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PERSONAL FROM

‘Blood, Sweat and Téars’

his is a **blood,

sweat and tears”

talk with our read-
crs — with apologics to the
late Winston Churchill.

At Britain's darkest hour of
Waorld War 11, Prime Minister
Churchill’s “blood, sweat and
tears” speech saved the nation.
It struck throngh to the hearts
ol the British people. It moved
their emotions. Like an elec-
tric shock it gave them hope.

aroused a willingness to suffer
any sacrifice or privation, that
their country might survive.

Today, as surely as Britain
faced the question of survival
then, all humanity faces the ques-
Lion of SURVIVAL now — the sur-
vival of the human race!

We don't like to think about it.
We shrink Irom [acing up to the
facts. | know that well! But there
is a story to be told about that,
and | propose to tell it now.

Fifty-one years ago a tiny
handful of financially poor but
sober people did face up to it
I'hey volunteered 1o join me in a
“blood, sweat and tears™ sacrifice
1o do something about it. As time
went on, others caught the vision,
volunteered to join with them.

Mow, in humanity's darkest

hour — with most of humanity
lethargically refusing to face up
to it — our deliverance is near.

Glorious victory is in sight;
humanity will he saved alive. The
peaceful, happy, prosperous, joy-
ful WoORLD TOMORROW i5 soon to
dawn.

The world little realizes now,

It stirred their determination,

but soon it will come to aston-
ished awareness of the fact that
these volunteers have had some-
thing vital to do with it.

Their unselfish sacrifice has
gone too long unnoticed. 1 feel it
is high time that 1 give full
acknowledgment and pay full
tribute to those to whom tribute
is due. They have made possible a
very remarkable thing — some-
thing never done before! It is
something that concerns every
reader of this magazine.

This muga'u'!inc now has a wasl
readership of nearly two million
people. Before this vast audience
I want now to give public recogni-
tion for the loving service, often
at great personal sacri-
fice, given by a com-
paratively small army

God's work slarted small
and grew larga! Left, the
Armszlrongs do an early
radio broadcast. Right,
Mr. Armslrong tapes a
recent television program;
Thae Werld Tomorrow is

who have made possible the
world’s most powerful, most-lis-
tened-to broadcast — The World
Tamorrow, This program, 51
years on radio, and now on televi-
sion in nations around the world,
has a weekly audience of multiple
millions.

These same sell-sacrificing vol-
unteers have made possible
Ambassador College, wilh its two
campuses of tone and characier.

People often ask: “How can
vou do i1t? How can vou publish
such quality magazines of such
tremendous  circulation, without
advertising revenue, and without
subscription price?”

So, since we receive such ques-

saan around the world.

of volunteers. They have made it
possible for you to held this fine-
quality magazine in your hands
just now. They have also done far
maore,

These are the loyal co-workers

tions from many subscribers, it
seems fitting that the tribute |
wish to pay to this small army of

volunteers should, at the same
time, answer that very question.
When I say vou cannot pay for
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your own subscription — it has
already been paid — 1 do so
because | do not like to use the
word free. In the strictest sense
nothing is free. That is why we
say, “Your subscrip-
tion price has been
paid.”

OF course, SOMEONE
had to pay for it. Yel
we never charge you
— the reader. You
CANNOT pay for your
own., Our mail-opening
stafl is instructed to
return your money if
you 1ry.

This fact bewilders
people. NO ONE ever
did anything this way
before.

Do we then, some
ask, refuse 1o accept
contributions? The

frank answer is MNO! yne unseifish sacrifice of
co-workers has helped
make this great work
possible. Right, mail
culside early offfice in
Eugene, Ore. Abovae, Mail
Processing Center is a
huge operation today.

But we po refuse 1o
ask the public for con-
tributions. That tiny
little family of volun-
teer co-workers has
grown through the
years, And candidly |
do tell them about financial
neceds. BUT — WE EMPHATICALLY
DO REFUSE TO SOLICIT OR
REQUEST PEOPLE TO BECOME
co-worRKERS. Our expanding
family of co-workers became so
VOLUMTARILY.

So | repeat though no one,
even a co-worker, can pay for his
own subscription to this maga-
zine, it did cost something to pro-
duce and put into readers’ hands.
Your subscription price HAS BEEN
pally — by these co-workers who
became co-workers VOLUNTARI-
Ly, by their own choice!

Their tithes and freewill offer-
ings make possible an astonishing
activity serving and helping mul-
tiple millions of people all around
the world!

Let me be really personal, and
tell you how this month’s “Per-
sonal™ talk came with such
impact to my mind.

| was taking an important busi-
nessman on a tour of our Pasa-
dena campus. He seemed quite
impressed with everything.
People usually are. He said, “Mr,

2 The GOOD NEWE

Armstrong, you have done won-
ders!™ 1 tried to tell him 1 had
done nothing of the sort. But |
couldn’t convinece him. All he

could see was simply that [/ had

accomplished it. The unseen
hands that made it possible were
not visible to his eyes. Too many
people have been giving me credit
for accomplishment over entirely
too long a time. So it Aashed to
my mind that 1 must make this
public acknowledgment, and give
this public recognition where it is
due. No — not just due — far too
long averdue!

Some time ago a leading news-
magazine made a statement to the
general effect that our only hope
for the survival of human life now
lies in the power of "a strong
hand from someplace.” That is
100 percent true. Bul very few
realize it.

You see, they were talking
about an uUNSEEN hand from
someplace. What people cannot
see, they wsually cannot believe.
People sce me, and give me all the
credit.

Fifty-eight years ago, my ecyes
were opened to a good many seri-
ous, sobering things. 1 saw the
way humanity is drifting. 1 saw,
even then, the threat to human

existence, 1 read advance news
reports, proved 10 be reliable, of
the world’s condition and trends.
| read also of the coming ou-
Tion of world problems, by and
through this wnseen sirong
hand from someplace. 1 came
to SEE” this “unseen hand.”
And 1 was given to “seg” the
challenge to awaken millions to
the urgency of the world cricis

- and to the glorious GOOD
~NEwS of the happier world of
peace just beyond.

A very small handful of per-
sonal acquaintances also recog-
nized the challenge and the call
to hecome instruments of that
“unsecn hand.” That “unseen
hand™ has proved to be a very
steady, strong and powerful
hand.

This small number of per-
sonal acquaintances were poor in
this world’s gonds, but rich in the
true values.

In a sense, they, with me, felt
“drafted” into this service — yel
they willingly VOLUNTEERED.

That was some 51 years ago,
early 1934. Seven years before,
early 1927, 1 had envisioned the
idea of the Plain Truth magazine,
Al the time, 1| was living in Port-
land, Ore. | even engaged a pro-
fessional letter-artist to design a
dummy front cover for a maga-
zine called The Plain Truth. 1
wrote three or four articles
never actually published, 1 be-
lieve, save one. But it was not
until seven vears later that 1 was
able to produce Volume I, Num-
ber | of The Plain Truth. That
was the February, 1934, issue. It
was a ““homemade magazine™
done on a borrowed mimeograph.
The stencils were cut on a bor-
rowed typewriter.

On January 6, 1934, due 1o the
volunteered help of these lew co-
workers, | was able o go on the
air with what became the World
Tomaorrow program. It was a lit-
tle 100-watt radio station in
Eugene, Ore. The charge lor time
— $2.50 per half-houwr program.
The station owner had set a price
lower than his operating cost for
the hall hour. Our tiny handful of
co-workers were able, then, to
contribute only about $1.38 per




week between them. | plunged
ahead, taking the rest on [aith,
The program then was only once
a week., On the first four broad-
casts, | offered The Plain Truth,
free, subscription already paid.
How paid? By these few volun-
leer co-workers.,

Ciradually others caught the
vision. It was then in the very
depih ol the Great Depression.
Money was a scarce commodity.
To even issue a handmade
mimeographed “magazine” and
pay $2.50 per week for broadcast
time meant a real “blood, sweat
and tears” sacrifice.

But we had a suission! There
was a tremendous PURPOSE! We
WEre sure we saw THE way to do
it no set subscription price lor
The Plain Truth no request
for contributions over the air, All
had to be given wiTHOUT PRICE!

Somehow those few scll-sacri-
hicing co-workers began to pros-
per. Even though they made seri-
ous scll-sacrifice financially, their
economic condition gradually im-

proved. It was almost as il it paid

them 1o have a parl in this
work!

In those early years, this work
faced a constant struggle for sur-
vival, But gradually i1 grew
and grew and multiplied in
power and scope. By 1942 we
were being heard nationally in the
United States. In 1947 Ambassa-

The Plain Truth, one of the
world's finest and largesi-
circulation magazines, is
free lo all who request

it. The first Plain Truth was
printad on a borrowed
mimeograph, balow. Right,
Mr. Armsirong inspecls
S0th-anniversary fssue.

dor College was born, But not
without birth pangs. For two
years it was a fight for existence.
Then @ few people volunteered 1o
send in their life savings 1o help.
Those people prospered financial-
lv thereafter.

Gradually, as more and more
people have come 1o recognize
the challenge to realize this
great work offers them an oppor-
tunity to have a parr in changing,
and in the end actually saving, the
world the number who have
volunteered to become co-work-
ers has increased.

But there is a rather amazing
factor here. Virtually every phase
ol our operations increased sub-
stantially each year — save one
factor. That is the number of co-
workers who make it possible.

It costs money to conduct this
work more money cach year.
And ol course that means the
income for the work from these
co-workers has increased each
year for we do pay our bills
and thercfore our financial stand-
ing today is quile sirong,

But the incredible thing is.
the increase in the number ol co-
workers helping voluntarily with
us each vear is less than the
increase (n expenditures,

How can we account for an

increase each year in tithes and
contributions received with only a
small increase in the number con-

tributing”? The answer is surpris-
ing indeed! Those who volunicer
to have part in this great work do
find that it PAYS Lheir personal
incomes, on Lhe whole, increase! |
do not mean in every case but
as a whaole! -

How can we account for that?

Well, there is that strong hand
[rom someplace. Il that unseen
hand does not exist, humanity
will not survive on earth another
25 years! 1 know whereof 1 speak,
for no organization on earth hag a
more knowledgeable grasp and
understanding of world condi-
tions, trends and causes than
ours. We know where this con-
fused world is heading. It is sim-
plv ~wot finding any workable
solutions for its major problems.

Butl there is that unseen
STROMG HAND! There will be
supernatural intervention to save
humanity alive. And the revela-
tion given mankind by the
Supreme Personage that wields
that strong hand explains wmHy
such a small increase in support-
ing co-workers can account for
the large increases in what they
provide.

Listen to a few excerpts from
the revealed explanation: To our
own nations. He says: “Even from
the days of your lathers ye are
gone away [rom mine ordinances,
and have not kept them. Return
unto me, and 1 will return unto
you, saith the Lord of hosts.
But ye said, Wherein shall we
return?” And He answers the
questioners: “Will a man rob
God? Yet ve have robbed me.
But ye say, Wherein have we
robbed thee? In tithes and
offerings. Ye are cursed with a
curse: for ye have robbed me,
even this whole nation. Bring
ye all the tithes into the store-
house, that there may be meat
in mine house, and PROVE ME
NOW HEREWITH, saith the
Lord of hosts, if I will not open

you the windows of heaven,
AND POUR YOU OUT A BLESS-
iwG, that there shall not be

room enough to receive it”
{Malachi 3:7-10, Authorized
Version).
Cur Creator and Ruler of
[Continuwed an page |2)
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What Does ;
Pentecost

0 you know what is
the most universally
believed false doc-

trine in the Christian world?

That universally believed
false doctrine is that all
humanity is LOST — consigned

to an eternally burning hell
unless they “get saved” by

4 The GOOD NEWS

By Herbert W. Armstrong

accepling Jesus Christ as personal
Savior NOW!

They say that we, NOw, are in
the oNLY day of salvation that
when Christ returns to earth the
door to salvation will be cLOSED!
Unless you are “saved™ now, you
are LOST!

| once heard the world's most
famous evangelist tell a massive

ean to You?

audience (on television) that we,
now, are in the oNLY day of salva-
tion that tomorrow may be too
late. Many are [rightened into
“making their decision flor
Christ.”

That false belief implies that
when Jesus Christ returns in
supreme POWER and GLORY, He
will be helpless 1o save you! On



God's Holy Days are based an the agn-
culural seasons in Palestne. Pentecos!,
early swmmer, pvclures tha Brsl, small har-
vas! of those few being called by God at
us pmeg — God's WSITUls

the comtrary, God’s Word says
Jesus is coming 1) to restore the
government of God. setting up
the KinGposm ofF Gop, and 2) to
call arL people still living to sal-
voation and eternal life.

What is the TRUTH?

God's annual Sabbaths were
given 1o keep the true Church in
the true knowledge of our Mak-
cr's master plan.

The one original, yet perse-
cuted Church of Cod stands alone
in kecping these annual festivals.
And it alonme has that basic
UNDERSTANDING.

What, then, is the TRUTH that
the annual day of Pentecost. or
Feast of Firstlruits, is given lo
teach us?

It teaches us the very opposite
of what this world's “*Christian-
iy believes.

It teaches us that we of the’

TRUE Church are the “FIrsT-
FRUITS” ONLY — the FIRST (o
receive salvation through Christ.
It teaches us that all ethers are
NOT YET CALLED. It teaches us
that, as Jesus sad, "MNO ONE CAN
come o Me unless the Father
who sent Me draws him™ (John
f-dd)

But isn’t God the Father des-
perately trying to draw all
humans ~ow? Emphatically ne!
— nar ver! Was God unjust? WNo!
Mever!

Notice what God did., right
alter our first parents rejected
God as their RurLer, their
Revealer of knowledge and as
their Savior with the gift of ever-
lasting life.

“Then the Lord God said, *Be-
hold. the man has become like
one of Us. to know good and evil.
And now, lest he pur our his
hand and take also of the tree of
life. and eat. and live forever® —
therefore the Lord God sent him
oul of the garden of Eden to till
the ground [rom which he was
taken. S0 He drove out the man:
and He placed cherubim at the
east of the garden of Eden, and a

flaming sword which turned
every way, to guard the way to
the tree of life” (Genesis 3:22-
24).

Thus, ALL MANKIND was
BARRED [rom access o God or
receiving eternal life — all but
the comparative rew God would
specially call for some perfor-
mance leading to the Kingdom of
God.

In effect, God said to MANKIND
through Adam and Eve:

“¥You have made your own
decision. You have rejected me as
your God and vour Ruler,
Revealer of knowledge and Sav-
ior. Therefore | have cut you and
the whole world that will spring
from you off from all contact
with me. Go and form your own
governments, vour own religions,
your own production and dissemi-
nation of knowledge. However, |
shall reserve the prerogative to
specially call into my service such
as | shall choose, for a part in
preparing for the Kingdom of
Giod

“Otherwise, the world that will
develop from you is cut oFfF from
all eontact with me for 6,000
years, when the Kingdom of God
shall be established, ruling aLL
NATIONS!

Far from trying o gel every
human saved spiritually during
the 6,000 years, God cuTt oFF all
humanity — save the compara-
tive ¥FEw He would specially
call.

THAT 158 wHY Jesus said “No
one can come to Me™” during this
6,000-year period except God the
Father specially calls 1them
(John 6:44) — and He has called
this very few mor jusr for salva-
tion, but for a special service pre-
paring for the coming Kingdom
ol God, as well.

After that 6,000 years expires,
Jesus Christ will come again to
earth, this time in SUPREME
POWER AND GLORY, 10 set up
Gop's GOVERNMENT on earth.

Satan shall be banished. Then,
during the seventh thousand
years, God will call eveEryBODY
then living.

And after the seventh millen-
nium, God will resurrect 1o mor-
tal life all the billions of people

who had not been called for spiri-

tual salvation.

Is God discriminating?

Those who have been called
have had to overcome Satan.
Those called later shall not.

Wuy this difference? We
might reason: Is God discriminat-
ing against us, who have to resist
and overcome Satan, when all
converied during the Millennium
will not?

But there is no injustice with
God. Yet there is a DIFFERENCE!

Tring on THIS! God is calling
ONLY a comparative FEW now. [s
that an evil or a blessing? It is a
iremendous blessing, for, refer-
ring to Gods Church for this
Church dispensation oxNLy, Jesus
says: “And he that overcometh
[overcomes Satan and sell and
the world], and keepeth my
works unto the end, to him will |1
give power over the nations: and
he shall rule them with a rod of
iron” (Revelation 2:26-27, Au-
thorized Version), and, *To him
who overcomes [Satan, the world
and self] 1 will grant to sit with
Me on My throne” (Revelation
3:21).

Those promises pertain only 10
those called before Christ's
return. So some wanting to
accuse God might ask: “Isn’t this
UNFAIR to those not called mow?
They have no chance o know,
now, the joys of God’s Holy Spir-
it. And they have no promisec of
exalted position or power when
they are "saved’ later!”

Absolutely ~o! There is no
injustice with God. I'm sure those
~OT now called do not feel they
are discriminated against. They
don’t want 10 be called. And as
for high and glorified position,
that 15 a responsibility, and 1 do
not know of anvone uncalled who
has any sense whatever of dissat-
isfaction because he may not have
such exalted position in the world
romorrow, ruled by the King-
dom of God.

But nevertheless. this 1s anhf
interesting point. Those called
now do have Satan, Satan’s wnrlds
and their own human nature to?
overcome — and that requiress
effort, self-denial and willpower, £
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which most humans would not

wantl o pay.

Highest positions
already allotted

But what about those who
chall be called Tor the Arst hime
and converted, after Christ
returns? Shall they not have any
opportunity to inherit a high and
lofny position?

Probably the highest and most
lofty positions in both Church
and State in the world to come
already have been allotted.

We know that cach of the orig-

inal 12 apostles will be ruler over
one of the 12 nations springing
from the 12 tribes of lsracl. We
know that David will be king over
them and those under them. We
may well assume that Abraham
will have even a higher position.
Those are not only the highest
honors but they are likewise
the highest and most demanding
responsibilities.

Probably the chiel seats of
authority in the world tomorrow
ruled by the Kingpom or Gon
will be alrecady filled at Christ’s
coming. But, during the thousand

B Ihe GLOL NEWS

years, population (human) will
INCrease and new rm.-..iliurlh in BOV-
ernment and in spiritual adminis-
tration will increase. Also, in the
Great White Throne Judgment
later.

Called to more than
salvation

But lor us now, it is imperative
that we wnderstiand that those
calLED and inducted by Ged into
His Church wow have been
called for MORE THAN JUST SPIRI-
TUAL SALVATION AND THE GIFT
OF ETERNAL LIFE. We are called.

every one of us, [or a4 PART in
preparing for the Kingdom of
Ciod!

For our part now, in this pres-
ent “Philadelphia ern.” each of
vou is called for the mission o
fovally backing up the GREAT
cosMmission ol proclaiming the
true Gospel to the whole world
and one important thing more
When Jesus comes 10 ruLe, His
wife THE CHurcn will have made
hersell ready to be holy and
without blemish, not having spot
or wrinkle or any such thing. And
we in the Church as a whole

HAVE NOT ATTAINEDRD FULLY TO
THAT HOLY STATURE AS YET.

And our work 15 not fimished
until we do allow God 1o bring us
unitedly to that state — ready 1o
leave this world of Nesh and blood
and to enter an entirely NEW
WORLD the Church made
immortal, composed of sririT!
Our job o which God has called
us is far rfrrom flinished!

God's Church made ready

| know God called me 1o re-
establish on carth His GovERN-
MENT and Lo proclaim worldwide
the GREAT COMMISSION the
announcement of the now 1mmi-
nent Kingnosm oF Gon.

All that has been my job since
conversion in 1927 and that
job is not yet hinished.

{Although we have no way of
knowing HOW FAR we must reach
people in all parts of the world,
God does not expect us to reach
every human on carth with His
message. and we may be much
closer to accomphshing what He
expects than we think.)

But my efforis as Christ's
apostle have also been heavily
devoted to preparing God's
Church the spiritual Temple
to which Christ will come.

The living Christ as Heap of
this Church has been using His
chosen apostle to set His
CrHurcn on Gon's track!

| could write much more along
this line. but | want to leave that
thought with vou now,

As we come Lo God's Feast of
Firstfruits ( Pentecost) May 26
this vear — let us bear forcibly in
mind we in God’s Church must
be MADE READY for Jesus
Christ is coming S00N and we
are NOT YET FULLY READY Lo be
instantly changed and caught up
to meet our Lord a5 He comes in
clouds!

You need the important infor-
mation in our free booklet Pagan
Haolidays or God's Holy Days

Which? It explains in detail all
of God's annual festivals., what
they mean and how to keep them.
For your copy of this booklet,
mail the literature request enve-
lope in this issue or write 1o our
address nearest you.

H
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Pentecost
in Gods
Master Plan

By Jerold W. Aust

entecost, the Feast of
Firstfruits, one of
God's seven annual
Holy Days, pictures an
important step in God's
master plan of salvation!
This Holy Day helps ex-
plain the different times when
salvation will be offered to dif-
ferent segments of mankind,

God's two harvests

God’s annwal Holy Days are
laid out according to the seasons
in Palestine. And God uses two
harvests of Palestine 1o symbolize
His rwo separate harvests ol all
human lives. The earlier, much
smaller harvest begins with Pen-
tecost, and the latter, much larger
harvest begins with the Feast of
Tabernacles and ends with
the Last Great

like a man who sowed pood seed
in his field; but while men slept,
his enemy came and sowed tares
among the wheat and went his
way 7 (Matthew 13:24-25).

In this parable Jesus likens
God’s plan of salvation to a phys-
ical harvest of grain or wheat.

“His disciples came to Him,
saying, "Explain to us the parable
of the tares of the field.” He
answered and said to them: “He
who sows the good seed is the Son
of Man. The ficld is the world,
the good seeds are the sons of the
kingdom. but the tares are the
sons of the wicked one. The ene-
my who sowed them is the devil,
the harvest is the end of the age,
and the reapers arc the angels.
Therefore as the tares are gath-
ered and burned in the fire, so it
will be at the end of this age™™

7 (verses 36-40). God is in the pro-

cess of plant-

Day.

You need to
be concerned
with this ear-
lier harvest. It
is being plant-
ed right now.
We'll use one
of Jesus® par-
ables 1o help
explain: “"“An- &~
other parable f”
He put forth to
them, sayving:
*‘The kingdom
of heaven is

ing good seed
now. He is call-
ing thousands
through this
work that is
presently being
done through
the Worldwide
Church of God.
And thousands
are responding

Wheat (laft) and
tares (right).
God's whoal will
be revealed al
Christ's return.

to that calling. He may be plant-
ing in you.

But Satan is not idle. He, too,
is planting his wres among the
wheat in God's leld — this
world. It's critical 1o determine
whether we are wheat or tares.

Tares look like wheat. A tare is
shaped like a wheat stock and
head. but its content is dwarfed at
best or nonexistent. When tarcs
sprout with wheat, they look sim-
ilar. Even after they are both
grown, from a short distance it is
difficult o distinguish between
them. But to the discerning eve,
the difference is obvious.

God always knows the differ-
ence between his “wheat™ and the
“tares” of Satan’s world. God's
people are known by their good
frutts { Matthew 7:16, 20).

Many called, but few chosen

Jesus Christ said that many arc
called but few are chosen (Mat-
thew 22:14). God's earlier, small-
er harvest will be made up of the
relatively few people who are tru-
lv submitting to God today.

The wvast majority of people
who have ever lived will have
their chance for salvation during
the Millennium and the Great
White Throne Judgment, sym-
bolized by the Feast of Taber-
nacles and the Last Great Day,
This will be the great fall harvest.

To most of the world, the day
of Pentecost remains a mystery,
But you are being given the
chance to understand now. This
day of Pentecost represents your
turn in God’s master plan of har-
vesting all human lives. You, too,
can help declare to a blinded
world the truth of God.

MNotice the fantastic meaning
the day of Pentecost has for those
called now: “'Blessed and holy is
he who has part in the first resur-
rection. Over such the second
death has no power, but they [of
the early harvest, symbolized by
Pentecost today] shall be pricsts
of God and of Christ, and shall §
reign with Him a thousand years™
{ Revelation 20:6).

The amazing meaning of Pen-
tecost 15 now revealed to vou.
What is your next move going to
be? o

Wusirafoe By Manla Fra
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W hat

as Jesus Like

as a

Human?

Don’t be too sure you know! Here is an accurate
description, straight from the Bible.

t may come as a sur-

prise to some that the

sad, long-haired, weak-
looking Jesus portrayed in
most pictures with a white
robe and a halo is not the
Jesus of the Bible!

The pictures and statues
depict “another Jesus™ (11
Corinthians 11:4)!

There is no single passage of
Scripture giving a complete
description of Jesus the man. But
many scattered verses allow us
glimpses of Him as He really was.
Here arc some of them.

Be sure 1o look these verses up
in your own Bible. Analyze them
and ask voursell if you have en-
visioned Jesus as He really
was,

Jesus the man

Jesus was not especially hand-
some (Ismiah 53:2). He could
walk right through a crowd with-
out being recognized (Luke
4:30), Judas had to point Him out
with a kiss (Matthew 26:48-49),
His hair was short (see accompa-
nying box), but there is a possibil-

& The QOO0 NEWS

By Clayton D. Steep

ity He had a beard (lsaiah
50:6).

Jesus was the clder brother to
several younger brothers and sis-
ters (Matthew 13:55-56). As a
child He was exceptionally bright
(Luke 2:46-47); as an adult He
amazed the scholars of His day
(Jahn 7:15).

He was no physical weakling.
Since Jesus was a carpenter
{Mark 6:3), His hands must have
been calloused and His shoulders
big. As there were no eleciric
tools back then, sawing and drill-
ing were done by hand. This was
hard work. A physically weak
person could not survive the
Roman scourge (Mark 15:15), or
fast for 40 days and then go on to
win the most decisive battle of all
time, with Satan himsell (Mat-
thew 4:1-11).

The Bible indicates Jesus had
His own house in Capernaum
(Mark 2:1, Matthew 13:36, 57)
— He was not a destitute vaga-
bond. And His house was large
enough 1o hold quite a few people
(the fact that Jesus' family was
“outside” means the group of
people that He was addressing
was inside the house Matthew

12:46. 13:1). Being a carpenter,
He could have built it Himself.

Jesus was lamiliar with the
ways of wild animals and plants
{Matthew 6:26-30), as well as the
principles of agriculture (Mat-
thew 13:1-43) and caring for
domestic animals (John 10:1-5,
Luke [3:15, 14:5). By observing
the clements, He knew what kind
of weather to expect (Matthew
16:2-3).

Tanned by the Judean sun,
Jesus was accustomed to walking
long distances until He was
sweaty and thirsty and weary
{John 4:6-7). There were no
doubt times when it was neces-
sary during His travels o sleep
out under the stars or wherever
shelter could be found (Matthew
§:20).

A man of many facels

Those who imagine only a
“gentle Jesus, meck and mild™
have forgotien how He twice
chased the money changers out of
the Temple (John 2:13-17, Mark
[1:15-17). Dumping their money
on the floor. He pushed over their
tables and upset their chairs.
While the fabbergasted money



changers scrambled (o get out of
His way, Jesus used a small whip
to drive out the frightened oxen
and hleating cheep.

The same eyes in which the
money changers saw the fire of
righteous anger flash (John 2:17)
overflowed on other occasions
with tears of tenderness and sor-
row (John 11:35, lsaiah 53:3).
lesus was (ull aof compaggion
(Matthew 9:36),

He was fond of children { Mark
10:15-16), and children were
fond of Him (Matthew I1:15).
He loved to be with people ( Mark
6:34, Luke 9:11) and to serve
them (Acts 10:38). But He
always managed 1o get away by
Himsell so He could maintain
contact with His Father in heaven
{Matthew 14:22-23),

Jesus understood the poor
{Luke 21:1-4) and the rich ( Luke
12:13-34). He comprehended the
prublems of the laborer as well as
the employer ( Matthew 20:1-16).
He knew the true principles of
cconomics and how 1o handle
wealth (Matthew 23:23, Luke
19:12-26). And He paid taxes,
too (Matthew 17:24-25, 22:17.
21), Jesus ate with publicans and
sinners (Matthew 9:10-11) and
with Pharisees (Luke 7:36). He
knew how 10 conduct Himsell in
any social situation. He dressed
well. His clothing was of such val-
ue that Roman soldiers gambled
for it (Matthew 27:35).

It was at a wedding celebration
of a well-to-do family that Jesus
performed His first miracle. They
had drunk all the wine. So Jesus
changed water inlo more wine —
perhaps 100 to 150 pallons of it
(John 2:1-11). Jesus enjoyed
good food and good drink (Luke
7:33-34), Bui He always exer-
cisvd perfect sell-control,

Jesus had a powerful, loud
voice that could be heard by mul-
titudes long before microphones
were invented (Matthew 15:10).
When it was appropriaie He
spoke with a note of humor (Luke
13:32, Mark 3:17).

Jesus loved life and lived it
abundantly. But He never let
anyihing or anybody interflere
with proclaiming the Gospel of
the Kingdom of God and doing

His Father’s will { Matthew 6:33,
John 15:10).

A dynamic example for us
Jesus of MNazareth God in
the flesh — a wacher, a depend-
able friend, a warm, well-bal-
anced, dynamic person.
Priests, harlots, businessmen,

lepers, children, Roman soldiers,
Jews, Samaritans, widows, rulers
of the synagogue, sinners — He
was loved by some, hated by
some, feared by some, respected
by all. In every circumstiance of
His varied life He obeyed the
laws of His Father, setting an
example for us 1o follow.

Short hair for men has been with
us far longer than most realize. It was
the domimant . :u':"i*r'lh"ﬂ made For men
in the time of Jesus Christ,

Pick up any pood, illustrated his-
tory book on the period and you will
see the evidence: All statues of
Roman legionnaires show them with
closely cropped hair. A Roman with
long hair was an oddity.

All the Roman emperors before,
during and after the time of
Christ, from Julivs Cacsar to
Trajan, wore short hair. And
the cmperor sct the pattern in
style and mode of dress for the
whole empire.

Before the coming of the
Komans, the Hellemstic Greek
culture dominated the eastern
Mediterranean area, and Judea
by no means escaped. Even in
Christ’s day. a larpe segment of
the Jewish population was
Greek-speaking and Hellenistic
in outlook (John 12:20, Acis
6:1). The Greek Hellenistic

2
Roman emperors Caesar Avgustus (lefl)
and Trajan (right) both wore short hair,
and they sel the standard in personal
appearance for the ampire. The Bible says
it iz a shame for a man lo have long hair.

" Did Jesus Have
Long Hair?

these words has anything to do with a
Nazirite vow. MNotice that Jesus
drank wine {Matthew 11:19), He also,
on oceasion, touched a dead body
(Matthew 9:253). Both these actions
were forbidden to anvone under a
Mazirite vow {Mumberz 6:3, &).

Mow | Corinthians 11:14 becomes
clear: “Does not even nature itsell
teach you that il a man has long hair,
it is a dishonor to him?"

style for men was to wear the
hair short.

What about the non-Hellenistic
Jews? The Jewish Talfmud, which is
anti-Hellemistic, states that all priests
should have their hair cut once every
i0 dayvs. These Jews were aware of
the stmtement in Exekiel 44:20; “MNor
shall they shave their heads, nor let
their hair grow long.”

Statues and other reproductions of
Jewish men from Christ’s period
again point to short hair as the
stvle.

Sume have mstakenly  assumed
that Christ was under a Nazirite vow,
This was not the case.

Jesus Christ came from Nazarerh.
The carly Christians were sometimes
called Nazarenes. But neither of

Those under a Mazirite vow let
their hair grow long as a token of
humiliation. It was a shame. Notice,
too, that as soon as the time period of
the Nazirite vow was over, the one
who undertook the vow waz to shave
his head (Numbers 6:18)!

Mo, Jesus did not have long hair.
He looked ke any other normal Jew
of His day. On a number of occasions
He was able to pass through crowds
because He looked just like anvone
else (Luke 4:30, John B:59, 10:39).
Judiss Tad 1o use a special sign, a kiss,
to point out to Jesus’ encmies which
onc He was (Matthew 26:48-49).
Judas would not have had to do this if
Jesus had looked any different from
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What Do You Mean
‘In Jesus’ Name’?

Jesus gave His followers the special privilege
of using His name, and we must use it properly!

You've seen that of-
ten — probably too
often. It is one of the most
overused — and misunder-
stood — of the religious-
sounding phrases that are so
casually used today.
Sometimes people writing in to
one of our offices requesting liter-
ature will sign their letters “in
Jesus' name.” Others put it on
greeting cards or other casual
correspondence. They mean no
harm, of course. They probably
think that they are demonstrating
their faith and beliel in Jesus
Christ.
But stop and think about it a
moment. What does “in Jesus'
name” mean?

“ In Jesus' name.”

What's in a name?

When you do anything in
someone e¢lse’s name, you're
doing it in his stead, or by his
authority.

For instance, | had to send my
passport to an embassy in Wash-
ington, D.C. to obtain a visa. |
was nol able to pick it up person-
ally. But a passporl is an impor-
tant document, and the embassy
wis not about to hand it over to
just anyone who asked for it.

So | had w0 give a friend a let-
ter giving him permission to pick
up the passport “in my name”
that is, in my stead, but with my
authority.

A name, then, is very impor-
tant. And God's name is the most

10 The GOOD NEWS

By John A Halford

important name of all. The third
of the 10 great commandments
warns Lhat we must never take
the name of God in vain (Exodus
20:7).

Strange, isn't it. how
television and film cen-
sors who insist that cer-
tain four-letter words
dle I'UIIIU'E'I:d rl o
scripts don't blink an
eye when the names of
God and Jesus Christ
are bandied aboul as
expletives?

A Christian, of
course, would not make
that mistake. That kind
of blasphemy belongs
firmly in the past. But
even Christians can be
guilty of taking the
Lord’s name in vain
{that is, for no good
purpose) if they get into the habit
of using it too casually.

When you write Lo a friend, or
even write to us for free litera-
ture, are you really doing it in
Jesus' name? No. It is in your
own name, on your behall and on
your own authority. You don’t
need Jesus' permission to do it

A letter truly representing
Jesus Christ, coming from one
who has the office and authority
to write 11, is a different matter.
Paul wrote his epistles *in Jesus'
name.” These letters from an
apostle to the Church had the full
authority of God they were Lo
be taken seriously. They weren't
casual correspondence, On the

other hand, there 15 little cause
for the average person to wrile
“in Jesust name” — most of our
regular correspondence just does

not need 1o carry that weight of
authority.
“Well, OK,” vou might say,

“but what about Colossians
1:17?" There Paul wrote, “And
whatever you do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus.”

Faul obviously didn’t mean
that everyvthing you do and every-
thing you say had to literally be
labeled *in Jesus’ name.” That

would become ridiculous. So,
what did he mean? é“l
L]

LS

Ambassadors for Christ -;-
Paul understood that whtni

God calls someone out of thiss
world to prepare in thought, word £



and deed for life in the world
tomorrow, Lthat person has a
heavy responsibility. He must no
longer live the way he previously
lived, according to the customs
and life-styles of this world. He
must now set an example — by
following the example of Christ.
In a very real sense, God's people
represent Him.

Paul showed that a Christian is
an ambassador for Christ (11
Corinthians 5:20). That carries a
responsibility. An ambassador
represents his government in a
foreign country. He mustl repre-
sent the values, standards, poli-
cies, politics and attitudes of his
country. It is the same with an
ambassador for Christ.

When Jesus Christ was on
earth He did not just represent
Himself. *1 have come in My
Father's name.” He explained
{John 5:43).

When people asked Jesus what
God was like, He replied, “He
who has seen Me has seen the
Father™ (John 14:9). He was not
saying that He was physically
identical to His Father in heaven.
He meant: “If you have seen the
way | act, watched the way | do
things, observed the laws 1 keep
and the way | handle my life.
then you have seen what God is
like,” It was a massive responsi-
bility Jesus took scriously.

It is now a responsibility that
Jesus Christ has given 10 those
called 1o follow Him. He told His
disciples, “1f anyone loves Me, he
will keep My word; and My
Father will love him, and We will
come to him and make Our home
with him™ (John 14:23).

Jesus said He would commit
Himsell to helping someone who
had accepted the responsibility to
live by the Word of God. It was
another way of saying that He
wolld live in or through them.

They would not necessarily
have to go out preaching the Gos-
pel, feeding 5,000, walking on
water, healing lepers or the other
things that Jesus literally did.
God has not called most of His
people to do that at this time,
Most live flairly ordinary lives.
But whatever sort of life you live,
yvou must live it as if Jesus Christ

were living it. You must repre-
sent the laws and attitudes of God
in vour daily life.

What a tragedy that so many
millions wheo claim to be Chris-
tians represent Christ by killing,
stcaling, cheating and lying. In
Morthern lreland two peoples.
both claiming to believe in Jesus
Christ, bomb, kill and maim each
other. In the Middle East Chris-
tian groups commit acts of terror-
ism. In many countries political
parties put the word Christian
into their names, but then pro-
ceed to wheel and deal. politic
and fight just as dirty as anyone
else. And all *in Jesus’ name.”

But a true Christian must real-
ly represent Jesus Christ and the
standards and values of the King-
dom of God, of which Christ is
the soon-coming King. That is
why Paul instructed us, “What-
ever you do in word or deed, do
all in the name of the Lord Jesus™
(Colossians 3:17). It is not a
responsihility 1o take lightly.

How you should use
Jesus' name

There is one way we all should
use the name of Jesus Christ reg-
ularly — when we pray.

Just before Jesus was crucified.
He gave His true followers a spe-
clal privilege.

Jesus had a special link with
God. When He needed some-
thing, whether it was a small coin
to pay the Temple tax or enough
bread to feed a multitude, all He
had to do was to ask, and God
supplied what was needed. He
didn’t need to make long, ritualis-
tic prayers like the religious lead-
ers of the day did. He just asked.
So the disciples came to depend
upon Jesus Christ's contact with
heaven. But now He was going
away.

S0 He explained to them that
they, too, could have that same
contact with God. “Whatever you
ask the Father in My name He
will give you,” He stated (John
16:23-24).

Think what this means. You
might be a nobody, but if you had
a letter from the leader of your
country giving vou authority to
use his name, it would gain yvou

access to some of the most impor-
tant and powerful men on earth.

Jesus Christ has given you the
privilege of using His name. Next
to the name of the Father Him-
sell, Jesus’ name is the most
important name in all the uni-
verse (Philippians 2:9). Jesus has
immediate access to the Father.
He can, so to speak, “‘get in to see
Him™ anytime. The great Being
who rules this universe always has
time to listen to Jesus Christ.

Jesus gave His people permis-
sion 10 use His name so that they
could also go and talk to the
Father.

You will be heard

God does not hear every
prayer. He does not waste time
listening to halfhearted, empty,
vain repetitions or endless formal
chanis. He is not impressed with
pious-sounding but emptly
phrases. He is not poing to have
His mind swayed by massed
chaoirs or a habble of tongues. He
can’t be forced 10 act by people
beating themselves with whips or
risking their lives handling ser-
pents or dancing on hot coals, as
some seem (o think,

But the quiet, sincere, fervent,
unselfish prayver of a humble per-
son who comes to Him confident-
ly in Jesus’ name — rhat God
will listen to.

You can’t see God or Jesus
Christ — vet. But they are alive.
And when you kneel before God's
throne it is as il Jesus Christ, sit-
ting at His right hand, nods
approvingly. He knows who you
are. And He has given you the
right 1o ask whatever you wanl in
His name.

God will hear. The answer to
your prayer may nol be an imme-
diate ““yes.”” Sometimes the
answer is “wail.” Sometimes the
answer even has to be “no.” Bul
God will listen. Your prayer will
not be ignored, and you will have
the right to go back before that
throne of power and pgrace 1o seek
God’s help at any time.

That is the very special privi-
lege of those who have been per-
mitted to use the name of Jesus
Christ.

Guard it carefully. O
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PERSONAL

(Continued from page 3|

the universe CHALLENGES us to
PROVE Him — He makes a prom-
ise! He says put Him to the test!
He PROMISES 1o prosper those
who tithe to His work.

Again, Jesus' words: “Give,
and it will be given 10 yan: goad
measure, pressed down, shaken
together, and running over"
(Luke 6:38).

And further, the apostle Paul:
“He who sows sparingly will also
reap sparingly, and he who sows
bountifully will alsa reap bounti-
fully. So let each one give as he
purposes in his heart, not grudg-
ingly or of necessity; for God
luves a cheerful giver. And God is
able 10 make all grace abound
toward you, that you, always hav-
ing all sufficiency in all things,
have an abundance for every good
work™ (1l Corinthians 9:6-8).

We know that we have been
given a very great mission. That
mission is to awaken a drowsy,
lethargic humanity to the fact its
WRONG WAYS are leading all
humanity into a crisis that would
mean the extinction of human life
if the almighty God did not come
o our rescue.

We have been called to pro-
claim to the world, as a witness,
THE FACT that the Creator 15
ALso THE RULER over His
CREATION — rhar humanity as a
whole has transgressed His laws
and therefore brought on itsell all
the accumulated evils that now
exist in this world. We have been
assigned to proclaim the very
IMMINENT coming of the great
Messiah in TOTAL supernatural
POWER and GLORY to set up THE
GOVERNMENT ofF Gop over all
nations, and to bring this unhap-
py world PEACE at last!

I have said thesc co-workers
volunteered. In a technical sense,
if one understands, that is not
entirely true. That is, it is not aLL
of the truth!

For the whole truth is, that
“unseen strong hand” is, literally,
the living Jesus Christ who gave
His life’s blood to pay the penalty
of the transgressions of the world,
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and who was raised from the dead
— and is alive, in POWER, eler-
nally. It is HE who guides and
directs this great work.

Of that fact, we who know the
facts have seen so much evidence
over the years that it is no longer
a question.

And this same Jesus, during
His human lifetime, said of His
digciples, “You did not choose
Me, but I chose you” (John
15:16). In a sense, those having a
part in this great work with and
under the hiving Christ have been
drafted. But it is not a compulso-
ry draft. Except for a full-time
special mission, each individual
makes his own decision. “And
whoever desires, let him take the
water of life freely” (Revelation
22:17).

Therefore, our co-workers, of
their own free will, made their
own decision, unasked, uwnsolic-
ited, by me or any in this work.
Even though <called and chosen by
that unseen strong hand, which
they may not have realized, they
did volunteer to accept, to have a
part in changing and saving the
world, under the living Christ!

We know that we are merely
poor human instruments in the
work of the almighty God, pre-
paring the way! Even now, this
work is changing the lives of
thousands every year. Soon,
under the world-ruling povern-
ment of God, it will finally result
in not only CHANGING THE
WORLD, but also in saviNG THE
WORLD!

And THAT is why this work had
to start so small'! Whatever God
does through humans must crarr
the very smallest, and then grow
BIG! THAT is why it has grown so
surely and steadily to worldwide
impact and power! THAT is why a
relatively small annual increase of
co-workers have been prospered
so that their contributions have
increased so enormously!

It was truly a “blood, sweal
and tears” struggle in the carly
years. It still is, today. But will-
ingness of co-workers to suffer
sacrifice was rewarded not only
financially, but spiritually. social-
ly and in other ways.

I cannot, in this *Personal™

article, give acknowledgment and
credit by naming those | wish 1o
honor. They have grown from a
mere dozen into thousands, Only
a tiny percentage of those who
cnjoy reading The Plain Truth
pay the entire production cost.
And they do far more — they
finance the World Tomorrow
program — they pay the operat-
ing costs of the campuses of
Ambassador College and all the
other GOOD THINGS being done
through this work.

This work, worldwide though it
has grown, has never been able to
quit struggling for survival. It
still is a daily struggle that the
income meet the needs. We have
to struggle constantly with the
budget. We dare not let it exceed
income. We have to struggle to
find new ways to make every dol-
lar go further — to give greater
SERVICE to larger numbers of
people.

I have intended this month’s
“Personal” to be an acknowledg-
ment and a tribute to our co-
workers.

At the same time | have meant
it to be a frank, yet simple and
straightlforward EXPLANATION (o
all other Good News readers.

It is NOT intended as a solici-
tation. We want NO ONE 1o feel
obligated. Rather, that you favor
US, and we are indebted to vou,
when you allow us to give and to
serve. For then ours is the greater
blessing, for Jesus said, *““It is
more blessed to Give than to
receive” (Acts 20:35).

Yet to say that we would not
welcome other volunteers who
wich to have a part with our fam-
ily of co-workers would be
untrue. We would not deny any
that privilege, but rejoice in wel-
coming them with open arms.

Paradoxically, as this work
struggles to survive — and to
GROW in scope and power — it
does so to warnN a world whase
greatest problem is sURVIVAL —
yet we are the only voice on earth
with the Goonp NEws of HOW
THIS WORLD WILL SURVIVE —
AND OF THE HAPPY WORLD
ToMmorrOWw! Our co-workers and
I THANK YOU for allowing us
to serve and Give! ©




QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

There doesn’'t seem to be
any reference to baptism in
the Old Testament. Where did
John the Baptist get the care-
mony of baptism?

One of the greatest miracles of
the Old Testament was a forerun-
ner and type of what true baptism
pictures today. It was the Exodus
of Israel out of Egypt.

In | Corinthians 10:11, Gaod
reveals that these Old Testament
events occurred to be examples to
Christians. Now read verses 1-2:
“Moreover, brethren, | do not
want you to be unaware that all
our fathers were under the cloud,
all passed throwgh the sea, and
were baptized into Moses in the
cloud and in the sea™

The word here translated “bap-
tized”™ means ““immersed” or
“plunged into.” Let’s understand
the full meaning of this event.

Israel had just eome out of cap-
tivity in Egypt. God said that He
was going Lo bring them up out of
that land of oppression — that
pagan land of strange customs
and evil ways. So God sent Moses
to deliver them from their bond-
age in that land of sin.

Israel was in sin, living the
wrong way. And God set His
hand to deliver them.

After Israel’s Exodus from
Egypt, God brought them to
encamp “beside Pi Hahiroth,
before Baal Zephon™ (Exodus
14:9). To lsrael's amazement,
they found themselves trapped,
with the Egvptians closing in on
them. The only way of escape was
through the Red Sea.

When lIsrael saw Pharaoh's
army pursuing them. they be-
came filled with fear (verse 10).
But Maoses assured them, saying:
“*De not be afraid. Stand still.
and see Lthe salvation of the
Lord. ..." Then Moses stretched
out his hand over the sea; and the
Lord caused the sea to go
back . . .and madec the sca into
dry land, and the waters were
divided. So the children of Israel
went inte the midst of the sea™

{Exodus 14:13, 21-22). This type
of “immersion™ was a wveritable
grave, and Pharaoh and his men
all periched in it. For Pharach
was slill in sin and therefore was
doomed (Romans 6:23).

Israel went through the Red
Sea, picturing the death of that
former way of life — then, com-
ing up out of that grave by God's
grace, they were to enter a new
way of life, a promised land.

And so in the New Testament
God also requires Christians to
crucify the old man, the former
way, and 10 come up out of a
watery grave and into a better
way of life {(Colossians 2:12).

Israel’s baptism was only a
type. That baptism was under the
Old Covenant, a physical agree-
ment with physical ordinances
and material rewards. But notice
what God says about the New
Covenant: “This is the covenant
that 1 will make with them aflter
those days, says the Lord: | will
put My laws into their hearts, and
in their minds I will write them™
{Hebrews 10:16).

But what about John? Where
did he get his authority? How did
he know and understand the prin-
ciple of baptism?

Answer: John had been taught
those examples from childhood,
for his parents 'vere righteous
before God (Luwe 1:6). God,
through the power of His Spirit.
revealed 1o John the principle of
baptism — that a people had to
be prepared o hear the message
of the soon-coming Messiah.

Repentant sinners needed to
prove their repentance by an out-
ward sign. as [srael did under
Moses, That’s why John saw in
Scripture that the original cross-
ing of the Red Sea by a whole
nation was a type of what each
individual ought to do — be
immersed, or baptized, in walter,

In | Samuel 15:3, God com-
manded Saul to ‘‘go and
attack Amalek, and ultarly
destroy all that they have, and
do nol spare them. Butl kill

both man and woman, infant
and nursing child, ox and
sheep, camel and donkey."
Why did God have to deal so
harshly with these people?

God said: “All who behave
unrighteously, are an abomina-
tion to the Lord your God.
Remember what Amalek did to
you |[lsrael] on the way as vou
were coming out of Egypt, how
he met you on the way and
attacked your rear ranks, all the
stragglers at yvour rear, when you
were Lired and weary; and he did
not fear God" (Deuteronomy
25:16-18).

Motice how harsh and unfair
the Amalekites were. They
waited until their enemy was
extremely weak, and even then,
they attacked from behind, kill-
ing the laggers one by one,

But why did God slay all of the
Amalekites? Surely some muast
have been righteous. If so, why
didn't God spare them?

Let’s rake another example,
that of Sodom and Gomorrah. In
Genesis 18:23-32, Abraham
asked God if He would spare
those sinful eities il as few as 10
righteous people could be found
in them. God said yes.

The same principle applies to
the Amalekites. God may have
spared the Amalekites if there
had been even 10 among them
who were righteous. But there
wasn’l one innocent person
among them!

But understand God’s plan.
Are these people lost forever?
MNo!

They will be resurrected to
mortal flesh and given a chance to
live under God's government
(Revelation 20:12). If they then
repent and obey God, they will be
given cternal life as members of
His Family. God put these people
out of their misery, realizing that
He would later resurrect them
and give them their first real
chance for salvation.

How merciful is God (Psalm
103:1-18)
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Is Christ divided?
There are hundreds of
denominations in
Christendom — and
many other little

When did this
confusion originate?

By Herman L. Hoeh

t's hard to believe, but

it's true! The facts of

history — both biblical
and secular are utterly
astonishing.

It’s time we looked behind
this curtain. It's time you
knew how, when and where all
this religious confusion
started.

Every thinking person — every
denomination — realizes that, at
some ltime in history, there has
been a great apostasy or falling
away [rom original truth.

Only one Church

Jesus Christ did not found
many demominations. Christ said,
*I will build My church™ (Mat-
thew 16:18). He did build it
one Church, commissioned to
preach and to publish His Gospel
— the very message He brought
from God — to all the world,

But what do we find today?
Hundreds of different and dis-
agreeing churches, all founded by
men, each professing to teach the
truth, yet contradicting and dis-
agreeing with all the others.

The Church in prophecy
While most people today sup-
pose that the true Church was
rapidly 1o grow big, to become a
powerful organization, exerting
powerful influence on the world,
making this a better world,
becoming the stabilizing in-
Auence of the world’s civilization,
actually Christ founded His
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Church for no such purpusc. In
His linal prayer for His one
Church, Jesus prayed:

*1 pray for them. | do not pray
for the world. .. Holy Father,

enomina

keep through Your name those
whom You have given Me, that
they may be one as We are. ... |
have given them Your word; and
the world has hated them because



they are not of the world, just
as 1 am not of the world. 1 do not
pray that You should take them
out of the world, but that You
should kecp them from the evil

one. They are not of the world,
just as | am not of the world™
(John 17:9-16).

Thoase of Ilis Church arc
described as being strangers and
foreigners in this world —
ambassadors for Christ which
is foreign to this world vet
never being of the world,

This true Church of God was
to be persccuted — scatiered. *IT
they persecuted Me, they will
also persecute you,” said Jesus 10
His disciples (John 15:20). “All
who desire to live godly in Christ
Jesus will suffer persecution™ (11
Timothy 3:12).

On the n:ighl Jesus was seized
to be crucified, He said, "Il is
writlen: “l will strike the Shep-
herd, and the sheep will be scat-
tered” ™" (Mark 14:27). Afler He,
the Shepherd, was crucified. the
“sheep” — His Church — were
to become scattered.

Previously that same evening,
Jesus had said to His disciples,
“You will be scattered™ (John
16:32).

This persecution and scattering
began early. Notice Acts 8:1: "Al
that time a pgreat persecution
arose against the church which
was at Jerusalem; and they were
all scattered throughout the
regions of Judea and Samaria,
except the apostles.”

Mowhere is there any prophecy
that the one true Church should
become greal and powerful,
excerting influence in this world,
Rather, Jesus called it the “little
flock™ (Luke 12:32). Despised,
persecuted, scatiered by the
world — separate from the world.
Scattered, but never divided.
Always one Church, speaking the
same thing — never many differ-
ing sects.

You haven't read much of the
history of that Church. Even the
historians have never known
where to look for the true Church
— for they do not know what the
true Church is,

Broad majority dececived

On the other hand, in the
world, all the prophecies foretold
apostasy, deception and division

Jesus foretold the very [irst
event to come on the world

great deception — climaxing, in
our day now just ahead, in great
tribulation.

“Takc heed,” He said, “that no
man deceive you. For many shall
come in my name, saying, I am
Christ; and shall deceive many”
iMatthew 24:4-5, Authorized
Version).

MNotice carefully: It was not the
Sew who were lo be deceived, but
the many. It was the few who
were 1o become true Christians!

Jesus pictured this same condi-
tion when He said: “Wide is the
gate and broad is the way that
leads to destruction, and there are
many who po in by it. Beecause
narrow is the gate and difficult is
the way which leads to life, and
there are few who find it" (Mat-
thew 7:13-14).

That isn't what the world
believes, is it? Probably that isn"
what you have heard and come to
assume. But it’s what Christ said.
How deceived this world has
become!

Satan is pictured in the Bible
as the god of this world. He
appears, not as a devil, but as a
god — as an angel of light. And
in Revelation 12:9, you read of
*Satan, who deceives the whole
world,™

Yes. the many would come n
Jesus’ name, proclaiming that
Jesus is the Christ — yes, preach-
ing Christ to the world. And yet,
without realizing it, deceiving the
“'li_'ll'ld.

Apostles know what
would happen

The apostles, instructed direct-
Iy by Jesus Christ Himself,
warned the Church about the
departure from the faith that
would begin to occur at the close
of their ministry.

Scarcely 20 years after the cru-
cifixion of Jesus, the apostle Paul,
in ane af his first inspired letters,
cautioned Christians not to be
deceived by false preaching or by
lalse letters purporting to be from
the apostles: “"Let no one deceive
vou by any means; for that Day
[the time of God's intervention in
human affairs, when Jesus Christ
will return to rule the nations] ¢
will not come unless the falling

Gired MWrers
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away comes first” (11 Thessaloni-
ans 2:3).

In Acts 20:29-30, the teacher
of the gentiles explains how the
apostasy would begin. He gath-
ered the elders (ministers) of the
Church at Ephesus 1o deliver
them a final message concerning
their responsibility over the local
congregations. “For.," said Paul,

thy 4:2-4). This was in the days of
the apostles and cvangelists.
Many who fellowshipped in the
local congregations of the early
Church, after about two genera-
tions, did not endure sound doc-
trine because they had not really
repented and therefore had never
received the Holy Spirit. They
followed tcachers who. for the

Satan, the god of this world, appears, not as
the devil, but as an angel of light. Jesus said
many would come in His name, proclaiming
that He was the Christ — and yet, without
realizing it, deceiving the whole world.

*1 know this, that after my depar-
ture savage wolves will come in
among vou, not sparing the Aock,
Also from among yourselves men
will rise up, speaking perverse
things.” Why? “To draw away
the disciples afiter themselves.”
To gain a personal following for
themselves, To start new denomi-
nations!

Do you catch the full signifi-
cance of these two verses? The
¢lders or minislers were especial-
ly assembled because, immediate-
ly after Paul would leave Ephe-
sus. there would come within the
local church congregations [alse
ministers, wolves in shecp’s cloth-
ing. 1o make a prey of Christians.
And even from those clders
alrcady in the church congrega-
tions some would pervert the doc-
trine of Jesus w secure a follow-
ing for themselves.

In instructing the evangelist
Timothy, Paul instructed him to
“convince, rebuke, exhort, with
all longsuffering and teaching.
For the time will come when they
will not cndure sound doctrine,
but according to their own
desires” — wanting to do what
they please — *'. . . they will heap
up for themselves teachers” —
encourage ministers who will
preach what they want to hear —
“and they will turn their ears
away from the truth., and be
lurned aside to fables™ (11 Timo-
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sake of money, pleased their
wishes by preaching fables — the
enticing lables of mysticism and
sun worship that were engulfing
the Roman Empire.

When Paul wrote his second
letter to the gentile-born Thessa-
lonians, he instructed them about
the “mystery ol iniguity™ that
“doth already work™ (1l Thessa-
lonians 2:7, AY). Notice: Teach-
ings of lawlessness were at work
in Paul’s day. The Roman world
was filled with mystery religions
that stemmed from the old sun-
worshiping mysteries.

Many of them found that by
including the name of Jesus their
following increased.

Jude had 1o include in his let-
ter the admonition that every
Christian should *“contend ear-
nestly for the faith which was
once for all delivered to the
saints. For certain men have crept
in unnoticed, who long ago were
marked out for this condemna-
tion, ungodly men, who turn the
grace of our God into licentious-
ness and deny the only Lord Ged
and our Lord Jesus Christ
.-.. These are sensual persons,
who cause divisions, not having
the Spirit™ (Jude 3-4, 19). They
taught penance, nol repeniance.

Jude says these preachers sepa-
rated their followers from Lhe
body of believers.

By the time Jlohn wrote his

epistles, he had this sad note to
include about those who at first
crept in unnoticed: “They went
out from us, but they were not of
us; for if they had been of us, they
would have continued with us:
but they went out that they might
be made manifest, that none of
them were of us™ (I John 2:19).

Although these numerous de-
ceivers, called Gnostics, left the
true Church, drawing away disci-
ples alter them, their following
did not last for more than a few
centuries.

There was, however, an even
more dangerous apostasy that
infiltrated the true Church.

True Christians forced out

Peter warned the churches that
many would be misled. There
were false teachers among Chris-
tians who would bring in heresies,
“*and many will follow their
destructive ways, because of
whom the way of the truth will be
blasphemed™ (11 Peter 2:2).

The letters of Paul were
twisted to give another meaning
than intended (I1 Peter 3:15-16).
But instead of leaving the local
congregations and forming their
own sects, as others had done at
first, these false preachers re-
mained within the congregations
and soon began to expel the true
Christians.

In the letter of the apostle John
to Gaius, we read: *1 wrote to the
church, but Diotrephes, who
loves to have the preeminence
among them, does not receive us,
Therefore, il | come, | will call to
mind his deeds which he does,
prating against us with malicious
words. And not content with that,
he himsell does not receive the
brethren, and forbids those who
wish to, putting them out of the
church™ (111 John 9-10).

The true Christians, who alone
comprised the truec Church, were
being put out of the visible, orga-
nized congregations!

These were the scatiered ones
of whom John said, “Thercfore
the world does not know uws™ (I
John 3:1).

The name Christian was being
borne away by leaders who crept

(Continued on page 22)




"Why Wed
1Gods Holy Spmt

d H:is Holy Spirit to Adam and Eve in the.

n of Eden. Had they eaten of tR® fruit of
the tree of life, they would have received God's
Spirit. Instead, the first humans listened 1o the
devii and ate the fruit of the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil. They partcok of the tree
of death. Thus they cut themseives off from
Gud. and God cut them off from His Spirit. -

%ﬁd!‘ from thc previous ministudy that God
Gar

ut why did God offer His Spirit 10 Adafn "

d Eve in the first place? Why was it go vital?

What wouid it have done for them hdg_,jhey
fegeived it? And what can it do for you? 31 1s
exiremely important that you uﬂdcr;l‘md the
rruth abous this subject.

¢ The Bibic reveals that we were “born for a }
tremendous purpese. But few really grasp the

magnitude of the awesome fuusfc God oﬂ'crs
mankind.

To understand God's mcvedeb!c purpuse for
humanity. and what God's Hol} Spirit has 10do
with it, let’s start this study in the fitst chapter
of Genesis
- 1. What do the vet) ﬁi&l words of the Bnblt
tell us about God? Genesis 1:1. :

The original Hebrew word transiated Gud
in verse | is Elohim. Elohim ds a.plural noun.
Like the words church, fumuly and kingdom,
Eiohim siands for two or more individuals. Elo-

b actually *s%hc%wd—-&mgéam—ar Familyl —

2. Who are the divine beings uw compousing
the God Family? John 1:1-2. Was it the Word
who created all things? Verse 3. What did the
Word later become? Verse 4. Who, then, is the

thians 8.6. -

The verses we have swdned thils far 'show that
God is now in the progess of expanding His
universe-ruling Family. And you can_ become a
member of that eternal, spirit-compused Fami-
ly! See how this marvelous truth unfolds in your

Vwurd? Ephesians 3.9. And who is the other:
. divine member of the God Family' i Corin-

3. Afier whuse “image™
man created? Genesis 1:26-27. .

like kind. Just as each form of plant or animal
hie reproduces after its vwn kind. so humans

In God's patiern for all hife, kind reproduces -

3
H
Ev
!
H

and “likeness® was -}

reproduce humans. Bu& uniike any of the Em-,
“mals, man was created in God's own image and

likeness. G made ‘man iike Himse!l — same

¢’ form and shape. The astounding truth is that

God's purpose is to create mankind after the
Gaod kind!

. Notice again in Genesis. 1:26 what God smd-

' “Lc! Us make man in Qur image.” The original
Hebrew indicates far more than mereiy God's
outward appearance. “Image™ also refers. o
mind and character. God intended for man to
develop the very mind and chiracier of Gud -
- Gud has purposed that we develop Hn character
during this morgal life- .

Simply stalcd God is reproducmg Himself.
Ali human beings have the awesome potential of
becoming God'sditeral children — mcmbcrs of
God's own divine Family.

4. Does God plainly show\it is His,purpum: w
ingrease MHis divine Family by bringing many
, sons into '1? Hebrews 2:9-10, Revelation 24:7.

" fsn’t Jesus Christ actually the first of many suns
of Gud? Romans 8:29, Colessians 1:1§.

To be conformed to the image of ([h [PY

means to become like Him — 10 be gigrifed a
He is glorified, — 10 be part of the divine Family
“of God as much as Christ now is. .

5. But what must huppen to fAesh-and-biowd
human beings before they can enter God’s Fams

-~ily >+ Corinthians£5:49-53; John3:3-8.—— — f——

. Jesus said we must be “‘born again”

born of the Spirit of God as- civine thldrcn m
the Family of God! .

-~ ®. However, are true Christians already, du:
ing this mortal life, God's children? | John
3:1-2. Are they inheritors of God's Kingdom, ur
only "heirs” to it? Romans 8:14-17.

Although they are now the children of Gud.
Christians are only heirs —-cnes who shall, in”
the futufe, inherit the glory of God's Family
with Jesus Christ. Why only heirs? Because

—they-are—now-only-Spirit-begorter chitdren (1
Peter 1:3). They are unborn children of God. §t

. is when they are born of God that they become:
inheritors of God's Kingdom — dulm: membz:n
of the Family of God. b3

7. Must the Spml bcgoucn chnldren of God ~

P

1- changed into spirit. Yes, born again — this timer’

LIHIIS ATOH




1 i . f; i‘ ° - ‘ 1 -

o . : IR .
grow spm;w;!v befcre bemg bo'n ofGod mu [~ { John 4:24. By whay power will this miraculcus
hkc @& newiy begoiten human must grow physi- change be accomplished? Romans 8:i 1. :

R d oo, 1 callv i its mother” s “omb until it is born? Il Wher Jesus Christ returns to earth, the Spir-
L e o7 | Peter 318 1 Peter 2:1-2. M- bcgousﬂ. children, of God who have died
TR Human rf.pmdmuf'"“ pictures the process b) 1 through the ageswill be resurrected to spirit life

i whkich God is reproducing Himself. Recall that | by the Spirit of God, and those still alive will be

. Jesuy 1oid Nicodeiaus we must be ““born again” i .instantly chi€ged into spirit beings. At that

"1 1o enter the' Ko ngdom ofGod as actual members mondent, they will be “"born again,” this time as
] G@God's Family ‘ i members of God’s own Family, :

-, _ T Before the se»ond sase of our.creation - = And God's own offspring will the‘ﬁ-m\ve eier- :
our spiritual creation — can begin. God the | nal life inherent within themschee ,*usK\ﬂRe '
{ = . Father must Srst beget each of us by placing .| Jesus Christ their eider brother.
| S0 b HMis Hely Spirit within ouz.minds. Thus our 10. Was Jesus-“g‘;‘.onﬁed" again afwer His [
] Y . 7+ minds can be compared 1g 4n egg or,ovum, and urrestion? john 17:4-8, Hebrews 2:9. Had

B . 1 heHoly Spmt 10 & impregnating secd or germ, }ﬁ breviously given three of His djsciples a
I R of cigrnal life: A4—Aleeting ghmpse of this glorified dondition”
- . .g. - 1. Re..cwmg God's Spirit is the begc tal of the = Maithew 17:1-2. How does Christ's\glorifies
- ; 1. o . spirtaal life of God.within our minds. And spirit bod) appear toda)" Revelation 19773-16.
| © - ~much as a newly begotten physical embryo To be “glorified” means to be given great
begins 1o grow in its mother’s womb, we must |- power and brightness. L
‘ i begin 1o grow in God's spiritual charactér after -Before He became a human 'bcmg Jesus
b ] % 1 we are begotten by His Spifit (Ephesians 4:11- Christ had a glorious. powerful spirit body like'
< e 13) This growth comes through Bidle siuciy _ His Fatherls. After His resurreciion, He was 4§
- ‘ 4 prayer and walking with God in obedience ¢ restored (o the same pawer and glory Christ’s
’ L] ooos 7 F Him as we are cmpowercd by His. Holy hp:m -1 face and powerfui spirit body now tadiate light
j T within us as the sun in full sirengih, with eyes blazing like
€ - Had Adam and Eve eaten of lhe friit of the | flames of fire.
- tree of life. they would have been similarly 1. Will Gud also glorify all of His Spirit-
- begotten by God's Holy Spirit, and they-would begotten children at’the resurrection by. giving
- L ) - hayve been taught directly by their €reator. them this same great power and glory? Roma‘xﬂs
RS T P 8. Are the Spirit-begotten children of ‘God 8:17, Colossians 3:4, Daniel 12:2-3.
- ‘ # 7 l clearly bewng fashioned by God for a specific Thas is the incredible human potential! This is
;. | s i1 purpose? Ephesians 2:10. : the awe-inspiring future God has in store for
‘ EEE “We” in New Testament language usually those who are begotten by His Holy Spirit and
refers to Gud's Spirit-begotten children. as Pau} draw upon its power to grow tn His character
intended 1n verse 10. God's begotten children - | during this mortal lifc.
“are His workmanship. They are bemg < realcd Do you have God's Spirit? Are you 4 bpam-
1 Christ Jesus for goud works ™ bcgoucn child of God? How can you know?
God. through the power of the Holy prm Our next ministudy an the Holy Spirit wuH
He has put into His children {(after their repen. answer these quesiions.
.} tance and baptism), is forming in His people |°  In the nicantime. be sure 1o reguest our free
N ' His holy, ngh'lcou:. character. With their obe- book The Incredible Human Potential and our
dient u)opcrdnon He is cre&lmg in them His free booklet Sust What Do You Mean — Born .
own character-image. He.is creating them to be Agam’ ust usc the literature request envelope in
the supreme masterpiece of all Fis creation — this issue or wrile to our address nearest
individuals who will be capable of exercising the you. O
awesome pawers of the God Family. . -
And so man, the material creation. is only the L BN N
first phase of this creative ‘provess The clay °F vaaee g:\g}glébo!l?[(g%EE ]
nvudel has 1o, be. {ashionegd. by experience, with 7 ) :
1he aid of God's Holy Spirit. into the finished sw - The short study you've
susl vomplcled » & semple
xpnraluarmasterp!cu: pus: ssing lhc very charac-. of 1he s1udy method used
1er of God. ’ N u-; ::.h monthly loson
When \ull the spirftual bmh “of Christians | | . _ e cyeupeniog
. _place” T Corinthians 15:52. When will the - e e e
] 1 resurrgction occur? L Thessalonians 4:15-17. Yaos can earoll in this free
T - Will they be chianged to spirit au the resur- Eﬁ:’;:m o the S
] rection? | Corinthians 13:42-49 Will those whe you Ser iside frupt cover | °
| 7o thus resurrected be like Gud? Philippians ' I lor addresses.
] 320-21. § Jobhn 3.2 Of what 1s God u.nmpox:d" ] -
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LETTERS

“Conversion le a Processl”

Mr. Armstrong, after reading your
article “Conversion Is a Process!” in the
February Good News, | fell compelled to
respond in writing.

| am a very intense person and can
hardly find the words to express how
much this article has humbled me to see
the sin of self-righteousness | have com-
mitted, nol to mention the suffering |
have put myself through by not being
patient and lewting God change me at His
pace and not mine,

After being baptized eight months
ago, | guess | forgot about human nature
and that conversion is a process. What a
torment | have put on mysell? | can’t
express enough o others who mav be
newly baptized 1o please be careful not 1o
try and be perfect all at once. It canmot
be done.

| had become so discouraged. Because
God had done so much for me by calling
me o His truth and granting me repen
tance, [orgiving me my pasi sins and giv-
ing me the gift of a new life, in my whole
heart and mind | wanted to show Him
how willing | was to change, but I've
come 1o realize human nature is not so
willing.

Thanks to your article and God's mer-
cy. I've come 1o realize my mistakes in
attitude, and feel deeply encouraged 1o
continue on with a much more realistic
perspective on conversion!

Reader
Columbus, Ohio

“Little Gifts of Greatness"

The Good News in our home is a real
pleasure, a joy and delight to look for-
ward to. The article “Liunle Gihs of
Gireatness” [(February) is particularly
enlightening and should be read by all
parents and teachers and others con-
cerned with the education of our youth.

Ruby [ Bropdon
Nashwille, Ga.

Educating children

| want to praise Joan C. Bogdanchik's
writing in the last two Good News maga-
zines [January, February]. They are so
well written and so very useful. It's a
greal icacher's lesson for all parents to
recognize their duty to develop imelli-
gent children. Most parents fail to realize

their full respansibility until oo late.

Mrs, M., Griffin

Brandon, 5.0,

| have just completed reading vour
article in the February issue about the

literature of childhood. The article sug-
gested ways to read to children, and cer-
tain books. Since my son 15 interested in
trains, | read books about his Favorite
subject. | never saw such cathusiasm in
my son. Thank you ever so much for
printing that article,

Albert Voci, Ir.

Brooklyn, ™N.Y.

Having just completed the article
“Educating With Love™ [lanuary|, |
want (o share 1t with my own children
who gre now adults with little ones of
their own. | was elated by the solid
answers provided, and I'm hoping they
will be, too. AL this point in their lives |
am reemphasizing the importance of lov-
ing aflfection being shown to their off-
spring. My experiences have proven that
it does make a difference — having 1t or
being deprived of it.

The exercises in listening and follow-
ing instructions have excellent sugges-
tions for some really enjoyable visits with
my young grands, They are at a teachable
age and stage. The fun games | know one
will truly love doing.

Mrs. Bogdanchik, you made my day
and perhaps many more for me and some
others. Thank you very much. We anx-
iously await the next article in the
seTics.

L. Rice
Normal, Ala

Grace
“(irace — Do You Really Understand
7" [Janvary] answered a question [
have pondered on for a long time. | could
not understand how one could “grow in
grace™ (Il Peter 3:18) when it was an
unmerited gift from God. Tha article
explained it perfectly. Thank Douglas G.
Peitz for me.
Mrs. Eugene Lucas
Overland Park, Kan.

Like a good meal

When | picked up the January Good
Newx, | did the usual thing and turned
over cach page, looking at the titles of the
articles. With each title 1 felt a kind of
excitemenl, nol knowing which one 1o
read first, after | have read Mr. Arm-
strong’s “Personal,” of course. Then al
page 19 | began to feel a little bit disap-
painted because | had come 1o the end,
when wow! — after | had turned over
a couple of pages, | found four more
exening articles just wailing to be read.

The Good News is just like a good
meal — sumething tasty w start lwasing

our appetites, leaving ws ready for the
main course, then finishing off with
exciting desserts — a least of spiniual
food, lovingly prepared and served in just
the right order.
Pat Rowsell
Wembley, England

“Confeasions of a Busy Father"'
| have never read vour publication
before now. My aunt gave me the Janu-
ery issue, and I like it
I'm a 19-year-old black woman in my
freshman year at college. It really made
me leel good to get to the article “Con-
fessions of & Busy Father™ and see that a
voung black couple modeled lor the pic-
ture. My eyes involuntarily it up and |
smiled. | guess it was the shock of secing
someone who looked like me in a Chris-
tian magazine. IF it"s at all possible, will
vou use more black models 10 illustrate
upcoming articles?
Incquelyn Kirk
New Orleans, La.

Whole new outlook
By all means plense renew my sub-
scripticn w0 The Good News. My sub-
seriplions o The Plain Truth, The Good
News and the Ambassador College Bible
Correspondence Course have been very
rewarding. | have a whole new outlook on
life and religious beliefs, and all for the
better. To be frank. | can hardly wait for
ithe nexi issues 10 arrive.
Robert J. Bell
Hoopeston, 1L

Letters are encouraging
It is 50 heartwarming to read the “Let-
ters” in The Good News. The writers
truly express feelings that others can
share. Many of the letters telling of
brethren extending a helping hand to
other brethren and those telling of the
great miracle of healing are enough o
bring tears of joy 1o one's eyes, and they
certainly do to mine. It helps me to feel
closer to those brethren | don’t even
know. which is what we all need now in
this end time. Thank vou for this section
in The Good News!
Treva Huddleston
Sarasota, Fla

A clean magazine
Would you please send me a copy of
the December, 1984 issue of The Good
News? My 2-vear-old daughter put ours
in the bathtub!
Mrs. David Ward
Pilion, Wash.
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OH,NO: LATE AGAIN/
WHERE DID THE
TIME GO ?

Wise time-management principles can help you fulfill all
your physical and spiritual responsibilities.

By Graemme J. Marshall

en years ago, Geofl
and Karen became
baptized members of
God’s one true Church.
Thrilled to be freed from
many time-consuming but
false traditions of this
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world, they settled into a
diligent and enthusiastic
study of God's Word and
God's way of life.

They
relief when sunset marked the
beginning of God™s weekly day

breathed sighs of

of rest. The Sabbath rejuve-
nated them physically and
spiritually, and they felt
refreshed and ready to begin a
new week.,

But as the vears passed, ather
activities crowded in on them.

During the week and almost



every Friday evening they were
cither entertaining others or
being invited out. The Sabbath
used to be a distinet day of rest.
Mow sunset seemed Lo signal tire-
some hours of entertaining.

Time for quiet reflection and
worship was lost to the needs of
hospitality,

Then there was the weekly
Bible study conducted by the
Church. It involved rushing home
from work, gulping down a meal,
a frustrating drive through eity
traflic, a battle with falling asleep
during the study and even
more liredness at work the next
day.

Then Geoff joined the Church
speaking club. Another rush
home I'rom work, another hastily
consumed meal and impatient
words with the family,

The little time for prayer was
being squeezed out by activities.
Personal study became little more
than jusi reading Church litera-
ture — when there was time.

Then Geoll was invited to a
Church leadership training class,

and soon he was assisting the dea-
cons. MNow there was even less
time with his family, as he was
too busy serving vithers. The litde
free time he did have on the Sab-
bath diminished even further,
And almost every Sunday was
spent al youth activities. church
socials, service projects or fund
raising.

Geolls and Karen's health
deteriorated. Their children
seemed emotionally disturbed
and their marriage lurched peri-
lously close to shipwreck. Yet all
this seemed in the best interests
of serving others.

Wasn't it?

They simply did not have the
time anymore to do all the things
that crowded in on them,.

Where do you find the time to
be a growing Christian? Is there
some greal secret yvou haven't yet
discovered? How can you find
time for quality prayer, absorbing
Bible study and meaningful time
for your marriage and family, and
to be truly refreshed on God's
Sabbath?

The key to time management

The Bible holds the key to
using time. Christians are admon-
ished by the apostle Paul to use
time wisely, “redeeming the time,
because the days are evil” (Ephe-
sians 5:16).

Christian growth occurs during
a time span. And every person has
as much time as the next, wheth-
er paper boy or prime minister,
farmer or executive, housewife or
teacher. But how differently
people use their 24 hours every
day!

Proper management of time
depends on proper management
of yourself.

You either use time profitably
or you let it pass you by.

You contral what happens.
And time let go is irretrievable.

Have vou observed how quick-
ly time passes when you are
absorbed in something and how
slowly 1t drags when you are
bored?

IT you do not want to do some-
thing, vou will find a dozen rea-
sons for not doing so. Yet if you
really want to do something,

nothing stops you. As Christians,
we are given biblical priorities,
and our time must be carved out
1o Tulfill that calling. When there
is a conflict of interest, something
must go. A Christian will either
live genuinely by what Gaod
requires or live superficially,
doing a little bit of everything
but not enough of anything. And
God is not amused by religious lip
service.

To be quality Christians, we
need Lo maintain three priorities
above all other personal needs and
desires. Let’s look at these three
areas,

Time with God

In this modern age, how can
vou consistently make time for
God? Simple. You decide to. You
make a commitment that God
comes first in vour daily alloca-
tion of 24 hours. Jesus Chirist
promises that if you seek God
first, then the physical needs of
this life will be supplied (Mat-
thew 6:33).

In most cases it's best 1o decide
that your first use of the day is
with your [Father in hcaven,
Begin the day with praver. Other-
wise you become quickly preoc-
cupied with daily routine. You
wash, pet dressed, cat breakfast
and then exclaim: “Oh, look at
the time — | must rush!™

After work you come home
and have a meal, do some chores,
try to relax, then it's bediime and
again you say, “Oh, no, 1 haven't
prayed yet."”

This is giving God the leftovers
of your day. Give Him the first 5
part! You will feel better and §
have freer use of the rest of the
hours for yourself.

What about Bible study?s
Decide that time must be sets
aside. First thing in the morning =
15 ideal and some study can wurkg
as an aid to prayer. Further study 8
can be done later when more con- &
venient. In a rushed schedule try
these suggestions: -3

If vou commute on a irain or £
bus, use travel time to read
Church literature. If you drive 3
your own car, take advantage of £
casseite tape readings from lhcg
Bible. Another idea is to write out §

wras Symdas
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kKey seriptures on small cards,
then practice committing them to
memaory. Carry them with vou for
free moments. Housewives, Loo,
can keep scripture cards close by
when washing dishes and ironing
or close to their main work area.
You can also listen to casselle
tape readings of the Bible as vou
clean house,

Busy mothers with preschool
children often find their time is
taken up with picking up after
Iittle ones. If your children tire
vou out and consume your free
time, then decide to change the
situation. One helpful method is
to sit small children down on a
rug with some books or toys and
command that they stay there
quietly.

Discipline them lovingly but
firmly for leaving the rug, until
they follow your instruction.
When they can stay in one place
and play quietly for a while, you
have some time to study, pray or
use as you choose.

It can be done!

Time with family

What if your mate or family do
not share vour interest in God's
Word? Remember that Chris-
tians are called to peace in the
home and o be good cxamples.
Avoid shutting yoursell off in a
room to study if other family
members feel vou are neglecting
them.

When they wish you to spend
time with them. be available.
Husbands and wives are sensitive
about neglect caused by an unbal-
anced example. Study privately.
Find aceceptable wavs and mo-
ments to do it so that your con-
duct is exemplary before those
who do not vet believe God's
Wiy,

One of the restored truths of
this end-time work of God 15 the
nurturing of the family. And
extreme preoccupation with ca-
recrs, entertainming, service Lo
others and social clubs will not be
acceptable excuses belore God for
having neglected your vital family
responsibilities.

Paul wrote, “If anyone does
not provide for his own, and cspe-
cially for those of his houschold,
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he has denied the faith and is
worse than an unbeliever™ (I
Timathy 5:8). What does provide
for them mean?

Much more than just providing
financially, ““providing' also
means caring for emotional and
physical needs. It is giving your
time. Where does your family
rate in these priorities?

Time for yourself

All humans need 1o slow down,
rest and recuperaie sometime, I
vou are a workaholic or an invet-
erate socialite and entertainer,
evaluate whether all such pursuits
are spiritually helping your rela-
tionship with God. your mate,
your family or yoursell.

Time iz needed for quiet reflec-
tion and meditation. You must
make and take personal time to be
a Christian.

Questions to ask

Il you find that you just don't
have enough time, then ask your-
self these questions:

What are you doing now that
really doesn’t need doing? Elimi-
nale Lthe UNnNecessiary.

What are you doing that could
be done just as well by someone
else? Learn to delegate.

What are you doing that wastes
your time or the time of others?
Have you observed that often
what you postponc you abandon
anyway?

Whatever your difficulties with
time management, God must
come first. If He doesn’t, then
you really aren’t serious about
being a true Christian,

Take time for prayer — it is
the source of godly power. Take
time for Bible study — it pains
the mind of God. Take time for
family — each day is too short to
let it pass without sharing with
those closest to you. Take time Lo
laugh — it lightens life's burdens.
Take time to read — it’s a gold
mine of wisdom and experience.
Take time to reflect — it unclui-
ters the mind.

And above all else, take time
for God — it is life’s only Jasting
Tnvesiment!

What will you do with your
next 24 hours?

Denominations

(Continued from page 16)

into the fellowship of the Church
of God, captured the local con-
gregations and, in the name of
Christ, deceived the many into
following their false teachings as
if it were Christ’s Gospel.

The age of shadows

Following the destruction of
Jerusalem in A.D. 70 and the
deaths of the apostles, a strange
phenomenon is witnessed. The
true Church almost disappears
from history, and false churches
arise!

Of this period the English his-
torian Edward Gibbon says: " The
scanty and suspicious ecclesiasti-
cal history seldom enables us to
dispel the dark cloud that hangs
over the first age of the church™
(The History of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire, chap-
ter 15). The truth was obscured
by error!

Historian Jesse Lyman Hurl-
but gives us even more details in
his book The Srory of rhe Chris-
tian Church, page 41: “We would
like to read of the later work of
such helpers of St. Paul as Timo-
thy, Apollos and Tiwus, but all
these . . . drop out of the record at
his death. For 50 years after St.
Paul’s life a curtain hangs over
the church through which we
strive vainly to look; and when at
last it rises, about A.D. 120, with
the writings of the carlicst church
fathers, we find a church in many
aspects very different from that
in the days of Peter and Paul.”™

Where is the true Church?

Historians lost sight of the true
Church. But it has continued to
exist from the time of Christ until
the preseni. Few know where io
look for 1.

For further information, re-
quest our free booklet Where s
the True Church? and our frec
||:|‘.lii||l articles “Just What Is the
Church?” and “The Church
They Couldn't Destroy.™

Just mail the literature reguest
card in this issuc or write 1o our
address nearest yvou. 0
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SHARING

By Ronald D. Kelly

It’s Nice to
Be Needed, But...

y wife's parents re-
cently asked her to
come and spend a week
with them. They are getting
up in years and it had been
some time since we visited
them.
OF course she wanted 1o go,
but she recalled the last time

whether the laundry was done.
On the third day, though, we
realized how helpless we had
becen, when my tecnage daughter
fainted at high-school band prac-
tice. To our great embarrassment,
it was because she had eaten prac-

tically nothing for three days!
When my wife got home she
had every right to be upset. “It’s
nice to be nceded,” she

she left the family
alone for a few days.
It was a disaster!

Too easy to
depend on Mom

When a death
occurred in the fam-
ily, my wife had o
be away three days
to attend the funeral. She left
plenty of groceries and instruc-
tions for the teenaged girls on
cooking, cleaning house and see-
ing that Dad didn’t starve,

I was able to eat in the cafete-
ria where | worked, so meals for
me were no problem. But with
gveryone so aclive in personal
affairs, | paid little attention to
what the children were eating or

groaned, “but this is ridic-
ulous!™

We had depended on her
s0 much we didn’t bother
to take care of ourselves. It
wasn’'l because we didn’l
know how. It was simply
too convenient to let her do
all the shopping, prepare
the meals. clean the house
and do the wash.

She has taught the pirls
to do all those things and to
do them well. Our
two oldest daugh-
ters are married
and take good care
of their homes and
husbands., But m
our home it was
too easy to depend
on Mom.

So when the
opportunily came
to visit her par-
ents, she was re-
luctant to leave. Her previous
departure resulted in piles of
wash and hungry children.

But we felt we had learned our
lesson. We all urged Mom to go
and told her we were quite capa-
ble of taking care of ourselves.

*1 know you are capable,” she
said, “but will you?”

We said we would be OK, so
she made reservations. We went

to the airport to wave good-bye.
By 7 p.m. we were faced with
what to do for dinner. She hadn’t
been in the air 30 minutes and we
had already fallen into our old
patterns.

Not willing to face the hostile
kitchen, we stopped for pizza and
assured ourselves we would pet
by just fine. However, we knew
we had to develop a plan of action
or history would repeat itsell.

We can get by!

Mom would only be gone a
week. So we assigned duties. The
oldest would make spaghetti
tomorrow night. Dad would be
chef on Thursday. We would
drop a hint to have one of our
married daughters prepare dinner
Friday night. The youngest was
assipned the task of securing the
invitation (it worked).

We helped with the washing
and the housecleaning. We even
remembered to feed the dog and
water the houseplants.

No one fainted. The wash was
finished. The dishwasher was
emply. We picked Mom up al the
airport and proudly brought her
home to a sparkling-clean house
with a well-lfed family.

We proved we could get by.
But frankly, the children and |
agree we hope it is a very long
time before Mom has o go away
and leave us alone again.

It’s s0 much better with her
around. We really do need her.
And we realize how much by the
few times we had to fend for our-
selves without her.

¥es, it's nice 1o be needed. But
it's also nice to know the family
can take care of themselves when
they have to. 1
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nly a few times in
history has a person
been bormn who ac-
complishes so much that his
deeds are remembered as
much or more than the per-

son himself.

Such a man was Joshua.

Have you ever noticed that
Joshua 1s not even named by Paul
as aone of the greal herpes of Taith
in Hebrews 117 Yet far lesser
known personalities such as
Barak, Samson and Jephthah are
cited as examples.

Why not Joshua? Joshua who
took charge of Israel after the
death of Moses? Joshua who gave
insiructions to carry the ark
across the Jordan., which parted
as the Red Sea had in the days of
Muoses? Joshua who led Isracl
around the city of Jericho and the
walls came tumbling down? Josh-
ua who led lsrael’s conquest of
the promised land? Joshua who
commanded and the sun stood
still for one whole day?

Are there more dramatic
examples ol faith in the entire
Bible? Why, then. did Paul leave
Joshua out of Hebrews 117

Perhaps the answer is found in
the long list of Joshua's accom-
plishments. What he did — or,
better, what God did through him

was s0 great that the events
actually overshadow the man.
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Overshadowed
by His Deeds!

Here is the dramatic story of one of the
truly great people of the Bible.

By Ronald D. Kelly

The first time we hear of Josh-
ua in the Bible 1s dur'ing the see-
ond month of the Exodus.

Under Moses, God led lsracl

out of Egypt by way of the Red
Seca. Afler dividing the Red Sca
for Israel, God killed the pursu-
ing Egyptians in the returning



-

-8

F

water. The lsraelites journcyed
into the rugged mountains of the
southern Sinai and camped in a
plain called Rephidim.

At Rephidim, lsracl entered
into their first battle against hos-
tile forces — the Amalekites.

You remember the story.
When Moses held his stafl high
in the air, the lsraelites were vic-
torious. When his hands lell o
his sides. the Amalekites were
victorious. Finally, at the end of
the day. Moses sal on a rock with
his hands held up by Aaron and
Hur. Israel was viclorious.

And what about Joshua?

Muoses had appointed Joshua
the commanding officer in the
leld. MNotice the orders:
" Choose us some men and go
oul, fight with Amalek..,.” So
Joshua did as Moses said to him,
and fought with Amalek™ (Exo-
dus 17:9-10).

Mo doubt a lifelong lesson was

learned on that battleficld. Joshua
knew victory did not come from
his great military strategy and
prowcss. e had none. Joshua
knew victory eame from God. He
experienced the intervention of
God firsthand,

We are introduced to Joshua as
he learns Lo trust in the powerful
God of Isracl.

The Ten Commandments

Everyone knows God gave the
Ten Commandments to Israel at
Mi. Sinai. And evervone knows
how Moses went up to the sum-
mit where he received the tables
of stone and the remainder of the
law, statutes and judgments,

But did you know, when Moses
was on the mountain, that Joshua
played an important role and con-
tinued 1o prove himself gualified
for the job he would fulfill?

After God thundered His law
to all Israel at ML. Sinai, the Lord
said to Moses: “Come up o Mc
on the mountain and be there;
and | will give you tablets of
stone. and the law and command-
ments which | have written, that
vou may teach them™ (Exodus
24:12).

So Moses left the camp of
Israel for nearly two months. But
did he go alone? MNotice: "So
Maoses arose with his assistant
Joshua, and Moses went up to the
mountain of God™ (verze 13).

Aaron and Hur were lefi in
charge of the camp. Moses and
Joshua went up the mountain and
gel up a base camp. They waited
there six days (verse 16). On the
seventh day, God called Moses 1o
the summit of what the Arabs
now call Jebel Musa, the moun-
tain of Maoscs,

Moses was there 40 days, near-
Iy six weeks. Joshua remained at
Lthe base camp.

Meanwhile lsrael, lacking laith
in God, insisted on making an
idol of gold — a calf after the
manner of the Egyptians and
other pagan nations, They en-
tered into drunken revelry and
immorality. Moses and Joshua
did not know whal was happening
at the lsraelite encampment.

Having received the law and
the tables of stone, Moses started

down the mountain. At base
camp he rejoined Joshua, whao
had been faithfully waiting.

Together they hurried down
the mountain to show all lsrael
the tables of stone carved with
the very finger of God.

As they neared the encamp-
ment, they heard faint noises in
the distance. Louder and louder
the woices reverberated off the
stony canvon walls, Joshua said to
Moses, “There is 4 noise of war in
the camp™ (Exodus 32:17),

They broke into a run. Then
they discovered the truth: It is
nol the voice of those who shout
in vietery, nor is it the voice of
those who ery out in defeat, but
the voice of those who sing™
(verse 18),

Finally they reached a bluffl
where they could overlook the
camp of lsrael. There, glistening
in the bright sunlight in the een-
ler of the encampment., was a
golden call. Thousands of Israel-
ites were singing and dancing,
many virtually naked, most
drunk. They whirled round and
round and fell in worship before
the golden calf.

Moses, in a rage, threw down
the tables of stone. They broke
into a thousand pieces.

Placing trust in Joshua

Moses and Joshua rushed to
the mound where the call wag set
up. Moses ordered a fire built,
immediately melted the calf,
ground the metal into powder,
mixed it into the drinking water
and made the children ol Israel
drink the mixiure (verse 20).

Maoses then demanded an
explanation from Aaron. Unfor-
tunately Aaron had weakened and
permitted the idolatrous, drunken
orgy.

Then Moses removed the tab-
ernacle ol worship from the cen-
ter of camp to an outer extremily:
if the people wanted Lo repent and
worship God, they would have to
make an effort 10 get to it. Even
Aaron the high priest had pol-
luted himsell,

Who was trustworthy and;
faithful to be placed in charge ol:'g
the safety of the lah{,rn.,lLlL’ :

Joshua! Notice it in Exodus2

Kow Tangd
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33:11: *The Lord spoke to Moses
lace to lace, as a man speaks to
his friend. And he would return
o the camp. but his servant Josh-
ua the son of Nun, a young man,
did not depart from the taber-
nacle,”

Of course, Joshua was nol per-
fect. He had lessons to learn as we
all do. One such lesson came a
little later when God instructed
Moses to convene the elders of
Isracl at the tabernacle. You can
rcad the story in Numbers 11.

God chose this occasion 1o per-
form a special miracle. He took of
the Spirit that led Moscs and
gave it to the elders of lsrael.
They began to prophesy — God
gave them miraculous thoughits
and words. Bul this was a special
gilt o the elders who assisted
Muoses. Joshua, as a younger ser-
vant, apparently did not receive
the gift,

Then a runner came from
camp. Two other elders who had
nol come 1o the tabernacle also
were giving prophetic utterances.
Joshua exclaimed. “Moses my
lord, forbid them!” (NMumbers
11:28).

It seems Joshua had an impor-
tant lesson 1o learn.

Maoses, perceiving Joshua may
have been a little hurt, even jeal-
ous, since he had not been given
the gift of prophecy, said to Josh-
ua: “Are you jealous for my sake?
[Or are wyou jealous for your
sake?] 1 wish that all the Lord’s
people were prophets and that the
Lord would put his Spirit on
them!" (verse 29, New Interna-
tional Version).

Joshua must have gotten the
point.

Selected to spy

Isracl had been gone [rom
Egypt ncarly six months when
Moses sent a group to spy oul the
land of Canaan. He wanted a
report on the condition of the
land, the weather, the crops. He
also wanted to know who lived in
the land, how strong they were,
how their cities were fortified.

Twelve men were selected, one
Irom each of the tribes ol Israel.
The representative from Ephraim
was Joshua. Caleb represented
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Judah. Each of the other 10 tribes
sclected 2 man.

This story is told in Numbers
13

CGiod said He would lead lsrael

For nearly a quarter
of a century Joshua led
Israel as they settled
into the promised land.
There probably was
no comparable 25 years
in Israel’s history
when God's laws were
more applied.

to a land Nowing with milk and
honey. The spies probably arrived
in Canaan in September. The
grapes were ripe for harvesting.
The pomegranates and figs and
other autumn produce were in
abundance. The verdant pasture-
land could support all their cattle,
sheep and goats. It was almost 100
good 1o be true.

They gathered some of the
fruit. A cluster of grapes was so
succulent and large that Joshua
and Caleb had to put one cluster
on a pole to carry il back Lo the
Israclites.

After spying out the land flor
40 days, the spies returned. Josh-
ua and Caleb reported, “Lel us go
up at once and take possession,
for we are well able to overcome
it” {Numbers 13:30).

But the other 10 spies said,
“We are not able to go up against
the people. for they are stronger
than we. ... The land through
which we have gone as spics is a

land that devours its inhabitants,
and all the people whom we saw
in it are men of great stat-
ure. .. .we were like grasshop-
pers in our own sight, and so we
were in their sight™ (verses 31-
33).

Almost all ol the Israelites
wanled to return to Egypt. They
feared entering the promised
land. Joshua, Caleb, Moses and a
few others were shocked. They
had learned the lesson of faith,
They knew God would be with
them they were His people.
But all Israel refused to go. Some
even wanted to stone Joshua and
Caleb.

After that God had to teach all
Israel a lesson. They refused 10 go
into the land God prepared for
them, so God made them spend
40 years in that parched. barren,
desolate wilderness of Sinai
one year for each day the spies
were in the promised land.,

So lor 40 years they wandered
in the desert. All those who had
been 20 vears of age or older at
the time of the Exodus grew old
and dicd in the wilderness. They
were not allowed to enter the
promised land.

Even Moses, who had his own
lessons to learn, died on the east
side of the Jordan River. He was
permitted 1o sec the promised
land from afar, but not Lo enter il
himsell.

Joshua appointed leader

Joshua continued [laithful to
God throughout the 40 years
wandering. Trained at Moses’
side, he really was the only one of
the older generation who was
qualified 1o lead lsracl (Caleb
would have been the only other
possible consideration).

Muoses was 120 years old when
lsrael reached the Jordan. In
Deuteronomy 31 you can read the
story of how Giod selected Joshua
to replace Moses: “Behold, the
days approach when you must
die: call Joshua, and present your-
selves in the tabernacle of meet-
ing, that 1 may inaugurate him™
(verse 14).

And God sid to Joshua, ~Be
strong and of good courage: for
vou shall bring the children of



Isracl into the land of which |
swore to them, and [ will be with
you" (verse 23),

lowhua was BS years aold when
he ook command of lsracl. He
was thoroughly trained for the
job. He had proved for some 40
years that he would raithfully
lead the people in the way of God.
It was at last time to enter the
promised land.

A series of miracles

We can now pick up the story
in the book of Joshua. Perhaps
now when you read this exciting
book, you will understand how
this man came to the position of
leadership we find him holding.

On the command of Joshua,
the priests who bore the ark of
the covenant walked out into the
Jordan. Just as the waters of the
Red Sea parted 40 vears before,
the waters of the Jordan parted so
lsracl could cross into the prom-
ised land. God performed
through Joshua a similar miracle
as through Moses, The people
could confidently know God had
sclected Joshua to lead them.

All the male lsraelites were
circumecised (this had not been
done in the 40 years wandering)
and lsrael kept the Passover on
the 14h of Nisan. The next day,
the manna that had fed the Isracl-
ites for 40 wyears stopped, and
thev could live off the produce of
the land.

They marched westward to
Jericho, the first settlement Israel
was Lo possess. Jericho was a
heavily fortified city. The inhabi-
tants were nol overly concerned
with the motley crew of Israclites
camped on the plain,

For six days the troops of lsrael
marched round the city walls.
MNothing happencd. The people of
Jericha must have laughed at
what they thought werec half-
crazed soldiers who had been
driven mad by the desert sun,

On the seventh day the band of
“crazy” soldiers marched round
and round the city seven
times. What was going on? At
Joshua's command, the priests
sounded the trumpets and the
people let out a shout!

At that instant the walls of Jer-

icho came crashing w the ground.
The shocked inhabitants were
casily routed by the Israelites.

Even though Joshua is not
named in Hebrews 11, his exam-
ple of Faith is: By faith the walls
of Jericho Tell down alter they
were encircled for seven days™
(verse 30).

From Jericho lsrael marched
on. The king of Jerusalem. hear-
ing Israel was coming his way and
that the lsraclites had made a
treaty with the nearby Gibeon-
ites, decided 1w anack at Gibeon.
With allies from four surround-
ing city-states, the Jebusites
stormed Gibeon,

Upon hearing of the autack,
Joshua marched the lsraelite
army all night and surprised the
enemy al Gibeon, In disaray, the
Jebusites fled out the Beth Horon
pass into the valley of Aijalon,

Here, two more great miracles
of the Bible take place. First,
God, who promised to go before
the armics of lsrael, caused great
hailstones 1o fall from heaven,
More enemy troops were killed
by the stones than by the battle.

Yei another well-known Bible
miracle took place. Upon the
command of Joshua, the sun and
moon stood still in the valley of
Adjalon {Joshua 10:12-14). This
is the story of Joshua’s long day.

In a series of continuing victo-
ries, Israel, under the leadership
of Joshua, conquered the south-
ern portion of the land from Ka-
desh Barnea to Gaza. They
moved northward to Hazor and
on to Mt. Hermon. Six nations
and 31 kings were congquered dur-
ing the next six years. The land
was then divided for the tribes of
Isracl.

Joshua's legacy

For nearly a quarter of a cen-
tury Joshua continued 1o lead
Isruel as they setiled into the
promised land. There probably
was no comparable 25 years in
the history of ancient lsrael when
God’s laws were more applied
than during this period.

Finally. at the age of 110, Josh-
ua was old and growing physically
weak., Knowing he was about Lo
die, he assembled the elders of

Israel where he delivered perhaps
his most famous speech. He con-
cluded with the memorable
words. “But as for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord™
{Joshua 24:15).

How much impact can one
man have o lead a people? Jush-
ua shows. The Bible says of his
time, “lsrael served the Lord all
the davs of Joshua™ (verse 31).

Not only that, the influence of
this man lived on beyond his
physical hifetime. Verse 31 con-
tinues, “lsracl served the Lord all
the days of Joshua, and all the
days of the elders who outlived
Joshua, who had known all the
works of the Lord which He had
done for lsrael.” So for perhaps
another 25 vears lsrael continued
o obey the laws of God.

Bul slowly, gradually, lsracl
slipped into idolatry and immo-
rality. For some 400 years they
were governced by judges, some
more zealous than others, but
none led them as Joshua had.
Then for 400 more years they
were ruled by the kings ol Israel
and Judah. Their wickedness and
sins increased until finally, by
585 B.C., Israel and Judah had
gone into captivity.

After the Babylonian captivity,
Giod led a number of Jews back 1o
the promised land under Ezra and
Mehemiah. They began to rebuild
Jerusalem, the city walls and the
Temple. They discovered, to their
amazement, that God has in-
structed, through Moses, the
observance of the Feast of Taber
nacles lor eight days. Nehemiah
reinstituted the festival,

It is recorded: “For since the
days of Joshua the son of Nun
until that day the children of
Israel had not done so [observed
the festival in that manner]. And
there was very great gladness™
{ Nehemiah 8:17).

You can see how much impact
proper leadership can have on an
entire nation. Few leaders have
ever had the ability to motivate
the way Joshua did.

The story of Joshua is one of
the most inspiring in all the Bible,
But it should not be viewed as
just a story. It is the real-life saga
of a great man of God. O
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PROVE ALL T HINGS

What and Why
the Church?

“I will build My
church,” proclaimed
Jesus Christ to His disciples

{Matthew 16:18).

Many have believed Christ’s
promise and seen the profound
need to find that true
Church.

Yet, strangely, almost no one
has sought to understand the
other important questions about
the Church such as why
Christ built the Church, what
that Church really is, how it is
urgglnizcd and gnv:rm;d and how
one becomes a part of it.

The basic doctrine

Briefly, the Church is that
group of persons, led by Christ
through an organized structure
and ministry, in whom dwells the
Holy Spirit of God. It exists to
preach God's message to the
world ag a witness, and to nurture
and teach its own members with
the knowledge of salvation.

The usual teachings
of this world

At first glance nothing seems
earth shattering or controversial
in those statements. Yet upon
examination, it is obvious these
truths differ markedly from con-
cepts held by most professing
Christians.

Most people, for example, con-
sider a church to be a building, or
at least those persons who have
“joined” a certain organization by
registering on i1s official rolls
Some think the purpose of a
church is merely to perpetuate
itself and do little more than pro-
vide social events for its mem-
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bers. Others take an almost oppo-
site approach and become virtual-
ly obnoxious by trying to prosely-
tize and force people 1o believe as
they do and join with them,

Many at least give tacit approv-
al to the contradictory concept
that the true Church consists of
everyone everywhere who is at
least trying to obey his own con-
science or moral code, in spite of
the fact that others' beliefs may
violently oppose his own,

Certainly, the Bible supports
none of these false yel common
migCcoOnceplIons.

The Bible teaching

Various analogies are used in
the Bible to help us understand
the function and purpose of the
Church it is described as a
bady, a family, a bride and even a
temple. But the word translated
“church™ in the Bible is just the
Greek word ek klesia. 1t is a com-
mon noun meaning simply “a
group, crowd or assembly.”

Upon this group God has
stamped the only true name and
title of His Church, “The Church
of God" (I Corinthians 1:2 and
many other verses). Mo other
name, no matter how derived or

well-intentioned, is authorized by
God's Word,.

In spite of common misconcep-
tions to the contrary, one does not
become a member of the Church
of God by merely deciding to
“join™ or register on the Church’s
rolls. The process of finding and
Uﬂiting with God’s Church bq:gin:i
not with the individual convert,
but with God (John 6:44). How-
ever, once a person is called by
God and after he responds to that
call with repentance and belief,
he will be baptized in accordance
with the seriptural admonition
(Acts 2:38). At that time he will
be begotten by the Holy Spirit of
God through the laying-on-of-
hands ceremony thal accompanies
baptism (Acts 19:5-6).

It is the receipt of this Holy
Spirit that places the convert into
the Church, and it is this same
Spirit that is his “card of mem-
bership” in the Church (I Corin-
thians 12:13, Romans 8:9)!

Hence, the Church is not a
building or a computer listing of
registered believers, but a spiri-
tual organism or group composed
of those who have in truth been
called by God, baptized and
received the Holy Spiril.

This is nol to say, however,
that the Church is some amor-
phous collection of believers of
different faiths or creeds, without
organization or unily, Jesus said
He would build His Church (sin-
gular), not churches (plural).
Thus, the Bible reveals there is
only one true Church (Ephesians
4:4-5), The true Chuorch s not
divided into schisms or divisions
{1 Corinthians 1:10-13).

Some may recoil at the sugges-
tion that there is only one true



Church. Yet all churches by their
very exisience proclaim them-
selves different from others, and
if different, then uniquely correct
(certainly not wrong!). But their
sell-proclamations do not make
them the true Church. For the
Church is that genuine body of
believers in whom the Holy Spirit
dwells, a Spirit not given to
everyone, no matter how cincere,
but to those who repent and obey
God (Acts 5:32).

Even God’s true Church,
although in the final analysis a
spiritual organism, 15 not without
physical organization. The Bible
reveals a structure and govern-
ment for God's Church that is
faithfully followed., That struc-
ture consists of two main parts -
the membership in general and
the ministry.

Membership, as has been
shown, comes fram the calling of
God through baptism and receipt
of the Holy Spirit. Many verses
show the authority of the Church
to decide who is or is not a valid
member of the Church and hence
who may or may not lellowship as
a member with it (Romans
16:17).

To administer the povernment
of the Church and to serve and
teach its members, God has pro-
vided an ordained ministry. It is
composed of those whom God has
specifically called to the role,
rather than the laity or volunteers
or those who merely wish to
choose the ministry as a carcer
[Hebrews 5:1-4, | Timothy 3:1-
7). Those who show proof of such
calling by displaying the [ruits in
their lives are ordained 1o the role
rather than clected.

Church government is from
the top down (a pyramidal hierar-
chy). At the very control of the
universe and all things is God the
Father. Under Him, with direct
and complete responsibility to the
Church, 15 Jesus Christ, who “is
head of the church™ (Ephesians
5:23). Under Christ are the min-
isters, beginning with the rank of

apostle (Ephesians 2:20), with the
other ranks of the ministry such
as pastors and elders, along with
unordained administrative helps,
following down in authority and
responsibility as their abilities
and calling permit (1 Corinthians
1 2:27-28).

To govern the Church, Christ
has given to it certain authority
and responsibilities, such as the
power to baptize, ordain further
ministers, decide matters of
administration (Matthew 16:19),
decide disputes between members
{Matthew 18:15-17), determine
who is a valid member and disci-
pline members if necessary, even
with excommunication if need be
(Romans 16:17),

In our modern society the
financing of the Church is of
supreme importance. The Church
has not been commissioned Lo
finance itsell through the sale of
the Gospel, and is indeed forbid-
den 1o do so ( Matthew 10:8). Nor
has it been relegated the undig-
nified chore of begging or asking
the public for money by broad-
cast, mail or on a street corner,

Cind  instead has commanded
all who would obey Him to [aith-
fully tithe their increase and give
offerings of their substance. To
support the Church, God has giv-
en it the right to collect these
tithes and offerings due God
under His law.

God has not left His Church
without a specific duty or pur-
pose. Its primary purpose is to
preach and publish the Gospel of
the Kingdom to the world, not to
proselytize, convince or converl,
but merely as a witness ( Matthew
24:14), This true Gospel message
is decidedly not the message
taught by this world's churches,
either in subject or purpose. Our
frec booklet Whar fs the True
Gaspel? explains lurther. Write
for it today!

The second purpose of the
Church is to baptize and teach
those whom God calls into His
Church (Matthew 28:19-20). To
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this end the Church is like a
mother who nurtures and teaches
her children until they graduate
into life.

The ministry fulfills this pur-
pose as directed by Scripture (11
Timothy 4:2) and holds weekly
meetings on the Sabbath for such
instruction, in accord with He-
brews 10:25, biblical examples
and the meaning of the Sabbath
itsell, which is said to be a “holy
convocation™ — a holy assembly
or meeting time (Leviticus
23:3).

In addition, the various spiri-
tual needs of the congregation are
met with youth groups, RBRible
studies and a host of activities
designed to promote unity and
fellowship. At no time, however,
15 the Church allowed to drift
from its primary purpose of self-
lessly preaching the Gospel and
so degenerate into a local social
club that exists merely to enter-
tain or further itself,

Koy verses

The biblical doctrine concern-
ing the Church is so important
that it makes sense to remember
some key wverses about the sub-
jeet, Some are:

Matthew 16:18 — Jesus said
He would build His Church; Acts
2 — the Church was founded on
the day of Pentecost with receipt
af God's Spirit; | Corinthians
12:13 — we are placed into the
Church (a spiritual body) by
receipt of God’s Spirit; Ephesians
2:20 Christ is the head of the
Church; I Corinthians 12:4-5, 28
— the Church has a government
and is administrated by ministers
and lay helpers under them; Mat-
thew 16:19, 18:15-19 the
Church has authority to make
binding decisions.

Jesus Christ’s promise to build
His Church has not gone unful-
filled. But only those who truly
understand the purpose, role,
identity and lunction of the
Church can fully understand the
purpose and plan of God. 0O
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Wu,hnhe,mmmrthphgued humanity
since creation. How can an all-powerful God of love
permit such suffering? £

¢ The Joy of Teaching —
QOutside the Classroom

Christians are now training for the rewarding role of
teaching God’s ways to the rest of humanity, What can
we hope to accomplish as tomorrow’s teachers?

¢*The ROOTS of Today’s Religions
Why is today’s “Christianity” so divided? If God’s
truth is being proclaimed, where can it be found?

¢ Proper Speech Begins at Home!
Children learn their speech habits — good or bad —

from their parents. This article shows how you can
best help your children develop their speaking skills.
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