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Conversmn Is a Process'

you heard non-
Christians, judging
one who professes Christ,
say in disgust, “Well, if
want any part of it”? -
- How many ‘judge Gop: by

* Christians live? How many
b assume that one must live a’
perfect life before he can

*’ become a Christian? .
-~ How many say, “If I could only
‘give up smoking, I'd become a

\Chrlsuan""

How many think a Christian is
supposed to.be perfect, nevegr
doing anything wrong? Suppose
you do see or hear about a Chris-
tian doing something WRONG.
Does that mean he-is a hypocrite
— that he is_not really a Chris-
tian, after all?

En while he is a Christian, and

hristian? - : "
I suppose nearly everyone
would reply in the negative. Byt

UNDERSTAND! .

It’s hard- to -belicve — but
- TRUE! Few know just what is a
Christian. Few know how one is
converted — whether suddenly,
Jal} at once, or gradually. Does
. conversion happen immediately,
or’ i§ it a process?

- 'S HIGH TIME THAT ALL OF US
UNDERSTAND’

*-The TRUTH is that there is a
sense in which' tfue conversion
doesuake place at a definite time
“— all at once. Bul it is also truc

7

“'ow many times. have

that’s Christianity, -I don’t"

the way they see professing -

Is it possible for one 10 actuallys

till remain a truly convcnedr

here is a vial point you need 1o

‘a
that in another sense convcrsion
is wprked out gradually — it is
acthally a process of development
and growth. -
NOW NOTICE CAREFULLY!
When does one really become a
Christian? It is when he receives
God's Holy Spmt In Rpmans
-8:9, we read that unless we have
the Holy Spirit of God, we are)

not Jesus C}hnst s — we¢ are not -

truc Christians.

There is.a definite TngE when
God’s Spirit énters ‘into one. At
-the very momient he receives the

» Holy Spirit, ‘he is,
sense, converted. Yes, all at once!
If he has Jesus Christ’s Spirit, he
is Jesus Christ’'s — he is a Chris-
tian! He has been begotten as a
child 6( God.

But idoes that mean his salva-
tion is complete? Is he now fully
-and findlly saved? Is that all thefe
is W it7 I$ he now, suddénly, per-

fect? I5)it now impossible for him

o' ng?

NO! Far from it! But WHY? ~

hat’s the answer? Why do so

any misunderstand?

Here is the Goob NEwWS you
.need to know. :

‘First, there are two conditions

" to becoming a Christian: REPEN-

TANCE" ,F\)\ITHJ( These two we,
ourselves, t perforai. Yet no
one can, of himself, say: “O, now,
Isee —1 muslsﬁﬁnl All nght
I hereby repent.” One does not
just decide casually, as a matter
of routine, to repem N

Why? - B

« Jesus Christ said nhat fnone can
come to Him, except the Spirit of
the gather draw him. God grants
repentance. God calls one, ~and
convicts the mirld and conscience

‘mind externally.

“Jesps Christ as personal Savior,

in this first

. womb must grow physically large.
-enough to be born as a human.

. dcpths of his heart HE MEANS 1T,
tgo!

" Spirit. He really'wants to do what -

by His Spirit, working on the

Usually a real struggle goes on
within. The person has been shak- "
en td know he has done wrong —
he has sinned. He is not only sor-
ry — he abhors himself! He is
brought to real RERENTANCE, not
only for what he has done, but for
what he now sees that he is.

Yet he, himself, must make the
decision. If he does repent, sur-
render to God and in faith accept

then, upon performance ‘of these
TWO conditions. God promises to
put within him the GiFT of the
Holy Spirit. This is the very life.
of God — spiriT life. It imparts
to him the very divine nature! '

Then what, at that stage, has
happenéd?

This new ‘convert has only been
begotten of God — not yet BORN.
He has not received the full mea-~
sure of God’s Spirit Jesus Christ
had — he is only a spirituai babe
in‘fesus Christ — he must now |
GROW spiritually, just as a newly
conceived fetus' in ‘its mother’s

This new. convent has now
repented, in his mind, from the

In<all sincerity, in his-mind and,
heart he has turned around 1o go
the other way — to live a differ-
ent life. He is now a CHRisTIAN
—, he has received God's Holy |

is right — to obey God — to live
Gop’s:way. *

Yet he finds he does not do-
this ‘perfectly! Many, at this
stage, become discouraged. Some

[}
February 1985 1

P

5]

2

y
e

T




o

give up even trying to live a
Christian life. And 'wWHY?
Because of the false notion
thar a Christian is one who
becomes PERFECT at one fell

swoop — or, that one cannot .

become a Chnistian until he has
broken all wrong habits, and
made himself righteous.

It’s vital to UNDERSTAND how

true Christianity really works!

The newly Begotten Christian

- must grow up, spiritually. What

would you thirnk of a.human baby
who became 6 feet tall all at once,
without growing up? The grow-
ing-up process requires TIME.
There is an instant when a person
receives the impregnating Holy
Spirit of God — when he first
becomes a Christian. But he is
only a spiritual infant. He shust
grow up spiritually.

The newly converted person, in

) hzs mind and heart, smccrcly has

about-faced! He has actually
gained contact with Gop, and
received God’s Holy Spirif. God’s
own divine NATURE has now been
conceived within him.

BUT THAT'S ALL — it is merely
conceived — not yet full grown!
And his human nature is still
there — it has not becn killed or
removed!

Understand thls!

We were all born HUMAN. We

all have HUMAN NATURE. Few -

seem to know exactly what
human nature is. o
Human naturc is a strong PULL
- a lcndcncy — and, like gravi-
ty. it is a downward pull. Like a
strong magnet, it draws us in the
way of SaTaNn — that is, a pull
toward self-gratification and jeal-
ousy, envy and resentment and
hatred toward .others. It is "the
spirit of rebellion against authori-

ty, hostility toward God and the-

{aw of God. |

That is human nature. It is
within you. But how did huran
nature become that way? ‘Adam
and Eve were not created with
that nature.

- Originally God crealed the .

beautifyl archangel Lucifer. He
sealed up the sum of wisdom,
knowledge and” beauty. But one
thing he lacked — the righteous
CHARJZCTER to choose the right

"2 The GOOD NEWS

.

- come_to the’ LNGJ\‘_VLEDGE of the -

way and resist the wrong — to
discipline the self in the way he
ought to go, instead of the way of
self-desire.

So Lucifer became Satan. He
allowed pride and vanity, selfish-
ness and greed, 3 lack of outgoing
concern for others — the spirit of
competition, opposition, strife,
effort to acquire and to exalt the
self —— to enter his mmd He
became perverted.

Satan, ever since the Gardcn of
Eden, has beamed his now per-
verted thinking into the minds of

unwitting human beings. So

humanity has accepted Satan’s,
nature and allowed it to become
infused with human nature. |
God’s purpose in having
created humanity — in havmg
caused YOU to be born —u.is t0-

reproduce Himself. And Gop, . .

above alt things, is PERFECT,
RIGHTEOUS CHARACTER! God
is ablc to create characlcr within

us — but it must. be done as a :

result of our,: mdcpcndcnt free

choice. We,. as*i“d@’vxdual scparat%%

entities, have our-‘own pau't m thg
process. . .-

What' ls‘pcrfoct chhracfcr? l*ﬁs
the ability, ina sepmalc cmﬂﬂﬁw

right from the ong -~ the ttue
from the' false - "and 10 CHOOSE

the right, ‘and"possess the WiLLto

enforce se!f—dlséxplme to. do the

right and resist the wrong.
‘Like muscle, character is de-

veloped, and grows by cxercise.

. My namec is Armstrong. I sup-

pose I  could mdke my arm
stronger, and develop the muscle,
by constantly Yending it back and
forth ai the eipow. But if I pull,
or push,. against some heavy
weight or resistance, the muscle
will develop miuch faster. .

- Therefgne God allows us to
have thi§ NATURE that exerts a
heayy pull against that perfect,
righteous character —— to give us
something to st#ive against; for
THE VERY PURPOSE AND GOAL OF
STRENGYHENING AND DEVELOP-
ING RIGHT CHARACTER!

Ged’s CHARACTER travels in
the direction of His law — the
way of LOVvE. It is an oulgomg
CONCERN for others.

God has that charagter! He has

an’ outgoing concern for you and
for me. He GAVE His only begot-
ten Son to reconcile us to'Him,

. and makethe Jovs of His charac-

ter and everlasting life possible
for us. He showers on-us every.
good and precious gift. He even
puts within us His DIVINE
NATURE — when we repent and
turti from the wrong way of this
world, begin to resist it and turn
to Him through faith. in Jesus
Christ as personal Savior! ,

God’s divine' nature is the
naturc’of love — o giving, serv-
[ng, sharmg. hclpmg - of outgo-
ing concern. It is thc nature of
humility.

Now when one is convcrtod —
has rdpe
Satan’s “and’ this world’s false
waAY ,— has at once received
God’s Holy, Spirit — his HUMAN

flee. It, too, remains. It seill
exerts & pull! We still'live in rms
PRESENT EVIL WORLD,’ ind KX
exerts a pull. God still allows. "
Satan ‘to by am%-nd = and HE
exerts a pull.

.. So.we now have three pulls to
'rcs;;t — 1o overcome! We must

_now overcome these three -

Satan, this world and our own
scives. We have to battle against
these three, in ‘order to develop
and strengthen RIGHT _CHARAC-
TER within us. God says plainly it

i$ THE OVERC whd shall be
saved — %rcign with

Jesus Christ! )
No human being is strong
cnough to do this BY HiMSELR! He
must scek, and iN FAlTH receive,
the Kelp
with
Qvercome s@h
at once.
h IS NOT EASY!
u\ Christ plainly: sald the

Orces. easil)_', or all

way to'ultimate salvation is hard, .
It's 'a constant BATTLE

difficul®.
— a struggle against sclf, the,
world and the devil. The creation
of CHARACTER comes through

EXPERIENCE — it takes'time!,
This dcvclopm;nt is a process.
It is a matter of GrROWTH -
DEVELOPMENT. It regquires, to
become perfect, full and right
knowledge of the very Word of
' (Continued on page 22)

nted, and turned from -

L T

na;urc as 1 said before, does not ..
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rue Gospel ?-

: e R = ® .
What is the true Gospel that Jesus a

preached? Did Paul preach a different gospel-

to the gentiles? Here, at last, is made plain .
the truth 5bout the Kin dom of God

. ” ¢

‘hy should there be

such' perplexity ==
such confusion - iw =

ov¢ry phase of life today? -
» Tt shouid be the function. uf
' rf;l on o point the way. Yet
. hefe, tod, find only*confu-
* sitn’of tongues — hundrels of

disagrecment.

: Even’ insthc profcssmg Chns-
tian religion of the Western
world, we find different sects.and

- degominations ‘preaching 3 vari-
cty of different cosperst . . -
. ome designatetheir gospel as

“The Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
Others - call rheir gospel
Gospel of Salvation?*Still others’

profess to teach “The Gospel of

“Grace,” some *The Gospcl of thc
- Kingdom.”

WhHY HAVE THEY LOST THE
ONLY TRUE GOSPEL THAT Gon'
- SENT BY JEsus CHRIST?

T Wnay? '

How many Go:pols are
there? :

Does it make any ‘duﬂcrcnec
which gospel we believe?

Listen to the answer of the
eternal God,-as inspired in Paul’s

"' By Herbert W. A strong

from hcavcn preac@ any “other

gospel to you than what we have
prc&chcd to you, fet h:m be
accurse -

. And l‘%&dc a double curse!,
For the next verse says, “So now

"1 say again, if anyone preaches

-

any olher gospel to you thaw what

" you 'have received’ let. hith: be
differeng, rchguous denoniina- -
"<~ tions and sects, in aBabylon of -

accwsed

“WHY,, lhch “has the world lost -

sxghk of that Gospel? WHy do

. people ‘believe d(ﬂ'erent gé'qpcls

u-rhe .

letter to the Galatians — the first

chapter, the eighth verse:
“But even if we, or an angel

4

. you out of p

" fMark

today? ¥ D . L
This is an lopndlng. incredi-
ble situation' Jit ought to shak

tant matter!
Jesus Christ said it is abso)utc-

* ly necessary to BELIEVE THE GOs-

PEL to be saved! Yet the.many —
the hundréds of millions .~ today

do riot eveg know _what %al Gos-

ped is!

Again, His parting commission,

. PEL in order to be saved! And to

ive - indifference. -
“YOuR cternity js at stake! This is
not arff inconsequential, ummpor- -

o
REEIEVES.” Belicves what? Why, .
<BRELIEVES that which .they
PREACHED, - of course —. THE
GospeL! Not a gospel. Not any
gospel. THE Gospel!
-On the authority of Jesus

- Christ, it is necessary to believe
THAT PRECISE, IDENTICAL GOs- -
' "BELIEVEthe trug’ Gospel, we must
first-come to KNOW cxact]y what

it ig! - .

_ Now wnth'whom and froms
“where, and to whom, did the truc

oepel originate? With Christ?.
0, not with Jesus Christ!

The message sont,~ )
from heaven b3

- God- the Father had promlsed
"to send a messenger into this
‘world from heaven, bcarmg a
.message from Him — God the
"FATHER!

God had'promised that in Mal-
achi 3:1: “Behold, I send "My
messenger, and he will prepare.

to His apostles, being sent out as * the way before Me [and that

His milnisters to build His
Church, was this: “Go into all the
world and preach rhe gospel"
16:15). They were to’
preach THE GOSPEL.
+ Jesus then said,

saved; but he who does not
believe wnﬁ be condemned”
(verse 16).

Notice! Jesus said, “He who

“He who" -
"BELIEVES and is baptized will be

messenger. as explained in Mark
1:2, was John the Baptist, prepar-
ing the way before Jesus Christ's
first coming]. And the Lorp,
whom you seek, will suddenly
‘come to His temple, EVEN THE
"MESSENGER OF THE COVENANT,
in whom you delight.”

The very first sermon by yvhlch .
God had the Gospel preached to
gcnules, when Peter was sent to

February 1965 3.




the house of the gentile Corne-
- lius, recorded in the 10th chapter

of the book of Acts, gives us very -

explicit directions for locating the

one and only TRUE GOSPEL — the _

Gospel we . fnust believe in order
to be saved.

) Open your.own Bible! 1 Wamt

you to read this with your own

eyes!

This is what the inspired Peter
said, as recorded in Acts 10:36-
37: “The word which GQb sent to
the children of Israel, prcachmg
peace through Jesus Christ < He
is Lord of all -— thatsword you
know, which was proclaimed
throughout all Judea, and began

from Galilee after fhe baptism '

_ which John preached.”

Which Gospei did Jesus
'preach?. ..

Notice carefully these points: .

1)_With wiHowm did thls mes-
sage -~ this Gospel — originate?
Peter :.ajd ““The word which GOD
seht.”

2) To wHOM did Go;l send it?
Peter sald ~to the chlldrcn of .
Israel.” : N

@lnhough now, 10 years later,
this ‘same Gospel was being
opened. up to gentiles of aLL
nations, originally & was sent to
the CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, and it
was sent by Gop the FATHER. It
did not originate with Jesus
Christ, nor with Peter, nor with
the apostle Paul. It was sent by
God the Father of Jesus Christ!

3) THROUGH WHOM was it
sent? Who was the divine Mes-
senger who brought and preached
tht message? Peter said “lhrough
Jesus Christ.”

Jesus Christ was the divine
MessenNGER. Malachi called Him -
the Messenger of the COVENANT.
That message, !hen is the Ngw
Covenant mcssagc for Moses was
the mediator of the Oid Cove-
nante and Jesus Christ of the
NEew, as afhrmed by many scrip-
tures. This message. then, is the
New TeSTAMENT GOSPEL.

Now, 4) WHERE was it ‘ﬁrst
" preached? To what geographncal
location shail we look for -it§
. beginning? Peter said it “began
from ‘Galilee,” Yes,
then, is the , lace where it was

4 The GOODNY

.of repentance,”

* was proclaiming ---

GALILEE;

first preached. Not Jgrusalem!
Galilee!

When did Jesus begin to
preach this particular Gospel in
Galilee? Peter said “afrer the
baptissn which John preached.”

_ The~true GosreL of the NEw

Covenant, then, did not begin

with John the Baptist. It began .

after John. had completed his
baptismal ministry.

Now these very definite direc-
tions lead us directly to the first
chapter of Mark. The first verse
tels us this i the record of the

-BEGINNING of the Gospel of Jesus

Christ. Then it relates the baptiz-
ing/ ministry of John, preaching,
NOT the Gospel, but “a*baptism
which prepares
the way for the GospeL that the
living God sent by Jesus Christ
(verse 4).

.And ther we come to verses 14
and' 15 (Authorized Version):
“Now afrer that John was put in
prison” — there is the exact TIME

» for the beginnimg of the preach-

ing of the TRUE GOSPEL — *‘J&-
SUS” — there is the divine Mes-
senger THROUGH whom God sent
it — “‘came into GALILEE”, —
THERE IS THE PRECISE GEO-
GRAPHICAL LOCATION.

50 we now have the TiME,

the
Israclites residing there TO WHOM®
God seht the message. the PLACE

an# the MESSENGER — so what-
ever we find Jesus Christ preach-
ing "here 1S THE ONE AND ONLY

- TRUE GOsPEL.

And what do we read? “Jesus
came inio Galilee, PREACHING
THE GOSPE! OF THE KINGDOM OF
Gop, and saying, The time is ful-
filled, and the KiNnGDOM OF GOD
is at hand: REPENT YE, and
BELIEVE THE GOSPEL."”

Notice. Jesus said,
THE GOSPEL"!

WHAT, Gospel? The one He
“the gospel of
the kingdom of God.”

But, onc _may ask, don’t we
need to Believe on Jesus? Of

“Bciieve

course . Other scriptures teach-

that. But at this particular time
Jesus sgid we must ieve Him
— believe what He sdid —
believe the Gaspel of the King-
dom of God! )

Some belleved on Jam, bul

y

did not believe Jesus — did not

believe what He saip (John 7:31, -

8:30-31, 46).

What about the Gospel of -
Jesus Christ? '

But if the onc and only TRLE
Gospel is the Gospel of the King-

-dom of God, what about the Gos-

pel of Jesus Chnst" Is that a false
gospel?

Népat-all. Let’s understand.

The Gospel of Jesus C&\;st is
the Gospel He brought as God's
Messenger — the Gospel He pro-
claimed is the Gospel of the
Kingdom of God.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is
NOT man’s gospel ABOUT the PER-
sON of Jesus Christ. It is JESUS
CHRrisT's Gospel — the Gospel
Jesus PREACHED — thé Gospel
Gop senT by Him. and therefore

. it Js also called. in Scripture, the

Gospel of God. The Gospel of
God ® God’s Gospel — His mies-
sage — His good news. lhat He
sent by Jesus.

-~

Also the Gospel of.hsus Chhst ‘

is Jesus Christ’'s Gospel — the
Gcspcl Jesus Christ brought from
God — the Gospel He announced
and proclaimed.

We héar a great deal today o{
the gospel of MeN about the PER-

SON of Jesus Christ — confining -«

the _message solely to, the things
ABOUT Jesus As a result. mil-
lions believe on Chirist who do
not BELIEVE CHRIsT!

But” Jesus' Christ's Gospel 1s
HiS MESSAGE!
* And yer it was not only His,
but His FavHer's who sent Him,
as He Pimself said. In ~John
12:49-50. Jesus said: "'l have net
spoken on My own authority; but
the Father who sent Me gave Me
a command, what | should
and what 1 should specak. And |
know that His command is ever-
lasting life Therefore. whatever 1
speak, just as.the Father has told
Me, so I speak ™

Yes, the Father SENT Jesus
bearing 2 message, which is the
geod news of THE KINGDOM OF
Gop. Jesus is God's Spokesman

-—— the WoORD thal was made flesh

and lived, and taught, on this
earth! In John 14:24 Jesus said,
“The word whick you hear is NoT
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MINE but the Falhers who sent
Me.”

And, descriptive of the religion
of the Old Testament and the
GospPeL of the NEw, 1t is writlen
in Luke 16:16, “The law and the
prophgts were UNTIL JOHN. Since
that time the KINGDOM oF Gob
has been preached.”

What is the Kingdom of God?

And yet there are some ipgthis
modern day of religious confusicn
who believe the Gospe! of the
KinGpom oF Gob is not for this
age — this New Testament ume
of grace.

They reject and therefore do
not BELIEVE the,true Gospel as

- Jesws commanded and thereby
reject the very conditions to sal-.

VATION, saying the Gospel of the
KINGDOM is a gospel for some
future age yet 10 come.

But as the apostie Paul said to
the Thessalonians,
have you to be IGNORANT of the
very Gaspel that alone can bring

- us eterhal ife!

There was a definite TiME for
the beginning of the Gospel —
>since John. The law and the
prophets were UNTIL John. Since

John's special preparatory minis-’

try, the KinGpom 0;’@)9 is
preached. . )
There¢ was a definite Time for
this true New Tegtamyent Gospel
10 begin And after”Jolin was put
in pnwn Jesus came o Galll:c,
saying. "The*1iME is fulfill
and preaching the Gospel.
And so now, exﬁ\ﬂy WHAT is
that Gospei?- : )
The Englisty word gospel
" comes from the word godspel.
and means GooD News. Daily, we
read the News of world happen-
ings — mestly BAD news! We live
in 8 troubled, chaotic world. And

" the very BEST news you can hear

in this day, or any other, is the
GOooD NEWS of the KINGDOM OF
" _Gap.

But what is a nmouom" Pn-'

marily, it is @ GOVERNMENT — a
NATION and the GOVERNMENT
that rules it. And especially in
this biblical sense, there is the
puat sense of the NATION,
. including all its subjects or citiy
“zens, and the GOVERNMENT by

i would not -

which 1t is ruled. Again ~— in
BisLE usage, a kingdom is often a
family from a singie parent grown
into 3 NATION. .

Four things are necessary to -

constitute a KINGDOM: |) the
TERRITORY, with its specific geo-
graphic location and definite
boundary lines, with 2) a KING or
supreme ruler or governing agent,
ruling over 3} SUBJECTS or citi-
zens within that territorial juris-
diction, with 4) Laws a.nd a form
of GOVERNMENT, |

If we leave out any are of these

- vital requisites, we do fol Rave,
and canno! BELIEVE, the irue
Gosprt for this time.

We must know wheihier the
Kingdom of God is here Now, or
coming laler, whether its territe-
Ty is THE EARTH, or up in heaven;
whether it is a lieral kingdom of
human ‘mortals, or a kingdom of
immortals; whether it 1s literal or
figurative, real.ot unreal. -

And.bn many of these things, a
grcal many peogic are all MIXED
u'

* But now what about the Gospel
of GRACE - the Gospel concerp-
mg SALVATION?

Borm Into tho Kingdom

Notice. when Nicodemus came

to Jesus secretly, as recorded in

.John the third clapier, Jesus said

10 him. " Most assuredly, | say to

you, unless oge is born again, he

cannot! sec the KINGDOM OF
Gop' (verse 3). .

Jesus was proclanmmg shc
KinGpom uoF Gop —- explaining
a most importam phase of it.

As Paul wrote 1o the church at
Corinth in 1 Corinthians 15:50,
-flesh and bidod — that is, 2 mor-

o tal human — cannot enter iNto

the Kingdom of God. |.

The Church; then, cannot be
the Kingdom of God, for it is
composcd “of flesh-and-blood
mortals. It is not. cither-an ethe-
real somethmg ‘set up m the
hearts of men.’ :

. Jesus went on lo show Nicode- .

mus that we who are born of the

flesh ARE flesh — just mortal
- flesh and blood. We were BORN
thal way — HUMAN — MORTAL.

But it is possible for us to be
BORN AGAIN — next time, not as

a mortal flesh-andebicod b.xby.'
b -: born of the spIRIT. l*\en we
" 1
all be spirit — com of
spiriz! ’

Now"in the fourth chapter of
John wesead tha: Gop is a sPimIT ~ .
(verse 24): The Bingdom of Gop
is composed of those BOARN of
Gop. And as | have explained
previously, Gop is not a single
person, but the Hebrey word for -
Gaod, Elichkim, postrays God as a
FaMiLY of *persons — a single
!'armh,r or kingdom, but com-

=f MORE than cne person.

Wc*aw the mineral kingdom,
the plant &ingdom, the animal
kingdom. The Bible reveais an
angel kingdom, created by God--
and composed of spirit, not made

. of matter. ° »

And then, high above all, is the -
very CREATING Kingdom — the
Gop Kingdom or, in-other words, .
THE Ku\m)owor Gop!

.God is REPRODUCING HiM-
SELF! God created man in Gop's
IMAGE, so that man may become -
impregnated, BEGOTTEN and, by'a - =~
resyrrection, be BORN as an ,

4immortal, SPRIT-COMPOSED per~
son, in the KinGpoM oF Gop.
_ The apostle Paul de very
plain to the Corimﬁns that
while mortal flesh and blood can-
not inherit, or enter into, the
!Kingdom of God. that through
the resurrection of those. BEGOT-
TEN BY THE HoLy SpiriT-OF GOD
during this mortal life, this MOR-
TAL then puls on IMMORFALITY,
and we, like the very God Him-
‘self, become IMMORTAL, INCOR-
RUPTIBLE, actually, literally, «
BORN of God's Spirit iNTO the
very Gop FamiLy.

Conditions of entering

Now, HOW may we enier into -
that glorious KINGDOM?

Jesus came preaching the Gos-
pel of the Kingdom of God, and
saying “REPENT” and “BELIEVE ’
-THE GOSPEL.” ‘.

Just Two things we do —
REPENT and BELIEVE We must
BELIEVE the Gospel, and that
means also believing on Jesus
Curist, the KinG of the King-
dom of God and coming KiNG of

. kings ovegr all the families and

(Continued on page 23)
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B t was April, AD] 69. .
The 29-vear-old Gener-
v al Titus had command
o 1 ) * "X of the Roman army for the
Cre " LIS S H . - . Judean campaign.
] R : | ' . .. - The Jewnsh war against
- - _  Romestarted in carly AD 66.

- Gradually the Roman legions
Do ) K brought the rebellict under
B L. MRS ¢ B’ E - . control. Now n 69, the sicge

’ I & g ' r ] - had caused famuine. .
Jerusalem™s population had
swolien by the thousands as refu-
gees gathered n une last desper?
ate struggle against the Roman

I

.

ta

’ R e~ 2 armies. Some. 25000 Jewish
3 . T fighters prepasred te hold off
- ; - ‘ LTI B0.000 Roman truops from four
| " ; i PR : ; P . v Ulegions
‘aniicipate the construction of a The Roman 10tk fegion came up
temple in Jerusalem. But is a temple -~ from Jericho s the cast The 12th
i ) . 9 R came from the west The hfth and
i - _necessary to fulfill prophecy? . " ISth legionsy under the personal
' F T . ; direction of Tites. camped .o the .
- 3 . ' T o By M-D, Kedy ' north on Mt Scupus :
. et e L L By the spring of A.D. 70 one of
N .
~ E- . &  The GOOD NEWS :
. * N ~, ) .
1 m ;
- o r L o _ . . 5 . . 77 o M
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“the greatest uml n\nM Iummm lmh

tles of all hustdry was umlu wily.
Tituy sent his-major thrust ingy

» Jérusalom  from lhpnmlhwwl .

Within three weeks, (he Romans

hud broken through the lhljd/m)d '

sgoond walls and uu.uplod ‘mueh’
of the city. ¢
The mumn body ol Juwuh real

oty prépared (o light to the bitlm.
barncading thgmselves™in
the natural Iumum that was the

end,

N g

lunplu
The hot sugpimer months werg
filed with the wponies of war

Finally, in late August of, A.D,

70, the Temple Mount Icll to the

N Roman fories.
, Apbarently Titus had ‘nol
inluldud o destroy the Temple.
. Butone of his soldiers hurled a
piece of burning wood into. the

© sanctuary, setling llw u.)mplcx '

ublaze.
Degeribing the scene, llw Jew-
ish historian Josephus wrote:

“Oue woulds have thought that

~pushed sjones aside 10 retrieye

0

IR ,h ) Hg,} t"‘“ﬁf'

;{Q il

RS
. ."”'ux
Loy \ ‘i‘u. m.J
y
':l'l

'thL lull itsolf, on which the Tem.'.
ple me\,h wa seething hot, as full’
of fivgndy every purt of it, that thé”
blood was larger in quantity than

,_rlln. lhp, and thgse thut were slitip

inore i number than those that
.slew them; for the ground did
nowhere appear visible, for the
Aoy bodigs that lny on it."
Wlnlhlu days the Temple lay ip

crujmy and most of Jerusalem was

rubblo.- Sections of the' Femple

“thail- had been overlaid with gold *

had melied in the destructive
flames; soldiers and lovters

the melted gold. In the wun}c of
time, not one stone wa' tefy on .
another; «

. An era that began a ll\ouband

. jyeuju before was ul an ead.,

Now, more than. 1,900 years
later, there-is revived interest in
the congtructign of 4 Temple in
Juum&uurtm ¢ among the Jew-
Jish .religlous’ leadership believe. a
Temple must. be built beforg the

. PO . R

o
|,l|,4 W
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Anulom Tompie st Jerusaient, i mu
Coun attiat g rondonngs Now iplerad! o colk

M'

it

¢ Bluchog a tompte has 1ovived the nullmmlq Lot

okt cortroversy ovar g Growal argl

ety

ummlg of the Mcssmh. Olhqi's' et

don’t thin

Many lundailncnlu_libl Lhriw '

tana believe o Temple must be
" set up before the Second Coming
of Jepus Christ. Some Chy igtiun

orgahizations hyve contributed {0
L fund to purticipate in-the gon-

“struction of such a Temple.

What docs the Bible say? will ]
+dhere have to be a

crusalem™before the ‘prophesied

u\d time, events can take place? "
" Must auunu,m,. be offered on the -~
Femple Modnd? Qr will 8 physi- .. -
eyl building and ‘sperifices not bew -

“necesgdvy bntil the: Mu,mqh hun
- comé apd God's- l\mgdom is ac! 3
‘up on garth? . &
e he fiture by Q&,sumc interest
ing’ possibiliti R

' Befu‘rc studying me pruphcsu:s ﬁ o

' . Februnw 1985 7 ¥
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4 . . N
for the future, lot's understand

tho history of probably, ihe. ot
famoun  geographical »‘\rmi and
bullding. in all humnn history
Jerugalem, the Temple Mount
und.the Temple itwell,

-The tirst Temple

secure the economic busis of the
kingdom. His copper mines and
smelterios und hgu ahipping uid
transport ontm'priuﬁf‘

gye\mmq fin-
-mous. Cunel cnruviy and sWipy

provided n duzzling low of goods

and services. Taxes were also
increascd. !

L
\
. mon was short-lived, After Solo:
cmion's doath, Israel was torn by
revolution. The nux‘llwrndribas.
formed o sepirate nation, retain-
ing the nune Israol. The southern

nution continued under 4!12 nume
of Judah, !

-~
[l

king Solomon construoted the

© fiest, Tewplo in the middle of the

« “the plin and design <He desired ' sands of pedple it uijme: |

’

HOth century B.(;. But .even

The wealth provided meonns to = Th® Kingdom's decline

build Jerumilom into a wmagnifi-
cehit city. Solomon -built his own °

bofore Solomon, King David . palace, much more imposing than
desirod to build & house for  David's.
God, » - Four yoars after he became
After David returned the Atk king, Solomon stirtegl construo-
of the Covenant to Jerusalom, ho -+ ton- of the glorious, Tomple. The
satlde to"Nathan the proghet, *See, |, project was Lo last seven years. In
Jhow, | dwel] in a hpuse of cmlm".) addition to the material und
but this ark of God dwells inslde

tent curtding” (Il Samuel 12).
Thus' David let it be knewg thet
he wanted (o burld o Temple, -
© That night, bhowever, (iod’

David's ‘son Solompn Wwond build
.the Tomple, Then God révealed

for the bullding. ‘

During the, next years, David
“oontinued 'with plans for his
dream to build a house Tor God.
He purchased the threshing floor
of Ornan, commonly called Mt.

v Moriah, for the project site.

v

Interestingly, this is believed to
be lI:c same location -to which
Abraham brought his son Isasc 10

laborers David bad prepured for
the project, Solomon hired even

. moye warkers and purchaned, -
~mors fine matdrials.

SO Adthough by, m"gdcr-h !

plewus notdesjgned tohold
L wﬂﬂ g,
conter of workhi. The predts. Nad:
curefully ‘proficilsed: l '

‘rites to penl

of the Temple -not ingide:it
The workmanship jind" do

ahe highest quality. The wain

stans! -
Anldrmed Nathan that "David's .« wlards, ijt, was not, an especially
L e anilitistier wiys did, ot quality. < Yargé, building, (he Teniple Solo-
S bime for the projedsy, However, * mans_built . wis, forjts’ time,- . §85.8.C., thoy,
B / : © éxtromely hiprossive, The, Tomw, z;y
thous -

d. dfties “and .
orin, Keen the pnimal .
sacrifices wofg pcx‘ﬂ;nixi‘é&l“ in fropt "
manship i’ done
‘struction of the Temple wdts of -

By 721718 B.C., the porthorn
tribos were carrisd away Into cap-
tivity in” Assyrin. Most of those
. people never roturned to their
. }lomolguul». but in later contyrion
- migrated to Hurope and other

*arops of the warld.

For moroe information on whore
*the su-called *‘lost” tribes of
« larnel are to be found today, send
“tfor our startling free book The

United States and Brisain in
Prophecy, .

{v "Not"learning the lesson” from
Israel, Judah continued 1 reject
God' ways, und betwden 604 and

, tou, were carried
into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar

" und the Babylonians,

In 604 the Babyloniuns took

¢ the first wave of captives from

" Judah to Babylon. Among the

o captives were Daniel and Ezekiel..

. For the next 19 years the Jows
mpunted a series of uprisings

against the Babylonians in Judea.'
~ God's prophet Jeremiah faithful-
o ly carried out God's work during

wallyywere of hewn stone blgeks)  that time.

quarriedrnot far from the Temple .-

‘Zodekiah, who was to be

be sacrificed more than 1,000 Mouiit. Sturdy beams reinforced’ - Judub's final king, in desperation

years bel‘u("‘ David. In that case;
you remembur, God supplied a
ram for the sacrifice after proving
Abraham’s obedience and faith.
Then David. began to collect

" matgrials for the construction of

the
for the house'of God, und perhaps
wasn't sure young Solomon would
obtain the finest materinls and
hire the best crafismen, .

David died at age 70, leaving
Solomon with the responsibility
to ednsh;ugt the Temple. -

Construction under Solomon

To maintain peace i Isracl,
Solomon first honed his mjilitary
strategy, assembling an im})oslng
force of charioteers and horsemen

— some 1,500 chariots. and -
12,000 hoises. Then he set out to  perity that existed under Solo- ¢

The GOOD NEWS

emplo. David wanted quality *, Femple were two mussive broirze

the walls. Finely carved horizons
tal beams were overlaid with ceil=

ing planks and roof tiles.

~ formed an unwisc allinnce with
*the.pharaoh of Egypt, contrary to
Jeremiah's warnings. Enraged,

Fively dyed fubrics -adormed <. Nebuchadnezzar sent his armies

‘some walls and doorways. Flanks

“ugainat one fortiled Jewish city

ing the main entgance to the ! after another. He set n sicge

4,

+i 8tound Jerusalem. It was then.

pillars, six feet in diameter and’.: -only a matter of time.

some 30 to 40 fect high. These
and numerous other bronze canst-

ogy advanced for that day.
Bronze and gold utensils were
-used for rituals and sacrifices.

It didn't take long for the fabu-
lous Temple to become a symbol

of godly worship among the'

- In-the summer of 387 B.C. the

‘s -Babylonians- broke” through Jeru-
ings were produced by a technol-

salem's northern wall,: swarming
into the tity. King Zedekish fled -
toward Jericho, but was captured
‘and” broughit  before ,Nebuchad-
hezzar, just' as Jeremiah - had
. prophesied. Theking's sons were

"-*killed before him and then his

Hebrew peoples, and then its + own cyes were put out. He, was

fame spxead. throughout the Mid-
die East. .
- But the time of peace and pros-

bound hand and foot and carried
- to Babylon, where he died.
_'The palace and the Temple
i+ (Continued on page 24)
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v Mature AreYou

Splrltuallyp o

R
0 you\nnk they will
be all right? Its
such a long way.” “How far
are !Iu,y poing today?”
< SWell, it's a school bus, so
other
ospecially eareful.’

The/parests were trying to

N 4“/ 4 '

6

hide their anxiety. They were

gathered around a bus that
was soon to leave for summgr
camp. On that bus were their
sons and daughters.
Some of the youn
not been away from gomc before.
And here they were; preparing to
drive from Cualifornia to a sum-
mer ¢imp on the other gide of the
country — on»the other sidé of.
the world, it seemed.

The parents. were .gléd thaﬂ

2 such a wonder-
ty. But m the last.

their children
ful opportu

™
By John A, Hullord ,

rivers - should be

fow minutos while .thchﬁ yollow
bus prepared to leave, the happi-
noss gave way fo worry. .
Moeanwhile, on the bus, confi-
doncesreigned. If any of the 40 or
80 teenagers on the bus were ner-

vous, they certainly weren't show-

ing it. But then; why should
they? These kidy were 14 or 1§

‘.l‘

.

people had

years old.,Some had even reached
« the dizzying heiglits of being 16
or 17! They cquld handle it.
Some of the teens mgde a duti-
ful last-moment appear%nq\at. the
windowy to wave farewell to ﬂlﬁ“
tight-lipped fathers and tear
‘nothers. Fhén it wag back 4o the
more serious busincss ding a
place to sit with their friends in
the tahgle of tennis shoes, pillows

accumpiored ‘result of nearly 700
youry’ of purental care and child
rcufmg was qupt off down the
lrecwny
\r own duughters called us
hom Des Moines, lown, two days
later. Yes, uvcrything.wus fine.
You, they worg having fun. No,
they hadn't* goltén much sloop. -
MY, they didn't have enough
mongey. “Gotta go
And df courss, they urrived all
righy, just "like they knew they
-would. That's so typical of tecn-
agers, isn’t it? They are so full of

hings. They are amused and per-

\Q:nhdc.nw andyedger to try new

\

and overnight luggage that filled \\

the inside of the bus. .
At last, with a loud Blust of the

* horn and a cheer from inside, the

INps o bit, embarrhssed by their

pur hts' concern, .

Too much too goon

1ccnugcru don’t like to bc~
thought of us children. Physically
sthey may be as tall as Mom and
Dad. They have to pay full fare
on buses and airplahes, and they

" deeply resent being offered the

child’s menu at a restaurant.

Mentally they are growing up,
tou. They stop being little chil-
dren, believing und accepting
without question everything they
are taught. They begin t§) get
theit own ideas and form thcir
own beliefs.-,

Wise phrents recognize this.
But a wisd parent also realizes.
that tcenagers are not quite as
ready for the world, as they think

they are. Several more years of
experience #nd education are
néeded to make, the most of life’s
opportwnitios.

That is why we were worried as
we watched the bus disappear. ﬁ&’g
lot can go wrong, even on a care-
fully planned bus trip. Our 14-, B
15-, 16- and 17-year-old children

bye!” .,

»

-,

A\

.




suddenly seomed small andy vul-’

nerable, und) wp seouldn’t help
- boings concerhted

Just like God worries ubout us
sometimes,

The Biblartiearly shows that if
we as physical parents are con- ¢
cerned for “the welfure of our
physical children, our Father in

heaven is many times .moge con-’

cerned for the well-being of His
spiritual sons gnd daughters (He-

" brews 12:9, Pyalims 103:13-14).
AS parents, we have the respon-,

sibility to prepare our young
people for their next 50 or more
years of physical life. But God
must watch over Spirit-begotten
children in the first years of a life
that must last fgrever.
So if it is daigerous for a plwys-
icnl child to try to -ahrugf his
rents’ care and go it/ alone
bol ke he is ready, how much
‘worse is it 1o do that spiritually?

\

A lesaon in humility

Are you i danger of becoming
a spiritual teenager?

Jesus (‘hrisl once taught His
disciples an' important lesson in
humility. They had been having
one of their frequent arguments
.over which one of them was going

to bo-the most important in God's

Kingdom. Jesus called® g litle
child over to Him and l(?{‘?hc
disciples, “Unless you aré con-
verted and become as little chil-
dren, you will by no 'means enter
the kmgdom of heaven™ (Matv
thew 18:3). .

s The little child, mcanwhllc.
* stbod quictly by Jesus, waiting to
. s¢e what He winted. Jesus con-
tinued, *Whoever humbles him-
self as this little child is the
greatest in the kifgdom of heav-
en” (verse 4).

What did Jesus meag? us He
saying that Hé wanted mg-
dom to be composed of’ nnmaturc,
small-minded litfle - people who
just do Fhat t

ink forfthemselves?

at all! He had already
decided that those very men who
had been quarreling wpuld one
day?» be working together in a
_major responsibility judging the

12 tribes of Israel (Matthew -

* 4 S-year-old.

y arc told and -

19:28). But only il they qualified.
The wiy they were-acting, they
would not even be in the King-
dom. They had to learn to humble

themselves - like a little child,
The littlo fellow who came run-
ning oyey to Jesus showed an atti-
ludo of prust and obedience, He
wsn'ttoo self-important or too”
Uoing his own thing to come

. when he was called.

.

Learning to be ehllcﬂlks

As young people grow up, they
bogin to develop new priorities.
Fhat iffi't necessarily bud, We
should gt expect” a maturing

teenage: tarcontinue to act with
the naiveté und blind obcdlonce of

7

muintffin the simple Mnocence/of
little children. Why? Becy
there is still so much to learn.
We have spent most of olur
lives learning the wrong way
live. We have had im'cxccllof
training ground -— Satan's world.
\But once xpnverted, God wants us

"But spirjtually, we. ulmuld}/ﬂll

use

to come out of that world, He
needs ta,begin teaching us_a new

ay of life, 50 that evenluully we
ctpp teihch others in the world
tomorrow. )

But first, we have to admit that

¢ have not known the first thing
nbout God's way of dife. We have
lived & way that may have seemed
- fight; but-wé iiow realize that it
led to uullv (Proverbs - 16:25).
When it Tmes to owmg what
leads to life, we arc ay helpless as
newborn babies. .

The apostle Peter haq to write
words of corredtion o some carly ’
. Church brethren wio were bnns»
ing some of the old ways 'into
their new lives. He¢ encouraged .
thém to, '‘as newborn babes,
desire the pure milk of the word,
that you nfay grow thereby” (1.
Peter-2:2). Newborn, breast-fed
babies. don't argue: They absorb

as much as posyible hiungrily an
gratefully i\ .

Don’t Joss the ﬂliu love"
This is usually the way people:

arc when God first opens. their -
eyes to His truth. They cant
learn fnst cnoug‘h Wlth thelr

-~ kings and priests

“ble and teachable. We must,

voracious appatite, and guided by
the Holy Spitit, they quickly put
on spiritual weight.

But dfter u while, that appetite

» fulls off. Some of the wonder hay

gone out of the new knowledge,
and we start to bgcome casual.

Do you rem dr the first
time you did something you
shouldn't have done on the Sab-
bath, after you knew better? You.
expotted the roof to fall in. But it
didn’t. Nor did *fire- come down
from heaven when you chieated. a
bit on your tithes. And the earth
didn'v open up and swallow you
when you told a white lie. '

Like n teenagef, you find that
you can wander farther and far
ther from home without, getting
into difficulties. Maybe you start
once again to *do your own
thing.” The humble, “first-loye”
attitude fades. You. begin 10
resent correction - you feel you
" don't need to be told.

King Saul, the first king of
ancient Israel, is an _cxumplc of a
tragic slide into a wrong attitude.’
Though he was humble at first,
Saul eventually became so inde--
pendent that God rejected him
from bomg king. Whon Saul was
“little in his own eyes” (I Samug
15:17), he was afle to fill e
position. But whén he began }o
get verly sull ‘onfident and Fely
on l )n&clf fuod could no longer
use fjim.

. Thoté God&is )nﬁmng loolk
in tomiorT
world must Pearn from King
Saul's mistake. We gro learning
and developing a new way of life,
fand God wants us to remain hum-
in
order that we may grow up prop-s
erly and take our places in God's
Kingdom and government. ‘

During the st two degades
Satan's world has fed ¢ on a
steady dlet of* “doing ¢ur own
thing," * dcvglupin& ur ow.

potenmﬁ" hecamiig, our ow
. man (or woman)" u&]cnreffxlly

nurturing our self-csteem. To be
“little in our own eyes” is not the
way.of the world today.

But it must be the wyy of those
“God has called to. help .in the
world tomorrow

.

-
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FHRISTIAN CUSTOM

_@\ - .7 ORPAGAN "
.. PAGEANTRY?

“Wlll you be my valentme? T hat question -
. is asked by millions about'f\ns pom
~ time of year. Why?. Ia thereany religious
: ‘ szgmﬁeance‘ to Febr‘uary 14?"

"

By He\man L: Hoeh

S - . . ”
“here dih\St. Valen- they are forced to teach in today's |
tine's Day. come . schools. lfthcy were to speak out,

!
from? (mpmy would lose their jobs!

. Today, candy makers wnload”
“You might suppose, SChOOl' tons of heart-shaped red box@s for

I m;fte&:hem and_ cducators ‘would H—— St Valenting's"——————
know.. But do they? ' " .Day -~ while millions of the . ‘
. How mapp, of you were ever  younger set exchange vulcmmcs
“taught *the Tea¥ origin of Valen- . Florists consider February 14 o
. tine’s Day —. were ever told in  one of their besy: busmcsu days.
school exactly why you should ~ And young lovers pair_ off e ot
observe the custom of exchanging - least for a dance umwo — at
“valentines? . &, . Valentine's balls.
Teachers are all too often silent Why? Whete ‘did these cus
"about the origin of the customs ' toms Gngmale? How did we .

E_epmmy 19&5’ 1
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~choice of

* teenagers

~That's the ad

come to inherit these customs?
Isn't it time we examined why we
encourage our children to cele-
brate St. Valentine's Day?

" A’Christian custom?

Many have assumed' that, the
traditional Vulentine's Duy.gele-

brations are all in connection with |

an carly Christian martyr by the |
name of Valentine.

Nothing coujd be further from )

the truth!

Notice: what one encyclopédia.
says about this ideai “St. Vajen-
tine's Day us'a lovers® festival, the
a valentinge and the
moglern development of sending,
valentine cards has no relatipn to
the sdint-or to any ‘incident An his

~life” CEncyclopaedia Britannica,

urm}c “Valentine, Saintty.,
“Did you know that centuries

 before The birth of Jesus, the

ary 15 and the gvening of [Felry-
ary 14 as an idululruu; ardd Sen-

pagan Romians celebrated Pobru-
B
I

suous festival in honor of one

* culled Lupercus, the “hunter of .

wolves™ T . :

1‘hcnRUII ns called the festival
the “I. up«.rcuhu " The custom of
exchanging valentines und all the
other traditions in “honor’ of

. Lupercusy, the deified héro-hunter
.of Rome, was also linked ancient-

ly with the pagan practice of
‘‘going steady.” "kt
usually led to fornication.

Toduy,- the” custorm of ~going
tsteady iv thedght very modern
and advanced. It isn't: [t-is. mere-
ly a rebirth of ah old custom
“handed dowy from the Roman
festival of the -Lupercalia, cele-
brated in the month of February,

- when names' of young women

were put iiito a box z\pﬁ/ drawn
out by men as chance directed.”
ission of the Ency-
clopedia An ricana, article “St..
Valentine's Day.”

',_feust of St

When%tnamty bécame a

%

‘of the\Roman Empire, there Was;ﬁ‘
dlscardmg the pagan Lupercalia. Y&
Romdn\s wouldn t hear of it! So 1t was agre

Valentine” (a icle
“Greeting Card”).

When Constantine in A.D. 313

madg Christianity an oﬂicmf reli-
‘gmn%&@l;knman Empire, {hcrg-
was sometalk jn church gircles of
discarding this pagan’ free-for- -al].
But the Roian citizens wouldn't
hear of it! So it was agreed |that -
-the holiday would continue g& it
wus, except for the more grdssly
sensual observances.

It was not until the reigd of
Pope Gelasius that' the holiday
became a “Christian™ cpstom.
“As far back-as 496, Pope la-
siuschanged Lupercalia on

ofu Lupcréu‘;. thc hunter of
wolves? - '
Why havé ' we suppospd these
pagan customs, in honor of a false
'god are Chiristian? -

Who, was the original
"8t Valentine'? ‘

Valentine was a common
Roman name- Roman parents
often gave the name to theif chil-
dren in honor of the fatou’ man
who was first called Valentine in .
‘antiquity. That famous man was
Lupercus, the hunter.

“But. who was Lupercus — and

- why should he have also borne the:

I nr[zncycta'paadia Britarnica

» also points out that the custom of -

‘exchanging valentines arose from
this “name drawing” during the
Lupercalia.” The “custom was
introduced to *England by the
Romans and 'continued through
the Chrigtian eral In order. to
adapt the practice 1o Chnstmmly ‘

_the church tiansferced nt to’ the’

12+ rnee\oomnews . )

PR

fuary 15 to St Valentine s\b iy
on February 14" (Lavinia D l%l?
Customs and Holidays foynd
the Worid, p.

But how did this phgan fe wal
acquire the name of *“*St. Valer-.
tine's Day"? And why do little

“»children and young peoplc stlll.

cul out hearts ahd send them fo .
“sweethearts” on a day,in honor

,namL

Valentine among the heas
then Ropans? .

-The Romans idersitified® Luper-
\cus with the Greek god Pan
\(Smith’s Dictionary of Greek -
\g;dvRmean Biography and

ylhalogy Vol. 1, article * ‘Luﬂj

rcus”). Pan was an Arcadian
.-8pd of light. As such he was -

uwelcnt to the Phoemcnan sun- '
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, god Baal. Baal — mentioned’ sd
often in the Hebrew Bible — was
a title of Nimrod, “the mighty
, hunter” (Genems 10:9).
N The Persian author Rashid al--
Din, in his History of the Franks,
mentions that Nimrod extended
" 4 his . hunting expeditions even to
Italy. The Apennine mountains of
Jdtaly also bore the name the
Mauntains of Nembrod or Moun-
( tains of Nimfod. ’
The hunter Nimrod pursued
wolves in the Apenning mouh-
tains of ltaly and acquired the’
tit Mpercus. or “wolf hunter.”,
V:ﬂi?tl‘tmc s Day was ongmzyHy a
day set aside by the pagan
] i Romuns in his honor!
/ E *But why should Nimrod have.
' been called. Valentine by the

with festivities honoring Nimrod
.— the Valentine of the heathen.
in this way pagan Romans were
inflgenced to ‘‘embrace’;
church while’ still continuing
~thel¥ pagan customs.

Why Fobruary 147

But _.why should the ecarly
Romars have chosen February 15
and the evening of February 14 to
honor Lupcrcus — the Nimrod of
the Bible? (Remember that days
in ancient times began at sunset

. the evening before.) v

Nimrod ¢ - the Baal or sun-god
of the ancient pagans — was said
to have been born at the winter
solstice. In‘the 21st century B.C,,

January 6 Semiramis I, who
¢ Romans? And why should the - ruled as queen in that century,
. celebration of this day have been  ordered Nimrod‘s birthday to be
anciently limited to the city of -,
Rome dbefore Pope Gelasius’
time? What part did the site of
. ancient Rome play in the life of

Professmg Christian:

~ Nimrod?’
& . Valentine® comes -from the
“ Ik Latin word Valentinus, a proper -~ -

name derived from the.word val-
-eMy, meaning “‘to be strong,
f, powerful, mighty.” Any connec-

- tion with-Nimrod?
We read in the Bible thap Nim-

d was ‘‘the mighty hlunter” celcbralcd ‘Oh the day we
"{Genesis 10:9). It was a cdmmon designate January 6. ——
provcrbofanucnl time thay Nim- The Eastérn -
rod was “the mighty hunte O;thodox
hefore the Lord.” Nimrod was “thurches still

their gro — their strong man — com mcmo-"
their viientine! . © rate this par-

- But—w] d‘o~w ssociate —ticuta *dﬁy——
' ' hearts wnb a>day set aside in0 but, ngW call it
. honor of Nimrod — the Baal of by (he name
- the Phoenicians? Christmas instead. : ‘
"« The surprising®answer is that Later, as ‘the sblsuce .
. the ancient Romans acquired the ¢ changed, Juijus Caesar ordcred
. symbol of ‘the heart“from the ghe Roman world to 8elebrate this
Babylonians. Nimrod founded ' birth data.on the new date of the -
: ' Babel. Heapas the first lord of the  solstice — oh December 25 on his
Babylonians. ' rcformc.gg.mlendar This day was
- In the Chaldean tongue, spo-  called ) “Brumalia. Today it is
~ -Ken in Babylonia, the word for labeled® istmas.
**heart” was bal. The heart —- bal It was-the custom of* antnqulty'
— e beeme*b\ceausrefmmxlamyw»for the-mother-of-a-mate-child-to
.in' sound, a symbol ofNimrod —  present herself for purification on
? “:-  the Baal or Lotd of the ancient _ the 48ih day after the day of
' Babylonians! " birth. The fortieth day bffer Jan-

Later, professmg Christians in uary 6 — Nimrod's original
Constantine's day associated one ~ birthdate — takes us to February
of their martyrsgnamed Valentine 15, the celebration of which

¢ . . .

S ] e -

the .

februa which the Roman priests:

/

\

began on the evening of Fepruary
14 — the Lupercalia or St. Val-
entine’s Day.

On this day in February, Semi-

xdmis, the mother of Nimrod, was
said to”have been purified and to
have appeared for the first time in
public with her son as the. original
“mother and child.”

The Roman month February,
in fact; derives its name from the

used in the rites celebrated on the
upercalia. The- februa were
hongs frem the skins of sacrifi-
* cial ax}imdls used in rites of puri-
‘fication on the evening of Febru-
ary 14.
This, then, is the origin of Val«=

the winter' solstice occurred on cmmcs Day.

*“Why should we commuc teach-
ing children these pagan customs,
derivcd from angient and out-

Constantine’s da

associated a martyy named Valentine
with festlvxtles,honormg Nimrod. Thus pagan
Romans could “embrace” the church .
while still continuing their pagan customs.

dated pagan sex- and hero-wor-

ship? Why not teach them,
.instead, what hlstory anlk the -

Bible really say?”

" You need to know exactly what
the Bible does say about what
days- God's truepeople shquid
observe. For more information be 3
sure to reqiest our free booklet
Pagan Holidays — or God's
Holy Day.s — Which? You may ¢

. have a"copy by writing to our
address nearest you. 0O . .

,Febrbsry 1985 13
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Del, ghtful Literature -
~ of Childhood

- O

Our series of amcles on early educanon continies. 0
This issue, we focus on basic reading skills. ‘

] -
By Joan C. Bogdanchik

» t

1

- (

oes anything wen- theirstories. They are thus giving  room. It is importaiit that he has
thrall a small child - L%;eir oﬂ'splnng the beginning of 2~ some bc:!oks of his own to refer 1o
etime pleasure. over and over.
more than the ,S,ou d Soon they can fntroduce their | Parents will now notice tﬁal
\‘\' of his ‘parents™ voices? His .. child to the wonderful world of  their child will frequently cloose
parem§ are life to him, and  written literatuge as well, At first, - books as an activity’along with his _
their familiar voices” provadc " buy a picture bzk with few pages. toys, andf oft_cn_ in pycfercncc to
him with much contcntm,cnt The book may have nowordsat all,  them. This wx‘l! especially be so if
and security. ~- ‘ g:)_nu;t dfcw It $hould be cloth - parents regularly read to him.
) \_Vlse._ observant parents use %";nc‘::?ulgo::ﬁxll:ok at this hc ok Postry, too’ ‘
their voices generously around  ier and over. He will enjoy.. "Young children ghjoy nursery .
1h€‘f_ child. They speak to him touching it, tugging at it and may  ‘Songs and lullabies, and they con-
- fromi the earliest moments after  even thew it as he plays with it tinue to find leasure in these
| = ‘birth, and they caress him while  and turns its pages. Certain pages  forms of literatlire as they grow.

\

-.. doing so. They' explain what  will .elicit long viewing. He will  Even babies enjoy rhythm. But
. they're doing. They describe ~ begin to love this book. . even without music, there is

o T what is Wappening around “ifm,  Another book can—be added * “thythm'in poetny. : -
| ] They tell stories. .~ now. Others wifl follow over the Soon your-child will repeat the

‘ The first literary delight thar ~ months, gradually growing in size, - patterned” words. His body will
_your child will meet is his story~ - and words .on.each page. The move. to poems rhythmically. .
!eBler — you! child will begin to point out:  Poetry will become an important -

N _ ' “There’s a mommy. There’s a  part of his life. - *
. ‘daddy. That's a dog.” . It is nccessary to choose the
Slory time ‘ But only one book at a time  right poems, of course. With such '
Parents should tell many.sto- should be introduced. This helps.  a wide varicty available, it should .
ries — short .ones at first, then  instill appreciation and helps . be quite easy to select those right - l
E: gradually longer ones. The stories  ensure that each book - receives - for your child. b
can be about tHe baby, his par- . proper attention. The parent now ~ Visit your hbrarys children’s i
3 ents, his home. They can encom- ~ teaches him how to appreciate room and browse through the -
. - § o pass relatives.- The stories -will - books,-that they are-not to be put-— anthelogies and favorite- poems, §—— - g
g introduce the child to pcts and  intp +his mouth and . that they old and new. Sclect a wide vari- ; E
¥ " other gnimals. . “shouid be kept geparate from his - ety. Have bumorous ones on hand ¥
I " Dad and Mother should use  toys. They are little treasures that along with verses on. assorted!
B - wzll-modu!ated voices -and -point need spesial care. activities, seasons, gvents - -and 3 '
P % out the people and animals being You give your child part , Occupations: . LT
’ f told about. #Parents should often of a'shelf ik yous bookc;@se. or you Poetr ‘comams wgndcrfulg
Z show pactures to go along wa(h may bmld one for lnm in his own ' noises of a rainy day .— sinelis of ) :
H ' o : . ‘i& v - Febyuary 1685 15 -
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spring, summer, autumh -
sounds of trains, Mimals, ma-
chines. Read iively, lovely rhymes
to your child often. Many old
poems use very exact words. They
can tell a shiort story that pigHes
your child’s interest. Often a sur-
prise await»at the end.

The child makes discoveries.
His senses become sharper. Many
poems become part of a chiid for
yeags. Include a few poems at stq-
ry time. Practice feadmg them to
yourself first for interesting vocal
variations.

Your child will begin to have
favorites that he will ask for regu-
larly. The characters will be
greeted as old friends. Expect
that your child will start using
expressions found in books and
will blend them with expressions
he learns from you.

Stimulating interest

Sele¢t some fine children’s sto-
ries according ‘to your child's
intérest. You stimulate his inter-
est by dctivities you do with ‘him

~and. by places you take him, such

as the playground, the zoo or the
supermarket:. Experiences add
meaning to bbooks. They -enrich.
Waich your child's understanding
‘of vocabulary as you read.

But don’t think you must stick
to;simple, skeietdl constructions.
.Not at ail! You must whet your

child’s appetite for books, not duil...
rit. Watch his response wien you .
- read. Children draw diﬂ'crcni val-

ues from books.

“In relating bi bhec rauvcs'

" to your.child, exiend ms vocabu-

lary by addmg more detail to the
story each time you tell it Name

some plants that could have been. »
in_the Garden of Eden and find .

them in the parks. Explain what a
flood is and what it does. Take
hlm to a river or lake, or the sea.

Thrill to the excitement of seeing ‘

a rainbow. -

Children’s first experiences
with stories and. pittures need
much discussion and observation,

- everr long-after-the story is told or

read. Parents must keep aware of
where their child is mentally.
Fathers need to pay special

note, as so much of a child’s men-.- -

tal growth takes place during the

hours Daddy is at work. There-
. fore, many of his child’s actions

18 The GOOD NEWS

. long lists of words,

and attempts at communication
may seem peculiar. But Father
must work on understanding.
This ‘takes time, and a father
must be prepared to take the time
— and give the time. .

Parents in the early years get
to almost know their child’s
thoughts. This is a delightful
privilege, and serious responsibili-

' ty, of parenthood.

Allow your child to help select
his books at the bookstore: Here
is an opportunity to bring in other
qualities you have been working
on at home. Your ¢hild will, for
instance, have t6 €ome with clean
hands in order to touch those
beautiful books. He'll have to
speak to the salesperson to
explain what he'is looking for.

Read regularly

Set aside a regular time for
reading each day. This time is so

special — how a child looks for-
ward fo if! But you will also find ~

it effective to sit and read a story
to your child after morning’s

. work, on hot afternoons and on

rainy days. _

- Let your child choose his
favorite stqry before you intro-
duce anything new. Children love
the familiar. Let him think about
what is, taking place, about the
words and story sequence,

As you pore over the pages,
you are doing .a vital service to

your child. You would be stag-
gered at its implications and ram-
. ifications. You are giving him the
. first steps of effective reading —
* steps thgt can help his reasoning

and critical thinking.

“You' mjay have Jthought that )

you should drill ygqur child on:
‘make read-
ing a formal, 'serious chore. This
is not so. You wiil only add siress
to his life and stifle his enthu?
siasm in the process, often with-

+ out' realizing it! . -

No, nstead talk; show (usmg

“gncyclopedias to add to your own

knowledge), read, -play garies
with ‘words  and “help your chiid
enjoy participating. Combin&~
real-life experiences witly what he
learns - from books. Thls is sd
effective in the early years.
- There may
¢ reading, err”your listener
mes restless and tries to turn

* .
P «
M L) / )

- him how
-, and gen

times, whije you

Y ‘

the pages to the end to speed up
the process! When this happens,
consider: Have you sclected a

wrong time or a wrong book?’

-Perhaps you should save your
reading for another tifne. If this
occurs frequently, theggh, be
pure to analyze the entire situa-
tion carefully. Something clse
may be the matter.

For, rightly done, your chiid
and you will look forward to story
time as one of the most enjoyable

_-parts of the day. He will cherish

it, as children are fascinated by
the world of books. And, when

books are rightly presented, chil-

dren will often choose books over
television.

Television, properly used) of
course, can lead to.further read-
ing. Ideas presented in education-
al programs can interest your
child to want to find‘out more
through books.

But remember that not all

7
i

b
i

£

b

books are received with equal e

relish. Know your child and his
thoughts.

asintain closeness

Before he enters school, be
sure you have trained your child
to differentiate between fact and
fantasy. Through books a child
will be transported to both reality
-and myth, and he needs to know,
.for example, the difference
between the cuddly animals of his

. illustrations and the real ones at

the zoo and park. :

Definitely, he needs to know
‘God’s standards from the_ false.
He will need to learn to discern,

both in rcadmg matergial and in .
Prepare your -

life expcnences _
child to Ni}fe,problems and teach

humility, not to freeze
in fear as some do, to respond
as a superior know{f{au :

The early rclationship between
-parents and child, and the exam-
' ple parents set. arc vital. Can

your child choose: right from.
‘wrong, and do the right,“because
of what'you hadve taught him and
what he has seen_you do?

Keep up and €xpand the emo-

‘tional and intellectual closeness
with your child, and foster. his-

react with confidence”

«d

educatier by using the carefully .

selected, delightful hlerawre of
childhood. «© :

. F
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Where and when did the
custom of observing Lént get
s}artod? _ .
“ Believe it or not, Lent was
ofiserved 4,000 years ago! The
apostle Paul commanded the gen-

‘tile-born Christians to cease

observing it! .

Many Nave supposed Lent is
taught in the Bible. But they have
not looked into the Bible to -see
what the Bible really says.

The Lenten season is a period -
of 40 days’ penitence and abstis
“‘Ash-

nence, beginning on
Wednesday.” The word Lent
comes from the old English word

- Lencten, referring to the spring of

the year. The Lenten ctlebration
was originally associated with the
spring of the year, but today it
begins in the winter.

How did this confusion origi-
nate? Here is the answer: “As

- Iong as the perfection of the

primitive church [the inspired
ew Testamen{ Church] re-
maiged inviolable,” wrote Cassian
in t th X&ntury, “there was
Observance T Lent; but when
‘men began to decline from the

+ .apostolical fervor of devotion

N AN

‘n

.then the pri¢sts in gencral.

qgreed to recall them from secu-
lar cares by a canonical indiction
of fasting” (Antiquities of the
Christian Church, Book 21,

' chapter 1). .

Fasting, or abstinence from
" certain foods/ was imposed after.
the days of the apostles by the.
amhoruy of the priests. It did not
originste, wnh‘lChnst It entered
th Chnsuamly of .the Roman

' w‘ﬂd in t'h; second century, at

AN

" . or of this. fg.lse bemg Forty days

the “same tghe that Easter did.
Lent's always
pagan Easler \

- Lent is mentioged in lhc Old

s gssociated with the

precedmg !he feast of Tammuz g

usually celebrated in June, the,

- pagans held their Lenten season.

Ezckiel ~describes it vividly in
Ezekiel 8:13-14:

“He” — God — “sajd‘.to me,
‘Turn again, and you wijl sce

* greatér abominations.’” "‘Notice

that God calls what the prophet
Ezekiel is about to sge an abomi-
nation. And what does Ezekiel
see? “And to my gismay, women
were sitting there weeping for
Tammuz.” i )

They- wept for Tammuz, the
false messiah of the pagans. That
weeping preceded the pagan festi-
val in honor of the supposed res-
urrection of Tammuz. Fasting
was joined with weeping for a
period of 40 days before the feéti-
val in honor of Tammuz.

The period of weeping. and
scmifasting fell during spring-
time. That is why the word Lent

’teans “'spring.” Lent is a conlin’
uation of the pagan. springtime
custom of abstaining.from certain
foods just “before ceicbrating a
fake resurrection. And God calis
Lent an abomination. .

- ‘That is why Jesus Christ and
tlic_t,ruc New Testament Church
mever observed it.
Christians 1o observe any of these

. pagan days or scasons (Gaia!lam :

4:9-10).
Surely. some will 8y, the
people today are sincere — but 50

were the pagans! They -dida't’

know- better. Observe what -the
great God says He vnll do t6
those who refuse to repént of this
abomination: - . v

“Is it-a trivial lhmg .10 com-
mit the abominations whnch they
- commit here? .
“also will act. in fury My eye will

not spare nor.will I have pity; and -

Tslamcm Lent seems 40 have . though they cry in My ears witha

been an. mdusgengpbl& pnﬂmmary
to, the greht
commemoration of th
resurregtion of Tan the -
pagan Babylonian m mh ‘The
month of June was namedjin hon-

eath and

~ loud voice’ -
rfestival in - -pray to God — *

will not hear
“them™ (Ezekiel 847-18).

‘But what if
.are ansient pa festivals Isn't
it still all right, if we use them to
honoz n.lesus Christ? . That’s the

e shall not worshj

Paul forbade,

- Therefore.,1

—.of course they

tér and Lenmt -

way peo le’ reason today. Let God
answer that question.
God warned His people not to

. follow these customs of the hea-

then: “Fake heed . .. that you do
not inquire after thcnr gods, saying,
‘How did these nations serve their
gods? I also will de likewise.” You
the -Lord your
“God in that way; for every gbomi-
nation to the Lord which He hates
they” have done to their gods”
{Deuteronomy 12:30-31).

It doesn’t matter what we
think, but it does matter what

" God thinks. He calls these pagan

Easter and Lenteh customs aboin-
inations. No wonder thé apostles
did not teach the early Church to
observe these traditions.

"« Is it any wonder (ﬁat Jeremiah

was inspired to write: “*Learn not
the way of the heathen..*. . for the
customs of the pcople arc vain”
Jeremiah
Veision)?

J Jesus left us an example of

what we. ought to do — and that

For merc.information, write for-
our free bpokiet The Plain Truth
Aboui Easter. .

{ have heard that J.tuu‘

Christ, between the ages of

12 and 30, was in a foreign
nation. Where doas the Bible
say He lived during thooo

_years? .

Jesus' home was in Nazareth

until age 30. After Jesus' birth'in ™
. .Bethiehem “(Matthe
- scph brou@n his family 10 Nazar-

2:1),; Jo-.

cth so that Jesus would -be called
a Nazarene — a resident of
Nazareth (verse 73). If Jesuf had
pent most of His childhood years

ay from Nazarecth, He would
not most likely have been known
as a Nazarene.

“In Luke 4:16 we rcad *So He

{Jesus] came to Nazareth, where .
"He had been brought wup.’

* This

scripture coyld not say He was

brought up in Nazareth if He had
lived there only untii-the age of
12, and had spent the sext 18
years somewhere else. O

1 0:2_-3. Authorized

“example is not- Easter or Lent! -

g
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Better and better
Trark you fog the inspiring articles in
- the Good News magazine each month.
Many readers have stated that they get
. beiter and better each month, and I
agree. I look forward with great anticips-
*  tion each month for mine.
Trank you for !_e\edir.g your flock with
solid food instead of mitk
I pray for your health and yell-being
every day, Mr. Armstrong. asfl amastill
behind you and the werk completely and
always will be. A
. Lena Shaw
“Falls City, Neb.

Received their first issue

B L ! just received my first issue of The

i Good News today. 1 can't tell you how I

{ felt. when | started reading it, because it
is indeed speaking in a. dificrent lan-
guage! Now | feel that 1 can really pro-
gress in my faith, my hopes, my
dreams.

Al my life 1 have known there wm
»something very important that peopic
didn’t understand.

The subject was always so precious, 1
dreaded having it ‘twisted or made light
of, so dreaming and hoping was inner-

: ® most, and studying always my favome

' -~ subject at heart.

: > Thank you again for sending me The
Good News.

- N Norma Conlin
s os " Syracuse, N.Y.

. 1 want tc say thank you for my first
- . issuc of The Good News. It is very edu-
+ « cational and uplifting for me and many

wondcrful magazine along with The

Plain Truth. _
Nina Taylor
Hono}ulu. Hawaii
' “Prove All Things” N

I- have been a nfember of God's

) is the first time I have writien to you.

o { just want to thank you for the. tre-
C mendous opportumly to have a part in
od’s work. [ want t thank you as wel
r Youth 85 and the new feature, “Prove

. years old, but being singlec and from a
broken home (fmy parents were divorced
. . when | was 6 and | was reared by my
e father), 1 .get a lot of benefit from the
information containcd in Yourk 85. The
! “Prove All-Things” feature gives me a

I : : handy chain reference to put in my Bible -

- others I know who arc also receiving this

. has experienced the death of a loved one

Church for almost three years now, This

All Things,” in The Gaod News. | am 30 .

Love?”

to sharpcn n and be m!ly “rﬁdy 10 give
an answer.’

Aga:n, thank you for the work you are
doing and for making it possible 0 be
part of G:ﬁ s plan now. May God mmm-
ue to be with )ou ~

Youth 85 is a monthly, full-color
magazine published by the Worldwide
Church of God for youths aged 1210 19.
Youth 85 addresses young people from
all walks of life in all parls of tke world
and offers kelpful personal advice as
well as articles on family relations,
Jriendships. hobbies, careers, agventure
and life in differens countries. If you
would like [or your children to receive
“Youth 85, o7 if you would like 1o receive
it yourself, just write to our address .
nearest you. A list of our addresses is on
the inside front cover Gf t1hiy magazine.

Bible reterences
In rcading The Good News 1 appre-
ciate articles referring to Bible passages
without quoting them, but mercly show-
ing the intent or application of the refer-
ences. This arouses my cunoemy 10 ‘the
point that just have to 160k them Upe
This makes me fecl that | am working at,
obtaining my spiritual food rather
being spoon-fed 25 a baby.
Thomas Premo
Raleigh, N.C.

'me; ] bv‘d one . 7,

T would like to comment on the griiclc
“When 2 Loved One Dies,” in the Octo-
ber-November issue, wrillen by "Arthur
O. Suckling. He describes so well the
stages onc goes through. Omy one who

truly knows the cffects, undersiands and
can be helpful 1o others..

Laecently lost my husband of 45 years'
and the emotional effects are just as Mr.
Suckling describes. It is even harde. ~fc:t
an older person because one canndt

- active so as io keep occupied dnd help

overcome grief. -
I am sure maost of us wonder why tt

" 80 through such trials. Perhaps one rea-

son s to, be helpful 10 othe

— and
ceriainly ‘Mr. Suckling is
article.

. this

Bessic Pappas
Miami, Fla

Church brethren set fine example
 The article “Are"You Expressing True
by Jack R. Elhote [June-July]. »

which stated. “Pecple need*o sec a Smile :

and receive a cheery greeting that some-
0w conveys interest 'n their welfare,
w‘lh a mi!mgness %o stop and help when

ssary,” was clearly demonstrated to

us axd our neighbors when we, recently

moved to Loveland, Colo.

A few minutes after our arrival with a
load of household goods, several cars
drove up, brethren from the Worldwide
Church of God got out, introduced them-

Loveland and.1y a few minutes had

selves, euendcgéa hearty welcome to

“unloaded our belongings for us

The neighbors were absolutely as-
tounded! The minute the men drove away
they came to inquire: “Who were those

men? thrc did they comie from? Are

they fam:ly They had never seen the
like before and were really impressed
with this kind gestyre.

Words are not adequate to express our

“thanks to the eight men who helped us

unload, and 10 the three families from
Colorado Springs, Colo.. who assistéd us
when we loaded up.

Indocd, as the article statod “This
godlms age goodwill difficult. but
it is still vnam happiness_” Thanks to
our brethren.

. Mr and Mrs. Lee Thomas

~ Loveland, Colo.

Friend h.l%w copy

“Thank you very much for sending me
another Good News. | really cojoyed the
last one and I'm sure this’ copy will be
just s interesting The reason | haven't

started reading it yet is because I'd have

to wrest it from my friend.
Joanne Sollint
© . Opotiki, New Zealand

‘ Agrees with istters

Congratulations! You got me to writg
my first letter ‘to any publication ih my

life. Qre point'strikes me as.d write this~

As I read the letters from different sub-
scribers of Tke Plain Tru(h or The Good
News praising your articles for what they
say and how they benefit their-lives in
relationship to God. | must admit this:
After | ggad cach letter, } find myself
ggrecmg with the writer completely. say-
ing, “That's fight, Hariiet,”" “Same with
me.La Verna” “That *tbc way | used to

- feel, t00, Jeflrey.”

Clmne&s to God by Hls Spml must

cause these common reactions. There ¢ can

be no other explanation. I know —

“That's fight, Frank.™ e
..+ Frank Dais

Green Bay, Wis.
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"comes naturally”

. transgressions of G

- salvation procgss in

: . dlsohcdncncc toward God to obedlen
Acoépcrauon wub me‘ .

i)oY()u Understand

Real Repel‘ltancep

What does it mean to repcm‘? Is real repen-
tance just an emotional feeling? Is it merely
being remorseful over past mistakes?

There is actually much more to godly repen-
tance than most people realize. Let's examine
the Bible to learn and understand God's defini-
tion of real repentance.

1. -How is sin. defined in the B&blc" I John
3:4. Has cvery human being sinned? Romans
$:12. What is the penalty of sin? Romans’ 6 21,

Sin is “lawlessness” — the transgression of
God's law of love. Since all who ever lived have *
sinned (with the exception of Jesus Christ), all
have thercfore earned the penalty of sin. That
penaity is eternal death — complete c&ssauon of
life forever.

All who have not repented of their sins are on
spiritual “death row,” awaiting execution of a

- justly deserved capital punishment. That eternal

penalty was carned by simply “doing what -
— sinning.

2. Has God, in His great mercy and love for
‘humanity, provided a way by which- we can
avoid paying that ultimate penalty? John 3:16,.
Romans 5:8-10. '

. 3. How can we have our sins blotied out by
Jesus Christ’s sacrifice — be fgbgiven of our
5w, and he delivered
from the penaity o cternal death? Acts 2 38,
3:19.

.Acts 2:38 summ,

izes the lmlwl stepsTof the'
st one verse. And Rhe farst
word of that¥erucial ¢ is repeni. “Unless
you jrepent yowawill all likewise pegish,™ said
Jesus (Luke 13:3; 5) So rcpcmancc is a vital
step, to;alvauon

But what is rea! repentance in God's sight; as

“revealed in His inspired Word? Whae ‘exactly P

does it mvolve — what mast we do

repent? -
< The Hebrew and Greck. words fz

£

{ - repent and repgniance are transiated/ mean to

turn, to changc direction. True re ntapce: is -
ace froms
, love and

’

. and hearifelt experience? Joel 2:12-13.-

\;/ porary cmouonal experience or a human
ling of remorse. True repentance - the
resuit of *“‘godly sorrow™ (II Corinthians 7:10)
— involves a permanent change in oul thoughts
and deeds and natures.

But what,’ exactly, do we repent of? )

Sin! 5

4. Is it the law of God to which sinners are to
turn? Ezekiel 18:21-22.

To repent of sin, then, simply mearis¥tb zwp‘!
sinning and begin submitting to and obeying
God's law of love.

As wc lcarned in last momhs mnmsmdy,
God’s law shows the way to peace, happiness
and joy. It is God’s greatest gift to humanity,
given to teach humans how to be happy, to lead

. into the full, abupdant life, both in this-life and

for all eternity.

The multitude of worsening evils humanity

suffers from today are not caused by the law of
God, but by the breaking of it! g
8. Should true repentance be a deep, moving

God will not ‘accept those whose “repen-

tana. ",is merely an outward 'show, where there
real change of attitude.

tice what God says: “Turn to me with all

your heart, with fasting’, with weeping, and with

) mnuming S¢ rend your heart, and not your

garments.”
8. Is real repemancc ciearly toward God?
Acts 20:21.
Sin is

) $ 10 be so humbled and broken up “at
thc oug of having rebelled against the.liv-
-ing, holy —.50 abhorrent of the ﬁeccnfub

ness, vanity and selfishness of our natures (ﬁer
migh 17:9, Romans 8:7) — what with 4 f

SOTTOW Wwe turn to God for therey and give- -
ness. We'begin to obey God's law — we begin

Some have lhoughl that rcpcmancc is merely
a matier of, grasping God's truth intellectually,
or some part of it,-and being good enough to
embrace and accept it. ‘But that is jpot- repen-
tance. That is self- ngh&eousness — %in (isaiah

against God lhe Falhcr He is the
: iawgwcr whose porfect law we have broken. To

:ﬂonvmﬂgmu |

| 1w live the way God wanis mstcadpf the way we e
. wgnl s




1 633,

-

64:6, Luke 18:9- 14) —_ somethmg eise to repen“ﬁ
of. -

All of us must ultimately come o see God as .
Jéb did, and to see Gurselves as God does (Job
42:5-6).

By studying God’s Word, wé begin to under-
stand that we all fall far short of the glory of
God (Romans 3:23), and desperately need His
forgiveness and help.

But how is it possible for a human 1o come to
that kind of repentance? How can one start to
¢hange from self-centered love to God-love and
begin skowing love toward God agd one’s neigh-
bor as directed by God’s law? %

The answer is that true repentance must -
come f{rom Gsf)d!;r

7. Does God's goodness and mercy lead one
1o repentance? Romans 2:4. And is God patient
and loving in leading o a(mz to rcpcnlanoc" Same
verse.

8. Is it God.who grants repenlam:c" ll Tior

" othy 2:25. Acts 11:18!

8. Did Jesus plainly say that no one can come
to Him unless the Fatherfims*him" John 6:44,
6S. ‘

In iight of lhc above scriptures, we see-that
our call te real repentance comes frotn God
who puts within us thc desire to come to .

Christ.

10. Dogs rcal repentance. involve to!a]

- unconditional surrender to God. putting Him
.ahead of and above-all else? Mauhcw 10:37,
-Luke 14:26.

“Hate™ in Luke 14:26 means to love less by
cpmparison, as the parallel account in Matthew
10:37 shows. Jesus is actually talking about giv-

_1ng one’s life completciy to God. No omcr pcr-
. SOM Or COnCesn is as. lmponam :
| But surrendering to God s nbi a maucr of -
giving up gverything good, -as so wany’ have -

faisely bchevcd -Repentance -is positive. Not™

only does one escape the eternal penalty of sin,
. but God's way leads to, mnumcrabie blessings in
this life. -

Kepcmanm cmphancally does not mean we
must give up jhe use or appreciation of materjal’
things. God wanls us to prosper and be in good
health (T John 2). What.God is intcrested in is
the attitude we have toward naterial things —
whether we seek first, as our highest priority,’
His Kingdom dlid His rnghwousne&s (Matthew’

“od wants us ‘1o give up only those lhmgs
that are bad for ws — that hurt s spnmuaﬂy
and physically.
. make possible the nght use of God's material -
* creation thrdugh the guidance of Has Iaws and

- His Spirnt.

" 11. Ancient King David is a chief, example of -
. one who deeply repented of his sins Did David

chemance and conversion |.

admit that he was g\m ty of commm'rg sins?
Psaim 51:9. Did he further admit that his heart
(attitude and motivation) had not been right
with God? Verse 10.

12. Did David thoroughiy abhor his sin?
Verses 2- 3. Did ke cast himself upon Geds
mercy? Verse 1.

David did not fhinimize tus sin. He dxd not
afternpt to justify it. He did not try to explain it
away. Nor did he blame it on others. Rather, he
was aghast at what he had done and simply
pms:rasted himseif before God and implored
God’s mercy and forgiveness.

David confessed what he had done — con-
fessed, actually, what he was - and asked God
to cleanse him spiritually (Psalm $1:2, 7). This
is the same attitude we should have when we
répent of our own sins.

13. How can you know if you are truly rcpcn~
tant before God? Matthew 3:8. What kind of
attitude is God !ookmg for" Ismah 66:2, last .
part.

God’s eyes are upon those who aze of a meek
and contrite spirit — those who trembie before
His Word. God recognizes a repentant attitude,
a brokeh spmt a humble secking for forgiveness~
and mer He will truly honor all who turn
from decds and motivations that Hus Word
defines as sin.

Have you given up walkmg contrary to God

-and surrendered yourself compietely to Him?

Have you sized yourself up by means of the Ten
Commandments, as magnified by the entirety of
God’s Word, and seen where you fall short? Are
you wiiling to keep all of God's commandments
from now on?

That is the kind of repentance God will
accept -~ that is the, way you musfepent.

Real repentance requ)r& a permanent rlmnge

" of direction, It is a tetal commitment- 1@ a

“wourse from —Much lhere is no wurning back It is
‘not a temporaty, ‘spontancous emotional

-’ response so prevalent today in rclagmus revival

mectings. You have learned that it is something
much deeper and vastly more profound! , -
“Have you rcak!y repented? D ot

o ' ENROLL IN'FREE
@ ible wwa’ "BIBLE COURSE
. L Jau b The short sty you've
I - pust compicied s a samipbe:
) ) ) of the sthady metdod used 1.
10 each muontbly lesson K

of e CYE-OPEnIng s
“Ambaseadiy College B:ixle
Currgppndene Course
You cab enrod] 1n this free
cuurg by sning to the
Gouvd Yews office aearest
you Sec iosde fromt Gover
for addresses .
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Little Glits of Greatness

GCC

¥o.your-old duugh-

. tor, with lhmhihg oyos und a

buoyant grin. '

Grass'! you may bo think.
ing. v dugphtor bocame
oxcited ahout graus?

Well, not exactly. You wae, she
‘wM not e tlmllv X ltml nhnul lh('

gmuﬂ.’l)m l)y wlmt “she
* intended to do with it,

* But to understand lhm.
wd must back up u bit
butk to the two weeks st
" symmer when my, fnmily .
and 1 were able to share u
fare but meniorable viua- -
tion, In »the mountains of .

', bewutiful Wyoming, w0,
. Through a child’s eyes .. ,

. We live in the cily most of the
enr. And yot just any Lily,‘b\!t :

oy Vegas, Nevada' Now, Las*
Vegus is well known for jet-set
fambling action an

umu}' exuluimml my.

wr-studded -
nightciubs brintming “With big- .-

N

ith ity beau-
mountains. '.

doors o] Wymnlng,
tiful porks, lakes nne
And prass!
And not just grass, but unother

cuinmodity even more rare in

downtown Lav Vegas  p cows, -
Now, I've soen lots of cows, and
80 has my daughtor. But usually
thoy were fur off in u field, only
Lo Im looked nt from a distance.
. 50 when we cumped
n fow nights at a ranch
in Wyoming, my
duughter just couldn't
puss up-the change to
tee, pet and k' to the ,
Cour pepned-up oattle
o Just w few yards. from
our campsite. -And
when she discovered
that they would, no-
tually eat gruss
aut of her
hands if "she
- pulled it from
" the ground and
guv e it to
© them, she be-

came ecstutic '

« with delight.

L. And so did
Iy from
wuuhlng her

und seeing the

tter g o witluwhleh she
fttendid’ to-the tagk of feeding
he .luzy, ‘cud-chewing bovines,
‘or litorally hougs. slie -would.
keuttlé back and forth' from’the
gluss pprch to the pen, passing
‘handfuls of munchy. gmnu to their

.[waiting, mouths.

name gm.crmuu;m “But_it's not.

exuctly
“rural living ‘or the springboard of
the back-to- nuturc movement, So
when we wanted a ‘vacation angd
change of scenery, we went up
north to lhe brnmhmking out-

kngwn a8 the home of .

8ubtie joys - L

..:—..*»-.«‘L_.J E —

ﬁ,—tiifm,,_< —’, B v e e m

. from hor that duy. 'The lesson is
that our children have wonderful’
traits of love, concern, curlosity
or alfection that too often get
ovorlogked by, parents intont upon
rouring future doctors, luwyers,
proaldonts and fient lndios. N
‘-‘ That iy, we wro quick to weo
‘great und impressive talonts like
intellect or musionl ubility in dur
kids, "but we ofton ,overlook the

simple, moro mundane qualitios

" that composo the core of persop-

ality or charncter. 'Theso are quak

" dties liko ourlosity, shoring with a

friend or the affection and exvite-
ment of a child for un animal,

+ And yet, It Is these subtie trivity”

(1 coll them the “ljitle gilts of -
greatness') that compose the con-

- teal-Ules {n the mosnio of @ child’s

churacter, and that at times con

give a parent the greatest pleasure
with the least effort.

After all, to see n child’s out-
smndlug fnusic ability-or*fijhtetic

prowess requires encourngfg the
ohild, pgaising him and paying for
‘lessons, while to enjoy the pleas-
ant little personality quirks of our

.i' L olfspring _requires only obn@rvn-

. tion und- appreciation.

Come 1o think of it, learning to
npplcdmu the little gifts of grent-
ness.in our children makés us pur-

ents take the thne 1o look, think, »

llstcn. share nnd uppmdme )
CoeCertainly, for i parent, to id-
mire the subitly

spring s getitle Klar

a refreshing. chyige from- the
~you'd-better-be-gpod and- per-
"fornportelse attitudes we some-

. times full fntg. Afller nll,Ahnnhﬂ-

I

| Now there was nothing cupé-

-clally unusual about those ‘caitler
e at least not ty me. But:my

|
|

daughter certainly foupd them to
be objects of grest delight. And 1
titust adipit that I lemned . a lesson

ity of u Paront (o find in his. uh\ld
the same ibtrinsic worth that
,child cair find ih u cow is impor-
umt indecd. . .
1t 8. Piuht up there with
grass. . Bt

!
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~owillto do,

PERSONAL,

I{¢ umiuurd /rum page 2 ’)

God bocauto Josus taught that
wb munst five by WVHRY WORD OF
Gon.

T'he natural, unconverted mind
_onnnot fully and rightly unoii-
STAND the Scriptures of Godd. The
nutuluitimn of this xNOWLEIDUGY,
in itsoll, 48 a proceduro requirinu
M. It s the pours of this

Word, not hearers only, who shall .

be saved.

But cag any man npo, imnu:u!l-»"’i

T;ze trly converted C’hrtstian stumbles

ately iund all nt once, this new way
he now learns about? Can any
man,.all at onde, break all habits
he now soes are wrong? No, he
finds he has a fight aguinst
aequired former hablts.,

He stil] hos this I'UI b of huqmn
nature to aqvercome. This natuve
. nclaw working within him. The
apostle Paul calls it the law of sin
und death.

Paul was (onvvrlcd Baul was g
feal Ghristian. He had- repented,
accepltod Josus Christ -and fe-
ceived the Holy Spirit, With his.
MIND, ho wantod with al ‘his
"heart, und in real, intpuse sinceri-
Ly, to DO God's WAY! Bt did
l‘uu;dd it perfectly? Let him tell.,
'‘LasTuN! '

“For we know that the' law is
. spiritughé he wrote, “but [ “im
~carnal; sold under s, For \xlml 1
;. any dulng. I'do not . undégytand.
- For_what 1 will o do,. llxul {du

ot practice; but what 1 bate, that
v Ldo....now, it is no longer |

_ who-do ll. but sinithat Is in
me” (Komims 7:14. 173

.

will find that he ofton stumbles,
under temptation, and falls down
evon us u physical child learn.

ing to wulk often fulls down. But

the your-old child doos not get

" discournged and give up. Ho gets

up and starts out hunln,
Ty TRULY CONVERTED

ClsTiaN 18 NOT YET COM-

PLETELY PERFECT! ,
Gobp LOOKS ON 'i‘li!‘,'
HEART - tho inner MoTIVY -

- the real imvnll If he is trying - -

ll he gots up whenovor he lnllu

power and strength from God to
SOV HRCOMBE! .
‘T'hin is the way of the true :
2 Christinn!

It is the way of i constant nas-
TLE -+ u triving ngainst SN —
scoking God In edrnest, heart-
rending prayer for holp and spiri-
tual POWUR o overcome.

They are constantly dAINING
GROUND. They are ~constantly
GROWING In Gog's KNOWLEDGE,
from the Dible, They wre con-
staiitly roolinu out wrong huhi!u.'

under temptation, dnd falls down,
But he does. not get dz.s‘couraged and give,
up. He gets up and starts aut again. .

down. nnd ln rcpgnumuo naks
- God's forglveness and sets out to
"do his very best NOT TO MAKE
THAT MISTAKE AUAIN — gifdh to
persevere with renewed offurt und
enorgy and determination to.
OVERCOME .

ing to overcome. '
Speuking to CONVERTED *

Curistians, the apostle John

~writes: ““These things [ write to *

you, that you may not sin’ And A

anyone sins [evei though he
ought not|, we have an Advocate

- with the Fuather; Jesus Chirist the

righteous, And He Himself is the
© propitintion for oK sims" (1 John

s2:1-2).

Yes, for the uhm of u,pnvartcd

He s speaking of humun - Christians. Such people uiten are

nature withln him. He continues:,
CFor to will is. present with e,
buy how 1o perform what is good. ,
I do not fin

i will fot to ‘do, that | pracs
tice. ... O wretched mon that |

. 24),
Then he t.hmks God -~ that
Gop wiL — through Josus

Chirist, and by the power of ‘His -
HoLy Seiat. Bur IT IAKLS.

TIME!I

_ The truly converted Chriutiuu
a2 maooo NEWS :

For the good that 1 -
%o not du; but the evik

" done.

under héavier temptation than -

before conversion. ‘They are
STRIVING ugainst, sin — STMIVING
t0 vvercome. But they. are not yet
-periect. Sometimes they: are
.cuught off guard. They" mny
m.luully sin,

ol Who " will- delivet -me - t‘mm——:——:rhen they " Wakk-yp, as it
. this body ur demhl" (verscs 18- were, und realize what they have

“They are

They. uumml
filled with remorse — truly sorry
for what they have done — dis.

+ gusted with. themselves and their”
actions.

They go to God" in
humili(ytund repentungce and oy

’om roa ‘HELP — for mora

< God'is rich In mer-
cy toward that person ih his steive

driving themuelvcu lnw RIGHT
hubits, They are constyntly grow-
'Ing oloser o God thruuu(n Bible
study und prayer."I'liey ure gon-
stantly growing in CHARACTER,
toward porlection, even though
not yet perfeet. :
Along with the apostle Pnul

they say: “Not that I have ulu.udy .

attalned, of. wm already pepfected;
but I press on .. . Brethien, | do
not coynt myncu to have appre-
hended: but ofie thing I dv, rorv

© OBEHING thote things' which are

‘beliind and reaching forward
those thingy which are shead, 1

PRESY TOWARD THE GOAJ BOR -

THE PRIZL OF THE UBWARD CALL
or Glob 1IN CHust JEsus" (Phi-

lipplans . J:12714)M
But. sontcune mity ask, what if )
‘one's life Is cut off; and he dies
‘before he hos attulned this perfec:
tion? Is he saved, or -lost? The -
answer 18’ that we shall never
' :)i?éuln absolute perfection in this
1 suid, eatlipr, that pcrmm

\'vho is converted -does receive the
Holy Spirit wt o definite tine . .
all ar once! Not the full measure. ™
. Jeaus Christ had — he is not at
once full grown spiritqally -
only a oplrnuul babe in Jesus
Christ, Yot he is then a changed, -
.. converted person - changed. tne

mind:in auttuds, n the direction e




he hus set himsell 1o strive to
travel.

Even though he has not yet
rcached perfection
though ho may have stumbled
undor tompiation, und taken u
spiritual full - as long as, in his
mind and heart, he is curnestly
striving o travel Gop's wav, 0
avercomo amd grow spiritually -
us long ws God’s Spirit is in him

- s long us he is being led by
the Spirit of God, e is @ begotten
ey o Gon. 1, unywhere
wlong this fife's journey, thut life
is cut short, ended, such a person
will be resurrected.

4t 18 only the one who deliber-
ately QUs and Givies up - who

CREIECTS God und (-ml'n way, uid-

" rejects Jesus Chrint us his Suvior
-~ who turns #ROM this direcwon
< of Gon's way, (n his mind and
heart ¢
“who deliberately and intentionally
in his mind TuRNy FROM Jesus
~Christ, who is lost.
If, once having been converted,
having received, God's Spirit and
CoorasrEn of the joys ol Gob's way,

© miwked the DHCIMION, pot under
| Sea, strestoof temptation, but deliber-
mely and finplly, NOT to go God's
Wway, then God suys itis 1IMPOSSI-

Bk toronew such u one (o repon-

“of fhat decision. But if he wiLy-
C oLy fmade i, not in a tipe of
2 temptution, but ¢slmly, deliber-
. tély, willfully, then he just WiLi
NOT gver tepent of it
But unyone whae rEAKS he may
. have’ uommiucd the *‘unpardon-
_uble sin” i perhaps worried
_about i, and soves he has ot
- committed it, and still waNTs 0
.. have God’s pulvnlwn - nw such
“ has commitied it - such u one
 MAY. rejrent, und gu right on 16
salvation 1I¥ ut wants ro!
<1 you have stumbled und fallen
“down, DON'I' BE DISCOURAGED!

' mn{c He would have, fo RuPENT

oven

in his inner (NPENTE -2

4

‘one d?hcn\tcly rojects that way,

True

Gospel
(( muimml Srom page 5)

peoples of the eurth. It meuns
belicving in “Hlin iw personul SAv-
1oi, ns High Priest now nnd K
coming Kinu.

But to repent is to completely
CIMNGE THE MIND 0 respect to
i, und “sin is the’ lmnugrcsuiun
of tho Law” (I Jolin 3:4, AV)
the law of Gop by which (md
nuLes the, I\mgdom(

It means o total,, complete
CHANGE OF MIND AND 0F LIFE. 1t
menns we RUPUNT of transgress-

- ing the ryle, tho will, the luws, of
“Giop, Whst did Jesus say to the
young muan who asked Him now
to inherit cterkul life?. He sald,
“Iv you want o enter into lil‘e.
KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS'

{Matihew 19:17).

He wont on to show that He

rofersed to the Tun Commany-

- LAW, suhuning up, in principle,
the wiut k duty Illl\ vy of righ-
steous living. ‘z :

W way OF LIFE,
contrary W humpn natyre and to
the ways und cfstoms of this
world!

It is the busic spiritual law and
way of lite of
Gon - the way to peuce of
mind, o world peage, to huppi-
ness, prosperity and Joy - the
WAY 1o e!emul life. -

Klugdum ot Go
be preached T¢ DAV '

Yes, JusUy proclaimed and

| tuught the Gosput. op 1 King-
T-0om or Gon. Byt did He ‘com-

mind His ministers, 'in sUILDING
“His Crunen, to prcm.h this same .
(iuspcl*‘? Quichly let us notice the
Scriptures. :

Luke 9:1-2: “Then He culled

~and . .. He sent them to PREACH

nenr to you,

MENTS, CGod's great SPIRRIUAL

and o way

the KiNnubpoM oF

, TODAY!?

His twelve diuuplcs lugcther'

’

“The KINGDOM.OE GOD huy come

In Jesus' prayer, so commonly
culled the “Lord's Prayey,” He
prayed, “YOUR KINGDOM COME™

-then it wasn't here yet, and it
isn't here yet, today —— but e
taught us to pray for it to coms,
for His KinGbom and that aLopi

" shall bring ruacy and iAPFINGSS

to this sin-sick, war-weary corth!
“Your kingdom comiu. Younr
WILL Bt DONE on carth us it in
heaven” (Mutthew 6:10). The
FATHER'S WILL.

What Gospel “did the cxlrly
evangelists prnmh. in first send-
ing out the VAFTIE ONCE DELIV-
srup? How did the eurly Church °
“curry out the commission? -

Notice PinLip preaching uf
Sumaria! Acts B:12. "HBut when
they putikvin Philip as he
preached the things concerning’
THE KINUDOM OF Gop and the
nathe of Jesus Christ, both men
and women were baptized.” i!’hih
ip preached the things concerning
TuE Kinubpom or Gobs :

Paul? Acts 20:28, 21: ynvc
gone preaching 1w xinubém ok
Gap . . . testifying 'to Jews, und
also to (ncckq repentunce toward
God and FAITN toward  our l.urd
Jesus Christ.” .

And notice, the Gospel  Paul
preached to GENTILLY, dfter he,
had turned completely away from .
the Jews. Acts. 28:30-31: *“Then
. Paul dwell two whole yeurs in his
“own reited house, and fecgved
all who cume to him, pren:bing
THE KINGDOM OF GO and teach-
ing the things which concern the
Lord Jesus Cheist.”

And, lastiy, WiAT Goseat. did
Jesus suay should be preached

Matthew 24:14, speaking of
the pRESENT:, “Ahd this uowuL
- THE xmuuow will -
prem.hed in ALY THE WORLD as a
-witness” - as a wWITNESS — “to

Get up apd press on shicad!

1f you see i Chiistiun do sosme-
thipg wrong, DON"T SIT IN JUDG-
MENT AND CONDEMN - that's:

- God's business to judge, not .

yours! Let's hive compmmidn and

. merey - we don't knuw the inner
V-hearts of others - only Gon
. Hoes! ©

CTHL KINHI!UM o Gon.”

things the Lord appointed sev-
enty others also, and sent~them
«two by, two belore His face into
every city and place where He

He said to them. *. .. heal the sivk

| who are there, and pay to, them,

Luke 10:1-2, 9: “After these

Himself was about to go. Then

ALL illiJ NAlmm. and Then The
#ND will come” — the end of this
AGE. ’

That is the true Gmpcl pro-

. claimed in The Good News of the

" World Tomaorrow'— prochaimed
on the World Tamorrow. broad-

" cast on the air worldwide — “IN

ALL T!jﬂ WORLD.” w
Fobmdvv 10&6 -]




oLl e
I G

A LR
e N L i

’an

Témple - -

(Continued frum page H)

areacwere plundered, looted *and’
set ablaze. The glory of Solo-
mon's Temiple was over. 1t had
stood more than 350 yeirs. .

e

Pormiulon to rolum

The Jewish u:plivlty \in Baby-
lon had been prophcmd to last
Wbout 70 yewrs. -

In 539 B.C., the mlghty Per-

'"/ry/uzaﬁ»‘w

- ‘froms those of the
The~ Pergians perm tted captive:

\\\‘ l "
no

abylonitns,

peoples to live in thdir homelunds

and worship according to their-

ancient traditions. Previously de-
ported peoples werg allowed to
return to the ardas from which
they had been taken. -By “§38
B.C.,

mpire to return to thelr country
nd begin rebuilding, Settlers

began to straggle back to Jerusas

lem. Among them was a descen-

sian army under the command of £ dant of King Jehoinchin named

i Cyrus besicged Babylon. One
. pight as the Babylonians drank
and- reveled, Cyrus yuietly di-
verted the river !:uphruu.s into

#sZerubbabel. He was to beconie
governor and play angimportant

role in the reconstruction of Jery- °

sulem and a new Temple.

Cyrus issued a decree per- .
\mining Juwish  subjects of his
¢

Templs history iy u complicatod mosaic
of rise and dectine, gloty and violonce -
and vital prophatic significance!

Tabermucles) wiis observed on the
Temple Mount. )
It is important to note that a
Temple was not at this timoe con-
sidered necessary for a sacrificial -
altar or for relipioys services.

Then Zerubbabel bepan build-
ing a Templo. Just as Solomon had
done, It hired quality craltsmen
and ordered building ‘?ug\ of -
cedar. Lovites were given respon-
sibilities at the project. Songs and -
religious ceremonies rocalled the
days of p,lmy of the tirst lunplc

But the joys were short-lived,
-Because of many problems in the
region, the work stopped.

CAfter more than a decadey
work bcgun and endgd at irregu-
lur intervals. By 515 B.C'., the
miin edifice of u Templé wus
comploted and dedjeated.: This
second Temple was similar in size
to the one Solomon built, but
nowhere nopg- the maghificent
structure” destroyed *by Nebu-
chadnezzar. Because -of - prophe-
cies uttered by Daniel,  Ezckiel,

» Hagpai and Zechariah,« muny~
- begun to look for the Messianic
kingdom. to be set up, and this
second Temple seemdd to play an
important  role, However, the.

., years pussed und the glory of the .

Temple ay depicted by Ezekiel
(see Ezekiel 40-48) wus not real-
lzed. And there was nc sign of lhc
Messiah.
In truth,. Ezekiel was not
- prophiesying about this time "of
reconstruction at all, but foresaw -
the Temple that would be built
 after the coming of the Mcgsiah
— not belore.
Then, 'in tho days of Ezrauagd *
Nehemiah, religious laxity tnd
, imtermartiage with local pwplcs
-set -the stage®for a revival in
Judea. In the land of Persig, a
“devout Jew named Nehemiah lad .

irrigation chanuels, marched his
army up the dry riverbed and in
the carly morning hours swarmed
into the city, tuking it in a fow
“hours. : \
Porsia becaime hc doming
cmpire of the wdr
*the captive Jewish peuplcs But

Persian. policics werg different

I

. 24" The GOOD NEWS

L.
inhemi:& -

fLepwbbabel and Joshua, the
h priest, cleared the rubble off
the Temple Mount. The first
order J&business was to erect an
altar and reinstitute animal sacri-
“fives. This was dohe and the Fes- *

A Echmd Temple

hi

tival of buqcothv (the- Feast of

+ .

™

becn apppiited to u high oflice in
- the Persidn ‘government. Upon

hearing reports from Jerusalem

of the sad state of affairs there, he

obtained pérmission to lead  an

expedition to Jerusalem and cum-

plete the rebuilding prodss now
*long delayed. O

(To be continued)
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" chilling

Combining meditation with Bible study can |
help make God's Word a more useful tool in your life.

L}

‘he ‘most powerful:
B - weapon of all in the -
Cliristian™ arsenal,

is the Bible! God’s Word',
¢éntains more power than
all the nuclepr weapons in
. the world!
Look'at the mighty c?pubili-
ties of this suprem \pon:
“The word of God is living and

wpowerful, and sharper than any
two-edued sword, piercing even

to the divjsion of soul and spirit, -

and of jofnts and marrow [bone-

of the thoughts ugid intents of the
heart [pinpuint accuracy]” (He-

brews 4:12). . -

Pbwar, o cutting edge and

geeuracy, - everything ygu need. .
P L]

to win. .

But arc you using this super
-sword cffectively toysurmount
your spiritualybattles?' Are you
studying more but ‘ovérqoming
less? :

o Yﬁ%’hgc! to learn . how to use
ﬁhc Bible more effectively — how

weapon .

to wicld this powcrfu\ i
miofe ‘potently in your life Read.
this articlg and male the power of
-GuQ's W'or;! part of youg, very

wer], und is a discerner

"o By Ear b, Williame

Heing. You con actually
Word of God on your mind!

“The purpose ot.Bible stydy

Why do 'you study the 'Bible
anyway? To feel spiritual? Be-
cause you huve he rﬁ you're sdp-
posed to? . [’i\ : e

" Lep’s ekamine the right reasons

to studly the Bible.
to study so “that the o

may be domplets, thordughly .

equipped for every good stork?
(I1 Timothy 3:17). '

Biple study should arm and

equip you with the principles of '
Gad's Word. These principles,
uctively working in your mind,
imbue you with'the power 19 suc.
cessfully live God's way of life,
And the” methpd of Bible study
we'll ‘ésumii‘é' quips your mind
like. nd other l‘urn' of Bible
study. T L

S0 just what is this method? It
uctually combines meditation and'
Bible at;ﬂl)y in onje pgwerful Bpiri-
tual wydpon., We might call it

o \
write the :

L I’i,’] :

“imgdistudy” — it pucks an awe-
some one-two' punch guaranteed
to help you knock sin out.

°, 8piritual digestion

Hible study is the uct of cifre-
fully und curnestly reading, re-
reading and .compuring. pussuges
in the inspired Word of Ged. But
how do we comprehend what we

read? God's Holy Spirit guides us ,

in understunding (John 14:26).
. Sitting down'to study the Bible
18 like eating o meal. The apostic

Paul, in Fiebrews 5:12-14, com-

pared God’'s Word to milk and -

meat. Jesus Christ said. that

- | “<

God's Word is the meat that pro- -

duees cternal life (John 6:63).

* But itis notcnough jugt l(»cut'."d
ogs the food in, -

Eating only

For ‘the food [0 give us lasfing
strdngth, bec digested.
Muny.of us'h y eat -— skim
or.push througl our- Bible stydy

]
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needed clement: meditation. Spir-
‘itual meditation is detailed con-
centtation on a Bible principle

~and ity application to our lives,
When you immediately meditate
“after studying the iblc. you
allow the ucids und enzymes of
Goal's Spirit to digest und ussimi-
lute the meat of God's Word.
Puul expluined thé powers of
Guod's Spirit this way: *“For'the
Spirit' searches ull things, yes, the
deep things of God” (1 (,ormv
thiung 2:10). |

Through meditation, thc prin-
ciples of God’s Word bdcome 8

part of you. This is why David
wis ul‘lc to say, "1 have more
understanding than all my teachs
ey, for Your testimonics are my
meditation” (Psalm 119:99), o

The powerful weapon of God's
Word wnll nat just be bcl%}%‘lhc
covers of your Bible,Nbut
implanted in your mind.
promises, 1 will put My law in
their minds, and write it on their
hearts; and 1 will be their God,
and they shuil be My ppople”’ (Je-
reminh 3}:33). Your part in-this
miraculous process is Blblc study -,

< and meditation. '

Now let’s look at three ways in
which 1o “medistudy.” Notice Il
Timothy 3:16: “Wll Suripturc is

-gwen by inspirutiop of God, ‘and

is profitable for Noctrine® for:
' ropf, for corrdgtion, for
imtrumiun in righteoubness.”

S bn-this-verse Paul-delined-three -

- mpjor areay relating to -Bible
study and mcditution: doctrine,
reproof und cotrection (these two
are similar) and ‘instruction in.
rightoousness (Christian living
principles). L’ ] exumlne each of
these areus. .

Doelrlno

+What is doc.lrmc? The word
doctrine m a belief or teuch-
ing. A man>ofice asked me if |

e doctrines of the Worldwide

hurq!f of God. To his surprise, 1.
" handed him the Bible. et
' Yes, the Bible contains gll the
tcachings of aimighty God and of .
the Church of God. You nced a
thorough*understanding  of the
' dourinal truths of God.

' 'Satan wrrupti and onslaves the

23 ‘. '!5;

iod .

v ~
minds of billions with his false

doctrines (Revelation 12:9).
Through doctrinal study and
meditation, the truth will become
purt of you. The truth will bregk
the chuins of error and free you
from deception (Juhn 17:17).
Since the truth is the apposite

of error, it is logical to use'a com- |
parison-contrast techaique in .

your doctrinal study.. First choose
a doctrine — for oxumple, the
goul. The lie about the soul is one
of the biggest Sutan has told.

Think about overything your
church, family and society have
taught you about the soul. Write
down your pust concepts, sueh as
the idea that the soul is immostal
or that the soul und body separate
at deaih, and the soul goes to
heaven, hell or some other pluco
Bring all these false ideus out into
the light. .

Next, stady God's Word on the
soul, Get out your concd e

and BiUle(hclpa Lovk up all of
the scripfures on the soul and:

write them down. Yoy will find *
scriptures proving thygw'the soul is |

mortal (Genesis 2:7). You will
see that the soul dies (Fzekiel
18:4, 20). You will learn that the
dead soul" doesn't kngw anylhing

* — that there is no gonsciousness

in death (hulesnw’us 9:5).
Then umlru&t the truth you
“have just studigd. with the error of

your former belicly ubout the
-souh lhehn'f:)rtﬂl sv:eHrthcrpers
son, whereds Safan’s lie would
huv:(y’!)‘u believe that the soul is
imiffortal and is captive inside the

‘,body. struggling to be free. The

mortal soul dies ot death; it-does

~nul waft off somewhere to its’
““sternal reward.”

Contrasting ideas through
meditation tends to solidify the

truth and wash the error l'rom‘

- your mind. When your hands are

dirty, you put them under water .
h‘?dmiﬂharcontmnc&al} of — and—rulrthcﬂfmiMrﬁnrimﬁth—

er. Through -this gcomrasting

-action the dirt is. washed ‘away

and your hands ar¢ cleaned. In
the same way, contrasting truth

. with error washes away the error

from your mind *“with the wash-
ing of water by the word" (Ephe-
sians 5:26). :

Y Now, imprcu the truth !bout ;

. sofmeone wronged

b \l"""}

the soul deep into your mind by
‘comparing truth with truth. Med-
itate on the do&lrme of the soul
by wmpurmg to other doctrinal
truths, “‘comparing spiritual
lhizgu with splrmlu{' (I Corin-
thidns 2:13).

Think about how the truth
about the soul supports the truth
about the resurrection of the dead
(Joltn 5:28-29). That éternal life
is God's gift to humanity, nQt -
somothing we already have (Ro-
mans 6:23), mpakos sense only in
light of the fact that the sovul is
mortal. How can God mercifully
destroy the wicked (Malachi 4:1,
3) instewd of burnipg them forev-

v er, us Sutun’s falsehood uboult hell
stites, unless the soul is mortal?

‘The facets of God's truth Jit

with each other likg pieces of a
puzzle, together forming one
beuuulul picture. “The clesier you'
jsee the whole picture the deeper
ithe truth will be engraved in your
mind. Combining meditation
lwlth Bible study will equip your
ind with duulrinul truth,

Correction :

Paul also said that bu’lpturu v;
rofitable for: reproof und - wr .
gcslion (H" Timothy. 3:16).
‘eprove means (o muake right lhut '
hich is wroi “The"Word of
od conliids the power to
teprovg and coi'rcut ,You of your
mdst difficult probletns.
Being ¢redtures of  habit, - ,
ate prone to repeal the same aplr» .
itual mistakes again and dgain.
But, applying God's Word to, the
past and to the future unlocks the
jzlcu power. to- correct, relme
d improve our character.
[The past is the key to the
- future -— und the key to change.
89 think about and pruy sbout a
“problem in your life that needs to
corrccted .

Le\s tuke, for exgnple, re-

vepge, In the past; haps, when™
u, yoy tried
to get event But now you Know,
from lhc Bible, thpt getting
re enga yoursalf is wrong. o

Pl ply the sword of God's
(Hebrcws 4:12) to dcsnw-
oblcm Search for scrip-

tu es |like Romans 12:17-21,
ich uaya. “Ropay ' no onc cwl )
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will repay,’ says the Lord. *There- _.

fore if your enemy hungers, feed
him; if he thirsts, glve him a
drink.’ '

- Repent -of rcturmng- eyil for
cvnl Determine to stop taking
your. own vengeance and leave
judgment and retaliation to God.

Now meditute on the future. .

Picture a realistic situation that

tests your correction. See some-
one hurting you ré‘mislrcaling
you — your'emotions commg toa
boil. But instead of giving in to
your vengeful nature, see youruclf
asking God for strength to do
what s right. See yourself forgiv-
ing the offender. Watch yourself
doing good toward the one who

- Jhurt you. Feel the rage of ven-

geance turn to the peace of love.
By studying, you leatn the cor-

rect way 1o act. Through medita- -

tion, yob, in'a sefsc, experience

the correct.way to act. Now you -
. can say with David, “Your word 1 -

have hidden in my heart, that 1

" might not sin agginst You®

(Psalm 19:11).

Instruction

4

We not only nced to corrget

to-learn God¥ positive prmc:
that produce the fruits of.
teousness in our everyday ‘hves

our past wc4¥ csses, we also nccd

Ephesians 5:22-28 and Titus 2:4
teach husbands and wives to love
one another. The effect of love —
of giving — is a happy, sound
marriage.

Next, rtheditate on the direct
cause-and-cffect relationship be-
ween giving love and a happy

arriage. "

Deeply reflect on the effect of
giving to your mate. Picture in

\demzl specific acts of giving that .

‘will cause your mate tq be happy.
Sec yourself sacrificing your
'wants to satisfy his or her needs
and desires, giving the affection,
the flowers, the notes, the little
loving Bestures 6f mprriage that
mean so much.

Now, with your mind's eye,
watch the fruits — the effects —
of your efforts Blossom_before
you. Happiness and Joy burst out
all’ over your marriage. ‘Your
mind is now equipped to do the
things that will cause your mar-

. riage to be happier. 4

Through meditation on God's*
Bible instructions, you equip your-
mind with the principles of righ--

., teousness: ‘Applying these princi-.

God's Word and the Holy Spirit in
an interesting way. In analogy, he
says the sword belongs to the Spir-*
it, referring to “the sword of the
Spirit, which is the word of God”
(Ephesians 6:17).

The_Spirit  activates and de-
ploys the mighty sword of God’s
Word for our use. This super-

sgphlsncated spiritual guidance

system brings the sword out of
the silo of ‘the mind, where it was
put through meditation and
study.

Spcakmg of the Holy Spirit’s
deploynfent, Jesus said that the
Spirit wbuld *‘bring to your
remembrance all' things thati I
said to you™ (John 14:26). Jesus

" Christ speaks to us today through

thGhBIblG, \ /

Then the Holy ‘Spirit guides
the sword *to the target. Jesus
explained, ‘‘However, when it,

. the Spirit of truth has cpme, it

will guide you into all truth”

, - (John 16:13).

G “people understand that
- the Holy Spirit is not 8 person
but, contrary to populnr belief,
the power of God. For more

B

Tfhro,migh meditation on God’s Word, you

" equip your mind with the principles -

.

A e~

' R 4 e : . ¢
for evil. ... Do not avenge your-  tions on what causes happiness in  and using God’s Word. Paul
- selves . . .*Vengeance is Mine; I  marriage. Scriptures such as  described the relationship between »

Paul tells us that the Word of * ot
God it profitable for “msruction  ©OF Tighteousness. Applying these principles ©
in righteousness™ (II Ttmothy  will produce posmve fruits in your hfc ’
3:16). God’s laws and principles
— are rightcousness (Psalm : p—
. ' 119;172). They instruct'us in how  ples will produce the fruits of information, write for our free ;
to live the abundant life. . righteousness jn your life. article entitled *“Just What Is the i
" The Bible reveal# .the causes .- As we have seen, “medlstudy" " Holy Spirit?”) - ‘ -
that will. brmg fibout the happi- " arms and equips’ you with the =~ God has given you this 2
ness and joy we all want in.our = mighty sword of the Word of . powerful spiritual weapon — His o
" lives. Thercfore, a useful relation-  God. But what gives you the abil-  Word. Now you know. how to .
“ship to 'constder in instructional ity and power 1o usé this weapon?  *medistudy” — how to arm your- 5
“medistudy” is that of cause and  Is ‘it the power of your mind  self,with the Word, making it a Lo %
effect. Understanding the rela- alone? No! We do our part  part of your very being. Yoif have
, tionships between the causts'and  through .stydying and thinking  access to. the Holy Spirit to help . Dy
- effects of a situation helps us tre- reflsctively, but we must depend  you usc the Word in batile. But '}
mendo}:sly to learn and live the -on God. . - _ You must decide to put forth the SR
. Wi . ways of righteousness, e . cffort and time to study God’s ' . ' WS
First, think of one area of your " TH® Tinal factor Word and write it on yoir ‘mind |
life that needs xmprovmg, in/, God's Holy Spirit gives ug thé  through meditation. You must -
which you, need instruction” inj - pqwer to use His Word in spiri- use the sword of the Word to :
righteousness. ' What about youy tual battle. Without God's Spirit,  fight and win, :
marriage? Could it be happier?’ ,“medistudy” is in vain. The Holy It's up tg"you now. The sword
Study God’s*Word for instruc- _ prm is the key to understandmg is in your ds! ©
v e ‘ . '
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~ 'Whoand What
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‘PROVEALLTHINGS

Is God?

. 66 Evcryonj kpnows " His

namg#*observed one

wise man,\ speaking about

God, “but no or\ skems to
know Him!” |

True words, those. And

ifonic words, too. For in a

modern world packed with
Biblés of every translation and
description, and even having
the Word of God on comput,

millions have indeed
God’s name. But precious few

seem to know much about the

living ! :
What wy o .

But we need not — we must
not — temain in ignorance of this
absolutely foundational principle
of Christianity. We simply must
‘know who the real God is and

hat He is like. 7

The basic doctrine ,

‘The Bible clearly reveals Cod‘& '
nature, to-those who will listen
and believe. God is the etermal,

ard“l-..\triumyir te of the God-realm. _

.

" God is a trinity
. God that they admit is a “mys-

meaning He is in water or sand or

-the wind. Still others' think of

Him oniy as a force, a great
beginning power that has no-per-
sonality, form or shape. i . v
Even Christians argue among
thcmsc!\:‘c}f’tﬁﬂally, _though, in
Christianfcircles, believers think
a three-in-one

tery.” Fprther) they believe ‘that
this trinky. is \tlosed, that none
shall evey enter Xithin this sacred

Somk, cspcci 1y those who
and cducated, doa't believe God
exists at all, or if He did, that He
is now decad! .
Which, if any, of these ideas is

.

correct? .

The Bible teaching N
-Probably the place to bedin is
with God’s composition. We, of

" coutse, are human — that is,

mortal and made of the elements. -

~ It is mot_so with God, for Scrip-

ture plainly says that “God is- a
Spirit” (John- 4:24, *Authorized

as cosmopolitans -

: l_imited by the physical ‘laws " of
~nature to which hugans are

bound (John 3:5-8, Deuteronomy’

4:12). -
-“ But, although composed of
spirit like the angels, God is no} a
mere angel. No, He is in a class,
quite literally, by Himself: “To
you it was shown, that you might
know that the Lord Himself is
God; there is nome other besides
Him” (Deuteronomy 4:35).

_ And not only is God in a class.
_'by Himself, but He is higher in

rank than all other things, since
He is the Creator of all things,
and it. follows that the creator is
-above the creatiops

Notice this very point, made by,
the author of Hebrews: “He who

buiit the house has more honor -

than the house. For every house is
built by somconc, but He who
built all things is God™ (Hebrews
3:3-4). g . .
**" Yes, time . and again God con-
firmg He is the only God, and a

>

’

God above 'all else: “I am the -

Lord;-and. there is no other; there

Vis no-God besides<Me” (Isdiah

\

i

B _supreme Creator. He is one God, i ‘ 0
¥ but resent’ a Eamity of two  Version). ~° . 45:5). ) o
beings, tie Father and Son, who We know from other verses - . “I amn the Alpha'and the Oine-
: .afe alike as the loving, kind, mer-  that beings composed: of spirit, . ga, the First and the Last” (Rev-
‘ ciful rulers of all reality, dind who' including angels, for example, are elation 1:11). v
B have opened their Family to all - on'a higher level of exis!eznce than . And, bésides being a spirit, the
.t S those humans who will be saved. .we, and that-such “spirit is not- only God and above all else, we
. o find that "God is both eterna
: The usual teachings (having no beginning or ending)
. of this worid R and immortal (will live foréver).’
B Of course, the religionists - of Notice Deyteronomy 33:27,
2t this world would not quickly - where God is called “eternal,” or -
- [ . agree with thls definition. The Deuteroflomy 32:39-40: *Now
- | - ‘mon-Christian -world has images “see that I, even I, am He, and
| .of God — or of “‘gods” .— that. JEk there is no God besides Me; I kill
Bl cover virtually every passible (or, Syt .and 1 make alive; 1 wound and 1
R rather, impossible) conception. ' heal; 'nor- is there ‘any .who can
. . Some-view God 4s ad animal- dl deliver from My hand. For 1 lift ,
9 likefcreature, or as the sun, or like ' My hand to heaven, and say, ‘As 1
; an but with six arms. Others live foréver. . . T
1 nk God is *‘everywhere,” Of course, it .is natural for
N 1 _ _ g N 7 Ty
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s humans to want to see God or, if

' wé cannot, to at least knowswhat
« He looks. like.
at. least a mertal image of God,
* we cannot feel we know Him. Yet

..* «Scripture, contrary to the beliefs
of many, says plainly and poited- .

" ly, “No one has seen God at any
time” (John 1:18). .

Clearly, the prospect of seeing

God in the flesh is nonexistent.

But we are not left in darkness,

for the very one who said no one

. +has seen God, the apostic John,

"+ also said in the same \?crsc, “The -

Jionly begotten Son, who is in the
bosom of the Father. He [Jesus
Chrxst} has declared Him.”

One way Jegus declared. the
Father was through Jesus' very

~ .presence on carth as a visible per-

son.-In response to Philip’s

request that He “show us the-

saud “Have I been

, and yet you~.
¢, Philip? He
¢ hat segn the

~ Father,” Jes
.with " you .s0,
" have not, known
‘who “has escen

‘Father} so how can you ‘say, -

“Show us the. Fathcr"’" (John
14:8-9).

" . We know from this- verse and .

many others (such as Gcneils
1:27) that the Father resembles.
human form, a‘.hhough He (like
Jesus Christ; ptctured in Revela-
“tion 1:13-16) is glorified in flam-
ing brillianc?, with hair white as
snow, ‘‘cycs likoa flamg of fire,”

refined in a furnace,” and Hu

_ face Clike the sun shining in its
* . strength.”. - .
tharly, God is no rock or ﬁsh

no washed-out, - pale stone statue
dead on an.altar, without any life
-whatsocvcr except for moss clmg—

" ing to it through the centuries.
..:%‘ is like the sun, while retaining
¢ general features: found in
~humans. . :
Yet, such a powcrful br;lham

being would be but a terror tofus
*all if such a one were evil and
" wicked, a spiritual despot who"
wreaked havoc through’the uni-

verse and only made humans to -

nless we can sce

torment or to proyide entertain-
ment for His .own fiendish'
schemes. :

But our God is not such a God.
No, He. is-the very opposite of
that worrisome picture, so much
so, that Jdhn, unable to find
stronger wgrds to describe God’s
‘goodness, ‘says, merely, “God Is
love” (I John 4:8).

Love, then — and love is an
outgoing concern for others «—; is
God’s greatest single attribute,
His greatest quality. Yet, it is not

God’s only character quality, for,

as the Bible shows, He is also.full
of “joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfuiness,
gentleness, seif-control,”” the
fruits of His prnt (Galatiars
5:22-23).

And. cvcn that is not all, for it
would reqmre manysmore pages
than this magazine éan contain to -
" Quotegerse after verse describing
all Gl atiributes — God’s lov-
‘ing fofgiveness and “mercy, His
p_owi:r.‘ His zeal, His etecnal, posi-
tive, '
stoppable: grcatncss' .

Yes, oyr God is a good God,
filled only with desire todo good

immortal, ifnmutable, un-"

‘lHo
Suc ;
handled in.detail elsewhere, but
. suffice it to sgy that such a belief
chokes out the truth about the
God Family by ‘1) adding a third
person to the Godhead who: has
no assigned role as’Father or Son,
. and hence does not fit the Faraily
‘scheme (and thus dwcrts one's
understandmg from it) as re-
, vealed in th&B:ble. and 2) creates
the familiar closed trinity that so
many Clristians believe in.
Such a" belief contradicts the
greatest truth of God, that you

Ghost™”) being a . person:

and I can enter the God Family as

By Bernard W. Schnippert

a nonbiblical belief must be -

full members, on the God level = -

_ and thus very God ourselves,

under the authority of the Father
and Son. This incredible truth is

the plain teaching of God’s Word

(John 1:11, 12, II Corinthians
6:17, 18, Galatians 4:5-7, Romans
8:14-17, I Corinthians 15: 35-58,
" John 17:20-26). :

‘For more information on thm

- vital subject, request -our .free

reprint “Just What 1s the Holy

Spirit?".as well as our frée book- '
‘lets The Incredible Human

.Potential and Your Awesomie

,for us. Hé would never hurt us.” | Future — How Religion 'De-

No. He would die before-He hurt
you, and, in fact, He has, Read
about it in John 3:}6!

In ke face of such great news
about God, it’s Hard ‘to imagine

with* L?ectﬂfhkrﬁnc brmsw»if-—what—eo&l&beﬂ%tzmthcr —But—

“the best is yet to conie. And that
~“best” is thisc God is'a Family —
& Family you can enter-as a full
member and child! o
' The, fact that God is a anuly
- should not have eludod 80 many
T profassmg Christians for so iong.
. The Scnpturzb«hbouﬂd with ref-
erenices’ to: God .the ‘Father and
"God the Son. Yet most have dim-
- ply' chosen fo ignore the plain
‘meaning of these verses and

— fw*ctcma!“tmmortalm omnipotent—— ~instead—interpret %nch words as~

“merely symbolic.’
- A great block to understanding

that God is a Family is found in-

"the¢ «common misconceptions

aboul the Holy Spmt (misnamed .

— e

ceives You.

)

Kov verses el
Although ‘this i a large sub-

jeet, it bylps’ comprehenslon to -
fOchen—mcmonze, - *‘f**‘

remember,
few key verses. John 4<24 shows
God, is\a spirit- being. Isaiah 45:5
- ghows
. 1:18 reveals that no one has seen
_God, but that the Son Has
“declared Him. Révelation J:13-16
‘describes God's glorifi d. body

that shines with tremendous bril-

liance. And John 1:11-12 conveys

the astounding truth that'we caf™ -

enter the God Family.
Yes, this world knows God's

name, but does- not-—know Hinr; e (A
But those who will hear .and ’

belicve| the ' simple but exciting

truths that flood from His Word'

cankpow both His ame gnd who
and whm He ist O,

e is the only God, John' -

+ \
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B R OLetGodFlghtYour Battles' oo o
i I you're' tived of struggling with fear H!d'!m! “&B S
heart! God has promised. to- fight your battles. - e

1 B #There’s a Hidden Enemy
) mYourHome. P Ea
" He’s among’ your famn!y, causing ntnfe dai!y. But before

you can exile this enemy, you. must recogmze him,

R OHow to Better Watch World Events

- _ "Prophecy. is being fulfilled before our eyes in this age! o

‘.. . Here’s how to evaluate the news and news sources so that ~ _
o, S yoh ca‘n\better understand the ‘siguificance of world eventy. DR

OTum Your Guilt Into Growth,
- Gmlt — it dogs you like a lmge, ugly shadow, constantly

accusmg you and occupying your mind, But there’s a way
~ to turn guilt into a positive force in yonr hfe. S N

i - “#Rejoicein God’s Sabbath -

“The Sabbath. Was made for man; and’ m)t man for the

o © . Sabbath” (Mark 2:27). Chr;stxans are commanded fo. keep R ‘
e God’s Sabbath holy, and t artlcle explams llow to- do 80, a0
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