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Fraud. ..Or Fact?’

Can men: actually commuricate with

What does the Bible say of spiritism?

departed spirits? What about the witch of Endor? ~

-

\

13

I \there anythmg to spir-

itism?
ery and deception. Houdini,
of modern- times, exposed

numerous frauds. So also havé
.. Thurston, Walsh, Gearson and

spiritists have been conv:cled
fraud and imprisoned.
E or sle:ghl ‘of hand!
- >the deceptions are carefully and
- scigntifically sifted .out, there

remains. something 'to. be ac-

NATURAL EVENTS thai cannot be

e;ﬁhancd—a-.., e v

Granted, there is ‘trick+

one of the greatest trick artists

many another. Some leading.
of plain dishonesty or commdn -
Yet not afl spiritism is fraud

When all the frauds, the lrxcks.

counied [or — some real SUPER- - .

By Herbert W-Afmstrong

You, and their glory: for this has -
been delivered 1o me, and 1 give it .
to whomever | wish. Therefore, if -
You will worshnp ‘before me, all

will be Yours™ (Luke 4:6-7).
Little wonder,sthen, that spirit-

ters. Now, spiritism has obtaing
-~ millions of fo!!owers."h i$ 8 REL{~
GION masquerading under thc :

name of Chnsnamty
Spiritism is based on the devil’s
§fst recorded lie! The devil has

chkod spirits ln conirol

. like to admit it, the Bible plainly

The apostie Paul was inspired to
write that human beings must

struggle “against powers, against - °
4 the rulers of the darkness of thik..

{4 world, against wicked spirits in
" high_ places” (Ephesians Q: 12,

] i”‘*“fkmﬁﬁﬂffd*vvr’s‘imr
- : feadmg) ‘

, Jesus Christ never cmuesled
Ssﬂan s claim that all the nations
of the world were his. Said Satan:

ﬂ] this auihonr) the con-,
144

L%
- +
» . »

Whether or not human.beings . ~ *°

teaches that supernafural Powers.: -
conirol and  uvperate this world.

of the nations - will give

comrolﬂedand opera!e by *

| Mogern spiritism had its birth
al Hydesville, N.Y. -in 1848. It
began‘ with the famous Rochester

[cked spnmﬁ in high places!

_knockings beard. by the Fox s

Wy PN i, o e : C
foy L ’

o mrmmmwmmm'
believing that the dead can’ mlk .

- with the liviig!. - ¢

© The ﬁesd eam\ot talk
‘with the lving

Notice what Jesug said sbout o
S Aogust 1988 1 L7




t the dead: “Do not marvel at this;,
" for the hour is coming in ‘which’

all who ‘are in-the graves wiLL

HEAR is voice and come.

forth . .. 0. the resurrection”
(John 5 2 ).
The d

_with the living!

Bul the DEVIL must pcrpctua >
. his lie! He must make it appea)
that the dead can communicate
" with the living. That-is' why the
. mar\festations 'of spiritism exist

o — 1o perpetuate a lie!
) Spiritism is a3 work of DARK-
nNEess! Paul warns us, “Have NO -
FELLOWSHIP with the unfruitful

" works of DARKNESS, but rather .-

expose them' (Ephesians 5:11).
Miliions of dollars have been
filched from unthinking people
. who have lost loved ones and who
have sought to contact them in’
‘the DARKNESS of spiritist'séances.
. GoDs blcasmgs come without
price. But it costs money to fel-
- lowship spiritism’s DARK NESS!
Extorting money from inno-
.cent victims on behalf of the dead
“is @ RACKET. ALMOST, 6,000 YEARS
oup! The racket is controiled by
" Satan the devil. §piritism, hawev-
er, is not its only form. This rack-
et even manifests itself in
" powerful denominations. Sorrow-
ing relatives are asked to pay to
relieve ‘their loved ones from suf-
. fering supposedly occurring-on
the other side of death!

Two kinds ‘of angoll

§ Since not’ aJI spiritism is tnck-
—e}y;ant-st
mmunicate wnh the hvmg.
en what power causes the phe-
~" "pomena Qf-spirifism? s
e , Remcmber that this world is

h:d by SUPERNATURAL .

mrr ‘POWERS. Satan is called

“the “ruler of this world in threg

e “distinct scriptures — John 12:313
S .14:30 and 16:11. chalhegudof
. " this age whom- the world wor-
-ships in ignorance! Paui said,

“The god of this world [qr “age™}

T hatdy
which behewe not, lest the light of
- the glorious gospel of Christ, who

‘ ~ P ~is the image of God, should shine

" unto them” (ll Conmhw_ﬂs 4.4,

AVYy. - L
: The Brﬂﬁ.reveals lhal there are
L. 2. The GOOD NEWS
- * . e W e

- who
“to helf and delivéred them into -

(-

_ séances, semetimes throug

" only two classes of spirit \beings‘
" created by God. Man is NOT spir-

it. He is mortal flesh. Paul wrote
-,of man, "‘For this ‘corruptible

‘must puf on, incorruption, and

‘this ynortal ‘must put on. lmmor~

d cannot commumcatc " tality™ (I .Corinthians 15:53).

Here: are the, two classes ot'
spirits: .| L h
¥) Obedu'm angels of God.
Paul wrote: * to which of the
angels has Hc ever said: ‘Sit at
My right hand, uil } make Your
encmics Your footstool’T Are
they not all ministering Wirits’
sen} forth to minister for those
who will inherit salvation?” eHe-»
brews 1:13-14). Obedient angels
are spirits -sent to minister to
tortal; fleshiy human beings who -
arc heirs to salvation — heirs to

“immartality!

2) Demuns or {all?n angels,

" subjeet to the princely: duahenty
,‘of Satan the devil. Sawan is thes
“ruler of the demons™.

{Mark
3:22). We read of Satan and: his
angels in Revelation 129, AV:
“And the great dragon was. cast
out, that old serpent, called the-
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth

- the whole \!}Jrid he was cast out

into the earth, and his angels

were cast out with him” The

apastle Peterwrote of them; “For |
if God
irmed, but cgsi them-down

chains of darkaess, v be reserved
for judgment” (11 Per 2:4). |

“The two classes of created spir-
it beings are both ungels” The

obedient, the other class m’

IBE-
DlENT .

The Hirits mzmaf;mng, th m» :
selves through spirstism are of
second class — WAUKED spivils.

Cause of demon possession
The '‘demons manifest their

POWErs in Varlous ways —— suine-

times in the Jarkness of spiritist
pos-
sessing the mental and physica)

ve—miinds- of them——attributes ot human beings Fiis——

latter form is often termed demon

‘possession. There are’ several

inleresting cases recorded in the
Bible. Turn 0 Acts 16:16-18 and
nolice one example:

“MNow it happened, as we wem

. But Paul, grea

id not spare thesungels

re

=—of-Gad?Have You-com
\ torment us betote..the nmc o

%herd of swing.’

to prayer that a certain slav girld '
possessed wnyx a spirit of divina-
tion met us, who brought her
masters much profit by fortune-
telfing. This girl followed . Pau}
and us, and cried out, saymg,,

- ‘“These men ‘are the servanfs of
‘the Most . High &God, who pro* )
claim to us the'way of salvation.’,
And: this she did for many days.

) annoyed, turned 0
and said;to the'spirit, 'l command .. ~
you in the name of Jesus Christ
to come dut of her.” And he' came ~
oul that very hour.” ~ B

Natice that evil spirits can'pos-
sess the mental and vocal facul- " -
ties of human beings. They
impersonateor pretend that they.
are human beings. ‘_Théy ofien
manifest their powers in connec-

“tion with telngnon to deceive.tnno-

"‘cenl victims or to bring. Feproac -
‘upon. the name of God by their 1

misconduct, as in the example of
Acts 16
In other instances they uulazc
human facultics in a violent man~
ner. Institutions for the insane are
Yilled with helpless human beings
~ possessed with spirits of welegcc : ;
Notige the-example found m. N
Matthew 8:28-32: i
© *When He [Jesus] had wome
to the other side. to the country -
of the Gergesgnes, there.alet Him -
‘two ‘demon-possessed ‘men, com-
ing out of the tombs, 2xceedingly
- fierce, o that no onc*could pass
. that way. Ang suddealy they”
cried out, saying, "What have we
16 do with You, Jesus,’ You :son

Now ‘a good way oFf from them
" ihiére was a hceJ of many swine
feeding. So the demons bugged
Him, saying. "If You cast us vut,
penmnit uy o go away ing the
And He said to
_them, 'Gou.’ S¢ when they had
conie opt, they went mto the herd
of swine. And suddenly the whole .
herd of swine ran violently dowa -
the slup-plga:z: inio. a’ﬁE‘fﬁa,m@-

‘Here is ‘an eump!e ol;, she
Tpuwer of cvil spirits — lhe very .
evil spirits ampermnanng lost- -
loved ones in spiritist, séances.
- God condemned spiritisin cen-
tgria RGO, Here are His “words:




La

. N -~ A .
“Regard nof them that have
familiar spirits, neither after
wizards, to be defiled by them: 1
am the Lord your God™ (Levxl:-

-7 ~eus 1931, AV).
: Afamtl:ar spirit is apafu,cular
T spirit’ who associalestSEIT with-a
spiritist medjum, who is usuallya
woman. A familiar spirit is-often
. called a guide because it ‘guides or
. -.contfols - the séance for %he
" medium. A wizard is a male
‘human being who acts as an
-instrument of wicked spirits. -
In this verse in Leviticus, God
warns His peopie hot to attribute -
divine power 10 women or men
who act as slaves of evil spirits,
not 10 regard whdt they say. We
are 10 regard what God says and *
- to attributé-power to Him! He is
- the Eternal your God' :

KA Spiritism condamnod in Blblo

v Again, notice God" scondemm~
" tion of spiritism in Deuteronomy
. 18:9-12, AV:
" *“*When thou art.come into the
, land which the Lord my God giv-
. _ eth thee. thou shail not tearn to
] do after the abominations of those
nations. There shall not be found
‘among you any one that maketh.
_ his von or his daughter 10 pass
" through the fire, or that useth °
divination, or an observe?® of
_‘limes. or an enchanter, or a witch,
‘ora charmer. or a consulter with
famﬂhar spiries, or @ w:zard ora.
ﬁeuonmntrr .
- For ‘al} that.do lhm lhmgs
. an: an ABOMINATION. unto the

~-

-

v

-

s T

@ .

ANATIONS the Lord thy Ged doth
drive them- ﬂlhe genu!es] out
- “ from. before thee.” .
R Smrnmm is an ABOMINATION
- 1o Gud. He drove oul the gentiles
: “in the days- -of Jﬂsbna for permit-’
" ting: spmusm -
_And the same- pumshmcnl is
coming upon, -our nations for peg-y
milting spiritism and its kmdrd
>~ aris o flourish? = .
" Naotice that God. amdq.mns the

7 Witcl, 8 woman: who™ prete
{ . comtadi the “spjrit™ ei bclovad
: one who has recently | A aﬁd

. @ consuiter of famifiar. spirits,
usually @ woman who contacts a
_ particular - spifit’ for: mfotmapoﬂ
: --andawnwdand&aecmm

" God in order R

zﬁrd—zmdmf—thcsﬁm&r—*—(ﬁaimﬁw—

cer, one who professes o predict
the future by the art of communi-
cating with the dead.

~ These are all forms of spir-.
itism. All these forms are con-
demned by God Almighty. Spir-

itism'is evil. Itis a dlrec‘wnsmb
mentality of the DEVIL. Because it

.is so evil, God condemns those
.” who practice spiritism and those
who seek to contact the dmd in.

its séanc

God means business.
question of following spiritism
and rejecting eternal life or of
rejeciing spirilism and obeying
recei've eternal
life.

Spiritism perpctuates the dcv-
il’s tie that the dead are not really

~dead. God says we must come 10

Him 1o oeraiN-cternal life: “For
the wages‘of sin is DEATH, but the
gift.of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus gur Lord™ (Romans
6:23). Spiritism is condemned as

“one of the produyts of human

carnality — as fruit- of the
flesh. Paul wrodg: “Now' the
works of the Resh are evident,

which are: aduliery, fornication, *
uncléanness. Heentiousness, idola- -
“try, sorcery, hatred. contentions,

jealousies, outbursts of wrath,

selfish ambitions, dissensions, -

heresies, envy, murders, drunken-
ness, revelries, and the like; OF
WHICH | TELL 10U BEFOREHAND,
JUST AS 1 ALSO TOLD YOU IN TIME
PAST, THAT THOSE WHO PRAC-
TICE SUCH THINGS 'WILL NO¥
INMEKIT THE KINGDOM OF- Gon

Saul’s axp-mm:o
with a witch

One of the mast noted portions
of Scripture — yet ene of the

[easi vaderstood — is the caseof

Saul amd the witch-ay Endor. This

" story is found in. 1| Samuct 28.-
,Noilcc verse 3-of this cbapier .

“Now Samuel had died. and all
Israel had iamgmed for him'. and
Dumw HiM N Ramans, in  his

It is a.

——obediencein-governmment admin=——

er ... when Saul saw the army of
the Philistines, he was afraid, and
his heart trembled greatly. And
when Saul inquired of the Lord,
- the Lord DIDNOT ANSWER HIM,
¢cither by dreams or by Urim .
- [through the high ‘priest] or- by
rke prophers™(verses 3-6).
“God would not listen to Saul.
Saul had been disobedient, Samu-
el had been inspired Yo tell Saul,
“For rebellion is as the sin of
mtchcraﬂ" (1 Samuel 15:23).
. What did Saul do? “Then Sau!
said to his servants, ‘Find me a
woman who is a medium, that 1
may go to her and inguire of her.’
And his servants said to him, ‘Ia
facy, there is & woman who is a
medium at Endor’ ™ (1 Samuel
28:7).
. 'Remember that Samucl wal
buried in Ramah, located in the
territory belonging to the tribe of
Ephraim (1 Samue! 1:1, 19). But
the Philistines and Saul were now BRI
near Lake Galilee, in Mount Gil- -+~ ~
boa, near Endor, about S0 miles
from the place in which Sanfuel
was buried. = -

The might before the battle
“Saul disguised himself and put
on other clothes, and he wgni, and
iwo men with him; and they came
to the woman by night. And he
said,.'Please conduct. a séance for
me, and bring up for me the one |
shall name, to )ou' - (I Samuel
28:8).

Saul sinned by seeking a witch.
If God. would not answer Saul by .
a prophet because of Saul's dis-

R it

-~

- L] B -

.
o s oy W

-

-

L]

FEREAICT oy Se——

istration, how much more would
God refuse 1o answer Saul bya -
prophet when Saul sought 16 a
witch! . Remember that Samuel
. was & propher (Acis 13:205and s,
Jjudge (1 Samust 7:6, 15-17). ’
- God would ngt use a propiiet t
answer Saul! . "
In other \wrds. God would not
. use Samuel the prophet to answeér
»Saul; neither would God use any
other mears, for that matter. God

o
o
&

i AL L el

N

“Notice thay ~Samuel— sbsolutely refused o listeyr to s
u&sdead and buried. He was nm Saul because of his rebelﬁmus LT

t(fce. . attitude.
ontinuing: ~And Sq,ul hqd

But. notice . what bappened
put’ the medibms and the spirit-  “Then -the wonrap said, ‘Whom

ists out of “the land. Then the shall [ "bring up for you? ™
Ph:hsunes gathered togeth~ ;

(Coaunued ona page 23)
3
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(:ood News d The Plain Tryth .
know, lhe pmghcm: erd- ume

L~ ‘. YMGOGJ'EWS

‘.)

terms.. :
But uninmvn to mnny students
A

~,
R .
) |
_ Here is the beast with
M seven heads = two. millennia bej'ore John
- R wrote the book of Revelation!~..
n . ' ‘ Eykev&ww:‘-fm‘mv ] .
. . * :
3 atan is the world’s ‘Beast —a mwe«'fuﬂ Satan- i ' bt —
o ! . ’ ite inspired goverament — will be -~ lhc ible, the seven-headed
. g;ga;lagil;g:‘erfelter ovenhrbwn at the Second Comi- -~ ~béast was a well-kgown symbol
> " ing of Jesus Christ. The govern- ¢ 5ome two miliennia before the
' From ancient times, he has - poq or God will thed be restored  _sime of the apistie Juhn — and.
e appropriated _and perverted “Rothis carth, Supplanging the gov-  centuries before the days of
- biblical doctrines, evenis and - erfiments of huma Revelation - Moses! . '
i " symbols and employed them  11:15). . _.Fiom the early ages. many af
J -Tor his own devious purposes. - Seven ;emune; befpre Ja"m s . the details oi*God 5 plan for man- .
1 “ Read here a dramatic example nme,lhc prophet isaiah also kRind — insluding ciements of
. . v unoomved by archaeobgy - the imggery, of the stayiug of-a ' prophetic symbulism 1argF to be
. . creature. from the 3ea 10 symboli- written down.in the &)oks of
;I T"' seven-head ant aly picture. thie unumph of -Daniel and “Reselation — ‘were
— m*thapttrhwf*‘thrbmknf— : I O]
o ‘ o Rcveiauon the apostie lohn “Isaiah deLBarcd “ln~ that day -~ vanis (sec ISaiah <6 10, Hebmws,‘
e ' " records that he sived, in- vision, - [at the end time] ﬂ\c Lord with  11:13, 11 Peter 4:21, Jude 14:15).
by “the shore of the sea. “And’ l,., His severe sword, grfat and  Not surprisingly: Satan early -
B _saw 8 beast rising up out of the strong, will pumish Leviathan the _appmprmed much of thi$ syms A
sea. having seven h&ads sa)s‘ fleeing” serpent, Leviathan that- . belism and introduced it imto- ..~ (-
-7 John tverse ). - " twisted serpent. 2nd He will slay pagaﬁ mythology am:! wamhaaa
. . Here. about. Aj) ‘)b God  the repuile that  is in ‘the sea” Why? .
- “ . .. . . showed jJohn, in visiln, the great  (Isaiah 27:1). ln Psalm 74:14; We shall. see ina memem.
o o world-ruling gentile kiggdoms of - this "Levigthad™ is ‘described as =
' . history, yepresemied as @ sevén. - beiny mu!ahea&ed L : Lolan the chilos 'm"“‘" Lo
o= . headed, Beast rising from ‘thesea -Bible nmbohsm. Satan *mong these gppmpnaled
h . Amlhev view of the Beast, at a hlmself 4% Di ‘?Luwd as . a &erpcn( symbeols was that of a seven-head-
T mﬂmmmmr @ ey with seven heads el bEast. 1 apciemt Canaanite” .,
. ".irg-‘;vRév'eﬂaiion ¥ (Requegst our . {Revelation W3, }, 20:2}. Re-  mythiology, the name of sthis mul-
" e free ‘ghoklet - ko s The. Bea.ﬁ? flecting, this S¥gEulisme Satan’s . tiheaded creature. was Loras or
C fm fuil dcwis) : systems .(ﬂ’ government are pic- ° Lothan. "The name Lotan is
As reg .geaders of The . tyred-in pnephscy in- cxmllar " believed"to be related to. the

Hebrew word leviathan {meaning -
“lointed monster™ or “serpent”),

Al




R »

and couly possibly be a, con-
L fracied form of rhe word. The
N formedable Lotan s ﬂcsuibed wn
M7 the ancient. accounts as “the

Lo, tyrant -weih scn.n he.s&a ™ “the
| - ~“the chaos
“ihe twisting >i:rpém"'

primgs al scrpem
1 ‘ monsier.”
T ‘and “the anciert dragon.””

+ i The sesen-headed Lotan ap-

" pears prumunently in the’Ras

Shamrs religious texis. These are

: anuk,m tablets "of po\cms and
[ CTGaEl TulEs. I Cane %

‘ vaacd a1 the site of ancient Ugaﬂl

’ ‘ i

1933 One of 1the greatest hads in

- Near !:.isncw srchaeglogy. ;ikicy

v

" mh\aum condemned sw si:ongiy by
God 1n the Old YTestament:

thology of the ancient Near.East.
TAmong some peupic: the seven-

offered 10 ym.

¢ 1A “West Semitic . mylho!ogy.

Lotan “ruled ‘the rivers:and. seas.

I the. Ras Shamra texts,” u_m
. - . n & o .

northern Svria from 1929 w0 -
el us -much about the (dmﬂm!e ’

cAccounis of 1his. monsier, havq‘_ ,
s also been duxcjn-cr d. at: various-
k sites astward m M wpandmm i
is' a regular element an .the my--

headed Lotan was even. wm:hlped'
as a god. .and" sac:nsaces were

. was challenged to baitie'by the

god Baal,. who slew him with
magic wedpons after a furious
battie. Tkeé victorious Baal then
receiveq the: homor of supremc
kmgshu§ :
Piciured in 2 cyimder secal
impression from Tell Asmar in

Mesopotamia (see photo above) is -

the seven“headed dragon under
-attack. Four of its. heads hang

Eamp and de! e:au:d The ﬁfm faces

17:10 for- an mlcresnng paraﬁ—
icﬂ) . -

. Miyth and Idg.,mj? e

here we have an ancient

accouni of 4 seven:-ticaded dragon

from the sea béing slain in order
to establish the rule of a god-king.
The paraliel with Bible pmp__,wy

- is too clear ta be, missed. Tke, -

triumph of the soon- coming
Kingdom of God ‘will be sccued

the hinal phase of his seven-head-

" ed_kingdom. - .
Anticipating the_book of Heve-

fation, Satam — the master pla-

inta m)ﬂmiogy and pagan wor-

ship. His object? -
To prepare the ground for bib-

" tical criticism in modern:times —

" 1o generale controversy and cast

- doubi on dhe”book of Rewaaucm'

, Just as somg critics today dis-
mrsa the biblical account of the
virgin birth of Jesus as a *throw-
back™ t0 2 more ancient mother-
“child motif & found in . ancient
Egypi {lsis and . Horus} and

POTEITTE (hhmr*mtd——'l’mr
muz) modem critics view the
" beast symbolism® of the book eof
- Revelation as a meré carry:over
of myih and legend Yrom a.ncnem
" Canaanite epits.

But what JIQhn saw in vision

was no mefe mythology! -~ - o

The days are fast” apprmchmg
“when all wilt sge with .their own
eves the fulfifiment: of Ged’s'

- unergng revelaiion. There is a

Beasi — and his days dre tum- -

“with_the downfall of Satan dnd ~ bered! The good mews is THat just "~

alicad lies lhe triumph of Gods .
" Kingdom over, ahns wmm s’ Sys-
tem.

This vision .is- ‘certain *— and

giarist — zmcncmly introduced a - the interpretation sure {Daniel .

’eoumcrfen c»f the same thcme _
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N Why d:d Jesus Chrzst express such L
concern toward those He mlied Yukewarm”? Why _ -

-

dtd He say He would rather z‘hey be “cold"?

s , f he young mian’s atti-
tude and approach to
. Jesus Christ-was not-

- chnﬂdhke"
Jesus. had Just taken little
children up in His arms, and
. blessed them. Jesus said, “Of
" ‘such is the kingdom of- God.”
then reiterated, “Whoever

18:16-1 7).
The young ruler, &m!der of sub-
stantial -prestige and honor, .‘
« sought from Jesus that fimal
ingredient that would, in like

Kingdom With a guise of humil- +
. iy, he -admitied to keeping the
. Ten Commardmgnis “from my
youlh.**He was quick to point out-
o his good poihts, and scemed desi-

. - tous of knowiag if there might be

) ythmg else he should be doing
«, —7if any smhg’néng remained.
‘He dudn’t: lpei:& ahé amwér ke
rccr.ned
- His cloak -of humn!uw :.hppcd a
- bit when he approeched Jesus

" By Robert C. Sﬁ’&‘m +

wnﬁa a salutation of ss.ubtle ﬂala o
" tery: “Good Teacher., what shall |

do to inkerit eternal hfc"" (verse
18).

Jesus peacted: “Why do ~you.
call Me good? No one is good but-
One, that is, God™ {verse 19).
heard ike profes-
' ‘He ‘e

" spite of Al his marvelous accom-

- #dbes not receive the kimgdom
of GMﬂe child will by .
. Bo meand ter. it (Luke °

plishmemts, “You sull lack one
thing. Seil all that you have and

distribute to the poor,” and you

wﬂﬂ have treasure in heaven; and

onie
tion sorrowfully and ‘went away.,

come, follpw Me™ {verse Zﬁ :
- Typically wncHildlik he
. young man received the

unahfyﬂwm for God's—for- hwaswrym‘rm X
Qr ke tboughn‘ﬁ: was (wm

23).

He professed a desire 16 hvc
rightevusly, but his fruits did not
bear cut the profession. He asked
what he might do to prove his
intentions, but when Jesus’ reply
did not meet his approval, hr;

wialked away.

He was guilsy. m’ bwmg fa!sc
witness!
James was mspuwd to write,

-

“A deub!emmded man is unsta-

[ bl im,all his ways™ Uams 18,; St
" Authorized Version). -

The young mman wamcd the

. Kingdom of God, but he did not ,

- wish  to, mlmqunsh his positions
and possessions.” He wamted to
“have his cake and eat it, t00.”
He had forgotten Jesus® words as
revealed in Luk® 14: TIf anyone
‘conies to Me and do@s not hate” *

" his father and mother, wifc and

.

. -children, broihen_b and sisters, yes,

“and his own life aisp, he cannot be
My disciple™ (ver 26)
The young ruler was notl will-
ing to forsake all in order to hc
".lesm Christ” s disciple..

.luua \unls us _hot

ln an agdmonition to the future

R l.aodlmn church, Jesus said: *l
know ‘thy wofks, ‘that thouw art

neither cold mor hot: | would thou
wert cold or hot. So then betause .-
.thou art lukewarm, and neilhem
cold nor hot, | will spue thee out &
of my mouth™ (Rewelauon 3: 15-§
’ ND A\V}
* Jesus is telling any wnf.h such}
an attitude, in essence, 'l wish s
you wum be hot, but if you mu%

(A Hemene




»

CwJosuy Cheld

e

you hc cold!”

I we as Chr Iulhmu nre lmt wo

will be alMthe way into - pulmuu

. ing with, oxvited with, bionlhmg.

- entlng, Nluuph\g - this way ol

o We “wrll have our urms

“lovked wroupd lhg tree of lile —

belig the trimk or

ving, wstl' wo the brandhes, -—

whore we maiy be drosged und

fourished by the Fathor, t
dyesser (Juhn 15:1-0).

en and. thzm literally moeaning
"UCGod in o ydu''y, W will have li-
tle Involvement. We will be jlml

'y barely there.

omlmmu o
p until qu N

The person who
e lukowarm vightsl

"Chrint's “return \lmply will nul

ke 1t juto God's Iﬁlngdnm. The

. parson who s hot, ‘'on the other.

hand, will lera)ly burst nto eter-

nlty as trmuubui of the Famlly of
Gl -

\hul \yhtl. about being . cold?

y would Jesus rather we bo -

. cold (han lukewarm?
Joesus unawers that for us in 1
Coribbians $:1-5: 1t I8 avtually
foported that there is sexuul
immorality ,among you ... und

you ure pullod up, snd huvp not

ruthgr mourned, that he who has
done this ‘decd might be tuken
uwny from ‘flnong you. |[There-
fore], deliver such g one to Satan
“ur thie destruction of . the Nesh,

“of My moin}

16 vlnc- ,

I, we e Tubowarin, wo will he :
nlhww sinnoring o doath. We |
“will be Incking real warmth o -
feoling ol enthusinam (the v;/(ml'
muhua/u,\m comes, from the rodes

'mld nor lmti »will BEW you out

conune you say, 'l
am rlob?” Rivg become’ wenlthy,
und hulve itecd of nothing — und |

do unot know: thut you 'nn.‘

wretehed, uimmublo. poor, bling},

und nuked" (Revohitjon 3:18-17).
Jesus remingded theny that thoy

- only thought ‘they ‘were rich,.
. when, in_rulity!

their, spiritunl
povorly was nmdc, obvious by

“ their conduct’.

i
They, piuiuuucd o I? 'mme-
thing shay lhcy wcm oy s

The lukewarm atfitude "
C I wis say wo nry Christinns, we

will be living us Jebus Christ doos,
Wewill walk as He walked, in
ubnnlulb'hunmmy with tGod the .
Futher in Lvuylhmu pertinent o
this wily of life. We will willingly
ublde by the rvulings and toach-
ings. o _the. Body of -Christ; into
which wo have been nwm!ully
added,
obgdienve, floyalty, involvement,
nithfulness, commityment, We
Il be socking correction in

prayer and. Bible mu(ﬂ. wpd - we

will aceept thinteorrootion as 1ife-

,ymvhlg‘ without any nmmpl ot

selfjustification, - -
The Lnodicean attitude mlkru

" bugh! lusun remurked, “Becunse

you sy .. ." (verse 17). Sell-Jus-

tification! The 'nodidean rc.pllm

in other words, “You don't
~understand — Lhis s why I'do it

this way."" Sell- juu(lhullinn.
“whetitor we are right .or wrong,

reveals wn, attitude thul i laun

HmH\thmrmuykbeﬂtmeHIWthmrchHder —

duy of the Lord Jesus.” ‘
CThe porson wilo s hot s all the

way, in' Giod's Church, The person

~ who In cold s ulhlhc. way ol ol
T Gud's Church < - but ma yet be
yuved llnuugh lhc crucible of lile
in Satun’s world. He may come ta
real repentince before the retyrn
- of Jesus Christ, und ux periéice
that harvelous change fiito the
GoB ¥ umijy in the lwlnkllnﬂ of un

- ey Wt Jesus' coming, The flesh

will not be relegut

‘ nnl douthe v
* But what n{mut the Iukc'wurm
person’? - (S
. Jesus ,l@id “bo thcn. becmuh

to that

may-be destroyed . but™ e spirit—ourmdmontdon

or-
f

i #

(Muluc

Even the patriarch Job, s

. “1f Justify - mysetf, wine own

mouth shall condemn me!' it | say,,
I uni perfect, it sl also prove’
me perverse’ (Job 9:20, AV)..

The lukewurm,. ploluwlng'
Christinn ‘'will feel ‘eyntortable
Justifying his lu;ar(hun -total come*
mitment. ‘He: wlll find qull and
eriticize the utul 5 quo.

The book of Maluchi c.hroni-
«eles othat lukewarm attiiude tor

SYoul” tring to- justify -giving -

"less th.lu th

“In what }wuy have we  defiled
bosl in um.rilicc

oy

'C'i’-,‘

will be tedly rich in - attitude regurding

Fhe—peopte usk, o

Nes | 12=14. Gud replicr

“I'he luhlu of lyu Lord is detiled;
/uml ity lrult. s foud, s con-
tomptibly.’ Vou lll‘Nll sy,
what 4 wu\éuncmal Aind you sneer
ut it . you bring the stolon, _
the Imm:. and the sick; thuy: you
‘bring un offering! Should 1 uuwpt
this from. ‘your hand?. .. But

. cutupd be the decoiver wlm lmu in’

i Nock w amide, und makes o
© vow, - but sacrifices W lhg Lard
whist s blemishod - forf T'un o
prent King. . . und My,imlliu In to
be feared umong the nations,”
Our profession, at biptidm, was
to go ull the way, We said, by.
words and actions, that we -
‘wanted Glod toteach us Flis ways,
We had supposedly vounted the -
ciRi, We wore, ut least " brietly, W
.~ childlike. We yre. ut that time,
hot. o
Subscquent. &*umllng through -
the book of Malnehi shows that
the people had un q"“umonmllvc
Marilage rela-
thonships (tl‘uplm 2). and finun- -

. cial obligations (chapter - 3) In

< enol cise there is nn attitude of
being neithiorgll the way nvolved
Lin thisdway of life nor, gh the’
othw( hand, all the way ot
" Rutler, "thgre is“a de lre o'
maintid. 1, Gde that ¢duld be ©
phrised this way: “Isn't It botter .
thlt- 1 lave o litdle involverment
“thun ngite at all 7 Tan't it better ta, .
have "B lewst. o' focade of tighe
teousness = attendin g, services -
musi ol lhc tHime, sending at. leint
_Some mongy (oven if ot a full
Ctiihio), wllowing sell to suwumbm

‘Oh,. v

Sl

dmnkenncwuﬁgluﬁ‘.‘my et
.vlonally. picKing and . choohing'
“thosg, urcay of, (hrmliunlly in
whiuh I feel um\lu; table?" -
L Jewuy € *hrist mnphmlu\lly uys
thut is mot ‘so. “I would (hou' wort
. cold or hot,"™ No iy bclwcen Not
- Jukewarm;
How seriouy: i» il‘l Jcsus auya to
“those who ure lukewurm that.
Cwill spow them out; or vomit

- thest' up. In other ‘woids, lukc-" '
- wirtiinens sickons the \fury. amm-

B DU DR
. Bhing lukewarm '
;!m“ ‘Christ:’ *”’ .

A0} tuk«;q fuith to live God‘s why :
of life.. Jeguu, inupircd. “Now. t.ho

R (Au‘éust,;,ma( [

b




junl nhnll jive by- fmlh bul il any-
one druwa bick, My soul luis no

plonsure in him™ (Hobrows -

10:38). Add in, vopsts 26427 of’
the samer dmpwr. He rominds,.
“For il we sin willfully sfter we
huve recelved the knowledge of
the truth, there no longer remning *
u wacritice tor sing, but a eertain

fearful expectution of judgmont, . -

and_ fory indignation whioll will”
devour the udversuries."” '
How ure we lukewsriny ¢
Jesus relers to “those w‘lm walk
aecording to the flesh in tha lust
of uncleanhens apd despiya an-
thority, ‘Thgy are presumppuous, s

< helt-willed; they are not uifuid to

" dpoak evil of dignitarfes”™ (11
Poter 2:10). They argua, 'They,
Justify! They are guick t ‘tulk

i bnck o the mthrisy of Almighty
Goul. And they ‘are trily Beuring

o fulve witness! Profossing to be
' ('hnunun ~ followers of Christ
their condyct tetully violutes

tha niature of tat Christ, #1
The Guidebook to,our profes-
©ysion exhoriy: “Now by -lhiq we

W wholuheuncdly in sgop

| L .t T
I : o L]
. AR e .
v B o
1] ) I | ! '\'\ ' o , '._
{ . ( ; I .v , K s -
& | "x . o k
. : ‘ : ’
W will know und Know’ that thowe Bollo:u. dwlrlncu ungl golj-
wi know the'verueity of the Word - cies ind doing them, Being cold
of God; us revenled in the puges  meuns digigreeing with thcm and
of the. Bible. We will huvp pored  wulking the othor wiy. T

over und’ ingested ith life-giving

. words: of {nstructign. We will

" huve proved tho fuithfulngss of
God, jicorporating into our lives
His every word,

irrofutably where the Church Is
that Jesus Christ silyd He wmlld
build. We will know the basic
belicty of that Church and bgliove
them. We will ‘know intirately
~lin: Church's’ busic douctrines as
revealed in Hebrows 6:142, and’ -
‘will ubide by them with overy
fiber of our being.

+ . We will be attuned to the poli-
cien ol CGod's Chufeh which are
generatod, fromt the top duwn
ageording to the system of gov-

ﬂrmncm God has pluced in Hig -~

Church, und will ‘desire to v
wﬂh

them, Vo,
I 1 Corpyhians, 11, u!wr
explumlng lho Churth teaching

‘O"

And we will huve estublished

All the wuy in, or all thp wuy \
out!” .
“Weing lukewarm destroys cha¥- v
actor. Heing leks than total in our :
commitment allows lor pretense,
spirituul game-playing, and bears .
false witnows. In othior words,

" brouks the cumnmndummn of .

(iud.

“I am the Lord your God,"”
t‘hundcrn the Crewtgr, “You shali
huve fo other gods belure Me”

(Exodus 20:2-3). Peter said,

indpired by Jesus, “For by whom -

« porson is ovorcome, by him ulse ™

ho is bruughl Ante bondage™ (11,

Peter 2:19)." Anything lews /N\hn

tolal commitinept produd

double:mindod peraon, um?“ no

“ono {un dorve two nimaters. (Mat- »

thew b:24).

LIf. we vidlate the First: (mw P
v mﬂmﬂuenl, we. becime guilty of
.breaking the remUining nine

(James 2:10). We tuke the nume

¢f Gud by ;Yrulcssum 10 be Cheis-

)

e
3

o ; ‘_ v)" ¥ h RS tians, but it is in vain, ur withoyt

e S | i : © buais, i we live contrarily. 1t all -
B All the way m, or all the way uut! Bun& B e e

I A lb% than total in.-our ;c)mnulnwnl allows ;,ommuuwm No conmundnient

B e . fuded [ olution i we,
o for ‘pretduse, spiritual gdmc -playing, v i o
T BRI und. bears false witness,. In other words, S Dpritical in our grofession of
LA brc,wka ‘Gud’s wmmandmcma coee T | g
s ; 7 o Sy . s, Co Judgment on us now -

oo y NG 7
' 'Jmow t‘hul Qc khu
-, Keep, }Iin*’wmmundmenu

tim, if We

—whosys, know ;
5 not keep His uymmundmcmn. isa
Tiar, and - the truthis nut in’
“him. .
Him’ uught hitiscll also to walk
o-just as He ynlkcd" (1 Juhn 2:3-
6), If we walk in; (¢ way that
.Icuuu Chivist wants u‘},tu chouse,
"~ we. will be' hot

We. wiII have proved lhe dra-

iutic c:uqlcmx uf the creating

God. Family. ‘The world und the
universe ground us will have been

llg ' Payl concluged with,
~onestemsto-be

, He who says he ubides in .

< ynid s Obey-

regnrdiug btir” Ienulh\the upvllle
Wit if wny-

mmenﬁoms—w

huve no such clistum, por i the
churclies of Gl (veryd:

“Paul stuted the Sucts; reulizing

thiat theye wiight be sorpe who. -
‘would sof be in tolul agreeniem-.

and, whi would' be quick te

Udpress thut disugreement, and

estubliShied: vhe muthority “behind
those fucts by adding, “We have

no such uu,mm." ‘That's i, Paul,
“und be hot. l)lwbey. B

Justify, Ld\upmmuc, marntain &

6). v

“The Lurd is nol slack con-
gerning- Mis promise, as sume
wount slackness, tut is higsulter-,

e ing toward us,
‘any «should perish but that” ali
- should ‘come o repentagice” (F1
Peter 1:9). Civd has begun & good !
wurk,m us, and His desue is for l
“un 1o make it intg s Kingdum |
whihpwlm 1:6). "
. Why, then, if Jesus' desice iy
!ur us 1o make if, would that suine
¥ Jeaus expicss so graphically #at
. He would rether we be wk! l}ml '
hﬂév’iim‘ﬂ L
Let Jesus Illmsell Bnswer ih:t

A T

. revealed foius us - manifesia-
tion ‘of;the workd of & Creatin?
Designer, Lawgiver, Justainer,
- Orchestrator, Life-givey and ‘Re-,
sponder- to. the neadl of the cre=
atlon. e

RL rmeoonn&ws

quesiioning .puslqie
fukewsrin, ’

. Or, view the crescends of”
_ Giod's iburgeoning wurk from the.
. outside by bemg cold,

Dcinl.hat mwms qruin; wllh’.

.3 Lo o

L

o mamn m— e B by £e e

md"ﬁe 0

m §
T YAnd you have [utguilen ihc.. °
cxlummwn which speaks tn vou

a8 1o sons; ‘My son, do not deapise -
the chastening of the Lord, nurbe .
: v {Comtinued on page 22}
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“he incredibly powuful
wlnpuu. we' use to
lu,lp us, do Ahe work of

K()d s Church today has &

rious handicap: It is too
, lalnw .o .

“To be luir, not all purl-a of
Bur compgter are oo slow:

‘Yuu probubly know l!ml d

- wu#@_f\r_/ﬁ wctually Several dil-
ferent machings linked togethel.

of dmpluy or prmtoul Our CPU

could find your nume among the

wiillions of others on oyr mailing
lists in just o few nanoseconds,
but that wouldn’t help you, ot
your magazine, It must gomehow
pul lmt mlnrmuu m onto a label

I’rinling that lubc/

tukes time,
have u printer that
can print 300 lines
W nrinute, which is
preity tast. But
compared to the
capgeity of the
CPU 1o produce
information, it is
sstow and cumber-

some,

The problem s
, that while the CpPU
van’ flash nfoema-
sion ut the speed of
light, the poor
, Qau‘nlci is governed
——_ Dy 1he Jorce of
gmwlya and the laws of motivn
and inertin. Theve is a himit 16
how fust physicul shuchisery can

1]

hg:v inertdia and reaction time to
some oxtent handicap, the effeg-
tiveness of the physical compo-
nents of the work of God.

Spiritual components
slso rpact e

But how abow! spiritual com-
penis? The ‘a?irllunl compo-
ts are far mor¢ important than
the computers, word proccssors,
printing presses, television oim-
erus und other equipment thit we
need to preach the Gospel,

“The' spiritual comppnenty ure
the. people whom Ciod 'hnu culled
from‘around the world to support
His work. Jesus Christ hay picked
thuse peuple curefully and set
them in the work us it pleases
God (1 Corinthians 12:18).

The Bible in several places
describes God's peqgple us being
like the parts of h--&y Sorme are

tfnisters. Others are writers,
: uulleu\.herg, computer engi-

ters. ‘They don't all huve the
sime jub. Most - - the vast major-
iy~ wre not in the direct employ
of the work, ulthvugh they work
to_support it thrpugh their .

S it

L
3

THe purt that does the computing
is called the centrul provessing .

“unit, or C'PL.

) Yuu Eun's really uccuye w C !’U
-af, % slow . It opcrites in units
ol Time mllu! atnosccomds - vz
billidnth of% second. IF you mul
take u step cvEry nimosceond, you
~could walk wiound the carth 23
fimes in one seeond. So, i our
computer is tou Muw, you can,
hardly bldwe the¢ CPU. No, the

ment..
In order for the € ‘U W lurn\
its " Culculutions inte something -
siul, it must produce soane kind

operate before it literully falls
upart, und the ligh speed printers

Jure approuching that lumt.

~In wn elfort to design printers

thut can keep upewith the lutest

gencration of computers, engié
neers are doing away wi}h
mechanical printing entirely. lnk
is sprayed onto the paper. But

_even with this mivanced techinolo-

BY. physical forces will ulways
guvern hnw' l‘ii.u'l a muchine can
ucuuwn time™ wr ﬂlﬁ "ﬂywheei
effect.”

Now what has all thu.gut to do,

with yuu” Wcll we havc\s:gn

prayers, tithes and Bilerings.

. But each persuif is important,
just us every part of a body is
important. ‘There are no vestigial -
organs in the Hydy of Jesus
Christ. Uiy vital thul cuch of the
spititual components of’ the wurk
does its part properly.

As the agstic Paul wrote in his'
epistle to the Ephesiuns: “From
" whom the whole budy, joined and g

knit !pgclher byAwhu! every qulg

tive working by which every part

the body” (Ephesiuns 4:16).

“does its shave;, causes growth of I
“But what happetis if

due  to




spiritual, components don't f prayers. No thénks to you. You God warns His people of dan-
tion us thc.y should?, ,were onc pdrt of the Body of  gers ahead, just as the captain of
. . . " Christ who didn't react. the Torrey Canyon tried to keep
What you do matters Neurly every readef of this  his ship from impending doom. If
It s easy to see how slow or . magazine receives, at one time or L Jou are:like that ship --— slow to
malfunctioning physical machin- ﬂnolhcr. an urgent ¢deworker Jet-  *rouct and .change direction —
*ery con affect God's work, (Imug- "ter from Pustor General Herbert . don't blame God if ‘one day you
-inx how this articix would appxar © W. Armstrong telling of new ~ run sground spiritually. *
if only vnx kxy of my typxwritkr  opportunity or chalienge in God's Jesus told us o pray that we
refusxd to opxratx!) It affects the  work. It needs your prayers and  would do God's will on earth as it
work much morg if o spiritual perhaps, if possible, your help is done in heaven. Jesus set the
compondnt does not wnrk prop-  with an offering. example. He suid He came “not
erly. | How do you react? “Ho hum  to do My own will, bu&‘thc will of ~
Lgt's see how this can huppcn — just another co-worker letter.” ., Him who sent Me™ (John 6:38).
Jesuy Christ is constantly direct- U goes on the shglf, unopened.  When His Father wanted somesy, .
ing His "work, sending instrue-  You plan to get asound to reading  thing done, Jesus got on wi;(lz:'it. i / ,

slow reuction n‘sw. some of{w ~ thanking evcryonc for their is warned™ (Psalm 19:9-11).

"tiows, orders and directions, He  it, of course, but somehow you- He didn't, keop. going His
has chosen to whrk through  never do. Again, you, as purt of the  way, dmng what seemed infpor-
human instruments, so that God’s — Body, aren’t working eltectively. tant-to Him first. That is the way -
begotten sons and duugmcm learn “eoch part of the work of)God
the “Tuuily business.” COIllqi9n course (. . todayeshou)d bo done.
Instead- of doing it uH Himself, One of the most drummic : L ‘
God shares the work load” with  #examples of “slow reaction” hap-+ - YOUr iite may depend on it
those He has calied. So He some-  pened back in the 1960s, when - - In the future, it may becomo.
times lets us struggle with the  the giont oil tanker Torrey  even more important for the splr-
workls problems and chullcngcs. " Canyon was wrecked off the itusl components of .God's
But we also share a gulump feel- ' English coust. g . Church to renct quickly.
,mg of accomplishinent in its suc- Thc crew replized their ship During the last few t’rumig
cens, us God works through us. was' in danger. There were rocks  months of this uge, many prophe-
“Also (and this is very impor-  about three iniles ahead, qogf the'  cies will be fulfilied. Christ has
tunt), by working togesher, let-  120,000-ton -tanker was heading  grranged to pr\t'cu *His Church
ting Giod use euy{n‘g onc ol us as He  straight . for “them., Pesperately,  frogm the Worst*of the. end-time
will, we see firsthand ‘the fruits of . the crew tried to “tuke evasive  horrors. t He strongly indi- -
- living the "way of cooperation, action, but it wak too late. Ignor-  cutes thal) escape r)uy depend
shuring and giving. Tddayt we  ing the .cngines straining in, upon the indivl';h:i'ul reaciing
leurn those Jessons - tomorrow  reverse and the helmsman's des- ickly und decisively!
we can teach them, perate efforts 13 change c.ouruoffg‘u “Therefoge whert you sec the
But, of ourse, thete 1s a ten- » th ship kept going, ran onto lhe *ubomination of desolation,’ spo-
tial prublun in using hynian andwbegan to break up., ken of by Daniel the prophet;
a instrumenge. o the work is to be. Thuglonc, a large segtion of 'standing . in’t‘hc holy plece
effec) tHse hlunhm instru-  .the” English coastline was inwn- ... then let %‘l‘luue who -are in
\ cnts huvc to reac®and respond. “dated with. millions of gallons of . Judea flee 1o Hic mountains. Let | .
. Do you_react quuk‘ly, or does ° life-smothering crudesoil’ It wasy/ him who is on {he ;b(lly-(,l()p not
the “fMywheel ¢ifedl” and Tnertia ofé of The worst Juaritime dis'A"&nly downWo take anythjng out
slow you down? v ters in history. The trew had s of hiy house. And let him who is
Suppose, for inslance,that you it coming “but, opce in muuon. in the field not go back to get his
are, askc.d o pray for someone *Those giant ships travel several - t'lolhes“ (Matthew 24:18-18).
who is sick. Wheh da’ you do it?*  miles before they fully respond to Wc don't know now exactly ©
_ At the carliest available opportu- & command ‘to slow  down of lhuuc instructions wil} apply
nity, or does it slip your mind  change direction.’ s, greople ~all around the
until you are in ’bg,d? Then, you W hat happens when you ledrn wm'ld Bﬁl the lesson is obvioys.
,&L-é-u.u-ﬂynurulf that “slecpy-time ~ something new —— through a ser-  Some people’s lives ,are going to
¢ prayers” aren't heard, but that = mon perhaps) or your gwn pergon-  depend’ upon their ability to
, you will do it first thing,in the . al Bible study? King David (who' respond wﬂhuu! delay 10 mstruu-
morni 8. But of course. you' for- leu{nud somnetimes tbc hard way, tions frum God.
get. Ws the sarie thing the next '~ that God’a‘mulruc.uom are to be -Ju's important o et inio the
. day and the nekt. And then, you tnk«;n, ‘s¢riously) wrote, ““Yhe  habit now, “for the Son of Man is
forget altogethér. - judgments of the Lord ure trué  coming at un hour when you do
. & Bventually, you hear lhal the and righteous alto ether. ... . not expe@ His
sick pcrsd"n has recovered and s Morcuvcr by thcm Your dervamt  24; 44). O
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Cify o for

'G’rl.d‘

Sanze will not make 11 into (mds ngdo n--AGwI
all be(ause of their fuith! What abnut you?

ithout
faith
Y you will
nbt be spved
you s.umnt qu.xL
God's
Kingdom. ‘

Yet no subject,
pclmunnp 1o, sal-
*vation is fore mis-

" understood in pro- |
fessing Christian- . |
ity than’ thay of

. subing fanh! .

Some time apo, |
had tunch with some
friends who consid-
JLhemselves
( hll‘oll.lﬂ\ Awouple

- lunch table, it

Jof thesmen wshed
me, dufing our con-
versation, tu prove
that wha | believe iy X

Heing pul on e Jspot oat a <
Blﬂiujll w*
come up wilh\z‘l'lhu right scmﬁ
Ctures. But | was abie 10 quote
“geveral, only 10 find that nothing,

1 said made much differchee to
thcsu Particular individuals.

< Even lhough I proved several

v

'rcnu.niu,r ;Sruvmg that the Su{:‘

bith' \huuld bc kep gy -

still had Imle uffm.t on l.hoae

men.
Thc wlsmcnl ‘hcy were maumg

By Hom ' G fnppm‘,n

— und,”
missigg clement anvon
who leave Ggd's Church —— wis
Taith.
Church Or a man, but faith in

- Godis Word: Fuith in God's abili--

vyfxw solve pruhluns Aund, of

?"~coume. ‘they lose the *auh ‘that
- this is Gog's Church. |

N g

lun( before that day at lunch? OQr
did thy ever have the right kipd
of faith to begin, with? Eventual
ly, they became suite vc&emem
and begun ,m ridicule me, ying 1

’ g
. 4
‘it seems, the ?mmun‘

those

Not just faith in the-

uy 'blinded: and not
feally: objective
; ml - thidgs, and
1p where my
humun rcubonms'.
way.'
Some ol you may
- have gone lhrt’iugh a
pimilar situation, 132
rementber this one’
well, and’ it shook:
me for quite 4 few
- days) because | had
Clooked " up o these
men for yturs.
But J«saw that
" their seif:generated

faith could nOt stund .

the tesi. Their fuith
way killing them just
us surcly ay o dis-

cuse. They were on
B th¢ir way topthe
[ grave. They had)for-

- gatten - or, more likely,’ never:

understgod
suhinig ¥
fuith. . ~

So wh.u is fdllh? Whuc docs it

come frony? How do you' get faith *
— or Yyou. indecd, “get”

—— that. human rea- -
. ot true, godly. savmg .

+ faith?

How often ha\e -ydu heard’
gmkmg_mmzinnh_mmmhmlug mkl}
*1 don't have mughfaith”

‘»“l think if 1 had a trial, Vd eroks

pn? E )
Have you hehrd shch statesg i
mem.s? i ‘havc. I've even said

w
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them mysel( Why not take a look
at how your faith compares with
whut God says faith is7 = ..
w&y do we need Qalth?

Lphcsmm 2:8, Authorized
Version, -tells us, “For by. grace

“arc ye saved through faith.” In

other words, without - fuith you
will not be saved. It’s preuy pliin

“ right there!

#7* Many of us lack the fuith to
teceive answers {0 QUr prayers /J“-\Of yolirselves:

We lack the faith to free our
minds of the fears und worries of
daily life. We lack the faith to be
healed.” .

"Faith iy an indispensable cle-
'ment in the Christian life —- it is

~~ like Klugs holding everything clse '

! gethpr. We nu.d it to-obey God,
‘o be submlsuvn.. 1o -heliever that
od is in control and to know:
that He will work things out in
the end. The submissive, wifé of
Ephésiuns 5:22 needs faith not in
her husband,=but in God. -~ -,

If your faith does not move yod ‘,

et keep God's law in.all its ramie

ficlyions, theg your faith will be
the \eath ol you. Jgmes 2:26 says, -
“Iﬁ h without works is deud:X

muyst be coupled. with
actions or deeds. Ingctive, static |
- fuithy is not pleasing to Gdd..1n*

leads, ultimately, to d;uth — . OR God‘cbmplt.u.ly

etcrnul death!

_ What s faith? - T

. The apostle L inspired by
Gm:]j deacrle E'mlh is:
“Now faithis. the sdbstance of
thmgs hnpc,d tor. theé’ cvndcnce of

Vérse 3 suyu. w By faith, we under-
stend -tfat the worlds wene

. framegd by the word of God.”

Through our five-yenies we '
receive physical mformation but

o faith sdoes not conic - to* us‘ that

way. Faith has nothing to, do’' with
the physical world — it's a spiri-
" tual matter. .
Faith is the conhdem.n or
assurance that we will fulfill the,

4 human potential (]od has given

"*'\

us—lmothcme:
conviction to belleve that medical
science will some day rid the.

yorld of all difease, that's'a type’.

of faith — faith in man. But faith_
in God i3 the yéhef that God wiil

12 The GOOD NEWS -

" mean yqur eternal dearh?

he — Christlike

\ac what He has'said He will do.,

‘Faith is believing that God's
Word, d§ revealed in the ‘Bible
and through God‘n servants, is:’
true. o

wnbr?doo'o It come. lrom?

do we get faith,— if we

" can get fuith? Can we gengrate
faith oursc:ﬁe&? y

- God says; “Kor by grace are ye .

s'uvcd lhrdugiﬁi’?nh and that. not

t is the gift of

God™ (Ephesians. 2:8: AV). So

that's where fuith comes from —-

from God. God gives it to us

through His Holy bpmt ((mlna

tians 5:22).

Rm{inm 10:17 says. “bu thcn’

faith cOdmes by Bedting, und heat-

ing by the word of God.” So we

. receive. faith partly by reading

~ang studying the' Bible, God's
Word. |
To have mm‘ we negd to draw -
close to,God,! to' know Him. We
‘need to repent of past transgres-
sions uguumt God’s Auw, to do .
¢ God's will, prag,
grow*in gru, and kno lcdgc of
God (11 Peter 3;18), to mxk Goql
Wwo give u¥ true faith.
Jesus had tfemendous l‘mlh in,
"God. M said, “1 can of Myself do
« nothing™ (John '5$:30). He relied
d believed'
God implicitly: We need the kind
of faith thut Jesus Chfist ‘had. -
Ard Galatians 2:16, AV, shows
"that the ‘faith God will give . us
through His H
ly the wery lm
lhy wme l'

qf Jesus Christ
th' Jcsus had!

hot jusuhcd by the works of the
- law, but_by the .fuith of Jesﬂs
Christ, ¢ven we ‘have. believed in
Jests Christ, that we mlghk be .
juﬁmﬁ ? the faith of Christ.,”
" . What abgut your fuith? I4 it
‘from God — ihe very fuith. of
Jesus Chnsl"HlmsLlf — of some-
thing' you Wworked +up yourself?
Will it stand the*test, br w;ll it
- To helg us undcrstund real,
Jdet!
‘Jook at one of the gfaﬁtest‘exam-
dles of faith in lhc Bible. It is o
example of faith fhat even Jesus

Himself marvelec( at —3he Jiying

fuith ol’ lhe Roman centurwn

Spirft is actual-. -

/'/eli'e

s

'(Luke- 7) Thls mory gives us |
vulunble msnght intd how Jc,s.qs,
the Sorsqf God, leoks.ut faith. Tt
albo clen y shows up the pitiful
faith that is taking many of this
world’s ‘professing Christians ab-+.

: usolutcly now’l{ero. A

Tho faltmm contuﬂon

“ Luke: 7 Felates how a Roifian
centundn sent for Jesus, reqbiost-
.ing tHat Jesus come and heul the

., centdrion's servant. The indpiring
stqry starts by showing (s how
thuccntunons faith translated -
into love. He loved his reighbors,
und they Toved hinik ) :

© Wo ure ‘tolgd that the centu-
rion's servant {the correct transla-
tion is “slave™) was }'dear’ to him
- (verse 2). In oﬂ\br words, - he
loved his slave. THis wis unu‘ouul
in thaso days, as.dlaves were gom-
monly looked orf as-just property
to be used and sold ut, will. T

Vertes'3-5 $how that the cen-
turion was loved und respected i in .
" turn’ s by - the, lea ing Jews of the '3
, city, who. Wmuély and ‘instantly -
pleaded Wwith Jesus ta come und, ¢,
heal the blave, even sayiug | Rat
the -cenpurion “‘wus  worthy” of
- the mifacle. “Fdr he \loves our’

. nation,” they cxplumud \“und has

‘built 6is a s.ynugoguc. ' The centu-
. ‘tionwhad given of his. own money
to Build the Jews a ;’Jlml wflcrc
they could worship Gud.
This, too, was unuSunll singe
- relations between -the . Rbmuns'
dnd the Jew§, a ngul pkoplc.
were not the best, ‘
- Let's be honest with uurbélvcs >
"Do_bur neighbors_have & ému .
high regard for us asso-cufled
Christinns? Wuuld‘our neighbors
vpuxg‘oui 50 much LﬂOl‘( on our
alf if we were in the placc. of
the)centurion? /Do youyrgeig hbobs
much about your wci'ﬂm? .
nl‘or{unau ly, too rcw of  us
show ciough concerp for our

neighbors. Sometimes we don't

offer them much love service,

But death will bc’rdu OSWaFd if - .

. we dop’t express’ fmth{wuh fove! ©

the centurion knew. . |-

. who his neighbors were,, and hm
eonqern for tHem was based .on"
_the r yal, law 85 recorded in
tur you really fulfill

' tlle w according to the
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| Scnpture *You ‘shall. love your
- neighbor as yoursclf you do
‘ well.”” 1

The centunon rcprescnled
Llh,m;, hateful to the Jews of
Jis “day’—¢ the government of
ome, a hars occupation &rmy.
"The centurion was' abie to.over-
S - : . come. this by his Yove for: his

neighbors, the chs Jesus kncw
a#l these things and mpasurt:d the -
love the centurion showed. by the
hlg,h regard the Jews had for him
in return. How doeg your love *
measure up? . :
The centurion's love was Just
.= . one element of his fajiHy because,
as we see in James Z2:20, “*Faith
without works. is" dead.” The cen-
] - turion’s work in this case was lov-
ing his neighbor, s Jesus.admon-
« ., ished us 1 do in“l'ukclm"S-Z?.

Jesus Himsalf mérvelad

) T {¢ hext ¢vent in lhs story
bhuﬁws ‘that the cenurion’s faith -
manifested itself in another

ortant way — humility. Jesus

L already hdd\deudcd o go' with

= ! - thg elgders 0 see the ‘centurion
* 22 and hisslave, but befare He eould -

‘. reach the house\ friends o the

. cen,mnun came. oul-to Him"say-

(h' - ing. ** Lord, do not jroublke Your~

<

~sell. for b am not worthy that
; should enter . under) my. roof
Therefore 1.:did not even - -thidk
‘myself w_urlhy to come to.
You'...". " (Luke 7:6-7), .
\ This is a tremendous- emmplc‘,
~of ‘the ‘cen@irion’s perspective of
. himself; evén, though the clders.
B ' said heswas wotthy. Though he

- authgrity, havfng soldiers
ime. And,1 sayj 1o one, “Go,”
. he goes;.and tp another, “Col
“and he comes; and to my.servant
““Do ths "
2\ Here 'wé see the final icing on”
What better man”to

- authority.”
. Jtsus was under the authority.of

that the very forces of the uni-

verse were under Jesus Christ’s ~

control. Nolice, verse 8: * *For I
also am a mpn placed under

+ e

and he does it.

the cake.
;understand obedience and how
government. works than a centu-.
-rion — a- rmludry man.
he was also “a man placed under
He. understood. that

His Father, under God's govern-
ment, but that J‘t":sus had at His
command all the powcr of the

" universe il He! needed it.

M. is in the next few words.éf.
verse 9 that we get that wonder-
fu! glimpse' into the mind of God.

* Jesus Christ, callcd Immanuel, or

“God with us” (Matthew- 1 123),
revealed what He lhuugbl about

" the whole affuir, aboul"this man’s -

faith: “When Jesus ht:drd?'thcsc
things, He marveled. ; ‘hxm and

turned around and bdld 10 “the |

crowd that followed
JHim, °1 o.you, |
have nﬂl?nd such
great faith, not even
cin fsrael!”™ v

Yes, Jesis Hhim-
*self mdrvelcd at this
‘centdrion’s Cincredi-
ble’ faith: 'A:jnd there '
-is-a lesqon lere for.
‘us today. Our Lon—-
cept of faith may bc

was a centufioi, d man, of ranl;‘
and “high .office, ‘accustoimed 'to
"being -showiy honor, he ‘did not
‘ - have. an’inflated” opmxon “of him-
S :scif ‘Hé¢ knew -that he didn’t
7L deserve- d‘hﬂ)thmg not’ cven con-
sidering himself- worthy 1o speak
1o Jesus “personally,” but instead -
cask himself before Jcsusm

=

S 7T enda .;nd
pdgt.s of ume ‘with his- next Staie-

* ment, giving us g rare and valy-. |
. able: t;xa_mple'c%e’ﬁal saving faith

-~ " is: “Burt say $he word, and my
. servant will be hcale{gﬂ EA
. .. - “The centufipn ebvi usly. knew

" based on hope or
~ trust, ‘but Jesus’ saw
) thc;ccmurmn s faith-

N A. E lhru h the messengers, ln mcek- )
‘ "'__ and humlhly =
T hie centurion’s faif reachcs a )

.was also expressed:
in love, humiligyand
“'the understanding of
‘'governmcht through -

obedlence ‘to thc authority of L

God . e
For more undcrstandmg, ynu
need 10 read Herbert W.:Arm-

that 'the centurion had — the

faith that Jesus Himself wolld-

.murvel at — or is your fauh thc

self-generated énd that is weak. "

Ask God for this _fglth

" gealizing that- you don’t . really ¢ .
‘have faith? Db you have the, sav-. . :

He said . “be the death of you!

‘yourself-and not of Jesus Christ,

"He walked this earth. Remember,” - . .~ "

- tive Christians. and makc it mlo ;_

 Christ we -have salvation,; and .
‘through Jesus Christ ‘we. can - ) e

. keep God's law, please God

.that day? Théy have gone now — .~ -« .
~out of God’s Church and back

sti‘ongs t"oﬁdanonal buoklct» They, acém spnmually dead

free for the askmg Why not
~ Write for it now? s
v Do you Have the Kind of faith ..

“erated: fauh not God's gift, is - oL

. Jesus Christ. Dont let yours be |
< the d‘em.h B you.

in times of str

“-Are you one of those who is .
trusting it human sirength, not

ing. spiritual faith of Jesus

hrist, or your. owri‘physical fa.uh .
based ‘on human n.ascmng" . -
warned: Your owh, (aith — o
that is not of .lcsus?Chﬁst — I]_ .

If you think your Taith is of e

(Philippians 3:9), then go to God -
in prayer. Ask Him 1o give you
the faith that .His Son had -while -

without faith we cannot be effec-

Guod’s ngdom :

-In Hebrews 12:2, we s’tc lhat ‘ R
Jesus is “the author and finisher ~ . .
of our faith.” Through Jesus . - o

obtain the faith that 'we need fo

’u!

quahfy for God's k|ngdnm

~ What  of .- my “friends at luneh L

into ‘thc rat race of this -world. R
lf :‘-~":.
- ena

gomg ‘\o.be the deaxh of them. =
Remembcr the Roman centu-
rion ~— his faith was marvelo%‘lo

-\ P
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| ristian
bnversatlon

. J\esus Chnst said, B; your words you will be

¢ justified, and by your words you, will be condemned”
(Matthew 1 2: 37} Just how will God judge your words?

f someone were to de-
scribe the type of conver-.

‘say blunt, sarcastic and mt(m—
uiaung"

“Death and. hfe are in the
power of the tongue,” as Sofamon
SO puugnamly put i (Proverbs

-\lﬂ’l)‘

Spoken with thought and care,
our words can produce lasting.
- beneficial results.
carclessly, they bring harm,ful
conseyuences and tragic misun-
derstandings. . We need to stop

M sationalist you are, would. ~

he use the words tactful,:

- kind and considerate?.
- Or would he be mchned 10 -

But spoken -

By Marc Segall

imﬁlies that we should”become

_skilled- artisans in producing the -
verbal “good things™ to which the.

Word of God ‘rcfcrs “

“A word fitly upokon ’.':

The . ability to,say the. ng.@_t

thing a1 the nghi umgha; greal.

value. As Proverbs 25:11 says, “A

‘word fitly spoken is like appk:s of

gold in settings of sijver.” All of

_us have experienced that sense of * -
satisfaction tjgl. comes wheén we”
" respond in a mature and- fitting

manaer (Provefbs 15:23).

One way we can use words that
are not *fitly spoken™
too many of them. If you tend 1o

talk ‘too much or are overabiin- -
.damly blessed with the “gift-of

is by using,

[N

o Bable ‘says about this: “He who™_

answers a matter befdre he hears

-it, it is. folly and shame to him"
"~ {Proverbs 18:13).

The old saying '‘look before

.you leap” could be modlhcd to
" “Jisten and think carefull;. before
you ‘speak.” How many misun- =~
derstandings and hurt feelings
would be avoidell if this principle

were di‘iigemﬂy practiced 2™

Avoid put-downs

' 'AH of us have winced under

the sting of barbed sarcasm- or

- humiliating insults. Even so,
many of us still think there is .
'somethiing reatly funny about sar-’
-casmg]ly ‘Pointing out the l’aulls

of others. -

and evaluate the care we take: in
" ordinary conversation. ‘ e

. <:'The dictionary defines conver- .
balioh as

informal talk often

spontancous in” pature.” ‘How

" :responsible are we for ll-us every-.
. day. ¥vpe of conversing?. « ‘.
Jg.sus Christ provides the:

apswei: “For.every idle word njen

may spedk they will, give adcount .
< of it in the day af judgment”
It obwously ‘

(Maithew . 12 36). "
behuoves us to be aware -of what

gab.” you should remgmber Prov- N

erbs 10:19; “In the muijitude of

words sin is not lm.kmg bul he

who resirains his lips is wise.’
-The more we gab.”

and haw much we. should say
before we open our mouths.
Another way we can COnverse

.in ‘words thal are not “fitly. spo-
. ken™ is by responding premat

the easief’

-1( i$ to say the wrong things.-We
- all need 1o develop the habit of
consndcnng -what we ‘should say"

bome siage comedians revel m -

. the sport of sardonic put-downs.

Laughmg al someone else’s faults
is a way Qj‘ pulting ourselves up.-
But there is really nothing funny
about this kind of “humor.”

Some people mak® fun of|

- themselves.-1t's.good 1o be able to
laugh at yourself, bua constant

self-déprecation can he’ dan er-

- ous. Jesus’ cammand:d ou

shall love your neighbor as your-'
self (Matthéw 22:39). Verbally

“we say in our conversations.

A good manout of the good
treasure of his. heprt bririgs forth
good things, an an evil man out
of the evil- ttedgiire brings forth

evil things” (verse 35). This

_ly. Do we really listen to” what .
other peopie say. or are we too
‘busy trying to butt in ‘with a

response? Do we even let them
finish? -

Consider sobcrly whal the .

belifiling yoursel] or others is not
fitfing for any C rlslign

. There’s an old’saymg *Charity 3
begms at home.” The place toy
begin praclicing verbal love. ls
wuh our faxmhes Paul wrote,

August ‘1984 B
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“If anyone does not provide for

. his own, and especially for thoge

o of his household, he has denied-
the faith and is worse than an
unbeliever” (1 Timothy 5:8).

. What «our families need as
much as, if not more than, foad -
and shelter, is love, a right self-
image and an adequate diet of

»  verbal support and praise. Com-
munication that tears down, such
“as is described in Cdlossians 3:8,
has no place in the Christian
home.
And, parents, “the example of
godly conversations must .come
from: ihe top down, starting with
you If your children hear verbal
courtesy and thoughtfulness, they
will learn to speak respectfully,
to0. Verbal kindness. is conta-

s,

‘*’gxous. but unfcnuﬁatcly* so s
vqrbai crueit); . :
- It is tragic to hear wmcoﬁensa)
o _his mate, c¢hild or ‘friend:
-“W hal a dumbbeil you are! Don -
-you have -any gbrains?”" . -
Children look 1o their parems.
" as authorities, and T a.trusted
daddy or mommy says “*Johnny is

s0 clumsy — he's always spnllmg .

J things!™ or “Mary is so slow — it
akes her fereyer to learn some-
thing!” Johriny and, Mary will
, belicve and accept’ i\(at ‘they were
" born ‘clumsy or stupid and are

‘doomed to remain that way.
- On the othef hand, if a child
happ@ns 1o ovigghear a” parent’s
praise (“JIohnny\is really a fast
runner!. He: won a footrace at
sc”hooi soday"’) xhe child. really

+ believes he has a strength and
“works all the harder 1o develop it.
For better or worse, children’s
mental health and self-image =
depend on their parents’to a great -
extent. .

Cultting  remarks, only tear

, down the hearers. God’s Word is
clear-on this pejnt: “*Let no cor-
rupl commupichtion proceed out
of your mouth, but what is good
for necessary “édafication, that it
may impart grace to the hearers™
{Ephcsians 4:29).

-Simply by following the princi-
ple of refusing 10 humitiate others ’
in our conversation, wec can add
hope and e¢ncouragement to the
hungry ears of otir listeners. Our
conversafions a@nd off-the-cuff’
words can be opportunmes to

.word. B
"People say things that aren't true

“hurt and belitile.

- up in the e:press;on. “Talk 'is -
cheap™ -

- . But is 1?7

‘ . . When God spoke,

1 - “and the covering scas were pushed

RN PR back from the land throughout”. lbe

: " world: When God spoke, plans, fish,:

S

f- ords'

We Have all grown up in a world o
that places imlc value on a- persons_ L

‘ + - | ‘make promises they do not intend io -
: keep. say cutting things desxgxwd lo

The. attitude seems to be s’hmmed‘

mounlams arose - .

‘-o"rs

By Jack R Eﬂsoﬂ

avoid -evil.-
* praise our Creator.

i) with words.

T A&lso “with words, God's -Church
prcclmms the good news of lhe King-

- dorn of God.
Cutﬂnn words ‘

. Our words can be sharp They:. areA
upabie of cutting to the heart of a .

I

mcusers dlsoovcr and revedl error, -
- admonish relatives and (riends to:
reward loved ones and

Thase in positions of responsibility
dnd awthority ‘make rules, reward
achievers and putish lhe s!pl:hful —

\ )

ordsi

In modern vernscular, people seek~
their own desires. Instead of turning

to God for guidance. as abedient chil-

- dren under His authority. peopic take .
matlens into their,own hands. When
_someone blocks..their goals. they -
become Trusirdted and devclop

" resentments and hatreds.

. David prayed. in Psdlm 63:2-3:

-“Hlde me from phe secret counsel of
" the wicked, from the insurrection of *

- the workers of i iniquity. who sharpen
their tonguc dike 4-sword. and bcnd
‘their bows to shoot then’ arsaws —
bluer words."

Ty

N ) T bird and animal life was created upon
S the earth. When God spoke, humam-
1 ty came into existence.

e a | spehks with a sharp; two-edged sword. "
: | (Revélation 1:16, 2:12); clearly dis-
_tinguishiAg between good and ‘evil:

- When God speaks in judgmem' He

~matter. With God's guidance we can -

" ‘'use words o promote good and avoid -
.evil, but if we are malicious or care-
.-leds in what we say, we errexceeding-
ly and betray a trust our Creator

< . places in everyone He calls.

True Christians are ofter shocked -

Murdcr stausncs from Varous”
nations reveal the shocking fact 1hal
‘most murders occur. within lhe“
howe. : .

Cerlmnly most 0!’ us would nat
.¢ think of ourselves,as capable ‘of siash-

Wi

works. Tha: sword is-the Word of
. God (Ephesians 6: 17). .
Hebrews 4:12 explains: “For- 1he
word of God is living and powerful, .
‘and sharper. than any twa-edged .
sword, piercing'even to the division-of
mul and | spirit, and of “joints,and mags.

by man's mhumanny 0 man, yet
. somctimes we speak words. . to one’
- another :hal bear that. u.rpe violent
C-animosity.

James’ asks® "\Vhere do wars and

.they not gome from m your . desires. for

€ T plegsure THal war il your mMembers?
lhoi!ghls and mlcn@ of the !mm ™o You lust and do-not have. You mur

I words ‘are: sc* powerful and- s0
important 10 God, should not tth-

fights come- from among you? Do

der and covet and cannot oblain. You .
fight and war. Yet _you do not have

ing cur fovéd ones with a shasp sword

" or shooting them with arrows; but 0o

" chop someone fp with bitter. hateful

~ words i5 akin to assaulting-him witha
deadly weapon.

v - Spiritual wounds, which may never

besl, threaten . the cternal lives of -

piritual brathers.and sisters just as

40

pi. physical lives.
'OF course, if -youre on the réceiv-
these sharp swords and

certainly @ Qeshiy WQTW—F— R

also be umportant to us? o . Am you do not ask™ (James 4:1-. .3 ws, you cannot often change what
: Waah words we give mwer toour  2). ers - say abom you. But the hurt
N B . i ) - ‘ - - e
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practice love (I Cbrinthj@s,l}). .

The Third Commandment
and auphomlsmr -~

So- often today we hear the
¢ of God used in empty, flip-.

pam ways. Whether in movie dia-

logue or casual exclamations, the

‘hi names of the Father and
JeSus Christ arc tossed arouﬂd -

with utter disregard.

" The Third C ommamdmcm xells - &'h
i it as a euphemisth for *Jesus.”

us not to.use the name of God in
vain. No&sce the ‘warning that
‘goes this ‘vital . law: . *You.
shall no\ 12ke the name of- the

- Lord yous God in vain, for the

“f.ord will not -&olg him gu!hl&ss
who takes His name in vain” (Ex~
odus 20:7). Yeét many well-mean-

. ing people. out of ignorance, use -

- Even though an .7

God’s name ifl euphemisris.

A euphemism is defined as an

inoffensiveg” {erm substituted for
one considered oﬂ’enswel) exph-
cit or ynpleasant.

Many sincerec peopie would
never usc Jesus’ name to exclaim.

their «disgust when they make a-

mistake. But they will instead say

somethipg like/~gee-whiz"™ or just -

a shorlcncd ex&%mgxmn jike:
““geez”, or- “not understand-

Snmn!aﬁy. ‘many know that it is .

“ wrongto use the name of God in -
shock or angey. -But'they will

quickly say:“gbliy,” or “goshy’
i inoffensive”
term is used, because it is used as
.a Substitute 'to sound like: the

- mame. of God, n sboqid not be .

'Th. cpimunl mmot v

{from these stinging words.

lkm rnul

.may maye you guard your own. woﬂk‘

|3cnlly.v

'words )ou must npt risk your own ,'

salvation by eﬂ)‘mms the wound to”

fester. X0 'you cven suspect that you - -

hyhot il will 1oward. anyone, pray .
that Godd, will - reveal 1t to-you and
grani you repentance in order o help
you rout cutl this cuntrary’ spirit. A
root of bilterness ‘can be spmmaﬂly
fa&a.l\(chrcus 12 15)

g

“If you look * lmo that mnrrox af
righteousness, the Bible {James 1723z, ..
25). and find yourself guilty of abu-

. sive words or ifresponsibility. with
- your tongue. what should you do? .

‘if you have been, guilly of bitter’
words with your loved.unes, or if you
.o have indulged n gossip — thai ugly -

quit. You may r;ced to fas! and pray
_ tmany umcsﬂmf God will net pnly
forguc you bul waill _help you\ to
repent and to replace evil, destructive
spoech habits -with who.&omc ‘con-
" structive ones.

thn God has answercd your'
praycrs Tand’ granied you repemtance,
you won't niced reasSurarnices, you. will
. knew by the change - -that has confe’
“over you. But you will necd 16 keep
vagllam U is easy-toslip back. .

You will also find yourtelf deeply

. eoncemed for those who might: an

be hurting -from yeur actions —

.people who could be harboring nilm

fuhngs 1o théir own detriment.

Now you should fgliow the admon-

_ttion Christ, gave n Matthéw 5:23-
“o 24: *f you bring. your gift to the
_altar, and. there remember thay your

. brothes, has somicthing against you,
ledve your. gift there before’the altar,

.

'. shill not swear by My n

said.
Al too ‘often, “people’ in !h;s
saéuc!y use the name of God'

along with a contlemning ‘verb
that scunds Jorribly profane:

. Others wouldn't use that bldsphe-.

mous epnhe yet are everheard
sgsaying *‘goldarnit’ -and similar

‘a euphemisin. of God's .namic and
- a wish that God would condsmn,
we should avoid using it. :

‘As. Leviticus 19:12 says, Y(_)'u‘
falsk-
iy, nor shall you profane the nﬁme

" of your God: 1 am.the Lord.

Speakmg of swearihg, notice . .
‘Jesus® instruction: “Do.nal swear .

* at all: neither by heaven {cxpr&sv
swns like:*for heaven’s sake” or
“my heavens”}, for it is Gbd’s
thronc; nor by the ‘carth [“land’
sake” or “my lands®}, for it is His
footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it

is-the cny})i/ihe Breat King. Nor - n

shall you”swear by your .head,~
because you canitot-make one hair
white or black. But let your 'Yes’

from the evil one" (Matthew

. 5:34-37).\ Sl e .
. Jesus made it dear gweanng

in any form, but especially using
Gods name or His creation, Is
wrong. . It (.heapcns and - dcnr
m ﬁhc |mporlance’ an

His hands st
When yqu ‘are tempied to

- phrases. Since'this type of-term is g

. be ‘Yes.” and your ‘No,"*No" For « -
,whptcvcr is ‘more than these is -

-

SWear or use a euphemlsm for .

" God’s name, -why _not ‘instcad
make an intclligent commient that

praciice of 1&liing things about others

.that huris thcn reputation or that

‘keeps sins from being fofgoltén —— or

i | you have used verbal knives agams\

your oopelitors in busm:ss, whal
should you. do? : K
Ultimately all our sins are against.
God. Seek Him with a ~"broken and a .
contrite’ hi:aﬂ" as David did in the
Sist Psalm. and He will forgive you: .

" *“*Hive mercy upoa me, O (fod.
.aceording. 16 Your lovingkindness:

according 1o, the: multitude of Your
[ m::r;m bipt out ‘my trans-

Decply established habits of gossip.
or misyse of the tongue canmot be
broken with just a simple vesolve to

“gressions” Pﬁﬁ SE—K_W)_"”"_“ww
- . Repwated ilﬂl buitd Mbth

-“and go your. way. First be reconciled .

- to yaur brother, ang. ahcn oom: and

oﬂ'er\ your gm s
..God wiil .not accept your gaﬂ of

pnycr with this offeise hanging over . |

your. head. "1t \nll ‘affect your com-

. ‘science unil you dn t,hc nghl thing

-.aboyt it .
# But'when ycu go. go ™ ymar broth- -
-er solcly 1o bind*up thai’ wousnd.
l)on t ge to.demonstrate what a good

persc you are or 1o try o Justify

what you did’ Go with'a, pun: sm~ )

“Misused, dur ‘words can cm”ﬁcup
wourids™ but spoken 1h0ughlfu!%y,
" gensitively and honestly, they can aiso
go. a long way toward healing those. |
wounds and bualdmg bclter relkauou«
smps o. -

-

‘does not blaspﬁcmc your' Cre- _
ator? Even in an official or public

. situation when asked to swear r by

" 'God’s name, or on the Bible, sim- -
‘ply- say,
truth.” Spoken by ane. wuh a
" reputation for honesty; a.“yes" or

" “no” should ‘be sufﬁctem

From the ahundnnco
ot the hebrt ’

- Jesus said, “Ou! of thc abun- )
_dance _of. ‘the he
. spuks" (Matthew .
“The term heart rcfem o, our
- 'inner. thoughts and !cq:hngs.;

. What we allow 10 cm,er our minds

o " will eventually come “Bui.in some
form of vcrba.l exprmon ‘As

E Augm 1984 17
~
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Jesus asked- the Pharisees, “How

‘can you.-being evil, speak- good.

things?” (samg verse).

Fhé books we read, the movies

- and television we watch and the
. musi¢ we listen 1o affegt our daily -
thoughts.and emotiopy. We need

to be concerned- about the

1hougm-provokmg. mevaltcnng. .
. media W¢ cxposc oury minds’ to,
.- “hesause what we see and hear ‘will
= _ 7 . affect our conversationg.

_ Our unprepared, s nianeous,
idie, words seveal aspects of our
“nature 1o our listéners (Bguhp-

~ - pians 4:7-8), They will affect our

repulation.. forkbetter of for
worse, and-a good reputation is,

»‘more precmus than grcak wealth

(Pro»erbs 21y S .
We are lold in | Corinthians

. in the ngd

13:5 that love “thinks po evil.” If_

ours thoughts are tolerant, re-
spccggg *and kind toward others,
then™olr speech will reflect this.
~We do “'say what we think,™
whelher we¢ mican to or not. .

Our words portray the reaj you

" and, the real me. “They express

what type of scif-cont and -
character we have, and "sO. .will
also affett, our future::“For by

. your: “gr_gs you will be'justified, -

and: by your words you will be
* condemnned” (Mauhcw 12:37).

1i6ns those thoughts trigger.

Proverbs 16:32 states,
who is-slow to anger is better than
the mighty, and he who rules his
spirit {han he who takes 4 city:"

“The ‘art of conversation takes

" determined effort to develop. Byt

"HC

" the Bible, cspecmil} the books of -

- The Bibie teaches that we ca@_'

quahfyuxo mle‘@nder Jesus Christ
“of God (Luke ~
19:17, \igmhs:w 235:21). One of -
the main ways we can begin to
- qualify’is by learning to control
our lhoughts and lhc mnvcrsa-

8-

‘Proverbs. and Ecclesiastes,

. should niot ust ur tongues.

And mastering -the art of
‘Christian bonversation is a vital,
ingredient in our, Wquest 10 becbme
mature Chnsuan;
" does not stumble-in word, he is a
E:tfcct {“mature,” Rheims trans-

hon] man, able aiso. 1o bridte
" the "
3:2).

W hole body

S -

{Jantes.

The “hole subjecl of Christian
conversation .relates-in no small way
to God’s holy Sabbath. A major
aspect of kecping the Sabbath — an
aspect we may scldom think of —
concerns the type of comersa!mn
appropriaic for this special time.

If you- are unswere of which day
God has, specifically set aside as His
Sabbath or of exactly how He expects
us 10 observe this day, write immedi-
ately for our freg beoklet. Whick Day
Is thé Christian Sabbath?

In Isaiah S8:13-14, God gives: us

Sabb.ﬂb ‘Reatd these verses. They tell

| us not 1o tread our feet gn ithe Sab- -
‘bath day ‘which. means. that we aresri’t. .

supposed “10. keep the’ Sabbath the

¥ way we chouse to, bul ke way ‘God

-says to.

‘Part of Gods mslruclmn is that
Christians should not be "spc.akmg
your owm- words” on that day. It
‘becomes” ticdf rthat’ thard are some
topics.of conversation that are gppro-
priate for the ﬁmbbalh #ny and ulhcrs
rthat are hot. L.

VWhat 10pics_are met ;gppw@pna(c"
Remembchng ‘ihat 1hé Sabbath day
wgs: created for !wmamly for . rest.
refreshing and’ drawing closer 4o the
Creator {Mark 2:27, Exodus. 20:10-
11, 31:15-17) gives us direction.-

ath

-By Marc begaﬂ ’ we

‘al‘

lems on the job or oihcr aspec&s of,.
oiir work usually detract from the
rest and peace of the seventh day.
Dialogues about our investments,
moneymaking projects or other busi-
nesS schemes are not fitting, eSther.

What place does a discussion about

the status of your favorite, football

team have on God's day of, rest?

These subjects-can be discussed en
thc other six days of the week.

" Ask yourself,
tion ha\‘vjc anything 1o do .with ahe
purpose“or imtent of the Sabbath?” I¥

tishe to steer the conversation toward
lopxcs more fitting for the day.”
* Whai topics are these? The miost .
" abvious onc is to discuss why you and
)oux family appreciate the Sabbath.
A's wonderful to be able to express
your gratitude for the benefits of

gxira lime 1o rest, pray. spend time -

with; loved ones and be taughl from
(iod s Word.

We can talk about God's plan and
“how lhnlhng it will be whicn all the’
earth is al rest during the coming.

agement and gramude 1o each other,.

especially on theé Sabba&h (Psa}m

*Dues this CONVEESa-

- exciting nmmplsshmcnls of God’s

special instruction o how to keep.the - _Lhn_anmu_ma_c!:a:.::un.*mm_a&s,_ﬁngﬁmpmﬁni_Sabham copversalion.
" Various principles and tips on suc-

g

) rengn of Jesus Christ tn the Kingdom. =

“of 'God off carth (Iswiah 2:2-4, 11:6 centered cunversation (han during
C9)itis heauufub in God's sight to see
families speaking words of ehcour-- -s

. lry te a‘md,slr&ss{ul argumgnlalive
“subjects. We can’ spcak posttively

-pages of this magazine? Maybe we

T g y

X H‘ we. Ewc with pwp!c who - bchcw
differently than we do. we at least cah

{Philippians 4:8) and try to dxrac! the |

. conversation toward those areas ‘that
are mutually uplifiing. ' .
When we are arcund people of like

" mind and faith. we can uce the Sab-

bath as a prime time to 14i% about the -

Church and the work it is deing.- Thc
conversation might naturally icaq tv.a
discussion of world ‘events ard how
they relate o Bable prophecy (Luke
21:36. 12:37).- .

What else can we talk about on the
Sabbath day? How aboul the very
subjetts and topics covered in . the

fearned something that struck ws as
significant. 1f so, that would make a

cessful Christian living are often dis-
cussed in these articles Ths) can be
_woven nto 2 lively dlsqussnon that

- will edify, all who -are iaslcnmg (8§
" Thessalonians 5 H) : N :

Malachi 3:16 slaiﬁ “Then thouse

who' feared,the Lord spoke .10 ong

heard. them:. so a book Of fefnem-

brance was writien. béfore Him for §.
.those whe fear the. Lord and who |

meditate on His name.” - e
There is_no betler time for Ged-

" the Sabbath. When Gm_i hears us not
peaking our-own werds, but words
fitting for a Holy Day. we afe one big
step closer to keeping the day the. way

!S'

replete wit inslrucuon and |
examples of Ky we: shouid and

“if Tanyone

. anothex, and” the 'Lord listened and { E

~

/-

) f‘ C onversauona,ama all our prob— 333 ). God mlcnded o _
’ - - T
18 The GOOD NEWS. - b '
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T was baptized at age 13 by
. a minister of a large Chrigtian.
. denomination,. but | didn’t

- studying my Bible,. hearing
your broadcasts and reading
4 : - your magazines. Should 1 ba
‘ baptued again? "~
. This 1s e vital.question for
’_ many of our fcaclers Baptism' is
4 U an importanl step in your spiri-
L tual life and it musi be- -done at-
" the right ,1ime and in the nght
way. afier true repeniance. - .
- The key 10 this whole p'mblcm
. v:as given by the aposile Peter on
:the day of Pentecost when. he
- said, “Repent, -and Jet every one
gfyuu be bapﬁzcd in the name of
- Jesus Christ for the remission of
. BE sins; and you shall receive, the gift'

" of the. Hly .Sp;r;(kcls 2:38).

Do N -

‘Notice that repéntance comes
‘first. Baptism, i
rcpcmdncc -

‘What do you repent of? Sin.

second —= ﬁﬂer

1 of -sin? “Sinfis the transgressioh
« 4+ of the law” u_jolm 3:4. Autho-
; ] - rized - Version). Sia.is breaking

a ! . verted, you must repent of break-
- ing God's law ~— 'stop breaking it

and begin obeying it, now and in. .

i ' the future. And you maust believe ~

i ‘that Jesus Christ paid the penalay
1 ‘of your sins in your stead and. is
P your personal Savigr.’

- self. God must grant you true

of God leads you to repgntance.”

= . . This must coine first.

- - ( ' w you need-1o be’ bapuzndi

e N R by complete immersion as an out- . .
- | ward sign of your willingness o -

1 . completely- bury ypur old self and

, D U (1 Traﬁk]y oSt peopie who
. i . attend the churches of this werld

: | ~and; are baptized by them. don’t.
_really -know what to rcmﬂt of,
apecaa!ly wcnagers Thcy d(mn

And what issthe Bible definition

God’s' law. To. be- rcai!y con~ -

thing you. can' “work up™ your- -

llter@li) nge your very life to-
' God.

5 W what sin really is. .

/.. In early- youth, most young
" people sincerely intend to “do
sunderstand the true meariing’ better”’
‘of repentance until' i begdn - . church.” But since lhey ‘have not -

- or to "fol!o\av ‘their

® been taught what sin actually is,

- they. completely fail to realize

" exactly where they liave stood in

- ~God’s sight. They are usually
* only sorry humanly for having
~-_dlsobcwcd their conscience, thelr

.parents or their church.

In; shon ‘they don’t really
rcpcnt “They aren’t broken up
about the sinful stateof their lives
— about their own human vanity
and selfishness. . which gxpress

" themselves: onstantly — about

theif® basic nature or dispositidn - .

to serve se!j amﬁ not God W get
aml not give. -
If . you are: wondermg about

..'fyom ‘baptism, ask yourself why
‘you were baptized in the first
- place. Were you baptized simply

because many-of the members of

“your family wgie baptized, and

“you felt loocked down upon or left
" out? Did you stand in the water
. -and go. !hrough ke ordinance of
. baptism simply 1o join the group
with whom you had been fellow--".

shipping? Were. you baptized

- because you temporarily thought

it was the “right thing” to do?

T along with the ways of their

And mpcnum*“s—rrr‘sﬁmz——fnenﬂrihﬂm:vzwwm' Th‘—”swaf—fc‘*hﬁmmrfﬂm s Spir-
are not chaiiged. They don’t.corme -
! 1o personally kdow Godi- Such
. . repentance in the first place. As . people have mot truly repented
o o . Romans 2:4.says, “The gmdne&s and their. baptism was not valid!

© UM you wére baptized for any of
- these reasons, your bapiism was.

prohab!y not valid, bécause your

_motives were not.right, You deed -

B reaiiy “r gem and .be baptized
‘inte Jesus Chr

the Holy Spirit and ‘be added to
~thte trae C Eua’ch'@fﬁod ﬂ“Cé?in-

" thiass. 12:13). -
For -a shoroug_ﬁx bahﬂncaﬂ eapﬂa- '

nation of the subject-of baptism,

v wrnc for Qu! fmc bookﬁel A’I

About Water Baptism.
help vou evaluate your own situa- -

Such people don’t immediaiely
begin to study and understand the
Bibic. They just continuc to go

ist by & true ser-
vant of God in order 10 receive

- tion and shoy
What is blasphemy anamst
+the Holy Spirit?
Only three places in the Bible

you how to pro-

mention “blaspkemy against the -

‘Holy Spirit”: Matthew 12:22-32;
Mark 3:20-30 fand Luke 12:10.
"The Greck wgrd in these verses
fneans
defame; vilify.”

_by attributing the power and
works of God to the devil — by

saying Jesus cast out demoms. by »

. an vnclean’ spirit.

Biasphemy against the prnt of -
Gatl is not pardonabic. The rea-’
son is this: We can come to
repentance only when the Holy
Spirit convicts us that our ways
have been wrong and that God’s
‘ways are right. If we reject, by

not repenting, the Holy Spirit

~and the works it docs, we are
rejecting “the only channcl

- through which we could qualify

for God's- gift of grace. The
uynpardonable sin is the one unrre-
penied of. -

" Falling away after once havmg
the Holy Spirit is also unpardon-
.able (Hebrews 6:4-6). Falling
away megns turning from God’s
way of life.after sincerely
cmbracmg i, or rejecting Christ’s
sacrifice, which makes-it possible

It will

“to speak abysively; -
Certain pecple of
s” day blasphemed the Spirit.

L

avar

it after rcpcntancc and baptism
{Acts 2:38): Bt is possible; as |

" Thessalonians~ $: 19 shows, to

‘quench the Spirit in us.

 Many have worried needi&isly
‘about - this questibn. No one who
“has blasphemed the Spirit of God

'wants to do the works of Goed. He'

hates thiem! Bot as. long as one is
truly  repeatant, wants (o live
God’s way of life and strives to

weroemc ‘he or she h has not com- )

e o g

. more mformasnon “write for a
‘copy of our free bmkﬂen What Do
You Aean —
able Sin”? ©

“The Unpardon-




s

. the

sualue system.” said
refugee; telling

me ‘her sad story of shat-

» tered hopes.
*1 had been far oo materi-
alistic. | *had concenirated on
getting physical things. Now

., — — - ——-that they have.all been swept

away, | want 1o cling 1o .more

" enduring values 7
ticlen 1s an lmeﬂhgcm once-
- wealthy woman in her early 20s
. who was furced 1o flee. penniless;
with her faraly from a Third
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" Have changed my”

our Best Investmen
Concemed about money your job or career, your home?
Here s an 1mp0rtant perspecnve aboul your Iong-term security.

By Ma,‘c:m' Totls ©

World country that fell to bam-

munism. She 1old me her story of |

bmkcn dreams. -
What ‘u:w\ the c\[mmv:rme

Taspeht son ‘J‘;\‘kuﬁ

A
B 0
-

Y

- Christians. Each day we receive

another precious 24 hours. From
evening 10 ‘eveming. another
86,400 seconds are credmed 10
ocur account. And we have to
spend every one of them! A d.ﬂy
misused Is gone forever.

Whether you are an o1l bn]llmn—

- aire riding sléng proudly in your
hmousine or a dirt farmer saving:

for a secondhand tractor, you
have an equal, amount of the pre-
cious treasure of tfme cach day.
Are *you investing that ‘treasure
wisely?

tiow wé use. our time shows-

" where vur hearts are. Other mat-

ters that age_tmportant 10 us will

" receive proper attention only if -

we first learn. how to use our time
wisely .- -

: .‘The nime wasters.

Cﬂevet!)‘ Saian has devised a
world -in . which - if we are not
carclul, we can become s0

-

.

*1'was overly concernéd with
physical things. | peed to mvcst

my iime more wiscly now,” she

replied.-

Heler had daamcd ﬂ'ae hard

engrossed with inconsequential
matters that we have no tme fur -
matiers: of teie importance. Thus
is truc. even ?n a physical way.

For msl.mw tests have shown
that even some execulives “of the
most successful comphinies wasie
much of uhcur inme on

waste. When these business. ercc-
utives are asked to record, minute.
by minute. where their ime gons,

wa) to.invest her time in emﬁw-

ing values. ‘
Time is one of our treasums —

perhaps the greatest one. And the

Kingdom of God is an investment’

that requirgs the time of true

they are. ysually shocked to dis-s
cow:r how many ° ‘hours are bled &

away by trifies.

Chances are, if.you lak«: a hdll'd
look 21 how you: use the hours of
yoor. life, ybu, too, will” haveg
te admit that oo much of youri

)

traiviad. ¢
" They are usud!ly unaware of the

Hetive




timo I oozing wn&ml‘ully away,

OF course, I am not referring
to time spout woll, In buluiwe, We
all noed to eat, sloop, work, play
and kost, Whint /' tulking ubout
s wasted thne, " #

For exmmple, how. wmuoh of -

your day do you spond watohing
tnalpid tolevislon programy or
reidiing moaningloss mngonzines!
Do Yoy waste time worrylng? Or
belng Bivk hm,uuuo yuu don't ent
right?

I you look bard, !nu. will prob-
wbly flingd pnany hovy nllppmu by
ml!uudm ﬂvcly It Is w problem
we' all wrupgle with. Whenover |
cheok up.on myselt,. 1 find that
mucht'of my tlne nedds o be
reorgunized, &

-, First things first 3
“hrlge

‘Satnn knows that tru
tisan believe in prayer und Bible
study. He knowathst It wauld be
whinont mpossible. to shake our
beliel" in the value of tlumo “nAeN-
thal arca,

Therolore, Sntan takes an indi-
rect npproach. He teies 10 keop un
¥0 busy with other matters that
we become deluded hiito thilnking,
that we have no time for the spir
ftuanlly essential arens,

He does this by offering muny
attractive and appealing bul
uppiofitable and harmiull-
alternatives. .

In “addition, the - envigonment
around us offers many p@rlcclly

wholesome and right « pursults

that nevertheless can district uy’ ir

© wé overcmphaslze® thom or’ put

our thne, Wo nced to' focus on

vur prioritles. The rest of the

ftomis requiring or inviting our |

attention will then appeur in &helr
propor poripective.

You cun redeein your thie, and
the Bible commbnds you to do so!
Tho apostle Paul suid that we
should bo *“redogming the tine,
boouusé the duys ure evil” (Kphe-
sty 5:16).

For oxnmple, it you find your-
nolt' In woed of more tme, wk
yourself i you really noed to | reid
uwll the dotails of all the orimen
reported fn the newspaper. I you
concentrated on the mujor nows
fuwnes mind tronds, especinlly those
related to Bible prophecy (the sit-
uation in the Middle Uast and the

> rine of Lurope, for example), and

skisnmod the rest of the puper,

“ou could still be gotting the mont

mportant nows - and you would
bo wponding yuur rending tline -

“maretplolitably. (Luke 21136).

Onoe wpent, time o nover be
replaced. We vun only Jive this
day taday, The best timo Invest.
ment we g make Is putting the
right nmount of time Into propur.

ing for the Kingdom ol God:

God'h Kingdom s the only gove
ernmont that will not eventiwlly
collapse. 'T'hat is why we nre com-
mahded Iy redoom the tme and
use it wisely.

Sad (o -say, sonte have pre-
ferved 10 invest thelr thye pri-
marlly in the thingys of thix world,

How about you? How do you .

compare- with the rich man In
Murk 10:17-22, whe turned down

Jpsus instructed Hid disciples:

“Du not luy up for yournolves
trousuros on carth, whore moth
und rust ‘dostroy and where
thieves breuk in and steal; but lay
up for yoursolvos trousures in
hewven, where neither moth nor
rust’ destroys and whore thioves
do not breuk-in and steal. For
whore your trensurd is, there your
hcurl wlll be also” (Mutthow

6:19-21).

Rl pcuple without God's Spirlt
aro willing to expond so muvh for
u physicul gonl, how much moro
should we bo wllling to nuwritice
our time roadylig ourselves for
the offico und the understuanding
of u God?

Eternai treasure

In this world, we spend “so
much thne uulﬂlrhxg and then
‘mudntaining physical things that -
it somothnes seens that they aro
controlling us, instead of us o
troliing tiem, But stopl- Get off
the moerry-go-round and think
jusl n minute, ‘

Longtime readors of TheGood
News know that the Bible clearly
uhuwn what is whoad for humanity

- more yightful upscts pnd vio-
lon'uc. worldwide, und a thme of
groater trouble than the world hus
rever neon (Mautthew 24:21).

Fortunuately, although our
property may be destroyed, we us
true Christlons will b able to
olahm God's protection trom such
cutastrophic’ events as Pasln 91,
.verses 3 to 7, doseribes, und God
ulvo p minua to supply vur needs

—{hem - belore our r‘ﬁluuwbltg"t—thruhnﬁc* rbﬁvﬁr‘—nnvﬁkr*(l’su m F1728),

tlons,
The result is lhc same us if wo

had deliberntely decided not to

pray or sgdy. We must guard
agulnst wusting time in these

arous by firmly committing ours’

solves o doling lhe Important
lhingu first!
Get the focus

Look at it this wuy: A pho-
togrupher focuses his capern on

Christ's *disciples because e

wuldnt bear' to part with his

goods? He's dead now, his goods.
long wgo divided among heirs, und
he hus no promise of unything

" more. r

Some men and -wonien uot
themselves - physical goal —
public office or a fat bm\‘k
neoount, for exsmple -
themselves rolentlessly toward
that goul, deprive themselves of

drive

- Our encmies eap mb us ‘ol vur
tolevisions nnd radios. They cun
steal our faney curpets and cur-
talns, They can conliseate our
hoies and deny us jobs, But
‘there is po need to be disheurt- .
oned i our real tressure i not

~invested in those trinkgts. Unless

we let them, our enchiles cunnot
take uway our time invested in
Ahe Kingdom of Heaven,

It wo continue tu give God our

the sUbject of "his picture untll
that subject bedomes clear. It the
subject Is clear, the phu rrupher
Hoesn't worry if the Lkground
blurs u little. :

'We need to do thc sume with

rest und reluxation — tien dic of

" henrt attacks from overwork und

stresy just as they uttain “suee.
cens,” What o trugcdy of wnmad
life!

By contrast, let us read ‘what

Best thine now und in the short
time remaining in this age, CGod
will give us more time thun wn
can imugine - eternity.

. Where euuhl yuu ﬁnd a beller
-dul?

" Augug! 19@4 N .




, et
of the il splining the plates was o
©perfect pictune ul the frusteation 1 leel.at

lnvll l:lua )

S Wit an Immmlum wad debight 10
reud Clayton Steep's wriwde, m.ihe Aprib )
F9Rd CGonnd News, entitled “Fet 'V here bie

o) g™

That put o, whole new, slast o the
nuh;nl ol light and dirkiess - one FPee
ngvel thouglhit ol XL thist wuy belore!
Ciond's Wonld camy *dlive bilke ygvery
uysn amd way presentesd in aeh @ way
that | dow's think Pl ever forget 0.

Honndes, 1've never thougbit of wiyselt
Y i by msane h o dirk too - think o
the exancmeon wmt sheer gy, whien wll uf
the matches aie ignitesd st (e darkiess
ia youe Jorever! 1w peally soocthiog,
tok Tep waritjte aued rojoive abra.

Angd xmm{a s much for the encowr-
agement When Will § Feer Uver

10w s iy, and thie pivture

mmh of trylng to svorcome, ’
Hlelps e nulw linw wiueh we siveal -
vt loving: Faen's sirength wind power to
keep 6 ull wdethor wnd reach un toward'
poriection, St "

. .‘mliy hum. -

v hennewich, Wi

| wuuhl like " lluml Varl 4. Wnlhumn

~ for *Msilipy did ‘mlm!‘nu The Message

Must Overlookl” {8 waes wonderfult -
1 kniow the, Psabing were wsid lof dim
Tort . during, rials wml help with our
prayers, but My ' Wills shuwerl us
i tmore. Hu showed us thi inspliation
Gid displays by having ilis Hible writion
‘llll way He did. .
“Rubin W‘llsnn
Conconl, NI

th-mlh! b thedn s e

My, Wallnaus |-um':‘lm A
Kehlly, § thank alf vhe nnﬂwn [P )

vikes enfing eolun wlivmal dlidyg in ihe

nvmmuco I .

. Uum! Mdmu

No raguast fay méuuy “ )

¥ have Ywcu veccwing 1 Ar ;-M News
fur Whniost w yean tiosw, Wil qlu ‘bt gt
Lo g cac b copy s B o ieat mp\:
i w iy duidy e Pve poath ‘exielle (
artichos g sbjeels ix#‘“ l“i\'i!ly perdsd
Tl with

Abar, 1 ame phmul ﬁml 'ﬁmla . ;mﬂl
ntagarie o ollored Bree off nlmgv Nt
wany o garitlzationg will semd‘fiee tera.
e walvey one ikes o contbstion, U
wie’ b B okt i contribslion e
o pgerive mnncthing, ther that s
thing is pot lrest W

1o uidersind why pow've neder
il u yeaguest I iy, 1t because.
Cioed 10 blessing vuu'lw wiyhing the
hewt te ol wtuny (liko o) whe ke con-
tibutions because we fuve the isuth and
weuiit b ke, minee B idaches viliers, Yel

- we ull mum m.% il dues 1k’ lmum.ml
“suppan mxmm such o Guulity nmunfim.

dnd it wstly fog you @mJ these
wrtiedes Unisgh the il

o bP'w mmlc contribugiuie in the iml
“wod ¥ Know it was vheerfully woiepied, o

1 wan very happy b ke iltin wn!rllﬂl

tion to'you.

Comtinue i with the goud mnrk thut:
you wie doing by informing i troubled,’
world that there is a wundprJuI world -
lnlnmww . “

41D
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" Lukewarm

{Continued from pugr 4)

‘disvouraged when you are re-
+ buked: by Hing tor whom the

Lord loves He chustiens, and
SCOUTBLS GVEry son whom e
receives.” M you evndure chiasign-
g, God deals with you us with
sons; Lor ‘what son is there whom
# futher does' nol chasten? But if

you ar¢ withom chasteniog, of
whichattha

then you ure: itlegitiimate and not
soffs”’ (I'lubrcws?} 2:5-8).

Peter recorded that “the .lime
hus come for judginent to begin
ut the house of God™ (I Peter

22 The GUOD NEWS

4.
Giod in ot yer deating whh the
musses of humanity aroond this
world ot yet judging'them
uceording o thelr works. He iy
judging Iis Church - - thuse who
profess to. be witnesses not only
Jor Jesus C hrist but of;- Him o8
He resides inus — und God reul-
fzen the time s short. .

The principle in I Corinthiung

5 5, mentioned enrlivr, “Doliver

such o one to Satdy for the .

vvbcmmrpmmkcrr“mdeutmcmm -of-theflesh—that-his-

spirit may be saved in the day of
the Lord*Jesus,” heips explaip the
{ answer,
Jesus continues, ' in Hebmwu
12:10-1 1 For they [our physical

I harw lhau dave of unaps shable lmmv
are conimg, Wl L want bo be wbls o
excapw the ll!!u!‘* ve g Yok re
halpeng nie wnl vibgse by get e lees in
wder by !hu wmulcnlul warh

M. -
Mal,\lu‘ngu, 1L5]

Dhip Tiom widows
] vmm tez nay thanb, vemi by lbu wul-.m,
yorung il ol whio ol e v B with 5o
) btk everyvingly iy o T ot o tuine
it A mites will Buy e vsbey 'y ssein
ke, bat o't helif but behivve S two
niites v pust whoprfn e of e et
“uge thal seuls' THe Giwnd News (o the
ulher peaple like mysclf who v duiibie
© bk gy whep the, nidgising Tmally
drijves. lanj in mm /gu Is. I| '0 ulmus!
. over. o
" chmlu
4,1- L) Anhmhn‘ Tex.

“Touth® In the mapakine B

T wanted you 1o kngw mm The (mud
News iy fnv elul, ulive dnd i 10-dute
4] lmmutlng. Uean W dly! put iy dnwn
Seunn 1y me you aro hu:;mhmu lb *put
feeth in it

i e D«mnu& M (Iulm,y e
. Cuttoidule, Ha. )

4 Hible chaplereference wus loft out
:q the bused article ertitled “Guidelines
fﬁw Eifective Fasting' o e 18 of the
" Muy Ciood News, In lhr“\{‘gj paragraph
of the secomd column, the reference in
- purentheses shpuld raad “Wutak 3814,
The fiest scriplure roference in the third
columnt s wlso 10 Isaiuh 58, :

l&tlmrul indeed for—u— lom;luyu ——
: chustaned us oy seemed best 10
them, but He for our profit, that®
-~ we may be partakers of His holi-
ness. Now no chastoning seems to . #

be joyful for the present, but
grievous; nevertheless, afterward

it yields the peactable fruit of

" rightevusness to Lho whu have

been trained by-it.' ‘

Jesus Chirist nsks ub to choose

“life. Ho knows that unjess we are

“totally committed, we will be
Jukewarin,—and—if—we—are—fukee————
lurm, we will pot attain to that.

htl_e e uternnl life in the bumily

O

/

He wauld ruther we be hot or
oo1d — becauue He loves us! o




.‘sl’l Rl'l IQM

(€ ontinued from ,m;,,c i)

Samuel 2E:11). Noutice thgt the
wonnin spirit medinm elaimed to
comtact the dead. by supernutu.
rully bufnging them up from the
+ grave thropgh the fumiline spirit,
Hm form was practiced i times
Cpast” when the people believed
|Immhu dead were in their grgves,
Imluv spirit medaunis have the
fulinlior “spirit producé a volee -
from the air, because it s come
_monly beligyed roday that the
dead ure not in lhmr’m'uvm"lml
somewhere elsel
Saul replicd 1o the woman,
“Bring up Samuel for me.’

The spirit masquerades
as Samuel

Instead of “the fumilinr spirit
appeartmg first, and the? the
vislonary form ol u dead person,
the woman saw /ml u form lhul :
looked exuctly ke Swppel! ’

“When the woman saw "‘ﬂlll\ll“
ol ihe tricd out with a- loud voice,
Ahd theswortan spoke ta Saul,
,;u;ymg ‘Why have you deceived
me? Ppr you are Saul!” And the
king said . to _her, ‘Do not be
afraid. What did ymf see?' " (D
Samuct 29%:12711), oy
© Nutice that \he fubiliar -spieit
did not munifeyt itseld flest at
Saul's séance. Instead, the famil-
tar- spinit produced the form of
,?umucl thit ONLY FHE WOMAN
Aw! Siul did not see it! He dsh
lhu wuolian what she saw!

S Ad-the-worliiiesaid-to-Sa -
1 s spirit ascending out o¥
the carth.’ ™ Thiy is.an incorrect

of Smplurc u)nu,,ms Saul wid the Wltch

trauslation. ‘The word tanslated” gt Llld()l', n whth dn ¢evil bpll‘ll Lo
“spinit” is elohim in the Hebrew. - -

It cah mean dither the true Guod, l!\l’lpb‘rbundtl!’lg bdlllLIL-l b[&()l\b to S&IUI.,.‘
pugan gods or fudges. Mo I*xuduu - R . ' ~,

N22:8-9, the Hebrew wopd elohim ’ [ j .t '

VI8 translated, judgés. I | hamucl’” gmund and b%.d ‘down"” (vcrse hunian beings by evil upmts The
28;1 3, the verse should have been + 14). © familiar spirit produced an illu.
transiated, "1 saw o /mlgv nmeiyd- , . sion that only the woman saw. To
ing vut of the carth.” This is. A deception her (hic illusion was that of ay

- proved by what follows? “So he Notice ljml’Suul still anc ‘rising out of the eumlui! ‘
waid 1o her. - Winr s his forfn *W-mtymﬁt He only perced e berthar - Samueh-was#-

‘And she said, *An old man) s . reusoning from what the woman auuully 'buried about 50 miles} T
mml'ng up, und he is covered Wilh suid that the form the woman suw away, 'not at Endor where, the 2
“u mantle.” And Sayl perceivied  wab that of Samuel! séance was occurring! SumuelE

W&mmunl nnd @e l_prc we hgve o petfect illustra- . was not resurrected. Tdie whole
Wl

ped with his fute” to llc ‘uon of the impersonation of thing wus a sUPBnNArURAL
. ' Augugt J884 23




‘ o .
sraunl, While impersonatiy
Samuelophe spirit spoke 9 ~!<°n|;
Suul thus: “Now Samuel said o
Saul, *Why have you disturbed
me Dy byinging mgup?” " Notice

the ying spirit. Sulf(n lied to tve -

ina S.‘imilau] munnet:
“Aud Saul” answered, ‘1 am

deepl§ distebssed; Jor the Philis-

tines fwhe war aguinst me, ur
< GODUHAS BEPARTED FROM
AND DULS NOT ANSWER MU A
MOREL, NEITHER BY PROPIETS
NOR BY DREAMS, Therefore have.
calléd you, that you may reveal to
nie what | should do.' * ,
e spint continued to impor-
I Au‘numl By reprimanding
Suul Tor all his evil deeds. Finally
thy spint concluded by sayhgg:

“Lomorrot. you and  your® sgns
will be wi"h'\b:. The Lord will
aldo delivey the army of 1sryel
into the hand of the Philistines”
{verse 19), .
“Mow did the spirit gnow what
w10 duppey Beewjise/ God
often makes Qs plans known w
voevil spirits!
3 and 11 Chronicles 18:21-22.
- jod permitied “lylng spirits” to
know Lhs plans.
God rules overaall. But He has
allowed Satan’
.. eotrol and “ytuence this entire
world. The Taxgiligr gpirit of the
*witch at Endor tmust have known
that God would deliver Saul that
next day. So it told Saul what
would happen in okder that i

impersonation -of Samuel might,

seem real!
._Saul's punishment " ' -
. Now. read what happened to
-~ .Saul becausg he inquired. about
the future-Trom'a spirit sgiediumy
S0 Saul died for his untaithful-
ness which. he had committed
ngainst the “Lord, because he did

'n'o‘z?ic,cp the word of the Lord,

andCalso because he consulted a
miedinm for guidance, But he did

He kille

iy, und turned the
‘kingdom ov

not inquiru'j' the Lord; therefore,

" That is exactly how serious
God regards spiritism! He ook

* the life of Saul for sceking infor- .

mation 'jt 14 séance!

24 The GOOD NEWS -

otice | Kings 22:22- °

W Ry demons to

to David the son of
Jesse™ (I Chronicles-10:k3t4).

fi Hig revelation to Jol;!n.v.lu)ur’\eowq of

:?“ffs us of the growing influence

wicked spirits. The control of
these wicked spirits, described in

¥ Revelation 16:13-16, will lead to
ARMAGEDDONY i

Tonpay we are warned, "(.[)0‘;@3
believe every spirit, but TusT TH
seinres, whether they are of
God™ (I' John. 4:1). We peed to
prove whether spirits at¥ good or .
evil. , : ,
Notice what Isnish wrote: .

“And when they say to you, *Sge
those who are mediuns an
wizigds, who whisper and mut-
ter,” ‘sheuld- not ‘a people seck
theiy God? Should they seck the.
,dead on behalf of thd living? o
the law dand to the testimony! 1f

> they do hot speak ligfcurding to
this word, it is because there is no
light in them (Isaioh 8:19-20). -

Bvil uplrnu\"'p'rctind
to bring light

The spirits who masquerade as
haman beings at spiritist séances .
pretend 10 bring LIGHT ‘und
knowledge, N .

. Here is what Paul wrote of
them:' “For sufh [ministers who
pretend o serve JesusChrist] age
fulse apostles, deceitful workers,

Ctransforming themselves into
apostles of Christ, And no won-

. der! FOR SATAN HIMSELF TRANS=

FORMS HIMSELE INTO AN ANGEL

oF tioir. Therefore it is jno great

thing If his ministers ulso truns-’
form themselves into ministers of
righteousness, whose end will be

}&uccurdin'g to thejir works™ (Il

Corinthians 11:1315), '

L
Cthe influenge. of wicked spirits is
- present: “Therefore submit, to

God. ResisT THE DEVIL ind” he

will fice from you (Jumes 4:7),

YOT must not obey the devil by

. yielding to his .teptations.
Instead, ask God for help. Refuse
to yield to satinic influencg. Sub-'

'mit to God's corregipn. Let Him

‘guide you. P

The mosl fmportant

A

chapter in . .
all the Bible relating to our gom-~
——bat\with- evil-spigits-is—{ohd—in——
Ephesians 6, beginiing with verse
10. Here is what we read: -

\

bretliren, bé
rd end in the
His might. Put-on the

“Finally, n
sirong in the

W
NN

“+

“armor of God, that

s-talls-us-what to-do-when

whole arior of Gods that you
may be ablg to stand agains{ The
iles of the devil. For we do not
restle ugainst flesh and blood,
ut against principulmeu. against
powgrs, ogainst the rulers of the
durknens of this age, agaist
wicked spirvits g high’ places. .
Therefore tuke up<the whole
¢ %ﬁu may be
iible to withslard . . .mtand there-
fore, .having. girded yovur waist
with TruTI” X Jesus said the
druth shall maky us fres- (fohn
8:32). God's Ward 4 the Bible
— is truth. We deed to under-
stand 11, "
Continuing in Ephestans 6:14:
“Having put oit the breastplate of
righlc:mmmeeml/w rightequsness
is defined s keeping all God's
conmmndmem& (Psulm 119v172).
“And having shod your feet with
the preparation of the gospel of
ce” - - we must all work, that
the good news of the Kingdom of
God may reich the whole world.
*“Abgve all, taking the shicld of
¥AITH with which you will be able *
to’quench all the fiery darts of the
wicked one” — absolute trust in

- God for deltverance despite all+
" obstacles —<2and take the helmet
“of sullv‘u*liun. and the sword of the -

Spirit,~ which is the worp of'
God" - use the Bible to know
what to do and what to resist. Thg
Word of God is' the only sword
that can vanquish evil spirits, and

“that can help you overcome sin

»

und produce sell-mastery! ~

M Praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the
Spirit;-being-watchiul-to-this-end
with all perseverance und suppli-

. eation forqall the saints” — don

sluck off in praying, don't become

- negligent. < ‘

PrAY with perseverance, not -
only for yourself, but for all those -
whom God “hus c&lled (Ephesians
6:15-18). .

e are all in. this battle
tofether! It.is a titanic strugghe.
_Our cternal life depends upon

- whether we overcome the tempta-

tions—of the-devil-and-subinit—to

AS

the rule, the AuTHORITY, of God

- . over our lives. It is high time we

recognized the evil powers that

-manifest themselves through spir-
T

. -




b was appurent 1o _uh

b

Ll

.
ot . ) &‘

ood began\oozing
from . His forehead
KA and temples. It bc.gan
ks sminll, almost impercepti-
ble drupluts forming a

rimson edge along His .

airline. Then bright red
~drops, began,. to run down
around His eyes and nosey,
» He didn’t blink them away |

“wipé Hiy fuce. Hc. was too

e

inwmu,
No other uma

speak..A few men, just beyon

“earshot, ‘had come part way with

Him, byt they were sleeping —
exhausted.
Now His shoulders heaved as

"He poured out His heart to God.

" His head bowed, His arms ard
hands extended in a posumn of
_appeal, His dynamic mgplratmn
yone.
‘would have seen! 0
Then, suddenly, He srose and
“walked bick to the, three ‘men
g'd left a shory -distance behind.
Though He had asked thém-to

"o watch against any interruption, -

He found them fast aslegp. He.
admonished Peter over thish

ure and again exhorted the three) .

10 wmch and pray. r
-For the secomd timel He
returned, to. supplicate, God. And -

-slegping.

qully‘ for. the third time He
= went'to pray us before. When He
returned | to His followers,: ‘He

.

s -heard Hiny,

By Jutold W. Aust ~

f(ﬁnd theny sleeping ugum ‘He
directed theni to ris¢ and "follow -
Him, for Jemu? ‘Christ knew -that .
is betrayal was ut, -
hurid (Mutthew 26:36- 46 Lukc'n-ﬂ

the hour of 1
22139-46).

-~ never broke His Futher's holy

laws (Hicbrews 4: 15).. We know -

He never harmed another person

dyging His physical life on curth
. We ‘know He performed many
" miracles to imnprove othets’ health'

« und welfaje, und ‘set o perfect

lived.

So' why, way Jcsua smnk
through this %m\l moental dne -
the point pf sweat- -

] gumh even to
ing greut drops of blood in heayrts
N wrcnchmg@uppheutmm 1o u Spiti-

tual - Father Hé ‘couldn’t’” physi-

cally see, and: for an ignorant and .

vholly ungratéful  human race -
vecaped lesst

o-could not he
Why blood, swest and tears?

"Simply. put, it tukes deep',

humiility to be, God and then to

sacrifice yourﬁsll s0 . billions of

others can become Gods!

Sound easy? Far - frnm it.
Devcloping godly humility is'one
of the most’ difficult actions any-
onc could perform. Why?-

Because hunians are not ‘born
with humility. Wc are born intoa -
—for- &hHeeenHunHlHetumsé—r rvaded-wi

only .to find Hle thred disciples,.

pride, und are highly susceptible .
to the world's’ natural influende,

We know Jgﬂus never, umncd ‘w first mgn of the dust of the
. .ground and. the woman from*
the man (Geneshy 1)26-27, 2:21-

.22, Hebrews 1:2,

example of how hl}ruhould be

is an absolute prerequmte to quahfﬂng far eternal hfe

put in, Ug through HiA Holy Spir-

‘it. And ¢ must have this humili-
ty jim, order’ to qualify. for God's

ICmgdum' -
Jesus knew this. He mnde the””

ohn 133, 10).
‘He was fully awgre of ‘Satan’s |
domineering mfluéncc on weak, -

- fragile; gullible human. flesh and

mind (Il Corinthiuns, 4: 3.4,
l:.phesmnn 2:2- 3 Ro\rclnuon
12:9).
Tl’lercfore Jclus of. all people -

- wuould ‘surely know how ecasily

humuns could be infludnoed,
esbcqully understanding the deve

Cil's insiddious power and Satun's
- nyowed purpose to'exterminate ull
Twwan life fmwxiswm.u (lumh K

I4l2 17).

e

mude humnn lesh, with its weaks
niesses — since .lesus was God in
the flesh cxpericricing what. Fe -
L created (Hebrews. 2:16-38) -
nnd Sincie Jesus knew what it was -
“like ‘to ‘be very God with all its+

mhercnt powers and - inabifity to - v

* sin (k John 3:9) -~ He humb!cd

_ Himself to the véry point of st o

“ death on the stake.

The point -is: that spmtuaI‘ NI
strength (o overcome ‘und. endure o
ﬁh—!@—&hﬁ—eﬂd—eﬁ :

only -
much prayer. and [usllng -
Jesus. did this, ‘Without suﬁb

It tukes the wmﬁnmcflhces of' cient hidmility, Jesus ‘Could. not .

prayer and fasting to receive god-
- ly humility — the vory humility

‘have endured the extreme mental .

and’ emotionul pressure and the K




* thiy type of humillty cobld jfe

v
[

R

wis, shostly to fallow. Ofly wnh
‘.unu, perfectly wbey. Go
Fathet, nelying on God's strengthi,

" and perfectly. resist, the pulls of

the. flesh, mllucnu:d by, Sotan the
dc,vil
“In short, !hat kind nf decp,
udly humility provided a Savior
“for .you. and ‘mé. Without i1, we
tureas walking dead, déstined for.
‘everlusting cuth, wiped vﬁ"om

k2

Mo God's memadry.

Read abbut this humility for

'yuumlf “I;et this mind be'in‘you *

'

whigch was .|Im in Christ Jesus, -
who'? bcmg in lhc form of Guod,

" did not consider ‘it robbgry 10 be

t:quul'wnh God, but made Hini-r
seltof numpumuam tuking ¢

. Torh of u mrvanl. -uind comingin
the likeness of men. And being -
found in appearance.as i man, He,
Humbled Himsell and - became
"ubedient lo the. point of deuth,
cvemmp death uf lhe .Lmu
(P ipptans 2: 5-8); e

~He did It r us. He. desires lcwmphe.hmcm%ﬁ

: lhm we become very God. (IF ydu.
“have. npt read ihtbcrt 'W. Arme’ .
“strong’s  book lhg Incredible.
. Humgn :Patential, “write 19 200y
“offive. nearest you for u fres
€opy,) Jesus' purposg is tq, bring .
miny sops unto glory (Hebrnm

C49-10).

It should now be, muru undc:-

standuble why. Jesus praycd 804

- earnestly, even, 1o the’ poml of

", sweuling blood. und. ‘shedding

- should” ws, (Jaiies 4;4)
secd-wi

" tears; As he drew neat to Ged, 80 -
Bis He '

10 God, neither
alvation: rested. in
o God, and that
buscd on'. Hm ;-

lype of clOSg_l_l;:)a

< can’ we. Our

. Jesuy’ i

‘obedicnce.

~humnhly " . .
it is lmpdbxilblc 1o ubz.y God

w“huuledepth of hi moll R
Whlch bnngn us

’ \Jvell ‘do.. you - d
* What's the dlffercnce belween
pridc xknd propet sauslacliqm m

formcd Well? e

Proud or pl“u

5. rmeoao Nt:ws

our' v (Munhew

‘“h

w

. wéry careful,

o God “hates”
. There is & différence belween '
'mg plcued wnh your perl'ors )

[ ]
LA ¥

. ‘cxs.ruuuung physn,.ll p.uin that. \ﬁmancc ‘and bemg t.umally pmud

(md suidd, “*This .is My beloved
'm I am well plcuﬂ"
3. ‘

The apostle: John wrate, *And

&un in"who)

J
whillBver we ask we receive from .

' Him, beciuse wl keep His tom-
)\ mandments und do those things,
that are plcmung in hiy, snuht“ (l
Joh .
T panl wiote: to thi chrcwu.

* *But do not forget o do gobd and

to shurc. for with such sitrifices.

God js well pleuscd” (llcbrcwl .

13:16).

Yo we see. thup(;nd pcrmus ‘us

to /be “pleused with our acégm-
* plishmenty or~the ‘uccomplishe
Cments of “others us long-<ns - oue*
“attitude is. bused on Gods 1w0‘

, .greut‘ commyndments:-

(Provcrb» 16: lH) 'And pride is o
p«:rwmhcd in the being of Satan, «
« who is king over all the ¢hildren -

of pride (Job 41:34). Lo

ride severs Oy d?lmnbhnpﬁ‘

with out Humbld Gol~(Psalm

“10:3). Tt (,uuucq USNo dx.pund on

ouf own humun pdwer (Pmnlm

49:1 1.

uthcr*.. just as & c.ham

atmurwould resgrict our

hnnd sulm “73:6)." It corrupts.

our wmmummuuns (vetse £). It

: dnuses us to demean and spiri-

“tuully assassinate our fellowmun

CPsalme 119:21, 69-70, 78). l‘rldu

keeps God ot a great dnlunu.‘ ‘
om us (Psalm 198:6).. -, -

\ Pride, in short, is an abominy-
tion to God (Proverbs. 6:16-17) ~

towurd (wd und love tgw d + Gud hates pride und Arrogance

‘tuplc : (Prqve b 8 13). One ‘who refuses
We ¢iin be pleancd wnh ut}wﬁ\clg% n.is proud (Proverbs

pcrf\)rm.muc for guod. Ve ple are
rqbu!h, whcn yo speak

ol sdmeone clso’s gdodv
“actions. Byt'what about.your uwn
The &nplure
says: . "Let vunolfier man. praise
stranger, and not yuur own |
“Y(Proverbs 27:2)..

JPaul wrote, *But 'He who glo-
.ries, let ‘him glor)( in"the Lord.’
Por not he who comméndi him-
“self is upproved but- whoin the

‘you, und not ydur own mumﬂ;&’ .
i .,

Lord commends” (il Conmhmns .

»

10:17-18).

v Sy WK may be plcuscd with our,,
own performance only if we are
~obeying” Jebuy..Christ’s example

and: tedching (r Cormlhmn: j

—10:12, James 1:25). Even

we exervise godly. humilky, we
muyst give the réal credit fdg our
every uucwss‘ ta” our mc:glful‘
‘compassionate, all-loving God
" (Jumes. 1:17, Philippians 2:13,
4:13). Bven Jedus' said of Hlm-
“ self; 1 am the viy u ire the
‘ branches . . : fof with Me you
"can do’ nolhmg“ (Juhn 15:5): Be ’
thierefore,” how
pleated you are with your own

pcrformamc. und bé always \. nio bther choice.

ware—of-where

) v'cbmc: from.

Pridg it quité andther - story
ride,’ and for gdod
reasons.

ln a word pnde destroys

Pride brings on,shame
‘(Proverbs 11:2), Lunlunuun lq
bused on pride (Proverbs 13:10).
M proud, God' s.Word says
« you hutc youfsell (Proverbs .
. 15:32). A roud heart ui sin
(Proverbs z '

God will ev muully humblt. ull
th@ prdud hfiaus on. this earth,

utun and the demons -

(lmmh 211, 14:13). Pride hgs no.
phwc und wlll never have a- pluw ,
in the cverlasting Kingdom .of.
God (Revelation 21: 23 27, 22440
15). ¢ ¥ -

“Thése aré the knﬂds of pride -
fiod hates, and why. Pride (ﬁ-\
, hurt you now in yolr- etforts \\
serye God uncl il not repented of,
JLLELbLL]UIpLd pin
hig final judgmbnl in.the lake,of
" fire . (Hebrews 6:4-§, Rwolalmn
-20:14-15, 11 Petér 3:7). :

Can you really tuke that
chance?

Take on Jesus' mlnd

You needs to replace your
* human- pride, "Which, i is fueled. by:
Sdtan, with Jesus' humility.-
Thero is no olher *altérnative’ —_]
whawxppmucmtm-
do it. If you decide to waityyou -
~.are’ alscadywhacklud by your
pndc and don’t kpow il. -
. Thc good news is. that ybu
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By Al Kersha

RPN A T

T he\Power of ’Iémptatlon

ike the/pull of gravity or
the force of magne-
tismi,
power 'working on your
mind. It pulls and tugs, try-

,ing to.bend your will’

toward its source.- If you
allow it todraw you, its pull
‘intensifies, and soon -its

‘power seems overwhel n\g
. Finally, you gx;'%/ug
reslstdnu: and )L/l

there is an mv:sxble'

avond orﬁ\mst it? Is tcmptatmn,

m"
8 1N

An admonition from st s

During Jesus. Christ’s final -

night with His disciples, before
His crucifixion, e gave them:a
warning: “Watch and pray, lest
you enter into temptation. The

spirit indeed is willing, but the

flesh is weak' (Matthew 26:41).

Jesus well understood the sub- .

tletics and powers-of temptation

and the weahness of \l‘wman -

N 4

from a magnet, invisible lines of
force “will teach out from the
‘magnet to attract the iron. If yo

- place the iron piece just a little

closer, the attraction will intensi-
fy. Nudge the iron still closer and
it will be'drawn all the way fo the
magnct’

Temptation works much the .
same way.

be money, for others drugs. Some

" are allured to overindulge in food

and drink; For a great many the
enticentent comes from power
and sex.’, o )
_The original, classic case of
temptation is found in the first

.For some people ther
- object of wrong attraction might .

Fe

v

T book of thes Bible. Eve, the first
wofnan, was/approachcd by-asub- -
*tle serpent — Satan the devil — '
who aroused Eve's interests and
desirgs by- offering her a false
image. In her deception Eve' -
“bought™ it (Genesis 3:1-6).
Satan ‘suceeeded in enticing her
‘and stirring up a wrong desire
within her. Throuﬂ ‘Eve Satan
témpled Adam, the first man, to
sin, and the result is the wotld in i
which you live. - i

What Satan did to Eve he is /- - .

. doing to the whole world." The " T :
Bible calls him-the *god of this - S

‘wgrld‘,' (11 Corinthigns 4:4; ° S\ i

' “Authorized Version). He' is the oo

fatheY of lies (John 8:44), and we’ ;

may also appropriately call him -}

. the father of temptations. He has ~ 1.

_created an atmosphere of lust, - -4

Ydu have just succumbed to

v - : L bemgs That’s why He gave thxs
i ... .the power of temptation.

admomnon

Temptatlon is-a real force, gnd -
it is dangerous! Every person who
haslived, including Jesus Christ,
‘has felt its power.

As_a Christian; you need to

and how to resist

influences, which lead to sin! *
Where does temptation come
Vhat is ﬁ\c best way to

Temptation is not sin, "but it is

the forerunner of sin. Temptation
is an appeal tothe. carnal; human
mind ‘and flesh to think or do

“_,SP}DEEE& contrary to God’s law -

know how temptation ‘works —.
its subtle -

" of love. It’s a force of attraction in” -
the’ wrong direction.

Have “you ever expcnmcmod.
with a rnagnet? If you place a
small piece of iron not far away

- responsible for the wrong entice-

envy, jealousy and competition

that has led billions of mankind §
‘into sin and resultant death. §
Satan, lhe *prince of the power of
the air” (Ephesians 2:2), has been i

ments, pulls and attractions that
influence us in this world.
’ But as fesh-and>Blood humans,
we carry a burden of responsibili-

oo~ mmuaww i doa W

" bim ﬂ-.‘.:;‘t




1) ‘Q‘ - ’
: - . v
) ) hd " . 4 -
- : ty. 100, for many of the tcmpta» keep himself from sinning.  spirit of {ear, but of power and of
: tions that ¢ raw us. How? -

/ Flesh and blpod — a root
of temptatlon

James, God said:
‘ tempted when he is drawn away
i - by his own desires and enticed. .
i, Then, when desire has conceived,
it gwes birth to sin; and sm.-.whqn
it is full-grown, brings forth .
- death” (James 1:14-15).
_ r The apostle Paul "frankly dis-
. - cussed his own battle with temp-
. S tation: “For | know, that in me
- (that. s,
good dwells; for to will is present
‘ith me, but how to perform
. . at is-good 1 do not find. For
R ” thc good that | will to do, 1 do not .
. 1 do; but the evil 1 will not to de,
, thas | practice. 1\40\'/ if | dowhat1 |
| © will not to da, in is no lorger |-

me’; (Romans 7:18-20).
. As Jesus said, the spirit is will-
.ing, but the fiesh is weak.

. O ‘that have siiccumbed to tempta-
-1 : tiqn; In the book of Judges,. for
] instance, is the story of how Sam-
. son was unsuccessful ‘in resnstmg
~ Delilah’s temptation (Judg;s
= - 16:4-21). Samson, therefore, en-

11 shgws.how David became so
. 'sheba that “he..perpetrated bolh

«f . adultery and murder.
- Joseph, on the other hand, was

. ‘ Speaking ‘through the_apostlc‘
_“Each one is ,

in my flesh) nothing’

. who do i1, but sin that dwells in -

The Bible tells of many mdh ’
viduals and even- whole nations

dangered -his own life and the
securify: of -his people. 11 Samuel

- obsessed wuh his desige for Bath--

Let's femembcr\.lesus admoni-
tion:, “Watch and pray, lest you
enter into .temptation.”

Joseph apparently had not. He
remernbered he was human and
" vulpergble fo ‘temptation, and so’
stayed close -to God in prayer;
watchful of circumstances around
Chim. N .
Forgeumg how human we are’

-, is a serious mistake. 1t will lead us

. to .lower our spiritual defenses
and allow. ourselves to draw near
situations we ought -not. Hur
nature or, more accurately, car
mindedness is tuned in to lempta-
tions. It desires to go the wrong
way. It is naturally attracted to
‘Satan’s lures. Unless we catch
- ourselves and resist soon enough,
w: will be caq\ghl off. guard and

‘pulied into sin.

Let's turn our attention now 1o’
thc -example of Jesus Christ. In
the book of Hebrews we find this
_statement: “For we do not havé" a

gh Priest who cannot sympa~

thize ‘with our weaknesses, but -

as in all points lcmp!::d as we '
yet without sm (chrews
4 IS)

For 33% vyears, Jesus Chr’lst
successfully withisiood. afl the
pulls, tugs and enticements of
+ .Satan, this world and His fesh,

and did not sin. Jesus foliowed

- His .own advice. He knew His

owi human qualities and

‘strenghs were no match for the

While
David and Samson. had ‘tempo- -
rarily forgotten ythis principle, -

love an f a-sound mnnd“ s
LU lmothyl7)“ I
his is the way Jésus Chnst

. fought ‘all His baftles and won. ~

'

He had a full measurg of God's

Spirit. He had the very mind of % ‘

God. -He was "able 16> overcome
every wrong tcmptanon R
The greatest time of“tempta- :
tion in Jesus® life, the confronta- _
tion between'H|msclf and SMN“‘_,/ J
serves as the example of ou
learning. You can read about :this

" titanic spiritudl battle in' Matthew

“tempt ‘Jesus into sinning agaihst

4:1-11. Satan thrce times tried to_

.God and thus disqualifying Him-

self as: Savior of the world. But

“Jesus rejected Satan’s lures and
‘thus qualified to replace Satan as

ruler of the world at Jesus’ Scc~
ond Comfng

The. confrontation between Je-
sus and Satan was a total success

LA

for - Jesus. He, had fasted and | BERS
prayed and,wad filled with the o
knowledge Of_the Scriptures, and o

.was well armed for the éntice-

ments and attraciions that were

- put. before Him. Jesus knew the

eneimy was not just Satan, but the .
fieshly ?ulla of His own body. .

In Paul’s second epistle to the
Connlhnans, God inspired -these

" words: “**For. though we walk in

the fiesh, we do not war accord- -

ing to the fiesh. For the weapons’ . -
. of our warfare are nat carnal but '

" mighty in God for puiling down

strongholds, castirig down argu-- . . - ¢
ments and every high thing that = - .
exalts jtseif against the krowl-

[ case of Pouphar's wile {Genesis
39:1-12) " Joseph "exércised a

1] restraimt and comol that kept.

him from yielding lo a persistent
temptress — ¢hat %cpl him from
‘ sinning against God. How did he
R ~ ‘do it? Why was he able o resist
- R when others could not? -

- .. . “ Joseph- was just as human as
. ‘ . - any of us. He wasn't periect. He
- ) sinned in his life. The Bible says,
~ 4 i *“There’is \none nghteous no, not

| R 1. onec...lof “all havg sinn
h giory of God”

- fall short of

~able 10 resist templation in the.

spinitual warfare He had.io wage.
. He plainly stated, ‘)l can of
~.Myself do nothing”™ (John $:30).
No humdn_being has the
strenglh -to .fight - this spiritual
warfure alone. But though we can
* do nothing of and by ourseives,"
Jesas alse tells us, “With God all
things are possible” (Mauhew
19:26). When’a persoh is spiri-
tually close to God and relies on

God's pawer, seemingly impossi- -

ble tasks become possible. .

“and

. 23). Yet, in this .
and other sit akions Joseph was
.able to master temiptation and

ﬁ.ﬂuﬂng temptatio:

Speaking to those: who had
received God's Holy Spirit, Paul

said, “‘For' God has not given us a

edge pT- God Inging e€évery _ : i
thought into,capuivity to the obe- :
" dience of Christ™ (11 Conmhlans

© 10:3-5).

’

"venlio

Just as Jesus Christ needed the

-spiritual presence of His Father

to assist Him with His struggles,

so we negd Jesus Christ's inter-

and assistawce in -our -k
struggles. He can help us literally b
capture every wrong. thought

before it leads us mlo sin. He can -

and will hclp us t6‘overcome the - I

temptation to sin, if we stay close’
to God spiritually. .

Let’s take seriously Jesus’
helpful admonluon to watch and
pray! O .




N THE GOOD NEWS

o — naw as the mn-commg ngdom of Gﬂd-

‘» o ~ will finally know peace. Here’s bow it will lmppen.

oGod’sKm dome—-- .
OurHopeforfheFuture oAl :

No other thought or pmrsult is as important nght

| _yWorld Peact Is Coming! . R |

_ Animosity, bloodshed and war will soon end, and the world B

1 ,InaWorld of Division — S S
“AFeastof Unity! =~ =

* In this traglcally divided world the God-ordained Feast e
 of Tabernacles focuses on unity in God’s Church and .~~~
pictures the peacf of the wonderful world tomorrow

oHave You Learned
- to Number Your Days?

Lnfe is 5o fleeting! Here’s a much-overlooked

y b

“‘ = perspeet;mn how to bestmeihulmewvermgiven. — =

oEcclesnastes. Vital Lessons About Llfe B

. The Oid Testament book of Ecclesiastes offers several
unportant messages that dnrectly relate to your salvatlon '




