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| PERSONALFROM
‘Heres Good News'

ou hve in a world of
frustration and de-

spair, whose greatest -

problem is the very question

"1 of SURVIV ar!In this troubled
~world, The Good News of
i Ihe Waorld Tmnorrow comes

. m hrmg hope, assurance and.

The search for peace seems to
" be the No. ! occupation of ‘gov-

- ernments-today. Yet none knows

where to find it. None knows THE

WAY to peace!
It is' like the story you may -

have heard aboint the elderly lady
who scarchud every nook and

i

TRUTH.. '
‘Qu¢ commission is to pro-.

"} claim to the wmrld the Goop

_er, will mpt preduce. it.

-NEWS of the coming WORLD of § -

PEACE. World leaders, howev-s

were nownere 10 be found. —

" until she went to wash “Her Tace.

Then she discovered they -had
simply beey pushed up above her

. forehead. They vawre aght mere

all the timc — she had simply not-
known whefe to look.
© . Butif we were to tell the world
about the ONLY PUACE where the
_way to peace can be found, the
world would not listen, for that is
a source the world has completely
rejected. The world refuses to look |
there for THE wWaAY, or to listen if it
is read. The source simply daes not
speak their language. ’
Consequently, we- get this .| .

. .GOOD NEWS to the world in the

world’s language. The Plain
Truth magazine makes that |
amazing ‘and positive truth PLAIN
~— in a language this world

- understands and will atcept

But The Good News of the
“World Tomorrow is for those |
who atcept the one source where
this trath may be found — for
thosa who wish to 20, deeper |mo

" this precious gold mine of truth,

N WN LANGUAGE! :
Wré‘;we been bwen, one mlght
say, a uaJ wmmssnon l) Our

to procﬂaxm to the. whole world, as
a SwiTness, the goodnews of
.coming world peace. In Bible las-
guage, itis called “*Jesus Christ's

1 Gospel” (the word gospel means

“good news”') — and that Gpspel.
is the Kingdom of God. .

The “Kingdom "of God is the
COMing WORLD GOVERNMENT
that il bring peace. Worlld lead-
ers — both statesmen and scien-

- L tistst — are saying the world's

" she had: mislaid her ghsm They, :

~WORLD GOVERN=|
- MENT. So.we proclaim it in their
: language — not Bible language
- We are commissioned to pmciasm;
it ONLY @5 @ wilaess. Followingz
Jesus Christ’s example — andg
_Peter’s and Paul's — we make no
- - 2L
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ffort to cram Christ’s religion
n their throats. )

Jesus. said none can come to”
Him Ygpiritually — religiously)

excopt the Spirit of God drgpws

him. We are humans. We cannot |

draw them. That is not our job — -

it is God’s. Jesus mever pleaded,y '
“WoON'T you accept m me?” Henever
urged or begged any
to “be saved.”|Nor
did Peter or Paul.

*er's tight' WAY OF LIFE

That is

. seeks those results by going the
. opposite way. And that is THE
wAay that produces every un-
wanted trouble!.” . '
There is.one-root CALSE for alI
the troublés this world. issuffer-
mg — transgression of our. Mak-

that -
waY expressed in prmclp!e gy the
Ten Commandments. -

This world, in general, has lost
contact 'with, and therefore
knowledge of, its M%er — the

The Good News is for those
who‘accept thé one source of
truth and who wish to go
deeper mtc thls gold mine!

‘Protestant

: REL!GIOLS nmcnucn and practice.

Our cormmission TO THE
WORLD is 'to preach the GoOD -
NEWS a5 @ withess. This we do 1N
THEIR LANGUAGE. This we dop as
an interesting, dynamic, EDUCA-
FioNAL broaficast — NOT as a’

~ religious program.

For this, . The P!ém Truth is
our vehicletin-print, besides free
booklets.

But our second commlsswn !S ’

10 “FEED JESUS CHRIST'S SHEEP,”
to- put it in biblical language.
Those whom God, through His
Spirit, has drawn to Jesus Christ
Z— Has converted- — need deeper

‘a modcfn -

soLRCE of e»erylhmg good thm
man desires.

The living God - our Cfeamr .
RULES over His enlu'c vast, limit-
less creation.. But ‘to fulfill His
purpose, He has marked out a
duration of 6,000 years to allow
man to make his own free choice.

. Huma%s “have been made Tree

moral ‘agents — creatures of
chlolce. - N

‘hen there is to follow’ “that’
6, years the diredt supernatu-
rgl intervention of the great Ruler
of the universe. He will enforce”
the . rule-of Ha’ government for
1,000 years. Even the natuie that

hag drawn humanity. like 2 mag-

net toward fdlsé values gnd into

‘cannot gai

: powcr gnd force' He'is coming,

strange as it may sound,to force
peace, - happiness ‘and abundant
well-being on a human race that -

¢ will® ‘not accept, voluntarily, the
© WAY that will cau& it! :

Our comiilission is to get the
GOOD NEWS to the world. But we -
the attention of the
world
Bible-sounding language.

We have to be realjstic. The
world in general, by nature, s
hostile to God’s message >— when
Spoken in religious-souriding . lan- .
‘guage. God explained tha
through the apostle Paul, w
wrote, “The carpal mind is en‘mi~
ty [hostile] against God; for it is
not subject to the law of God, nor
ifidesg can be” (Romans 8:7).

If we go to the world with

" BIBLE LANGUAGE, the world will
- noy listen?! On the other hand, we )
know that the very foundation of ~

. ALL knowledge — the very basis

of all right EDUCATION "— is

" God’s revealed Word — the Haoly

- Bible! But the world does not
knéw that. Nor will the world, /F

knows the kngwiedge is mxng\

m the Bible "accept it.;

Actually — think of it — the
B:bie is the Basis of - nght EDUCA-
noN, -But the world will not look
into the Bible for it. Nor, if you
speak in BIBLE LaNGUAGE; will it
hear or accept ‘h‘ To reach the
consciousuess of the world, there-
fore, we have 10"SAY.IT IN. THE,
WORLID'S LANGUAGE .

PUTESTEE T
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“ing ahead but ever w

spiritual jood, And The Good
Newy is our magazine to help in
fulfiiling “that vital p‘h&e of our
_commission. :

Woﬂd leaders search ﬂ’or the

y 1o PEACE. Yet they see noth-
ning'.
troubles with no solution. The
reason -they see no solutiony is
that they often willingly hlde
their eyes from the.causes.

For every wrong result ‘there
has to be a CAUSE.To CAUSE the

“will, |
_PEACE,

~ihe WwWrong ways will be Cmnzed‘

THE WORLD TOM
therefore. befa -

RROW
orld of .
PROSPERITY, HAPPINESS,
ABUNDANT wuhnnxa' o

. Our commission is 10 prmlmm _
to the world this GOOD NEWE @!’ -
ahe Kingdom of God and of
gifi of eternal life, and to prepare .
the way for the coming of the

,glgnﬁedf Messiah.' Very svon,

now, He will come to this earth in

" supernstural powin and GLORY!

‘language.

desired resulis of peace, happi-
ness,

\we!l»benng, our Creator set in

motion invisible and inexorable
laws. -There is no other way 10
abtzin these desired ends. ~
¥ a rebellious mankind
refuses to. obey THAT wav.

2 The GOOD NEWS

- ¢

. prosperity and abundant

. peace.

o se! up WORID GD\;E@!\»

MENT! World statesmen and
séientists say WORLD GOVERN-
MENT is the only hope of world
Bui men could never
achieve it. Jesus Christ is coming
to rule with ToTaL supernatural

using religious or

Y

i3]

Now wﬁa! 15 ﬁ!vallﬂn' n 15
THE prrpost for which we were ..

put here onghis carth. So, to the’
‘world, we don’t use the word sal-

vation. We talk about the fact -
that one of the very sasics of.

'imowledge is an awareness of the

meaning
+— 10 make
world will

d.the pURPOSE of life
iie MEanINGFUL. The
iteh to that kind of
tion of the

To gain-the atiep

world — to gel God's ‘truth — * :
. He s comihg 10 RULE all nations  Jésus Christs Gospel — ——.inlo the '”““*“T""’-‘
* consciousness of the millions in

the world — WE HAYVE TO SPEAK
THE - WORLD'S LANGUAGE! Nof

. the spmmll-wundmg stuéie

of the Bible.
- So in The Plain Truth and
iC‘ aﬂmse’d on page 23}

s
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he presidential cam-
paign is on full blast

' in the United States.
The i issue’ of survival of the
nation ‘will fall squarely on
the shoulders of _the next
president.

Other important e!emmns '

- haw recently occurred, or will
occur shonly. in -other nations
- around the world. T

i -plode in the Middle FEast and
L other
© o, nuclesr war! War ‘that. "means

L4

thes amnmmuuﬁ"f‘*@ civitization.

danger. The issue is a mauer of
" government!
.- Few realize it becaus‘e thev do
ot hea! it thday, but the GospeL

government.

World war thredlens to ex-

**hot spots.”” anhtful _"

- The world this minute is in grave -

Jesus Christ’s message was. concerned with the . -
government of nations. Christians are ‘
zhose who follow Christ. Here’s what He would do o

By Herbert W. Armstrong

X
QF JESLS Cmusr — the Gospei
Jesus brought from God and
preached —— was a message about
governmem ! .

Christ wag !nterashd in
GOVERNMENT :

Yes, Jesus was interested in
His message” was
about a government to RUIE THE

.
. @ C

\
.

WORLD and bring S WORLD e
"PEACEY o
In this mumcntoumpres:demmi 2

" year, what would Jesus Christ do,

for instance, about the upcoming ¢
U.S; election if He were a %
native-born American? .
.. Would He vote for Walter Mon- « §
dale? Would He use His influence fﬁ
to keep the Rcagan admumstrauon 3
at the helm in this crisis? g
Many of you have

-




' ﬁndéubiedly read the book /n His
Steps by Dr. Charles M. Sheidon.

it has been one of the ali-time
best-sellers. It is the storyof an
entire congregation that set cut to
do, in all circumstances daily, just

-as Jesus would do — to ““follow

His steps,” as we are admenished
by Peter. ~

My only criticism of the book™.

. is that its characters, like most  third of-the angel¥ followed him, bmuﬂ'ﬁv order out. of chaos,
- people who think they follow = :
Jesus, acted as_they supposed
Jesus would act jnstead of
studying the Bible to ﬁvﬂd out’
how He did act. .~ .
The apostle Paul said, "1 am -
crucified with Christ:, neverthe-
- 3 less 1 live; yet not i, but Christ
M ] liveth in me” (Galatians 2:20.
- 1 Authorized Version). He admon-
- ished, “Let this mind be in yvou.,
‘ . which was also in. Christ Jesus™
. M - -(Phalippians 2:5). :
. H "4 person is not g
T H ~reaily a Christian
unless he foilows
Christ -— acis a§
. Christ would act
— unless Christ is_
. - living Hs -life in
- him.
; What wounld Je-
- B - sus do in this cru- o )
> < ciai election? M- £rom fag-waving  created the preseht segen,able md
° ‘ - _ To understand &= partisans to armry “animai life and created upon
- what Jesus ‘would ,g‘:,pra;es ters, ihe*s . carth_a new' race, the race of -
. .do u.c maust tuke a 8 " U.8. ‘disction - hum.m mortals.
T quick oversiew of " exmpaign 18 1% full Adam was given rule’ over the
.. the governgginis.of. swing. Worldwide,  lower species — animals. Lucifer,s
‘ this -world Wom 18 Jeaders face the a cHerub, had. been given' rule \,
O ” foomdation ot mﬁmm—ﬁvcfﬂngch—%wm—humaﬂs—
now . This. is reces ‘ mﬁhuman survivall - weré' made & littie lower in sta,(us
] T sary for a True per- than 2ngels; they were adein
] spective.. \M‘: age -, ‘ ) the image.of God with. fossibili-
! prone to view  politics, gmcm— . aucmmmg w wnquw andQuEr\ ies, thropgh conversion, of being .
. ment and world events from the " the wniverse (lsaiah -14:12-18 born of God and changed into’
- ;lundpsauL 1 of this present world. . Revelation 12:49). . immortal spirit beings. higaer in -
R - ’ g But he was ¢ast back down to  order than angels. S
How it all fatted earth in defeat, disqualified even -~ in the Gardpn of Eden was the
» . In the bcgmmng God created  as e;mh ruler. though nol 1o be  tree-of li §mbalu of the Holv
" . v theé hcavens and dhe catih (Gene- -a) “dethroned until a successag was  Spirit of God ‘Himsglf, by which
- . N sis 1:1). In vulevship over, this-=< bosh qualified arM inauguragiid  Adam could’ have been raiseg:to
. ‘darth God sent a cherub who into office. this hugher immortal and diVing -
o - T seated up the som total of perfecs— f*’stmsmmm anteditu devel— - — w-___w-_«,«_,):;,f‘,
o - tiom, om and’ beauty. His - vidW) w@r(g brought physical First, Adam was given oppor-. -
- * & throné was in Eden.‘He was ruler  destrudipf o the earth by the  tunity to gualify-as: WORLD:
® T - . oyer 3 peaceful wdrid populated —JO%was the fornication of  auLer. He could have ‘bécome
by ings superior to humans — « Sodom and Gomorrah brought - Successor to the former Lucifer,
- ' , spiri ings called: angels (Fze- physical destrucion and-chaos to  now renamed Safan (me:mmg
. . kiel 28; " 1%, ° those cities by fire — jusl as the “"adversary, rival, aggeessor’j. .,
N ' T But as this brilliant shmmg sins of ghe present evif world have ~ Adam was put to the test o

4 "meaooméws e

iGN
“star of the dawn” — Lucifer —
contzmplated his glory,
lifted him up, ambition seized
him and suddenly he became dis-
satisfied_with a rulership limited
10 one single pla’\e*

He became jealous of God; seL
his heart o riv al the eternal Cre-
ator himself and left this planet in
a war of

pride.

conquést, i which-a.
o

doomed if to phisical destruction,_

. once -again by fire — so the sins

of the angels causel the face of
the earth to'suffer greet violence,
and it became chaolic. in confu=
sion, waste and-dempty enes‘s
1:2).

First, chance al world ruie --
Then in six daw God Almight \

-
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. delermine whether he would ‘obey -

God and pmve able te RLLE with
God's laws. -

In the fatefui test with Satan,
Adam- disobeyed God, accepted
the rule of Satan over him —
vielded to human’ pric‘c lust and
greed.

Thus he placed hzmscif and his
‘children under the rule of Satan.

He failed to overthrow Satan. He,

failed to prove he conld obey God
and carry. cut God's government
over
piaced under him.

Had Adam cbeved God and
proved able 1o defeat Satan in this
test, e cculd have paﬂaken of
the tree of 118k - ~ he would«have

teen bepotien of Gon. later BORN

of God,
God, of the very. Femily — the

. KINGDOM-—— OF.Gop! All; eartbiﬁ

mortals, as his ;c,!uidrcn. would

have been under :his rule. He

. would have become weorld ruler

forever! But Adam placod himself

“and his ¢hildten UNDER ﬂ{z RULE
" OF SATAN.

Adam ‘was driven from thc

the tree of life and gain immortal- .

ity (Geresis 3:22). Thus he nevet,

° His. Holy Spam
_ Satan thus retained hns rulers.
shap, thmugh mvmbh: sway of

those Ged should have

chahged from mortal
- human to. immortal and divine

% . P .
influence, temptation znd decep-

£ ]

. world definitely

- making! Should-

 would Jesys do?

-+t~ Garden of Edenfest-he- take-of ~——Satan-found -in-Gre-

s

tion, over the wor! d

‘How our présent systerrr
started

Jus: kow Satan x‘nahipulaae«}'

heman morials in the ways of

. government on earth ddring the

first 1,600 or 1,700 years, there is
no historic- fecord. We know

merely that with very few-excep-

tions. humans under Satan’s
invisibie swav foliowed the course
of human passions, the wicked-
ness of man was grest on the
earth. and God destroved 'ail bu:
eight soyls by, the Flood. -

“Noah and his descendants

shouid have learned !henr leason
but they aldn 1. :

This troubled
is not of God's - §

Christians .iry to
improve conditions
through politica!
processes? What ..

"

great-grandsons cf Noah, Nim- -
“rod, the grandson of Ham, avery
. received _immortality, whick is ., able and potyerfuﬁ mdn who coujd-
* . T gifi of God by and through

. be. used politically. Thmug‘h-
-Satan’s influence, instilling great

“ambitiow through greed and
pride.‘mis Nimrod organized the *

people into-a system A human

goverfiment by whicK mgn ruled

over man contrary to the prma«
ples established b) God. .
Such governfient never coujd
be good -or bring blessings tp
humanity, but.the Fternal pur-
posed 10 permit man to learn thatf

- lesson by hard- experienges. We

SN

are }eammg it sifl, and heven't

learned it yet.
- Now notice hqw ‘the presént
world’s society became organized.

. Nimrod orgznized the present

world’s first-government — - the
city of Bapvion. Later he
nized Nineveh and other cit
He instituted the system of
mientation, whereby pneora few

~ at. the top, by directing their

-efforts, profit from the sweat and

labor of others: S
Thus fhe Basy LONISH sys&cm

of government ‘was started. Soon

" there were many cities, each

ruled by a king.-
" Then an ambmous king,

.swayed by Satan’s philosophy,

seekipg more worlds to congquer,
organized a portion of his man-
power into a fighting force and by .
aggressmn ruled over adjoining-
cities. Thus nations yere born,
o and thgn empires.

This BaBy-
LONISH princip‘ﬁ: of
government, inter-
¥ iwrned with ‘eco-
| .nomic manipula-

tion, has. ruled the .
‘workd ever since. It-

1@s ruled under
various forms —,
Jwhethier called. ofi-..
garchy, monarchy,
. dictatorship, autoc: 3
racy, - democmcy. £
commurism or } \ia-g
ziismi ,— bat it’s
~the same old Baby- 5
| LONISH® PRINCIPLE <
A fcrent modes of 2
adiministration. §

o sem—"

of ﬁf“*““?{ nd ﬂias'as T.«mgm of aﬁé’a*
we call CIVILZATIONT [15 forms ¢ .
- of administration “have under- 2

gone change, but its basic princi- 8-

. ple has refained” the same — 3
. compelition §
n

nd strife based=x
up«m greed and vanity. )
Regardless of the form 1nt

-

W*éme«w 1084 5

snder slighily dif-"¢ ?

e

2
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.




" which it

appears, it is a system
_based upon ecxploitation of the
peop]e aggression, regimenta-
tion, delusion and deception. And
the entire systern i$ founded on

~ the idea. of . hudd“mg people

together in c'owd‘gd citiest

Since 1t is the system of strife
an competition, -each of the four
pnases of this civilization —

-, political, economic, religious and

social ¢ 10
dominaterand rule.

.« In ancient Rome the politicians
“ruled over the church, business
ahd sogiety. Then after A.D. ssa,
the church rtied over the state,
” business and society. In America,
where we.are _supposed to rule

" aurselves, it has been a constant
struggle for dominance between
big business and the politicians.

In Russia today a small group
of atheistic Marxists have setupa.’

dictatorship of the proletariate

inducing the laboring class to
- support this dictatorship for the
benefit of this gne class.

But regardliess of the particular
form of administration, this ¢Ci1vi-
LiZATION that holds the. entire
‘world in its organized grip today
- is the same old BABYLONISH SYS~

?E\l started -at the original Bmy- '
. by Nimrod! s
Ba on micans “CONFUSION.’

Competition and strife have pro--
‘duced confusion in the world. -
And God is not the author of -

conjusmn a Conmhmns 14:33).
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. BETTER WDRLD?

to make this & .

Now wg come’ ‘to the reason for

. “heeding a true perspective.
Most churchmen today, view-
ing everyiliing from the perspec-

#iy assugae this is God's world.
They seescertain foroes of evil in.
it, and _fhese they fecl they must
.oppose. They. see the Christian
duty to be that of working to

- TWar congept is @ wrong view-
point aliogether.
This is not a world of G
- making. This is SATAN'S w idl
Satan is the invisibic god of thjs’
world. He is the author of its

_ Organization, . its basic philoso-

The GOOD NEWS -~ -

v

phies, its systems of government, -

business. sociely  — yes, and’
RELIGIONS! '

* This thing we boast of as civi-
LIZATION .is, in actual fact.
Satan’s handiwork, not God's!

Strange as it may seem, that is
" true!s Alf-nations — not just the
. heathen powers, but all nations,

including ours — dre DECEIVED,
swayed, led, by Satan (Revelation
12:9, 18:3, 20:2-3). The Bible
speaks of this world as.“this pres-

-ent EVIL WORLD" {Galatians Jd:
AV .

»

Why Jesus Christ came!

“ Into sych a world, in His own
due time, God sent forth His own
Son, born of the human virgin

Way did Jesus come? To get
into politics, to strive against the
forces of evil in this world, to
-make - this a better world for
humanity to live in?

- WHAT was His message? Cer-

. taml) ~OT 2 Gospel merely about
_ Himself — a Gospel of merely

accepting Him and then, as part
of this world, h&{ping to make it
better!

When Jesus reached the

approximate age of 30 He was

baptized and ancinted with thé
Holy Spirit as-the Christ. But
before He preached a word —

before He could- cyen emter upon
His ministry — Hie, like the first -

greaisst contest in all elernity!

Shnuli!:hrhﬂm;;tﬂ!n‘___vma ~comtest for the ruler- by and through many saints
’ ship of ali @fe carth. Jesus Christ.

met and conguered Satan by thé
Word of God. Satar, like his min-

isters . today, quoted Scripture,
-but he twisted ang perverted its
" meaning. Jesus quoted Scripture,
tive of THiS, WORLD TODAY, blind-

accepted it to mean what it says,
overcame Satan by obeying it!

Jesus withstiood Satan’s temp-

tations, rejected his deceptions,

" refused to obey hiw, conquered

" him by obeying Gop! Then He

siunk away!

Then and there,J
quakified to su
RULER OVER ALL THE EARTH! Bot

the- time had rot yet come {7
Him to be idaugurated Into

oA

sus Chris™
Satan as .

\of‘oe First, He-bad to feturn o~
the-threme—of God and tecgive "
de s official authorization.

God had 2llotted ONE MILLEN-

NIAL WEEK — that Is, 2 period of wem - :

seven thousand-vear “‘days”, —
for the accomplishment of His -
divine pURpOSE In humanity on
this earth. That divine purpose is
- the creation of rightecus, spiritual
sons of God. .
_ God allotted the ﬁ*sa six of
these thousand-year periods for
Satan’s labor of deceiving the
human .race — 6,000 years in
which man is permiited, if he
chooses, to suffer from the “la-
bor™ of sin. When the first Adam
failed to depose Satan,” God
extended the duration of Satan’s
dominion over the earth for 6,000
vears. This was necessary for the .
accomplishment of God's great
, purpose.
Then, as'“in six days the Lord
.. madé the heavens and the earth,
and on the sevénth day He rested-
and was refreshed™ (éxodus
31 17), even so in the wenth
millennium, humanity.is to “rest™
from sin qnd ‘thase converted are

. to enter<into God's spiritual rest.

In this coming~Millennium, *Satan

shall not do amy work — that is,

his work of deceiving the world!
Then Jesus will return to earth,

this time in ali His power‘and

glory as KmG of kings and LorD

of lords. - o
But, in. God’s grw& plan, He

has purposed that Jesus shall rule

thea —
‘madc iramortal. They shall form
the world-ruling kmgdem — the
Kingoom OF Gop — that shall
rule over ail the mortal nations on
carth. Time hqd to Be allowed for
their conversion.

Jesus preached e

GOVERNMENT )
So,-after meeting and conquer-

“ing “Satan, Jesus devoted three

o ‘ - and a half years to teaching His
g T ——mggmmg a better world. — ————— communded - Satan; *"Away with— ~—~Gospet to His- disciples: ——
N you!" — and the devil @hc)ec! and

‘His Gospel - the only true
Gospel of Jesus Christ -— is not
what most people think today.

" Few have h it, today! .

it was, and Is, a Gospel of good
government! The word gospel .
¢ {Commued on page 23}




\
()/wn lmdvrcmpim.s' zed in tiw lzves of many,

hope is a tremendous spiritual gift at- # «

w/orI\ in all who szl be m God's caming R’mgdom

-
v

ree great Iruits of

: ,God's Holy Spirit:
faith, hope. and love (1

Coginthians  13:13).. Most”

Christions readily. and eas-

ily understand thut love,

- called the grum,st of these

for salvation,
But what about hope? What
iy hope, even?

fulth, hope stands as one of the
most linportant spiritunl gifts, to
be soupht after wid exercised by®.
cvuy one of Gl's ppuplc.

. What s hope?

Let's um‘h,wlund first whul
hope. is not. It is not; wmcud-
down, taith.

L wuyduy u)nvcvsulion‘
‘ngople oftén say hope: when they
mcan wish, “Lets liope it all

[ ditney means the* person {8 atraid
it won'ty Hoping . is not, Mul\m
Hope' is confideént, pub/crlnl
bold, Hope -is -not afraid. Hope

© casts out fear und duubl TN

To hopc means o look forwird

pitts, and faith are’essentinl -

toward God's

uw.;mna B, th,hlm\ulnln

o lhhlc spenks of / 10 with contidence oi‘ I‘ulﬁllnmm.

vt expect with desir¥!

There is nothipg-weak. in -true.
It s positive, -
looking uheud to the -

» Ghristlun  hope.
usuroed,
future.” Ilom lifts w pergon's
-‘huuuhm beyond the immedinte
trials’ and ‘problems of the pres-
-ent. Hope sees God® t} plan at work -+
- God” producing

A Christion filled with "hupe

huy mﬂ “and purpose. He is ulive
L Given-oyuul runk-with-love and——with—spicitusl—cncrgy - kes

overcoming und growing no mut-
ter whut  negutive fuctors and

influences are at work to discour- :

age und frustrade his progress '
kmg(lnm. Paul
Boes s fur as to suy, “For we are
saved by hope” (Ruypans 824
Aulhurln,d Vq,;sion)! vt

Hopu makes the differsnce

“Hvery C‘hriutlun fights, u"daily
angd lfelong spiritual buttlc

‘—Wﬁrkrﬁ&l—lﬂr—ﬂtrbeﬂt—ﬂ«mwe'—ﬁ st st Even the-upost

Sl dcc,ply converted Chriutiuﬂ, wus
frastruted by his own personal .
fuilure to mgasure up to the gual

‘ql spirituil fection | lhut is in
.lcuus Christ,

Paul cried . oul. “For l know »

lis character
in us, by what we oxperience, o
- quality us for cternnl-life,

p—Hle. The thouyht-

"-g

thut in_me (thut s, in my ﬂcnh)"'/

. nothing good dwells: fop to will is
prﬂuﬁl with me, but hoy to per-
fnrm ‘what is guud I
(verne-18).

c ortx@lnly You, 100,

Sulls, thoughts und attitudes you .

‘knew were contrary t0-God's por-
tcut law ‘ol loye,
unuble 16 resint. theld power. You

v

; iy even huve fearcd loving mal-.

vation becnuse of your inability v
oot sin wmplctely from  yodr

rent, buv.its pull on our flesh is
BLroig,,

AN Chrlstluns mlght well cehu
* Paul's Ihﬁightl‘ul words: “For we'

‘know. that, (thie law is spiritoal, but .
I am' cirnal, sold under . sln"‘

ce(verso 14).5 .

~ As long s we Iive. ‘the butile
- ugainst sin- fuges. It in our.mortal -

enemy. Toward the end of his

long life and ministry, the aposele

John inﬂtruglcd. “ll‘ we iy, lhut .

not !ind"_ o

hkvu b;wn,
nvcr'Whulmcd nt times by phygical -

Yot you' were - )

g

(».

QLM#aMu»p% ¥L+ — '\

‘wolves, und ll:i.’ gruth }g nut inus" ) _

(1 John' I8).

f,«"
Since no Chriitinn, apurt from,

Jesus Christ, God's ‘own Son i
" the flesh, _ever  fully -conquere

sin, whiat “separates - those who

e

""" Oclober-November 1984 i




TR " Guod edrnestlysntends und dysires

that yop bein lliu ngdnm (¢ hyd

_ : Hap,‘blbnnu . \
o Mauny of Gods p\hple, though’,
' e they reulizg God’s Kingdom will
[ be sei up on carth und even desire
tor. bc u purt of iy psverlhe!gu

8 deocx)ww:‘» ; v

Uit vgodl: “What then shall we.
suy to ghuse things? ll Gl u fos |

whu did gt wpuve Iluq W .*mn,
but delivered Him up ler us ull,
how shall o' not with Him also
freely give gs all '!hm;s"" (Rw
muns 837323, :

hsr nearly 6,000 years: 4’ hni whe ©

r. .Z\

, » ° \ n - ' - .
' Ly S \ o Ty ' . i
R . ,
/ . _ _ _
N 1
- . )
¢ )
gt ] . . , .
* - R . ‘ 1} N \ \ 2 .
quullly lor utvrnnl hlu .rum thoue (31 puir of wwiving uw wl life.  Fathor und- Josus lnwl have '
o . who do not? They are ovvercome by - aun Jgnd o ondyrged the sinsund rebellion ol “
L i . God'led l’uul{,l‘\) dmmrlhc the . selfudoubt. mankind dgwinst’ God's goveri- .
‘ ' probloms conimon to ull Chrise These hopeless: ultltmlcu Lome ment wd way of 1. Soon God's {
S ! ' thow, He also inspirgd Pau! 0 from Satan and hiy demons, who  delivgranee” to thn carth will 8
. ' : . revanl the way out of them We  know the Kingdom Is coming and  come, As Romund” 8:21 predicts,  « |
NI are to undorgy o transforinution lm\’lc g hope. For them Jesus  “Heeause dhe creution ftself also
, , \: of churacter by the power of * Chyist's return will be u time of  will bo delivered from the boad-*
' . W Gud's Holy Spirit working withm mdkuwnl for their sing of rebel-  ape of corrupion into the glo
' ‘) , aur inds, lion, james writos: *Yau believe © rious liberty of lhc children of 4 . |
A g A Christion must comple ly that “here is oip Gk, You do * Gud.” ‘, v
e el repent of pust sing, surregder to well® Even thy deimons beli evc Paul concluges the mwuhﬂly
( ~ o Gud, be buptized in whter wnd by, and tremble!™ (umes 3: f © written Romuny, 8, which mlghl
. the Inymg on of hunds’ by God's | The nglure ol Satan mul the » well be culled thp *hope chaptor™
I . true minivlers u.u.,ivc: be Iiuly Vodemons s set. Theys will sot o of the Bible Gust us | Covinthings
e R -Spirit, " ohatige and nulmng/m Godls 13 is often relerred to.as the love
? o Oped i)i,,uullcn hv Golt's Sspirit,v direction in their lives. They are = chapter” and Tlebrews 11 as tic
. B . "0 the Christion’ beging ™8 lile dedic urchendmies wnd veblis, On the  “luith chupter™), with this: “For |
N - e cated to growth and uyucmmpa. . other hand, mman bongs, enaght  wm persuwded that neither death
D Coy doveloping Gol's chwiwetedr. Herd - by sin becausd ofs wenknens or  nor life, itor angels nor g pali-
, " ., Bew our hope Por the futars, Paul » hgnurq‘. ¢, have hope. ‘tiew nur powers, nor thi uf, pres
4 - v elly un, “Vor it you live'nceording v Sonte of those llnlmlmg ty . entnor things o come, aor heipht
‘ e to the tlesh you will dic. but il by ¥ l’etof s preaching on the ny U* lk!l‘“ dopth, nor uny wiher creaped
. 9. ' C.o 0 othe Mpivit you - put to death the Pentecost  had calléd out just  thing, shall be able 1o separate us
“ decds ol the Yoy, you will live™  short weehsshefore for thE dewth  from the luve of God which s in J
. ' ¢ . (Ronuis ¥l 3). Phis M Gand's  of Jukws Clidist, the Suvior of N ‘hrist Jesus vur Lord” (Rnunmw
. N promixe Lo us! - mapkind, When umvmtcd of  B:38-39). ‘
. " [ . “God' the Futher r)luu'ss. His  thew sin ticy emed b, “Men H N
REREEE ) ~ Holy Spirit jy the mind‘of ouch  and befhipen, what shall we do?™ /- ow dass hope grow? .
RO coa newly umvi{&d htlw,vcr to grants (Am‘z ¥y hey were alvaid and Like ull the viher h’um--} the
e R him, power bver sin, in ordeér thu, " .ﬁnpclcﬁs 'Phen Peler proached  Holy Spirit, hope is u @l from
by o o He way develop s own chura ope through: the Jepentmuce of  God that increuses divectly "us o
S ) ter jn us, lvsua(‘hml vur Suviug,  sins und the mcn.y of Cotdd (verses  Christian ‘dedicates his hife to
: - mid the pphiuity of death becwusc Cin-40y. Giod: By u lile of prayet, dilagem
EEERCE o _of uin for .80 we ‘might be burn . God vreated wll peaple to guali; study of Gods Word and bving ' - |
e ' !n 1.the Civd Iumlly und- receive: I'y for His Vamily (1 Tinifihy alwhys with eyesgset un the goal
ety ‘ e, éthmuug lite at’ His ‘wx.um!. 2:4). When w peyaeit who jp given  of God's K¥ngdom st and tore >
Lo . Lummg (R.muﬁnn 2y, “this oppariunIty. by Ciod's calling  mist, hupe will grow. .
' . . v . Fhis s the doby pugposc for our , Tails® 08 wct on this: Bope, . he The apostle John describes
v R e ""bs.mg ulwu.,und the; rdielinin of  becomes like the individusl \yhul lumwum vur futuie should
S VL SR .wnlm] for the fiturel “bor s desuribed in the parable of the | do t jnspire us  overcome: “He
B : S Ty e e led by e hpiril of  talents, whu relusid o prinluce. lnvad nuw we ure the chiliren of
e R —Ciod-theseure won: — e-tilentgiven-tuhim. —
BT T muns 8:14). NoC hriutlnn in yet in an mmmu G} ;us tidy his fails nﬁ‘vtglml whist we shall besbut we %
SO B into God s Family, butisun:  ure, he veplied, ™ Iowan.  koow that when He is sevealed,
) Jieir, an inheritor of the piomise. - *I’rald" (Matthow 23:29). Hep-  we shall be like Hm, oy we shall
: True . Christiunes dre paet. of the ﬁcsscd ey vigson fos !hc \huur: sec Him as be is. And everyong
firstfrois of God's Laily, to be llc Just wnt. . ‘:\!ﬂm ‘his this hope in Bise pusilies
b g born witen Jewus, ¢ lirist returny. *“Nov intfter’ what Hm obsbaclen, .., Mmsell, just ws He is pure” (1
S e “Witt will it kW for you (o be e the wostle: Puul was noif ulruidh, 'Jﬂhn L 1P 25 ) R
N - (v u purt ol this plbriops future  Hewell pinlerstind b was Gud's' ) The time ia-lrawimg nowr door
Con : 7 hope Mor®, pichapn, than any. ' will that he be in the Kingdom, . the return of Jesus Christe-when |
et s e C thjuu clse ythe reulizution’ thet  and he always had hs wind oo thee parable of the alents will’

have on s lusl lulhiimcn" May
we uil -sel QU wgh!w glsu:ly tom !h;

vulmm mu ! md vmy W&!l d-mr,

- g amd Fahhol seivaut, you

- were faithiul aver, n few vhings, 1

‘wilh make oy ruler uver LBPTIYY

Ehmn EFrier min ihe joy of youy
d” (Mmhew 2%:21). oy




HIS Best

Wasnt Good

I od done it ngum As

hoe sat }nld and shivers

#yp in the boat,, he coyjd

werise  his companions (cx-

changing. smug looks and

mocking smiles. Why, he

wthought miserably, does it
always have to e me?

Fle bl imecant. well ilc

aiays eant ‘well. He foved
and admimd Jesow, und he
wanicd to be like Him in every
way.

Frery way. S on that: glnmw
wght when he b’ seen Jum

wanicd to do l! femp

At fieni be il his wmpqnmbs
bl begn terrified at the sight of
» thy lune fipure siriding across the
/iﬁam:s. mijes !mm ﬂ!m!e They

thought it ‘was & ghost. Thien o
familiar voice ring uub.,{)l')on‘t be
afroid, it's me.”

That's Jesus' voice, thuught
Peter. But how wuld it be Him?"

cy had left Yim on the shore
‘“\#‘4’ before: W4 asked them
< Tearlier 10 tuke theNgoat across to,

Capernsum and huad siid that He
Cmneet theny later.

They hud sccn

Him  perform

muny wonderful

things. But sure-

ly even Jesus

gouldn’t walk

ucross o storm-

tossed seun, could |

lle? Well,*there
Wi onie wuy 1o
find out.

“Lord, if it is
reully You, tell

Jie Lt cume Ly

s
/:nlung deeper into the water.
" Peter

You acrdss the
water,"" " |
calley out.

i

fidently. He forgot the wind and
the waves. He was filled v’ilh
exhilarution. ’ ‘
He, Peter the fisherman, the
son of Jonah, the friend ufd disci-
ple of Jesus of Nuzareth, Wmc(' o
"

m.luully wulkil\7 on water!

cllad agaln

Peter glanged over his shoul-
der.. The bout wus 'several ' yards

- fway now, alinost oat of sight in

the gloodi. Jexus was still walking
toward him, but e, tov,"wus a
long way off. The wing seemed to
hale increaned, and the waves
were getting higher,
Suddenly it hit Peter: What uny
1 dping? | can't do this. His brash -
cunlidence ebbied saway, and to his

‘horror he began to sink into the

cold, green sca.
Peter thrashed around trying
v stmy aflout, but he felt himwelf .

Desperately he called vut: “Help!
Help, Lord, save me!” He begun

Tho reply from™2-ty puanic us he felt himsell golng

Jesus? "( ‘e nn,
B ihen

1t way Jesus.

Without one
moment ol hesi-.
tation, Peter
wlimbed over the

mdc uf the buat. The other disci-

“ples looked on incredulously. ‘They

were aveustanied o Peter's unpul
siveness; but this beat everything.
- Peter, huwaver, wus full of con-

fidence. With his eyes fixed on’
,Jzﬁus, he hmk W step away frum

under,

- __And then

his, Bnd strong drms drew him
out of the water. JJesus held Peter
for & mofment, sllowing him-to
caich his breath, and then half
dragged and half yarried the sput-

Nering disciple buck 10 the boat.

O you of little faith,” " Jesus
said, Kindly but reprouchiully,
“why did you doubt?”" .

As souon ws the twu men had
climbed into the boat, the wind,
i’;fgg down und the soa be«.nmu

‘The, water wnu wh! und the
henvlng waves Bounced hm ubout -
- but he didn’t sink. He took
annlher step, and then apother,

and then hemm e emda out t.un .

Jesus told lhu disciples to wnvﬂ
tinue to,.row toward the shore,
and Peter was left alone with his
thoughts {Muatthew 14:22.32). E

Whnt hm! gone ong? H_ﬁ




Il

"

wanted so very much to bihku is what Peter Imd to lc.lrn M.;xbc (Matthew

Jesus, Had Josus 58t him up, only '
to see. him nearly drown? ‘He
miust have felt crushed, let down
und discouraged. '

Don't you «mnn.hmw feel that ¢

way? |
You iy be hku Peter, ut;urly
sincere in your desige td be like

Jesus Christ, You want to follow

His cxmmple in all things, uid

maybe you're also one, of those

naturully enthusiustic people who

tittow themselves wholcheurtedly

int Lvuythmg You always do

your best - only to huvc thingy

‘RO Wrong, '

“lven your best, it scoms, isn 't
. guml umug,li

lI you're begipning to see that,
you're leusning an-important les-
son about being a!reul Christian ,

your best rcully is nor good”

onuugh -

HMuman falth ﬁ@l“_ipﬁu@h
Sonie people do seem (o be
2 endowed with more patural faith
than utlum Peter was like that.
e had the type ol -personality
thut would Jd/p intog snotmuu)n
where othe
* people would

wore cautious

hold back. Some-
times (niore often thpn pot, it
would seem, from the stoties in
the gospels) it got him into trou-

ble. But you could not accuse,
Peter of lacking zeal and, v, posis
tive, can-do, uttitude aboud life.

. ey wrcc.mluLthut le did
o nut‘@?r::l to syugsh Peter's pers

sonality. Eventually He would.
thoose him to be the leader -
-amony _the original 12 uposth,s
But)hrst He had to teach ’this

you do, too..

A difterent klnd of faith
L

side of the “boat.

sequences of what he had done by

“stepping out in fuith,” his own -

humun faith broke down. Jesua
showed Peter that'he really only

hud *little fuith” bcuuuuc he had -

doubted.
What Peter  eben enthusias-*
“ tie, fuith-full Peter —- needed, in
addition to hig" own faith, was a
difkerent kind of faith, a fuith that
waould not 'break down in the fuce
of adversity.

But where could, he get that '

kind of fuith? It was nof some-
thing he coyld somehow work up
himself. s

Jesus had thyt kind of faith. He
. knew that, humanly speaking,
what He had to do in’ }lm life was

imposslblc He had to live with- -

" out sinning even once, something
even the most resourceful, /bmhu=
* sigwtic, encrgetic, zealoushuman

cunnol doi As the prophet Jere- -

miah Said, “*O Lord, 1 know the

way of man is not in himself; it is -

not in man tho wulks to ditect
hig own stcpu (Joremiah.
10:23). '

iy Father for the faitly He

ded™to live a life that would,

qualify Kim to be the Suvior (He-
brews: 5:7-8). Jesus knew" that
without the faith that could come
_ only from God, He tould rio. m
"live a life free of sin tha
?cotld — well, than He coulgﬁvnlk

enthusiustic, rather self-confident- » oni water, for, instance. He wus

young man some lmportunt spiri-
tual lessons..

God is certainly not against the
right Kind of, confidence. (He
rewards those who do the best

ey can. You will see this if you ’

k

reud the parable of the talents in
p .

Matthew 25:14-30. '
ut you must alwayy remem--

flesh and blood and

xmposplblo, too,
But Jesus did walk on the
wqter

the kind of fuith that could move
'hmuntm;ls if nced be. Jesus told

ber-that-even-your-best-efforts-are— —m&d;se;{;les—“Assu

not going to be efough to save
you. Othurwnsc you ‘could be
& “guved Py works,” something the

Bible clearly shows Is impossible. . “there,’ and it will move; and notha '

You nu..d numcthing more. ’I‘hm mg will be xmpossnblc f(ﬂ" you

you, if you have foith as'a mus-

tard seed, you will say to this .

mountam," *Move - from. here. to

Co Jesus prayed ‘earnestly” o
1i

Pis‘ Wweight"
,and the forte ofgravity made that *

Jésus had the kind of fuith that -
-could surmount impossible odds,

\," N
17:20). So when He
walked across the Sen of Galileo,
it was not just a stunt to impress
> His friends. And by letting Peter

Peter hud fuith 4 step over they v fuil He wasn't just playing gamos
}ul when he
bugun to fully uppreéiuté the cons.

with him, He wanted o teach His
friend, who had so' much else
going for him, a valuable lesson.

Gi‘owlﬂq In taith

.Peter must often have remam-
berr:d what Jesus had said to him
a8 Hc led him backsto safety; “O-
“you' of ‘little fuith, why did you
doubt®? Peter doubted becaude’

* he lacked the kind of fuith he -
- needed to koep going. His human
rensoning told him that he was in
« on impassible paRition, and that
human faith, abundant though it
wi® couldn't sustain him.

Over the years and after many
.tmore well-intentioned mistakes,
’ Peter grew to undcrulund this

chn more.

© As:leading upmtlc. hu often
found himselfl in mlpussiblu posi-
tions where his human fuith gnd
paticnce would ‘have been
strotéhed bcyond the breaking
point. Ke. wad offen in trouble -
~owith th hori;lcs He was

thrown (n Ju had to spend

yeurs ‘counterin \ac influgnee of. °

false teachers, w

suffered murtyrdom.

But heshud learned where 10 go
to gel the strength he needed. We
cin see frol hls two epistles: that

" he hod, befbine the epitome of
fuith’ nnd tience.

Thosé ¢ rly years, of thc
_..Church _have
“Peter’s cnergy and enthusiusim to
the tmost. God used Peter's

strong personulity und leadership
to enicourage the Chutch through
some stormy times —— times thut
‘rh\eutened to- dmwn the ﬁmh of
others.. *

The man who uc.u'ly dmwnr.d
in the Sea of Galiteo had learned, .
thougll. that his best wag not
good enough He had learsied (o
g0 10 God, to-seek that kind of

'

by grace your huve been saved

through _faith, und that gl of

yuursalves, it is(the gift of God™ -

(Ephesians 2:8) Ax "qd that wmade
* all the dil‘feremc .

nd’ eventuatly he

4,

,

even |




o As ("umpem:un f or uvmlablc’

'nrlx El'fiW.S" wur mb

“will increasingly dvpe'nd on vour work. hahits; I&Jad why the

v

. [

. 'p l» i "A L}

' J)m“h aml long- lx,rm
ununplu;nwut are

. no longer fears’ for
-umny u! our n.aduﬂ 'lhcy

m!x yuunm!t
Coneture?

-\ woik ethic is m«h an mgmrmm ciuahtv

. ".  hHy Vse by mm

is my Jub

In these uuu,xmm‘ titnes, cun

Cyeald ke \v\llsi&" ke attya

Jub Y even-in e relati

" gowd tindes, whun cmpluymcnt

sees o j;m ol un upswing —

‘ypu might do welf to stop and
. ,

biven i yuu hu!d it suﬁ;'

tive to. un. mhp!nyn.r- or improve

yuur ,ga)bf
The aliswor w,unhmlutdy y?k
With mm‘.wung conspetifion
for work, yuur juby' sy depend:

mwam! work R

.I‘
. ‘ -

I‘hc Bikle hgm u lot to say ubout .
- the woue étlite, The apmlh, Paul
adniggethey Christiany, "I any-
wAE wnll nol work, neither shall he.?
gat” (il i‘hcﬁs i miany 3:10). ;§ :

Words for thosé who wuuldnlé‘é
waorsk: Yoy wc fear Ut !her_g, ares .
“some, who walk amogig yuu i E}?$
dnwrduly manner,. not' \wrkmgsi . .

.mare and more on youg attitgd: - ag all, but are busybodics. Now &

thuse who are such we comm.mdié‘ b
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Hund Lxhqrt through our Lord

Jesus Christ that tht.y ‘work in

“quietness and eat their own -

tdd” (verses 11-02)°
And if they didn't listen? “And ©

if anyone does not obey our word

in this epistlg, note that person

" and do not keep company with

him, that he may bc xmhamcd"

(verse 14).
. A "'Go to the ant”

“ \
The book of Proverbs beauti-

\/ “fully illustrates the work ethict

“

-~ " Th&_gmt,

: {wen.ccr or ruler, provides her
8
*

1 - pose for

1*Go to the ant, you qluggurd'
Consider her ways and’ be wise”
(Proverbs 6:6).

What does the um l&m.h us?
“having no captain,’

upplies in the summer, and gath-+
ers her food in the hnnvcst'f

"

’ y .‘,' ‘)‘.‘- . .“A
kK S "
Most of us are shocked when we

JBegin to understand what the Bible
tays about.our ‘human potential.

. We learn, gontrary to. what we may
have been twm‘(u heavenly
cternity of idleness; that)-God's pur-,

us involves. His'entrusting us’

with ru\icrshlp! We are to have

sespongibil rlev

“We lesrn from the parables of the
pounds and the talems (Luke 19:11-
29, Matthew 25:14.30) that we will
c;clve difftrent degrees of reward in

1 Gud'ﬂ )unsdom based on whut we do

with what we are given n this fife,

- And lhyre are fow activities in this
hfe that tske as much of our (ime as
our - jubs. v

But it is somictimes puzzlmg to

m&new%rmmmed—leads
ship: Have you ever looked ut Yhe job,
you do snd ssked yourself, “Why.
would ‘God call a house painter: -
(salesman, blker, housewife) to have -
- 8 part in His Kingdom "

Sonie. have wondered' wlwthcr thcyb

| than most-of us have evér come into
scontact with, let glone exercised, «

< Bkills vn_-hnblt- o

Junderatand how God could, be train-

2 ¢ '

(vu‘ws 7-8). The ant works wht,n
no one ds watching. The ant is a
self-starter. It has ipstinctive dili-
gence, drive, desire 1o work and
does ¢ _]()b when the job needs to
be d ) 4

!lunmns must learn- these
important habits.

_What Onbloyb_r: like

burvuya y! thut only 10-per- -
cent’of .all workers who are fired
Josertheir jobs because they can't
do the tusks required. The rest

“a

L

*lose their -jobs simffly because of

-poot work hubits and pcrsonuhty
‘problems.

I ijterviewed m.vcrul emplcyers
and dsked thémTabout the work
‘habits they liked and disliked in -
‘employees.

dcpundubxhty. ru‘pomlbnllty‘ g
muw and interest- in"the jobY
“lfht’h ofses liked those who gavc
them a full day's work and were
loyyl ‘to the company. e
Employers appreciated most an
unpluyce who.kneW thit he was

'hurcd to help his employer get o

jOb done ‘and beamed a positive

*we can do it” attitude. He curcd
abolt his boss. .

Employers llked a wurkcr who

.dedicated himyelf. to domng: his

best and constuntly learned* more
ubout lns job. .Sometimes he
wasn't “the  mosk experienced
employee, but if he grew with. his

) Jo,b he was valuable.

*Exclaimed one manager about
his workers,™'l have some
cmployccn who -have 10 yeary'

.,At the tQp of 1he list were® - experienco an lhcn 1 havqothcrs

iy Your Ultlma e Reward' “

’y,Hdnry Sturcke -

should change:" fmrr?bhglr presen
occupation to anothér at would’
se¢m more suituble fJr training them

. ' " ’
- N

und hclplng 10 solve tbeir prob'femu in

the Millenniumn? ,
He will probably us®these kpecifio

for the Kingdum. Since God tells us  * technicul skills little. A draftsmun
we will rule oyer nutions (Revelutiog might conclude that his job doesn't

.2:26), should’ ‘{ny to.gwvitch from u
*eraft vor vocatibr, for™ example, to
mnnngmncm? Since Jesus Christ,

have much to do with, what ke will bc [
" doing for all eterhity.
But now let’s Jook it mme of the

F-giving-us-suthority-ever-eit-— —less- téchnical-aspects-of-n-draftsman’s———

Jies (Luke 19:17, 19), should we seck
cxpcricncc in city government?

. job. How does he mangge his time?,
Docs he meet his deadlines? Does he’

Just what 15 the relutmnshihpf’\qrivq to mest the nceds of his *

bctwcen our work now and |
“in God's Kingdom?
g

To begin, to understand, let's mke

- the, exumple of a draftsman. Consider

all the technical skills he ‘must

" acquire forthis job — nkllln,such s

understanding proportion and scale,
the ability to vmualize a thrccedlmnn-

nal-sha
dimensional drawings, undcramnding
principles of design and Proper diaw-
ing techniques and lettering styles.
How ¢ould these skills be prepars -

: lng ‘him for & high position of Rovern- .

. Th

ing and rulmg people, ,u!dgmg them .

oyr work: %ents? Cun he work with the cqr-
Py

nters, who’must cgustruct’ buxlgé/‘/
gs . bused on his dﬁ?f\?l’hga? Is. o
loyal to his employer? Iy he moti-" .
visted o diligent und ulert? Y
-*When wé' nnulyze His job in that

ay — studying not his technical job
skills, but his wark hablts s and skills
in human relation¥ — we dup see thyt .
much of what 4 draftsman is learning

utrmnmg_for——

. his life as:a future God gnd ruler.

“Your work takills may someday 'be

. o@so te. But not so with your. work ~

habifs and human: reélations skills!
‘re’ a. part’ of your character.

Thic ahow not only hgw yo do your T




. The FEASOn mr devclupmg éu@d wmk

. 4 I 'hablts is because work is sgch an dmportant - i,, :
o\ ) S apniiy aieH
N . part of God’s nuture. s. Christivns e M,,';f;; Wh b Mm‘[‘f’g‘,
. - k. /- ‘ Wé ha% a ‘Uty t() W(‘)fk n t mll) lf] thyy hi‘;', u.hhwgn ) thor jobs - leasnng oo
. v “mew prawedurcs qu,-\“ i w il -,
Lt ~..but also in the world tomorrow. O inghy and adaptiey to pew et
- . | e - 4 stfachanies such @y oo 4

wifl be fowsscure. (g S

Learmpngy am! . A in
hnowiodge is @ pri !
Scripture (11 Peigr-d -
o Anuther habit © wers des
sired i emplojees was willing-,

. nos to wirh until the jub gots - *
dune and making cvery effort mf
get it dune un time.

This is huw Jesus. Qhuwk
worked, “My fuad.”” He wd"‘n!i
0 do the will of Him whe se
Mc, and to ﬁ?sh His wori

nival shill that has ahmged over the'
centuries’ Her work habits, though,
dre stiil valuable for ub tw emulate.

o ) - Homemakers might a_dyzc theiy §
prcscnt _]Ub but how you are likely to  Bible. Thns book !he fopndnuon of  tawsks in the light of the_sork hubits |
-do any future job, including your " all knowledge; Wis much:19 say about  they need v excel Nn’xmsehaid 1

»

] responsibilities in God’s Kingdom; ; g(sgd work habits, - . know ol just mugicaily falls into order
I , Let's understand: The ability to “In Colossians 3:22, we're told to  -each week. lis management ‘takes .
- 9 ) write acompmcr progtamis a techni- .obey our masters in all thmgs One f(xexhuugm. OFgANIZAtioN, persever- .

cal work skill, bt the ability to carry +, trait on which God" will Jnd;e us is . unc.s and ﬁexlbzli;y

3 : . L

S . -out explicit, detailed Mstructions is a'- whether we can carry_ out instructions o
. h work habit. |- on the job, Looking for work o
) . The ability to .operate a chain saw This verse conlmucs. "Nol walh What if you are now unemplo)gd?
o is a technical work skill, but the abil- | eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in / Does that make it impossible for you
.- o+ - 77 ity to work' for long periods’ w1thnul' sincerity. of heart, Tearing God. 1o qualify for @ reward? Not at all.
C : R supervision is a work habit. * Weiye all seen those who' can produce.  You may not realize it, but if ‘you are N / .
AR " ", .., Because they aré-part of chm'acler. 4, quility work qunckly — but only unemployed, you havcafulbtme job:t )
R .o« 7 our-work habits are Highly xmports.nl " when the foreman or. buss s waltch- lu@kmg for work! o "
o . © .\,  to God. Byt they are also xmponam 'ing, or when a _promation or aa!nry Finding .a 7)gb in todays ughl Job '
SIS i to empl@yers now: in . A

‘. o B | . Einployment coubselors stress that  same? - ) " sourcefulriess and, above all, constint | .5

f while work content skills may detcra - Verse 23. ndds “And whstever you - effort’ — in other wgrdé, the same -
mine whéther you'll ‘be hired for a do, do it hearuly. to the Lord and - traits necessary to perform weli once | ¢ i
certain job, it's primarily your ', _not to. men.” We shouldn’t let our  you hive a job. e
. habits that will. dctermme whe r " boss's shurlmm&’gs distract’ us from God looks quite.closely at our per- ) Cod
you ‘keep it.. ¥ > the. understanding of this yersc —  fortmance on the job as a lcading indi-
! There’s another important différ-  that oyr reat boss is, and’ always will® cator of how we will pe.rform I‘or all L
L . A ence between tcchnical work' skills  be, Jesus Christ. God knows we won't  eternity. ot .
_— . . and work habits: Work,skills ¢an be  work any differently as members of Few have the opponumly Km’g N
S . " learned by practice or study-Howev-  His Family than we db now. An alert,  David of Israel had — t0 qualify for |- .
T L . . er, work habits, as part of our-charsac-. emergetic approach is a work habit we - his position -in God's Kingdom by IR
SR s ter, are.part of, who and what we are.  can’use in any occupation. © . dging that same job in this life” Yet,. ' ;
" ' e They ‘chiange ynly through diligent - A" good work habits important’ rémember the great reward given to
G R _effort to ove me,».sbmctimes over . solely.for those with jobs outside the' - hjhinl_m
o . .long periods. ©- ~ = T ", home? What about homemakers? little (Luke 19:17)7 * D
o | . - i o Proverbs 31 describes the vnrluous - Every day on the job, we reveal’ to . b
" ot ":::J":m':::n‘f ’ wty. -, woman. It telis us mush about her "God how we would handle apy :

work habits. This woman is trustwor- rcspons:bnh!ws i His. Kingdom. | ‘ ' . "
*Could your work ha.blts us¢ a thy, .industrious, gcnemus compas- _‘Whatever our job, care$r or ‘occupa- '
refresher course? The proper place to  sionate and wise. We aren’t told how .  tion, let’s work at it to qualify for an

‘ . S .mm 1mprovmg ‘thsm i3 with the  she d:d her laundry — that'sa tech-\ abundam rewatd' = ’ ,
“"’ . . p— = — ro mmar o = \ o e i
o "‘. v % OctoberNovernber 1984 13 j\(
- RS ; ] N ty
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X \ h . -
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% employee

C Comider: Byou vvprossed this

sigitude of digende and Tova
3;?\&\:’ mee on the 0b, sou
cotdd make mu\di mum: indix-
poitsable. ' e
Every cmpliger T ad Md o sutid
terst 8 e had 1o fay off one of teo
cgethiss Juing the sane job, he
Would heepatlae cne who had the

betier work tude over the une

- with pregter exporienee.

Fmplosers' alpo considered it

bmpdrtunt Uit am employee coupe
. erate with aiid be liked by other
. employees.

They mﬁmuanfd one
=who brought up suld suggestwons
for lxanprmcsmm at the right
place und time and wh«f followed

' company rules.

‘Finally, cmplovers said good
grooming, posture and appro-
priate, clean dress were telltale

indicators of how scriously their -

cmplusucs touk their jobs.

. . . And what they den't Dikc

- Employers were nrrmldlcd by ‘m
“umggcd his feer,”

“putting forth only the minimum
effort required when the boss

" knew the person - could do a lot

better. “As vinegir to the téeth
and fmoke to the eyes, so is the

" sluggard to those who'send him®
{Proverb® 10:26). . °
E O id .

W

"irked by an emﬁ!mce who always

wamcd to do the job his 6wn way.
* Onc cmployer said he finally
fired an- arrogant .worker' who'
“always uttered ‘some srebuttal,
whenever told to do something.
The man constantly let the boss
know that he ahouglhi ‘he knew
more than the boss.

", &mployers. also said they dis-

liked someonc ‘who brought his -

p;rsonal‘pr.oblems to. werk. This |

If he talked jo others tdd much

during\ working hours, hg would
hinder their production, zx)
When Riring for a pﬁ'ncuﬁarly
responsible . Position, one em-
ployer said the first question he
asked wasy““Are you a good fami-
14 - The GOOD NEWS

: s gt d
Tor Uv'!tb teit ih( bu“ ihtt theis
mnads aren’t on their work, N
cups of caftee u‘.ﬁf W Te TOUm *
tripw thut turther disrapt produc.
ton, Eoployers abuCeapressed

dissatisfaction with employees —“nuture and character. “The work

whe acted differentls »when the
Boss noticed themy, wdwayy used
Up. cvery  pnnute of  their sick
tinee, converned thednehes with

. maiters shat were none of their

business, diin’t ase commen
sense, talked to other empioyees
excessnelycon the job dnd Wd
-alevhol or viher drug pmblcr;uu .

"fho work sWjc 7

Many ﬁy@f}!ﬁ consider work'as -

the undr:slmblc timeperiod,
between pleasure and leisure.

. Recreation and relaxation excite

them. Work does not.

Because nrany people simply |

haven't been uugm how 10 work,
when they enter the Jabor marke?,
»they have tmubie holdmg a job.

- They make “excuses "about why

one job isn’t working ‘out or why
another ‘doesn’t fit them.
. One - such person- managed to
drift through 30 jobs in a 10-Vear)
span' He always scemed to have
wmclhmg ‘come up."_ “happen”
or “*nut wark out™ on his jobs.
Lazy people often explain their
hard luck wnh the greatest of

TR Gedicu-,
1100 10 WeTR D jw‘:{.,w": e )
work the works of Jlim who sénmt
Me” o
We are creited in God's LmGaEe
- ot only in His uppearance .
“hut, us we submit to Him, in His ¥

L)
cthiv — the desive, the love for; &
g sdatis ; coined from pro- \
WNIIng f* — neceds to

- Work will naver @nd\

As Christicns we have a duty
to work, not only in this life, but
in‘the future as well. When Jesus
‘Christ returns, this- earth Wil
have {0 be restored. Someone will
"have to make the descrts blossom
as the rose (lsaiah 35:1). €ities .

" will have to be rebuilt and- man-
aged. Prophecy shows that gov-
erament, religion and education
will be properly established. We
won't Ju.sx be wawching Jesus do.

e

- abl that. We'll be helping Him. .

* Then we will continue to .
expand God's Kingdom forever r
-(Luke.1:33, Danicel 7:27). Indeed,
we will igok forward to imagina-- . N
‘tive, stimulating, challenging .. \
work-.for all eteraity. b
We will be God — prMucmg, <t

creating, ruling and sharimg the

‘same exhilaration God expréssed

‘at the.creation of ‘the heavens and

b MML&MM&M
own cy l'ham seven men whocan  promised us an etermty in retire-
answer nsibly,” aﬂ‘srms Frov- <ment; lounging in. idlenwss and
jerbs 26:16. N ’ "~ case, of laziness and slacking off,

- Solomip recq};ds some prepos-
-terous exouses for nat working.
For instance, “The slothful man
says, ‘There is a lion outside! 1
*shall 'be slain in the streets!” ™
(Proverbs 22:13). -

Employers often lament that.
althcugh many want jobs, few
actually want to work But did

reason. for work is not to eafn
money? '

The most important reafon for -
working and for developing good
work habits is because work is so
much a part of God's nature.

" Jesus Christ said, My Father

of bmidom and wuselessness.’
For more information on «this

* tremendous future — on your |

future — request our free book- /. *
lets Your Awesome Potential — * .
How Religion Has Deceived You . ~ -
and The Wonderful Warld i
Tomorrow — Wkgt It o mll Be
Like. - .
,.-_mueammm and ;
how to love work; We¢ can Build
- character and make our lives rich-
‘er, fuller and happier by applying: »
“Solomon’s admonition: “What-
ever your hand finds to de, do it -
y with’ your ﬁught {Eccle-
siastes 93!0) )




Should Christians be bap-
tized on behalt of dead
friends and relatives who died
unbapluzed‘-’ Did Paul tsach
baptism for the dead?

The pracyice of feing baptized
for unconvéried @#ends is found-

v misinterpretation of |
Corinthians 15:29: “Otherwise,
what wiil they do who are bap-
tized for 'the dead, if the dead do.
not rise at ali? Why thedt are they
baptized for the dead?”

The inspired New Testamen!
Church did not practicethis cu®
tom,
teach it. Baptism for the dead was
introduced into the professing
Christian world about A.D. 150
by the heretic Marcion.

Before "a perdon may be bap-
tized, he must first repent (Acts
-2:38) and believe (Mark 16:16,

© Acts 16:31, 33). The dead ure not-

able to repent or believe — they
" kmow nothing (Ecclesidstes 9:5).
The dead have m)\hope until the
resurrection!

Baptism is for the living. It is a
symbol whereby the living ac-

knowkdge their sins, ﬁguralwel} :
die with Jesus Christ'in a watery’

grave and risc in hope of a new
life through Jesus Christ and the
Holy Spirit (Romans 6:4).
Baptism is also a symbw of the
resurrection. To'rise up out of the -
watery “grdve is to acknowlgdgg

dead (Romans 6) To, durrender
‘one’s life to Gdd. 10 crucnf) the
seif, 1o be bapuzce — all this is

foolish unless there-is a resur- .

rection. Padul said, “If the dead db
-not rise, let us eat and drink, for
. tomorrow we die” (l Corinlhians
15:32)., s
" Now ‘we are teady to under«r
stand | Corinthians 15: 29.
The subject of the entire 15th
chapter of | Corinthians is the

SUEST IONS & ANSWERS

nor did the aposile Paul

-tism ——. arising oyt

\qrsc ix not cerrect]y transiated
from the original inspired Greek.
Paul is nop talking about being
baptized- in place of the dead op
on behalf of the deud or fur the
dead.

The
“for™ is huper.
reanings:

"It has several
“above, over, instead-

~of, for-the realization of, for the

hope of.” The ¢ontext determines
the meaning of the word.
Turn_to Philippians 2:13,
"Authorized Version, for example.
Paul .here .declares, “it is God

- which worketh in you both to will

and to do' of his good . pleasure.”
The Greek word. translated “of”
in this verse is Ruper, the same
word used in | Corinthians®

- 18:29.

in Phxhpp:ans
Aot mean
be senseless to say,

13, huper can-
“instead of " It would
“it is God

which worketh in you both to will .

and to do ingwead of his good
pleasure.” The proper transiation
of Philippians 2:13 is “God

- worketh in you both to will

" and to do* for thé realization of
- his good pleasure.”

Anwhat is God's “good plea- -
sure” ¥t is your Father’s good "

p!easure to give you the king-

tdom,” said Jesus (Luke 12:32).
God works in us in the pre of
- giving us His Kingdom.,

Now

up-

er, according th context, should
"be translated “for the hope of®:

“Otherwise, what . will ‘they do
who are baptized for the hope of
the dead, if the dead do not rise at

all? Why then are they baptized -

. for the hape of the dead?” -

-~ What is the hope of the dead?
The resurrection! Paul is writing” -

about baptism. which illustrates
the hope of the resurrection. Bap-
a uatery-

fesurrection. As one proof of the -

resurrection, Paul cites the exam-
ple of those who are baptized to
symbolizg’/their hope in the resur-
i /hy were they baptized

if the d ad. don’t rise? But lhc

grave — is a symbt?f

of the dead. the hope. of lhe resur-
rection. This verse as nothing to
do with the false doctrine of bap-
tism on behalf.of the unbapnzcd

Greek word transiated |

turn to 1| Cormthnans*
—7beliel in the resurrection of the “'_13 29 Here the Greek wor

-God — He was “cut off

Why did Jesus Christ have -
to suffer to become perfect,
since He never sinned?

Muost people have no idex,what
perfection is.

Jfauig Christ, betore He became
a man, was God. He was perfect
character. When He became

-flesh, His mind became subjeut to

the pulls and temptations of His

_flesh. But He never vielded teo
temptation.

Jesus learned what it meant to

- become perfget. in the flesh by

calling upon the power of God foy
help. By the power of the Holy
Spirit He resisted every grial and
temptatipn.

Perfection csf charatter is a day-
by-day struggle. It was this expe-
rience of maintaining perfection
of character that Jesus Christ
went through in the. human

figsh.

Jesus qualified to become our
great High Priest through Mis
experiences as a human. In order
to effci:twel) minister to our
needs in this offic®, Jesus experi-
enced fiery tests of faith (I Peter

'1:7), but He endured and over- -

came. And Jesus can empathize
with us in helping us to overcome.
He. knows what we are going
through (Hebrews 4:14-16)! .

Jesus Christ never suffered for

H#% own sins. But He d:d suffer -

‘for sins — ours! -
e Tu nal ty of our sins was
put upon Him “who committed .
ne sin” (I Peter 2:21-24). Jesus
Cprist knows what it is like to
suffer for sin. He knows what it is
like to be fcrsa,gen ‘by alrmghty
\ i our
stead (Matthew 27:46). He paid
for our sins so that we can turn to
God for forgiveness, when we
repent of our sins. :
Jesus Christ never sinned, nev-
er forsook- Ged’s commandmenls

emer'Hls mmd He learned per-

- fection —— resisted temptation —

no matter what trial or test came
His way, cven to enduring the
brutal death of crucif!xion. ]

. Oceober-Nbve:’nfa_er 1984
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‘ Why So Many Say
“I Don't Understand
e Bible!” ©~

{,

3"

The Bible, the wor!d s all- rfﬁe best-seller, has been translated
into more than I, 400 languages.” Yet the Bible has been called
“the book nobody knows * There is a very baszc reason why!

I3

-

palling ignorance of
thewBible among most
professing Christians

today, as related by- ;'
‘a startled newspaper

reporter: .

“Some momhs ago, 4 ||
Protestani pastor admm- :

istered. a Bible quiz 40

his congregation. The |

~YWere is an eye- ||
. =4 opening exam-’
ple of the. ap-

o ayhcwd H. Sediacik

questions were very sim-. |
ple. Anyone with a gen-"

eral knowledge of. ‘the

« Bible should have béen |
able to answer all’ of‘.a .

them easily.

*The results’ $laggcred '

the pastor. Only five per-
+ cent of his -flock made a-

mendable grade on the test. Fif-

teen percent failed to0-give a
correct answer.

"pels. Seyenty-five percent.

not xdenufy Calvary (Golgolha)
as the place where. Jesus was cri-

_cified.” v

*Some congregations mlght do _
. better than that,” continued the
reporter. "but not many. The vast

"6  The GOOD NEWS _

Sixty ‘percent
“““}Verennabic 1o namic the f(mrgw

wndeps&ant‘ w2

;
i

it, they find they carnot
understand . it. . .
modern reader, it has. a
remote and antiquarian fla-
“vor. It is tikely toleave him
with the impression  the

- book that has no real rcle-

| vaice to hls life here and

now."
Have, you had fhis

L|-impression? Have you

tried to read the  Bible,
only~te throw up your
hands and "say, 1 canl

B

. To the -

Bibl¢- is an ancient history -

-

-

A
-Hallmark of our times
Paradexically, this bibli-
cal"ignorance is considered
respectablier today. .
“1t is one of the curious
phenomena of modern

com-  majority of Améerjcans today are

single  have never réad the book which
they profess to rcgard as the,
——Word-of God:*
“The newspaper reporter went
on.to exphain why most professing
Christians dp not read or smdy
the Bible.
“A great many people have’
turned away from the Bible -
bccause. when they do try tofead

could

I

Bible iiliterates. They simply -

times,” comments J.B.-

_-Phillips. in The Young Church in

Action, “that it is considered per-

“fectly respectable 1o be abysmally -

ignorant of the Christian faith. -
e Men—and-women whe would-be .

decply ashamed of having their

gnorance exposed in matters of
gtry, music or’ painting,

for § §
ple, are not in the lcast per-3

‘.mrbéd to be found ignorant of the :

New Testament.”

“’And so the Bible has become E




- - 3

)i

!,
i

i1

<

* which myjjlions claim 1c believe,

‘but few actuaily read, study of

understand. .
What are the underl)mg rea-
sons for such widespread iack of
understanding? Why aren’th
people ashamed of not knowing

~ what's contained in their Bnb!es"

How some theologians

vigw the Bible - .

y

« You might expect atheists and
agnostics to deny the divine ori-’
iff and purpose of the Bible. But
would you. expect that some of
today's leading ministers and the
ologians are foremost among th

‘critics of the Bible? -

One such minister of a Iargc
church deromination said:
mainstream. Christian church ac-
cepts the ‘Bible as the literal inter-
pretation of the Word of God.
Some of it -is folklore, some

legend. some tribal history.”

How does he know? Answer:
He doesn’t! He has merely"

assumed as true the erroneous

theories and hypotheses taught
toda) in the seminaries and grad-

“* uate schools of theology.

’
@

Listen to these words from
_another well- known minister:
"“We know now lha! every idea in
the Biblc started from primitive
and childlike origins.” He said it
is an;'
monize the Bible with itself, to
make it speak with unanimous
voice, to resolve its conmcts and

____contradictions.”

little more-than an obsolete book, ..

.assume
“Na .

“impossible attempt to har- -

ai

Wy “We must take the
sericusly, but not literaily.”

" Certainly statemenis such as

these by well-knowr ministers,

theologians and Bible scholars

have direétly discouraged mary
from trying to read and Gnder-
stand, the Bible. What else could

~ YOu c’x c} ‘the average person to

think apout the Bible when men

- looked up to as biblical specnahs!s
and ‘experts declare it g be a.
. pious fraud? ’

Most pcople. mcludmg church
laymer/ and many in the clergy,
have not taken the time to really
look into the Bible and study it
for themselves. Arnd so most
people continue to carelessly
the Bible teaches
hungreds of conflicting ideas —
t__m/ it is irrational and irrelevant
in our advanced’ age — and that

" the Bible is responsible for. the

hundreds, ofy differing sects and
denominations we. find in the

world today. .
Nothing could be further from
the truth! W

-

What is tho Bible? -

The Bibie is God’s revelation of
knowledge that humans are
unable to discover for ‘them-
selves.

For example: God did not
directly,reveal the laws of physics
in the Bible. He equipped” man

with the powers and abilities to°

discover ‘these laws for himself.

But man has not been able to.

What a paradox!*This man w
Iooked up ta as a minister of God.
Yet he attempted. 1o discredit the
very Book he was supposed to

uphold and-teach.

In the. mtroduclnon fo a wcll«

- known modern version of the .

Bible, the translator claimé that
nmiany books of the Bible are
“notes by disciples, worked up

- inte literary papers which have

been repeatedly ed:led
tames&ypmumﬂecw
This learned -scholar lhought

SOITIB-

" that the carlier portions -of the.

Bible stemmed from **the matural

desire to gather up the primitive

traditions of the people.”
Still . another

. mhcoloﬁnan .
) summed up thc modern trend this

hand zmd why he was put here on

rth’ — whether there is a real
purm@c for human life and what
that purpose is: Man has not been
able to discover the true way to

" peace, happiness, abundant weli-

being and real success. The Bible
reveals this knowiedge!-
The Bible is- God's insfruction

‘manual to show . His supreme
physical creatiorn how te live. The -

Bible is the foundation of knowi-

~—-edge! It-gives the true appmaeh—r—explored and-made clear —with

to the acquisition of knowledge in
the fields of -history, education,
péychology, sociology ant health.

"It reveals basic- principles con-

cerning business, science, the
arts, law, government, philosophy
and religion. The Bible also

-

L 4 E.N
explains the meaning of the
chaotic times 'in which we live.
And it shows us-how peace, prost

perit®, success and happiness are
co mg_to afl the world ~— in our
liff

ple could begin 10 under- .
stand the Bible if they were really

willing to let it téach them, and if

~they would accept .it for what it

says. The Bible is plain and sim-
ple. It means exactly wha! it says.
If. we take it asvit, s, letting it
xmerpret itself, it-makes real

sehse.

You can understand lt'_
For three full decades now, the
Ambassador College, Bible Corre-

spondence Course has been help-
ing hundreds of thousands to

become biblical literates. This> '
unique course has led more than

one-and-one:half millien students
in alnftsy every nation on earth to
a ‘greater knowlédge and under-

o

standing of the most-misunder.

stood book in the world.’

This course is a totally different
method of Bible study. It makcs
" the Bible gasy to understand. Tt is

dynamic, down to earth. It pulls .

no punches. It tells the truth
straight from. the Bible.
The Ambgssador

y of your own
Bibie, which is the only textbook
-you wiil need. It is not a study of

- men’s ideasabout the Bible, buta - :
discover what 'he is, on_the other— ﬁstudy&—therstb!atselfr—-—~~~————~ﬁ T

Many of the -informative
artitles you read in ‘the Good
News magazine can only deal -
briefly with- certain aspects. of
various. subjects because of lim-
ued space. But each. 16-page,
7 beautifully illustrated, monthly
lesson of this course provides

.ample space to present an in-

depth study of each topic.
Many subjects of vital interest
to you today are thoroughly

a i

these lessons. They .direct’ you
step by siep to the plain, simple
‘answers in your. own Bible! (The
“Ministudy’ an-pages 19 and 20
is a sample of the ‘method of
study. employed by the course.)
This course helps you find the

"N October-Novemper 1984 17
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A f answers to the really bi ques-  course is the most rewarding
] ,.tions of Yife you have aiways won-  ,a9d” remarkable course that
. ‘ N dered about. has ever been put together. |
" . - ’ ~ Students from ali walks of life am learning more about my
f B : are enrolled in the course. inciud-  Bible and how understand
SO - | ing mxmstcrs,ok'ehgxon and are it; sihce .k stirted /Ahah | have.
, - ‘ é \ _ enthusiastically” discovering new ever learned from' reading the
T . F o truth’ in their™Bibles with the Bible myself, or fr any min-
. - ~._ _ guidance of eachYesson. They are  ister 1 have ever hebrd or
- ‘ =~~~ learning tha! there is hopefor the  talked to. : .
- - that thgre are solutions —— - Winois -
\ RE to the seemingly unsolvable prob- 1 am up to Lesson 3 of your
- .- . . lems of today. They arc learning  correspondence course, and
L - to undersiand Bibie prephecy and . am amazed at what | have dis-
“ , the principles that iead Yo suceess, - covefeds in the ‘Bible. Your
- e . financial seisumv and‘a happy. mathod of study makes it
~ "L - . abundant life. easy—to learn. L, like most
' . But perhaps you- might think people, thoughf the Bible
o - . that a college correspondence would be hard to, understand,
- " coyrse would be too difficult for  butit really isn’t. | would high-
you — that you wouldn't under- Iy recommend this course to
stand it, or that youre too old to  anyone. )
] study. . If y(m think so, you S Tennesses
. . , * couldn’t be more wromg. This Even with a doctor’s degree in
: . course is designed for people of  divinity, this s udent learned
] -~ all ages — for you! And it makes - - more from the Ambassador Col-
P studying the Bnble"cnjoyable and” lege ‘Bible. Corrcspondcnce
o - rewarding — the experience of a  Course; _
- o i : lifetime. . | graduated lrom three Bibla
’ . e _ schools and have a doctor’s
R ) .. - What our.students say . - degree in divinity, but | have
o o : Thousands of our students have iearned more from your corre-
,'. . ‘ 3 : written expressing. their sincere spondence course than any-

appreciation for the lessons. We'd
like to share with you some of
those letters that show how our
students are actually understand-
ing the Bible for she first time.
They are finding that the Bible is
relevant to their own lives here
. . arid mow. Notice the following
SaE g —————f-—f~ieuekv— s BRI
.( - § wigh to expross my thanks *
= to you for the Ambassador

‘College Bible Correspon-

where eise. You make it 8o
seripture verses to back up

just beautiful and 'm so

thankfu! for it.
North Carolina

-A well-pleased, Canadian wrote

_~_the following lester: =

Before hearing the World

Tomorrow bl;padcast i had

" many unanswered questions

plain to understand with the

what you have written. it is

blessings beyond my wnidest
dredms.
. > Canada
A well educated perscit wrote
.. this letter:
- Since | had the advantage of
a good dedl of this worid's
sducation, | feel qualified to .
make is _next s!a(ement
Althoug‘tw& ‘correspondence -
course | ritten so that any-
one who can read can easily .
do the work in quality and
thoroughnass of mstructlon it
is easily the equwaient of
courses given for college.
credit by the better colleges .
and universitigs. It is really
supdr!bt” .
Wisconsin -
Many e surprised to find that
limited schooling is no barrier to
studying the Bible with these les-
sons, as”this student.discovered:
Please tell peuple they
don’t have to have a high edu-
cation to take the Ambassa-
-dor College Bible Correspon-
dence Copurse, | didn’t finish
high scheol at& that kept me
from writing for it for a long
time. Now there isn’'t enough
money . to buy the lessons
‘from me that | have received. . .
Florida
You, too, can begin tc under- :
stand the knowledge thaf really *
counts. The only qualiﬁcauon
necessary for taking this course is* .
the ability to read. As the last
_ student said, no college or other
__advanced education is pecessary. - |
These monthly lessons are - ;
plainly and interestingly written. ;
And there are no assignments to P
send in — just-a test after every :

N

.

A _ dence Course. i} is truly amaz- that were so big that a psy-
ing how alive and exciting the chiatrist was unwilling to fourth lesson so that you can
N Holy Bible is.- | have never answer them. The only answer check yous own progress.
known how up-to-date the | received from him was that4 Rgmcmbcr. there is nmo tuition -
- Bible is, nor how relevant thé v should take a trip to Europe, cost. The'course is absolugely free.
-pmﬂheﬂc evepis are to our ' go hunting, roam the country-  Wiil you let the Ambassador |
20th-century world. Thank side to get close to nature, Coliege Bible Correspondence
° you 80 much fpr anlightening take up sailboating, get mar- Course make the Bible 100 per-
, . .° me about God’'s inspired ried, etc. This didn’t answer  cent relevant to your life-10day?
- — . Worg;— | neededthis under-any of -my questions. - Through st write o us at our addeess 1}
- sténdlng so very much. the Ambassador Collage Bible pearest you and .ask 10 be ‘
. R Virginia . Correspondence Course I° enrolled. A list of our addresses is '
, -@ Read what nhese two sthdents have received direct and on the inside frony cover. »
‘ discoveréd with the aid of the ' workabte answom to all my Do it right now {est you forggt. 4
4 - fF Ambassadar College Bnbipe Corre- questions. ~ You'll be glad you took advaniage
4 spondcnce Course: i am now learning the resl  of what so many have called “the.
: Yo;ur\wlo conrospond.om;e purpose in lite and redelving  opportunity of a lifetime™ ©
R 18 The GOOD NEWS. - ‘ . o,
- N ’ . - M ) v
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NV;IINISTUDY

‘Gods Formulafor

Job Success

>

@

..

v

Instructions: The format of thest ministud-
ies is similar to that-of the Ambassador College

Bibl le, Correspondence Course. Look up and-

read in your Bible the seripture references given
in answer to the questions. Comments following
the questions elabo'a.te on the scriptures just
read. That's all there is t0.it! {(These studies are

based on the Revised Authorized Vgrsion of the -

Bible, unless indicated.) ~ .

* God wants Christians to prosper both spiri-
tually and materially — He wants us to enjoy
life! Jesus Christ Himself said, “1 have come
that they may have life, and that they may have
it more abundamiy" (John 10:10).

| ~ ."1 pray thai you may prosper in all things and

be in health.” God mspnrcd the apostle John to
write (111 John 2). But in order to experience
the abundant life, we must be practicing the

“way of life that produces it. This includes keep-

ing God's commandments amd following the

principles of Christian living and working that _

God reveals in His Word.

Let’s lodk into the Bible to learn what kind of
.ayitude and approach God wants His people to
have toward work. Let’s study God’s formula
for job success!

1. When God put Adam in the Gm’dsn of
Eden, did He put him to work? Genesis 2:15.

What was to be the continuing task of the

%

fa

himan race? Genesis 1:26-28.
in. the first’ two chapters of Genesis, God
reveals Himself as a creator — a worker. Within

six days His creatwve work unfoided. And when .

He created the first huiman beings in His own
image, He.made them workers, tco.

God told the parents of mankingd to subdue
the' earth — to develop, care for and produce
from their environment. When God planted the
garden in Eden, He put the man into the garden
to cultivate and beautify it
© 2. Dges the comimandment to rest on the
Sabbath have another side?. Exodus 20:8-9.

ing us 10 rest on the seventh day of the week —

the day.God made holy.

The Sabbath commandment actually dates
back to creation week. It was given to keep man
in a close spiritual relationship with his Creator,

.who is engaged in prodective work — who

created and now sustains His creation. And God

intends for us to become like Him. »
3. Was Jesus Christ sent to carth 1o work?

John 9:4. Bid He reveal that the Fdther is still.

busily at work? John 5:17. )
4. Does God intend for us to enjoy and profit
from the work we do? Ecclesiastes 2:24, 3:22.

How zealously should we do all of our work?
1 . Ecclesiastes 9:10.

God works with zeal. We are to become more
- like God by working diligently, whether we are

working for an employer, doing the housework )

or working for curselves.

Philosopher and writer Elbert Hubbard real-
ized the importance of working diligenily. He

said:,“If 1 worked for a man, | would work for

him. | would not work for ham part of the time,
and against him the rest of the time. 1 would
cither work for him all the time, or [ would not
work for him-at all.”

8. How did the apostle Paul deal with lazy,
shiftless idlers? [l Thesgalonians. 3:10. Dnd he
command them to work? Verses 11-12.

Proverbs 10:4-5, ,13:4. Will the hard worker
have the necessities of Hife? Proverbs 20:13,
28:19.

7. Does the slothful person Iwk for all kinds |

of dangers 1o justify his tack of effort? Proverbs
22:13, 26:13- 5. Is his loye of sleep and lack of
_effort the cause of his poverty" Proverbs 6:10-

BRI
8. Does laziness tend to beoomo: habit-form--

ing? Proverbs 19:15.
Some use the slightest excuse to flop down on
the bed or couch — they cannot distinguish

- between true tiredmess and plain ldziness!

Rest from what? From -work, of course. |
Though many ‘have 8t realized it, the Fourth »
- Commandment also\instructs us to iabor. during

the other six days of the week. That part of the
command is just as lmportam as the part reguir-

Others watch television when they ought 1o be

working or doing something constructive.
8. Is there profit in all labor? And nothing

_‘_‘bui poverty in a lot-of talk? Proverbs 14: 23.

if .you happen to be unemployed,. you can

6. Will diligent effort always prove its worth",,




.:".‘

.-

How? By maRing a jcb cut of finding 2 job.
Work .at +it. 40 hours, a week. Persist ard be
" resourceful. Read books 1o learn how to secarch

1 'more effectively. Seek advice an cther types of

emplm meiit if your skills are not in demand. or

i, perhaps your skills can be adapted tg some other !
job. And, of course, ask God to help you find 2 -

wob Once you have a job, you are ready to put

© into action further practical mstmcuen fromi the

\eu Testament.
10. What did Paul teach regarding service to

one’s empﬁoyer — one’s boss, foreman or super--

visor? Colossians 3:22-24, Titus 2:9-10.
Though Paul’s msuuchor was specifically to

. Christians who \\ere bond slaves, the principles

also apply to our performance on the job. What-

cver your occupation may be, work as if your -

immediate boss were Jesus Christ: “Do it hicart-

- ily, as to the Lord and not to men.” Be c&opcr-

aawe and zealous on the job. Be alert to- plme
- your boss by doing the job his way. Show your
_willingness 1o go beyond what is required.
Remember, 100, that good personal relations
on the job is one of the best forms of employ-
ment insurance. Don’t be a flatterer or a hypo-

crite, but show sincere. loving concern and .

cooperation toward your employer, your fore-
man and your fellow employees in gvery possi-

- ble way. Your good attitude and cheerfulness

will help. everyone else.do a better job, too.

11. Can one expect to be paid a good salary if
he is not worth it? See the principle in Mark
4:24. \C

Moffatt lranslalcs this verse “‘the measure
you deal out tg others will be dealt out to your-
selves.” If you give your employer a fair day

" work, he will pay a fair day’s wage. If he won’t,
anothér employer, will be glad to.

The way to receive a higher ‘salary is to be
worth more! Be a Waluable employee. Don’t gust

plod along in youy job with a ho-hum, hom- |

drum. every-day-tlic-same-routine attityde. Be
energetic — prodgce. Study to improve your
skills. Take some/night classes or check out
books on your line of work fro‘m the public
library.

Really apply youraelf and prove to your
employer that you have the ability and the
_ desire o work and do an excellent job. Do your
" part and God will bless you.

v 12. What is a siuggard hke to those who hire
him? Proverbs 10:26.

He simply doesn't get the job done. Tl‘e:efore
“he st paid much, if he can hold a job at all.

13. To whom is the sluggard instructed to go
to study and learn about the initiative he iacks”
Proverbs 6:6-9.

Many have not understood ihe main point of

I this passage. Certainly it advocates the quality

start profiting from this printiple right’ now.

-

of diligence. But rotice verse 7. The ani not

cnly works, bu: does so with “no leader, mo |

fereman or chiel™ (\ic?"gu)

Humans, with the God-given ability to think
and reasan, skculd be 2ble to-do muéh better
than these lower forms of life whose actions are

only imstinctive. An employee sheefd think

ahead to see what needs 0 be-done. always
working diligently whcthcr or rot the boss is
focking.

14.- What kind of empleyee will end up
directing the rest of the workers? Proverbs

. B2-24. And what will bg the lot, 05 the slothful?

Same verse.

Do your job v.nhom being told. Or do it
immediately. when told how. Get it right the
first time. Be the kind of pemn who increases
his superior’s production and the production of
his fellow workers. When the-time.comes for
raises and promotions, this is the person who
wiil be remembered

15. Will the person who rcaﬂy applies him- -

seif on the job eventuvally find -himself In the
company of distinguished people? Proverbs
22:29.

16. Was Jmeph an industrious. young min
who was given great responsibilitics? Genesis

39:2-6, 22-23, 41:39-44. -

Are you willimg to put forth the effort to be
like Joseph? He was a diligent worker who
served and obeyed God. And though he was
severely tested for a time, he did the best he
could even in limited circumstances. He obeyed
God, and therefore God Blessed him greatly. He

‘eventually became prime minister of Egypt, and

will be given a high position in the soonmmﬁng
Kingdom of God (seec Hebrews 11).

If you really believe God and set yourself to
follow the biblical prmcnphs we've just studied,
and strive to please God in gther facets of your
life as revealed in His Word, He promises to

biess you' The apostie Paul sums- it up’in - | CEMEE
_ Hebrews 11:6: “He who comes to God must

believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder
fboth Spiritually and physically] of those who
duﬂngcmﬁy seek Him.” O

" ENROLL IN FREE
'Tr?\n\u :x?.‘%z-at‘l.wiﬁi i BthE COURSE ‘
h; e s The shartstudy you've
e 5t Conpleled G5 2 sample
B of the stedy melhod used
in eath r\mmiy tesson

-Course:
Yo can envell in this free
" course by writing 1o the
Good News offior nearest -
you. Sez inside frant cover
"’te eddresses.
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Dy Vab ) Agporng

r[‘nw li'mlhhii) is one

ol the ‘most positive
and rewarding aspocts ol'
hunun personality, '
Yet, sad (o qiy, thul wo too
ofteh expericnce i only supor-
ficial, puteon friesdliness that
Bsts nbout s Tong e a vapoy
on wuuw (luv. Unw often

(llWlpllle wlwn
the need for such support iy
most urgent!

God wants us 1o be friendly.

“lriendship”

‘ . ’

®
S

Word pives numerous ‘examples
of model friendships, Tho pue
triarch  Abraham,* for {nstunce,
wels cullml “the - friend of God”
o (Iumen 224, Iandah 41:8), ‘T'hin
friondship was not of the (alr-
wenther variety, It stood the tost,
Abraham valued his friondship
with God bayond his personal sta-
tlm. th community whero he
lived or even the life
ol his,son,

Ruth und ¢Naomi
had w spuctal king of
friondskip. All the
comforts of home
beckoned Ruth to
remuin wmony hor
owit peoplo i famjliar
Moub. But Hyth por-
selved that other vals
ues in life were moge

important, pledping,

CC“Wlhierever you go, |

- will go; und whisrever

you ludgl,;c. Iowill lodge; your

peoplo shall be my poople, und

your God, niy God” (Ruth 1:16),

That's commitment - that's
Iriondshij

the wounds of a frivnd, but the

kissos of an onemy aro duwhtul", i

(l'mvm by 27:5-0),

or ummc. frlonds don't nlwuyn ‘

HEB YO L0 aye oF ngreo on eviry
ibsuo, Somothmos, friowdsy nay
wei be wrong. Yet frionds stick
togother und puli' togother: *As
Iron sharpens ron, so o wan
ﬂmrpmm the counténunce of his
o frlend” (Proverbs 27:17).

Erlendship with God

“As  Christlons, . our friendslilp
with God must be primary. How
ciait we, qualify for this highest
relutionship? God shiows that
Wholchearted obedicnee to Him
und reverence for s luws Is the
key 18 friendship with Him. Jesus
taughy, “You are My [riends If
you do whatever 1 command you"

" (John 15:14).

Jusus bots uy i perfoct exmmple
of luve, friondship and loyalty. He
doesn't forsake us oy Fle sces us
struggling to overcome the hur-
dies of life. We, too, must not
abinudon friends during times of

~tejul A feiond s alwoys o frieud,

. sharing of hopeb.
.ences and over trugcdlcﬁ. Reul

A man who has Triends " must

himself be friendly,” suys Prov-
orby 18:24. But how does God

detine being “friendly™? The fact

48 tha,we need to develop triend-
ships that are-true and lasting,
that are dble to weuather all the
storms and tosts of life, that go

beyond' o [riendly smile smd i

puwing handshake. .

Modol frisndships
friendship-has depth-and

eams, experi-

friendships are " procious. God’

The hlumlship of -David, und
Jonuthan Is also instructive; hoere,
loyalty, mutual respect und godly

love transcended selfish desives,

politics and  prestige. Jonathan,

. the heir apparent to Isruel's

throne, had the spiritunl courage
und faith to serve his friond,
knowing David was anvinged of
God, rather thay to spllishly cling
to his puosition,

True friendship is not ;ust

dislikes, jnonetary gain or subli-
mated sell-interest. A true friend
will ulways help, even if it horts:

.*Open rebuke ds-better than love
capolully concenled. Faithful are

hie is u born brother I‘ur wdversity"
(Proverbs 17:17, Mol¥att).

But our l‘rlcuduhip with. God s
not to be exclusive. In Johi 15:12
- Jesuy commands that we explnd
our horizons and “*love one unoth-

or w I have loved you.”™ And our -

conimission’ dy Christions is to
oventually help all humanity
come to know God and share with
‘Him the type df lrlendship we
now huvel -

rrrrrrr —based-on-mutual-inleresty, Hkes or—— Lverymmh#muue&mimw——
muturity It hiss been cultivated |

and nurtured , th)rf?gh intimate .

more true frieid. Are we opén to
* the chullenge of having (his Kind g

ofifriend -— or, better yet, bejng a ,

true friend oursejves tulumucmu,E
clsc? .
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(C omtinued Imm Juane 2)

othey literutiye we do this, cven

wethie apuastie Fand Jdid. He seb oy

ah cxanggile, We speak to unvon

Mverted, nunreligions people in
ponreliggous lanpusge,

sl said, “Ishave bevome ali
iy 1o all men, tist Lmigh® by
all meany suve seme”" e
explained; "L the Jews 1 bevame
wy i Jew, Tt 1 nnght wits Jews.”
He spoke” their lunxmma’ - Iu
those whe wie under tha law, ay
pider the Jow, that 1 anight win
thowe whe bre vidder the biw: te
thewe whol we withont Jaw, as
without law ... o the, weak |
licvsino us weak, it 1 indght win’
the wenk, ... Now this 1T do for
the puspel’s
9:20.24). \
13id you der stop to think Wity

we nied the parent sigazine

“the Platn Prath? Jesas naid,
Crgy worp® iy truth.” God's
Word - -*the Bisep - is v
Thé Plain Fruth maguzine
ahes Bible truth vian!

But now cun you do that to

world prejudiced upuinst the

Bible - - u world whose curnnl
minds arc poviiLe wgainst 'Gop
. whose minds ure prejudiced
Jpminst reading what they recog-
nize v coming from the Bible?
Do yon realize that moleyn
cducution iy u whole - especiully

high school und “university-level

educition -
~'tWI§TU|E?’
They huve wdopted the theory
of ¥vorLutrion. ‘That ‘theory
Jbecnnes their concupr -— their
areroacu to all knowledge.
. For exampley take the text-
books on history. You lind NnoTh-
ING i thém about the historic
creution okAdum E““X\ Eve, or th
presence of Sutan in the garden’of
Fden.You find NOTHING about
uny man named Noah and a uni-
versal, eurth-filling, deluge. You

hus Iherully rqeued

firid NoTINNG I necepied Tistory — orisl
tkxtbooks about Isryelites in

Egypt, or Phardbl’s armies being
drowned in the Red Sea.

The approuch too often is that
it .an event is recorded in the
‘Bible it never happened, {or mod-

22 The QOOD NEWS

" ' A
ake" (1 Corinthiays

’l'i!'el!!’\ I!bs“
ol h'i"-;[-."!!ﬂ'

crm st heobarship)
Beble s w0 hci‘w
ILURLE .
CGpoed hnew F I]m

Ehovesnph Mol MR
they haew Gl ‘ﬁﬂ\?,‘ phirtin g
T T oY BT hml yaithes weve
thank bk it hee abip. v i thewr
I B l:m!ﬁmvm»i Wil
their loolish hcart wis lurhened,
Professing themavlvey !a‘b dwe whve
Janrelen tunl, 9o hulm.lV‘ “haghty
elutated], ey Jhrvam

Ve vw Wl

fmls um] even lh\V dul linl
like to letuin Gid i ll}clr kvl

edge, Gad pgave llmm aver o &,

reprubate mind,” to do those"
things which wre mst convenient
Cproper]” (Romns 1:21-22, 2K,
- Authwized Veision).

Nutice, they did not retuin -

Con in their Anowledyel 10 the
km;w!u!uc they diucmmm[e. Gion
1y NUT EN 1E, nor Cied's revcluuun
of truth - the Wiy,

Ihey wre hustile uguinst it

So, how du we gbii Jesus
Christ’s Gospel messuge s that
burrigr of prejudice, ang lnm
THEBIR CONSE TOUNNESST o

O we ran un article in The
Plain Truth headlined “BivenNt,
und TURN FROM YOUR SINS, FOR

poo Wl

. 1

pu«l! Yhoour mmsbe g ot - W u TSR0

LT LN " RORTT tlean mrinneds tey ‘\ lH‘ Eon

/

Josus Christ it'a;lg.%mni,n(g,m
rule the wnrld;with absolute
power! Our jobis to get that
GOOD NEWS L0 the wurld

) s Tin IR EN
Bor s vkt Clibe iy o ek g
Finsge vr, Mo smeck v th Fleveper
dsaind my oA i s W gyve Pl tin
fan s o 2B nfabisting ssele i
probilom. Bt witr e de voiy sop
posn we gel e Answens?

Wit w do we bl he @ aws thu
werrh? ’
Why, in

Cal’s Melide, |7 0
N

-
\

tll RN TR
Hut we dun't . |
necessarily
need o gutete the I),{yhlé .
That's A theiv Iamguayrl So we
ke the iruth pL AN nTHE lan-
guage, bevause i “wuuld ety
plain 1 them in u religious laney -
guuge they do not undcrumml' L0

We put it in the Tanguige of
FOOUCATION, iyl the lupguuge of
RLI JUJON AT MORE THAN SEV-

MILLION ARE NOW RHADING ¢
“Thie Plain Truth! -\3,

Now, naturally, sp fuking to

~ this whole :woRty, in'u manner

that cun muke the truth vLAIN 1o
them, in their language, we can-
not say, “Now teke up your
-Bibles und turn to thus and suth -

— ST CHRIS TS COMING weﬂ—ehapters and verses,-und-we-will

how many ol this world!s edu-
eated do you suppose wutﬂd read
it? Do you'see what 1 meun? We
v say it in The Pluin Truth ——
but not in thuse words] Wg speak
ty the world jn the wu’fld's own
lungunge!

When our headline suys "WHY \
_ MARRIAUEY MREAK UP, Y ‘with

such dropheads as *This article
bnngs you the true perspective of
the modern Western ymarringe -

about divurc«., ond marital unhap-
piness ™ and gives you the prac-
ftical 1.Aws that make. marriage
.work,” then hundred# of . thou-
sunds — éven millions — do read

it. We catch their attention — we .

e

dexpound them and make them .
PEAINS' 1) “That would mor make
it PLAIN to them, becnuse they
don't-speak that language, and 2)
due to prejudice, they would |
refuse to read it, anyway. We
would fuil to gét the truth
through to their consousness.
You MUSNT REAL 128 THERE ARK .
TWO KINDS OF MINDS:' 1) the car-
nal, or natural, physical mind
with which all hunians have been

g —the incredibiestatistics——born,-and—2)-the-spiritualnind —

that has beon opened by God's
.Holy Spirit, and now has spIRI-
TUAL COMPREHENSION,
The ngtural carnsl mind may
hive GREAT comprehension of
material knowledge. The. brain of

L] v
’
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avow or o clivhen i wnuething,
\ g - preity -éupud by um!p.umm Hut,.
| spurrvually speakiing, on the other
franeed, the GREAT MINDg Of GREAT
‘i wion o wasen, still darnal, are
! Just an spiritually. stupid and
i wiinble o amderstamd ws the cow
ar chivken brain is MATLRIATLY
' . wiable to compreliony.
Y Our No, | cOMMISYION I8 to
\ ©OWHEACH THE WORLD g8 i wit-
‘ ndssl The Plain Irith s our
[ . 7 magizine tor them,
“Our seeond conumission is to
o | feed Np}riluully Jedus Christ's,
G “shicop.” The Good News is for
those who ure God's people -
o who want, and aro ABLE, O go
' “into the douspor spiritual muhn o
thuse to whom we can say, “Open
your Bibles, and we will expound
wnd MAKYE THE TRUTIL BLAINDT
. Our No. | commission s to
proclaim Jesus Chris#d coobp
NEWS a8 a wimm.\' - -not totry to
0o force conversion on any, Only
W oo o God cun convert, b
v _ None carf come to Jesus Christ’
as ' Savior, anyway, until and
unless God the Pather draws
them. God GRANTY ropentance.
(John 6:44, Acts 5:31,/11:18).
\ Once we gain the INTERIST of
© . readers uml give them the
Lo o xm;wnmml' it may load, to thelr
, b ‘ subvation, i God GRANTS repen-
oo + tance and DRAwS thém by His (
. 1 Holy S‘pirit But -fifst .we must
) . - reuch. pust” thelr prejudices und
ot plant “the right KNOWLEDGY in

o ‘ ®  their consciousness. That ¢ quires -
U _an EDUCATIONAL, hot greli uua.
e — - program- AndTetunie-repeaty

mnjor coipmission is to chlhc
* good news to them. a8 A WEITNYSS.
Of course there is the secund
Jphive of our cominission — 0
[ . FEED JESUS CHRIST'S SHELP.
’1 N The Plain Truth'is our instru-
» , ment for the former — The Good
o ! . Y'Y News for the latter.,
- .. Tws, then, is the magazine do
i FEED CHRIST'S SHEEP — 1) FEED
thosc-spiritually hungry for the
deeper SPIRITUAL FOOD.

<

Jesus Vote?

{C ontinued ,/rn’n puge 6)

means “good news.” And what
Jesus preached the INESSUPE
He brought to munkind from God

- was the good news of the com-
ing GOVERNMENT oF Gob — the.
coming, world-ruling government
that shall overthrow, blast out of.
existence and rule in place of
CVErY present government on
carth!

Yes, Jesus Christ said to Pilate/
that Me was born to be o Kingl
He, Himuolf, Is coming nguin us
woiirtn King! S

And His Gospiol was mgroly, 1&
one might rmy s political plat-
Jorm for 8 Kingdom. lle

uf ity immortal citleehs — the
way of salvation, Ilu rcvculud its
lawy,

What Jesus tuught was that
this presént world, with, ity guv-
ernments, its religions, its gecono-
mlcm. its nm.iuy‘ Is an evil world
—- it is Satan's world — it is a

AT WAR AGAINST, HIY. COMING
KINGDOM —ﬂg-{.uu wgnu,n 1O
MogROW!

Did Jesus come to makyp this
& BETTER WOﬁLD?

THIN WORLD'S polities! He called

evil werld - .out of~all its vus-
toms und,/ﬁhllumplucs and ways

the world. .
Jesus said to His dmduleu.
CFollow Mel” And -one cunnot
tollow Him and alsu follow thia
present world! He
did not mean for
Christiuns - to go
out’ of thelworld,
physically™ He .
knew. they must
live in it,.but He
taught | that they

-revealed the w'\y to entor it as une |

world in competition.againsg, and

No, Jn',s'u.s' did not enter into

His disciples our of .48is present

—t—tou-ife of- s&wrwwﬁunv— -

pray that
’.)ul of th wor“d but that you .
should keeps thdm from-the ovil
ong. !'hoy ure not gf“the world,
jlm a1 am not i( the world"
(John 17:15-16). . “
* Thus Jebus' disciples, live in
this prosent evif ﬁv’fld us though
they were foreigners, hero merely
us the guestsgol the nution wherg
they residey us AMBASSADORS for
Christ and His wmmg Kingdom, «
* here us rq)reacnlmlveﬁ of s
colning Kingdwm, nor of any ef™
. this wztld y gdvernments,
As the Word, of God seveals in
“ 1 CortnehTRmS 5:17-20: “If any-
one Is in Christ, he i 0 new cre-
ation: old things huave passed
« away . .. thereforé we are ambay-
sadors fur ‘phrlu "

The United States send
ambussudor to qlc Kremlin. \]
resideh Tor the time in Mosedw),
“The Christiun in*the world todu
" s in, the sume rolitive Munwg
the Americun, uibussydor, in the
Soviet Union. -

an

He js not u)mmuP/ He . "
dodwisot, regurd the Soviet ds his

guvcmmcnt und he knows well it
is u government mortally opposed
to his government. He does not {
serve the Soviet govorpment, nor
enter into s politie, nor devote
his time in Moscow
“eradicate the cvils hie stes in their

system, or to anaking lhgirfmj;lc A .
fl . \ . . . .

ou should take them -

3 trying to. ¢

. [ : - ‘We hope you uNpERSTANDH —* | should- not—be-of
. ' : . We make The Good News |it. ' s :
) availuble —— subscriptish alrealv | «In his final
paid < 1o any apd all who hun- | prayer for His .
! ‘ rst tor GOD'S TRUTH,, | isciples, Jesus |
Doy : ,-‘md who can recelve” and digest | Said ton His Fa- |
v "« the stronger spiritual food. . 1 ther: *'1 do not . .
. | o ' R
. ' : X @ . ) - -y 4
,'I ! [ \ a‘ \ i ’ I v
\" .' l ." P
M i t ! N - 2 X .
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betier stite, o voting, or edicging
their army or fighting for thcir
caune,

Yer, he subjecl®, qum,ll tu all

their rules und regfilutions that in
any way chneern hind or his life
whilcghiere., If they drive uutomo-
biles dn the left side of the strect,
_ he cotforms o their regulutiops.”
He dues not oppose them; helis
supinet td them while Ukre,
endeavoring to cause them 1o like
him so as to better represent the
interests of hiy government, the
United States.

S Jesum lnughl s (lmt.lplcs to
render unto ‘Cuesur the things |
that are Cagsur's, Spegificully e ¢
wus referring to payment of tu .

1f* the gn\bvqnt‘gcnp lovies tuges,
pay them. .

The Bible teaching for the
Christiun is to be SUBIECT tp the
powers that be in this world, but,,
on the other hand, ‘_klhr tinns
shall obey (nthhcs wrf-man,

The true €hristian will 8o con-
", gduct himself as to be highly .
,\‘r&gardcd by the powers of gov-
. Mernment where he lives. He will

be regarded by them as o good
citizen. '

He will

Jeges, advar
, ties oxtend

yes and opportuni-
He will ~regurd-

himself us the paying giiest of the

coyntry where he resides, and

'.ﬁiécu\l\c the privi= -

. . ' -t
4'4& did not come to rclorm  the. n’mv came for the suints

"mlun or improve Satun’s handi-
wurk but . to suve His followers
Jrom Satan and his system. -

Since God's Kingdom. is gt
diterally set up us yet, the true
Christign q‘tmrcmlnp is now
rexerved ih hedven (I\‘l)’olcr 1 4
thcmm-c 2:19).

C hmtmm are c¢ulled to be uep»

- urmc from the world and all its

uftiliations, whether sociad, paliti-
cul, economic or religious (1
(8 onfmhlum 6:17). They asre not
to live by the philosophies, Lus-
tongs and ways of thiy world, but

t by pviry-worp 0¥ Gob, (Luke
4:4). Jesys tuught na not to live
by traditions vf the present civill-
zation, but by God's laws, und He
taught here’that those who dis-
_obey. this tédching worsine ' Him
IN VAIN,

Yes, thousands cull th«;maelves
Christiuns, think they are con-
verted, Believe'in Christ, warship
Him, but worship Hini in vain,
following the course of this world

v and its customy and ways, instead,

of the eommnndmggts of Gud
(Murk 7:7-91 -

- Jesus said for the Chrlzmun to
seek first the Kinabom oF Gob
(Matthew 6: 33), ung He ulso suid
we cannot give allegiance to und
serve two kingdoms (verse 24).

he ,
will uct with due jourtesy, su% How ‘and when,Christians

_ mission to its rules and reguld-
tions, jnsofur us they do not cond,

are to help run government
In, the proppcc;y of Duniel 7,-

flict with the commands of Godg and éspccmlly inyerses 17-18, 21=

and submission to their ' penaity

“where they do.

But the trye Christiun is one
who fallows Christ, un§ Christ

~did not Vote! ~ "

Jesus did not try to rclormﬁ

Caesar. He did ‘not try to muke
this_a better world. Ruther, He
predched the dodtrine of a radi-
lly differept world to come’ —
and He ‘called His followers. out
of all partidipation in this present
ovil world
His KINGDOM that is to come.

22 ungd 27, we find revealed how
purt in the running of the govern.
ment. In this prophecy Daniel is
shown ‘the empires of this world

Empire, to be follﬁsgcd by the

Persian, thg Grecian and the

Roman.
There is .now ¢ be onc ?norc
resurrection_of the Roman Em-

nd to allegiance to * pirev— a United States of Europe

°  Citizenship In heaven

But His world is the world’
tamarrowl His Kingdom, H'e told-
Pilate. iy rot of this world — tha
is, of tHis AGE, this presént tinfe.

This s Satan’s world and Jésus
2 AmeDANéWSl' -

X

now presently forming. .
Wit finally, as Christ’s Second
Commg. “the saints of the Mdst

and possess t kingdom forever,
even forever and ever.”
These present governments are

to run‘ their course ,“UNTXL_

“ Y
3

R &

~ thiy world huve bec Kr the king-

*who overcomes) ang” Keép
works until the engh! (o him I

- bogins the Subbath Millennivm -

. governmernis, this Babylonish sys-

hen ¢ hrisﬁmﬁﬁ 1o, take

from his day until the Kingdom
of God. First was the Chaldean’

" of Christ — as advance emissar-
High shall receive the kingdom,” :
t\é . the world of its plight and prcscm )

or Gopl 0o

0] p«»wms the kingdom.” "I'Hat’
time has not yet come. Until then
Christinng are to ‘gbey God und ho:
subfect.to the powers that be.,
When Jesus comes agaiin, it l-a
proclisned, “THg kingdoms of-

dom of obir Lord dnd of His
Christ, und Hy'shali’réign forever-
angd ever” (Rovelatidn 11:15).
Then-it is,.as Nsus has said, ‘llu

!ll
give power over, the natlnm — he
shill rule lhem" (Revelution
2:26-27). The. smashing of the
present goverpments of The world
is pictured 4n Daniel 234-35,
44, :
Then Sutun shall be shorn of
power to rule the world (Rcvcluu )
;%m 20:1-4). His qualificd succos®
t, Jesus Christy shall then be
inaugurated into office. Then

of, Jesus Christ’s roign — when,
He shall set Hiy hund aguin to .
save Isruel and the world.

Jocui would not take part

What, then, would Jesus do in
this time of presidential election?
He wéuld WARN true Chmlmm.‘
*Comi our of her [this world's

tdm]. my people, Jest you share in -
her sing, and lest you receive of
her plagues” (Revelution 18:4)
The plugues of God areSoon to
fall upon this world und atl who
choose to remhin part of it. Jmus
TALLY YOU OUTH— T
What would Jeuus do? } .
WOULD $E TOO BUSY PROCLAIM®
ING THE GOOD NEWS OF HIS OWN
COMING WORLD-RULING KING-
DOM, and‘the way of salvation, to
take any' part whzftsoever in the.’
pulitics of this present evil‘world,
or'in any man-mhade form of gov-,
epnment ‘that is DOOMED very
soon to be destroyed and replficed
by the.thegeratic government of.
- THE Kingpom ok Gop!

~Our mission is, a8 ambassadors
ies of His KINGDOM *-— 10 WARN

danger, to'proclaim to all nations
the good news of THE KINGDOM




'y wife was in bed.
She'd been there
A for about three
Wu.ks with what we-#had
'\ been told was a back prob-
lem. One day the doctor
" cdlled ‘and gook a blood
sample. "He Soon commuhi-
cuted the results to me.
The-doctor called me into a
private office and told me he
was sorry, but my wife had 1
" malignant melanoma. She
probably had but a short ume
to live.
1 was shockcd du.mbfoundcdn

By Arthur O. Suckling . <~~~

L] R . &

significance, of what I-had bt
‘told, trying somchow 'to ‘make
some sort of reality out of’it and
get control of my emotions. Tears

#flowed, and 1 struggled- to fight .

them buck. I hud to walk through

, the wx)i_;vlng room to get to my

car,

My- Wife was
‘for me to return
with the test results. Somehow |
hud to tell her, but whit conld 1
say? | drove the few minutes
home and went right. past .the
house without stoppmg' 1 parked
and continped crying. Agum.
drove by the house. This time my
.son saw the car from the wmdow,

aiting ut home:

dieds During_this period, my
mother had \noked in to help us.
My brother_a is family visited
frequently qnd often gmycd with
us on weckends. The people from
church rallied around and called
«on 'the phone, sent cards and
visited until that becume imprac-
tical. .So it was a family time

om the doctor’s ~  devoted to taking carc of the one

who was dying. ‘

The attitude of the dying

R

)

4

Most people feel they would
rather suffer themselves than see

a mate or child suffer. The rea-

son, often, ¥ beeause they find

the sit ation casier to acot,pt and
how! —

~and—broke-down_- —erying,—hardly-—so-dravé-in 7

believing what I was hearing. .
‘Between my sobbing, 1| asked him
how long she had. Six months,

" yperhaps a yaur, was his reply.

“Bverybody dies. Diseases, acci-
dents or old age claim everyone
-eventually. ‘Such eveats - lcave
‘behind grieving. widows, widow-
ers, parents and chidren, {

This "article. is writ(} s a
result of some self-observations |

noted as-I passed through the var-

; muntagemftmfﬂ*lm

- find it helpful. ) .
Tho'tianlc mesgage

The doctoi- quietly left me
alone in the room. | stared dut the
window, ,ntruuling’. to grasp the

. o .

mm“ﬁ

I entered our bedroom and
“knelt by the bed. | put my head in
her arms and sobbed. She siid:
“It’s all ri
got cancer, haven’t' 17" I saidycs.
Miraculously, at that moment,
my mother and my brother dand’
his wife arrived and walked into-
the room unexpectedly. Thgy .
shared our sad news, witheus. How
wonderful it is to have family
around at uuch times of sadness.
Q DWE 0 nirm
the first dingnosm Bone ucuns
were done at the hospitaly
determine-the"extent of the i
- ease. Then we as a tamily settled
down to wait,

Threc month: later, my wife

t, dear, I know. I've '

CO| mmc
person dying is, in one sense, thc
ost, realiStic and *comfortable™
of‘ all.
quickly accopts what:4s happen-
- ing,- while those around — the
. family and friends — find thém-
selves having a difficult time. -
“T'o illustrate the point: At one

- stage toward .the end when my-

- wife was close t8 dying, she asked
a question’ that tofe me up emo-

Many times he -or .she -

-

N

tionally: “yhen I die, you will .
goi marr again, wan't yuur
My reaction was to cry and tell*

her that I just couldn’t think
about that now, but-sh¢ had

~.already thought through the.

course of events to their natural’

conclusion (Al I write four nnd a

Oclobomovonw 1984
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1 CE . '
with friends, nor do you want to
become dependent on a bottle.

" Remember, ,the bercavement
o . process takes ' timg. Don’t be.”
| . 1mpaucnt with'it, ,’ :

Accephnce .

) I cajl the final stage accep~
, “ tance. This"is when ypu've done
; © all your crying, griewing and fret-
o | .| - ting. You're basically on an even
K3 . keel again and vy‘our .emotions
ol o shaye scttled to an acceptable
A ‘ 1. " equilibrium.
. L You will still feel loncly and
N * miss the person. That’s_to be
' ' expected, . for you will never be
the same again as a result of be-

‘reavement. You will, lhough
. . * come to accept thc st’htus quo in
' . time.

- Perhaps "the surest sxgn that
you are recovering is when you .
begin. to really.take an interest in

. life again. You have a renewed

spark to do thmgs you haven't -

‘I:* . done for a long-time. For me, it
‘ was playing squash. I .lost all
. | . . - .interest in playing for months.
- o " .Eventually; the interest return d
©  as'l began to fcel mort, rorm
" - .again.
. . In the past,: it ‘was expcct
 that people follow a social cysto
.'of mourning.. In- many respect

M_ more hatural progression of grief
Today, inour fast-paced and busy|
' lives, modern society leaves little\
\, room - for .the ‘slow and .natural}
., process of grief. I think it wafld
be. wisg to take a ut—Gf—
‘past. and consider it.

A tlm.*not to’ mnke do‘blslons

A R U - Tao often today pcople try {o

. L . 'rush ghis-natural process and fill

' the vdid thit has been created in -

. their lives. People have sold their

homes and moved or: made.rash|

. . decisions that they have regret-"

. [ ted. I kiiow of .calles where

. ™. ] | = widows and widowers mtried too -
: ) - soon after the death of a wiate.

!
|
|
L

o 01 <. and eénded up- making tragic mis-
1 ; : " takes by acting in haste. .
oo b, ] '"'; 1 do not subscribe ta a return
' F to ,Victorian gigidity, but I do
‘SR advocate caution. There ought 16

be respect for the déad and’ thclr)'

) memory for a smtable t:me I per-"

-

%

i'.

sonally feelut takes about one
year.
. Others may feel less is accept—
¢. The Bible does not ‘give any.
*ﬂcctﬁc length of time for mourn-
ing. -In tany- instances, though,
great or grievous mpurning took
place (Genesis 50: ll)

The important thing is to be
sure "you are fruly emotionally
.over, say, “your first marriage
" before entering a new phase in

_your life, such as dating or anoth-

. er marriage. Be sure you really

-

my brother, and he advised them -
to go ahcad, as I was standing
.nearby. So they came over and
saw me: During our brigf qonver- -
sation, | was overwhel@hed with
my feclings and began crying. |
know it was cmbarrassing for
them, but it was pood for me. .
“People bught not to' feel thcy -
need say much at all. “I'm sorry‘
“You have our sympathy”
ﬁne If the person cries, we ought :

" to recognize that this is normal

and not feel responsnble bec‘ausc
L

ommg tO terms lS lmportant

'fcol like doing something, Ucforc v

you do it.

Speakmg from experience,- !
found it convenient not. to datc
. ‘until two years had passed after. -

*my wife died. thn I did, it

came nagurally. [ had been"
encouraged by well-fleaning col-~

. leagues and friends to get dating

agdin. | was advised’l didn't owe

© {ny past w;fe anything angd that ¥ -
this social timetable fit closely th¢ -

should feel free to date.
‘The latter statement may have
been true, but the fact that 1+just
. did not,feel ready was sufficient
reason cnough not.to do it. So I
- did nol' l found it: extrcmely

A\ ing tbe thought of asking some-

-one-out for a date! . i
© Sio

to sthe Wplace” whe wanted

| femdle company. I began dating a

“few wo
know thrt

that. I had gotten to
hgh 2 friend in a simi-,

} " lar situatjon, Oné of those women
.becamewm R
. What do you sa B

‘ -3, People feel awkward or embar-
. A—au—'ﬂmywew nakever_eheéeaths‘yet—-—rassed around—a- gnevmgﬁpersotr—ﬁoncswmﬂmstand

They don’t know what fo say.
. They don’t swant to upset you, but

_ they want o say somgthirfg. :
5, 1 clearly remcm}tr a couple

who wanted to givefme their con- .
dolences. but did not, want to-

upset nig. They ' were_ talking to

,-a bit at a time, Pcame )

1 strongly felt that I had to survive
and make it on ‘'my own. Yozf must
leam to live with your loss.

) \ '
"we have spoken. The person will
. probably cry many times initiaily,
and I know that ‘a simple word of
sympathy or cnccetxragement is all
that’s needed. .

Why must we experience l,he
deaths of loved ones and the be- -
regvement that follows? It's a .
qucsuon probably no human can.
answer right now. .

Time and chance happen to all
(Ecclcsmstes 9:11). Death is' a
. part of life that either-is or will be .
common to all (Hebrews 9:27).
Rejmcmg in your trial (I Peter
" 1:6-7) is_not easy for, the. Chns‘
tmn we' do not often sge the

- expetiences unnl they are over. -
- Rising to the occasiod and over- | | -
comu‘ng produces character. 2 { )
» Converstly, you can allow your
situation to destroy you. We | -
should expect trials; for’ they will:
come (1 ‘Peter 4i12). s
God also tells us that Hé will |
‘not test us beyond, our ability to /
stand a tfial (I" Corinthians |
" 10:13). He also says there is a |
resurrection and, that dur” loved |

‘(Ezekiel 37, I Corinthians 15:50- -
58,1 1hessalomans 4: 13418)
It makes it much’ easier; while
. we lick our. wounds and. recover
“from our hurts, to know -the
= divine purpose God has for all

humamty' o “

A :
QOctober- November 1984 27 .

again e




.

-

P

- tians think so.

\

Wﬁl You Go tp Heaven?

A

. 'Heaven! This one short
- word summarizes the

blessed" -goal- of all Chris-

tians. It gives the very
meaning. of the.purpose of
life, and the essence of the

-hope of life after death

Or doés it?
Millions of professi
Te thcy
rect" Is hicaven what they t k 1t
is — namely, the prayed- for and
worked-toward reward ofVthe:
saved?

You need to know the truth! -
And even if you ajready know the

. truth, you need to be able to

prove it. No doctrinal question
strikes closer to the heart of tradi-
tional: Christian belief than the
truth of the biblical te'ichmg on
the docmne of heavep.

: Th. basic doctrine

Quite surprisingly, the blbhcai
teachings about heaven can be
easily summarized in a brief sen-
tence or two: In short, heaven is

of it. Usually this image is of a-
. sort of spiritual paradise, replete

with adorning clouds populated
by angels (with wings, halos and
long, flowing golden hair): -Also
to be found are the **souls™ of the
faithful, clustered togéther in
holy groups, playing on harps or
beholding the facc of the Lord in

trancelike fixation milleniia after

millennia.
Yes, this -is probably most
pcoplcs ‘b¥ief about” hcaven —-
it i5~for, and what it-is like.
But it is rjot"the pxcture the Bible
gives! | e

The Bible tedching =

S;nce every doctrine ‘of the
‘Bible 16 unique, each doctrine
. must be dealt with from its own
point of view. In the case of the
doctrine of heaven, it is best to
"“first show what heaven is, and
then what it is not.

any are surprised to find that_

.the Bible speaks of not just one
\but three heavens:
The first heaven is our earthly

atmosphere — the blanket of life- -

i

the expanse of this great uniﬁ%ﬁ
— the outer space where we fin
the sun, moon, stars, comets and
planets. It is of this heaven that
God spokc when He said that the
sun, moon and stars were to be
for lights (Genesis 1:15:17). .

The final heaven — °the-
“third” .¢I1 Corinthians 12:2) —
is indeed the location of God's
holy throne and the seat of the
ruling authority of all physical
and‘lspiritu,al reality. And it cet-
tainly does have some of the qual-
ities traditional Chnsuamty as-
signs to it. ) [

Fop’example, this thnrd heaven
is a type of spiritual paradise. The
apostle Pau} said as much in II*
Corinthians 12:4 when he brlcﬁy
described the placevand called it
“Paradise.”

Further, it is plamly the seat of
God’s throne and of His power,
for we are taught by Jesus Christ
nd&%’) swear- hy heaven, because:
“itvis God’s throne” (Matthcw
5:34).

God further draws back lhe
curtain ‘and reveals miore about

\

“the one saying that heave

_— would shock most professing

the celestial place; of God's®
throne, His headquarters of gov-

ernment of all things scen and

unseen. It is decidedly. not the

.promised reward of saved Chris-

tjans, however,

- The usual tlachlngl
.of this world

. o
. T\go doubt that last sentence —
1 is not
the promised reward of the siaved

‘Christians.
taught, and have blindly accepted .

Most have been

without proof, that:'heaven is
indeed the goal and hope of life
its¢}f. Most persons, even though
nofl having ‘seen heaven, carry
wnh themselves a mental image -

sustaining gases that engircles our

globe the heaven where the birds
(Genesis 1:20) and from

* where the dew falls (Deuterono—
my. 33:28).
“The second heaven represents

His throne in Revelation 4,
where, in a few sweeping verses
the apostle John t::mtahze%’1
with panoramic glimpses of”

celestial pageantry and power of

the heavenly throne room.
Of the specific layout and fur-

. nishing of the place we know but

little. Howevcr. in addition to the

- items Jisted in Revelation 4, we

are told that the lampstand, table,
showbread and other artifacts of

1y physxcal counterparts of heav-

_enly things (Hebrews 9:1-5, 23),

although an exact explanauon of

: _what this means is not given. -

But we need not guess about
"whether heaven is the reward of
the saved. We are directly told, in

_ the earthly tabernacle were mere- |
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no uncertain-or ambiguous terms.
And the ahswer will shock_
many! N

scriptures lhat ‘to their minds at

least, seem to say,we do. go 10’,,

hecaven at death.

By Bé(nard W. Sshmp_pert
" tian’s reward is “x‘eserved n heav-
en,” and Revelation 22:12, which
h the

shows that — altho
v reward is reserved; ii heayen —
Jesus: will bring it with Hi apd -

Jesus plainly taught “No one ~
_has ascended to heaven but 'He

or example, some will point to
John 14:1-4, which quotes Jesus

who ‘came down from heaven,
that is, the Son of Man" (Jesus

Himsclf — John 3:13). Astound- -

ingly, that scripture means just
what it says: No man — not
Abraham, Isaac or Jacob — no
onc — has gonc to heaven! There
are no souls of the saved’in heav-
-en. It cannot thercfore be the -
_reward of thesaved. '

- Peopie do- not hkeMo believe
this plgin statement of Jesus. Yet
even King David )said td be a man
after- God’s own ‘heart (Acts

13:22) and bne who found favor _

. With God. (Acts 7:46);, was not in
‘heaven even: after' Jesus® death.
As the apostle Peter said, “Men

“thing. For the Father®

*telling the disciples that in His
* Fathers house are many man-
sions” that He was going to pre-
pare foi them, and say this pas-

" sage proves we go to hgaven.

- But these verses say no such
‘house™ is
not* heaven, but the

many chambers or “mansions,’

cach for the use of a specific job
or function. The disciples correct-
ly understood Jesus to be saying
that i
responsible -positions, and that He

was going to‘prepare a job for

them, and that He would bring it

" with ‘Him when He comes. again!

and brethren, let me spegk freelys - (John 14:3, Revclation 22: 12) to.
. to you ofs the patriarch Dayid,
that he is both dead.and tu ed,

- and his tomb is with us
" day” (Acts 2:29). Peter then
added, *“For David did.not ascend
into the heavens” (verst 34).
~ We have now seen that heaven
. "is God’s throne, and we haye read
that it most assuredly is mof“the
abode of the deceased souls of the
righteous. But, then, what is the
future hope'and goal of the true
Christian?” )

this

* rection,

set up His Kingdom og earth.

Others turn to Philippians.

1:23-24 and quote Paul’s state-
ment that he desired to “depart
and be with Christ”_as a proof
text for going to heaven at death.
But Paul does not in this verse say
where he will meet Jesus Christ,

. nor.-when. Paul does in other :

verses clearly show that he and
the rest of the righteous will meet
Jesus at the time of the resur--
and on earth in its’

emple of .
- God (John 2:16), which had :

His Kingdom were many

ive'if to us when returns to
8 :

earth.
Space fails us to address in

" detail other misunderstood pas-
sages of Scripture such-as those -

concerning the true fate of Enoch
and Elijah, whom many falsely
suppote . went to heaven based’
upon misunderstood verses, pr the
story of the thief on the cross,
- Lazarus and the rich man and
Paul’s vision of heaven®in II
"-Corinthians 12:1-6. These and
related verses are explained fully
in our booklets Where Are Enoch
ang) Elijah?, What Is the Reward
e Saved? and Lazarus and -
the -Rich Man. Write to oy
‘office ncarest you for your free
caples

Koy verses

" Aside-from a knowicdge of the
oft-misunderstood verses just.
mentioned, the whole subject of

-~ heaven can be grasped by remem-

bering tﬁlatwcly few scriptures.
The majn ones are Matthew 5:34,
whlch.' says heaven is God’s
throne; Revelatjon 4, which
- describes that thronc, John 3:13,

..which states no man‘has ascended R

~ Put briefly, the hope and goal
of a Christian is not to enter heav-
en and play a harp for eternity,
but to be born into the Fam:ly of
""God (as, 3 member of the God
Famidy and hence become a liter-
al.God) and rule in God’s govern-

ment and Kingdom with eternal

« life from on the earth. See Reve-
‘lation 5:10, Daniel 2:44, 7:27 and
_ Mattheéw 5:5. ;
Ever the plain scriptures uited
above, showing that heaven is not

“clouds,™
(I Thcssalomans 4:16-17), not in,
heaven. .
And}conmder this: If the saved

souls of millions are now in heav- -

en, why must there be a‘resur-
rection of the dead in-the first
placz (I Corinthians 15)?° Ob-
vnously because the dead are just
“that — dead dnd in their gra\'es
-not in heaven.

Likewise, the oft-quoted scnp—l

ture saying g—at is your reward

at His Second Coming ;q»’ o he

; and Acts 2:29-35,

whith stat®s that — even after

1« Jesu$ Christ’s ascension — David

the righteous had not gorie to
heaven.

\Also. it is helpful to remcmbcr
a few verses showing that God’s
Kingdom will be on earth (Mat-
thew 5:5, Daniel 2:44, 7:27, Rev-
elation 5:10).

Yes, the blbhcal truth- about
heaven is_easily summarized:

Heaven is God's throne afid cur-

“the abode the righteous dead

to answer the objections of those
who believe ‘that Jesus promised

heaven to the good who die. .

. Rather, they point to’ numercus

.in_heaven’ thw 5:12) i
misunderst by many. Too,

often verse 5 of that chapter is
not read, where Jesus says-the

- righteous will “inherit the earth.”

Nor is this section compared with
I Peter 1:3-4, which says a Chris-

tent seat of government, but it is
not the promised.reward of the
saved. How wonderful is our God
to reveal through His true
Church  the blessed truth about
this important subject in this end
age! O
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; 0 Seven Ke S to

B if the Bible seems an archaic mystery fo you, there” sgﬁod news

- : ll)nscnver what the habit of showing’ apprecnatwn will dom the -

e In Pursuit of Spmtual Excellence

. gvercome debilitating handicaps? It’s the same forcethatcan

| Uuderstandmg the Blble

_»~—Yyoucan beginto understand it! Here aré the keys that unlock
, _whatGodhas revealedin His Word’ ' . S

OThe Power of Apprecnatmn

art move, honey!” “Nice job, sis?”’ “Pm proud of you, son!”

- lives of the people youlove.

Wlsat dnves humans to climb mountams, break records,

helpaCbnsuan endure to the end. .
“#Gracé — Do You Understand It?

vnca:lmlarywetformmythesub;echstonfwmg*[zt’siet-_ S

| 0 ‘Woman, Wife, Widow

3 ; face at some time. It helps to know what to expect.

The word grace isanimportant part of the Christian . IR o
: B
|

. God’s Word giveus a clear understanding.

. Widowhood — it’s a life stage that many women will have to ’




