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mnomnmuolm ot helping 1o make The Plain Truth
' avaliable,

ut price, t0 others. Contributions

should be mi tanThe Plain Truth, Pasadena,

CA 91123 or t0 one of our offices naarast you (see
below).
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rom Seattie, Washington, comes .
Fthls question from a reader of
The Good News, after reading |
N “Personal” on “What we
should Jearn from the spectacu-
lar Israeli strike to free scores of
hostages from skyjack terrorism,
The amazing parallel!”

His question:

“Dear Mr. Armstrong. l read with °
interést your article in the Decem-
ber Good News. | am enclosing part
of it with underlinings that [ would
like more information on.

“Ingould appreciate receiving. a

s

short and concise statement of the
basis gt your call from God. Did He
visit §ou personally? How was this
Bible commission announced to
shake someone like me to be abit to
know that you are the "APPOINTED™?
Will there be any need for a succes-

sor to you? And how s 1t provided?
M enjoy your magazine. Best to
you,'

The leuer was .not anonymous
else 1 would ot give it an answer.

But I.féel many readers might be
interested 1n the answer. God did
appear personally o Adam. to
Noah. 0 Abraham. lsaac and Ja-
" cob. Christ- did appear personally in
calling His twelve apostles. There is
“every reason to believe that He ap-
peared in person to the apostle Paul,
in calling and nstructing him.

L have often .compared my call
and teaching from Christ o Paul’s
account in Galatians 1:10-17.

First. he gave one of the evi-
dences of the authenuenty of his
apostleship 0 vere 10: “For do |
now persuade men. or God? Or do |
‘seek to please men? For if I yet
pleased men. | should not be the
servant of Chrst.”, =

‘Then comes his (Cdkhlng and com-
mission: “Butd-certfy you. brethren,
that the gospel 'which was preached
of me is not atter man For | neither
received it of man. neither was 1

taught it. but by the revelation of.

*Jesus Chgst. ... But when it pleased
God. who .. . called me by his grace,
to reveal hu, Son in me. that I might

preach him among the heathen: im-

mediately | conferred not with flesh
and blood [humans]: neither went |
up to Jérusalem 1o them which were

apostles before me: but 1 went into
Arabia, and returned again unto Da-
. mascus."™
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There is every reason to believe .
that Jesus Christ appeared in person

to Paul in Arabia. and for some
three yeuars taught him just as He
previously had taught the original
twetve for some three years.

Jesus Christ i the personal living
Word of God. [The Bible«is the writ-
ten Word OL;&(% The Bible was not
in print in Paul’s day. Paul. when
called. did mot go to men. or those
recognized by men as God's teach-
ers,_but he was taught directly by
Christ the personal Word of God. In
like manaer. when God called me.

by circumstances [ believe He ma-

neuvered, in the autun of 1927
after preparing me in many .ways
while 1 was unconverted and travel-
ing the wrong road of lite (set vol-
ume | of my autobography) 1 did
not go to any schowl of religion. to
any denominational teachers, or to,
any humanly taught theologica
seminary. | went directly 1o the tiv-\
ing "CHRIST tor teaching THROUGH
His WRITIEN WORD!

1 was immediately shocked to see
with my own ¢yes that in Protestant
Sunday schoul. from a child, 1 had
been taught precisely the opposITE

of whiat God prLAINIY SAYS in His

written WoRo!

How do | know He guldcd nye?
Twp reasons:
exaftly the saMiE wWoRDs my hunvan

© SPIRITUAL

L) My eyes siw

. AFrank Answer foa
Reader’s Sincere Question

teachers of Sunday-school davs had
seen—the difference being that they
“believed™ -in the BisLe but did
NOT. believe WHAT 11 _Satn “and |
did believe wWHAL 11 PfAIM\ SALD.
2) | had been brought o a full and
complete REPENTANCE and UNCON-
DITIONAL SURRENDER (0 GOD. acw
cording to WHAT Hi SAID (which |
believed). | had given my hfe with-
out any reservations to Him. | had
forsaken THIS WORLD. the plam-
orous future it appeared to promise -
me - everything- to believe and fol-
low HIM. AND HAD ACCORDING TO
His proMist. RECEHIVED His Hooy
SPIRIT 10 OPEN MY MIND 10 His
TRUTH! T knew it was
TRUE. because it made sense and
riothing else did!
~Little by lintle. in almoste day-and-*
night study ot His Worb, much of it
on my knees. God opened more and
more TRUTH to my*understanding.
Always | had craved UNDERSTAND-
ING. And God was ginang it Lo me.

After the first six months of this
intensive biblical study. God
brought me to this complete surren-
der, and gave me the gift of His
Spirit in the spring of 1927, 1 feel He
gave me abo the specidl gift of UN-
DERSTANDING. '

1 DID NOT CHOOSE THE MINISTRY
as a life vocation. 1 had long before
i (Continued on page 42)
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Sumﬁg 'EhNICEVoE%gL QRI(\)ICESS; ] o :

Afmosl evorybody, lt seems, is all mlxod up on this matter.of spiritual conversion. It's part of
the mlsslng dimension ln knowiledge. Lols ‘make it clear and plaln as God Hlmself meals L

'
l

esterday | was speaking be-

fore a packed house wn the:

| Ambassador Auditorium here
at Pasadena hcadquar(cr\ I had oc-

casion. so | feltat'the ume. to sort of

“hare my soul” so to speak. and
relate Yhe crcumstances of my own
conversion fifly years ago not that
s typical of the manner and cir-
cumstances in which al} people must
come to conyersion Different ones
will come to it n a large \.mu) ol
circumstanees.

Yet there s, after all. ONE way to .

real conversion. regardless of mdi-
vidual iftumstances

But n 11 a uingle sudden expen-
ence one undergoes once n g hile
tme  and then he s “saved,™ as s
often expressed ote and for all or

15 11a pradugl experence of ¢ HANGE °

continuwing thioughout a htetime?

Lite’s Journey?

At pmes 1 have eapressed the idea |
lhm§ many milhogs have come to
“hehese and on, whach they are stak-
ng ther ctermty Tt ik You are
.ona Jmunu ona ralway tam 1o
yout hife's journey whether long or
short” At the end of the luwe. because
ol Adam’s sin. the swach s auto.

¢ matically throwi o send you dr--

revtly down 1o hell whcre yeu will

be burned alive wonstantly bun-

Sng yet neser buring up because
. you' .m: an immortal soud tha can’t
“de Or av nullions abo helieve. 1t
will shm,l you drcctly to “purgs-
tory °

But. of ai any, pontin \n\u Ilfc
dunin) the journey you TAacCep
Chirsy as your Savior.” then -at the
anstant of that sudden expenence, in
whatever manger such eapenienee
takes place. the switch at the cnd of *

by Herber( W. Armstrong

the line is suddenly (hmv\n to shoot
you immeduately up to heaven. And
there you shall live rorREVER 10 wdle-
ness .nnd case. n glorous surround-
ings of Spiendor. with nothing

~do no n.spnnuhlhuu anynvore
nething but b be enraptured with
the dehght of gazing ¢continually on
the face of Chnst your Savior,

About thirty years ago § wan'said
o me “hetme sge af b ocan define
vour belicl as umlmstcd to- what
you daim nvany millions of others
believe ™ Then he explaned the be-
lief ol the many approvimately as |
have stated it just above

“But vor' behieve.” he continued.,

“that after one s mitially con cried.
accepting gt he must then live a
hfe “of obedienee W Giod's way.
\lluu__lm;_. ﬁ[__.nnwl himsell o over-
come all wrong ways and GROWING
spintugtly - C hrists “hnowledge
and ingrace thus tamng himsell
and quabilving  carry an ampor-
it RESPONSIBI Y 1 the next hite
You believe that when' he dies he s
pran will'not go o heaven o hell.
but will come 1o lile apain by a res-
urgechion from the dead,
hg here on carth Then hie will hine
immortahty  and -he will be g
WakpiD aveording - to. what Qs
works were an the hife the. BIGGES
redard by o have wonterred on

St the WAV gl most por
tant nmno.xuuun [N Hm “what
vou Weties e

“Well not t\‘tall) N cqvluq
“but vow are ot o 17 ofl 7

SWel{ ™ he sad. F want the st
way with the other milhons 1 DoK'
WANT 1O HAVE 1O CARKY ANY Wi -
sPONSIBILITUS o ndeed  there s
any hfc after death, 1°d rather go.to
heaven and be 1nat from waork. and

Aaud he wilt

.be bapuized

.

“,résponsibilitys 1 prefer the idleness

and ease forever.”
7
*Reward" ot |[dieness and Ease .

Well. todan (thrty years later. now

‘in his 70s. this m.ar’ has been ginen "

his,wish so far ‘as the idleness and
case 1» voneérned He long ago re-
-ured He has nothang o do but just
S11. s, sirall day long 1o his sifiall
and hodesi lnmg room. morbid
with: gloom. frustrated with -

acuvity . wishing to die. but unuble.

T o die He was sent to the-hospital
- with cancer, the doctors did not give

» much hope he would survive the op-
cratiop ‘But he did. 4nd they went
him hame 1o dic But he ddn't die
A wuplc yvears latet he
to the hospital with an ‘acute gubl-
bladdertinfection Pentomus-began
1o set 1, the doctors gaye hun al-
most no_chanie 10 sunvve dhe op:
eration yetit was surg death n ‘I\cs\
than 24 hours undess they operawed
But again his sturdy - constitation
survived. and he was se nl honie and
tecovered

At a tuneral of a relatine which
we both attended some two yeals
ago he sad 10 me Tl g any-
thing to hase a tesponstuliny such
as osou hase that keeps you bus
Im\dmb al overthe carth e had
diseor ered that idieness and c,nc tor
ctegmts wonld be indéed a poor “re-
i ,i'ld"' of goniversion i
Whaen 1s:0ne Saved?

[

Just what s thas thang we call. weon-

version”™ What do we MeEAaN |
CvaTion™ Peter said.

Al
“Repent and
Cand ye shall
wHat? Be'saved? No * I Récene
the gift of the Holy Sprit” '
\\’hun Jowad holdipg |hc N

v
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“the \h.llTlLl
~ hath he not put suhju.lmn VL

©

. weeks' scries of nightly meetings in . |

1933 in the country schoolhouse
west of Eugene Oregon, a local
Bible “scholar” sought to catch me
off” guard, and expose what he sup-
posed wass my ignorance of -the-

- Biblé by heckling. g-le said, “Mr.
k

Armstrong. may | ask you a ques-
tion? Have you been saved‘yet?"

I repligd. “If you know ‘your .
Bible. you know that Jesus said. ‘He
that shall endure unto the END. thé
same shall be saved™™ (Matt. 24:13).

So again | ask: Is CONVERSION a
sudden cxpcncmc or a lifelong \
PROCESS?

I'had to ask myselt, (+ we humans

arg destined to live an ETERNAL LIFE

i HEVLRIRE because of what ApaM
did untess we “accept Christ™ at
some time during this hfe's journey,
then why ves. Wiy were we ever
put on carth in the tirst place? H we
then get the “reward™ of idleness

~and case’and NOSHING 10.D0 for all

etermity in heaven, then WHY di‘d

~God put us here? >
That beliet made no \Lﬂ‘\t‘ .u all‘u ’

tome. -

But | read in the eighth® Pmm * that he (God] put ALt in subjection
question: "W HAT 15 MAN, th, hau uader him [man). he lefg Nunus‘u,

art nundrul of him™* (Verse 4.)

Yes. what s a mere man? Why
should God even’ (()N\l[)lnrus have
His mind on is” Of -what” impor-
tance are we? Wiy did He put us
humans on carih”® Was there any’

“reasori - dny PURPOSE? .

This same guestion s asked in the
book ol Hebrews, where it s more
fully answered -

Begin with vene 5. chaplcr 2 .
where we find the supjc.u matier OI‘
“Hor Unto ke .mt.v.l\-

WORID 10 COME. wWhérgof we
spedh.” The context here s speaking
abuout the WOkt 0 10 oMt The im.

phication i that therd was-a- tume
when the world wers 1o subjection 1o

the angebs But the world jo come |

will Nor be in subjection: tozangels.

JWin Contnue on “But onein a

certaii pl.uu: fhere ll.ll."lllb td what
I quoted above from the t‘l*hlh
Paalm] - teatified .. Saying. What
man. that thoa.arnt sundiul of Imu?
Or the son ofanatt. that thou visitt

“Wim? Thouw snadest im g hitile lower
- than, the anpels Jelsewhere trans-

Eye

lated *for a little whil¢ lower hhan
the angels’]." ”
Yes. man, lower than angels,
‘WHy should God be concerned
about us? Even lhough man pos-
sesses the capacity to invent in-
tricate machines and fly to the
moon. he is really nol much now.
Puny man is filled with evil. always
fighting, struggling. doing evil,
bringing suffering on himself.

The Incredible Human Potential

BuT. now notice the incredible. fan-
tastic. unbelievable future HUMAN
POTENTIAL we can fulfill—if we are
“ willing. *...Thou créwnedst him
with GLorY and HONOR. and didst
_set him over the work of lhy hands"
(vcrsc 7).

What does “the work of G
hands” include? THE WH
UNIVERSE—Lhe  PHYSIC
and the SPIRITUAL

univcr(no-

n under his feet. [In chap-
; “alb things™ is” translated by
offatt as ‘the univease.’] For in

that is not-put under him. "(
INCREDIBIE? But notice the next
words: “But now we see NOT YET all

Vegse 9 gaes on Lo q.\pl.lm that
NOW ‘what we see 1» Jisus already

him the potential that was THE AN-
GELS'—if we “‘make the: grade“
_where they failed.

against. and rejected the GOVERN-

earth and the angels that inhabited it.
What about MAN? Man has also
rebelled—SINNED!

paid man’s PENALTY of death in_his
stead, man MAY. if he will. REPENT—
turn FROM Satan’s way of “GET,” of
SELF-CENTEREDNESS dnd rebe

& Christ. being baptized in His
name. we may be reconciled to God.
from whom our sins have cut us off,

His HoLy SpiriT.

That may rlgh(ly be called the'
experience of CONVERSION. | cauld
write a whole book on that experi-

HoLy Seirit really is. and MEANS,
It BEGETS us with the very life of
God—for the Holy Spint 1s His life.

son. It begets us with Goo-life. We

UNIVER\l

L things put undec him.". 9 heirs with Christ. who has already
A

crowned with--GLORY and HONOR.
and. as an chapter 1. UPHOLDING
AND SUSTAINING THE ENTIRE UNI-
- VERSE by the woed of His POWER.
Yes. Jesus, as Lhaplcr 2 continties
fo show. s thetproneer who has gone
on befara. the captam of our salva-
thon, the fitst 10 be por~ of Gop of
MANY BRETHREN! (Rom 8 29) -
« ~Now the above passage from He:
I brews 2 was speaking about the
- world o come, No1 todgy's world,
Angtls will not be in power over it
But-angels wirt on thy carth the
Ccarth was m subjea@v W them -

before the creation of Adam (11 Pet.

2:4; Jude 6: b 1412 -150 breb
WA,

The angels sinned and’ bu?t“nc
demons, Lugeler. then king vver the
earth. the supergreat archangel, be-
came Satan. And Now, (m\l”‘n
placed MaN on a..ulh and gm.u o

The PLAIN TRUJH - Apsv 1977 .
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Not Yet Boen of God

4
God which.” with our spirit. opens
our minds 0 UNDERSTAND God's
KNOWLEDGE as He reveals 1 (re-
vealed knowledge) lhrnubh the
Bible”

-~(19d not yet ruuﬂssm;%» only

EIRS: NOU yel BORN- oply - BEGOT.
TEN, as we ofice werd liggotten 1o
our mother’s womb before we were!
BORN. And just us we¢ were fird an

mother's womb, so now we must
Ggow i the knowledge of Christ
Cand i grace (1 Pec-3:18).
*We start put the Chrstuan life hlu
néwborn babics.
WHY were we put here on earth?
(Comtinieed on page 44)

The angels turned from rebelled

- MENT OF GoD which then ruled the’

But through Jesus Lhnsl‘ wh0'

and we may then receive.the Girt of

ence—what it means (o receive the -
HoLy Seirit of Goo: what the .

coming into us from Hiy very Per- .
become HEIRS of God and joint- .

had put under Him the WHOLE VAST -

The Holy Spint is'the Spirit of UN-
DERSTANDING--the  very MIND of |

But we are’ NOT YET BORN ol .

T rembryo and a growing fetus in our,
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past one.

« “For weeks on end. the Big Freeze of *77 clamped the industrial
heartland of America in an icy vise. Day after day of rccord bre.lkmg
subfreezing temperatures-sent the economies of stite after state in the eastern
half of the natipn careening into a-tailspin. Millions of peopie were driven. -

~-out of work. their factories, offices and businesses-closed due to severe fuel
shortaggs. Whole cities lay lifeless; buried under suffocating mountains of”’
SNOW. %Hma people dicd trapped in their snowbound automob:lcs or frozen
10 death in their own homes,

.+ - Snow also fell deep mio the Snulhcas(crn states, in some plagc\ where it
-had never betore been seen. Virtually-a whale season’s crop of vegetables

N ever in the memory of most Ani'e:ricans has there beeri a winter like this

| . froze in the fiekds of southern Florida. Meanwhnl/m Alaska, people basked

n (cmperd(uru w the 4()‘. and 50s. And where the snow was, rmll) nceded it

- came n imsufticient amounts or merely rested useless atop adregdy. frozen
hotnie-dry topsiyll Twelve states'in g widé belt across the U,S.. mostly in the
West and Midwest weie operating under emergency relict conditions
bcuusc of severe droughl ln California, mumupal (( ommued on puge 39)

oy




b

EOSEAY

’ outh African officidls were sur-
prised and angered three
months ago when the Soviet

Unpion anrounced that President
“‘Nikolai Podgorny would soon make
an unprecedented trip to Africa to
visit three nations deeply involved
* in the Rhodesian fracas—Tanzania,
Zambia and Mozambique.
The Soviet Union, of course.

- backs the guerrilla forces fighting in

. Rhodesia. And Soviet ‘arms. in the

, hands of Cuban proxy-warfiors, se-

cured a Marxist victory in Angola.
Podgorny's “showing -of the’ flag”
in Southern Africa merely con-
firmed to Pretoria what South Affi-
cans had beén warning of for some
time—that the Soviet Union sees the
chance for big political gains for it-
self in aiding “liberation move-
ments” in that part of the world.

* Warning to East and West

In a somber New Year's Eve mes-
sage to the South African people. .
.., Prime Minister John Vorster, in al-

most World - War 1 Chuichillian
prose, told his -countrymien that
South Africa could face a “Commu-
nist - onslaught™ and warned. that
they must be pre- :

.

.

demning South Africa and even

- .calling for world support of libera-

tion movements to rise up from
within the country to seize power.
He said that if one day South Af-
rica’s head were demanded on a

“dish, the U.N. “will. provide the

dish.” But he warned his adversaries
that “we, however: are certainly not

- prepared to provide the hiead.”

Then, in clarion .tongs. he de-

_clared: “Let the world know we are

not to be had for free. that we desire
nothing that belongs to others’ but

that we - will protect and defend our

rights, our property and country with
all the means at our disposal.™

No SI_inple Solution

Very clearly. neither the East nor
the West is going 10 legve South
Africa aloné in its own efforts to
achigve fational. just solutions to its
enormous social dilemma—that of

guarantceing the rights and free-

doms for s 4% million White citi-

‘zens. 2'4 million mixed-bload.

Coloyreds. 750.000- indians and 18

mullion Blacks—the latter composed

of nine major tribal nations. -cach

with its own culture, language, and .

feelings of inferiority or dangerous

superiority toward the others.

The Communists think they have
the ‘answer, of course. Young mili-
tant$ attuned to their blandishments
say: “Raze the whole imperialist.
racist structure -to the -ground and
construct a new socialist order on
the ashes of the old and the millions

of bodies of the capitalist class™  ~

Those in the West, oti the other’

 hand. ignorant of South Africa’s his-
_tory and unique human mold. na-

ively push for “majority rule” in the
context of a single-state system. This .
simplistic formula. which sounds so -
plausible to those not undersianding -
the situation, would. in the eyes of

.many South African officials of all -

races. lead to equally calamitous re-
sults. South Africa has never been
the testing ground for simple solu~

- tions.

Unique Peéblo

. To understand the complex South

African situation of today. one must
first understand the history of a
unique and often scorned
people—the Afrikaners. Roughly

_ sixty percent of .South. Africa’s

White stock. they are

pared to stand alone.
Vorster character-
ized the West as
floundering. weak--
“willed and militarily. -
4inferior to the Com-
munists., adding - that
. “the- West has -not

 -but:what is saddest of

" all, it has lost the will
to take a_ firm stand €
against ‘the ever-in-
creasing menace.” !
- The. prime minister
alluded to several re-
cent- United Nations

S S anly lost the initiative, |- ' i K p . , ' : A
) is not.only on the de- | A A E |
- - fensive  everywhere. ’ \ b - in that part of Africa

e

AVERTH

R

AN

..
v

. L e
.

xs

“a literal creation of
African soil. They-
have been ¢alled »Af-
“rica's- White Tribe.”

It is critically im-
portant to, compre-
hend the “Afrikaner's
conception of him-
selt and the role of
his volk, of nation.

in which he finds him-,
self, ‘ .
Afrikaner history
goes baek lo 1652
when a tiny -band -
‘of Dutchmen first
landed at.the sOuth--
ern tip of Africa. A

resolutions” -€on- -

small settlement grew

" “During 1976, South Africa erUpléd on the wo_rld'scenb as a major " _
’ tension area, iivaling the Middle East. Few realize

.

A

by Gene H. Hogberg

the real issues involved in this vital but potentially explosive.region.
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 pendence.

out of what. was originally intended
to be a provisioning stop for the
hips bound ‘around Africa to India
axd the Far East.

us people of -Edropean stock

have been in Africa almost as long
as Whites have been in America.

. To the pioneering Dutch were
later added Germans and immi-
.grants of French Huguenot stock

who fled Catholicism in France. The. -

bloodstream of the “average” Af-

rikdner today would yield 37%7

* Dutch cells, 35% German and 14%
French. Over the years there has
‘been somegintermarriage with the
English who firsp arrived as per-
manent setders in 1820—168 years
after Jan van Riebeeck’s party
ladded” (Most of the English, how-
ever,

gwup of their own.)

Within a short while these people
were calling ‘themselves “Afrika-
ners”—meaning “Alnicans” in their
.own language-which language it-

self was subtly undergoing a linguis- o

< tic metamorphosis from 17th-
century Dutch to.today’s Afrikaans.
The Afrikaners in their urly days
showed a fierce desire
for treedom and inde-
After the
Enghsh took™ control
of the Cape in 1806
“and over the next
‘three decades firmly -
established them- '
selves. in authority.
some of the Afrihaner
famihies. - also known
as “Boers” - Dutch for
“tarmen” -sel out on
their “Great -Yrek”
into South, Africa’s
cunpopulated fugped
tigh intenor -1in much
thé same fashion as
America’s pioneers
‘headed west.  Along
the way they encoun-

Abn Reninger—Contact

along with later additions, .-
have iemained a distinct. cullural-

.

tered Black Bantu tribes rhoving
south in migrating waves out of cen-
- tral Africa (see-map on next page).

Atrlkamr Psyche v

The tales of these Voorwrékker pio-
~“neers, their covered wagons, their
clashes with- the warting Bantus,
comprise some of the mos inter-
esting history of the 19tk century.
Deeply imprinted on the Afrikaner
psyche today is the victory - over

#ulu warriors at Blood River in,

1838. Before the ggattle began the
_ Voortrekkers promised God. they
" would always celebrate that day in
His honor if He gave them victory.
The “Day of the Covenant.” as it is

‘called, remains_South Africa’s most

important holiday.

.The following 64 years are rich in
South Africa’s history as well: the
establishment of two Boer republics
(the Transvaal, .or South  African
Republic. and the Orange Free
State): the inrush of the English in

- quest of newly discovered diamonds
and gold inthe interior: d.series of
wars with the\British culminating in
the epic Anglo-Boer War (1899-
1902). in which i more than 30.000

: o . .
Boer oommanﬁ)s at any given tme:

withstood the might of the British
army, which had 500,000 men in the
field. .

perior weight of men and arms, the
Afrikaners, in a sense, still came out
on top. The two Boer republics were,

‘joined to the British-controlled. -
Cape Colony and Natal to form the . :

Union of South Africa iri 19103As
an indeperidént member of the Brit-
ish Commonwealth, it was tied to
London untii 1961 when a rcpl‘xblnc

~ was declared. | .
The -more .«merous Afrikaners
“have nearly always, dp\mmdted the

political scene. while the “English-
speaking population, with its experi-
ence in gpmmerce and industry, has
dominated the etonomije life of the
country. This division has roughly

persisted to this day. though in the

past two decades Afrikaans-speak-
ing ' Whites have shown great strides
in the business world as well.

First Anticolonialists

Afrikaners today stress to outsiders
that they were . the fitst people in
Africa to throw off the yoke of colo-
nialism. In fact. Af,
fikaner nationalism
was the first coherend
nationalist movement
on the contineat. As
former- Brinsh Prime
Minister Harold Mac-
millan told the South
- African- Pasliament in

- are sprung from Eu-

rope’ ..
_Aftica you have your-
“selves created  a free

of our times. yours

will be recorded 4s the

" first of the African na-
tionalisms.”

- The dilemma Wthh

A NATION s BORN PEACEFULLV South Atrican Prime M/mster John Vorster, seated’ Ielt and '
R prime minister of the.Transkei, Chief Kaiser Matanzima, sign papers s .
gmnrmg lndepandent:e to former homaland araa -

.

Forced to Eﬁﬁxlate under the su-

Fehraary 1960: “You

and here in -

_nation. a new hation.
Indeed. in-the history:
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‘ the White South Afri- | N* —; comprise several dis-
can, and the Afrika-  IN tinctive peoples. each
ner in particular, has \ OF _ with its own language.

“+ faced in . recent S _ culture and customs.

_» decades is this: how’ ‘|~ A Vvenda, for ex-
best to .preserve his™ Co | ample. is as distinct
own identity and cul- ; St . from a Zulu as-a
turc and yet provide ’ & ; . Swede is from an ltal-

_ for the aspirations of . Y -] | ian. The most impor-

*" the various and highly - "\ ¢ {“%" S tant of.t%% qribal
divergent Black peo-: A v g“‘o\\" /" : nations arcteaRhasa
ples in his midst, . ! T MEETING OF and- the - Zulus—both
whose ultimate politi- " 165241820 : HITEG AND BLACKS | | nearly 5.000,000 in

" . cal futare was never " DUTCH Koo o/ 7501770 LR populauon.
determined. when. the B ::gp:?:: A;ID IS : o . o Americans apd
old British-formed - - GERMAN PIO! % BLACK TRIBES wemme others outside South
Union was designed : . EUROPEAN MIGRATION ———" Africa tind it hard 10
back in 1910." . . — — understand  thal not
’ A recent ‘t:dllq_rial - In §outh Atrica, ngither the Whiles norgany of the Black trbal nations has a all Black pcnplc are
in Die Burger, the prior claim to a?ééthqlland Historically. the vatious Black peoples settied in alike. just as not all

. .. ditferent.regiong wheré they estabhshed thetr own social and cultural systems | - . -

.. promlnctnl Cape and trbal organizations It was not untit 120 years after the fiest Whites White ‘pcuplc dre
Town = Afrikaans-lan- came lo Solth Afnca.thal there was any appreciable contacl between alike. Blacks in Amer-*
sguage’ newspiper. de- ‘Whites and/migratory Blacks. : . . o ica. having been re-

" scribes . this dilemma ' moved, from thes

Cbest: - : Ao
. - “South Africa's survival crisis is
also 'in ity deepest sense a crisis in

_the heart of the Afrikaner Nation-

- alist. -

.

“The main theme of our history.

as we ounselves have chosen it is

national freedom. Our'most glorious
“houf was the Buer Republics’ lost

-

. bdutle agawnst, British imperialism '

because morally the vanquished :

were'the victors. .
_-“After-the victory of 1948 {when
the current ruling Nationalist Party
came 1o power| the Afakaner con-
_saeace, as embodied in . Afrikanet
" Nauonalist intethgentsia and-clergy.

way confromted with the problgm of

Blackgéedom. - :

“How would” the White man i’

South” Africa retain_his freedom if
“the Blgch man must abo bé freed?
~ The answer was ternitorial separa-

uon, or -separite freedoms--terni-

torial “demarcition: .. The n-

telligentsia and clergy posed the in-

escapable moral alternative: *We
cither lead the Black natiofis along

the road of their own freedom. or
- they gain freedom in the long run
within the united political- comnru=
nity enforced by Britain on South
Aftica’! N
“We chose the first because the
second would mean the downfall of
the White man and with #t chaos
and Black tnibal tyranny will fol-
Jow!™ o . :

Separate Development

This' policy of separate devel-
~opment which was thus imple-
mented. 1s based on’several
fundamental  consderations. . The
“first of thiese 1 the fact that through-
out thewr history of three centuries
the peoples living in South “Alnica
have never comprised @ single ho-
mogeneous naton. The roughly
4.250.000 people of Furopean
stock - though divided into the Al
kaans- and Fnghshspeaking cul-
tures are held to be a patten-n’
theu own pight  The  1BOML000
“Banti people  (Blacks). however,

“Most of the people abroad who push advice at South Africa
. would not'have to live with some of the
-prpbatil,é consequences of what they propose.*

Jerome Caminada, ‘

South A frica Internationdl, Octobwr 1976

o -+ original tribal or na-
tional roots and a tpbe 1 a nation -
for all ‘practical purposes have be-
come essentially one elassification of
people. This is not trye anywhere in
Africa. )

The government of South Altica
holds thit ustory has shown all na
uonalisms to bé cxclusve that one

is not readily or peaceably blended ©

with anether South Afnca™s vanous
Black African peopics have ~o tay,
refused o become  pscudo-Fure
peans- as wnv tnpinto one of “the
homeland arcas quickly contirms
The government pomts out thal
Black and Whine clements have no
where m Africa been combiped o
form 4 new “Afro:l ﬁupcan" con
munity , :
Advocates of separgte doevel
opment {(ongmally refetrdd 10
apartherd. -an Alnkaans wond
roughly cqunalent 1o separale
ness”) believe that if all South M
s divense peogles were o shan
one poliical system’ dorimation ol
one of wore groups over all
)

v

.
.
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MCH HQS YOMES AND VARIED CULYURES (ciw Kwise trom top Iofl) Ar Voortrekker.

. Monuumnr nedr- Pretoria, stutue of @ Boer mother and her chiidren testify to the trials of . the
Greaf Trok imigration dutiigdhe 18308 in similar fashion to America’s piorieers,
Voaortrekkoes pulied thoit waigde ) o laght cacle. of lmogev when aflacked. by warring Balnus
At a krald i the Transkel, with youny Xhosas being propared for the initiatior rite.

A Xhosa masiden @ traditional dress. Inside a scisrice.lab at a colleye in Ma Transkei which
] trains the sons of cmofs and heaumen.
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- of the-warrior type.
South Africa’s 750,000 Indians,’
~ whose antestors came to the country

S0

gihérs would be the inevitable re-"

sult. THis is nbt just the view of the

~ Whites. Many of the leaders of the

African population are ‘opposed to

_ the idea of intcgration at this time’

because of the danger that the mi-
not tribes would be bppressed by

- the larger ones, some of whom also

happen to be. by nature,or tradition,

in the 1860s to work on the sugar
plantations of Nalal, also are gener
ally opposed tQ a “ofie-man, one-

- vote” systegg. They are well aware

that South®Africa’s” worst race riot

on record was not between Blacks

and Whites but between Indians
and Zulus in Durban in 1948. Many
Indians believe their rights are bet-
ter preserved in 4 self-governing

“Indian Council” which is gradually-

gaining more authority.

Thus. governmentaPpolicy insists®

that all- South, Africa’s peoples must
be permitied. o rule themselves,

The concept of “plural democra-

-cies.” it asserts, safeguards the long-

established nationhood of the White,

people in that part of South Africa
which has historically been theirs
and which was virtually uninhab-

“jted at the ume of its first settlement

At the same lime; separate-devel-
opmentenvisages the progress of all

" the, Bantu peoples 10 individual self-

governmgnt in those. parts of the
country in which they originally sel-
tled and which are still theirs today.

. * .The.end result of separate devel-

opmént 15 _hoped to be a sort” of
“South African commonwealth.” a
cooperative association between the
White nation and the self-governing
Bantu states, coupled with elevated

" home-rule=status for the Caloured -

_and Indian peoples.
Separaté development is an ex-
tremely complex arrangement—but

' then Sguth Africa is. by its very na-- h

ture. complex.

" totalk in terms of the apocalypse.”

TransKei's “Stillbirth” »

. Throughoht the 19ws'aﬁd 70s the

-govgrnment poured vast sums into
the “economic_ development of the
“ various Black national homelands in
a costly attempt to make them as
économically viable as possible .in
readiness of independence. The
Erench author Paul Giniewski has
referred- to: the development of
South Africa’s homélands as’ the
most ambitious socioeconomic pro-
gram that has.ever been designed
for the -uplifting of a developing

‘peobrlc. ; . _
evertheless, South Africa’s own,
rapid -industrialization continued ©
draw off millions of unemployed.
Blacks from their tribal areas info
the townships around the major
cities of White-inhabited South Af-
rica. ' )
The ‘separate development pro-
cess finally reached its first plateau

* on October 26, 1976, with the inde-.

pendence of the Transkei. homeland
for. most ‘of the nearly five million
Xhosa people. R
' The news media of the world. as
expected, preeted the. Transkei's
birth with a verbal cradle-killing,
calling it “artificial’, and a “step-
‘chtld of apartheid.’ T
v would seem-that in the world
today. independence. is supposed to
come only via revolution, "insur-
_rection. . guerrilla movements, civil
war. and the massive infusion of So- .
viet-made weaponry.  ° s
By contraSt. the Transkei wis-

‘

carefully prepared fof indeperidence -

over. a |3-year: period—far longer:

" than the English. Frenth or Bel:

gians ever prepared Hejr ex-African
colonies for self-rule. Yet no nation, .
other than fier former parent South

- Africa’ has chosen to recognize' this

fertile Denmark-gized new state
carved out of South Africa’s Cape
Province. And. of course, the U.N.
“has looked the othér way. s

 “There is no other international trouble spot

where it is absolutely realistic

London Sunday. Telegraph
December 5, 1976

] “The. Transkei's eloqhemf Prime
Minister Kaiser Matanzima ‘laid
bare the. folly of the revalutionary

approach to. independence in his '

opening address to bis new nation:,
" “Revolution -is a concept relatively
easy to.sell to those who have noth-
ing to lose. Because of this it has
. proved appealing to an alarming ex-
tent in the Third World. The vast

disparity between the material wel- °

“fare of the Whites and’ Blacks in
Affica has afforded the Marxists aft
“the evidence .they needed to con-
vince backward people that they
have but to take up arms, kill the
White man or chase him away, take
over his prosperous farms. indus-
tries’ and way of life and their trou-

. bles wil 1be over. We Transkeians .

are not dnjgnorant people and have
never fallen for this nonsense.”

Matanzima has rcpeatedly told:

an’ gpparently deaf world that the

*Xhdsas themselves—a proud -people -

with a rich history—had many times.
requested progress-toward self-gov-
ernment and independence’ over a
period of 40 years. o ;
The leaders of four other. home-
fands—Bophuthatswana, Ciskei. Le-
bowa and Vendd —have announced
their intentions, to ‘pursue indepen-
dence from South Africa for their
respective peoples. The other Ban-

.

tustan’ leaders are cither vacillating:

on the issue of independence. or as
is the case with KwaZulus Chiel

Gatsha Buthelezi, openly opposed

to it.

Problems With the Master Plan

The goveérnment remaitis committed”

to separate development as the
“only possible solution™ that will
work for South Africa’s disparate
population  groups. Nevertheless.
. making the homelands cconomi-

_cally viable s a difticult process,
For. example. the population c¢x-
plosion among the various Black na-
(Continued on page 34)
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. SQUTH AFRICAN WGNETTES (clockwise from top left): A.‘ Slgabangawa Bantu
. . School northeast of Johannesburg, school founder Theq Eligstam poses before his students.
: Women undargo rifle-trainting axarcises at Herdlgburg Army Base. An Afrikaans™ . ce
~ language class at-Franklin D. Raosevelt High School in Johannesburg. A’ rugby game ig pyogress

‘, (South Africa reguiarly tialds top world-class rugby and cricket to@ms) A pert'youn
Afnkaner miss, m ‘the tradifional garb of the *Blou Rokies" (blud skms)-—tna womon Q-
B mend a small fundamemal church group . T
1 y ) . * . . : o .
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4 : n Londoii,-a Regent Street shop-
! E keeper is attacked and robbed by
Lo a gang of juveniles while waiting
AN for an underground train.
Sk In.Sydney, Australia, a‘teendge
_ girl is raped while her boyfriend is
v forced to look ori helplessly. '
' In Montreal, a secretary taking a
“walk in the park during hef lunch
4 break is suddehly grabbed from be-
P hind, dragged into the bushgs,
' - raped and beaten.
In- Miami Beach. a 70-year-old
‘woman who had recently moved -
.south to escape crime in New York

City is tied up, beaten. and choked
to death by two armed robbers.
- rg. West Germany. an
“tourist is knifed and
g on the waterfront. )
i o In Paris. an elderly man gets off
. the bus to walk the short distance to
his home. Within minutes he is lying
. . -dead on the sidewalk, his body full
of knife. wounds and his wallet ahd
| witch missing. h
! Crim¢ and violence are becoming
e a way of lifé in much of the world
. today. Shocking -crimes which a )
;L decade of two ago would have made
C - " front-page headlines are now so nu-
i merous that, in many cases, they are '
no longer news. Offenses of murder,
- armed robbery. aggravated assault,
rape. kidnapping. burglary, arson,
it vandalism and the like continue on
: - _the -upswing around the globe. de-
C spite - ever-increasing  expenditures
o, .o for law enforcement.” Developed

v ~ and developig® nations—democratic
. : and co nist—atl are reporting
; ' rising fevels of crime.

}j ** Crime statistics, however, do not
|
i

. begin to tell the whole story. Studijes

reveal ‘that upto two-thirds of all

: .. crimes- are* nevemreported! Many

4l . victims are either fearful or too em-

' barrassed to-come forward, or be-

: : lieve - that nothing can or will be
R - done even if they do.

i . Crime on the Rampage .

[ ‘The United States continues to be
i . the -rend-setter; with the highest

o « . crime Jalgeof any Western indus-
b Mon. In a nation whichs.

. spends nearly $20 billion a year to

fight crime, somcone is- murdered
every 26 minutes—over 20,000

‘ zople in |976.-Fi#ur'cs continue to
surge 'upward in %irtualy. all other
crime categories as well. N

12

*

In Britain, law enforcement ‘ofﬁ-
cials are concerned over the dra-
matic increase in crimes of violence™}
and vandalism, and police warn that /
Britain could face violent crimé “on
an American scale” within a few
years’ time. The, rate of murder and
manslaughter has doubled over the

. past 15 years. And the fise in

“petty” crime, such as shoplifting, is
termed “shocking.” -

In France—where serigus crime
has tripled in the past lﬂt];éars—‘lhe
situation is becoming so serious that -
the government has set up'a special
commission to search for solutions
to the problem. :

Italy is experiencing,a crime wave
of unprecedented proportions, and
police officials - are deeply con-
cerned. Among other crimes,
kidnappings forgransom have sky-
rocketed. And Rome now has the

distinction of being “the most thief-

ridden city in Europe.”
In West Germany, crime figures

"are up in most major cities. Authori-

ties are especially worried by a

“marked rise in political terrorism.

In Canada“and Australia, the ris-
ing level of crime and violence is
“lso triggering public concern.

In Mexico, crime is growing at an

- alarming pace. with recent statistics

showing Mexico’s crime rate to be
three times that of the.United States
.and five times that of France.

Crime statistics are rarely avail-
able for.the Soviet Pnion, but re-
poits from foreign .newspapermen -
there indicate a rise in city
crime—notably car theft—as well as

_ hooliganisni or petty crime. -

The People’s Republic of China,
currently experiencing a period of:

 political and social tensian, is in the

midst of a widespread crime wave,
including an upstrge in bank rob-
beries, looting, rape and murder. -

And so the story goes in nation
after nation today.

The Cauus' ’

Why is crime skyrocketing around
the world? What are the causes of
crime? Many diverse theories have
“been put forward in an attémpt to
“explain crime. including poverty, il-
literacy, unemployment, racial dis-
crimination, the easy availability of
guns, inadequate police protection,

unequal and delayed justice, alcohol

A ]

and " drugs. urbanization, financial
strains due to inﬂalioﬁ, the impact
of television and motion. picture vio-
lence, genetics, and 50 on.

These factors unquestionably
_contribute to and aggravate ~the
problem of crime, but are not, 'in
and of themselves, root causes of-it.
What are often termed “causes” of
crime are more-often just excuses or
justifications for it. or at best secon-
dary or tertiary causes. :

- Many people live in poverty. for -

example, but do not .commit crime.
In fact/ the poor are the greatest
victims .of crime. Surprisingly. rob-
-bery and burglary actually declined
in the United States-during the De-
pression  years of the 1930s. And
later began to incroase once again as
prosperity returned! .

Many are unemployed or are un-
der financial pressures of one sort or
another. but do not resart to-crime.
}Aosl‘ citizens of racial m'inor‘uje‘s.
hough possible victims of discrimi-
nation. have not become criminals
because of jr. Most gun own-
ers—handgun owners included—do
not use them for criminal purposes.
Most city dwellers do not turn to
crinfe because of the pressures of
city life. . -

What, then, are the real under-
lying~root causes of ciime? Before
viable solutions can be sought. the
real causes must be pinpointed.

Breakdown of the HomeA Y,

.‘Crimixfdidgi'sts haié ofte z)bscrvcd\

“that we are briaging crime and vio-

" lence upon odrselves by the kindsof

society we have, And. not surpris-
ingly. it’s back to the hoge—the ba’
sic building block of sdciety—that
“most crime can ultimately be traced:

.The breakdown of family life and
the home is a.major social trend in
nation after nation today.” Con-
“scquently, the home—which should
stand as a strong~bastion of resis-
tance "against the permissie and
lawless influences of society—is no
longer playindits proper role.

One does not have to be a psy-
chologist to uncover the #eal causes
of crime. Interviews with criminals
themselves 'quickly reveal a com-
‘mon denominator—problems iii the
home. : :

From petty thieves 10 mass mur-

‘ (Continued on pdge 14)
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i Lawlessness Is on the upswing worldwide.
L$00] ielogists and criminologists are fog th




-;and getting safer.” .

,

derers, the same stories are heard
over and over again: stories of pa-
rental neglect. or overindulgence:
stories of harsh and severe dis-
cipline, or of none.at all; stofies of a
weak or absent father figure. or of a
. domineering mother: stories of in-
cest;and other horrible sexual per-
.version Within. the home; stories of
‘paréntal hypacrisy and double stan-
dards: stories of an absence of genu-
ine love. understanding and
affection in the family: stories of a
lack of spititual and moral.training:
storigs of mothers leaving the home
for a job of their own, abandoning
children to sitters, day-care centers,
or. the streets: “stories of broken
homes and divorce; stories of par-

" ents “doing their own thing” and

«letting childrer~fend far themselves.
“Parents. in short, haye abdicated
their responsibility of molding fight”
character and instilling moral valugs-
“into their children. In far too many

. cases, there 1s little or no teaching of .

respect for authority and the rights'
of others. of honesty, decency. re-
liability and cooperation,.And in far

-too many -cases, there is no strong *

parental éxample to reinforce such
teaching when it ispresent. _
‘And. of course: today's morally
emasculated schools do litte to fill
‘the gaps leftby the parents. Neither

~ do‘the world's churches, which have.

failed 0 powerfully and effectually .
setforth wongrete moral and spiri-
tual guidelines for everyday life. .

" The result?’

Unprincipled, ¢motionally un- .

stable. misguided and confused chi)-

© dren-future crimindls jn the

making. And even if ‘some do’ not
wrn toscfime. they nevertheless re-

.. main psychologically scarred for
© life.

Train up 2 ¢hild in the way he
should. go," counseled Solomon in
Proverbs 22:6. “and when he is old.
be will not depart from it.” Yet how-
many are follawing this sage advide

. today? . . :
: An_ Américan’ newsmagazine ‘re;
~ genily reporicd the following in this

regard: “Japan is an almost crimies,

“clean nation by Western stan- |
dards. .. Jupan’s record for law
and ofder is the envy of police in the ‘|

.industrializéd West, Japan ig\ safe

Why?:

(3 4

———

“Make a chain: for the land
is full of bloody crimes, and
the city is full of
violence. . . . Ail the land is

full of murder and injustice.”

Ezqkiaf 7:23' 99 .

Experts. the report explal
most of the credif to Ja
cohesion, the close-knit Japanese-
family, and respect for authority

and tradition instilled in children by |

the parents.”

The breakdown of the home and
neglect of parental responsibilities is
without doubt a major root cause of
today's worldwide crime -epidemic.
Crime prevention starts in the home.
Yet all too many Jexperts” continue
to pursue solutions based on secon-
dary or tertiary causes of crime. Un- |

- tit They hegin to emphasize the need

for a revitalization of the: family.

- crime will continue to surge upward.

~ Strong Deterrent Needed .

To deal withithose who have not
had instilled within them a founda-
tion of cc_seg:'c\ for law and who have
chosen a fife of crime. another ele- .
ment is required if crime is to be
stopped. . o
Former U, S. Attorney Genetal
Edward. H. L.évi has asserted: “We
must understand that an. effective
criminal justice systém has 10 em-
phasize deterrence. There are many
causes of cnme: byt among them s

the failure of our system to move

quickly and effectively to detect and
punish dffendens”, ‘
_ The second major cause of crime is
the lack of 4 firm punitive deterrent
agaimst come in the forntof suiff

penalties, for those who commit i,

penalties which fitthe crime-tn maay
of the Western industrialized na-
tions. cnnminals are oftén arrested one

“day and back on the street the et

free to commit pew crimes.” Many
who are arrested are never brought to

_trial Of those tried. relatively few go

o prison, Of those imprisoned. many
- ar¢_out long before their full sen-

. tences have been served: -

The United States, again, is ‘the
tfend-setter in this regard. where
cfiminologists estimate .that of all
serious crimes, only 12 percent lead

to arrests. only\six ‘percent to -con-
victions, ‘and only one.percent to
rison. S

© That is not the sort of treatment
which is. goirig to’ deter ‘crimindls

from commiting crime. In fact. .

criminals today are convinced they
can literally get away with murder:

| that crime pays! They can commit

the most violent and vicious crimes
and find themselves back on the
streets a short time lateT.

Over half of the persons arrested
on felony charges in the United
States. have prior cniminal rec-
ords—some having been arrested ten
times or ‘more previously. A man
commits armed robbery of a liquor
store and is released on bail to await
trial. A few days later he is arrested
again. this time for burglary. Again
he is released on bond. Wh«:g“hc

- fails to appear in court, a warzahi-«

issued for his arrest. Arrested. he
spends a few days in jail. The bur-
glary charge is dropped on a “tech-’
nicality.” Found guilty of armed
robbery. he is ptaced on five years’
probation. While out on”probation.
he gs'afrcs(ed for rape while armed
with a knife.

“Revolving-dovr justice™ it's
being called. Crimnals move in and
out of the criminal justice system as
though it had a revolving door.
= When will it be realized that laws
do not defer crime? IU's the swift.
‘certain. consistent and impartial en-
forcement of those laws that 1s. the

deterrent! *‘Because sentence |

against an evil worklis not ‘executed
speedily.” the Bible observes.
“therefore the heart of the sons of
men is fully set in them 1o do ewvil”

(Eccl. 8:11).0

Prisons are rarely able to rehabuli;
tate offenders. and often actually
become “*graduate schools™ of

- crime. Rooting out ingrained char-

acter defects formed over. many
years is a.nearly impossible “task..
Prisons are not a' solution to crime,
but prison terms that are mean-
ingful and fit the crime can serve as

unishment and as a means of iso-

* lating crimintals for the safety of the

rest of society. Since the majority. of

- serious crime is committed by re-.

peaters, incarceration _for longer
stretches will adtomatically result in
a marked reduction in crime. And if

- criminals know khat a “ten-year sen-
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tence™ means a len- year sen(cnce

they Il probably" think twice before

' committing crime.

. Ultimate Responsibllity
In summary. effective teaching in

the home during the formative years

coupled with a strong deterrent to
crime in the form of meaningful
punishment by the cyminal justice

system would. go far m eradicating i

crime. The nstitution?of speedy and
firm” pumishment  for

home situation would involve a ma-
jor. long-range reeducation effort
over .many years. but in the end
would pay the biggedt dividends.

To both efforts there would uni-
doubtedly be much resistagee on
the part of so-cailed “progressive”
thinkers who would view the de-
basement of traditionab parental
roles as a good. thing. dnd would see
stern punishment as “cruel” or “vin-
dictive ” o

There remains. however, the ulti-

male consideration of inner motiva-’

tion - why man. left to himself,
inclines to crime n the figst place.

The Bible reveals the wltimate
cause of crime: “The heart s decent-
ful above all things. and desperately
wicked . .. (Jer 17 9) Why?
"Becduse Safan ‘the devil- the very,
persunification of evil and  law-
fessness ;is the “god of this world”
(1 Cor 4:4). He. has deceived afl
natiwns (Rev. 12°9) ind pevples into
pursuing 4 self-centered way of life
which leads to unhappiness and

stiife He s revealed as “the prince |
©of the power of the aw, the spint

that now worketh in the thldrcn of
disobedience™ (E ph 222). ¢ o
S thousand \(:.m. of rcmrdcd
humadan expericnce h.nv.,\ degon-
strated that mankind as a whol
utterly fuiled.to resist Salan{s way of ”
vanitys jealousy. lust “and greed - of
which ¢rime+and woleqw are the-
naturgl consequences. ©
At one point in history. the situ-
ation became so critical ‘that God |
was_ fogeed to-start all over again. |
“The earth [in the days of Noah)
‘u}ao wis corrupt before God, and
*the carth ‘was plled with violence”™
“(Ocn 6:11). Mans lhoughls were
“oaly evil Luntmudlly (verse 5). So ”
the antedifuvian world was wiped

TePLAINTRUTH Aprd 1977~

cnminals™
would have the most immediate-ef- -
fect in slowing crime Cortecting the

has .

“Judgment (s turned away
backward, and jusfice .
standeth atar off: tor truth is
fallen in the street, and
equity cannot enter.”

isaigh 59:14 '

_out by a great Flood, and ail but
“Noah and his family perished.
But Satan was sull around. and
mankind. after the Flood. quickly
. reverted to its old ways once again.
Significantly. Jesus %hrm proph:
esied of these “latter days™: “As the
days of Noah were. so shall also_the
coming of the Son of man be”
(Mau.
level of crime and violence is fulfill-
ing those very words!

The Ummat. Solutlon

The Bible also speaks of a llme—rl)t
far distant—when Satan will’ be
bound and cast into an abyss “that
he should deceve the nations no
more™ (Rev. 20:2-3). Of that tme
the prophet lsaiah says: *Nothing
will hurt or destroy n all my holy
mountain: for as the waters fill the
sed. sq shall the earth be full of the
knowledge .of the Lord™ (ha 119,
The Living Bible).

in the ftinal analysis. crame s
spiritual prablem .
the Bible reveals. s a “crymunal™
ture, since 1t 1
Jlaw of God. neither indeed can be”
(Rom. §.7). The soluton o crime
lies 10 the conversion of a carnal.
lustful. resentful. spuetul. hatétpl
human heart; changing the na-
ré of selfishness, lust and. hatred
into one. of giving. loving. sharmz.
and serving!

Today. God s keeping hands uﬂ
this world. He 1s not yet ENFORCING
His laws -on™agyoner but alfowing

“each individual to-go his own

na-

way--10 exercise s own tree moral
1 ygency. The failurg of governments.

urghes, education and the family
10 understand and W fracuce the
laws of God 13 at the oot of the
worldwide cime problem! But the
time is coming. and you arbMearing
the announcement of it in the pages
of this publicauion, when God's mil-
lennial rule over'this earth will com-

_pletely abolish crime! Whether
. L

24:37). Today's ever-nsing .

- ¢onlinue 40 see our

Human . nature,

“not subject o the ”

legislators like o admit 1t or not.
God's powerful method of deterrent
for cnme is capital punishment!
("The wages of sin is death™- Ro-
mans 6:23)

God says: “l will put.my law
their inward parts. and write 1t in
their hearts™ (Jer. 31:33) No human
being. concentrating on the wonder-

ful_things of God's Holy Spinit - of |

gopdness. gentleness, meckness,
kiidness. mercy and love could
ever brutalize another human
being! God’s Kingdom 1sethe hnal
solution!

But what about now?

‘Beheve 1t or not, the ONt Y sntenim
solution 15 the realization of govern-
mént and cnime-fighting agencies
Mat swifl, sure. consistent punish-
ment, measured exactly 10 s the
crime. will bring crime 1nto redson-
ably controllable proporuons 1 ack-
ing such absolutely guatanteed
punishment—swift detection .,
sure -prosecution. sure convwtions
based on sohd evidence. and just.
consistent sentencing 'we will nr{h,
m(crnalmnal
CTIME Wiv e prow worse 06

PROTECT YOURSELF

An avalanche of crime threat-
ens to turn our country mto
an armed camp. No one is im-,. |
mune to the danger ct cnime.
but there are some things you
can do lo protect yourself

Our tree booklet Crime Can
Be Stopped ofters pracucal
advice on how to protect your
tamily. your home and your-

self. Simply
use the cou-
pon on the
back cover
to request
1 your copy

swill,®
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~ Mothering is geherally a well-respected and

' “rewarding job, but few realize just how much it has .

-in. common with -the other helping professions.

" byCaroleRitter

.
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otherhood s 1 demaiding.
rewarding _profession No-
body - teagker. preacher.

/

v C . he » chance -
paychologist - gets the same chinee -

to mold human nunds and nurture

human bodiegiand emotions like a
mother” It can be 4 tremendously
satisfying job, and ‘the .results of
truly competent mothering can re-
verberate down through the generas
tions. )

But mothen. like other profes-

. s1onalks, are prone 1o certain decupa-

tional hazards  Not ,usl dishpan
hands either. but the same hind of
ditticuliies that plague other workers
“such as doctors, Tawvers and psychi-
atrsds

Ome such J\.u.ud that has come to
light kately v g phenomenon known
as “professional burnoat - Social
warkers. ps)\-hulugm\. mimsters

those who deal with people - -

tumately and antensely  day after
day  may alter o penod of months
OF years Experience 4 comnion syn-
_diome. The pu)pk and thar prob-
'\. lems finally “get o them.” and
Ycause them to go i a negative
\p.mcrn ‘of behavior known as
thburnout ™
“Symptloms mayeanclude a wident

ing emotonal detachment from .

their patients or clients, a loss of
love and concern. fur them as total
human beings. unwarranted anger
honal outbirsts. and various

wlaged phwml and mental

But this phenomenon is not
strictly limited (o the “helping™ pro-
Icssnfn\ It can aflect anvbody why
has to deal with people day after
dav without 4 break  And ‘while

* motherhaod_does not normally in-

clude \mrkmg with a case load of

300 clientor a group of patienty’
who h.xhuu.lll\ call¥tor advice at .

3 am it dods at umestmean i su-

penintense relatonship with one or -

© more small human beings who may

call tor service lwmly -four hours a.

day. And 1Us amaz'ng how many
mothers exhibit  c.ctiv, the same
behavior other profepsiofals do
when confronted with t9o many
“people” demands.

Smoke Signals o .

"For. instance. tired- professionals
may distance themselves emotion-
ally by various methods from those
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they seive: Doctors. for example.
may refer o patients’as “appendec-
Zlomies™ or “coronaries’ instead of
thinkmg,_ of them as total human
beings. Social workers may avoid

Canvolvement by wathholding . eye

contact. They ‘may. minmitze physi-
cal contat by
languige barners hike desks or
COURICH ey gy stand beside
doony WRRtheir hand on the knob.

"rcaxd}"lﬁ«-.s_u.tpc W things hécome too

intense. Those who work with Jow-
income tamihies may begin 1o think
of their cicnts in demeaning terms.
blaming chients. tor their phights,-in-*

stead of empathizng as they did |

when they first went o work in the
ficld. Pros on the serge of a’burnout

may find themselves lécturing ove..

shouting at-chients tor no logical red--
son -and pérhaps they are normally
kind pe
of behaving this way.

MothaﬂyPar.llc!n_» S

A burnfout moihiet may exhibit
many of the -same symptoms, ln-
stead of dealing wah each” of her
chuldren as. an mdividual, she may

s

refuse eye contuct. She may answer - -
_questions with o mumble.or 4 grunt,

busytng herself with housebold
fasks that “eipotionaliy ‘exclude her
offspnng. She may dow touching.

hugging. or. other. forms. of body

contact for leagehy periods ot ume
And she may 'menton “the kads”™
the same “{ope. of voice another prq
would refer. 1o a Mease hud"
“docket.”

. When she had her first child, she |
-probably * was. intensely aware of

him or her as.a unique. precious
mdividual. But time and routine
may have taken a Wil The emo-
tional stress of constanty dealing
with a tiny human being who makes
Aone. messes. and 1s conunually un-
derfoot may have caused a gradual
change 10 take place. Perhaps the
arrival of ope ur two brothers or
sistersglovk away the novelty and

* *added (o the load;

_tional rope (“Burned-Out.’

“Like a lawyer described hy Dr.
Christina Maslach. she may one 'day’
find herselt screaming at her young -
“clients” for no-good reason except
she has reached the end of her ¢mo-
' Human
"Behavior, Scptember 1976, p. 16).
Or she may hold in her frustration

N .

te who would never think

“until it begins 1o oxhibit itself as the

““housewife - syndrome” Described

by soawlogist Dr. Jesse Barnard,
symptoms can include nervousness.
nertia, insomaia; trcmblmg hands. .
nightmares. perspiring. faigting.

. headaches! dizziness and heart pal-
sing various body

pitation-all. with  no -physical ‘or
patholagical c\pl‘m.umn Burnit-out.
professionals tike policenten; psychi-
atnists, and prison guards experience
the same deterioration an- thar
healfth, -and the st of symptoms 1s |
remarkably simdlar. “insomnia. ul-
.cers,  mugraine,  perspiration. ner-
vousmess. and, painful muscular
tension,
" Mothers of small chitdren h.m:‘
* been kpown 1o say things hike. "ty
not .that I can’t do what | want |
can read a book. | can hsten w0 a
record: It's just that I'can never doat
when 1 want 10" (Shirjeg? L. Radl. .
Motker's Day Is Over, p.190). Psy-4
.. chiatrists whn have gone from hos--
pual to pnv.n: practice report
experieacing the same feelings.
. They have difficulty finding tim¢ for.
a little: peace and quiet ‘alone, be-
cgpse there's nobady else to go on
?y for them when the shift is over. -
One munister complained of - the
- same im‘pOs.’mun on his “down tme”
‘at"hpme: 1 hate to hear the phode
ting - 1'm afrad Hf who iUs goiag fo
be and what'theyll wane.*

Dr. Maslach roted that for >oual
workers the- brggest sign - burnout"_
was that a creayve penson with oreg-
inal lhuugh(s and a fresh approach
10 the job' found. hamself trans:’
formc.d nto @ muhamt.‘l ‘bureau-
crat.” This is also. a signal of

- matherly burnout. Ong woman re-
ported fistemng to her neighbor in -
an adjacent apartment scréam;

- *No!" 10 her actwe toddler oyer and
over again in the course of a marn-
ing. Appareatly all .imaginalion
(give the child some unbreakable
goodies to play with: take him tor a
walk: read ham a story) had van-
ished betorg the nced o be a good
bureaucrat (get the housework done -
immediately-at any cost).

« Burnt-out psychologists may re-

«s0rt to cutng down the time of

therapy sessions with clients. Burnt-

“out \mothers ‘Send the kids but-

side for’ lengthening pcnods Gf
time.
The parallels are endless.
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_What Causes Burnout?
Our society has yet 1o take~a
straight, honest. collective look at

motherhood anﬁce W for what it is |
— -a tremendously rewarding. but .

also tremendously \demaiding job
that: can provide immense. satis-

factions but sometimes exacts a ter-

rific toll. . 3
Marriage is a fantastic opportu-

nity for growth. and children give’

parents an even greater opporiunity

10 grow and develop. But growth is -

someumes. perhaps more often than
not. a painful process. A~ young

woman should be thoroughly pre- .

pated for the sacnfice. the self-de-

. nial, the total giving that's required’

of a-mother belore she ever says 1

-do.” She needs to be.a thoroughly

“matube person who “has her head
~an straight.” s0 o speak: She should

Chave hved. cxpenenced. studied. '

worked. traveled enough to know
what it -means to give these things
~up for a certan number of years o

“become the wilhing servant of one or '

more small. emotionally and physi-
cally demanding human beings. -
Young women may delude them-

selves intothinking théy're prepared -
for this giant step when they defi-

_nitely are not. They may have

bought the fairy tale of Prince
- .Charaung as.the answer to all their

frustrations, ‘when 1nactuality this
“happy ending” wall vnly aggravate

. “thear problems. Marrfage: is not_ for’
immature  people~and - neither is

parenthood. - - .

~Women ‘wha have married with
this dream firmly in mind. may be
unable to give it ap long after the

honeymoon 1s dver. Not ever having .-

g been presented with an honest alter-
native W this world's false concept
of marnage and family life, they
compare their reality with the media

“_mirage and fecl a vague or not-so-
vague dissatisfaction. but can’t
Teally put thewr finger on the cause.
Perhapd they blame themselves.
their husbands. their income. their

mother-in-law, or some other factor

for their unhappy situation.
But the real problem may be that
they-are unable o level with them-

selves as to the real nature of their
“jobs. When they find out mother”’

hood isn't all fApfly pink dresses. tal-
cum powder and pleasant maments
in a rocking chair, they may not

18

. down in many cases.

_know ‘how fo Bahdle'_ it—and they -
‘may -become prime candidates for

burnout.

Guilt Festings

There 15 nobody who {ccls'guillicr :
than a mother who “paddles “her
child fer a minor infraction that
would have been igndred earlier in
the .day. but which at_that moment -

- was Just 100 much on top of the

noisy felévision, the ringing phone.
the “overflowing garbage’ disposal.

.- and the newspaper-reading  hus-
% band wondering whén dinner was

gomng t’be ready. This can happen
10 the same woman who. a few years
Bietore. childless. vowed never to act
{ike . those. other mothers she saw
who flew off. the handle “for no
good reason” and seemed to be con-
stantly harried by a plethora of de-

- tails. She wasn't prepared for the

possibikity of her awn burnout.
A wife who w()rks,,ou'lsldc the
hommie knows that the janitorial. as-

-pects of housewitery are not all that -

overwhelming. In angtban environ-,
ment. a couple of hours a day or less

" of efficient effort 'uspally suffice. But

add. childten. .and you instantly

_have a never-ending baule against
~gnme, clutter "and’ inadvertgnt de-”

struction. On top. of ‘this add de-
mands for emotional support.-

“solace. geometry lessans, and advice .

10 the puppy-tavelorn. and you have
a redipe for imminent mental break-
Having compared these stresses
of moatherhoud to the stresses of the.
helping professions. the paraliel is -
obvious. . o C

Hope Amidst the Ashes
But if professional burnout has been.

* diagnoséd and labeled. what can be .

done about ii? Can jt be minimized
or cuted”? Dr. Maslach and her asso-
ciates found several effective ways -
of dealing ‘with the problem. First. .
burnout rates were lower among
professionals who expressed. and
shared their feelings . with fellow’

-workérs or colleagues. Second. guilt-

free lime away from the people they

~ served was of great help. And third,
education . in dealing . with them-. .

selves and other people—prepara-
tion for the professional-client or
doctor-patient  relationship-proved .

immensely beneficial. .

If you're a prospective mother (or
even if you've already had-several

“children), what can you personally

do to avoid: the specter. of burnaut?
If profussionals -can be helped_ by
beconting -more. educated in - inter-
pérsonal skills, then such . spudies
should help mothers too. Perhaps

“no college or university offers the

exact classes nceded to prepare for
motherhood. but taking Ja. féw
courses in child growth and devel-
opment can help: Reading a good
number of books in this arca may ”
also be extremely bencficial. And it
might be good to stay well informed
on the advaaces. made in. tecent
years in the study of human behav-

ior. Workers n this field have coge -

up with some rémarkable practi€al
understanding of human nature-and
ways to work with-it. At times their
suggestions joudly echo "beblical

principles: ) ) .
. But formal education isn't th¢ to-

tal dnswer. Perhaps somre “field ex-

perience” (say. taking over for & n

ftiend ‘with several small children
while she and her husband-go on
vacation) woald be in ordec. But
even this won't give you a total feel.
for what the job entails. singe you'll
be able to pack up and leave at the
end of two or three weeks. Noaethe-
less. it can give you a general idea of
what you'll be in for. And «f you
find you're just not cut aut for such ,

_strenuous .work. you've discoyered
_this-before it i5 (oo lat¢, while alier-

natives_are sull available. Qr you
may find that this-is’ exactlywhal
ypu want to be dgeply committed to -
fdr a large portion of your life: -

Paer Support .

together in informal professional

groups to give each’ other udvice

and sypport. But once they leave

the hospital and gointo practice on

theii own, they sometimes find they

desperately miss such contact.

- Mothers .need the same kind of -
professional contact and support.

Some women today find themselves

-totally isolated from what in former
times would have been an intricate

network of female fanfily. and
friends (mothers. @uants, older sis-
ters) who would have Served this

. purpose. Now a woman miy neced
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‘Resident psychiatrists and’ doctogs-
-working in hospitals sometimes get
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to. develop such a network of surro-
‘gate family from those in the local
neighborhood. since real family
may " be scaitered” all across the
~counlry. Thé. morning kaffeklatsch,
‘ratheg thaw being a mere gossip ses-
. sion, is many times an informal at-
tempt to provide this type of
- professional support. Adult educa-
tion parent-participation nufsery

_schools cap serve the same function. .

Time Oft o )
Dr. Maslach’s research” has shown
that' the one biggest help in pre-
ventunf hurnout (s tme off, time to
escape without feeling a burden of
guilt. “Time-offs™ are possible in
well-staffed hospitals and welfare
agencies. -But how dpes a mother
take 4 time-off? She can't just call in
Ssick. : :
Of courtse it is a wife's and

‘e

ful haven for her family. But she
fieeds peace 100. She deeply needs
~an occasional respite from her work,
just the same as her husband does—
and perhaps even more desperately.
Dr. James Dobson, well-known
Christian’ psychologist and author of
_books on child and family problems,
agrees with this premise and recom-
mends two things: first of all. that

. domestic help for mothers of small
children should be available if at all
possible (he suggests. hiring com-
petent high school students if one
-cannot- afford -adult helpérs); and:
secondly. that a wife “sholﬂﬁget out
of the house completely for one day

- a week, doing something for sheer
‘enjoyment. This seems more impor-

tant to the happiness of the home

_ than buying new drapes or a power

. mother's Job to deabwith her chil-
» dfen. and make héer home a peace-

saw for Dad” (What Wives Wish
Their Husbands Knew About
Women, p. 33).

Another helpful alternative 1s for
the father to take a more active role
in "parenting at critical junctures

during the day. A recent study .

showed thrat the average time spent
by middie~class fathers with their
small childgen was thirty-seven sec-

onds per day! Fathers directly inter-

acted withtheir children an average
of 2.7 times daily. each encounter
lasting only. ten to fifteen seconds!
Thi¥ shockirg. tragic situation could

_be avoided, if more fathers were

aware of ;lbeir wives' (and chil-
dren’s) needs and-took over parent-
ing for a while each day as a break
for their battlc-weary'spouses. Stud-

" ies have also shown that more home
accidents gccur around 5 p.m.—the
(Confirived on page 35)

i
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. ‘From the Editor

‘Xﬂ We thought eur readers would enjoy this cartoon run recently in the Cincinnati Enquirer. .
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» he normally se-
. date world of an-

. Testament. Further-

cient Near Eastern
archaeology is buzzing
with the excitement of
a new discovery—d dis-
covery”, which some
think-will rival that of
the Dead Sca Scrolls.
Others are threwing .
caution o the winds -

" and calling 1t the-"find

of the century.™

"Finds up to the
present include ap-
proximately 17.000
clay ablets wnttenina
language related tothe
Hebrew of the Old

| Wide World

more. these tablets de- N
scribt a -city and culture some
ct:nlur.y,cs older than the patriarch

‘Abraham but in his same*general

area Ihe finds are too recent to do
more than whet one’s appetite for the
mament Only careful and lengthy

studyiw il show their precise value for
the rescatch of language and history”
of the Bible. Yet the tantalizing data
already found and released to the "

scholarly world suggest that some
excitement is not unfounded.

The archaeological® site is Tell
Muacdikh. a mound in northern

Svria about 45 miles south of -

Aleppo The mound (or “tell™in ar-
chacological parlance) marks the re-
mans of the once flourishing city of
Ebla (According to one text, the
oty had « population of 260.000.)
Fbls was destroyed about 1600 B.C.
Yet it had been a_ major city-state
and perhaps even the capital of an
empire for many centuries before its
final destruction. The tablets so far
discovered cover approximately the
period between 2500-2200 B.C., as
dated paleographically (from the
writing) and from' the archae-
ological strata.

e

Synopsis ot the Excavation
| tirst learned of the new finds in the

“autumn of 1975. 1 was visiling at

20 ¢

by Lester L. Grabbe

‘..

NATES THE PAST

Y

Cambridge with 1 A. Emerton. prlo.- .
fessor of Hebrew. He asked whether .

I-had heard of new: cunciform tab-

lets in'% nérthwest Semitic language. -

I had heard nothing; he had heard
only a few rumors. Much of the

mystery was disptlled by the public

cation of two articles in the journal

Orientalia/Qther announcements-in’
the popular press relayed some fur- -
ther information along with a lot of .
~unvérified claims and some rather -

wild-sounding speculations.
The first really cleaf account of

“the situation came on Oclober 29,

1976. in St. Louis *at the annual

" meeting of the Soaery of Biblical

Literature together with some other
learned socicties. . o

-« The SBL arranged -for € men
associated with the Ebla discovery-

to be present and address the enfire

group. These were the archacologist,

Professor P. Matthiae. and the {an-
guage specialist. Professor G. Pett;
nato. :

Professor Matthiae gave a histary
of the dig. 1t had actually begun more
than a decade ago in 1964, The size of
the mound has indicated 1w must have
once been an important site. Tt cov-
ered about 140 acres, far larger than

many important tells excavated in -

Israel. A statuette unearthed in 1968

gave the first definiite
clue to the identity of
the. ancient city. It
~mentioned the word
- Fbla, twice: Ebla was
-ajready knowd from
‘bilier records lo have
“been an imporiant city
_ihi the second-atid thicd-
millennia -B.C.” How-
“ever. that idént-
“fication was dispute
~byv spme scholars.
“.The -year 1974
“brought the long-
awdlted,, written’ arti-
" facts. Thee were 42
clay tablets ifi- the
cunetform “scrpt (vee
photo) -comuto nly

R sused to write the.
‘Babylonian, Assyrian and Sumerian
Janguages. Like most such tablets,

they were extremely small. Even the

-larger ones were only about 3 by 3'2

inches. *Nevertheless, the ancient

- scribes were able 10 squeeze quite 4

bit- of writing ofito. such smull

. .{.pages.n.

The year 1975 brought the real
cache of approximately. 16.000 {ab--
lets. Another thousand o so turned
up in 1976. The result is’a hbrary
which will take many decades (o pub-
lish, dnalyze and evaliate Naturally.

-this says nothing of anything ~ull left

to be.excavated in later seasons!
The 'big news was not just the

* numbet of tablets, but the discovery

that many of them were wacn in
an hitherto unknown language.
However, this language has close af-

finities with such known languapes

as Aramaic, Ugariuc and Hebrew.

Since there are few remans of the

carly Hebrew larguage outsde the

Old Testament. any early records.
are of great interest W Bible schol-

ars, even if those records are n

language only relawd to Hebrew
rather than in Hebrew itselt.

A New Language

The Hebrew language is called “*Ca-
naanite” in the Old Testament. N
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and Phoenician make
up the Canaanite dia~
letts. Professor .Petti-
nato has labeled the
new language ol Ebla
“Old Canaanite.” as if” -
it were the ancestor of
Hebrew. He mav be'
correctin this. \
However, his iden-
ufication s not lhely
o go unchallenged.
Other languages such
as Ugaritic (discov-
ered. in 1929) have
been included in Ca-
naanite by some
stholars . whereas
others disagree. If the
new Eblatte language

,' to ‘be a mlsreadmg
= :The accountof a
great’ ﬂood in Genesiy.
Ra through ‘87is nlot
"“Uhique* 10- the Bible. -
“ 1t is found . in “sev-
. cralancient Near East- -
érne literatures: the
Buabylonian accountis’
well preserved and %
has been kpown since: ™
J{he late. nineteenth
century. A flood story
- istalso rcpnr!ed forthe _ - .
Ebla wablets: :
A aumber "of the-{
gedgraphical names
are not actually iden-
tified as to'locawon. It
4 is, only by .inference.

.

is indeed the tatk@r or
grdndldlhu of Hebrew. itis llkely to
be of mdre significance for Old Tes-,
tament studies than if it'is more dis-
tantly related. . '
The guestion is not one that will
be answered easily. But it may very
* well wrn out that Eblaite is only the
grand-uncle Of Hebrew rather than
the grandfather! -
Perhaps one of the more m-
tnguing  tvpes of literary material

among the tablets is a number of

" dicuonanes. They give the Sume-
cran equinvalents of Ehlaite words
and vice veosa. Their importance is
enhanced in that they help advance
knowledge of Sumerian as well as
give valuable ‘help in deciphering
~the aew language. Their arrange-
ment o surprisingly modern. These
dicuonanies  were necesSary  sjace
Sumenan was a common litetary
i language of the time even though
| the people of Ebla did not speak if.
| New Data ' .
The new texls have been studied
only a préliminary way' 0 that n
ore than hints of good things
dome can. be given. However, the
. fact that only preliminary work has

bgen done is itself reason to be cau- -

tidus with arty really or apparently
new facts. (Some lﬂllldl reports have
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not met the proper quahﬁcatmns of .
careful scholarship,) -

- It has been.reported that a num-
bcr of names well known from the
Bible have turned up. One: text
alone contains 250" geographlcal
names. Jerusalem (Ursalima) is, , SUp-

ppsed to occur.~ The names of
Sodom and Gomorrah were alsd an--
hounced, though' exactly how they
are written in the cuneiform., script
has not been shown. This is of great
intetest since the names ‘had been
known only from the Bible. scholars
had not geaerally doubtgd the exis-
tence of these cities. but, they are
now definutely conﬁrmed as hlSlUl’h :
cal.

Pcr:.)nal names in the texts. ofien
remind ode of pames of biblical
characters and may indeed be forms
of these nafites: These ncludelsrael
(ish-ra-u), Abmm (ab-ra-mu), and -
Saul (sa-u- Ium) The name - Dawd

. (daa dan iy also reported. How- -

ever, one hesitates at this. identi-
fication sincé the name David was
also long belicved to oucur in the
Mari texts (tmm about “the eigh-
teenth century B.C.). Later studies
showed this o be an incorrect read-.
ing. Likewise, the name’ Bcn]umm
whichs had originally been identi-*
fied in the Mari texts, turned out o .

i bq, the sﬁy

that they are Haken (3, -
e as names in the Bible or
other ancient literatures, However.
-onie tablet mentions an**Ur” in.the
area -of Haran. This is of consid-
erable” interest - since Genesjs I *
shows that Abraham migrated from
“Ur-of the Chaldees™ to ‘Haran be-
“fore going on to Canaan’ Since the
.disgovery of a Sumerian Ur near the
Persian Gulf. most scholars have as-
sumed this was the Ur of the Bible, %
Yet several have argued that “Ur of *
the Chaldees™ was actudlly a city in

-
=
s

“ northern Mesopotamia much nearer

to Hatan: The Ebla ‘listing now .
lends further credence to lh:s latter .~
theory. .

The, talian schelars have an-
nounced most.of their preliminary
ﬁndmgs with proper scientific cau-
‘tion. One * example’ will illustrate
“this. The name Yahwelr for the God

. of Israel seerms uniyue. Tie wording
¢ of 'Exodus 6:3 sugpests that. the

“name Yahweh was unknown bclorc

-_the-time of Moges. ..

Yet some of the edrly. feports .
stated that the namg’ )azncl: had
appeared in the Ebla tablets, Atlcf' :
_Pettinato’s lecture., fie- was “asked
“aboui this. He pointed out that “Mi-
- chael™ (ii-ka-il) oceursin a number
of texts. (It probably meant “Who is
{(‘ ommued on page 45)
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- tmivarss in which we live. it
robably “design.” Since the
dawn of hislory, mangias marveled at
the beauly, Ihe , and the sys-
{RmAle planning l seem to per- -
maale nll,?gllon-—drom the smallest
atem to reatest galaxy. The spe-
clalized abilities and characteristics
ot living things are especially
dumbiounding. From the marvelpus
matamorphosis of a butterfly to the
uncanny clock of the 17-year locust,
our earth is literally teeming with
eoupliess millions of remarkable
creatures—each with its own unique
andsintrig gtely designed forms of bg-
havior. Actually, the more: sclence
discovers, the more ujlerlyss ing;=
life becomes.

So-wondrous are the works of na-
ture that the evidance for a Master
Designer seems overwhelming. In-
deed, of all the proofs of God’s exis-
lence, the ""argument from design" is
perhaps the most cogent. '

The '‘design proot of God simply
states that there.must be a Great Cre=
ator because®the likelihood of
chance and randomness preducing
the apparent order and.design of the

!3 any Qno word deacnbes the awe-

universelis infinitesimally small. The ar-...."

gument from design does not gainht
cogency from the fact that the par-
ticular arrangement of the universe is
unlikely per se, bul rather from the
fact that it is unlikely that it would
appear planned and designed i

were solely the result of chance.
Think of a deck of cards. If you
examined a well-shuffied deck, you
would-expect the order of the cards
1o be quite random. You would not
expect 1o find the cards in an order
that would indicate an intelligent
being had arranged them according
.

e

to a special design or for a unique
purpose The likehhood that you
would ever see thal particuiar &-
rangement again might be extremely
remote; yet if you found the deck to-

«~4ally randomized, it would be obvious

that the cards were not specially ar-
ranged by an Intelligent being.

But suppose someone gave you a
deck of cards and asked whether you
thought the order of the cards was
the result of careful arrangement by
an intelligent erson or the resultof a
random shuffling. Suppose you find
that all the aces are together, then ali
the 2s, then 3s, 4s, 5s, 6s, 7s, 8s. 9s,
and 10s. You find all the jacks to-

““gether, all the queens, and the kings.
.Furthermore, the four suits always
_sappear in the same order—spades,

hearts, diamonds, clubs. The deck is
obviously arranged in a surprisirgly
remarkable way. If it were dealt in a
bridge game, the first person would
ge! all the spades in order from ace
to king; the second person would get
all the hearts, again. in order; the
third person would get all the dia-
monds, and the fourth person all the
clubs. The odds against such an ar-
grangementfoccurring by chance are
0- million,” million, million. mitlion,
million, million,” million. million, mil-

“lion, million, million to one. That's

80,000,000,000,000,000,000,-

§000,000,000,000,000,000,000.-

000,000,000,000,000,000,000,-
‘000,000 to 1 against it showing upt

fThis is exactly the same odds that
any other arrapgement would have,
assuming it happened by chance.
But there's a big ditterence! Thig
gspecial’’ arrangement shows every
indication of intelligent design!

Could you ever be conyinced that

. chance alone had produgéd this in-

== Crealion and design demand a

- credibly ordered andsregular se- -
quengce ci cards? Would you believe

it of you were told »hat a thorough
shuffling of the degiihadsallowed the

cards tofevolve” into-what only ap-

vpeareq ;,o Ibe a specially arranged
dec»(‘ if 50, you could prohably be-
lieve that the universe, the earth, the:
-myriad forms of life, and man himselt

yalso 'just happened.” ''Yes,’' you
could argue, "‘the odds are so small !
.can't even begin to imagine the in-
finitely remote probability, but it
could happen, couldn'tit?"""

The fact is thatsthere are un-=
counted trillions upon trillions of pos-
sibilities for random arra}gements in
a deck of cards, but there are only a
relatively small number of sequences
that would indjcate inteiligent plan-
ning throughout the who)g ar range-
ment.

And so it is with all creahon 01 the
imagination-defying possibilities that
total randomness couid produce
only a select few would ever suggest
the creative genius that we see
throughout the universe.

“In the world around us we can
behold the obvious manifestations ot
the divine plan of the Creator.” ob- .
serves famed~space scientist Wern-
her von Braun. "We are humbled by
the powerful forces that move the
stars, and the purposeful orderliness . _
of nature that endows a tiny and un-
gainly seed with the ability to develop
into a beautifui flower. The better we
understard the intricacies of the uni-‘ ’
verse and ajl that it harbars, the more ~
reason we have found to marvel at
God's creation.”

== Evolution? The .deck s stacked
againstit.

ATy

.

Crealor and-a.Designer.
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‘mission. Before Moses even got
to _Egyxl. God nearly killed him. be-
cause he had 'ncgleclcd to circum-
‘ciser his son—after all. God couldn’t
afford to- have the leader of Israel
have a son who was not bound to

the covenant He had made with-
Abraham! (Exodus -4:24-26.). This"

* situation upset his wife Zipporah
greatly: she ‘called him a “bloody
husband™ because of circumcision.
not realizmg it was God who re-

uired it, not Moses. her husband. |
So upset was she ‘that she tutmed -

A ight ground and took hef children
vith her. retyrring to her father’s
house. teaving Moses alone to go to
Egypt. "o ‘ )

First Crisis

Now Maoses had been torewarned
by JGod_that the Pharaoh would not

- take’toa kindly o the idea of releas-

.

Y

£ N,

ing all his fsrachte slaves. but *he
was still not prepared *for the first
‘érisis.” Whéen Moses gave his ‘now
' tamous “Let-my-people-go” speech
< to Pharaoh. all the king did was
laugh at him and punish the Ise
ites with heavier deingads! To sav

the least, Moges'_popularity, gamned’

with the Israchtes through miracles,
and promues. sutlered a great set-
back at this poat: “All you've done
is" 0 make us stk in Pharaoh’
nose.-and given Rim a good excuse
to work us™all to death!” they com-
pluincd. S

"Moses had nowhere to turn ex-

cept to the God who had sent hum.
" He knew, -YHVH was merciful and
he knew God's truth-- and kaowing
these things. he went BOLDLY .dgain

to God's throne: “Lord.”“he pro-

" fested, “How can you mistreat your
own people hke this? Why ‘did you
ever send me. if you were gong' to
do this o them? [This is as close as
anyone can dare come o sayng-l
ld you 0™ to God!] Ever since |
gave Pharaoh your message. he has

only been more and more brutal l;){/«

- them, and you have not delivere
them at all!” (Ex. $:22-23. The -L§

ing Bible.) . L

1 am not:mature eaough spiritu:

ally, and | am sure you feel the

. same way, ¥ talk 10 God ke thai!
- &)‘
today. must admit that Moses un-

"

ings didn't go well" from. the )
beginning of Moses' great com-

it secems we. as Christians -of,

3

/

-

Moses, the reluctant prophet,
paliently blessed and pre-
pared by God for & special
job, tried every way he could
think of to convince God that
He was wrong in choosing
Moses. “I'm not the man for
the job.” “I don’t even know
what name to use for you
when the people ask me
which God sent mel” “They
wan't believe me!l” “t'm not a .

-good speaker.” And finally,

“pPlease send someoge elsel”’
But God ignored all of Moses’

excuses. However much
| Moses wanted to avoid being

the chiel executive in the “‘ad-
ministration of death,”. -God,
was more determined to use
him in that job. God -inten

to.free and create the na}:ﬂ

of Israel, to give that nation

His law—and. He had hand-
picked Moses for. the job, to
be the human instrument
through whom the law would

_come! Moses did the job. But

he didn't give up reasoning -
with - hisl Maker: Moses
pleaded, argued, begged —was
mo're bold before the'throne of

“dis

PR

e ot e e Loy ey

St IR

.

derstood more about “grace™ than .
most would give him credit for—and, . -

used thai knowledge .to the fullest -

extent! - i :

Well, God's answer to' Moses was ..

to give him more promises, tell him’
to be patient. But when Moses ™
passed on YHVH's words‘to the

¢ because they were wo |
after the tragic con-
s€quence of what he had said be:
fore™ (Ex. 6:9). IV
" Moses had tremendous reservolrs
of strength. to be Sure..but he was
also human. just like you and b and’
so he also had doubts. an infenority
complex. discouragement and in
addition to tha{. remember. he was
cyerying o A runfing “argument
with God about;having to do this
_job in the first place! o
“Now the Lord spoke to Moses
again and told him. *Go back agam
to Pharaoh, and tell him that he
MUST let the -people of lsrael go™™

ten any mo,

" (versesA0-11).

“Suniming up-his-main arguments

Israelites. they didn't $€e it the same ™ - -
" way he did: ... They wouldn't lis-

e had used at the¢ burning buski.®

-Moses retorted: . But look. my uwn
people won't even listgn to me any
more: how can [ expect Pharaoh t0?
I'm no orator!™ | L :
God ignored thése repeated argu-.
ments and “simply COMMANDEL
Moses to get the job done! .

Back to Sﬁua’re One

Bolstered by~pmmjscs and;'mir‘uclcs
froaf Gogd, Moses-and Aaron. both

* octogenarianst went béfore Pharaoh:

again. Sure efiough he wus stub-
born, just as God had predicted dnd

.

'
. -

“Muoses -had known he would be: "«

Moses and 'Ayirp' pu‘g'c‘c..i«.lhcﬁhti N
with the stick and whed it o @
snake -but’ Pharaoh swas Rt

pressead! as the Israelites had bgen.
ldm’[c .
3

because his own imagicians”™d
same trick with their sticks!’, .
© Moses. frustrated and -dejected!
was- back (0 square one! But God
had not yet begun to tighi!’

God. in His patence and deter-
mination to make a name for Him-
selt in the events of the Exadus. had
“ten plagues already -planned (o use
against Egypt-and do remembey
_ lhaUhig; was the same One who be-
dame the “little Lord Jesus.” born in
" Bethlehem s6 many centuries later!
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: God
- turned the entire Nile Rwer-‘md all

" info the river. ups(ream when Aardn

“N

“Now the’ [eal ﬁattle of . Egypl be-
gan in earngst! 'Eg) pt is called “fhe:

- giftof the Nile.s And for good Téa-
o sor»Thal longest of the world's riv-

. ers

_ the Nile: there- wauld be no Egypt!”

: Na(ural]y the Nile became an object

akes Egypt | hatytable. Without

of: worship td the Egyplldns It sup-

" plied life.” renewed. each year as it |
- overflowed itsbanks. deposited the™|
: fertilizer and provtdcd the water for

the crops..So the'river yne was the
‘greatest god- in the.entire Egyptian

. ‘pantheon. -

By & miracle of vast propomonq
lhrough Muases and ‘Aaron.’

other supplies ofwater= into BLOOD!

.. Blood. Dop't pay any attention to.

‘well:meaning . commentaries  that’

' _tell you there was.a.coificid¢ntal red

mud-stide thatjust ha ppcned tosspill |

.

touched the water with histod. This
was. a ‘miracle, not a misgaph God."

. says blood—God meansblood. After
“all, who made -blood in the first

place" Could not God have a
“blood bank™ avaijable With which.
tofill the Nile? Or maybe. as He did_

- much later in chahging ‘waler into”

wine (d much nicer-miracle), He just

- changed the water into blood. No

small. miracle. “grm(ed bu& veal.
nonetheless. ‘

+~The fish died. the r{vcr sldnk and
was ‘not potable. The most;revered.
god of. i‘gypl had be¢n made to stmk
and become evil taits worshl-pers

l,'n presswe ! .
Devastating Natlonaf Dc-as'ieu )

" This was not Jpsl a jug of. H20. buit- |.

the entire water supply' One - god

downs many yet to go. But Pharaoh |-

.was ‘predictably hardhearted. His'
sorcerers turned a pint of, water into -

blood glso. and that was enpugh fof\» .

Pharaoh..**. .. He.-wouldn't listen to -
‘Moses dnd Ad&un ust as the Lord'
had predicted. an he ‘returned 1o
his palace. unimpressed™! (Ex. 7:22-
23.) Now 1t has always seemed _to -
mc that it ‘woukd have b®en’ much
more practical and impressive if .

- Pharaoh’s boys had “turned .the

blood back to water-to prove its im--
potence “instead’ of adding -t¢ ‘the

plague. But that’s not the wa'ﬁgyw *ul- 1

tians thﬂtrxght in#Whos¥days.
The power of that awesome. first
plague had a good eﬂ'ecl on Moses :
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and e began 10 pursue-his job more;

. willingly, began to become the
Moses” we all_remember. Over ‘a .
penod of :about-a,ye God.
through Moses and Adronagumshed’
that great nation Egypt with: such’
devastatmg miracles that it looked -
“worse than Germany after World .
“War 1. In fact. it ceased to.function
" as a_nation for morc lhan a genera- ’
- tion!

All the gods Egypt worshtped‘.
‘were' turned into deadly énemies.’
fearsome - plagues. Frogs. flies,

. beetles. bugs and lice--a gréat list. of ,
_gods!—became in their turn hideous

*.national disasters. Most of the cattle:

- they worshiped died of a mysterious
disease while the livestock of the
Israelites remained healthy: An
. unprecedented lightning storm com-
“plete ‘with hundred-pound hail-
stones destroyed trees, crops.:
buildings and killed many inhabi-
tants. What the hail left ,was de-
stroyed by a later plague of locusts.
No crops in Egypt at all that year!
““Far.three days God turned out all
+ the lights of heaven-with a darkness
so thick no one could move. The
siii, the moon. the! stars., all so

avidly worshiped-by-the Egyptians,
were all .turned off like. you might ~
. turn,off a light switche v
| The gods Egypt trusted in" were
not,enly no helpto them. butthey - |
frightening

Dbegame

tormentors’ -

\

: causmg pam ‘death and desu'ucnon
. The great God YHVH showed who

to let Israel go All-the’ treasurés of
..Egypt were pressed on the Israelites
in eager desire to have them gone.

til his own son died with all the ret
of thé firstborn of Egypt. That was
the straw ‘that broke the Pharaoh's
"back!:

a jubilant Moses ‘left shattered
Egyptin triumph. “Exodus” entered

1. the languages of the world with all

its meaning. and remains with us to

word meaning “exit” or “jeaving.™)
In that epic miracle of the cross-
ing of the Red Sea. God crushed the
- last remaining vestige of Egyptian

‘miies drowned. Egypt was nothing:
" no crops. few houses. sick people,
.gold.. silver ‘and all treasures gone
army no government— no Egypl'

. Mous Troubles With thé’

| ; People In Sinai . Ce

evidence of power from heaven exe-

“of Israel. grumbling, griping. com-
plaining and rebellion were the

Simai—and ‘Moses ook the brunt of
it all. Moses they sould see. It was
through Moses thit God had done
4l these miracles. And wheén there
were any problems it was Moses

W who daced_the public rage; Moses

who got | lhe'bl,ime
“Moses brought us out of L. Lol
they complained,
desert!” They couldn't see (;od
ﬁgily Moses. #Moses’ pldgues.”
oses’ exodus and” whei
Himself spoke His law to the whole
, nation with His own voice they
called it “the law of Moses”—and
‘people make that same mistake to

this very day' (We'll get to the de-

._&

was the real God by turning the:.

| things they worshipéd into.tools of ~

‘| ‘evil and death. . .

" Al of Pharaoh’s pnes(s and«~ .
“sorcerers admitted. deféat and beg-"
ged Pharaoh to let Moses have his .’

- way..The whole populace in’ panic:-
styicken” terror besought their king. .

‘Egypt lay in shambles. But Pharaoh .
stubbarnly resisted his advisers. hi¥ .
people. Moses, Aaron and GGD un-’

The sordid slaves of Egyp( led by -

this day. (*Exodus” is a later Greek .

power: her Pharaoh and ali his ar- -

with the-Israelites. no Phdrdoh no

Yet in the face.of this overwhelmmg:‘

. cuted through Moses for the benefit

milestones of the trek through’

“to die ir the

God

et




God tests-and tries us all in différ-.
1 ent ways, but be thankful you:don't
1 _ have to go through-what Mosés did!
1 Moses knew whose idea this whole
plan was: God's. God's plan God’s
‘people, God’s -plagues, God’s Ex-
- odus (and, of course, God’s law).
. But the \people only saw Moses, the
" man to blame. When Moses was up
. on Mount\Sinai to receive the Ten
~ * Commandments,” he was staggered
e by what his\Maker had to, say:
“Quick! Go
people that you hrought from Egypt
- have defiled themsglves” (Ex.32:7).
" Remember, ses had not
. wanted the job in
" tried jn every way to avoid the call-
ing. God had given him—now God
Himself was seemirg tosound Jusl

“1 have seen what a stub

- bellious ot 'i\hcsc people are.
let me alone and ity anger s all
blaze out against. them and destr

" them all; and '} will minke ‘you

hem" (verses 9-10)" This was the
“same God of love who later-became
. Jesus . Christ; the same God who
) - gave His ewn life-for you and me,

B " He was now threatening to pe-

IR stroy—and even those Egyptians He
the same God of |

i . - - had destroyed;

] . whom John spoke iri the New Testa-
ment when he said: “For the law
was given by Moses, but grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ” (John
1:17, KJV). ‘But in _this situation it
was God (who became Jesus ¢ hrist,

. the Spokcsman the Logos) who had
just given the law in H|m:ﬂln voice
to Israel, and written w
finger in stone to Moses—

' Bold Intormclon

J“But Moses begged God., nol w0 do
T4 . # anger so ‘hot o}amst your own
people whomy brought from; ‘the

People liave misunderstood John’s

slatemen( cited above,. probably be-

_cause they have not read the whole
“book! - '

At this particular 4 moment the life

- of- an emlre nauon—mxlhons of

2.6'

tails of that in the next installinent.)

n down, Jor ygur-

- Moses was only 80!

"o+ like the peoplc and blaminy it all 01;1,.__

Moscs into a-great nalion instead of \}

anid yes, all those lsraelites whom

is~Oown. .
dgit was .
Moses who was agkmg for'grace! - |-

it. ‘Lord,’ he pleaded, ‘why is your. |

land of Egypt with such great powgf -
and mighty miracles? ” (Ex.32:11:%:

]

people, wnh all their, polennal bil-
lions of descendants (énd smaybe
you ate.one of them!)—hung on the
words of one man: Moses. Most
people’s opinion of Moses’ suppos-

- edly harsh character would surety

demadnd that Moses would have
been the first one to take God up o,
His offer! Let God kill all the israel-
ite§rothey were just a pain-in_theo
neck to Moses anyway! And what a
promise to Moses himself: to. make

4 whole nation from the one”man.;

Moses, just as He had made the
whole nation -of Isracl from one
man, Abraham! After all, Abraham
was 100 years old when his son of’
promise, lsaac, was- ‘born—and
.

‘Moses. who governed wuh am
u'on trand. Moses, who administered
corporal and capital punishment for
crimes against God's laws—and
stoning has got to be oné of' the
hardest of all capitdl punishments!
Moses, granite-faced. stern and un-

- bending. Moses. man of law. prime

mijnister of the admmlstrauon of
dealh' R
Theré are not. many Cliristians

\whe would depend on Moscs. for '

nercy!
- \Bul hiere’s the story of what really
happened—~ behcve itor not~wmten_

: thine own self. and saidst’

.,‘. L4 v

stead of for himself. Moses scrcwed' 7

up his spmfual courage and spoke
to God Himself as no.other man
hal. Moses went boldlyta the throne
~of grace.

Addressing God Almnghly Moses

said: “Do you want the Egyptians to .

say. ‘God trickéd them'into coming”
to the mountains s’ that, he could ,

slay them, destroyifig tiyem from off . -

“the face of-the éarth™ (Verse 12.) A
_strong argyment, but |-would think
a. dangerous ofi¢ to use on God
" Himself. But Moses. deeking’ nfércy,
for others, web far bcyond (hat'

Moses the Mercital -,

- “Turn back from younﬁesce wrath.”

"Moses boldly-said. “REPENTIV '
Moses said—T0 Gop! “Repent of¥
this evil against thy people.” Has' -

any other man dared”to speak '
God like this—and lived? ‘Moses
did! Yet sorffehow it doesn’t seem to
. fit witle what we've always heard
“‘about Moses, does it?

Moses . continued: “Réinember
Abraham, Isaac, and Isracl. thy ser:
:vants, to whom thou’ swarest by
unto
them, 1 will multiply your seed as
the stars of heaven, ‘and all lhlS land
that I have spoken of will'l Bive
. unto your Sccd and they shall in-
herit it for ever” (verse 13, KJV).

‘What boldncss' .What absolute
trustin the mercy and grace of God!
Whaf spiritual gurs! What a merci-
ful Moses' % .

And beyond that, it was effecuvc
.it worked! “And’ the LoRD R
PENTED of the evil which he thought

e do-Gnato his pcople " (Vcrse 4. -

TKIVY) ‘ e
Way? .
" Fow can this be" God angry?!
Moses }neruful?{ It doesn’'t make

“sense with what yowgve. heard be- )
* fore. does it? An emgma apwgzlea -7

pdmdox'
© But what aboyt all lhgse pcoplv

.|, the grchl God of love destroyéd and
- all. those people ~that harsh man

" Moses “saved” thit day? And. in a

- largek sense, if God is dll powertful
- and all loving; why does He allow so

much human suffering today?
Moses , lqarned - the” agiswers 10
\thes¢ ‘puules im a grlpping tale
orth” the: teilmgr}ead it’ next -
issue. O ’
('I‘o Be Contmued)
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Tlof- industry To c'ose down vu-

ually. all energy-consummg busi-

-hess operations-one" day a week
“waquid be . a useful step®’ (Chris- -

tianity Today, November 5, 1976,

p 42). : BN
‘Saeveral months prewously Edi-

B tor Lindsell had argued in a similar

. Christians and Jews.
* griminatory and an infringement of -

vein for prompt action to conserve .

..our dwmdlung natural. resources,
- then’ cilmg Sunday as.the logical

day. This, however, raised a storm
af protest from-Sabbatatians, both -
It was dis-

the First Amendment ia. the Con-

titution, they/yared In-:addi-
: tsl\qn man ée compufSory

reh@lou Servance of Sunday as
the ‘mas of the: beast prophesaed

. to prevail’ ifi. the closing days. 0f -
'tms era of man, just before' the
" return to earth of Jesus Christ

-Lindseil's.suggestion was based -
oh ' ‘natural law and the commdn.

good’ of Hhumanity''—mankind's

Built-in need for'a periodic_rest at

- weekly mtervals——not on-the idea

" that govefnment should: decree

i B Edltorlal propbsal pmvokes
oo inpmslng examination

. of the validity

e ol Sunday observance

¢ Harold Lindsell, the editor
D ot the well-known qvangeli-
cal . magazine Christianity
oday published in Wash
'D.G., recently proposed "‘that Sat, -
urday "be, set, aside -as the dqy ot
‘rest” for all Americans. “Even
. though Ahé world has vast under-
develoneﬂ sources of energy,” he
said, “there is a shortage of the
king of ‘fuel that keeps buildings
warm, provides electric power,
and makes possible the operatron

o

ington, *

“anything regardmg relngious actw-f“
_ity. His current proposal: {? Satur- .
_..day rest likewise. infends; go
~religious cogrcuon,-ﬁhose who ~
“wished could obseive the day.to
‘God; chefs,could spend itas they

pleased. - e
““It should prove no !hemoglcal
hardship' apart from the fact that
our Lord rose from the dead on
the first day of the week," Lmdsell
wrote, ‘‘there is rothing.
Scrrpture that requirés us 10 keep

' Sunday rather than Satsrday as a

holy day In the interest ot the na-
tion, Protestant and Cathdlic
churches could change meu wor-.
shlp‘serwces trom Sunday to Sat-
urday. Or we could keep. Sunday, -
as our sabbath; whalever ncon-

- venience wa suffered would be a

token ot our good will. toward ‘a
mmonty whose sem:taw}zes we: re—
spect.’ :

He concludes: Saturday clos-
ing could not posgibly be con-
Stryed'as a rellgaou ploy. It would
proVIde no church state wobl/em .

It would serve the larger ifiterests
-of humanity. Responsible’.leaders
should disouss the possibility.'"
-Dare we see in his ednonal an-
other sign of a tfend of ouf times?
Considerable attention- is being
paid in many quarters to the ques-
tion of the biblical-Sabbath. Many’
are serlously ‘wondering by what
‘right and authority Christians ever
turned from the day God ordained
to another day which was hal-
lowed chietly, if not'solely, by its
dedication to the sun:god by 1he
pagans. ) -
: Durng a tme when, in Lind-
sell's words, ‘'Sunday obser-
vance is rapidly losing, rot
Qalnmg ground,”” several small
denominations, evangelistic orga-
nizations and other religious en-
terprises ~ have  recently

- re€stablished the Sabbath, and

actively emphasize .

Contrary to .the misleading us-
age .of some of the older denomi- -
. nations,. Sunday was never

“'Sabbath." God's Sabbath was
never changed to, Sunday Fidnest
.scholars dlf admit the .two were,
and always have been, two sepa-
fate and distinct institutions Sab
" Bathis’Saturday. '

Today a small, but dcsCeerIe
ground swell of thinking people are ‘-'.
raising ‘and facing the impiications
of the uncertain foundations of the
traditional Sunday - observance.
Were social, political and pagan
reasans ever a sufficient basis for

Mj aving the Sabbath of the fourth
c

ommandment” Indeed, shoutd .
we not all return to the practice.of -
- Sabbath observance of, Jesus and -
theapostles"“ kD e
It you would hgve 10 start your
Town unbaased’mvesugatjon unfet- .
tered by the tlfmly belileved but’
pﬂen erroneqQus pérsonal opmlons
usually taught in the name of
~Chuigt, write for our free booklet
Which Day Is the Christian” Sab-
. ‘bath? And watch for tutifie articles
in this magazine further explaining
and,,glamymg this and other im-
portant issu@s.

_ Lawson C. Briggs
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; resndent Jigpmy. Carfer unabashedly +*°
confesses that he is one. So do Senator Mark
" O. Hatfield of Oregon and Congressman John
B. Anderson of linois.. Charles Colson, former
'aide to Richard Nixon, has written a best-selling’
autobiography recounting how he became one.-
Eldridge Cleaver, onetime Black Panther leader,
returned to the United States to face trial on
assault charges as the result of an expenence
that made him one.
What these mdnvlduals and perhaps 40 mllhon
© more Americans and additional millions worldwide
+ —profess to be are ""born-again’ or evangelical
Christians. The terms "'born again'* and
“evangelical’ are used interchangeablxto
desctibe these Christians because ofthe two
" salient aspects of their faith. They share m
’ common a highly subjective 'born- -again”'
experlence a turning point in their lives when -
‘they committed rnemselves to Christ. And they
~believe in evangelism, the proclaiming ot the
redemptive message of Jesus'’ life, tegchurl‘g and
atoning death—the "'good riews'" (called -
* euaggelion in the Greek New Testament and later
._dybbed godspel by the Anglo- “Saxons).
Prewdus to the 1976 presidential election,
. evangelical Christianity rad been growung_ quietly
but impressively. tor over a decade—often atthe .
expense of played out, mainline churches.

)

by D. Paul Graunke .

- untit the presidential

'

- the Evangellcal

» Indeed, some Evangelicals-had beethcontending
for several yearsythat they represented\e silent
and overlooked X@{)@ﬂW of Protestants. B

q@palgn of Jimmy-Carter
did a ‘‘great awakemng occur among the media
as they focused on Evangelicals and discovered
their numbers and influence.’

A Galtup survey, released flve weeks' belore the
Navember elegtion revealed that 34 percent of
1,553 Americans lntewlewed claimed to have
been *'born again.' Among-Protestants alope, .
nea-rly half (48 percent) said they were *'born-
again'’ Christians, which projected to.a .,
nationwide total of 43 million adults. Gallup also
found'that 58 percent of Protestants (compared

‘to 38 percent of Catholics) have tried to convert '

others to Christ through “‘witnessing" in one form -
or another. Even more surprising, some-46.
percent of Protestants—and 31 percent of - .
Catholics—polled believe that “‘the Bible is the -. "
actual word of God and is to be taken literally, -
word for word."’ :
Gallup concluded Afl ot our studies wouid

~-séem to indicate that God is alive and well in
* America.” He observed that the evangelical vnew ’

is currenlly the ‘hot' movementln the o
church . 1 1976 can becons:dered the Year of

The hlstoncal and splrltual roots Dl‘ .

The election aof a “bom—agaln“ Christian ptesldent has focused anonllon on the msrugnlllcant
movement amgng \American Protestants. It has also tempted Evangelicals to become lnvolvcd
with the clccu%wp[ candidates as wcn as tho cloction to grace. e

- Iy




—

evangetical Christianify extend
back to the Pietism movement,

/qfounded by the German Lutheran

P. J. Spener (1635-1705), that
swept Europe in the 17th century.
The Pietists sought a religion that:
was more personal, individual and
meaningful than the systematic but

. stale and remote "orthodoxy pro-

pounded by the scholafly succes-
sors of -Luther. and Calvin. “They
stressed the need for canversion,
high . moral standards, a[]ﬂ were
deeply concerned with thé" wmmng
of more souls for Christ. They dec
emphasized doctrine and dogma,
which enabled the movement to
spread among a wide variety of reti-
gions just-as Evangelicalism today
cuts across religious, racial and re-
gional hines In brief, the Pietists

- promulgated a subjective “heart re-

ligion'* to act as a counterweight to
the scholastic “head religion” of
the day : - '

H:ar( Rellglon ”

Nicholas Zinzendort. (1700 1 760) a.
successoj 10 Spener in the Pietism
movemem gave the "heart rel-
gion'" an added twist. Rejecting the
idea of many Pietists that cor-
, version should bé marked by ‘an
'oulward act of penténual ‘remorse,~
Zinzendort cojned the slogari that
has come to play such a great role
“in the hustory of fevivals: *Come as
' you are {11s anly necessary to be-
lieve in the atonement of Chnist.”
Closély paraliel to the Pieilst
movement 1n Germany was the

-+ Evangelical or Methodist (named at-,

ter the memodncal manner of study
and dEVOllOI'l m0vement in.
Epgland Bd b 1Jonn Wesley (1‘703
1791) In 1738, aner ‘a fruslfaung
. penod of missionary work in the
colony ot Georgia. Wesley returned
to Engiand where he came into
contact with a group of Moravian
Pielists-who had originally been or- -
ganized by Zinzendort On May 24.
dunng a meeting of Moravians,
Wesley's intellectual gonviction: of-.
God was transtormed into a per-
sonal experience while hearnng a
reading ot Luther's preface to his’
‘commentary on Paul's epistie to the
Romans. In his Journal, Wesley

30 .-

wrote that “while he [the speaker]
was describing the change which

“God works: in the heart through

faith in Christ, 1 felt my heart
strangely warmed. | felt | did trust in

" Christ, Christ alone, for salvation,
and an assurance was given me

that he had taken away my sins,
even ynine, and saved me...."
From then on, Wesley, like the Piet-

- ists, laid much emphasis on the ne-

cessity of conversnon He devoted
the remainder of his life to evange-
listic preaching-in England.
Meanwhiie, across, the Atiantic,
the British colonles in America were
experiencing the ''Great Awak-
ening”* sparked by the preaching of
Jonathan Edwards in Massachu-
setts. For several decades revivals
and conversions spread like waves
through the colonies As with Wes-
ley in England and Zinzendort in
Germanygmany colbnial revivalists
had to conduct theif campaigns
outside thé.established churches.
Emotional-denionstrations and dis-
orders were not welcomed by con-

.servative churchmen who cared tor
-more subdued, decorous conduct

intheLord's house

 Private Versus Public Religion

From the time of the “Great Awak-
ening’ to the Civil War, U S Protes-
tantism was generally evangelical:
Aithough church and state were
separate, religion and culture were

‘not Evangehcals believed that God

had given them’ North Amer-

" ica—and the U S, Constitation—as
basis .tor, bdilding an evangehstic

nation Revivaiism. WHS considered

_God s wa“z ot wmnmg souls '
But s vision of, Tehgion was.
shattered by the Civil War ard Re- .

construction In the North, Protes-
tantism came under the intluence ot
liberal scholars who_began to ques-

tion such fundamental doctrines as -

the deity.of Christ and His resurrec-

tion Further, the wave of Roman-

Catholic and other nonevangelical
immigrdnts and the onset af ingus-
ialism with its squalor and evils
withered the dreams of an evangeh-

* cal Eden
In the South, Protestants clung to
(Text continues on page 32)
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a strong evangelical faith that prom-
ised a "bjessed assurance’ of eter-
nal life hereafter to compensate for

Nhe " defeat,
that resulted ffom the war. Their
sense of otherworldliness and doc-
~trinal punty led to a sptrt?ual one-
upmanship toward the “‘woridliness”’
and hberalism of Northern Protes-
tants—an attitude that persists to-,
day.

On the other hand.” Northern
Protestants have been critical of
their ‘Southern colnterparts for ne-
glecting.the social problems of, tHe

*. day In*part. thts neglect-has been o *

“ the consequénce of the pther—

worldiipess .ot Southern Evargeli- .‘

calism that led to lhe development

of what Martin Marty ome of the -

<, foremost nterpreters “of * modern.
American rettgton calls anlate
sotestan,ttsm Private Protéstant-

2 jsm, holds the‘ ;ié@SImtSth view that -
~ the worldis a. ‘hopeledsly évit plice.,
Souls must be rescued trom it one.
By““’é bl Will taKketHe Féturn of

¢ Chiist’to tully nght all the wrongs.
Chnsttans should adopt as a, pojtcy
“Chast's™prayer to His” Father that

“thou stlouldést (rot] take them out -

. of the ‘world, but that thqu shout-

dest keep them from the evil. They

~are not of the world. even as | am
_-not of the world"" (John 17:15:16).

In contrast. thé "‘worldliness" ot

the Northern Protestants has led to

a more optimistic view Marty, calls

“public Protestantism.”” They .be-

lieve that-Ghristians Gan and shoutd .

"~ « change somety through socual te-
form, ecumenism and ‘méral in-
fluénce in education and palitics. In

" thus way they can be “"gdod Samari-

suffering and poverty.

better world in the indﬂnite here-

after.
Thus, the International Congress

-on World Evangelization, meeting

July 1974, in Lausanne, Switzer-

“land, rejected a call for moﬁigcial '
g

actien on the part of Evangelicals.
While consideration was given to
the “liheration of the whole man™
and the social implications of the
gospel. a majority of the 2,500

delegates opposed the trend to- .

ward ‘*secutar salvation'’ that
viewed human liberalion in a politi-
cal and social frame of reference.

o

; Can Evangellcals
- realistically continue to .
confine their role to just
wutnessing and soul’ -
. winning, now. that they
have cofne off the )
sidelines.and:gotten
involved in “worldfy"'*
SRR aﬂalrs’

. 3

)

.

- The:congress voted tq hold fast to

not 1s political liberation salvation.”

the narrow, traditional " concépt of

evangelism, i.e., preachtng Christ to
win souls now in advance of His
return. -Article' 5 of the covenarft
drawn up at Lausanne stated that
“social action 1s’ not eyangelism,

Ot the World o e
The Evangelicals at Lausanwn'e n’

1974 could-aflordto avoid choking' :
_evangelism with fhe cares.and *

causes of this world -Atter all, Evan-
gelicals” have alway$:.been a reli-
gious -minority ~ They

Tarety

again faith and his campaign
pledge to bring morality and trust
back to goveinment. .

Carter's candidacy also tempted

. several evangelical groups—totally .’

cgigsconnected with the Carter presi-
dential .campaign—to get involved
in politics. *As i the election to

~ grace was not a sufficient pre-

occupation, they took an interest in
the election of candidates by en-
dorsing  certified  “'born-again”
. Christians. Evangelicals were en-
courage(d to pacticipate in the politi-
cal process—an. activity that until
the past several years has been
- largely tareign to the bulk of the
evangelical community. Reckoning
that- ““borm-again” Christians - ac-
" ceunt,for one-third of the American
lectorate. politically minded Evan-
.gelicals" ‘hoped to score significant
_gains at the béllot box for God and
a more Christian country in" the
pbst Watergate era.
"Bt thetr impatt on the election

. —with_ the possle exception ot

Carter's candidacy—doesn’t ap-
pear to havé been great. Federal
and glate governments were not
born again on-November 2. But the
election did sérve to exacerbate the
‘debate "among Ewangelicals over
their proper role m wayldly affairs -
Faith witholt works is dead,
wrote'the apostie James: But just- :
what Warks should Evapgelicals oc-

At cupy thEmsetves with till e Ktr%g -
ally

dom comes” Can: they réalistic
* contifie tieir Tole_to ;ust wutnessmg s
.and wnnnmg ‘souts QW tt;tat they
" have come of the srdel“nes ahd be- -

- come BC‘IVG pamcnpants n nauonat
affairs? Can they develop an ethic

' f‘tan%‘ tultillting Chirists ~thstruettot't ES exnratsedmmmatsctautwcept [ mdvprggramnto deatawtth the seri-

. “Thou* ghalt*isve thy:. neightror- as
thysett (Matt. 22 39) "
" Revivalists since the Cwil War
have traditionally preached a pri-
vate Protestantism that has ighored
or deprecaled  the need for social
“retorm. But .recently groups of
"Mew Evangglicals” have sprung -
up to crusade,with typigal ev,angelt-
cal fervar for a”'social gospel” rele~
"vant to the world here and naw'.
Stit, most evangelical leaders
continue to proclaim the gospel of'a
born-again: experience now and a

32

. tian occupies |

‘. 4 regronal basis#-as a consequence

of ther relatve ndifterence  to

‘werldly affairs. Very few Evangeli-
'cals then-held posifions o nattonal
~or: internatibpal leaders

geltcats more or . less condemned

-"Evan- -

<

and moralized from the sidelines as ;

spectators But now’in- 1977 they

" bave to a degree hecome players. A

“born- agatn ' Chris- -
White House. The

selt contesse

candidacy of Jfmmy Carter 'made

evangelical Protestantism a political .

issue because of Carter's born-

+,:.0US -problems:, tactng the«cgauntry, 5
and the world: hunger, poverty. pol-
iution, injustice? Just as the nation
is at last taking notice of their
“strength, Evangeltcals ttnd their”
house divided on these vital1ssues. . )

If 1976 was the year of the great' )
‘awakening of the Evangelicals'‘la-,
-tent strength and ‘influence, 1977 -
and’ succeeding years may ‘be a .
‘period ot the great disillusionment

~ds Evangehcals discover the frustra-
tions of going public—being of the
world and not just init. O

. The PLAIN TRUTH April 1977




b

Phoenicians called hef Aszarte and ~

the Teutons addressed their god-
dess as Eostre. Could all of these
“mother-of-god”” figures be one
and the same?

The egg. of course. has long’

been a symbol of reproduction and
fertility representing the earth, life.
or the seat of the soul. In ancient
Egypt the egg had magical and re-

“ligious significance for the after-

life: in ancicnt Rome eggs were
used 'to cast magical spells (Funk

and Wagnalls Standard Dictianary .

of Folklore. Mythology and Leg-

E end. p- 341)

FUNNIES

Eggs. rabbits and hot cross buns

are Easter symbols familiar to
us all. Yet ‘many of us might be
shocked or surprised at the real
_origin and meaning of many of our
allegedly “Christian™ Easter cus-
toms. .

Nearly all of the symbols and
_customs invohved in_the modern
“Christian™ observance of Easter
are actually not. Christian at all.

ut derive from ancient pagan+Eu-

pean myfhology dnd super-
stition. The ardcient pagan symbols
.have simply been taken over into
- mainsgream Chostianity and given
~ a pseudp-Christian veneer.

The madern word “Easter™ itself
is evidently derived from the name
Eostre or Eosrur, am anacient
‘Teutonic . gaddess of the spring
months. with whomjwere doubtless

.- agsociated “sprang fertility rites

: ’(B'E.de‘ D¢ demp.-Ratione, 15). The
" biblical gem associated with the
- lobservanve of Jesus” death is called

the Pascha, 4 Greek term used W .
1 tranylate the’ Hebrew word. “Pass-
©oover” Unfortunately. we know

“little: mote about the goddess
Eostre than her name.

Actually. the nameggéaster” has

a. remarkable similarity w the

piine of that ancient.Assyrian and

Babylonian goddess I.\‘h?;:;r.' The

The modern use of eggs ay Eas-
ér time probably originated in
early medieval fertility rites. In
France during the 17th century. a
bride had to break an egg upon
entering her new house in order to
ensure she had children. In Ger-
many. a mixture of eggs. bread

and flour was smeared on a plow. .

on the Thursday before Easter so
that the coming harvest would be
plentiful (ibid.). In some areas of
Europe. if eggs were not ex-
changed at Whitsuntide the hens
would supposedly stop laying:
Thus our modern Easter egg is
little more than an ancient Euro-
pean fertulity symbol.

The European rabbit or “Easter
bunny™ was also long revered as a
fertility symbol of the love goddess
Venus (or her Germamic equiva-
leny). In early pagan Furope. rab-
bits were actually sacaficed to the
goddess Venus (Handwarierbuch
des Deutschen Aberglaubens, vol. 4.
cal. 96 1). Throughout much of Eu-
rope. the rabbit has traditionally
been viewed ay a creatuce of magi-
cal power and influence’ (ibid.).
When modern parents assure theu

“chitdren that the Easter bunny lad

those brightly colored eggs. they are
actually following practices'known

long ago in pagan Lurope.

Hot cross buns are another sym-
bol assoctated with  Easter. ,&d
along with other baster pastries

~ they make ita high-calonie holiday:

Hot cross Buns dho goback 1o pa-

- gan offenings on ancient holy days.

the vross probably replacing pagan
symbols or images “As i so many
other instances where pagan ritual

| Wasr Chyist an impostor? Or is

was Christianized. nothing is.morg '
likely than that the cakes used at
pagan festivals became. by an easy
teansition, cakes associated with
Christian festivals. Among cakes
‘which may have hld this history
may be mentioned Yule cakes. ..
hot cross Buns on Good Friday.
Easter cakes ...." (Hastings- Ency-

- clopedia of Religion and Ethics, vol.

1. pp. 60-61). Like so many other
“Chfistian” symbols. ‘hot ctpss
buns have a leng pagan history.
Many modern Christians doubt-
less feel that these pagan customs
have little or nothing to do with
their actual Christian faith in Jesus
Christ as their resurrected Savior,
Yet-do got these customs and sym-
bols obscure. especially for chil-
dren, the real meaning of the
death of Christ and the true sym-
bolism associated with it—bread
and wine (Matt. 26:26-28)? If you
paint your eggs this year and ro{
them across the lawn. you might™
want to think about it.
Scott G. Rockhold

| (Matthew 12:30) that the only
sign He would give to prove He
was the Messiah was that He
would spend three days ant
three ‘nights in His grave. Yet
tradition has it that Chrigt was
in the grave.from Friday sunset
to -Easter Sunday sunrise—only
a day and a half! Who is right? .

Jesus Chrlsxacleany stated
d

traditional Christianity mis-
taken? Read the surprising an-
swers in our free booklet The
Resurrection Was Not on Sun-
day. (Jo request your copy,
- pleasd use the g
coupon order g
form .on .back

cover.)

’

'

ASIRCTY SR

¢

" The PLAIN TRUTH Apid 1977




_(Cominﬁed from page I0)
tions in South Africa is threatening
to overwhelm the plans of the econ-

_omists. The Black population in

today’s South Africa could treble by
the ‘year 2000. So, no matter how
many ‘new jobs are .created in the
fiomeland areas, millions of Blacks
are still expected to make their way
to South Africa’s traditional indus-
trial Sites tn search of work.

Thus. 1t is understaridable that
many leaders 10 -South African in-

‘dustrial and [ political life believe.

that while the homelands policy is
“irreversible,” there will remain for-
ever a very large population of what
one expert calls “irreducible” urban
Blacks, many of whom already are
second or third generation city-
dwellers who have no firsthand
knowledge of their ancestral home-

lands. These people. claim the in- -
dustrizlists, must be presented with

a clearzr vision,of thetr own tuture.

It is in the urban areas, of course, .

where the current youth-domnated
“Black Power™ movement has taken

“rout. But Black Power advo- .
‘cates tied into such imported phi-

losophy overlook the far. deeper
historwcal and philosophical roots of
tnbal Afnica. “Majoruy rule” in

. South Africa would quickly break

down intg the worst internal -strife
and vppression the country hgs ever
known far surpassing any inequities
mt the preseni system.

“Petty Apariheld'’ Passing

In the utban arcas, that aspect of
separate development which others
in the Western world find so offen-
sive so-called “petty apartheid™ s

" fading steaddly “South Afnica’s am-

bassador to the U N.. Roelof Botha,
has publicly told the U.N” Security
Counal that his government does
not condone discrimination purely
on grounds of race or color, and that

everything would be done to move -

away from such discnmination.
Desegregation has been imple-
mented in leading hotels, restau-
ragts, parks, hbranes " and some
theaters. Desegregation of sport
is proceeding; 30-year leascholds
of land by Blacks -isgthe urban

34
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townships have, been granted.

To improve the lot of the urban
Blacks is a very expensive process,
and up until now the tax burden has
fallen almost exclusively on White
should¢ts. South Africa’s current
economic recession has not helped
matters either.- . o

In an effort tg. lift some of the

U burden off vf the government's

back. an association representing

private industry recently came for-

base near Pretoria, pilot prepares to
disembark from cockpit of a Mirage
3C jet.. . o

ward with a massive privately fi-
nanced schemie to improve.hou;fng.
transportation and other ameitities
for urban Blacks. .

Nevertheless, as Prime Minister
Vonster said recently; South Africa’s
“accomphshments are never men-
tioned or praised. No matter what
we do, it makes no difterence to our
liberal detractors, 1t *cuts no ice” that
the South African Blacks are the
best pard Blacks in Africa. They are
also-the best educated and they en-
joy the highest standard of living of

any .Blacks on the continent....

Every year the gap narrows between
Black and White pay 'scales ... we
are making steady improvements,
bul receive no recogniion what-
sSoCver. :

Of wourse. he might have added,
the extremists have no real interest
in “equal pay” or “majority rule”:

their aim is the seizure .of ;.)olitical
power. and the overthrow of the
existing order. This goal. appar-

_ently, meets with the approval of -

much of the-world.

Response to Soviet Challongq

It is into South’ Africa’s enormdusly
complex racial/cultural milicu that
the Soviet Union is working hard to
influence events, knowing full well

. the Western world is umlikely. at this

time to counter-its activities.
But neither Moscow, the West nor
= the United Nations comprchends
the depths 16 whiclt the South Afri-
can people—especially, but not ex-
clustvely, the Afrikaners -are willing
to go to defend their country. It
would be. to be blunt. a bitter fight
10 the end by whatever means. not
excluding nuclear wedpons, if that be
necessary. )
South Africa is far agd away the
foremost conventfonal nulitacy
power in Africa. This was amply
demonstrated in Pretoria’s tHfated
Angola campaign of 1975, during
that country’s civil war. In an amaz-
ing official report recently issued. 1t
wis revealedthat a mere 2.000 South
African troops were within hours of
effecuvely conquering nearly all of
Angola- acutralizing 15000 - “in-
vincible” Cuban troops in the pro-
cess ' before” they were withdrawn
because of “political ednsiderations”
resuting from the sudden U'S re-,
-negipg on a joint Westernpower ant-
Marxist campagn. - .
Adchmlr Telegraph
“South Africa was on the brnk ot a
military victory when Amenca’s po-
litcal nerve faled ™ Luttle wondet
Prime - Munuster: Vonster has con
tempt tor Western will in general
and .totalty dwiscounts any forewgn
help in the luture
That future. moreover. could be a
nuclear one. South Africa Tertainly
_has the capacity to develop nuclear
weapons -1f she doesn’t already
have them.

In 1975, ‘afer years of help from

West German techmoians, the
South Africans completed a pilot

uranium-carichment plant utiizing

the revolutionary jet-nozzle system
of urapium reprocessing developed
by the West German scientist:k, W
Becker. South Africa’s close techni-
cal ties with lsracl—another sus-
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. " pected nuclear minipower--are afso
well known. -
The similatity of South Africa’s
dilemma to that of Israel-"another
“pariah” state To much of the
world—is striking. But ther¢ is one
major difference. Israel, at least, has
one superpower friend in the world
that virtually puarantees her future
existence. Her close “ties with the
nited States. provided they are
maintained. preclude her from evér
having to use the bomb most ex-

(Continued froaw.page 19) ’

time mother is cooking dinner. the -
kids ‘are hungry and cranky. ard
dad has just returned from his day’s
trials. This' is also the time when
symptoms  of burnout—the tradj-
tional shouting, screaming “pre-
dinner freakout—usually occur. But
_ a_husband who really loves his wife .
as “he Joves himsélf won't have o -

. ’ L . .
that can’ be warked on alone. Exer-

cises like running. jumping rope. or

working’ with.weights (which can be
very behefitial ta women as well as
men) cag be done privately with-no
need for caitpooling ‘or finding a

babysitter. (ra mother may waat to

schedule a trip. jo the local health
clubas part of fher weekly “time-
out.”*And ong ‘can always do calis-
thenics along with a TV exercise
show. - v

. Time alone s thetapeutic. Room .
perts fecl she already possesses.
~«Butin South Africa’s case no such.
guarantee is known to exist. It
. would be 4 most dangerous thing,
then. for a threatened nuclear-
armed lion. as 1t were. o be backed
into a cornes: .
So problematical and involved are
the politics of this ‘world that the:
possible _consequences of  certain

much trouble empathizing with her . for privacy is also jmportant, While |
situation. He will vealize that if he  jt may be ncarlyiﬁmpessiblc for pars © .
can take only five minutes-(or less) entisto afford a house wheré each

of his offspring before they begin to thild has his or her own room and ,* v
“get on his nervest then he «ill "both parents have shme 5Ort (,(an. .
know how she feels. having been  sewing foom. or whatever, a Tnothet | .
with them “all. day long with no-  peeds a nook or cranny she gan call.
break: - R her own2u place whert she’ can at -’

. least temporarily havé utidisturbed -

here Is Hppe. : ; Astutoee -
There is Hope., privacy. Sometimes even long walks -

courses of action dre sometimes com-
pletely overlooked. The international
affairs expert for the London Sunday,
Telegtaph, Peregrine Wotkthotfie, .
was aware of this fact when, he asked
the question about Soﬁli‘;,A&}gqe"fSo
what should be done? S
He answgréd: “The firsi thing is
for the world to be made to-see the .
danger with the same darity as it
hds come-0 see thg danger of Arab-
Istael conflict in the Middle East. If
the whole international community
were epging on the Arabs, and as-
suring them of the rightness of their
cause. and warning Israel against
. expecling any outside protection. no
one would bevso blind ‘as not to see
that this would provoke the Israelis
-into falhing back on the atom bomb,
which they would pndoubtedly use,
.. But this is precisely what the whole
world is doing to the South Afri-
cans, with resultss thal can be. pre-

. -

dicted with equal certainty.”"*

A% Prime Ministeny \(o.rstcr_h said’ ]

three years.ago. the alternative’ to
peace in the subcontinent of -Africu
is “too ghastly'to contemplate.”™ . ¢

The world is living in extremely
dangerous’dayst a timie just before .
the close of ‘fhis age, witen unless a”
Supreme. Powcr “intefvenes, “no *
flesh would be saved.alive.” 'O

. The coniclusion, of a- series ~of
articles, based upon the author’s«
recent irip to southern Africa. .
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‘But what if you're already a burned-, -
out. mother? s the situation hope-
less? Not at all. Burned-out mothers. +
. like~burned-out doctorsand social
‘workers, can be rehabilitated. It
. takes time and caring. though. and a
conscious effort on the mother’s part
to face reality. accept her condition.
and do something aboutit. .
Awareness 15 half the_baitle. ']Y\\‘

family of your delicate condition.’

. pushing you to the brink unlessghey
bly make noise. for example. unléss
they realize quiet is needed. In his:

Dr. Thomas Gorddn mentions that
one: father made his small daughter
_aware of his need for Pqdiet time™
“when he first got home. promising ©
to speng tiine with her bace he had
“fecharged>his battenies.” She be-.
"came’ 8o solicjtous: }h}i( shel who
fogmcrly bugged hint-to deuth. now
skept. wthery away, explaining his
. peed fop temporary rest. Perhaps
- mothers could put she same strategy
Antoractjon. - '

. N »
1. Studies haye diso shown' that

[

regular daily exercise can be of
great value in working off teénsions
«;that can lead 1 symptoms of burn-

| out. Although some, of this excreise

can be had on family outings. it's

| probably” best to hav® a program

you know you are going.to be worn' - |
out at a’particular time. rescliedule  jpdeed be boring and purposeless.. 7.
the day if possible or warn ybdur .+ Each individual l‘amﬂylamf cach,

alone can be helpful in this respect

JAPriceless Opportunity L
It cannot be. emphasized enguglr. .

that marriage and motherhood ¢an

be a’ tremendous  opportunity, for.

girowth and charactér devel-
opment-—and_this, “afterall. is our
purpose for being here. Without
daily problems and “challengts to
face opénly and honestly, life would

mother will, have to corijvé,up with

c6ping with the posstbilitghor the

CSa

They can’t “cooperate and quvoid, - thetg own. particular strategy.- for .

know how you feel. They'Hl probd- . geality of burnout in theie livésENoy
“all of thes above Suggestions will-
¢ “work tdr everybody. nobody’s dita-.
book Purent Effectiveness” Training. ~ . dtion s exagtly the same. B given. .
‘enouglt creative thought. love and**

support-the_prablem of the purned-

oyl-motheés ean be revolved. -0
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Mon.-Fri.

CHATTANOOGA — ~ WODEF AM & FM, 1370 kc.,
92.3mc . 7:00 p m. Mon.-Fri., 6:30 p.m. Sun.
CHESAPEAKE — WCPK, 1600 kc., 12:30 p.m.

Mon.-Fri

CINCINNATI — WLW, 700 k&., 11:00 p.m. Sun.

CINCINNATI —° WaiP, 1050 ke, 12:30 p.m.
Mon.-Fri.

*CLEVELAND — WERE, 1300 ke, 8:00 p.m.
Mon.-Fri & Sun

COLUMBUS — WWWV-"H. 104.9 mec., 6:00
.m. Mon.-Fri.

*DAYYON — WONE, 980 kc., 8:30 p. m. Mon.-
Fri., 9:00 p m Sun.

DECATUR — WQAK, 1310 kc,, 10:05 a.m. Sun.
TAOIT — WLOM-FM, 95.5 mc., 7:15 s.m.
Mon.-Fri., 9:00 a.m. Sun.-

FAIRMIELD — WCNW 1560 k..
Mon.-Fri.

Fmle.AV. OH. — WFIN, 1330 kc.,

un

FLINT — WKMF, 1470 kc.. 10.00 p.m_ Mon -Fri.

FORT WAYRE -« WGL, 1250 kc., 6:30 p.m.
Mon.-Fri. ’

FRANKLIN — WFTN 1240 kc 12:00 noon

aMon Fri.

GA.I‘NEIVILLE -— WMA. 1380 k¢, 7:00 am.

OAFVI.OND ™ WATO. 000 kG, 12:30 p.m. Mon.-
1R Y

12:00 noon

1230 p.m.

ri
. LAUﬁINlURG

*DALLAS — KRLD, 1080 kc.,

10:30. a.m. |

GLOVE“VILI.E WEII‘I’ 1340 ke.. 7:00 pm

EOENVILLE.- WNCT AM & FM 1070 ke. &
7.7 mc., saopm -Mon.-Fri.

HAMMONTON — WRDI, 1580 kc., 630 p.m.

Mon.-Fri. =

HAMMONTON, N J - vmmu 1049 mc.,
6:30 p,m. Mon.-Fri.

HARRI ARG — WHP, 580 kc.. 7309«1
Mon.-Fri. & Sun.

*HORSENEAD, N.Y. — WENY, 1230 kc., 9:30
a:m. Sun.

molmm'ous — WBRI, 1500 lu: 2:00 p.m.

JACKSONVILI.E welIx, 10?'0 k.. 10:30.a; .
Mon.-Fri.

JACKSONVILLE, FL. — WCMG, 1090 ke..
noon dally

msrovm - w.tgc, 850 kc.,
Mon.-Fri,

xmcspom — WKPT, 1400 Ke:,

7:00 p.m.

12:30 p..

Klssmuez — WFIV, 1080 kc.. 12:30 p.m.
Mon -Fti.

KNOXVILLE — WSKT, 1580 kc..
Mon -Fri.

.
LANCASTER — WXRL, 1300 kc..
Mon.-F

8:00 a.m.
.
6:30 am

v WETS-FM, 96.5 mc.. 12:30
p.m. Mon_-Fri
LENOIR — WJRI, 1340 kC.. 6:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
LONDON VFI’G. 1400 kc., 12:30 p.m. Mon.-

LOUISVILLE WFIA AM & FM, 900 k¢., 103.9
-mc., 11:30 a.m. Mon:-Fri. AM; 7:00 a.m. Mon-
Fr.FM

LOUISVILLE — WHAS, 840 kc., 11:30 pm.
Mon.-Fri.. 8:00 p.m. Sun,

IIAIII 35- WI0D, 610 k¢., 11:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. &

'uloommvu WCNX, nso kc., 12:30 p.m.
Mon.-Fri., -~

*MIDLAND — WMPX, 1490 kc 10:15 a.m. Sun.

fom GOHEIV ~ WHGY, 8004c.. 10:00 a.m.

HONTPEUER e m 1240 kc. 6:00 pm'
Mon.-Fri. .
NEW HAVEN — wsn 960 kc., 10:30 P
Mon-Fn 9:30 p.m. Syin'" .
W ROCHELLE — WVOX; 1460 kc.,
p.m. Mon -Fri.; 10:00 a.m. Sun. ,
NEW YORK — WOR, 710 kc., eaoam;nqo
p.m. Sun., 10:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri. o,

IREIEN

12:30

Central Time SN
APPLETON — WAPL AM & FM, 1570 ka., 105.
mc., 6:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri.

A ‘ATW KEOR-AM, 1110 kc.. 4:25 p.m

Mon.-Fri.
ATOKA — KTEN-FM, 93.3 mc., 6:30 a.m. Man.-

Ausnn-—xw 590 ke.. 6:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri., | -

9:30 a.m. S
lmumcnm WYDE, 850 kc., 7:00 p.m.
Mon.-Fri.. 6:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. Sun.
lom.momsu WLBJ, 1410 kc.

/sao
-Fn p.m.

. CH(CAGO - WMAQ, 070 kc 5:05 a. m Mon.-

éomku.e — KGGF, 960 kc.. 5:00 am.
Mon.-Fri., 6:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri.

*DALLAS — KLIF, 1190 k., 7:30 a.m. Sun.

11:30 p.. Mon -
Fri. 8 Sun.

DE FUNIAK SPRINGS, FL. — WQTX, 1280 kc.,
WQUH-FM, 103 1; 12: 15 p.m Mon.«Fri.

DEG MOINES — KWKY, 1150 k., 1230 p.m. &
9:30 p.m. Mon.-Fri.. & Sun.

DULUTH — WDSM, 710 kc.. 6:00 p.m. Mon.-Fri.

EASY
1590 kc., 103.9 mc.. 12:30 p.m. Mon.-Fn.

EDEN PRAIRIE, MN. — KRS, 8:00 p.m. Mod.-

Sun. T
Ivausvhu — WJPS, 1330 kc.,. 10:00 p.m.
~F1i
tvmvm-—wm-m. '106.3 fnc.. twpm
Mon.-Fri.

' ARVADA — KQXI 1550 k¢., 1:30 p.m. Mon.oFri

" BURANGO — KIUP, 930 kc., 6:00 a.m. Mon.-Fri.

s s.m . °

: EUGGNEA\KI’II, n?Okc

GRAND FORKS, N.D. — KRAD AM & FM,
‘| cover andwrite to the office nearest you.

FALE“_'EFVII.LE -— KFAV ‘1250 k¢., 12:30 p.m.

on,

GADSDEN — WMXS]Okc 12:30 p.m. Mon.«
Fri., 12 noon, Sun,

GLADEWATER — KEES. 1430 ke..
Mon.-Fri. & Sun.

GRAND FORKS — KRAD AM s FH. 1590 kc..
103.9 mc., 12:30 p.m. Mon-Fri. -

MEENJE.AV -— VGE! 1360 k., 6:30 p.m.

i,
HOUSTON, ui. — WCPC, 940 k., 4:30 p.m

Kﬂ\c‘ 950 k., 10:30 pm

-IO}IA CITY, — KXIC, 800 ke, 6:05 am. 'Mon-

i

JACKSON — WTJS, 1390 k¢., X:00 p.m. . Sun.

’\JONM — KNEA, 970 kc.. 11:30 a.m
Mon.-Fri.

KANSAS CITY — KMBZ, 980 kc., 10:30 p.m.,
Mon -Fri. & Sun

lznoon

uounwn Time . P
Mluouznglét — Ko.. 770 kc., 11:00 p.m.
-Fri un,.

u:cxsoor — KBLI, 690 kc.. 6:30 p.m. Mon.-
ri

‘IOISE—KMN 1340 kc 6: 55am Mon .-Fri.
CASPER — KTWO, 1630 ke., 6:05 p.m. Mon -
Fri.& Sun.

- DENVER — KOA.BSOkc 1030pm Mon.-Fri.,
7:00 p.m.Sun.

» 1280 kc., 6:00 am.

KALIS'ELL-KOFL 1180 ke., 630 p.m. Mon.-
Frl. 8 Sun.

«‘I.gﬁ caucn - KNT. 570 kc 10:00 am.

muouu KGVO, 1290 k.. 7:00. p,(»)-qv

ONTAMO OR. — KSRV, 1380 k.. 700 pm
Mon.-F

PIE?COTI’-—KVCA. 1490 kc., TOOpm Mon -

uuwscuf—im.nsouc 506 am. &
*11.06 p.m. Mon-Fvl saoam ‘naspm

e ~ . Pacific Time
momu. whug-xmsn:m 12:00 noon

cco.cx-'-xun.. 1290 ke., 7:30 p.m. Mon~

i
oui”’m KOB-FM, 98.3 mc..
ﬁi,gpoﬂ Mon.-Fri., 9:00 £y, Sun
‘30 a. m Mon -Fri.
¥, 900 kc., 1 OOpr on.-Fri.
Aw«t ju - KKON. 780°ke,, uo p.m.
Mon.-F '

LA v:m—umu.gzamc sa«.m
Mon.-Fri, & Sun.

LOS ANGELES — KLAC, 570 kc.. 10:30 5@
Mon.-Fri., 8:30 a.m. Sun. -

- MEOFORD — KAGN-FM, 905mc 800.«'
Mon.-Fri. .

ugrom—xmaeokq 700|,m Mon.
.

OLYMPIA — KITN, 920 k., GOOlm Mon.-Fri,

*PASCO — KOTY, 1340 kc.. 1:00 p;m. Mon.-

. Fri., 12:00 p.m. Sun. .

_PLEASE NOTE

"Thia is only a partiat listing. For a World-
wide Radio/TV Log please check inside

* SGme time periods subject to-occasional
pre-emption. Please check your ‘tocal’
Kisting for possible tima of day chanou

. donotnm mﬂom or changn .

..;/
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. s cities went it was a fairty
Aarge one. To date it had en-

joyed a .fairly intiuential

- existence in its parficular geo-

graphic region. And for the most
part the city fathers had no reason

10 suspect anything but continued .

prosperity for the future
But then it happened. It was just
one man who came crying in theit

" streets with a chilling message

that therr great metropolis would

- be overthrown in 40 days. They

‘could have taughed, scoffed and
written him - off as a visionary
crackpot. But a funny thing hap-
pened. They took him seriously.
The king responded by dressing
in sackcloth, calling. a city-wide
fast, and ordering everyone to
clean up their individual lives.
By - now you've probably‘ sur-

mised that the city was ancient

Nineveh and the bearer of. the bad
tidings was Jonah. The most. sig-

nificant part of this story isn't Jo-'

nah's three-day stay ipside a

_specially prepared fish, "but . the -

fact that thé people of Nineveh,
from the king right on down, ac-

tually took his message to heart’

and embarked .on a program to
clean up the crime-laden streets of
their city (Jonah 3:7-8). And God

. honored their fighteous action by.
_sparing Nineveh from impending

calamity. But as Yar as Jonah was
comcerned this was ' bad news!

Being a Jood Israehte Swith rather *

strgng nationalistic and perhaps

" even racist teelings, he had

-

wanted to see the Nmevites "get
theirs." In tact that wés the reason
he tried to ‘avoid going thete in the

first place (Jonah 4:1-2).

The “Write-Off"” Syndromo
Most of us might say that the ac-

- tign the Ninevites took was a giant

histoncallﬂuke-especaally in.view

.of the overall track record of the
human race. Subjectively .we-

might feel that most men in the

- world are on the whple unrépen-
tant, hard-hearted sinners who are .-

going to deserve. everythlng they
get. With this approach we could

- easily assume that collective’ re— g

pentance as it occurred in Nine-

‘veh “can't happen here."”

Like Jonah we might re’;%n,

“Why bother? We've got otrs’
-now; you'll get yours later. in the

m'eantime enjoy the Great Tribula-
tion.’'
Fortunately, Jesus Christ took an

. entirely different approach to this '
problem durmg His brief ministry

on this earth some 1900 years ago-
Unlike Jonah, He was not about to

- write oft His contemporaries. He

and His disciples actively went out
preaching the gospel of the King-

dom. And not just for reasons of .

form Christ was concerned about
the present Weltare of those
people -On oné occasion He even
used the repentance of Nineveh as
an example of-what some of the

- more recalcitrant * relnguous types
. of His day should have been daing

(Luke 11:32)
-But no matter what approa‘ch

was used these lsraelites weren't

about to change. And it wasn't un-

‘til after He sensed. that His mes-

sage was going to be rejected that
Christ began speaking in para-
bles. By that tme the need tG do
so had become readily apparent.
As He explained to His disciples:

“This s why | speak to them in-

parables . . . . for this peoples
heart has grown dull, and their
ears are heavy of heanng. and
their eyes they have closed"
(Matt. 13:13-15).

It would have been somewhat
presumptupus of Christ to have
made these statements befare that

“Bway, from you and given to a na--

(Matt. 21:42-43).

- same burning desire in his own.

. for them (Israel] is that they may-

particular generation had been lib-
erally exposed to His gospel. Their
re;ecuon of it meant that He wouid
henceforth center His particular
etforts during His earthly ministry .
on the. Church,.not the nation of
Israel.-Hence the-parables. As He
explained it to'some of the scribes
and Pharisees: ' ‘The very stone

which the builders rejected has -
'_bec;ome‘ the head of the cor- -

ner' . Thergfore | tell you, the
Kij gdom of God will be taken

tion producing’ the fruits of it

Fullllllng A Bnlc
Humanitarian Need

The apostle Paul’ showed the .

time for the welfare ot his cauntry-

men. ln the 10th chapter of Ro: o
“Brethren; my :|. " -

mans, he’ wrote:
heart's desire and.prayer ta God

be saved.'* And Paul was thinking
about ‘the here and -now.- That's’’
why he could be "all things to all -
men, that [he] might by all-means
save some” (1 Cor. 9:22).

If God was willing o’ spare

Sodom for the sake of orly ten'.

righteous men, who's 1o say He

wouldn't do thé same again?

Now maybe you figure that -

noni’of this matters because the

world has been automatically pre- |

programmed to follow the worst
possible caurse of prophetic
events. But. isn't it just possible

that much of humafity. might not -

have to experiende every last
grisly plague written n{he book of
Revelation before it comes to its
senses? If prophecy can fail as it
did with Jonah's dire pgediction
for ‘Nineveh, whé) s to say it can't
happen again? *

Maybe, just maybe, there are a
tew Ninevehs out there waiting to
hear from some modern-day Jo-
nahs. And even if it turns out there
aren't, .tor humanity's sake, can
we -afford to assume other-
wise?

- George Ritter
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(C ommued from page 5)

waler districts in- Marm County

, norlh of San Francisco’ were’ ratio-

* will be following'on the heels of the .|

ning water to both commercnal and
residential users. | ":. -

‘Meteorologists are not hopelhl fgp
, the next-few months at all. Many
' fear quick springtirne ‘thaws/ which
would telease all those bllllons of
gallons of stored water, scddmg icys
torrénts’ cascading down/ streams -
and rivers, taking out docks and
bridges, swelling over millions of
acres of_fand, causing billions. of
dollars of damage to, bqth cmes and
- farmland alike. a

Wononlng Drouqm

But it's. the ‘summet most wea{h-
érmen. are congerned about. From -
all mdu.qllom a swcltcrmg summer

frigid winter. And not-only. hot, bul
-dry. .

. The' dmught whlclf has bEen
. gradually spreading over .the past
. several yeéurs from ihe Southwest

" into the northern Plains sla,les seems

_ certain to, intgnsify.”

ane%ila parts of whnch have
" been in- the: gnp ofa _drought for
three consecutive years..is perhaps

* the hardest- hit. But it is also ex-.

tremely dry’in the Dakotas, Wiscon-
_sin apd lowa. lowa’s drought is the
"“worst in 104 years, ever since rec-
-ords have been kept in that state.
. Serious moisture shortages affect If-
“fipois, Indiana. Missouri, Kansas.
and Nebraska as well. Throughout
‘much of this breadbasket area there
is’ virtually o moisture reserye in

" the soil. Because the dry winter soil

/
/-

s

is frozen, the snow-where it has
fallen—may not add ﬁgmhumly to
soil ‘moisture even when it thaws.
Wllhout agentle thaw followed by
persistent spring rains. there simply
/won’t be enough moisture in the soil
1o ‘ndurish spring crops properly.
Some climatologists fear there could
be massive topsoil blow-offs—a re-
minder of the bleak Dust Bowl days
of the 1930s. .
in California, the second,dry win-
ter in a row has-left precious little
snowpack in the Sicrras. This sum-
mer’s runoff for irrigation will be so. -

© sparse. that farmers in the statc’s

The PLAIN TRUTH  Apri 1077

" mamrhoth Central Valley may suf-ﬁ-.

"months ahead.

- sas that

-fer water delivery cutbacks ugto 75

.percent: Crop cutbacks of this'size |
will deal a'severé blow 1o the state,

- where agrlculture is the piggest in- |

dustry, brmgmg in over-$8 b1lhon'.

“annually.

_“NovcrﬂunOutofFood"? Soa

The winter of '77 has already addcd‘
a mulub:llnon-dollar “tax™"on .the -

. American ecanomy ‘in sharply esca- *
-lated fuel costs, crippling President

" Carter’s économic stlmulus pro-»

- gram: And if the months ahead tarn

‘out 'to be as bad as some mete-
ofologists- predlct. e nation’s food *

bilt could rise dramatically.

The. destruction of. wimér vegé'-u

. table crops in Florida and elsewhere
“has already cut suppliés and shot up

prices. « Continued dry conditions

. also mean a thinning out-of cattle
figrds, leading 10 lower méau prices

now, .but higher prices ‘in the

‘The size of the winter whed( crop :
is declining Wwith every Agriculture -
Department crop estimate. Only the
huge carry-overs of wheat from the.
record 1976 production will stabilize
wheat prices and-supplies this year.

Many. Americans—so used to liv-
ing in continual good times—seem -
mcapdblc of grasping that condi-
tions could get muich worse: that

‘weather chaos could produce not

only short-term food sup]aly prob-
lems or temporary price increases—
but ‘actually result in drasuc fobd
shortages. e
During the midy 19605 one Plairind ©.
Truth reporter tourgd areas ol K4q- .
gre theo= s(rkken' by *
drq.ugh(‘md found many-wheat ele
vators ;mp&y One*prominent Kan-
sas politician nevertheless summed-
up the allitude?Of a lot of peoples
then—an attitude that still lingers
today. "l don’t think we will ever get’
into a situatwon where we will not
have enough for.our own ngeds. We
have grown wheat over such a wide
area and upder such widely varying
conditions that'we just could never
get enough bad weather or enough

“worms, or_enough freezes or any-'

thing else, to.reduce !hc supply that
much.”

How smugly confident people can
be! Men always seem to speak in

terms of “hard luck” or parrot the

-:words of Zientists who talk, about ;

ycles.” Or perhaps when weather =

-interferes with their: pleasures, they’
may do as some of those at-a ski -
resort in Colorado did recefftly
when they didn’t have enough snow
. for :skiing: they asked a nearby In- -

. 'dian tribe to conte ovér.and puton a .'_

- “snow dance" for them'
Why Bad Wealllcr?

‘Everyone is wondenng ‘right -now

‘what's gone wrong with the weather. .
. Me(eorologlsts point- out that
 there has been a shift in the direc-
“tion - of . the 'high-level westerly
.winds—especially the. jet stream—
which course thtough the upper at-
mosphere high abov® Canada and
-the United ;States. Dur.mg this past .
winter season. these winds have cut
across’ the Rockies much farther to
the north, picking up frigid arctic
air, and then, as they streanied to-

.

ward the “south and east. dipped. .
| much farther south than usual. ,
But what caused a change in these

wind patterns? Scnenllst,s can_only .
.speculate on that, As a UPI press
release reported -om Januiry 29,
© 1977 “Weather sciéntists know a "

PRI

is responsible, for thexunusually per-+”
sisteng cold weather M\ thé eastern™

“ shiftin high- almuggw\md patteins ..~

half of the Mnited States. but they
are at a logs to e\'plam whal cqusgd,‘w‘j‘

the wind changes.” - . &u”
Other weather dﬁlc"' ¢ 15
been gualcd over olty- na(u:e
»of the. long. g‘ s ‘Which, espe-
" JasCstimmer, @ stryck “many
ﬁ( :of- pur iihportant’ food-grain -
' ml:ry commented that the
droug s seemed to -be glmost »
county by county, and aré byacret
One farmer: ’wolﬂd*ré{zﬁﬂ
rainfall was nB‘\;mal,,br near noririal

© in his axea, 9nd he was hdvmg good

crops. while dnoth¥ nearby neighs
bor perhaps even in'the same county
would report devastating drought!

| This is dramaltic fulfillmentof a pas- |, °

sage in the book of Amos in the -
Bible: “And also | have withholderi
the rain from you, when. there weré
yet three months o the harvest: and
I caused it to rain upon one city,
and caused it not to rain upon an-
other city: one piece was rained
upan, and the picce ‘wheréupon it

| rained not withered. So twolor three

cities wandercd uhto one city, to

l‘aax'f"

e~
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* their national sins.

20) L

", drink water; but they were not satis-

fied: yet have ye not_returned unto
the, saith the Eternal” (Amos 4:7{8). B,

- Power That Controls the Weather
- Does the real answér, then, fie out-
“side of science? I§ there a force, a-
- power, which ultimately controls the
-, weather, 3hd for reasons which men

and nations have not yet seen?
Scripture after scripture in yout

", Bible shows that God controls the
-weathter—and that He exercises the

dwesome power of earthly forces at
certain- times: and in certain ‘places

to give blessings for.righteousness—

or cursings to nations according-to
Look at what the Bible reveals:.
“The Lord 'i$ slow to -anger, and

great in power, and will not at all

acquit the wicked: the Lord hath his
way in the ‘whirlwind and in; the
storm, and the clouds are the dust of

his feet. He rebuketh the sea, and -
~maketh- it dry. and drieth.up all the

rivers: Bashan languisheth, and Car-

imel, and the flower of Lebanon lan-

guistieth” (Nahum 1:3-4), )

_ “From the south comes the rain;
from the nprih, the cold. God blows
upon the rivers, and even the widest

" torrents freeze. He loads the clouds
- with moisture and they send forth

- his lightning. The lightning bolts are

" directed by his hand, and do what-

ever he commands throughout the

earth. He sends the storms as punish- |

menlt, ot in luis.lavingkindness: éo en-
courage” (Job 37:9-13, The wkiving
Bible).” - - . ?

% On one hand%ﬁd"promiégfg?lrw sinf “ﬁ’éai‘nsl thee:__y%@'%e‘y'_:ﬁi”
toward this place, an onfess

ye walk in my statutes, and keep my

" commandments, and do. them: then
T will give you grain in due season,
.and :the land shall: yield her in-"-
. crease, and the trees- of the field
. shall yield their fruit” (Lev. 26:3-4).

.06 the other hand: “And 1 will
break the pride of your power: and

- I will make your heaven as iron, and
your earth as brass: and your

strength shall be spent ih, vain: for

* syour land shall not yield her in-

crease, neither shall the trees of the
land yield their fruits” (verses 19-

“And thy heaven that is over thy

. head shall be brass, and the earth

that is under thee shall be iron. The

" “Lord shill make the rain of thy land

®

° a . 2 e
it come down upon thee, until thou
be destroyed” (Deut. 28:23-24).
‘Warnings Sure SRR
-But why would God be cursing us at
this time? Aren’t we .a “Christian :
nation™?, w v

_If we are then something is dras-
tically wrong! America is disgraced
‘with the worst crime record of any -
“civilized” people anywhere in the
world. . Our basic institutions—the
“home, the school and the church—
“reel under the staggering blows of
disintegrating morals, skyrocketing -
crime and pmaterialistic, self-cen-
tered values. ; =

Longtime readers of The - Plain,
Truth know that this Work has been
faithfully prophesying that such up--
side-down weather disastesy would.
- strike; that sérious dr_ougCINomd
plague our people in. the mid-70s,
and we were saying so clear back in
the 60s and even-before! i
But until now, God has not chosen

to intervene on-a wide scale to teach
us“a lesson. Instead, God has:

200 years of .peace and unpreee:
dentéd-national prosperity. &
But our Bicenitennial is aawrpast. .,
Now as never bef6re itais time for
our people,to repént and to seexthat
ere is. 4’ direct connection between
the way we live.and the weather we:
have-begun to expgrience. » ¢
Centuries ago, Solomon prayed at
| the~ consecratioff, of,. the Templer
il fen the he‘a«af&i;fség'shut up:an
thege js no rain.-because they “haye

b

| ey
F'name. and (urn from their sim when.
thou dost afffict them: then hear
_thou from-heaven..and forgive the
sin of thy servants, and of thy
people lb?"el. whEn thou hast taught
them ¢
should walk; and send rain upoa thy
land, which thou hast given unto thy
people for an. inheritance” (Il
Chron. 6:26-27). .

Divine intervention

God’s Wordshows, again and
again, that He is able to intervene in
the wéhther for. goog as well as_for
punishment. It shows that He’has
withheld rain as well as sent floods,
hurricanes, typhoons (torrential

| allowed our- people to enjoy fultyt

Wipood way, wherein they f

T«
|-tion. and other so-called* “natural

disasiers” when God's people have
forgotten Him and abandoned
_themselves to an orgy of lawlessness
and materialistic goals! .
Solomornt went. on to pray: “If
" there be dearth in the land. if there
_be pestilence. if there be blasting, or
mildew. locusts, or- caterpille®s; if
.their ‘enemies. besiege them an the
- cities of their land: whatsoever sore
or whatsoever sickness there be: -
then what prayer or what supplica-
tion soever shall be made of any
man, or of all thy people Israel.
when every one shall know his own
sore and his own “grief, .and shall
spread forth his hafds in this house:
then hear thou from heaven thy
{ dwelling place, _and forgive. and |
“render-unto every. man according to
all, his, ways, whosé heart thou
knowest; (for thou only knowest the
hearts of the children of men:) that
. they may ;fear thee..to walk in thy
ways, so 10ng as they live in the land
_ which thou gavest urito our fathers™’
(verses 28-3 1w - o
God daeg itot change (Mal. 3:6:
Heb. 13:8). His ear is_till' open to
wch & prayer. One- waquld think
_{§én: as one views Hie whale scene
“of~the tepsifies fecord-breaking
drought~thal gripped North Amer; .
ica, England, Eurepe, apd other /
artsof the world during, the' sum-
mér of 1976. to be followed by one
. of thié most_incredible and record-
" bréaking winers in all of history.in
early?1977; thatipeople waold begit
14, get the méssage and get down gn
REEkAedy! T VRE e T
“Buf no. ‘ttue to the propliecies of .
" "Amos, evén though Almighty God
is allowing the terrible consequences
of our own sins to come upon us, we
*still as a pation are not returning to
. God! .
“Write for our’ free booklet The
United Siates and British Common-
wealth in Prophecy. 1t %ells in ~
graphic terms who we are as a
people, for we have not known our,
heritage. our ‘“raots” As Black

Py

| Americans® are discovering their

roots, the rest of Americans need to
know who they really are, and how |
they came to possess the fabulous
birthright 4hey have taken so much &
for granted. This booklet-also' wargs
what will happen to our people un-

>
RSO e h o]

- powder and dust: from heaven shall ‘rains), crop disease, insect infesta- | less we change. 0 - - .
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'NEW CHAPTER

by SQanlay R. Rader

Tryith Editor-in- Chiet Herhert
W.. Armstrong on his frequent’

other IeadIng mtsmat:onal dig-
; nitanes.

PASADENA February 10, 1977:
"ML Armstrong and { returned yes-
: terday from the cold-bound Mid-

.west where the. debut of the

" Milwaukee Chapter of the Am-

bassador International’ Cultural

" Foundation (AICF) was warmed
by the memorable performance in

redital there ot Cellist- Mstistav

;.- Rostropovich. ‘We were accorded
. an enthusiastic recey
“Tocal. cultura¥ int

lectual and
busingss communities, ag well as

by, members of the -Worldwide
. Church .of God who dathered for

‘combined. servicey, addressed by
g

=.- Mr. Armstrong onf ‘the preceding

| Sabbath a

Of the inaugural AICF concen

- <there, the Milwaukee Journal mu-

+ sic eritic wiote:

“Total artistry,

- simple and dlrect is the essence

[0t Rostropovich."
: ich himself- ‘was quoted in a front-
pago article of . the -same issue:

s

‘' Rostropov-

. "Music, you knaw, is a language

>~ gvery barrier."

rom the -heart that surmounts
Sufmountipg bar-

iorf by the

‘ tnes here and abrodd. Mr. Arm-

(4

;. viers; building bridges: different

| @bout, and what Mr. Armstrong's .
. world-gjirdiing work is all about.

ways of saying’ what AICF is all

‘Yet anothet way of making.this

. point—and making it with tremen:

dous impact—was the inaugural

" igsue of QUEST/77. which excited

- favorable comment and enthusi-
‘ #sm not only at AICF leadquar-

tars: in Pasadena. but throughout

* hugnan existence. .

stfong descrtbe_g,the raison d'etre
for QUEST/77: "QUEST/77 is a
z:uq_,g magazine. It arrives on the

orld scene at the. most critical
time in human history, in, @ most
interesting, exgiting, dynamic,
-crucial, and yet dangerous and
imperiled tihe. .

“OUEST/ 77's unigue purpose?
Yo take ifs readers, issue by issue,
on a thrilling, responsible, unprec-
edented quest for an appreciation
and -understanding of thé impor-
tant and beautiful -aspects of

“Never did any generatuon live
in a world such as you and | are
privileged to live in today. Gigantic
{eaps ahead just in our time in
important sciences and, tech-
nology. The literal explosion in

Surmounting barriers, bullding
bridges: different ways of
‘saying what AICF Is all sbout,
and what Mr. Armstrong's work,
is all about. -

knowl'édge production. Unbeliev-
able leaps ahead in the means of
travel, jet and supersonic. We

have mass communication avorld-

wide by radio and television. You
can dial instantly any telephone in
the United States from such world
capitals as Paris, London, Rome.

Met cavorting about on the foon

and landing safely back on earth.

Close-up pictures from Mars by
Vikings | and Il. The magic of the
printing press, the computer,
avery laborsaving device, shorter

. workdays and wotkweeks, mass

“+"the publishing and’ media indus..., everything. Man’has achl
e : o N TR AR

travel. 1 ‘would seem we’ have

the .
s

absolutely incredible—mostly in
the very last century, - .
"But.at the same time we live in
a world where it'is unsafe to walk
on the sidewalks. hefe on. earth.
Crime is rampant even in residen-
tial neighborh * Racial vio-
lence threatens law and order.
Governments of nations are top-

" pling at the rate of one a month.

Nations are arméd to the teeth, so
that even a small nation eould, by
error, set off a nuclear war that _
couid blast all humanity from this
earth, eliminating all our magical,
fantastic advances, our increased
leisure time and pleasures, our
“tfremendous advances in medi-
‘cine, our lengthened, more pjea-
sur@ble lives.

*"The human potential is truly in-
credible. Yet ‘mankind's number
one problem today is- that of
human survival. Why? Why this

.~ tragic paradox? .

*‘Issue by issue, QUEST /77 wnll
become the magazine of our time.
Not in.a ‘religious, sense. But in a
way that will make sense to a new

|nternat|onal audience ‘we have
never reached before. actual

~ potential of man is so absolutely

incredible it is almost brain shat-
taring. Too good to'be true? Not at
all. Our quest will be intriguing,
entertaining, exciting; it will be
thorough, scholarly, thought pro-
voking. And it will give enlightened
and true understanding.”

“"Some_have said to us, ‘We've -
keard the vouces ot doom, ali the -

bad news; gwe us the good news
for a change.’

“We shall.”

My next column will probably bg
written.from the troubled continent
of Africa, where Mr. Armstrong

. and | are due to arrive in a.vary
. few -days. - Since our departure in,

November, the Genbva Conter-"
enge has unfortunately come to-a
dead end, and bloodshed and vio-
lence have incree’ed Hopetully, -
we will be able to contribute )
something in the way of a bndg‘h

~between peoples in that part of the i

I3
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Personal from...

{Continued from pége 1)
chosen advertising and journalism
as a life profession. :

My first employer, when I was 16
and in a job away from home. filled

me with a vigorous, energetic AMBI-~

TION—a burning DESIRE to become
sugcessful—plus the willingness to
* pay the price in STUDY, HARD WORK.
PERSEVERANCE and DRIVE. [ had not
‘yet chisen my life goad. but by 181
had. And I wORKED at it. | worked
~hard by day. studied hard by night.
I put myself where I would be-in
constant contact with so-called big
and- successful men. My dealings

were with presidents~dnd board
chairmen of Amgried's great indus-

trial. banking and commerctal cor-
porations. 1 wds filled with
AMBITION, SPLE-CONFIDENCE, DESIRE
TO DRIVE MYSELF TO THE TOP.

Are not these all Goop qualities?
Yes?

No! Satan has deceived this :

world into thinking they are. But
they are all based on Satan’s “GET”
principle of life. In mY conversion 1
learned that God's principle of lite
is the OPPOSITE-GLVE instead of

" GET-LOVE instead of competition,

- strife, resentment. rebellion. ~ .

<+ Conversion meant getting RID of
egotistic seLk-confidence, and re-
placing it with the confidence that is
FAITH-confidence in CHRis1.. No
longer were things to be accom-
plished thiough my own vaunted

and vain SELE-power. but through "

the POWER OF THE LIVING CHRIST!
It rheant complete reliance on Him.

I had to get rid of VANITY and a
feeling of superiority to other
humans, and replace vanity with
humility. exalting CHRIST instead of
myself. [ could be His INSTRUMENT.
if 1 placed myself fully4n His hands
in faith and @
anything was¥fccomplished, it was
HE. not I, who did it. At firsi, as is
human, [-went overpoard—to the
opposite extreme—and took MEEK-
NESS to mean WEAKNESS. | let others
run all over me. Finally, however,
Christ guided me into achieving
BALANCE.

.
.

No. Christ didn't visit me IN PER-

- soN. but He did 1N Seirit. I did not

WANT to be a minister. | wanted to

- be an advertising man. But 1 did

become so wrapped up in the
THRILLING and EXCITING discovery
of new gold nuggets of TRUTH that.
as a writer, [/began to write articles
about the wonders of TRUTH being
revealed to me. A few péople I knew

‘personally began urging me to

speak out publicly. 1 resisted for a
few yers. Finally God opened my
eyes to a truth | knew a certain

-Conversion meant
getting rid 6f egotistic
self-confidence, and
replacing it with
the confidence that is -
taith—confidence in
Christ. No longer were
things to be accomplished
through my own vaunted
and vain self-power,”
but through the power of
the living Christ! it meant
complete reliance on Him.

humble group of BELIEVERS in a
rural area had- never séen nor dis-
covered. and God gave me such an
urge to SHARE this knowledge with
them that 'l agreed 10 talk before
them. My wife said she would
hardly have called that fir ach-
ing a sermon. But the hearers were
‘enthralled—excited - and wanted me
to come and preach again. .-

In- preaching. | did not choose
God. HE CHOSE ME- just as He chose
His original apostles. The Chiirch of
God had ‘existed since Christ
founded it in A.DD. 31. But by AD.
70 Christ’s gospel--which -was an-
noyncing the KinapoM of Gop—
had been suppresstD and replaced

_ awith 'ANOTHER GoseeL. The true
ull .Church of God was forced to go
dience—but when -

underground as a great false church
rose- to power. Thousands—mil-
lions—were tortured. martyred, The
true gospel was no longer preached
to THE WORLD-but secretly to the
very few, UNDERGROUND.

Christ's GOsPEL was the an- ~

nouncement of the coming KING-
poM ofF Gobp-including the

&

restoration of THE GOVERNMENT OF
Gob to govern all the earth. By the
time God committed to me His
great commission. we had reached
the beginning of the END TIME—the
END of THIS AGE—and had reached
the generation -in.which THE KING-
poM OF GoD was (o be established
to rule ALL NATIONS and usher in
WORLD PEACE.

My first broadcast was in October
1933. on a small 100-watt radio sta-
tion. It proclaimed TRUTH listeners
had never heard before. It was the’
TRUE GOSPEL. Listeners were SUR-
priseD—shocked. Yet they saw with -
their own eyes in their own Bibley
what I proclaimed. Letters rolled in.
The radio station manager was sur-

" prised at the mail response. He in-

vited me to put together aregutar
radio program. .
The first issue of The Plain Truth
appeared February 1. 1934, The
regular broadcast. then weekly.
started the first  Sunday in
1934.- e

Actually. God committed to me

the GREAT COMMISSION-"10 carry His

true gospel of the KINGDOM OF Gop |

10 ALL THE WORLD--after much tnal
and test and_proving.

No. Christ did not visit me in per-
son. He has not been doing it that
way since He visited ‘the apostle
Paul in Arabia. —

“Then HOW DO | KNOW?

How may You know?

Christ Himself gave one answer:
“BY THEIR FRUITS YOU SHALL
KNOW.” % —

The disciples of Joha. after he
was in prison. came 1o Jesus 0 ash a
similar question: “How may we
KNOW you are God's ANOINTED
ONE~—the Messiah -the Christ™”

Jesus answered. “Go tell John

what you sce being DONE— being AC- o w. "

COMPLISHED.” 50 | say: LOOK IN1O
YOUR OWN BiBLE. You will find
where ‘Christ Himself said what
would be DONE in THE GREAT COM-
MISSION in olir time: “And this Gos-
PEL OF THE KINGDOM shall, be
preached in all the world for a wit-
ness unto all nations: and thes shall

-the END [of this age] come™ (Matt. -

24:14). That's what it says!

But although millions claim they
believe in the Bible. FEW believe
WHAT IT SAYS.

Dovou? O

-
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Poverty Doesn't Cause Crlme-

People'Dol

espite tons of evidence to the

. Dgomrary, a member of the
United States Congress, who

. also happens to sit on a congres-
. sional subcommitiee on crime, be-
lieves- crime is caused by
“desperation brought on by job-
lessness, poverty and commuriity
disinttegration.’’ , Represefitative

John Conyers, of Michigan recently

clairfied that crime multiphies wheri
“individuais teel that stealing, mug-
ging or seliing dope IS an accept-
able means of survival

So. according to Conyers, so-.

c&e,,ty is to blame An afflyent so-
mqty A cruel. explotative. upper-
class society which possesses only
indifference %0 s
disadvantaged people’ s to blame.
How utterly strange. and how to-
tally contradictory to .the known
tacts
When [interviewed President An-
war El Sadat of Egypt in Cairo in the
. spring ot 1976, and talked to the
editors bt major newspapers. 10
government ministers: business
leaders. and other officials as well, |

asked about cnme Egyp} 1S a very ’

poor nation Miiions of poverty-
stricken, |obless, hopeiess people
|ammed together in, squald slums,
existing amid human and animal
excremeri without sanitary facili-
- ties of arfy kind. presentsuch a piti-

ful bight 10 a visitor from the aftluent-

- Ynlled States that it is aJmos( im-
sibie to beleve
trangely, mough stncken with

"marginal and .

\
Vo

huge economic problems, Egypt -
has a very low crime rate. It is much
safer to walk on the streets of Caifq:
wearing your watch ahd carrying [
your wallet than on the streets of "
most major U.S. cities, includmcs
the nation's capital.

| interviewed Mayor Teddy KOIJ
lek of Jerusalem. Despite th
widely known terrorist activities 1"
the area—the bombs exploding in.
Zion Square. the West Bank pro-
tests, the Arab strikes and demon-
strations— Jefusalem (including ;he ’
Old City inhabited mostly by Arabs)
is a sale city at night. One may
stroll freely through ali parts of the
city with a teeling of secunty, unlike
citizens living in Housloo Detroit,
or New York

Conversely. study the crime pat-
terns of some of the totally social-
1zed nattans of Scandipavia, where
wing standards and personal at-
fluence have soared So has -the -

" crime ratg!

Studies into the personal lives ol
those convicted qf serious crimes
simply do not ‘beaM out & cop-
clusions of Representative Con-
yers, whether he serves on a

.congressiotal subcommittee on

crime or not Only 11 percent ot
convicted cnminals behind bars
come trom a poverty-level back-
ground Repeatedly, police are
amazed to see vicious crimes being
committed by the so-cailed “‘'good
guys'” in society—the ‘‘quiet kid -
next door'' who comes from a

..

(

_ other things,
- steal,”

. Capone,

rniddle-class or upper-class home,
Drug-related crimes .are said to =
amount to approximately 40% of |
crimes involving profit (burglary,
bunco, etc.), and a very signiticant.
percentage of drug users come .
from ‘a social background weéll

" .above the poverty level.

_ Crime in the United States has
risen almost exactly proportionate
to affiuence! During the poverty-
stricken years of the Great Depres-
sion—when the unemployment rate
hovered at the 25% level—the
American crime rate declined
steadily in spite of adverse eco-
nomic conditions. There was crime,
yes, but more on the order of the
sensationalized gangland crimes of
“Pretly, Boy" Fioyd, ‘'Ma-
chine Gun Kelly' and others.

Being "‘poor’ is not synonymous
with being “‘crooked.”

Just as poor peoplé can keep .
clean, $o the 'disagvantaged'
classes can remain morally respon-.
sible. Crime 1s nat a disease; 1t is
not an anonymous. faceiess-‘‘con-
sequence of a- system.” ‘It i the
result of a nation turning its collec-
tive apd individual back on the most
basic of all iaws, the Ten. Com-
mandments—Ilaws that say, among
"Thou skait not
and ""Thou shait not kill"*!

Crimunals are made, not born .

Any child taught to respect the
laws of God wilf have littie ditticulty
respecting the laws of man But the
destruction gf the home throughout
much 0Of-the Western world and the
abrogation of high moral standards
in the church, the home and the
school have given rnise to morally
substandard, often cruel and un-
teeling young people who do not
know the simple difference between '
nght and wrong

Until parents recognize the awe-
some, responsibility of properly. in-
stiling in their ‘children a sense of
discipline, respect for the nghts and
property of others, love and sense
of duty toward God, .cauntry and
fellowman, our presemt,crime wave
will only grow worse. O

Read also the article beginning
on page 12 of this issue.
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Alcoholism Articte Helped

Freddy C.. who contributed to your ar-
ticle on alcoholism, has for some time

baen connected with this organization..

He sent us a copy of your current edi-
tion, and we are so impressed by all that

has been written on the subject that we-

feel we would like to distribute it a little
more widely to our workers and our
clients. If, therefore. you would be able
to let us have a number of copies. we
would be most grateful.

We would Like to congratulate you on

having broucht this subject so effec- |

Plain Truth 1s refreshingly different and
a departure from the commereial press.
Tired of so much journalistic mishmash
and all those tired old cliches. [ turn to
your newest monthly edition with real
intérest. The reporting of vital issues in
terms of unwversal Christianity is what
we need. not sectarian coverage. »

“Charles D. Stiff. *

Conncl. Argyilshire. Scotland
~ .
Earthquake Survival -

The Scptcmbcr"PZain Truth 'c‘arr'igd the I

best summarization ‘of what to do be-

your broadcasts dealing with crime and
juvenile delinquency. | have always
thought people were too busy in their
own race to destruction to notice what is
taking place in today’s socicty. | am
very relieved that | am not the only
person in the world who believes in
criminal prosecution. Keep up the good
work. . ’
2 * Charles Rhodes.
: Woodstock. Georgia

Mlnlst;r Wants GCorrespondence
Course

I am an ordained minister. (?m: mdssive
problem exists,yet in my life. however.
Simply, stated; | do'not believe in much
of thee teachings | hiayg worked so hard .
& 168, Tog mady, are backed by

fore. during sand after -an earihquake-
thadt | have Come across. Sincgwe in the’
Southein California area €specially-
néed to be prepared to respond to, this
type of problem. this nformation is.

tively 10 the attenuon of the public and
behieve it can only do an immense
amount of good We only wish that fa-’
cilities for treating and rehabilitating al-

" church wadition® rather han the Bible. ¥
.1 hope_yau don’t mind faving a.minister -
as a student of your Bible course. ft s
thy ambition to learn the truth as long

- coholics were more plentuful.
Mrs. M. S. Gibb.
; Chief Executive.
Helping Hand Organization
London. Englarid

The Aerosol Hazard

I was shocked when | read your article .

“Aerosols Are Destroying Our Atmo-
sphere™ (December Plain Truth). If
your readers accepted the artucle as

“truth,” thousands of workers in our .

- country could be laid off due to the
gross misunderstanding  and  unwar-
ranted fear generated by your poorly
researched article You have certainly
done a disservice to most of us in the
. aerosol industry who do not use the
propeilant systems that your article
mentioned. | believe that you will find
that ther majoriy of the two billion
aerosols produced in this country in the
past 12 months do not contain chloro-
fluogocarbons Based upon recent DFA
and CPSC actions. you can feel assured
that the propellants referred to in your
arucle will svon be phaséd out of exis-
tence. But please do not damage an in-
dustry by only telling half the story.

Seth R, Schnebel.
New Haven, Conaecticut

Plain Truth Faces lssues T
_Fcan'tsay that I always agree with your
feature wrters and their views on where
we are all heading Putting it in broader
perspective, even the old standards of

good and bad no longer apply. Many of

the issues at stuke woukd-tax the inge-
nuity of the world's most brilliant soci-
alogists. It is discouraging to note that
the churches everywhere prefer to re-
main silent on these very issues, almost
being afraid to speak out against what
passes for the establishment. But The

. .
Lite on Mars?

very down to earth and useful to us as a
* company and as individuals. lyrequest

your permission (o use the-nformation -

in our local plant safety program.
' Roger J. Maz.r\
Plant Safety Coordinator.
Borden Chemical Co..
-Compton, California

1 was disappointed with your recent edi-

torial “Life on Mars?*No Way!” You

may be entirely nghtan your conviction
that there 1s nolife on Mars. But you
seem (o feel that in the eatire universe
“this 1s the only -planet that harbors life
because God in some Gapricious mo-
meant willed it that wagro me this is a
cop-out. | cannot imagine that"of the
tnlhions ¢ stars and quadnilhons: of
planets that this solitary plaget we call
Earth 15 the only place where life
abounds. 1t s contrary lo elemental rea-
soning. regardless of whether the Bible
says 30 ur not, or whether you infer as

much from Scapture’ [t may be Time to -

have such sterhing faith, byt one should
not lose all shreds of inteliigence wn ar-
riving at.conclusions. This may be the
only planet in our solar system (0 har-
bot lhife. but there are myrads of solar
systems in thie cosmos. The chances are
there must be trdbions of planets with
life forms aboard. And this is the opin-
ion of fmost scientists .« :

Jacksonville, Florida

Pojiceman Finally Writes

"Please excuse my writing. as | am
cramped behind the wheel of a patrol
car in Atanta, Georgia. | suppose. like
“so many others:’l have put off wnting
for your information for one excuse or
another. Recently | heard a number of

Wade S. Rizk. M.D..

as God is willing to let me do so. .

N R. H.

Spokane. Washington

® The Amvassador College Bible Corre-

spondence Course is sent free to those

who request it, regardless of religious af
filiation. .

CONVERSION

(Continued from page 3)

"To learn -to OVERCOME and com-
pletely turn from the way the sin-
ning angels (11 Pet. 2:4) went. and to
let Christ develop 18 us His holy.
righteous, spiritual CHARACIER .-
God's way of LOVE! This we must
do SO THAT WE MAY QUALIFY 10
#MAKE OVER—RE-CREATE. S0 o
“speak—the ENTIRE UNIVERSE.

Insignificant as it may scem.
_HUMAN LIFE is endowed with the
most fantastic, awesome potential
possible even as GOD views it!

Next. month | want to write for
you about my own conversion agd
much more about what convegsion
REALLY1S. O

-

RECOMMENDED READING

Bookiets by Mr Armsirong on related
subjects nclude What Do You
Mean Salvation? What Wil You Be
Doing m the Next Lite? and Just What
Do You Mean—.the Unpardonabie
Sin**? These bookiets ate- provided free
ot charge by the Worldwi hurch of
God as a service in (he publiC interest
Worldwide *raiing addresses are on
the insige front cover.
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ARCHAEOLOGY

(Continued from page 21)
like EI?
Mika'el)°Yet alongside this is the
name Micah (mi-ka-va, perhaps
meaning “Who is like Yahweh?").
Pettinato simply stated that the
two names occurred but refused to
draw premature oonclusnons from
them.  This is proper scholar-
ship.

The Future

WhetherThe materia] from Ebla will
really . turn out to be “one of the
O greategt discovefies.of ours time or
. ﬁany other”

- Trying.- 10 compare” the. value of

seholarly findings can 2asily descend

~ inta childishness. since all finds have
their “valie.
small—=take their place as resources
from which to draw dor research
about the  ancient world. Without
using hyperbole. however. one can
certainly state that the discoveries at
Ebla are of great significance.

Proper analysis of the texts will
take considerable ume. Only pre-
liminary conclusions can be drawn
for the next wndefinite number of
years. Many hypotheses will be ad-
vanced: many wil have to be re-

“jected or modified after further
study. But some will stand the test
and become part of a basis on which
to Quuld turther work. o

It 1s not Likely that the study of
the Bible will be revoluuonized. The
“significance of the Bible is wn its reli-

«

gious. ¢thical and moral teachings.

But new discoveries can help us 1o
understand  better the matrix 1n
whxqg the Bible grew. O

Dr tLester L+ Grabbe is on
the faculty of Ambassador Col-
lege, where he teaches as assis-
tan: professor of itheology.
Speighzing in languages and
litervtures relating to the Bible,
he holds g Ph.D. from Clare-
mont Graduate School Re-
prints are available of previous
. articles Dr. Grabhe has written.
Please request - them by title:
“How We Got the Bible” and
“Which Translations Should You
. Use?"”

as does the Hebrew. 1

remains. 10’ be  seen.

All-whether "big or

. caught his eye. "May | have this?"" he asked. “Of course,"’

“WHY NOT?

~WhyWereYou Bom?

urray. was a nice enough fellow. He was president of a company

that sold pnntmg supplies, and | was in the printing business.
We were at a printers’ convention in Los Angeles. ;

Printers are a strange iot: half their blood'is ink and the other half

. alcohol. They've seen the world. know all about it—if you. don't think

s0 just ask one—and they don't like any of it. They are hard-bitten, but
".generally friendly and rpost have a sense of humoy. Iit's from them l
" léarned the phrase: *‘For the man who “thinks, the world is eomic; for
the man who feels it is tragic.”*-Since most of them thought they were
thmkers but many were secretly concemed it was an interesting tra-
glcomlc tima. - :

Murray asked, “"What is it you guys prmt” I'had a copy ot one ot

+.. our booklets with me, so | handed it to him as a sample The title was

Why Were You Born? e glanced at the paper stock, size, printing
quality, was pleasantly surprised that this was only one among dozens
of booklets we print hundreds of thousands of—and then the title
| said. ""We
give all qur literature away free—it's a public service."”

_“Thanks!" he said with a grin. “'I've just got to have this. {'ve al-.
ways wondered why | was born. I'm sure most people have the same
question, but |.never heard anybody ask anybody else. I'm going to .

" ask everybody here!"” And with that he disappeared to confront the

world of printer’s deviis.

"Murray did ask nearly everyone there “Why were you born'7"
Some gave a short laugh, turned to another customer, and dismissed
good old Murray as having had one too many. Others paused to really
consider: 't was born to, make money! Practical, cosmopolit'an.
*| was born to make a living, get married, have children and die.” Pe-
destrian. *'| was born to eat, drink and make merry, {or tomorrow .
Evading tne question. “Nobody knows why he was born, stupld
Wae're just here!'' Belligerent, superior. | was born to learn some
lessons before t die, and maybe develop a little character.” Getting
warm, but too serious for a printer. ‘'l was born to help make the world
a better place to live in—and failed so far'': bitter, somewhat cynical,
sarcastic “Ask a priest!’: passing the buck. "Why, you unpnntable
no good son of an expletive, it you don't know why the blank you were
born why ask me?" Better move on, tight, coming upls

Well, Murray had a ball that day, and hke to have broken up the
convention Three months later'| asked him if he ever had read that
booklet. “No,-got yet.”" he admitted, ‘'but | still ask everyone the ques-
tion when.| get a chance—their answaers kill. mel"

~ ldon't know it Murray has ever read the booklet yet, but why
don't you? There is a very good answer—one you probably - never
heard before: fantastic, interesting and real. o
* And it's ree—write tor your copy today.
Why not?

L
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-Robin came to Ambassa- Meet educated in the business fessional skills. She's working to
dor College from Santa RQbin of successful living. And discover adg develop the best
Cruz, California. With 7 Ambassador Colledge is that is within her today, so that
her major in business utierrez. @ place that is dedi- she can have a meaningful part
administration, she plans cated to helping its stu-, in shaping the society of tomor-
to pursue a teaching career ) dents discover the real row.. .. That's why she came to
upon completing her formal - B meaning . of life and dis- Ambassador Coilege
education. While her pro- cern their individual
fessional training is impor- places in"it. So like
tant to. her, ‘Hobin - p most of the pegple
expécts - something Wk around her, Robin
more from her.college * by Gutierrez’ is -look- -

experierice. She also g 2 ing beyond just
wants to become acquiring pro-

!

For information about admissions, call toll-
free (800) 423-4444 [except in Calitornia,
Alaska and Hawail, call (213) §77-5000].
or write: . -

‘Ambassador
College

Admissions Office
300W. Green St. . -
.Pasadena, Ca. 91123

or -
Big Sandy. Tx 75756

Ambamador Coige aomvis sudenis of any 1808 COXY NEONAT and
sthrac ongn .
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