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The Ble smg .
of Abundant L1V1ng B

ne of our Church ex-
ecutives and [ have a
disagreement. He is
a very appreciative man.

blcssmgs

on earth,” he insists.’

1 flatly disagree with him. I te
him 7 enjoy that status.’Like the
apostlc Paul. I feel that [ have
been the chief of Sinners - yet
God’s marvelous grace has so
-richly abounded that it seems He

blessing that even the Iovmg Gon
can bestow! . .

Business associates,” not quite
-comprehendinig the spiritual sig-
.nificance of reéal reasons.” admit
and marvel.at the really happy
and enjoyabler.life .1 have been
granted. They seek the full joys
of life. I did, teo 5 once, And as
long as I tried 10,GET and to TAKE

days in the magazine and newspa-
per world, 1 fought and strove
energetically foy that pot of goid
at the end of the rainbow — the
Wloney, that would buy happiness
and all the * good things™ of pra-
_cious lnmg 1 sought.and strug-
gled valiantly to attain the vanity-
pleasing sla!us_' of being

considered “important” by im- -
portant businessmen. :
"o Yet, somefow, | never quite

caught up with the end of that

s He’s always cpummg his. '

“I’'m*the most blessed man

has simply lavished on me cvery -

ap

them, | somehow never had .
them. L .
Back . in my pre-conversion

'rambow For a few years — 1n
“my myddle and late 20s - | en-
Joyed, considerable financial suc-
cess,— for a voung chap under
36. I was making an i1ncome
equivalent to perhaps $375.000 a
.year in tpday’s money- value.
Even so. | never seemed 10 get
out of debt+ My heart was set on
material things and on plain van-
ity — and they )ist never seemed
to satisfy Neither. incidenwnglly,
did the brand of cigareties whbse
advgrusifig claims “the), satisfy.”
ou say you couldn't imagine

me smoking cigarettes? Well. 1
couldn’t ¢ither — NOw 59 years
later. 1'remember, now, with al-
most a pang of stomach sickness, -
+ the many times | satat a banquet
. table. smoking.a ﬂ;tc cigar. Why?
Vanity. I was a “sheep.” Others

did. 1 followed. But did.| ENJOYS

it? Never! »

What an ldIOl I was! In my
. mouth the saliva flows" freely on
-slightest provocauon A cigar in
my mouth started the saliva
glands flowistg. I was forced to
ase the ngpkin for a cuspidor —
and evew Wikn. it _usualiy- made
me shightly sick at the stomach.

Enjoy it? No! . .
- Those were days of ambition
and hustle and striving — but

they alsé were days of frustra-
tions, Iears and worries, and an
. pndenynpg sense pf insecurity.
TCarnality anli this world's ways
simply never paid off? .
Then’ two successive major
?s?mess depressions, and circum-
sfances beyond my control,

. broughl three successive total
business failures It was then that
a Bible-believing woman, n\aLgh—
bor of my parents in Salem, Ore.,
convinced my wife that the Bible
enforced observance of the sev-
enth-day Sabbath in this New
Testament ume of grace! The
facts of my outraged reaction at
this “religious fanaucism™ have
been published many times.

I was unable to talk, reason,
arguc, cajole or threalen her out
of her newfound conviction. | was
literally angered into my first
STUDY of the Bible — to prove jo
‘her that “all these churches |
couldn’t be:wrong™ “— and that
the Bibie commanded and ¢n-
forcedsthe observance of Sunday,
in this New Testament period +

1 sought. wrote for and ob-
taiped at the pubhic hbrary every
"book or. l!)é\lcl pussible purport-
Jng to refutseventh-day Sabbath
obscrvancc ‘T searched ‘every |
"hook and cranny of the New Tes-'
tamcm( to find the sancufitation

_er command Lo observe Sunday.
It was like hinting Yor the needie .
in the haysiack *— the needle that
isn’t there' Like the pot of gold at
the end of the rambow I never
found it *

Instead. | found that Jesus
Christ alyays kept this day “as
His custom was,” and the aposlle
Paul kept it a5 his manner was.’

I found where Jesiis gave us an

"example that we should do as He
did, and where we are com-

manded to walk in His steps —

to walk as HE walked: Also that
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‘it.is “Christ IN us”

- Gospel'is

" say?” They ought 1o ask.

Wurn I #as only

who gives
(by His Hply
at He i1s a change-

hope of glo
Spirit). and
less Chaist
alked the earth in hu-
I found that the New

Tcsté’;nem commaids Sabba’bh
observance. ‘

. Bv the way, we have a klet
cxplaininiin,dmail what | fbund
on this question in the Biblel\lt s »
entitled Which Day Is the Chris-
Xian Sabbarh? 1 think you mjght
find it interesting, as well as sur-
prising and eye-opening. Your
copy has already been paid for
{you cqn’t pay for your ows) —
and 1t would be a shame for yQur

copy to-keep on lyin nused in
our mailing. ar%ﬁldnl n?
Remember, it’s FREE, as Christ's

, of course
yatan may have
“epened” the_eyes of Adam and
‘Eve to -evil & -“and then BI 1NDED
the Bves of*all of us ever since —
but in that study the true Creator
Gob opened my eyes 1o His -~
TR T#! There it was, stanng at
me 1n the Maker's own INSTRUC-
TION BOOK! i

I didn™t likg it - - at first.

“What would my business as-
soCidles say 7 was the guesiion
thai came automatcally 10 mind.

That's the question that chains
most people 10 the darkness. the
curses and frustravons of this
world They seldom give a
thought 1o, "What wouid Gobp
W hat
is CHRIST GOING 10 say when

Well,

1 face Hipin the Judpment?”

To me, God's treth nreant Giv.
ING UL I meant giving up dasskl-
ates and fnends - 7 at icast. o

suppined 11 meant gneng up MY ¢ ] He

e WAy Bt seemcd hke GivING

-j.ii evervthing } had cver held

dear vr bved for I was ke Giv.
NG LR my very dife

But then. with God's Bint £ be--
fore me. | camc 1 redhize that
Christ had  buught® and paid for
my hic - snd 1t wasn't’ mine,

canyvay. Gud bhad nlsde the giv-

lng ‘up easier by repeated deteats
by " reduction o ccunumic
“burned-out”
hunk o junk.” anyhow '
Finally, | did make the surren-
der — unCoNDITIONALLY! T 10id.
“W—
2 Ine GOOD NEWS

the same today as _

L

God He could have my life, and .
if He could make anything out pf
it, e could have it.— I had
made onl\ a farlure out of it! And
1 did”mean that!»

To me. 1t meant GIVING UP ev-

cerything | had ‘valued. s worth
Cliving for léut you know, we
Jhave to dic o Live. - to LOSE our
.lives in order to FIND THEM! Per-
haps. th¢n. | nmever expected, to-
“really £5J0v C:ke anymore. | had
‘sought hard 1o ¥N3OY L IFE — and
failled So now, | gave-it up!
"But. actually. lhldl’q pre-
cisely when | restly rousND IT!
" TrA! was when truly ENgIY-
ANG LIEE Tirst began! “w o
I' remember many a Rappy.
blessed. really ENJOY 3BLE hour
- spent 1n the bare kitchens of fi-
nancially  poor people. studying
the Bibic with them. It seemed as
if lhe angcis were there with us
- as. iadeed | they were! It pas
as happy as it the bare, poverty-
ndden kitchen had been a giided
“king > palave No that's
wrong 1 wds not just as happy
.4 1 was a thousand Umes more
so! .

1 begdn to learn that happiness
did not Zonsist of material posses-
swgs - biappiness is in- lhe. MIND.
And sumchew . | had found hap-
pincys real. full, abundant,
decptdown rapPisess! We dida
have money
ited the IRt Rilides! .

1 was literally wiunged 1at0 the
very Work of God | didn’t seek
it Crang ,Fii1 me an. once 1
yielded whally 1o be fauhful to.
His Woura Having a part”in

Gut s swn Work was the greatest

Joy | nau Kncun

197 Alaost night and-day
Bibic study sonunucd My wife
was n iraculousty healea ' n
F dun)biuuﬂd(a} dodtuor \:%
forced to adout that Then | was

R -
bicsscd wath iy Nirst son Yeuars

later. Gud tvied mce tu, see
whether | would b willing 1o

sgive_him up. Silrugglipg in

Jpraver. | wid God | was willing’

nut for a muemaent bebeving He
would require 1t of me But He
dsd

The first conversions through”
my preaching came 1n December,

but we had inher- ..

chunge came carly in-

1930. NEVER had 1 expe‘ncn,pod'

- such joy. Talk about TWriLLS! 1
hag experitneed thrills at football
games and worldly entertain-

ments — but never any:hmg like -

« THIS! -~ -
Blessings pxésd up on blessmgs/
God opened the powerful DOOR

of radio —-and the printing press

»

— in zhcz\:r) smallest manner, "

at first. Byd the Work grew, and
grew. -More and more conversions.
followed™ - dozens. then scores,

then hundreds, thén THOU!SANDS}
I expect to have a lot of com-
- PANY 1n God's Kingdom, where
we shall vae FOREVER!
. After 28" years of economic
poverty - 21 of which had been
spent In the jows of God's true
blessings  » God allowed even a
measure of matenal blessings!

J have very hitie money in my
own name 10 the bank - - yet God
enables me o cnjo\ all lhc mate--
riak blessings today that are good
for me This. however. came only’
after § had learhed ~NOT 10 set my
heart on economic prosperity.

Best of alll we in this great
‘Work have the matchless knowl-

edge that we are #eirs of GOD

and juint-heirs with CHRIST

¢ be BORN INTO GQD'S OWN

Fasmiiy and share His honor and
GLORY, mu\cr L
But fticanwhies our minds are
free from fears and worries:
There are never any frustrations!
We have been given abiging
FAITH, whith never fails — and
nevgr will! W.e hate ABSOLUTE
SECLReLY! We are aliowed high”
posiion and’ authority in Gop's |
Work. directed. personally by the
living Jesus Chrnist 1 am privi-’
leped to work directly UNDER
Hinm! " - )
We gre hept BudY
prnnicy:d o engyy the' physical
B al Iy of twe beheve) the most
‘béautiful college,campuses in the
world' We
Enuy «gunb the admust mcred:v
ble 1ransformatior—ad - Character
ds.ulupuhm wpirtially, meas
, tally. morally. emotonally and
physically s hundreds® of pur-
pusclui college students. We are
priviicged to iead them! counsel
with them m *thei roblefns
{Confinued of page 21

T

»

We are

.are privideged 1o

A
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Wh() or What Is the
phetlc Beasi 9

T Part Three -

" What Is the
ark of the Beast°

Better be sure nhether this brand is apon you! Wzthout it,
no fnan will be able o0 buy or sell’ Without it, you may be tortured
even 1o death! But wish it, you shall suffer the "
SEVEN LAST PL AGU ES OF Gob!'

.

ome used to say
this mystic
- AN “wiark” was the
- fasces on the OIld-

narily quoted by those try-
ing to-explash this mysteri-
ous mark |

“And he’

A . “beast”] causeth all. both’
United States dimes. “miall and great, rich and
During "World War {1 * poor. free and bond. to re-

mahy said il was

Hitler's swastika. Dur-

ing the Depression New

Deal many said it was
* Roosevelt’s NRA!

ceine a MaRk in their right

and that no man might buy
save he that had the
mark. or the name of the

or seil,

No grjbjt:\.‘l has been. name” (Revelatign, 13.16-
more intriguing and baf- 173

fling to our gemeration.

From this one pasgagc the

Thousands of sermons
hav¢ been preached on it — b)
professed minister€ and evan-

gelisis who themselves did not .-

know what it ns’ hﬂ‘ons have
been cmmus

Only text usuaﬂy r_cad /

.subject con>ﬁdels ene text of
Scnplure only

Thls is the sole passage ordi-

" The Good News is publishing,
\senah’) Editor-in-Chief Herbert
W. Armsirong’s new booklet

Who or What is the Propheuc ‘

speaker customarily uses his
imagination. One might reason
that since you will not be able to 3

buy or sell without this mysteri-.g’

ous mark. and since we all wish §
to be able to byy and sell. ihgre-
fore we ought w0 do all in our 3
power ‘Lo receive this mark!

[the second *

hand. or 1 their foreheads:.”

"beast. or the number of his .

But here is an additional pas-

@7 BHCRS

The average sermon on this Beast? sage of Scripture they neglect 10 d
LT LT ' : , ‘ ‘ ) Janvary 1986 3
. B Co CL ) -, N -
. . R
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. the tcmple

! first went, and poured out his vial

- )orad description!

-sign in heaven, great and mar-
* velous, seven angels having the

-notgce . this

person’s money, but thdt the one
refusing the mark woubd actually
not be able t¢ buy, would not be
able 10 ecarn.a lLving, ¢ earn 2
wage or salary. or 10 engage hi m-
s¢lf 1n business. )
The mark of the bcasl lhcn,
has direct bearmgz 4bility tc

show you: “And I saw another ~

seven last plagues; for in them is
filled up the wrath of God..
‘And the seven angels came,out of
havmg thc seven
plagues .

“*And I hcard a grcat voice out
of the temple saying to the seven

engage 1n business H) hoﬂd a
job and earn a Ivi

angels, Go vour ways, and. pour = But let’s look dt all the- facts
out the vials of the wratH OF God reveals or the su t of the
Gob upon the carth. Apd the

bearing sn it
upon the ecarth; and there fell a

noisome’ and griévous sore upon What is the beast?

the men which had the mark of First. then. the “beast” itselfu
the beast, and upon them whick  The “mark™ is the mark of thc'
worshipped his image” (Revela-  “Beast  This 1> described in the
tion 15 1,6, 16 1-2). ’ first verses of this chapter: =

If you do have the “mark of. “And | stoud upon the sand of
the beast.” you will receive the, - the sea ™ records John. speaking

seven gast plagues of Géd. and\

those plagues will be terrible be-

of_nis pmpm:m vision, [‘and saw
T a DCd)" rise up ‘oul o! the sea,
having seven heads and ten horris,
and upoﬁ"m_s horns ten Crowns,
angd_upon his heads the. name of
bia.splhcm\

“And-the beast which | saw
was like unic a . leopard, and his
feet were as*the feet of a “bear,
and his mouth as the moythof g
‘jion and the aragen gave him hi

How to teli what it is!

_Therg are many more refes-
ences 1o this subject in'the Bible. -
Instead of locking at one passage
onlty. then turning away from
. God's own revelation of this mys-
tery. and using human imagina-
tion and fancy to conjure up the
many nidiculous conclusidns be-
The identnty offfus weird beast
lic by men devoid of understand~  was revealed in previous install-
ing. let us see uhal GoOD says this
MARK really &

Maike ho- mmdu; God 1elis us
" plainly what it igh It is unmstak-

whid ammall with the str
characucrusncs of 1he. four wild

ably. clearly ealed, and ex-  ammals that are symbolically de-
plained ta the Bibie‘ Bui 10 find -scribed in Damiel 7 — as the
‘God's answer. we must have be-  Roman Empire .

»l’o"t us all of the scriptures refer- " Daniel 7 ‘resgais that, these.

ring o this subjccl“ e

First. from the text unncrsa.llj;
quoted (Rc\clauon 1316-17),
The mark 1s somie-
thing that wili'be very popular —
something the nfcjorm of peopié-
will be in {avor of. wil seck —
which custom will .2pprove as
right.

Everyone wants 1o bc able 1§
“buy of sell,” In this scnpluraE
usage the eapression .“buy or
sall” more*fiferally indicaies be-
;niabﬂc to buy — not' that stores
‘or thdse from whom one might
make pusehiles of the necessitics
of hﬂ'c woukj refuse to-accept the  *~ and embodi

4 WGOOUI\EWS‘V. - T ',~

beasts. or wild anifnals, symbolnzc
civil GOVERNMENTS. or wor!d
empires Daniel's first beast was
like a lion. and 1t represented the

nezzar. caljed Babylon.
ond, beast. ke a bear, pictured
the Perstan. Empire, his third,
with fopr heads.
represented  Alexandér’s Greco-
~Ma&edomgn Empin: and s suc-
_ ceeding “f@ur dnisions after his
death. and hn:;,‘aomlh beasi, up-

ol x5t wild anin)}l the

His sec-

rbed all -the ‘others,
sttongest phys-

" had the mouth,

mark — all the Hible scriptures

+ power. and his sgat. and greal .
authopity ™~ (Revelduon 13.1-2).

. ing foisted upon & decerved pub- -

est -

Chaidean Empire of Nebughad- -

like a leopard, Twrects the amirhal -

pire, which swallowed |

joal and military characteristics |

. of all its prodcssors

This - beast of Rcvcﬁauon 13
the $trongest
the fest,. the

part, of the lLign:

strongest part, of the bear; the’
body of the leppardisiincluged,
in the ONE empire it rcpt?gtg, '

el’s

.- the strength of ALl of
) bcast.s .

It is the ROMAN EMPIRE.

Notice, the * dragon gave this
empire ils seat "and power, and
great authority Revelation 12:9

and 20.2 bogh zell us in plaine_

words this * T is Satan the
“devil

Th;; emmre is. then. the polit-
ical insgrument of Satan in ruling

and deceying the worid, -
WHOSE mark? ,

du’agon

L3

Note this ch The mark is ahc '

mark of the BeasT — and the
beast 15 the RoMaN EMPIRE. in
Revelation 17 a later stage of this
éame wild beast 1s jcmmd. and
there a2 “woman” — a greal
, CHURGH — sits asinde it, guides
if, rules over 1t But the MARK 18
the mark of the RoMan EMPIRE

-~ not “the Roman Calhollc

Church
» That s fact No. |. Keep that in
mind.

Now 1n Revelation
other beast 1s pictured This beast

spoke as a dragon

- This second beast of Revela-
tiom13 1s also pictured 1h Revela-
tion 17 ws the harlot woman who

. rode the-beast This fallen womap:

or churdh s different from aﬂ
other churches 1n one respect.,
She 15 organized as a2 civil’ govcrn-
ment, as well as an ecclesiastical
church ‘Nations of the world
send ambassadors to -her, the
same as ey do lhe caputals of
* other nations.

This church
niding an ani

just as the woman
al ghude:
- aTﬁ. far ex-

d‘d'-. ~

1311 an-

ments We have clearly ideptified < had twe horns fike a lamb. bufy
tms wiid gmimal — a con-&)sxle -
4

ample, a woman niding a horse —f“

the power of the first beas!
Roman Empire Afier A'D. 554,

the church did do this for 1,260

years, as prophesied!
Notice, further. what
vealed in Revelation

[ S -

is- re-
13.15-16:

- tapk- over. exercised.wiekded, all .
the *

8
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o Ee mark is the niark of the BEAST >
— the ROMAN EMPIRE. A “woman” " . .-

-~ a grea‘f CHURCH

““And he had power to give life
.unio the image of the beast, that
the image of the beast should
both speak. -and cause that as
many as would not worship the
image of the beast shouid be
killed. And he causeth all .. . to
. Y receive a mark in- their righl
« ~ hand. or in their forcheads
: © (Revelauon 137 15 16)

The brand ol [Romo

— both_herself deceived by, and
therefore wused by, Satan the
devil .-
I world Notice, this ‘church’ does
; . not actually herself kill these

! fmartyrss —~ she merely “causes

. Now here is a deceived church )

and also deceiving’ the,

them to bc kllled And ahe it is, ..

— sits asiride this

wild beast, guides it, rules over it. :

s

. too, Yho causes all under her

domination to receive. the dread- Middle*Ages more than 50 M-

MARK of the beast. -

Notice carcfully what the
.above text tells us:
. 1J "He” — the leader who
Zongman;d buman divii govern-
ment, modeled after the govern-
meint of the Roman Empire in
the church g

2) “€auseth™
this mark.
the civil “Ravernmeni. which
forces this brand on peopls.

3) It 1s.the same power that |
mnsed the martyrdom of saints.

all te receive

4) 1t brands on the poop&c the -

-

mark of the “beast” — that is,
the mark of the Rougw Empirg, .
not the mark of the church

,". . ) -

2

It is' the: churchk. . 'not-

\

5} This mark is reccived imy

" right- hand, or in the, foreh

" 8o theiMarx is that/Gf the

Remian Empirer which_fhis

CHURCH did.caust or shall cause
the Western world a0 receive.

.TWO martyrdoms Y
Next notice when these saints :

+ were killed.. This ‘will show us o
when the mark o{ mc beast is ST
enforceds o

“And when he had opened the
fifth seal, | saw.undér the altar
the souls of them that. were slain /
for the word of God, and for the
testumony which they held: )
they cried with a loud VOICE, SAy-
ing. How-long. O Lord. holy and__
true. «dost thou not ‘Jjudge and ~ ¥
~ avenge our blood on thtm that
dwell on the earth?™ (Revelation |
69-10). * : -
- Here we find'pictured the mar-
~tyrs of the NMhiddie-Ages already
dead. at the fime of this vision ~—
whieh s the appmxn'nalc present.
They know a\'gngcanc’c is
MINE, saith the Lord.” They H
Jknow God’s judgments against
“this Persecwiing. deceiving. false o
church, as deScribed in Revela- -
tiop 18, are 10 be the seven, last )
plagues, poured out “in the pns—
enge of the Lamb™ a1 the Jecond :
Coming of Christ. Read™of it in -
. Revelation 18.
These dead saints are pictured - .
a8 crying out 10 ask “HOW LONG” - )
before the Second Coming of ©
Christ and g/ seven.jast plagues, - f
which will avenge “their maytyr-
dom. History tells us that in-the .=

LION were killed. many for the
BisLE faith and osedience 1o God

instead “of obadience “to this ’
church government of man and . * 7.
the dévil.. - - !

‘Notice, pw, what must again
happen before 1he seven last-
plagues and the oommg of Christ? ... s %

“And white robes {symbolizing . >
rightcousncss and pyrity] were . S
given ‘unto every onc of them; - :
and it was said unto them, that -
they should rest yet a lisle sea- '
son, untik*therr {cnmmcrvmas
ajso” and “their .brethren, that N
should be -kied as they were, -
should be fulfilied” {Rcvdauon
6“} Christ will aiot come. o

s

s

. Jaruary 1956




.take \cngcanoz on thls great false

church UNTIL another great mar-
tyfdom has taken place] :
* Note it! There was one martyr-

“dom. Those saints are already

killed. ,Their resurrection wiil
occur WHEN Jesiis returns to
carth — wWHEN His judgments
are. poured out om .this- false
BapyloN and her daughtem
‘churches!
But thcre is yet o be zmotbcr

‘universal persecution and martyr-

~dom of saints, ju'st prior to’

Eose who have the mark of the beast

L. B
-~
- L. .
. : -
o . r“\ . -
o . -

e - . . v

B [
- —**And' I“saw threnes, and hey

sat upon them, and judgment was

" given unto therh: and | saw the

souls of them that were beheaded

- for the ‘witness of Jesus,’and for
the word of God. and which had
 not \i’orsh&pped the beast, neither -

hix nmage neither had received .
Ais mark upon their foreheads, or.
_in their hands: and they lived and

. .wagncd with Chmt a thousami

years. : .
Now we see wWHY t.hcse many
mullions were; and shall be, mar-

/

- shall suffer the seven last plagues —

‘those who refuse it shall be MARTYRED -

»

A vengeance
3 3 cvnﬂ" Here

This coming great manyrdom :
is THE GREAT ];RIBUILATI()N
(Matthew 24:9, 21-22) This
tribulation is not the wrath of

- God < the last plagues. i1"}s the

rd - ’
, -
!

,/'
B
‘ -
, .

.
.
I
-
.
il
-
.
i R
|
|
.
v“‘
[
-
- .
| w5 ‘
N
»
5 .
-0 '
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N
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e
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<
e
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|
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wrath of Satan (Revciation
12:12), nflicted at the behest of
HiS .apostate church by thg com-
ing “United States of EURGPE™
. and against the truc peopic of
" Gop!,

11 ns a pcrsecuuon — 2 sortur-
ing — a martyring of the saints
of God — the very elect who
cannot be deceived {Matthew
24:24). Escept those day{ of
Great Tribulation be shortened,
no flesh could Be saved alivg -But,
for Tut Safe ofF GOD'S PERSE-
CUTED $AINTS those days shall be
shortened. - .
intervenc.

God ghall C hr;sl
shall “_q:onjf quickly.” 7
Mark ¥ on.” and now

Now mmpwrc wuh !hm sCrip-
tures:

In Revelation 17, piciuneg ths
same church zs the woman riding
lhc bcasa Jobn wrnités. “And I”
saw the woman drunken with the
blood of the saints, and with t
blood of the martyrs *of Jesus™-
verse 6. Also: Revglation 20:4

-6 The GOOD NEWS

N

“tyred! It was because they: ro-

- did not

«

killed!

fused to receive ‘this mark of the

beast — refused 1o join in this

worship of church and empire!
They obeyed God rather. than_
man' Their lives: were govemcd
by - God. They were called out of
this world — no longer any part
of this world. They were the chil-
dren. the heirs, the future citi-
zens. of His KinGDOM, not lhc
kingdomts of men:. - .-

But — note 1t wcﬂ]" — mcy
were, as God_commands. subject
1o the government of| MAN. They
resist — tkey vielded
themselves subject to th€ Tenalty.
They were tortured — they were
S

Buit they obeyed the govern-
ment of God rather -than man
where therg,was conflict. And, at
Chnist’s coming to rule the world
as KinG of kings. they shall all be
leSser priests and kings under
‘Him and tule the world!

Do you see what this plainly
reveals? Those martyrs, more
than & thousand years ago. were

killed Be( aUSE they would not, -

worship the church, conform (o
its idolatry and pagan behefs and
customs, or worship the so-calied
“Holy Raman Empire”
. BECAUSE they refused to'receive
'lhe mMark of the beast!

Thiy mcans the mMark of the °

.

“third anget !

— and.

- Deast is samethmg that wis

forced on people. on pain oF being”

Killed, more than a thousand
. yedrs ago! The Makk of the beast |
~ was in full existence and enforce-

ment more than a uE‘@usard vears

“age! ©

Bur, since 1t is those who Emm*

" the mark of the beast who shall

suffer the seven-last plagues at
Christ’s coming. the dread mark
is once again o be enforced! And

- those who refuse it are those who

shall be MARTYRED in the coming

~ GREAT TRIBLLATION

. Now we begin 10 find real light
sbed on this baffling question’

. Warning of third angel

Soon., now., the ume s cormings
when gross spiritual darkness w1l
cover this carth — when no hu-
man will be permitied 1o preach
Christ’s true Gospel JWe must
work while 11 18 day — the mght
is fast drawing on’ when no man
cant work for Gua.

At that time God shall sein;

-angels with His final warmng 1o
“these dpostate nations under swas

of this great gecewing church as
a finad wilness againsl them
Three™ suck am\gtl MEISARES  are
foretold in Revebetion 14 - »

Notice the final warning of the
f any man worship
the beast and his ymage. and re-
ceive his Mark 1w his forchead. or
i his hand. ifie sdme shall drink
of the wine of the wrath of God™
— the seven Tast plagues. full
orce, unmixed wilh mercy (Rev-
clation 14.9-10)!

This shows that although the”

Mark was branded on all bul the
martiyrs morg than a lhousand
years ago, 11 1s 87111 the brand of”
thaditional Christianity today.,
and 15 ONCE AGAIN ghing 1o be
enforced .

Once again those who refuse 1t
shall be martyred But those who
receive 1, shall saffer the wrath of,
God without mércy”

You must soon choose whon:
you will obey — this commung Hp-
man Empire resdriecied by a
United Staies pf Evrore, and
ruled over by traditional Chris-
tanity — or w&ﬁlhcr you shall
oseY Gop!

(Yo be continued)




W}ml do I/u' m'xl I

o iy ¢ Inylun D Stogp

Jou se¢ then -on the

ncwismnds every Jan-
Cuary. That's when
certain publicdtiond promi-’
nently feature astrologery’

© predictions: about what will.

happery duvmg the wnuna'

“year.

:.?u -and-so wnll be volud oyt
ql ffice.” *“This movie star

7
Fe

wil}- fbr imarried—forthe £ifth
time.” “That nﬁ*cslmunt ity-
coon  wilt ‘lase a foriyne.” ¢

C“Hundreds  will perjsh in” a,

skyuumpcr fire.” "A cure lor :

Y

Ahe U will be discovered.” -

. Prophene utferundes like these
*make exeiting, 'Wuudmp for’ many.
But if, at 4he end otfa gwun year, .

you would try.to vlu!y yuth fore- -
casts, you wolld see. how wcldom .
Athey cotme 1o pass. = § .
it's huan o want 1o

Sdill,
know the futupe. Animals are
awire of the present. And they
retdin u:ll.un impressions

Bus But they.don't think in
terwis ol totorrow.or nex( month
“or next year. Humans, on the
othgr hund,. have: béen
minds- thit -cay’ conceive of the
l‘ulure We o wm,mvp ofit, bul

e

from -

given

x(

: 'w:. can t otwuwulvew, know: whm

“it w1l| beg. -

God ravulu tho tuture

“No mun kituws What 6 to be, "t

the Bible (ells. us (Heelésistes

10:14), No, “You do not, know . "

what' will huppen tbmmrow

(James 4:14), " ¢

© But there iv (xod in hcuvcn

for whom the, fulure is no myu-ﬂa .
“teryd He dlone has the ility to . 4
—aeurately- know~ﬁ allw )euﬁ “of sdf e
time. . *

“UFor 1wt (:udyr)i1u- pro«%,,.,,

claims “wnd theré”is'no other; 1
m’ (md and fhere is node hkuh

' Mc. dcdarm&.lhc end from llw?

January 986 ¢
. 1}




beginning, und from .uncient
times things thit are not yet
» done™ (Isalnh 46:9-10).

Thut doesn’t medn we humans
ure left in ignorunu@ ubout the®
future, though. To the contrary,
God has revealed to certnin hu.
man: beings of ‘His chposing -
His prophcm - muchevital infor-
nintion nbuut future eventy, -
“Surely the Lord CGod does noth-
Cing. unless e rovoals His secfet
to 1is servants the pmply:ts
(Amos 3:7), \

. -Muany of His prophets, iu lmn,
recorded in wrilten
praphecies thoy were
God. We have thew is

" One whole thivd of

the Bible is

prophecy. And
njost- of Qs wbout
gvonis that are yet -

m happen.

The purpbse of |
. these pmplmdu)u ’

10 reveal - ot to
keep socret - the
future.” The key'.
prophetical kol -
the Bible kix) ven
called the bvok of-

Rchlunnn that is

" to sgy, the bookof
revepling, Notice

how it ‘hvémx‘ S
“The Revelation of [from, be: .

“londing tq} Jesus' Chtist, which

God /| who alonk knows™ ull things

about: the future: . s -Muuhc,w,

" 24:36, Acis);) guvc im* . for
' what nunﬂmc" - o show i lis
™ 'sprvantss [those - 10 qbey. Gody

L who serve Him}——sthipgs- which

.must shortly take. plnu: lin other

" words, . future’ events|™ (Revela-

tion 1:4). ,

"‘shunly" mkc phlu:? Whm is
meant by “shortly”? soime” huve

. oidered. Thiy brings us to a

s , Tuvorite urgumcni\)ol scolfers,

' They ridicule th vulldlly ol’.

Bible propMecy. by suying all

“thoye. prophgeies were suppusuf

to tnke place ul the, time ol the

N original upostlw And they iever’

—did: ~Therefore; the
e " nedusly concludg,

have Tailed.

CItis imeresung tRat in -scoff-

< ing, the scoffers are themyelves

fulfilling I:hbliuil prupheby (II-‘-

8 rn-eooom:ws

i}

.

he pruphwlen .

©eeeding,

hmn ‘the 7
iven Py’ *
e Wible -

i?mhar 33-4)1, Thoy huve over-
{poked the very thing God said
not to overlook: that it was God
who inspired the use olilhc word
shortly. And to God, o few huns,
dred. years, even o few thouvand
years, in the working vut of His
, plm; are but . brief pcriodu

' ~wmunq and witcnlnq

(md atlowed the, early, upnmlcn

and ’(hl) followgrs through,suce

gpen o live ih expectas

tioN-LAL Jesus'-return fvas near,

. ovon llun‘xb dthat expuctation at

titnes \med them to be the ob-

jeat bt ndicule

Josus umld huvs, satid: "I shall

retubn abter (a

certain nuhiber

ufe centuries).

Preach the

gospel i ﬂle
cmeanwhilg.!”

And then His

Clreh “Would

¢ .

8

und thcy bagnn to refgr o, the
“lust diys®’ a5, being yet future
(ll li‘nothy 3:1,-4:0-8, 11 l’eler 4
3-4)
Nm were they alone in hislm'y
For ¢enturien ‘thers have been.
“those wha expected in their gen-
eration the énd of the nge und the
coming of the Messinh 1o rule on
carth, They publicly proclaimed
it. ‘They intensely wanted to see it
“happen But in spite pl the depth

~cof their feelipgs, what théy

looked for did not come to pass
o then,

The very pluce Jesus' Teet shall
touch when he comes buck s
~cleurly. dcmgnulgd (Zechariall
T4:4). Not so for the time of his
arrival: Did you ever notive that?, -

Bven Josus® final wordspdn lhc
‘ust prophetic book of 1he, Bible,
. YSurely 1 am - ‘coming quu,kly
(Rcvclulimn 22:20), have had the .
offpct of kcuplug His Church
" alert and watching,

huVve Known.e ‘ ‘Fhis is for a purpose. Can you

liul no, ihe
'an of His in-"

»

[ A A——

imagine how the morale of Jesus'

followers would have been af-
¢

- ,,_J__.:.-__A__.__IL,

)d rsvcalcd to Hm prophc:ts
5 A much mlormalxon about -
Tulure events, They - ;‘ecordud the pmphecxes
+in the Bible, ()ng)hu'd of the Bible®

is p.rophcgy

b

most: 0( it yet to happen

) mrvcntmg in wurlﬂ uHmH wus

yet distant;—and wits—Hot-¢
revealed. e
Jumes, |hv: brothey )l Jenuu. :
-‘r ferred 0 the “list- days™.
though hiy’ reqdéry were thew: lwu
ing.in"them (James §:3). Su did .
“the .vpusllc Paul’ (lhblews 19:25,

'

v Komans® 11 1-12). Paul left lllj@"

doubt intwo of his letters that he'
*hoped o Ye alive at Jesus return
(1 Corinthians 15:51-52, | Thes-
safonkans 1 4:1,5-17). lhc,.,’upotitlc
Peter wrote of “these last times”

Jute ‘used similar cxprcnium (.
John 218, *Jude 18), ‘

1y wos toward the end of their
-Mves-thit theje men realized they
would dic belore Qhriit cyne —-

v

qucd hnd lhcy beeu awure thu!
the “time-of the end"” was céns-
umcs, yes, uwhnost two miiennia .
off into the Tuture? The liginan
tendency to let duwn, 10 bevome
cuitfplacent, lethurgic, would *
hude: become . overwhelming.

“Jesuy specilically wanted Hiy »
peuple in ull agey to be unticipat-
ing His- retuen ind the entublish. .
ment of the Kingdom of diod.
The redson is that attaining the
Kingdum of God s the contral
" purpose for human existemk, Je-

L4

s scoffers erro-— ﬂéletei#} 120, eH}—Jﬁlm»cmd—mi—s&hk to—seck— that—kingdbm————1

~frst - above unytlu 1y elsc.in lifo
(Muuhuw 6:33), Ihy kmudum
* come,” He ‘tuld His tullowers to
pray. .

Could they all, hvmg In the




L, N '
" “raised il the resar-

¥, ‘QWc ‘have the an-

B 4

. u)mmg, and of (ke end of the

© God, that has given strength to

declared (verses 21-22) that
world troubles would inérease un-
til human life wauld be i in dnngor
of extinction.

That is the time wa are in,qnow!

What will happen In 108687

« Which specific %vents or oc-
currences fulfilling bibljgal
prophecics will take ;pluge™ this
coming yeiar we caninot aﬂy. be-
cause God hay not revealed this
infotnation.
ever, that we will see a continlig-.
tion of the prophétic trends lead-
- ing 1o the end of thisrage.

’ W.mh l'm wars und rumors of

midst of societies gone, amok,
have put their-hearts imto such &
prayer as. ousily if thoy know the
“outcome was thousands of yeurs
uway? .
Allowing His Church through
the centuries ta live in expectu- )
tiop of the imminent estublish-
ment of His Kingdom has been a
prod and an encouragement from

wnthutund trials, perspcution,
even martyrdons,
« And considerghis: God's ng
dom, for all practical purposes,
did arvive for m{‘uh' of God’s peo-
down throdgh history, at the
&l:\c of their deiths. “The newt
hing they will be A
conscious of fy
God's Kingdom,
when they are

nnd uluo earth- ’
quukus (Muat-.
liew 24:06-7).
ok for more
‘tension “in the

cand further
Cmovement to-
wited 4 union of
10 nutions in
Furppe with

rection. The King- |
dom was that W
o thein - T8 | K
“that..clofe to each
of us today! '

But how ‘do we-
today *khow we are

We dg know, hows ,

Middle - Bugt,

see yet' mors, for the Scriptures
warn us o expect “that in the
last dayd perilous times will ,
come: for men will be lovers of -
themselves, lovers of oY,
bousters, proud, blasphemers, dis-
obedient to parents,-unthankful,
unholy, unloving, unforgiving,
slanderers, without selfscontrol,
brutal, despisers of good, traltors, -
headstrong, haughty, lovers of -~
plgusure gather than lovers of
fod, having a form of godliness
but densting its pbwur“ (I Timo-.
thy 3:1-5).

We can expect to see such cam-
ditions intensify, for “evil men, -
ond imposters will grow, worse
und worse' (verse 13). A&Itimcs
some of the prophetical trends.
may uppear 10N\go into “‘reimis-
\N)on 0 nat b?ﬂcccived by. up-
pearance, however, for the trends '
fulfilling the vsure word of
prophiecy always reappear more.
vigorous und intense Than ever!

In the meunwhile, God's Work, .
~—'the Work putting out the very
publu.umm you. are ceéading at

.

really liviig in the
“time of the end"?

swer in chu ,OWN
Lwords, ¢ .

Tjw time of the end

Jesus' nnnmlukﬁbly pinpuinted
our time in-a lengthy prophuy
equui in Matthew, 24.

- Hiy disciples had asked Him,

ot

~Seriptures warn us to
the last hlays penlou::

/s '

re you sick of all the evil in_
— the world‘l, You might as
wcll prepare yourself 1o see yet more, for, the .

p?cc.t “that in

tithes will come.”

v

“What will be the sign of Youwr T T

- the - blcmiig of a Breat rehgmui
uge?” (eruo 3). Whul wus Jesls'  leader. (He: sume 10" request
reply”? Lo . study our, free baoklet fhe Book

The eid of thé age will come,,  of Revelation. Unveiled at Lastl) |
© Jesuy crplained, wleu the goud Curses -for. transgressions of ©
‘newy of thie Kingduin 'hus been  God's spiritual, civil, finuncial -
P fied" i ull the woild us u
wnyeu ln*gall the nnuuns (verae
14).

The (rusp@l or goud news that
Jesus wus. speaking of is the
Guspel of the kmgdum of God,
which has been lmlde;n from the
world a3 a whole for most of 19

enumerated in Leviticus 26 and
‘Deuteronoiny 28) will continue
to tike their toil in the United
States, Britain, Cunada, Aus’
trulin, New*Zculand, South
. Africa. und other Isvuciitish na-
“tions. (If you have not yet resd

———ventufies. (M you would like to - The United Siaves and-Britain-in ——

[

A the end

learn. what Jesus' Guospel is, -
quest our free booklet Whm 3
the True Gospel?)

Jesus alyy identified the time
our tinb when He

+ Prophecy, be sufe W requul a
free copy.)
Are you sick d m-cd or ali
the nonsensé *dhd corruption in
,the world? Prepure yourseif’ 1o

* this moment -

and*health laws»(tlie curses ure -

will continue to.

grow in-effectgfeness and
stréngth until thg good news of:
the conting Kingdom of God hus -
been preachell in ull the ‘world
48 . witnesy to all shations -
(Mnﬂhcw 24:14)..The very exis- .
tence f this Work is u sure sign
thut we: ure very t,luse to-the end
of this auc' .
1986 is now upon uq We don’t

, know exuctly haw jneny years re-

min, .¢ither for this age of hu-
man :mumunugemcnt and

ur of us s -indis

viduals. ' But this all “converted

o Lhr!ntnul\i can say for sure: By

one whole year, *Now our salve-
tion is nearcr than whep we first
belicved” (Romans 13M1). 0
. [ . Y
o + Janupry, 1966 /
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\ Uiy on i
Aill, does God look-like?

Early mun. ‘say thlurlJnS.
~, believed God. was thé life or spirit

Lo . "
) ¥
[ wo ds,
. Mﬂs,
| ¢ To at least.

]

! . ) N, .
The Bible gives us a fascinating, clearpicture!

w

\ L

! L] .

hen God first

created human: life

‘Von earth, He said,

“Let Us muyke man in Qur

image, ac{(‘)(rdmg to Our

likeness™ (‘Genesis ‘1:26).

. And God did just that; “So

God creatdd man In His

own image; in the image ‘of

God He . ucutcdr\hjm“'
(verse 27). c

yt-doos that mean we real-

like God? W}]at uftur

of' ratire - that essence that
.+ exhijbity itself as anger in thund«.rl
movement in wind, weeping in.
rain, gent]oncss in the flow of riv-
ers, mysteriousness, in “deep

restlessness, of “1p

one Cho
group, Gad is a divine principle,

a

eternal spirit and iminite mmd

Evg}uuomsts ‘believe God'is an
< angiént Jidea, a fictitious being

- created by primitive, ignoragt .

humans to cxpluin phenomeny

10 ThoGOODM:WS ’

v

L]

By Liugh Mauck

they dould not understand. People, *
- down

hrough the ages have
imagined . God as Iouku“g like
wlinost_every conceiviblg, kind of
anumal, combinatiop of animals
und combination ‘of human and
animal attribujes. © v

Ioas time we get the ficts

like we do, sithough they were

undoubtudly perfect physical
spu.um.ns ,

Later in .history, when God,

© with twey of his angels, uppwrod-

“to Abrubam, He appeared as a

fnormal (man 18:4-3).

(Cignesis .
.‘:mll Iut T, wkppjbu.klel tsaw 4
. '}. | /

ple dogn through the .
es havegimagined God in
hundred.s different
, almm«s and Sormsy Some
"“earl y people believed that
God 'was thé .\plnt or
- essence agen innature.

2

nmc we Iuarn whm (xod tells -us
about Himselfl”,

God tollc us!
We m,ed not be confused about

" what .God looks like. God tells us

“plainly ip the Bible. God cqjled

* Eve was called woman. Together
they were called man (Gendsis
l 26-27,12722-23). Thcy were not

some lower, primitive form of
human. Adam und Evé Jooked -

v‘mun of God on Hls throne (*the
appearafice of the likeness of the °
glury of the LordY), (:od had, .-

mc appearance of 4 nan” (Eze-

kil 1 2(y28) "
The Imquo of God ’

rulgor code of ethics that 3ovcrns
gaji_conduct. ruling-aver all B#—ourﬂhrsbﬁneeﬁtﬂr. -Aguti—man—From-these-

- we-car
know. Goyg- looks like &' human.
Many other scriptures tell_bhow,

« whenever God appeared to
humans, He alwdys jiad the form
“and uhnpe. size ai*featutes of a_
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normal man. Bit Jet's tnkc a
cloe,cr look.

- God has one face. Hc tulkcd
face to face with Jacob and with

"Moses (Genesil 32:30, Exodus.
3311, Deuteronomy 34:10).

* His eyes are always upon the-,
‘lund He personally cares. for®
(Dcuwronomy 11:12), even as
His cyes are upon the righteous
and His ears are open to their ¢ry,
" (Psalm 34:15).

" Hebrews %113 says, “There is
no coreature, hidden from Iis

<, ~sight, but all thmgu are naked and'

open to the eyes of Hlm to whom
we must give account.’
., JGiod has & body. Padl tells us
*"that, in the resurrection, our Wwile,
plxysl\!:ll bodies will be .\shmmd .
like Christ’s glorious body (I’hh 14
Jippians ' 3:20). Ch#ist Hinlsell
said those, who enter the King-
dom will have two eyes, two
haneds; and two feet (Matthew
¢ 8:8-9), giving more clear ‘r;ndicui
“tion of what God looks likey:
‘God bas a mouth, und we ure. '
to live by every wodd that pro-.
ceeds from it (MattheW 4:4). Cuxd
spoke to Moses §Numbers 12 B
vecasionally ”L thuntders wnh u
, mighty yoice (Psalm 68:33).
. Zophar speaks of the lips of God
(Job 11:5), and Jlsaioh tells us
thaty wltw God becopmes angry, |

“His lips are full of indignation,

dnd His rongue tike a devouring
fire; His breath is like ane over-
HNowing stream™ (Isainh 30:27-
IH)

Wllh His voice (;od laughs at
lhu-u: who ary te outwit/ Him

“ 4 (Psalin 2:4) gnd at the heathen

who plot against Illm (Psalm
59.8). , .

" God has a iose; Hg nn,lIL.
" sacrifice Noah
altad (Genesls
blast from
divided the
15:8), -
God has arms, hlnds nd ]m‘
gers like we do, not hoots, claws
S0r paws. God has a mlghly arm. .
strong isHis_hanc

the:
'ered on lhc.
21),2and with @
lis hostrils e
eds Sea (ondbs

pand fis lifted high in glunum
sm.nglh (Psalm 89:13). The Isra-
clites did not” ga ssession of
" the promiged kmdl by-their own
sword Sr strength, but the. nghl
hand and arm of God gained it for

them (Psalm 44:3). Jesus Christ
_ now sits at the right hand of the
God on high (Hebrews 1:3), and
all - the jost of heaven stand on ,
s rlghl hand and on His lcft (1
Chronicles 18: Iu)
With Hi# m fingers God

wrote the’ Te

on twp tables ofstone fof Moses
" (Exodus 31:18; Deuteronomy
9:10), and on two more tables
ufter Mosos broke the first set
(l)culunnmm l()l ’) The heav-

“ommandments ’

\

mo l’nmus\'(sthim you have ever
camed! y ¢ L -
The truth is tHat humunS'huch' '
the stupfndous potential to,
actually be born‘into God's own
Family us immortal, brilliant
spirit-composed . Yeings like, God ‘5’\' :
Himself as"God’s children!
At Jesus Christ's return, God's
sefvignt hout histary will
be %rre:%s und, with. true /
Cheistidins still alive, will be
unged in the twinkling of wn
" .

e

AN

I‘(énd Himself reveals that

He made humanity'in His
own {mage and likeness,
with a similar mind. The {,«‘
Bipte off¢rs ‘many .3pemﬁc o
detuils abour God'’s form '
“and appearance. '

a

ens are the work of God's Imgcra ‘
(Psayn 8 3) : R
" When Guod reptores all things,
the, government shall be upon His
shuqldu (Isaiah 9:6), N '
God pernufted Moses to scc
* His back asdle walked by in His
&3” (Exafuy 3308, 23), afd
Dravid speaks of a tinie when God
shouk the carth, bowed (he heav-
c{u and came down, when dark-
nesy as under His feet (Psalm
18:9) God. ulau his a ‘waist (} 2e-
kiel 1:27). -
* Jesus C hnul suid;
s¢en. Me has seen the Father”
L (John- 14:9),indicating that both
God the Father and .Christ have
the same” formi and mbnp«: ‘and

undoubtedly muoh mhu ne luoks
and features. ) Lo
 The huma poténtial

" Man s made in’ God's shupc.
- form aind image. By contrast, the
creatures whe suvc'ﬁud around

His throne shave mu
wmgs and uhgmal liké features’

“the furmcr archangel” Lucifer,
now dppears. as @ dragon or str»-
pent (Revelation12:9).
But why is man m.n.le n God’s
" image, with -a mind' sifhiler to
Goé‘n? The ‘incredible bnswer is
. . ‘v\c

"Ilc whu has..

iple fuces, .

'

v

,_LﬂﬁLle,?l.‘Satam,»w 4n¢Ll;Hmhke a—flal

2 ] . .
Aye into the exact form and com-
position God has now (I Corin-
thians 15:51£53, 1 John 3:2).

There will no longer be any
confusion us to who or what God
is or what His plafi ig!- l:vcryonc
will gee! No church, othef.than
od’y s true) Church, ander. *
standy this amazing knowdedge. + .
For more information, send
tmmediately for ouy free book *
The Incredible Human., Potential
and: our frec booklet Your Awe-
sonie Future — How Relfglan
Deceives You. .

God in all His giory

The, book of Revelation reveals
what the. glorified Jesus Christ
looks like now. This is the image «
we ourselves shall share if we
overcoie and endure to the end
(Rcvpﬂltmn PN N

Christ <y “clothgd with a gar-
ment down 6" the'feet and girded
Bbulal_l/m Fhext with_ a- goiden
‘band. His head and Hi4 hair were
white like wool, as white as snow,
‘of -fire;

§

His feet were likg fiie ‘brass, as lf
_refined. in ya fuknace, and His &

waters” (Rcvcl&twn i1
* " The apdstle John was showny in

vaice as the of many

3-15).

Q,

vxﬁion. God the Father sitting

‘January 1986 "




upon His throno (Rcvclauon 4:1-,
11). God, ‘the Ancient of Dnys
(Daniel 7:9-14), is the ever-living
Cl}d who inhabits eflernjty (Isaiah
57:15).. He enduroes- forever

Does Ma

God’s EI’I’IOUOIISQ

God's purpose in chulmu humun
life is to reproduce Hlmuclf by add-
ing spirit-born.children to'His Fargily,
(.lohn 3:3, 6, 8). When God made us ,

His .own imuge, He gave us the

ential for the samg badsic emotions
He\Himself ppssesses: the ability-to
laugp when we, are huppy, to gry

. % sad, to become anBry wh@n‘s 8
moliht, to ke ‘jealous when someofié is
unfaithful, to feel indjgnution when_
things are wrong and to love when we'
are loved. .

Emotions are good: They give life
its color and zest. The, difference
between us and God is that Gpd con-

trols His emotions, whereas, all' yoo .

often, our emoti gontroh us.

One major purpus'e\glod had in~
mind in creatingsus 45 humans sub-
ject to “death; -before gmng us ever-
lasting life as spirit beings, is 1o teach
us to control our cmotiphs. Obeying*

. thg Ten Cbmmandments and keeping
all the other luws God Bave us iy often
little ‘more- than exercising' propef- .
conttol over our emotions A- which,
»in lurh coritrol our drivey and .
actions’” ¢ o

’ St .
v

God’s own b'mottonn a
God's strongest amonon is love.

. \ - SN
(Psalm-9:7) and has eterndl youth
and strength (Isaiah 40:28:31).

* In all Yhese accounts and many.
more in tje Bible, God is fever
pictured in any form or Shape

. o
othér than the -same image ,He,
the '(ﬁnﬁor. gave to man. bod
truly sméte us in His own image,
to omeday soon share’ fully in
His eternyl glory and power!

human fear of God is the begiming
vof wisdom (Prpverbs 1:7, 9:10). God
hoy pleasure in those who.fear Him
(Psalm 147:11) \‘

God is a jedalous God (Exodus
20:5, Deuteronormy 4:24). One of His
names I8 Jealous (Exodus 34:14).
The first two, of the Tep Command-

Have

forms of humuﬁ 1uv; su(.h a8 the lovc

of a muthcf fdr her child, are bu»ed God's lnldlcmncc of unfuithfulness,

ﬂ_n;'

should potess (11 Sjnuel 1:14). The'

ments forbid idolutry ,and express.

" sm’h:

on. concern nnd'uurc
extcndcd self. N

o . We love Ggd boelidpe He first
loved us (1. Jo¥n 4:19). 'Khe greatest
love God

commandn is that w
with all’ our heart, mind.anyl strength.

. The second greatestcommundment is -
, that we love our fikighbor us ourselves
“(Mark 12:29-31). .

Hatrg

deceit,
5:5.6, 11:5, 4517)

God expresses’ anger when ton-
fronled Wwith rebelliousness and evil:

BUt Ged never loses control, and His
_anger works for positive purposes._
Judges
st pro-
vpkes Gud’ 1o anger {Deuteronomy

(Nahum 1:2, 6, Psalm 7:11,
10:7, Jereminh 30:24).

32-21)

Angor is"not an emotion we\nun
never use. (God telly- us

L&mes when we should be .
-angry5ut we should néver let anger.

Cthere.

lead us td sig i*(Ephesians 14“2(6)

for one's
+ Sev

_is the opposite of love —
o~ and Cd ulso expresses hatred. Solo-
. mon .tells us tHere is a Thne to hate
(Ectlesiastes 3:8). God hates’ eyil and
evety manifestation of’n‘ ~— 'pride,
violence, ~selfishness (Pmlm

‘expxeuea supreme Jfoy (M
i« 254,

" tance to sglvation, ot t

which is whut godly jealousy is. The
gnth, Cominandment states His*
mtulcrunge of.
“marciage. partndr (E:xud'us 203 6
14). - .
One of Elunh s utrongcs( utlrlbums
wus that he was jealous for God (I
Kings 19:10). Jen&)usy has its right
place among our emotions (11 Corin-
. thians 11:2). When rightly applied, it

4sh0uld proyoke us to good works (Ro-
. mans Y1:11). The spirit of jesfousy

should,nevet be cbmpetitive, but pro-
tective (Song of SolomofY 8.6).

Pooltlvn uuoc .

God expresses grie )&(Genesis 6:6,
Psalm /78:40, Hebrews 3:10); Jesus
Hlmself wept, (John )1:35)..God .
Lh ew--
43, Luke 15: lOJ Galglians
5:22). He experiences indignation
(Isuiah 34:2) and-H¥ knows sorrow
(Isaiah 5{ 3). "Godly sorrow,” says,
11 Corinthians 7410, *produces repen-
retted; '
but the sorrow of the world produces
death.” God feels concern (D teron-
omy :29), éxelcises ce and °

fofthfulness to a '

s |

~ Faar is also an* emotion God

offers camfort (Rom ns lS 5.
expresses, buteiof in- the wiy humans

11
Peter 3:9). |
God is humble altd merc ul o
. sive at times, vengeful at other 1: ;
bmw,,mwiconud nL C
His cmotions, as we should be, using
* them properly aid Yor poslhve. nghug
" purfloses. God alwhys radiates. the ¥.
wondeIful fruits of (His Spirit, chief &
of which are love, jgy and" pcace (Ga-
Jatiand$:22-23). 0

He s love (I John 4: 8, 16). His, every
. acnon sis? based upon love.  God's. fear. The wrong typ¢ of fear —/faith-
whale philosophy is sharing Himself, - lessness, pprancia and mere féar of
alohg with everythihg in the umveuq_ *punishment because we have sinnede
with those He loves. - for example - will keep us out 5ut of
Man's gresflest. emotion is also 'God's ngﬁ&*(Revclnnon 21 3)—
- love, but man has perverled his love, . God cahnot sin because He wills
and turned it inward, following the'* not te sin. In, thal sense He fears to
- “get” philosoplty: rgther than God's do wrong or’ cause wrong conve-
_- “give? - philosophy. Even the highest | quences. Tmn is a nght emouon we -
T \
12 The BOOD NEWS .
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How was it. poaalbla for
Noah to make a ship large
enbugh, to carry the many
species of animals safely.
through the Flood? -

Think for a moment. Woyld
God assign a job like building the

* Ark to someone without being

sure the person could get the job

“done?

Many peoplc assume that the
account of the building of the
Ark is a th. They conceive of

Noah' as a ‘sort of old, bearded?”

hermit who had little or no edu-

" cation, and who. certainly - must

not have had proper tools to build

.. a ship as large as the Ark.

.True, Noah may not have had
computers, gasoline-powered

saws, hydraulic lifts, rivet guns or
. micrometers.- But to assume that

Noah had no nails, bolts, saws,
axes or hammers, along with
other needed tools and supplies
and th(; - ecessary technical
know, ¢dge, is simply naive.

“~Most fail to grasp the tremen- .

dous size of Noah's Ark. because

. they have not ﬁgured out its ca-

pacity based on ‘the measurc-
ments given in the Biblg (Genesns
6:14-16). 1

Bible commentators do not all

" agrce as to the specific size of the .

cubit ‘used in building t’hc_’&;k,_
Some suggest an [§-inch cubit
others a 21-inch cukit. On t\‘pe
basis of a 2!-inch, cubig, Pelpu-

" bet’s _Bible Dictionary “§tates,

“The ark would be 525 feet in
. length, 87 .fect 6 inches in
breadth and 52 feet 6 inches in =

height.””

Some have calculated the dis-
placemgnt of the Ark would have
been Petween 40,000 and 56.000
tons! It" would have been the
height of-a 45:story bulldmg“g, it

- stood on end. Comparmg this to .

liners-of tolday, the Ark may well

the largesx most modern luxury
have been.

Canberra, which has a displace-
ment of 44 -807 tons gross!

But there wis an ofder Hebrew
measured éboul 25

cubit -that

A )

© *“kinds”

- Genesis

Targer than Britain's

inches. This cubn'aould have

.made the Ark 600 feet long, 100

feets wide argd 60 feet high. No
4mall size! lts three decks (Gene- -

_sis 6:16) would have contained an
“arga of ABout 38 standard college
- basketpall “courts. Its volume

would have been 3.6 midlion cubit

-feet. This is the carrying capacity

of 25 trains, each one 52 freight
cars long Many think of the Ark
as a smalk vessel,
how large 1t really was.

,How many amimals were dn the

CATK? Notice that God 1old Noah

there would be one male and one
female of cach uncican “kind™ of
animal and sevew paigs of each
clean “kind” of dnimal on the
Ark'(Genesys 7.2, 14) When the
Bible speaks of a “kind" of ani--
mal. it is nol speaking of what

scmm!sls loday would identify as -

*'species.

. Turn to Genesis 2.19-20 and
noucc an wmportant point: “Ouf
of the ground the Lord God
formed every beast of the field
and every bird of the air. and
‘brought them to Adam 1o see
wliat -he would call them. And
whatever Adam called each living .
creature.” that was its name. So
Adam gave names (o all cattle, to
the birds of the air, and' w0 every
bedst of the field ~ -

The number
"were so few that. Adam
was ablc o casily give them each
a pame thai.day This shows that
the onginal Genesis “kinds’ were
relatively few in number.

With recgard 10 the animals,

the Bible definition of “*kind” is
- much broader than the evolution- -

ary conceps of “speties.” The
“kind’l more nearly
equates wnh the biological defini-
tion of a “genus” Notice. the
facts presented in  The Genesis
Flood, pdges 67 and 69: “lIt is

“unwarrafffed to insist that all the
present species. not-io memion. ..

all the varieties and subvarieties,
were represented in the Ark.”

* God is a practical God. God’s’

not realizing -

of Genesis -

_brachurk entitle

+ of beginnings.”

and left 4 lot of planning on
Noadh's shoulders. Noah may- al-

- ready have had some cxpcriehcc

in building large oceangoang
ships.

With regard 1o adequate sup-»
phcs of food. and potable water, '
Noah had reccived ins kions
from God (Genesis 6: 7§ Eags,
for example, may have ‘Been ob-
tained from many birdsy milk
from’ the cattie and goats. fresh
meat from a varniety of sources.
And Noah could casily have
stored fresh water in advance.

Remember also that plant life,

+ was reestabhished quickly - after

the Flood (Genesis 8:11), and”
that Noah himself planted a vine-.
yard (Genesis 9:20); indicating .
he had taken on the:Ark cuttings

and grains that could germma:g
with cultivation

Most of those who sGoff at.the

record of the Flood have never

bothered to approach the prob-

lem as the Bereans did. willing to

prove with an open mind

“whether these things were so”

(Acts 17:10-11) Had Moah as-*

sumed the task was, m”osslble,

and had he not worked- for 120 .
years to accomplish it, where |
would we ‘be today?/ The facts
prove the-task- was ‘plot impossi-
ble, and that Noah Aucceeded as
the Bible records.
The Worldwide Church of
God’' publighes an attractive

ning — Answers 10 Questions
From Genesig.”" This “brochure

.examines dozens of the fascinat-

ing topics. fevealed in the Tirst

book of l,hf Bible. including the

crcation #veck. the Garden of
Eden, Adam and Eve: Abraham
angeis dnd the beginning of the =
tribes of Israel.

It Answers. many common
qucsyglons concerning this “book
You may have a
ree- copy. —of. tmsﬂbrochure by—-
mailing the request envelope in
this issue or’ by wriling to our

-address nearest you (see: ms:de
instructions to Noah were simple from cover for a hst) ’

~

“la the Begine. —
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ow would you react
if you hired some- .
:one to build you a -

iscipline

IsYour ¢« ~
. Child Bulldmg It?

Without this character trait, no _child can mature properly.

By Gavin N Cuilen 1

"new house and then found

i
out the persomwas a fraud?

Let's sang_hxs ‘person had nox-
real training in building

homes; he had mcrcly worked
as a commo\n labdrer for a
while. He created a fancy title
for  his . * y

n. busmess
You'didn't find out about him

- until he started work on the foun-

dations. You began to be cop-
cerhed at the way he didn’t seem

construction com- -
pany”’ and figured that was -
enough for him 10 get started

-

" to be sticking to the plans. Even

though he reassured* you about
what he was doing, you weren *
satisfied :
What ﬁnajly caused you to be-
gin 1o look into the “builder's”
qualifications was what you
found when you slipped down io

‘the building. 8ite and measured

the foundations. Not only were
the dimensions wrdng, but the
whole foundation was completely
out of square. In no way were the
foundations even beginning to
turn out’like the plan that you

_and he 'had decided upon.

As soon as you found out about

-
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‘spring. Their child rearing

——y

- his lack of credentials, you went

to great lengths to get out of the
contract:- There was no way -you

‘would have .a man with so litties

competence build 'your home!

Now, all this sounds absurd.
Maybe this specific scenario has
never happened anywhere. But, a
sad situation with particulars not
unlike those in this example.is

happening repe y all over, the
world evqﬂmmﬂ&c ‘situa-
tion is accepted as normal. It is
not questioned. But it is having
far more devastating conse-
quences than having an unquali-
fied buildef construct a honre. It~
is shaving a direct effect on the
downfall of our society today!
The building being construcred
is. the character of children. The*

‘builders are parents. who either

carry out the building plans for-

‘mulated by almighty God or fail

rmserably in «.h»ld rearing.

A right loundatlon -

We may be aghasl at the
thought of an unqualified person
buiiding our homé. Y¢t many afe
making terrible mistakes in mold-

“ing the lives of. their, children.

They do not heed God's clear
instructions — they have no idea
of ‘what direction they &re head-
ing or shouid head with their off-
] *just
kind of happens.” The resuits are

.

/

"disastrous — devastating ‘to this

society. Children are growing up

without any seif-discipline.
Some are unable to entertain

N

- themselves because they have

spent countless hours being en-
tertained in front of the televi-
sion, incapable of learning in the
classroom because they can’t pay

attention and concentrate, -unfit

to hold jobs when they leave
school because they have not

learned to accept and carry out

‘responsibilities

. King Solomon, to whom God
gave great
depth underslandmg regarding
child rearing. and he recorded
_many of his’ observations in the
*book of Proverbs In Proverbs
29:15 he pinpoints the crux of the
pmblem we are addressing: “A
child. left to himself bnngs shame
to his mother.”

When parenis do not know

. why their children do not turn

out as well as they expected, this
is ofien the main reason. -

.
.

Training nccossa'ry ’

Just as a musncm needs con-
stant training and practice 1o be-
come good enough to play in an
orchestra, so a child needs con-

stant training. *based on the laws .

God reveais, to develop self-disci-
pline. A i;x'rld ‘must be taught to
cariy out-yesponsibilities —

T

wisdomi. gained in- -

" whether schoolwork, ‘chores

around -the home,. controlling
emotions or cxercising the pa-’
tience and diligence needed to
learn 2 new skill.

For instance, a teenager who

. has never learned about punctual-”

ity, getting along with others and .
following instructions cannot just,

join the work force and expect to
be able to work successfully for a
full eight hours evéry day. He
would find great difficulty in
sticking out the often mundane
assignments that regularly go

with the job. He may not respect . -

his superiors. He may not be con-
cerned with doing quality work.
A child develops his or her atti-

“tude toward work during the
- early yeals. and this takes work

on the part of the parents,
Once again we can turn 10 the
book of Proverbs for guidance. If

“we train our children_jn the way
they will never -

they shouid go,
depart from that way (Proverbs
22:6).

Let’s. look at severai lypical ar-.
eas where. children need ‘10 learn
seif-discipline. The principles’
here apply to all areas of child
rearing in géneral. '

~

.Work: habits

It is essential that children
dcvclop good work habits
{Continued on page 27)

Haf Finch
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Does it make any difference what names you
use Yor the fat_be( and the~Son? -

tant!

We must not use it-

hghtly or 1rrevcrcntly — but

witha genuine sense of. rever-
- ence and awe (Exodus 20:7).

But what is the name of the
heavenly Father? What is the

* name of His Son, our Savior, the

Messiah? ..
It is important that we know

(Acts

only Hebrew names when_speak-

ing of the Father and the Son7 Is -

salvation based on the pronuncia-

tion of God's name in a certain.

language or on a certain set of

. sounds?

Are we unwnmng!y transgrm&-
ing the ' Third Commandment

when we say “Jesus, Christ.,” .
“God™” and “Lord” —- because -

these are not Hebrew, names?

. There ds no need for confusion.

Read on dnd uhderstand?

Sacred namies?

The notion that we must .use
only God's Hebrew. names is of

16 The GOOD NEWS
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od’s name is 1mpor~.

By Keth-W Stump

' no- ancient origin. Actually, the

Hebrew-names . teaching had its

. bcglrmmgs less than 50 years.dgo,
" in the late 1930s.

- At that ume. proponents of the

idea began to claim that it is

gross sin to say the name Jesus

" Christ. which is an anglicized
" spelling of the Greek words
“lesous and Christos. L
- they declared 1t a sin 10 utter the

‘phrase God the Father. for the .
For there is only one “name un--

der heaven given among men by
-which we must be saved”
©4:12). 5
" Must we, a8s some claim] use

ikewise,

Enghsh word God was said to be
linked eumologlc&ii\ with Ppagan

- worship.

The Deity’s name, 1he) al-
leged. must be spoken only in
Hebrew. This is an important
prerequisite for entering - God's

* Kingdom. they claimed.

These same few teach t‘hal e

. sacred personal namé of our

heavenly Father i1s Yahweh (or,
in'its contracted form, Yah) and
that the name of His Son is
Yahshua the Messiah. The word
Elohim, too, must be used in-

_stead .of our equivalent English
word God. They declare Mat

when we pray or spcak about the
Father and the Son, we must use

only these Hebrew names. .It is.

wrong. they say. to translate the
names of the Deity 1hio English

-words, we may freecly read and

nal Hebrew of the Creator’ s"".,“
name as written in the consonan: .

- / *

or any other janguage. In other

discuss the Bible as translated
into the English language in all
terms except the names of God or.
~Jesus Christ. Then we must
speak Hebrew. Using substitutes
for the names Yahweh and .
Yahkshug. we are told, could deny
us salvation.

Are Hebrew names the only
ones acceptable to God? Is He
insulted by anything else?

The tetragrammaton .

First, let's examine the.name
Yahweh, said to be the personal
name of the Heavenly Father.

In Exodus 3:15, the Creator
introduced His name — YHWH
— 1o Moses? (In many English~
‘versions of the Bible. YHWH is
trans’laled, as LORD. usually ~
printed in capital letters.)

Unrealized by many, the text
of the Old Testament consists of
‘consonants. no vowels. The origi-

tal text of this verse is spelled
simply YHWH, not Yahwe

YHWH 15 often referred to fs
.the “tetragrammaton,” meaning
the “four letters.”” The hame




YHWH is derived from a form
of thre Hebrew verb to be. It has
) the same meanmg as the name 1
S AM, mentioned'in the previous
verse (Exodus 3:14). Hebrew
scholars say YHWH could mean
i “he exists” or “he causes to be.”
j The English equivalents-of this
] word would be “the Ever-living”
‘or “the Eternal.” '

. Though we cannot be abso-

‘ lutely certain what the missing
e vowcls in YHWH should be;
Lo schofars believe that
! H was probably vocalized

4 ' originally as Yahweh: :

YHWH w00 sacred 10 be uttered,
ceased to even pronounce it after

Indeed. it was considered unlaw-

+" “When a Jew reciting orally came
YHWH in a scripture, he sub-

. T ; brew word meaning “Lord™ or
<’ ‘ ‘ .. “Master™) instead. The ngme of
‘ . -God. in other words, was written
. YHWH, but pronounccd
: 'Adonkzi. '

But one thing is certain. The
pronunciation of th¢ Hebrew
word YHWH was nor  *Jecho-
vah.” This familiar but crroncous
name is a comparatively recent
invention, devised by Peter
_Galatin (the confessor of Pope
Leo X} in 1520. Galatin inter-
jected the vowels of the word
‘ . Adonai {a-0-a) between the fpur
-~ .. ; [ sacred consonants YHWH, pro-~

’

[ dycing the hybrid monstrosity

“Jehovah™
Bibles.
name, formed by adding alien
vowelis to the Tetragrammaton. [t
“has ,no claim tp legitimacy.
E Yahshua /s Yahweh!
| - - The first point that must be
made in answer to those well-in-
tentioned but misguided advo-
cates of “sacred names’ concerns
] ‘their labeling the Father Yahweh
e as distinct
‘ -Yahshua (which means "Yahweh
-is salvation'). .They. claim
“'YHWH is the Father, and that
the Son later had to be revealed.
The truth is that the YHWH

of the Old Testament is the very
. -

in some English

., amon
declared #he Father (verse 18),,

The Jews; thinking the name “omy 3

the days of Ezra and Nehemiah.®

ful and blasphemous to utier it.’

stituted the word Adonai (a He- .

YaHoWaH, which later became

It is a totally aruificial .

from H s Son

f AL
Qne who became Jesus or, in He-
brew, Yahshua! Yahshua, or')
‘sus, 1S Yahweh!

Jesus -was the Wor® (
lrogos, *‘spokesman’’) who was
with God- the Fathep from the

beginning (John 1:1). The Logos -

was the Creator — “All thiags
“were made through Him™ - (verse
3). Thoy Logos — the Creator —
later becamt flesh and dwelt
us (verse 14). He then

“whom nd man had heard or seen
before (John-35:37).
Notice further:

374, we read that
YHWH (transiated “Jord” in
many Bibles in verse 3) is “the

Rock ™ In I Corinthians 10:1-4,
we discover thav, the' Rock was
_mone other than Christ. In John

8:58. J;kus» reveals that He is the:

P AMT of Exodus "3:14. In

Hosea 13:4, YHWH says there is .

no savior but Him. YHWH,
then, clearly 1s Jesus (Acts 4:12)!
. Jesus (or Yahshua) was the
<. 6od of the Old Testament.. He
‘was YHWH. (For a momqgh
proof of this pmnl request our
reprint article “ls. Jesus God?™)
With this undcrstandmg onc of
the ma)gr tenets of the sacred
names doctrine falls flat!
Now look at angthér major er-
ror in this false teaching.

Evidence t’rom Oid Toliamont

Though lhr: vast majority &f
the Old Testament was inspired
in the Hebrew language, Danicl
and Ezra wrote portions of their
books in Aramaic or Syriac, the
prevalent. language spoken
throughout the Persian Empirc
and elsewhere during their time.
It had replacéd Hebrew as the
. language of common speech of
the Jews.

When &hcsc men of God re-
ferred to the Creator in those
passages. did they usc the old

**Hebrew names, or did ghey trans-
late them- into- Arammc”

Nowhere in the Aramaic pas-
sages do we find the names

" YHWH or Elohim. An examina-
tion of the manuscripts reveals
that :n dozens of places the writ-
ers rendered the Hebrew names
for God into the Aramaic word

in Deuteron- .

Elak. And it is just as propey thay
the Hebrew E/ and Elokim
should be. translated into the En-
glish word God. - ‘
Moreower, it should be noted
that the name E/ was in use
among the 'pagan Canaanites long ™ -
before) Moses penned the Penta- -
teuch{ In the cunciform geligious
blets excavated at~Ras Shamra
ghe ancient Canaanite city of
Jgarit in northern Syria), for ex-
ample, El (El the Bull) is de-
scribed as the hgad of the
Canaanite pantheon, husband “of
Ashierah and father of all the
other gods. If it is a sin for us to
usc the English word God. be--
cause pagan- Druids used 1t to
refer to their idols, then, by the
same reasoning, 1t Is also a sin to -
use the chrcw words Elahnm
and E/l . -
“ Also notice than the Hebrcw
word Elekim is used 240 times
throughout the inspired Ol Tes-
tament to refer to pagan, heathen
idels (see Exodus 12:12,
Decuteronomy” 6:14 ‘and Jadges
11:24, for example). This usage
shows that it'is just @s permissi-_
ble te use the English word God

today for both the Creator and .

for pagan idols.

- Apostolic Qxamelo Ao

But what about the New Tes-
tament -books?
. The original inspired language

of the New Testament was
Greck. Greck was virtually a sni-
versal language_in the first cens
tury, wndcly undcrsmod by both-
Jews and gemiles. . -

Much of the New T;stamcnt
was written by the aposilc Paul,

“the apostle sent to the Grcck—_“/
speaking gentiles who did not

know Hebrew or Aramaic. When
Paul wrotc_in Greck to ‘Greek
coriverts, Phi he pause in mid-
sentence and. switch from Greek
to Hebrew to write Yahweh or
Yahshia when faced with a sa-

‘cred name?

_.Never! .
Paul invariably used the Greek

" words for “God” (theos) and

“Lord™ (kurios). And be used
the Greek name lcsow (Jesus).
And so did the “other writers of
New Testament books, as

January 1986 .17
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665 places, in the New Testa-
ment, the apostles translated the
Hebrew. word YHWH into the
Greek word kurios.

There is not ong New Testa-
ment Greek manuScript with the
names of the Dcx,ty written in
Hebrets!

In the face of these clear facts,

“sacred names™ proponents have
no choice but to &ly the New
Testament_was originally writen.

. in Greek. They assert — wrongly

=— that the whole of.ife New
Testament wag, origiffaily writiel
in Aramajc (some even sa\ He-
and only later iranslaied
into Greek. At the li?c of” this
alleged translation. they claim
the sacred Hebrew names “crc
wrongly removed and pagan
Greek names substituled

The burden” of proof is on
them. The evidence?

There is none — for it 1s a
totally false notion..devised vut of

npecessity to justify a false.

premise!

The Aramaic version of the
New Testament available today is
clearly a later translation from
the onginal inspired Greek The
only copies of the original New
Testament writings that have
been preserved are in Greek —
none in Aramaic or Hebrew.

" More proof . N

Jesus said He came to reveal |

and declare the name of the Fa-
ther to men {(John 17:6, 26) Yet

-where do we find any discussion

of ity pranunciation? Where did
Jesus say that Hebrew is the only

" pame we must use?'If pronuncia-

tion s so all-important, why did
Jesus never say so?

Anul_hcr point:
sied thal “many [dcucnv.érs] will
come in My name’ {Matthew
24:5). I7 the only pfuper form of
his name'is Yahshua. then Jesus’
prophecy has utidfly  failed —-
and He is a false prophet! Have

many come’ in the. Hebrew name:
- of Yahshua? No — hardly any.

‘But mainy deceivers have come in
the name af Jesus Christ. which
Jesus in this verse clearly calls
His .name. . 4

I other words,-jesus was say-

18 The GOOD NEWS e

Jesus prophe-

~whormt ou have gnen Me ™ As ”

[y

- - - ) 1
ing that false churcHes would use
the tyye name. Jesus obvicusly is,
not_dofverned with the language
in which His name s spoken: it
remains_ His rame. There is
pouer md authoriy in Jesus'
namé — 1hc onlw name by which
we maw be saved )

Consider further: 'Kn John
17:11. Jesus ashed the Father to
“keep through Your name those

we trace inc history of the true
Church through the ages. what
name dy, we 1nd 1t using? “The
Chutih o ®od’ or the cyulvas
lent nuilic 1 Ry Native lanpudge
spokenr By members of the
Chureh at” any particular ume!
We do aot hind tHrough distory
the name “Church of Yuhneh™

or suine oiner Hebrew form Ei- |

ther 11 s awceplable 10 use the
pon Hcbsiw word (rad - or the
Father lailed to .Aﬂ)«‘tc’!: Jesus” reg
guest! | ) .
‘Moreover frem apostolic imes
10 vul dav  mumsiérs bl that one
truc € hureh prayving1h the name
of Jesus € hrist. have performed

" mighiy miracles of heal ing (Acts:

purpuse

3:6) There s power 1n the name
of Besus Hiis name 1s as sacred in

. one language as 1n ancther.

What's in 2 name?

What ‘does the word name re-
ally mean. .;m\\n.;\.’ :

In Bible usage. a” ‘name’ *signi-
fies much more than merely a set
of vocal sounds Names convey

“Abrahany. -
ple. mcans “father of many na-
tions = “Israel” mgans “prevailer’
with Gud.” And }ahweh means
“the Eiernal™

One s name’ summarizes one's
authority. power, repuiation and
characies
tiorfs that 1s

important, but the

meaning and powei behind the -

name _
God's name has profound sig-

-nificance. The Hebrew text of the

Oid Testament contains many di-
vine names {sem in Hebrew},

each descriptive of some aspect-of-

God's charact .. Among them is
El Shaddai. “al.vmghiy God,” as
in Gemesis 17:1, and Elohe-

It is not merely a cer- *
tain set o! sounds or vocal vibra-

meanmg They are given lor a. .
for exam-’

“ prosched for the namc of Christ
{Chkristos i the original Greek].

seba'o:
Ames 5:2
of thent is m?’“mte y more xmpo.“-
tant-than its mere “sound. n, Hc—
brew. God's character remains
the same — whatever the lan-
guage may be.

AMoreover, you need to under-
stand that Elchim (Godj is a
fanzily
15)' It has 2 plural ending —
allowsng for more than one mem-
ber in the one dinine Family. We
max aisd bear that name — the

“God of hdsts,” as, in

very name of (God! We may enter

the God Fanuly by & resurrec-
tion (Request ouwr free booklet
Jus: Whar Do You Mean —
Burn .=ag’um/ for dejasls.) « -

- - .

Performance, mot
proanunciatich

-

Salvalivn 1» not based on pro-
nunciatidn! Those whe would
worship the sound of a name —
treating 11 wilh superstibous and
mystical reverénce — make an
idol oul uf 10t sound Jhinking

they -have some gift of grealer ° -

knowledge. they actually miss the
whole pomnt and inient of the
Scriptures. and “engender need-
less strife and divigion ’

Remember the words of J&sus
in Matthew 7 21. “Not everyone
who savs 10 Me=Lord. Lord.
shall enter the .kingdom ‘of
heaven. bul he who does the will
of My Father in heaven.™ -

Performance. not- pronuncia-
tion. 1» of paramount 1mportance
to God We honor His name by
obeving Him. not by mouthing 2
certain svund

Do not be misled: by the nmvc
and musguided “scholarship™ of
those who would wake a- “show
of wisdom.”
not substantiated by the Word of
God. but are based on a mulu-
tude of woefully. misapplied
scriptures Speaking the names of

God in Hebrew s not a prerequi-

site for salvation

Take reassurance from’ the
statement of the apostle Peter,
who declared. “If you are ré-

. The meanipg of cach'

name (Ephesians 3:14-

Their teachings are-

blessed are you. for the Spirit of .

glory and of God rests upon you

(1 Peter 4: M) o
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n his first epistie to the
Christians at Corinth,
the apostle Paul listed
the ranks and positions of
authority that Jesus Thrist
established in His Chugch:
“And God has appointed

es, second prophets. third
teachers, after that miracles,
then gifts -of healings, helps,
v administrations, varieties of
tongyes’” (I Corinthians
12:28).
Paul went on lo expham ahat
- these posilions were not just “there
for the .asking. It is God who
decides who does what in His

\—\l‘hcse in the church: first ‘apos-
t

By John A Haltord

Church (verse 18). In arder to
avoid confusion (something God
never creates — | Corinthians
14:33}. not everybody could be an
apostle. or a prophet, or even a
tcacher (verse 29}).

Paul expiained that God would
not give just anyone the gift of
healing. or even the abiluty teo
speak in tongues {verse 30). (In-
cidentally, speaking in tongues

was not the confused babbling

that goes on today in some

, churches whose members claim
“to Uspeak n tongues.” ft was a

systematic.. orderly, God-given
ability 1o speak and interpret for-
eign languages - a uscful gift in
the polyglot society. of ‘ancient

lConn‘lh, But even so, God did not -~

want everyone doing it. For more
information. send for our free
bookiet The Jongues Question.)

But notice, Paul did not limit
all the- positions., For instance,
and perhaps sigmficantly, Paul

- did not say, “Arc all helps?™

"What is'a “help™? :

As you probably know, the
epistle Lo the Corninthians, like:
most of the New Testament, was
origmaﬂy written 1n Greek. The
word “helps” comes from ihe
Greek word anulepsu v,p&uch 153
very interesting.

The first part, anii, is a preﬁxg
we still use today, as 1n anziseptic, 3
aentaifcraft or 'anliclimax ity
means “against” or “opposite 10.” §
The last half of the werd, lepsis. § -

. myusae 18
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means “to seize™ or “to grip.” It
also has carried over into our lan-
guage in words like epileptit —a
person who suffers from violent
seizures.

" So Paul’ s \.\ord amh”ep.w‘s
means, !nieralh, an ““opposite
gripping.” What does that mean,
and why is it needed in God's
’ Church"

,Opposuo, grippers -

~ help them

EY
-

photograph, make.page laycuts,
print, package and in other ways
get the magazine prepared so that

- you can read it. Thank God for
. them — 1 hesitate go“think wkat

this article would look like if you
had to-read my typing.

The Worldwide Church of God
has hundreds of ordained minis-
ters. These men often have assis-
tants_employed specifically to
— driving, taking care

Suppose you saw me
struggling to move & heavy
. table. What would you do?
If you wanted to help, sou
would move to.the opposiiz |
side of ‘the table, grip 1t
firmly and lend your |3
strength to the task of mov- |
ing the table to where |

wanted it.

That is the essence of
“opposite gripping” — you
assist others in getting their |
tasks accomplished.

Doesn’t sound very grand.
does 117

Remember that a position’

of cffice work.
helping with coun-
seling and the
many other areas
in which a minister,
needs help. A min-
istesial  Chelp™ is
not The most glam-

Each person.
God has -

called has a
job! And the
opportunities .

"— any position that God gives
you or allows'you 1o have — is a
position of service. A title or rank
is never given just to glonfy the
individual. ft 15 a commission to
serve. An oppoasile gripper has a
special opponunu) to serve, for
he or she is cast in the role of
assistant.”

in our world today. many
people want to be assistants 1o
those in high office. The motive-is
often not to serve, but 1g get.
" ._Conseyuently, many Yincere
and well-intentioned m¢n and
women n positions of agthorny
have their ability to serve/greatly
‘reduced becawse they have
greedy -corrupt, selhsh assistanis.
These “helps’t want to share the

power, but not the goals of their

feaders .
It must not be this way in the
Work of God. There is much to

do, andwf it 15 to be done and’

done well, the leaders need 10 be
supported by those whe really
- want to help. Thankfuily. God
kas called the right pedple to pro-
vide that support.
For every name you may rec-

ognize in this magazine. there are

dozens who type. edit, proofread.
20 . The GOOD NEWS

to serve are there.
Look for them. Ask
God for them. Then go
‘1o work -and help.

oy A

Y

orous job. but it is honorable and
.important work — helping those
whom God 1s usmg to serve His

people .
You can be a heip

But leaders are not the gnly

ones who,need help. There is an
"aspect of helping that you might
not have thought of Everyome
Gud s calledghas a 50&) — He
f)as called no one just as a favor.
He has something for each person
te do!

Tt might not look that .way

* somgtimes Perhaps it is easy to

see how a handsome young col-
lege graduate or a clean-gut, pros-
perous. upper-middle- cﬂa.s; family
could hdve a part 1o play. But
what about older -people. handi-
capped people, those who do not
have much education or rgoney or
those who are in prison? How are
they useful? Lisien to Paul, stiil

.

talking to the Corinthiams: * But
now indeed there are many mem
bers, yet one bo‘d} And the eve
cannot say to the hand. 'l have no
need. of you': nor again the head
to the feet. 'l hz=e 1. aeed of
you.” No, muth. rather. those
members of the body which seem
10 be weaker are nécessary” {1
Corinthians 12:20-22). :

So every member is usefal —
everyone has an important part to
play.

Let's take. for cxamp]c the
proverhial little old widow:
Maybevou are an elderly woman,
in %hich case. no offense
intended, ma'am. bul you arcm’t
gomng 0 be much use 2oaching
the youth sports team Neverthe-
less, the Bible Shows that older
women do have defimite fune-
tions. Some specific examples are
offering instruction and ancour- .
agement to younger women and
sewing and providing for the
poor. And of course. you hawc_‘an
important responsibility 1o pray.

There is much that older
women ¢an do. There 15 also a lot

-they can’t do.

Their fromt la~n nepds mowy
:ng their plumbing may need

_repair and their roof may leak.
" They may

Have taken good care
of their 1939 car, and they
wouldn’t dream of-geiting & new
oné. Buit they may not have a clue
how it works, and they may not
remermber, wherf to have the oil
checked

- Enter thesocal opposite grip-
pers. They know what they must
‘do — they are experts in helping
otheis get thtir tasks done. They
mow the lawn, fix the roof, put oai
in the c&r noticing, also, .
whether the radiator water level
is low or a windshield wiper blade °

needs replacing .

Incidenially, sometimes oldsr
people are 100 proud to let others
help them hke this. They suffer
inconveniences, never. letling on
that the drains are blocked, the |
vefrigerator has' given up or that
_hey are Jusl plain lonely

That is a sclfish approach. Yes
— selfish. You should be willing
to let others serve you so that you
can fulli® your responsibility.
There is no shame in being
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Jelped so that you, in turn, can
lielp. But buck -to the opposite
grippers. They are not only
nocded to help those in high posi-
tions. Anytime they seize u
chance to help so that someone
olse can perform u funotion in the
Work. of God, they are fultilling
the function of anr!lcpsl.v

Amllipﬁln in mction

Lsaw a0’ beautiful ‘exnmple of
this in a congrogation In Germuny

durlug tho.singing of hymns, One
woiman was in a wheelchalr - - it

looked' us 1f she had somo degens
oratlve diseuse. Sho was trylug to

“ hold up'the hymiibook, but it wus

too heavy [or her wistod musclos.
LA young man knelt Geside her,
{;r’ippod the opposipe slile of her
book, und helped her -hold it up.

Thus he helped her o do' her

part, ,

Here's onemore, ckumplu‘ 10
help you ﬁ:f‘l\bldun' A longtime
membor MFu umgwgullun in'Cal-
ifornln was puralyzed by o stroke.

She had been mn active and con-
_eorned ‘momber. for years, and

took sertously her wnpunmbnllty‘,
. to pray about all aspects of God's

Work. She was the kind of person
who mude a dally impaet before
the thrane of God in heaven.
The stroke left” her blind and
unuble to move or talk, She
needed intensive care for several
vinouths. But she knew, and her
. friends knew, that she could still
be useful. They would talk to her
cuch day about thé needs of
ottiors, and with her Hmited abili-
1y to commupicute, she let them

4 .op

Jknow thot she understood,

She could still pray - - fervent-
ly, earnestly i her mind. She was
willing to be useful even though
she waw totally dependent on
others. Her fridwds knew her
prayers were needed and seized
the opportuiity to help her to ful-

- fill her part’ by doing what she
could not do. for herself.

Your opportunities to lwlp
might not be dramatic, but the

Ask God for

around for them,

thein, Then go to work. We ciin't -
. .ol be apostles, teacl

% oF minis-
Aers. But everybedy can be a

help.,

are_there, Look |

PERSONAL
(Continudd from page 2) '

serve them In many Important
ways. | am privileged o write
this dncredible vpon Nuws  for
porlaps more than two million of
you to roud,

Suy! Just_what do you mean,
MYy 0Xe¢ utive friend, that you are
“the most blene.d man on
curth™? ' .

‘Well,. after all - that's the
kind of "umn[mlllinn“ where |
can say I'm rejoluing in the

«ther ol our
~who in Christ has blcuwd us with

CpLESSINGS that God showers on

those wha obey and trust Him,

ull this reminds me of ‘the first

chuptor - of Ephesians, Moffatt
teanslation, T will huve this ended .
by reproducing some of that for
you —aund [ sincerely hope it
upplios 0 YOU, as it surely dnﬁn
to e, .

Horo It is!  °

“Blessed be the God and P
Lord. Jesus Christ

overy spiritual blessiug within the
heavenly sphierve! He chose us in
him ere the=world was founded,

4

To me, surrendering to God mumt GIVING UP
everything' | had valued as worth living for.
‘Perhaps, then, I never expected to really
ENJOY LIFE anymore, But, actually, THAT was
when truly ENJOYING LIFE first began!

© i

9

knowledge we suarp the rich
blessings of the benevoleant Gon!

I wish men of position, and
growing success {n the world,
could realize the REAL SOURLE of
true happinesy - of real, enjoy-

abunday 11viNng!

Yes, Nwish ari prorLe, every-
where, could really m/uy life as
mm.h us we do.

I'm glad this man is privileged
o enjouy life 'so abundantly, 1 re-
jolce that many others and their

_families ore_equally_blessed, 1'm
pruteful beyosd words ‘that
seores, hundreds and thousands

are now sharing in these sume

blossings, and ‘will really know
what 't talking sbout! )
Aund | rejolce in the sure
knuwlydgc thut, in the very im-
minent future, Jesus Christ is go-
Ang o retuin to this eurth Iy ull
thersupreme POWER dnd ULORY
of the grewt Goo, and literully
Jorce this whole world 1o sce the
ﬁmmuuﬂaﬁnml
to all we uu)uy now - and MORE!
Sure d'm happy - jusl brim-
ful und running over. with happi-
ness I've Yried to share o little of

it Wuh our ‘readers. bpeuking of

uble, Rl(l(,lmdllllﬂ.‘ huppy and,
|

" the he

_come

10 be consecrated . und unblcm
Ished In his sight, destinidg uw in
lové to be his sons through Jesus' -
Christ. ... So richly has God lave

* ighed upoi us his grace, granting

us complete insight and under-
stunding of the open secret of his
will ... May the God of our Lord

Hlesus Chirist, the glorious Father,

Tgrant you the Spirit of wisdom
und revelation for the knowledge

of himself, illuminating the eyes -

of your heart- so that you can
understand the hope to which He

hcritugc in the saints, and the
surpassing greatress of his power
over us believers - u power

. which operates with the strength
.of. the nmight which he exerted in
“ruising Christ from the deid und

svu:im&hlm bt hiy right hand in
‘enly sphere, above all the
ungelic Rulers, Authoritics, Pow-
ors, und Lords, sbove every
Name that is to be named not
only in this ugc bul in the age Yo

under his jeel and set him us
head over everything for the
church, the church which is his:
Body, filled by him who l‘illl the
universe entirely.” .

January 1988 21

e

__calls ux, the wenlth of his glorlouws
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Answers to many questions

I thank ali ol ‘you who publish The -
Pluin ‘Truth, I'he Good News and who
aro doing the Work of Jesus Chrlst,

I haed wany fulso ideus of what the
Miblo syidd, bul uftor tewtiing thut which 1
thought was trug by the Word ol Gad, |
was shockod. ¢ asting ull all 1 had
learned ovor 4 40- -yeur wpun is not an guny
thing to do, but it is belng done by the
gruce of God.

with e now ey tell me the swne gld
tired suff .F have il}unl in the puast
Whon | ask for proof from the Bibde, a0
that, 1 may lears the trath of #iud, the

wsellmi .
Muy God bless’ your rlfnm wnd help
you to rewch vthors sy you have hio.
Reudor
. Tuuwon, Ariz.
1 have been s subscriber o your, Pluin
Truth wnd Good News lor many yewrs. |
@it B0 yeaes old and quite active in ny
church. Your articles and reloronces 1o
the Bible have givon e muny snsweis W0
"y many questions. . .

Vo My, pastons upd meimbers ‘ol out lﬂbln
clusses aro wpared af how well 1scom to
be intormed, unill 1 el them | huve
foumd-the answers in your wugazies wnd
specinl tooklets. | have a goud reason ti
believe thut they have becwme sub.
sribers, dlso. | hope they gcl wy much
enlightenment and plessuto s | o

Alice Lindengrass
Mourrisville, Pa.

Thunk you so much for all ul‘ the
wonderful, informative books and papers
that you Nuve scift us, ot to mention
‘The Pluin Truth and The Guod News;

stiil learning abusut the trie Church and
huve nat been baptized yer - we wobld
like to send our tithes to you. We know

you. We know you wiil muke gow.l use of
i .
Readers
A Kpnnapolis, N.C,

- of The ood News who muke it possible
for those of Os who wunt the mest of
(md‘ Wurd whhh} reach.

The Good News I like a dictionary to

us {o understand word ysage, events,
hnppcnlngu “and nmplrcd dmmnc con-

My wife and family are really upsot

subject is oither changed or drupped ul-

~ihigy have ixew very Ielplult As we wre

it's not « lot, but we hope it will help -

1 thank' God for you and all the statf )

the Bible. That s, The Good News helps -

M"ﬁd in the lm'lf W‘{h.'\\llﬂll\ wunl!l we  uur-spiitnal nourishient us well v our ¢

can understand. For ffie, (nmd Newy physical humunnu and well-being, .

v o nmjor key in gmﬂiei My igeati 7 Our hat is off o Varl 11, Wiiilaml

Word of God. (YN ("Sweeten  Yyur Muyriage”) wind g al-

¥ I}A\*itl 13 illlt ways to Cluyion 1), Sieep ("Make Your
Uvegdynl Putk, Kan: Prayers Connt!”). Gl s truly using

these hien mightily in winting timely,

" Children excited sbout, "ll’l" - necesugry, benkficisl, growth prowetivg

Thank you, Frank W. N&w. fut Iha artivles. The ongoing martinge witicles .
uplifting and indpirig withcle'in the Sep'  that have beon in wevetal ivues by Mr.
tenibor Gond News . Alter rrmhnq “The  Willimms shuuld be mn}nml vealing fu,
Worldh Pamivirow I8 for Yuugng Penple,” | everyune. '
1 whuige’t fuit 0 share it with’ mk , Mi. and Mrss Mibton Flustem
duuuhlrl (age B) mnd suon (uyeY). ' Altudona, Cuiif

Seeiug our childion's inwe@used acite 4
wient amd anterest i, thml-!mmr (o
pelled amie o wite. and mucﬁn my dn!p
thunks for tettmg Cod use you.. We jiray
thut Julie and Caled wilk Chiukse “ubedi-
enve o God und, aluig with tany othey
young people, Choose the wmmliﬂul

« world that lqu shesd!

. 1]

Watis caunut expaess the it the
wtticie “Mabe Your Posyers Count!™ had
o g, What m‘ nmghl! What uss weied:
“ibly pwer tul Gl weheve. one who
catt haidle uwu»imm\hxwrm without

abusg o wiisdve, o wlm waity W hear
fivin us darly, ol who desies the very
“beat lor us., With puch o temenduusly.
poweriul, ving G Wiitching over us,
we should lt bave @ worty in the world,
‘Thile should never bob G when we

_ think it in hppossibld o olxy Giod, I is
‘always pllulblc o gbey. Him.

Trenn de N

Kitchener, l)m

Caral ) mod;e
Mly,lteld Ky."

Thanks for srlicles
My husband “rewd, in the. August,
1985, Good News, “Sweeten Your Mar-
Cphage Wl the Fruits of the. Spirit.”
e w o unged person, willing W sdwit KA
ho wa idsrlcd 1o himsell for. 21 years, - : y
but sty now on liviig ek iarringe John AL Hatloid's artigle s Tap the
with the {tuits of the Spirit and me his.  Power of tie Universe!™ (August), drove
wifc He says that feels good. lle wm e to write wnd Cprtulute vou It wh
o w love. superbly written, carries weight, mukes
Thanks  this article dewve; 4 ape- mign shrink 10 less thun luu[nnu und- b
cial awurd, God in love, luvq 1! cnergy  the sunic tunc Dills by, uwe, lear
sid cncrgy s power. Your ar»ﬂe hul and respect-for the great Uut‘ s olTice,
puwu tv change hwi. . guvernment, l;uwu und, nune
)teltlei . C Radehtt A D, Mongbeh-
Breaun Bridye, La. . . Monrovia, liburin

MOISTEN AND SEAL

_ .

' wondering how many people who M. fllullurd thunk you very mus.ll fpr
are gt mutried didn't bother o read  your. free phygset lesson in the August
“Sweeten Your- Marriage:” Hveryvnc~ twis it heavyweight.
should read it' [ containg vﬂluql fe infore 1 plwuy@shunned physios as it seemed
tmation fur other buman relutiotiships wd  awlullyfhard. However, | must suy thit
well. For example, selfishness is the No, o+ after feading your agticle sbout half o
1 Yestroyer of all-huppy hunmn.telation- - dozenviimes | l'mullr;/wun able to under-
ships Under each fruit of the Spirlt are | i j
listed things we can do (u u\pmve
Aricndships as well as mumugus Hope-
“fully those with mates in the- Church will
reap the sweetest fruits in their mar-
rigges. The rest of us huve the opportu-
nity 1o reap that sweet fruit in’ friend-
ships and fumily relations.

Junet Fuyrnsworth -

DETACH HERE &

stind the pmN(ﬂ or basics of the
atomic bomb, Mofe importantly, I now .
huve o better understungding of the awe-
some power of God. »”
Iluw scientists can make thelr students
7 themselves belleve in evolution is
beymnd my . comprehension, especially
when they themselves teach that matter
comes from matter, | thank God that X

feohthit-ifone—sonse—of lemd*—~~~————~—f——————7Wl;wlmwerk~—dant have—the “intelligence” of a scien— &

" tist, but an open, humble mind w believe
Thanks so much for the Augusl issue i our Crentor God.
of The Goud "News. As olways, it is :

. jam-packéd with good spiritugl food for

Maria Cannizzaro
Montteal, Que.
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MIqu’l“l IDY

‘What Is a

Real Chrlstlan'v)

SN —_ — e

What is u Vull ¢ luisliun? Could you give the
Bible definition?
 Jesuy described the very basis of real ¢ hiris-
tianity Jin what iy commonly called the Sgrmon
Lon the Mount. I'e pointed out certuin ¢harde
u-mlm that would clearly identify His true?
thllowers, Before we pick up the story in
Matthew § and focus on several of thise Chris.
tinn charactoristics in this briel study, you
should first read all of Matthew 5, 6. und 7.
Then be sure to look up and roag, every verse

. given in answer to the-following questions.

1. Whal dig Jesus 'say about the “poor in
gpirig"™? Mﬂ'lll!uw 3:3. (The ‘exprossion “king-
lluln cof heaven” is more correctly ! rendered.

kmgdmn of God.") Did He mean they would
be lacking the Spirit of God?” Romans 89,
Luke 11:13.

No, Jesus was not suggesting lhcy would luck
Liod's Spirit. Rather, He went on 1o show that
those who are truly humble, who are not filled
with feelings of pride und’ superiority - who
estedm dthery better than themselves (Philippi-
s 2:3) will be bleswed buuuzw they wnll bie
in God's 1\mgdom o Co

“ 2. Whatwill the meck inherit in addition to
béing born into God’s Kingdom? Matthew §.5. . .
-Was Jesus meck? Matthew 11:29. Wil a Chris-
tan exhibit this characteristic in the way he
conducts his ‘.Ny lite? "Lphesiany &:1-2,

There is a difference between buug meek
“and being weak-Jesus was meek, bul ol weak!
He endured phuse.and injury with paticnce and
witwout reseiffinent. A teek person will not try
to-instily himgelf wheh he iy wrong. Neither
Cdos he Teel superior to others. He will not try
o get even with others, seeking revenge.

3. What will a true follower of Jesus Christ

o real Christian - be “hungering and thirst-
ing” lor? Mdithew 3 6. What s the Bible defi
nition ol righteousness? Psalim. 119:172.

To “hupger-and thirst” for nighl\auumuu is 10
be deeply motivated 10 pbey God -+ tokeep His
laws, which e gave us in loving concern for

, they've becn» wrong, admitting thelr wrong be-
liefs, their mistakes and their uhm “Study. to
shew thysell appgoved unta God,” ‘{rulu Paul to’
Timothy (I Timothy 2:15, Authorizegl Vgr-
sion).  “Prove=al] things,” ;;gugl‘uul 10 -
Thessulonjans (I 'Thessalomians $:21, AV).!
#ar "Who did Buul say are justified before Csoli

the hearers or the doers of God's fuw?

ARomans 2: 1 3. Did Pl nmku it_plain that eveh
though o ¢ ln}mhm receives uuﬁ"ﬂnud pardan
of hiser her sins by the grace of God through
fuith in Christ's ﬁuulmu..ul hll tani iy nevet-
JAhelpss Feguired to ku.p G y Jiw? Read Kn«
wans 331 and all of chapier b'

B. Why du‘ Jebus sayswill enter the l\ulgtlun’fq
yf God MaithéW 7: 21, What didr Paul plainly
Buy WS st lnlwnum for a ¢ huuuun ta be

Cdoing? 1 Corinthians - ({ .

Nutice !hu; in order 10 ®mer God's Kingdom
there is d(wng required - hot just plolessing
that Christ is our Savior! God is also very ueh
~oncerned ubout our spiritual “*works™ after we

" become ¢ lnmmm He mukes it plain that we.
cannot cater’ the Ki{pgdom of (lud by b lklll]!, :
Christ ha§ “done i ﬁl for us.’

6. Linless one has the love ul Cod, cait ht,
really be a Christian? | €, unulhmfra 13;1-8, }3
ﬁ" ure we il woluck the love ol God? Verse

LT WL (ll)db lovg, which ile’ nnpuru
through His Spirit (Galatians $:22), léad one to
[ keep the Fen Conunandiments”  Rowmuny [RB:E
0. o what wiy did God 1us|mc John to con-
firm Paul’s statement, showing. 4s what' God's'
love rwlly 8?7 1 John 5:2-3. How is God's love™

perfected in a ¢ hrillun! I John 2:8.

8. Is a real Chiistion one why strwcs o
follow Christ by inlitating His exmmple” and
wulking with Him? T Peter 2:31, 1 John 2:b.

9. Whu 1 one of the first people récorded to
have “walked” with God?, Genesis 5:22-24.
What clse are we told about Enoch? Hebrews -
11:5, last part. Will e be resurrected to eterial
e at\Chpiste-ggcond Coming? Hebrews . -

our own good. Those who are (rnly hungering
and thirsting fof righteousnesy will be studying
tiod's Word for trae understanding. They will
be willing to change when and where they sge

IT:13, 39-40, T Thessalonians 4;14-16,
10. What other great patriarch walked with
Guod,"bothi before and after the Flood? Génesiy

6:9. Did Noah find gruce in God's sight? Vt,rtn,
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8. Wu'b,he clelirly o fxmh}ul und n‘gh’é;u'n mun-' " the world."God's pcoplo Hhould be cxhlﬁg \ )
who_pleased God? Hebrewd 11:7. © | ahe fruit, or ‘charpéteristics, of (md‘:, Holy
11. What was God's command Yo Abruhum! ‘| $pirit in their duily lives (Galatians $:22-23).
Ciencsip 17:1-5.Why could it be said thut he & They should be rguching out with fnuldhnus
did-indeed walk with God? (renuus 265 He- | ‘and with a helping umkmwurd their heighbors
brews 111810, -~ and lhmqulh some in confact with every day.
12. WJN Ahmhmn (;ud's lru:nd? I hnmn» People not’ yet called of od will (ru,clvc u .
cles P07, tsninh 41:8, Jumnes 2;23. How cun’ we s witnegs s they sec'n purlmn of the :m:\; und

* becopwe Christ's friends? Johh' 45:14-15, charac¥ér of God in action through the exmple
13. Did God specilicall wmnmnq His' set by individual Christians,: b '
Church in the wilderness - ~Mis ghoden wation’ 18. What steps has o resd Cheistian already
. of Isruel (Acts 7:38) - - towalk in His ways taken o, be )u.,ogmiud by God adone of Hisa
that is, to keep Hig luws? l)uuluuuumy 5:32- | - children? Acts™:38. What hus Goyl bespowed 4
33, 86, 10:12-13, 11:22. : < upon him as a frie and uneagned e{aﬁuth
14. Did God promise to walk with’ lhcm if. of his obedience? Sume verse and Adls *5:32
they would walk with Flim? Levitucus 12. A real Christian has been conquefed by God,
uu} e préutly biess !hun i the wulkqd His ' carnal, vunl.ngonmu altitude toward -God-
with Him? Verses 411, (Ratmans #8:7-8) s broken. He ‘has come to
18. Bul it God's prople- hose 1o wulk cbn- .| realize he has sinned against (Jug/huvmg bn‘
Awary 1o Him - refused fo.gbey Him - what ken God's holy law (1 John 3:4). Therefore he |
\thd*-(md Ky mld happen (o them? Leviticus, has cried out to God and asked Hig forgiveness
20; \4 19, noticing especially) verses 14, 23 24 . | of those sins throdgh the sacrifice of Christ, and
27.28. . “for n fifting of the deuth pcn.;l;y. which every
To “walk with God™ clearly means 1o koep sin in€ufs (Romans @233, Then he has obeyed |
His commandmenww and lhws, dnd 0 do those the command g be baprized, mdmumg to.God
thingsfthat afy pleasidy jn His sight: 1t is.the | his deep desite to live by every word of God for
“only why tg be a wul Christion! . the remainiier of his lifg.
46, What will u real Chrivtian's attitude ‘be ‘Becuuse of his repentance, baptisn) and the
4 toward the sining society uround. him? 1 John luying on of hun(}s of one of £iod's ministers, he
21817, 1 I’ng 4:1-4, Revelatioh 18:4° What ¢ has been given “the Spirit of the Father. and
will he be striving to live by? Matthew 4:4. |  bectne a Spjrit-begotien chfld of God. It ¥
A real Christign will no longer be able to then that hee becomes a real Clatstian! o
follow all thé. cultohs and practices "of the | 19. Can one be w redl” Christivn withoul
‘sbcicly afaund. Where he' or she formerly™ | having the Spirit*of CGod™ Rompns 8:9-10.
~Atwent alonfy with the Jcrowd,™ thuughllessly 20. What does God cull the person who
participating i various social activities and claims 10 “khow"«Christ, but refuses to walk in
business practicds of the world, he or she will “Hig ways - refuses, to keep Hist command-
now begin to question his or herglife-style. ments? | John 2:4. W'hul will the oné who says
A read Christish will bcgmMg “What is heAis a Christian be doing? Verses 3, 5-6.
God's will? How does God &uyll should live?” ) " A real Christian has sincerely repented of hig
~and will begin saying, with Christ, “Neverthes ns and is striving, with the power of God’s
less, not s | will, but as You Will” (Mdnhew 'ﬁ-loly Spirit, to live by his Savios's teachings.
26:39). And areal Christiun will_begi dilis ) He is secking, in_every aspect of; his life, 1o do
gently search the Word ol Oud t cdrn/Hls | God's will-as it is revealed in the Bible. And he
~ will, and follow it. 18 receiving the happiness gnd blessings that
of rse, God's ) éple mu«)l live in this come from ‘Obeying God!: ﬁ s
world (John 17:15- lﬁ) And while. striving to < : R
fully obey God, not being u)nﬂmm.d to this e ~ ENROLL IN FREE
» world's -ways ‘(Romdns 12:1-2). they should, T e e wiae. BIBLE COURSE
Styive to “live peaceably with all men” (verse ) ) Bille ) o
4'{) And if @ Christian has o disagree because’ ISR ol I.:T u};::‘r;u:‘ngy ;ms::mlc
“of a biblical teaching, he or she does so without of the study method used
being disagreegble or sell-righteous aboui it. = | #"* in esch monthly lesson
17. What further responsibidity do Christians~ | | A el e Bible/’
have tow the world? Matthew 5:14-16. 1 Y E  Correspondence Course.
Whilé—not-of -the—-world"in-the-derise-that L b ©__You can cnroll i this fres
Christ meant in John 17:16, those men-and | ]*" o ok by writig o e
women of God who have the ley Spirit and a o you. Se¢ inside [ront coyer
. knowledge of God's truth and abundant way of } | © e o © for sddresses.,
life thL 8 rcsponmbxlny to be bnght lights in, . S T

T




Plant' opd Seeds'\

O Aryonc who has farfied

A

or ryuised a garden
knows the thrill that comgs
fromoﬂl.mting.secd& watchs
ing them ‘germinate, c.urmk
for the plants and then en-
joyiag the ta coduce or
beautiful flowers.

. o . Y |
- There .lrc) other ways
- WHYS We nmy not re-

alize ‘— in which we
_plam seeds that also
bear fruit. .

Ohr:woédi have Impact

Matthew |3 shows Sa-
tun to be a sower of seeds

\ns “well. He sows worthlesg tares

in the grainfield where God has
sown good seed (Matlhew IJ 24-
30, 36-43).

? Eor the most. part, Satan does
“his sdwing by broadcasting nega-
tive: thoughts afid attitudes

duswixgcmpm or trials, During|-
these ‘spiritual battles, it's eusy 10

slip .md say. the wrong an

around others.

Our words * - even ofl'hund re-
misrks - can have a gredter im-
pact than we realize. Maybe our
&utcmcms hit other people when

ey are weak Their minds are
fertile for the seeds to sproul and

grow.

Human nalurc being what

it iy (Jeremiah 17:9), there Iy

L certain amount of vain sate
isfaction ip sharing tidbits of
~information with others —
cven derogatdry remarks
about friends,. relatives, fel.

i low employees - pcrhupn .

even God'
Chyrch. "Huvc

you heard?" “Did .

you now?'’
MGudds what hap-
peped?’ What
might convérsatons
such as these do to
the ‘dedication or
spl/yluﬂl strength
nother?
Are you often in-

a pessimnistic frame’
——— ——t—of niind,spewing—conversali

negative comments 1o everyoné to
whom you talk? Perhaps you
dordt mean for your remarks to

be taken serjously. Maybe you:

think about “Conversutions later
and repent -of what you said.
" But

through the air. But sorhetimgs, o thoughts you have planted in un-

he uses human' helpers: By mov-
ing someone to make a negative
‘statement around  others,” Satan

~ can plant a thought that tan grow

vounlil i chokes

uon ssplmuul prowth.;

Every orie of God’s people has
‘had to fight bad attitudes and
rcsns} negauvc feelmgs at times of

-other person’s mind. Such state-
ments can dcstruy optimism and
peace of mind in others.

such commurlication riever xakci
‘place. Y
Jubt as sowmg bad seeds i:an

that doesn’t erase “the.

o
Christ said, “Woe t0-thal man - power of the
whom—thceeﬁense*eemé&’&wwhwbvcﬁ
(Matthew [8:7). It is better that

- yield bd
righg ki
good fruit
The-upostle Paul tells us' we
should “(.omfort cuch other and
edifyane anothér” (1) Thessdloni-
ans 5i11). To edify means to
build\ up. Much b\:{%dmg up und

of sced can produce

encouYaging can tukl phike in our
converyations with Meach other.
*"Some people are just a joy to be
arfound. They exude hope, faith

fruit, so planting the

“and optimism and you feel ups.. s,

lifted ufter boing around them.
Are yqu’'ahis kind of person?

“Heaviness NCH{e heart of man
maketh it stoopy byt & good word
« maketh if glad” Mroverbs 12:25,

b

Authorized Version); Such a pos- « -
" itive - attitude plants géod seced -

among others. “Let no corrupt
communication procegd out of

,your mouth, but what is’ good for
necessary edification; that it may. -
impart grace to the hearers”

(Ephesmns 4;29).
Speak positively |

A

We «all cyn become sowers of

seed by Iettmg God's Spirit,

good
\Whh all i ;ojlve Jruns {Gala-

tiuns 5:22-23), guide us in all our
your convebsations with others
-and help yobd be more aware of
how what you say affects others.”

A person aurc.ly increases his

5 Ask God to-bless—— |

future reward in God's Kingdorn -
when he sows good seed. armong -

others, “helping them -aldng. to-

- wards their goal of eternal lifc.

. What a pawerful and lasting of-. o

fcct Qur-comments 1o others can
“have! “Death’ and - life are in. thc)
Jongue, .4nd: those
ﬂkufﬂﬂutt”
(Proverbs 18:21), ° :

Our words - produce cither
“death ‘or life! thch w:ll‘lt
be? o ‘

o
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hrist has ree-
deemed. us from
S the curse of the.
law. Therefore. we don't
have - 10" keep the luw -
Christ, kept-it for us,’ S
Or’*so Boes a famxlmr — but
erroncous — arglment!

, This false argument takes the

* form of many Sunday sermons
_+that, unfortunately, lead many

o e

prof cﬁwehfmmnrww—ﬁmu

eceived mlu thinking

" Ged's law is a cfirse and that you are
irsed if you keep the Paw. Read in your b
Btble what the curse afthe law really is.

ByQVincs S;;ymkowuek’ i
. 7/ K

s
3

lh\n

!\ . ) )
, \"

. . . 3

u ; . N

kriows that \,how who keep 05&
spiritual law ‘will be richl

blessed, and that breaking the law
“brings -a_curse upon mankind.
JThus the archdeceivar of this
‘world (Revelation |2:9Y inspites

‘deceived ministers (11 gorin-,
. thians 11:13-15) to pre he .
diabolgal lie that keeping

erse _does not say,we

dor't have to"Keep God's spirit
law. The same Paul. who. wrot

. ﬂ.m? Sin is the trunsgrmmonw

. disobeying, of God' law X1 John
3:4)! Now back tosGalutians 3:13.
"Christ became a .curse for-ul, in
that He uuu,pu.d the.cumse of d‘s-
«obedient munklad, upon His’
-shoulders.”
n Old lc,a.lumt.m times, siny,
nery were put to death ‘and some= ~
times“hung on a'tiee in full view
of the peopie as o Llestintony that
sin brings (i death penalty, .
(Dw.uu.momy 21:22-23).,By ul-
lawipg sinful mankind to crucify -
Him, the sinless Jesus Christ has -+
sredeciied us froim the,curse
(death penalty) of the law, As the

Jatter part of Galatians  3:13
%dlwb. *Cursed 15 cvuryunt, who

q4ngs on a trge.”
ku.pmg God's law bgmg& preat
®and Satan does ,not
nkmd to be plessed: That

bh.aau
yvunt iy
¥ he has deceived mankind

“into thinking that . ¢fod’s law, °
bemg a cyrse, wis done away.

nd think for momem
Whut cyrse befally’ mnnkmd for .
obcymg qhe Ninth Commdnd~

ment, thé Mne against bearmp,

false witriess (Exodus 20:16)7 A
‘pexsan- who s, not lie will have,
a ¢ science. He will not

have to fear being caught iira web
of lies and being .puhlshed or
" humiliated in front of others. He
will actually be a blessing o other:’
“people because they will be able
“to tryst in his word. .
What about an, ‘individual” w
never steals (verse 15)? Here\
¥ person who pays his taxes honu,t
_y')and becomes, in a- sense, a

o;

the truth (Jerefiah 50:6). » ,

Mc the kcy Bible
“passage daround which “the whole
- question revolves, and ,seg just’.

* what Paul meanty

What the Biblé doesn’t iiy

.+ The main verse in controvegsy
is Galatians 3:13: “Christ .has
_redeemed us .fromi the curse of

_ the law_ who sh

Galatians afso,wrote, “The Taw is
foly, and the comm;ndm%q}tm]y
and just and good” .(Romans -
7:12). Paul also said that it is not
the hearers of the law who are
just before God, but the doers of,
e ju’stiﬁed '
(Romana 2:13)

What, thcn, is the curse of the .

law" b ‘
[

Tho penaity tor dllobudlond.
Slmply stated, the curse of the

v

.blessxng Ao the: govurn{m.nt o
-because he willingly submits’ Lo
its laws. His clear "conscience
enables -him to be at peace with®
himself because he is fair and just =
in all of his dedlings: ' '
Those who 6bey the command- . .
ment -fhat states “You shall not

. commit adultery” (verse [4) reap-

many bcngﬂtb A couple's. mar- . -
- *riage Will'be. preserved . and - they L
will. grow ‘closet together in |
mutual trust, love. and -admira- . -

. the law, having be e a curse
for us” . * - c% -
First, 1et s  notice TWhdt thu_ )

* verse does nos. say vy
1 It does not say that 1(‘ ycu?
~ kecp the faw you will be under
~some terrible curse. ‘ Just} the -
oppomte is ‘true. Satan himself *
N
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~ death.”

lpw is the death pendlty for dis-

obcdxehce Romiahs 16:23 clearly Ny

*For the wages of, sin is

- James 1:15 says,
““Sin; . whh it is full-grown, .
brlng; mrth death.” And what is

states,

tion. The attraction that first
‘characterized their relationship
“will deepen as the years pass. The
" romantic experience will be richly
rewardipg — so unlikefthe false




s

Y

¢

" many today. The childrg

< God Himself.

} born to
a couplé who believe
this Seventh Commandment- will
be blessed with a stablhty and

nd obey

happmcss that is rare jn the J0th

tentury. : L

Blesgings produced

Keeping all of\God’s laws
brings to man the richgst of bless-
ings. . Speaking  of God’s com-
mandments, David said: “More 10

be desired are they than gold-

- apd in keeping then? there is
grcal reward” (Psalm 19: IO—H)
G4d said of His people, *Oh,
that thty had such a heart in

them that they would fear Me

and always keep all My com-
mapdments, that it might be well
i}; them and-with their children

fofever” (Deuteronomy, 5:29).

Keeping God’s laws brings -

~,p| rjtual biessings, as well. When

e¥show our wzllmgness to obey
Gud He blesses 'us”with more
understanding of His plan: “A

‘ho do His c,ornmdndmcnls'
(Psaim 111:10).

Ultimately, for those who
accept the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ 'as payment for their sips
and conlinue_ in an obedient atti-
tud®t, God will give them eternal
-~ life - ft-is not that lawkeeping
earns salvation. on the cdntrary,
eternal life is 4 gift from God
(Romans 6:23). But God will not
saye one who is in rebellion
against His commandgents
""Matthew 19:17).

4+ No. God's law has not been

. good understanding have all those

done away. God’s spiritual-law;—

summanzcd by the ¥en Com-
mandments, is .as permahem as
Those command-
ments, with.all God’s other laws,

reflect God's very character. A

" mfajor part of our becoming rmere
like 'God is our willingness to

keep and live by His holy, righ-

teous. perfect law!

Our free booklet The Q‘en

- Commandments takes 4n in-

- depth look at God’s basic laws
———and—shows how—yeu—ean—apply—

-them in your own life and redp
the benefits” For a copy, just mail

A 8

the reguest envelope in this issie

or, write 1o our- address nearest
you. ©
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(Conunued from page 15) )

“early. Respect for work and am-

‘from an
children re-

bition can ‘be taught
early age by giving

sponsibility for simple chores

around the house. . -

A 3-year-old can be taught to
help Mom keep his room tidy,
empty the small wastepaper- bin -

“and help Dad clean the car. At

first this ingffoction nfay create
even more work fpr the watchful
parcnts, but these habity can only |
be taught by parents who are pre-
pared to work ‘'with their children.
Obvnoux!y as a chijd gets older,
his-Or her reliability and sense q£
responstbility increases to where
he or she can Ldl"l"y out work
without _supervision.

Teach them néw skills -

One of the most effective ways -
of teaching self-disciplin
help children develop new \gkills.
Musical instruments,

fewarding. Parents should, of

ly. Porung a child into an

- a nvn) for which he or :\ﬂe has

lhdn good.
0 become prohucm in music *
or \sports, .a Chlld must spend

teaches self- dlscxphne
hobby such a% sewing, cook-

help a girl develop skills for later
} Also it teaches ‘her the

valu blc of - snckmg withe
somefthi I it is finished,

xy can learn thc
fundamentals carpentry by

building models or. toys. H‘avmg
his own veg ¢ patch -ma
spark |nterest in ¢chengce or agri-
culture.* Learning to repair his
own bicycle would help develop

—any aptitude-toward-mechanies. —-

All of these activities car® be
fun and challenging for children

in helping them develop sel -dis*
cipline. The important thing is

for the parents -to be inv

“oped any talents and

is to, "

Aavallable for ‘youths.
—+n& floral—art or gardening -can  —do—get jobs, Tmany arc unable to

, 80 2

the child can learn the right les-
sons “as obstacles arise. For a

~'child to learn to apply- himself,
‘pargnts must be rmvolved in all

their activities.

-~

Help them build confldencd

Low self-esteem is one of the
most destructive elements'in the
lives of ddnlesu:nls today. Be-
causc théy have not lcarned to
achieve, tHey have no identity of
their own, so they,/turn to peers
for strength. But {
have no more pdsitiveé values of
-skills than they ghemselves do,
and Thassmany

is~difficult for am underachiever
to develop a'sense of worth.

The fact that a child has not
learned any work habifs or. devel-
as no self-
discipline contributes Lo Juvcmle
delinqliency. On the other 'Hand,
developing skills, talents and per-
sonal confidence in children dra-

.. matically decreases the. polcrmal

for delinquency. - q

Inutruc! now

nght instruction .today beats
experience tomorrow. Life's .
harshest teachiey is the hard
knocks of experience. -Of course,
our children must learn m.«my les-

sons for themselves, but? parents

can lessen thc/bq;dcn

A curse of our society, where
unemploymenl is a major prob-
lem, is the lack of job, experignce
When they,,

hold them because they cannot
apply themsclves. N
Proverbs 21.25 telis us that the,

desire ©f the ‘slothful kills him.

.That’s right. But a siothful atti-

tude is ‘developed over the years.
If parents recognized théir chil-
dren’s need for instruction, young ™
pcople would need not suffer-the
traumas ;many do, both while
they are children and later.
Self-discipline and character'in ~

~our children-form building blacks

for tomorrow. Follow the instruc-

"tnon God, gave to parents in .
"Deuteronomy 6:7, and equip your -

children-adequately for their en-’
‘trance ifto adulthood! ©.
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he peers often’

db"nol have the” . )
chance to reahze their full poten-. co
tial in life From the beginning, it - -
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Have You

cally Repente d?

y basketball soach
was astounded! A

'blﬁyer from our team had
-stolen the ball, but in his
vexcitement he was headed
toward our own basket!

" ¥You're going the wrong di-
rection!” the coachy shouted.
“Stop! Turn around! Go the

other way!” he screamed.

But to no avail. The player
didn't listen. He scored a goal —
for. the wrong team! \

Just. as this player was teid to
stop and turn around, God has
told humais to slop and turn
around spiritually, in the Bible
doctrine of repentance.

But few undepstahd what real
repentance is. What a pity. Those
who do not understand are
doomed to-continue in the wrong
direction * spiritually, and to.ig-
,nore Gad's plain comnfands that
" we should- repent (Mark l 14- 15,
. Acts 2:38, 3:19).

Such ignorance need not

_plague those willing to learn,

“however. .

The basic doctrine

To repent means to change
from living our way to living
God's way. Repentance comes
when we see our sins, are deeply
remorseful of them, stop sinning,
resolve to obey God and., with

His help, actually do obey H:m '

The usual teachings e
~of this world

-Most people hold impres.smrns..l_n' |
about this subject that are far.:

afield from the simple Bible

truth. Some see no-need for re-, -

. pentance because they feel they
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‘have not smncd Others.-do not
repent because they think all one
must do is believe or accept the
truth gcademically. Others con-
fuse real repentance with tempo-
rary sorrow, remorse or simple
emotion- unaccompanied by any
permanent change.

Clearly, such. false beliefs can- .

not fulfill God's command. ,

The Bible teaching
The Enghisl, word repgnt is, of

course, merely a translation front.

the original biblical languages of
Hebrew and- Greek. The words
from which ®
mean to turn — change direc-
tion. Such a chafige in direction .
requlrc’s png 1o first sce that he is

gomg the wrong direction, stop
. going thé wrong way and finally
to resolve-to go God's way and-

obey God. with God's help. .

/ But a person cannot even see ’

that he or she is going the wrong
direction until God' opens the
person’s mind 1o see it.

his truth — that one canpot’

truly repent untd God grants re-
. pentance — so strongly flies in
the face of the lcaLMngs of ‘this
world that ‘many ‘simply cannot

accepf it. Nunclhclcss the Bible

.did when He
. Gentiles repentance to- [eternal)

repc‘hp is'trapslated

clearly statcs that it is not o :
own - will,” but the “‘goodness’ f !

God™ that “leads” us to repen-
tance (Romans 2:4). The Bible
further states that repentance -is
something God must grant, as He
“granted to the

life” (Acts 11:18).
Timothy 2:25. )
God offers to grant one repen-
tance when He calls a person to.
His truth,.and we cannot be
called to the truth unless God —
" by His and not our. own initiative -

— decides to call us (John 6:44).

'If you are reading -this, under-
standmg it .and _being convicted .
by it, then. God 1s calling you and
leading you to repentance, if you
will follew His lead. -

When God calls a person and
beging to iegd that ;person to re-
pentahce. He does so by showing
the sperson that he or she has
becn hﬁng wrong — that is, by .
shewmg the pcrson his or her
sins. And since “sin‘is the trans-
gression of the law™ (1 John 3:4,
_Authorized Version), God shows
the sins by opening-one’s. s[nmd to
understand God's law, which de- .
" fines His way, of truth

See also 11

One who really underénand& K

God’s law sees that he has not
been living in accord with it, thar .
he has been sinning and needs to-
_repent — change, .

& OF course, all nécd 1o rcpent .
for as Paul says in Remans 5:12,-

. *“Ali haye'sinned” (AV). And the

“apostle Jqhn declares plainly that
*If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ~Durselvcswand the .
“truth js not in us” (1 John 1:8).
This presence of sin.in us de-

. mands repentance, for ‘God does

not promise to forgive our sins

S
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unless ‘we repent and are bap-
“tized, and the wages (result) of
unforglvcr sin.is death (Romans
6:23)! See also Luke 3:9. Clearly,
repentdnce is not.a maucr to be
lakenfhghtly

Nonetheless, many,.do not sec
the need to repent because, like
the self-righteous Pharisees, they
do not see their sins (Mark 2:16+
17). When one truly sees his.sins

shall enter the kingdom of

heaven, but hg who does the will

of My Father, in hcavcn

(Matthew 7:21).
Repentance is not rmerely emo—

tional’ sorrow, and neither is it -
penance. Penance 1s an act.or acts -
degsigned 1o try 10 pay the penalty.

of sin for oneself~such.’as. by do-

ing some good work of charity.

A]though good works are neces-

in sharp focus, he will be deeply _sary in a Chrisuan’s lifé, they do

_broken up about them. Hence,

" repentance is accompanied by se-

rious emotion and sorrow.
Certainly King David was

> deeply remorseful at his sin with

Bathsheba, and his.state of mind
is refiected in his psalng and
prayer of repentance (Psalnk 51). 7
Othcr -examples like that of lob
(Joh 42:5-6) could be cited.

Yet it must,be stressed that
although eniotion usually accom-
panies repentance, -bare emotion

" or sorrow unaccompanigd b true
. change is..noy repentance!
‘Indeed, Paul addresses this{fs-
* sue squarely in H Cpnmhn s
. 7:8-11, where he shows the d¢f-
. ference between godly “sorrow
.and worldly sorrow. He explains ’
that . worldly serrow “produces
‘death” because it is only the tem--
.. porary sorrow of being caught, a
v type of self-pity, a fear of punish- ,
ment or cmbqrra.ssmenr But the
sorrow. of God *‘produces rcpcw -
_tance- to salvation™ because it
- cayses a- pcrmanem change in be~
.havior. and leads to a person’s
-becoming totally < *clear”™ from
“ the reoccurrence of sin. g

- In'fact, the change of ‘behavior

" that. acgompianies repentance is

i

/.- the. best proof “of ‘one's repen-

" tance. John the Baptist refused to -
baptize those who had not shown
by their changed behavior that

-they had brought forth the true
“frujts”” of repentarce (Matthcw -

T 3,7-8).

-As Christ dogmeneaﬂy stated,
mcre lip_se - misnamed
behef", y some — is not suffi-
salvanon “*Not e;veryone

‘Lord, Lord,

grow’’

not_forgive past-sins or péy their
penalty. for our sins are¢ forgiven
by grace and not_worlgs. The
Bible simply does not teach ihe
doctring of penance, and penance
is in pb way even similar to re-
pentance, which God's Word
teaches and indeed commands.
Sa!vau_on requires - obedience,

. and it therefore requires ont to

'stop his old ways,and begin’ obcy-

“ing, God — it requires repen- .
... tance! And such:repéniance is to- . -
ward God the Father, who is the’
“author of His law and against *

whom our sins arc dirgcted (Acts :
20:21).
Such rcpcmancc goes far bc—- )

‘yond a mere ottward. verbal ex-

pression of belief. and <ven far .
" beyond a few mechanical changes
it pigrces deep into -

in behavior
the heart and mind of the person,

..and embodics an unconditional

surrender from-living one’s- own
way to truly lvang God's .way of
wfe. It
above.all eise 1n-oné’s hIcz(Lukc
14 26-31§. and’ hence in a sym-
bolic sense” saciificing your own
life (Ramans 12.1-2) .

Further, true repentance is not
a once- and for-all event. nor js it
synonymous -with perfection. To
be sure. the repentance required
before. baptism 15 -indeed a fo-

cused turn-around from our way’
1o God's' way — a miassive spiri- -

fdal reversal Yet. gven at bap-

‘tism. God does not. reveal all of

--our sins {osus at onge, nor do we -
imm:diauiy .ovgrtore all our

sins. We continGé to.see and bat-
‘tle’ them: over time while we
in God’s grace and

requires putuing” Christ -

knowledge of His ways (11 Peter.
3:18). As He rgveals His law to
us, and hence our sins (as wi see
how we fall shoit of that faw), we -
must dally repent. We’ must_se¢'

our sins, stop theni, rcsolvet do

deed, we must grow spiritwally
for the rest of our lives.
-~ But dur obedience to God's law
wcomes with help from Him. No
one can obey God's law in its
fullest spiritual semse, in heart
and mind, without His  help
(Jeremiah 10:23). This is bocausc
“ the minds of humans are suscep-
tible to the pulls and deceptions
of Satan. Yet. the Spirit &f God,
which is given to those who have
been properly baptized adfter true
repentange, :

Jus t strength 10 obcy*

lvl('-y vonoi

Here'is a brief summa.ry of the
ey scriptures about this subject:
Mark 1:14-15, Acis-2:38 — we
.are commanded 1a repent, which
‘-neans 1o change from our way to-

God's way. -Romans 2:4, Acts
¥1:18. — repentance. must be
granted by God. who calls ac-
cording to His will. Romans. 6:23
— the wages of sin is death. II
“Corinthians” 7:8-11 . SOrTOw
- that produces true rtpema.m:c is
far different than mere worldly

?%r.row ]\mcw 7:21 — qualify-
ng “foy sal¥Wjon requires obedig
*ence to God.. Jeremiah 10:23" —
we cannot obey God without His
hcip. Il Peter 3:9, 18 — spiritual
growth is a process and doesn’t
happen all-at once. Psalm 51 —
repentance is often accompanied
by deep emotiggp.

The importiance of repentance
cannot be overemphasized. It is &
first siep toward salvation. Have
you- repented? If not, then-the

coach to the confused player are
for you: “You're going the wrong
direction! Stop! Turn around! Go
the other way!"” 0o
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rlght and follow throig B
God's thelp — continually. In 9

1is” mhore - powerful -
than émn and can and will give -

words shouted by my basketball.
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| . OWhat Is the Mark of the Beast"

."No sublect has been more intriguing — and” baffling to — P
people in our generation. Be sure to read the bonclusnon
‘of Editor-in-Chief Herbert W. Armstrong’s series. -

.u | ’fA Balanced Budget — From the Blble

~ For most people, money matters are a frightfully pamfu!
expenence' But money problems are not necessary — even el
_for you. Here is the sunplest and most et‘f):ﬁve budget im0
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“Dld Peter Eat Pork? =~ - - o 0 ¥
‘o - Some ‘believe that Peter and the New Testament Church T PSR

" ate “unclean” foods. This arficle examines the scnptures on
this subject.
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| ¢ The Son of Encouragement | RN o
Paul charged ‘through the open door to réach the gentiles, i
but God used Barnabas to open it! God was able to use TR o
Bamabas because of an lmportant quality he exercised. .. S S
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~ From the experiences of a teacher in Chma, we cam learn o ‘
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