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i Who or W hat Isthe
ro , IIC[IL Beasto

.

L . , ..

v PartFour - 7

" What Is the
ark of the Beast°

K’ " Better be sure: whether Lhis brumf is upon you! Without it,
no man will be able 10 buy or-sell! Wi:thout it, you may be tortured |
“even.10' death!" But with i1, vou shall suffer:the

‘Gop or feject the com: .

or Gon' -

| EC . Sl:Vl:N LASf PLAGL ES OF GOD!

o o0 " [

< e bcgiﬁ"’- now - that those who have the ~
4 /to 'sce‘thdl mark of the beast shall be

A . punished -by the plagues of

- he b lhe MAIR"K of . God In the next verse; the -
el the -beast involves a . 12th. the s>aints who do not

M c - point of OBEDIENCE . have the mark are those who

x whether we shall ULy - KELP THE COMMANDMENTS
—

mandments of God dn!j
i , obey MAN'S rule. .

i 1t has- somclhmg to do.
then, with the COMMAND-
MfNTbr OF (101)'

A mark ot obedience

Notu.e lhcn} are two

© glasses ~— on¢ has lhc’M\az« the
other rejects *it and is ‘martsred
I Notice now the descripuon of

I'hose who have the mark, .
~ theretore.sare those who re-
-~ tuse tu keep the command-

b . ments of God. The MARK of
the beast: therefore. involves
a4 rejection of the coM-

‘MasoMenTs OF GOD, or of .
ovne of them. fer if we hreak

There 1t v Taversey 9-11 of
this Jupur the lhlrd angel warns

B -+ “-thos¢ who-refuse 1his evil Mark:
"y w7 “*Heré. is the patignce of the
saints: ‘here ave they that keep
the commandments of God, and
ithe faith of Jesus”, (Revelation
"14:123. °

v

w:m ‘this ms{ahm’em. ‘The Gdod
News concludes 11s serial publi-
cation of Ediuor-in-Chief Her-

bert W. Armstrong’s new book{et

Who or What s the Prophetxc
Beast? /[

one we are guilty of all
(Jdl’ﬂﬁb 2:10)

"So. one class of people accepts i
the Marx of the beast.

The other class Kedps the oom—
mandments of God. :

Mark of ‘dlsobodhnco %

Hence, whatever the mark of
the beast may be, it means dis-

*  February 1886 1
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obedience t0o GOD'S government
—- to the commandments of God.

Here’s further proof -— here
are they who get victory over this
mark:

Revelation 15:2-3: “And | saw

as it were a sea of glass mingled
with fire: and them that had got-
ten the victory over the beast,
and over his image, and ‘over his

"~ mark, and over the number of his

.

name, stand on the sea of glass,

. having the harps of God. And

they sing the song of Moses the
servant of God, and the song of
the Lamb, saying, Great and
marvellous are thy works, Lord

* God Almighty: just and trué are

THY WAYS, thou King of saints.”
This corresponds to the ¢hil-
dren of Israel, delivered from
Egyptian bondage under Moses.
Moscs was a type Qf Christ.
-Pharaoh was the type'and fore-

runner of this beast. The plagues.
God poured on Egypt were a type .

of the last plagues to be pourcd
out on Babylon.
The children of Israel slood on

the shore of the Red Sea. and-
. God . miracuiously delivered

them. Here the saints of God are
pictured on this symbolic sea-of
glass.

They'sing the song of Moses,

" and the song of the Lamb

(Christ). Moses p_nclurss law and
God's commandments: the Lamb
(Christ) pictures faith and salva-
" tion from sin. | -
Remember, the beast is the hu-
max. . civil organuatn’m of the
-devil.

cause hg knoweth that he hath

ing God's COMMANDMENTS -
those yielding, themseives to,
God’s RULE, and living by every
word of God — by the BIBLE —
which is the writien testimony of
Jesus Christ — they are the ones
the devil will persecute and mar-
tyr through his false church and

. his reborneempire!

- MARK of

But Satan knows his own. He
will brand his own with a mark, _
so they shall not receive this per-
secution and martyrdom, even as
God put a mark on sinning Cain
lest men finding him slay him
(Genesis 4: 15). .

All who do nor receive Satan’s.
brand — the MARK of the BEAST
— will suffer Satan’s wrath in
the tribulation-

Thank God. those days shall be
cut short. far the elect’s sake!

Class on whom plagues fall

There are Two classes of' peo-
plc That class thay: receives’ lhcw,
the beasl is the class
upon whom. the PLAGUES OF GOD

will fall. S0k if we can further
- identify glhosc whe  shall geceive
this wx,wu OF. (GOD, . and” why

God will-thus- pumsh them, we
shatl; .mthcr xdcnyt’y \@M thc
mark 1504

~

ums 5 Paurir-fg tclhng
-C hnsua‘ns 'o flee formicaiion,
oovcmusm:sg‘ ldo!alry — .irans-
gressing. the Ten COMMAND v
MENTS.Then- he says: “"For- be-

" cause .0{ these things [trans-

In Revelation 12, we find
. Satan stirred to great wrath “be-

- - but a short time™ (verse 12). He .
- then starts’a great PERSECUTION,

or~TRIBULATION, against the
TRUE Church — the true saints
of God. This is-just prior to the
" Second Commg of Christ (verse
13) Now' notice against whom
‘Satan is so wroth: .

“And the dragon [Satan} was
wroth with the woman {Church],
and went to make war with the
remnpant {iast generation] of her

. seed, which keep the command-

menis of God, and.have the lesti-
mony of Jjesus Christ [the
Bxble]" ¢verse 17).

" There it is again! Thosc kcep v

2 * The GOOD NEWS .

@

gressing -God’s LAW] cometh the

WRATH OF GOD [last plagues]

upon ‘the children 'of disobedl—'
ence’ (Ephesians 5:6).- -

- How plain! The wrath of God

— the Tvcn,lasi plagues — are

?

coming (on those who DISOBEY
God, bylviolating the command- .
ments. The plagues fall upon
those who have the mark of the
beast!

° Those who reccive the plagues -
Ué bréakers of God's command-
ments, and also at the same time
receivers of the MARk! It be-
comes mofe and more plain that

. the mark of the beast represents:

ol 3:5-6:

‘COMMANDMENT BREAKING.
‘Notice this again in Colossians -
“Mortify therefore your

- members which are upan the -

carth; fornidation, uncleanness,

-

e
5.

inordinate affection, evil concu-
piscence. and covetousness, which
‘is idolatry [transgressions of
some of “the Ten Command-
ments]: “for % hich tf)ings’ sake
‘he Wrath of God cometh on the
chiidren of disobedience.”

Notice it alsq in the prophec':ci.\

of the Old Testament. “The great
day of the Lord [time of God‘

. wrath — the last plagues]

near . ..that day is ‘a day of
wrath a day of trouble and djs-
tress ... and 1 [God] will brin‘g

distress upon men, that they shall . °

_ walk like hlind men [The

" plagues! But why? ). because they

have sinned against the Lord”

(Zcphamah 1:14-17).

" "What is Jm’ *Sin is the trans-

ircsslon of the law (1 John 3:4)
commandmernl breaking.

Thc TRUTH becomes plaln

Now et's reuapnu]ale'
ttuth is becoming plain! ;
1) The mark plainiy; meﬂms
.the rclcctmg ang’ bruhng 6]
God's comumandmefit® And.in
~James 2:10-11. God ssays if .we'
break: an) @,ne oﬁthc command-
“tnents, we are GUILTY of‘breakmg
“Ahé LAw
"2} The Roman Empire is the
real author of this mark. §i is the
mark of the BEAST. not the
woman who. rode the beast. :
«3) The church cau3ed people.
to bc decerved into receiving this
\m
- 4);..&ath-n-‘~gucs this Roman
Empire its seat and grcat author-*
ity. — it s the political instru-

- ment through which Saian works

in deceiving the world.
L S) Those who rcfuﬁc Ihzsimark

arc\prohxbucd from “buying or -

\scﬂs — engaging in com-
merce( trade or holding a job.
6) Many

m&rk were,
rpartyrcd because of thetr refusal

— guilty of all’ ).

oéfut‘?&.e refusing this '
3 shall again be,

because they keep the- com-

mandmems of God! * .
7) Therefore. the inevitable
and plain conclusion is that the

mark :is somethipg enforced by- .

the church, originating in the pa-
ganism of:the Roman Empire,
which a éunning deceiving devil
wollld- scizc or as a means of

- {Continued on page ‘20)
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- Does your budget’ W o/rk7 Do }ou ‘even have one?, "
The Btble reveals budgeting principles thdt can help you

o ' udgeting! Many peo-
- . ple, it seems, get un-
comfoﬂrlable when -
"a@nyone meations this
" touchy subjec »
Some are convinced they
make too-little mahey to buyd-
. gets Olhgrs think they have
head for Tigures and cant i
make "2 budget work.

. overcarpe money troubles once and for all..

- -

* be a frightful experi¢énce’

i

‘lived‘ by them ever since. |

Bible is-.a plan for the simplest

E}y Dexter. H Faﬁiknet T : »

-

. for ‘most ‘peob'hc | morey

world, one that can work even for
matters continue vear by year td

people who have failed for years
Jin their attempts to budget their
But money problems are not  money. - '
necessary © — even for vou. © What's mole, it might surpris
‘1 learned these principlés’ whcn you. o kmow that you may al
I first read this mégazine many ready be applying this plan, in
(years ago. and my family has’ _ principle. 1o part of your inconie. §
Let's look at the principles of 3
budget revealed in the Bible, and
learn how to overdome money o
.. troubles once and for all. First, 2

-z

; S . E Febn..ary 1986 3

learned that 1n the pages of the

and most effective #udget in the’

>
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here are four keys-of financing.
They are essential before any
budget can be put into operation:

-

Four important keys X

»“Make budgeting a family
project. Get everyone invelved..
Of courke, the husband as head of
the family should take the l€ad in
planning .and sticking 1§ a bud-
get. But the counsel and coopera-
tion of every family member is
necessary. :

If you are a husband.

“héirs together of -the grace of
hife” (1 Peter 3:7). By all means
consult your wifa op how
family income is spent.
Perhaps she has more
‘time or >kill than you to
~devote 1o record-keeping,
‘or to the mechanical pro-
cess of writing the checks [
to pay the bills. At the:
least, your wife should be
aware of what 15 happen-
ing. so she can offer wise
counpel and be able” :
handle the job if an)’thihg
should happen to yuu ’
Children. v, need 10
develop the right atutude

toward finances. They this Sinlrfiil budgql can - vani te the lender’’
can learn about uthing, ~ ) - (Proverbs 2275 s
budgeting. saving and work C,\"Cn tor pﬁOpEC who have . Start today to have “the

getung the beat value for
their I his
chudes making wise pur-
chases and not spending
money frivolously

moncy. in-

remeIn- )
ber that you and your wife are-

the .

more than price alone. In the way
» 1L will affect you psychologically,
an item of shightly higher price
may be 4 far better investment.

. Anyone who has visited Ambas-

farled for years in trying
to- budget their money.

”

"Many_people

sador College has seen this point
demonstrated in the quality sur-
roundings of the campuses.

» = Save. A big source of misery
in family money martters is the

habit of living without a savingss™

Some are convinved that saving is

)
i

g RNOURRA §

MEAUY puisltlg
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live on the very
edge o~ financial oblivion. But

prise you to see just how quickly
a few pennies accumulate over
the weeks.

Muany people live so close 1o
the edge that just one extra bill
pushey them over the edge into
financial oblivion. How gobd it
would be 1o have cnough savings
to pay that one il you did not
anticipate .lt is easy to have it if
you will just start putting a small
amount away from each of your
future paythecks

Avord credu buying. Just as
some think 1t lmp«oss(bt to save,
some dare convinced thEy cannot
get along without charge ac-
counts The fact 1s that you must
get along without them,
“or you will never enjoy

financial happiness.

Despiie how much you
are presently
volving interest
ments. you need Lo stdrt
.getting away from them.
It may wke some ume to

but it will be worth 1t to
your pcace- of ymind.
Solomon wroter “"The

and (he burrower 1 ser-

strength of chdracter 10
wdil umiil you can save
the cash It costs much
‘ mufe v pay the interest

on burrvwed money than

<o Alwars buy qualiry.

The cheapest 1s not always the -

best Olten. thuse who always
choose the cheapest develop per-
sogalities that reflect this point of
‘character We tend to act differ-
ently when using something ex-
pensive We would have consider-
ably more respect for
limousine. for example. than we
would our oid family jalopy Over
a period o( time. the person who
always bu»s the cheapesi just be-
<ause 1t is the cheapest may de-
velop a-careless. sloppy attitude
and lose his or her ability to enjoy
quality. items.

So. when makmg purchascs
realize that mamy “bargains™ are
-not always what they seem fo be.
. Shop wisely. Evaluate an item by

4 TheGOOD NEWS

. A L.

a fine

“mosi people would not be 1n the

out ol the question fur them Bul

truuoi¢ they are 1 had they only
learned o practuce this
finanues . earlier »

Proverbs 6 6-8 tells us to learn
from the ant. who Vprovides her
satpplfes 1n the summer. and
gathers her food 1n the harvest.”
In other words. she has a savings
of fgod to ide her uver the rough
spots and the winter

Even if you are n financial
difficufties. you negd to begin a
savings It need not be large at
first. just enough to_ develop the
habi 1n you later. when you
have gotien out of trouble. you

~will have established the pattern

in your hfe Besides,

1

law ~of |

it will sur- -

1t would to save the

munes ahcad, of time. Avoid
spending Sprees

Almost every charge account i

“set up on a minimium monthly

charge of |': percent
percent a vear

— that's ¥
And many Harge

more Yet when you have cash,
L

you mot only save thé carrying
charges, but can often buy at a
discount.

f course. in certain casgs lo-
day credii buying has become ai-
most a necessity The principie 1o
follow. however. 1s that credit

~ purchases should be made for ne-

cessities only - - such as . car or
home Never should you luy lux-
uries on credit.

Television sets, sporw. g goods
"and hobby supplies should be

tied 10 re-
pay-. .

® break their stranglehold, -

rich rules over the poor, .

®

]
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cards
~

“hetual mex
erfect budget,

 peupic

paid for in cash. It
these items*that give people trou-

ble in credit buying. It just seems -

so easy 1o buy “the extras now and
delay the payment until later.
~Don’t'fall into this trap.

Credit cards should not be
used on major purchases where
yQu are forced to carry tht pay-
ment. beyond the initial biil ing
period In other words, don't
charge anything that you cant
pay for completely when the bill
first comes Interest ratges are so
high on a;rrwu card plrehascs
that you wiil end up paying muh
more for, the items than if
had paid tash | am happy to se
that 1n the last 20 vears |
have not had 10 pay any
interest on my credit

The perfect budget -
Now iovk at the
mevhanics of the

let's

i oyou will 1yrn to the
14th chapter of Deuter-
oncgny. you will find the
‘pruaup&:: giren §toss, sus-
prising!y the prinvipie of
seaond uthe  All God's
know the
T tremendous biessigg that
seconds ithe 1s 11 some-
how scems az}xagenh@fﬁ”ﬂ-
ferenmt from the fca(-of
QU INVOING Y

Why? The gehson s

g
shourd

oL

e

. > . .
is usually\/pcciaily enjoyable. Surprisingly

enough. this same blessing can
apply 1o all ycur money. an. not
Just o tithes alone

Stop end consider The way
YOuU mansge your t:the s the way
you cugh! 1o also manage ail the
rest of vour ncorpe’

Paycheck by paycheck

Sceond

. Y
LaLsT sl

The thing 10 do i1s begm now.
“If you set up vour budget
- right away despite*voir

troubles, You will be surprised

~ 4l how you can begin to

_fulfilt finangal obligatiens.

Y

In brief, you need to pay eve
bill — even uncxpecied ones - & -
with every check Rather than
paying "ali of cne bill from one
particuldr, check. you-441l need to
begifi, just as vou do with your
-tithes, taking @ fixed percentage
ahead of ume from each check
for ali fu: Lrgabiils

In cther words if you pay the
electricity onve a-month, yet are
paid every 1wo weeks. you need
10 take haut of the elecincity bill
] Shewa Deginning one
of tme Den't pay
t i frem one
rrom the mext and

Jhis way onily briags
Aeadaches ,

LA

- How. to set it up

: © Mape ¢ comprehensive
lmguf aly debis and ex-
pemses vou ordinarily
have over s period of
tme invlude overdue,
current and4uture Jdliga-
tions . eversiming 1 will
take 1o run your famuly

If the. longest period,
you gu bgtween bijls 1s a
“year such 4 insurance or
taxes. thengvour st will
have to »d?er a vcar. If,
- however the tungest ime
between ahy bills 1s three

months. then your list
-l need onjiy covér.ihree
mounths -

1217 “You thay por dat
within  yaur Lgawé_ the
yous grasn-’

tithe of

Gods's gnnual™festivals, this
money has g special thnll about
i

Many of us are overwheimed.

when we first begin to save sge-

ond ythe Feor ihe first ume in,

our Jives. we have money that we
are commanded 1o spend on en-
joyable things for ourselves and
our farzulies Never before have

we been able te spend money this
way, because there were always

greater needs elsewhere
charge accounts; utilities. food,
clothing. But ghxs money. the sec-
ond tithe, cannm be spent for

bach year, when we
T spend our sevund uthe W keep

N

pus.hedk and not need by need.

Muane people though don't seem

e Br abic 1o apms mu.pmncnp!c
to the rest ol therr income

The average person pavs his
bills separately with whatever
mones ~2s avdilable at the time
But second- tithe 1s not
this way  Instead ofjtaking what
you need to attend the Feast from

‘your 1ncome n one lump sum

just before the Feast. you save it

‘as a smalil part of each paycheck.

In this way God ensures that you
will have what you need wnen the
need arises.

Te have financial success, it is
necessary to do this with your
whole income, not just ‘your

lhesc things ‘and is lhercfﬂrﬁ; = tithes.

handled .

W hatever the umc put’
down all expenses. regular or ir- -
regular. that you know you will’
have durmg this period. This
‘must even include money spept

. on recreation, odds and ends and

the continuing expenses of rent,
food and utilities. , )
Next, adjust every bill to the
length of time between your pay-
checks. tf, for example. you are
paid twice a month, then monthly .
bills will' have to be divided m§ .
balf and weekly bills doubled. A ! '
yearly bill should be divided mw
24 parts. . s
Now, make a new list of thwc <
adjusted parts (i.e., one-half §
monthly car payment, two weckly #
food bills, ome-24th property

tax) This list 4s cemtral to the

Fepruary 1986 5

for sume time 10 come. = .
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*sactly how to $pend.

- when you spend the. money

('\50 that every check 1s s

budg«.; !f you have mc,
- ery expense, it wili t
each check:
every one will be spent the same
way. In other words, each Yime'
.you get a chgck. this st will t<ll
“wvou exactly how much
" that-vou will have precisely what
»ou"'ﬁk}i need to pay-the bills as
_they amvc

By sawng a standdrd amount
fer each biil from each check. as
“with vour tyhes, the worry of
~budgeting ~disappears. Your list
of Sstagdard amounts automatl-

Once properly set up. this budget
néeds only occasional thought, as
contragted with the constant
headache of.fitting each indnad-
wal bill into the moaey on hand
Whal's more. with this budgcl

you are not forgetung any uems EN

or wasling any money

The greatest blessing is the
freedom this budget gives you
If
you have cdrefully and faithfully
set .aside® the money from each
«check to pay each bill. you will be
+ able to spend {t wiih the reassur-
‘ing knowledge that a1t was n-
tended - for that purpose — even
orecreation and luxurnes.

So often. Tamilies acmaH
make enough money to be able to
cnjoy certain cxiras. But without
such a. budget. few enjoy what

- they have. They may spend the
~ monewtory these specialties. but

always feci guilty doing sé” Had

" theéy wisely divided their income

into standard segments and 1n-
cluded an amount from each
check for speciai cxiras. they
wouid be able to have these luxu-
riecs with -a clear conscience.
Su learn the™esson. Divide
your income into definige séctions
btm auto-

matically on part of every il

..~ The blessings are bc:yond belef.

\yhat to incbude

Your list of expenses must bc
complete. This is especially frue
if your income is low or you are
deeply in debt. There are v few
items that must be included 1n-all
budgets: -

o Clothing. This is a sorc spot

6 The GOOD NEWS  *

10. put -

adaway for each futureréxpense, so

~cally tells vou how to do the jobd

“will

+ do. Then,

.

“for some families. They may

mapage 10 get what they need,
but only at great pains to the
budget.

will need money o buyfclothes.
W hen the time comes, 1Y becomes
a"painful matrer of squdezing out
money here and there. Why not
Just save a hitle from.cach
check? You do not need to spend
it immediately. but when you
need 11, 1t~will be there.

- tnter&(ainmeﬁ..
farmilies feel they Tannot afford
entert&inment: To them jt is an
unnecessary expense. Butl enter-

Many

_ tainmeni 1> a necessily for a bal-

arced fam:l v. Many of us would
be overwhelmed with the happi-
ness that can come simply By set-
ting a small amount away ecach
check for entertainment. .

«'Offerings. Holy Day offer-
ings are qyiie a prob em for many;
brethrén. When they comc to
these occasions~they seem-to ex-
perience anyihing but joy. They
eithet feel they’ cannot afford to
give offerings. or they fecl ggilty
about not giing enough. Buf if
you work owd_in your budget an
amount "you knpw 1s right (“as
you are¢ -able”™ —— Deuteronomy
16 16-17). vou will have a far
better. feehng about giving. You
know /that you have done
what vou arc able to du. and may
even bepleased to fhind that you
can give more than yvou ordinarily
100, you can always
draw on your favings and still
. give that Bmlc extra you would
like to0.

Why not start now to budget
properly wwith the Spring Holy
Davs es
will "be

fore_you knaw it!
Wy not

ready 1o give as large

,an offering each time as you are

abfe. having planned and saved as
a regular part of your budget?

¢ Pocker money: It scems mi-
nor. but incidental items can do
more ‘darpdge 10 a bpdgel than
w t expect. You probably
would be surprised if you knew
How much money you spend on
small. everyday items — tooth-
paste. -haircuts. newspapers, o
mention a few.

Clothing 1 a long-term™
. need. ahd some forget that they

in mind? They'

may not need to be large. but if
you do not inclide it. this one
small point can wreck all vour
other efforts.

N

Begin now

"~ One last Ppoint needs to be
mentioned It is a Hitle advice on
how 10 get started.

Perhaps you feel you are ai-
ready so fdr behind in \ou' f1-
nances that you cannol even be-
gin on sueh a budget But 1ts for
just such g person thai thid article ~
has been & ritten The very reason
to start on this budget 1% 10 over-
come the pfuoblem you now think
is stopping. vou'

Such a budge: cannot work 1m-
mediately for anyone near the fi-
nancial chiff Frankly. 1t may tahs
scveral. months o get fully on the
stheme The more manths that
pass. however. the closer yoky aill
‘come to being where you want to

‘be. Afd the character developed
" in this_process canngt be valued

moneunﬂ\

So the thing for )OL/O dto s
begin ndw. Even if you_have to
run all your accounts in 1‘191 red
for months. you nced 1o set up
the plan immediately If yvou can-
not do what you write on your
list. you "will awleast be able 1o
develop the -habit of learnipg
what you should be doing.

Frankly. though. if you will sct
up your ideal budger right aMay
despiie your troubles. realistically
including all current bills. repas-
ments of loans and morigages.
future expenses and all the other
needs. you wrll be surprised just
how often you actually can begin
to fulfili the ampunts you have
planned o put gside from each
check Even though you <wan vnly
set asida halfl of one bull the first
month. you will be half a monih s
bill ahead for the hext mon:i
And cveniually you will find
yourself enjoving the blessings of
financial stability

Budgeting need not be a dis-
tasteful scourge? an agunizing
plague upon your {ife All 1t takes
is the determinanion and the faith
in. the Word df God 1o get free
from money® worries for the rest

~of your life.

. This division of the budget Buldgeting is a biessmg oo
Y
L ' s T




oaurs ago u devout
" religious man “told
me, “Peter até
pork und so do "
© 1 ghecked in the: Hible to
see i he was vorrect.,

He apparently was roforring
to the events moentioned in
Actu 10, eupmln"v the part
concerning Petor's vislpn of
the unclean nicats,

( u?uc[hm. u devout goptile,
was dnstpucted dnoa viston to
“xand ta Joppa for Peter, who,
would tell him what he should
dd (Acts 10:1-8). As Core
nolius’ nedsengors were on the
wiy (o see Peter, Poter anlso
had w vision. $i hiv vislon he
became very hungry and saw
ull kinds of greatures thut weyo
not ta be outen, wecording 1o
the law. “And aovoice came 1o
"bim, Rise, Petor; kill uml
sout' Vo(verse 13)0

’ihla wiy lllllll)ll'hlul“y ,lhrp
2 Intiged my friegd rofgriod, to”
rwhich Pégey was sy ;puemd w.

o, "wt porky" it digh et 1

SN Pétgr uh'
llwqgh the volid
Instracted bl to: dut!. Notipe--
" Peter's. replyy’ "Nt a0,/ Loy dt-
For | hive never éaten’uny: *
thing ulmmun m"unuuuu
" (verse M) .
PPeter's mfanmmc wal ﬂurprlbu '
ing, i Jesus- Christ: nmuu
unciean food clean u fow- yougs
carlior. Peter had not oMy .
nover. eaten Jonything called
unclean by the law, hu( he had-y
Mso. never eaten u,umuu llml' .
was. cogtmon. - that i, wu,- .
moninlly dcllldd v

Peter was “instructed lhrce o

« times to *kill and’ edt,” Ilu wys
ulsd told, “What Uud luw
lnun‘%d ,You must not - call’
common® (verse 18). Nnmc :

" that he wad instructed ubuul

what was not to be consigy -
+ ered common any longer,

No reference was made

" whul was cleap or

Lhere—ls—u

glcul dllltll,n‘ ‘

‘between what

common und whnl

is unclean,

Peter did not
o

.

Pork-

o Ahowi (e that
o eall ﬂuv man unnmun oF; une

b

understand  what this. vislon.
tuennt, since he kinew that the
Scriptures pluinly forbude
Gaod's people 1o eat such meont.
Ho realized that if the 'messuge
was really from God iy shoyld
ot contradict ‘pndn mplwd "
Scriptures,

While Peter pnmlcd ‘over
this dilemuta, the men from
Cornelius wrrived. Poler wan
upiin given inm.ruclh)puv('lul!l
God: “Atise therefore, go
down and po with them,
donbting nothing; for 1 have
seut thom™ (verse 20), .

The meaning of
Petor's vislon ‘

It finally bogume . clear to -
Peter what all of this was
uhnul. He oxpluned it in verse
28) “Then he smd o them?
MYou know how unlawful it |y
for v Jewish imap to keep com:

cpuny with or go o one of W -, 0

Bm God® has,,:,

9!!101 nation,
Mmbld m)r

o lem

- Nowme bclivvv t)m: l’ator
he apoxtles and the- Nﬂ'w ‘
“Festament (hun"h e
/(mdw‘ that were' uhc Ivcm

ae ording 10 the law. 1 '}n‘

I hink” Josus made all
meat clean. . This article |

emmlnus‘ the va 1 z's'mment

: acrlprurm on the aubjecl

!
iy .

: .m:""' sty L l,urdy Nuff

- Crod! W luw “did, not forbid- o
Juw 10 koep compuany witly,

w1

someohe ol wnother pullmn.

thit was o tule nvle 1) by Jew

- based on their wiong', mlm'plg
*tagon ol the' Jaw, Umlj‘tlug

time Peter and the Chi
. carolully followed thige",
custom. God wai ﬁhowlng pe-
ter by this vision to woospy gunm
'lilb coniverts into the! (‘huruln

© He was not whuwmg mm lhm

umleuu meat wil now. L‘lw\n
“Nowhere in-this’ dmfﬂtar m",
for that matter, unywlicre else -
in the, Scripurés,-do Wwe. find”
thut Peter ate, poik ‘or any:
other meut called un\,lLan iy

- the law.! My friend was, wruuu,

though LYoubt he ‘would -huve.
admitted it even if jt had boen-

proved o him without tllll.,li*- :

*tion. He was not yet willing -
St Jet God or anyone élse
*tell him what hé wuld

or, u)uld ot out,

Dld Chrmt Durga E
' nll mut?

- AE this, ekt duujk

;f not change the
1aw - wmc&mg,
N ‘

!

-




. N ’o d
cloun and unclepn meut, Ho other
seripturos’?

Mark 7:18-19 is burported ty’
have done away with the lpw con-
corning tnclean Routs' “And he
suith unto thom, Are yo so with-
ont "undorstanding  ulso? Do ye
“ndt perceive, that whatsoever
thing from without entereth lnto
the. man, it canunot defile hing
because it entereth not into his
heart, but into the bglly, and
gooth out fhto' the draught, purg-
Ang all mears?” (Authorized’
Version), . ‘

It Jesus mbant - by this last
phrase that unclean foods wore
now clegn, ns many people. be-
lieve, obvidusly Pptor did ndt'une
- dorstand 1t that way mvu? yoars
Jnter, s we have already ¥oen in
Acty 10114,

" Pelore’ we go furthef. in Mark. .
7, We should . \mdcrs\uud a ljttle |
«about the law concerningy cln. .

- dind utidlean, meilty,Fhig disvine o,

stion was km)Wt\ Bofurgithe Pl

_ (Garlesis® 'm\ S was givunxugxmr .
by God 10" Mol ‘ﬂuM‘Aurmu figp %
Ll Tsvael (Leviticus: 11 10 wa
mhm\mad 1 all Imm o e,

~tion ‘lnter by Mpsos (l)laulm()w-"-

“omy 14),

When you umlcmmnd whio the
“Lorid" of the Ol Toestamont ro-
ully was, you will see that the
question Is important. Many texts
make clear that the One’who be:
cpme Jesus Christ was the saine
personiage known as the “FLord”

in the Old Testament (Colossians 7 'added to God's

1:13-18, John 1:1-5) He was
Inter made flesh by human’ birth -

(Johg 1114)
I:q\‘hud personully said that

His people should “distinguish
between the unclean and the #
clean, and between' the anitmal
that muy be eaten und the jnimal
‘that may not be eaten” (L eviticos
11:47). In-this smme chipter, as
well as in Deuteronomy 14, He
mentidned that His people, who
weie to be u holy people (1.eviti-
cus 11:44-45), would make them-
. selves abominable if llu,y ate any

'
4

oimy 28, the umwér should be .

obvious: He prohibited hunums
from consuming some unhnals
because eating those animals

would not congribute to hupun

health und well btﬁng The Bible
mukes wlcur‘&&mh unipals dre
whigh in Ledious 11,

Neither the’flesit of the un-
olean animals nor the human di-
gestive systom win miraculously
chungid during mc fiest century
AD)! . .

.
s

Christ addressed 'rlluulu

Back now to Mark 7. A cariful.
ronding ol (Im passage shows that ;|
Josus. wuy nn‘ addressing “the
question of rClean or unclean |
meats, nor was He changing any

1

- The.Chureli had not
pi‘wl()ualya decepted..
"'u' tmu()m.

ta

v h

of His own h\wq ]c;:{.uu‘\wm pmul= .

ing out'that' che. Phrispes’ had -

N

Mm’ar in
a special wmnumiul Wity héiore
eating. S

He also sald thit smh ~riumléa

“of men do nQu purlly ihe ﬂeurt

The dirt that one 'nughli ingest,
having not washed his hiandi, epns

"not defile a person: What coines -

out of the person, such asdevil

_thoughts, udulleuu,a.. fornjgation

and other sins, ure what defiles.;
him or her (verses 20- 23) .

Jiwy danygom-
. tfndments and ‘rityals Lhit ‘werg
" not commanded by "CGod,"One ot
““those had—to* do with—how ~one~
~must wish his haifds ajd’

. .
bg the human digestivelyystem to
tin any possible nutrients, ind,
what Iu lelt is eliminated from the
body us waste.
This s dhe £ aple and logical
explanation’ of this tegg n.its con-

text, which shows that it has
nothing to do with the.subject of
cloun or umluuh mt{tu

Wh-l is roqulrod

'for salvation?

"t Another text that some people
conclude does nway with the law
coticerning uncleay foods is Acts
15. Notico verses 28 and . 29: “For
{t seeimed pood togthe loly
Spirit, and to us, to lay upon ydu
no greater burden than these nec-
‘essury things: thgt you abstain
from things ul'l‘cruh 10 idols, from
blood, from things strungled, and
Afrom sexual immorality.” )
Is thid o new formula for.
Christian Iivlpg'\’ Is this wll that/is
sequired for.salvation? Doey it do
awuy wilh unclean "mheats? Daoes

S do away with the Sabbath?
- Many people believe it does, "

11 it does, does.it also remdve
t’rmn the Christian the need {or
‘repentance’? Cun the (lnisgu

© now murder, steal, le, take God's
e inovain? 1F all that s

needed now is 1o follow the four
points ol Acts* 15:29, (hen it
wmtl | seem we could throw, away
the r‘dsl of the Biblet*

That is not, of course, ‘what -
Peter, James und the headquar-
ters ministers at Jerusalem had in
mind. In order to understand, no-
tice the problem that is ad-
dressed. 10 {5 mentioned in verse,
I: “And certain men came down
from Judes and mughl the
brethren, ‘Unless you are.circum-.
cised, acedrding to the custom of
Moges, you cannot be saved.’

Some of the Pharisees in the
-Church went ‘even further: *It is
Cnecessary to circumecise them,

) u{ld to command them to keep

the law -of Moses™ (verse 5).
o In question, then, was circum- °
“ciston and the Taw of Moses, not

.

0l thie prohibited food.
Why did God make such

+ law? God always hus a good rua-

-son for the things He does. Bused

on several commefts, such as

Leviticus 26:14-16 ad Deuteron-

8 The GOOD NEWS .

s

Any dirt from unwashed hands
dous not enter the heart but the-
“stomach, and 8 climinated, ¢ us’
purifying all " foods"” (vcrsc 9):
Jesus ‘was saying that whitever .
d)m.rs the stomuach is processed

K

“God's spiritual law or all” the
* othér instruct;onu of inspired -
""Scripture.

.+ The decision was that-the gen-

.. tile Christians were not obligated
: to/be cireumcised and keep -the
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+ritual laws of Moses, but they.

“~wore insteud to refruin from phe
four prohibitions .mentioned in
vorse-29: “If you keep yourselves
from these, you will do well.”
Note that if they did these things
they would be doing *‘well”
but not fulfilling all require-
ments of righteousness or Chris-
tlan living.. -

‘The four polnts of this verse
relate directly to the practices in
pagun idolatrous worship of that

- timg, whi¢h had been commonly, °
- ypractice Yy gentiles before their
conversiod. Therefore, though
they wero not required 1o be cie-
cumcised llke the Jows, nai{lwr
were they now o go back to their
old pugan ways of worship. W
. Should we eat what
ls set before’us?

"y {/} Anather seripture that is often
" €/ migeonstrued to do awyay with the -
,ﬁk law against eating udclean moats
is I Corinthians 10:25: “Eat
1 whatover is sold in the moat mar-
ket, usking no queb;im‘\z for cone

scienoe’ suke.”
«f20es this mean that you should

o

.

where it gaine from,
raiséd or sloughtered? =
Alsd note verse 27 YT what-
over iy set bcf«%o you, asking no
questipn.” Iy’ PAul saying that if
you have been invited to a dinner

ow, it was,

about the food on the table? Does
Puul meun thint you canndfusk
-qhiestions about the source, type
or preparation of the foud? .
Some people with stomach -
" prablems would be inviting disas-
tev if they didn't ask a few polite
questions and  thén avoid what
they knew would cunuse, them
trouble. If someone sely poison
belore you, are you obligated 1o
eut it? o
The comtext should” make it -
elear that such questions are not
what Paulshad. ingmind. _
The section sfrom verse 14
through ‘the, rest of the chapter

ke

not usk what kind of meat it is,

¢ you should not ask any questiops. - =

\
fered animals_us sacrifices. in pit-
gan temples, The meat later
would be sold. 46 » meut market,
where it would .be resold to the

" public. This i the problem Padl

was addrossidy,
What should the gentile Chris-
tlan do% Should he usk the
bwcher or his host ut dinner
whether that particular piecp of
meat had been sacrificed to an
idol? Paul's unswer was no, There
was no need to usk, us it didn't
affect wifether the méat was
wholesomie, | '
Howevor, lt'm host said the
meat had been offered to an idol,
then, for. the other person's ton-
scionce suke, the Christian should
not eat it (verse 28-29),

We need to notice

the. context of a !

 scripture, and not just

take part of u v,

©osentence out
of context and-{
1 ®
put our own -
Anterpretation’ on
whiat /it means.
S pa
\ w - t
I8'nothing unciean now?
» In Romuns 14,14, Paul suid, I,
know und qun Conviieed by’ the
Lord Jesus that there iy nothing
unclean of itsell™ 77
What is this text ujl about? We
again need to pote the context of
the chapter o, see what Paul wis
addressing, and not just take part
‘o, u-sentence out'of context ands
put our dwn interpretation on

what it means. The chapter sub-

ject is stated ,Ll%‘vcrsc 2: “One
man willyhave fubrlg enough 10 eat

- all_kinds of food, while o weaker -
man cats only .vegetabl®s (New
English Bibie). Some peoplecute

-\

stend, thoey sHduld tnot do any-

thiig that would cause another -

Christiun stumble, even
though what they wanted to do.
wus not contrury to God'y ways
(versc 21).

Jf this v what Paul was talking

.ubout, what alout verse 14,

which says ¥Rt there is nothing
unclean of itsell™? The unswer ia
found in ynderstanding the origl- |

nul Groek word that is translated .

“unclean.”
The word in Greek {8 koinos.

This literally means, und Is usu- +

ally stranslated into English,
Ycommon,”" and not “unclean.*
In the Authorized Version of the
Bible, kbinos is transiated *‘com-
mon" seven times. It s translated
once us “defiled” und two times
us “unclean"; hpwever, the mar-

gins Usuully render “defiled” and -

“unelesn' properly as *com-
mon.”" In every instance, koinos
should be translated “‘common.”

The Greek word for “unc‘li{n'\ -

I8 akathartos, which is not ased

in Romans 14:14. 1t is s0 trange

luted 28 times clsewhere ih the
New “Yestument. The ward

\

koinos, which should be trang=

lated “comition,” is.used In Ro-
mans 14:14 and does not relate to
what is' called uncléungig Lgvite
icus 11. - o .
The, hnh’wcr translatiog from
Greek to English in this v:?ﬁ has
coused many to wrongly conclude
that ghis statement by Puul per-
mity Christians to eat foods that

" even God Mimself said we should

not_eat.

Should nothing be refused?
The remaining stripture that {s

commonly misuiiderstood on this

subject is 1 Timothy 4:4: “For

“every cremture of «Ciod is good,

and nothing is. to be' refused, if it
is teceived with thanksgiving.”
Does this mean thot rats,

-snukes, spiders and vultures

should not Qe refused, us they are

«all good 1o eat and made-for that

[y

purpose?

+

1]

‘s

Rhas 1o do” with cating food that ~
+ was offered to jan idul.in a pagan
temple., This sgunds quite strange V.
" toa 20th-century person, because
such practices (odiy areyfirtually
unkn}ym At that time peopie of-
»

meat and vegetyhles, while others,

ate .just vegetable¥ .
Paul shows in this chaptet that

Christians should nutTookydown

on one_another or judgy one an-

other  about végcl'ﬁ?iuni\mg In.
. S

- Paul, writing’ tdj‘immhy, was

. = wgiving instructions to him and-the
,Chirch. Paul stated  that *some

‘peoplg would depart from the

. Taith and turn from the true doc-

(Continued om page 22)
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The Son of hncouragement
“The ap()stle Paul charged thmugh the open d(fqr, toﬁrgeac}!' | | r// o

~the gentiles, but -God uye‘f'Barnuba.s to-open-it! -
- Why way Barnabas callea' the “son of encouragemem"? "’

i A .

. By James E Roberts

- Nhe apostle Barnabas
. bent ver the bloodied
An ecstatic Blrnabas hc.lped

“'body, parplexed and
Paul to kis feet. Paul hud sur-

dlstrbbbe At lhc, firs{ moan - \
ad stif of what had. | ap- vived u stoning! Asmmshud the
cﬁirfér t'oihbei a corpse, | thé—#ﬂroup hear ——F«u?kanneuncc -he-

) was all®egght; and watched him
little coterie of Christians (i _pack Yowhrd Jhe ity “again °
gasped in disbelief.

Tl (Acts 14‘1 -20)! .
*Then the short, stocky torso Such was. the character of the,
turned. Paul siowly sat up

man God chose to get the Gospel
10, ‘ Y

among the blood slmned
stones. ',

The GOQD NEWS

1
I

to the uttermost parts of the
known gentile world, -

But -wltat of the character of
« his relieved and’ grateful pariner?.
What was the rolé of Barnabas in
the Work aﬂblht time? What §- -

“galue- does” lm xumplx. hold Tor %
us today? ./

-Sonie " may bb surprised toy
' learn that Ban'fabus was the mu»»‘%-

- Jor human insirument God- used
.to' employ Phul -in the min-




!
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.- Son of Encourugen

istry, and to get the gentile Work v

off the ground.

- Barnabas’s unique quaslities

Barnubus wus genuinely hum-
“bie. He was able to see the good

in others. Because of this, he be-

cumie a prime factor in the
growth of the eurly Church. Cul-
tivution of his {ualities in our
lives cun enhance our impadt as
Christigny “today '

Scrip nukes some unusual
statements ubout Bignubus. One

concerny the special dame he wus.

given' by Church: lenders -y
name thut seems to huve churae-

terized his ministry, - »

In the catly weeks of the
fledgling Chiurch, the wealthier

©converty sold real eftute and:

other possessions to shure with
he more necgy brethren. Curi-
otfly, the only person.named s
an qumpi'c of this gcncruuil, wis
8 vertin Joses. Wegnive told that
he “was also nained Barnaba® by
the apestles (which is transluted

0

, 4:30). . , .
‘The use of this .nume, Encoly-

i
agement is.significant. The

Greek werd has ‘also boen trans- .

lated “vonsolation” ot “comfort.”
Jyhn 14:26 uses a slightly differ-
ont' form of the Greck: “*But the

- WComforter, which is the Holy .
_Spirit, whom’the Father will send

in my name, ‘he shall teach you

all things” (Authorized Version).
“The nume Barnabay, then, has
_essentially the same uneaning ag auade it cleas He-had chosen-Saul-

sthe’ word Jesus used to describe
tyerprcsenc«;‘ of the Holy Spirit.
s - The personification of encour-

agement as the “father” of Bar-¢

pubas is also significant. He must
hive manifested. this trait in an
odtstanding way. :

“This unique individual was o
warm and encduraging  person.
He was pasitive. and uplifting. He

_’f was able to see the best in people

t— to overlook the differences
that could f

udice, This very virjye was used

" .to open the possibility of mem-

bership in the early Church to
. converts of all nations.

Reaching the. gentiles

lent)” (Acts”

peoduce personal pref

.

R s ot
tent, just before 1is ascension to

henven, to ultimately reugh all
nativns with the (im.pcIZLAhae
conming Kingdom of God

* (Matthew 28:19.20),
Alter He provided His Church

with sufficient human and mute-

riul-resources o evangelize fore
cign Miids, Christ had o major
hurllle to overcome. Many Jews

- owere prejudiced ainist non-fs--
\‘" g [>

~resliles. Many [elt supenor, be-

ing the chagen of God, funl hare *

“bordd bias thut would have
weikened thenr willingness; th
reach, o6t o gentiles '

“Giod revealed Biest thiough they -
leadgng apostic, Potor, ths will ’

fur the gennides, through the ingi-
dent of e Ruojnan centurion
Cuornchus. (Acty Il))\':/ Yet the
Jews were stll hesitant (o agphit
that Giod m{/yl B! dealing with
© gentiles

“tveprse 28). There wus

some  plant funt dragging going

.UM ~
Wihigm 'wpuld,(iml use’ 1y yet
things RO in the Wark to the
csemey?®”
Enter Saui~ .7
o Saul of Tdwsus hud been public

enemy No. 1. to the (;hns!innt
He led a gestapo-hbe group of
Jewish Zealots on a4 crusade to-

comipletely cmdiculc. the Chris-
tians (Acts 1), R

M While on s way to Dumaséus,

Suul was struck blind and
brought 10 repentance by Christ
Himselt (Acis 9:1-22). Jesus

0 “beur My name before Gen-
tiles™ (verse 15). e .
After o ndrrow escupe from

would-be assussing at Demascus,

. Soul went 1o Jerisplem to juin
himselt to the Christians there,

Buy his reputatiop as their chief .

tormentor kept himi on_the gut-
side lovking in (vérse 26). God
began o use a - certain man to
chwmpion thé cause of
Saul.

&>

© JSaul’s story, percetving in “Kim

the Haly Spirit. Or he had heard
= of h

- able to put aside fear gnd bias to

" “see the good in Saul. Barnabas

/ . .
) .liqgg,@hﬁsﬂad ‘shown His in-

stuck dis neck out to help _Sau_l

Kl 2
“tile cities.

- Unhampered by prig;
L protions, e coutd—segthe—>
-poteMial for good in gentiles.

P_ee“

uspect.

nversion and powerful
preaching in Damascus.. He was

win uceeptance from the apostles _

(verse 27).

> *
But Saul’s time hid -not yet -

come. After more threats on his
life, Suul wis sent home to Tar-

osus. Gd let o uunbeRof years go'
- by while He turther prepared His

Chyreh for the entrance, of the
'gentiles. Coe .

Growth continued, but ng real
effort wis mide 10 tuke' the
Guspel 1o gentile lands. Some-
thing dig)_Linally happen far up

the ewsiterir Chast of the Mediters |
Q rHncin,

1m a gentle aty called
Antioch. : )

" tered afterghe iniual severe per-
s secution, sodne of lhu‘!_whcveﬂ
journcyes) as “far as Aptiogh’ und
took up residence i variou® gen-
These brothron wite
“messed to Jews onlRagtil certypin
ones of them preached
Greeks, God backed up their ef-
fort, anmd "o gredt pumber be-
Heved” (Kew 11:19-21).

.+ When the Church leaders at
. heudquarters an Jernsalem heurd

. this news, they degided to investi-
- gate, und selecied Balnubas for
the trip (verse 22).
Barnabas urrived at Antigeh and
found that the Work of God
aitong the Grecks wus genuine.
Being the positive; warm fellow he
- was, Barnabas was delighted: He
"cncd}(mgcﬂ them all thut with

purpuse of heart-they should cons. -

tinue with the l,urgimrsg 2.
un

coming the new converty, /-
Another unusual state¥pgnt s
. found in.the following verse.

Barnabag lived up to his m:zqweb
¢

Luke was sdeimpressed -with °

Barnabay that when he conipiled;
the bouk uf Acts, he stated, pngér
inspiration, “For he was g §ood

‘man, full of the Holy Spirit and -

of faith" (verse 24), .
“Barpsbus was filled with the

When the Church i was scat-

precon= ..

e

>

the
Comforter, which his name
meant. He literally standg dut for
his special ability to sce the good
in others and encour

Acts ] 1124 ends wy
great many peopje were
the -Lor;df' The growth

R

i




' rapid that- Byrnabas realized he

wiis overextended. Assistance was

" needed to properly pastor the

‘ “new brethren und allow addi-

.

[

. th “wre mentioneds’

tionul growth. Hurnibos was

about to make # second major
move thyt would ~nsure the great
impact of Suul of Tursus on the

" ‘future of gentild Christiuns,

- Remgmbering what tad been
predited about’ Saui, Burnubus
reulized thit now wis ‘the time,

and that Antioch. was . the ‘Place, -
. to sctivate Saul's ministry. 50.

“Then Barnubas departed Tor
Tarsus to seck Saul™ (verse 25).
- Together they returned to An-
timh stuying there for a yeat.
Saul probably acted us o kind of
associate Pastor, subject to the
, leadggship of Barnubus. When the
ogether, '
* Burkiubas is named fiest (verse
30). % )
Meunwhllc. he, Wwyrd of God
grew .anhd muluphcd" (Acts

2 24). By the time Lhuplcr 13

erating o Anl
time had um CX nd the
Work into olhcr parll of tho
~world.

While the minitry..there wus.
fastitg and praying -about ‘this
mafter, the inspiration of the
Holy Spirit" made it plain that
aCiod had_set apart- Hornabus and

opens, we hnd flvc I {:ﬂulcra ops

< 13;2-3). A-new phase of the
prem.hmg ol the Guupel wils
about to:unfold. .

The puir took ulo‘ng young

—John-Murk and . set’ sail For N\
mil
teristics that were®better suited &
.for the job at hand. Burfiabas was

Cyprus,jurnubas tome country.
It is ironic that 8 mgjor change in
“the roles of ‘Barnabas and Qaul
.occurred “on this. very isiand.
“Thiey prcnuhgd the Word at
Salumis on’the eastgrn end, thgn
crossed the entire jisland b lﬁv'
city of Paphos (vcéz 4-6). Here,
the party encountered Elymus the
“ sorcerer. It was through s con-
froniation with this false prophet
that assistint Suul became leadcr
Psu' >

g,
aﬂh’h&:sc lhm 87"

God's - at Pup

- erupt with powerful,
* preaching or debate, and never
backi :

also is called Phul, ﬁllcd whh tlge

Holy Spirit, looked iitently awg

him and said, 'O full of all deceit
und ‘all fraud, you son of the
devil, Jou gmamy of all righteous-
ness, will you' not ceuse perverte’
ing the straight ways of the
Lord?' " (verses™9-10).

Puul, perhaps remembering the

impact “of his own bout with.

blindness athe road to Dunius.

“cus, used God's power to smite

Elymas with blindness. On thi%
occasion he stood oul as a dy!

. namic spokesman,

But consider Barnubud' posi-

] tion,. He had been in churge over \
Paul.. He had chanipioned the

cause of*Saul uu% helped him into
the lclluwslup ofMhe Church. He
wis the onewho dug Saulsout of -

tivated him. Hetwiis 1l
Antjoch. He was lhe
Mhis evangelical 1our,

. - -
city. muy have ‘convinced ' Bar-,
nubus of the unique qualities Payl
possessedr’ - .

At Teast it is safe to say that he

* had u sirhilar attitude to that of
“John the Baptist. Submitting to .

the new leadership of. Jesus-‘

®hrist, John suid, “*He must .in-
crease, but [ must decrease”
(John 3:30). Burhabus p?ucuq:
-what Paul later preached: “Let
nothing be donegthrough selfish
ambition or concf, but in lowli-
ness of mind let cach esteem oth- -
ers better than himself“ (Philip- ~
pians 2:3).

. Are*you Iike Barnabao'f/‘

 What ubout you? Arc you con-
.tent te play secand fiddle while
somevne else blows the trumpet?

‘theé woodwork at N‘ﬁus and feacs Or doy ﬁvsmurt under emotional

ognds fwhep sumeone else is

m mm,d‘ I‘eetmg ynu are, n)ore

N X
What if Barnsbus had dwelj, bﬁh :

Bar ad to decide)

¢ Whether to hijnble

“Himself unu submit to God's_ .
greator purpose. Adl we know is .

that verse 13 simply records, '

“Now' whén Paul and his party

set sail .from Pnphbs. thsy came

- to Perga”

Previously it had ulways been

v Bariabls ahd Saul.” Nuw it we
Saul for a spevial mnission (Acts -

“Paul and his- party.” Payl was-
the .leader. The entire. focus of

. the rest of the book of Acts is on

sul, But let's foqus on the exam-
pl&ofl Barnabas.

ps_he_. waiglmmg‘mad~ .

at Paul had ccrtum churac-

a ‘warm . and encouraging sort,

* which_is & necessary Quality 'of
leadership. But he may' haye,been
“of such a temperaument that hé'p
tried to avoid confrontations. On -

" the other hand, Paul was like a

seethipg volcano, always ready tq

Plul emerges u lndor

Elymas wnhsmod the efforts of -
the missionarics to preach the
- word 1o an interested deputy. of
" the country. “Then Saul, whc

12 '\ The Godé nsws

Perm\ps Burnabis realized. this

. onge and for all at Lystra, the
first” misiosary tour,. ;.

city on t
where Paul wisstoned \Watching %

- telcaguered Paul struggle to, hjs
!'eet and heud, ngm back imqthe '}

. X'l Al
hcre '

convnctmg ’

,
- perhaps
< tenyan

and cultures. He didn't let petty
differences. kéep him. from serve ¢
ing God’y, people: °

What bios is stilf in youf thmk-\
-ing ‘that may’ be keeping God.
from using you to a.greater; €x-
tett? Do you .pray Yor God's

" Jerufulem: BAWEbGY was willing . ¢
to: welcome il e rch |
brethren of other nuuGpulities .

Work in qther counftries? Do you ',

—wurn-up-to-those ther ruges’d
Would Gbod have Beer abl,e to

send you:to Anggth-to serve the :

necds of new brethrcn 01' othei‘

cultures? ‘

God is po pespecter of ; personn
(Romans 2: lxl) Barnab}m mani-
fested 'this same attitude by see-
_ing the, gobd in people «He dwelt,
on positivés, He'saw potentfal for

. the [uture. EXactly how ‘much“he-

had to do with Paul's' develop."
FOWH-
kndw’ efouglr that we.can “bopefit

from his sterling: examplg .
What else,-after all, would you

: exp¢ct frofn 4 man- called: the Son’
cof Encoumgemem? [u]

L

. ment, and therefore ‘with the'., ‘
= B&Puﬁeﬂemﬂer\#eplg,—,.wﬁq
- don’t: know'at thisTtinle...We ' do » . '

!y
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Many passages in the
Psalirhs tell us we should
“bless God.” How'can a per-
son bless God?

God rules the universe
supreme! He owns evcrythmg
that exists. Yet each of us can
bless God and brmg Him plea-
sure, delight and joy. How?.

*If, we examine the context of

"' the passages that instruct us to

,/

%341

bless God, we find exactly what
ttus term means. Notice Psalm
1 will bless the Lprd at all
times; His praise shall confinually
be in my mouth.”

To bless God; therefore, means
to praise Him.

But why do we praise God?
Just because He tells us to? No.
The \true, wholehearted pra:sc
Gogd flesires is the praise of sin-
cere’ thankfulness- and apprecia-
tion for alL the blessings He first
gives ‘ds: “Bless the Lord, O my

soul, and forget not all His bene- ;

fits™ (Psalm 103:2).
. The awesomeness of God .is
worthy of continual praise:_

“I will extol You, my God, O
King: and | will bless (Your name
forever and ever. Every day | will
bless You, and | will praise Your
name forever and evgr. Gfeat is
the Lord, -and gredtly
praised: and His' greathess
-$earchable™
Psalm 96-shows us that God is
aldq_blessed in sung“and worship,
and by_declarin
all the Id. Psalm 100:4 s
that we bless God by coming be-

‘fore Him in worship, praise and

thanksgivjng. N

This attitude of reverence. fear
and respect for God ang the ldw%
He has given carries over into ou
daily lives as we obey Him and

_ become living sacrifices for Him

(Romans 12:1). God wants us to
be living- witnesscs to. others
around us .of. the true way of

abundant_Christian. living .

(Matthew 5:16)..In this way we
set an example and bear fruit,
which glorifies God (John 15:8).
Jesus said there is great joy in

Iy be
‘1 un~
(Psalm 145:1-3) g

5 salvation to -

hcavcn over every sinner wh
bcmg called by God and seein

« the good example of true Chris-
tians, reperts and begins on the
way 1o salvation and metnbership
-in God’'s own Family, (Luke
. 15:10).

God crcatcd humankind to ul-
timately become His children
* (Revelation 21:7). The greatest
blessiig we can give God is L
fulfill odr purpose in life
- to God, overcome and qudhfy for

salvation, — become a child of
God! .
What is the biblical name

for God’'s Church?

" The; Bibfle gives the true name'
of God’s Church in 12.different
places..

In five passages where the true

name of the Church appears, the
¢ntire” Body of Christ, —t

Church as a whole — is indi-
cated. Thus when 'speaking of. fhe
entire “Church, including all its
individual members on earth, the
name is “the Church of God.”

) \Hcrc are these five passages:

were admonished to “shepherd
the church of God ™ . :
2) | C8rinthians 10:32: “'Give

no offense, either to the Jews or
1o the Greceks or to the church of
God.”

you desplsc the .church of
“God . \
) l Commhxans 15:9°— Paul
ate, 1 persecuted the church
i God.” .
) Galatians 1- 13 — here Paul’

1) yActs -20:28 — the elders °

3) I Corigthians ll 22: “Or do ’

church of God which is at
Corinth,”

*7) Il Corinthians 1:1:
‘church of God which is at
Corinth.”

: 8) I Timoghy 3: 5 —in speak-
ing of a lagﬁl elder in a local
congregationd Paul wrote Timo-
thy, “For if a man doés not know
how .to rule his own housée, how
will he take care of :he church of
God?.’

9) 1 Tiumothy 3:]5: 'l write so

that you may know how you -

ought 10 conduct yourself in-the
house of God, which 1s the
- church of the fiving God "~
“In:speaking of the local congre-
gations collectively — not as one
general Body, but as the total of
all local . congregation§ — the
Bible name is “the chlrches of

Gdd.” Here are the final three

verses: .
,10) I Corinthians 11:46: "We

}}avc\no such custom, nor do the'
“‘churches of God.”

11) I Thessalonians 2-14: "For

- you, brethren, became imitators

of the churches of God which are
» in Judea in Christ Jesus.”
12) I} Thessalonians }:4: “So
that we -ourselves boast of you
among the  churches of

“The /

-
?

\

God 4
* These verses prove the n f

the true Church. Denominations
not bearing this name could ot
be God's true Church. And of all
the churches that do bear the
name, only one could, be the true
Church of God — thatfone that
obeys all the commandments” of

‘ God and maintains the faith de-

repeats the.statement he made to * livered onc for all time. All Bth-

the Corinthians: “1 persecuted
the church of ®od.™

Nowhere is the true Church
calle af],er the. name of some
maff§r doctrine. _ .

Wtlere on¢ specific local con-
g®pation is mentioned, the true
Church is called “the Church of
God,” oftén in connection with
thé place where thé. congregation
_was located. Here i&y{our more

passages:
6) } Corinthians 1:2: “The

ers are counterfeit, even though
some know about the true mname.

Since Christ is.the Head of-the
Church, Paul also called the var-
ious congregations “‘thg churches
of Christ” (Romans 1.
the actual name is “the Church

of God.” It is kept in the name of

- the ‘Father (John 17:11):

For more m!ormatxon on
where God’s true Church is to-
day, request our free booklet
Where Is the True Church? ©

Februafy 1986 13
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" family growing up, or your

- and Jesus Christ. are a Family!

’

/.

Mlllzons fazl to realize
" Jthat God is a Family!
Understandmg God's
Family can help your
Jamily enjoy more
Jhappiness, unity and
productivity,

By George M Kackois
he perfect family —

. does it exist?
P Your first impulsc
might be to consider your own

present famidy with all its hu-

man imperfections, and your

answer probably 1s, “"Abso-
lutely not!”

But !? that triue_\".’ Areall favmiug.'ﬂ_
flawed — imperfect? '

“. Ih the human realm, never yet
has there'been the “perfect” mar-
riage with: perfect parents ﬂ‘or per-
fect children.

But Thereis a perfect family — a
family that has sct the example and
is a mode! for our human famll) re-
lationships as husbands wives, par-

ents and children .

The rwo greal Beings who 'con-
trol the universe, God the Father

-InGenesis 1:1 the Hebrew word
translatéd "God™ is £fohim. which °
isapluralnoun or name. As the En- -
glish word Samily implies more
than one persany, so the’Hebrew
'word Elohim qeans.more than
one. “'In the beginning Gods cre-
ated the hca\\ens and the earth”

Presently the God Family consists’
of two members — (Giod the Father
and Jesus Christ-the Son.

It'is thisvery Family of God into

* which (fue’'Christians will be born

at thereturnof Jesus Christ. (Ifyou

SN e e T e e e e s, T Y S, N, S By

.. would be'a beélter translatidn. - '

\

- sus Christ set a perfect example of

have not airepdy done so;send tm-

medidxely for a free copy of Editor->
in-Chief Herbert W. Armstrong’s
eye-opening book The Jncredtble
Human Potential.} .

Togelher God the Father and Je-

14 The GOOD NEWS
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happy, productive family life. Je-
sus said of God the Father that we
should strive to become * pcrfcu
justasyour Fatherin heaven is

fect” (Matthew 5:48). And of their

pe?sona.l relationship, Jesussaxd jl~ )
~and My Father are one’

(John
10:30).

~ They have proven through eter-

. .
v

nity that their way of llvmg really
works. h)llomng their eXample '
will‘'work for yoy. 100- ’
at what every family
: il'_t”? (_‘wp'craléon‘.’ Ha‘pf ’

- .

ing of belonging.angopportiqities
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for growth and accgmphshmcnt —

afamily thagisan oasis of loveand a™-

haven of peace?
The God Family wants that for

. ehce what they experience, savor
what they savor. )

. - But do you? Are you enjoying a
richly sglisfying family life, or is it

°

Ll

-, marred by conflict and unhappi: -

gether?

. they should
" aours

. Jives of their future Family mem-

“you. They want your physi¢al fam- -
ily toenjoy what they enjoy, experi- -

o

v

.

ness, punctuated by tensions and ’

frustrations?

Be honest. Allof us are victims of
fleshly weaknesses. Allof us fall far
short of God’s glory. But we can
rise above these wedknesses and do

a better job of hving. We can, that v
4> 1l we strive 1o follow the God

Family's perfect example of sue--

- cessful family Tiving.

Be united in.love

W hat unites God the Fatherand’
Jesus Christ? W hat binds them to-
The answer 1sarathersim-
ple-sounding ord tove! That is
the une bestpword to dgscribe what
God 15, The apostle John wroté,
“Grodis love " (1 John4.8). God and

C hrist have expressed that love by

first adhering to their own spiri-
tuak immutdble laws. They gave
those laws to mankind — the Ten
Commandments. Unfortunately,

“very tew humanps have really prac-
“ticed those laws as God and His Son
< practice them. -

Those lawy form the very basis
for their famx‘zy‘ relatonship. And
orm the basis for

The, family relationship
wuuldlhEannlcronlivmgnm'oniy

by the letter but by the spirit and.

principle of these laws. Constant
harmony would result.. '
;Living b\ God's. laws helps one
a!-w;xys be 1n a right atutude of ser-
vice and devotion to the family.
From the Gaog Farmuly that love ra-
diates beyond thém. wuching the

bers — hwmans who are destinedsto

" “be born into the God Family.

But what about your family? Isit

* united By the same type of love as

" God's Family? Or'is it msxca;:l di-
vided by strife, indifference and re-
sentment”? i
‘Selfishness can sirangle your
family,. quenching harmony and
happiness. Hostile words. seething
anger‘and refusal to address prob-
lem areas can gash deep wounds
that are painful and slow 10 heal.
Family {ife doesn’t have to be
this way. Husbands, wives and chil-

¢ drencanbe liberatéd fromthecruel

bordage of sseifishness to experi-
~encathe freedom of’ godly fove -—a

8 8

duced by obedience to the God
Family’s laws. _ ‘
ou need to begin to apply the

. ptinciples of these laws! It may

sound easy, butl sometimes it’s not.
1tmay take far more cffort than you
imagined. Butitcanbe done. Andit

will produce results.

’

¢ .

+ Take time 10 evaluate how you

_ relate to other family members.

Ask yourself how important they

w are to you. Then analyze how you

can bettergxpress that importance

by showmg a positive; outgomg
concern - by your actions!

Be specific. Do you really iry to
understand their physical, spiritual
and cmguunal needs? How much
are you willing to sacnﬁce\ for
them? Are you willing 10 turn off

thetelevision .otalk with'your chil- ]
dren? Are you willing ® set aside *
your personal plans 1o take the fam- .

ily somewhere they want to go?
Look deeply into how you'relate

" tp your mate and to your children.

* problem

Do you find anything mir.sing"
Areathere arcas that need i :rr.provc—
ment? Sipce none of us is Perfect,
there are always many flaws to cor-
rect. The troubje is, many {amilies
never get around to even analyzing
what the problems are — much less
setting goals to correct them.

Maybe you have beern trying
hard to improve. Yet despite your

bestVintentipns you probably stilf

fall short. But-at least do some-
thing. It dogs no good to sit there.
Good ingi??ions never solbed a

better than no progress at all.

Who’s in ci‘large?

One of the most important rea-
sons for the success of God’s Fam-
ily is the undgrstanding of govern-
ment — who's chargc arotnd
here.

Durmg His canh!y ministry Je-
sus said: *'I can of Myself.do noth-
ing. As | hear, fJudge and My
judgmenl 1srighteous, becausc [ do

- notseek My éwn will but the will of

the Father who sent Mc¢™ (John
5:30). He later said. in John 14:28,

thdl His Father was clearly greater
than He. That is, greater in author-
ity. It is the Father who makes the 3
final dcc1snons regulating the ruler-
ship of thc universe and the plan of

ow Y

_nebmary 1886 15

c .

nd a little progress is
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salvation. Through this system
of government, the God Family
mainta‘ns hargony. It has never
failed them, because the Father.
always exercises loving authority
and the Son responds wnh wnllmg
submission.

Authorityis alsoneccssary inour

. humian families to ensure goals are

accomplished and harmony pre-
vails. God Himself has structured*
leadership into the family.  The
apostle Paul wrote about the famuly
structure: “For the husband is head
ofthe wife, as also Christ is head of
the church; and He is the Savior of
the body™ (Ephesians 5:23). And
he added, ““Children, obey your
parents in the Lord, for this is
right”” {Ephesians 6:1). ’ .
Theonly way tohave asuccessfil -
family is to apply the laws God re-
veals. ‘Jesus set the example.. Hc
cbey:d His Father. ’
"Have you grown to accept the re-

" sponsibility and authority of the .

family structike as God designed
it? Millions in this modern age .
haven't. -
Asahusband arc you using your .
position as head of the household to’

ES

“serve the bestinterests of your fam-

ily? Orare you adictatanal iyrant?
Or, on'the other hand, have you ab-
dicated your responsibility to be a
loving head of. the family — not
leading in the dccmons that must
be made?

Lét's face it -Many husbands and
fathers fail to properly exercise lov-
ingauthority by either ignoring the -
family’s n eds oY by mdulgmg
themselves.

Do those of you who are wives
wxlhngly submit to your-husband’s
place as head of the famity.? Do you
support his decisions or try to gel
your own way? Rebellion or even.
subtle manipulation is wrong .nd

" must be ayoided to hdve a happy

family. .
The key, once again. ‘is 1o prac- -
tice God’s government’ He is the

-author of family lifeand famaly law-
- There is only one way 10 succeed.

and that s to follow the Mdkcr s m-
struction manual. ’

Children should be taught from.
infancy to recognize and willingly
submit to parental authority If
that authority reflects thc love and

" concern of God, they will lcarn the -

The GOOD NEWS
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* Live the truth

«

" value of loving parents and be able

to be loving parents when they
marry and have their own families.
Through loving authority and

- willing submission. your family can

have happiness and harmony. ¢
) W

Truthisan lmportam element in
the God Family. It guides the
thinking of God and Christ and de-
termines their actions. As David
said in.Psdlm 33.4, " For the word of
Jthelordis nghl and all His work is
“done.in truth.”

W hat does u—é(h producc"

Much

Total honcsxy Rightmotivalion.
Correct ideas So much more. All

of-these-then build trust, ensure °

unity and produce success.
As a family you nced to rise
above deception, false values and

 wrong beliefs. Reach for the truth
that will.end arguments, prevent

hypocrisy and build trust.
Unfortunately. in some families
the truthis cast aside and trampled

underfoot by >clf-J,usuﬁcéndn. .
. tht atragedy toscc a family torn

apart by strife, unable 1o heal llSﬁif

g Toge{her God the Father and Jesus
. Christ set a perfect example of .
* happy, productive family life. Followmg
their example will work for you. too.

because family members clkg to
distorted views of themselves.

Jesus tells us that such strife can

be eliminated: "If youabide.in My

sword, you are My disciples indeed.

And you shall kngw the truth, and

the truth shallgnake:you free™
(John 8-31-32). B !
If we go to God's Wérd for our |

standard and beliefs, thenimprove-
ments i our attitudes and actions
can be made. Blessings will result.

Share feelings and
experiences .

God the Father and Jesus Christ
enjoy being together. They enjoy

daing things together and talking

together.

Together they have been work-
ing on their/plan of salvation.
Throughour history they have
shared tnals. joysand hopesindeal-

ing with humanity Before the -

Floud they cxpenemc& the pain of
‘a whole society that departed from
God’'s way soseverely that they.had

to destroy the world that then was.

Inthe future they willrejoice at the
birth of nullions. then billions, into

T

their great Family. You will aiso

~
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have joys and sorrows in your own
family. But if you constantly strive
toimprove your relationship. tolive
by the laws of God's Family. vour
joys will far outnumber your sor-
FOWS, yOur >uccesses outnumber
your failures -and your ldughlcr
Oulwcngh your tears.

| hare your CKPCI'ICI'N,CS as
{ fdmnl\ y will find v your motiva-
tion and dedire to spend even more

. g time together will increase. Your
“ 2 horizons will expand. Your person-
% alitics will improve. You will build

‘better character.

come joytul experiences. There is
enormous puwer in the words you
speak L. earn 10 speak.with positive

cand cniticism,
. Examine yourself ﬁrsl LOok at
the fruid of your own conversa-
. Wons Are they efiminating prob-
.‘4‘ lems Uf enlargin
* s .
© comveyng vaJugble knowledge or
“worthléss gussip? Are they draw-
lng‘\uu closer 1ogether as a family

area of family life.™

.

"Family conversations will be- .

conviclion Avoid negative tones

them? Are they-

-or bcpdrdltﬂg vou )
r" . Lun\_chahup is'the key tounder--
. 's&gndiri caclt othgr. God and
Christ h o LOI“H}UI‘HLQ‘ ‘
tion — see w hy n do ébout
following their ex: pl thisvital

Both God the Palller anci Jesus_
Chns,! are dlllgem workers In de«z

Strive to improve! Your, joys will
far outnumber your sorrows, your successes
. outnumber your failures and your

N * layghter outweigh your tears.

s&,ribing that quality, Je¥us said,
*My Father has been workmguntll
now. and ! have been working™
(John S 17). Though they are ac- .
tive in many different roles, thcy
each have specific areas of service.
The Father. for example, answess -
our pravers {(John 16 2".,JcsurT
our kntercessor (Hebre 5> 7:25)7-
Through teamwork L2y cooper-
ate with cach other tom:~ the broad ~
expanse of the univers.. . and serve
millions of spiritual and-physical
beings The fruits - the bcaq{'y of
Gud’s creation and His awesdme

- plan of salvation —- are incredible.

Teamwork. .not' competition,-
should prevail in every family.’

* Each family member has different
- talents and phoclivities. "Each:

.

should use them in hisown unigue -
way.'with individual effort, but
withinthe ffamewoTk and purpose
of the team ]
This1sone reason God has pla
government 1n the fdﬂﬂll\ E:§
member-must work logclber f
the common goed while fulfilling -
lndnsdua respongibilities
" Asleaders of the team. husbands
are reyponsible 1o be the, primary’

provider for phe’tamuly " This-re-
sponsibility & nyt only 1o provide
physical.ng essities. but alse in-

chudes trfining. teaching and
sproviding spiritual guidance.
s \A ives and moxhers;onmbu!cas -

N ]

homemakers. a task that requires
dedication, education and ‘hard
work. In sbme cases she miust sup-
" plement the family income. But at
all times her goal is to provide love
and care for her family. The high
standards of a wife and mother are
best described in Proverbs 31.
£ hildren must understand their
pdrts in family life. Obgdience to -
parents and family values con-
tributes to the well-being of the
- family. Bit that does not just hap-
pen. Teaching. time and examp|
all contribute to a chi}d’s under-

standing and willingness to obgy.—~.n

Just as much as the parents, chil-
dren are vesponsible for bringing
happiness to the family.

Reap the rewan:s

« What do 4il these prmcnplm —
godl) Io»c famni) government.

producc*' The beaut:ful thread that
should pass through and tightly’
bind the fabric of evcr) famll) —
the thread of unity

Yes, unity — that wondcrfu

_quality that holds us mgelher in
hArd times and brings us joy in
good times. 1t binds us with a com-

/ ‘mon purpose. but permits us o rec-
ognize our indwvitluality 1 pro-
vides-us an isiand of rest in a sea of
instability |

Isn't thls what we all want?
Aren't thesc the qualitics thdl en-
rich life. bringing joy’ and happi-
ness? As David said. "Behold. how
_ good and how pleasant 1t is for
‘brethren 1o gwell lugclhcr in
unity!" (Psalm 133 1)

You can have these qualmeg-
Mas be not all dl%ﬂ_&c But'you can
start now to dev€iop'them- They
will produce good frunts If you're

- gired of fanmiily frustrations. fights,
and faitures. heed the words of Je-
sus Christ “Come to Me; all you

‘who labor and are hcan ladeni.and -
“(Matthew . _

T wall give you rest’
11:28). : v
- God's Famii\ has set the exam-
ple. Exgmine s qualities — see

_how you can apply them. in your "

own famly.life Then ask God your
Father for the, strength and guid-
ance tv become a family like His
Famuly. - -

You willfulfill the very purposc
for your exist “nce!

’
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“Who or What is the
Prophetic Beast?”

I am so thankfu! to receive the Good
News and Plain Truth magazines. They
are always interesting and informative.

While reading in my Bible, I became
interested in the seventh and eighth
chapters of the book of Daniel. ! was
trying to analyze to whem or 10 what
countries Daniel's dream referred.

When the October-November issue of
The Good News arrived, ‘my prayer was
answered'

Herbert W_ AWnstrong's series “Who
or What Is the Propheiic Beast”” will be .
read with great interest.

Mavurice M Meyer
San Dicge. Calif.

13

Mr. Armstrong, | believe you are - -

" spired to write whatever you wrne. |
. appreciate your letters and look forward

to receiving cach ‘onc of them

Teday | was reading The Goud News
and | studied the article “Who or What
Is the Prophetic Beast?” | can’t want for

next month's issue. You make things so ' °

plain and understandable.

. Beatrice Wirick

East Dundee. fil.

“Are You Wiilkng
to Change?”’

I would like to thank you for the
booklets I received from you as weli a5
the first. copy of the Good News
magagine. The articles in it are quile
stronger than in the Plain Truth
magazine. but still interesting and

.. straightforward. All your articles and

booklets arc written in casy-to-under-
stand ianguage and it all seems so plain,
reading it and then comparing it with the
Bible.

There can’t be any doubt !haﬁ you are
rcprcscmmg the true Church in this.ter- -

_ rible religious confusion arcund us today.

I especially liked the drticle by Roder-
ick C. Meredith,: “Are You Willing 1o
Change:'.’"/ {October-November) 1 am
willing to* change even in the face of
oppommn as | am getting it frcm my
own family. .
*Edgar J."Falkensiein -

San Antenio, Tex.

I ave learned many sRocking truths
through your publicatiens. | have just
begun to understand what | should do
with what 1 am learning. The asticle
“Are You Willing to Change®” really -
opened my eves. | feel as though the

- West Monroe, La.

The articles in the (yér-\?member

issue, such as “Are“You Willing to
Change?™. “Rc;e'oc inGod's Sabbath!",
“Minis!mﬂ) Are You Passing God's
Tes1?” and “Prove All Things: The
Chnstiar Calling™ have opened my mind
and | see now how "aisc these churchu
are

My life 1s changing now and I would
reccmmend these articles 1o everyone
who feels that his or her life is being
calied by Christ_and who wants to know

which day 10 keep the Sabbath. '

© Jackic Adams

Athens,. Ala.

Halloween

M» mother and | just received the
first 1ssue of -The Good News. The article
on Halloween (October-November) was
very informative

f know a lot of Chnisuans who let their
‘children celebraie that hohday. and I'm
gomng iv ask the pagior if he’ll do a

S
scimon on the dangers of ransforibag -
pagan practices into Christian holidzis.

1 don ¢ think God 1 pleased whén His
poople dress up as demons and go beg-
‘ging frum house 10 house, or wherf they
attend “Easter sunrise services” that are
pauergcd after pagsm sun- worshlp
rites.

ful maganine.
Laots V. Kobb
. Polk. Ohio

“Last Groul Day
I really want to compliment the indi-

.vidual writers of the Good News

#magazine for their wonderful and edify-

ing literature that 1s made avaliable to

me and the world at large © - -
Thank vcu so much for makings me
more familias with the Holy Bible's con-
tent and meaning
A special thanks to Clayton D, Slacp H
article erfutigd “The Last Day, That

- Great Day” (September} M s one of the

most mind-opemng pwou of literature
I've ever read

It's so simple and cxplsru in pature
that any unprejudiced mind could under-
stand God's piar for the vast.-amount of
Lunsaved.sculs from the pasl the prmnl

Thank you for’ publishing 5mch 2 help-

and the future Keeping the Last Great
Day Feast refiects the dtue manifestation
of God s p‘ "o' pmlua. 'odcmpuon f

Neants. God s !rul\ “ovmg and fu!;

Cari T ]
Georgetown, Guyana

Prisoner writes .

I am presently incarcerated in the
Texas Department of Correction and |
became iz'}sjr'csled In your material
threugh a fveénd of mine. You sce., | had
lost cpriact with the ocutside world and
one night at mail call. | sand “When am
I going 1o get some mail?” So in your
June-July 1ssuc of \The FO()d News there
was' a stamped envelope to 1t and this
friend of minc said. "Here, send this
off.” so | did. During this time | was
confused, londly and very bitter with
hatred.

After T received The Goad News, |
read if and*enjoyed 1 verd much. for it
opened my eves 1o lots of things. jnclud-
ing the Bible. T feel at peace with myself
nrow and | am coming to accept God
more

Thank you very much- You keep up
the good work. apd | pray that you will
“be arcund for 2 long ume to come.

Dewitt A Hankins
. Rosharon, Tex.

N

Wise idsights :

I thank God for sour sp:rnuaﬂ!) wise
insights- into His Word' | am a sub-
scriber 10 yuur magazines The Plain
Truth, The Good News. Youth 86 and
other hterature. all of which | ther-
oughly erjoy from. cover to cover. and
am eageriy awaing lhe aext issues of -
your publications

They are mformauve. interesting, 1m-
pressive. stimulating. eaciting «anG chal-

. lenging. as 1s the Bible when one has the .
B pmper pe:oepuon

* Before | began reading )our phbllm-’ff
tions. | was sceking meaning and: purpose _
in my lfe from many vaned persqns,
organizations and publicauons. which
were futile Ther one day you put ine on
the right track | reccived and read The
Piain, Truzh/ whlch led me’to read my

-

- Bible

1 appreciate bcmg led from daxknass
to the light! No longer do | feel like an
outsider lovking in, but & part of God’s

- great plaa! -

-Joseph Hoyle +4
- East St Louis. Hi.
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t R here was not
: the slightest
doubt in my
mind.- about- the
rightness of what |
was doing. )

And yet, there 1
was. breaking the
law and in troubie
with the police!

All 1 wanted was a
few pieces of chrome
trim for my car. 1 had
- paid my admission fee
: to get into the automo-
1 ~zhile junkyard.
1 Once inside. it was

up to me tc wander,

- screwdriver and pliers

: in hand. through row
after row of wrecked
cags. Upon locating the
parts | wanted. | had

only to remove them
-, and pay for them at

: the exit.

. I didn't know that
balf of the yard be-
longed to'the police de-
partment and that. the
vehicles there were off
limits to lhc public.
Oh. the area was cor-

- doned off by a fence,
all right, But. the. gate
was wide open and, I

" didn't see the “Stay
Out’ signs.

. So my conscience was pert
fectly clear. And it yas obvio

R } to me that my chance
' the parts: 1 wanj were far
: greater in this sccijon, where the

" they had bef'n thorohghly ‘picked
ovT already.- .

.as. | penetrated into the resrcted
ohe, why it was so deserted and

“‘all the‘other cusfomers contenled
themselves with the junk 4 the
othey section. Oh, well, no me
1o worry about that. .

| assumed liwas right

‘ 4 ~ would have the trim Il neceded.
. . . My concentration was only partly

ﬁnding )

i did vaguely .wonder. though,_

1 began 1o look in earnest for -
an automobile like mine that

By Clayten D Steep
3

interrupted whenl voice over a
loudspeaker boomed, Wil the
man 1n the blue jacke: pledse re-
turn to the pubﬂu area?

Silerce ovnce "more, and my
search continued. “Will the man
in -the blue jacket icave the re-
stricted .zone’!”" the loudspeaker

4 few seconds latdr wi\h added -

" blared.' The demand u&\qpeazcd

_volumc and force.

"What a pity.” | said 16 my- .
sell- "I's too. bad that trouble- .
er cafi't codperate with the
uthoritigs® ;:md abldé by the
rules . 2
“You in (hé bjue jacket! Get
out- of ghere!” 4heé voice thun-
dered While thesé words were
still hanging 1n the air. a guard.
ppeased several dozen yards in
ront of me and motioned for me

- some oxhcr

to turn around andy
" leave — fast!

Who, meY .

Suddenly \I saw the &
picture ‘all 1o clearly. -
I was the reprobate m"'.
the blue jacket. I wab .
the “troublemaker.” 1
had s0 much assumed’|
was right that 1 had
not becn receptive-to
even a suggestion that
I was wrong.

With considerabie
embarrassment. and
realizing that by now /
many eyes were watch-

_ings@e. | quickly back-
trackd and lost myself
amidst Mg wrecks in
the other sgction of the .
junkyard.

The uldn;, ,
men Ry

.71 had just hastily
‘gotfen on a plane in
Europe and. out of
breath, settig# back in
my seat Fu prepara-
uons for takeoff were
under way when-a
voice with a broken ac-
- cent came over ‘the
pubhc address system:
“**Mr  Clayton from
Milwaukee, U.S. A,
- please contact a flight
©, attendant.”
_Isn’t that interest-
ing, | thought. someone on this
very pianc way over here in Eu-. .
rope from Milwaukee, my birth-
place, and with part of my namé,. .
What a coincidence Small world!
The request was repeated sev-
eral umes. How many. [ don't
know. I didn’t pay any further.

‘attention | Why shouid 17 After

all, my surnamne wasnit Clayton
and it had been many jears since
I had lived in pilwaukee.
Anywgy. the pig was .about
to leave_and I wgl” busy. lookmgg
for my passport It had beeh unh
nems | carried ™ an .
board. Now it was gone. 3 !
I unbuckled m) seat belt and
got down to look under my seat.
A passenger across the asie no-
ticed upal I was doing and ask
me if 1 wds looking f«}t)"a

19
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passport. He had found one and
given it to a crew member.

I lost no time in getting the
attention, of a flight attendant,
who ran up to the front as the

plarie’s engines wererevving. Ina’

few moments several crew mem-
bers, including the capiain. came
back to my seat.

- This was suddenly a major in-
cidcm. because by now the

passport had been handed out of,

the plane to be taken to the air-
“line’s office. Now the capiain
would  have to fadio the tower
and request that the p&ap&)rl#
intercepted and sent back v tHe
piane. which
delay the flight.

He asked in broken English,
his facei flyshed with rage.
why | hadn’t responded to the
announcements.

Who, me? =~ - i

What could 1.say? How could

ould. of course.

I explain in another language to
the angry crew. memberé -and pds-

sengers staring at _me that my
name was not “Clayion™ and yet
at the same Ume it was. that 1|
was not now “from Milwaukee”
and yet technically | was? Oh.
why - hadr™t 1 a1 least checked
with a flight attendant just on the

outside chance that / was the one -

being addressed?
‘Hear — and apply

. In both of these instances, 1 -

just did .not see how the words
spoken applied to me. In the spirs
itual realm;

It is not sufficient just to have
cars to hear. One must hear!
What about the words Herbert

- W. Armstrong speaks on the

World Tomorrow program. ‘or

. the words, spoken in serimons
_from God s other ministers?,Or

what about the written words in.
the Bible or in Thé Good News?
Do they sink?in? Do you al!ow
them to apply to you?

JLet him who thinks he stands
fin other words, assumes. he 15
right] take heed lest. he fall™ (I
Corinthians 10: 12). It really is
possible, 'you know. that this
warning could appﬂy 10 you.

“Who, me?"

Yes, you! -

20 The GOOD NEWS ‘e

such a reaction could
- be dangerous (}pdeed.

4

/ .
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from. page 2
cleveriy DruriviInG people into
breaking God’s Ten Command-
ments And 11 imvolves a direct
connection with hulding a job —
enR4RINE 1N Dusiness —— ¢arning a
hiving »
Satan s clever — cunni ng — a
i decener He paims off counter-
feits. whioh 100k bhe the genuine!
Natusaliv ne woutd selétt the one
commandment o God that he
can vounlesie.t
- one 1N which by human reason”
ajone no man vould pee wheresit
wouid make any difference! He
would seiect the one that wouid

(oniinued

nai human mind!

He would not try -1o deceive
men on dolatry. profanity or on
stealing. iving. murder. adultery
— though he has led people Into
all of these.

But wWHAT commandment
could i1 be — what command-
ment alfecing & man’s job. or his
bu:*ness’

Therc.is only one po»mﬂc com-
mandment — the one regarded
by the largest number as the
“LEAST of the commandments
— &nd that is the Fourth Com—
" mandment. which says. “REMEM.
BER the sabbath day. to keep it
holy the seventh day is the
sabbath of the Lord thy God.”

Why sasints were martyred

No carnal mind gan seey ‘with-
out the special spiritual revelatidn

it makKes any difference \VHICH
day man observes

sznr: DID. Sw«umf ORIGI-
NATE? NBt with the church, but
with the -pagan religion of the

which the ancient pagans assem®
bded at suntise, faced the easy (as
* j.they do Easter Sunday mormng
today) and worshlped the rising
SLN. .

It was (,‘-ons&amme cmpcror of
“ibe Roman Emplrc( not. & pope,
who made Sunpay the official
“so-called “Christian day . of rest.”
But it wds enforced — people

were caused 10 accept it univer-

with a >Lb>wute -

scem of least amportance o the -

of God through His Word,-where

Roman EmPiRE! 1t is the day on

-~

- [ .
-
£

sally —- by the cHyrCH! It was
for obeving God's FoLrTH Com-
andment — keeping the_Sab-

" bath — that millions of saints.
‘were pul to death. The local
Council of Laodicea. about A.D.
363. passed this decree: “Chris-
tians must not Judaize by resting ’
on the Sabbalh. but must work

on thal day. restiffig rather on
Sunday But. if any be found to
be Judaizing. ler th de-

. eny be
clared anathema /'rurr”&grﬂzs! "
. The church couwsed th S5 be
’ jk‘l_.ez:é W hen the church branded
- ong /"‘ma'u‘i}cma" {2 hereuc), the
state pohide of the empire began
tortuningr him  Unless he re-
canted. he was torured unti he
diedt |
. 'Laws became s0 strict no man
could hold a jeb. or cngage in
business. unless he worked on
+Saturday and rested on Sunday.
And the-world1s now so geared
that it 1» almost impussible for
one 10 “buy or sell” except he
receive this MARK OF THE BEAST!
This 15 the QNLY COMMAND-
MENT that was altered by the Ro-
man Empire! In Damel 7 25 we
read the praphecy of this BEAST
. and the little horn (the politcal
government of the church) nising
up. which was to think to
CHANGE “times and laws.” That
is. think towchange God's t aw in
‘respect o TIME — the ume for
the Sabbath! -

What is a diwgrk, gnyway?

7 Now what 152 matk? In Blblc
usage it is virteally synonymous
‘wit_h 2 “sign.” and in one or two
" places -used interchangeably.
- There is.merely this difference:
A mark is a brand of identifica-
tion, forced on one’ Cattle raisers
- put by.force their mark on their
cattle — their brand. A sign'is
also a badge of IDENTITY. but one
voluntarily accepted and used. A
druggist hangs a sign in front of
his store It may say. “JoNES a

Co. DruGs.™ It idemifies.
tells what kind of store, and whc.‘.
bwns it

‘Now the bce.sl in g&socialion
with the church, used FORCE to
brand the Western world with
their MaRk. Those who obeycd
God and kept His Sabbath were

x .,
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muartyred.
“buy or sell”

But God dovs 1ot forco any-
oie, God lots o8 make our own
deuiston ubout oboylng Him, ave
vopting Chrlst and besoming Hhw
obedlent” children,

BBt Iy the Sabbath God's NiGN
that we are Chelstions, bolonging

to d1im?

' Yon, indéed!

God's BIGN

It wie gfter God hiad made,”
und vatified, the covenmit with
That Old Covenunty of
vourne, wid for Hiplted durafion
nd i now roplaced with the
New. But any covenant made af*
ter 1t hadbeen made and ratified
by blood wus no part n/ that Oid

Isrugl,

Covenant.

1t was 40 days after that vlfl
~vaton that God made u new, sep-
urate, different ‘covenant botwedn
Himoll and all who should be  of the .
s people, 1o last’ forever,
wis o lemporary covenant, but
for all generations, FOREVER:
Qs found i Exodus 310210
“And the Lord spake unto .
Muaises, suying .. .
wATHS yo shall keep: for I ds a
betweon
throughout your m-»wmrlun,\
‘These penerations’ of Israc
wi are dsradl (oo our free book
The United States und Beitain in,
are still going onl .
Now wiv is it asign? Does it
ILNTIEY God 1o us?,
‘fdentify us s HISY "
may know that |- w the Lord
that; doth sanétity you*-
. Gt the ppwerful rivenning of
' those. wardst
TNt b 81N, That we miy KNow
that. the biternul 4 the true God ™ -
It Tdentities who God, is. How? «
‘Notlve verse

BIGN

Prophecy)

SIGN ..

They :worg nnable to

Vorily MY. SAB.

Vs vitnis o
:for i six days the Lord
" made: huwun ond. curell, apd on
the séventh duy he pesteds and

- was rofreyhed ¥
1t Is thomoniorinl of God's rest

‘ * frédm ‘CREATION. Always, ih all’
- purts of the Bible,
Himselt o4 Cm'M(m How c¢un
we dmtmgumh who. i the TRUE -
God from ali the false gods? The
true God created cverythlng that'
is, uwludlng everything pco_ple

“God {dentities

'y .

huve lunmd inw'l{\lw gl’xlr und
wornhiped. :

Somo wolshipod the sup, But
the Etersal, the trug Gy ore-
nted the sun, and rules it, Some
worship ldobs sarved out ol stone,””
or wood, 'or mar ble. Bul the true
~God- ‘I’hllt‘ll ‘that from whfuh
they were e, and évon ihie
' J human beings who made them,

¥

“The Sablih is Gooy Sabbuth,

nyt the Jewish Sabbath, Nover:
does the Bible call it the “Jowlsh
Subbigh 1 adentifios Gy
*the ¢ "ll\lh()" T e
The Subbuth wan made 101
MAN. S0 sakd Jesun (Murk 2:27).
[C was mnde WHEN map > was
made  (Genosiy '.’,;qﬁ!)\, It was
“MADE and it was Christ, the
Yahweh or Eternal,"who tynderit!
Therctore Hio i thé Tord:of the
Sabbathi ‘
A wis made 1o keep man in the
true knowledge of the IDENTITY
trug Gigd, to keep him
‘I'his
that every nation who did Nort
keep , God's . Sabbuth worsfiped
fulse gmln. uml dud not know .why.
the veue God was! Whon Isriiel
quit keeping Giod's Suhhulll. ‘They
werl inm idolinry (I*,mkhal 20:5,
Fleld, 1120 .
T was o SABRA T BREAKING
(nun SENT BOTH ISRARL AND .lu
AN INTO S1EAVERY! '
But baek 1o Exodus 31:17- IH
m Js the S1uN by which Wi,

und - yuu :

Does . it
'Fhat ye

Gob. We BliioNG to whom we
“obey - - yo we read in Rogums! It
+ 8 the sigh by which we know:He

tliy you.' - e
To sanctily I8 to set apart for
spifitial ‘use. The SABBATH sets
otie et frdn the. world, and
wlwirys did y - uy OBEYING und
bwlonghm ‘To"tian,
“Clan you tiik ol ANY luA*iUN

dabbuth, except (o oBry Gool

p Would itny mndely hunian cis-

tom and dnvite pusuuliun, und
b set apurt iy difTerent, through
~human reason - Could aiiy
be a Subbuth keeper? Img Sai.

God's pedple, we huve - soen
ubove, ure Identified ay:thidy who'
KEEP THE COMMANDMLN'IS ’lhe

N I

huln-ltlulnnyl And, history proves

are identified pa belonging, lu_ )

“is the FrrRNAL *that duth BRpCETT

wlw anyone would Evir keep the . seved by

Ih"lET7 Tris-

BATIH IDENT]Y I Gon's, I’LOI’LLY -

o
.

wn'rld ncknowlodges wll the vthes

~uine “commupndimonts, ‘The- unlyv
ong the world rojects s the
“fourth, The Only one that-yets ong
“upprt. from . the world — that
TNl one wy, bqlmming m
Gob - thy v g HIGN ol God —
TRUTE \mmwn

Notldo, verg 16, lg in n “I'lﬂ
PETUAL COVENANT. It B8 a
UMNANH d¥T no purt of the

<Old Covenint s~ no part of the,

luw of Mones! Tt wis mnde with
srnel after wll fhese, und v n
soparnte, and pvrpc'lual
“CUVENANT,

Notico vorse: 1“1t Is n SION
htwedit me und the ohildren of
Isrnol roR v ‘There l} il It
I8 0 COVENANT, Tt I8 rorivim!

When given to physical, fleshy
born farael, this covenggt pun-
ished by death- aiy brenking of -

- the SIGN, Today, since the vad=
ministration of the death penalty
by the Levites and judges iy, not
being done (V1 Corinthians  3:7-
8), m.}d since all believers, in all ©
muim 5, whether Tsraelite or goi

e, arg praftod into spirituad 1s- 1

" raal (Ronpuis 11:24), the willful*
, velusal 1o keep this sign Is pune

- ishable by dewth - the séiond
*death, Ve that desplsed Moses®”
©law died w}lhnul meorcy ' -under
two “or three witnesses: of  how
“much sorer punishment, suppose
yo, shall he e thoughy worthy,
wlm hath trotdens uiger foot the
" Son of (j;m‘. .1 (Hebrews
10:28-29)

Right haihd and in t‘orchgqq

—Ciod-snys the pcnnitrmr HIN 18
DEATI! Sin iy 1llm transgrossion of
. the Taw. 1f we|break only.this one
commandient,. we are gullty
The penalty- i"‘uLAm! )

The Romgn chyrel cuused
peoplé to redeive the MARK of
pagun RAMp | the Sunday ob-
piguan Roinan Em-
- pire o
ubudiumg “DEATH]

JFifty millhh or 1ore were.put

4

. Afhe pumlty for dls- '

ey

e

‘o demh g; suys history..

I Y"&Uﬁﬁmnﬂicm
the world wﬂl not uceept in’ its
MIND: (foreliéad) . and oBry (by
"' work, ar rest, with the HAND), It
iu tl;c ONLY comunandinent that
o.an ..dintlnguiuh between thoso

Fabruary 1986 21
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who\hnv the MARK of\the nsAsT,
or the slun or Gob,

Now the book of Revelution is
wrifton mostly in symhols. The
ilght hand uympoliica wo? or
labor - - the forchend, the intel
leot or mind. it haw to do’ with
whit wo mavi,, in the mind,
nid whethier wo onmly, with the
hund.

fiow about Gobs SIoNt It
wlso was received in the fure
head, and the hand! '

Reganrding one of God's annual
" Subbathy, we read: "It shall be
for & $1IGN unto thee upon thine
hand, and for o memorinl  be-
tween thine eyes [forohend ], sdint
thy Lord's 1.Aw may be in thy
mouth” (Exodus 13; ‘))

Deutgronomy .61, 6-8: “Now
theso are the (UMMANI)
MUNTS ¢. . and these words,
whioh L cumnnmd thuee 1his day,
shutl be' in thine hewrt .. cund
thou shalt bind them for 4 S1GN
upon thine hand, and they shall
“be i frofitlots between thine
eyes.” .

Deuterondiny lI:IB: *There
fore shall yo luy up these my
wordys {n your heart und in your
sotl, and bind them [Or 10 SN
~upon your hand, that they inay

be " as Irunllum hclwcu\ your
“eyes

Also spe l’mvcllm 7.2
Revelation. Py, i l.

There s ‘absolute . Provf! Yes,
the truth is very, pluig),

The Siabbath is God's hIUN.
standing; more than any com-
mandmens, for OBEDIENCE, It
“was symbolicilty - “the—HAND-

and

o tand inCthe FOREVEAD, just as the
- MARK of the BEAS

SUNDAY L _oawan dn the flgm
HAND and 41 the )unllAn' )
L SUNDAY ubsefvince
mihs, New Year's, Fasteraeté, =
this ix-the MARK of. the BEAST,
" The church did-caase all under
vthw“lluly Ronmup Hmpire” o re-
-gejve this mark, dmmg lhc. Mld-"
ﬂ'iJ Apes. Not only wille active

" church pwml,)cm caused 19 ob:.

“buth, but it Becaine: 4 - “universal -
cystom so that -l the Western. -
world o repaidless of religious
connection. or ‘beliel - - accepted
Sunduy nnstcud ol bumrdny us.

e e GOOD NEWS

- Cheist], and judgment

the pupn

the weekly duy of . rest. It. hins

~ becowne universal in the, Western’

‘world except for Judaism, Idlam,.
u fow seots in Christinnity und
tlmrun!m)mnuvu few Whoi Clod
has culied out of this world uml :
into His true Church,”. . ,

Has the Roman church
stopped causing people to receive
this mark?

Just at presant she hag not thie
rOWHR o onforoe this mark on
overyons, But thcre.,wlll be u
#Uniged Statos of Buroey, - . a
union of 10 natdons. It 'will be u.
UNION ol church and state - and
the church once again will it
astride the BuAsT,

Now potice Danlel 7:21-22: 1

* beheld) and the, same horn [the

political goverhmont of the
church] made” war wllh the
saints, and provatled” against
them; wneil \he Ancieit of days
chme [NSecond, ¢ mulng of
s piven
to the suinty of the most High"

Yoew the MARK OF THE BEAST
once wpain will be enfyreed! No
one will be uble to hold u job oy
Lnynpc in business wulmut it.
CThose tefusing will bned ugain be
torturdgd und murtyred .« probae

“bly. by the secret polive of the

pohtical stare: but it llu. be- *
hest of the chibreh! '
Toduy, ‘Al NATIONS gre de-
ceived by “this paganisnt mase

yuegading: under the name
“Christanuy * Today,, Atherica,
Canads, Britmn , Israclitish na-
tHons, descende !mm the ancient .
so-called lost 10 tribes of 1srael
e m-mﬂlly* in lhe wuya of \h%:r
"BMHIUN ‘
God's” lusi warning is lllli
“COME Ot of “her, my people,

- that “ye “be not- partakers of het
Christe

sins, and  that ye recelve’ #ot of
‘ ‘I‘K SLAGUES" (Revelativn 18 4)1
If .you ure branded. by " this

"MARK, reje¢ting thie SIGN of Owd

in youi . forehead and hand, you
shall be tortuved by Cu)da

7 plagues” without nu,uy! Yes,

vou!.

- gerve Sunduysnitead-of- rh*“sutr*-“** Butif-you- vmrv(md i ymr

are wanhmg. praying without
* eeasing -~ you sKall be m.,wumt.d
- worthy to’ BsCAPE — and. comie .

_-under (ioxrs Pumncuon (Lukc

2 3())

S PP,

,({ :mmmml /mm pugr 9

doemons (verse 1), Ong such doo-
trine was “to abstain from fouds
which Gad Erouted to be received

believe und know the truth”
{verse 3). "

If we let the Bible lmcrnrel the
Bible, instend of using our own
intmpmmlmn, this scripture will
be cloir. Whint foods did
create W bo received? God ane
swers in | eviticus 11,

Such foud can be “réeeived
with thanksgiving by those who
belleve [God's instruction in be-
vitleus 11} and know the truth
|of Leviticus 111" Then such
food will be “sanctified [set apirt

the word of God [in Feviticus 11}
and prayer fof the ooe plving
thanks, that God has created it
for hyman- qud,{ (verses 4-9).
Paul ‘wiis: suyitiy in, 1 Timothy
4:1-5 that Some people would

ated ™ for \\unmu consumption,
which are listed in Leviticus 11,

This article startod  with the
apostle Peter and now it would lig
pood to end with him: Tle-said
that Chistians should be “Obedis
ent childron,
yourselves to the former lusty, as
in your ignorsneg; but as e who
called syou ds holy, you' alse be

Heis-written;
ln'ily" (1 Peter 1:1410). .
The anluu. that Peter
guoted here is found,in. Levitivus
S Ll dSpthe \huptu where God
fusiructs Mis people not to cat
unclean foods!. The part wbout be-
ing holy is sull true, und the Dart
about inilean fonds s, too.
My friend who thought he fol
luw;d Peter's example: n,ullyadnd
not. | have. wondered for many
Cyears since he died pmxmuuly

to his life il "he had: not_cuu.n
what God did not design
man fopd? What if he had really

“Followed Peter's uumplg aml
.““did not eal purk"?. e

teines of the Bible todctrines of

v with thavksgiving by those who -

Giod..

for o holy use apd purpose} by |

turp to demonic doctrines und ab-
stalp From those foods God cre !
L mnlnlmmg,,

holy in all yout conduet, beeause
“Be—holy;—lor—} L

L Wattd-he htwc wdded-more-years—

ar hu- -

A DETACH HERE &
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"The Christian Fight —

II()W Y()u (ulll Wm'

s o e

\

The Wurd of God tells bs that all who will
follow the Christian wiay of Jite will have to face
three deadly encmies, cac h ool which tends g
discourige us From overcoming, sin and develo
ing the charagter of God. These deadly toes lrll
come between us and God  They pul wedges
ito our minds that can grow, gradually separat-
iy us from the guidance and power ol God's
Holy Spirit and the fuith of Jesuy (\hml but
oily if we allow themy) to do so. ™

Ciod - sinys |hc“,,»€mum'u must be, \l steuted,
and He tells uvhnw o do itd \

1. Does the apastle Paul show thiere is effort
involved i living the, Chistian life - that
cteinnl life is worth tighting foy, so we do not
let it ship Mo cour prisp!? 1" Tumothy 6:12
11819, Whose "Nuhhu‘ wis Innulhy! i
Tiwothy 2:4-4.

2. Did Paul sluuilns!l) Mollow God's wuy of
litee  did he know, shordy belore his deinh,
that he had won the ¢ by xsn.m hgln’ 1 Timo-
thy 4:0.8.

3. Is the Christians w.umn: aguingt phygntnl
apiies, or is it 'ﬂ)llllllul wabfare? 11 Corinthi-
ans 10,34, Just whul Jsow (Iuhlhm o fight

-aguinst? Verse §,

The lirst, enemy. in the C Inwlmn 8 qhuly wirs,
lurc i hp.humun nature with ity unpodly char-,
m.wmnu. (Galatians $:19-21). Human- nature.,
Cibses uy to ratiofalize duullully (Jeremiah .

A17:9). 1 entjees-us_w sie T 1g break God's,
“gpititual law” which cuts us off from Him.
i nature can destroy us spiritually vuless we

" resistits wrong fimpulses, which leads to vin.

& What is the second deadly enemy of all
Chiistinns? Gidatians 4. Whit should a Chris-
“an's attitude Be towdfd this world's social
.order, with lts glitter, glamour; status-séeking”
“and alluring wppeal? |1 John 2:05-17. :

The apostle Jolin was ieferving to the society

sof "this world, s0 much of which 1+ built on and

tnativated by vanity, self- unlcrvducsu, lust nnd
gru,d

R .

spiritually
duuvud (Rchluuun 12 9). lhcy don't under-
stand how &’ many of the world’s ways sould be
‘wrong in Godls sight. Nevertheless, this world's
' ways du bombard € hrmmns wnlmuully wnh

—— e [ . r—

teuptations that can h.ud them uway from fol-
lowing Christ

8. Should Chyistinns strive 1o dvoig the evil
that is i the world? 11 Corinthians 6:14-18,
Revelation 184 Does this mean they should
move away frow populated areas? ol 17:15.
I8, especully verse 1S,

Christ's prayer in Jahin 17 shows that God
does not expect Christiuns 40 myve 1o the
mountains or deserts to escape the wourld'y dis-

tructions. Rather, tiey should stive (o be sep-

wrate spiritually and refuye to participate in thc
siny of the world.

8. What, or who, iy the llmd preat encmy of
every Christian? 1 Peter $:8-9. lan't Satup the
devil ultimatgly réspousible Tor‘insparing ail the
evil in this world? TE Corinthians 4.4, I'phesians

D20 # A e invisible vuler of s vaorld, i

he deceived the whole world? Revelatton |3 Y

Sutan the devil, formerly Khown as the
wrchange! Lucifer (saiah 14, l’#y bgekiel
28:14-17), becamie pervertedadn his thinkimg and
thus developed his evil noture, 'winch e has

bioadcust o hwmanity ever since. Adam and’
Eve. Humans have unsuspectingly acquired Snu_.

tan's nature, which we ¢l “haman sature.’

Notice how Paul deseribed this natural state of *

mind: “Ihe clenal nind is enmity against Cigd;
for it is not wb;u: 10 the” law of Ciod, nor
mdu.d cun be” (Romans, 8:.7).

_But onee. the Holy Spirit of God ix_added 1o

a person’s mind, he has access to thcl@pnnuul

“power o resist the attitudes of self-centered.
ness, lust, vanity angd hate that are spiritually -

broadeust 1o the mind by Satan,

~ No person is compelled o obey lh(‘ﬁ\ im-
ilses from SutunThet devil has no power to
oree anyone to - think dx‘du wrong! But the
ummpuuug uulmnumully do 30 without real-

izing what is taking place ig their minds. Most .

people just drift ajong, responding to emotions

and impulses that often. find “expression in !

‘feshly drives and vain ‘pursuits, .

| Thus - Satan, the>*pod _of this uge:” “the
Jprince of the power Of-the air” is actually
working “in” (Ephesjans 2,2) the minds of
unsuspecting people all over, the world. That is

’W‘hy lhu lllbh: duscribgs this wnrld m *“this
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present evil age” (Gulatians '1:4), and why 'the
world is so thoroughly deceived today!

7. ‘After one is begotien *by- God's Holy
Spirdt, which makes him o real (‘luiatlun (Ro-
mans '§:9), the devil will continue to try to
deceive him, to lead him away from ‘Christ and

# His way. What did Paul waen the Corinthian
Christians? 11 Corinthians 11:2-44 12-15. Did
some Christlans jn Paul's day begin 1o fall
victim to the devil's plumpunﬁ once ugain?
Gulativns 1:6-8, 3:1.

Conversion_does not’ shield us fyom Sutan's
wavelength. He continues to broatlcast thie atti-
tudes of his nature o our minds in an- attenipt
10 spiritually overthrow us. When Jesus spoke
of uvuu)mmg. He, referred to overcoming Sa-
,tan's way. True Chbistipns are fighting to dver-
come Satan's subtle urgings and’ the Yenclings
of his fulse ministers, striving with God's help
1o remain true to His way. s

Belorg Jesus Christ could quullfy L0 restore
the government of (m{i and rule all nations, He
hud (0 withstand NSaran's mostsevere temptas’
tions, Thatggupreme strupgle I8 recorded -in
" Matthew 4, ‘glulicc how the devi} attempted to
influence Jesus Christ 1o sin wpainst God:

8, After. Jesus had fusted 40 duys anyl nights
inglhc wilderness, how did- the devil appeal to
Jesus' gatrenie hunger? Matthew 4:1-3f And to
the potbudal desire for prestige, g iy and
power? Verses 5.6, 8-9.

9. How did Jesus inumedimtely respond o

cath of these temptations? Verses 4, 7, 10}

What was the outcome of this muuu. \puuual
battle? Veise 11,

Jesus Christ overcame the devil! He xwalcd
bu}un and conqugiad him, showing His mastery
over himes Wiién He gave the devil, +ir), order,
“Sutan. had to- obey, Hk slunk away, knowing he
wils dcluued in this shipretiie spieituals encoup-
ter of allMtime. Christ ¢ vercame the devil's wiles
by the Word of Guod. He responded to the
—deviPs temptations by~
applied in each situation. He knew the Word 1)[
God thoroughly. Christ knew God's will and |
obeyed it. Thereldre, the devil could not deceive
Him. -

10: Should "Christians fyluy also resist the
devil with thetruth God has reveuled to. them?
P Peter 5:9° What must the devil do if resisted
steadlastly? Juhes 4:7.

11. What instructiohs on fighting against
the |mpulsus and attitudes of the devil does God
give us lhluugh Paul? Eplicsians 6:10-12. Be-
sndus uumg the- power of God's Spml whul

kg the seripture-—that-

. B i [N e .
deceived, and wear the “breastplate of righ-

- teousness,” which is lhc keeping of God's law

(Psulm 119:172).
. Our feet are to be shod “with the pu.purutmn
of the gospel of peace™ - we are o be uctively

doing our part in g (&mng out the message of the

soon-coming Kingdom of God (Multhew 24:14)
thit wil] rule this carth and bring it peace.
The, “shield of fuith” pmlqua us from the

attacks ‘wnd enticontents of Sdian, This is not

our own human faith, but the very fuith of”
Jesus Ghyist, which can be within us (Gulatians
2:20, Revelation 14: 12) Chnst's Taith iy im-
parted to us by Gogls Holy hpun (Galutinns

- 5:22).

’ -
The “helmpt of salvation™ (L phu.iunb 6:17)
keeps ys properly oriented toward our spiritual
goul. It is the knowledge of God's awbrome
purpose Hfor muankind of becoming Spirit-
bortt members -of the l.\nnly of' God!

The “sword of the Spirit" refers 1o the writ-
ten Word of God (Hebrews 4:12). 1t s the
Christiun’s only offensive weapon in highting
ngainst the devil's influeee. To rightly use this
weapon we must study| the Bible and lt.urn‘
God's~will and His prothises.

12. What élse did Paul say Is nmnaamy O
win the Christian fight! Lphesians 0:18-20.

(& hrlsﬂmm are to draw close to God in perse-
vumg prayer (1 Thessplor nians , $:17). praying w
for” ull of God'y people, | (3P ihe Wplk of God's
Church and for their own needs.

This is the formula for successtully overcom-
ing Satan and’ forcing him to flee. This is the
perfect strftegy for dell ating human nafure and
the sinful attractions f this world, which are..

* both *motivated by, the Lluhcn},myul God.

Sprrit-begotten Christians have a dontinuing
spiritual fights on th\l hands.- But with . the
Word of od as theirfsword and His armor as
their protection, and if they persevere 1o the
end, they will sucdeey in uvqwmmg alt thiree
deadly foes! .

(Be sure W u.qu(,t our fréc bookrels l)id
God Create a Devil] und Human Nature —
Dld tiod Create 1?) © ! '

ENROLL IN FREE
BIBLE COURSE

The short study yoy've-..
just completed 1s o sampleY,
of the study method used
“in esch monthly lesson
utaulfe eyb-opening
Ambussador College Bible
Correspondence Course.

should-Christians— put-on™ -to-_fight-this -ipln-

tual buttle? Verses 11, 13. Of what does God's

" spiritual armor consist? Verses 14-17.

We are ylo be- clothed *with~"the “revealed
“Atruth" of God (lohn 17:17) so we can’t be

13
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Yasu—cah-enrolb-in-this lree

n wourse by wiiting 1o the
Gud News ullice ncardst
you,, See inside front cover
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. enced at the hands of people -

" telPit to you?

. shu'pcd mgdern China. e be-

the Revolution, und joined the

Xiao in a newspaper I

bought in Guangzhou,
China. 1 sturted reuding it
caauully. and -then found
mysclf becoming absorbed |
as | began to realize that -
the story contuined a lesson
for all of us.
. Qu-Xino is a teacher, a psy-
chologist and a delegate’ to
China’s National People's
Congress. These duys. he
spends 4 fot of hiy thng lectur- -
ing to young pc.uplc ubout 22
yeurs of suffering he experi-

I found the Qtoﬂyﬁ of Qu

heonly wanted to serve.
It is o rmnurlu;b@ury. Muy?l

A Les.son me

Qu Xino wus born in l‘“l o

* poor buf educaged pareiits. As u S
teenuper he experienced the tu- N zna

- multuous years of civil war and

the Communist Revolution -that'
‘From the experzenw.s uf u

teacher in China, we can' learn samethmg
about aur goal as Christians.

came an chthusiastic supporter ul

Youth I. cugpc
Qu Xiuo decided 10 get a col-

- lege education so that he could

betier serve hiy country uad peo- : w Ly Juln A Hallord
ple.In 1956, while a Student at e /
Nogtheust China Normial School,
hefwus murried. He graduated in
1987, to begin' his career s a,,
teacher. But almost at once hm
‘troubles bcgun Pu
" Only m&hl duays after his gmxl- !
‘dtion, Ching was convulsed in an

anfi-rightist campufgn. Qu_ Xiao
wus branded ay a rightist and .
thus an enemy of the people. He -
strongly denied At, claiging that -
his only’desire was to serve as .
teacher. But there wily no arguing

; with the popular wave of antj-

rightist sentiment. Qu Xiwo way'
expelled from the Youth Corps
and assigned. 1o teach in a smull
insigulllwm school. '

© Making the most hi-it

Instead of giving in o bitter-
ness, Qu Xiuo decided tp make
the most of his situation dndy

. vthrew himsell" into acrvmg his

new students. Hls students loved

- him, but the authoritics became

L] .V o N ' ’ ‘.
Kt L o
S (0.~
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jeulous of his success and nccused
" him qf; not ucting ‘in the best in-
terest of the Party. He was told ©
he was not fit to. be u teacher, and
that he m:cdcd w be, “rccduculed
through labor.™

Rather than waiting to be pun-
ished, Qu Xiao Volunteered to go
to ¢ lubor furpi. He wunted to
prove himself ‘to the authorities
‘80 he could be allowed to get on
with his teaching career.

He thought he would be ul-
lowed to leave after a rensonable
interval, but soon reulized that he
had sentenced himnglf to un in-
definite périod of “reform.” For
three and o half yeurs he worked
with g truveling lubor brigade uty
buck-breaking, menial tasks.

‘Still, Qu Xivo remained posi-
tive, learnjng ull he could. He
knew that w & scholar und -an
intellectual, he had much (8 learn
about the way the ordhmry peo-
ple lived.,

Qu Xino Kad alwo begun tu

learn un even more llll[)()flﬂl‘ll les- -

son: thut whatever triuls and
probiems one has o life, there is
always something that  cun be
learned, and yume, opportunity - to
serve others.

Qu Xiuo was relcased in Octo-
ber, 1961, for goud behavior, but
his troubles’ were fur from over,
When he hud been

- rightist, his wife hud asked for a
divorce. She\ said that she and
“their mwburn hild wanted noth-
Ing more to with him. Qu

lubeled a

Xino's son, now 4 years old, had .

people, us a herdsman for horaes.
Using-his skills, Qu Xino began
to show his new friends how they
could trauin the horses to plow
fields und pull curts, i small but
significant step forward for lhem.
At lust he felt he' was domg-
somclhmg constructive. One duy,
qne of ‘the leaders of the herds-
mien cume to him und said:
understand you're' a university
graduate. Can you teuch?” *+
Qu Xiuo explained that -he
could, ‘but that he was not al-
lowed to because he had been
brunded us u righegist. .
“Never mind,” the leader of
the hexdsmen said. “We're far
from the Tuthorities l]urc Just be

eureful.”
8o at last- Qu Xiso bccumg a
tem.hcr The school was primitive
- just o thatched shed with

somc( bourds pailed togcthcr to

make desks; and u sheet of iron.
puinted hlack for a blackboard,
Qu Xiuo had t§ teagh five grades
in these dxfhculMﬂumqt.xmes.
byt he werit to work’ with o will,

HE bedan to give the erds-
men’s children their first oppor-
tunity for education After some
usonths, he learned that his stue
dents had averaged 98 pergent in
national exmminations.

But his. lopes ™o teach weére

“ugaln to be dashed. The authori-
1e was leaching -

ties found” thu
and dcuduj that somdone like
him w \Lunm to work-in a border
areu. l‘ cwas transferred to teach,
on aztwbor gAform furm. The

mgve a crudo shack for a
- home. hci)only furniture was a
bookshelf and some tables they
“would move together for u bed.
But Qu Xiao loved his wife, ..

ad ghe lgved him, and ho was at’
last beginming to experienco true

- happiness. _The following year

they had u hdalthy. baby.

" Branded a criminal again

-But the gond times ‘didn’t last

, long. The, Cubltural Revolution
that'convulsed China for 10, ygars
hud bugun As an intellectfal, Qu .
Xmo ways’ dgain branded an en-
omy of the people. His house was

) ransacked und his domestic hliss

- shuttered. Duay after day he was
drnggcd before thee authoritig
He was beaten and shouted”at,
until lmﬂlly it waus decided he was

Can dctive counterrevolutionary,
Qu Xino was scmcnwd to. 20
years in jail.

Realizing that hc now had o
future to-offer his young wife and
-child, he told thent, wuh ' sink-
ing heart: “Wg¢ must gu.l a di-
vorce. You're pnly 29, and"it'}} be dgy'
20 years before wet ‘aln be to-
. gother aggin. Don't cut yoursclf
off from life because of ‘me.

She “fefused and promised to
wuiAfor him, But he mmtwg that
she mus{ rébuild her lifé for her-
self and her chijd without him. -

M@rry ?ﬁx/hunwl pedsant. That's
whit. |'ylnt you to do,” he said,
and they parted in tears. .
\ He did not know until yours
later that even though his wite .

‘been told that his futher was 4
rightist who had opposed the
};evolution. ‘but wus now dead. .
Qu Xiav way not o be allowed J'”{
see his little boy again. '

~ He tu found -that it wu.mt
cusy to Beenter souiety, even ufter
he was supposedly “reformed.”
No school would accept him as a

. teucher, wand neighbors treated
him with contempt.

. Hopes sgain dashed

righmt lubel dogged  him stll.
b Qu Xiuo was grateful for uny

opportunity und ‘cheerfully aua

cepted a minor role, '+ -

While teaching at the labor re. .
“form farm, Qu Xiuo met. Yulan, .

" the daughter of the head of the
village production team. She was

younger than Qu Xigoy beautiful 4

and dedicated to her country, Qu’
Xiuo felt lhbiwnh his’ past he
_.would never bt allowed to maryy.

_her

%

_ Never Tlagging in his determi-
"+ mation to teach, Qu Xiso decided

‘¢ move to 8. remote border arca
of China, far froin the main cen-
“ters of population, where perhaps
even an outcast would be needed.

. Heufound & job amony the simple

. The GOQD NEWS

agreed to becyme his wife. They
were very — they -had only
about US$S to their nume. Qu’
* Xiuo bought his wifc u new peir

~of shoes ns 4 wedding prcsent

and between them they bought a
new pot for cook‘lng nce They

er, but to” his surprise, . she,

Hid not want to go through with
the ivorcc. it was forced on her
by "thé authorities. She and the
child were sent to unuthur urea.
“The pressure of having a “coun-
terrevoldtionary” husband was so
gredt that Yulan and the child:
fell :seriously ill. s N
Today the Chinese people rec- .
- ogpize that the Cultural Revolu-
tion was a terrible mistake, and
lhey are d'.lerml &,d that nuthmg

" whose lives wiire dmng)tcd by the
. uphcavals But unlike some. peo-
ple, Qu Xiao never let bitterness .

.and rtsdntmcnt get tl\c bcttcr of .t‘:h....

“him,
§ Even though' he wan snffcrmg
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from injustices, his inncr feelings
of love for his people nevet
changed. He-knew that as an ed-
ucated person he had a responsi-
bility, and he believed that sooner
or later his counfry would emerge
from turmoil. Then it would need
him “again. Ny

0

~ Success at last

Qu, Xiao was right. Eventually
the Cullural Revolution ran its
coyrse and he was released. As he
had predicted, the country was
now struggling to rebuild: A
whole generation hdd been

yvastcd. and Qu Xiap ‘wgg deter-

ending. He went back to his

* work. His second wife, Yulan,

had been forced to divorce him
and marry an old peasant, but
this man had since died. Now Qu
Xiao was able to be reunited with
the woman and child he loved.
He was also reunited with the son
of his first wife, the little boy
whe had been fold he was dead.
His first son was now a grown
man and married, and rejoiced to

- meet his long-lost father. ]

Today. with the years of tribu-
lation behind him, Qu Xiao often

lectures on his experiences to the.

young people of China. He en-

.

Even ~though people niay not. appreciate
what we are doing now as Christians,
we must think of them and their fulure

- mined to do all he could to repair

the damage. Once again he be-
came a legcher.

In 1979 the sentence of * ‘eoun-
terrevolutionary™ was overturped.

- _Later he received notige. that the

verdict of ‘“rightis¥’ given in
1957 was found to be-completely
falsc. He was restored as a mem-
ber of the Youth Corps in good
standing — at the age of 48! He

- was also told that sending him to

the education labor reform school
in 1958 had beap a‘mistake, and

the penalty had been rescinded.. .

His record was now clear. In
order to make amends,
thoritiessasked”him if he-had any
requests.

RequawrSTHe ‘had Suffered for,

" 22 years. His efforts to serve the

people-had been spurned ‘He had

"been, put in prison twice, and

two marriagcs had been ruined.

He had been mnsrepx’esenled and -

vilified.
Qu Xiao cou)d have.demanded
revenge and adequate compensa-

tion for+the years of wretched- .
" ness. He didn’t. He asked-only to

be allowed to continue to sérve
hns people, as an educator.
“Qu anos story has a happy

b

the au- .

. your persecutors; and it is-hu

@ne day they, will need us.’

courages his people 1o forgqt the
mustakes of the pasy and not bear
grudges against thdse who mijs-
used them He tells all who will
listen 1o look to the future. He
encourages educated people to
use lhcnr cducauon to serve.

A Iosson for us

I'm glad 1 found Qu Xiao’s.
story. Can we who are Christians

learn a lesson feom him? .
A real Christian is going to
have problems in this life, be-

-causé_this world does not like

Jesus Christ or His ways. “A ser-

‘vant 1s Rot greater than his mas-
ter. If they persecuted Me, they
‘will also persecute you,”

. Jesus
warned (John 1520). “All who
desire to live godly in Christ Je-
sus will suffer p:rsecul-ion,"
wrote Paul (11 Timothy 3:12).
Persecution is hitd to take,
particularly 1if you are trying to
help and serve those who are per-
secuting you. It is easy to resent

to want 1o get back al the

tempting to glodt Lver

that when the Kingdd
he;

established, we 1ans will re-

. ceive our reward, while those who

Cp

-~ Spir

persecute us now will be pun-
ished — and, we think, it scrves
them right!

But if that is what we thmk.

we're missing the point. A true
Christian must use the opportp-
nities of this life to educate him-~
sell; but not simply for his own
sake:
- God is not trying 1o save this
world now. He is calling only a
few to repentance at this time.
They ase not chosen because they
arg special or God's little pets or
becduse they are more innately
righteous than others.

. If you understand the truth of -

God, you have -4 massive respon-
s:fn}lty You must struggle to
learnN\gll yoy' can now so that you
will %cady for the future. That
future will not be spent in sancti-
mobnious :solami)n in heaven, but

.

on this‘earth, working with Jesus .

Christ, so that others may also
have ssalvation. \

You must never lose sight of
this. Even thSugh this world may,
not appreciate what you are doing
with your life, even though you

ay teceive condemnation and
ridicule, even though opportuni-
ties may be denied you and your
best efforts often go unrewarded
and unapprgciatgd, -you must

never allow yourself to get xnt&i/

an attitude of bitterness and re-
sentment toward those who per-
secute you. o

1 Jesus told us we must love®our
enemics, try to do good to those
who persecute us and pray for.
those who hurt us (Matthew

$5:44). We must think of them .

and their future. One day, they
will need us. .

We must never lose sight of
the responsibility of an educated
person jo be willing to teach oth-
"ers what he knows. We can't do

this if we are filled -with bitter- '

v mess, resentment and _a spirit of

revenge. .
Qu Xiao never lost sight of his -

" goal 1o teach and help -others

grow. He was not a'Christian, but
for 22 years he was dri¥enfBy a
love of his country and people to .
serve them, no matter what thcy
did t6' him. How much more
shiﬁi we, who are led by the
of God? O
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PROVE ALLTHINCJS

God’s Purpose . |
for XC}‘eatmg Man

~

hat’ rrcredtble’ was
theiname of a popular
Amcncan tq( ion pro-
gram.
It specxalizcd in showing the
viewer unusual and spectacu-
lar — “that is, incredible —

* stunts, people and events, This

“world have fallen disastrously:

short of knowing br teaching this -

incredible trurh.

Some religious peopke bdy God®

promises heaven to the saved; al-
thoug w deem to know exactly
what {'mn will do in heaven for
all efernity. Others say that the
saved becofne angels.

+ - - —_

lips, What is marwlhat You are

mindful of him, and the son of,
man that You visit him?” (Psalm

- 8:4).

' Tha Bibie teaching .. ~

To answer this question —and

‘1o learn the purpose for man —
© We musl first learn something -

\

s, ’ & show dealt, of course, only in Styl othgrs believe in ‘réincar- . about God. We must learn that
// physical phenomena. - natio sort: of ladder-hke  God is a Family!
L T hierafchy of\ife forms (from an- This plain truth is hmted at
- God’s transcendent Ypiritual S . X . .
urpose-for man can be Qb@d imal{ to hunjan, ‘and, in- some  from the very first verse-in the
. p l{m ith th lati cases, to sfipernatural) upon "Bible. Genesis 1:1 says, “"In the
0 only wit 1 the sargchu‘PCf auve -~ hich\one ntinually "ascends or beginning God crealed the -heave
“S simply incredible descends (after death and re- ens and lhe earth.” This word )
. Y&y, psecTous few really under-, birth), depending upon his good-- translated * is the Hebrew -
e ! stand exactly why God- made ;.. or badness now. Some non-  word Elohim, which allows.for K
man, or what is God's purpose  Chpigtians Beljeve when one dies: plurality, like the English wor({s - !
’ and destiny. for humanity. _ his mind losed its identity and  group and church. - * |9
' ' , Think what this means! With-  combines i blisyful oblivion with Genesis 1:26 further adds i
} out the knowledge of why he €x- the forces of the universe, weight to this truth, because it’ %
. : ists, map has no real meaning or - _Fhose-who subscritfe 1§ no reli- - quotes' God (Elohim) as saying,
: purpose in life. Man has no ulti- ; ion usually think the purpose of “Lcl Us make man in Qur ih- + E
T, mate_godl ok destiny, and spiritu- i{c can be nothing higher . thad’ ' Clearly, God is composed S f
v - ally is like a cork adrift on an  *( make this world a better morc than one being. !
j ocean, at the mercy of every place. to live.” John 1:1-2" removes _all- doubt .
: force, good and bad, with mo di- But_none of these ldtdb o about God being .m’brc than one ‘
> E 2 £+ rection or anchor. Life is futile matter® how seemingly noble %r “whien it pronounces: “In the be- i
! and uncertain. - ° widely hieldl, have, even remotely, ©° ginning was the Word, and the i
o .. it need not be so, for God,*  a basis in the Bible."What, then, ~Word was with God, and the i
3 . 7 the giver of every good and per-- is the purpose for life? WhJ did  Word was God. He was in the it
fect gift, has clearly“spelled ‘out God create man? To yuote|the  beginning with God.” No ques- o
man’s purpose in the Bible, for.  same question frum King Da id'k . tiop_ remains. God is composed - E
2 those who will read and believe. | - of "at least two beings.who
/ . . \ g 1 i
The basic doctrine e S " || I \\ \\ ?}r:d.dlffjcrcnt yet are Wqth ‘
¥ The purpose for human life is _Other verses prove that this Q‘"
this: God is literally reproducing - group of two God beings, is more .
Himself throygh man.. He made than a group'like-a team, but-is .
- man -to be®*His sons in His own rather a literal Family. Fur exam- s
’ Family — the God Family — ple, upon Christ’s being baptized, i
EE . and hence to Someday be Gods . “A voice.came from heaven, say- !
— . _themselvés. . ..ing, *This is My beloved. Son, in, I
k.’-’ The_usual teachings :vr\iglr?hei, z;rrl\?)wcll pleased r
|- i this world o Further, Chyist confirmed In i
EZ - Rchgxous teachers . of lhlS - thc??xost dogmatic terms that He . :
4 . N - T o e o « ool T T T I CEP EE —
- ’ ' B A -
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: ; " By Bernard W. Schnippert
- and the Father are indeed related be members of God s Famnly only created us human first so we may X\
R as a Family. In Joln 10:29-39, in a symbglic sense? build character (change) and
L "He timg and agaimw referred to Clearly we will not be angcls ¥ make any mistakes on a relatively
. " God as/ His “Father,” much to  In Hebrews 2:5-11 we read that  low Jevel of power (éomparcd to
. the displeasure of the Jews, who  man will have the world to come, a splrll being). And, since hu-
* knew He meant it literally and- in subjection under him. but that mans are subject to dcalh (spmt
-4, therefore threatened to stone angels will not. Hence -men will b;mgs are_not), un.cpcntant sins
” Him for it! - . - » not become angels. ners, along witk the misery
1 . Clearly, we must conclude the We are told in’ Philippians 3:21 - .caused by all the sins we have all
| obvicus. God is moré than one. that we o6k to Christ from - committed, can be extinguished
f -He is a group of two beings. Ahd ~ heaven “who shall change our from the ‘universe by - the- final
" He is'more than a group of non- _ vile body. that it may be fash- . lake of fire.
rclated Godg He is, by His own ioned like unto his gloripus body God s Family and govcrnmcnt
admission, a Family! (Authorized Versxon) "And in 1 . will increase forever. David and
But the most breathtaking part - John 3:2 we recad: “Now we are ' the apostle Paul predicted the .~

o - v Is that we — you and I+ — are ~ children of God; and it has not  vastreaches of the entire universe
destined 0 become full miembers ~ yet beenrevealed what we shall wjll be our inherited domain

. of that Family 4s literal sons! - 'be, but we know that when He is  (Psalm 8:4-6, Hebrews 2:6-8).

. That is the purpose for man! revealed, .we shall be like Him You need to-understand ali the
e Sc&ripturcs abound with di-  for we shall see Him as He is.”” aspccts of God's amazing pian —
* rect, incontroversible statements There it is! We shall” be like  what “we as members of God’s
_proving this. John 1:12'says quite  -Him -~ not like an angel or some - Famlly will be doing during the
- c]carly, “As many as received  other being of inferigr type. We  Millennium and throughout eter-
Him [Christ], to them He gave  skall be sons.of God and part of nity, and how we may qualify to
"7 the_right to become children of .  His Family, @and therefore, since - . fulfill that awssoine destiny. Whs
_ T God.™ Romans 8:15d6 pro- a(3od -is ‘a Family name, lncra]ly " not write for a free copy of
" . nopunces:**You recciyed the bds Jourselves! eyg-opening book The lncredtf
Spirit - oP\adop\ion #y whom- we th some will sull not believe. Human Potential .’ You’ ve ncv:
try out, ‘Abba, athtr - The - Thcy will feel such.a statement  read anything:like xt' .
. Spirit itself bears witness with surcly must be blasphcmy- Rcad e
our spirit that we are children of  again John 10:29-39. See how the Key vorses )
’ God.” - T ‘ © Jews themselves sought to.sione "Such an astounding truth xs/
~" Galatians 4:5- 7 announdes that. . Christ because He said He was *  worth. rememhcnng by rcvxcwmg
-, wc ‘have been redeemed By,C;mst God’s Son, and therefore-a God  from time to'tiine the basic scrip-

- “that -we might receive the adop-. .and equal with God. They said- tuges that. prove. this doctrine.
tion as sons. And because you are  ‘He spoke blasphcmy - *  Here is a-summary -of the most .
sons, God has. sent forth the His reply; Is it not wriften’in’ .important ones:.Genesis '1:26, and
~Spirit _of His Son imto your | your law, 'l said, "“You .are¢’ John 1:1 —God is a group of, at .
hearts, Grylng out, “*Abba, /Fa- . gods” "? If He ‘called .them gods,” _ prasent, .two. bemgs Matthew °

- "ther!” THherefore you\are’ no . to whom the word of God eame * 3:1} — the relauonshxp betweeri ™
.longer a slave but a son, and if a = {and: the Scnaturc cannet .be Qro- e two God beings 15 Father and -
{ sen,-then an heir of God through ken) do you ‘say of Him whem , \Son| (a literal family relation-
s Christ.™ ythe Father sanctified and .sent- &hip). Jchn 1:12; ‘Romaps’ 8:15-
Campare - also Hebrews 2 11, into -the world, ‘You are, blas- 16, Revelation 21:7 - our des-
which ptoclaims’ that, since .phemipg.” because . saxd ‘I am. tiny is o be spiritual sofis of God.
- Christ and we who are converted  the Son of God'?™ . .. Philippians 3:21 apd I John 3:2
_have the same Father (God); He . The Jews dould not even ac- .- [ — we will look jxkc Chpgst and
“is “‘not ashamed” to call-us broth-  cept that!Christ was God. Yet He e hence be on the same God. level
W; ers. And in Reveiauon 217 God told them that, potentially, they as He. John 10:29-39 — Christ
: says, “He who overcomes,shall - weré. Gods themselves! They told the Jews that all of¥n are
R I inherit all things, and I will B = his  would not believe. Wiil you" - potential Gods.
. ) ‘Goll and ‘he shall be My son.” Some will ‘wonder: ** od The- truth about why God -
B : But, some would- read these - wanted son; ‘why didn’t just: -made man is indeed astqundmg
R j verses' to be mere ffgures of ‘create them as powerful spirit be-  Stated simply, we are to be’ God’s
~ “speech. They would tell ys that  ipgs cather'than as human beings ns.» As Christ stated, poten- . =
’ we are not to be literal sons of ~ who must be changed into iadly, “You are gods™ )
God Are they cofrect? Arc weto | spirit?” Thc answer is that God- < Now, tha'l's incrediblel O
= . - - e > —
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°The Great Purpose for YOUR Llfe'

' The Creator God brought you into existence for a great
am! mighly purpose' Are you fulﬁlhng ‘that purpose?

A<>The Handwriting’s on the Wall

. This world ‘is. headed for a disaster of unprecedented
proportmm' le( most pebple refuse; to see what is coming.

* Will 'you‘lieed the handwrmng on the wall"

= 64,000 Years'of Easter!

Believe it or not,: Easter was observed 4,000 years ago. It
- was still’being observed when the Christ child was born.

But Christ nenher mstltuted nor observed it!

. eBmldmg Coordination in

our Children - - R
w\(

: ning to coordinate mind and body is essential to a
chlld’s future success. Here’s practlcal advice for parents.

| . *But Why Isn’t God Blessmg Me?

Have you asked that. questmn* If so, are you sure God
B :eally is got blessing you? And if indeed He - |s not, what

can 'you ¢ abmltit". P
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