o rpud-the bgok  not eut any fif, of ox or sheep or T
g The principle of burymg cxcre-  of Leviticus carefully and  gout.” - o
ment and Tilth was given by the ‘thoughtfully to conclude that the Animal fats are hlgh in cho!"cse .,

! i bcrlpturcs more than 1,400 years * -admonitions of Moses contained. terol, 'a fatty, waxy material that ¢, '~ . T
: before . Lhereuteronomy . therein gre, in f¥ct, the grqmd- the body needs in ' lmited Co

23:12-1%. work of most of today’s sanitary  &mounts. The body’s inability to E . 7
Says medica¥ shistorign Arturo luws As one eloses the book, he  properly inetabolize cholesterol in ‘ 2 , v
N Casugllon “The rcgulations in  must, rcgurdlcus of his spiritual  some .cuses, however, may be a .
- W Deuteronainy as to how soldiers.  lednings, feet that the wisdom - contributing factor'in some forms 4 - S

. should prevent the dunger of - therein expressed -reparding the' . of heart diseusc! :
e S \ ipfection . . . from . . . excrement “ ‘rules to protect health age supuri= Therefore, Dr. Whitc BSSETLs?

i by covering it with carth cunsti-  or t¢ uny which then existed in  “It'is conceivable thut u Tew yeurs .
tite .4 most lmpurumt ‘Hocument  the wotld -and that to this da from now -we medjcal men may

., of sanitary,legislation.” \ they huvc been little impr repeut to the' cilizens of the 5 O
) “ 0 Mr. CGadglioni continues: upon." ¥ *° f g United States, of Amerifa the . =~ = . '
S + “Study of bibjcul texts Mppears to Unfortunutcly. cken in our \ ddvice that Moses was asked by ) :
‘ © . have demondtrated that«the modKn ‘world we sometimes | God to present to the children of s
" ancient bcmug’ peoples, in ugree. ignore. the vital i 1portance of = Isruel 3,000 yeurs ago.” e K

» ment ‘'with thé mosy, modern te- sumuuonnnd HWgicne in w'mbut= . If you would like more x’nfor- . ‘ L

, ;i' ; nets of epidemiology, attributéd *ipg dnd pr«.vem;ngwglpuss and  mation en_this subject, writc for T
s .. 4 . ~more‘importange to. .. transmit-'  contagiont. Our modern cities are  our free Mm,le *1s *All-" Animal |- ‘Y
§ " ters of disease like the tutund the  becoming increasingly congvstgé\ Flesh Godd Food?™ It explores 4
A Ry, than to the contugious indi-~  polluted, filthy and dmy Gar-, * othie pplication of these dictury : o
Pow vnduul " l“mge strikes puse 6cr10us health laws to-our present gcncrdtlon - A o
v« “Three  thousand  years luter, problems. Our air, is becoming T T
. - the bubonig plugue\d%.{:i . unfit to* breathe becduse of, pollu-, The 3“’" "" sexual dissases . Sl e
. ‘N(?. Europe, this khowledge v tion, und our water is beco lng * Among, the fustcst -spreading S L e
N E .“1 generally been lost. Some blumed *increasingly gontummatcd F contugmus discases in the Wcst- ' ' .
oy = ¥, ‘noxious fumes. in the'air; some ,. + ern world, today -are sexual - disd B
L —thought—it-was—caused-by-arcon—— "Jb" d""ﬂvrlwbimrlrthrﬂn}tw—shﬁcrhr— :
junction of Marb.,..luplter und., Proper dict is important in the . instance, someohe mntructs veie- J ‘i :
Ty, Saturn; yet ‘otheey amed the  prevehtion of disegse: Leviticus - real diseasg cvery' 15 scconds. 7 . A
e Jews muny blumeli“God. 3 enumcrujc;z dictary la\avs God - ngpcs gr ecadlines and”™ =~ : N ‘
LI '. * Generully; the world did noly Bave uncjent Isrel.Among other  catwes suffeMng for thqugnnds o o
S p - wake up, to the importance of - . things, He forbgde them to_eat Ampong hometexuals, especiallys
G -hygicne “and’ ¢lcanliness until,” the Hesh q[‘ pigd\(swine), rabbxts_, acquircd/rmmune deficiency. syn- .- .
A o ' - about the ¢nd of the,18th- ccn», » or shellfish (Leviticus 11:6-12). - drome (AIDSY is-ragmpant, ' .
i tury. Yet vital principles of sani- © Dr. Louis lasagna ‘writes! Medical authorities know that='
R tation and ‘cleanliness were  “Many of these make good médi- . -sexunl dlscqses are spread ., R C s
» ', expounded by God to Moses' cul sense. ... The prohibition of _thyough sexual ‘contact. As<ong \, <, St e
| . B R ulmosl 3,500 years ago. « " hare ahd swine as soitrces of food  “as’ there is promiscuity und Tree ., ; :
Ty s Thc blbhcaj laws of clemﬂmcm. certainly. must have, diminislied | - sex, there'is bound to be venereal A “ .
W . - ngt all mcrely customs or ntuals of téc Gdpavity of these animals té - But the solutiod to. thm .u.rrxblc 4 l e S
4. - They protected the camp ¢f Isruel - transmit tularemia and ‘trickinos worldwnde curse is as’ simplc ds it T L
N ~ from the -dangers of c&ntagmus - 8i8; respentively. " is ancient: “Flée sexual immorali- S P
S dm;meaand deadly.plagues. ,/ “The trunsmission of gastrein- * tys«Every. sin thpt a ran does is™ - . Dl
States_ Dr. D.T. "Agkinson:’ "m testinal jnfections (mcludmg ty- 'outsndc, ‘thg ,.but he who AN ’ N
the Bible greater stregs was - phoid fever) via poliuted shelifish commity sexual immorality si X S
'..: Placed upan ‘prevention of disease’ . or wyter also ‘testifies to the ° against=his own 'body” (l Corig- - e :
. thdn. was givén to the trcalmcnt.. : appyrent wisdom | of“the Hebrews ghmm- 6.!,8) . [ ' e o
- ﬁ . of bodily ailinents, und in thismo ™ in” warning pgmnsi “such mfood 7 The growing incidence of kex= ~ T R T 0
- race of peaple, befom or yince, - and impure water.” o+ ual discases sPeaks. cloquently of | / PR
K _12. maeoonmws P, o T - o
; - : Lo Ere ] et N , we A
* ‘ 4 - ,w(fv,".f"', ' ’
—~— LRI U 8 S L —y - -
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; the vnce(}“r prevention. Thou- A general masfacre was modern samtar\//sucn:e Moses
" - sands ears ago, biblical stun- - laynched. jBalavignfis himself, or‘dcrcd xhat c.\scs of* leprmy

dards Jof” morality safeguarded
i /J,hls plague that can blight
~ lives of yet unborn_genera-
" tions. There is no safe,. réliable
cure fgr sexual disease except
prevention.

N ‘When God crcatcd ‘mankind,
C He said, **Therefore a man shall
leave his father and mother and
. be joined- to his wife. and they
| shall become one flesh™ (Genesis
! 2:24). If "this one basic ‘ncnpturai
principle of {ithful heterosexual
-monogamy were followed today,
- the worid would see the end of~
- sexual diseases.

’

Laws of quarantine

. bubomc plague struck Asia and-
.._spread to Ruskia, Persia, Turkey,
North Africa. and Europe. Per-
haps one Wird of ‘the population
of - Europe died in tHose tmglc
\e.xrs

every cny. hamlet of vil-
lage.: Millions losl their lives to
“the " grlm reaper.” Panic and con-
fusion were rampant. Death was °
“everywhere. The toll was so gheat
that bodies were lhrown into
Ruge pits, mass graves. . .

The chnsh physumn Balawg-

During the 14th cemury,‘

the pl&gue m-'

§

'

-ty of leprosy “Ninéty years later -

., come to us from Finland "and
: fwcden. where enforced segy '

© tuted,” writgs Dri

persed aitd

finally compelled tofsay-that he

" and others;, wcre rcsponslblc for

thc d eaSe.

toftured, was

her plague that prevailed -

_in mcdnev.xl Europe was’ leprosy.’
‘England, Sweden, Iceland and
quway showed alarming gams in
the nimibers of leprosy cales iny
the-15th and 16th centuries. But

when -the authoritics began to -
"institute the ségregation of lepro-
the- plague was again

sy cases,
brought uinder control.

In Norway, rigid national quar-
antine wus introduced in 1856
‘because of the widespread sevesi-

the health authbrities were able to
report that Norway had only five
percent of the number of lepf:rs
that were there before segrega-
tion. Similarly favorable reports:

been
l'kmson
~Where - did; these- quaran mc_

ion of lepers had,

rlaws come f ro'm"

. This same author- w:, us: It is
most. ‘singular that.a deSunp!wn

f leprosy, as: faynd, in the 13th -
: Fhaptef, of :LCVHILUb could have
wAeen writfed S0, l\% before ,our

* basis-of a happy, healthy! life.

) clféclweﬁess

y ffom  which mfe\.u:d Jews - ‘
gone, shouid be. inspected : Co
sbefore vagain Jbeing occupied and - - .
that persons regovering from con- -
tagious disease were not ta be.
allowed to go abroad untiked@me
ined. The modérn quarantine , - . :
harks back to these sanitary rcgu- : A,
lations of the Old Testament.”
Similarly,” Arturo Casugllom
tells us,**The laws against leprosy . : ;
in Leviticus 13 may be regatded BE

4s the. first model of a szumary = B r‘#
legiSlal-ion.“ . : T = ciLeh

These examples s ow the = v s
aciples. - PR ) )

of t
God gave millennia ago
Slnclly speaking. of coursei.

. the Bible is not a health textbook ' o T

or medicil ‘manual. But it does

reveal many health: laws that

mankind has required thousands )

of years to rediscover. . - ', ST ] -
Study these laws! Search yout «* . .1 -

Bible and apply the laws of God ) o d

ds revealed. Those laws ase the

The Worldwi dc Church of God - o . B ~

. publishes -an apundance of free. - AR

" literature on pfrsonal hvmg and. .. v T i

*_request . our free- booklets Tje

biblical topids=/For more informa-
tion on health- related . subjects, -

- nus Yived-  ho!
- times a,nd' lhdl'
. miserable™~sanitation " -

WS ¢ ul 812
the spread _of the
‘disease, He :instiv
lu(cd a cle.mup
movément "among
the Jews, _
The rats, cordse-
quently.- left- the
Jewish. ghettos and .
.+ moved into the.geén-
- tile sectors of the

Occupyinn one's llfo : : p - -
with enoyable Sctivties ™ ,; o, 1 R
| _ismportant. but to de, " .. . - 3 | L e
so-ong has-to be'n. ;' oL ] s
‘control'of ‘s or ber fife. " . R S
[ not. trouble s ahead TN { e
an the formm of ) B
depression and resu!hng L
disease. (Fhotos by Hal o
. Fchh)

o O

City. As a
Jews’

it Wwas -among their non-Jewish"
neighibors. RN

-saw the- difference, but instead of.
mmuldtmg the Jewish hygienjc
mcasurcs, the‘pcople began
- accusing the Jews of causing the
« - plague and ‘poisoniag “Wwells!

= ° Y

sult the —
m;_wf ality rate from hhe
: S per

The: genéi’al populatmn soon

. biblical ‘ narrative is not to; be
\found ih the literature of ‘any

.'nauon for the next 1,700 years.”

Speaking of. the hiblical ldws
regarding leprosy, Dr.. Atkinson-

states: “The laws of health laid.
down in Levmcus are thc b&sls of‘ h- Eq'uormi Serwus Departmem

time. Ttis o be notu.gi that such Setg’n L‘aws of guccess .md The "
an—&eeufate—deseﬁpthhm——ﬂm* i

dread malady as-it: appears in the - dur free reprints “Is’ Dhnkmg» a ..

" researched a

N

I A 13 4
7 g 358 § R

" Sin?” and “The Western World's “” ‘
Growing Tragedy — Gz:owmg . ,
. Qi Before Our Time.” !:3 -

&

Th:s two par: ’xarncle was
compiled by the -/

May 1984 1'3A




Laymg Down
- Your Life

gx . A young girf’s compelling example g'oig‘nantly
: zllummates God s deﬁnmon bf frtendshze

By thp P Stevens, W -

@c‘hel de’ Beers Wa Jing. the) v-andere-d farther and

young girl who livi d fartper ;away from their home
in South. A’Trlca pastures. KK soon got dark, and

" -they ‘tealized they were lost. It
dul“ng the 19th ccmury _was winter and it beggn to snow.

Her ’ilm‘h was poor, \a d  The snowstorm reached a height
RaChel dﬂd her younger  during the night and then blew
‘brothcr Jamie worked "as . itself out-the n‘eu morning. *

shepherds tending the :
family’s_cattle. M
: One: day Rachel and It didn't take, long for, a search
Jarhie noticetl, that a-calf - party to.find |2%yeariold Rachel
- was missing, -and they and her 6-vear- -old ‘brother. .
bcgdn (o Jook for i Dunng the mghl R‘acheﬂ hdd

“it. In- the & found .M‘d\%”()“‘cd out a large

course. of —_anthih. She)had temoved her
search- clothes, -wrapped - them around*

P : her brother and made him crawl
" .into the hollow anthill. Then she
laid. her naked bodv over the

f entrance to Rgep him warm.

True Frlendshlp - .

Nothing in.'rntum o '

S

|

- “ ! -

i i .

2 Th mndwt. dav the
¥ Hre—hRpXt—ady—ihe

over the enirance.
She had died

© in the snow.

- :hin,;;-gn»le,kaa o
"y chel was uill lying",
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Rachkl de Beers gave of herself
without expecting anything in
return. And she gave c\er\thmg
she had!

Rachel’s inspiging example
calis to mind the type of love that
the New Testament Greek wo

own low is characacnz
uncénditional, unselfish giving. It
s aconscious commitment 6 give
‘without trving to ge! annhmg

back.
’ It is this type ¢f godly love lhat .

true Christians are to radiate!
The' pcoplc who tend to inspire
us most in our cveryday lives are
those whose actions are motivated
by this type of outgoing concern.
Whe# we think about people we
have considered our true {riends,

"+ we usually think of peoplé who

have served us in times when we
have had no means to repay
them.

= When pcopk; arg truly moti-
‘vated by a spirit of give rather-

than a spirit of get, they serve

others regardless of whether they

will be repayed.
God’s own love:

"From a physical point of view, .

it is easy to pive 10 those who give

to us. The real test of our Chris- -
tianity is whether we can. give to ,
our enemies. Serving our enemies’

is the pinnacle of Christian love,
as it involves total unselfishness.

i

a- spec:ﬁc\ommumenx to .indis-

' cnmmalely love others without

expecting anvthing in return, we
‘are building the very character

“ and nature of God- Hlms-eif {Ro-

mans 12:9-13).
" Love, after all, is a quality that
igsts — forever. Qur physical
ves don't (James 4:14). When
this life is over,zwe will be left
only with th irttudl character
.we have developed by -serving
others; gather: than with any phys-

K]

ical ﬁ&scssmns ‘we. may seek to )

get in this life (1. Timothy 6:17-°
19). That godly attitude -and
nature ingrai¥ed into us is what
. will Rt\us for c(emal life in God's -
Kingdom!
* God never gets med of loving, -

and neither should we. When- we <

“lock ourselves into God's way of

_give, we can feel real stability in
this. ohangmg world, ‘because -
Gods way of giving is the only
_ thing that is permanem {I- John
2:47)..

When we unse!ﬁshiy gwe z@

" others, we are happy. bécause we -

are hvmg the way that God lives.

.

Acts "0 35). T’herernre we are .

sharing the spiritual “fruits “of
God’s nature (Galauans 5:22-23),
and we_experience the decp=down
joy of unsc]f”sl’sly Iovmg and.
being loved. -

An ct.rhlty of glving
. At the resurrection, we will be

" born as literal children of God (1

lives.-

orphans and widows in their trou-
bie” (James [:27}, as they cannot

‘repay us. God dlso savs that when

we “give a \feast,” we should

-invite people less fortunate than

us, and not just those who are
able to invite wus hack {Luke
14:13-14).

» We become like God when we

-see the needs of othiers and supply

them (I John 3:37). We grow the
most spmlu.s.ll} when our hearts
are dedicated to fuiﬁlling God's
great commission of giving a
warning and also’ a’ message of

hope to this dying world (Ezekiel _

3316, Mauh:w 24:14).

-“Grealar love has no onc"

Our relationship with the
world is one of. true -friendshi
when we totally devote our livds
to giving to others. 1t is not the
type of “friendship” that accepts
and follows this world's evil ways,
to be suge. It-is the, type of true
friendship and.lové lhal Gaod dis-
- played when He gave His only
-~ begotten Son, Jesus, so.that the
world might be saved ‘(John

3:16). .

. "When we _seek only to give to
others, thet we don’t worry about
oth gwmg to us, and we

losing anything (Mark

" 8:35- 36). “Perfect love casts out
: fear says |

n 4:18. When we

n in layi

I hz down our
bolically {

r literally,

ly love, there.

_"Of course, godly love is not
something we are born with or

have by nature. We &hercfore»/.
"have to continvally ask God for

# His Spirit of love — we have to

ask Him 1o replace ‘our Atman
nature with Hu' nature (il Cohn-

_thians 10;5): .

And. thmk Wbcn we resolve. N
with the help of God’s Spirit,, to_
love our enemies, it Jbecomes

easncr to love
. everyone clse! -

. much

ComTﬁuaﬂs T5:52y. We will then

and we will have quahﬁed to live -~

" forever, on the same plane_as God

' we will live exciting, new lives
in the very Family of God, serv-:
ing on- an -even' grander scale
" (Revelation 3:21, 5:10, Matthew

25:21). We will then be love. jusl :

-as God is love (1 John 4:16).
-When we: nncandltmnally gwe

-~ to others, we are acting out our

destiny (] Thmalomms 3:12-

-even- for our enemies.
gr%duates in the: way of give,’

‘Rachei de Beers gave of heFself ™
without expecting anything in

return. She was a tryg friend. We -

can also look forward, even, more, -
to the resurrection when we will

“of godly love, cxpectmg nothing,
“in return. .He is our truest, mostd -

loyal friend.

+ ~ . By making

13).

-i8 “m vasu

‘meet Jesus - Christ, our Elder ™
Brother, who laid down His life
on the cross and did it totally cout«g

}

2

; A! Jesus Himself said i in John
: : T8 reader love has np one
This is why God ‘says that  then this, thén to hydw onep
“pure re!ulon

li!e t‘ofh;sl‘neﬁds" o

g_



Fasnng is an oﬁen—neglected key to drawmg
: ~ closer 10 God. Here’s hdw you can . \ . -
S e_ﬁectzvely use fasrmg as a powerfui spmtual tool

Ey?’: :an \man

fasting  has
.been an inte-

gral part of wor-

- shiping God!

. Humanity. how-
ever, has been mis-
led ‘and. confused
about the true mean-
ing _and purposc. of
fasting.. .

& mg -

-“l\hal spnruua! good
.l_ could missing threeor - -
.more ‘meals posslbiv do -~

“

Nince ancient. times, — S b Néw Testaments, com-
) ] : - manded His people to fast
) (Leéviticus 23:29, Mat-
“thew 6:16-1'8).  He, as our

" Creator. says that fasting s
good for us. He should Know!
‘He intends s o fearn valu-
" able spmwdﬂ fessons from fa.s!~

. Pagans assocmled I‘ast—
ing wulh penance and self-
\ denial.” First-century Ju-
daism - turned, it toward
ritual and pubiic’- display.
Modern Christianity, for -
_ the most part, has discarded it
\ / as unnecessary. -
' Thie Church of God., hov.evo .

asking.

nccd -of His s!r:ngih

finues to beé important, not just .
) # on the Day of Atonement, but
= throughout the year.

other times - seﬁ,-‘ "are two dlﬁ‘crcm, hmgs

)

guad.mcc and coreéection.
But.saying mmelh”ng i
g 3 j ’ ,pra\er and dctually uniderstand- - -
R er. recognizes that fasting con- 7 ot ‘ment or- ‘ing it 1o the depths of our bemg

. anyone?™ mu may. he

[nlellccludl!‘n we 2

[ may Lun{css to: God - )

,fahal we are’ weak, sin-
Jul and despcraleh in-

XowbmaheAr— :

“Just what is fasting® Accord-.

* ing to the Bible, to fast nfeang to
abstain from all food and water -
for a certain period of time (Jo-, snble for us to live without fdod  ashesy (Job 42:5-6).

t. (Levmcus 23: 29) '

“fasts and the like may offer phys- ~ L .o /.‘ " for the strength to live God way.
ical benefits, but they are not - \'Ihy "“?

L)

,mg of the-car, but now my eye -
! sees You. Therefore [ abhoy
Our Creator knows that it is'pos- ‘myself, and repent in dust and .

nah 3:5-7). Juice fasts, health and weter for at least one day. ‘We may knegl am:l pm{ danny

‘ ] We may, pray for the faith 1o
appropriate for tht\Day of Aione- God m hoth the OId and lhe depend on God to work-out our

Hhato pv H.‘il /Jmcl!

/

2

o
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R - 'Splm of God eriegs

:1__—;ust_omday_o££asung,_ugw_hum

&

Ay

.- meFems; and for help in cdn-

dycting ourselves in total harmo-

- »ny with His jaw. Yet we rise from’

prayer, go our way and tackie the
~day in a manner not quite that
ideal.
Why do we fall- short?

. Our minds are constantly
struggling against God's guidance
(Romans 8:7)- Even after the

s 10 enlighten
dcrsxandmg to

. @ battle stili |

ys and ailow
flood into our mi

. rages within. us. as Paul so elo- -
-_qucmh explained m*Romans

7:16-18.
. ”Jea’emnah understood the hu-
" man capacity for self-justification
~and self-dcccpan when God .
msph'cd Iim to irite, “The heart
is deceitful abfve all things, and

despc:ateiy "wicked;:- who c:an't
© Know 1?77 (J :

regniak 17:9).
God understands us. And, if we
will draw cleser.to Him through

© fasting; as He directs, He can
help us. to uriderstand- ourselves

more fully.”
* When we fast, our hunger isa
,éharp reminder ‘that we are just

human — desperately dependent ..

on God's good earth, with: its soil *
and rain, to sustain our existence.
Denied these necessities,:we

into.mere dust. >
How unimpressive we a_re. feel~
ing light-headed and suffering
~from: bad breathand fatigue after-

resists the proud, buf gv(ves

James continues:
mourn and weep! Let your
laughter be turned to mourning -

example of a man whom God said
was “‘after Hi§ own hc;m" (I
Samuel 13:14)?
- The situaticg is urgent! James
warns arid exBorts that “‘God
race’
to the humble.” Therefore skbmit
to God. Resist the devil ,and he
will flee from you. I}zau near 0
God and He wnls*draw _near lo
you” (James 4:4:8).
* How do we draw near o God?
“L n‘r’ and

> bridegroom is with them? But the - .

" en, it became more difficuit for v :'x‘,._

days will come when ®hé bride-
groom will be taken \away from. -
them, and then they {rﬂ fast.” ™

Whild He was-on edrth, Jesus”

dxscxp]es cmowd close daily com- °

munieation witlh Him. His teach- *
ing, inspiration
ment were readil

‘But orice. He

; at hand.
turned to heav-

- them to be in harmofy with His .

and ‘your joy to gloom. Humble -

. yourselves 'in the sight of the
‘Lotd, and He will lift you pr’

(wcrses 9-10)..
James' prcscnba’ﬁsmmg o
" Compare the_use of the words

: aﬁ‘hc: {Leviticus P3: 27), . moum

(Matthew 9:14-15), weep (Z

- “ariah 7:1-5) and humbled (Ps
'35:13). They all indicate fasting.

Read the.Yourth .chapter of
James and note how James. hnks

- the process .of -drawing--closer to’

God.vylt_hv the need to fast.
The right sttitude in fasting '
Althiough people have - fasted

__":;for many reasons, there is only
. .ont purpose God accepts. That is
“would soon die and dcgencmte

to *’rend your heart, and not your

- garments: return to the Lo'rd your.

. God™ dJoe] 2:13). Our motive in
fasting must be to humble and

. submit. oursches more fully to
. ’(“nd L

_vided the closencss and

*

thinking and clearly understand
His will for.iheir daily lives. That

“is why Jesus foretold their’'need -

for diligent fasting. Fasting' pro-
under-

standing they had achieved when -

He had bcen wnh them m«per-

.son

We shoiild be i’astmg for that .
same reason. It is appropriate that |
we are directed to fast ol the Day

of Atonement, which pictures the ~
time when Jesus and all His disci- -

- ples will finally be brought

A (af~one-mcm)

together in: complete. harmony

God responds when we hst
Make no mistake ~— fastmg is

' somet} ing God notices and takes

seriosly e does respond?!
God hears all our prayers, but

" He takes particular notice of gur

fastings. Daniel fasted for 21 days
before he received an answer, but
God assured him that his petition

~. had been considered from Jhe _-

‘bling to realize that without nour-
ishment from the soil beneath our

_-feet, our minds: qunckly beoamc :

disoriented. .
Deprived of nounshmcmvfor

- any substantial length of :time, .
“—aour minds v»ou

Ble “of rational t

may admit to. God in prayer that -

we're- not really very impressive,
. but when we fast, we- feed it

thﬂng the rlght permccﬂvo

_become lncapa~ )
ought Yes, we

‘God - rcspecls lhosc who set

thelr ‘hearis ‘to seek His will and
“diréction in
" sespects those who want. to bring .

their’ hves He.

themselves-more fully in line with_

. His .way of thinking and lmng

(Isaiah 66:2).
Houcvcr, fasting to gct God to’

,vexy—begmmng-oﬁhlyfast—.ﬂ-)ame‘ :
9:23). Ours can be, too, because -
our fasting sliows God we are sin- ‘

nd encourage- - .

-

.

-

o :

- cere about seeking Him,

Consider the story. .of - Ahab
" Theé prophet Elijah spent many -

. years wnnmsmg to Ahab and the

- kingdom of Israel.

side with-us or take our part in an- <
. do wickedness in the sight of the
) bord" « Kings 21:25).

._argumem just won't work. Fast-
_ing. just. to get His attention is
also futile (Isaiah 58:3-4).

Just how mn) “we. keep a godly
perspectivé on life? How. can we
avoid the pitfalls of self-reliance,

" sélf-cenfidence and seif-ngh- '

tesusness? .
- David said, [ humbled myself
with fasting” {Psalm- 35:13).

Could you profit by following the -
- . N . ﬁ L ,,}.

. W‘esm*pimm&&h&gmkpw— wha&avm
- pose for’ fa;tmg We read in Mat- -

" thew 9:14-15: “Then the dtsclpiﬁ .
. of. John came to Him, saying,

‘sﬁmc resulis.. Ahab”
‘clothes and put sackcloth op his

‘Why do we and the ‘Pharisees -

‘Can " the" friends of the bride- -
.2room. mourn as'long as the

2

. fast often, but Your disciples do
not-fast?’ And Jesus said to them, -

" respond. In fact: “There was no
one liké Ahab who sold himself to

Elijah’s final . warnmg about

Ahab didnt ...

G—Ahaba s

BN

._h@uschold uspugh dnd produce ’
“iore his.

body, and fasted and lay in- saﬁkv

cloth, and went abm.n mﬁumnng

" {verse 27). -

When' he began fastmg God

‘saw that Ahab wp@fmcerely

eI
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-

rcpemam The prom:sed punish-"7
-.ment. was -postponed until after .

Ahab’s death. 1f ‘God had- mcrcy -

*on . Ahab, He will certainly

R gspond to our coming - ocfm

m in heartfelt, comme fastmg.
and praycr .
Ahab’ wwmporan in- the -

= southern kingdom of Judah was. {
When faced ¥
-w:lh an :invasion, Jchoshapha!‘,_

kmg Jehoshaphat.

tried somcthmg umque in -the
annaks of mifitary strategy: “And
Jehoshaphat |
_sell " to se::k
claimed. a fast throughout all
Judah. So Judah gathered to-

" .-gether to ask help from the Lord;

and -from all the ¢itics of Judah
they came to seek the Lord™ (“
Chronicles 20:3-4). '

Men, women, chuEdren —

' everyonme fasted. God's answer
- came quickly. They were told o

ed, and setchim- :
c Lord. and pro- -

go 't'to meet. the invaders, trust-
n God 1o settle ’*hg mauer for

Lhcm (verses 16-17
When Jehoshaphet jed &ns

.- people out the next day, they

‘came upon a strange s:ghx The
. invaders had turned against each
~other, and the | -entirg’ army lay.
dead before them. The citizens of
- Judah~gathered up The spoils and -
felurned home. What a spectacu= -
answer o their fast!
Fasiing. shows .God hat v.c,
likc Jehoshaphat, are wi mg to *
rely on His strength '.;mi not our
-own physical resources, because
we . understand - that our own _
resources will quickly fall us.

Dedicatéd to God

*" Fasting is a powerful testimony

our own sinful, vain ways and® "
gwc our hves lo Hnm for Hys use

v

(Romans 12: 1) Fasung shows .

that we urgently want-to be dedi-
cated to God, and not to tke
‘things of this world

Paul speaks of a fast as a time

give yourselves to fasting and -
ﬁaycr, even breakmgoﬂq\:‘md

. marital relations (I .Carin

_7:5). théreby showing -otr inten{

ians

16 turn from evcryth;ag physical

- to all that is spiritual. .

God, responds 1o atmucles like

this? Notice God’s promise of spir- -

tual blessings: “Then ycur Jlight
shall break forth like the-morning,

your healing shall-spring’ forths"

ily. and yéur nghleopsncss
shaﬁl go before you. . . The Lord
will guide you oontmuall) ’éﬂd sat-
isfy” your ‘soul in’ drought, and

e -

strengthen vour bones; you shalibe .
to God that we want to turp from ' _like a watered gardcn and like a-

spring of water, whose waters do
“not fail” (Isaiah 58:8, H) o

«Fast often. When using any tool,’
physical or spiritual, practice makes

- perfect.

The apostie Paul fasted often (it
Corinthians 11:27), and we should,

"1 100. That doesnt mean we should

become pharisaicagl and set a rigid
14). Our attitude as we fast, and not

is’ what, is important. When we fast

1 ples of Moses,.

wmed o goi
period of time. =« - -

Yimes of frnai and distress,’ but if we -

i3 -Fasxada; atan e. One. day-i8
an acceptable ‘length for a spiritugl

| Fast, although more tigie, such as b
| or three days, iiay be appropna.le on

oceasion———t——

Some equate the” lenglh oﬂ' a fast
| with spirituality. They'citc the exam-
Elijab and. Jesus
Christ; all of whom fasted. 40 days

als ir
should not attempt extremely lofg '

schedule for" curselves (Luke 18:9-

the number of times or when we fast,

often, our bodies gel more accus- .

& only " résort - to fastmg in. times nf‘.
: _-omcrgency, we are leilmg God that
i.| we “are’ more interested” in_geiting

| what we, wam lhm in dmwmg clmar .
- tp Him. :

pm t xc were exceptional individi- -
ce

fasts such-as these men did, and you -
should ‘seek cpmpgtenuadvidc Mw

Guldelmes for Effective Fastmg

anything Eonger nhan d threc-day
fast.

God is mtcrested in our dmu.dcs :

— ke is mot ampa‘e.ssed by feats of
physical endurance. It is a good idea
to fast from’ ew:nm‘g to evening, if

possible. as this is thic manner pre- -
scribed for keeping the Day of .
Aﬁonemem {Leviticus ..23:32), but -

fasts may begin and end at -other
‘times, depending on, the.situation.

- » Keep.the Yime in focus The hmé ‘-

or g fast could by se

. solely for fasting, but more’often will

« Avoid despera!mn fanmg - be combined with daily duties. )
- Fasting - is certatnly - nmporumt i Spmetimes i1 will be necessary 10
- work during a fast, but we should try -

to keep ihe time as free as possible. A

‘Sabbath sheuld not be the primary
time for a fast; the Sabbath is techni-
‘cally a feast say and is fo-be consid-
ered ‘2 delight (-ucrse 13). However,

. the Sabbath ‘may. occasmna!iy be the

_only day available or have to- be

_inclyded in 2 two- or threc-day fast.
Don’t’

_- -Use the time profitably.

bt smdy meditation and prayer.

Renicinber why you. decided o set

thie time aside — for God to use in
teaching you and for you to use in
drawing closer to Him. A fast is ot a

ptional. circumstanets. You ° fomkof penance or an cendurance tést.

-1t is a time for. spiritual renewal.
Paswg ‘General Herbert W. Arfn-

stmng wnies in hls autobwgnphy of =

- His' Word; then ‘thinking about how ]

‘-— will ‘help us draw closer to God| | - °*
- and opes. up, our spiriqual insight amir R

_ . eliminate -poisons -and wastes. ‘This
can.cagse: bad breath, hgm -headed-

‘liquids the day before will help in
cleansing the body during a fast. Do | -
4Hnm&bmrﬂhmgﬂs&mmwheamijn¢dm&eirbefemm~

scgmients — study, meditation ‘and
prayer. Following this pattern —of
first fetting God talk to us aEnmJgh

what we have read apphcs in ouv

lives, then. ma.lkmg 0 God in. prayer | e

bt the circumstances of -the fast.

undentamimg (\,em ).

'/

%

" dividing nmc spcm fasting into thren: )

« Expect physwal ducamj’drﬂ

body ‘alsor uses & time of- faslmg tor

ness and even aheadiche. ™ . 0
Severe headaches during a fast can
come froo withdrawal from thestim-

ulants we aﬂ $00 often overuse on a'j .

daily basis -oofiee, ted, sofy drinks
and “the like. The day before 2 fasa :
cut out all sich beverages.” . -

_ Drinking adequate quantities of

after a fast.

« Appearance” is tmporfanl Jesus
commanded that we' not-make it
known publicly . whizn we fast (Mat-
thew 6:16-18). Because of the physi--
cal effects of fasting, it is a good idea
to brush the teéeth. To rinse the
mouth after brushing is within the
!aw 01' fnsung, o

.
EERE
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. What‘ls the “éynagoguo of _

Satan" mentioned in Revela-
tion 2:3 ‘and 3,9" ' i

“The word synagogue comes
from a Sreek word meaning *

sembly” or “church.” The ** syna— -

gogue of Satan,” thed, is an
assembly or church made up of
individuals who
Jews and are not.” The term Jew
is used here in a spiritual sense.

Romans 2:29 tells, us, “He is.a .

Jew who is one inwardly, and cir-
_cumgcision is that of 1he heart. in
the Spirit. and not in the letter:
. -whase prq:se«is not from men but’
from God.” It is not one’s physi
-¢al race that counts, but his spiri-
-iual condition - (Galatians 3:27-
29). True Christians are spmmal
Jews. - -

. Those in’  the
"Satan™ say thcy are Jews -— pre-
tend 10 be real Chrssuans — but
sare not.. This false church was

. already developing in. the days. of ',

-the apostie John. It masqueraded.

as ‘God's-trpe Church: and had

" congregations: in the cities of
Smyrna and Philadelphia even ag

-that carly, time. It and its daugh-

ter churches are . furlher de—
scribed. in Revelation 17.

- For -additional - mformatlon.ﬂ

- send for oiir new bookict Where. .

“say they are .

synagogue of

to, God assummg that our hv&s .

have begn used propea'ly
Near the end of his life, the
-apostle Paul realized that he had

“fought the good fight”-and.

“kept the faith.” Therefore he
had a crown of righteousness
awaiting him (II Timothy 4:6-
8).

, If we.as Christians run the -
Christian race successfully,. as

Paui did, we, too, will be able to

say at the end of our lives that we.

- have obtained an incorruptible
crown (I ngmlhnans 9:24-27).

The day of our death, then, Wwill -
. certainly be a greater joy to God.

_than the day of our birth.

. | hops very much that one
day ! can marry and have chil-

- dren. But with world events
dbviously leading to. the ‘end.

of this age soon, I'm wonder-
"“Ing if } will have the chance for
- marriage and. hrﬂﬂy. ,
Marriage is vcr){ .good.. God
created it to teach us about His

immortal spirit beings. Marriage
-and family help us devgiop the

and learning the lessons thése
relationships teach.”

Thus, ©10 one should uorr) that

he or she will misé out on any-

~ thing. ‘-’lost people havé the

»

. own eternal Family, into which »
we are destined to be; borm as™’

‘character of God, and it is God’s o

plan that most peopic will have
- the opponumny for marriage and

- the. experiences it offers:

opportuany for mamagc in the
flesh. - But something incompara-
bly better, akaits us in thc King-
dom of God!

Please explain Genesis 3:15
about the promised seed.

This scripture is the Bible’s .
. firsi recorded prophecy about the

coming Mcssiah, and the proph-

_ecy has a dugl application.

The first and primary meaning

power over mankind. Satan (sym-
bolized as a serpent) bruised
Jesus Christ's heel {caused Him

0 be put to-dedith o fulfill God’s

purpose). However, through-the

_resurrection “Jesus Christ con-

quered sin and death and ren-

dered the devil’s work of né effect

-is ihat Jesus Christ, bgm of a -
© woman, woild nullify Satan’s-

(symbolized by bruising the ser- -

pent’s head, its most vulnerable .

place}. -
" Hebrews 2'34-‘5 says’“lmsw
much ‘then as the children have

partaken of flésh and blood, He

Himself {Jesus) likewise shared

in the same, that ﬁhmugh death

He might: destroy. for “braise his

Is the Trueé L‘hurfk’*‘lt'i"_iﬁo-
lutciy frec o

K

_ s thers a sctlptum that‘ -
telln us 1o "cry ‘at a birth -nd

rejoice at a death”? -

“Theére is no such scnpmre Pcr« .
inking of Eccle-

hap& you

ﬂ siastes 7:1, which reads, “A good’

-“name is better than precious oinf:
"ment, and the day of death thanf :

N
-

C use (Matthew 2_66 13} .
~ point is that the day of one's
death is of far greater |mportancc .

"the'day of ong’s bmh ”

______Notice the_ stmwpamncé m

this Verse: The day pf one’s birth -
is compared with precious oint-
‘ment. There.is certainly nothing
wrong with precious .ointment;
* Jesus even commended its proper
The

“When Jesus Christ returns ‘in

) glory to establish the Kingdom of
‘God _on- earth, He wil} change'
“‘those who havé qualified from
" ‘mortal to'immarta) {1 Corinthians
I Thessalonians: 4:13-- .
:17). Immortal childres of God do -

15:50-52,

not marry {Matthew 22:30),.but

God has reserved cven higher joys -
. and pleasures for . that -uitimate
level of existence (Psalm 16: 11). -

- Even the greatest joy possibic in

___ this physical life, whatever that “Jthe Church’s] feet shortﬂy ”

.- would be, carnot mmpare with
the joys we will expcncncc in
God’s\ngdom

. Maost people who survivé the

cnsrs at the close of this age will'”

- ‘live on’into the new world still
mortal: They will continue

marrymg and havmg famnhs,'i

__release those who through fear Of. T
“death were all their hfcume sub—=

death, that is, the devil,.

ject:to bondage.™ -
Genesis 3715 -also revea;is the

“woman’ as the Ghurch from

whoin Jesus Christ ‘was born. A

- woman is symbolic of .a church

{Ephesians. $:31-32). Romans

16:20 tells ud, “And the God of

.. peace will crush Satan under your

Thus the.Church (the body of _

- true beligvers), #s well as Jesus

“head™] him who hag the power of

*

Christ, has overcom® Satan. Even

so, there is ¢nmity between

Satan’s seed (non-Christians) and
" true Christians — the seed of the .
Jum as pmphcagﬂ in

woman —
Genes;s 3:15. -
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[ f- 1 were to ask you
1. .- . B whether vou know God,
: what would be your

answex"’ Probably, yes.
Suppose 1 asked you a sec-
_ond question: Do you know
° God well? Then what would
your answer be? -
. Jesus Chirist, prayjng to God
the Father, said: “Glorify Your
. Sog. that Your Son also may glo-
rify You. as' You have given Him
.authority over all fiesh, that He

is eternal life, that they may know.
‘You. the’ only true. God. and

. sent” (.Pohn 17:3-3). -

Y Dm‘l\»ou grasp &haz" Knowmg

- Gmi is of supreme. nmptmanoe lt
is life eternal! - 4 P

should give eternal life-to as many. .’
as You have given Hini. And this -

Jesus Chnst whom You havc

« 11 “God isno meaﬁihgiess’ word or abstract “First Cause.”.
" Heis a real Bemg wzth a magmﬁcem persorzalzzy

By F: ams o- _gm

tell you the truth. He s totaﬂy
predictable. . .

Jesus said, “The verv‘hans of

your head are all numbcred
(Matthew 10:30). This is a clear
indication of just how well God
knows every one of us. He knows
us down to the finest detail!

God’s_ ‘People know Him

* The great men and women of
the Bible all knew God, anfi they

“knew Him well. -
, - Notice what David !o]d Solo-

mon: ““As for you, my son Salo-
mon; know the.

\ %d of your -
- father, and serve Hini with a loyal
" heart and with a willing mind; for
the Liord scarches all hearts and -
ynderstarids all the intent of the -
, thoughts“ {1 Chranicles 28:9).
2 David. realized the importance
X - knowing God, and wisely
vised h&mm@d amnk—ﬁumkﬁf Omm—mdieam%e

allof'qsmiakemgettokmw
- God, an(i gu:t to krow Him neil.

God is prgdict@bfo o

H&*God gggtmly workmg wnh
“you == if - He has directly inter-

~ you'll find that God i ls casy to ge:x
m me

‘God, the better you'll understand
Hi attitude and actions in ewerv
circumstance.

L In Paul’s epistle to Titus, weé-
) fa@d of “God, w!m cannot lie,” -
‘(Titus 1:1-2). -

Now there's a majm* charscter-

Hun, you know Hce wnlk always
‘20 msGoom&:ws '

That's the- purmue of thns arti- :
S cie —~ 1o offer some specific steps

- .towdrd: God . was “that ‘
- know Him and the power 8f His
resurrection, and .the. felioushnp .

vened in- your. pqrsona! life -»-'A

T . ou'fl. find dm& Gad is predicl- 1
.r«w—wf«——‘_— 3193@ T&E"b“g&’i‘m Kclmm~~meas—4m~itke B&Mmﬁ

asuc of God: When you deal with -

of His_sufferings” (Philippians

3:10). Paui cast everything else

--aside . — .everything else ‘was
wnnhlms in mmpansoﬁ w know-
. ing God.

Paul, realized the importance of
,;&mwmg close 1o God in a person-

" ali way..Moses beseeched his Cre-
* ator: “Now therefore, 1 pray, if 1~
have found grace in Your sight,
show me now Your way, that |
may lmow You (Exodus
"33:13). '

Of course, M&s ahegﬂy hm

’

r iatmnshlp wuth that grem»'

eing. . e

> ['Paul often ta!ked @bous “his

.. relationship with' God. His desire
X may . -

)

God, but he wanteg to know #im _- -

‘better. -Continue with verse 18:
~ “And he said, "Please. show me
Your glory.” " Moses was, in
ceffect, saying, I want 1o get to
"know you in a foiler and more
wmpicte sense.” God responded
by allowing Moses a glimpse of
His incredibly radaam and mag—
- mificent body. . - . :

) God’l unigue charac:eﬁsﬁcs :
. How can you incredse your
" awareness of God? One way is to

consider some of His unique

- characteristics. Although there

= are dozens we could discuss, let* s

clemcms
“The words describing these

- three basic characteristics of God ~ ~ - :
alb bcgm with the Latin root -

omni, which means “all” & “ful--

“concgnirate on-just three basic -

s chamctcrasales

f__ommpomnte God cap do any-
'.mmg.. .

- Job had been a ughieous man,
and he knew God. But he didn't

" know God as well as he should =

" bhave. Job had to suffer intensely
te learn a vitally important lesson.

_Job finally told God, 'Y know that
You can do evewmmg" (.!ob

comp!etcness of. perfecimn of

- The first ome we u‘é"wk atis ¢

. _4Hk_y R —

However daffacuh eircum-

stances may be, we must remem- -

-ber that God can do everyihang, *

~akd that He is working put every-
thing for our good {Romvans
8:28).

" The second charactensuc ﬁf
- God we'll consider is that God is
- ommipresent.

..
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Gud wald to the' prophet Jore.
minh: *'Am 1 o God nowr
hand," sayn tho Lowd, " not u )
Gosd whnt off? Cun snyone hide
himselt fn secrgl plaves, so'T shall
0ot soo it says the Lord; ‘Do |
not il hmwcpt nnd oarthi?’ " (Jor-
A2,

Wherover you e, you "“M" .

therBpportunity: to tlk o Bod

ad et to Know Him. God, s

‘overywhoro,

Third, God I omniscient, 'The
pealiplst wiote: “He counts the
- number of tha stars; o calls thom

all by nume™ (Puddin 147:4),

At uight, the naked humnn oye |,

il soe- jome 600 aht yewrs into

ofiter spnce, The wordd’s lapgost

and most: powerful teloscoper -
amthle: st see up to 75000 light.:

. ,wmn uwiy. But isn't it intorest:
ing,. a8 selentlsts ook " twough
thelr telostopes . at things they
proviously didn't know oxisted;
that God already knows oxnetly .
“whore ull the sturs are? (hxl oven. '8

knows" much, ‘wuch inore that
Thomany haven't eéven - dreamod

um bie.dsnown at thiu tiuic, .

Vour rulationship: wlth God

' Here I the real thrust of our
disouision of God's' tremendous
Llu\rubwliunum Knowing: CGod» . |
shiould make u troniendous ditfers

ence jn the wnf' wu live,

Put—rivare—b lmtiy—ith‘rwuy‘

) yuﬂ live T8 not. trembndously: dif--
;letent from the way of those. who

~dow't claim to- know God, then
‘maybe you don't kmqv Him! You'
may wintto know Him, bot the

“fiet thut your lite fsn't drustically
Cdifferent from the way. it wis ‘

- botore you came o know God

mukes o frighténing stutement. .

You are responsible for . whet yuu
know. ) )

Let's ru.unuidvr w!m{ Job sisid -
: (() God: .

“I have'uttered what i did n?/ '

understand,” things too wonderfifl
for me, which I did not know:,

"1 have hewrd of You by the hc_uf— .
ing. of the ear, but now my eye

" sees You' " (Job 42:3, 5).

Job thm&ghl he knew God well. .

c .8

: 5 unrcummulﬂv Ao expect tht you cm
knows, the stard® sintuos! Andgigd 1) : Y

~Talwi

Ilc didu't, llut wlmn, with (nxl'u

- #help, Job renlived this, ho was

moved 1oy Chiunpo,

Ropontunoe s boon. detined uy
cturning and . gomg the oppuosite .
“way Trom - the wity ono hus been
‘truvoling.. Job said, in ulmu.
“Now that 1 yco the truth, I'm,
chlmginp.. ', going to bo alllluru
ont - I'm golng the uther way.!

l'vmy i uml wor, ln Illu\

|) Am'p l!l.s Iuw Hmj’ law w;im
wentn Glod's mind, charactor - and
‘nature, Johp wrote,; e who sy, 'l

| know Hing' and doen :iot koop T8

k

vomninndmonts, I o Hae, and the
truth s not tn Wm? (1 John 2:4).
Do whit G telly you w.do, 1t s

wve' o clowe rolitionship with Gl ‘It
you don’t \|0 wnything Ilu wusis yont -

. !0 lll,\ o
ulmul Giod knows overything that |

God's busle faw, ul Iovu Is uulmuml
v i the “Pen Comngudimonts, oy
i, hludljplh Stindy :}\llwuu “uverall
lnws of life, tequest odr free bonklet:
'I'Iw Ten Commundmeiits,

2) Valk 1o Gad. Talk to ﬂml‘}
Abum what't About everything. Iy,
-something wortying you, ghremtening

| 'you, pleasing ys‘m. upsetting you,
| thrilling you,” disuppointing you,

| OUCUpYing 1most O your (houghisT
Whatever it i, talk to God ubum It
+. Mén like Ulijuh und Jerominh

| prayed to Goy. with fumillurity and

intinfucy. And they were quite roudy
to usk Flim, “Why'do you du it like
this?* Jorominh, very apset, titked to
God ubout 1t (Jercmith 12). Puul told
God . when he wus depwsnud cant

| down, perpléxed.

These servams of God tulkul -

1 tiim with lmhnugy und_ warith,

They knew Him, snd He kuew them.
And theiy prublcmu wure sulved, not
my . the
uupouu! bm ulways in ‘the -best
wiy.

Aud lhut s the way we should bo.
We're 1o tilk to God -sbout. every-

that wy can lmumu: {utinute with'
God. Alter all, you're lulklnu to 4
friend, not 8 Mrangor,

Romans 12812 says lha\ we nhuultl

thitig. 'Whatevie's on our minds. 8o . Gid!

Bible who yul 16 know (im‘ woll .
hud to change  go the umnmw
way froin the wiy the pujyrity of
the world goes. That's the whole'
purpose of gotting to knpw CGod
chunging repenting - -
bringing your lllc into Hno with
tho pertect, whundunt,.
thut God lives.

ly“ppy Wny ‘

- AF your lite lmmnrha nged, you, o
-(qul mully know (hnl’ ow can

b “uunllnulnu n!rmll’.lﬁllv lu T nyer
Jall duy long, ms sitfations arlse aid’
:Imlnimm need o bo e, 1ty un

‘IWeal wuy'to bujld &frolutionslilp with.
Liud, Wo tlko need o be communing

dully with ome Crifintor during wulliy

“l'pimu thme, specitiilly sot” imido jumt
for prayor

knoos, ¥ ouy
_priyors nrc\lwum It und wincete - if
wa buldly upproicls the thréns of

| ) - we will be

Wuml K iud' :
vilntlon - about Flim-
ire you ‘wtudy ity roud

hantl L

N Sipdy ¢
Wurd i5 W vy
welf, and the ¥

i ond ik b i, thc botter. y(m‘ll

ne! to Know:Clod,
© For tnstinde, it wnul\l be plolih

“atile atudy tyy comsider wll the vurinun

numen Gad| culls Hiinsol) in_ the
Bible, beeuuse thoy all illuminute vie-

fous uipedt of Whut Gudl Iv und does.
God calls Himsell Blohim (a lumijey
ninne), God Almighty, the God of af}

tho ewrth, the Lord; the Provider, our
binner, the Lord of peuce, vur righ-

“teudniesy, vur heglor, the Anciogt of

Days apd " the Lord of i Hosts,

Studying CGod's mimes would revnnl
God's characeristics,

4) A ediyate on Guds»law, l)nvid

will also meditate on all Your .

work, i wik of wll’ Your decds:

(Paalii 77:12). Duvitd was the King of - '

lsrav) . yel hc uncu qum! &Ime lo

Wmﬂrﬁﬂucdﬁ

nd (.i\»d‘n plmi klm! pnr«
d develuped i deep uwaro::
;mder&lmnhng of * God

edmted on

l'o do lt

o gel 0. knyw *Umdbodyf

10 m to kiow God
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smixed marringes and starting "to -

RULE

PERSONAL,

(€ emginied from page J)
uNL RACH!

Thit desire scems inherent in
human nature taday!

God scatters humanity

Nuah wils ol ‘pertecy lincngd;

- in his' ponerations, His wile

andthreo sons were of that yame

pure white strain, But Japheth
evidently had marriod 0 yollow
wonan and Hand a black.

Soon after the Flood, the

world's small population was all -
of one language and. guthered

together building the Tower of
Bubel. ‘T'heir purpose? *Fest we be
senttered abroad over the face of
the wholo earth” (Genesis 11 4),
But God said; “T'he peoplo are.

one, and they huave all one lun- |

guage,.and this is what they hegin
10 do; now nething that they pro-

pose 1o do will be restrained from

them" (v"rm. 0). This expresses
how gront’ God made the mind of

But, just a8 God creutcd vari-

otics in muny specics of Iiuwer‘ﬁ .

an’ of animaly — for oiimmlc.
srmany varietley and colprd' 8 roses
for preater beauty, so God

nreuwd the these ruees wind colors
- of human gkin, Gog-intended to

prevent rudfal In(orm.&rriagcﬁ ‘But
mun hus ulways wanted to violute

- oty wsr Hatetrtiots-thd- Wi
S0 God compelled o scattering

by mixing théir languuge. “So the
Lord scuttered ‘them abroad frony
thore over the fuce of all the

enrth, dnd they ceased building "'

the city” (verse 8).-

Toduy\he English lungunge is '

fust beconlimg the clief intérna-
tional lunguugu Men are entering

+ v get- buek; to- one worldwnde lan-

¢ puugc.

©oA

P
probubly was retained until Abru-
M.

Abram, us he wus originally
named, was not secking God. But
Gud culled Abram to leave the
lunid of his futher and kindged und
$o to u lund Gud would sholy

"tine. Without protest or guestion,
Abram oboyed and went, And
through his obediende and ' fuith
in God, Abraham becume the

“fhther of the fuitlful® ‘o him,

God made the promises of both

the *scepter” promise of oternal
salvation to come through Jewhs
Chrint, -

|!f!'| ?llm UD

#Eour hundred thirty years uftcr
Abraham, God rpised up His
nation Isruel -+ dpsvondunts of .
Abrathitm, Inque and Judob, whuw

~manie God*ehanged to Isruel.

To lend these people out. ul
‘Ligyptian siavéry and to the prom-
ised lund, God called Moses.
Muueu wis not ncckmg God, Bul

e

~the locule of Goshen
. gruplnudly ucpuhncd from the

him
— tho “promised land" of Pales-

‘ Iumlly e I’muul pcuplc to tipd

’,
f

Egyptiuns, murrymg umung-
thetselves.

In this u)n‘pculiun, ) b(l;l;:’

momentarily o Abrahum. He
prevented his son Jssue girom
imermarrying mmmu thy bluck
Canaunites then in Palestine, He
sent-his chiol setvant to hiy uwn

wife for Fsuue. Abtuham nul
“You,will not tuke n wilg for my
son from the duughtefs“or the

_ the national lsrael hlrthnght il - «Mlmmnlbm., nmcmg whoem I,
. dW}ll" (Gonosiy 1

24:3).

‘e next* generation, Jacab
married Ledah und Ruchel sduugh-
tors of Labun, nephew ol Abru-
Y, why lived in the luid of
Haran, brother of Abraham. ‘I'he

" whdle comusunity of Harud,

where babali livegd, was: of the

©sumie FAmily ancestry us Abra

haim.,
Jueob had wix sopy by Lenh,
 two from Ruchelss. gll of llu:

swne. originyl rucinl stock, and

two eiach from the muids of

It u, mdug,d ttuc. that the nauon Isthiel was
God’b chosen pwplu. But understand this: 'Thuy
were not chosen u teagher’s pet for special
fuvors, They were chosenfor a special purpose
préputatory to Géd's'Kingdom -— a purpose

Reo- o
{

: B
vt ?L\\ "
; o J‘ "
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s » \
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they,‘on their part refused to comply with. =~

God h(ul uauaed Muucs to 'bc

“trained speciully for this wmmlss

sipn by having him reured us
princ,c
tian pf uruoh.

So new again ‘we come 1o the .
quespion, wiy: did God raise up -
' tlus specigl -Hebrew nation as

“ilic chusen people’™? Wiy, when

‘Rachel and

iy the pulace of the B gyp- '

cidh
lven the midjidi of Leah und
Rachgl probujgly were n! pure
Hebrew stock,

But God speciully prepnrcd
from birth and called Moses, with
Aaron his brother to ussist as his
spokesimun. Moxgs stuttered.

f. 12 in all,

—Sheii, rrvﬁ—ﬁNmr ~who —— God nevel made uc,x.Tailp(c (]

had married o white woman, iitay

have continged’for somte time in

_the kiowledge and pcrlmpq wog-

ship .ol (od. ¢ I8 no
fecord of /i yawalking with God™
until Abrabam, whom God spe- |

cially called to have,h funclion -

preparatory .o !hc Klngdom of
Gud ‘But, !hc pure white ntmm

‘ thcm His Holy Spirit? .
¢ One. puim tonotice here. The.

probubihly is that these people
-were all - cor )curly all — of the :
“white uﬁur strain, (mehunged

necereation. .
Jﬂzr Jugob and. his sons Wind
farhili

_-sacred month, —starting in the
lprinu Thc lurugluc» went out of _

hud come into Lgypt i
Josaph’s bchnt. lhcy were képt in

{m

Wucu God cuused
againsl Egypt, God wuas tarning

the Egyptian gods and objects of

sworship against them to show

"them that these were nor gods
2 Bven the plugues were sent in
Lovu for the Egyptitins. .

Phe final . plugie occurred on
theWeve of lhc J4th’ day -of the

" May 1984
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Fpypt during the wight paftpf
the 15th. ‘Uhey reachied the |} s,d
, Sea. But the pharaoh fud mean-!

his uriny pursued|{elter thmu

\ while changed Iug}nund. and with -

- ; The childeen V81 Isruel’ had
ched (he Red Seu, und there
-t Lhcﬂ were stopped uf il deud.

There wius no bridge. 1t was too
fur 1o swinm, avith their womoen
und children. Behind them the
phardol’s army was in hot pur-
suit. There ‘was aothing | they
could du."They were stopped

HELPLESS! At that point they had

v Jo rely on Gon!,

In Egypt God had qaggey their
- relewse from slavery by u Mrics of
«upcrmuuml plogues, Now Gad
-enused the waters of the Red Sen
to fort u wateped wALL on either
side, with n wide Py yh on
sen bottom l)ctwaen
= The lsraclites watked on
L Qn the opposite: side
| Imyﬂmd snw the pharaoh
md his ay cntering the-sen-
lpor path. When they were all

‘J‘y qryd

hl the suu-wull pussugg Gead knowlcdgc of His luw —
2l

.
v)nmurc o
They wpreed.
Guod’s chosen nation.;

oy
over all the carth, und spiritunl sl
vation would lu.(l‘

_Adu
of physical ,and m.nuull knowl-

cdge. i Mankind way
ulgu.

v

not spiritunl sx“vuliun. '
Thus they beciime

Bor wav?
‘Thiy we know: Gud's 'purpdse for-

them fiad o definite relution to pres

for the ulhmmc KINGDUM
#when the GOVERNMENT
Gon would be reestublished

fered to ari!
Undoubtedly one “reison was to
preserve the omginal racinl strain,

‘But thgre was much mose.

N,imon‘, had develpped knowle
imited, ofter
s rebelliongto the acquisition

, like educated men and
ammm toduy, they were saying,

"(' ive us sulligient kunowledpe, and -

will salve afl probléms and erad-

jcate gll sickneys, diseqses and evils

- we will create utopln!™

Up to that time, mankigd had-
been denied spirituyl km)wlcdg(.,(
God now decided to give them
His kind

"

God dcuded to ;}VL, them® knowlt,dgg ol Hlb
His kind of government

law.-

o

His way of

lifel) HL was going totprove te'ihe world that |
w1th0ut the addition of His Hdly Spirit their..
mmdb were incapable of receiving an utl,lmn'g

\(

such spiritual
S A

Rnowledgc ofvthe thi¥

s tor from pi

heredity ol Abruhum. Itmuc ‘and®
JacobNgsracl), *

So God entered, into. a c.u‘vumm
with them, mukimg them (l\m

3 NATION. It also representdd n MA KR

RIAGE qwcmmt with Isragl the
wife promising obedience to her
“husbund — Gop., It way thg phys-

Nllw

icul wype of the yut ~to-com
cowmmh\\
And whit did it prove? /
Here ‘was o people of gnlost

clear raciul strain, and the superior |

“heredity of Abraham, Isaac und
Isrdel. Two ru]uwiluéwmkc i
human whatever he becontes in life

heredity and enviromnent. He-
rLdny hiw been inherited by Birth in
the arens of intelligence and charac-
nts. Environment
includes dll eXternnl influences ynd
self-determined “characteristies -
whather good or pvil:

Heredity -

great advantage —- but an evil envi-
ronment - and  self-motivation may
.turn gne into a fuilure i in hlj:. or 4n
evil nulurc y

But God started off His t:ho%n
nation’ Isruel, with ull the natutal
, udvantages of a bupulor«.hcn.dlly

Klngdom bolqg prepared o
Now wuy? Why did God pre.
pare and raise up thlu nition
IskagL?
Why did God create m.mkmd in
the first pluce? God is reproducing

- if ‘o ookl and }ugh !
quality —> muay start. one off’ at a -

N

(: v

> AR
ull()wu.l the waters to_flow Buck,
dréwning the Egyptian:army: with

ity pharuoh. .
s the Israelites

K4 Y — :
. of govermgent — His way of Hfel

due tingk s T
pitch tentw’ut the, fogt of Mt
Sinai. )

God's covenant with Jsrasl

¢t . God did not moke them His'

He wus gothg to prove to the world
that without His Holy Spirit theire,
minds were incapable of receiving -
and dtilizing such knowlcdge of the
things of God. . 2
He was . going to dunonatruw to

‘therin that'the nind of MAN, with

ity one spirit and without the addi-

Odmclf to create .in thankind

's own perfect, rlzﬂncuus and .

holyscharucter - andthat in turn
10 1) restore His government over
the whole eurth — in ordér, ulti-
mately, to produce, crefate, billions
of God beings to finish  the eregtion
of the unfinished vast thiverge —
und 2) to creaté even more, which
‘God has not chpsen us yet to reveal
to_us!

'Lverythmg God has done, since

A creition of the first humans,

P

N g-‘

S would obey Hjglaw

,carth Yet all

R
were of a. m&/oxiom;nnteﬂnj’

nation, under His thcocrutic rule,

wnh t their consent. S
ough Moses, God put to
thcm His proposition. 1¥ “they

of Hi§ cov-
reruMENT, He wduld prosper
them and’ make them the wealth-
iest and most powerful nation on

24 The GOOD NEWS:

tiony of God's Holy Spirit, couldl pot
have spiritual discernment,. could

“not solvd human problems, ycould

not cure the evils that were/beset-

, ting hu 'muy The nation” Israel
Qwoul “guinea pig” to.dem-
onstrite lhdl fact. G3d had chosen

a nation' of almost perfect original

OMISES %strain in its generations - its

ancestry. Also they had the quality

after Giod's own imdge and like-
ess, hus been another progressive

. step in that overall suprcmc pur= ’

pose!

The immcdmlc pnrpose. 50 fm‘ in

the histary of mankind, is to pre-
paré for Tie . KINGDDM oF GOD.

- whi®h Will festore the GOVERN-

MENT 0 Gob carthwide! .

* The ‘Kingdom .of. God s the

A%
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. actual bugotu,n and born Famny ’I‘hcy were inva “husbupgund- cxpcr’bncc.that the br.s: of ’

appear by a resurrectipn and
ifstantancaus translatice af/ Christ’s
© Seeond (ommg' And by begotien-

. OF Gov, which will first “actually e

ife™ relationship with God. But
(md said of them, “fSurely, us"a

her husband, 30 have you denlt

wifc, l"rcuchymly depurts from .

* Spirit,

humanity, without Yiod's Holy
CANNOT SOLVE HUMAN
PROBUEMS ANl) BvILS!

* whom God raised up as their leader
i, und lawgiver (though God the
... Father is the priginal real Bawpiv-

er), in il probubility will be under

- the Abrihdm-lsduc-Jacob team, but

head over the nationul govcrnments
. of the world during the coming

Millennium.. And probably Joshua, '

who succeeded Moses, will be

Moses® assistant in that -office’ of
 worldwide national governiments.

", ond worN sons of  God, emphat- . treachetousty’with Me, O thouse Mén nesds Hg:ylsplrlt' . oo o S ‘1\
ically I do nov mean those of lpagel,’ " (Jereginh 3:20), % 1 huve spoken, dyring the past vooTe ‘ o |
dm.uvgd\ into the~current “born- But'— neveriheless, the old 15 years, to many, lieyds of gov- DR ; : |
again® teaching — that anyone  covenant with Israel ut Sinui was erniients overs Eur) pe, Asiua, : Lo A N

" who “receives Christ” is .llremly. in 4 type and forcrunner of the - Afrga. South America. In Chi~+ . -~ [

" this present human lifg, “born  Nuw COVENANT to be made with na, | Believe 1he Commumist . - - Qg | N
again,;’ Trat 15 A PARAMBUNT®  the Neéw Testwment CHURCH, . heads of governigent believe lhul' e o ] )
. DECEPTION by which Satan the | ‘which®s the spiritual tsruel and - confmunism, Once it gains cond .
«devil hay presiven those (the  Judah (Jeremiah 3! 3I Hebrews  “trol of the curtf, will solve afl (T - A
. © mamy in a so-called * (hrwu.)sm-)s.)\ 826, 10). . problems and e\ils. But mapy Vo ’ 2 {
L who have “decepted” u false con- However, o few in Dld Testa - kmgu. emperors, \presidents nr@ ' | J
: version. They may be well meaning * ment Isruel did obey God and by prime ministers 1 huve conferre .
. but.neveryfitless. prervin! And becoming God's prophets, they  privately with now realize. the ,
of course of dcetved peison does’  Becume part of the very Jounda- problexm are-deyvond humnn abil- .- R
not know He is deceived — he may  tion of the New Testament ny to solve. | ° T o
be wholly bincere! - Church of God. The Church is The pgoblems and cv:lu are of v BRSO
! But now\riunk! How does the  built on the yolid foundition of  u spiritual nuture.*Afid algs Ml DR  EE L
Old Testimépt nation Isracl play s the prophets (Old Testament)  mind, without God's Holy v A A
pdrt in progressively prepuging for  und aposties. (Ne Testument),  cannot corge to srlpﬁ with 8 NS . "
w . the Kingdom of God? o Jesug © hirist himsclf being the  tual evils. . o
' L chief “corner®sténe’? - (Ephesians - The inuny decades and centus .
lsrael the yxsmple, 2:20). Amony them, Llijgh prob- . ries of uncient lsruel prOVED ' o
" First, Abraham- wa A man of - ably will be.head, upder Cheist - That! The scholarly think they - . L o
very outstunding gualifying -« ll- and A.b?uhnm is.luc.- $racl “over do rot NEED God's Holy Spirit. - , '
o ties. Undoubtedly he, wul’ﬁ his , , o - ‘. ©
Asuuc and Israel, bhu“dlﬂ thcrrcsur- == ” - C, e e
_.rection und the Kingdom of God L P 1 : . o ST
oceupy u position next under Christ The nd-tlon Ibrdﬁl Wd& GOd § guxnea plg to, LA T

** Himself. The Kingdom of God will -demonst;ate that .man’s: ‘mind, with its.one ! SR Sl
be a spiritual Kingdom mc,ludmg s X R S . 1
both- Church and State — ewrth.  SPirit and without the ~addmon of God’s Holy R DRI
wide. These, as line of f;{’mg Spirit, could not have spiritual $ecernmenty, ..+ .

\ under Crmist - und over both vcould net solve human problems, couldwpot ' e
ﬂw T taracl, Mosgs, ciire the evnls that were besettmg humaxﬁty TR

7!"

- the Qhuréh worldwide, @in thé"n
Kingdom of ‘God, with John the

Buptist ‘under Elijah. There are
indications that the prophet Dan-
ncf be head over all gentile
nitions) and under Moses and
Cirist? . S
- “But in what .munncr did the
ancient natior Isruel play 4 puet

.‘ But urml‘ lsruel

- and judgnients, as well as His

“God wlthhcld :
knowlcﬁge of thg right ‘ways of -
government from: mankind. But
to Isrdel’ God gyve His statutes -

spiritual staw. But “these ‘perfect. ..
laws did not; %ans God's Holy =
Spirit, solve ‘the problems! .- ;

God _could: say: “1 amGop,

Whai of the nation Israel’ hs a's
whole?,

They, despite lhclr fuvomblc he-+
redity, failed utterly to qualify.
Whe od put the proposal: of
their {ormation "as- His nation’
before them, they replied, Al that -
the Lord has sl)okcn we will «do™

__(Exgdus 19:8)." But they broke
(heir word nnd rcbcllad

in preparation for the Kingdt:m

Cof G()d’ . .

"1 have already menhon?c_l’j;mlé'
“the intellectuals and schofarly of -
.thm«wurld fecl that, given suifi-
“cient KNOWLEDGE, humun'carnal

MAN could’ sojve all problems.
God: Igt several genérations of-

"_andlcnt Israel. und Judah vrove .
.. by hundreds of years of hurjan

‘His $pirit. within, Only . their .
:prophets had the Holy Spirit! -

Take my word, forit.” *But God
gave PROOF, lhrough Israel, that
witiouff the Holy Bpirit, MAN IS
HELPLESS! They even hud Gob to ..
appeal to. But they did not have

That lesson rRoveD, God has

| e
given those in’ “His.: Chntch DU
~ Holy Spmt' £> MR }m ol

[
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WL was .1lmost like a spart of the makeup of the nat- .
1. ! ural human mind. It is amon
L._l!'nlv‘l

"

"

. -

©of the crowds gww luuder,
. even mwore people visnetout of

o feelings. Thei vehement dis-

chsr‘ul enerpgetid
- bystanders had,. Llimbdl
nearby trees and were whv-
ing. enthusiastically. Other
watchers had cut branches
from the trees and sprezul
them. along the road, Twloay
with thur own cloaks, W
lmm a chrpet. t@ Whlu{; the ..
“ass could walk,

And uy the uutul churus®

their houses 1o see, whit the |
noise was all about. ’
“Hosannu 'to the Son of
Pravidy Bless&cd is He who
comes in the ning of the
Lord! Hosnna jd the high.

v oest)” wys the'wHant that,
cchoed aroupd - the stru,ls“bl
 Jerusalem. Jesus Clirist Wus
entering the city for the tust”
few dayy of His hunian hfe 0
(Matthew 21:8-9).

© From' the shadows of thc.

- adjacent buildings, the reli-
gious- leaders Jooked o Wlth

 muunting displeasure, Hatred

. welled up inside the scribes

und Pharisces as they wutched
S thiz apum.mcuus show of”

" affection.” After ull, no crowd

- had ever greeted. them in such
- as ~c.l.u.i’xr way. s
“  During. the next few ddyfm

they did,little to hide, theif

like for Jesus Christ-.was:evi-
.dent in ] their actions. So -
obvious" wus their fesire to
*eliminate Him that, lgtér, Pomxus
Pilate “knew that because of envy-
" they had’ delivered Him” (Mat-

thew 27:18). -«
An. agc-.ld problom
" Envy . ent-

.

28,

ful awareness of an advantage
'enjuycd by another — /has been
- around Since the bagmning of -
human végcrlenu,

The véry first ' murder occurred
~ as a direct result‘of Cain’s resent-

L ment I'pr his brother Abel (Gene-

siseddid-8). .Years later, Joseph
—-found-himself-in-Egyptian-slavery
because of " his, brothcrs cnvy

The GOOD NEWS _.' -

, Your®
Tﬁou ht

1

If you turn

" with envy at the
‘others then, here,
Word-are-a

-gr’een

pmnt.s~ y&qrshould conszder. |

By thp Stevens s

el &

e

the work, of the lh;\h (Gulu«-
tians” 5:21), and. Jameés was
inspired 1o write, “DJ you
" think Scripturdesuys without
“yeason. that ﬂhe spiriy he
2 caused o livg,.in uq%nds .
., toward nvyt” Jumu._ 4.5,
‘N(.w lmﬁﬂ\mlpml Voriion).
~ 1t really is, then, a sirong
tegt of eligracter to overcome
. this ‘cariypl propensity of our
\x»n.\m e

How do ‘q envy’ vnturt?

-

ant envy often gmmnulc'

trdni“hw:%:ﬂ uving been 4
slighte ay. Anoths
“/ er person may have received
mdre acclaim th.m , or pbr-~"°
hups wee weeks, ked for u’
promotion we lhought we/
desei'vx.;l Or we m fecl that

. ers should onot n the’

] wen\th of physxcal posue ?smm.

' that they do..m ) :
. . But whate rcuson.

- -once we d“OW ncgm:vu

S thoughts ubout the biessingy -
of others to. creep into. our

* - minds, then ‘'w¢ are on, the
soud to becoming envious:

The time: to overcome

' envy, thwcmre, is* before it
takes a hold. If unolher per.

esentiyént uind lho wbw«‘ '

El

"
fe-

o .job; 4 Tiew, car‘ra nicer,

urch or anything clse —
. then God’s command is that
. we be happy for that individ-

ual: “Rejoice with those Who

s (Gencsns 37:28, Acts 7:9). Klmo.“" (Romans 12:15). Our .

Saul \de%lopcd an cnvmugf LilEd]
tude whén he realized that' David -
was overtaking'him irf populamy
- (I Samucl 18:7-8).

3

. destructive inj nature. Romuns
“1:29'ists enby in the same catego- |
ry as' murders and fornigations,
.piny that in one way Oi
destroy both mind and

Obviously, thereforé, envy is

an . attitude that must ‘be elimi-
nated from thc Chr;stlan llfc
{ Peter 2:1);

. ¢

From these few Abibhcal exam-
rles we can see that env

nother-

proach should be afie of hulping
the individual toward success.
Consider the: example, of John
the. Bdptist. He pad acqunred a
sizable foliowing. People came
5 Argy I| O LU+ 3111)
" preach (Mutlhcw 3:5, Mark 1:5),
* and some even thought that John'
. may- have beén the expected
. Christ (Luke 3:15).
-1f John had wereljxbeen seek
ing the recognition: of* peoplt,s.
then he, had good reason to be’

th
&ome. a sposition in God's * "
h

57
satisfied. ‘But notice “what' hap: .

- - .pened--as- soon as--Jesus Chridt o
Envy is, how:ver. an integrnl '

arnvcd on the ‘scene. John£




J

]

« of attention on Christ,‘telling the

crowds, “h\ ts He who, coming
after me, is preferred before ‘me,
whose sandal strgp | am wot wor-
‘thy to loose™ (John 1:27).

Later John acknowlcdged of

Jesys, “He must ingrease, but 1
must decrcase” (John 3:30).
John recognized that whilke he

was'preaching alone he had a’

major role in the work of Géd.
But he also knew that as soon as
another person was appointed to
fuJfill a more important position,
then he should gladly submit and
offer help to that individual.
_Look now_ay
- son Jonathan. [Jonathdn reacted to
David in.4 mf cr totally unlike

.

) his father dxd, . )
. / r-,-"&athan co,;lld have expected
o to be the next king of Israel, but

~ somehow he must have known'

that David, was._to receive that
position. And he handed David

_ his robe, sword. and bow, almost
- as symbols of the authority being
* passed to the already anointed son

f Jesse (1 Samuel 18:4). .
Y Probably: from their first
# cncounter, a great friendship
developed between the two young
~ men. :Each ‘was willing to serve
: the other wnh' no thought of -per-
sonal gain.”

Humanly speakmg, " Jonathan

ex-shgphcn& But k¢ didp't. And
Jonathan’s cxaraple of _encourage-
ment and help for one who was to

Rt} il

L3

)

.’ receive prbmotion nd honor is

A carhal rgac on.

Unfortunateiy, we are moreﬁ

often inclined to think -inwardly”

“— or, gven say outwardly —
. sor’ne’thing-ﬁalping -t;he‘-',]ines"cr“"‘

“*Huh!If bnly they knéw what so -
“and 50 wi§ really like, thcy'd have
"“given.nethie' promotion.”

= ~ Butitis well to r,jsmember that

“an_opportinity-or a hig]

may be given to.an mdmdual in

order to‘stretch that person’s abil-;

xty Geing. through the - testipg
*‘that.a ew posmgn oﬁ:ers helps |
" someone grow. -

i Consider this:-It:might be that
“you. have already ‘\growrr in thal

particular aspcct of life and com-

stepped .down and left the focus ;

the life of Saul's

. could have becbme envious of the

S e e N
pleted that part of the course.
However. if you allow envy to

reward.

- And b«.arthls in mind, too: We
arg not all, equal. While the over-
- all goal of the Kingdom of God is
.cgmmon to-all real Christians,
“our ‘individual potentidls within
ythat framework are diverse. To

Achieve His purpose, Godehas to '

deal with us in different ways.

If 'we remain close to Ged in
prayer and Bible study, then He
will. work out a way_ of giving us
-just what is needed in our live§)
God also knows that what we

- need is not always what wc,‘

want}

If, in. spllc of fervent pl‘aycr
~.about spme need. you fegl. you
“have, some position you would

hope will-come\yoyr-way, you are
“passed over, then remember this:
“To whom much. is given, from

“Am’ that 1
' seen.
Disappdintmgnt now %ould be
better than. pomble failure later. .
.Having an\envious attitude

“toward anothey indiyidual is like

certai ould have

¢
“ having a cariderous growth in .

“ your body, It \will eat, awdy at.
our mind dnd| give you .a gis-
d_view of the -attributes of
othcrs and. y urself. As tiie
thor of Proverbs.
.. observ:;' “Envy §s rottenness fto
{he b()nes" (Prov :ﬁ%
People in this
envious of- film
tycoo‘ns and the like who I
expensive homes,. drive flas
. cars, and generally’ seem to
ot g mg for them — physncaﬂy,

at le .
Pe,:haps‘we m God s Church .

¢

rtoo,—Andw~vASé~;hHex{»—Hme~yed»~are—~~~~ ——
-tempted to.envy the’ blessmgs of ‘ ’

maybe we lhmk the world has got
“it casy when we look at the trigls

.. that we and other: Chnstxans héve‘ '

.‘to endure.

On one/occaswn David Jet
. sinfilar thoughts get the better of .
envious of the,
. . they have more-than -

“*him: “For- 1 w
boastful ,

S .
€, ?\' ) R

- enter your mind, then you may
" lose out altogether on thc ﬁnal -

like'to bein or fin opportumty you

“heart. could” wish.

him much will be x qmred,?
(Luke 12:48)f Then &igyoursglf i

have cleansed my- ht,an in vain,

.and washed my hands in |nnd-

cence” (Psalms 73:3, 7, 13)." |
‘But those thoughts lasted but.a
short time: *Until I went into the -

.sahctuary,of God; then I wnder-

stogd their. end. ... For indeed,

. those who are far from You shall,

~

| answer.a prayer offered in dincer- ~

¢ assignment through?” -

perish™ (verses 17, 27).

“1he people in this world have
no possessions that will lass, so .
why be envious‘of them? And if
we are inclined to think their lives
are_trouble free, then we, too,
should consider the soon-coming
end rcsuh »of thls world s ways

The antidoto

.. The antidote for envy is lovev[

(1 Corinthians 13:4), and, that

comes from God’s Holy Spirit.

If we have trouble acknowledg-.
ing the success of others, then we .
need to dsk God for help He will

ity, for it is His will that we
develop' concern for others.
As-the apostle Paul wrote, “Let

" no’onie seek his own, but each one

the Bther’s well- -being” (i Corin~ -

- thians 10:24). And, from.the-

‘cere. _
above yourselves" (Romans 12:9-

same writer: “Love mast be sin-
Honor -one. another

10, NIV)s$
If an oppodithity presents'
itself for someone else, we" as

.Christians must do whatever we

can to make the situation work

“Léet nothing

« or conceid, but in lowliness of

- hate takes the happiness out of
life and makes us- miserable and .-

A4). E! -

. .mjpnd ot each gsteemn others bet-
. .ter than himself” (Phlllppians .

Envy will lead to hate. And

embittered. But, more important, .
hate is an attitude JThat will keep
us out of God’s- Kingdom. -

another, remember-"that we
should “walk properly... not in -
strife and envy. But-put on -the -
Dyrd Jesus Christ, and ‘make no,
provision for the fiesh, to fulﬁll
its ‘lusts”- (Romans 13:13,
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- imstruction is this: o
, be done through selfish ambluon
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o By Steven Botha

““Who Shall Separate Us?,

: ‘ :od wants “you to suc-
- ceed! - -

More thar anything eclse,
God wants you to fulfill your
incredible' human potential

- and be borm into His very
Family as an® immo"rtal ‘spirit
being!

Regular readers of The Good"

News know that tlie human desti-

ny is tremendously greater. than

most people realize. Throughout <

history, God has worked with
small groups of people for special

Eaa)

‘trials, and lists tribulation as the

first type of problem-that might
separate us from God:

Writing to the Church at
. Corinth. about his own experi-
:ences, Paul says, “We were bur-

. dened beyond measure, above
N slrength that we despaired, even

of life” (11 Corinthians 1:8).
ere was the apoestle of Jesus
rist suffering such intense*
tnais that he wondered if he and
‘his traveling compamons ®ould .
_even suryive!’ But rob- -
lems destroy them? Of course

purposes. He is domg the sameh, “not. The trials strcnglhened Paul.

today. - . ¢

-And our Father ln heaven has
never called a. person_ to failure.
. He is totally committgd to' our
.- suecess.
. As true Christians, though, we

~ all know that we must constantly:
face troubles and difficulties,

many of them intense. Could
these difficulties cause. us to fail?.
Could problems destroy us?

"' The apostle Paul asked the
same question. Notice Romans
8:35. Paul wrote: “Who shall sep-

Hec tclls us thcsc trials taught- :g
group, “that we should not trus
ourselves but in God who raises
the dead™ (verse 9). "

So rather ‘than destroy, these

. afflictions inspired frust in God.
Paul was able jo put the difficul-

ties he encountered.in proper per-
spective.. Are you? Tribulation

can and will bulld pur relatlon- i

ship-with God,’ lf we react prop-

~erly to'it. . .
The 'same can be said faor dis-

tress.. The Gregk word from.

mYy rightecousness! You have
relieved me when | .was in dis-
tress”. (Psalm 4:1). David said
God gave him breathing room —
“You have rclicved me.” God
gave David the strength to cope

_ with pressures and- grow as a

result.of. -difficulties.

“Paul says, “For when I am.
weak, then | am strong™ (11 -

Corinthians 12:10). A contradic-.
tory statement?- No. Paul is say-
1rYg that at times of yulnerability
in your life — at times when,
despite your best efforts, you can-
not extract yourself from distress
«—God will comc to your assis-
“tance, if yofi rely ofi Him and
strive to ohey Him. .

_What about persecution? Paul
wrote to Timothy, “Yes, -and all

who desire to live godly in Christ

Jesus will suffer persecution™ (11
Timothy 3:12).

"-This is not a pleasgnt thoought,
None of us wish ta %rsecuted
‘We want to be liked and accepted -
by the society around us. Unfor-
tunately, we often face opposition

_and even personal attacks from °

- \.

* arate us from the love of Christ?-
-Shail. tribulation, or distréss, or

persecution, ‘or famine, or naked- -

'mss or peril, 6r sword?”

It’s \a- life-or-death qyestion! -
‘\ Paul llsts seven types of severe
difficuities that God’s people on
occasion have to endure. Will
. such pressures eut you off from
God? Will they prevent you.from
winining your Christian struggle?
Let’s look at thes¢ problems and

discover how we can keeép them

“ from' destroying our relanohsmp
© with God. ‘

Our Chrlstian trials

ijialé are comn
God’s people. The lapostle Paul
himself endured some severe

_ i o
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n to alb of .

which distress is translated is ste-
nachorm. whxch literally means
*“a narrowipg.’ f
Perhaps you "have been on a
road that started out as a paved
road, then turned ‘into -a gravel
.road, then into a dirt lane and
finally ended. up as a track
‘through ‘the brush. The apostle
Paul usgs this word for *
g” b illustrate what happéns on
occesmn m our lives.
Have-y vou ‘ever felt that life was

. closing -in ‘on you" Mental and

°

emotional pressures designed by

the archenemy, Satan the devil,

to?
Nouce ng Davxd s response: -
:‘Hear me when I call, O God of

narrow- ’

can destroy you. But do t-hey have

employers, fellow workers, school
officials, government, even our.
own relatives who, unconverted,.
do' not understand or agree wuh
~what we do.
However, - Jesus: warned  His
- followers, “Woe to you when all
menp speak well of you, for so did
their fathers to the false proph-
ets” (Luke '6:26). He¢ added,
.*And you wxll be hated by all for
My name’s sake” (Matthew
_.10:22). :
Should we-allow persecuuon to
devastate us? No. But that’¢ the
+ only way it can — if we atlow it
to. If we are obeymg ‘God’s laws
and have doné nothing to. unnec-
-essarily provoke others against us,
persecution serwes as a reinforce-

[P,




© ment that we are on lhc right ~
track. It builds. spiritual muscle
‘ — and gets rid of spiritual flabbi-
N ness.

Notice what our Savior,’ Jesus
Christ, went on to' promise in
Matthew 24:13: “But he who’

_ endures to the end will be saved.”
Nothing, perhaps, shows us more
clearly how deeply committed we
are 10 Jesus Christ than persecu- -
tion.

When persccunon comes
alqng, we learn how solid our con- -

. victions are, One thing is .abso-
Jlutely sure, though: we can un-
equivocably depend on Jesus

hrist to stand with us during
any persecution we may suffer for
His sake (Matthew 10:19-20).
. 86 once aghin, we find that a-
L pressure that could splm\.nally'
cripple us can attually strcngth@n
“us instead. 1 '

Y

s

in want and danger

- We are hvmg in "an age “of
dwindling  resources. Severe
»- shortages, which a few yearssago
were enerally restricted to-
Thlra}and Fourth-World na-
. tions, are now affecting more and
more of humanity. ’
" Bible prophecy . clearly. ‘states
that these shortages will continue
- and intgnsifly. How are- God's
pcople going to fare durmg trymg
times to come?
First, let’s conmdcr David's
: wards: ““Behold, the eye of tfle
_ 3 . _Lord is _on those. who fear Him,
-+ on these.xho hope in His mercy,
to deliver their soul from death; |
and to keep them alive in famjne™
{Psalm 33:18-19). For reinforce-
ment, the message is repeated in
{Psalm 37:25: I have bech young,
= and now am old; yet I have not
}  seen the righteous forsaken, nor
1 his descendants begging bread.”
i

King David enjoyed absolute
confidence that God would, -
supply the needs of His people.

_____ . w—Ol:course, David could reflect on 11:29)

history. He knew.God miracu- -
lously fed the nation of Israel in
-the wilderness. He no doubt also -
recalled how God had supplied
Isracl’s need during his own day.
Jesus Christ reminds us .that
God .will sustain us. Notice Mat-

»

repents (Luke 15:10). .

thew 6:25-33. Jz:sug tells usn\o't to

. be overly anxicus about what we" -

will eat or drink or what we will
- wear. After all, the birds of the -
air are fed even though they-don’t
- plant or harvest..
Then Jesus adds: *'S& why do~
. you worry about clothing? Con-
sider: the lilies of the field, how
!hcy grow: they’ ‘neither toil nor .
spin; dnd yet | say to you that
even Solomon in ‘all his glory was
*not arrayed like one of thesc
(verses 28-29).
The message is plain: Jesus
..Christ and God the Father prom-
ise that our needs will be met.
‘And_not only will our needs for
) physncal sustenance be .met, but
we're also promised protection -

person is a pért of the body of ,
Christ. Paul told the church at
‘Rome, “The gifts and the calling,
of God are irrevocable™ (Rogfans

, her success. Paul tells us to look

" thor and [plcase note!] finisher”.

What have I done?” Absolutely
“not. He is thrilled at the calling of
‘a potential son of His. The angels

in héaven rejoice. when adsinner

After God calls someone He /selvcs to lose out on the trerien-
doesn’t stop and say: “OopsY | dous future that can be ours.

tion! O

Once 'God has called, someonc- _ -
He is totally dedicated to his or ' .

1o Jesus Christ, who is the “au- ~ %

of our fdith' (Hebrews "12:2). In_ b v
the same letter to the Hebrews, =
Paul adds anothér encouraging
note; when He remindg us that
‘God has said, “1 will never leave
you nor forsake you” (Hebrews .
13:5). . J .

Let's return nou to Paul’s
Question, “Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ?” :

- Paul] "was confident that no .~
external pressure could- scparale T

_us from the love of Jesus Chirist. L ‘

In Romans 8:38-39 he says: “For .- .
I am persuaded that neither death

g S L

- — He is doing-everything to help

us succeed). But even so, we Y
could separatg ourselves from ‘
God. If we neglect our relation- - -

.

y We-Can-ause ogr=—""""

God is totally committed to our
success. He wants us to be part of
His wonderful Family. It be-.
hooves us not-to_reglect salva-

from ‘peril and sword. In Psalm  nor life, nor angels nor principali- w
'34:7 David. says, “The angel of ties nor powers, nor things pres- s )
the Lord encamps. all \around  ent nor things to come, nor height ) .
- those who fear Him, and dehvers nor depth, nor any other &reated
: them ‘thing, shall be able to, #parate-us 4
' God assigns ‘His mighty angcls ‘ from the love of God 'ch is in &
who sdrve as mxmstermg spirits,  Chirist Jesus oud Lord,”. * .
to watéh over His people. Add to How fantasucaﬂy reassunng' ;
this that G says Fle will give us . v
peace o d: “And'the peace of A wdming o
God, which surpasses all under- "God has .given us strong .
slanding. will guard your hearts - cncouragement that, once He
_and minds through Christ Jesus”  begins. to wwotk with us, He
(Philippians 4:7). : intends to see us through to suc-
Onge again,” we are assured  cess. — birth .intd God’s ‘Family
that none of, these difficulti€s can ) (Philippians 1I: :6).. No external
separate bis frgm the Jové of Jesus  force can stbp us. There is one
Chnsl N wa%'v we can fail, hiowever. K
’ ¢ can stop ourselves!
Not called t6 'a“""' It .would bg unrealistic not o
We _have m_bemwaued_xm_M&omwmn WAy
failure! gave: “How shall ®ve esg g '
Paul understood. that- and * neglect so. great 2 sa vanon > ‘o
‘emphasized it repeatedly. Look at  (Hebrews 2: 3).. '
I Corinthians 12-18. for instance. No outsid¢ pressures could .
Here Paul tells us, “But now God _ ever separatc us_from God —
has set the members, each one of - small or great < long or short — -
‘them, in the’ body just as He™ even all the power of Satan him- \ -
~ pleased.” It pleases- God that a  self (God certainly won't stop ug, AN .
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o True Spmtuahty WhatIsIt?

j : o
! “He seems 5o spiritual.” Have you heard this phrase used about -
! ;T . someong who emotionally expresses religious-sounding phrases? '

3 4. = o " Is emotion and sanctmlomousness all there is to true spirituality?
E; Pl - L -

® Chnstlans Must Have Hope'

; i BT - " B o " We often hear of faith and love, but what about hope" Is -

hope merely watered-down faith or wishful ihmklng Read ~ -y
Ty how you ‘can have a confident hope — and why you need it S N

o Does Satan Have Your Consent"

LT "'Ever since th¢ Garden of Eden, Satan has been subtly
' manipulating humanity — without our consent. But you can
- become aware of and check Satan’s influence.

o Your Spmtual Olympl

Worldwnde attentmn will soon be focused on the summer |

Olympic Games. God’s Word offers many spmtual lessons w”e ‘

can learn from the Olymplcs g _ j T

‘o The Artof Christian Conversation @~
__Your unprepared spontaneous conversation is lmportant —_— Aﬁ ] 1 :

U ~ your words reyeal a great deal about your character. Heres ~ o
‘g -+ how you can evaluate and refine your conversatnon : T

| ¥
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