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Flght Your Battles! T

P

he world you live in

today is a very trou-
. bled world. You not
only have your own person-
al problems, but you also
suffer from the deliberate
OPPOSITION and ANTAGO-

NisM of the world around -

you

Jdt is timé you consndered
hgw to conquer
-— how to be

One lesson
not .yet |earnod

- First, understand this: If the
WORLD today is not_ happy — if
world conditiogs are in a.chaotic
state, if lives are empty and:pur-
poscless, if minds arc filled with

. gfears and worries, bodies wmcked_'
with sickness and disease —

THERE IS A REASON!

.Conditions are fxaclly nhal.

we make them!

‘Mortal HUMANS, gropirig in the
darkpess of confusion, have made
conditions what they are. Hu-
manity is. REAPING what it has

sowN! Oy ‘the direct and all-

powerful supernatural interven-
,tion of .aitMiGgATY GoD can
"‘dc!ivef ihis world from all its
troubles.. .-

‘What the world dount know
is that God will not cause ws
preseni ways of »rang hung to
bring any Auman uiopia. Rather,
GOD ALMIGHTY
HAVE TO SieP IN ajyb RULE

OVER THE wouﬂu -

-

WILL SOON

nngmg il

INTO THE WAYS of His just laws,
which alone can produce this
happy TOMORROW!

WE, 160, AS GOD’S PEOPLE,
HAVE_LESSONS TO LEARN. Even
though stubborn and rebellious
mankind brings upon the world
everr DARKER days i in the immedi-
ate future, REMEMBER — it’s
DARKEST just before bawN. Take
hope in the sURE knowledge thart
the new world of Gop's making
+- and RULING — is VERY near
today! L

But in the mc.mumc. ant

»

" about YOU and your pwn pnvale

life and problems?
Let us conmsider some of your
own private, personal TROUBLES.

Fknow that you have them!And 1 -

~ wanl 10" rell you something™— I
want to tell you GoOD news. YOu
are carrying a lot of worries and
fears and troubles that you don™t
need to-earry!. s

Life i simply flled . with pri-

vale, personal battles. We have to
battle fears” and worrsies. Bome-
times it scems we have o batgle

pEOPLE who appgafiyabe enemies |
— often it’s a hus and, a wife or -
a mother-in-law — and whether

you realize it or not, you ‘also
havevto battle YOURSELF!

It 15 like having 1o fight a host
of wxemies — all thesg TROU-
BLES, thesg mnutusu\-ces.

these adwerse (OnITIONS, these
TEMPTATIONS! Bul there is a way
you may FRek yoprsélf from these
trouties that confront yoy. There
is a Way LT You can be FREE
from fighging all of these enemies
‘except just ONE — yous own self

" HELP and XKNOWLEDGE and

POWER in doing that!
Here's where that help can be
found!

Josus Christ is the deliverer

- The eternal Creator-RULER of
the universe — the God who
gives you the very air you breathe
— sent His own-begotien SoON,

Jesus Christ, into this world more
'ilgn 14900 years ago o BRING

YOU THE WAY OF DELIVERANCE
from all your trials, your worries,
your problems.

Why, then, do some of you not.

LISTEN to the way He Laughl us?
And wHY do so many people
think of Him as a,dead Christ
hanging ‘on 3 cross? Gobp

" LALMIGHTY RAISED HiM FROM

— and you can receive a lot of

- RECTED. CHRIsT, A
"GIVEN .4LL«-POWI:‘R,\ HAS A
"PRESENT wMjssion TO PER-

“THE D}AD_!
« Jests Christ is ogr LIVING Sav-
ior and High Priebg,; just as-the

Creatar s a :iviING RULER oF |

ALL THE.LNIVERSE!

Do vou uuéuzt THAT JEsts.

CHRisT, THE LIVING, RESUR-
TO_WHOM Is

ForM? Do you reahize that His
prescnt mission is (O, FIGHT YOUR
BATTLES FOR YOU — (0 DELIVER
YOU — to FREE you from all your
fears, your TROLEAES and evem

. the c:rcumsmmres that beset

you?

) Thousands of you would come
- 10 me for help in your troubles if

1 had time to see and 1alk to you
— you'd cume with husband-and-

. wife troubles, funeral troubles —
. every kind of trouble Yes, you'd

come 10 me because }'m Aumag

.



— one you can Ssee- whose
voice you hear.

But because I'm oply human, I
_have not the abijity/ the strength
" nor the TIME to fender such a per-
. sonal rinistry to so many in dif-
i ferent parts of the world. .

: No® think this over carefully,
and ANSWER THis! WHY do you

— the LIVING Savior ‘:— is living
in” ALL POWER to fight them for
you?

He's REAL. He's DIVINE. WHY
do some of you go on worrying,
when HEe is right there in aLL
THE POWER OF THE DIVINE CRE-
ATOR to FREE you from all your
worries?

WHY? There is’one of two réa-
sons. Either you have not fully
kNowN of this great, all-encom-
passing DLVINE SQURCE OF

! POWER that Y&U can call on at

. . will — you have not REALIZED
what ALL-CONQUERING HELP you
can have — or else you have,

through lack of faith or neglect,
FAILED 10 CALL ON that supernat-
ural HELP in your times of need'
- CAN 1 open your eyes to see
that God 1s a God of LGVE — that
God in all His supreme power
wills above all things for you to
\. PROSPER and BE IN HEALTH and
to ﬁnd the ua) to the HAPPY,
.FULL, ‘ABUNDANT L1FE? That
Jesus Christ i1s a LIVING SAVIOR,
to whom you can go AT ALL TIMES
— a Savior 10 save you from your

s ries, adverse circumstances, trou-
bles, sicknesses and trials, as well
as to save you from elernal DEATH

_at the end?

‘ Naotice ¢ Scripture com-
- mandeés “Let us therefore come
boldly 10 the throne of gr.aue that
we muay obiain mepcy and find
grace 1o help in time of need”’
{Hebrews 4:16).

. God is intsrested
in your lite now . .

.

.

thing yuou cullect unly after you

oodie — iT 1S A PRACTICAL; COM-
MONSENSE, USEFUL saivation- that
starts in your everyday life miouT
HERE AND NOwW!

- been -suffering. What NEEDLESS
2

Trie GOOD NEWS -

fight 'your own battles, when HE -

‘circumstances, of worries, of sick-

-morc ternfying trouble than has

present everyday fearsand wor-.  Gop In PRAVER — you will have .

-vespecier of ‘persons. He will not
- will do as much for vou as for

-any person who ever lived. He -

3od’s salvation 1s NOT some-.

What needless paing some have

fears and worries you may have
been carrying, around. What
WONDERFUL TIMES — what HAP-
PINESS you may have cheated
your$elf out of, just because you.
have fot REALIZED apd taken

vantage .of the very PRESENT — one that woyld throw fright

and all-powerful HELP of your and terror info the stoutest

LIVING Savior! . heart. ni;
%cmal]y what is happening is The solution;this used will

thal you may have found yourself  solve YOUR problems — put an

’

END to your troubles. The same

God who heard and-delivered him

will hear -and deliver you — IF

=your will obey Him and trust
Hime.

- The fact that thm man was an

<" ancient king makes no differfence.

God is no respecter of persons —

He will do as-much for Y6u. God

faced with foes far more powerfur
than you. These foes may come in
forms of troubles, of unforescen

nessgs or even of other persons.
These foes NEED not make your
life unhappy.

Qid Testament illustration

Did you ever really think
through the Tull meaning of I
Corinthians 10:11--— that the
incidents in the lives of God’s
peopie of Old Testament times
were written into the Bible for
QUR LEARNING AND HELP?

1 want now 1o turn to the expe-
rience of a man who lived in that
time. This man found that, he
could ®EL ¥ on the dlmighty Gors.
This man wasy faced with a FAR"

as He was yesterday. o

. of the ancient Ringdom of JUDAH.
He was an ordinary huma{u mor-
tal, the same as you today.

God Intervenss for a man

The vast armies of Assyria
were marching westward and
southward Q& _invade Judah! The
Jews were greatly outnumbered.
They had no army or power o

ever beset yoy He found the

HAPPY SOLL¥E His experience  foe.

will show vou whal YOU can do They ~were MELPLESS. TRey

this very day? . . faced cCertgin defeat — just as
Once you UNDERSTANDY you  vOU may feei HELPLESS the

will have to learn to TAkE Gop
AT HIS WORD — TO CALL tPON

face of your troubles today.  «

toiask Goo for what you'need —
and you may have to learn how to
PRAY. i
Goo ATy will aclually
intersene in jour life and help
you and fight .vyour battles for
yau. Remembes, God is no

- habigs or resist sin 1n nathing
more than your OW.N power and
strength, you, too, will fird your-
self outnumbered. ov@fpowered
and doomed o defe;al" -

You musi.le: is ancient
king ®id, that Gop stands rmdy
and willing 10 fight your Batties
for you. ° .

Read "his gxpgncncc in Il
Chronicies 32, from the \ioffau
tramslation: . | —?

Rt was-after &hﬁs sfterall this
loyal service, that Sancherib king
of Assyria invaded Judah, besieg-
ing the fortified towns ind mean-
ing to seize them When Heze-

do more for one than another, He

will do as much for you — if you
obey Him and rely on Him — as
for any ancient kmg of Israel ot
Judah!

. -You may hp.vc a probiem %ha&
completely overwhelms you. You
may be at your wit's end — vou
may not know where 0 turn of
what to do! Is may be a family
problem, a personal problem, 8 . fommued on page 11}

. . e

is the SAME today and tomorrow -

This man was King Hezekiah

stand up against -sugh a powerful‘ .

If some of you try to solve your .
probiem - or overcome -your bad -

kigh saw that Sancherib had come™ -
determined to attack Jerusalém,
be and his nobles and his chicfs




here’s an enemy in
your home,  proba-
bly. You haven’t
seen this enemy. He's right

_in your family — he’s made -

you  all suffer — he’s
broken up many families,
caused untold suffering and

~ a world of unhappsncss

?

‘sight.

.But you never saw him.
He's kept hidden fmm your

It’s ,tugbvm; you Qp;n;d; your

. eyes and took a good look at him,

$0 you can recogrize him for the
vilain he 15,

The psuholeglsls caﬂl him
“emotional :mmaturity.’

But that's somcﬁmng many
people know nothing about. It's

. something “educated’ people talk

and write about,
understand - ]
What is emotional maturity?
ft is not something to be
learned aboutl by coliege  grad-
wates” It is something that ought
to be taught in the first gr. —

bui. seidom

and taughi to 4-, 6- and 8-Year:

olds in the home It the techni-
cal,art of putting into pmcuu the
Ten Commandments. It s the

red} secret 1o human happiness.

Bui it is jusi not laught! How,

By Herbert W Armstrong

after all, can parents teach t(éir « him. Humans must be raught to »

children, when they themselves
are emotionally immature? How
can teachers instill emotional
maturity in children when they
ave not grown ‘up emotionally
themsejves?

+ Yet here is the \reai secret of

ability to Jive the Ten Command-
ments Jt's the real secret to
-Christian living_and perfection.
It's the real distunguishing mark
of the truly educated person,
That it 5 not realized "and

instilied . in children. while they.

* are growing up — that i-isfol a
rcquxrcd basic course of trajning
Jin all culieges — is a terrible”
indictment against education,
religion, society.

One author defmes emotional -

maturity as dgvelepment from the

state of taking 1o the slate of giv- .

.ing Taking s the way of Satan,

v /. Giviag is.the way of God, and the

pringipic of His law Love is giv-
ling A fittie baby learns, general-

Ay, only how g0 1ake He will take .
his bumc his rattle, his 1oy, It

bts.)nn
toke

his hyman nature to
mans know  absciutely

NOTHING at birth But a babs :

' tesponds 1o Sutun's negative
rinfiuence, develops. a selfish
nature and begins to reach ot to
take whatever attracts of tempis

give. Giving is somecthing that
has 10 be LEARNED. But how
many begin teaching their babies
this principle — the very princi-
plé of God's jaw and of true
love? ~

T
What we overiocok

Let us define it further. All
human beings are- actuated by
their. emotions. ‘But do we ever
stop to ask and analyze what are
these emotions? .

An emotion is a strong j’eelmg
— a8 disturbance — & departure
from
rational thinking and acting — an

impuise toward an action that has
not been reasoned and approved

by the mind.

Amuong the emvtions are such
feelings or impulses as fear,
anger, disgust, grief, joy, surprise,
yearning.

And first cousin to emoticn are
our moods. An emotionally

immature person is usually one
who is moody and has never

learned 10 control his moods.
More and more | am impressed
that one. of the most _important
truths we humrmins overluok is that
buman beings are not” equipped
with instinct, Like dumb animals,

to guide us into jhe proper.

3

>
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..

the normal calm state of-

Hldden nemy e
inYour Home! |
Have we been overlooking ) .
. the very first Iessqn~in true Christian living?




‘ ~ course. Animals do not have the
i © mind power, knowledge. ability 10
reason and mentally direct their
s actions. God endowed them.
/ . instead, with instinct that guides
them aﬂong in the channel He

Y Y intended,

\ God enflowed man, in His own
image, with MiND. Man must arst
learn and acquire (::oufledae He
is endowed. also, with capacity 10

~  reasun from that knowiedge -- 10
think. o plan, 10 arryve at condlc-
stons. o make Gaod
intended man’s mind 10 direct his
aciions Butl man must Jeurn 1o do
this. he can never dcmc\e.
. ()w)(; 3 PLRPOSE IN ’)JdLAﬂg Y O
this carih untsl he doces
The development I
CHARACTER s the purpose of
humen iile And characier s abil-
My 1o oyme o nght kaowsedgs’
1 ©and wisdom and then 1o dires ! the
] mynd and bogy nto they ripght
: : ﬁw weg puor humans adl.
as though we believed man to be
merciy the highest of the dumb
I brutes - as :f man were
eqgu:pped with instinct. and the
I v purpust of his nerely 10
] ENJUY sugh Igehings. sensalions,
. emotiony and moouds as impulse
aliragts us 0. nithou! thinking vr-
mengal direision’ -

A tragic case

decisions

and

right

COUTT

Wger

1ance knew @ 1ram; uampuc a
man hghly educaigd w huss e hife
had peen devoled 1owihe fBId OF,

Ledusalon, assumang 'mdm the.
cresponsibuhiny of teachung others.
when he hurmeelf had not learned

‘ this central truth of hife .
| . "His mond was stored- with
' knowledge of atience.- history,
Jnainenlains. hitgrature - He had

aBout the

i knau,.dga' of facis
3 carth  the sun. .the mooffr the

stars "He had miwwd hnow chge
. about ma'n o”:g;'.‘ﬁ‘ng» but o
absoul

h.un\f ¢ - his moods. hu
his Pies. mrpulses and
s.. He bad nat slopped 1o
B .7 studs asd anaivze them, Jet alone |
— lvarn to tongrol themp™ - Lo
. .. As o chidPhe had been pnxm- N
: pered. petfed. sspmiled permit-
ted 1o have his wa™ nd¥er taught
;cé;. iostraint, seld confol or how.
) to vndersiand nis movids, feelings
- vand desires.’ and to vonirof pad-

4 g# GCOD "&EWS i i
.

. Emotional matum) is fahe key to humaf

happiness. It’s the sécret to Christian -
living .and perfection. It’s the dlstmgulshmg

mark of thetruly educated person”

w

gunde them. mcordmg to, the -
sound ressoning of the rind,
instead of impulsively following
them without menial direction.

He was married. had a fine
family. an honored position with
rare opportunitids But fetting
Seelings. nuooity ignpuises domi-,
nate his mindeginsteud of making
his mind, ratudnally and wisely
direct them.- hasz. marriage
crashed. his humclaos brgécn up
and he fled in fegr Mvgm his high
position and brithang dgure.

He ‘not only wreck ™ owR
lfe. he forced- great sorrow,
unh,.appmcss and suffering on.
mam others. His emotions had so

domiinated his mind that he came

10 see Circumisianves through the
eves of hiy jeehings.,
uadersianding bevame warped
and distotied

Physically he grew 1t
mawnka_y And weds 1earOfEBlY pro-
fictent Trggihidues He possessed
a number of wniversily degrees.

was menjally mature so faras
this world's fauwity educagion
+instructs Buwl wamotsonally,  he

nermal™

and his -

was still sumiew here between ages §

8 and 12! And. sadly
2ge was 0o oider
The great &@gcd;u of vur gener-
alion 18 thet nearty -all people.
‘mature pnniu.diy perhaps n’wlf to

I

- Fmash by Amm

. has :puﬂludﬁ e
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)

two thirds mature mentally. bu?
very few ever grow up emotional- )
iy or spiruuail_y

One is not a fully ‘mature man,
or woman, as God intended, until
emoiional 2nd spiritual maturity
has been reached!

Should ntgﬂ in child trammg;

The time to start this emotion-
“‘growing upl is the same time
mem‘al training is begun. -It
should be started in tks -homie,
. . within the first months of a
o chiid’s life. _- - .
Parénts, sSTLDY your own chil-
.7 dren.-Remember that training of
the emotions invoives control and
right direction of feelings, tem-
L~ pers, impulses. It means gentrol
(A over anger. jcaﬂ@usw haired, fear,
grief, rcscmme\gn selfishness, .
vanity. And since the RIGHT
dwecuor is the way-of God's law
— and -sinfe that is the way of
LOVE, and love is the principie-of
giving instead of taking — it
means the teaching of vour chil-
dren 10 use-their own minds to-
understand their moods and guid-
ing them in the diréction-of Giv-
TING — of love toward others,
equal with love.toward self.
Yelling, toud talking. bursts of
, temper, rudeness — all thesec are
1 lack of emotional “"growing up.”
Emotional immaturity is simply
letting human nature run sway
without .any, controi from a right-
thinking. reasoning mund. Teach
© your children 1o fet their MINDS
] direct their natures properly aﬂd
A wisely
1 remember the ﬁrsx funcral i
wds called on-to officiate, Af
7 funerals many people let “their.
[ emotiony of griel run uncdn-
i trolied A great fear seized me: §
- was alraid 1 would not be able 10
keep caim ‘and cofitrel my own
" feclings, and | knew. } xpusu do
Jthat and. with calm tenderness
and svmpathy. comfort the be-
reaved 1 was much youngci thien,
and in the emotiona! strugglethat
went on wnside my mund over abil-
ity to carry this responsibility,
Zan A0 @o-10 Pieces. «
announded to my family 1
o just\couldn’ L it Ve were at
ﬁhe thme visiting in my -father’s
home. a.m! he came over to me,

Say

put his hands on my shoulders,

and cdlmiy shook me, saying in a

voice of authority with which he
‘had not spoken to me since I was
a child: “Here! Snap out of it!

“This is -your responsibility! This -

family- is broken up in sorrow,
and they are relying on you. You
can't back out of it!.Wake up!”
Come 1o yourself! Get a grip on
‘vourself! You are going through

- with this, and you're geing_to do

e

®

it with credit and ca}m dignity
and sincerity!” -
That, I remember, sobered and
‘calmed me and brought me back
te my right senses, and | replied
quietly: “Yes. Dad, of course I
R
Then [ went to a private room,

closed the door and taﬂkcd to my ?

heavenly Father about "it, and
received from Him the emotional
control | had lacked for this
ordeal — and that first funeral
4was an ordeal. But when 1 jitcral-.
ly placed myself in God's hands
as His instrument. HE used me,
and the words He spoke through
my mmouth resulted in the conver-
sion of the bereaved pareats.-

I found it drfhicult, as 1 was
jater more
calied upon t@rofficiate at funer-
als, to socontrol my own emo-
tions as to achieve right balance
— that outer calmness, without
going to the opposite extreme of
hardening my senses so that. }
would ne1 feel proper sympathy.
it was through God's heip and
much prayer that I was able t0
achieve emotional control, with
dignity and poise, yet with
extreme tenderness, gentleness
and hcanf;eltvsym;;athy for those
in sorrow. su that | could give
them the help they nceded: in

. their greatest tnial, and sull not

-

.

break dow o with them.

Emotion in religion
Surely no one can achieve real

Christian growth and perfection -

unti! he has acquired emoticnal
‘stability ,Our 1empers. feelings,

emotions weje given to us for a *

purpose! They are not 1§ be nul-
tified merely intelligently

guided by mind control into the. '

proper chanricls of God's law!
Of all ihe phw of life, there

ag more frequently

is none in which emotional imma-"
uﬂ'z is more apparent than in
religion. '

- Here, 0o, people are pronc“‘lo
. g0 to extremes. Either they delib-
.erately “ork up the emotions Yo a
frénzy or they make their retigion
a wholly mental’ expression,
re:strzumng the emouons and feel-
ings entirely.

Many, usuaily the more .lhter—

ate cr at least less educated, fol-
low a religion that is almost whol-
Iy emotional. In “meeling,” the .
preachers say nothing that ‘is
hm.ght p*osom’:rg but only tHat
which is emotion arcusing. They
do not teach or instruct, they gen-
eratee unrastrmncd emotion.

They ask the congregation

.such questions as “Are you kap-
px?" — .echoed by thinderous
*“Amens” or shouts of “HarLe-
LUJAH! The main job of the
pregcher is 1o generate wild
shouting, uncontrolled emction,
ungil the whole congregation is
out of control in a frenzy of faaat-
ical exuberance. ‘ :

~ Then there are the more quiet
emotional-sects — but who also
accept the counterfeit of senti-
mentality and emotidn for deep
spirituality. Indeed’it seems moly
fundamgritalist groups accept one
form or.another of EMOTION in
place of true spirituality.

But emotion is not spirituality.
Emotion is_phjsicad) reaction.
While a u:nam emotional “reac-
tion should naturally follow true
and decp spiritual experience,
nevertheless jt s a ph»’snc:u reac-
tion fmm that experience 3nd is
not. in itself. spiritual expefricnce.
. Emotion is produced by the ner-
vous system of the ﬂFh“\ body.
It is. therefare, of the FLESH, ot
of the sPirit!

The Holy Spinisof God is gw-
en, onlys 10 those who oBey God

T {Acts 3:32)  Maost rebigious bod-
tes who misiake the ¢motional
- Tognterfeit for genuine spiriz

_ tuakity’ prcach that “God's law is .
done away” — preach a docirine

of “salvation without works™ by
which they mean withoat obe

dienez to God or 10 God's law.
No one is -a reai Chrisfian
— unless he has reccived and .is
' (Condmued‘ an page 13}
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Wkaz are you reall} like inside? The character

‘you dzsplay outwardly must be more than “special effects.”

eff and. Susie,
newly wed and
) ¥ very much in
love, sit by the
ocean gazing into
cach other’s eves.
In the background
a gergeous sunset
lights up the sky.

What a beautsful
picture! s

What a fake!

Oh, Jeff and Susig-
are geal. and their love
for each opher iS real.
“But Jefl 15 suting ona |

 pile of blocks -- Susie
on a lew stool - 1n the
Ambassador College

Photé Studig in Pasafena. The‘

oceanside park bench is made out
of somc oid fluorboards a staff

photographer arrunged on two
low 3@15

_ *And the “sunsg"® A 35-mm.
¥ slide: projected 9%: wall. The -
od

photagrapher ws loAg focal

-, lens to compact the distance,
. ..increasing the iljusion of reality. .
Then he arrapged-the light to -

_-show Jcff and Suazc in silhouette,
and chlculated the £xposure. .

. The result? A fake that only an
expert could icli was not the real
thing. Only :n the movie and pho-
tography profession, they dos't
«cafl it a fake

6  The GQOD MEWS

It is kgown as a -

By Jchn A Halorg

“special effect” — an elaborate
form of make-believe.

We have all seen some incredi-
bie special effects created on the
cinema and TV screen and won-
dered, “How did they do that?”
Today. creating special effects is
& highly skilled profession. LY

A job for sxperts

Some muhmques are weHl
known — *“tons™ of foam rubber
rocks :S{a«ﬂ:msh down on the hero
as he mdes through the canyon, or

_a brawl an’the saloon as cowboys

kit cach ‘other over thc bead with-
balsa chairs. N
But dud you realwc that lhe

that aye only

‘monsters.

river of molten lava
that threatens to engulf
the heroine is actually
catmeal mixed with
gray pant *— or that
the dehcious looking
ice ‘Cream _w}he com-
mervial  vs  really
¢reamed potato® (the
real stuff would melt
under the hot studio
lights)®
By painting scenes
on glass. speua.l -effects
artisls can produce
what are known as
mattes, which mask
- out unwanied parts of a
Sf‘tﬂc In this way a
city skyline can be
remmcd 10 gn.fe a mod»

heard

18 1nch-thick
facades” ‘ ‘
By using lasér and compulter

technology wday s spewial effects

- are becominp ever morE sophusti-

cated, as spacemen svar through
the galaxies baithng legions of
aliens and a never-ending arras of
The skill of spgmial-
effects experts continues w@@n-
toh us.
But maybe it s"mukﬂm be-
cause most of us have spenn life-

BRoto By Hal Emen
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wdeception or
. ymnlml to give an impreusion of

" Supocts

" Hke

4

timos crenting somg impressive
apecinl effoots of qur own.

'Y u -~ & special-effects
artist . S

You uee, i spicinl 15"‘%!“& u
makd-hollove

cality. In bullding our personali-
tios we have nll resorted to some
offocts” 1 dispuise
unwantch | qmpm and qukb othors
look likd rmmﬂhmg thoy are not,
Whon people look at.you, what
do they see? What you mv really
liko? Op what pou waps ‘thgm to
nov? l .
Most of us have w fucade of
foge that is not the real us,

Muybe you like poople o think.-

Jyou nre the sporty type, or mayje
the debonair and sophistieafed
wan or woman about Yown, Or
porhaps you like to appoear u cool,
macho man. Or g dear little old
lndy who muldn& Wurt o [ly.
Whatever At is, you have learned
to talk, act and pcl?pn ovon

Muges you

dross nceording (o aw
yubnmy huve become

want Lo port,

In fact,
s0 pood at your gpecial effoct that
even you nre d®eived. Perhaps
overl you can’t romemboer what
the real you is like. In one way ar
another you have become no.
skilled special-cMectys artist.

What's so bad about that?
anhmp{ il this lle is 1o be like n
movie, just a time (o pnmml But
your lide. s nm meant 10 be used
that. Tt is not” & frivolous
game of make-believe, R

Il you are o Cheistian, your life
“has o vital purpose, and it must be
used for that: purpose. Youmlife !

must be used to bujld character

~character likg Jesus Christ had
- 80 that one day you' oo, can

bécome a born cliifd of Ciod. .
A Christian life, lhuume. is

serious businesg. ft iy time to fuce
reality. Theresh no wom for the
ypretense, fulse fronts und spocial

effects that vo have so carelylly
~huijt 1o obscire the. trulh

Tho real danger of
mahke-belleve

God has promised to lu.lp
rgbuild us until we have holy,
righteous character. But He must

&

“shocked
",bc proud of the situation. ,

©ngrriml,

a .

9

. ! ¢ )
build on a solid Inu" tion,, Ho
wints to deal with' thg ronl you,
whatever thint may U, His poal is
to help you become “a perfect
man” with *“the mouthire of the
stnture of the fullness of. Chelnt®
(Ephosinng 4:13) not just
convineing look-alike. )

+ ‘Thore s nothing purtivulurly
wrong in using upuclul offocts 1n
the film industry. They hive 10,

Othorwine things just wouldn’t

look right. But have you noticed
how people who spend all tlholr
lives Jjn 0 mako-bellove "wgrld

become sq accustomed to sham

und falsonoss thul Hmy' no longor

. seen Lo bo able 1o dmllngul»h roal

from false, or right from wrong?

Muny actors upd movie . staes
actunlly pride thiemsclves un their.
cosmapolitan, tolerant, modern
approach to aduitory, fornlention;.
pervorsions, drunkonness. aniy
other vices condemndd by God's
laws. Fven whole cities have
becomne welf known for their per-

i

nivmed m}mug the( (mpli]cu

that w man has his Yother's wnlo!
Anyd you are pulled'up, and have
not m?mr mwourned, that ho who
has dohio this deed might be tnken
Wvay from amonyg you' (I Corin-
thinns 5:1.2),

Paul confronted (hcm whh
thelr tolerunt attitude toward” a _
serfous sin. He commuanded the
Corinthims 0 disfejlowship” or
exmunmmkmm the orring mom-
ber until such time as he lourned
 lesbon and repontod.

This was not just a fit of prud.
ishinoss on Paul's part, He know
that if this lnckadadsicnl appronch
to immornfity=tontinued, it would
not be long before +hg entire
chursh was affectod. of

Today we mighl sy, “Ono rot-
tann upplo. can wpoil the whole
bunoh.” Poul used another anulo-
gy, one that was readily undog:
utpod by the Corinthlang

“Your glorying s ndt good, Do
you not know that u little leaven

minnive, lleuwlwullng hfe-sfyles. w leavens the whole tump? ‘There-

The ancient city of (mluth
wig like that,.Corinth was a sea-
port, and because of iy’ position,
lind become mh through trade.
The people of mimy nutlons mine
gled (reely, and the city had
become a byword for the Hbern)
approach Ao life., *To corinthy
fonize”
for a life-atyle of dobauchery,

This attitude Jhrermeated Co-’
rinthian muuy und had even
affocted the members of the
Church of God that” the apostle
Paul hdd raised up there. They
had becomye so liberal in thelr
thinking 1Yul when o member,
became involved in an incestyous”
relationship with his mother (or it
might have been his stepmother),

had become n synonym -

.

fore pyrae out the qld loaven, that
you may bo s néw Aump, since you
truly are unleavéped. For indeed
Christ, our l’numvm wiby saarl-
Iiucd fur us® (versess6e7).

Leaven and 3in

Paul used MIlll)IL mmlugy
of the action of d leavening agent'
in bread making to show the)
effedt -of sin in the Christiun
life. .

When o lcuvcnlnu ugcnt.(
;- (usuglly yeast) ‘In mixed. with
" dough, it begins to veuct. The
hump of dough cx]iﬂnq,-a o many
times ity originkl size. The léuven-
ing agent literally pufls. up dhe
lutitp of dough with gas. This.is
what gives bmud its. light, soft

the other members weren't 4 wlmhluu,y It .isn't really . likc

thty scemed. even, to

Paul wrote thosg, brethran ‘n
siern letter. He was horrified that

~ God's chosen Lgoph: in Corinth

that — it Is u special effect

muke-beliove. Bread dough bukud
without leaven . is hard and flag;
more like u crust or uw.kcr than

d
g

v

hind become sotGlerant of o situa-
tion ythgt would have appalled

decent, unuu&veumd
I is adetually

people c,lm.whuu

He, wrotey
repor ud that- there is" sexuul
immorality among you, and such
sexual immorality as is not’ even

_;he fumiliar loaf,

The Corinthian clnirch '\vould

~have known exactly what*® l’nul/' ,

meant. Once a year, in the: hﬂfl
- month of the year according 10
the biblical calendar gapproximat- *
ing spring in the Northern Hemi-
sphere today), God commanded a
festival to be- observed: It was
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called the Days of  Unloavene
Broad. You can roud it deseribed
in Loviticus 23:6, .

The Days of Unleavened Broad
lasted for sevon days. ‘The first
ungf lust days wore Holy Days to
belobserved as Subbatha. And on
onch of the seven days when the
peoplg wte bromd, they were sup-
posod’ 1o eat ltll'gle(’ll(ﬂ(l bread -
breund baked without -»puclnl
offocts. Morsever, they wore told
to liternlly put out of their homeoes
all leavening agents and all pgod-
hets lhnl contained loavdn,
nccording, m the commandment
in Txoduy 12,1820,

Jesus Christobserved this Pos-
tival when lbc was on gaurth
(Mark 1 12 Puhe 22073, and so

dld theelirly (,hrwtiun Church, It
i obvious thaf the Corinthion
church was keoping, or,was about
o Keep, thae Duyu of Unleavy'
. ¢ned Breid when Piul wrote the
" letter, smu he wrote] *“Thgrefore”-
‘et us ku:p the feast, not with old
leaven, nor. with the leaven of
malice and wigkc.,dnuﬂs. but with
the unleavened bread ,of sincerity

Broad, and. oven fower actually
observe thony, This should not be.
God commanded that these days
tbo obsorved by His people forover
(Exoduy 12:17). . Josus nowhore
sald wo should not keop them.
Quite the' contrary (Matthew
5:17-19). Josus warned agninst’
replucifp God's  commandmonts
with hmmm idous (Mmk 7 7)

\Why unleavened brcnd‘
today?

v \
‘Now all thm should muake us
think. Not only does God want us |
v be aware of the Days of

Unlulvu\ul Bread, but e also

“expoctssus 10 keep them, Why?
leaven, s used hcquumly in'

t!u l}\blc g n type ‘ot analogy of

un There is, of
uuux s¢ not hHIIﬂ Wrong
fwnh using . leaven or -
[ leavened. pmduu» the .
other 81 _w:auks of the
year. Tt buly a
unulngv of sin, But F
is un el m‘nvc one.
Yo Just s léagdn acts
cons lump of dough,«.
pufling it up und dis-,
torting, it oyt of all
proportion, so does
sim uet with an Indi-
“vidual. God cannot
‘work with a characler
that is puffed up and
- distorted. ]
Jesus' said to be
careful about prey
" tending tos be soine-
thing you are ngt
(LLuke 12:1). Don’t
masquerade bs  righ- .+
teols; . God- lumng serson while -
still glingmg to your §.m Tir other

- words, avoid. sham, like, npiri;uul .

special t."LLH “in- your life.

Thitt waithe: dungc that Paul
leveled at his Cyrinthian breth-
ren. Stop pu.tuufmg {u.be God's.
Chureh while goluuupg 8in - in
your anidst, he |hunduud If the
incestuous member pér ‘m\b in his

of thair hoes, seuréhing ovon for
<idden seraps and crumbs that
may+have fall€n, into cracks. and
crovicos, They IMdr begun to cat
unlowvoned bread - hard, chewy
crusts baked without any, special
ollects.

Now Paul was teaching them
the spiritugl- point: The leaven
was 4 type of their sins, sins that
émd to be located and gottom rid
of! ‘The bregd buked without spe-
cinl clhwm was o type of the solid,
ponuing, bédrock character and
. attitudo that_God can build on.

“You debire truth in the
inward” parts,” wrote David
(Psalm 51:6) not just an out-
wird show, | Yo

‘The Corinthinns ‘got the point,
und this stery hgs o happy ending.
They did what Paul commanded.
_Fhenuan repentdd of hig sins, and
Pail insgrgcted that he be
restored o' lulT' fellowship (11
Sorinthians 2:6-8). One day we

“may well meet these Gorinthions

in the Kin{.{dum ol God. /
‘God doesn't waste our time,
lle nstituted the Days of Unleay-

. © ed Bread ws an annual reminder

of the need to put sin out vl our
lives und become genuine so that
llc can,build perfget character in

yjhc physical aspects Qf thelle

—- the literal putting sut of

leaven and cating unleavened

bread - - are designed 0 help ms

grasp the spirjtual significance.
The Days of Unlewvened Bread

" in 1985 are frgm April 6 to April

12, with April & and April- 12

jng the Hely Days to be

observed as Subbaths.

The Worldwide Church of
| God offers, free, d color calendar
showing the Duys of Unleavened
Bread and all ol God's other true

festivals wlid Holy- Dayy for 1985- -

1986. You may have d& copy of
this calendar by mailing the enve-
lope in thiy issue or by writing to
“our address nearest ypu.

Wé ulsy vfler, free, a booklet

and truth? (I Corinthiuns 5:8):
In later centurics,
this and other lu,lwula and Holy,

- N Days commanded ‘by God were
rcpluwd by holidays of human
invention. So today, not mony
professing Christians have even
llenrd of the Days of Unleﬂvened

-8 The GOOD NE:W!:

lmwe, ery.

reprehiensible behavior, put him
out Bélore he, contamimites the.
rest of you. l"uw the truth. Don't
be hypocrites — be sincere,

The' Corinthians undétstood
Paul's slcrn warning, because

", the hadbgone througl the not of

v pull ing all leavcuc productu out

Cu

4 Holy l)ay g:alendar

“ghtitled Pugan Hulidays or

God's, Holy 'Duys . Which? It

ex’plums the sannual - festivaly
ordained by God and reveals thed
shocking truth beliind the holi-
days “miost observe today. Yuu
iy request a dopy of it. with lhc
ol

!




Y u to Knbw

By Claylon D. Stuup

éu,n, ‘the dcval is very
clever.

» No wonder.
. he beciine the devil, he was o
resplendeint spiritual being -

an archangel, At tl\ut time he

Before

was “full of Wwisdb o™ (Ezekicl
. 28:12).

When Satan rebelled’ against
God's, gavernment,
ofthat wisdom became porverted
(verse 17), It bgeame. tricky und
doccitful. TRat"is one of. the reu-
aons he has becn uble to foul all
Jumanity (Revelation”}2:9). He:
has deceived the whole world, as
the Bible clearly states.

When you think about it. that
is no small” uccmnplis’ohmcul,
You've heard the saying: **You

—gan fool-all of The Ppeople some of

the thme, and some of the people
all of the time, bul you can't fool
all of the people all of the’time.”
Bui dont J

has doijo ;t Startin
and, ﬂ ough her,

with Eve
. Satun

however, all

believe it — Satap -

-

)

-

generation. How does he do this?
He doesn't appear pergonally to
every individual and lie to each
one, us he did to Eve. 1e doesn"t
hive to. He has u wmor@effective
method,

Al humgnlty decelved

It wasn't tong after the devel: *

opment ol rudio broadeasting that
the govermments of various
natfons - discovered what g
powerful 100l sadio could be to
spread propagands — 10 in-
fluente, confuse, even deceive
their own or enemy populufions,
Radio, and now television, too,
have at tinies been u*acd gﬂet.tive
ly to that end.

The nirwaves have been used,
especially in wartime, to proniul

~ gaie biatant lies, as well as'what is

labelegh. “disinformation.” * Disin-

formation is a sort of mixture of -
enough truth’

truth and error -
to make it sound autheitic, but
enough error to render the wholg
misleading and deceptive.

- Sptan long ago r.ealitcd the

~

o 1
- 1
potentinl of medjn propoagunda.
He is the futher of tll\c lie (John
8:44), the first and most effective
minister of propugapda ever.

It the samo way broadenstin
has at times been misuned by,
human propagendists, Satane
“broadcasts™ his deceptive mes-
sage: He is the “prince of the
power of the air’ (Ephesians 2:2).

“He emits un artitude of rebellion.

Fle radistes a spirit of defiunce, of
disobedienee. Some of his mes-
suge consists of outright lies;
some nf,' ~disinformation - - &
prixturé ﬁt’?rmh und degeit.

But theAhrust of his thessage is
always the same: Do not totally

submit . go_the gevernment of
Godt- N

Sgtgu'i fall K

When Satan was still o righ-
tepus urchingel, God made him
ruler of this earth. But that pusi-
tion did not satisfy him. e
watited more. e became "driven
by vanity und greed. Ve wanted
control over everything, not just
this carth. His desire was to be
like Guod (Isainh 14: I), 14, Eze-
kiel 28:12-18).

S0 Lucifer mounted a rebellion
against God's throne in heaveh.

‘Bui he win defeated and cast

back down to earth, as pere the
angels that rcbelled with him.
Jesus ‘was there and saw i} bap-
pen. He recalled, “1 saw bumqw
fall like lightning from heaven”
(Luké 10:18).

"Though Satdn has fullen, God
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has not yet removed him from his
position of being “the ruler of
« this "world,” a8 Jesus acknowl-
edged him to be (John 14:30).
The devil has authority over the
kingdoms on carth (Luke 4:5-6).
Jesus  Himself, at His fust-
approuching, return to this carth, |
* will take the rulership of the
world from him. Satan will then
he bound, not allowed to deceive
_ the natjons for l 000 years (Reve-
Jation 20:3).
+ Until then, hig work of deceiv-
ing 'all humanity continues.

The whole world? '
“Well,” some will 'cn.clnim. |
can agree that Satan has deceived

many people. I'm sure he has the |

athéjsts in his camp. And there
arg certain tribes of people tha
“opcnly ¢laim to be devit-worship-
.ers. And then there are individu-
als in évery natidn whoare just
plain evil.” F'm sure Sutan has
deceived these people.

*But the whole world? Come
now, what about all those churetrs »
es that teach professing Cfiris-

“thans that Satan is the wicked one,

that he is the enemy of God and
man? How can it be gaid all those
people are deceived?” )
What about that? It is a- fact
thaf vast numbers of pwplr. sim-
ply do what they believe is right.
They would never knowmgly
choose® to have an )nng to do
with S‘hﬁy any=ire, by any .l‘
the world's standards, exception- ,
ally “good” plople. Can such be
* deceived?
There are sincere “theologiuns
who teach against the works Of

. the devil and his demons, some of

them cloquently, even going so’
far as to try casting demons out,
Is it possible for such to, be-

dcluWry devil they
preac

And if you are one of those
who have rcome out of Satan’s
world, spiritually ppeaking, as all
truc Christians have, does- that
mean you are pow immune 1o*
being misled by Sat.mb evil
influence? &

Can Satan fool you?

“It 'is vital that we understand;

tage over:us (Il Corinthinns
2:11). Herc is one of Sutan's most
important devices. Here is some-
‘thing the devil for sure does nog
want you tb know. .

¢

Satan compromises

Satan is a compromiser. He is
flexible. He will bend. He will

engage in give and take as long as

- and this is the ultraimportdnt
point —- as long as he gets his'way

in the end. That is to say, as lgng"

_ds those he”is dealing with. sbop
short of fully submitting to God'
government, ¢

The Bible clearly states, as we
have scen, that Satan has
deccived the whole world (Reve-(
lation 12:9). How has he accom-
plished thig,? By compromising.

The devil has something for
everybody. The broad highway
lealing (v destruction - the
highway huymanity is following —
is broader than perhaps you real-
ized. It is diwided into inntmer-
able lanes. Everybody iy sure to
find at least one of these lanes

sappealing. But they all lead to the .

spme destination: perdition,

. If the devil had his prefergnce,

hc po doubt would want every-
body to be God-hating, atheistic
umm,his.ls bent only on doing evil.

l he hasp't yucceeded in bring-

about suu%wndlupn

srug. there art a fewéindividu-
als in thé world who are like that.
But most arg pot. There are devil-
worshipers. l’hoy. too, are small
in number. ‘But they do exist.”
There are thgse who deny Satan
is real and lhom.,:who have no
pplmun inwhy matter. Satan
doesn't really dare, though.
long as they don't obey God. -

Yqu've scen the, pictures, of -
Satan’ gas a funny-looking, red-
faced puxonuhly with a goatee,
little horns growing out of the top
of his head and a long, pointed -
tail. He is portrayed cavorting

gleefully evil peals of laughter.

This umu,“ is accurate o some. .

ridiculous W others.
Satan dousii’t care cither way.
= 1If people want to poke fun at the

‘that we not be “ignorant of his ¢ devil, to think of him us u super-

deviccs,{{‘_‘blesl he gc} the advan-

10 rhe‘erqoo NEWS

stition, a fable, it makes no differ-

ﬂh(zh' .
* through much of today's

Au‘

¢

“ence to him, ns long as he has

+ them going his direction.’

Do you know thgt, if he must,
Satan is eveh willing to allow you
to obey mpny of God's laws? As
long as there is at least one point
of the law —, whichever onc i
muy be for you - that you refuse
to keep!

The reason is that Satan knows
God has ordained that to break
onc point. of His Juw of love is to*
break it 4l (James 2:10-11).
Therefore, to refusc™to submit to
one point is to rebel against God’s
cntire divine code of behavior.
Anyone guilty of such an attitude

, of rcbelllomobvnomly is not totill-

ly submitted to (od.
That’s good cndugh for buum

' .

God’s law in torco .

There are those in the world
who may preach powerfully
, against Satan and his evil works.
They may condemn his ways os
corrupt.” They may accurately
" how he gets to people
i
and entertainment. Th

yn Y
to resist the déyil. Thgg mu&;vm .

urge acceptance of Jésus Chri
as pcmonul Savior.

Behuk. it or not, all thns, loo,
can fit
Satan’s"scheme. How? 4t can be
possible if chureh denominations,
however cloquent the sgrmons

. may be, stop short of Puching
that We must obey all' oR God's
holy laws - if, instead, tHey say
God's lads have been: dpnie-away -
withyethat they are no longes
binding upon Chvistians.

~the pummcwrs/’of .

/

Listen tq what Jesus 'mughtf‘

e declared: Do ot think that |-
came to destroy the Law or the
Prophets. | 4 pot comg to
destroy but to fullil” (Mattliew
5:17). Yes, Jesus showed how to
fulfill God’s royal law, . In this He
et Christians an exgmple that

. they are to follow, bewause they
“amidst flame &nd smgke, bran-.# also are expectéd to fullill the faw.
- -dishing his pitchfork and- em:mngﬂw(.hmm 2:8=12) ltis wquestion of

law -—Akol ‘government, of Gbe-
dience o God's way .of life as
revealed in JHis Word — dpd
don’t ever let anyone tell you a
differently.

Total submission t6 Gods
|l whut makea the dnfference

o
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between Satan’s broad, all-4
encompassing, somcthing-for-ev-

-erybody way to dgstruction and
.God’s narrow way that leads to
life fverses 13- 14). -

But the devil doesn’ t want you
to know that. He wants you to
think that what makes the differ-
ence is whether or not a church

prcachcs Christ” and believes
Christ is the Savior. He doesn’t
_want you to know you can believe
Jesus Christ is the Savigr, even
worship Him, all’ in vain (Mat-
thew 7:21-23, Mark 7:7)!

Don't.trust pppearances

-Sutan is an expert” in making
evil look good. By comptomising
ho.can take something that is ewil

. and combine it with enough good
to make it look perfectly inno-
cent. His strategy is to use dis-
guise (Matthew 7:15). He made
Eve believk -that the innocent-

" lovking but forbidden fruit wus ,

gootl for her (Genesis 3:1-6)
When he tried 1o get Jesus to
disoboy Gud; he quoted good, val-
id scriptures (Matthew 4:6).

But beware: A glass.of good
water with a few drops of cyanide
in it stili looks like an innocent,
perfectly good gluss of water: °

Satan 18 deceitful. Your mﬁy
hope of not being fooled by him js
to study and belleve God's Word

obey God's laws. You'need to
ask for God's Holy Spirit o give
you light gnd gnderstanding.

Db what Satan doesn’t want
you to-go: Surrender —to- God,
Then “resist the devil andhe will
flee from you” (James 4:7).

That's how to get rid of Satanw’ N

" influence ‘in your life. That's pew -
to come to the place whep yop

¢an make the same vicforiqus
statement Jesus made cn He
declared concerning, 1 e devil,’
“He has nething in Me" (John
14:300

For more information on this
powerful and supremely evl!

~being known asISamn the devil,

send for our free booklet, Did God

Create a Devilh 1t contains mus‘é;
more that Satan deﬁm{ely doesn
want you to know! Just use the
literature request envelope or
write to our mailing addreu near-

. est you. o v

PERSONAL.”
: {Contimieii fghHim pa'g;! 2)
agreed to stop the wuter of the
fountains outside the tafvn.
“Then, appointing otﬁcel@' over

the citizens, he¢ gathered them in
-the open spuce at the gate of the

~ city, and encouraged them. ‘Be

firm,’ he said, ‘be brave, bé not

daunted ‘nor dismayed for the .

king of Assyria or for all his host;
. we have with us One greater than
all he has; he has a mortal- force,
but we have with us the Etgrnal
out God, to help us and to fight,
our battles’ " (verses 1-3, 6-8).

+ Continuing: “His ofticers said
evon worse things ugains| God the
. Eternal and his servant Hezekiah,

tmns. in the"camp of
Assyria, tfll he ha 0 home in
disgrace..He [I r] wgnt into the
temple of his .god; and therd his
own offspring murdered him with
their swords. So the Eternal res-
cued Hezekiah and thekitizens of
Jerusalem from Sancherib the
king of Assyri well gs from all
other . foes, pydtecting\them on
every side” (ferses 21-22).

That expprience was' written
into ¢he very Worop _er*Gobn for
your learning and 18 sHOW YOU
THE WAY TODAY! Berhafs YOu are
faced with s foe. more powerful
thast you. It rgay be some TEMPTA;

mg of

TION. It may be some circumstance '

or candition or tro‘uble Some seri-
ous WORRY

. Then let' me ask you, WHAT
e .

-

If you will let Gob héve
life, then you will have begun to learn how -

+

18 way in your

to let Him fight your- battles, solve your
problems and deliver you from so many ,
‘troubles and worries-that you are suffering.

&

‘ Do 3

AW .
(Sanchcub also wrote . lellers.
insulting the Eternal the God of'
Israel and attackipg him thus: *As
the gods of tiie fations elsewhere
in the world have. failed to save:
thgir folk froiy me, so shall Heze-
kizh's God fail to save hw folk.")
Fhe” officers shouted “alovd in
Liebrew to the citizens of Jerusa-
em on the walls, to terrify them
ang scare them, that they might -
capture the city. They talked
about the Godvof Jerusalem as
one of the gods of the-nations on
carth, mere "handmade idois”
{verses 16-19).

Now notice what the king of
Judah did: “King Hezekiah an
the prophet lsaiah the son o
Amoz PRAYED aver Mhis and

Sault? In almost

7

. ARE YOU RELYING ON to with,

stand the siegg of this trouble ~—
to deliver ybu from’jt? '

Rely on Gc‘»\! and His powaer

- What do some of you do whe,;n
some fear, worry, trouble comes

up-against you? Do you-not fiest -

FEAR AND WORRY, and then
either {ry to RUN, FROM this trou-
ble or else fry to meet it in your
own power and strength — with
your own thlkmg and plgnmng
and doing?

\

Do vou ever: searchf our qwn'\
y

Keart and life to see'if it is YOUR
ry in-law ar
marital trouble example both

are at fault.

Did you never rcahzc that the\

—cried tu heayen™ (verse 20).  — — very CreATOR who caus ot o}
be born — who gives you th life

They pravep, for help. They
did-not know cxact‘ly How, God
would intervene. But théy knew

God would acT! Here’s whdt hapy ) to fight all thcse battles

pened: “Then the Eternal sent an,
angel who swept off all the gal-
+ lant ﬁghtext.,the ledders, an

“P“

you: have — who called you into
His truth — is able and
r you
Ju;t as He dld Hezekiah's — if
‘you will only turn to Him and ask
Him for wisdom and gundance,

. Match 1985 -
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" . she had'no right to marry. She

’

2 miserable, terribly unhappy.

" RELY on Him and ’rnUST Him
“with the rcsu&? Y

"Two examples . v

“Fknow of a lady who, when in
her middle 20s, had a problem
that was MOST SERIOUS in her life.
Three times thls'girl had been
disappointed in love. She had at
 last been tdfhpted to marry a man

_ suffering.

Now, notice' the’ cxpcrlcncc

written for oun I:.?‘mmg and help
today:
It was after this that the Mo»
abites and Ammonites, with some
of the Meunim, mn% war on
Jehoshaphat. Word ch JehOs
shaphat that a )xuge Hosk

over the Dead Séa, and that they
were already " at  Hazazon-tampr
(or Engedi). Jehoshaphat was
afraid” (11 Chronicles 20:1-3,
Moffatt).

Is feag. your J(asuul rcchpn.
too? But observe what the king of
Judah did. + o

“He résolved to have, recourse
to the Eternid dnd proclaimed a

brought her problem to me, as
God's rwprcscmmivc.ll found she
was looking ONLY AT PHYSICAL
APPEARANCES. |
. Bhe reasoned that, so far as she
_could see, if she obeyed God and
refused 1 marry this man, she
m|'13m new\{:e married. .
" counscked her to oBey Gob:
—to stop lpoking at the material
circumstances and using human
reason to disobey God. 1 coun-
seled hersto do, first of all, WHAT
GOD INSTRUCTS IN THE® BIBLE,
and then to TRust HiM for the
. outcome. ¢ )
But that gir\ did .not gELY ON
Gob — she reled on her human

vgssembled to-seek help from the
Eternul; people came from cyery
town in Judhh to worship the
Eternal” (verses 3- 4)
Jehoshdphut did exactfy wh.ll
God wants you to do y when
faced ‘'with any temptation or.
reason. She ¢d impulse and.  trauble.—- nE Took ( TO Gop N
temiptation an 4murr|§d the mant  PRAYER AND FASTING! ¢ )
c‘vlcft her to commit adultery * And 28 he cMinued to ask
with another woman on their very God for help, he sald,,(wl'scs 6-
wedding night. Her life became
+ fathers, art not thou God in‘heaV
‘en, and ruler of all realms on,
edrth? Such power and mlght is
.thing that no dne can resist thee. |
«Q pur God, didst not tho
+ the natives of ghis land before thy
people Isracl,” givieig the land to.,
the - offspring «<of Abraham - thy'
friend, for all timg? And they Set-

Then at another time, another
similar case was brought to me.
T young woman rejec the
lcma‘mon -— she obcyum
and \RELIED ON THE ETERNAL to
work out circumstances — she
-trusted Him with the result. Her
faith was tried and jested. God-.,
did* not*answerAT ONCE — but!i in tled in it, they have built a sanc-
due time, just the RigHT man “tyary in-jt to thine honour, &hmk-
came into her life,- they fell-in”.ying that if evil befell them, the
loyc, thcy were marricd and Gop nword in judgment, or pcsulcncc_
HAS BLESSED ‘THEIR MARRIAGE ‘oOr fammc. {Tew .stand in |
WITH' SUPREME HAPPINESS, : front“of this tcmple and before
N ) thee (for in. this templé is thy
The experience of King presence) ahd cry to thee in théir
Jehoshaphat - . distress, till thou didst hear and

Now | want to bring you one save thém.

Jnore casg hle.tpry — a REMARK- “Now here are the Ammonites

& experiente -that -will-show - and:
you the way out of all your d!ﬂi- mount Seirywhom thoqﬁh
_¢ulties and troubles. . allow Jsrael to invade,

It you will let Gob have His  came out.of the land of Egypt —
way in your life, then ydu will" no, Israel turned away fronl themy
have begun: to -learn- how to let. ~ and did not destroy them]”

Him fight your batiles,\solve There,was no_reason for ‘these
your problems and déliver you -neighbors to bo cnemics. Some-

12 The GOODNEWS

from so many troubles you, are ~

movingrigainst him from Edom,,\

Sast all over Judah. So, Judah

* Nort, falter npt' before thi

" evict )

Moabites *and folk™ from-; 4
st nol*
Israel *

times your own nelwhbors become -
your enemies, 400, don’t they?

Buf notice what the king said

to God: “Look how they rcwgrd

us, coming te eject us from thy . -

* very own country which thou hast .

given us tasbe ours. @ our God,

wilt thou not deal with them? We .
are helpless against this mighty
host that ig attacking us; we know

' not what to do, but we look to -
- thee™ (verses 11-12).

God answers prayer

Now I want ypu“w notice! Je-
héshaphat cricd out fdr God to
come to their aid. EHere is God's
ahswer (vcrscs 14-17): o4

“Jehaziel .. . was msplrcd by

. the spirit of thc Eternal in.-the

midst of the' gdthering to cry,

‘Listen, all* ye men of Judah, ye

citizens of Jerusalem, and you, O+
king Jchoshaphat, the Eternai’s
message (o you is this: “FEar
vast
army; it is for (God, not foF you,
to fight them. March down
against them to-morrpw; they are
coming up by the ascént of Haziz,
.and you will come upon them at
the end of the raving in front of
the desort of Jeruel” You Wil nots

10): O Eternal; the God of Outk\ need l() do' any” fighting; take up,

your pusmon stand still, and
wdlch the victory of the Eterilal, .
who is,on your side; O Judah and
* Jerusalem. Fear rot, falter
Move out against them to-mna
row, for the Etcmal |s on yolﬁ
Blde wre

And- notice that Jehoshapjml ‘

‘obeyed after God instructed him. .}

Verses 20-23 declare:
mormn&
into, the ope
Tekga -As thc advanced, Jehosh
aphat stoyd- und said, ‘Listen, men
of Judah and citizens of Jerusa-
lem!, Take hold of the' Eternal »

“Naxt
{ rose dnd moved

~your God and you will keep hold
of life; hold by hls prophcts -and

you will prosper.

3 “After this counsel to the
nation; fie- appoipted the Eternal's
singers. to. praise him in (sacred
vestments, marghing in front of

- the army and- chanting, Give

thanks to-the Kternal,-for, his
‘kindness ncxer f ' »

““As they .bcgan to sing an
praiae 1, the Et?mal set men i

countryg round’ -

%

o




e — -~ God says-"Many-arethe aﬂ’he-r :

»

" “saw the hast

‘battle.

ambush against the Ammonites,
the Moabites, and the folk from
mount Seir,, who hag attacked

‘Judah, and they wdre routed. The

Amwmonites and the Moabitzs
turned on the natives of mount
Scnr determined to wtpc them
out.’

Théy turned against one anoth-
er' That is how God answered
Jehoshaphat. "And then, after

 destroying the natives of Seir,

lhi;) all helped to kill one anoth-

r.So when the men of Judah
rLd«.hLd theirypost of attack look-
ing over the open countwy, they:
were s¢ many
corpses stretched. upon the
ground: not & man had cscapé:d"
{verses 23-24).

Jehoshaphat did nél merely
leave this trpuble .with God and
.then do nothing about, it himself.
Fifst he prayed and asked for
wisdom, guidance and HELP.
Then he DID wHaT Gop saip. He
had to do His PaRT — but the

SBATTLE was Gob's, and Jehosha-

id not try to fight Gop's
He merely did his own
pdrt. But he BELIEVED God, and
RELIED on God.

The point | want you te’
REMEMBER is that vour 'battles
are not really yours, but Gob’s. If
you look to Him, He makes jhem
His battles. and HE fights them
for you. How ruTiig for you to
try to fight ‘Gop's -batlles for
HiM.

phat

tions of the righteous, but the*
Lord delivers him out of them
fall” (Psalm 34:19). .
JAn;ghe New Testament we
rcdd"‘“By GRACE are ye saved

~ through FAITH ' <ksphesians 2:8,

Authorized  Version). Yes, but

Qi.-s(;hc FAITH that saves us is a living

aith tha is practical — it WORKS
— it really rELIES on .God! So
PUT IT TO PRACTICE! .

God < does not,pro‘misz}us an

N Seasy-time-during this-hifglin this—

world. But He pOES promise to
fight our battles for us —, 10

"deliver  uSkffom EVERY trouble

and affiiction.

Wikl vou tn Him e i§, AND,
IEARN’ HOW *~ HAPPY YOUR LIFE
-MaY BECOME? GOP HELP YOU TO
“UNDERSTAND! O ,

'Hidden Kinemy

(Cominu:»d Jrom iyge\?)
being led “(in obedience to God's
law) by the Holy Spirit (Romans

8:9,14), andsthe Holy Spirit in us »

is the Love ofF Gop (Romans
5:5), which is the onfy love that
fulfills God's law. And also the
Holy Spirit is the Spirit of a
souND MIND (1T Timothy 1:7})

"True spirituality! therefore, is
SOUNRMINDEDNESS, for true spir
ituality can’come only from t
Seirty OF Gop within us. Trie
spirituality i1s RATMONAL,

On the other hand, true s iri-
tuality is not a mere mental/reliy
gion divorced from ali feeliffg and
emotion. There are, the /purely
mental religlons that do ot even
believe in the Holy $pirit of
God.

And lhcrL are some Of Us, per- |
o know ’

haps, wio have compe
God's truth ~—— who have surren-
dered to God, truly gepenied. of
our own way, turfied from the
ways of the world and who are
devoted to studyyng the Bible to
learn God's way/so that we may
Yive by every wyrd of God ,-- and
who also pray/a gl’t:d'l deal, but
who yet LAaCk the Very second
FRUTT of‘G s Spirit - 10Y!
NOT emotjoniess aturity -
Emotloal maturity doés not-
mean emot nless maturity any
—more {hgn ans- uncontroll
" The truly emotionally
are Spiril-guided by
sound $girit-mindegness .-— by~
— and the emotions
CONTROLLED,. bu\
thefized. The emunomﬁly grown-
\1p DO express enthusiasm, JOY,
hdppiness. They po feel and
express gratitude, reverence, ado-
ration in-'their worship of God.
They do feel and,gxpress compas-
sion, mercy, sympathy.

——-God-is—a-spirit;—and they-that— "
worship Him - must worship IN®

SPERIT and~N TRUTH. One cannot
worship IN spiriT-unless he has

received and is led by God's Spir-

+it. Qne cannot worship IN TRUTH
without YNDERSIANDING of
God's Word with a sound mmd
But lhls kmd of vworsmp is ot

nol ancS"‘
- it? In ‘other words,
. maturity develops hand in hand:-
~ with physical, mental and spiri- -
" tual growth, ,
A into, finally, the perfect spiritual

. -answer?

f feeling und Tresultant
nal expreslion. Even
the emotion is physical

rie ce. B?t it is not a substitute -

The cmononally mature will
roperly express sympathy in a
most sincere manner, from the’
heart. They will express, on vcca-
sion, when cglled for, sorrow,
anguish, comp&slon And they
will also express good*cheer, Hap-

" Ppiness, enthusiasm, zeal and that

happmgss that is brimful and run-
ning over, called Jov!

It sort .of sums up, then, that
the emotionally mature comibine
the controlled expression of eino-
tion MI!/) ph@u a4l health m\i

educated mind that (is Spirit-"
begotien and Spirit-led; doesn’t,

emotional

‘the four blending

CHARACTER we were put here to
become. |

~You- probably have a- Iong way‘w
yet to go. You have a grave
responslbliny. if you have chil-
dren, in their EMOTIONAL traiping
as well' as thein physical health
mental educatibn and spirnuar
guidance, We shall all be called to
account \s\omcday How wil| you

March 1985 i3

-




ill there have: to
be. a temple in
‘ Jerusalem before
prophegsied end-time_events
____can take place” Must sacri-
fices be offered on the Tem- :
ple Mount? -
©Or will g physical building
~and sacrifices not be necessary
‘until the Messiah has come
and God’s Kingdom is set up
on earth?
: s The answers are important for
R . ’ T—— . Jews and Christians alike! :
’ . -The Temple is probably the. o .
. : - Part !WO ' most famous building in wl Lo
P - —— — . human history “lLast mdnth we . -
traced ils hestory unul the time o s

o - Is the construcubn of a temple in Jerusalem . .5 Nencmiah. o highianking
| .. ’ . necessary to fulﬁl’wrophecy? The Jew in the Persian goverpment,

obtatned permussion to lead an
future hOIdS same jmrthﬂg pOSSlblllneS - expedition to Jerusalem and com-
: plete the bulldmg of a sdcond

<

I S S .;H;*fg_._m«r

- o )‘ By Ronald D. Keﬂy U . -Temple. . . )

Now to continue with lhls sec-




e

* and. understand.
"going forth of the command to

‘tHe

e

N
~

ond instaliment: In 457 B.C. the

‘Persian king Artaxerxes issued a

decree 'to restore and rebuild
Jerusalem. This is a most impor-
‘tant date.

N .ADurmg,,the.Babylmmn exile

more than 100 years before. God
revealed an unusual prophecy to
"Daniel. He said. “Know therefore -
ihat from the’

restore and build Jerusalem until
Messizh the Prince. there
shall be sevén weeks and sixty-
two weeks; the street shall be

Lbuilt agdin, and the wall. even in

troublesome-
9:25).

—This amazing prophecy, dated
from 457 B.C_, predicted not only &
the rebuilding of Jerubalem, but
the coming of *he Messigh:

From this, anany thought the
Messiah would appea the days
of. ' Ezra and Nehemiah. Bul that
is not what the prophet meant.
He-did prophesy the reconstruc-

times'' (Daniel

%

tion and resqulemcq’a of Judea.
However, the 69-wecks prophecy
was not a period of 69 literal
."weeks, but prophetic weeks.

God reveals in prophetic sym-’
bol_that a day equals a_year in _

prophecy (Ezehiel 4:6, Numbers
s14:34). To know how many years
till the fulfiliment. we would have
10 know how many days are in 69
weeks. Sipce there are Seven days
in a week. we would multiply sev-
ch “times 69 and arrive at.483.

, The Messiah would not appeer,

then. ull 48% ycars after 'Arta-

xerxes' decree. ’
That watild bring us to the year

A D 27 as we count the yedrs In

Tcammcm Jc»us of Nazaa’eth

"

12

“when He was about 30 years of

age. began His public mamsxry
(Luke 3.21-23).
The Messiah had

accept Him at that ¢dme. He had
come io dic for the sins of the

'

indeed
arrived. Moust of the world did not

.

‘mr}d After only 32 yeuars of
tive minisiry, He was put to |
death by cructfixion.

For more than 1,900 years the
Christian world has been waiting
for the Second Coming of Jesus.
And for longer than that.” the
Jews have looked for the appear-
ance of the Messiah  Chrstian
and Jew both are concerned about
Jerusalem, a-temple and, animai
sachices an relauonship to the
coiming of the Messiah But more
about that lates

Continued trying times

. Now <back 1o the second Tem-
ple  Atter the reform penod of
b/7rs and Nehemiah. there pas a
tume of great turmol jn Judea.
The Persiun empire feil 10 the
.onslaught of the Macedonian
ruler. Alevander the Great After
'Alcrander’s doath. his empirg
"was dnaded among his leading
gumr.sls'

Judea lay in'the pauh of two
constantly warring factions., lh.g'
Plolemies of t.gypt dand the Se-
leucids of Syria Wars raged back
and forth for nearly three centu-

ries In 175 BC Anuochus
Epiphanes became ruler of the
Seleucids 1in Synia In 168 he

attempted a campaign to Egypt,
but was thwangd by the rising
Roman poucr He turned hls
"wrath on e Jews - .

Jerusalem was agamnra»dg“d
by war! The city was caprured
and @ Synian garvison headquar- -
tered near the<Temple Mount!
The Temple sacrifices. obser-
vance of the seventh-day Sabbath
and fecast days. along with «ar-
~cumepion, were forbidden 1o all
Jews. The penalty for pracuicing
any of these was death After
about two months. the-crowning
blow was struck. Antiochus set

',,\p an altgf to the Greek yod Zeus |

on the T¢mple Mount gnd Stlered
swinc-upon it [t was, g5 had,been
prophesied.. an abominauon of
desclation {(Daniel 11 31)

This date. 1o live in infamy mg
Jewish history. was the 2Sth of §
Kislev (the month of Nuvember-
December on the Roman calen~§
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dar) in 167 B.C. This event aiso
had been prophesied in the book
cof Daniei. In Damel 8:13-14,
New Internatioral Version, Ged
reveaied: “Then | heard a holy
one speaking, and another holy
one said to him, "How fong will it
take for the vision to be fulfilied
— the vision conceraing the daily
sacrifice, the rebellion that cuuses
desciation, and the surrender of
the sanctuary and of the. host that
will be trampled underfoot?™ He
said to me, ‘It wili take 2,300 eve-
nings and mornings; then the
sanciuary wiil be recense-
crated.”

In other words, there wouid be

2,300 evening and morning sacri-
fices that would not be offered --
a period of 1,150 days or just
more than three years tll God
wouid permit restdration of the

. sacrifices.

Those three yéars were 1o be
among the most trying in Jewish
history. Jews were forced to eat

pork and worship pagan gods. . -

Those who refused were merci-
lessiy-killed. In the Judean hills, a
band of zealous-Jews under the
leddership of a Jewish priest
named, Mattathias steadily grew
in numbers and strength. They
became known as the Maccabees
— the “hammerers.”

After the death of Mattathias,
his son Judas took comvmand of
the Jewish forces. They gained
one victory after another and

. finally, om_the 25th of Kislev in

164 B.C. {exactly three years to
the day from the setling up of the
Zcus statue on the Temple
Mount). the.Maccabees liberated
Jerusalem, tore down the pagan
gods from the Temple Mount and
relit the lights of the Menorah.

To this day -the Jewish eight-
day winter festival of Hanukkah,
or Festival of Lights, recalls the
cleansing of thec Temple in the
days of the Maccabees. "

mornings since
fotbi(idcn Jewish sacrifices.”

Roman dominion

During the next century, Jeru-
salem was to undergo great
cnange. By 63.B.C,

16 The GOOD NEWS

*southern:edge of the courtyard. It
— In all probability it had been. |

1,130 days or, 2,300 tvenings and
Antischus. had.

>

the Roman -

ge'lcus wa"cﬂy
. legions inde, J\:Je
machines huried be
city and’at the Temfle .

“Jerusalem once again._suc-
cumbed 1o foreign forces. .

~After the assassination of
Julius "Caesar in 44 B.C., an
Edom!!c‘nobic named Herod was
appointed king of Judea in 37
B.C. He was a loyal subgct of
Rome, and was at the same jime
ore of the mgst infamous person-
alities 'of his Gay “ e

Herod was a cruel taskmafter,
even putting to'death his wife and
several soms, whom he suspected
of subterfuge.. But: his building
programs nade ‘that area of the
world a sijowpiace. He built pai-
aces at Heradium, Jerigho and on
Masada. He built, and named xhe
seaport conty -of Caesarca after
emperor Augusms

But thére. was great unrest in
Judea. To'seutle the Jews, Herod
undertoak agrand project’ —. the
rcbmldmg of the Temple of God
in Jerusalem 16 make it a show-
place. ‘'one of the most magnifi-
cent buildings in the empire.

Plans were drawn up in about
22 B.C. with construction begin-
-ning in 19 BC. :

A huge. retaining wali was

marcned his
Huge war
ers into the

o

erected on the squthwest corner. -

Tons of. fill- dirt were hauled in.

Natural rock outcroppings were
<arved flat. .

‘Ghstcmng white marble set off

. by sparkling gold formed the out-

er walls of the Temple itself. Sol-

omon's Temple had not been’

-mpre than 40 feet high and
“maybe 115 by 70 feet in length
and width. Herod's newly ‘reno-
vated masterpiece would be more
than 100 feet wide, 130 feet long
and.150 feet high.

Some 162 huge Corinthian col-,

umns formed a colonnade on the
was-in this area that Jesu§ of

moneychangers' tables and- drive
out thc amimals. Here also Jesus
would teach His disciples, and
tater those disciples would’teach
others in the carly days of the
New Testament Church..

But this renovated second
' Temple would riot exist in a time

Nazareth  would “turn wver the .

-nation,

the Romans
Zc*x' ands !he

bc:n,muy Tmm‘m Her
Jewish temple ‘nus zo Ll fzﬁx ever
been rebuilt on M N

All that remains s'n}m the glery
of the past is a-iower portion of
the reiaini ‘g uul' iz;cﬁudmg a
1 80-foot seciion of
corner of the Ten

" the sotithwest
»le Moupt. tis

considered a.o\, By the Jews,
sinee 1t s Gt that remains from
the gicrious days of 1 ..g‘hrm ang

second Temples This Western
all came into Jewish possession
in 1967 after the Six Day War.

What about the future?

Ever since the Six Day War,
speculation has run rampant on
whether, how and when the Jews
would again worship on the Tem-
ple Mount, offer animal sacrifices

‘or build a tempie.

Today observant Jews do not
even go on the Temple Mount.
There dre two major reasons.

First, the Temple Mount is
now, and has been far genturies,
under Muslim conigol. The Dome
of the Rock mosque. built in the
Jate seventh century A D, now
occupies the traditionai site of the
Temple. Muslim law does not
permit other religions to worship
on the Tempie Mount. °

Second,” Jewish rehigious law

~does not . permit lews on the -

Mount since the exact location of
the Holy of Holies is not known.
Only the high priest -was permit-
ted in the Holy of Holi2s, so Jews
do noj wish o even accidentally
.«enter that location *

Many fundamenialist Chris-
tians belicve that threé important
events have 1o occur in the Holy
Land before the Second Commg
of Jesus Christ. One is that Israel
must again- become a Jewish
-second- that - .
must be a Jewish city and third

that a temple must be built on the

Temple Mount. Two of those
three events have 1aken. place.

Jews themsclves are divided on

the matter of the Jewish state and

the buflding of a temple. Some

ultraorthodox Jews do not even
»' ’ .

Jerusalem-

e




recognize the state of Israel and
- believe it should not be a nation™

till the Messiah appears.
On_ the other hand, the Jewish
dream ‘of centuries begux to be

_ fujfilled when Jews _began_to

resetile in the Holy Land. By

1948 the Jewish state of lsvacl
" had been decldred a nation. Many

Bible students viewed this as a
fulfiliment of prophecy. Then in

1967, when lIsrael-occupied all of

Jerusalem, .the West Bank terri-

“tory and the Golan Heighits,
many felt the prophesied time of -

the end was at hand.

It seemed 10 some that very
soon the Jews would take over the
Temple Mount, offer animal sac-
rifices and construct the long-
awaited temple.

But time has passed and a tem-

ple does not seem to be forthcom-
ing. Many questions yet remain
to be answered: Would the Dome
of the Rock have to be torn down
te construct a Jewish temple? Is

= the site of the Dome of the Rock

even the site of the first and sec-

~ ong Jewish Temples? Is a temple

necessary to - offer sacnﬁces"’
Could ‘worship services be con-
ducn:d on_the Temple Mount
apast. ast. from a tempie?

These and vther questions are
being given cargful consideration.
The Jewish high court im 1983
- decided that the Temple Mount
was indeed a holy site for Jews.
They also devlared 1hat Jews have
“righds of access and worship on
the Temple Mount However, the
pohiscal situation in Jerusalem is
so delicdle that no move has yet®
been made 1o attempt Jewish

.~ worship atop the Mount

For a number of \ears now,
cerfain Jens have been undergo-
ing preparation and edocation for
Temple Mouni >ervice. should
that become a reahty. A 1S-year
training program of priests at

~ Yeshivah Artcret Hacohanim is
preparing priests for temple ser-

~ take place in Euro

- muah. Other prophecies about §

ner groups cre studying
iy ritual agd ke mansfac-
wre of priestiy garments.

. From the.exaxepld during
days of Zerubbabel, it seems ewi-
dernt that Mgligious worship ser-
vices a'd aacn‘iﬂ%* altar could
{ no temple is
¢ support.,

t for a tempie..
¢ Temple Mournt

%'cw-a ogica: studies hate ied

sume 10 believe 1hal the sitewof

the Hci‘) of Hichies was oot where

the Dome of the Rock ¢s situated,
but more than 100 yards to the’
norih If so, a Jewish stricture

could be built witheut desiroying

Prophecy will "be tuifited

UL n all. it makes for a greal
deal of ppecuiation. Some scoff at
biblwcal prophecy Othrers ook
eagerfy for events to fulhli a1,
There 18 no doubt that some of
the prophecies shat Jooked fore’
wasd from.the Babyionian captiv-
ity were fulhiled. at lcast in type,
in the days of kEzra and Neh

tempie wiil not be fulfilied

God’s Kingdom 3 established.

But - many Bible prophecies )
periain’ to events that will soon
3 and the’
Middle East befure “the end of .

for a swabogw- :

the Mushm holy. .place, *f‘!he
political probi ierms coul id be
worked cul. -

’

this age Certainly we shouid be - v

aware of events in the Middle ™
East and in Jerusalem We will,
soon se¢ the establishment of
God's peacefui government “on
the earth! ~ :

Events brought about by
people are not hecessary to fulfifl
prophecy God wmill inspire those
events He has prophesied. We'll
wait and watch with interest te
sec what happens in the coming
months and vears.

_For mfore nformation on this
critical region and coming events
there, send for our frée, !mojs*el
The Middle East in Prc}pheu A
Just use the hterature request
envelope 1n this issue or write 1o
our address nearest you. O

r
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H

hat events and

trends in the world

- ., ¥ Vare of most signifi-

S cance as we approach “the

’ ~ end of the age™ --

the end of 6,000

. . yvears of human

] .. misrule, and the

1 *  dawning - of the §
. world tomorrow?

Mos! importantiy

for the purpuses of

~ this article, which

. News sources are

. most beneficial and

L2~ -+ reliable in the job-we

t/ © - all have of wulching

‘ : "world events (l.uke

L -21:3637 What's the

best wdy tojudge the

. value of & newspa-

A per? And what 1s the

| ' overdll appruach of

i the news media m.ana]\;mg
. current events? :

B The correct perspeclive

e oo v Fupst oof -all, owhen- swd}ing/-

world events ffom the viewpoint
of Bible pruphevy -one must know

«  “‘what 10 lock for We have not
‘ - been left without guideposts in
1 thifvital arca

- .

The 24th chapier of Matthew
constilutes one of the most

[ . : . How can you-get a better
. - o - grasp of this fast:paced world Of ours? "~ .,

18 Fhe GOOD NEWS -

-

4 L4
important prophetic ‘passages in
the New Testament. This chapter |
details the signs of Jesus Christ’s
Second Coming and thé end of
this age.

Hallmarks of the end time. we
have been taught. will bc,‘re]L~ .
wom decepuion (verscs 4-5711).

“wars and rumors of wars™ (verse

6). famines. pestilences. earth-
qua*s: {verse 7) and religious
persecution and martyrdom for
\wnc (verse 9). Through 1t all,
mc rue Gospel of God wall be
pwdaimed with ever-
ncreasinag power tll —
betore the end — 1t
wiil have a powerful
Cimpact upon all nations
lverse 14) ’

I addition to focus-
. 1ng our attenyon op the
broad outline of Mat- .
thew 24, wg need to
krcp a sharp eye on
events'in Eyrope. lead-
ng up w 1hc final, 10~
fation revival of the’
Roman bEmpire. The
"Muddle bast also mer-

IS CunliNUVUS NEews
monuoring, especiaily
the growth of reﬂugmus
. radicalism.

) Pﬂummcimg morals |
_in the Western world. the decay
of family hife. gnvironmeatal
destruction and the threat of a-
global economic catastrophe show
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we are near the end of hunfarnity’s

- profligate ways.

We need not go into detail at
this poir corcc"‘""g' these
rrophesied end-time cordmons.
The*Pigin Truth magazine con-
tinually devotes considerabie
spece 10 these very trends. (3 you
are not already a reader of The

. Piag_p Trti, you may have a free
subscription by writing 10 our
address nearcst yqu. Sce the
inside front cover for a list.)

identity of America, Britain

There is another extremely
important .area that opens our
eyes to what to look for. This key
’s the national identity of the

United States, the-British people .

and the - democracies of north-
.westefn “Earope. These nations
are, in the main. the descendants
of the ancient House of Israel —
the so-called -“‘lost 10 tribes.”
(Write: for our free book The
United “Siates and Britain in.
Prophecy for more information.) ®

The modern-day self-appointed
“shepherds of Israel” (Ezckiel
34:2) do not understand this vital
key to prophecy. or they simply
dismiss it. They have not “sought
what was lost™ {verse 4).

This understaniding is_so vital
in comprehending world events
that without it one is left prophet-

. ically rudderless. ‘

Equipped with this under-
standing, we can readily grasp the
porient bebind one of the single
most significant trends in the

world over the past twp decades

—~ the 'decline of British and
Amcrican power and.the corre-
_sponding. rise ia the military
might of the Soviet Union.

This major trend affects nearly
everylifinp~in the world today,
-from the changed power, relation-
ships in the Middic East to the
need for Europe_to unite.

Approach of news media .

No' news ,analysts, aside from
* those 1A the true Church of Geod,

are going lo lock at the world
from the above perspectives of
Bible prophecy.

S

But some analysts.are definite-

ly better than others in helping us
watch world events. Such analysts

* - .

- belong to what kas been called
-"the realistic school of internation-
ai relations. ! !
Gererally speaking, realists
iook at the world the way it reaily

is. They are not blinded to poiiti-.

cat and moral évils in this world.
They can plainly see the various
power struggles. among the
nations, the principal one being
the East-West- conflict centered
in Moscow and Washington.

- They believe that major powess
acl the way they do because of
histogical precedence and naticnal
»haxacuer and are aot iikely to

“change their spots’ and moder-
ate their policies.

Realists understand that in the
world — which the Bible reveals
is not G
the influence of Satan (Revela-
tion [12:9, Il Corinthians 4:4) —
lofty. abstract principles such as
“social justice’” and “human
rights™ are unattainable, even if
all people and nations, knew what
‘these concepts ‘really meant. To
the realist, the lesser evil is pref-
erable 10 some bhuman-defined,
absolute “good.”

The second broad approach
toward the world and society, tak-
en by many political leaders”and
the majority of news analysts of
the popular press of the Western
world, is the idealistic, also called
the wiupian or liberal, approach.

Basically speaking’ the idealis-
tic school holds that human
pature is inbherently good and has

infinite -malleability: Those hold- -

ing to this approach believe.man
has the power to make society
DHetter and betler according to
‘constantly changing (supposcdly
) lmprovmgb human standards.

Regarding the moral basis of .

society, the idealistic or liberal
school rests on a shifting ground
of no absolutes. The results of
this “enlightened™ approach, cut
off from biblically based or
influenced tradition, are all too

obvious: the New Morality, living ™

together, feminism, gay. righls
- and the drive 10 “unisex” society

— even the Bible.

'Chooainq a newspaper

In general, the news media of
the Western, worid hold marked

s, world but lies under

Jproblem.

liberal views, in almost reverse
proporiion o the public at large.

Knowing the two broad ap-
proaches (o0 current evenis analy-
sis should help us better select
i’rom the news sources avaiiabie
0 u

Fof some Christians, thas is
rather difficuly especially if they
live in more clgsed sogieties. In

" thesé instances, choices of news’

Sources are limited. Newspapers,
radio and ielevision are often
either governmeni conirclled or
heavily supervised to reflect offi-
cial government positions. L

In pluralistic Western socie-
ties, on the other hand, a wider
selection of newspapers, maga-’
zines and electronic media is

" available®

In Bfitain and other countries
in Europe, entire newspapers gen-
erally reflect a certain philosophy.
* The Daily Telegraph. for exam-
ple, an excellent news. sour
the Church's News Bureaw is
conservative in tone, 1n both pre-
sentation of news and commen-

tary. The, Guardiar, on the other

band, reflects a definite left-of-
center viewpoint. ’
LTl:l: Times of London 1s in'the
middie of the road, politically.
The Times is. regarded as the
best-written. most informative
newspaper- in the English ilan-
guage. ,
Throughou! Eum@e another
excellent néws source is the fnter-
‘national Herald Tribune, am
American- stylc newspaper jointly

operated by ‘The New York.

Times and The Wa.siungmn
- Poss. ; .

b

For their own experience, ,

people in the United States
should scan copies of’ the Times
of London or the Daily Tele-
graph in their ncarest big-city
library, if for no other reason than
to realiz€ what they are missing
on a daiiy basis in their newspa-

pers. Reading the Times cach day

is an education.

Chmsmg a newspaper in the
United States presents more of 2
With the exception of
the relauvc‘iy new US4 Today (a

bit shaliow on in-depth analysis of

international news), the United
States does not have national
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newspapers ‘as does Britain. Two
" specialized newspapers, however,
enjoy national circulation. :

The business-oriented Wail
Street Journai now has the
largest circulation of any ‘Ameri-
can newspaper. Day in and day
out, its editorial pages contain
some of the most sound-minded
analyses. of the news.

The small-circulation Chris- -

.tian Science -Moniior presents
perhapy, the greatest scope of
international news of any daily
U.S. newspaper. .

- The highly informative (but
editorially liberal} New York
Times is steadily expanding, its
circulation nationwide.

Americans who do not regular-

Iy read the above sources are him-
ited to local or regional newspa-
pers. And far fewer of them exist
now than before the advent of
television. Teievision and nightly
television news have all but
destroyed the afternoon -newspa-
per in America. Many cities are
NOW One-NCWsSpPaper 1owns.

7 When a choice between twoe or
more newspapers is availabie, the
primre consideration in deciding
which paper to subscribe to
should revolve around the stable
of colummists who appear on the
newspaper's editorial-opinion
pages. Newspapers of the same
size will vary little. in general,

concerning the hard news of the,

da). The difference in a newspa-..
per’s relative worth will usually

" show up on the opinion page. In
this regard onc should note how
many syndicated realist colum-
nists appear regularly.

‘Who are. some journalists of
the realist sohmi? Hcrg are a few
notable mames in the United
States to watch for: William
Sahire, George F. Will, Evans and
Novak, Patrick J. Buchanan,
“James }. Kailparick, Norman
-Podhoretz, Phyllis Schlafly and
Georgic Ann Geyer

Onc may not always agree with

everything these journalisis write:
but more often than not they
present topics worth reading.

Beneficial magazines
It also helps, budget permit-
ting, to rcad 8 woekly newsmaga-

20 The GOOD NEWS:.
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" zine in 2ddition 10 a newspa

"helpfui,

- PEWSMAGAZINES.

per.

The magazine US. News &
Worid Report has always pro-
vided the News. Bureau with
important information every

week. U.S.. News concentrates on

essential facts. and figures, with
readily understandable
charts and grﬁphs

Regarding Time and News-

week, personal preference is the

key. These magazines are most

" helpful in covering major stories
in depth. The overall slant, of

course, remains American and
liberal. especially in Time.
Unfamiliar to many Americans
but respected around the world is
Britain's Ecoromist, probably the
mast comprehensivé newsweekly
published anywhere, usually-con-
taimni important news items that
escape’ American cyes. r
Business Week is another fine
publication with a good “Interna-
tional Outlock™ section on world

- affairs and excellent occasional

in-depth reports. However, as a
business magazine, it ranks below
the forimightly Fortune.

A leading journal of opinion
today is The New Republic,
which is published weckly. It
often coniains Mpught-provoking
articles on a wide range of politi-
cal and social affairs topics, repre-
senting a fairly broad viewpoint.

Another supplemental news

sowrce worth mentioning is Com-
mentary. a monthly published by
the American Jewish Commitiee.
Commeniary is onc of the most
influential journals.in America.

The forinightly Nationa! Re-
view, while ¢gsentially political in
tone, often has articles of broad
sacial sighificance.

A person may not wish (o sub-
scribe ‘to any of the magazines
mentioned above. But one should
at least scan jhem, as well as the
selection of othier newspapers and

periodicals available at libraries, |

One mnghl come across other
informative English-language’
such as AMa-
clean’s from Canada, The Bulle-

tin from Australia and Asigweek

from Hong Kong (which covers
the whole gamut of Asian’
affairs).
An excelient source covering
£

M

‘cious

events in Eurcpe,
Common Marke! couniries. is
Europe. 1t is pubdlished every
other’ month by the Eurgpean
Economic Cemmum&) Cpmuus—
sion’s office in Washington, D
Similar magazines are av&hofré'/
all member countries of the Com-
mon Market.

Also take a2 lock at World

23

especially the

' Press Review., @ supplemenial

American mews source that
reprints news arsicles and edilo-
rials from the imernational press,
representing & wide spectrum of
wewwmls

Why not make a trip to the
ltbrary 2 monthly or semu'momhw
habit?

Remember that time is' pre-
we are counseled to “re-
deem™ it (Ephesians 3:16). Doa’t
waste lime on the scandal tabloids
sold in grocery stores, nor onr
most of the many popular person-
ality magazines {People 1s proba-
bly the best of lhe genera]ﬂy poor
fo1). -

.

.Have sound-minded approach

One last aréa needs 1o be
addressed, specifically because it

affects a few members of God's-

Church: This is the fascination
with theories that purpart to

explain world events as a grand —

‘conspiracy.
There are variants of the con-

. spiracy theory of history. but they

nearly alk revolve argund an elite
cabal of bankers, financiers and
wealthy Capitalists who are said to
be manipulating evedis interna-
uonaﬂly with the ggal of subjugat-
ing the United Stfles and West-
ern nauons to the control of a
totalitarian, one-world govern-
ment. The conspirators, it is
claimed, not only mamipulate
Western-world leaders like pup-
pets, but secretly control the gov-.
ernments of the Sowiet Union and
mainiand China.

Conspiracy théory literature is,
in general, very negaluvc accusa-
tory and often anti-Szmitic.

There is undeniable evidence

of similarity of thinking - nierna-

tionalist, moderately lefi of cen--

ter) on the part of the majority of
members of certain organizations
often accused of being part of the

4
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copaptrney, such as the Council
on Forelpn Rolations nnd the Tl
laternl Commisalon.

Yot the fuct that such organi="

zations oxbst nmd that tho view-
polnt of most of thelr menibers is
v il doos not taell prove delib-
orate,: enleulated  consplratorial
Intent.
i\nnwinp. the fruits of tje lgsh
Stcontentions, joalousios) out-
l)m" i of wrath, sollish ambitions,
dissonsions, heresdgn” (Gulatinns
5:20) it in illogical to Boliova
that the alleged conspivators
Could pursue such a unified,-sin-,
ple-minded courne of action toy,
any fength of time,” 2
Amernici and Brituin are poing
down enot because of the willful

“glavision cun be un Informa-
~tive supplemeont to your
fowi dlot, providiyg that the
owscunts nre selected properly,

| Unfortunately, however, many
le waste hours cach day ook

t what they think is nows, und

faraly, wWatch those nowscasts and
0!‘ progrss that could reully

is especinlly wue In the
titos, because of the over-
dominanee of the medium of
giorelul television, -
Waon plty that Amorlcuns can-
t view Britain's high-quallty
" news or sloilar Hrst-class,
sotmmercial nowsousts in uthcr
of the woyld,

e United Stutes, the most
jorthwhile regularly scheduled
mmercinl newscosts on world

nativnul atfairs uvo the nightly
thinute (actunlly 22 minutes of
s plus the commercivls and
tfon’ breaks) ABC, CBS and
L network programs,

iny - ureas 18 tie

muchination of vnsesn manipulae

tors but lor n compendiym ol

national sins spolled out in Isalah
1:4-6: “Aluas, sinful nation, a
poople laden with iniguity, o

“brood of evildoers, children who

are corrupters!, Thoy have forsak.
on the 1ord, they have provoked
to anger the Holy Onoe of lsruel,
they have turned away buck

~ward, ... The whole head [pov-
ornment} Iy slek, and the whole

heart [national morale and moral-
fty] tuints. From the sole of the
foot even (o the head' [meaning
tho entire society and all iy come
onents], there is no soundnouss in
!l. but wounds and bruises and
putrefying sores,"”

For 51 years, the pugos ol The

whose prime thime nowsousts are
helpful,

Thore ure, In uddmon. supplo-
mental tolevislon programs of val-
ue, such as Public Telovision’s
MacNell/Lehrer\ Newshour as’
woll as speclally keheduled pro-
grams, In these coses, lot the J'V
CGuide be your guide.

Be oautious, however, of the
newpcasts in your aren. They cun
be time wasters. All stov ofton a
local newscust is only enteytuin-

—ment disgulsed ns newsl

‘Local newscnsts, such as the §
to 6 o'clock or 6 10 7 o'clock “news
hours' are big business in Ameri-
cu, gencrating from u third to a
half of o televislyn nlullonn
income. )

The rutings wars between the
channels during these time slots
aro tierce. To stuy ut the top of the
market, o siation will do anything
to make {ts Jocul *news" juipier:
scanduls, exposés - anything to
hwk the unwury viewer. .

-~ Worst_of all, the onwereen

Plain Truth have pinpointed

humanity’s problems w being o -

“divect rosult of slu and lack of the
knowledge of God und s laws
(Hosen 4:1), The English-spouk-
ing world is sullering the national
ourses of disobedionce (Leviticus
26, Deutoronomy 28).

Lot's kcop a soundaginded
appronch (11 Timothy 1:7). And
lot's never think that we are privy
e information lmportant to salva.
tion beyond what (iod hay
roveulod to His Church through
Hin choson apostle,

In this wiy, and by uslng¥he
stops outlined in this article, Wil
know botter what to look for
and how to look ny prophocy

Cunfolds belore our cyen, 11

competitive that "I'V news oxue
tives, fruntic n thelr neurch f

ndy tulont, resort to high-powersd
comulting agoncios (calied “newa
doctors” In tho trude) who main:
tain thoukunds of vldeumpu of
prospective “‘nows stars."

Are your rnlhmu nlumplnu? li ]

_your present “nows star” gotting &

little wraiy at the temples? Has he'
(or she) lost his (or her) sex
appeul? 3

Go to the “news doctor” und
find u_new “pietty fuce'™

Knowing that this is the way
TV news functions, consentrute of
those newscasts that_ presont world
and nationa! affairs und take locsl

“telovigion vows with u huue doseof . 4

salt.

To ll\ouc who feel lhnl television §
plices them on u starvation nuwn s
dlet, one ramedy might lnvolve the;
purubiue ‘of o relatively inexpons
sive ‘portable shortwave rud
rodeiver, The top-notch BB
World Service from Lundon

etwark news pros

L our Bri(kh

e OrpOrsUIe I‘Fuewn roadery™ §

" b canlly picked l:![) ‘neprly. ev
_where i the worl

mnetlwr
Rudiis
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Understanding opened

I rowlive that your Mujl Provessing
Dopartmont st Pusnden s a gigantiv
opotation and that you receive thousands
of letwrs daily. Novertheless, 1 feel com.
polled to Write i response 10 M Arie
strong's “Personal” in the Qctolfer-
Novaombor lwue of The Good News.

Mr. Arustrong wiole: "Hut first we

~must roach past thele projudicos and

plant, the right xNow1 DG n their con-
sulousness. That requires i BDUCA BON-
AL, ot a rdljgious, program.” How very
true thess words are!

1 had nevor been “roliglogs.” 1 did not
attond chureh or read roligidus Htorature,
nor had 1 over bothered with the Bible.
Although 1 was not actually antagonistic,
1 did feel intenscly put off’ by all the

“sonthmontality, smotionalism pnd hollor
than-thdu uttitudes that worldly churches
portrayed. Religious peopls ayid their talk
used to omburrass mo, hétee | whied
away fromany such situations - until |
discovered my first Plain Truth.* .

| pleked up a copy at a stand in  shial}

Lountry Ml‘pl)l‘l 1n Queohsland, Australia,
At first | was vory wary, eapecting to be
preschied 10, But instead 1 received o
wonderful, exciting surprise. ,

That was less thun one und o half yeurs

- ugo. Recently | became o baptized meom-
ber of Gud's Church. ¥ slmply had to
write and show my upprecistion for the
tremendous sduchtional messagos

, brought to us ﬂlwugh the puges of The

Plain Truth and The Good News, by the
people in God's Church. Had they been
presented in u religious language, | kiow
| wauld never have responded. |,

“Chs ot diffieult to see where God- s -
—working. -can_only hope that this lett,

mny reachs Pluin Truth and Good News
writors responsible for “such inspiring
messages of hope.’ :
' ' Zot Sununers
New Milton, Englund
. v

1 cannot thank you envugh for sending
me the Good News magazine. 1 didn't

realize untib 1 fead it that# was spiri. -

tually starving to death. The warmth of
“the writors comes thfough and they
express themselves so well, | find myself

drawn to rercading The Goud News ‘

my understunding to some of the Illiilll;(

derstonsd wiysteries of the Word of G, 3"

Like wost professing Christiune, 172,
knew vory little concerning the Kinpdemn -~
.. two wriiClos tell it.

of God until ubout 10 years ugo alte®! .

stui ted reuding your publicutions amd ls> !

tening to the World Tomurrow browd;

ume of biblical wpderstunding. Thank
Quod for the truthl

« Duniol Swinders

uikdeiatiund  prayer the way these two
articles descrbicd 16 1 prayed with what |
believed was conmunivation with G,
but I'never uinderstanmd it the way these

Hértha K. Seliridye

i

b . Butler, Pa.
cist, and now T hsve wequired o vast vol- “

o Thunk you, Mr. Varle, for your heipdul

¥ artivle THow to Win Over Worrg.y At
+ some gy in our lives, gl of usfworry
. Hampton, 5.0 (- over one thing or another. 1 we st ful:

- Jow the puints in your article, o can

“Thanks to you, Mr. Armatrodg! 1 "¢ ellininate all worty from our lives

thought | was w veal Chetstlan, until |
started ronding your Plain Trugh und
other litorature about 35 years ago,

My husband ang | were running a
wimall country store A goul custonier
and friond r8eoved the mull 8t vur store”
wid wag' gotting the Plain Truth maga-

.

urticles wre apprected by us ui - the
Chureh. Keep up the good work.
‘ Curolyn {olion
Jucksonville, Fla.

" ’ .y

zing and lot me rewd it. | was shocked, 7 1 thank you for sonding the Giood

too - Hound T wasn't keeping the com.
mandments, T didn't know whit te do. |
was teaching a cluss In Sunday 8choul.
What would the people think of me?
We soon puld out angd moved to town,
Then Listarted keeping the Subbuth. My
husband died {n 1969, after 50 years

together. | quit guing to Sunday services

und have beon trylng to keep the true
Sabbuth holy ever sinco. ‘The Bible says
WO Cun't serve two imasters.

o Pwvsull gesting The Plain Truth and
also The Good News und Youth 85. So
thanks to you, Mr. Arimsrong. God
chose you o open the eyes of the people,
to shuw, us where we have gone wrong,
und you have helped so much to turn us
back 1o Christ, * +

Mry. Roy Charles

N . Bernle, Mo,

December issus

" The Decombor Good Newy hud threo
urticles that really impressed me very
much.

K. Nell Earle's “How to Win Over
‘Worry" will alwyys be close to my mind
. u8 | have been tetribly sick from worry
and his, urticle cured we. | will pray for
him to%eep writing articles liko this. So
‘many people are sick from worry toduy.
This article was wonderful,
“Overcoming Prayer Block” by John
A. Halford was reully very good. 1 am -

News wugnzine, which' 1" just finhed .

roading yestérday. | eu]nrcd‘ the whals -

wagazine, eapeciatly the urticles uﬁupl

praying. | was sure surprised to logen

about the right way t¢ pray, which 1 haid

never beeit shown before. N

. ' Hh!’;nhewnuu, Ind.

! .

Appreciste fres subscriptions®
Please reiew my sdbycription. Lvery

¥

found how to rightly divide the Worll of
dod. There is a big difference between
reuding and studying the Bible.

., Mrs. Carl Nave
- Llzubethton, Tenn.

FEEEEEY

Sl e diigublcd ‘votoran on o fixed -

fistome, so 1 have very little money.
T'here is no way | could have gotten this
valuable magazine without the free
opportunity you have Biven me. I appre-
cigte it 8o much. It has been a gremt
“blessing to me.

"

Reador *

. All our publicgtions, including The *

Goud News, The Plain Truth, Youth 85,
the Amwbussador College Bible Corre-
Mspondence. Course and all our bouvklets

t lppo ull the vontributors on (e Good §
“ News stafl reslize how much’ {hope

Hiner D). Fleck _" “‘fﬁv.v

lgsue iv oxciting to me. | am u housewife, ¢
ahd onjoy reading and studying the Bible. ™t I
Fhoften read the Bible, but now 1 have. /

" 'Waycross, Ga. »

‘ Deanna Bush '
Mount Clare, W.¥a.
. . A ]

’

Your magazisie, along with The Plain
Truth and other  publications of the
Worldwide Church of God, have opened

22 The GOOL{NEWS '
B P
. o

free-lance writer mysell and 1 know what
, writer’s block Is. Most people today don't
:’cully know ht}w to pray or what prayor
8. .
" The Ministudy, “Jesus Teaches Us
How to Pray” was really good: 1 myself
didn’t know how o pray properly or |
L

and reprinis are sent free to all who
“reguiest them. As Jesus Christ sald,
“reely yop have received, freely give
-(Maithew 10:8). 1t is the commission of
God's Church 1o publish the true Gospel

~*in.all the world”as a4 witness 1o all
nations (Mark 1 3:10). )




A W ot bbb s 2 GBSt

Rl

. o
¢ f ta ot

[(MINISTUDY

Why!

T

?

The most direct biblioul pnssugs concerning
water baptism is found in Acts 2:36-41, In his
Aqnspired sermon on the day of. Pentecost, A.D.
31, the upostle Pdter convioted hir listeners (or
{heir ‘part in having put the Messiah, Jesus
Christ, to death. ' :

Scvernl thousand became filled with guilt and
shame. Their spontancous response was, “Moen
ind brothren, what shall we do?" (verse 37).

A very good question. . .
‘When a person comet to recopnize, nsthis,
first-century group did, that he s been living .
contrary to the laws and purposes of his Creator,
what should he do? ¢ \

Notice the inspired answer to that guestion:
“And Peter said to them, ‘Répent, and be bap-
tized every ,one of you in the name ol Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit'*" {yeise
38, Rbvised Standard Version), ’

“Last month's study miade clear the necessity |
of real répentmice for salvation. But the very |\

-

snext step, os stated-in Acts 2:38, is baptism. In

this study, let's look into the Biblé o leayn the
real meaning wnd pulpose of buptism, und why
it is w-required step id God's great master plan
ol sulvation. , ‘ ) »
Theré iy grest confusion in the “religious
waorldabout how baptism should he done. Some
churches sprinkle or pour only I umount”

1 . of water; others prug_g%unpjcge ‘inNaersion,

Wihat does the Bible insttuct regarging this

* commanded practice!?. :

The methad practiced by the majority of pro-
fessing Cliristinn churches today is sprinkling.

o Yot the word sprinkle occurs only a few times

in the New Testameitt, and always in connection
with the blood of Jesus Christ - but never does
i rt\:‘ i to baptism. Popring is also mentjoned
seyeral timgs - but not in regard to baptism.
“ - The worll baptize is not an English word per
se. In transhating the New Testament from
CGireek, into English, the translators left this

ward untranslated. The Greek word is baptizo,
The definition of the word baptize is “im-
merse..’ [t,means “plunge into” gy “put into.” .1t

, does not siean “sprinkle” or “pour.” ‘The Greek

word for™“sprinkie” is rantizo and “pour” is
('ht’%— g“"‘-.u/
Ie
A

Thevetore, sprinkling ai‘fl& pouring 4

e not

Baptism?

- prerson thoroughly™s

forms’ of, baptism. Tnimersion. - - being placed
completely under water - is. Water baptiam-
has groat symbolic’mouning, as we rwill sogn
$00, _

But first, lot's notleg Reveral exmmphes—of
fmmersion ﬂgb;gpgtggxl) i réacor,dcd in the Ncw\

. Testument

1. Whywvas John'the Baptist buptizing in the
river Adhon? John 3:23, . N

Juhn would have needed only u hg;\dt?(ﬁ of
witer to sprinkle or u cuplul to pour - but

* buptizing requires “muck water.” ¢ v !
, 2. Eveir though Jesuw Christ had no sins te
repont of, was He buptized by John, setting an

“exmple for ug to follow? MattheWe 3:13-185, 1
Peter 2:21. How ddes Jesus' baptism prove thiat
He was immersed? Mutthew 3:16. c

Jesus had 1o be put down g QugWater, for
lle “went up Straightway our of the' water"”
(Authdrized Version). It “would have been
“tpasaible for. 1Hm to have come "up ... out”
of u sprivkle vr pour!

3. When Philip baptized the,eunuch, did they

, buth go into the watpr? Acts ﬁ:JH.

There was no feason whatevdr tor Philip to go
into the water, 'except that there was no oter
way he could plunge the eunuch (nto the river.
Had sprinkliig or pouring been & proper meth.
&l of baptismy, Bhilip would, have needed only to
-béndOver and scoup up the water while standing
nex{ to the water. '

The above exumples clearly show Jthat total= |

“immersion in witer was the mpthod practiced
by the Church Jesus fhunded. And that is the
method we gre w practice today!
. But what' is the, purjose u‘buplinm? W hat
does it mean? - : .

The meaning of buptjsm is ﬁriu(ly sybolic.
We geed to upderstang that symbolism to know
why l‘i'n od requires baptisin ol those He calls to
become true Christians. .

‘Watdr buptism itsell has no.mystical or mag-
“leal effects. Its only physical effect is 1o get o

i

Al the Holy: Spirit
given by water baptism. Yot baptism is. com-
manded by God for salvation {Matthew 28:19-
20, Acts 2:38). :
Buptism is simply an outward 'siggn,ul‘ inward
rgpentance. It demonstrates to God ,one's will-
ingness and desire l;) permanently. put away hiy
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{i\v;. Jesus Christ was made alive ang givcn

 His spiritual law of love (Romans 5:5,

ot her"old life of sin iind begin Iwmg a new Hi¢
‘of obedience fo. God./Let’ s.,mukc sure we under-
stand clearly. X ;

‘4. After Jesus was u‘uuhul for uur smga,
what happened to His dead body? I Corinthians
-15:3-4, Romang 8:11',

After lhrc:l sluys and, threc nights /in the

wmortal, spirit life,by God's Spirit. |
réction shows He trivmphed ove
death,

6. s hupft-un symbolic ol one's dedth, burial
and resurrection from a grnvc“? Colossians
2:12-13, Romans 6;3-13.
< Just gs Jedus diat!l for otr siny and was huri;d
our baptism being immersed in a MJLry
“grave” pictures the symbelic death and °
burial of our old sinful life. And ay Jgsus was
resurrected “in ncwrhél' life,” ou'r coping up
out ol the wilers of baptiym iy qymboh' of our
being brought’out of the “grave” to Jive o new
life of obedience to God, free from the guilt of
past:sins und the death pcnult*lhou sing 'huvc
incurred. ¢ :

Buptism, as thoese IXLMS show, pluuu,s the

regyr-
sin und

* death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It

wlso pictujes the death and burial of the sinner
and hiﬁg}sm’rccliuu to bcym living a Christlan
lil'c surrehdered to God -= to walk henceforth.
m niewness of life.” After baptism he reckons

musell’ us dead, so fur fm’l\w Loneerned, but
aliye to Go through s Son Jesus Christ (Ra-
wans 6:1]), A{ﬁ

8. After baptisny and the receipt of God's
loly Spirit (Acts 2:38), dods Jesus Christ bogin
o live within us through His hplrn? Romn
8:9-19, Colussiany 1:27-29.

W's Spirit gives us the spiritual bllbllg’h, a8

- we yield to God, to resist the sinful influencey of

the devil, the world and our carnal natures. *\nd
it imparts to us the faith and love of God to obey
13:10) /=
The apostle Puul said: "I am crucified with
Christ: neverthele live, yet not bul{ hrist .

| +tlivetleTn me:and llu, life which 1 idw live in lht
. Fcah I live by the faith of the Son of God,

oved me,.and gave himsel! for me” (Gahluuns
2:20, AV).
Mater byguxm is snmply an ordmzmu. by
we expresssous faith in Jesus Christ as
ersonal Savior — our ucceptance of His
death, burial’ und resuthection for us. Baptism is
also an_expression \xn repentance from sin

ﬂnd QuUr d("’llr(‘ [¥s} [ﬂt‘\“\! dﬂlﬂrﬂ\l ﬂﬂd hllf\l Qour -

L )

T

«.ummmulmcms as made poss) blc through His
Holy. Spirit.

Finally, baptism sl odr tqtal,. ulwnlulc
surrender to God. Tt mbolima the ‘complete
burial, of the old sinful self ang our bcﬁinning aq
new life surrendgred to the will and authority of ~
Giod. A'h

Huve you ulready been bup(izcd! If 80, was ‘Tt
“done by immersion as God commands? Had you .
really repented? l)ld yop know what repentanye
i8? Did you come to feel dugply broken up ove

~.and thoroughly abhor your) pust way of life

Did you not only feel this ns a deep und very
real_emation, but did:- you thoroughly ugder-
stand that you are to strive to obey the living,
Gad and His Jaw from that duy forward? Iad-
yau really come to Jesus Christ in unconditional

* sufrender, admitting your rebollion against

God's way? Hud you really repented of living by

the stundards of this world? ,

I you were baptized by imitrsion, did you -
fully understund tlml you were being Buricd.
and that,a “new you was 10 emerge from the

* water? e

Did you hitve hands laid upon you, und prayer
given for the receipt of Go J 8 Spirit? (Wc will |
*learn mare about the Hloly Spirit ol (md in ncxt
month's study X

If you did not propcrly fulfilt all the reqwre-

- ments for baptism that we have covered in this
und the. previous study, ther® your baptism | was
not valid in God’s sight! ..

In this brief study we were able to cover only

~«a few major points about water, baptism. For
additionul information, be Sure to request your ”
copy of the {ree booklet All About Water Bap-
tism. Also, dn entire lesson of the Ambassador

Colla.gc Bible (‘orrt.spondcnc.c Course covers

this - nnpor ant subject’ in depth. Be sure do
’.&nrolb in the course luduy, if you ure not alregdy .

a student..

No matter what your previous rehglgus his-
tory and experience mnay have been, you need to
check up on yuurm.lf to see where you stand
with God. 01 .

»

. -

d 1l \\m »«\lhllulllu
'S
uuu limul m

ENROLL IN FREE |
BIBLE COURSE
The short syidy you've
just comploted is a sample
of the stisdy method used
in ¢ach momhly lesson

of the eye-opening

own sfns, vanities and wretchedness,

“odld; sinful life.

yupusm th,.uly shows our realization of our
It is an
outward' m..knowlydgmmt that our. sclhsh vain

ung ginful uh*u.l?muat di¢ 50 that we mi t’ﬂ{u
“ to live.a new hlc~ of \pmtual obedience th God

-which was contrary, to God's way? /|

An\bmumdur College Bible =
Chitrespondepce Course.

You can caroll in this ree
course by writing o the

Good News oftice neurest -

you. See inside front cover

for addressea.
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Sure, there's a better world coming *
in the future, but how .can you stay positive
in this evil age? The Bible wlls! "

By Colin Adair

erroristh! Mugder!

Financial) cses!

Warl”Family break-
ups! Weather upsets! Fam-
ine! Pollution!

Every day, terrifying trage-
dies jump. out at us in startling
headlines from the front pages
of 6ur newspapers, .

" Just hearing the mornidg news’
is enough to muke anyone start
the day gloomy and pessimistic.

Thinking only of today’s diffi-
cult times and the eyen more
traumatic fimes to cojne can lead
us into discouragemiént and de-
spondency. Whijle Jesus Christ
tells us to waich world events
(Luke 21:36), He also expects us
to think and act n a positive man-
ner. We'should not become.over-

whelmed or dismayed by what we -

see happening or what we know iy
proppiesicd to strike the carth, <.
" Paul,. in Colossians 3:15, says,
“And let the peace of God rule in
your lrearts, ‘to which also you
J&%re called in’ onc body; and be

thankful,” . -
God’s peace should reign
S R

&

BY
-

supreme in our hinds. We us

God's people are cdlled to ?m:o.
ho® whom God hys called’and
chogen to be in His Family have

the assurance that,nothing can °

force them to fall prey to Satan,
Considér John 6:37 and 39:
“All that the Father 'gives Me
will come to Me, and the one who
comes to Me | will by no meéans
cast out.. .. This is the will of the

- Father-who-sent Me, that.of all -
.He has given Me I should lose
nothing, Hut should raise it up at

‘the last day.”. , :

. Most people ar¥ in %:mdggc 1o

the uncertainty, fear, Worry and

" anxiety of the times in which we

> live. The Christian is different.

~-Hge has tranquility and peace of

‘mind. Romans 8:15 explains,

}i‘l"\x’ you did not receive the spigjt

of bondage again to fear, but you

—[sonship}-by-which- we-cry-out;
‘Abba, Father.’", e

y

Formuia for a right at

But does God simply tell us to
hiive peace of mind, without tell-
ing us how? No indeed. In Philip-
pians 4:8, Gad gives 0s a formula..

1

N

- ling, -maPMficent.

_that all our loved

received the Spirit -of adoption

Cfaote i Trae: DUNe '
Rl T 1 B

i J

that, if followed, will guarantee
that we stay in a positive frame of
ming: “Finally, brethren, .vhat-
socver things are igue, whatsoever |,
things are honest, whatsocver
things are just, whatsoaver things
are pure, whatsoever things are = -
Novely, whatsoever things are ‘of - .
good cporl;"if) there be any vir-
tue, ind if therd, be any praise,
think| on thege th&lgs" (Autho-
ra'cd ersion).

In other words, God wants us
to focus our minds gof on the
~ negative sidgof this life, butjon - /

the positive. . *

Let's exgrnine this verse
phrase by pArase, noting flomer
oxamples in \gich uren where
Paul said we should direct our

thoughts. / ~ ) -

Focus on truth

“FMvully, brethron, whatsoover.
things are true...”

God's promises are Wue) and
sure. In. Psalms 119:16D reud
that .God’s Word is true in its’
entirety. God .has reveuled the*
purpose of life, that: He is repro-
ducing Himself and desirgg, thag.
every human being enter” His
Family (Romms 8:14-17). )

In spite of the appalling condi- -
tions now prevalent in this world,

God will soon restore health and A '
well-being to hu- ; —
. manity and make

the carth a spark-

gem (Isaiah - 35).

“ i}nallj;; -

It's also true Ty
that humanity's’ $AINES are true, -

greatest enomy —. Whatsoever,:
death — will be ‘hiugs are '
abolished, and g . "

v AN Bonest, .
ones will see God Whatsoever
(I Corinthians -jlung_s are just,
15:26). ‘whatsoever

One of Jesus f
Christ's names, in ‘hmgs are

—That is- what-it™Njrethren, +
truel hatsoever

en’ gpened, and

behdld, & white horse, And He ¢
who sat on him was called -
Faithful and True” .(Rovelation' *
19:11). - L

When we read the Bible we can

March 1985, 26
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. .whatsoever
things ay
Iovely,
whatsoever, =
things are'of+ .

goo

if'th
vir e, and i
.there be any
praise, think
on thesé

thmgs ,’

. marring

know abuolutuiy thgt whdld\'cr
 God ha', promised, He will do,
“because He speaks Xruth and can-
~not® lic (Numbers 23:19).. Thn
should be a great comfort to us.”
There is never-any need to doubt
what God Zays. .
“Whatsoever things are honosx
[or honorabie} . -
Dishonesty. is ceverywhera.
People writt checks knowing that
they wil bounce. - Advcmsmg is
notorious for its exag@erated
claim$ and uumght falsehoods.
Theft has rcdc,lfji into évnry per-
- 8op's ppcket. :
But occasionally, when a little
honuty comes 1o hg,hl -~ when a
“taxi dn,vcr returns
a wateh-left by a
pasdenger, for in-
stunce, or a dry-
cleaning worker
~hands *in‘ money
~ found] in-a pocket
we see u littlé
ﬁ'ghl in thg dark-
ness.. Think whit
report;
tere be any ‘rowd will
when simjlar ex-

. norm,_dot rare
Now let's turn
to* the cother
muamng “af this
phrase — “hunor-
able.” ‘What can
T you think of that

is honorablc’ '
‘Hebrews 13:4 tells -us that the
nion is honorable. If |

think-of the '

you are, married,

. ways you cap honor ybu’r spouse’

and -your marriage by gwmg of

- yourself.*

The Bible tells u$ that anyone

who fears God should be honored ,, will

(Psalm 15:4). - -

The clderly couplé "who have
reared fine children or led lives of
service to others are worthy of
hunor (Proverbs 16:31),'So’is the

character and clings tq high val-
aes. Even the child who strives
diligently' yo master long division
is worthy/of honor. .

Y tilsécver things are

just . ’

In 1hc Bxblc, the word jusl

- 201 GO0D NEWS

.

] rlutgls

. amples will be the -

exceptins. v

'\,

s far more than- fair or L({Ul-
It also refers to rightcous-
ness. God's commandments are
© fust (Romans 712), and are an
_excellent subject for meditftion.
David sﬂj that God's law is per-
fect, suré; right and pure (Pa.nlm
19:7-8), and thwmodg%utlon op it
made him wiser-tHan h

God's commandments reveal. just,
whu.t a righteous and. just, God e
is

on (lod s
justly. We' can
look forward to- displites being
Settled - w‘lly. -.whethier among
natidngor, mdwnduuls, for God

can téad th‘lhoughl‘a and intents

of the heart.

«Notice the attitude of the
world's coming rulér, Jesus
Christ: “His d\pghl is m?lhc fear
of the'Lord, aret' He shall not
juilye by the sign of His eyes,
nor decide’ by tHe hearing of. His |
dars; but with rightcousnesy He

the world tomor- . shall: judgl, the .povr, .md d‘cudc
be llkc B

witl, equity ;for.
the imeek ol the
carth’’ (Isajah

13-4

Under God's
rule, humanity ~
will recejve the
‘- benetits ofzits la-’
bor.- Nu huian .«
government will
ta'lke away that
whuh rightfully
bclunga lo any |
mdwngjual lmag- -
- ine show gwonders
« ful the w‘Md will
be when pveryone -
can- rest assured
that #kis  problem
bg) resolved
wslly

Wﬁdlb()CVCl‘
elhlngh Hre

" pure.

Purny means

that weakens! or pollutess And
whal is the- most impoftant thing *
~.of wll for anydne to kée
.Character. - -

. Déveloping pure character —
the courage and conviétion to find

out what ig right and-the will and

‘teachers. -,
‘,God's-luws and statutes ure' excel- _
" lemt"subjects to think on, for

vlzmgdom. Jcsus .
v L hriste Will rul

pure? :

1

uﬁilﬂ to do what is right, dcslmc
temptations to compromise - iy

the very purpose for which mun

was put on the carth, :

Purc love and friendghip &c’,
hurd tofind in this era of- mL first
* attituden. But we ¢an learn to love
with_purity; without reservation
or deceit. »

“1 Peter 1:22 stutes, “Sincy you
Rave purified youtsouls H‘vaLy-”
mg\ the truth lhrm the Spirit
in, Mncuc 1dwe of . the -brethren,
lpve gne un()lhcr lcrvcmly with a
purg heart.¥

1 Timothy 1:$ reads, "Now the
" plirpost-c ¢ commandmentjs «
love from dpure hedrt.” Keeping-
God’y, commandments leatds to
bmng ‘able to Iove vuth purc
motivey. i

ings are Iovcl '

(mda oreation is the quintes: /
sunu, of “loveliness. e mujesty
df'the Rocky-M ins LI North

Amnaerica, the Alps of | umpg and
New Zealund, the ol
Dt the dpin

of Scan-

dinav Think~of

young man or weman who shows . clarity or freedom-from- anythmg~—~—— _




the spectacularly or sublly beauti-
ful places you have seen, either in
person. or in pictures.

Vlany “of
works and achievements ,can also
be called truly B€utiful. Learn to
admire and cgjoy beauty and
loveliness in art, literature, poe-

try, dress. ornament and music. -

Enjoy what is_lovely ‘npw, antici-
pating the time when God will
make sthe earth a lovely place to
live, a place where beauty Wl” be
pcrfcucd
"W hatsoever things are of
good report.. . .7
Remember

what God- said

Jesus when John

about His So

baplizcd Jca??m 1hc dordan Riv-
er? "And suddenly a voice came
from hcdvun sd)lng ‘This is My
Geploved Son, ip whoti I am well
plcu\Ld MdlIhLv\ 3 17).

W ords of praise and appreciation

" from a parent or respected person

humanity’s- haghcst' '

“hear good reports of His people.

are like music to a son’s or a
daughter’s ears.

» Rejoice when others succeed,
not when they fail. And don’t for-

- get that there’s potential for suc-

cess in all .people. God likes to

He- has planned for everyone to
fécéive a- good reﬁ)rl at Jesus’

“ return if they accept His way.
v~ What else-is. of good report?

The work of God is growing all
over:the world. The true Gospel
of God's Kingdom is reaching
more people now than ever
before, adding hope and happi-

. ness o these people’s lives every

day. That’s dt:ﬁnnr:ly a good

- report.

How cnwuragmg to think of
whdl (md iy accomphishing! .
“1If there be any virtue, and if

‘there be any praise

How often do we count ‘vur
blessings? Do we praise God for

. what 'we have? We may not have
" perfect

health, but we can be
encpuraged| by the strength and
Bupe that others, with even more

ber the|man hhq_com-
plained that he Wgl no
shoes? He changed his

attitude when he/saw -a
man who had noefe\em_\.
"God is'tq be praised o

all He has_done for us.
E";L, "Psalms, for
“instance. They are full of "
words of praise for the’
preat God who r"mde
heaven dnd carth..

Ag a person
thinkg

Phxhppxans 48 ends

- -~

N

' wnh the admonition,
- these things.”

.

Thought leals to action. chll=

" ing upon sinfu} pleasures leads to

sin, but a positive approach to life
feads to succgss.
, David had a positive approach

. toward his battle with Goliath.

He understood what* Proverbs

23:7 explains: “For as he thinks

in his heart, so is he.” David knew
that he could beat the Philistine
giant because he had faith® God
was on his side. He didn’t let neg-
ative thoughts €about’ Golath’s
siz€ and power deter him_ =~

In his match with Goliath,
Daviq‘wu% battling for his physis

© * cal life. Weare.in a simi-

lar battle, but our eternal
life is at stake. .

Satan .would like to

s to

e

have us feel it 1s usciless to

go on. He would i

“Think on )

- think only on thé hope--

N

lessness -of this world. IF
he can gel us inje. a nega-
live frame of .mind, he
Can ‘destroy us! .,
T But (Jog is on our side
with a Ffull arscnal of splrxtual
weapons!

As Chrnslltns we are to be
hghts 1o the world (Matthew
5:14-16). We muslt stand sitive:
about the future and the dlumage
destiny of humankind. A negative
Chnsuan cannot inspire others to

follow God's way.
We-need to keep oyr lhmkmg
positive and work on qualifying
God’s Kingdom with the

fgr
@éurance that the greatest power

in the universe-is behind us, wait-

ying to share His'glory and charac-
. ter for eternity. O L
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PROVE ALL THINGS

g
4
i

Sln -A Matter of
Llfe and Death

“Sm As fun‘” So scrib-

bled the graffiti au-
~thor on a decaying brick
tenement wall deep in the
slums of a large city.

While the clements may
soon wash ‘these words from
the masonry, false belje
about sin, like this one, will
long engrave the minds of mil-
lions of humans everywhere..

. Few people, grafliti artists and

professing Christians alike,
really understand the biblical
doctrine of sin!

This state of spirjtual blmdr\css

- is dangerous, for our Savior Jesus

- Christ gave His life to pay the ’

“penalty for sin.
Surely,

" manded the life of God Himself

ust truly be a matter of life and
death for you and me!

, The basic doctrine

In spite of the supreme lmpor-

anything that de-.

conccptions about the topic is a
nightmare of confusion.

Some believe that there is no
such thing as sin. Otheys feel that
sin is not sin uniess the act in
question “hurts somebody,” or is
against some sort of personal
code. Others include almost any
and everything under the defini-

tiol sin — such as all movies or

even wearing any type 8 clothing
but drab, ail-black fashions out of
the 17th or 18th ccmury Others
divide sin into va.nous categories_ .

-'such as ongmal sin”’ and “mor-

tal” and “venial” sins.
Truly, this su-blcct needs to be
made plain.

The Blblo} t-achlng

When it comes to understand-
ing the subject of sin, the Bible
does indéed devote much time to
this doctrine, and in the plainest
words.

For example. the Bible leaves
no doubt about the definition of
sin_when it_proclaims, “Whoso-

’

long way ‘in dispelling many
myths about sin, such as the
falschoods that gherc is no sin or
that sin is only sin when it “hurts
somebody” or transgresses your
own personal code. It says plainly
that sin is disobedience to God's
faw, period, regardless of inten-
tions, beliefs or personal codes to
the contrary.

But sin in thjs context means .
far more than oply a technical or
in-the-letter violation of one of |
the Ten Commandments. It'
includes, as I Jolin 5:17 states,.
“all unfrighteouéness.” For we
find that Jesus Christ expanded
the law of God to include not only

" transgression in the lctter (how-

ever broadly defined), but also
transgression in the spirit and
intent of the law (Matthcw 5:21-
28).

Thus sin m&udcs not only
wrong actions ‘we commit, ' but

- also the evil attitudes of mind and
thoughts of the heart of every one

of us.

—— G 4 e -

v

- “The usuat teachings

tance of understanding what'sin is |

‘and what it does, the actual bibli-
cal teaching about sin is easy to
state in a few words:

Sin is transgression against the
way of God gs defined by God’s
perfect law. Although the penalty
of sin is death, forgiveness is glad-
ly given by God to those who
repent and accept Jesus Christ as
their Savior ahd continue in
God's way. .

of this world

A]though the biblical xruth .

when fully understood, algo deep-

ly profound), nopetheless the ver-

about sin is e«gﬂy to define (and,

itable hodgepodge of human mis- .

- ever comimitteth sin transgresseth
also the law: for sin is the trans-
gression of theylaw™ (1 John 3 4,
* Authorized' Version).

This statement that sin is the
transgression Of the law goes a

]

.-

__exists not merely to provide
meaningless dos and don'ts for.

- ficial rules in a board game), but -

Smce 'sin is the transgression of
. the law, it is obvious that there.is

no sin without law (Romans 7:7).
God’s law is in force today. That
alone will come as a shdck to
many people.

Yet, the law is not our enemy
but our friend, even though it
defines sims: ““The law s
holy . . . and jus{ and good™
(verse 12)

This is because ‘God's law

God’s amusemerit (like. mere arti-
to reveal and define to humans

what actions and attitudes are
harmful if engaged in. *

- Certainly, when we see how far
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.and how deeply sin can permeate
cach of our lives, we can ‘easily
see how “all have sinned and fall
short of the-glory of God" (Ro-
mans 3:23). -+

And yet, it is vitally 1mportant

to realize much more about this_
" subject of sin. -

o

For example, we must know
that pure temptation, not fol-
lowed by wrong actions or atti-’
tudes or thoughts, is by itself
decidedly not sin. It is plain that
Jesus Christ Himself was
temptcd severely (Matthew 4:1),
.in “all points .. ..as we are” (He-
brews 4:15), and yet, did not sin:
, Therefore we sec that sin comey

" only when! ;he templauon takes -

oot in us -~ “conceives” (James
1:14-15) — &nd brmgs foﬂh lts

evxl resuits.

We must also realize that God

is not the author of such tempta-

tion or its resuliant sin» Rather,

on'the Day of Atonement (Levm-
cus 16).

No discussion of the topic of
sin wouwld 3cratch its surface,
however, without explaining the
most important characteristic of
sin — its penalty. That penalty is

the ultimate — death! “For the '

wages of sin is death” (Romans
" 6:23).
'Such a direct and plam Bible

' moral agency — God has givenus _

- statement may astound those who |

é

-Satan was the first sinner and is .

hence its author (Ezcklcl 28:13- |

15). And humans. in turn, sin
when drawn away by the lusts of
their own nature (James 1:14-15)
or tempted by the unseen but
powerful evil hand of Satan and
his demons (Genesis 3:1-6, Ephc-
sians 6:12). "

. Further, we néed to bc aware

s that sin came into the human race

from Satan, but.through ‘Adam,

the first man. Nonetheless, we -

are all guilty of our own sins and

not, instgad, born with the sin of - -

" Adam staining us (as the teachers

' »belongs in le distinct

of the false doctrine of “original
sin” ‘would have usabchcvc) For,

as thc apostle Paul wrote, “As by

one ‘man sin entered into the

_world, and death by sin; and so.

death 'passed upon all men, for
that all have smned" (Ron)a.ns
5:12, AV).

Hence, the blame for’ sm

Truly, this import
one taught by the symbobsm of
the two goats in the sacrificial
ritual performed by ancient Israel

cling to the false belief in the
immortality of the soul and who
‘would think that the penalty
would be to burn forever in hell

fire, but.God’s plain and direct !

statement cannot be gainsayed *
. nor doubted. “The wages of sin is
death)’t

And notice that the wages is

the same - for -all sin, great’ and .

smaii. God does not categorize sin
spiritually scalling some ‘*mortal”
and "ythers “wenial.” All sin is
morlal in the sense that it gener-
ates \phe death penalty if unre-
{)em d of.

be handled in this spacc a.nd must

await the discussion of thc\doc& Lo

trine of justification.

With all that has been fmd
about sin, one question still’
remasins: Why ddes God. allow
sin?

The answer is th t sin is a nat-
ural possibility arising out of the
freedom of choice -— the free

umans. - . .
Since we have freedom to

choose, we have freedom to sin.

And we must have freedom to

choose if we arg to build the char- * *

acter God wants to build in us,
since character is by definition
the choosing of right over evil.

¢

Koy verses .

Since the topi¢'ef sin is so vi.ml‘
to the understanding of .the Bible,

it'is good to remember a few key -

yerses on the subject. Here are

“some:

That is not 6 say that somc sin

.xs not more morally depraved

than other sin, or involves more
chgracter destruction, or incurs
greatet bad results here on carth
now. But the spiritual penalty for

all sin — the spiritual death pen- -

alty — is equal in every case of
sin. - »

Yct the wages of 'sin "arc not
only death, but include the, suf-
fering that such sin may bring in
this life, such as™ broken mar-
riages, wars and every other type
of suffering, and the alienation
and cutting off of the sinner from
the living, eternal God (lsaiah
59:1-2).

Certainly, we who have all
sinned and thercfore, stand in
jeopardy of suffering alicnation
from God and 'ultimate death,
need an escape from and ah;:c;‘g&
tion and antidote to ‘this ible
enemy of sin, :Thankfully, we
have it, through Jesus Christ our
Lord (Romans 7:13-25). "

But the details of this escape
from and anhdolc t’o sin cannot

1 John 3:4 says sin is the trans--
gression” of God's law. Romans
_ 6:23 shows that the penaity of sin
Cis death. Isaiah 59:1-2 shows that
sin cuts qne off from Gad.
Romans 3:23 states that all have
sinned, I John 1:9 shows that God
is faithful to forgive our sins
when we repent of them.

This subject of sin is too
important to lie misuanderstood in ¢

. the minds pF thoseWrﬁ' God ™

.

would’ call to salvati Sin is
" transgressian against the way of
God as ~defined by His perfect
law. Although the penalty of sin
is death, forgiveness is gladly giv-
en by God to those who repent —
turn from sinning — and who

accept Jesus Christ s their per- -

sonal Savior and dedicate their
lives to living God's way. obeymg
His pcrfect law.

- Yes, sin may be “fun™ for a

" while, but its penally is anything

but fun — death! Yet we who can
learn what sin is, and who repent
of it bitterly, can rely upon the
merciful forgiveness of the great
God who yearns 1o give us His

Kingdom and ecternal life O

,>‘ B : .I\“
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- * You DO Have Talent!

the Resurrection?

Here i is clear proof from the Blble, mclndmg
qus mstmcuons to His Church on the sub)ect.

B ‘:'-.: K Insnde Bible Prophecy

Somet!mes menacing, sometimes sublime, yet always vmd
and arresting, Bible prophecy speaks across the ages. '

| Re What Was Jesus Likeas a Human ?

" If your idea of Jesus the human being is the traditional
~ ‘portrait — an effeminate, unappealing, rather pitiful
creature — ‘brace yourself for a pleasant shock.

o“Hallowed Be Your Name”

- God devotes a . wbolt commandment of the Ten

Commandments just to protecting and glorifying Hls
- ngme. Why is HlS name so significant?

EY

Do you feel uncreative, workworn, bored with yourself? .
Here’s how to start developing the talents you have
in o:dex to enjoy a8 more fulﬁllmg life.

| ',',‘ ’Does Easter Com;memorate \ SR
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