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How Your F 1nanc:1al Fiture
Is Determmed

3

ome, of our rcaders of .

The Good News are
unemployed. right now.
Others may be in danger of
1 sing their jobs.
And yet employers are even

\mow hiring many thousands

very month. Someone must
zplace those who retire, quit,
die or are fired. Of course,
ngw jobs constantly open as
bgsineé',scs expand, cammuni-

ties grow, buildings are built

and people buy-more goods.
Who will obtain these jobs

Bepends on certain basic, unseen

laws. There are dehnite economic

¢ laws that constantly regulate eto-

nomic conditions.
I remember vividly the sudden,

then a publishers’ representa-

‘n%z-dwc depression of 1920, |

tive in Chicago. lil. I was a mem- -,

ber of the Chicago Association of
Commerce,
tising Club diyision.

In carly January that year, at
the regulay. midweek Association
of Commgrce luncheon in the
Cameo Room of the Morrison
Hotel, the noted business ana.gyst
Rgger Babson was the speaker. -

er warned the businessmen of

. Chicago that within less than a

year ‘we-were goiag to crash inte
the most drastic economic depres-
siont-our gencration had seen.

1 noticed some important bank-

.ers_and security brokers smile
Knowingly in disagreement. They

were sure that Mr. Babson was

.nomic tragedy,”

through' its Adver- , .quotations —

wrong. A year later Mr. Babson
was again the speaker at the same
association luncheon.

“1 saw some of 'you busmess-
men smile, a year ago, when |
warned you of?'thc coming eco-
he said. “Now
let me tel! you wHy I knew what
was coming. and you didn't

~

ly work in the experiences of
many people whom | have known
personally. | have experienced
their relentless working in my
own life!

I 'had to learn this lesson the

" hard way, myself!

“When you want to know the.

temperature in the room, now,
you look at the thermometer on
the wall. But if you want 1o know
what the temperature will be, an
hour or two from now, the ther-
mometerican't tell you. You go

" down to the boiler room, or con-
‘sult the LL.S. weather prophet.
k 1o the factors that’

“You |
deterrune conditions. not the
thcrmomé{cr that records condi-
tion§ after Zthey have occurred.
You gentiemen looked at charts
of qurrent

the stock market
the thermometers
on the wall. Bul.” he continued,
“there are 1 aws that govern eco-

car loadings.

nomic condujond. These laws are
the factors whieh determing what
conditions wiil bev.a few months

y are the

or a year from now:

. CAUSES.

Yes. and your own persomzl
economic future 1s determined by

definite 1aws! Very few reéalize

that. the eternal Creator set in
motion invisible yet inexorable
Laws. which regulate pchonal
ﬁndnu‘ﬁ cunditions!

In ty 50 years ih God's minis-

“ry,c ha,ve seen these laws dctual-

- . [ S—

N

bustness activity, at -
.bank clearings, records of freight

I have often mentioned on' the
air and in articles how God struck
me down, not- physncally. bui eco-
nomically, to bring me to Him.

That very depression of 1920
destroyed my business in which |
was making the equivalent of
$175.000 a year in {oday's money.
Everything } touched turned, nor
to gold, like King Midas, but to
loss of and lack of money. It was
in poverty and hunger that God
actually conquered me, and
turned me to Him, giving my life
to Him, more than 50 years ago.

But“ever after conversion —
even after my ordination as a
minister of Jesus Christ in 1931

_~— our family was still en the eco-

—

. learrted

nomic rocks. I had begun to learn
something about God's faw of
tithing as a Bible doctrine. I had
studied it in the Bibie. 1 had-
seen PRUVED — that
this lawwwas still in etfect.

Yet, in those early years, it

. didn’t seem to apply 1o me. | had

seen it as a doctrine 10 accept as
true — not as a LAw that [, per-
sonally, must OBEY’ :
How many of you are rlght.
now hke § was then? )
JFor a few months | had been
receiving a salary of $20 per week

~ as a minister, holding evangelistic

((‘onf‘muedlun page 24}
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Does Easter
Commemorate
the Resurrectlonp

N

Jesus Christ dzd not rise on Easter Sunday’
Here is an article explaining what 1.

s

Christ did command His Church to, observe! - |

N . P
By Herbert W. Armstrong:
i . ISP
ave you ever really nights”” 'How canlyon figure 72 %}%ghtly changed Enghs’h spclhng
stopped to consider hours _between so—;:a}led ““Good ) the name of the an@cnt Assyr-
why you believe the Friday™ at sunset: aﬂd Easter ':, Tian godidcss Ishtar. As Hislop
. Y ya morning’? Yow Witl ; wamv to "\:‘lays in Tﬁe Two Bab}lon.s Eas-
things you believe? . : )

Where did you learn the
custom of observing Easter?
*“I learned it from childhood,”
you reply. Of course you learned
*it from childhood! But where did
the custom really originate?
You have supposed it was part . -
of the true Christian religion to
observe - Easter, Good Friday,
" Lent and” Holy Week, to haveg”
. colored Easter cggs. to dress up
* and go to church Easter Sunday -
Yes, you have-supposed the Bible
taught these customs.
But where did God ever com-
mand you {0 keep any of them?

" The meaning ot Edster

-From a child you have been led
to believe fhat” Easter signified -
the resurréction of Jesus Christ.
For 1.600 years the Weslern
" world has been taught that Jesus
rose from the dead on Sundd)
morning. . o
§ These are merely some of the  know when Jesus did rise from  ter “bears its Chaldean origin on
Sfables that the apostle Paul never  the dead, so write for opr booklet  its very forehead. Easter is noth-
§ldughl Christ did not rise Easter The Resurrection Was Not on ing ¢lse than Astarte. one of the

* Sunday. He said He would be in _ Sunday. It's free forsthe asking. titles of Beltis, the queen of heav- ~

the graves “three days and three The name Easter is rherely a - en, whose name, as pronounced

L~

2 The GOOD NEWS




% century, says:

‘.

““who have- in

- Ca,

by the people of Ni_néveh‘ was,

evidently identital with that now
in common use” (page 103).

Easter, accorch‘pg to (Nebslcr s
dictionary, comes from the nam
of the_old Teuton goddess o
spring. “You probably never wcrc
taught that, were you?

*But 1f Baster came from a
pagan origin, where did we get
“Lent? F ¢

Nox from the true Church! For
Cassianus, who wrote in the fifth
“It ought to be
known that .the observance of the

" forty days (Lemt) had no exis-

tence, so long as the perfection of
that pnmmve Church remained

.
) mv1olatc

Jesus never observed Lent, nor
dld the apostles.

**The 40 ddys’ abstmence of

Leht was directly borrowed frém

" the worshippers of the Babylopish
: gaddess Sucha Lent of‘40 days;- -
‘in the spring of the year” s still .

observed by the Yezidis or ‘pagan -

" devil-worshippery of Koordistan;,
icmcd it froin their *

early masters. the Babylonians”
{from, Hislop sJhe Two ‘ba.b’y—'
fons, pages 104-105).

Lent cagie from the ancient

* “heathen sun-worship, not =from

Jesus Christ. The same s true of',
‘the use of hqt cross bugs, of dyed’
eggs and the Easter sunrise ser-

vices. You will want fo learn-
. ma more facts about thcsc
pagah customs that can't be-
inghrded in this shop{ article.

Write for our free booklet The
Plain Tryth About Easter, which
explains these -and aoasny more
facts you surely need to know.

“'A-posllos obseived Passover

.

Instead of obscrvmg the cus-.
toms of the churches of our day,
the'original inspired Church of
God. under the guiddnce, of the
apostles, observcd the Passover as

Jesus commanded <on the eve
bcforc His dcdlh‘ the writ-
ers s of the Encyclopedia Britanni-

P1th edition, realized that
when wrniung their arucle “Eas-
ter”: “"Ther¢ is no indication of
the observanceof the Easter festi
val in the New Testament. or in

_the writings of the Apostolic.

Fathers. . . . The first Christians

v

-l
Wwas 1o be kept on Sunday. and on-

coniinued thg observance of the
Jewish [lhat is, God’s] festivals,
though in a new spirit: as com-

rations. of events whlch
those festivals had foreshadow
(page 828). ..

Yes, the true, original Churph
kept the Passover annus{isy when

God commanded.

It was years later, after the
death of the apostles,*after many
gentiles had made a profession of
faith, that we find the observance
of Easter beginning.

The gentiles bcgan obscrvmg
the day on Sunday, rather than on
the eve of the 14th day of God's

s
L] v
oughly’ documented in our free
booklet The Plain Truth About
Easter, was prophesied by Jesus
and the apostles. They did not tell
of a widespread, popular growth
of the true New Testamént
Church, but of A FALLING AWAY
FROM THE TRUTH on the part of
the great ‘majority. :
Prophesying of thls\dmversal
FALLING AWAY from the faith
that Jesus delivered for you and
me to keep. Paul wrote the Thes-
salonians, “The mystery of inig-
wity doth already work™ (il Thes-
salonians 2:7, Authorized Ver-

* sion) — only some 30 years after

first mfonth, when Jesus always -

kept the Passover, setting ais an
-example. A controver then
.arost tween these gentiles, who

were bringing pagan customs into
the Western thurches, begmnmg
at Rome, and those, who still

" remained faithful to the mstrugn

tions of Jesus and the apostles.
Here is
r that you have

into the churchcs

*“Polycarp. the' disciple ONOh,n'

the Evangelist, and’ bishop “of
Smyrna, visited Rome in. 159 to
confex with AmiCetus. the bishop
of ‘that see. on the subject, and
urged the Jradujon which he had
received trom’ the apo:rle “of
observing the W4th day. ... A
final :u:ltlcmcn&hof the dl;pute
was orfe among' the othér reasons
which. led COnstantine to sum-
mon the councit of Nicaea-in
325... .. The decisivn of the coun-
1 was unamimous that Easter

the same Sunday throughout the
world, and ‘that ;nofie hereafter
should foilow the bljndness of the
Jews U (Eycyclupedia Britanni-
®a. 11th edition. pages 828- 829).

That. ur plain language. is how
the apostdie church decreed that
none should follow the ways of
Lhrist — the ‘'ways of the TRUE

‘brief sketch showing.
_how the %&t

“been taught from chxldhoodcrept .

. of which Easter'and Christmas

e

\*/Thc ‘communion,

&

Christian Church! That's where

the universal custom of observing

Edster in the churches began!

it was prophesied

.This asloni?!’xing account of the
pnjection ‘of Easter into the
church, which.is much more thor-

the Church began! He referred to
the very ““Chdldean Mys}erim."

were the two chx,;i" festivals! .
In another plack. Peter wrots,
“Many w:ll foflow their destruc-
tive ways™ (Il Peter 2:2). -
* So today, it's the many. not the

few. who are’ going the wrong ™

way. It is the manyx who are keep-

“+ ing Easter, which God never once

commanded. but it is only thcfew
who are Obscrvmg the ordinance
which God, through Jcsus Chmt

_commdnded

Remember. tiie_ broadr way™
leads to destruction. fet’s quit
these, pagan customs and return
to the faith oncé delivered.

What God did command -

" often mis-
named the
actually the Passoverii— as the

ordinance should properly be
called. On observing the Pass-

*Lord’s Supper,” is -

over, as on every practice, Jude

exhorts that we should “contend
earnestly for the faith which was~™
ance for all’ dchvercd Lo 4he
saints” (Judé 3).° -

Now that we know the pagan
origin of the Easter celebration,

et’s clear away the web of error

that.covers the truth about keep-
ing the Passover, the memorial of
Christ's death. Let's examine the:
way Jesus observed this ordi-
nance, because we can't be wrong

. if we follow Hus  cxample.

Pes

In Luke 22: 14-20, we read,
“And when the hour had come,
He [Jesus] sat down. ... And He
took brgad, gave thanks and

(Continued on page 26)
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-Artistic craftsmanship, while adding force and
beauty to the prophecies, also helps cloak God’s message from ‘the

_carebess ‘and disobédient.

By K Ned Eare

ometimes menacmg
sometimes, sublime —
yet always vivid and
arresting  Bible prophecy
speaks to all of us across

_the centuries.

“The cternal God 'ofvlsra‘cl.
Himselt an

with His imessage that in His
hands they became powerful,

4 The GOOD NEW

author (Hcebrews
6 5:9). 50 stamped His prophets

»

Py i .

’ cloquem instruments (1§ Petcr

L:21). s

“A lon has roared! Who will
not fear?” cried Amos. “The
Lord God hao spukcn' Wha can
but prophesy?’® (Amous 3:8).

Some passages of Bible proph-
ecy are. lihe Lancoln's Gettysburg
Address dparmuingly simple yet
deeply protound

Yet often ‘God inspired flis
servants to use dramatic, artistic
techniques in recording His

 Prophecy Co

" The skillful structure of szle prophecy has been’ Iargely Ignored

.

*ccal a malter.”

- S

- -

" prophecies.. resuliing in powerful

literature that scalgd the mes-
sages until God's ume for reveal-
ing them (Daniei 1291 Corn-
thians 2 7. Revelation S %)
Sometimes. 1ou. prophetic pas-
sages remain a mastery tRevela-
tion 10.7) unul certam bistonic
and counlextudl matiers are clan-
fied,
"It s the glory of God o con-
) wrote Solomen,
the wiest man who ever ned,




one phase in God's plan; the spir- the scholars think that the proph-
ntual phase comes later and s ecy s redundant (Maz:rcw 246,
more stgnificant. 16-21). A -,
"So we have the, duality princi- Not so. Fgr one thing, Christ
ple: Old -and New Testameénts, has not yet »isibly. appeared, as
M1 Sinai and the Sermon on the He promised in verses 29 and 30
- Mount, the “congregationin the.  Verse 22 is’clearly wpeaking of
ness” {Acts 7:38) and the “our fime: “And unlew those days

; . were sherteaed, no flesh would be
. . . . saved.”
. - - ~~ Human cextinction has been
od inspired His servants to possible cnly in our gendration.
. T, Aatthew 241 du.ﬂ S any care-
use dramatic technigues : i & any care

ful study will reveal.
to record prophecy. Here, an aﬂiﬂ‘t . ’ .
view of prophetic symbeh. .. - Typologyy .
‘ Certain events and personali-
ttes tn the past foreshadow or
Church of Ged (1 Conmi“ﬂans symbw‘!zc future conditions Thxs
1-2), physical circumcision Yand s typology. .0
- circumcision of ‘the heart (Deu- . In Hoseq 1111, for cx_n‘!p.c the
{cronomy 10 16). Paul even natton of {srael sl.iﬂgbasanmbui
shows that there s duality, at of Jesus Christ Himself W hen
present. 10 the Godhead (1 Corin® Isragl was a _chid. | joved. hum,
thans 8 0) and out of i;g»pl I calied My~
Docs this principle apply to - son” Matthew 2 IS apphey this .
rropnbecy \u “tsaiah 41:22 7 verse to the ume chph and
“states 1 Ju!l’:\iu;\ ‘Lt thgm show Mary sojourned briefly :n Egypt
the tormer things, whai they» to protect the infant Jesus:

werey thal we may consider them, Strange!? Noi if we remember
end anuw the lavter end of how nations can symbuiize people
them-' . « and vice versa 4 Undle” Sam.”

So prophecies, mdy have dual “John Bull™) Winston «Churchill ,
tulfiliments, with the secondary  personified the “buiidog spt™ of
fulhtyment moure signihcant than - -Great Britasn in 1940, and many
theChirst . times the nation of Israel person-
i Maiach: 4 3 illuptrates this  ifiad some of Christ’s actions
poht Malach: predicidéd that an (lIsaiah 49 3.6) .

: L et Elijah-ike hgure would precede In the same way. David’s agon-
. - . ) o o the hrst appearamve of ‘the Mes- tzed cry of “My God. My God,
. Sw ‘ stah. Christ interpreied that this  why have You forsaken Me?"
'7 “but the glory of ‘Eings is to  prophecy referred o John the  (Psalm 22:1) directly foreshad-
. arch out a matter” (Proverbs Baptist (Matthew 17 12-13). owed Christ's sufferings_on the
v - 23:2). . r~. ‘But notice verses 10 and 11 of  stake Many of the Psalms reveal
1 Armed with this backgmund Matthew 17 “And His disciples  David as a type or symbol of the
: let's study sesen important prin- asked MHim. saying. "Why then do Messiah (verses 6-8, 16-18,
i cipjes that help clarify the “living - the scribes sayothat Ehjab must  Psalm 2:7, 12)
orfcfes™ (Acts 7 38) ™\ come hrst? Then Jesus answered This principle clarifies many

and paid to them. ‘Elijah tryly is future prophecies Daniel 11, the

Duaiity  * com:ing hrst and will restoré all longest prophecy in Scripture,
- .. God's entiré plan of salvation is  things.” " e time-wise, is a good example.
" a prime cxamipie of this first tech- So aithough. Juhn the Baptist Daniel 11:1-20 surveys various
1 l " nique. The apustic Paul ¢xplained was the priur fulhliment of Mala- political, trends from the sixth
.| . this duai aspect in | Corinthians chi 4 5. there 1s 10 be a fatter-day  centiry B C. to the second, cen-
B 154546 " fulfillment in our time* Christ tury B.C. As most commemanesg
3 P “And st s written, "The first Himself confirmed this duality. - show. however. beginning in verse
man Adam became a living Mussing this crucial principle 21 one figure predominates. Thls;
‘ being * The {axt Adam became a leads scholarly theologians to  was King Anuiochus Epiphanes of |
| life-giving spirit Hdwever, the ovgriouk the focal poimt of proph- +the Seicucid Empire in Syna 2
spiritual is not hirst. But the natu- ecy ——-Matthew 24 Because the (176 10 163 B.C). H
ral, and afierward the spiritual.” ] al Roman armies virtually Yet- Daniel 11:40 mentions §
The .physical creation js only destroyed Jerusalem in AD.'70, “the time of the end” — the pul- H
Apni 1985, 5
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' s;.nng 7Olb century in which you

arid ! live. The pointis that there
is no. historical evidence that
Anticchus Epiphanes evgr ful-
filled versés 40 to 45. "What he

did fromq168 0 165 B.C. is-

remémbei®d, by most
Jews to this yery day.
« For more than three )ears

.orthodox

- Antiochls forbade,’l e Jews' daﬂy

sacrifices g the. Temple, and

osmmarided swine's flesh to be

offered insiead. This was 'pre-
ceded by tHe slaughter of many of
Jerusaleif's citizens. Daniel 11:31

refers te this as “the abomination

of desclation ™

“stand).

" . Jerusalem

-*

Incredibdy. though. Jesus
Christ warned “His disciples:
*“ *Therefore when you see. the
“abomination ofdesolation.” spo-
ken- of by Daniel the prophet.
standing tnh the holy place’
{(whoever rcads. let him under-
‘then let those who are in
Judea flee to the mountains ™
(Matthew’24:15-16). -

Jesus Christ reveads, then, that
Antiochus_Epiphanes and "his
despigable, actions are only a 1ype

or foreshadowing of a sull more

nefarious event yet to occur in
This makes Damel 11
the key to prophesied events in
the Middie East. Typology thus
helps -us understand the future
(Daniel 12:10)
Time lapses |

“Fravelers who see on the hori-
Zon. lwo ‘mowntain ranges. oné
range behipd the other. often
think the two ranges are. close
together By the tishe they ‘reach
the“first mountain range. howev-
er, they »ee that dozens of everr
hundreds of muﬁcs he bclwccﬂ-lhe
ranges K

blmx?niy in Bible prophecy
ume measurements are often
compre.sscd 1t is not ‘unusual for
prophecies 10 span thousands of
years. yet bg constructed in such

. a way that they seem limited to

one Liume perivd,,

Isaiah 9 6 is ap interesting
example of the ume-lapse method
in Bible prophecy. The first
phrase in this verse states” “For
unto us a Chiid-is born, untc us a
Son is given” This is a well-
known reference to Jmsus Chn.sl

6 The GOOD NEWS
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. Hi,s dramatic Second .;Comir-.g in

\

birth in Bethlehem. Now notice
the next phrase “And the gov-
erament wiil be upon His shoul-
der.” Incredibly. in just one
phrase, Isaiah’s prophecy has
jumped ahead almost 2,0Q0 years,
from Christ’s first coming as a
humble infant! in Bethlehem to

m@ﬁtwﬂm:m

oflOuho:s(mmy,
thetoaofnmullmge)at}ﬁs

Seecade

power and malesty to control the
government cf this carth (Revela-
tion 11,13).

Genesis 40:9-1]1 is another viv- .

id illustration of-thi propheuc
time-lgpse principle. In thg but-
ler's dream. the vine thrust forth
its  hlossoms.
and ihe juice turned instanta-
neously 1nto wine.

Today we would call 1. t‘me~
lapse photography -

The pareble of the 10 Virgins
(Matthew 2571-13) epitomizes
the history of the true Church of
God. Tor those who undcrsrand
the symbolism of God's Charch
as a young virgin {11 Cormnhﬁans
11:2)

The bridegroom 1n the pudbi
abCiously represents ChristiHim-
self (Matthew 9 135) So Matthew

25:5 relates the sorry condition of

‘the true Church following the

- energetic apostulic eja of the first
century’ W hile th cgroom
[Christ] was dela lthey all

slumbered and slept
* Yes. God’s true’Church almost

disappeared history! But
" notice. verse & d at midnight
a cry was heard ‘Behold, the

>

bridegroom is coming: go-out to

meet him."
Now the pzuphgj/has Jumped

ahead to our day' After a lapse of
1.900 years. the Church of God is
taking on new life. reinvigorated to
announce that thg Bridegroom,
Chrigt. is soun_to appedr at the wed-
ding supper {Revelation 19 7-9).
What a thnlling encourage-
ment to thuse of us in this work
e

N

g’apes shot” forth

today. and what a vivid example
of time-lapse technique in Bible
prophecy!

Understanding the historical
background

The future thrus: of many
~prophecies is often evident once
tRe Historical background and
past fulfillments are coungsdered.

Take Daniel 2. for cwample.
Here Daniel explains Aing
Nebuchadnezzar of sncient Baby-
lon the meaning ui 2 respucidem
metal image abuut which 1he king
had dreamed The head was guld,

the breast and arms wiver the
belly and thighs brass (rverse
32). .

These symbols are ntcrpreted
for us in verse 3% .7 You |Ncbu-
chadnezzar and the Bao.ienian

Empire] are this head of goid.”
How clear!”

Here we see the Bibie
preting itself.

Verse 39 “But afver vou shall
arise another kingdomi iniciior to
vours: then another. a thire hing-
dom of bronze, which shali rule

niee-
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ovor all the ourth.'

Most historligs record this

v clear pnmmrmiuu O emplres from

the sixth centwry B.C onward:
Chaldenn- Babylonian Fmpire
(625 10 S8 1.0), Mado-Porslun
Fmplre (998 10 110 B.CL), Gro-
co-Macedoninn Fmpire (333 to
51 BC).

Thivshistork sequenco wets the
ttage Jor vital ehd-time prophe-
" Clow.
no other empue after the fourth,
The tourth aystem must thus hold
sway until the end time and be
vouddily dentiable today and
foin. History proves it

Artound V1 B O the - Roman
ity stute comnolidatod 1ts tise to
empire  Liom then untl AD.
476 10 donunatéd *world politics,
I owan a divided mup\m ulter
(()mmulllmph becume the sast
orn capital wound ALD O ¥2S

“he 10 muu wrg 1y, be mihod
by Christ, e Rock (l)m\i WA,
1 Petor 2 8), and wrl' gh
vaclnnuu 1204 ‘lh.\ ¥ the

“LanW® (the prophetie u)df B

word ' for
group of
rdturn
Clearly, the .wmumuny ul hie
torical rogurds 10 hclp us plot.out
how fur we have come in proph-

Christ) (lunlmymg
10 nlmmm ul. IM

ooy s mu( of thy kuuwluigt‘b
| expldsion prodicted for these last

diys (Dupiel 12:4) Mistory is
useful 1oyl that helpy bring us Mp
to dge und lets us know how Tar
wo have come fn GodW p]up

‘ “Here a Jittle, there a Nitle''.
fsaloh 28:9-10 states u cardinal:

principie of effectjve Bible study
*strikingly relevant o the ficld of
prophecy:

“Whom will fic teach knowl-
cdge? And whom will he make to
understund the message? Those

A jubt weaned from milk? Those

Just drawn Trom the breasts? For
précept must be upon precept,
precept upon precept, line upon’
line, line upon line, hu‘u 2 Jittle,
there a little.”

Thid pnnuple is restated in
verse 13,

JesusZhnid (o ‘search the Scrip-
tures” (John 5:39), an activity for

How? Becausce Dantel Hats «

N T
(l hye thd lwu 1ron Ieur\auf vemc N
).

o .
wilich ‘the Dereans wore coms
mended (Acts 17:10-11). The
point iv that it in wise to survey all
the purtliculnr prophecies bearing
on g subjoct instead ol rushing in
with a anap judgment or some
Instant , pot hnlmprolnlhm (1
Poter 1:20),

Not peasping thls prinoiple,
womo dnterproters have created
theologleal quapmires In the
“beast chaptors,” Rovelation 13
nid 17, !

Specalation abounds! Paeudo-
scholars have authoritatively
clocted Clermuany us the leopard,
Raessin ad the bogr and  Great
Britain as the Lion,

Why is thiv ervoncops’ Lot the
Bible interprot the Bible. The
symbols of the leopard, bear and
Bon ure presentod In another
bieant ahapter Danlel 7. Yet
i nplified by Daniel 2,
where (the Tour proat gentile
Compliron e outlined,
Ml} lluhylnn (Dumel
n
(i;m 0 and Romo (Danlel*2: W
&

232, 38)

Fhus the componite hvn.l ul"

l{uvclurhm Iy and ks
W ddde thal can be
dencked by the “here n
~tie, . 1lu'fc.n Htth'
p:invmlc

“Thore s Joie, mnul-;

..Alumy um\ ﬁllunu] sruc-

ture 1 Bible prophecy.
We niust wilow the Hible
to' dnterpret nsell and,
Cclarify vilgue Scriptureh g

" with clearer unes.

Po-tic dovu.u

i Appmm hmg e brew
tlmukhl JJatterns ol .
T 2,500 ‘years uga somes
times presents problems
" for ‘modern readers. A
lsuu)(il‘ic ape such as’
touts looks for precision
in Hterature. Extrandous

* materjal is gften deleted to fit thc

time constraints of today’s ru\der
Logic is paramount..

"Yet the ancient Hebrews opbr-
ated on g mere intiitjve, emotion-

+ al, level - while lu.mnmg striking

dmmutu\ {4t |
Whprmk lunguagc

lwglnnlug .

following through to, l'('l:m\'

for
example, is more lcghnignl'l‘y_"

mpmumvc (honce different words
to expross our English word
love), Vebrew writhng doponds
more upon context, senso of the
pussage and virious dopgeon of
omphasis and ropetition. This loss
tnhibited wmode of exprousion
frees up the lanpguage for
poworful, eloquent and emotional
passuges ofton lyrical N thelr din.,
mntio content.

Examplos? Note lorceful,
spontancous passagens in David's
pualms (Pualing 6:6, 64:3), or the
simple yet poworful tone of Ruth
Filon

“Wherever you po, 1 will go;
and wherever you lodge. 1 will
lodge; your people shall be my
ponplu and your (md my God.”

This emotional intensity has
survived more than 1,000 years of
transmission and helped muke the
I\In}% Jumens Bible o masterpioce
,C)J Lnplish' Hlerature. Yot thin,.
very smotional Ja trness, and Iiguw
o fntive dimundd force poke prob-
lomy For ‘morg hvgral ninded,

' mlmunl et s

To anost |wnpl4 today, for

exumple, ]hl(‘ll\ mn.{.n ol thym ’

.:ing HOllﬂdts' . I’nvrm, are madv by
Sfooly Nike mv bul. oul_)? l:m{. can,
make d tree”

TS ‘the.gicient Hebrows, héw-

S OVEr, puktry Lomi‘awd of matehs

ing, revdrsing or balancing

thoughts. Strikin d piuuu,s
and ruggéd’ mnln%: abound in

w‘lhc,prophouc wrl ﬁgn. ome of
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which have bscome clussic En-
glinh idiom;

“Cun tho Fthiopian chunge his
skin or the leopurd its »;:)w'!"
(Jorominh U'M) N

*“The voido of one orying in the
wilderness” (lsainh 401).

“But overyone shall sit umler
his" vige and under his fig tree”
(Mh,n? 4:4), '

“Can two walk togother, unleds
they nro agroed?” (Ames 3:3)..

Fvon moro subtly, inspired
writors capitullzed on such strik-
ing offocty as ropetition, poetic
roversal und majpr and. minor
thewon altoruating wind rocpriing

ftoy diserdie intorludes. \
%ﬂlm cxample of this skillful
thought patiern is Paulm . 121,

whore three of the most u)nmuu{ ;

activitios ol overyday life-
 walking, standing und sitting -
*Portray the totnl nilwl ol M, Ii‘le '
dﬁvomd 10 God, o, 0
4 l‘uupn»ulul nml n\ahimtlly
puwd répotition is (e kjy H) lhh
emotionly 'm(mlymg cin oncu nl
I’Hulm 124:0-2,. :
COUE 1 had nog hmm lhp lmi‘(l
wlm wii ofi our side, lu Isrnot
now say it hud not 'been the
Lord who was on our side, wheon
men rose up against us’ "
Prophetic pussagos abound
with these poetic devices: Amos'

classion]l music, listeners are
fumiline with major or minor
themes becoming nllcrnulcd ro-
stated und recupitulated,

Notice the first lhmmg.(ls) in
Dunlol 9:26; A uftpMihp sixty- "
two wocks Messiuh shihl. be vut
oft, but not for Himself.”

This messianic’ reference s
completed in tho first phuue of
vorse 27:

*T'lion he [the Mosiah] shall
confirm n covenant with many for
ono woek; but jn the middle of
, the wock ho shal lnmu anrend to
sacriticerand offering,”

Ct INot grasping the p«mtic. “rues
vpure here has causod some inter- |
proters to force thought B (“the
pwplu of the prince who is ‘to
come' ) in verse 26 together with
thpughy A Thoy have triad to
SInuke the 'prince "who_ destroys
Jerukilpny identical w.llh‘lhe Moy~

. st Xhlu umas null hL. !

Slondlhg

huemimﬂy nbuuwe or jumb ed”
! panugén of ten conluin Inlokénting
Mmrury" patterist, This )qgtm

.

appregiate blcudp pmp u&g

tike Isainh 7 and’8: "

Heré the prophet. a\mwmwba lu.
King Ahas of Jidaly that g !p\yn
(Isniah's) son will’ pl’uphn u\ll i
foreshudow the dovm: of t.hcf“

elegantly grganized *“for threo ', neighboring kmgdom uf lumcl

transgressions . . .and  for “four™
(Amos 113, 6,9, 13) masterfully
subdivides his message into a
wave-like pattorn that listencrs
‘and 'rcudcrn\q‘x‘l’n more casily
nssimilate. )

Joel's ingeniovus reversal of
Isainh's colorful “they shall beat
their dwords into plowshares, and
thelr spears into pruning hooks™
(Isaiah 2:4) is an adept attention-.
getter (Joel 3:10). R
~ These literary devices enhance
the weight and® force of God's
message o man. Yet they can

also hide that message from those

who look for excuses to turn their
backs un'(npd (Isaiah 6:10, Mat-
thew 11:25).

Daniel 9:26-27 is a pcrlmcnt
example. Here the pruphut has
arranged two separatg themed in
“layer-cake” style -— A, B, A'B.

* This is 'a common device in sym-’
K\onius' to this day. Especially in

The GOOD NEWS

(Isainh B:18). !

Yet embedded in theso nophw
“cies relating o lyrael um} Judnh
{n the cighth century B.C:' we-

find onc of the great themes pf nll R

the prophecies .- the Meigiah,
specifically Christ’s blrlh t

Isdiah’s son, named Muher bhul
Lal-Hash-Baz  (meaning, 'ruughl'y,)
“Vhevspoil speeds, the prey has-

" tens”), by his very name testified.

to Isruel's imminent defeat at the
hands of Assyria in 721 B.C.

So we¢ have two births, two
sons, two themes occurring in the
same prophetic chiapters. Blended
liére ulso are prophétic references
to Christ's rejection by His own
people (Isaiah 8:14), Christ's dis-
ciples and «the prescrvation and
perpeluam{n of thc canon (verse
16)

Yet Matthew 1:23 is sure proof
that Isainsh 7:14, the passage

t

ubout “limmanuel,” refors direct-
ly 10 Christ’s birth, not the birth
of Isglah's son. The blémlinu of
major and minor themos here l“‘n
masked, 10 a cortuin eoxtent,

prophecy of Christ's birth to s
virgin, | [

" fllogienl? No. This um;rouc‘lu
“plain to kim who undorstunds,
cand right to those ‘who find
knowledge' (Proverbs 8:9).
Pualiy 111:10 tells, us that Dhowe
who keop God's commnmluwnm
witl have a *good underutunding.”
That is procisely where mosg
people err. Not appronching the
prophegios prayorfully, carcfully
and humbly - necking to act on
the knowledge revenled - tdtally
Jshort clrcuits most pcoplcu

unﬁer»lmuhng
One nugjor reason God inspired
tlmsc subtle but skillful tech-
hitjugs in Prophecy wuk to ensire
thiat.u right attitude would kave
precede "understanding (Mat-
ﬁew 18:3-4). The childlike will-
ingnusu 10 aet on revealed truth s
ipie of the first rules of effective
~Mible study. Unless the willing-
‘"nepu to obey is there, the prophe-

" gion will mmum a mystery (lsainh

‘Z?ll)u'

God’s dynamic nmpxmtmn of

oylis writers often flowed into cre-

uutivc, artistic channels. These
© devices enhanced the value of His
" Word . as liternture, yot also
yh@lpcd clonk the true message to
.. those ‘who had not been called-to
undcmluud it.

~**Thersfore, bohold, 1 will

aftin do a marvelous-work wmong

3 4% + {his people, o marvelous work and
young®virgin (lsaiah. 7:14):, ..

[ wonder; for the wisdom of their
vwise ngen shall perish, and fthe
understanding of their prudent
nicn shall be hidden™ (verse 14).

Yet, pumduxnwlly. we who

huvd been given the precious gift

of -undersfanding (lese_truths
(Dm\lel 12:10, Proverbs 137) can
marvel af tte variety . pnd diversi-
ty in God's revelation to Us. Bible
Prophiecy, s repléte with (icasures
that God wants His chosen people
“’Td‘g out “and cxamine (Proverbs
\ 5)

© Surely David's exultant cry
should be ours: I rejoice at Your
word g4 ong who finds great tren-
wre" (!’sulln 119 162). o

e .
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By JUM Hallord

Does God Know What
\bu Will Do PI‘()morr()wp

e

thmr future is all may d out,
Some even believe that t have
been predestined to be saved

hilo others ard higvitably pre-
destined to be lost!

They have, unfortunately, to-
tnly misunderstood the scriptures
on the subject of predestination,
Wo have u froc booklet ontitled
Predestination Docs the Bible

( :‘od kmﬁw cverythmg
- right? ,

Right.

So God must know what you
Are going to do mnmrruw. and tho
Cogat day, and the next - right?

No, not jocessarily, | X
(l()d?)w cortainly ull wise and
|

! lie knows every-

course of their lives, und If it is
therofore beyend their control.
Scpiptures such ns James 4;13-
15 and Luke 12:16-20 seom to
indicate that G has already
decidbd what is going to happer
to us domorrow, and that there is.
no point in our making,_plans. If
goud things Kappen, that is God's
will. And il bad things take .-
pMee) Well, that was also “meant,,
to happen.”, .
The llxble certninly does show
that_God is” able 10 decide what
hnpadnm in the future, and
reserves the right Lo override any
lndlvnduul 8 pmqs He has inter-
engd often in the course of
nts. He has had®to quc sure
N tlml\lhg right people are m‘ the ,
right plage at the right tinde jp .
order that some aspect ‘of jl%""ﬂ
magter plan can be fulfilled.
But this is not His usual way,
and it is probably not goiig to be
your experience. Most of us have
not been called for special indi-
vidual missions ,or to perform
curth-shattering miracles. We are
ordinary people whose minds
. have been opened to the truth of
God.
In that sensé God has inter-
vened in your life. And if He has,
it hos a lot to do with the loph. we
are discussing. The fact that you ’
have an interest and understand is
evidence that God is drawing you,
to Him, and that you are a purt of

l“m( h ll/ thnt explxum! lhou
seriptures thoroufhly, and we
would be pleased to send it to you
if you would like it.

thing-therc‘is to know about ym;.
He Knows .what you are doing
now and what you did ycaurduy

He even knows how many hairs N

you have on ypur head (Mutthcw
10:30). . 3
But He docsn't know what

you're going to do tamorrow. He

doesn’'t know that "becaube; it
hasn't*been decided yetyAnd God

does not decidesit. You do. =~ s

A lot of people doi't under-
stand this. They have an almos

’

Is your futurse décldod?

We won't go into that :mpect
pwdcstumllon in this anicle,
since most people do Wel believe
in fate so strongly as to. believe
that their eventual salvation or

many do wonder if God has |

‘some extent plotted nhe"fﬁtﬁ&“
3

fatalistic supe?ﬁ'iou‘u belief thal

His plan now.

But if that plan is to sugcced.,

you

od cannot plot every move of g
life *from now on. *So He
doc:\t\know what you're going

‘1o do tomorrow. But He would 3 *
damnation is predetermined. But 4 like to know.

—=

»
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Many readers of this muguzmei
may be understanding the truth




and the plan of God for the first .

time in their lives. They are find.
ing 0 now inlcrcrl, it the Bible!
Their minds aredphedoining filled
with new knowledge.

Porhaps they ure beginning to
oboy the laws and command-

ments of CGod "more diligently~

than cver before. Maybe they
have even begun to pray rcgulnrly
for the first time.

Does that desoribe you? If so,
you cary thank God for it. He has
begun tv open ydur mind. You
could not have openod it for your-
sell, however wpen-minded you
might claim to be (I Corinthinns
2:11-12, 14). Understanding re-
quires the working of the Spirit
of God, if even the best bruin is to
really get the point.

Contrary o what many have

been taught, God is not (rymm/li -~
na

save this world pow. He i§ o
ing the/minds of only a very few.
* Josus knew this, so He was not
frustrated by His apparent lack of
success during His earthly minis-
try 2,000 years pgo.’ He did not
try to save the world then, and He
is not wortzied about the lack of
knowledge of Christianity in‘the
world of today. If, you have not
already-read it, be sure to write
for our free article “ls This the
Only Day of Salvation?”

That doesn't .mean, of coug gpe,
that Jesus' Christ doesn't d¢hr
about the people of this world.
loves them and- He died for them.
And one day ‘they will feature
_greatly in His plans for all the
human race. -

But Jesus knows and accepts

what \He once explained to His

critics, *No one can come to Me
unleds the Father who sept. Me
draws him” (John 6:44). If God
* the Father has duudgd not to call
them yet, Christ abides by that
decision. Let them live out thelr .
lives. Their. time will comas—\.

Tomorrow and you
) ay b%hﬂcn.m If

eginning 1o
make seffse to you, and if the
words of*the Bible are starting to
come to life, gnd if you are begin-
ning .t? act on what you know,

‘work,

you are one who is able to come
to Christ becauso God has drawn
you, you can be certain that He is
very concerned about what: you
do now and in the future.

Josus Christ takes seriously the

responsibility of being a good .

shepherd 19 God's people. He
strives not {ollose cven one person
that the Fa}ler has drawn to Him
(John 1Q:27-29, 17:12).

S0 you can be sure that He is
wiitching over every aspect of
your life carefully. You thay be
giving Him some anxious mo-
ments. That's why-He would like
to know wh
tomorrow.

He has, of Tourse, a fairly good
idea. Human bbings are predict-
able. Tomorrow you probably are
going to perform* your normal

You'll face usual Tircumstances

workday pr wcukcnd ;outlnc/

.in your usuil way. If will be an
avorage Sort of day, and you are. ,

probably going to ‘QT’L it doing’
ordinary things like going to
cleaning the house,
st dymg. wgtching television.

Yol'll probubly go to bed much
thesame person you were, when
youlgot up.d -

Ar*st that ‘'may be th prublem
Whu? you are going to do tomor-
row might be causing God some
anxiety..

God must get to know His
people,-just as they mist get to
know Him. One_ day soon He's
going to change them from mor-
tal to immomak<do that_yhey may
live forever in the Kin n of
God. God will give them impor-
tant responsibilities with power
‘and authority over,others. @ *

But first' He must know what -

they -will do.with that power, Will "
they use it, as Christ does, to
serve and do good? Or like Satan,

~a great immortal being who

became perverled and now “uses
+his great powers only. to steal, kill

- and destroy (John 10: l(l)?

God must know: "He must be
able to predict whaggve arc going ,
to do and how we arc Joing to aet

once we have-beéngiven cterhal

lifcn The basis of .that” prediction

is what we do now in this life.
God has got to know you. He

you are going to.do

_and wrong. He's

'

. tico the)

must know the kind offdecisions
you will make copcerning right
\(Zi‘vcn you free-
dom of choice since He wants His
sons and daughters to choose to
obey Him, oven in the face of any
and all opposition.
God must gllow u
dom of choice. Otljerwise the
Kingdom would be [0 prepro-
gramed, obedient automatons,
but not lively sons and daughters’
who can qlmrc the joya of eternal
life with’ Him.

Getting to know you

“Therefore by their fruits you
will know them,” said Jesus
(Matthew 7:20). Your [ruitsh —
what you do —- show where you
are spiritually. Perhaps before
you came to understand the way
you should live, those fruits
weren't too good. But now you

that free-

" are trying to change. Or st least

you say you are.

But are you? God needs to
know. You may have very good
intentions to start to pray regular-
ly, to keep your tempes, to stop
using bad languuge, to kccp the
Sabbath holy or whatever it is.

You meun well, but it nfay be
Nke the diet “thut you're always
going to start tomorraw. Tomor-
row néver comnes. s

On the other hand Af you have
been diligent and gun Lo prac-,
ays of ¢od in your life,
thed yc\g ill probably keep doing
80 tomorrow. Andthe longcr you

have been doing it, thj more pre- /\.

dictable you will be In your case
God knows that" most likely

» tomorrow will find' you'\:obcying

Him dnce again.
But you don't have to. You are
still a free moral agent with the

r
A

power of choice. Some people .

have given up dfter years of living
a Christian life. It is pnlikely thot
you will throw it all away joinpr-

. Yow, bu('it ¢ould happen iF/Aou

decide to do it.

So base
donc so fauf with the Knpwledge,
you have been given,  has a
good idea about what you will do

tomorrgw — good or bad.

But® you .could surprise

ihen God is caliing you. And if

vy

POy

o Al

o Himl~o - .

‘
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What fe the origin of April houllu{n" (Jeremiah 10:2, Autho- Hlll‘y)? Bocause Uthe law is holy, " i )
-Fools' Day? _ rized Version). Regarding world-  and _the commuandment holy and i oo
( » " April Fools’ Day — or All ly customs inherited from hen- just und .good” (Romans 7:12). ‘ |
" ! « Fools' Day, as it is also known —  thenisin, God declares: “Come  The law of God is good for you, b
' is of ancient origin, although its  out from among them and begep-  Sin iy bad Vor you. That's why .
exact origin is obscure. The.cus-  urato, says Mord. Do not touch  Jesus Christ copymands you to |
tom of playing pru;;licul jokes on. what is unclean, and I will receive  obey God’s law — it's for your i
. - friends on a pargcular day or  you™ (1l Corinthians 6:17). own good! “
( N sending them G fools' *errands The Bible-says, 'Believe on Will you believe Him? .
whs practiced from eanliest  the Lord Jesus Ch¥ist, and you Why didn’t. .Gagd reprove
times. - {will be saved' (Acts 18:31), | Abraham for*havihg a chiid by
. According to the Encyclopedia  hayé been told: that we don’'t  Hagal? Wasn't that a case of "Q
Britannicg: *What scems certain h¥Ve to obey God's command- *  adultery? :
"is that it [April Fools’ Day] is'in - ments, but that we can still be The Creator of the universe sot
' some way or other a relic of those  saved just as long as we in motion a living, dynamic, N
‘/"’” once unchrAgl_l‘cmivitics held at believe. Is this right? uctive law. That law, when vig- \ i
, © 7 the vernal byquindx, which, begin- What do you mean, believe?  lated, brings on misery, heartache ?' '
ning on old New Year’s Day, the  The word believe implies faith,  and death, unless repented -of. ¥ P
25th of Muarch, ended on the st conviclion, trust, certginty., - “~Abraham violated that law, and ! R
g of AprilN\Ahis view gu‘fm support If we believe offor in Jesus ~ he suffered the penalty. f
: from the fact that the gxact coun- . gChrist - und, mopefimportant, if ~ Abraham and Sarsh for the /1 v
v . terpart of April-foolidg/is found we believe whar He sapy ~— we  .moment lacked fuith in God's |
s . -t(glu(?/&)wcn"un immgfnoridl cus- gome to know Him, Notice what. . promise to provide them with an {
, : omdn'India. The f€stival of the 1 John 2:4 sayk about those who  heir (Genesis 15:1-6), and Sarah y
spring equinox is thepe termed  claim to know Jggps Christ: “He  urged ‘Abraham to -produce an | :
\ ! the feast of Huli, the last of who says, ‘Ukmew, Him,' " -—that  beirvthrough Hugar, her maid £
o which is the 31st of March, upon. 13, he who believes™on Chrjst =~  (Genesis 16:2). \ ) E .
which the chief amusement is thre  “and does not kcc'g His com- Let's notice the result: “Thén P -
befooling  of pcqplclg sendind  mandments, is o liar, and the  Sarai said unto Abram, ‘My E
them on fruitless errgnds.” © truth is not'in him." . wrong be upon you! 1 gave my ..
ag The practice of 'pril-f,wling Anyone whe says ho belioves © maid iito your embrace; and f.
S\ long um’édules Christianity, its. but refuses to obey is-a liar,  when she [Hagar] saw that she . | - 7
) sapts buried in dimmest dntiqui-  according to God/_ He. doesn’t  hud conceived, | became despised v
\ 1 ty. Obviously, April Fools’ Day is  really beficve what! Jesu8 Chrisi “in her eyes' ", (Gengsis 16:5). e
o s ~ of pagan origin! . said. What did Jesis suy? What ~Yes, they knew they had ! -
" »  Another source declares: “To  did He command us to believe?  sinned. Not only did their con- b ‘
-find the practice so'widbly preva-  “Repent ye, and believe the Gos-  seiences trouble them, bul pir ey %
: lent over the carth, und with so  pel” (Mark 1:15, Authorized  deeds brought family problems "™y
" mear a coincldence of day, seems  Version). ‘The Gicspel deals with — animosity, rgseniment and con- .. -~ N
. to indicate that it has had a very. obedience! Notice: L. temip. The rest of their physicals R
~ early-oriffin amongst mankind” “If you want to enter into life,  lives was= not to bé the same. g i .
\(l.)oak of Days, page 462). keefy the commandments” (Mat- Abraham and Sarsh learned nu{ i Lo
Since the” evidence. is over- - thew 19:17). important lesson. - . 1 o= ! u |
! whelining that April Fools” Day “Now by this we know that we ™ Too many people‘have the iden g
stems from ancient pagan custom  know Him, if we keep His com-  that Oodgfﬁ"ﬂ\réih munster who RS
ang tradition, and since the Bible, . ‘mandments” (I Japn 2:3), fiendishly punish¥ human beings b .
, the/Word of God, nowhere tesch- “For this is the Ysve of God, the moment they step out of line. . N |
“ eg/Christians to purtake in obscrv-  that we keepilis commandments.  No such thing - God set a law in . \/(1‘ s
‘,& ng sach a day of mockery, fool-  Apd-His commandments are not C.m_otion to bring us peace and hap-' K b.
\ o ishness, jesting and ridicule, and  bufdensame" (] John 5:3). U piness. When we break thit,law; b ' .
\\3 since God actually condemns Acts 5:29 says, “We’ought to  we bring on oursclves the penalty . i |
a " foolish “jesting in-His Word = obey God.” And tc whom does of sin gnd suffering. R, S
(Ephesians’ 5:4), followers of  God gfve His Spirit? “To those God designed human beings as 3 .
Jesus Christ should have nothing  who obey I’uﬁ&(\‘ (verse 32). free moral agents with capability it o
to do with this custom.* “Faith [bclleh without wogks ~of making dccisions, thereby . S
God commands Chrigtians, _is dead” (James 2:26). : ‘\ developing chiaracter throygh ex- | - . | L
““Learn not the way of. the *°  Why is obedience so neces™ perience. God gave man' His [ :(;"“"‘« :
' . ) ) o ) N ) [
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to help guide and direct him in
living a happy, abundant life.
Duvig suid: “Oh, how I love Your
law! . .. Your word is a lamp to
. my feet” (Psalm 119:97, 108).
Yos, Abrahun did break God's
law, and it was a bitter lesson not
soon forgotten.
repent, of course, and wos blesyed
by 'God. But that mistake

Sarah’s and Abraham’s is with us..
in the animosity between

yet
Jew and Arab today!

How did we get the Bible?
Can we be sure that the origi-

» nal Hebrew and Greek Scrip-

tures have bden accurately
preserved?

.God works through human
instruments. He worked through
. & human, physical nation in pro~
serving the Old Testwmend, T,
nution wWas the Jdlouse of "Jui ah.
the people we call Jews today,

“At Mt Sinai, God gave the
lively orucles to the “church [the
physical national Israsl] in sthe
wilderness” lhmu&h Moses (é

7:37-38, Authogized Versign
Out of ghe 12 tribes of [srue]

. / -V,
Cowas copiédfamd',prqscrvcd in the

Abraham did -

e

Greek world for us today.
God has uzmdc it His responsi-
bility, to see’ thutB3th Jews und ,

" Greeks have carcfully copied the -

Scriptures from gengration (o
gcneruuon God has not Teft it to
men to dcug]o what iy His
Word.

Now, in this 208 century, God
bas raised u'p a work in the House

cof Istael — in the English-speuk-

ing ‘world - - 10 carry the 'Gospel
of the Kingdom: of God to all
nations. Neither the Jews nor the
Grecks were “willing or able to
fulfill that' commission.

To curpy out His wor.k through
His true/Church tgday,'God has

had tHis Word eansluted.into. the «

leading modern l.mguugc.,!h lroh\

the origingl Hebrew aftd” (u‘iek' .

Now all may hear and, if God s>

- calling them and they are wﬂlmg,

~ God chose dnd commissioned one

tribe, the Jdgws, to - preserve His
Word. In hbhums 311-2, Paul
wrote: “What advantage then has
the Jew? ... Much'in every way!
. Chiefly because- to - thein were
commitied the oracles of God."
The Jews have carclully pre-

served the originhl, inspired
Hebrew Old Testament for us td".
this duy. The basic reason, of
course,-is that only the Jews have
kopt an undesfanding of He-
brew. All the other tribes lost

" their language and db not speak

Hebrew today.

But the *Jews as a nation
rejected both Jesus . and the
record of His message and life,
Since the Jews would pre-
.serve the story and mosbagu of
God's own Son, God led the apos-
tles to use Greck, the most wide-
sprcad anguage of their day, for

the cW*T*estamcm record. gave him the - instruction-

Greek was o higlily developed;
precise, ateurate lapgugge, -and
was. known -throughout the Ro-
“man Empire. ‘For centuries, the-
inspired original New Testament

The GOOD NEWS '

understand! Lo
Can a persoh
the Bibie own
‘beer trying to ynderstand the
Bible for a long Wmae, but'I'm
moie confused than ever.
The Bible records an example
of a man who sought to find God

on-his own and failed. Noticeit in .

Acth 8:26-40. ‘

Philip, a deacon in the New
Testament,C hurch, inet an Ethio-
pian man of great aulhurny

Ethiopian was reading. inj his

Bible the prophecies of Isaigh. .
Philwd him;**Do—you-

understand

ing?" (verse 30). ‘

The Ethiopian replied blm,ply.
“How gan [, unless someoné
guides me?” (verse 31).

" Here was an educated man ol
responsibilities and ‘accomplish-
ments, the treasurer of.a queen's
wealth. -But he realized that
uniess a minister helped him, he
could not understand God’s
Word."Verse 35 $hows that Phill

-sought: *‘Philip. opened h
mouth, and beginning at thi
Scnplurc. prL JebuM t
him.” . m b\
You oan on your own under-

ndo:;}tand '
've ./~

hat you are rcud»-

[y
+

stipd somoe of your%wn Bible,
but\ the Bible itSelf reveals that

has sont teachers like Philip .
" to mitke the whdle truth plain.

Ndtice what Pau] wrote in
. Romaps 10:13-15: “For ‘whoever
"‘*lculls upon the name of the Lord
shall saved.'. How then, shail
thoy call on Him in whom they .
have not \believed? And how shall
" they belioye in Him of whom'the
have not heard? And how ulmﬁ
they hear \withoul a -preacher?
And how S[lu” thuy’preueh, unless
they arg sent?”

Here is the key to understand-
ing your Blllj\ Birst, you must
determine wh«\ the ministers are
that God Almighty has sent, Lis-
“ten Wllh. anl uy%n mind to those
wlio are God's faithiful and true
sérvants, willing ‘o belleve what
Y, dhwe taught out. of _your, own

"verse l?‘suyn "&oo thon

thorough stugy, ¥
Bltﬂc‘ enroll now Hi d Wiy,
dor College BibidEERE R
dence Course. This TR unique
Bible study, colirse —the W
textbook you .néed is y(aur 1y
"Bible. “This course providey” an
casy- lu-lulluw step-by-step study
to help you, lgurn-lhc bs.‘nc trulhb

5it- « of God's Word.
“ting in his chariot on’the rdad
from Jgrusalem to Gaza, the -

More than twu million p«:uplc

have ulrwdy cdrolled in ‘this - -
course. And thé course is, ‘abso-
* Tutely free - - there m no obhgu '

~tion-whatsoever.

"The Ambassador Collcgc Blble
~ Correspondence Course 18 a com-
plete Bible-study guide, fully
illustrated with photos, maps and
charts that make J.lu: Blblc come
alive, -«

‘No longer will you find Bible
study & dull, irksome task, 'but
you will find that the Bible deals

. with up-to-date events and idsues

of concern 1o you right now —
world events and prophecy, fami-

ey and personal—problems, suc-
X;W’*(:&srul livipg. .

Lessfns are sent to you month= '
ly, andyperiodic quizzes help you
chart your own progress. Send for

your first frec lesson now. 0O .




/T he Most Important

'Ingredlent

-

“ I nvite someone to my

lace for a meal? Oh,
you see, | couldn’t, Bes
cause. . .. And there
usually follows one or a
comibination- of often used
regsons, ‘such as: *1 can’t
afford. it.”” 7**My place
doesn’t dend itself to enter-
taining.” *'l.can’t.cook.” *1
don’t feel up to it.”

Too bad, Some of the most

emoyablc and memomble per-

son-to-person expencnces take

' place around the sharing_of.

food. But it really isn’t the
food itself .ghat counts.

- I can recall with every bit as

much pleasure sharing a pot of

beans around a campﬁrc as I can

recall dining in various$ piush res- -
~The ~smoky-tasting

“taurants.
beans seérved on a limp paper
platt were as satisfying as roast
duekling on the finest china.
Why? Because of the compa-

ny. And the conversation.
Provcrbs 15:1 ll:xp{sssed it this

“there whether she had to

wlierc love i4, than a fatted calf
with hatred.” What counts is love
—- true outgaing concern. That is
the most important ingredient in
a social occasion. All other factors
are mertly tAmmings.

A widow's example

I for one will be forever glad
that a remarkable widaw in God's
Churcir knew and practiced - this
principle. She died years ,ago, but

Tseores of people,
"now  scattéred all
around the world,
who al some tinie

i - or another ate at
her table. whose
lives she touched,
will recognize the,
person to whom |
am relerring.

[f anyone ever”
‘had an excuse for
not inviting others
“to eat with her, this
woman did. "Asw«a

] government assis-

er means were quite lim-
ited. Bhe made no secret that she
shopped in the thtift and second-
hand stores. The mismatched fur-
nipure in her tiny apar'tmcnt the
dishes her gucsts ate from — for
all 1 kno ost of n came from
such sourceg.

But that didn't matter. Love
was prescnt) and that’s what
counlcd

T “addition, {hough it seemed™
that there was always an abun-
dance of food at her place. [¥was
aul it
herself (she"had no car) or wheth-
er it came as a result of the mdny
potiuck meals that never would

" tion
~widow ‘Hving—off

thing else is secondary.

' way: “Better is a dinner of hcrbs""ﬁﬁ’vc taken place had she not got-

ten the ball rolling and provided
the location for thém to happen.

Bringing people togetfsor

« In the latter months of her life,
this woman's face became severe-
ly deformed from cancer of the
mouth. The laughter that had

» always been so generous was npw

pained. Only with ditticulty codld

_'shie converse. Her energy waned

d she had to llc down much of :

the time.

Bug sthat didn't stop her from
doing -what s$he .did so well: She
continued’ to bring people to-

" gether to have potlucks at *her

" place, though she herself had to
recline and-suffer in silence, not
able to fully participate. ..
She brought people together.
Food happened to be present .at
the same time. It's a great combi-

Jhation. Jesus talked about such
occasions ip His coming Kingdom, .~

(Luke 12:37, 22:29-30, Revela-
19:9).: This widow served

t}TZF'WﬁS’fHﬁd 'SEE'ﬁﬁI,"ﬁii\ﬁy who 7

presently en-
joy friendships
.made at her
table would be
the poorer.
I learned a
great lesson
=from her. In-
vite people {ver
to share f
No need to
worry abouyt

| the furniturg.

5

Or the carpet. |

Or the kind of

food. Or anyg

T other physical
factors rr love is present, every-

3




The old statzonmaster héard all kmds of excuses from
late passengers, but no excuse wgs to any avail.
Here's g lesson about qualifying for the Kingdom of God.

By Wiliam J. Kessler-




! . Christians, our time is short. It easily havé, trapped you on the came late, with their excuses* Tog ,.
P « won't be long till we must board a  tracks and Rjlled you. © them all, OI' Man Moscs would § ;

train, as it were, bound for the O" Man Moses, our stition- say, “The train’s done gone . -

ngdom of od and ‘cternal | mastos, cl cigate pgomptly A housewife, late for thetrain, i

ain’t never seen
the likes since' I's

sthe people keep a-comin’
~and the train’s done gone.”
These were the words of an
.old friend of mine, the railroad
stationmaster of my boyhood
hometown. The son of a
former slave, living deep in‘the
southern United States, he
advanced himself to the high-
est position in our depot
through a lifetime of dedicgted
- service 1o the railroad. '
I remember’ him with white
hair, standing tall with'a dignity
that Y envied as a child.

In those days a stationmaster

was an important person. He was
responsible for the safety  and

welfare of everyone who entered -

the station. All employees had to

-been born — how

Church on the spiritual tfa,ck';

heading“for His Kingdom. There
is not much time left to prepare
ofor departure. Are we gojng to be
an time to board that train, or be
amongyhosc left behind?

There will be many, Scripture:

warns, who will not be on.board.
They- will -be left standing at the
gate pleading to be included, but
will be denied entrance to God's
Kingdom (Maithew 25:10-12).

© Our stationmaster’s responst-
bility was to rule that railroad sta-
tion. No one boarded or left the
“train unless he gabe his pefinis-
sion. You may not have always
seen him because "he directed
others who served under him, but
his job was, critical w the lives of
aM who entered. the station.

Two nonstop trains, mainliners,
roared by our siglion daily. One
came from the west, going east;
the other came moments later

account 1o him: His watch was ' from the east. travéling west. The
the official railroad time. He ¢ traims rolied through, at between

' \ﬁ:rected the loading,and unload-

g of all train passengers and
freight. R

1 admired him because of all
the goid on*his arm — each golg
braid on his uniform represented
seven years of service on the rail;
road, and each star (and there

were many) 4 posmon that he

s-was the law of the railroad sta-

tion. 1 never knew him by any
other name. ‘

By the time | met him he had
become a philosopher and would:

tglk to any who would listen. To "

this day I can still hear him-say-
‘ing to me, “I ain’t never seen the
likes since I’s been born — how
“the peaple keep’ a—comm and the
train’s done gone.’ N ‘

‘ The danger of being late

ife. .
. God is even now setting His

Al

[T

40 and 80 miles pe! hour. Our
sv,auor\masler made sure that the
tracks were dea[r{of people and
debris- and that nothing would
endanger the lives of those in and
around the siation. '

A commuter trdin left our std- ]

tion every morning o take work-
ing people and shoppers to a near-

_board 4hc..commuter train.- It .
~ stood waiting for its morning load
" of passengefs fabout ﬁvc tracks

out.

You had to be abodrd and in
your seat no later. than 7:04,
becausc. at -7:05 the mainliner
from the west came rushing
through the yard. If you were on

v

the tracks then, you might easily.

have been startled by the roar of

the train, become frightened and

not known what to do as the train

There -is a spirituai--lesson— - bore down-upen you. If you were
embodied in the old stationmas-
ter’s wonds of wisdom. As true .

not hig by that train, seconds later
theé mainliger from the cast could

“at 7 ‘each morning, and .no one
went through the gate af&ithat

© commuter {rain.

B

A
time. Evcn though you could see
the commuter' train still standing
on the, tracks, OI' Man "Moses
refused you - permission to cross

_the tracks to board.

On any given day latecomers
entered ‘our station wanting }o
board the commuter train. Our
beloved old stationmaster wouid
refuse them all, stand, shake his
_head and say, “I ain’t never seen
the likes since I's been born —
how the people keep a-comm and
theNrain’s done gone.’

He was inflgxible in this fule.

~ Hé knew its importance.

When he was a young man
working in a much lower position
at that same station, a mother and
her two .children were caught on
the tracks when the mamhnerq
came through. The woman stood
transfixed; not knowing what to
do or. where te go. At the last
moment she lurchcd with . one

child in hand to miss being hit by -

the train. The other child was left,
standing on the' tracks. He was
killed instantly:

OF' Man Moses was given the -

job of picking up the remains of
the dead chiid. The mainliner had
hit the boy and carried his body
hundreds of yarids down the
track. Tears of anger apd sorrow

“came to Moses’ eygs and he said

held. by big city. In ordc; to be on the  bitterly to himself, ['If | were sta-
« He called himself, and was  job by 8 you had 1o be at. the tionmaster, 1 would never have
- affectionately addressed by all, as station’s train gate by 7 o ‘clock at  allowed this t happen.’

OI” Man Moses, becquse his word  + the latést, with ticket in hand, to Many years laler he became

-the . stationmaster at this same -
- depot in my homeiown. He daily

stood at the. gate, remembering
'wel] that incident and his promise
to himself. No one was permnted
on the trfacks after 7 to hoard the'
No one would
-ever again be permitted to risk his
life crossing the tracks when the

'mainliners we-e commg through.

Excuuoo, oxcu-or
Mdst who came to board the

- 7:05 commuter -were on'time-and -

passed through the gate before 7
am. But there were others who

might come seconds after’ the §
gate was closed and plead: 1 had

] . Apeil foss 15
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to get up early this mé&rning and
get my husband off to work. I had
to get my three children ready for

« school and thep go in the garden*

night, and it took me longer than
1 thought to get dressed this
morning. Please let me on the
train.” But to him as well, O’

Mg tr!fwmm%oard** -
ere,bound for the Kingdom-

and plck the ripe t tomatoes 1 got
here as soon as I could. Let me
boarg! I can see the train. -It is
still there!” -

OI' Man Moses would tell her:
“The train’s done gone. It is past
7+ Your life-is in-jeopardy if I-let

"you go across that track. The
mainliner does not stop. It could -
take your life. And if the first onc -
does not gct you, another one will ..

Because it is commg fromM the

other durccuon l can’t let 'you go

out_there.”

Some came andsa;d.a
hote! ontime and gave the taxi
-driver. a generous .'tip, but the
" traffic was heavy and he got mc.
here late. It is not my fault that I
am- late. It is the taxi driver’s
fault.” T

Somec would persist when
denied permission tc pass through
the gatey saying: “But I can see
the train! There it is — it has not
left! I can make it bcforc it [eévcs.
Let me through!” But OF
_-Mosés would shake his he&d and
say to all the latecomers: “You
don't undcrstand The train’s
done gone.’

One day a young lad*op
crutches came hobbling as fast as
he. cbuid He excused himself by
- saying: ."“You se¢, I'am handi-
capped. ~l had an accident last

16 The GOOD NEWS

[ Teft the

s

‘Man Moses said, “I'm sorry, but

the train’s done gone.
And so it went. Many camc

with their excuses, but Moses

never opened the gate to allow
any latccomccs to board .thet7:05

commuter train. Through- the .

years he was stationmastef, many
were left fo watch the train leave
while they stood behind that gate
with O’ ‘Man Moses’ words fresh

in thcir minds: “The train’s done

gone.” |

'Whal is your oxcuoo? :

' Many. tjmes we are ‘inclined. to

offer excuses for not doing what
- ‘we should have done.— when we,

are late, .when we fail to plan
ahead, when we ‘don”? keep our
word — limes we seek to justify
ourselves 1o escape pumshmem or
embarrassment or other negative ’
consgquences of our actions.

The Bible gives us.many exam-.
ples of people who brought
excuses to -God. But God

‘accepted - none of them. We need

to ske ourscives and our excuses
as God does — as O Man Moses ™

saw the excuses of those whos
. -were late for their train. We need

to resolve that we,will never again
give God an excgsedor failure to
d® His will.

, There is an elemcnt of finality

¢

in God’s plan in our lives. There
is a time ahead when the gate —
ouf spiritual entrance, as it were,
into the Kingdom of God — will

. be clgsed. Someone will h¢ stand-

ing there, saying té those whq did
not take their spiritual prepara-
tion seriously enough: “It’s toe

late, the gatc is closed. You may‘

not enter.”

One of our favorite excuses has
been popularized in a song: ‘I did
it my way.” Have you ever con-
sidered that this is an excuse? It
is. God tells us in His Word,
“Many arg called, but few are
chosen™ (Matthew 22:14).

Perhaps the ones chosen for
eternal life can be compared tb
the passengers who prepared and
readied themselves to be standing

at the gate by 7 a.m. to board the.

train for their destination. They

‘followcd all the rules.

- tance (Numbers 1'3:28- 33) King
. Saul .was ﬁqt(ﬁltd ‘from- being

an I'M-

toward following’ s instruc-
tions (I Samuel 15:1-23) — he .
did not obey God (notite | Samu--

The others, late and offering
excuses, say, in effect, "1 did it
my way.” They feel justified, the
cxecptions 10 the rule — though
late, they feel they deserve to be
revarded equally with these who
were on time and ready.

But our human way is not good-
enough for cternal life We must

prepare and meet God's requirés.

ments to be accepted by Him into
His Kingdom. -

Adam and Eve had their
excuses for disobeying God (Gen-

‘esis 3:9-13). Aaron had his after

making the golden calf idol (Exo-

dus 32:21-24). Israci had excuses

for not entering the land God
promised -them for their inheri-

king over ldrael because he. had

-it-my- way attitude

el 15:1-3, 759, 13-16,. 19-23).
Jesus .Chiist spgoke to another

groyp of excuse makers in Luke ’
14, They, toe, were inviked to
receive cternal’life in God's King-~

dom, - byt cach wanted to do

things his own way, and all were -
rejected. Their place was givento -

- others (Luke 14:15- 24).

¥ven some of God's grealcst
servants offered cxcuses at first,
but they recognized their error,
<

a
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Lovereame and went on to.serve
* God mightily (Jeremiah 1:4-7,
Isaiah'6:5-8, Exodus 4:10-13).
God 15 mergiful. There is still
time for us’ to put away our
excuses and prepare spiritually
forfthe Kingdom of Ged. Thank-
. fully for us, the train has not gone
yet. But it will not be much lon-
ger before it does. Any who per-
. sist ih offering excuses for diso-
beying God, thinking their own
way is good enough, will surely
lose their reward (Matthew 7:2]-
+23). All excuses must be elimi-
nated. The Christian lifc must be

lived without excuses. We must .

do things God's way.
1 hope that what | learned from
. -that wise old stationmaster many
years ago will help you in your
quest for eternal life. He hoped
that everyone would take getting
to the train on time sertously and
be there, ticket in hand, ready to
board by 7 at the very latest. He
hoped never to have to hear
another excuse.

Penalties and rewards
®ne morning our local bank

was robtipest” My robber came to
th ¢ just af 7 a.m., think-
ing to get on the train and escape.

No gue knew yet what he had
done.. «

«As usual, O' Man Moses was
at the gate. It was closed and
focked. ‘The robber demanded
that the -old  stationmaster - open

, the gate: But Moses said, as he
had so many times before, “No,’

"» the train’s done gone.” o

"' The robber replied: “*Don’t
give me that. !l can sce the train‘
Open the gate & I'll shoot you.’

Agaih the slahonmastcr slaled)
“THg train's"done gone.’

‘ and social experiments have f ved to produce this - . -
Steing l&‘ Moses was T
adamam the obber to9k out his utopian’ result. Is utopia i ? No! Such a society - - '
pistol and shot my, fncnd twice, is coming, but man is not’ m to bring it about — it's = ..
klllmg Him on: lhq s P going to be done fo him! Ouwr free bookiet What Do
* The robber then 1ump?d the " ., You Mean . * Kingdom of God?- )
- gate with_his satchel full of mon- . )
ey and ran acros¥ihg,g trackd. The ——explans. ’”h?‘ &’Q worid Wi m &9 W ‘
maainliner €  how it wil about. To retuest
er from’the westiias pass- v .
ing our siativn at that % 1 gm ... 8.copy, usg jhe énvelope in this issue
The robbcg intent on hid’escape.’ c ~or write 10 gur address nearest you.
likely Wid not sec or hear the tram D . . .
boring down on him. The [orce *
N created by (He onrushmg train

thrcw the ‘robbes.—, now mur-

L]

derer — off balance. He feil and
then rolled onto the next set of
tracks. Within seconds the speed-
ing mainliner from the east came
roaring through, instantly ampu- |
tating both his legs, crushing the
satchel and scattering the bank’s
money all over the station yard.

For the rest of his life, spent in
prison with stumps where his legs
used to-be, | am sure the robber
and murderer well remembered
the stationmaster’s last words:
“The train’s done gon€.”

_Not much time lef€

In..Deuteronomy 30:11-16,

" God tells us that His laws of life

are not far off or hidden from us.
It is up 1o us to dctermine not to
offer excuses for sin — excuses
that will<lcad only to our spiritual
. v

e Ve s Ita o d

utopia; specif :

P way that'eads us to éternal life.

uto-pi-an /—'p%—an/ adj,.often -cap 1: of, ; ’
relating to, or having the characteristics of a -
havin
conditions esp. of soctdl organization
proposmg or ddvocatmg impractically ideal
al schemcs <~ ldcahsls >

destruction. It \s God’s desire
that each of us choose the way of
obediencd to all His laws — the

There'i$ not much time left to
prepare for Jesus Christ’s return
and the end of this age. Look into
yout life’now, while there is yet
time, to ﬁn&i what excuses you
have’for not doing God's will, and
cast them out.

It is time to sure“you are 4
Fcady for the return of Jesus-
Christ to this earth.

Be“sure you are there, ready
and on time 10 mcct our returning -
Savior Jesus Christ, and not a
moment late, to be told with the
rebeilious and disobedient, put-
ting it in the words of the old
stationmaster | knew and loved,
“The train's done gone!™ '

impossibly ideal &
2: =

;Manhasweamedofimgmu-emodenocety one ..
with lasting peace, With abundance and’ excmng D : -
* opportunities for al. But ma@s governments, cyitures '




Thanks for The Good News

I want to take (his opportunity to
thank you ard congratuiate you and your
staff for the sustained outstanding per-
formance vpu have done and continue to
do in getting the Gospel out to this sick
apd dying worid while continuing to feed
God's people with the spiritual food
3 reeded in this engd time.

. You and your staff have demopsirated

a ti‘oroughn professional approaetf to all

aspects of communricating with the

«  peaple of the world thrdagh your person-

© 2l visits to heads of state. the World

Tomorrow program (bdth on radio and
television) and the printed media.

i know that getung. the Gospel out in

4__ this end nme. wsing the different media,

requires Jong hours of study and research

( combined with willpower and dedication.

This excellent capability, under Golf's

guidance. has contnbuted directly to the

overall successful accomplishments of the

Worldwide Church of God. ] can readily

»

© understand how you have earned the.

regpect'and admuration of heads of states,

associates. fricnds dnd the congregation
- of the Wurldwide Church of God | am

e sure God 1s well picased.
I am thankful 10 be a part of God's
work and will do all | can 1o support you
« 10 the fullest exient pussible. May God
continue to lkead His Church, through
you, until Jesus Christ returns 10 restore
the governméhi of God on this ecarth.
- You arc a tremendous 1aspiration 1o all of
us. God bless you. Mr. Armstrong. and
the Wortdwide Church of God.
. Charles F. Russell
- Seat Pleasant. Md

Y

e Pleasc find enclosed a small contribu-
1 tion. As a co-worker of your Church, 1
1 take this opportunity to thank you very
| L much for your two excellent magazines,
‘ o ~ The Plain Truth.and The Good News
, ! They are the best in the field and, having

' read many books on spiritual subjects.

-Fm glad 1o say they are the most practi-’

. ‘ _cal and meost faith-inspiring of all

§ - » "“Reader

‘ ’ Gold Hill, Ore.
b

{ have been reading The Plain Truth

——— " . for about three years now. it has helped.

me so muach in dealing with the way
things are in the worid today

magazme The Good News 1 love haw
y "~ this magazine is directed more to the
individual's person-to-God relationship
and his or her immediate surroundings: §

“about two months and have beg nd-
ing my contributions to The Pﬁzﬁ":‘m
Wlng

. Recently I've been receiving your

have learned a fot and am a}ua’)s very
anxious 10 receive my REXl-Copies.

I have read a lot of your literature and
come to undgrstand what 1t means 0
tithe. I've a part-time job now for

It's very sausfying 16 do sp. K the
mones | send is being spent in the best of

- ways, spreading God's Word. Thank you

so much for what has happened to my

+ life.

Reader
Louisville, Ky.

Article picked him up
Thank you for your jnitiative. Thank
you for The Good News. Your article
“Why God Is ot Real to Most People™
{January] was exhilarating, especially the
sentences “You see. as I read the Bible,
God was lalking 10 me. But as [ prayed, 1
was talking to HiM.” Somctimes my
Spirit quotient is low. and this article
really picked me up.
Gerald F. Adamski
East Detroit, Mich.

Fathers and children
" Although a member of God's Church
since 1970, 1t 1s not often that I write to
you. However. recent eveats in my life
and that of our family — namely. the
fact that our eldest daughter (agc 13) has
entered an “age of questioning.” brought
on mostly through pressures at school
prompt this =

Our, girls are “A” students and i mls-
takenly thought the rest of thenr lives Was
likewise superior. But ceriain recent and .

pf the Bible through your books and
J agazines.

L

sttong desires 1o closely assuciate with .

the kids at school. throagh attendance at
parties and dances. has shocked me to
realily’ and forced me into some deep

. soul-scarehing. | have concluded that I

have fmled 1. be affectionate enough

toward buth our girls, primarily by allow-

- vlng teo much tme for my own profes

sional growth and advancement, nzl ‘st
their expense

At this time | am setuing new priorities |
1o give them persenal time each day. | -

 havé conciuded that it will 1ake work to

create a desye in them 1o want to be with -
their parenis. abuve tempeung pursaits.

When | arrived hume tonight, the Jan- -

~uary issue of The Good News was wait-

ing. and as | read and reread the article
by karl H Williams, “Confessions of a
Busy Father.” hearifeit icars of remorse

flooded my all-too-often emotionless per- -
son. He has decpl» touched rre and mw

ided additiona! inspiration agg motiva-
t\n to correct this neglected aspect of

Afamily life.

In\fact. I am so deeply impressed by
what Mr. Williams said 4nd how he said
it that Nencourage him or another minis-
ter to pursue the subject in greater detail.

I feel many dads in the Church could
richly benafit from these precious
insights. . '

I am so thankful. — like Mr. Wiliiams

said so well — that God got our atiention
while there’s still tyyrke. ‘For the first time
in fiterally years, | clevating my fam-
ilv’s interests and wéll-being above the
less-important affairs.
I hope 1t'wiil be possible for you to
convey my sificere appreriation to Mr.
‘Williams. and | am thankful that his own
family life is more enriched as well.
‘Reader
S8uth Point, Ohic

Wohderful to have understanding
I just finished reading your “7 Keys to
Understanding the Bible” [December].
It is wonderfu) 10 have someone \like you

" to help somoone;l.&b:‘: me to unlfrsland
. the Bible. | never iy undersiood about
the Holy Days. but you ‘made 1t 9o plain
» I'm beginning 1o ‘understand a iot more

W Mrs Eilmer Lampe
Elsberry. Mo.

Qur bookler Pagan Holidays — or.

God's Holy Days. — Which? explains
God's true Holy Days in detaii. Readers
who would like a free capy of this book-
ler shauld maii the literature vequest
envelope in this issue’ o wrile 10 our

qddress nearesi them isee nside fromt .
© cover of this magazine for a list}.

Which Bibis version? .
P am & Church-member and have read

and am’ rereading ~“How. to Win Onver
The wording n'.

s« Worry” {December] ‘
Matthew 6:23. 34 1s especially helplul
. because it is written m the modernadiom

Your arucie has.-been helpful in my pres-- -

ent severe tfial that 1 ami underguing.

! would appreciate . youy tcliiing. me;

what Bible lransla(;on you h,avc used for
_this @_mcle . ”
7 Reader

Wayneshoro, Tenn.
Unless otherwise noted. all Good
News articles quote from the Revised

Authorized tNew- King James) Version
of the Buble. . :




i ~directied to after each questipn. Comments fol-

~miab 32:17. Psalm 104:30.
2. How did God utilize His Spirit pf power to
_create all things? Psalm :1-5. (Notice the

. Christ. the Legas or “Word" of*the God Family

What Is the Holy Spirit?

Do pou have Geod’s Holy Spirit" Do you
understand what God s Spirit rea]ly is, and why
you need it?’ .

This first in a brief series of studies about
God's Spirit will begin to answer these crucial
questions from your own Bible.

The method of study is easy. You simply look
up and. read in your Bible the scriptures you are

lowing the questions will further elgborate on
the verses just read. (This study is based on the
Revised Authorized Version of the Bible, unless
atherwise indicated, but you may use anydrans-
lation.). Now lét’s begin this ¢ye-cpening
study.

Most of traditional Christianity has come to
believe that God is a “'trinity” made up of three

divine Personages — the Father, the Son and
the Holy Spint.
However. the Bible reveals that mc Holy

Spinitis the power and energy of the God Fam-
ily. as well as the very nature, life and mind of
God - nor another spiritual entity!

‘Let’s understand.

1. Dues God’s Spirit fill the entiré universe?
Psalm 139:7-8, Jeremiah 23:24. Is the Spirit of
God the power by which God —- the ultimate
source of all power -— created all things? Jere-

word commanded in vprse 5.) Also read Psalin
33:6-9 and Genesis 1:§-3.

Spirit proceeds from\the Father and the 'Son '
and flls the cnurc uniyerse. much like air is
- everywhere pres€at on carth. The Bible clearly
shows that God’s.Spirit is the ms:rumem or'
means by which th;‘(}od Family ‘creates ‘ Jesus

(John '1:1-3, 14), “spoke and it was done™ by’
God's Splr‘u : ‘e
It was by the Spml of God that the cgds t‘ivc

And it was by the aq}C;oower of God'e Spnm that He
renewed the surf. of the garth = ’

3. Does (Jod -sustain and ru!e His past c}e- X

Hebrews 1:2-37Psalm 66:7. . )
. God sitd at the controls of the entire u

~

so to spcal,/;;ling and sustaining everything by
the awgsome power of His Spirit.

v scriptures prove that the Spirit of God

M
is ;%t a perscnality, but rather the very power of
God — the power by whlch God accomplishes
His will.

(For absolute proof that the Holy Spini\
-a personage in & trinity, write for our free ar\
*Just ' What Is the Holy Spirit?™)

Now iet’s notice whéen God first offered
human beings the opportunity 1o receive the
- Holy Spirit. AL

in the Garden of Eden? Genesis 2:8°9. Which

- tree did God warn Adam not t¢ eal from?
Verses 15-17. What would happen to him if he
ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil? Vgrse 17.

The tree of life and the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil were literal trees, but they also
had symbolic meaning.

The tree of life represented the Holy prnl of
God and eternal life. It'also represented the way
of God's government, which is the splmaal law
of God.

"The tree of the knowledge of good and C\y T

represented the way of Satan, which is diampe:-
ricaily pposxle to the way of God's law I
pxciur£ sin and its pena.lly — eternal death -
(Romans 6:23).

.Had Adam and Eve partaken of lhc trcc of

hfc they would have received God's Spirit It

" would have imparted to them spiritual knowi-
edge and understanding. It would have enabicd
them to undcrﬂand the spmlual taw of God —
the way of lifé that. leads 10 peace. happiness.
comcn nent} success in life. coopcrallon and”
mutua ;on% for fellowman.

.The Holy Spirit would have providgd. mc
power to develop the very character of God in
them, and would finally have changed . :g

“ mortdl bodies into Spirit-composed member€of

,'the God Family! (More about this in next R

thanth’s ‘ministudy.).
* 8. But did Satan cleverly dclucfe Eve into
dlsbdlevmg and disobeying God? Genesis 3 1-6.
Did Satan subtly imply that God was hiding
knowledge from her she omghl 10 have? Verses
5-6

6. Was Adam deceived, or dld he really know

4. What kind of trees did God cause to grow’

I

o
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beuer" I Txmolhy 2:14. Did he ne'vcrd“e
choose the way of discbedience to God by par-
“taking of the forbxddcn fruit with his wife?
Gengsis 3:6.

On the first Sabbath day, the member of the
God Family who créated the first humans, the
one who later became Jesus Christ, instructed
Adam and Eve in God's way ~— the way of His
government. based on His law — the way that,
if foliowed, would lead to true happigess.

Soon afterward Satan subtly deceived Eve
intS taking the forbs ddeﬁ fruit and giving some
1o Adam. |

By taking that fryit, Adam cbg
God's command. and thus r the rule of
{od’s government’ over thcm Adam took to
himseif the authority to decide what is good and
evil what is right and wrong — what is
righicousnessand what is sin. He became totally
self-rehant.

Thus Adam rejected s'evcaled spiritual k{mwl- .
édge from God. His thoice limited him 1o
knowiedge of the physical and material He
rejected the spiritual kra?rledge that would _
have produced a happy refationship with God -
and fellowman -

tic rejected God's Holy
‘Gud's government and, eternal life! Adam dis-
obeyved the explicit command of his Ha’kcr and
sinned. bringing the penalty of sin ‘upon himself
and his descendants. ail of whom .have also
sm'};d (Romans 5:12-19. 6 23).

- 7. Were Adam and Eve denied further access
1o the tree of life and therefore God s Spirft?
Gepesis 3-22.24

When Adam: sinned. he it humse” off from
God (Isa1ah-59.2). And God cut’ kim and his
descendants off from access to the tree of life,
The. human, family’ was cut off Jfrom the Hol)
Spirit. excep:. for a special few "whom God
wouid wdividuaily call -to serve Him: such.is
Nuah. Abraham and the prophcls (E Pe!er 1:10-
i)

8. \Mho is the sccond Adam spoken of in the ”
Did God ‘make:

o disobey

L

.

the Holy bplm and cternal life available aun
through Jesus? Christ? Verse 22, }ohnaﬁ
16 10, 7 37 39*! John $11-12 »

8. But since Jesus' first coming. s it_only
~ those whom God the Father calls ‘who may -
- receive His Spiritfand become one of His ¥first- «

fruits™? John 644, -85, Acts 2:38-3% James
"1 18 Wil the. opportunity to receive the Holy
Spmk and eternal life be given 1o everyone after
Jesus Chnist returng andsestablishes the rule of
God over the wth” bsaiah 11:9. Joel 2:28-29. .
Humarnity, since Adam. was not offcred cter- -
nal life unul Jesus Christ. the second” Adam.
‘established’ this Church and began offering

Spirit,. God's love, .}

“frstfruits” of His plag of salvation before
Jesus' Second Comi Some of you, like
Adam, are being oFered the Hvi) Spirit ard
" eternal life today. by a special calling from God
the Father Himself?

10. Is the Holy Spirit clearly a gﬂft f*om
God? Acts 2:38, 10:45, 1I Timothy 6. Are
repentance and baptigm requiredsteps to recerv-
ing-God's Spirit? Mark 1:14-15, Acts 2:38,
5:32.

God will give Hus Spirit only to those who
actions, that they have repented and want to
.obey Him.

Repentance means to turn around and go the
other way — to forsake all of one’s ow n natural.
carnal ways that have been contrary to God's
law,.and turn to God's way, which is the way of

- His law. To “believe the gospel” means 10
- believe the message Jesus brought — the goud
news of the coming Kingdom of God, which
includes belief on and ’acccplancc of Hem as
personal Savior.

the next step toward becoming a Christian

ministudy.

Baptism. Is_an oumard symbol of our repen-

" tance of our oid-sinful. disobedient life - our

compiete departure from our old sinful way of

living — and of our willingness now to ubc\
God in every way.

Once you have taken th@se steps. then you are
unconditionally promised the Holy Spirnt God
has bound Himself 10 perform His part 1f you
first perform yours. God says: ~You  saulf
receive the gift of the Hol) Spwm {ACLs
2:38).

i1 is an absolute promls-c of God 1o 1
‘has called? -

-

=

“new Jife in comaformity, With His rcu:dned W ord,
‘the Holv Bible. -
This study on the Holy Spirit’ will conunue

next mpmh‘ 3. . .

have demenstrated, both by attitude and -

After belief and sincere. hcanfell r¢pentance.

water baptism; as we ica.mcd i last month's .

\wac He ’

-You can ask’ God thcrcaflcr 6. dnrcd gmi
) em;;ov-er you. throygh His Holy Spirit. 1o lead a

- . ENROLL IN FREE
BIBLE COLRSE -

The shir st .ﬁu you e
jus! compleied s sampie
uof 1he stagh meibd used’
10 cax b munthis lessos

of thr eye-cprang
“Ambessadyr (liege Bible
(‘uncspunamoz L ourse
“You cdn sardll o 1k free
oeurse b) wrijing 10 1he
Guead vew s office ncarest
you See inswde frunt cover
{or eddresses

[ m.,.l‘»uu!
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Millipns toduay are! Here's how to turn guilt into growth.

5
s

o ‘wits bxhnusted

nnd  emotionally

~ deained, and a tor.

mcnlmp thought *kept rac-

ing through his mind: I fled
D denied Jesus!

< What a hawrrible thing o-do!

e thought. I've beteayed Him

just s He said 1 owould. |

witched us He stood belore:

Athe couneil. T histerded o the

liew they told apd did ‘nulhlng
o help! How can | oever live
with myself?

The gullt wan enormous It

"p( netrpted the depih of his heing

arped tortured him day -und night,
Overund over, it stemey he mulll
hew Tthe sound of the rouster 8,
drow that. brought’, lcum wuuln

/\aluurutlu

e .ol s dife nu-lnully i phmuilly :
Cerippled by, il dvei Um tragle
- mistake, he ynclch 11 In\. Iifeto ¢ md,

ty Goorgo M Kuchou

oAy, domy o you that this night, .

"before the roostey crows, you will
“tlony Me lhmi tHimey™ (Mmlhu
20:54) v
- Petor, umioummily renched a
pnlul where hd thought he conld
no longer stynd the agony. ITn.a
deep senne of remorse and repen-

tned and with o sincero desire to,

1]

o use lor a greater purpose.
What about you? How are yuug

. boing affeoted by the guilt yout

may bear from durk days pone

OBy Indr phawing at you, inces

‘quIl\ tronbling your mind? ()nﬁ
luwv \Ull P Inui o mnly QOF-

change, We cped out for forpive. . g

ndus. He enrnestly conunit
ted himsoll (o fervently.
serve the God he had forme
erly denjed. .
His prayer wis hvm‘(l.
and not many days later,
on the day of Pentecost, he
displpyed Ins comumitment by
boldly proclamingJesus to be
- our Lord_und.. hmmu (Auu
236 ;
lior Petet, his “guilt hmu puud
fiuit, R»ul)w:flhun fving the reit
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ner of your mind in a futile

. attempt to ignore it?

Is it londing you to forgivencss
fnd growth, like Poter, or is it
cnusing you to fool worthloss and
rbjected, or muking you four that
])lllllhhlilﬁn! ominously looms
over you! hugltully. unresolved
guilt causes some, like Judas
(Matthew 27:85); to suffer the
ultimate destruction - denth,

Fot's be. honest and face the
fuets, Ciuilt can have positive or
negative intluences on your life.
The choico Is up to you,

Should you teel gulity?

o

Gullt results when one fulls to
| bor form- 1o a standued of conduot,
“ But sadly, many hun neodless

uilt becuuse they are livigg by
(he wrong standards . the prod-
uct of Satun's deception,

This treacherous and wblla

N {ﬁ\“lll archingel has lod man 1o

ean to his own umluhtundlng
iullwi than (mqa (Proverbs 3:5)
“to determine for hlmeell what
mnml P i nny, - he chodses to
~live by, )[uuul has, decelved the
‘whale world (Revelition 12:9)1 .
Human taditions and vain Intel-/
fectug)  rensoning, have 1l but
repluced God's laws, the true
alumluuﬁa (Murk, 2713}, '

For tlar rimwon, many Iu.l gml

f “lu nll yuur fnult. Yuu‘d better -

‘ "ehamue.", Such acousutions can ;nul;e

U Not necessurily, The Feusoia:

Lyou feel guilty. But !q that
iuimblc? X

L auilt mny be bused on a falve foundi-
Sign luid by funeoing . who i uuinu
lnllt to munipulate you, .

Let'y face it. Gullt 3 @ puwcrrul
mutlvn ton that cun deeply. affect:.

. Shugld You go'on a

ty because thoy have morely lubl-
on victhm to clrcumstancos,
bepond thelf™eontrol - nut

bovnuse of vmlmion of u sp:rimnl. .

law.

For exnmple, why «huuld you
foel pullty beonuse of hereditury
limdtations you can't chunge? Is it
your fault you may not be ‘us
healthy or us attractive as somo
others m'u‘fw.‘ihould you feel guilty

I you stund up uguinst the nopus |

tive Influence of poer pressure?

LW‘W whuuld you bear puilt if,

alter, puttliy forth your best

L you lail in business or a
sporting contést? sShould you be
torturad by pwiit’ if you vpject
vain, human traditions und ry to

<Jiver by righteous stundagds? *Of"
s COUIHE N,

On the other hand, vz)u
shouldn’t go 1o the other extreme

" of s ignoring the prod ol your

conscionee that you feel little or -
no goilt. nbout Violating Cod's
clenrly delined laws. (I Timothy

©dils2). Somohive’ no qualims

ibout lyiig and cheating. Others
can burn with cnyy and jenlowsy
and, foel juntiticd in doing so. Sull
athers cun list; commie aduliery,
covel others" pusitions. ' POSKEN-
slons wnd ot feel one ungt, "of
guillt,

l)u you uvl the pmul') (iuuld

yumﬁclt Imm reacting to the

upsidg-down, fulve stundwrds of

man (Isafnh 5:20-21), Go te
Guod's. Word for the right stan-
durds (Isaloh 8:20, Matthew 4:4).
Don't be victimived wnd dcgcwcd
by Inuhy humuan reasosing -

strive to live by the wae, righ- -

“teous, pringiples of God.

Fxamine - - question - probo
yoursell, Are your stundurds real-
ly God's standurdg? Or hawe you
boon subily duuvu]- \w fiuman
teaditions, Twulty fosoning,
wrong emolions, the well-inteiy-
Honed advide of other people
all ol which wre influenced by
Satan the devil (b phesinng 2:2)¢
\'uu need o kinowl

. GQuilt triggers repentasnca -

Is there gy real purpose: for
¢ guilt? Why does God allow you
o experience {17
Giullt tells you tha mmclhing
iy wrong - that sogthing peeds
to be dump.ul and coirected. It
lets you' know you need God's tog-
_ giveness, Just hike o tirg alarm, it
gerves Lo warn=and maotivate you
o take action thpt will bring pos-
itive results,

But dy you? Do you put out

(e fiery fases of sin, or do you
Igt them spread thelr destructives
Jness? The bumian lulduuy s to.

/‘“_:‘UIL’I“

"when they une du«.cptlun um.l Ilus In

an ollogt to muke you feel gullty?
*guilt trip"? . 2
"Many do. They ullow tRemselves to *

‘£ be wunipulated. Consideér this situg.

tion; A man fells thie truth and dnoth-
er mun loses his job, Thin other mn

“thien muku ‘hiny fesl ;ullty for bolng

!rulhl‘ul -
"1t xhonldn't be this wny The muy

1. your -emotiom™uid astion. Conse:  whas  dune. nothing wrong in God's
. quently, some try tor rintil)- guilt in<

! gte lies to-unconsclous exaggorations. .

* For. example, you muke u small mis-

" take, but you heir the' words,
| "You Yo always' muking lhgt, tarrible .

' miut:kc!“ (Proverbs’ 14:3),

' Not everyong fu this w . St do-

- lpuk the tyuth inlove. Byl what hap: .

&‘Ml%’!l

22 Tha GOOD NEWS

1 oy .for their own selfish purposes,
mey&umgﬂhﬂ_lm

sight, He Is suppused 1o teil the truth’
whoriever he ypeaks (Proverbs 12:17,
coyrke, there's n time ta.

.refrain from speaking altogether [Be
wleslustes 3:7], but you get the poim’ :
When' you must say “somethin

should be the absulute truth, s ,you
Ihﬂu!d ot be guiity for sylng ity
* King Ahab of Istael tried 10 make, -

"Llljih foel zumy ‘for ‘Tsepel's prob-

tmubl-d‘ Yaruel, bm ygu.up;d i:w |

father's huuse hive, it thut you
forsaken ' the oomiinndments “of 1
Lord, wid you have [lo lownd nn'

‘Bull-" (1 Kings !!I 18).

Jesus was confronted hy‘\hm wM §
wanted Him 10 _foel guilly for eating |
gmlh on the Subbath; He resisted by ;
pointing -ty God's . imhmg won the |
subject (Matthew 12:157), }

This¥e the way you, should be. l{g‘
the gullt I falso, raject it Don't let i
“destroy: you: with- fnlln.i of inle
rlml(wﬂgqjg_cl_lgg. yt b

hand, 'when you dpurvc ‘ulll.
nd change. "
ides this, be sure tlul you Nl
tre< false gullt” to ‘manipulate othere.

This way You, “lp‘!kln&,m! tewsh in g -

A
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T rom now utz!

gmll His hqmlc of fulse righ-
teousness fell under the weight of
C What Glad wants - what you  Gol®s law. I
: ulmul(l want - - s real repentance: David's surrow was overwhielm.
»,W “For podly sorvow produges - ing. He prayed tor forgivengss
repentance to sulvation, not w.be  and o right attitude (Psalin $5:1-
voregretted” (I Corinthiaps 7:10). 12), God respomled by granting
“Repentance involves being sor- him repentance, lurgiveness und
ry for what you dJdid for what  huppiness (Psalm 32:1-11). -
you are Tor “the wrong ways Think ubout this,
you think for the wrong ways
you uct. lhn more than that, it
~means striving to change and to
Hve according o Gads will, not
youi owil. o
Fook wt H Corinthiuns 711
“For observe this very thing, that w!cm
you surfowed in o podly manner:
CWhat diligence i produced in Admit vm" butit
you, what clewingiol yourselves, Confesss wour sin. Admit to
,‘whnl indignation, what fear, what )(md that. youltadled to obey His
~ vehement dgsire, lem zeul, WM will. Let Hin k\mw that you ar
vindication! in ull\thmgh yu}; sufry for your ‘actions - cal
~proved )uuwdvu M be u.lmr o upai Him for the desire and
this matter.” . <opower to change, Don’t merely
This s proper uu%ll that pm~

. - .
uvoid luking action (Matthow
T A4), ’

v .

CGods, glry.” You stand yguilty
“betore Ciod. Bt yuu don't need
10 remain that way! Yéu Cumal)c
tree of wuilt and }xpcricuce

growth. Att wn thd following

doces  pasitive changes in your
life, Are you practicing diligence,
-‘,”bung curctul o notd repeat the
i Are you cngaping in clearing
yourself, uuuglmp toovereome?
1 righteods indigoan-
iing to hate the sin? Are

cloping a Fear ol sinning |

your ()nunlm‘ bo you
1ave vchumnlzduuc, n intense

wust suller the ponalty intilcted
by voui actions. ’l‘)nh‘ worhily
“xorrpw. Lven hardened criminaly
can feel that sorrow,

Hiding from your K{ill doesn't
ciuum\uc it iU mébely ot
punes when you must lace it
{Luke 12:2,
the nlcantime It keeps you from
Jenjuying the many blessings that
stemi Fronn o right relationslng
sub) mmg lu‘.fmd with * with Gued “He: wlm covers. lis

o you feel vmdu.u[ sins will not prosper,”” us l‘mverba
fony, i pewd (4 Wy o nmkc up mt 28:1 % says. o
- apunt sin even/thogh yob can't do David expréssed thé nght
- Yourselt) \‘ny%wma ngh&eﬂunlr

il 1o chngg? Are you tilled
ith 2val

", B Wl(ut you iare this way - G

], und my iuquny I hve ‘nut
- (iud will

Iudﬂul 1 suid™ will umgu;u my

“trausgressjons -t the Lord,” and

S il bo !mhl) blvm:d Yuu forgave lh«.(nnquny ul” my
" Blessed i thic man to whom the  * sin™ (Psalin. 32 i)

uot iimpute iniguity”

2:1-2). ‘Thay not  be casy.

vid pruluu.ul thiss

slorshution after his adultery

| qmnmm

It may meun

avoid the, pain, many attempt o
with Bgthsheba and murder of  justity themscives by thiriking
CUriah. AL first, he ignored God's . that what they did wasn't No bad,

»

You, like
Duvid, sin. You fall short of

feel mory bevause you kitlow you®

Numbtrs 12:23). In

© Admitting your guilt o (nod‘

reliviy .puiul'\ll experiences, To -

pag

look ut yourself (I’ﬂulm 19:12).
Then admit your‘uullt =" all ol it
‘Fle pain mny be intense, but it is
temporurily necessury (Rotmans
B:18),"und the outcome will be
joyous if you upply the noxt steps
in this process.

Change "

When yuu're wrong, you muyt
#o beyond udmitting it. You must
change. Forsuke your sin by elim-
muunu it. Many fuil here becnuse
they du not go beyond adiniteng
their sins,

Jesus made it phfm to the
wonan lukén iy aduliery. Ier
sins were lnrgwcn. but she was
not to return (O her sinful ways
AJohn $:10-11). To do so” would
Huve been u wrong use ot God's
grice, His unnerited - pardon:
“Whut shall we say then? Shall
we continue in sin thit grace may
wbound? Certainly not! How shall
we who died o sin live gauy, longer
in it? .. Theretore do not et sin

C Feign Ill yuur niortal budy, ;hm
you slumldmbw it i ite ludte”
(Romians 6:1-2, 12). =

God's Word i view You n {imt
stop sinuing when uwkmyff\)r-
giveness, You must' alye submit
youesell to God thwugh bupstistiy
(Acts 2:38), For'a deeper under-
stunding.of baptisju, write for our
free booklets Al thout Water
Buptism and Jiast What Do You
Mean . .. Conversion?

0 Bat wlml il youo %hp wind sin

ulter true u;u,nmnu,? Is cvery-

God's grave? Not necessarily.

Jung s you-are hanestly trying. lo
-vvercome sin on u continual basis,
Gud will- torgive you for stum-
bling under woukiess ur fempta-
tion. Conversion iy u gradual pro-

,CERy dcv:,lupmg the very char-.

-aeter of God is a lifelong task,

" So dop't despuirtwhen you sin.
‘iimpjy usk God for forgiveness
and "miore. streagth, then follow
* through by being ubcdwm

1

—approgeiteyou-shoukd—tollows— 1 thimg—ost T Have —you nitis e&
. uekpowledged my sin to You o

e g

72

“—tnwiang-for months his-spiritupt——that-theother person-—had-it-coms
bliudxqus continued. Finally GGd -

someone clse’y influence. Vhe
excuses go oh and on, but thafact

- sent Nauthan to brmg David tu:
reality. .
Thewords Nathan spoke |)an'=
mm.d Duvnd durkened mind (81
© Samugl 12:1-7) and the wall, of
vaelf-jy annuauon »rumblcd into

guilty. Covering it up is )um self-
deception! :
Ank God to help you lmnutly

ing or that, thu{ were @ vieting of

remaing. You sinned, dad you ure-

Throw away your gulll v

As u humim you will experi-
eace” many [ailures, "even ufter
wkwemun, im overcoming sin
‘(Ronjans  7:14-25)" God knows
and uccopps thiss So should, you.
“Remember: Don't’ ubuse God's
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" and. rejedtion.

gruce by %9( lcrvonlly trying to

change. But once your guilt

brings you to repentance, discard

it z\isl rid of it. Why hold onto

it? Why let it ill you with feol-
ings of inferiority, depression und
rejection”?

s After repentunce, -let unit
‘wu}u.md replace guilt, Let your,
pursuit of God's Kingdoim und
Gud's righteousness motlvate you
(1 John 1:9, Colossians 3:1-3),

~ L Or course, iF you sjn, ugain,
guih s‘hould return, Ilu“\)r, cure-
ful that it doesn't so owérwhelin

you that it tukes your focus ofl' |

your positive relutivnship with

Giod «

Alter you have truly remméd

© God forgives you. But you must
ulso forgive yourself: ‘

It you have suirendered your
ite 10 Gud, tepporar setbucks
should; not leaye you devastuted
wy guilt: *There is therelore now
no condemnation to thuse who aie
“iu Chyist’ Jesas, who do not walk
according’ to the, flesh, but
uceording to the Spirll" (Romuns’
8l
L Again, don't discount: the se-
verity of your sin-or guilt,: but
ledrn the lesson and move on
friin, there o positive gruwth
1 Now look ut these steps: Admit
your guilt. Change. ‘Throw away
your guilt. . Coe
© What do you nuuw? That's
_right. The irst letter of cach step
. spelis. ACT, and that is what you
 must do 10 turn gailt into uruwth
——=yot-tiust-aeth———————

 You must act by rejecting Uw
wrong way of handling guilt¢—
the way that- desies guilt, /that

. doesn’t chunge when guilly, that
.~ holds vato gunll. ‘This way beury

- bad fruit. . the Truit ol sell- .
deception, stugnutwn. ‘dopression

~You must act by uucpting the
nghl way of handling guilt — the -
way thitsadmits guilt, thit
churiges when Builty, that lhruwa

PIERSONAL

{(Continued from page 1} *

campaigns. We ‘had beon able to
live, very modestly, on that. But
ot the end of November that yeur, |
~the salary was cut off. The,
Church donference treasury was '
_empty! { had leurned the lesson of
varnl pusted God implmilly to,
supply “every need, us He huy
promised (Philippians 4:19). But

1 didn't yet renlize how much we

must “vust tho spirits, whether
they wre ot (GGod” (1 John 4:1).

S0 when W fobier nowspuper
associate came to mo with an
urgent request thut b join him, as
advertising mgnager of u new’
morning newspaper he was starte
ing, ¥ assumed, toolishly ‘and

“without muoking sure . this offer

wus -caused by, Gon, that it wis
the answer ty my ]wlmun 1o
supply our fifanclal needs

1 had not yet learned; as 1 was
to learn laterp how to launch out |
in God's work on fuith, knowing

that God. had called me,” OF -
| course, miany try to launch them-"

selves into God's ministry when
GOy NLVER CALLED THEM, They
ure making o biggu mMuke than
I made in turning back yo the
udvulvgmg profession. LA n 9&1&0
God had called me [froy the
advertising profession inth His
work. He had ordainkd me, pul
me jto His mmwlry 1 had “put -
my haird 10the plow,” but did not .

reatize-Jesus'cotntind-never— &kv»

turn back. |
S Of course |-did dot lurn bm..k
o the Christian life — nor, for
Jut tatler, cveén consider for o
yiute that | was turning bm,k"
rrum the ‘ministry. I reguirded this
as only u temporary. job. 1
thought . God hid sent it, to -
supply this need temporarily. 1

condition that it was to fast three
weeks only. fully expulina the

away glllli upon n-puumu\-c Fhis
way bears good fruit —— the fruit,
- of forgiveness, truth; growth,

Joy. . "o .
‘Which fruit would you rut hox
‘bear? You must make the choicde

I yuur tife, wlﬂgh will’ il\

bet .
24 Thn GOOD NEWS -

thing personal .-

“mistake and prayed curnestly to

be released from the newspaper
job and restored to God's work.
God let me lesrn the lesson,: by
experience, thut Lls instruction
to minis¥ers: ."Preuc'h the word!
Be reddy in senson and out of
season” (11 Timothy 4:2), meant
“Kupp At in souson and out of

) souson.’

Unce on this newspaper job,
December, 1931 - in the midst
of the Gremt l)epwwiun - lhcrc
wis no money to phy salumies, 1
hig, to work out u way of tryding
udvertising for food, clothing,
hotel und reoming-house aceom-:

- modations lur the 23 men on lhc

stail,
W¢ ha rrcqucmly gone hup-

" gry before 1 was converted. Now-.-

we went hungry oven more fre-
yuently. Then -one duy, it dawned
on my mind that wew ourselves,
were, actually breaking God's

Ainuncidl law by not tithing!

+ All of u sudden God made me
see His hm_muul law a8 some-
not mergly

doetrine 1o pcd®it impersonally.

It meant ME!

That very day | took 10 per-
cent of what we had - and-it was
not ‘enough to buy Iuod - added

: an extra offering and' n,mlh.d-il to
‘the Cliurch treasury.

That very afteriioon food came .
for w completely adequate meal, 1
“doi't remember how, but I do
remcmbur thut the very day |
" rEPuNTED for unot having ac

egpteehhhmgr& w-personal-obli-———
- gavion, instead of u mere doctrine

-ul argument, IQMI VERY DAY
00D caMe! God did not bring us

" immmediate finandial prosperity.

s For some yoars more, for our own '
S guod, we were forced to live &n
‘ave‘ry poor economic circut

stances. Bul that very duy olfjty,

‘“»fmununl condition started up-
actually aceepted the job op the ;

witd. Since thgt time [ have «

. known of the experiences of

seores of other people. It was only

way would-opertobe; bachﬂhr —gshorttimeufter-that-experienc

Buj, once on this . newspaper

inigtry within three weeks.
J’Ol_j}

hefe was no-quitting. God
did not ‘open the way to get buck

, into Hisypinistry until a year and
three months had passed — dur-
lng V(hu.h limc 1. had realizcd’ my

thut God epéned the way to brmg'
me back into His active ministry.
By this. time | had learned rhar”
lesson, too. | have never left
God's scrvicc. and never shall, us

- long 88 God permits me 1, live.

. It was some months later that -
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the very wuun whom God sent .
with, his truck to move us,
fogether, wisth- what | houschold
furniture We hud, buck to the

. Willumette Valley in Oregon -
where | wus to start un evangelis- -
tic cumpaign in Sulem —- himself
lnd an experionce in dithing.

This youny nian alrendy wus
tithing the money that he han-
dled. e was a furmer, und sud-
denly reulized that he was not
selling his cgps, and had not been
tithing them in wny way. }He,
“brodght us a tithe of all the cggs
“his hens had laid that day,

Believe it or not, that saime day
‘his hens went on an epg-laying’
spree. Yes, Jaugh if you will —
those hens cacklod, too £ it
actually happened, It wag thetwtf-

» season for eggs. But that very day
they béguirto luysmmore cggs thun
» was normul in the best chg-laying
season!
. It secined incredible « -
| uArriNen!

I hive given ydu the hn.tu. !

. before, of the ‘well-drillex_who
- was unable to get any qum?. s in
1933, He began to tith one

l‘w'r T

“single dollar of. the only $10 he
had. Next day a man ‘who had:
owed hin $30 he never t,xpcucd
to, collect canpe und paid it - ang

he tithed Immediately he
begun to gat more wells to drill
than he could handle.
. Almost dally, some télevision
viewer, reader of The Good News'.
" of. co-Warker in this grcul Wm'k .
e ,,,,,wmc&nuka(,lnuwwﬂmgy :
ilur experience bugmmng w !
Cpay God's rirse; and beginning .
o PROSPER tinanclally. ',‘ '
Now don't gey the ided from
. this that in every case Goy is
going o work some incredible:
ucler Don't get the idea that if
yod TRY tithing, you ure to expect
some astounding thing to hap en,
" or that you are golig to fall heir
to a million dollars the next day.
Perhaps m Jiost cases yhe
fncpeusei G

ately apparent at all.

«  But of this,"you MAY Bp. SUREL. 2,
- Over the long haul, the 90 per-.
cent of income God allows you to |
keep for yourself will increasc to '
more than the 100 percent form-
erly was. God promises to bless

FE

_ they give in prudu;.tiu_n from their

er! God mmps

hY

und nlrouper the ti
. His promises! *

God did not estublish g, bmdmg '

taw of tithing withggt u good
RHANON! Actually, thére ure wany
reasons. All of God'u LAWS are
for our Goon.

Listen 10 God's Word to us:

“ “Observe und obey ull these
words which | command you. .

that it may go well with you und
your children after you for ever”
(Decuteronomy 12:28), .

It is. not good for 1 pegpson to
yet something for nothing, or for -
very little effort. This evil human
urge to Gt withowt giving — to
receive without paying - is the -
very thing in human nyture that
produces criminals.

Aut God' u\
be sunumed up in one word -
Love. But Jesus magnifticd this
‘into the two great laws — love to
God and love ‘lo. nhnan Nuicits
ok, Love is the principle of Grve
ING. Jesus sumined up thie redson’,
for it when He (‘ql AUt is more
blesscd lu GIVE than 0 kscuve'™
(Acts 20:35). God
reveals ll WE TeCeive Ry
blessing by giving lhun by u -
. g Gow wanis US TO HAYE
BLESSINGS!

People teally wafu blessings,
but few know the wiy., Most
people think the gresjer blessing,
comied from rectiving - getting
i taking —

Today we Americuns talk

uboul "uu, gican way.” But
Anmrluans_ammlkuumws

tuduy i8 u\ try to get mch thun’
they give. Formetly efiployers
took wmore in production from.
lubor thaw they paid employees in
wages. S0 lubor orggnized. Today
the labor-u ,u,run pru siple seeins to
‘be ta get ‘more, 0 wages, than

labor. Less work *— more pay!
Deluded lubor “unions seem to
. think this is lor their gm;d They -
don’t  know (}uus 1AW, l‘hcy

Hundreds of our cefworkers
* have writtex me, durin Iu: “Pust
m%rmmnﬁ&—mmrﬁyearﬂ—wyh =

CURSE on u:cmsclves :
A)’Ne talk, today, abuulmins »
peity. BupdGuo actually owns
nll the curth. That includes th
property on which yeu pay mes‘
" God says the saktil is His — for
He created it! God owns it, Me

‘.
e

T groun

Y .
)mluul LAW may

acquiving. ¥

lets us oteupy His em‘lh us tem:
porary tenants. All weaith comes
front the ground.

Ir s Not mmﬁ FOR MAN TO
TAKE ALL 1B CONSUMES QUT OF
Gob'y VARTH WITHOUT PAYING
ANYTIENG FOR 170 If you rent
from o MAN who ‘thinks

he owns it *he Lhn.rgca you rent .—
up to 50 percet o nore of what
you produce from ik, God sof o
1AW in motion - - the we' should
pay Him, not 50 pereent, but only
10 percent, pjus whatever offer-
ing we Juve in-our hearts to give.
Now a 1AW is not u law without a
penalty. God does not force you
to tithe, But if you don't, there is -
u penalty! "You lose the sLissiNG
that” goes with honest stewurd-
ship. You come under a cunrsi! -
" God”says our NATIONS gre
~under 4 CURSE todpy (Mulachi
- 3:9). becsuse wo have robbed>

. God. The man, who dues not puy
CGod His mhc in u thief

- ynd,s
worse thun’ u criminal rubbmg a
bank, he is (r)hhtwg Gonl* Yes,
Gob SAYS 80 - verse 8!

-~ And oqc of the Ten Command- -
ments is “'You shall not dreal”
(Exodus 20:15).. 'The man-who
does puts himsell immediately
under the law - - under penalty of

"ﬂ\Allj for all ctepnity - - unless
helrepents, und pledds the blood.
of Christ for- forgivencss und

rc-.unulmnun 10 God!

“.‘ 'I J

‘i(;;;.

r

Ignorance of the rAw dock not’ '

‘excuse. You iy, auyﬁ “Waell, |

“lhever knew all t

2 welly yoﬁ ?;'

anyoumow

it now.— or you cgn kuow it if
yop }1 check udmm OWN . :

Busy!

But'Gud 18 most merciful. '!hgg
minute Feully repont, quir-
breuking this Tow, bq;in keeping
- it hdnestly und Qo' 10 Chyist for
forgiveness; then ull

forgiven
and Gad begins. pourin @um His
Ylessing, just a8 He did dn me.

.- opened thelr eyes to 'Hm tithing . ‘

law, and ‘telling how they have
been blessed. One even wrote that
she, 100, had started tit
and her héns, too, had immediate-

. ly gone on an cgp:luying spree!

bhe hnd either heard me mention,
Antl maa 16 _

hing cugs;
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lhm expcrlcncc over thc wir, or

read of it inw former issiie.
Of course | won't guurantee

God will cause hens to start luy-

ing CERS fuster evgry time. 'Proba-

bly it w;mg work Bbﬁ,xm:lly that

wauy - but He' does. promise u

. blcmmu (Maluchi }: Ip 12).

How dé you puy your tithes to-,
Gon' "By putting them into
Gow's work where His Gospel is
bung preached
MAN'S guspel about C hrist, but
_the very same miessage Christ
preached..

Moust professing (‘hrmmn»
Wuve never heard the Gespel
today! Jcﬂa preached | nﬁly one
Gospel - thut about the Kile-

L DOM (gpvcrnmcm - fule) of
Gop - of Imw’(md is" golng toy
RULE ALEL NATIONS - - of how we
my, by heing begotten aow, be
actually BorRN INTO (f0D'S KING-
poM @t the Sceond Coming of
Christ, being then GLORIFIED jus)
us Christ is now gloritied in, lhc
very Faminy of God! -

+  But anost professing ministers
cof Christianity today dény lhh 1

(lm[’ml ultogether!

 Wuar does CGod -db with iy
. tithe? He uses it for His Mings-

COARY, to preach HIS messuge of

REPENTANCE, FALTHE IN CHKIST

AND BEING - BAPTIZED. BY  His

. SPkir INto His Faminy - His

mcm,sgc. ol the KingpoMm or Gob

- the WORLD LOMORROW! 1L s .-
ths nmusugc - Gony is
the nushuguo lrue sulVation. I iy’

the message ed aml o |
fyjler, happice Lirt - the wmes-
sage of BERNAY life, (Jod s pilt:
~ through grace? Fle uses it to tell

.mankmd THE WAY Lo huppmcss‘ .
joy, prosperity and eternul life in:
" -HIs KiNGDO )

But look af ihe cunst! God's
way has not been preached. The
WORLD js unhappy, empty, sick,
pcverty-slrukcn, cursed with
. fears and erwu. restlessness,

frustrations, muumty. crite, vio-

dence; wyr —-bis
" Bven ll’luugh OUr NATIONS are
" undcr o curse, you, a5 un individ- .
ual, may come under GQls
. BLESSING! TIt's, your BEST assur-
‘ance of gulmg and ‘holding a job -
— of continuous and lmrea.smg

' :mcom! .t
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‘(Continued ftom fmgc 3y
broke it, and gave it 'to them, suy-
ing, “This is My body . which is

* brance of Me.' Likewise He also
look theLup after. supper, saying,

My biood, which is shed for,
yOll LI LI

Notige, il waus “when the hour
_had come,” thut Jesus introduded
the unleavened bread and the
wine, ‘There wus a DEMINITE TIME
& definite hour « - wl)om He
held this vrdinance as an exam-
ple for us.

Notice, too, He wommanded
them to ubserly':
And .why? “In rmncmbruncc of
Me," . said Jesus. He . instituted
this New Testament way of keep-
ing the Passover,-on. that tragic
night, the very ave of His death.

In Matshew's mccount, the

" Bible shows thut this, Ordidinee

()\'(‘-‘l
thew 2(12 20). Jesus
Hiy time had come, J
Pussover, sacrilice

gnew that
wis aour
for us (1 °

1 '( orinthigns 5:7). - -
©UThe: Pussaver hud ulwuys been. -
held -on the’ éve of the ld4th of
- God's first month, atcording to
Ahe sucred or Jewigh . Lulcndur‘ll '
was the night of the final and last -
Pussover supgei- thut ‘Jesus tntros
CTESTAMENT
-

~duced lhcm}; 7

given for you;.do this in remen- ..

- some other time tha

“This.cpp is the new covenant in’  God? They would not have been :

= DO Tyt

was ul lhts ey umc of the Puxs-,
ey witre eating” (Mat-

- er's fect. For'l

nunce in&m wqu from year to
yeur” (Exodus 13:10). Jesus set

‘us an example (1 Peter 2:21),
. observing this ordinance ut the.

same time once u yeur (Luke
242)

Suppose thislaraclites in Egypt
had observed . this. ordinunce at
thut set by

suved when the death ungel

* pussed by thut night! God does

things ON viME. Tle hls given us

an ‘exact tilne for this ordinunce. .
Jenus iustilulcd the New Testad .

ment uymbolu

u?hcn'l‘ the hour
had come.”

A

The prdlncnco of humility

In gwmg
Mutthew] Murk..ahd Luke de-
scribe thg tuking of unleavened
broud will wine, But John relates
another part of this ordinance.

In the- 3th chapter, of John we'

notice that after the Passover sup-

. per was ended (verse 2), Jesus /-
- togk & towel (verse 4) and bugun

to wish His disciples” feet (verse
$). “So when He had waslied
their feet; tuken His gurtirdnits,
und sat down ugain, He said to
then, ‘Do you know what I have
done to you? You call me Teach-

or und Lord, and you suy well, fore o

“60 1w, 1 1 then; your. Lord and ©
Teucher, have washed your foot,
ybu ulso vught ty, \ush one unothe
Ihave given. you an
exumple, THAT YOU $HOULD DO
AS AW DL DUNE TU You' " (John
13:1215).. ] . :

‘us their accounts, -

“uind the. ,;mm:

"y

" unnga Lo
jwiglnul Pussover as Giod instis
tuted jt, write mnm.dmtely for
our Iree booklet Pagan Holidays
— or God's Holy Days -
Which? We alsw offer, ' free, o

true winual Holy Days, Be sure to
request it, tob.

Do this in rememb
. Why? Because. the
conunanded FOREVER.

nee of Me:®
ussover wis

, ubserved annually, along with the'

Duy%vol Unleavened Bregd. “You
hnll thcretore kccp t is ordi-

~in pluw(\ol‘ the.’
lan(/(hul was ulwuys slain

. Matthew -28:19-20, AV.
Jesus suid - to these sume disci- |

Yor ' full gxplunauuu of the

full-color calendar showing God'’s - - -manded vou.'

The Passover was to bc‘

If any of you are wondering. if
this. ordinance of humility is a
command 1O you, then turn to

ples: “Go ye therelore, und u.uch
all nutions, buplumg them . .\

" teacking ihem to obscerve all

thimgy whalwevvﬁ I have com-

teach us to obsérve Al things
wu,usmvun Jésus clo/immnded

—‘Remgmbm—l«,w&cmmmuded,—mem. N

Here

* So they were.to .

Kept. onco a yur{l( thm‘
nponallc Church

In 1. Conmhlans §:7:8, Paul
tells thc Corinthians: “Christ, our

_Passover, .was sacrificed for us.
‘Tlm‘farg let us keep. the feast,




1
. on the EvVE OF His DEATH.

_“was crucitied later that same. day,. .

1

L
'

‘- -in I Corinthians 11: The.apostle is 5. the Church,
“not speaking abeut a Christian
" being worthy or unworthy to take

-

not with old leaven . .. but with
the unleavened bread of sincerity
and truth.” And'in the 11¢h chap-
ter he gives the directions regard:
ingethis ordinance. .y

Some misunderstand verse 26,
which says “a$ often as you cat.
this bread and drink this cup,” by
interpreting it “take it as often as
you wish.” But it does not say
that! ’ .

Itisays *‘as often” as you
observe it, “‘you proclaim the
LORD'S DEATH till He comgs.”
Even Jesus commanded, “This
do, us often as you drink it, in
remembtance of Me' (verse
25).

We do it in remembrance of
THE LORD'S DEATH -— a memo-
rial of His death. ,

As you know, memorials are
celebrated annually, oncé a year,
on the” aknivirsaky of the
cvents commemorated. So we

gbserve the -memorial of Christ’s
‘death annually. And just as often

as cach year comes around, we
are to “proclaim theg Lord’s death
till He comes™ by keeping this
memorial.

" So let’s not

il at any other time than what

God says, then we tgke it unwor-

thily. We take it unworthily if we
do not accept the body and blood
of Christ? .

take this most
sacred ordinance to our condem-

' nation, but take it wor:hlly'

~ instead!

“E'astor" a mlstranslatlon

Following the example of Jesus
and the apostles, thg carly
Church of God observed the
Passover, and” the Days of
Unleavened Bread that immedi-
ately followed.

Notice “Acts 12:3. The Holy
Spirit of God inspired these

You have b‘e’en told
that Easter marks the
resurrection — that
~ Jesus rose from the
i dead Sunday morning.
.. These are fables.

oo
\

L4

Christ instituted this ordinance,

It was
the 14th of Abib, by God's sacred,
calendar, in the very beginning o

the day. God starts days at sunset,
not midnight. So, later that same
ddy after Jesus had gone out to
Gethsemane, Judas Iscariot led
lhc crowd to seize Jesus. Then He

in the daylight part of this same
14th of the month of Abib.

By fulluwmg ‘the eXample of
Jesus in observing -this sacred

o«

ordinance at 1hc same time He

did — the very same time the
Pissovér was fofever t.ummdndcd
* 1o be observed -— we continue to’'
remember His death, dnnually,
on the eve of the crucifixion.™®
Some always question the .
meaning of Paul in verses’27-29

it. It is speaking of the manner in
which it is done.

We “takg it unworthily if we
take it wrongly ‘in the' wrong
manner. Once we learn the truth
about its observance, and yet take

.

words:
unleavened ~bread.”
next verse, in the
chon we read of ‘Easter.”

»_'f' WL have jl.l?l seen thal “Eas-
“ter” was injected into the church
years -after the time of Jesus
: Christ. This word “Easter”
MISTRANSLA TION.

But in the

pasdm meaning PASSOVER. In
* every other place, exactly the

1 same word is used in the original

and always rendered PASSOVER.
Many other Bible translations,

including the Revised Auihorized -

Version, faithfully and correctly
render (his verse in Acts as “‘in-
tending to- bring him before the
people after Passover.”

So this verse, instead of men- .

, tioning Easter, really - proves that -

death of Christ,

ing Passover. .

 What does “break

bread’’ mean?

There are some ‘dendminations
that read Acts 2097 as a proof that
the “Lord’s Supper” should be

EREN

“Then were the days of

Authorized -

.been ‘the
is a .

Thc,,urlglm.l,, Greek . word 15 ot

10 years after.the.
was still observ-’

taken cach Sunday morning!
First notice that this was after the
Days of Unleavened Bread (verse
6). Paul was preaching a farcwcllv '
meeoting, not on Sunday morning,
but on S.nurddx night. It was
after midnight (verse 7) that they

- broke bread because they were

diungry. When they *had broken
bread and EATEN, AND TALKED A
LONG WHILE, EVEN TILL DAY-
BREAK,” Pall dcparted (verse
.. ’

So’ this was just an ordinary
meal! )
The same prrussmn “break
bread™ is found in Acts 27:34-35.
“Thercfore T uwge you to take ¢
nourishment . . . he took bread

\ .

. and when he had broken it HE
BEGAN TO EAT.” Also Acts 2:46
“And breaking bread from house
to house, they ATE THEIR FOOD,
with pladness.™

This could not posalbly th(,
“Lords Supper” or,
more properly, Pdssover, because
Paul says that if we take jt to

-satisfy our hunger we take it to = °

our condemnation (} Corinthians .
11:34). In that day, everyone
“broke bread™ at ordinary meals,

_because they did not have the

kind of bread that we shice Jesus
broke bread because it was al the
Passover. supper, while eating a
meal. v

We need 1o return to the faith
once. delivered. let us humbly

and obediently observe this. -

.sacred ordinance as we are com-

— +manded, at the scripural time,* -

after sunset, the 14th of Abib
according to the sacred calendar.
If you haven’t as yet learned

* about the observ; of this ordi- ¢
nance, write oS 1mmcdldlcly forg

our frcec booklet How .Often}
Should We Partake of the Lord’ ss

S upper? Q
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h?t‘ Is Manp

was not*an animal,

~am n@“l]ﬁ animal! I

am a human Mging!”
exclamicd John Metri
the so-called. ‘“elephant

man,” called this because he -
‘was sadly deférmed by a
‘physical

debility that
twisted his features.to loose-
ly resemble that creature.

Yes, John Merrick knew/he
but these
days evolutiogists are not so
sure. uTthe we are all
animals, descendants of
primitivg life forms that also
spawneé the apes and other
creatures on this earth by the

ocess of evolutjon.

Are they correct? Is man an
animal, or an immortal soul in a
mortal body (as most religionists
would argue)? Can we ‘know?

Happily, the answer is yes, we
can know, for the Bible plmgly_
reveals the answers. \‘

bodp\doctrlnv

Man is¥not an animal, nof’ an"' :

immortal soul housed in a.fleshly
body. He is, rather, a totally mor-
tal being but with a spiritual com-
ponent — the spirit in man,
w]nch gives him the power of
conscious: human mind and free
will, and which couples with
God’s Holy Spirjit to form the

converted Christiai mind.

The usual teachings
of\ this worlid ! .
““The nonbiblical “misconcep:
tions about this subject form
emotional attachments for
scieftists and religionists alike.

any scientists,

of course,

believe in the unproven theory of

evolution, and think man to be

“

-
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-‘happmeas in he

mercly the most advanced link } n
an unbroken chain of animal life
that sprang spontancously from
chemical soup by blind chance.
Recligionis sthe other hand,
cling with
belief that man is an immortal
soul housed iy an evil fleshly
body, waitjng to\b¢ freed at death
and serve but ctkrnity in blissful
en-or endlms

evolution do€¥ Hot even make the
" pretense of originating with the
Bible. The proponents of the

" immortal soul theory, od the

other -hand, assume their belief
has its reots in God’s Word. But
.they, too, are incorrect.

For, astoundingly, the belief in
the #nmortal soul arose, not from
sound biblical doctrine taught or,
written by the prophets . or, apos—
tles, but from ancient, heathen
Egypt. Then it was adopted by
pagan Gresk philosophers like

ePlato. Finally it infiltrated tradi-
tional Christianity through
believed “the teaching, but who
had adopted it from pagan Greek |
_philosophy — not- from the
Bible. :

No wonder the Apoatlc Paul -

val vehemence to the .

church “fathers™ who themselves

wrote for us to “bewareflest any
man spoil you through philpsophy
. and vain decgit, after the tradition

. of men® (Colossians 2:8, Autho-

rized Vcrsnon)' 4 . ™

But wé n
histarical record alone, ‘for the
doctrine of the immortality of the

not rest on-the .

soul falls shattered to the ground . -
in light of the plam tcachmg of S

God's Word. .
Tho Blblo tuachlnﬁ B

To'be sure, the Bible docs'.

indeed ,use the word saul (néver
the phrase

1mm0;;3{.seﬁ*~‘ how-
ever). But the worl soul is mere-

ly a trapslation in the Old and °

New Testaments of other words
from both Hebrew and Greek.
We must look to these languages
and the context” in which the
words are used if we are te under-

stand the words translated “soul" :

in mogdern versions.

To%egin, notice that man "bq:-
came a living soul,’’ accogding to
Genesis 2:7 (AV). And observe
that this verse does not say man
has a soul, but that, he is a soul.
“Further, thé English word frans-
lated “soul” here and in other
places is ‘the Hebrew word

- nephesh, which means a_“living,

breathing -creature’; it thh’?’(

includes both animal and human

life. The very same word.
. nephesh, refers to-animals in
Genesis 1:20-21;:24, .2:19 and

9:10, 12, 15, where it is transigted
“creature,” as well as in Genesis
1:30, 9:4, Leviticus® 11:70, 17.11
~ and other scriptures. .

‘Not. only does the word trans-
lated.“soul” in the Old Testament

“not imply immona{ily. nor even
" superiorfty to animals, but it is

even used to represent dead bod-
jes in Leviticus 21.1, 11, Num-
bers 6:6,

L1 and elsewhere. And .

N




-

-
w

~ (Zechariah‘

"twice: in the same Bible chapter

«does God dirgctly say, when -

 speaking of hufman beings, “The
*soul who sins shall die” (Ezekiel

- W84, 20)!

The Greek word transhted
“soul’ in the New Testament is
used in a similar sense, referring
only to physical, mortal life (I
Corinthians 15:45). Jesus Him-
self proctaimed that the soul can
be destroyed 'in hell (Matthew
. J10:28). The apostle John shows
« men are not i‘m:ﬁor}aﬂ “souls with*
J\hlS statement that “no murderer
has eternal life abiding in him™ (I -
John 3:15), while Paul pro-
cl’axmcd man’s mortality with the
words “the wages of sin is death”
(Romans 6:23), not immortal life .
" in hell! -

Clearly, ' ‘The doctrmc of the -

1mmorta14.0ul is'a myth, foisted
f_upon “the Chr‘snan world from
paganism!

‘Bui more mu}t be sald Qbout .
this important topic of what man -

is. For, akhough man is merely a
- mortal soul — a mortal, living, -

. "brealhxng creature like~an animal

—sJman is nonetheless clearly nqt”

a mere beast. like a monkey or a .«

goat or a horse. For man —
unlike the animals who have been
made each “after his [own] kind”
(Genests ol - 25‘ AV) —is made is .
God’s own “image”. and “like-.

-

--ness’’ (\‘rsc 26); am‘hs ‘thereford

after the God kind ‘and with
Gcﬁ s\general appearance.
I

0, and even 'more impor:

tantly, man has a spiritual compo-
nent, the “spirit i man,” which,
when combined with the human
brain, Jproduces the human mmd
‘with its unique self-awadreness’
g{np capacity for free will and
¢Baracier development. As the
bobk-of Job says,
man . .. that giveth them' under-
~-standing”’ tJobr 3.2:34,
lication Seciety translation). §
Likewise, the -prophet Zecha-
‘riah confirms that God *‘fom
the spirit .of man within himp™
12:1).- And Paul
“spirit”

declares that man has a *

© semantics.

*It is a spirit in -

within him -— a human spirit that -

gives man his unique human.

mind: “For what ‘man knows the
things of a man except the spirit
of the man which is ih him?™ (I

. Corinthians 2:11).

But caution is in ordet here. It
is tempting for sonie who have
bélieved in the immortal-soul the-
ory to con¢lude-that the spirit in
man is merely another term. for
the immortal soul and that the
whole argument, is simply one of
Not so.

.This spirit essence is not.an
immortal soul. The spirit in man.
is not the man. It is something in
the man. It ‘has no life of itself,
for the life of 'a man is in the air
he breathes and in the blood that
circuiates that breath through his
body (Genesis 2:7.» Leviticus
17:11). 1t doeg not of itself see or,

. hear { {g even a blind or deaf per-
son, (1 deprived of one of his

senses. 18 atiogeiher human) And
at dcath it has no consciousness of
itself, for it sleeps {1 Corinthians
11:30, 5351, 1 Thessalonians
4:14).- . r

- Yet the sppm in man ifmparts

}hc human qualities of mind to’

the man (read | Corinthians 2:9-
12), and, like a tape in g tape
recorder,

forms a permanent

-

record, Of, the QUalmes of mind -

and character built” by.d man dur-
mg his -lifetime: - And, rmuch as a
used tape is stored lifelessly on a

. shelf till aclwatcd for use in a

recordc; 50 also does the spirit of
man “returnto God who.gave it”

"after dqdlh urw! the resurrection
_when lifesis again given to a per-*
"son (Ecclesiastes 12: 7).

But those whbh -God hds called
and chosen — and they alone —

Feteive yet an additional compo- -
nent added to, their makeup. Itis, -

der- - niot the spirit of man, for man has
Jewish Pub=

‘that. naturally and- aut_omahcally
But it is another spirit, the Spirit

- of God Himself, whiich is given to
those who have been calied and; /

ld

physically in his mgther’s womb
(1 Peter 1:3). K Joms with our
own spirit (Romans 8x16-17) and

provides both the fruits or quali-

ties of God Himself in us and-the
ability to understarld, not. :percly

[the things of men, but mnntuai e

knowledgc from God!" (I Corm-
thians 2:11-12)!

And further, once we becqme'
converted and are filled with that
Spirit, wg have the seced and down
payment of eternal life within us,
which, unless rejected later by us,
will indeed blossom into full eter-
-nal life at Jesus Christ’s return
M Cormth!ans 5:1-5); ° N

How .incredible that we -—
mere humans — may have within

us the mind of God and the very |

knowledge of God!

Key verses . . v

It helps undcrstandmg 30
remcmbcr the most: 1mponant

- scriptures on a topic. Here are a’
few: Genesis 2:7 — man is a soul..

Genesis 1:200 — the same word
used as “soul” in Genesis 2:7 is
here translated as “‘living crea-

ture.” Ezekiel 18:4, 20 — souls-

can, die."Job 32:8, Zechariah 12:1,
1 Corinthians 2:11 — there is a
splm in man. I Cortathians 2:11-
12 — the gpirit in mian gives man

Man is not an
nor an. immortal sofl

is now compiete.
gmmal

housed in a fleshiy body,,but is . .

rather a tutally mortal bc;,ng. but
with a spiritual cumponent — the
spirit in man, which gives him the

power of conscious human mind ™

-and free will, and which couples
ith God's Holy Spirit to form

the converted Christianmind. — = -

Yes, John_Mcrrick, the “cle-

phant man,”r was right. Neither
he nor the’rest of us are animals,’
propegly baptized with the' laymgﬁ ‘but ratder human

- on of hdnds (Acts 2:38)! - *

’ Thns Spml begets us spmtually

ings, made i
the iplage of God with the hope

‘ of etk:rnal giory’ .0

much like-a human is begc.men :

ible a;xd frue pisture ’




IN THE GOOD NE WS

K What Does Pentecost Meanto You"

" Understand the meaning of this Holy Day of God, and
‘you will see why one of Christianity’ S most wndely held
. doctrines is actuaily in total error! N

- *Why So Many Denominations?

Hundreds of denominations, groups and sects all claim
to ‘be Christian. Is Jesus ‘divided? Or does He endorse
them all? How and when did all this confusnon begm” :

éDo You HaveOTlme cee .

"For God? For your. family? For yourself? Here’s
how topake time for the nmpo.rtant things m hfe
. — beforeit’s too late. -

T e Are All Ten Commandments m the
 New Testament? -

‘Have the’ Ten Commandments been replaced? Have .
T SOme been altered or omitted? You needn’t be confnsed' .

OWhat \Womes You"

" It can be d"one* You cam learn to put Wuny %of
your llfe — for good




