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A Fe've heard so much bad.
news that some wonder-
fully Goop NEws soon to’

‘:ome ought to be welcome! And 1T
1S SURE!

Many do ndt realize it, but many .

prophecies in the Bible apply liter-
ally o the nations of the U.S., Brit-

ain, Canada, Austfalia. New

Zealand and South Africa today—
and even to the nations of WESTERN
Eurore! To understand, you need

ta read our free booklet The United ‘

Stdtes and British Commonwealth in
Prophecy. It shows you exactly
WHERE we are mcnlioncd in the bib-
lical prophcues‘

These prophecies turn thcA

searchlight on our countries §ODAY.

hey pull no punches! They de-
cribe our EVILS and their causes.
And then, in this same Bible, the
Book of God. it tells us. how we are
to be FORGIVEN by an all-loving and
merciful Gon- our ways changed—
ang tells of the wonders. the glories,
the peace, happiness, joy, and abun-
dant and universal well-being that

are coming~-and not only to olr na-

tons. but to'all nations!

" Men are not like God., Men do
not often return good for evil. But
you angd | now live in the very gen-
eraton when this good news is com-
ing!

I was riding in a car. in New
Delhi. ‘India, one day. It seemed a
strange sight. Cows were ‘walking
leisurely all over the streets, and in
the sidewalks beside the streets. )

“Don’f these cows all belong to
somebody?” I asked my driver..’

*Oh yes. they belong to many dif-
‘fefent owners,” he answered.

“But how do theowners find their
‘own cows and herd them into their
own sheds ataight™ -

“Oh.™ he answered, “they don’t,
Miny would not even know which
cows are theirs. But each cow knows
its owner @hd where it belongs at
“night.”

“Imm&diately | thought of a
prophecy: God gave about our

PpEOPLE: “HEAR. O heavens, and’

give ear, O earth: for the ETERNAL
. ~hath spoken, I have nourished and
. brought up ahlldrcn and they have

rebelled against me. The ox know- .

eth his owrier, and the ass his mas-
tec’s ‘crib; but.:.my people doth

~ not consider. Ah sinful nation, a .
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" people laden with iniquity, a seed of

evildogrs,  children that are corrup-
ters: they have forsakén the ETER-
NAL. they have provoked the Holy
One of Israel unto anger. they are

gone away backward. Why should . -
" ye be stricken®any more? Ye -will

revolt mor¢ and more: the whole

. head is sick. and the whole heart
faint” (Isa. 1:2-5).

Back in the days of Moses, God -
put a proposition. a. proposal of
marriage- to Israel. He offered them -

a COVENANT (known as the “Old
Covenant™) which was actually a
MARRIAGE. covénanl. and at the

same time set up those Israclites de-
livered out of Egyptian slavery as
one of the world's nations. They be-

cam¢ Goo's nation Upon obedi-

ence o His governmeat’s laws, they

were promused they would become
the wealthiest, most-lowerful, most
peaceful and happy nation on o..lrlh
He gave thcm No spiritual promises

of salvation of cternal life, but su”

preme  NATIONAL pmmm:s above
all nanons.

But what dods God lhmughien‘
miah say of His “wife’s” conduct?
*...Thou hast played the harlot
with many loven -[military allies);

.yet return agam o me, saith the
ETernaL [nmplymg furgnvcmss and
receiving His “wife” back upon re-

pentance]. Lift up thine cyes unto
. o

‘The Good News
Coming Soon!

the high places [places of idolatrous

worship], and see where thou hast

not been lien with. In the ways hast’
thou sat for them . .. angd thou hast. -

polluted the land with thy whore-

doms and with thy wicked- . . :
ness. ... thou refusedst to be -
" ashamed. Will he (God] reserve his -

anger for ever? Wall he keep it to the
end?" (Jer. 3:1-3,5.)
Let's stop right here and UNDER-
STAND this, ~ ) .
We have a CREATION thus cafth,

_our moon, the other planets of our

lar system with-our sun. Our solar
system is a small part of a GAUAXY.
There are thousands of othet galax-

ies far, far off in space-:each with its

suns, which' appear as small stars to

" us because of their tremendous dis-
-, tance. The physical univene iy END.

LESs—greater than our minds can

‘grasp. A CREATION demands the

precxistence of a (REATOR There
was  PLANNING,  design PURFOSE.

There is a REASON for wh.n the Cre~
. ator dud.

This carth, as only a rew know,

- originally was populated by angels.

But there was PURPOSE! Circat ac-

. .complishment was planned for

them, Thus of course demanded law
and order - harmony  all pulbog to-
gether for their grand accomplish-
ment. So the CREATOR s¢t over them

(Continued on page 40)
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What is the real answer? Is.Jesus God? Is He the
-same as Jehovah? Is there moré than one God?
Hereis the truth as revealed m your Bible. ‘

m'{téwﬁﬁp,.m“nm AeTe D

Dy Hovbm W Avmstvono

l.mlmg as it I‘Ihl) seém. there 1s -
preat confusion today. among

“rehgrous lcaders umccnung ihe

fiue  nature: and office of “Jesus -

Christ the Savior of the world  You

neced’ nm be in'y “doubt’ The Bible was

divinely m\pm.d Lo ipatt TRUIN 10

thove wht scck it wish konest hearts -

_.and minds_But evén (s all-ampor-

tant subjeet has become jumbled -
loda) ) uouhled and’ chuom world - |

u.mu.m? K

Jesus Chust came to pay the penalty \
for »n i our stead. He gove of

Cpos sible?

“Chnst (1 ph

‘Himvelf, lh.u we nnghl hc cmn~
cled 1o God. How was’ rlm i

Farst, 1f Jesus had been o 1y

‘human, Hw death could have payd -
ahe puialry for but one other huma) ™.

who had incurred that penalty by
transgiessipn of ‘God's spiritual law

{Romans- 6.23). Since God the

Father created” all lhmg\ by Jesus
3:9), and since all
things. mcludmg man, were made

“by Jesus Chust, He is our Maker

and . therefore God.” and His -life
“lmla He gave was ot gmm’r ‘value

.

than ‘the sum total of all- human
beings, For we read, “In the begin-

- ‘ning was the Word, and the-Word

was with God, and the Word was

" God. The same was in the beginning -
‘with God. All things were made by
‘him; and without him was not any-.

lhmg made that was made™ (John
). “And the Word hecamé flesh
~and dwelt among us, full of grace
and truth; we have beheld his glory,
glory as of the only Son from’ lh«.
Father” (verse 14, RSV). Also, *

was in the world, and the world was
made “through him, yet the world
kntw him' not” (verye 10, RSV). -
Compare these scriptures with

1 Connthians 8:6 and Colossians

L 12-19.
* Lite alone can begvr life. This is

the absolute law of biogénesis: Since

'lt.rnal life is the Girt of God (John
6). only o' GQb possessing immor-

mllg could. give it. I Jesys wcrc‘-'-'

only human. we could not receive-
“eternaf” hfe lhrough Him' and He -
.could not be Gur Savior. Man does -

not have cu.rnal life~gaherént in: '5

“himsalf, ‘But. a8 God “the Father®

- hath.life 1n himself. so hath he gwm -

10.the Son to-have life 10 himsel(.™

And. “God kath given (0 us eterpal
Wfe. and the Wle w i s Son: He
that hath the Son’ hath life; and he

- that hath not the.Son of God hath not ~ .

l'j\' “(Jotin 5 26. 1 John 5T |2)

Ho Was Also Humnn

-Of the other hand. Jesus was also
- human - Since it & human hfc which
has lmnsbrc\wd God's law. the law
“clarmis human 1ifeas its pénalty
Contraty 0 popular present-day - -

teachimg. the: Word . ot God states |

that’ the wages- the penalty of sin
18 DEATH not cternal ife i a so-
called “hc}ln_rc" (Romans 6.21)

- When we sin, we hrc;gk God's per-

fect sptitual law. “for sin’ay the
transgression "ol the faw”
3.4y The: penalty tor his - sin 1.
death  The peaalty -t “be pmd
God the’ Father will not com!

prmmsc 1t st -be paid by man

“Thercefore, Jesus: who s and was
. God, uhu has alwayy msud (Jolm
1:1.2)) was actially - ma«lc Slesh
- (verse 44) He. who was God. ac-
tually became human flesh. | “Johin

4:2.3 (RSV) states;. “By this you .

know the Spint of (md every apirit
which umlcbsu lll.Al jh.us (lmsl

The PLAIN mmu Jurio - 077
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"F'} come in tlxeﬂesh is of God and
‘every spml which does not confess

' Jesus is not of God.” He was' con-

‘ceived in and borm of thc human
vitgin, Mary. “Now the birth of

“-Jesus Christ took place in this way.

When his mother Mary had béen.
betrothed to Joseph. before they

" came ‘together she was found to be
.- with child of the Holy Spirit" (Matt.

- 1;18. RSV). He was made not only - |’
ﬂu.h but humay. flesh and blood.
Notice Hebrews 2:t4: *“Since then
th? children are sharers in blood and
flesh, himself also m like manner_
partook”of the:sume” (Ivan Panin
translation).

" Jesus called Himself the Soft of
. MAN repeatedly, and also the Son of
God. Matthew wrote: “Now when
Jesus came 1nto the district of £ ae-
sarea Philippi, he' asked -his dis-

cciples, *Who do men say that the

Son of man 57" And .they said.
‘Some say John thé Baptist, othgrs:
say Eljah. and.others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets” He said to

. them, ‘But who-do you say that | .
am?’ Simon Petér rephcd *You arey
the Christ. the Son of the' living ]

God! And Jesus answered - him;
“Blessed are You, Simon Bar-Jonal
For fiesh and blood has not revealed
this to, y/u but my Father who is in
heaven' " (Matt 16:13-17.RSV).
Jesus. in nature. iy equal with
God--“Jesus” who, cxmmg in Gods -

) “form; counted, not thaf being on an
. equaliy with God' ought to be

-grasped at. but emptied him-

{self.. . béing madc in likeness of

“men” (Phil.2 3 1n translation).

He is (al/ed(u .in Titus. 2:10, 13. .
Theretore He 1§ God. The Bible
_contains S0 much on these points
that the dbove is a mere fragment of
the evidence

es, Jesus 16 also “Jehovah.” al, -

lhuubh this word: o a mistranslation

used in the Amencan’ Standard Ver- )

sion “Fhe vriginal name,"in the He-
brew, contained the .consongnty
“YHVH.” 'l‘lu'prum. pronuncia-

wn of the name s not detinitely -

known since u ceased. being ‘pro-
nounced long bcfon.. the time of
(hnsl The- rm'amn;; I * English, “is
“IHE ETERNAL, “THE EVER-LIV-
“ING.” or the ‘Sn-.uJExlsﬁm." Itis
commonly " supposed that® YHVH,
SOf, @8 ¢ nlnnumly called, “Jehovah,”
or. as in. the Aulhpnztd Versron.(_
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“the. LORD.” .of the Old Testament
was. God the FATHER of Jesus
Christ. This.is a flagrant error! *
YHVH was the Gbd of Israel, the
only One of the Godhead known to
ancient Israel. When He. came in
human flesh they did ndt recognize
Him. “He was in the world, and the

world was, made by him, and the

.world knew him not” (John.1:10).
Neither did they know God the

TN R LT T
Since God the Father created
all things by Jesus Christ, and
i Since all things, including man,
‘were .made by Jesus Christ,
. He is our Maker and therefore

God, and His life which He gave |

was of greater value than the
sum total of all human bemgs

10:22). , .
In Genesis |, the Hebrcw namc

. translated “God" is' Elohif=This. is

a uniplural word (a cpllective noun). |
such as “ghureh¥™ o “family.” A’
church or a tamily c.onsi'sl?‘()f‘more
than one person, yet is one church.
.or ‘one family. In this same sense
Elohim-the God Kingdom-in-
cludes both God the “Father and
YHVH (who was the Fogos or the.

~ WoRrD of God). and alsa their Spirit -

emanating from “them, the Holy
“Spirit, the LIEE, CHARACTER, ‘and .
POWER of God. Jesus, in praying for
the. welfare of the Church, prayed

that its many members might “be -
ONE, as we are one™ (John t7:11, 21, -

Moﬂuu) The Church .is ONE body,

yet: mmposcd of many members
(L Cor. 12:12)°A huabnnd and wnfe
" are ONE FI ESH, yet two persons.

The ‘word “God™ has two mean-
ings -the «God Kingdom or_ the,
l".muly wl God, aAND the' persons
- composing that Kingdom or Fam-’
ily, Christ and the Father are ONE
Siod! not two Gods-- one” Elohim.,
That is why Elohim said: “Let: us
‘make. man’ 0 OUR mage” (Gcn
1:26). - s
B YHVH was' the w(nu) or
~Spokesman of the Godhead - it®sec:
ond member. As soon as God began ..
t0 " SPEAK {0 “man, il was alwayy
YHVH who spoke (translated -
“Lorp” m’ the Authorized, and *Je-
hovah™ in the American ‘Standard

‘Version—see Genesis 2:16, 18 ‘and.

- Exodus 20:2). Almost always it is ,
-YHVH in the original Hebrew— the
. “Worp™ who was made flesh. The
_proof of this is .a long stedy -in-

.volving hundreds of passages.
. As a. fragment of the evidence,
compare [saiah 8:13-14 with I Peter

- 2:7-8. .Isaiah said, “The LOrD of

hosts”—YHVH—shall be “a stone of
stumbling and a rock of offence.”
Peter said, in quoting this text in
reference to Christ, He is “a stone of
stumbling, and a rock of offence.”
Jesus .is the. LorD—the Eternal of
the Qld Testament.

Now compare Isaiah 40:3 wuh
Matthew 33 and Mark 1:3. John

prepared- the way before YHVH'

(Isaiah 40:3) who was CHRIST

. (Mark 1:14-15),

In- Revelation 1:17 we read:

nl “When I saw him, I fell'at his feet as
Father (M‘.al(. 127 and Luke'

though dead. But he laid his right

hand upon mé, saying, ‘Fear not, I
am the first and the last.” And in -

verse 8: I am the Alpha and’ the

Omega,” says the Lotd ‘God. who is

-and whowas and who is to come,
‘the Almighty.” Again Revelation
22:13: “I.am th¢ Alpha and the
Omega. the first and the last, the
beginning and the end.” Study.also

Revelation 22:16 for- proof it . was

Jesus ‘speaking. Jesus Christ calls
Himself the Alpha.and the Omega,

_ the Beginning and the End, the First

‘and the Last, Now compare these

“texts with. Isaiah 44:6: “Thus says
the LoRD, the King of Israel and hi$ -
" Redéemer, the' Larbp of hosts; ‘I am

the first and |'am the last; besides

. me there is no God."

Who is Our Rodnmer?

Now turn to Isaiah 48:11-12. “For

my own sake. I-do it, for how.should
my name be profaned?-My glory |
ill not give to another, *Hearken to
Me. O Jacob. and Israel, whom 1|

“called!' I am He. I am the first, and |

am the last.” " Verses 17-18 show it
was YHVH ypeaking: And also n

Isaiah -41:4: *Who. has performed .

and done this, calling the genera-
tions from the, beginning? 17 the
Lorp, the first, and with the Jast;. |

am He.” All of these scriptures show ~ °
“that' YHVH is the First. and Last

*Christ is the YHVH of the Old Tes-
lﬂIIICI“

»

(Continued on page 38)
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WORLDWATOH

An Overv1ew of M&JOI‘ News

Events and Trends

_TRADE WAR
“JITTERS

- A surge of trade protectjonism has
surfaced in recemt months. High of-

ficials in ‘the. US, and Japan are
already warning about the possi-

‘bility of trade war.

In the maost puhhu(cd Ld\t.‘ the
U.s. Inurnalmnal Trade Commis-

sion.’a group empowered o recom- |

mend reliet for domestic industries
threatened by imports.: formally

proposed in-carly spring that Presi-

dent Carter.raise taritfs on imported
sho?.s by as much as 40 percent.
In response to the” Commission.

compronyse solution by directing
his speuial ‘teade ncgolialor to seck
“voluntary limits™ on low-cost shoe

“impors from Taiwan dnd South

Korea. However. . Americari labor

. uniom, afticials: have indicated that

vulunury agreements “dos not
work”™ und will not satsty their de-

. mand for protection.

In another major protectiomst de-
velopment. an . estimated * 500000
Amernican (éxtile and clothing work-

-ers, Maged a brief walkout in mid-
. Apr(l in 4 coast-to-coast dmwmlrd-

tion. They demanded. ughter hngits
wn apparck imports ‘which have
surged in‘recent years. . *

) Protectionist sentiment, hnwg:vcr .
isn't hauted to the United., States.

There has been r;:,mg L(ﬁnurn  the
European Community over large-
scalé penetration of Japapese. prod-
ucts into the domestic markets for
ships. vars steel apd ball beanngs.
The EC hay Al[mdy sapped a stiff
20 percent ‘tanft increase on Japa-
nese ball beanagy. and threatens. o

enact-quotas_and minmum pnu.h'

on Jupanese steel. -

Whtle official govcrnmcnl buluy.
-in both Europe and .America. is 10
- oppose_pratectionism.: the | _pressure
_ for trade rcalmllo’na seems Ilko.ly to -

.

4,

PresidentCarter attempted to find a

i

-TEXTILE AND CLOTHING workers jam New York's Hérald .§quare to, prolest
toreign clothing lmports which they chargé deprive American workers of jobs.

remiain. In the U.S.. union sources -

claim that impor(s have cost over i

200,000 domestic jobs in the textile
and appare] industries, and 70.000

jobs in the shoe industry. ‘An esti-

mated, 300 U.S. shoe factories have -

closed in‘recent years.

In Europg’ uncmplnynu,nl hﬂ\
been running very high i the steel -
“industry. Only- 60 percent ol cupac-
ity is bemng used. and many Euro-,
_.peans blame 1t gn rising |mpurls of
cdupanese steel. s~

Overall, the rconomies ui‘ the .

free-world: natons continue o be
fragilé. wnd the tempfation remains
for governmenty to expand domistic
cmph)ymv.nl even at the nsk ofin- .
creasing trade testrictions: l)unnt, a.
recent visit to Washington, Japanese
Prime Minister Takeo Fukuda
warned That u surge u(\pmlcumn-

* ism .could precipytate an -cconomic -

" replay of the Great Depression of the
1930s: *The world. ¢conomic sllu-
ation Iollowmb the 1973 oil crisis
was_ quite similar (o .the devel-
opmcn(x of lhdl p.xrmul.nr “time.”

L protectionism. . .

s‘ud Mr. Fukuda, pmnlmg out that -

during the Great Diepression world
trade volunve dropped by-40 per-

cent. He went on to state that “there

is great danger therefore of a rcv:val
of protectionism:’ ’ -

* Elaborating on the w«.nts af lhc
1930s, Fukuda reminded his Ameri-.’
« can hosts thai “the major countries.,

. one . after another, abandgned  the -
_open cconomic system of freetrade.

switching to the closed system of
I am nat sugpest-
ing ‘that we are once-agan on the

road w world war. Yet | feel deep -~
< anxiety about the social and-politi-

cal consequences tor the world ifwe

. slide once again into protectionism..”

or w breakap of the wnrld cumomy

into trade hkx*

'US.:CUBAN
DETENTE?

Theye are’growing signs that the 16-
year-old cold: war bet \K‘Lcn ‘the

United Stitgs and (‘uba may. be'en: '

The PLAIN TRU TH June 197 "
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teting the first stages of thaw. Dur-,

ing the past few montls, scores of

U.S. politicians, journalists and
' businessmen have returned home

from visits to Havana, singing the
praises of the “New Cuba” and ad-

* vocating reconciliation. Even more -
. significantly, both President Carter
- and Cuban dictator Fidel Castro
". have begun talking publicly about

" the possibility of warmer relations.

At issge is the question of lifting
the trad¢ embargo imposed by Pres-
ident- Kénnedy 'in 1962, and restor-
ing diplomatic relations severed by
President Eisenhower in January
1961.

Economically. the United Statgs
would have little t6 gain by suc)fd
move. Cuba--an island nation of
anly nine million people—could

_looked by the eager-beaver advo-
¢ates of rapprochement, tlre
obstacles to warmer relations are
numerous. Among them: the thou-

2 . : .

" sands of Cuban troops and “ad-

visers™ operating against Western
interests throughout Africa and else-
where; Havana's systematic' and

brutal repressmn of human rights

(there are more political pnsoncrs in
Cuba than in all the other nations of

Latin America combined): and the
unresolved matter of some $1.8 bil.

lion. in "property belonging to U.S.

corporauons which Castro seized;

without compcnsduon in the early
1960s.

As_long as Castro continues to
cast himself in-the role of “leader”
of the Third World—witH all the for-
eigtr- advénturism and anti-Ameri-

never become a major market for ~“canism that entails— opponents of

U.S. compidnies. On the other side

nothing the’ U.S. really -needs. Bul
there are sull profits to Be mad
the Cuba trade, and Americanusi-

-nessmen are interested. Though

busiaess transactions with Cuba are

© still forbidden, planeloads of early-
. bird entreprencurs have already de-

scgnded upon Havana' o get the’

_ jump on compeultars by establishing

preliminary business contacts.

- Cuba has potentially much more
to gain through reconciliation than
does the United States. The island
sorely ndeds the Vdncty of - goods
obtainable from the U.S - including

. trucks. cars, industrial equipment -

and spare parts. Foodstuffs, such as -
whedl and rice, are also reeded.

On the selling end. access for (‘u-
ban sugar to the US. parket is of
primary concern o Havana. The.

" land has been wn.gktd by the in-

_competence of the Castro
government, and-is-currently labor- -

ing under a huge burden of foreign.
debi. The sale of sugar (and, of .

course, Havina ugdrs) to the US.
- would permit Cubs i binid up re-

serves of tauly needed hard cur-
rency. The progpect of. increased

wurist dollars is _alluring’ for the -

same reason. | s

No quick dpploma(u brcdk—
through should be expected, how--
ever. Crilics ask what Castro has

" doné' to merit warmer relations.
Though often minimized or over-
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warmer relations will have a strong

of the ledger, Cuba has virtually . argument i their favor. Cuban offi-

cialg themselves admit rapproche—
ment may be long in coming—
possibly years away. Except for their
economic morass, the Cuban lead-
erghip, basking in foreign political
and military successes, feels that the
““winds ‘of change™ thrdughout the
-Caribbean and Latin America aré
blowing in their favor-Any ties with
the U.S. will be of a limited nature
.and geared solely to Cuba’s inter-
ests. Washington. wnll gdln very
little. .

PLUTONIUM BAN- :
AGOOD IDEA
- TURNING SOUR

The American’ government ‘is step-
economy of the Soviet-subsidized is- + ping up efforts to halt the prolifera-

tion of nuclear material throughout

the world. In the past several’

~months, the ‘Carter Administration:
has banned the use of plutonium in
the U.S. nuclear power industry and
brought . diplomatic pressure on its
allies in Eutope o take tough action

. to safeguard nuclear power plants

from terrorist attacks. It has also

voiced its disapproval of several nu- .

_clear technology deals ‘made bé-
‘tween European nations and Thlrd
‘World countries. .

Thus far, the cﬂort.s have - met

with mixed success. In some ‘quar--
ters, - Mr Carters efforts” have met

with a cool, if not downrlght b«)stlle
reception. German .and French
delegates to an, International

. Atomic Energy -conference in Iran
‘have criticized the plutonium ban, .

and the head of the agency, Swe-
den’s Sigvard. Eklund, even argued

- that it threatened the nuclear non-

proliferation treaty by domg some-
‘thing the treaty explicitly- forbids:

limiting the free flow of nuclear

knowledge between countries. -.

On the other hand, Amerlcan :

news sources indicate Yhat France,
" Britain, West Germany, Japan,

" Canada, and the Soviet Union have

secretly gone along with the US.

. proposal not to export any more nu--

clear reprocessing equipment.

In any case, the ‘American anti-
nuclear initiatives have already
strained relations with its European
allies, West Germany in particular.

The Bonn government has been vis-. .

ibly irked by American criticism

over its agreement to.supply Brazil. .
with clght nuclear power stations, a -
uranium-enrichment plam and, an.

installation for reprocessing spent
nuclear fuel. Even though there are

-legal safeguards to the agreement,:

American officials have argued that
both the enrichment plant and’ the

reprocessing fagility could even- .
.tually be used to -make nuclear

weapons. France, too, is going

ahead with a similar deal with Paki- -
stan, again du.rcgardmg Amertcan :

criticism.
-‘Much of the Europcqn hOSU'Ily‘ to

_ the American antiproliferation ef-

forts centers around feur of depen-
dence on Amcmds only-too-finite

supply of uranium. Unlike uranium, -

plutonium can be used indéfinitely
to fuel nuclear.power plants. The
prospect of “breeding .plutonium™
‘holds much . attraction 0 sconomi-
cally strapped European countries
who are riow dependent. on impor-
lcd oil or urgniym. .

The worldwide energy crisis has N

unders(orcd the importance of a
modern industrial country being as

nearly self-sufficient .as | possible. .
-Some Europeans have therefore:

looked upon the American ¢ffors as

P%mcal‘aucmpl to’ p;oduce an .’
OPEC-like dominance over thé -
~world’s nuclear power industry., As

the head of Britain’s atomic energy

. authority, Sir John Hi15 has pointed

5
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out, the U.S, possesses vast reserves .’

of. coal and- half-the world's ura-
nium: foregoing plutonium'.might

not mean much 0 the US., but-to -

’ encrgy paor Japan and Western Eu:
- rope, it. could- spell the difference
between depression and-prosperity.

With oil - And gas, shortagcs al-
ready 'a. part of the ‘international
economic scené, and the likely pros-
pect of a,uranium shortage occur-
ring within the next several'decades.

.. sheer economics ‘may force nations *

to disrcgard American antiprolifera-

uon ‘imitiatives dnd risk the contin--

. ued production of plutoniuni, one of,
the most deadly substanccs known
’ to man. .

| DEFAUI.T— RUSSIAS
‘SECRET WEAPON"?

-A study fecently: released by the
Central ‘Intelligence Agency (CIA)
réveals that by the end:of 1976 the

Soviet Union owed nearly $10 bil- .
“lion in debts ‘to the Unitéd States .

and other. Western nations, and was.

paying a walloping’ $500 million in."

".annual . interest on the loans. The
" . indebtedness of Moscow's East Eu-
- ropean allies 15 estimated to range in
* the: neighborhodd of $15 to $25 bil-

lion or more. And Communist bloc . '

borrowing continues (o fise stcadlly
“Large-scale loans to the Soviet
-Union and. East European countiies

were thought of by some as a way to-,

gain levemge over those govern-.
", ments,” “explains Senator Henry
Jackson (D- W‘nh ). “But what may
be “happentng, in fact, is'that the

debtors are on the verge of obtain-.
:ing levcragc over Western govem- R

‘menls. :
Economu _analysts maintain thag.

" the Communist bloc could seriously

- shake up the <ecogomy of the West
should ‘it eyer choose to default on
“its loans. The blow’ o the West's

. financial *structure
enormous. | -

. *Make a small loan,”
Swiss banker, 5‘:?
ated a debtor. Make a large loan
shd you have. Cl’CdlCd a partner.”
And ‘that. “partner” - could literatly
ruin uts ¢reditor banks by refusmg to
repay. . :

The Sovnet tecord for repaying
Wmtcm loans' has been’ excellent—

.

explains a

-

would-  be -

you have cre-,

so far. What worries Western’ barik-
ers dnd. military planners is” what

* woirld happen ‘should an opportu-

m(y present itself for huge Commu-

nist-gains. by blackmailing the Wesr
{through the threat of default.”*
* don’t like to use the word black-
.-mail,”

.says onc: West Europcan
banker “but that’s what it would
‘amount to if the Soviets were ever to

seek commercial or other favors as a’
condmon of kaopmg up thcnr repay-

mcn(s ~
‘A Zurich: bankensums up the sit-
uation: “The Western. community

may get into a very exposed condi-
tion.”

wqud loans té the ‘Communist bloc

continue to mount up. And as the:

Communists have a penchant for
dealing secretly with banks, no one

. knows for sure just how great those

sums really are. -

' CANADA WITHOUT

QUEBEC?-NOT

ONLY CANADIANS
"ARE WORRIED

in an election upset last November
the separatist -Parti Quebécojs cap-

‘tured ‘the government of the pre-~

dominately French-speaking
Canadian peovince of Quebec. Since

that time, the increase in secession-.

ist sentiment in Quebec has grown
steadily. A “survey conducted in
April for the Canadian -Broad-

“casting Company showed that over
32 percent of the Quebeckers ques-

tioned supportéd dndependence

from English-speaking Canada, as--
-suming economic lics were main-
“tained. Polls taken prior to the
separaust party’s vidtory last fall -

placed the fiure at less than 20 per-

- cent.

_'A referendum on the. indepen-

-dence issue is planned in Quéebec,
though :no_date has yet been set. .

Canadian Prime - Minister Pierre
Trudeat confidently predicts defedt
of the secessionist* pmposal main-
taining that his coumry s unity “‘will

not be fractured.” Quebec Premier .

Rene Levesque, leader of the Parti

Quebecois, contends that Quebec’s -
. eventual independence is inevitable,

But the West remains ob-- -
lwlous to such warnings, and free- .

.« -

and that as a totally mdependem -

nation. Québec would have “a fu-
ture immeasurably ‘richer and more

stimulating than the 109-year-old . -
" Holding

bind [wi(h Canadd]
an opposing view, Canadmn Trade

-Minister Jean Chretien asserts: “If it

came about, it would impoverish

both Quebec and the rest of Cdn- .

ada.” P
In" addition to the economic con-
siderations  of Quebec secession, the

. Ottawa government is worried over
_speculation that it might encourage,
secession-minded political parties in -

the western provinces of British Co-
lumbia and Alberta.

From the United States’ point of

view, the economic impact of a Que-
bec secession could be enormous.

The close U.S. ties with Canada—in -

trade, investments, jointly owned

companies, energy cooperation, and .

so on—would inevitably come into
question..
Possibly even more 1mporlan(

. than the’ economic, ramifications are

the military considerations. Trudeay
has suggested that Quebec’s seces-
sion’ might fecessitate’ the, with-

_drawal of Canada.from the NATO .
.alliance and from NORAD (North. -
A”nerlcan Air Dcfcnse Command)- .
the United States’ forward line of
- defensé against a Soviet attack over

the Arctic. At the very least, a free
Quebec, should it~ decide 10 - with-
draw from the NORAD network

. (some of . Quebec's" leaders have

made such speculations) would

leaye a giant hole in the joint air .’

defense system. much’like a funnel
directed straight at America’s heart-
Ind. .

Thus, if Qucbcc were t0, 5eu:dg :

from Canada. America could *be
faced. in Trudeau's words. with a
situation “much tore grave than
the Cuban missile crisis” of 1962,
Talk of secession may go on for

_years, as those for and against it

debate the relative merits and draw-
backs. Whether Quebec ultimately
remains a part of Canada is a vital
question of concern not only to Ca-
nadians, but to the United States

‘and the entire. Western world. At

stake is not_only the future of the .-

second largest country in the world.
but possibly the economic and miki-
tary well-being of man} outside its
borders Q .
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. Part 2 covered the main even ts leading up to my own conversion, including me part my
wife played in it, up to my complete unconditional surrender to God. It covered, my :
change from the attitude of “get” to that of “‘give.’” But | was not yet actually con verted— -
not even (o that initial expérience most prolesslng Christians believe to be the total of
“gonversion. We are still far from answermg in this series that overall quesllon.
“Convers:on—sudden expenence, or lifelong proc)ss?" :

o

ever had to swallow::to admit my

It had bgen the bitterest pill I had: -

wife was right in turning to what . -
I had catléd *religions fanaticism.”:’
It_was hard to admit that having -
had AMBITION aroused early in me— - -
gcneraung SELF_ CONFIDENCE—wWas

all SELF-CENTEREDNESS and there-
fore: wrong. It was not easy to give
up everylhuig my heart and whole
life had been séton.

Prepared in Advanoo

" God prepared in advance lhe .-
apostle Paul.by an education under.

perhaps the greatest teacher ‘and
educator of his ‘time_the *learned
Gamaliel. Paul (his name had béen’

" changed from Saul) started out with

an almost superhuman fanaticism to
destroy the new religion, Christian-
“ity. He was as eager to stamp out
Christianity as the most fanatical
members of the PLO are to wnpe out
‘the nation of Israel today.

Like Saul; 1 was applying ‘my
engrgies -in the wrong directiop. 1
was striving for SELF-gain—SELF-

y ory. 1 wanted to be recognized as
, on'u: of the “SUCCESSFUL” in the field

of business. | was living prunanly in
the GET, philosophy, which .l have
shown ongmaled with " Satdq. the
dévil. -

1 had archd thall“all \ s-c .

Tho PLNN mum June ‘w‘n
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by Herbert W Armstrong
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churches.can't be wrong— and they
et their religion FROM THE BIBLE.” ¥
was  shocked—dumbfounded—to
learn that in Protestant Sunday
schoal F had been taught .in most
basic doctrines the very OPPOSITE of
whalt the Bible actually savs. 1 had

". to learn in this initial most intensive

and ip-depth study where the real
fault lay. The Holy Bible is the

-world’s number-one seller. Millions

own Bjbles who never read them.
Other millions read them—but po

NOT BELIEVE WHAT THE BIBLE sA YS! "

"-Adam and Eve were, taught di-
rectly in person by God Himself.

Ay

.

“But they DID NOT BELIEVE wu’n He,

' " SAID. They did. beheve Satan whcn

»_hc camie along

Jesus cdime with Hls gospel mes-

sagc—the ANNOUNCEMENT of  the

* boming’ KINGDOM OF GoD, which

will. restore the  GOVERNMENT: OF
Gob and bring PEACE to the earth.

* But after 3%-years of CHrisT Him- .
self preaching that message to thou- -
sands, only 120 Actually became -

BELIEVERS-(AC(S 1:0%).: .

) People do believe .what other . -
o bodks say. But the Bible is the very.
" writtén Word of God—actually Gop -

" Speaking .in print—and few indeed

believe whar God says. They make

of it a”mystic book whichaimost
NOBODY UNDERSTANDS-—Yel ‘it -is™
plain and simple; it says what it
megns and means what it says:
" 1 hed studied hard, deeply, thor-
ouglily. T bIp NOT WANT t0_believe

* my wife was rl&ht L was studying

with an unconvorted carnal mind—
a mind enabled to understand PHYS-
1caL things by the addition of the
_ HUMAN spirit to°the human brain (as
in"all humans)—but | NEEDED 4 sec-

- ond Spirit to enter with it to UNDER-
. STAND the things of God—His Horv *

‘SRIKIT. That’s why ‘it took *six
- #MONTHS of intensive, in- depth stu

‘to come to see. what my wife had-*

. been able go see and .undemtanad in

',7'
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thc Spmt of God.

What the Holy Spirit is
Just what 15 this Hply Spirit? First of

» all, it is. the Spirif which comes di-

réctly:- -from Gody- which, entering
mto a hun‘ran lmpregna(es that

a female egg cgli- (ovum) impreg- *

nates the woma wuh a new humdn -~
> PENTANCE and BELIEF. Remorse is*
». fat from real repentance. Real re- -

“The [Holy] Spirit nlsclfbcarcth wll-
nesq wuh our s ml (hut we are the

~fice of His ‘life.-and I now: GAVE-

OVER MY LIFE TO HiM. Of course, as

Isaid in the previous instaliment, by’

this time. my own estimation of my-
self had shrunk so low, [ didn’t see
how.- God could ever USE my. life—
but it was now His, if He could use
it

Conditions To Recsiving Holy Spirit .

The biblical CONDITIONS to receiv-
ing God's Holy: Spirit. are two: RE-

penta,ncc is dcvclwed by godly sor-

" row. It medns’ a_complete ABOUT-

the Law.of God.

carnal .mind [Ratural

without God's Holy‘

Spirit] is enmity.against God: fof |l
is nat suh] ct 1«) the law’ of (md

ly Spirit «)pc_ns the mlnd :

to UNDERYIAND God's 'u!u); of hfe

lhc WAY OF tOVE: And LOVE 15 out-
L going... leas dove oward God an

. congetqn for the gwd nd- welfare ol -
“others eyual fitamount ta pur zc.lf
5 love.and selfconcern.

< Thirdly, e Holy “Spicit of Giod

éntening Into ane imparts 1o the -
“mind a-ncw, and opposife atitude’:

God’s dttitude: instills in that. mind
" GOw's LOVE. far !mnau.ndmg natu-
-tal human loveé - the love that fultitls

_th Law.

Fourth, the Spm(cmwlls w one
the gift of CHRIST'S OWN FAITH -the.
very  same tatii with whu.h -He
rhealéd and ‘pérformed “miracies
Faith in Goo that Bérieves what
God savs! 1t s the Spinit of
powtr not physical. but spiritual
power, power Lo fesist lemplation,
powu of wief to po God's way

Now I had slmgblud (with at least

an HONEST mind, [ must adnug) for
" six_long months to learn God's: WAY

- of GIVE as opposed to Satan’s way of
GeT, which [ had prumusly prac-
ticed. My study had led md to un-
CONDITIONAL SURRENDER. Of my hife
to God. | learned that Christ had

bought and paid for me by the sacri-

FACE—a tmal CHANGE from the GET -

| had arg'ued that “all
thése churches.can’t be
wrong—and they gel )
their rellglon from the
| Bibie.” l-was shooked—-
. dumbtounded—to.learn:
“that | had been taught
--in most basic doctrlnes
‘the very. opposlle of i -
1 what the Blble mtually

% y"

: _wwv nf bal.m lu thc mvr way uf~

: (Jm.l
But I coild find na Pnnmsl n lhc
Blblt that anyone would recgwve the

Haly Spint-ubul .mcr water b.:p- .

tsm.

As Fhave sad. | h.:d madc 2 most
THOROUGH and - depth stuny of
this whole'question.n many outside:
sources But | had been brought up
in a.Protestant church which did not
belteve m water baptism, and | had
not yet studied what the thblesaid”
abput water “baptiam
-\ludy w thoroughly

| did find one exception where the:

Holy Spuht was given without and
prior (o -water _baptsm  at the

_hause of Coriichuy. a Gentle. cap-

tain over 100 Roman soldicrs. But
even 0. Pelt commanded watet
baptsm  Neverthiciess, thete 1 No
promist. of “the gift of the Haoly

© Spant prior (0 water baptnim Aad

I'm sure God did ndt want me te
come sito. Hhs annistey the rasy

»

Now | did.

- Certain

. Therefore I was bapuzcd Now
“along with my Bible study of the

* question; [ had counselgd with three

ministers—a Baptist, a Seventh-Day
AQVenust and a Quaker I chose to
ask. the Bapust minister to bapuzc
me. .

.

Baptized into Christ—Not
Denomination

NOT into a.religious denomination. |
learned, ‘when 1 asked this minister
to baptize me, That he had no au-
thority to baptize me, exceps INTO
His CHURCH.

I was requifed to go. before a
‘board of trustees "to . see if they
would give their pastor authority. to
“baptize me into-Jesus Christ, Some-
how 1 had a peculiar feeling, as I'sat
before that dignified. stern-faced
- board: [ was still comparayvely new
“in biblical knowledge and under-

rding. but as they questioned me,

Gon-saw thrat their understanding -
of (he Bible was very elemeritary

. c()mp.n'ul - mine. Sumchnvu I feh

O almost bike Jesus wlage 120 g
. before the august and. dignified
“hody of doctors: of rehgion. who

L Ywere .nlumshn.(l At his understand-
—ang and answers” (L uke 2 42.47y

Anyvmy the board members

wese suthcientls smpressed when |
quoted the scrptures that wefare to
be bapuzed o Jesus Chent oot a
rehigious  denomination “that | one
suggested .
shown_ us what “the Bible savs " |
don't see how we can refuse by

- Tequuest that Mz:ulhmut ouf pastor

10" baptise: iandante Ohrst wathout
requinng ham o o onr ‘Chivech
Ihe others then agrecd

O voune that haplsm swas an
TXPERIENGF one | shali never o
get dtwas on a Sunday mght T was

. bunied under. and came up ont of

the water 1t was a type of the death
* bunal and resurrection of Jesus

What he Experience Was Like

Bm just what-was.the 1 WML ol
tecaving the Holy Spun? Dad )5t
phiysdal  consatins were
thiere unghag sensations goig up
and down my spine, as wonwe Pente
contual, people camn to el No!
Nothmy, of the ot ‘

. But there was a very definite spiri

~-

¢ - . :
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_ans

- tual experlence’ I came up out of

‘that water feeling ‘as”if* all my sins
had been left buried there. I had a
sense of knowing that T was CLEAN
spiritually. There was the conscious
kpowledge that--now [ was really
God's son—I. had fulfilled 'His re-

quirements. 1 had given’my life to -

Him, and there was a very definite
KNOWING that His HoLy SpiriT had

now entered my mind and life! And*

His Spirit did definitely witness with

~ my spirit that | was His child (Rom:
-8:16). 1t was a definite KNOWING--a

changed attitude. of mme—-not a
physual fecling.

Up 1o this time. as | have said. 1
was wrestling with these biblical
questions, studying  almost  night
and-day. with @ carnal mind ¥ was
really amaved to find that from that
moment. real UNDERSTANDING  of.
things 1" studied 1n ‘the’ Bible came
easily and quickly.-compared to my
expenience with a carnal mind’ [ was.
MOW WL LING to aceept God's truth
whether st was what | wagted or not”
I no longer sought My will. tryingwo

‘prove by the Bible. but 1 merely
T sought Goo's will

Yes. that was ddmmI) @ "sun-
DEN ENPERIENCE.S But was 1 now
“saved™ Was lm salvation  now
complcted?

Like the Corinthisns .

Not by any means. -1 wus'llhc the

Connthians  Fhey_ 100, had gone
through this shutgal “ExpPrrusNcE.
They had recewed the Holy Spint.

- oy were under (m«h grace. for .

Waul, wiote “f thank’ m{ God al-
ways on your beliall. for the grace of

- God which, as gucu you by Jesus.
C Chest™ (1 Cor | 45 But the apostle 7

contimied . !hcu are con:

tEnhons among )xm “Ggrse 1) -
Latct Paul Lementett.” “And |

brethien. could not apeak unto you

" as unio xpmlual [that w. sprrstually

sinded with spuertuai, pnderand-
mE} but as antg carmal. ¢ven .
unto bibes m Cheist” (1 Cor 3 {).
Vet ‘they had repented. beheved
aned receved ehc Hoty Spml

But-let me intervene to 5@y ngm
higre thay the Holy Spurit s gsen o
Cus WY DEGREES Ma ot stagt ot with a.

VERY sMar porton of God's Haoly
[}

Spaeit ey ane sl perhaps 90 per-

cent g'-m.w as were thoe Connthi. -

S
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At the opposntc extreme was Jesus
Christ Himself. He was-the very be-
gotten Son of God—rhe ONLY begol-
ten—that is. the oNLY one ever

begotten priar 0 HUMAN birth by
" ‘God. lesus had the Holy Spirit in

FULL measure. We, only partially at
first—yet some to a greater degrce
than others,

I firmly believe that God by His
grace granted me a much fuller por-

tion of His Spirit at the very begin-

ning than is the average expericnce.
Why? I had been brought low in
morale, . séLFiconfidence.” .1 ‘had

made a thorough study and ac- -
cepted what | pID NOT want. but-

Peaple do believe what.-
other books say.
But the Bjple is the

. very written Word of
God—actually. God - .
opeaklpg in prlnt—and
_tew indeed believe what
God says. They make of u
a mystic book wiiich.
almost nobody,
undonlandm .

.

wh.sl 1 AW Wity (mds TRUTH, My~

nund was finally more-fully open’ w .

God's 1RUTH than most. | was'more
cmpticd of skt | made an uncon-
ditonal surrendér gave. m) dfe 1o
God. Futther, what |'did doi realize
then was that ‘God was preparing

me o be His apostie He had béen”

umluug me over \pmlu.all) -and as
we mlgh( sy lod.l) He worked fie
ﬂ\c‘ ‘HEAL GOOD®

So much_of this world's Satan®s -

ways of GE1 Have warked thew way |

nto aur minds and atutudes that we
simply do got get rid of all of them

catonice As Peter say<, we “GROW i
grace. and m the RNOWE EDGE of our

Lotd and Saviour Jc\m (‘.hnsl"
et l8)

Let me fiese mtergupt and ask
‘lcnﬂﬁ wHAT 15 GOD'y D“JRI’()SI m-
plaung Human hife here on carth?.
. As ] have sad. the one thing even
- God cannot create all -at once - in-
- stantancously Dy fat- w holy? spaei
jual, - righteous  CHaRACTER...That

must be puirt within us with our

. . .

own consent, with a CHANGE of

mind and heart, and with willing-

‘ness to beseech God .to place His

character within us.

And that is definitely a PROCESS!
It requires our own choice, decision,
will, and diligence seekmg it and
workmg atit. . .

Experience and Process
So conversion is both an experience

" and a process. But often I am forced

to wonder how -many ‘wha profews'
Christianity have ever even so much
as gone’ through ‘the initial process
by which we receive God's "Holy

Spirit! Better search your own

heart!

I realize fully that all do not have
exactly the saMme expcnenu: This
initial EXPERIENCE of receiving the
Holy Spirit midy take place i differ-
ent ways under different circum-
stances. All may not- have had po

. swallow such a bitter pill of admy-
. ung defeat as I did. 1 only give y

my expertence ds one example.
That's the way,./ had to go through-

" thatinnial cxpcnenu:

“"But conversion dchmlely DOES re-
QUITC & TOTAL UNCONDITIONAL-SUR~
RENDER to Gad and His” way OF

" LUFE-GOD's LAW! [t DOES require a

REAL REPENTANCE. As 1 said. that s .
much more than just remorse. |
know a man who was S0 SORRY for -
what he had done - for his sins -that
he broke down and cried like.a baby
when he was with his wife.and me,

- But the next morning' he was back

i the same previous carnal attntude;

_the-remorse was all over, and hc had -

not changed*
Thes imtad EXPrRiENCE rhung&r
mu" As the Bible says: = godly

sorrow worketh repentance | 1 salva- )
S won” (II Cor 7100 It means A\l()l.ll

ABOUT-ACE Ik means turming from
the self-centcied way of vanuty, lust

_and greed.. envy and jealousy re-

sentment agaiast wrongs or fancied

- wrangs, rebellion aganst God's gov-

ernment over one’s life. the spint of
conpetiion that leads to sinfe, vio-

lence. war. ftmeans a change 10 the
.way of Give—the way of LovE—love

of and ohedience to God, ‘atid .out
going concern for the good and wel-
tare of others: cqual to your own

 self-concern. .
-You won't. completely forsuke, at .
all nmes, vhe former SELE; you won't

9
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hve pe[fcctly all at once lhe NEW

way of LOVE and cohcern toward ‘

~ others, but your whole INTENTION—

your ATTITUDE—will have made that,

change. g

And you may not rece(ve a FULL
measure of God’s Holy Spirit all-at
once: You probably will start out as
a “babe in Christ™ like the Corinthi-
-ans. ’ .

.Thq Old Testament Example
Yet, because conversion_definitely

also 15 a process—a development—a
GROWTH that takes TwME, I also

’ wongzr how many we may feel “are

just4lot converted at all.” when they
are, in-truth, “babes in Christ" who
have not grown véry large SPIRITU-

"ALLY as yet, but who HAVE received

" the Holy Spirit. even in small mea-

sure, and are actually GROWING and

“headed in the right direction. -

Remember. God looks on  the

" heart—the attitude-the obvious in-

el

tention!

"Many cchnenccs recorded in the
Old Testament were intended as ex-
amples for us.today. In I Corinthi-
dns 10 wé read: “Now all these
things happened anto them [of Old

Testament times} for ensamples:

and they are wntten fos our admo-

nition, upon whom the ends of the .
- world are’come™ (verse 11).

1t is.true that the. Bible deals in

types. which any biblical student .
- ‘haying the Haly Spirit ought casily:
“to understand. It also deals in sym-

" bals- but the Bible explains its own

. context with thie symbol. [t also con- -

" tains allegories- but the Bible itself

" explains the allegories so we can’
"'UNDERSTAND. 'In " other words, we

symbols. not always in the same

should never try to-interpret the '

Bible. The Bible interprets itself?

In a number of instances—as in
the . Passover—Egypt is used as a
type of siN. The taking of the Israel-
ites out of Egypt is a TveE of our

going out from-sin. Their entrance -
into the Promised Land is a type of
our entrance into the Kingdom of -
'God. In these instances—as well ‘as .

many. others—the physical-is a type' '

* - of the spiritual. .

‘The presence of squatters occupy-

: mg the Promised: Land also ts a type !

of sin in our, tives. God owns the -

* earth. He had assigned by PROMISE -

to’ Abraham, for his - des&endanls

10 e

. RN o
this Promised Land. Thertfore it -

rightfully belonged to them, and not
to the Gentile nations who had sim-
ply moved in and taken it over. ,
God promised to drive out these
squatters. But He said:. “I will ‘not

drive l_h_em out from before thee. in.
" one year: lest the land become.deso-
late, and the beast-of the field mul-

tiply against thee. By little and little
I will drive them out from before
thee, until ‘thou be increased. and
inherit the land” (Ex. 23;
tice also Deuteropomy 7
verse 22.

God forbade the Israelites Yo wor-
ship the idols and -gods of these

" The one thing even God
cannot create all at
""once is holy, spiritual,
~ righteous character.
. That rfiust be built
within -us with our own .
consent, with a change
" of mind and heart, and
wlth willingness to .
‘beseech God to place

. Gentile. nduons

wr

But the wild ani-
mals coming in would have been a .

. greater danger. If we were able to
- drive out EVERY 3IN:from- our lives
all at once, we woulld become spiri-

tually PrOUD, and spiritual pride is
the greatest of sins. Job had it. And

.-he’ was the most difficult for God to

convert of any man in history.
I knew 4 Pentecostal family years

-ago. The children were mat

grown and married~but their
mother, so they claimed. was spiri-
wally” perFEcT. Truly, she was a
good ,woman. to -all appearances.

“Yet she actually was guilty of the

greatest sin of all. She herself
claimed to be perfect, without. sin.

She and her family exalted her

above ‘all others. Yet .others could
sec several real sins in "her self-righ-

" teous, hoher than-thou- hfe r

What: ll God's l_?umou? o

God's PURPOSE is to build HOLY.
RIGHTEOUS CHARACTER—God's OWN
character—into us humans.

' . .
RS .

Hls character within us. ‘|

- total
“mind.

It starts with a REAL and lasting
REPENTANCE—a total and permanent’

*'CHANGE in attitude from GET (o

.GIVE. [t requires BELIEF—not only -
believing on Christ--but BELIEVING
CHRIST: believing and obeying

- wHAT HE says! Christ is the per-

sonal WORD of ‘God. The Bible is -
that same WoORD in pnpl It is the
LAMP to our feet (Psalm 119:105) to*
GUIDE Us in Gop's waY, like a lamp
on a dark night in‘the woods, lead-
ing us in the way of safety.

So, through His WRITTEN WORDS,
we GROW in the KNOWLEDGE ol

» Christ. [t requires -constant Bible

reading ahd sTuDY. It requires con-
stant earnest, heart-rending PRAYER.
It requires FELLOWSHIP With the

brethren. In church services, we not -

" only have fellowship with our breth-

ren, but also with Christ and the

" Father. “If we walk in the.light as

He is in the. light, we have fellow-
shlp with one another—and the
blood of Jesus Christ his Soh clean-
. ses us from all sih” (1 John 1:3, 7).

- So remember; I‘have often said .
God is reproducing Himself. We
who are converted and are bemg

. spiritually matured are merely the .- .
“ type of what we once were before

human birth. First, wé were begotten

in a conception that required both-a -
father and a mother. In order to
make human reproduction "possible,

s
[

- God formed humans in two sexes— S

MAN and woMAN. Because He de-
signed us with the potentiality of
becoming His very own born - chil-
dren, God in His LOVE formed sex
as a holy-and beautiful thing.

But because Satan*has no sex. he *°

is jealous; he hates the fact that God
ave us humans this blessing. So he
has cunningly conitrived (0 DECEIVE
humans into-the misuse of sex and .
evef. its nonuse -and total musun-
derstanding concerning it. Thmugh
some protessing Christian organiza-.

tions, Satan has deceived MAN nto
_looking on sex as sgmething shame:

ful, evil and dirty.(See my book The
Missing Dimension in Sex). -

But this | DO KNOW: Thuc s the .
initial BxgsumNce of ,convérsion,
when the SELF-CENTEREDNESS in the
mind DIES

and the Holy Spirit -
of God BNNERs and- produces “a
about-face in ATTITUDE ol

N (Cq tinued on page 29)
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writer wrotc that a well-known
prophet had traveled through-

s o & . P
S'uppose, inthe year 1977, some

. out the United States working many

incredible mxracles and healing
scores of sick persons. Suppose fur-
ther that less than forty years had
passed since his public execution at

tzn‘hands‘ of an enraged_mob in .
Ti

es- Square on December 31,
8. :

If such an occurrence had hap-
pened back in 1938, millions would

. still be alive today who would have
either heard or fead of the event in -

the mass. media. Hundreds of actual

‘eyewitriesses would still be' alive lo'
either corroborate the evtn‘t‘or te;-
- tify to its falsity.-

If the event had never in fact hap-

pened no writer could. get . away"

with such an outrageously fallacious
story. He would be the laughing

_stock of his protessmn

: Tha Historical Puallo_l

Backirack 2,000 years in_the pages |
- the early .
the"place: Jerusalem, .

of hnvslory. The ume:
thirties’ AD..
Palestine: the event- the public, exe-
cution of Jesus Christ; the question:

did 1t really happen?

Can the cruuhxlon/resurrcclmn

account in the New Tcs(amcnl

documents stand up to the same

~ standard tests that ene would use in

determining the accuracy of any Im-
torical event?

One, standard we might constdu
t5'that the reporter must have been

' wnlempommous with' the event in
question. He must “have: coexisted .
with the main principals. He would

have to -have been a part, of the

overall scene at the prcctsc time. the -

. ﬁ:v;nl occurred.

.-al;k“lml:\\‘«".-r« P

‘Reliability is said to diminish pm-"

pomonatdy the Turther away the re-

porting .of the event ‘is from thc ki

actual occurrence. Buy if 4 person

réports on hls uwn wmc%orams,
¥ BN
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B by Gamer Ted Armstrong

‘ The resurrectlon “of Jesus.
"Chirist of Nazareth Is éither the

supreme fact of history or. a

flagrant, deliberate fabrication

foisted off on the. ltollowers of
Christianity,_ @1d the ' central

figure of the Christian faith,

really rise from tho dead?

i

thcl\ you would at least givc more
credence to “his account than you
would to the pronouncefents-of a
barbershop- philosopher holdmg
forth on ancient history.

“The Gospel according to ‘Mark is.
the shortest of the'four biblical ac-

unts of Jesus' life and death..

any scholafs also consider it {o be’
| the oldest. "Most’ plaCc its writing’
somewhere between A.D. 60 and
70—less than'40 years after the cru,
cifixion. ‘

While Mark may not have been
present at. the -actual crucitixion,
there can be little doubt that-he was
on’ the' general’ scene (see Mark

-52). Donald Guthrie, in his

14
) % Testament Introduction. com:
" fhents as follows: “So strong 1s the |

- early Chnstian testumony that Mark

was the author of the gospel that we*

" need do little more than mention

,lhns “attestation.
- probably the- Muratonian Canon,
| Clement Of Alexandna. Onigen. and

Papias,

Jerome all refer to Mark’s authog-
shup of the gospel. - Moreover. dll of
hem connect Mark with*Peter in the

production of the gospel” (p. 69).
" Peter-was a pnncipal -eyewilness

to' the genceral crucifixion scene and
10 the postresurrection appearances

. of Jesus - Christ—parts -of which

Mark recorded in his Gospel.
The point is that Mark. would -
have left himself- open fo the severe’

criticism of his contem porarices if he . |.

had misrepresented the everits sur-

rounding the crucifixion' and the res-

urrection.  Many who had heard

.

‘duce somewhat diverse,
complementary accounts of .the -
. same¢ overall events. For one thing, ™

irenaeus, -

WAS THE RESURRECTIONA HOAX"

what actually happened were sull

alive at the-time of Mark’s writing. -

Eyewitness Testimony . .

More than one witness produced a

written accaunt .of the general .

events surrounding - the crucifix-

ion/postresurrection appearances of |

Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Addition-
ally, there were many-more who ac-
tually saw Jesus - crucified on the

cross and hundreds who' personally .

witriesséd  His . postresurrection ap-
pearances. The more witnesses you
can produce to tell dr write about
the same ¢venl. the more indepen-

- dent -evidence you have as-to what L
really took place.

“Fhere is considerable yirtyc in the: .

with Peter's and Papl's epistles, pro-.
though

there 15 n(:jppdrcnl collusion This
1s exactly whial you would expect 1o

fact that the four Gospels, together’

discover if you put a number of wit- -

aesses on the stand who- testified”
muh[ulh about a pamcular event
they all saw. The major. facts would

be the same. Yet each witness would -

remember different- details,

. It is unlikely that someong irying
to contrive the rtesurrection story

would have chosen Mary Magda-

lene as the first witness. She: was the

ality. The mannger in which.thé Gos-
pels display these events has all the

_ eurmarks ol‘ ‘uncomirived aulhcml-

cily. ’ 2

- woman out of whont Jesus had casl '
* seven demons and does not appear
. to‘have had the most stable’ person-

The loulhly and dlvusi(y of the -

cyewilness lcsumony is remarkabli.
-to say the least. Notice Mark’s ac-

count of those who were there on

the scene when. Jesus drew His last.

breath’ as! a- humidn being: *“And
Jesus dttered 4 loud: cry, and
breathed his last. .

And whcn' the, -




" to him ..

- tions fiest

- women friends

v

- .centurion, who stood facing him, saw

. that he thus breathed his last; he.
" saids “Truly thjs man was the Son of
God!"” (Mdrk 15:37,39.) Here is a
formerly hostile witness who in per-
son saw Jesus Christ die—having to
acknowledge that Jesus was the Son
of God no doubt because of His
conduct and demeanor on-the cross.-
As Peter later wrote: “When he was
reviled, -he did not revile in return;

o when he suffered,- he did* not

threaten . .-." (I Peter 2:23).
‘Mark’s version goes on to show

that the Roman centurion was far

from being the only witness. “There
were also women looking on from
afar, ampng whom were Mary Mag- -

“dalene, and Mary the mother of
who, when he was in Ga- |

James . ..
lilee, followed him, and ministered
" (Mark 15:40,41). These
.women were Jesus’ very closest
. friends who.knew Him well during
His ministry— not just curious on- .
- lookers and pmcrsby who Hhap-
‘pened to be in the vicinity at the
time. The account continues:
“...and" also many other women
flooking on from afar] who came up
with him. to Jerisalem™ (verse 41).
Here were stil more women ac-
qudin(a‘ntc# who accompanied the
party ‘on Jesus' last’ lnp to Jerusa-
lem

" Luke makcs it ¢lear that there
weee far more eyewitnesses than just
~these distraught women “followers.

© “And all the multitudes who assem-

-bled 1o see the sight, when they saw

wliat had taken place, returned

home beatmg thewr breasts. And all

his ucquaintances. and the women

who had followed him from Galilee

stood” at a distance and saw these
. lhmgs (Lukc 23:48-49). Luke men-
the Roman centurion
(verse 47), then. a general gathering
probably of curiosity seekers, next
.~ other acquamlam.cs and finally, the
that Mark’s. dnd
Luke’s accounts emphasize:.

John, writing in his old age, later
_adds- important details. Roman sol-
dners were gdmbhng over Christ’s
- very expensive garments. Later
some of those same soldiers re-
turned to the cruifixion scenesafter
Jesus was already. dead (see John
19).

At somc point beétween the hour
_that Jesus was @anled to the cross

12

and 'ihq hour of His death,

“ciple [John],

iy OWR -
mother and closest friend jong
the twelyé Jisciples were standing
only a few feet frgm ‘the cross.” “But
standing by the cross of Jesus were
his mother, and his mother'$ sister,
Mary the wife of Clopas, and,Mary
Magdalene. When Jesug, saw his.
mother, and the discipla Whom he

-loved [John] standmg near, li¢ said

to his mother, ‘Woman, behold,"
your son!” Then he said to the dis-
‘Behold, ydur .
mother!’ ” (John 19:25-27.)

Later, as Mark -and Luke both |~

write, Mary Magdalene and. the
other Mary apparenlly retreated to .
a position “afar off.” but near
enough that they could still ‘see
Jesus. Hig mother either stuck by
His side lg the very end, or possibly
John took her to his home because
she may have been unable to stand
the awful ordeal of seeing her own
son beaten almost beyond recogni-
tion and suffering horribly.

After Jesus yas nailed up, and be-

-fare the soldiers gambled over His

garments, Pontius Pilate placed a
title on the cross (see verses 18 and
19). So Pilate, too, was an actual
eyewitness of Jesus on the cross.
Earlier, Jesus had been judged by

. Pilate, the Roman governor of the

time. That would be somewhat like
being judged by the prime minister
of a country such as Great Britain”
Sometime i the trial proceedings
Jesus was also biought béfore
Caiaphas, the high priest of the na-
tion wh3s® equivalent today might
be the archbishop of Canterbury.

He was also examined by another®

‘ruler whose stature might, be com-
. pared to the king or quéen of Great

Britain- Herod Antipas, the son of
Herod the Great. hndlly Jesus un-
derwent His court trial by the San-
hedrig, a body of judges perhaps
comparable to the Supreme Court.
today. (All of these- theoretical com-
parisons are not intended as reflec-
tions on the character ofthose who
presently hold those modern-day of-
fices, but are intended only to show

. that members of the highest eche-

lons of government-in Judaea were
involved in the crucifixion of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth))

So not only wére the cgmmon .,
people of Jerusalem and the sur-
rounding area of Palestiné witnesses

to the events of the crutifixion, but ‘

so were the highest classes of so-

. ciety—people representing three.lev-

els of government: Jewish religious
leaders, Jewish civil rulers, and the
Roman occupational authorities—
including the top man, con-
nections at the. very of govern-
ment in-Rome. "~

. That whqle nation knew that

Jesus of Nazareth was crucified-on -,

thc cross. As Paul later told King
ippa: “Thnj was not done in a
oomer" (Acts 26:26).

The execution of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth was witnessed by persons at
every point on the political and social
spectrum—all ‘the way from blood-
thirsty religious leaders, who wanted

" more than anything to see Him killed,

to disinterested Ronian occupational
personnel who just didn't care, but
must have enjoyed the spectacle. His
friends also watched with some of His
own dlsh?jyés all of whom had fled
the night’before but who had gath-
;ﬁj up enough courage to return the
t day.-His own mother was only a
ew~{eet from the cross on one occa-

. sion.

Many were shaken 10 the very
core by Christ's brutal murder—+
even “beating their breasts” in utter
frustration at seeing their hero and
champion die. .

. No, His~ sxccuuon was nol done
“in a corner.” [t took place at Pass-
over time when many thousands
converged on Jerusalem for the
Passover celebration and the Days.
of Unleavened Bread. The first-cen-

\

o™

tury Jewish historian Josephus ‘tells’

us that as many as two million
people gathered in the vicinity of
Jerusalem at Passover time. Schol-

_ars have disputed this figure as.

grossly exaggerated, but be that as it~
may, multiple thousands were defi-
nitely in Jerusalem at'the time.
Undoubtedly hundreds -or ‘even-
thousands of peoplé lined the road

. as Jesus dragged His own stake part -

way to the site of the crucifixion.
Later thousfnds saw His body-
hanging odi the stake upon the hill.

Afterwards, all those Jewish
peeple in tempgrary residence at Je-
rusalem during :the spring festival
were bound -to"have taken that in-
formation bagk with them to all of -
Judaea, Galilee and throughout that
‘whole Middle Eastern area.
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« The Burial Propantlonu and tho

.+ When-Jbs eph of Anmathqea asked

.

. lving; yet-went hé-not in¥ (verse 5),

. marvelédzat the fact. that He was
- already .dead and simply would-not .

- aloes, aboul: an’ hundréds pound
. weighi. Then fook they the: body of

y She came running to Peter and John'

o fmore,. as the next verse explains: ¢
L and the fiapkin that was about his

& clothea bul wrappesi !ogcthcf ina.

But “this is onlya part of the prooiEsas
of the resurrection. The burial prep-
arauons‘gnd believe it or not, even
the grave clotifes must be placed in
evtdence

.Grave Clothes o

Pilate furthe body of Jesus, Pilate.

be fully conyinced without first-con-
_firming it with the Roman centurion
whg had bc;c.n assigned to the cruci-
“fixton sn& tyee Mark t5: 42—45} :
John's"account adds sdme impos-
tant details 16 the story of the burial
preparations. "And there came’ 3lso
Nicodemus*which at the first4came |
10 Jesyg by night [sée John 3]. and
" brought~a ohxtite of .myrrh and .

B 3

Jesus, and udund it in linen cfolhes
with the spicey,. as the manner of the -
Jews 1510 hut) ‘John 19:39:40). As -
we. will -sée. & litthe later, the CRIite.
prcp,mmun and manner of ‘buriz
pldya an (mnorldnl part in some of
* the later. cv\dcm;e at the empty
tomb.

Just the cmpty tomb. by itself did
not.gven convinee ‘Mary Magdalege
(10 wham the ‘risen Christ first ap:
« pehired) of the fact that He was now -
Fesurrected. Actually. the sight of
Jthe tomb wself had filled her with |
fear and apprehension (Mark 16:8).

-and quickly told lhedw‘ “They -have
~1akén away lhc Lord" out of-the se- " |.
pul:.hre and ‘we Know not where

(heyg.havc lawd him™ (Jobm 20:2).~

' Obviously she believed that: some: - )
one simply hiad stolen Jesus' body..
Peter and.John tmmcdmlcly ran’
to the sepulchre (o investigaté her
stary ' for (hcmsclvcg, John outran
Peter. arriving on ‘the scene first.
"And he [John] stooping ‘down. and -
fooking in, saw. the linen clothes

Peter, . prcsumptuous by nature,
mafgpd right, in 1o see_the whole
scene for himself, He, too, saw “the
| linen clothesdie”" (verse. 6) '

But Peter also saw something

hg\ad not bying. with- the lmcn

rnwmwmurﬁ Juna !9?‘7 ‘_: 4

hgd been .
" IS scnplure strongly mdlcatcs

. place‘ﬁy itself™ 6ers¢_ 7?“%?%1’&11 il

finally -entered the sepulchre and.

b} .
: secmg the-exact sampe scene as Peter,

“believed™ (verse 8). -
‘What made John bcheve" The

empty tomb? The absence of the |

body? Probably. not. That:in itself’
~would no neccmmly prove Jesus’
Qurrected.”

“that it ‘was the ¢ondition of the

-grave clothes that convinced John.
_They - were relatively undisturbed -
-except fot the .separation -of .the™

“head flapkin™ just a . h%k: space
as\rd’y probabiy on that same stone

) _slab

It. wasn( all thay easy for a -live
- specimen, much less'a corpse: to dis-
“-engage -itself’ from_a first-century
" Jewish burial wrappmg'

“The -indications are that Ldzarus i
. was buried ifr exactly the same- man-
_ner “as’ Jcsus ‘Chiist 'was, minus a |

- kyndred pounds of: spices. Undoubr-
. edly. both Joseph of Arimathaea
- and Nncodcmus two of a kind in’
being sécret” - disciplés.: felt very |

guilty “about- their unvoiced. -con- ]
_victions ‘and really went all out in |
[ their- bufial- prcparauons for Jesus

‘Chist.”

Notice John's account ol’ Lazarus
“resurrection. " And when- he [Jesus]
thux ‘had ‘spoken {that famous_

‘ elevcn~second prayet], he cried with

a loud vo(u: " Lazards, come forth.
And he that was dead came forth.
bound hand and’ foot with grave- +
_clothes: and his  face was bound about
with a napkm"' (John 11 43-44). In
"alf essentials.. this was the standard -
Jewish burial of 2,000 years ago. '
But-ditd* Lazarus ‘thea- calatty Jé
“himself out of the mcuculqusly

| wrapped’ grave clothes? No. Jesus

-had to sdy w those areund him:,,

- So they probably unwound tim -

' “strip by strip and fold by fold.

That is not, however, how Jesus

discarded. Hyis own grave clothes.
‘First of ‘all. Christ was weighed
down by a hundrcd pounds of spices
sprinkdgd in.the folds of the grave
* clothes. As a normal human being,

.unwinding I*Lunself under all .that
chl t would havc bcen almost im-

;ul Jesus dxdn i gct out by dny
normal methad...
Plcture the,snghl which shocked

_gose him, and let him” go™ (verse |

* confida

-~

\;, . .

°

ﬁ’elcr dnd Jorns T'he Brave cTothu‘

were undoublcdlv Lollapsed from
the weight of the spices. but nor un-
nrapped Oge gsmd look at.the, grave .

- clothes and John belitked Jesps had ™

been resyrrecied. What ‘he saw Was
“not unhike '3 discarded. chysalis .
from - which, a. butterﬂy hm Jm -
Lmerged. Py
It several .xtrands o umvrapped

linen clothes had’ beer’ lymg here '
and Aherg, CarelésslY tgssedsabout. ;.

* the sepulchfp; Lhc:re would’ -have-
‘beenr 8O Fedson 10 .state ‘that the

head napkin was cleady wpara(cd,,. ‘

‘from the  main pﬂrl {af the gra\xe-
clathes.

Remember, as in the (.db& nf La-
_zarus, the grave clothgs and the
hgad napkin were twd separate
“types of linen cloth wound about a -
COTPSC . < .

It is also possnblc that ‘the head .
napkin. was [feft ubdistucbed, The,
Greek .cxprcssuon wrdppcd lo-
gether”-(KJV), or-“rollkkd up”
(RSV). ‘could also be (f#nslated”
“twirled;” which would leive the.
impression that the. head':napkin
might ‘have 'been unmwhed by,

,Imman Imnds

-

The Nature of the Mumu;non

The. condmpn of the gmvc gluthes
evinces the very nature of the resur-

" rection. It was a resurrection 4nto i

totally differgnt dimension. Jesus
écppcd back’ into space itself..He
ent right through a solid rock wall, -
having beeh. transformed insthnta-
ncously back into spirit lifg. The
giant stone was not rolled” away fa
* let-Jesus out; it was rolled qway to
Iet e disciplesding. .
~'Blasphemous accusations to the
contrary. your Savior is dlive Aoduy‘
. He did not-plot with His disciples o
™ hoodwinl unsuspeumg- ‘dqus
freaks” of His'day-into believing on
“Him. Rather, the evidence “af” the
eyewitness accounts of His “closest _

repeated challenges and tests as™He -
tried, unsuccessfully at first, 1 prove .
to_doubting.friends that He had ‘in;”
fdcl been resurrected! v !
Though authors,  screenwriters,
“critics” and theologians have LhO-

, sen lo,carclessly tamper with the in-

violate scriptures_and claitn lesus
was everything from a head of a
(C ommued -on page 42

reveals Jesus underweay; . -







Mustration by Georpe 8artel!

- ENTERING THE -
AGE OF TERROR

b¥ Keith W. Stump

\

. ~ o Chewr, ’ .
Top law enforcement officials around the globe predict an.increase interrorist
bomblngs, hijackings and assassinations in the months and years ahead. What can -

; A be\dw:m the epidemic of terrorism? - ¢
. . . . o

ash'ington. D.C. as a city
) under siege. A small band
- Wol Hagafi. Moslem terror-

ists, bent on revenge against mem-
bers of the rival Black- Muslims

-convicted of murdering seven Ha-

nafis in 1973, held some 130 hos-
tages at gunpoint at three separate
locations 1n the city in early March

- of this ycdr. The gunmen threatened

to behead their hostages unless the
convicted murderers were taken
. from pnmn and brought to themfor
““justice.” Heavily armed policemen

ringed the three bulldmgs in a tense

standoff. )
‘Finally. after lengthy negotiations

_ With "Washington police and Mos-
"« fem diplomats,
--the hostages and surrendered to po- |
lice: The two-day siege came to a

e gunmen released

sudden and unexpected end. Trag-
edy, in this casc at least, was
averted:

E "Age of Tonof"
Terrorist activity has bccome aocom- |

mon feature on the international
scene in recent years,.and law en-
forcement officials do net expect it

t0 diminish in the foreseeable fu-
ture..On the contrary, many feel it
thredtens to spread- lotally out ¢l‘

. control.

Dr. Yonah. Alcmndcr. professor .
“of international studies at the State
- University of New York and a
frequent lecturer on--terrorism, .
-wams: “Terrorism is going to grow
. rather than lessen. Today, we are
- entering an Age of Terror.”
Since 1965, there have been some .
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1,000 incidents of international ter-

-porism (operations across national

borders or by foreign agents within
a country), resulting in the deaths of
nearly K000 people and double that
number wounded. When the figures
for strictly domestic terrorism (such .

" as the Hanafi incident) are added in,

the picture becomes even grimmer.
Though the death’toll from terrorist
acts is still relatively small com-
pared to other forms of crime, ter-
rorism nevertheless has. an
enormous emotional and political
impact which is much greater than

- Rere numbers suggest.

Brian Jenkins, terrorism expert
for The Rand C orporation, observes
that terrorism “is dramatic violence;

-it’s almost chpreographed violence,.

theatrical violence carried out for.its
psychological effect’ on the people
waltching. It is designed (o create 1
Jear, which makes people exagger-
ate the (erromts and the'strength of
their cause.”, - .
-Terrorist  organizations. -for  the
most part are relatively powerléss
politically and militarily. The gener.,

" ation of Chaos and fear by means of

disruptive acts is the only way they
see to publicize their causes and
achieve their ends, which otherwise
would probably be unattainable in
the face of overwhelming opposition

-oF indifference. © -

Terrorists, moreover, are becom-

.ing increasingly convinced that ter-
“forism pays. Figures .compiled by
- the Central Intelligence Agency

(CIA) and other organizations re-

veal that terrorists have glose to a 50

perccnt chdnce of having some or
ali of their demands met. whether
they be fansom money, the release
of “palitital prisoners,” or other ob-
jectives.

In. addition, there is an attractive

. 80 percent chance of their escaping

capture or death.

Woridwide Dilemma
A growing number of terrorist in-
cidents around thie world in the past
few years has dramatically thrust
the problem to the forefront of offi-.
cial and public concern. Among the
incidents:

® The massacre of 11 Israeli

" Olympic athletes in Ngunich, West

Gemauy by eight “Black Septem-
ber” terrorists in Scplcmber 1972.

® The assgult on a passenger ter-
m_inaL—aVl%:l's Lodplmemgalional
Airport by three machinc-gun~tol-
ing “Japanese-Red Army terrorists
.in.May 1972. Twenty-éight tourists

died‘ 8 were wounded.
@ The massacre at Rome airport

‘in. December 1973 by Palestinian

. commandos who blew-up a Pan Am

jetliner add hijacked a Lufthansa
plane‘to Athens and Kuwait; 33 -
“tourists were killed. :

" ® The abduction of the oil minis-
ﬁers of 11 fations by six pro-Pales-
tinian guerrillas who invaded a
meeting of the Organization of Pe-
troleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) m Vienna in December
1975.

® The hijacking of a Dutch intcr-
city train by 13 youthful Moluccan
terrorists in December 1975—a 16-
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day ordeal which left four hostagcs
dead.

¢ The hijacking of an Air Fiance
jetliner bound from Tel Aviv 10
Paris by pro-Palestinian guerrillas in
late Junc 1976. The plane was flown
to Uganda. where the 150 non-Jew-
ish passengers were released and the
remaining 100 Jewish  passengers
were rescued a few days later in a
daring raid on Entebbe airport by
Isrueli commandos.

® The three-day intercontinental®
hijacking of a TWA ‘New York-to-
Chicago jetliner by five exiled Croa-
tion natonalists in September 1976.
The hyjackers demanded that an
eight-page tommyniqué on Croa<
tian demands for independence
from Yugoslavia be printed n five
major newspapers. '

America, Get Ready

Though certain pountries—notably
“the United States and Great Brit-
ain.-have, for the most part, es-
caped the brupt of international
terrorism, expérts feel those days
are rapidly nearing an end.

Take the United States, for ex-
ample “Terrorism is_about to be-
come the blggesl smgle problem
-facing America.” warns a top U.S.
law enforcement official. ’ »

The FBI has estimated that there
may be as many as 15,000 people—.
both homegrown terrorists and resi-
dent abiens—involved in over 20,
groups in the United States that
preach violence as a means of "
achieving their political goals. Best
known among these groups are the
Weather Underground, Symbionese
Liberation Army (SLA), and the
New World Liberation Front.

J. Bowyer Bell of Columbia Uni-

versity's Institute of War and Peace |

. Studies expects their ranks to grow:
“Revolutionaries from abroad, at-.;
tracted by soft targets [in the U. S]
may strike at what they seeas the
center of the, mycrlalnst-capuahst-
racist conspiracy.

American pohce officials are pre- -

paring for the worst. . -

Terrorist Rogues’ Gallary

There are between 50 and 100
groups in the world at present which
employ terrorist tactics, including
the indiscriminate slaughter of in-
nocent civilians when it becomes

16

rorist activities differ widély in their
“'motivations and objectives. - Some
are revolutionarics out to overthrow
a prevailing political system,+Somc
are anarchists seeking to provoke a
. total breakdown of society and gov-
erryment. Some- arc separatists, mi-
nonties within nations seeking to
bteak away and form their own au-
tonomeus countries. :

terrorist -groups, but who resort to
terrorist’ acys to protest a' specific
grievance or to seck’ revenge for a
supposcd wrong, -often nonpolitical

of a highly personal nature, relating
to a family or job problem.

Firially. there are the free-lance

mercenaries who offer their services
to political terrorist groups although
they themselves are not politically
motivated. Thelr pnmary interest is
money.

Major terrorist groups operating
throughout the world today include:

® The Japanese Red Army, an ul-
traradical, Japan-baSed group
formed about 1970 and operating-in
the Far East, Middle East and Eu-
" rope. M 1s allied with varicus Pales-
tinian gfoups.

e The Baader- Meinhof Gang. a
West German-based anarchl.st orga-
nizatioq.

o'Thie Palestine leerdllon Ol’ga-
nization (PLO), an umbrella for‘(h;f

against fsrael, dominated by Yasir
Arafat's Al Fatah. Once known as
the mast energcuc of international
terrorist organizations, the PLO" has

civil war since early 1975.
® The Popular Front for.the- le-
eration of Palestine (PFLP)

primarily_if the” Middle East and

‘qity. £
% . Black: Sepn:mbcr. formed

Al Fatah.
® The Provisional Wlng of the
Irish- Republlcan Army (IRA), ‘re-
* sponsible for most of the bombmgs"

in Bnmm and Nonhcm Ireland.,

“neccssary Those involved in ter-

In addition, there are mdeuals .
who are not affiliated with actual -

in nature. Sometimes their acts are -

diverse _guerrilla groups opcrallng .

becn.bogged down in the Lebanese”

Marxist - ferrosist group opera,ung T

Europe~ A: split-off from the PLO. _
| the PFLP~led by Dr. George Ha- |
- bash—is posSlbly the most cxueme
group wuhrn the -terrorist mmmu-

1971, an otfsho(_)l of Yasir Arafat s

® The Mohammed Boudia Com-.
mando (also known as the Arm of the
Arab Revolution and the Carlos
Group). an anti-Zionist. radicat Jeft-
st group. an offshoot of the PFLP.

¢ clusive “Carlos.” identified as

enczuelan-born Illich Ramirez
Sanchez, is*the world’s most-wanted
terrorist, a member of numerous
groups and allegedly involved in the
OPEC kidnappings' and- the: Air
France hijacking to Uganda. -

® There arc many other groups of
note, including the Basque ETA, the
Italian Red Brigade, the Puerto Ri-
can nationalist FALN, the Turkish
Peoples Liberation Army (TALA).
the Spanish organizaton FRAP.
and the South American Junta tor
Revoluuonary Coordination led by
Uruguayan and Argentine 1upa
maros.

Global Brotherhood

Inteligeénce sources say that many
of these diverse groups have now
begun coordinating tleeir upera-
tions—sharing weapdns, mopcy.
training facilities and manpower to
increase their effectivencess. In sumc
cases, cooperaion is based on a spe-
cific operation, with the groups n-
volved sometimes acting, with
widely differing mouves. In other
cases, coopetation as ongoing. The
1975 guerrilla raid on. the Vienna
OPEC conference, for examplc was
L reportedly the combined work of
the PFLP, the Baader:Meinhof
Gang, and a Latin American group
he glue holding together. the
- many seemi fly diverse, terrorist
groups is theif common \deolchual
. struggle, against the_“Evil Three™:
. |myenalwm. Zlomﬁm and capual' .
_ism.

MOI’COVC[. (CI’IOI:]S‘S iR mdn) «
.cases now have “the dctive ortacit «
support of a number of like-minded
_governments, mcludmg thosg of |
. Libya, Iraq, Somhha ard.South Ye¥
* men, which servé as-havens for es-
caped or released. terrorists and - =
oftén” provide financialzand .other

¥-support for them. Under efratic dicsh,

‘'tator Col. Muammar Khadafi, the © -
- chief pirate state o@lludmg with tef-: _
rqﬂsm is Libya. - g

- Intelligence spccnallsts ‘note - that <.
-much-of the wcapbnry aised b} ter-
‘rorists has passed indo their Hands
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“Woush these sym;mhcuc ‘count- ;- |

o



tries. In most cases, the arms ori
nated in the Soviel Umon .md
Eastern Europe.
Though .the Soviet Umon offi-
_cially oppeses terfGbism, many ana-
lysts” have suggested that the .
Kremlin might actually act, .to onev
degrec or another, as a comition
central command for the scmungly
- mulufarious interatioval terrorist |
groups. Increasing evidence points
to dircct involvement by the KGB
(the Soviet intelligence organiza-
* tion) in the support of terrorist -op-
" erations in the West.

Political _columnist. Ofto von
Habsburg writes: “One comnlon dé-
nominator 15 that most leaders of -
these orgamizations have spent some
time 1p the Soviet Uniap .. .. The
numbers who train it R\)Jlssm are so
great and their-connections with the |
KGB so close that lcade*).ﬁlp by re- '
mote ¢control from the Sovwl Umon
musl be presumed.” . © - "‘ >

Whatever. the cases (}icre ls no
doubt thal. the w(){lds lé:&rorls(/
groups,: now begmm“n‘g 40 Loordiy |
naté their vefforts. are "bcconj Ing
more and more effictent and profesy
sional- in théir opcrauons..’posm a.
mgmhc.«lmlz'l greater threat than ev
before ¢ trend (myard« greate,
-international dontact «‘m}i maﬁopcd\‘.. (|

- tion among lcrmrls’t BOup t bas

aquldy matkcdlﬁ cnhan ed the op:.”
# dfational capabxhucs of” Wg )
- organizations involved seems

to gain furtherIngmentum.y.

dicts a CIA study | rcledsed da("yca{. N
fsths! ugh lhcn:v

Superviolence .

Ominously, the acts ot u:rmnSni vfg
* have witnessed to date;may orily be-
< ¢hild’s play comparedto what is10% [.

comt. Professor Yonah' Alexander . hij

comments grimly that ‘‘there is no-
imit (o the terrorist lmaglmuon
- Intelligence sources féveal that

. within the past two years the terror- .|

ist underground has been discGssing

the possibility of auackmg nuclear

» power stations; poisoning the water

.. supply of a major city; stealing nu-
wdear chemical and biological war-

*. fare materials; hijacking oil tankers

’ ~;' o Jarge passenger liners; sabotaging

4 stralegic scommunications centers,

? desuoymg railway centers, oil refi-

gies, or offshore rigs.

. missiles--can convert on¢ man inlo

" United Smcs' wnmmng\,plans for,

\g ’M)dedsl’ Sk)’jm,ku‘lgg

nically sophisticated military weap-
ons by outright theft from military
depots. on the black market, or from -
sympathetic governments whuch
“buy them from one of the mayr
arms-exporting ‘nations. Th
weapons—advanced machine gum.
_automatic pistols, and even portablé

a viftual walking army. :

The CIA report previously cited
warns that “the world will witness
steadily’ greater: and more wide:
sprea) histication in terrorist tar-
getting, execution, and weaponry.”
Many  experts fear the day if fast
approaching when a terrorist group-

will either steal or manufacture an
atomic bomb and threaten to use it
as a part. of a_ blackmail scheme.
There is evidence That a number of
groups have alrcady begun wying
with the jidea of * gi)in‘g nucleag,”
Undcrgroun&pgmph ets have been
yndovered both in. Eugope ‘and the: |

b
.\cmdc atomic wcapogs . oy

1. ﬂrrodm and the Medias 7\«

uc,"l"hc latcs\ devcr(ipm?nu in,, that
\Ghiinnel, -2
ews at eleven!™ mton;s.an excited
naivuaiblcrkdurmg a pn ¢ ump
.cumfncrcm br;a "
Tcrtuns;ri\ is rqp uity. %&mmmg a?
m.uor -Qﬂ&:qu(or spor( 1t s ot e
A commoh t se¢ up&uu'gs of hal of
A gvening néwscast béing devo ed«
N ﬁ‘n‘?‘&gmmclmg of tRe- -latast tér:
be ass.mlled,‘
ﬁé‘b Series. of‘
| RiveNed -wmmml Yhigs * for
peoatn g lave - night a¥ws,
righ\will brifig.ds Yap to date” off* 4
zthns .ot thaf] ﬁspccsi\;ulap’- terforist
iny of rafd"“’ TN o
. F¥ rlutff Ha&kgha%ho} f.
“CPusaders), Ciminals, Cr 7
“roe and Tekrorism .in Our Jirmg, as s
sqrw‘ “Tert nmﬁmd mdﬁs m:@m
ar¢’ made, fox each iother.”, An ob.
scure, raglag ‘gnggp armed! with' a’
AW rifles and yénad@} can/’ com- -
m}md ipstant worldwldq [fecognition
foigheir Cause by one (k\irmg terror+
ist- act o a matter ofafinutes, mul-
uple miitions can watqh the drama |
unfold aver tefevision ok piear it over -
the 'miﬁm Banner newdpgper Head-
lmcs" follaim ths hl(es& dc\\cl-
'opments“sﬂ'hc «(crtonstsg in short;

,..4
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. ‘Zl‘errons(s today are lncreasmgly

_The ng\lN TRUTH June 1977

media closely follow their exploits”
for the public.

“While the terrorists may kill,
sometimes wantonly, the primary
objective of terrorism is nor mass
murder,” says The Rand Corpora-
tion’s ‘Brian Jenkins, “Terrorists
want a'lot of people watching and a
lot of people listening, not-a lot of
people dead.” _

Dr. David Hubbard, director of

Dallas and one of America's leading
‘authorities on skyjacking, puts it
somewhat more strongly: “The news
is a whore. It will lie down and give
itself completely to any man who
skyjacks an airplane.”
Walter Cronkites-anchorman for
the CBS Evening News, may have
pinpointed the problem during a
question-and-answer session while
" i, South Africa recently. Asked why
televisi®n - reported only the bad
~~news, Cronkite suggested that “news
_ is tHe aberratioft. not4he norm. It is
a0t the number of aircraft that land
safely every day, but it is the one
that crashes thatmakes the'néws:”
Terrorism, wuhout a.doubt, ptb-
vidés plenty of aberramt grist for ll’lﬁ
World s news mills. .

~

f mwuung‘r.orrorlmﬂ o
The increase |n-bombmgs kldrfap\
pmgs shostage-taking and assassina-
tigns by terroris groups has focusec
“the attention ard concern of | e11-
. forccmenlvmmamdtdund thif-glabe#
S0 -the-growing, thiedl. -Pdlice, orgal »
‘,_mza.llons are‘srull nrch for the,
e Prevention [ 15> 1o ically sthe |
stéﬁ{ffTle would ‘inlude - (ighté -

érnment’ buildings;. embasstéitelc),

’andseon i
. “Brian’; Crom:r lhr. dtsun ulshed
< British; oqrt@i’pn,d;:m and - 5hecwrh
of lh;! .lnsl.uutc for; e ?;lud of ©
*Conflitt .in London‘% ;

9¥:h *threa(cded countr "negds 10

the (hrcm—Legq‘.)cﬂa in \mwlhgcmc.
cxplosiviés, comjmande laciics, lap-

ean- aghg € a notoriety. far beyond,

~

R K e

guagcs; psyg%kggml warfaﬁ'e, fom-

the Aberrant Behavipr Center in'

créate’ a*depa_r(ment ) sp}:eial des",
feiise that will pull logx:ther sl of . ¢
the-knowledge:necessqry th combit | V. "

" their power and number as the /

best‘wayb.ﬂfdéhlmg Wkﬂh (crrpnsm ﬁ"‘ﬂ 'T>

/2

x

', security: arolihd,‘pt]\mc (erronst ta( -
. gets. (aitporty, nuc‘h?aﬁ«pl 15, govor - 5
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. slrongcr measures,

squads <o be instantly ready when-
ever an incident occurs.” For even
greater effectiveness, these individ-
ual national agencies could then co-
operate closely with each other,
possibly even forming a common
unified intérnational pollce com-
mand.-

Stlﬂ'er punishments.for conwcted
terrorists—including the death pen-
alty—are also seen by many as a
deterrent to terrorism. .

A few have advocated even
including pre-

- ventive detention and restrictions on

‘ravel for suspected terrorists, prohi-
bition of private gun ownership. of-
ficial identity cards for every citizen,
barring individuals with links to
radical groups from civil* service
jobs, and the Jike. Proponents of this
approgch pownt to countries such as
Iran, where ught security measures

have made ot extremely difficult for

enemies of the Shah to operate.
Critics of. this approach argue,

plausibly, that the inevitable resuit’

would be a repressive, authoritarian

; polue state and the loss of civil.lib-

-
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erties. But if the terrorist situation
worsens appreciably, there' may be
no-choice. Says Rand’s Brian Jen-
kins: “l think_we may sec govern-
ments. in frustration opting ‘for
measures that will result'in the re-
dugtior-of liberties.”

@'urbs on the media are also
viewed as>a possible preventive

imedsurc‘" against terrorism. If- the
sensationalism ard glamorization of |

tcn’énsm Amparted by media cov-
erage were eliminated, and terrorists

~ wa % could no dogger:be assured .of the
Ry thc’nswe worjdwide publicity for

* their causés,”some feel it wollld put
a deﬁnuc dampcr on terrorist activ-

sy Some' olice - departments have -

one on«rewrd as stating that'if re<,
meh:’ media “self-censorship is

g forthcdmmg, lhc)f will be forced- 4. than—‘(he immediate situation itselk-

(o‘ barr.the ‘niedia from> vncm‘mcs
- whe¥e rterrdrist incidents “aré m
v pmgréss‘@ ARG
g é:muy sifice terzoism iy 3. prob-
*le

el
B ""r

*propor(nong,g@any
have- suggested . that formal® inter-

g nanonal legal ¢dnventions be draw;v.
angl- A

upto-'deal with it Propdsed:”
terrorist;pacts would itipose. kanc-

rorists or failing to pumsh apprq,

munications—and train anti-terrorist -

* carefuf~orie=
“fming oy l‘eClpl\‘lﬁfa |on The" lsraclﬂ

tions’ agalmt na.tlonwwl ding: “U‘ha

hended terrorists; provide for the
extradition of terrorists; allow for
the crossing of national borders by
police in pursuit of terrorists; stan-
dardize national policies for han-
dling terrorist situations, and so on.

For years, however, the United
Nations has not even been able to
come up with a generally accepted
definition of terrorism, .much less
tough international-laws agalnst it.
The oft-heard statement that “one
man's terrorist is another man’s
freedony fighter™ is at the root of the
problem. With the majority of its
member nations customarily sup-
porting . anything anti-Western. up
to and includifg terrorism, there
seems little hope that the U.N. will
comg up with any sort of com-
Rr%’ensivé and meaningful anti-ter-
rort progrdm Certain regional
cooperaljive  agreements, - however,
might eventually be seen among the
nations of Western Europe and the
‘United States, for example.

Precautions against terrorism, ob-
viously, can be takerr only up to a
point. Terrorists, knowing when and
where they will strike, always have
the advantage. How, then, should" |
police deal with an incident when it
does erupt?

Once terrorists dcmonstralc thcy
are willing to kill or be killed for.
their cause, there is no sure methpd
of dealing with them. No one” re-
sponse can be .expected 1q getithe
same results in every case. %
+ Ruling out total capitulation o
their demands. most officials advo-,
catk a flexible. response—the Use, Qf -
different tactics for eactr spccial sitik .
ation, -and shifty in tactics<as the
sitution” changes. Suchw tactics fn- -
clude ncgnuanom deals, sta’llmg,for*
umc!;,dmk in someg.cases ;lmng drm
.rescyR . or assaumopcrauonr A
- Officials ’,é
(Werﬂacuon camnbe-mare dangeroq&‘v

- Ofte “the -best: dpproach is a”slow;,
zhﬁn itout gnd, tak-

En(eb Fescug gagnot. in “most’
) - be-used’ 8- aSmailel for e
sppngpng totefrorism, The elément .

Jof surpmcvu ,noralways possnble ..
mﬁuo ru-(” 1

\‘s'
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- terrorist threat is a rémote and ab-

stract thing. But if the experts are

right, ‘more and more people on an

increasingly wider scale are going tQ
be touched by its effec(s in the years
just ahead.

The problem of lerronsm like the
_worldwide cpldemnc ‘of crime. was
.predlc(ed centuries ago in the pages
of the Bible. Jesus prophesncd that
“conditions in the world in the “latter
days” would mirror the chaotic state
of the earth in Noah's time—an evil
and corrupt world filled with vio-
lence (compare Luke 17:26 with

Genesis 6:5, 11). The apostle | Pdul'

also warned (11 Timothy 3) that
the last days perilous times shalI
come.’ .

The Bible pictures an end-time
world filled with lawlessness and
hate; a world split by factions and
intérnational disputes; an era of
rampant, ‘indiscriminate violence
and murder inspired by Satan the’
_devil—the onglnal murderer (John
8:44).

Only Real Anunr.:

- B

- As long as the influence of Satan

remains on the earth; terrorism and
crime will continue to jncrease.

When Satan is finally restrained

(Rey. 20:2-3) and God's millennial
~rule is established over: the watth.

violence will be eradicated and last- .

ing peace and tranquility will be re-
alized on a global basis. In that day,
Satan’s way of vanity, jealousy, lust.

. hatred and greed will be replaced |

by God's way of loving, giving and
serving.

The CIA siudy * declires: -“All -

tofd, transnational terrorism prom-

ises to pose¢ a continuing and poten:

tially gravely unseltling problem for
- the world community until such

time - possibly years hence—that the’
enerally - agree * . that 1 international system gets into new .

and generally ,accepled contours.”
~“Those new “contours” will be

‘provided by the soon-coming gov-

ernment of God over the earth.

.violefice and tefror which has beset
it from the beginning of history, and
-which now threatens toengulf'it to a
greatcr degree than ever before: It is

sﬁmc but it is the gnly real an-
D
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¢ Onily the ngdom of God can res- -
“cué this world from the scourge of -

<& seemingly simplistic solution to.
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STILL

ANSWER"-
- PRAYER?

Is there really a God “out
there” who hears—who an-
swers? Is prayer still mean-

. ingful in the twentieth

ﬂntury’ The answer to both
questions is a resounding

-yes: Here are keys to help you

contact the living Creator and

Supreme Ruler of the universe!

by Roderick C. Meredith

* Yhe PLAINTRUTH June 1877

.
\

he atheist doesn’t receive any

answers becduse he doesn’t

bother to pray. The agnostic re-
ceives no answers because he’s not
sure that God reélly exists. .

“Fair enough.”

But what about the average be-
lieving churchgoer in today’s
“Christianity”™? Why doesn’t he get
more answers? Why is he so often
unsure if God is really listening, or
caring, or intending to answer?

Cbmmon Examples

rable book Tomorrow described fic-
‘titious American twin cities' under
atomic attack. He detailed with
shattering effect the aftermath of an
* atomic explosion: the destruction of
the central-city areas, the ‘polluted
water and food, and the subsequent
fanning out to the countryside of the

on burglary. murdeg and rape .in a
situation that approachcd anarchy.

Hearing. of civil insurrection,,
Farmer Brown armed himself with
his sholgup”to protect his home and

" foodstuffs, and ‘especially his wife
and teenage daughters. But the hob
shot him from behind, broke into
his home, and looked menacingly at
his wife and daughters.

- “Let us pray, children,” the
mother intoned.

But, Wylie concluded the-chapter
dramdtmdlly “God wasn’t hearing
any prayers that night.”

How often have you heard, or
known of, or experienced times like.

. that when it seemed that God just
wasn’t answering” How often have
you or bthers prayed for various

just weren't granted?
Why? ‘ N
God Is Not Whimsical

%T.he true answer (o the dilemma in-
Ives an understanding of the na-

prommes. :

The Creator is a God of love and
concern, and. also of design, of
| beauty, of harmony, and of con-

change riot,” says God (Mal, 3:6).

answer the prayers of bishops and
chaplains- on one side asking His

‘blessing and protection for their

Thelate Philip Wylie in his memo-

lawless and hungry' mobs—now bent

causes, "and your, or theit, desires

" ture of God, of His will, and of His

sistency. “For I am the Lord, 1. |

Consider: In war, how could God -

troops, while at the same time grant
the prayers of opposing bishops and
chaplains asking the same blessing
for‘ﬂ\elr side? What of similar cross-

- |—puspuses in peace?

Whom will-whom can—God an-
swer?

God says in His Word to the ma-
jority of mankind: “Your iniquities
have separated between you and

. your God, and your sins have- hid -

his fapc from you, that he will not
hear” (Isa. 59:2). So how can He
turn right around and answer the
prayers of those who persist in living
in a sinful, unchristian way of life?
He can’t! For God is logical and
consistent.

' God Héars the Obedient
This, then, is the first of the vital

keys to effective prayer—and those

who have put it to use know it
works: Obey God. God's Word tells
" us: “And whatsoever we ask, we re-
ceive of him, because we keep his
,commandments, and do those
*things that arepleasing in his sight™
(I John 3:22).
) Frankly, most modern “Chris-
Jians™. don’t take the' Ten Com-
mandments literally. A “little” lying
or stealing, a “little” cheating on
their wives or husbands, a “litle”
lusting, hating, fighting, cursing—

they think these things aren't seri

ous. But, as. we have already seen.
God says our sins—our trans-

‘gressions of His law (I John 3:4)— -

have separated us from Him so He
will ngthear!

‘God'ficars the person who is truly
repentant and is turning from “his
sins (Luke 18:13-14). He does not

|- expect “instant perfection.” Rather

He tells us: “But GrROW in grace,
and in the knowledge of our Lord
. and Saviour Jesus Christ” (1l Peter
3:18).

So ‘come before God and say

(perhaps your first prayer thaty
bound to be answered): “Father in) -

heaven, I'm weak, but from hence-
forth I will sincerefy try to keep your

commandments ahd walk in your

paths. | want to serve you; 1 waat to
be like you; and with your help I’
going to make progress. Please, af-
mighty, all-powerful God, hear
prayer.”

If you really mean it, and you age

studying God's Word and learning
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more and more-day by day to walk
in His ways and to keep His {aws,
then He will hear and answer. But if
you will not obey God's law, noticé
the result: “He thag turneth away
his ear from hearing®the law, even
his .prayer shall be abomination™

(Prov. 28:9).

It's not complicated. Just really
study the Bible and do what you
find that God says. “He heareth the
prayer .of the righteous” (Prov.
15:29).

(You may not be fully aware of*
how you ar¢ breaking. God's law. -

You may not even be aware of all

“the imphicationg of the Ten Com-

mandments. If not, please Write for

. our free book entitled The Ten Com-

. mandmenis. But, in the meanwhile,
God will begin to hear you in accor-
dance with your sincébe motives and
your dedication to follow what you
do know of His ways.) -~

: i’ray to the True God"

Though you may be offended by

this assertion, it is & fact that mil-
lions of people pray regularly to the
wiong “God” or “gods™!

““For though there be' that are
 called gods, whether in heaven orin.

. earth, (as there be gods many, and °

. lords many,) but o us there is but
one God, the Father, of whom are
. all things, and we-in him; and one
Lotd Jesus Christ, by-whem.are all

things, and we by. him” (I Cor. 8:5-

6). In this passage, the true. God is
identified as being the. Creator—a

real Spirit Personaluy,who designed - illegally. Likewise, when:one prays .
{ “in the name” of lesus Christ, he
i ‘should-be sure he is-acting and ask:

{
]
-ing within the authiority. Jesus has. If
|
|

and created the universe; a God'of
© law, order, symmetry, beauty,. and
total power:

Ugder threat of rcrsecuuon. ‘the
fted- ‘'up their

early_ Christians
voice to God with one accord, and

said, Lord, thou art God, which hasi ;

made heaven, and earth, and the
sea, and all thatin them is . . " (Acts

4:24). Notice here and elsewhere |

how the true God is constantly. iden-
tified as the Creator, and the God of
* David or, often, the God of. Abra-
ham, Isaac and Jacob. ;. -

This is because the true God is
vnderstood in terms of His-charac-
ter—by how he deait with.Abraham,
Moses or. David—and by His cre-
mcndous power in creating the uni-
verse, with His vast sense of design,
beauty and um:hangmg law which is

mamfested by’ and through His cre-
ation. 1

So, when you pray, learn to bow
your knees and lift your heart and
hands to the great Creator. God, the
originator ‘of all that exists in the
entire universe (Eph. 3:14-15). Rec-
ognize the great privilege it is to be
able to come into the very presence
and receive the personal love and
attention of the Almighty God of
heaven and earth!

As a begotten Christian, you can
pray to Him in a very humble. and

Faith becomes a whole way of
life. It involves a deep under-
standing and commitrent to-
the great central fact of human
experience: God is, and He is
working out a purpose here
below. He has laws and stand-

.ards by which human life

should be governed; He re-
wards. those who surrender to
His will and walk in His ways.

R K
personal way, as Jesus taught:. “Our
Father which art  in heaven
(Mau. 6: 9. . 7.
How To Ask in Jesus’ Name
If sonicone commands you to “open

zg\i:c(he name of the law.” they."|
" fiad better be bona fide represema- :

~ tives of thve law. Otherwise, they aré:
! imposters and are themselves-acting .

.

from biblical situations to modern
situations which may arise.

Notice, for some“:.-}gmples. the at-
tributes David mrentions in his -
prayer to God: “I will love thee, O
Lord, my strength The Lord is my
rock, and my’fortress, and my deliv-
erer; my God, my strefigth, in
whom I wjll lms/ my buckler, and
the homélmy salvation, and my
-high tower_l will call upon the
Lord, who is worthy to be praised:
so shall 1 be saved from mine enc-
mies” (Ps. 18:1-3). G then, will
give us strength, protection and de-
liverance. In what is called the
“Lord’s Prayer,” Jesus instructs us
to pray for forgiveness, for our duily
bread, for His kingdom to come. and

- for deliverancegffom temptations or
trials (Matt. %6:9-13). The apostle
James instructs us to ask for wisdom,
and for healing when we are sick

" (James 1:5: 5:14-16).

Jesus stated: “And whatsoever ye '
shall ask in my name [that is, by my.
authority], that will I.do. that the

L* Father may be glorified in the Son..
If ye shall ask any thing.in my
.name, I will do it” (John 14:13-14).
Visualize -Christ now seated al

‘|- God's right hand in heaven-at the

magnificently impressive and glori-

. ous throne of the universe. Knaw
that He' undcrstands your trials and
feelings; ‘that He was tempted in
every basic way “all.of us are
tempted and He is thiere (o be for us

- -a merciful and understanding and -

| falthful Highi Priest (Heb. 4:14-15).

given-which megns to ask in accor-

| dance with the revealed. will of the

Son ot God. .
Fortunately, lhc Bible is a de-,

;" tailed setung forth of Christ's will.

Anyone who sincerely studies the
way of lifg, the examples, the prohi-
bitions and ‘the.- promises in the -

Bible has literally hundreds of pages |

of information to tell him what God

wants him to do, what God directly |

instructs him to pray for, and many
examples’ of what and how God
does answer prayers! Of course, you
need nok, always have a specific

promise in the Bible to know that -

something is God's will. Often itis a

- matter of applying the principles

“With that.'profound realization, do
comé boldly before God .and talk to
Him about anything, reason with
‘Him and ask Him to even help you
“understand what to pray for and for
. the strength "and mercy you need
(verse-16).
What a fantastic opportunity!
~ Be grateful for this privilege, and
use it often-to’ pour out your heart
before -your Crealor and your
- Father.

Ask in Faith.

“Now the just sh.nll live by faith: but
if any man draw back, my soul shall
have . no pl:asure in ‘him™ (Heb.
10:38). -

Faith becomes a whole way of
life. It involves a deep understand-
ing and. commitment to the great
central fact of human experience:
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God is, and He is working out a
purpose here_ below” He has laws

'Szd standards by which human life

ould be governed; -He rewards
those who surrender to His will and
walk in His ways. Again: “But with-
out faith it is impossible to please
him; for he that cometh to God
must believe that he is, and that he
is a rewarder of them that diligently
seek him™ (Heb. t1:6).

Notice also the emphasis put on
the fact that we must “diligently
seek him.” God intends that .we go
after Him, in a sense, “hammer and
tongs™; that we burn our bridges
behind us and commit ourselves tq
doing His will and then trust Him

for the extra strength, wisdom and’

love that we need. i
James tells us to ask for wisdom:

_“But let him ask in FAITH, nothing

wavering. For he that wavereth is
like a wave of the sea driven with
the wind and tossed” (James 1:6).
When Jesus/healcd people, He
stated over and' over: “Thy faith
hath made thee whole™ (Matt. 9:22;
Mark 10:52% Luke 17:19). “Then

- touched he their eyes, saying, Ac-

cording to your faith be it unto you™
(Matt. 9:29). Again: “When Jesus
saw their faith, he said unto the sick
of the pdlsy Son. thy sins be forgl-
ven thee” (Mark 2:95).

" Ask God for faith. Build faith into
your life by reading the Bible regu-
larly (Romans 10:17), and by ex-

~. ercising faith and seeing the results

of your trust in God’s Word and in

- His promises. (Write for our free

booklet entitled What Is Faith?)
Then, byt by bit, you will learn to
siggrely feel and say along with

‘God’s grophets, not I think™ or “I

hope,” but: *I know that my: re-

deemer liveth, and that he shall .
stand at the latter da)l upon the -

earth” (Job 19:25).

Pray Persistently

When Jesus' disciplescghme  and
said: “Lord, teach us A0 pray,” He
instructed them by-giving them the
basic outline of prayer we call the
“Lord’s Prayer.” We should study
and follow this approach.

But ‘He continued His teaching
‘wuh an example of how we must

keep on praying and not give up if

our prayers don't seem to be anv
swered right away. He gavé, as an-.
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‘does answer. Then Christ said:

- ever you ask Him that you are wnll-

-that you are willing to repeny of an
- sin, right any wrong, overcome ahy |

_repent of any sin, right an
' wrong, overcome’ any probi

-spor(s car.” What will my answer

- wants us to learn certain lessons and

.

analogy for praye(\ a virtual pound-
ing on the door of a friend until he

“Ask, and it shall be given you; |
seek. and you shall find; knock, and |
it shall be opened unto you” (Luke
11:9).

Sometimes you do need to keep
knocking, so to speak, and let’God
know that you deeply desire what-

ing to wait patiently for the a

Sometimes you do need to
keep knocking, so to speak,
and let God_ know that you
deeply desire whatever you
ask Him; that you are willing
to wait patiently for the an-
swer; that you are willing to

in drder to be found worthy o’l
His answer to )Yur -prayer.

e

glroblcm, in order to be worthy of i

is answer to your prayer:

What {f (and he almost has!) my
fifteen-year-old son asks me: “Dad.
please help me get an imported

“Wan'" That will be my answer.

Tl think to myself,. “He's not old |}

cnough He déesp’t have much driv-
ing experience, and there are all
kinds of lessons I'd [ike to see- him
learn ‘before he has a fast sports car.
And besides, the car will mean a lot
more to him, and he'll take better
care of it and be myre rcaponstble if
it doegn’t come too easily X

Do you see the. dnalogy"

God is supremely intelligent, lov-
ing, protective and logical. He wants
us to prepare for some things before
we recefve them. As our Father, He

overcome cerlain sins or weaknesses
before He will answer some of our
prayers! .

‘S0°as you pray to God, tlk to
Him about these things. Reason
with Him as Abraham did in Gen-
esis 18:23-33.'Ask Him to show you
if there is any lesson you fieed to
lcarn before He will answer your i

pué And unless you ﬁhd you are

“asking amiss” (James 4:3)—askihg

~-for something you shouldn’t have—
" keep on praying to God until_ther

‘answer comcs

'thvoncy-

"Keep on ptaying—but in what .w:;y?

With a ured, monotonous, routine

. approach" With a careless “let’s-see-
“if-it-works-this-timé” approach?

A thousahd lrmes ‘No! -

Remember Jamés-5:16: “The ef-
fectual ‘FERVENT prayer of a righ-
teous man availeth much.” Realize

“that"y j are -coming to plead your
o

case before the Supreme Governor
of the universe, the Lord and Giver
of life: .Put your heart; your mind’
and your being into an alert,
profound, and heartfelt communion
with your Creator. For our good,

- Gdd wan(s us to serve and rever-
.encé\Hint in this way. The Moﬂ'att

translation makes plain God’s con-
cern aBout Israel’s- halfhearted

0

‘prayers: “Though it was I who re-

. deemed them, they~have lied to me;’

they never put their héart into their
prayers ... .”" (Hosea 7:13, 14).

Even Jesus Himself, preparing for
a slow and torturous-deatlr, poured
His very being into His final hours

of prayer to God: “And being in an .

agony he prayed mgre . earnestly;

- .and his sweat was.as it were_great

drops of blood falling down to the
ground" (Luke 22:44). No doubt

“this is where the cxpressxon “to

sweat blood™ comes from,

In our jaded and sophisticated sg-
ciety where many ‘want to act'cool
and noncommittal, we need (o be

reminded of the. personal examples .

of Jesus-and of King David of Israel
(see Psalm 69:1-3) and how they
criecd from the heart and poured
dc€p emotion and fecling into their
prayers!

 Your Need is Forgiveness

Jesus said: “For if ye forgive men -
. their trespasses,. your heavenly
_ Father will also tGrgive you: Butif

ye forgive not men their trespasses,

ncither will- your Futher forgwc ,

your trespasses” (Matt. 6:14-15).
We must sincerely and com-
pletely forgive others. We must not

‘hold grudges or harbor animosity.
Otherwise, -there is no way our.
prayer for forgiveness—or indeed, .




any other prayer—will be heard.
_ But, if we forgive others, and “if we

confess our sins, he is faithful and

pjust to forgive us our sins, and 1o
cleanse us from all unrighteousness™
(I John 1:9). N

Prayer, along with meditation, is
a good time for self-cxamination to
determine whether you, truly have
repented yourself and ‘completel
‘forgiven others. But you can't “fake

~ it And even here, you've got 1o ask
God for help und humility.

" Make Prayer a Hablit

" Many articles have been wnitten on
the amazing power which habits
have ‘over our hives. They descnbe
how “building proper thought pat-

_ terns and daily habity-even in hittle
things. often spells the différence
‘between success or mediocrily in
many areas of our lives.

I no area of life 1s this more 1n-
portant than 1 the spiritual area of
regular Bible study, meditation and
personal prayer to God.

God' puts examples in the Blblc
for a redson. Le¥'s notice.

“The prophet Danicl, in danger of
losing his hife f he prayed, nLv(

¢

"+, theless followed tus daily habit

pattern of hife which made him one
of the most honored and powerful
servants’ of God in history. “Now
when Daniel knew that the writing
was signed [forbidding asking any-
thing from anyone but the king], he
went into his house; and his win-
dows being open in his chamber
toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon

his knees three umes a day. and )

prayed. and gave thanks before his
God, as he did aforeume” (Dan.
6:10). ¢

Note the sulcmcm .. as he did
aforetime.™ It was Daniel's habit to
pray on hiy knees before God three
times a day

Notice also the example of King
David when he was in-great distress:
“Evening, and morning, and at
noon, will | pray, and cry- aloud:
and he shall hear my voice” (Ps.
55:17). David was all man’He was a
mighty warrior, an excellent musi-
cian and composer, and an inspired
.leader. But he was often in trouble.
Hence his “supplications” (Ps. 55:1,
for example)—the word means re-
peated prayer on the same subject.
He had.to powr out his heart and

22

ask rcpéalcdljf' for- 'mercy, strength.
- guidance and dehverance The se-

sult?

You cannot read \hmu"ll lhc m- .

spired psalms of David wathout real-
izing that he was 3 man who hived in
close and continual coptact with his

God. He was vitally ahve and lived
onc of the most exating, romaniti.

“and yect meaningful lives 1o the his:
‘tory of the human race! ‘His con-

stant and even
communion with

pussml\ulc
God certainly

added depth and breadth 1o his |

Remember James 5:16: "The

effectual lervent prayer of a

righteous man availeth much.”
Realize that you are coming :

to plead your case belore the

Supreme Govemor of the unl-
verse, the Lord and Giver of

life. Put your heart, your mind

and your being Into an alert,

profound, and heartfeit com- |

munlon with your Creator.

~

magnificent  life  and  character.

Reading David's psalms, you note
the obvious fact that David was not
only just praying on his kneés. He
was egmnstantly talking to God, relat-
g all things to God- the very cen-
ter of his existence. He was, as we
say. in an “attitude of prayer” many
times throughout each day.

-S0 should we:be.

Do we greét each mommgs sun-
“Thank you,™
Father” as we first look out the win- .
dow? Do we bow our head in-

rise with a quiet

thanksgiving over any of our private
breaklast, lunch and dinner méals—
teaching our chddren by this and
other acts that God s our Creator
and the Gyver ol every good gift?
Do we .ask. God's protection as
our chiddren leave for school, as our
car leaves the driveway, as our

plane taxis out for takeofl? Do we -

ask our Fathey and Friend for wis-
dom and guidance, for patience and
mercy, for sirength and love, as we
face - vanous challenges “through
each day of dur lives? We should—
for this, too, is®the. meaning of
prayer, and of learning to “walk

with God” as did great' men of old

like Enoci_l Noah and Abraham.-

T dny”

. . ¢

J
Often Jesus rose up carly in the
g great while before :
and went to g prisate place to
pray (Mark ) 15) He wanied to re-
cstabhish At Chne contad with
God early ol the day |

So should we. '
At other times. times of nmmu!
stiess, or before making a big dear
ston_ such -as' choosing His twelve
apostles. Jesus would pray long and
hard througl pait or even all of the
‘might - reasoming: and plc ulm“jnnh
His Father for help. wisdon and
gurdance on the problems -and
déawsions of the morgow (Luke
6:12-13)

H was the pamit ol our Savwor.
who s our perfect example o pray
1w God contmuoally and with His
whdale heart! -So when 1t came His
tmeé to die. the most abvious and -

L

i, natural thing He could and did do

was to drop to Hls knees, Wiy up His
heart and hands 0 the Almighy

" one with whiom He had shared clee

. had the
turned to find His disciples sleep-

mty, and pray With penspuation
pounnag off His body and with tcais
strecaming down Huis checks (He-

. brews 5:7), He begged God (ot the

strength and love w become the
perfect sacrifice which He. and He

alone, could be.

_Then! finally, when He knew He
Father's answer, He re-

ing—séemingly unawiare of the
momentoys eyents which weie
about . to occur. "|Hc] said unto
them, Why sleep ye? Rise and pray,

lest ye enter into tempmuon" (Luke

22:46). . -

"% fn this age of potential world un-
 nihilatiop, we, too, had better leam

to-do just that. We need to make the
habit.of constant and fervent praycr
to God as much a part of our lives
as breathing. For, as with the air we
breathe, the quality and ultimate
tength of* our lives directly depend

‘uponit. 0

*

RECOMMENDED READING
Raderick C. Meradith, 8 Semor Editor
ot .The Plan T{uth, has taught courses
in church hislory and the episties ot
Paul at Ambassador College, tor two
decades. His supplementary articie
“The Answer to Unanswered Prayer’”
has bettered the kves of thousands
Request your free copy today. -
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byScoltG Rockhotd e

The' time: about 1100 B.C.
The cast” of characters: ‘an-~

Thc place ancxent Palesune

' : cient Israel, -a divided and quar-: -

retmg people- consisting of many "
. tribes; the Ammonites, formerly -
, ‘Brael’s eastern neighbors, now her
oppmssors ‘Jephthah, a Judge of .
. “Israel, the son.ofxa” ‘prostitute. In'.

- feturn for God's granting victory.

" over theé Ammonitesy Iephthah -
prom;sec to sacrifice t6 God- the -
first oie who greets him upon his -

 return from battle. To his’ dnsmay.‘
- his daughter, an only child, is the

- first to greet Him, True to his vow,

; Jephthah offers is daughter as a

- burnt offering, a tragic eveny .
. which was still being coni-

} memorated by the-womén of lsrael

“.whien the book of Judges was wm-
ten (see Judges 11:40),
The story of Jephthah s daugh-

: ter is not only tragic, but seems.so .

unusual that many have not been
..able to believe that the girl ‘was .

.- actually - sacrificed. Though the
.- earliest Christian and Jewish com-
. mentators all seem to have ao-
- cepted the story at face value, the.

medieval Jewish commentator

. Pavid Kimchi was apparently the

© first to suggest- that, rather ‘than
having sacrificed his . daughter,

Jephthab mescly kept her a per-
. petual visgin. Many- subscquent
. writelrs. have agreed with this idea |
(Kell and Delitzsch, Biblical Com-
nmu ries o the. Oﬂ Taluuac.

g questions wr—
‘the: story “of Jephthah’s

my foypse to-micet'me, when I re..
tutr;»fl?mous from' the "Amitig:"

tualm

* thah ‘really vow to., sacnﬁeep d
huirian being, or was n m acfliallty
Aan dnimal sacrifice?.

Actually, the Hebrew, text-at-this

:point i ambiguous: ‘it could: sefer -
- to cither a humani bemgor,_ N
mal.- The . amblgmty is. obvious, .-

when: éric compares mpdem transs
Jations of Judges 11:31: . who-,
_ ever comes forth from the doots of.

‘nites\ghall-be the Lord’s, and I will
offer . up for aburnt offering”

. (RSV); “..anything coming -out

* the doors of "y house t6.mect mie, -

- when'¥ return. with victory from -

the Ammonites, “shall helong to—

.- Yahweh; 1 will offer it up’as a
‘ -bumt offering” (Anchor Bible). Eu-
> ther translation is. possible, so we -

cannot. necessarily conclude “that :
Jephthah deliberatcly vowed towof> -
fer-a-human being as a sacnﬁce to
the God of Israel; :

- Notige also tlxal both (rans«

lations (as well as most other-trans-:

lations and, commentaries). agree
on the translation-of “burnt offer-
ing." The Hebrew word olak used ..
here is the common 6ne. ysed..
throughout the Old Testament (0 -
refer 0 a whole buint offering -
(Brown, Driver, Briggs, . Hebrew
and Englisk Lexicon, p. 150); Thus
we .can be reasonably sure that

‘ Jephuuh indeed intended t6. offce -

ugm uenﬁa toGod ugon
Now fwodern, arcbuology bcs

iy; his: daughter, who had
4rd the news: o} i

Did Jephithab. then -really

“fice his daughter o God?. The aw:

thor of.ludges doesmoy dareétly §

-’56y he” ‘merely. tells uS: that Jeph-

thah *did with her according to:

Zvow which-he had_made” (verse,
~39;. RSV). The "author seemis:'to’

eave-the outcome ‘to' the Teader’s
imagination.. We might conclude

-with-fost commentat(nsrth'
“Jephthih _actually fulfilled 'the
:promise”he-had made=-a, vow 1o .

Gad must be kept! Verse 38-tells -

.us that his daughter bewailed:hy
.. virginity: for two months; this was.

probably I:musc she -was. ta: di

- childless. -

. What' lesson cin. tlns uagu: nnd

gruesome account have.for us: | ..

today? ‘Certainly that. one should.

- never'make rash and hasty prom-" |-

ises: tlm later must be kept, some:

times 'at_great’ expense. But the | -
lesson - goes mucH’ deeper. ‘The |

‘book of Judges. portrays all of the .
Jjudges' as having somve. character’
. defect: or liability: Samison 'had a -

great weakness for foreign women -
.that proved ‘his undoing; Gideon -

lackcd the oonfidence he shquld

* havé had in God; Jephthah-him- *
~'self-was ‘the son of a prostitute, &

well 25 prone, evidently, to making
rash vows;-Yetthe book of Judges -

- shows how people with alf theii de-

fects.could still be used by the God. -
of lscael to sccomplish” His puir--

rose and-how He could ‘deliver |
Isracl through the hand- ofaman 1
-who ‘might even sacrifice his own -
-daughter.. The mgsage of Judges,
'and-of ‘the story of Jephthah and

; hiisdaugghter, (& 0ne of move than.-
mnplebloodnhod. It is the story- of
. how God can use cven the weakest-
- ol human bemgs for His own ;teat

_purpnse

’:"‘dau‘_w Whymﬂﬁodput

Mmmhﬂum&cm&q
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. .
os¢s was finally. convinced -
that the God he worshiped--

the One who became Jesus
the . Christ- did have mercy -and
grace in mund for every human
being who had ever lived, or was yet

7710 live. Moses and Jesus were of one
~aceord on that subject—and that

One to become Jesus had the power

. to bring to pass ihe hope of Moges. -

Moses had a lot more to dp with
the Christian rchgmn Lh.n', most

“people know - he realized more of

the true purpose af life than the
myjority of Christians today! | '

.. The Ttans"gumtlon :
- When the disciples u(/Juus day

asked Him (o show them the King-
dom oio(md and s comuig, Jesus.

through -a “vision.” provided three -

of thewr number with a foretaste of
what that Kingdom would be flike.

Peter, James and John, from among -
~ the twelve apastles, were chosen for

this special revelguon.: The whole
scene is described in Matthew 17.
The two individuals Jesus chose
to show n vision to His disciples
were Moses and Llljah' Moscs.
then, ‘will definutely be in God's

Kingdom. ?vioscs was Jesus' first.

choice, along with Elijah, as an ex-
ample for Peter. James dnd John of
the end prodoct of the purpose of

_ creation. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob

are earlier mentioned by Jesus as

definitely being in the Kingdom of

God. as well as Noah. Dani¢l and

Dayid—bul Jesus chose to show in -
-vision oanly. Moses and. Elijah!
Surely. then, Moses and Elijah must .|

have known the purpose of. life
Jesus was about te reyeal to Hls

dnsuples'

Power To Become Som

The Bible ‘clearly reveals that (hc
purpose of the. creation’ of hum4n

- beings is o make them' “sons of -

God.” Yet this presents an enigma
because it also, clearly states that

“flesh and blood candot inherit 'the -

kingdom of God™(I'Cor. 15:50).

The only answer 0 that problem
is the equally enigmatic statement
by “Jesus that human- béings must
“be Born again™ (John 3:3). That
statéement by Jesus' is perhaps the

_most nmund;:mood of alt He made.

“Bom again” is. turned by most of
rseligion into some sort of “spm(ual

:

 PART5
ATALE OF
PROPHETS

by JonH\( +

God told Moses that every
human being would have his
opportunity for salvation—but
that He, the‘God of grace, re-
serves the judgment of when
and to whom He grantsthat
salvation. A special physical,

_mortal resurrection is planned

for the great majority of man-

kind in all those “lost”’ gener- |

ations so that they may have
their one and only chance at
salvation. But the question is:

-saved for what? What is the

purpose ‘of human life? Why

are we here? Saved from

Egypt? From sin? From

death? From- “hell”’? But for

what? And, once saved, what
© will we be?

‘experiénce” which leaves the body_
~still " flesh and blood: incapablc of
. inheriting the Kingdom, It seems no
. one actually wants (o take Jesus at

His word!

Let’s cheal, and bclqurc Jesus—-

that second ot the two prophets of

| this tale—really meant exactly what

He said: He said: “But as many as

. received him, to them gave he pawer.

10 become the sons of God, even (o
them “that *Believe “on his name:
which were born, not of blood, hor of

the will of the flesh, nor of the will of -/
L man, but of God” (John 1:12-13).

Lets face it: Jesus was not talking

-‘dboul pseudo sons. or allegorical |

sons, or rcltgnuus terminology - sons,
or prc(cnd sons- put real sons! If
you can believe it, the purpose of,

..,creauon is. to raise human bemg{ 7V

Goo BEINGS: real sons or God, God
as God'is God!

“Blasphemy!” qhoutcd the ng‘h‘
teously indignant and generally en-
raged religiqus bigots of Jesus’ day
when He said, “I. am the Son of

' a good work- we stone thee
t for blasphemy: and be:
cause Yhat thou, being -a man,

. makes® thyself God!™ they ex-
_ plained smugly in their_theological

s(ratgackets as they slooped to pick

up rocks.

But. for some reason, they paused

_to give Jesus time to pose a puzzling

question from the-heart of their own
Scriptures: “Is it not written i your -
law. I said. Ye are gods? If he called
them' gods. unto whom the ward of
God came, and the scripture cannot
be broken: say ye of him, whom the
Father hath sanctified, and sent into
the world, Thou blasphemest; be-
cause I said, [ am the Son of God?”
(John 10:33-36.) .

1s a Son a Son?

At the very heart of Christian belief
is the absolute necessity of recogniz-
ing and believing what those of
Jesus” ‘day labeled “blasphemy!™

-Every good Christian believes as the

cardinal point of docmne that Jesus

- Christ of Nazareth was and is the
Son of God-but how many good

Christians do you know ‘who also

. believe ‘equally in the words of that

same- Jesus of Nazareth when He

-said, "praying to His Father in,
" heaven just before His crucifixion:
~ “Holy. Father, keep through thine

own name those whom thou . hast
gwen me, lhal lhev may be one, as
we are. . .. Neither pray | for these .
alone, bul for them also-which shall
believe on me lhrough their word;
that they all may be one: as thou.

"Father, art in me, and 1 in thee, that
they also may be one .in us™! (John
~47:11,20-21) How many do you .
: know who believe rhat? ’

" Why do so. many use all the words
and slogans so. common to Chris-

tianity in vain? Do we believe that

neither Jesus . nor the Father in

. beaven really mean what they say?
‘Do we believe that the gospel ‘mes-

sage so plainly stated by Jesus is all -
allegory, all symbolism, all parable.

all fable, all myth? Do we say by

our. bcllefs and acuons that the
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Communists are right after all when-
.they say that belief m a ‘super- ;|

natuzal being, in religion. is indeed
“the opiate of the people™? ‘

. Do we believe that plain, clear -

words in the “Bible describing the
purpose of life, the plan.of God, and
defining the gospel are all empty
.phrases holding no practical mean-
ing? Arg these phrases to be taken

with a grain of salt as mere religious

phrasgologh having no real meaning
or substance? Do words used in the
revelation of -God to mankind have
4 'meaning hpart from reality? Do
we really belitve that God says one.
thing but means another? (That was
Satan’s first argument back in the
Garden of Eden with Adam and
Eve! Check it for yourself: Genesis,
chapter two.) :

When God says His purposé is to

make you and me His sons—just

what kind of sons do you suppose
. He.means? Real ones, or Take ones?
When and if you become a son of
God, what kind of son do you think
“you will be? - .
When you get right down to it,
are you really satisfied with any reli-
gion’s explanation of the meaning
of life, of the key purpose for our
creation, of the ultimate goal to be
attained by any religious exercise?
. Let’s briefly examine the major op-
tions offered to us. .

" What Would You Like To Be When

You Rise Up? .

Billions have believed that the ulti-
.mate goal of mankind is to achieve
nirvana: “the state of perfect bles-
sedness achieved by ‘the absorption
of the soul into the supreme spirit™;

. that is, an unconscious_centinued
- existence; as it were, like a'cell in the . |

body of the great one. It may have
served billions, and driven them to

extremes in their worship to accom- -

pi¥h nirvana—but I must admit that
it does not satisfy me personally.

What good is it to live forever and

yet not even realize you -are alive; ™

have no personal ¢xistence? How

about you? . - .

" A nearly ¢qual number have: be-
lieved that the afterlife of the faith:
ful will consist, of forever living at
. ease in: an oasis called .the “Garden
‘of Allah,” where, lounging in ham-
mocks strung between date. palms,

L 3

. the mef (because this is'a rather-
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< male-dominated. religion) will' be
fed delicacies by a bevy of volup-
. tuous women (an “eternal harem?)
. and will have all the hashish needed
to keep them in a stupor (alcohol is
not allowed) so the eventual bore-
dom will not bother. In the name of
the god of peace (Islam), true believ-
ers have converted others by the
sword to believe and seek this re-
‘ward! This goal may be pleasing to
many—it does.have some specific,

concrete goodies ‘cxplained—bat

‘again | must admit -that it does“not
satisfy me personally. How about.
you? '

Christianity is separated into two .
basic camps, which for many cen- |

turies have endeavored to extermi:
nate one another. The, more
universal belief held by the larger of

the two camps is that the purpose of,

life is to achieve the “beatific vi-

- sion.” After wading through about.
six pages of fift print in the ency- -

clopedia of that religion, attempiing-
to define just what the “beatific vi-.
sion” is, you come to the disappoint-
{ing conclusion that, in their own

words, “no one really knows™ The -
best you can get is that it is a state of

bléssedness.in which you, living for-

~ever, will be able to gaze upon God,
- seeing Him better than you see Him- |

now; but not ever being able to see

¢. ‘Him as He really i. Vague as it may

seem, it-is avidly. pursued by hun-

dreds of millions as the goal of their . -
‘existence. Perhaps the threat of the -
‘only other alternative—suffering up-’

‘imaginable -torments i heltfire, all
«explained.in vivid deiail, spurs them -
on. One inore time 1 must adniit -

that this thgery does not satisfy mé. - |
*|" kind.- The reason ‘is that God locked

To think that the Creator who ‘has
fashioned_this fabulously complex,
intricate, material and very real uni-
verse would ‘propose such a vague
_purpose for Elis' highest- creation—
‘mankind—just does not. gompute
.~ with me. How about you?

The ather Chgistian belief—devel-

oped. in pretest. and now shattered -’

. into hardreds of splinters, each hav-
. ing:a slight (arianl of - doctrine re-
garding the afterlife—is- basically

|- this: When you die, you go to

~ heaven as & spirit being of som€ sort
and . live ‘cternally in bliss—some-
what similar to the beatific vision;
but with more details added. You
check in at the ‘pearly gates with

your golden slippers with which to

robe. your cloud—and then you po

ful retirement: center in the sky,

to do’... forever. It doesnt satisfy
mev-how about; you? Is thé suffering

encourages enlistment for this the-
ory?. s T e
There are many more beliefs with

‘tioned cover the nfajority of man:
kind, - with the exception  of the
. ‘billions who believe we are born
. “and die, like dogs, with no purpose.
| This doesn’t satisfy me either, and |

¥ 'evéq efuse to address it—how about

Yyou? S
‘Whythe Mystery2” . .~ .
There is'a very definite reasoh for
all this confusion. The vagueness
about the ultimate reward of the
. true. believer. of -any religion, -and
particularty the Christian religion, is.

in-your -Bible: It is nobody’s fault;

truly (o be deeply sincere—the blood”
these: religions bespeaks eloquently
the indelible fact of sincerity.. *

-~ " But.there is 4 reason why no faith

- treason.for creatioh, the plan‘of God,
-.the ultimate goal-God set for man-

up’ that truth and gives the key to

choosing at the
choosing. - 1

preached on how impossible it is for
us to understand just what it is that

heart of man, the things which God
‘hath prepared for them that love
him” (J Cor. 2:9). This converiently

{llows. all- manner of speculation, of

A - 25

.

Peter, get your Wings..')'lour harp, -

NOTHING (virtually), and you do (?) ©
it_forever!.Granted, you are nevér .-
hungry or thirsty; never cry or suf ..
fer. A sort of a great golden,. peace: -

of hell again the .driving force that -

specifically predicted and explained. -
no-one is to blame. All who cling ta”

| these. faiths caneasily be given the
't ‘benefit’ of the doubt and be said

Bives ‘the- clear purposé of life, the-

explains away™the vagieness. This |

possibilities for scenario-developigg,

walk the golden streets, your white

.

of the. believers.and martyrs of all -~ -

“unlock_ it only to those 'of His own .»
Ltime of His own

. Many a sermofi has been .

"God has in store for us, using as the % -
text this scripture: “But as.itis writ-*
ten, Eye hath not seen, nor ear ;' -
heard,. neither have enigred into the .

with, torture of all tortures, nothing . =

godls equaily vapue_-but those men: ..
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of doctrinal discrepancies among
believers. This brings comfort to the
confused, helps in swallowing the

impractical visions advanced re- -

garding God'’s purpose.

It also fulfills that very scripture

itsell! Nobody has seen the perfect
will of God. Since nobody has se¢n
it, obviously nobody-has heard of it.

No man has thought up or conceived.

of the plan God has in mind, try
thdugh they. may. Inteilizer.ce,. wis-
dom, dedication —all in absolutc siri-
cerity*have beelt applied in vain.
> Still, no one has come up with the
plan. o
" This one “text for the day” seems
_an inadequate tool—let’s cheat again
* just a‘little and read the next text
also! Maybe we'll see, hear and be-
gin to conceive what others have
not: “But God hath revealed them
“unto-us by his Spirit: for the Spirit
searcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God” (verse  10). This
plainly Says that despite trefact
that man alone Kas not been able to

come up in his own imagination

(even with all the effort he has
expended at it) with' the plan God

has in mind for those who love Him, .

- He, by His Spirit, reveals that
plan! .

. In short, God’s pulr[‘)osc for man-

kind can be known, but only by His
Spirit. “Now to him that is of power
to stablish you atcording to-my gos-

pel. and the preaching of Jesus’

Christ, acCording to the revelqtion of
the mystery. which was kept secret
since the world begah, blat now is

made manifest, and by the scriptufes .

of the prophets, according to the

commandment of the everlasting

God, made known to all nations for

“the obedience of faith: To God only

wise, be glory through Jesus Christ
- for ever. Amen” (Rom: 16:25-27).

“The Bible Says . . . &

" ‘You aré made in'the image of God .

Why? P T
None of the other. millions . of
creatuyes

snake,.a bull, § bird or a fish}e

likeness .- ..."So God created man,in
is own image, in the image of God:

. 3qd created are' made in .
--His image. Ghd doesn’t Jook like a

! -human being;-:or,"
_better put, humdn béings lpok just..

like: God! “And[God said, Let ‘us .|.
" make man in our image, after our’”

created he him: male and ferﬁal{

created . he them” (Gen. 1:26-27):
God is not a male chauvinist: He
‘created both male and female in His
image! . )

~ We look like Him, but we are not
exactly like Him. An image shows
design and shape, but is not made of
the same- substance as the original.

‘We are- flesh—physical, temporary,

mortal. God ' is spirit—eternal, “im-
mortal (seé¢ John-4;24; Isa. 57:15}{ -
David knew that God had created

" us in His likeness, yet he said: “As

for ‘me, [ will behold thy face in
righteousness: 1 shgll be_satisfied,

“wHEN- | awake, with thy  likeness”

(Ps. 17:15). To be-like God as God
is Godto be rorally in the.likeness
of God—requires -a change in" our
composition, from physical to spiri-

" tual. “Now this I say, brethren, that

flesh and blood cannor inherit the

_kingdom of God. . *. Behold, I shew

you a mystery; We shall not all
sleep, but we shall all be changed, in

‘a moment, in the twinkling of an

eye, at the last trump [the “WHEN"
David referred to—when he would

“finally be satisfied!]: forthe trumpet

shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be'
changed™ (1 Cor. 15:50-52).
" Job was familiar with this neces-
sary ¢hange: “If a man die. shall he
live again? All the days of my ap-
inted time will 1 wdit, 4/l my
change come. Thou shglt ‘call (the

_ lagt trump], and 1 will answer thee:
¢hou wiltdiave a desire to the work. |

of thine hands. ... For 1 know that
my tedeemer- liveth, and that he
shall stand at the latter day upon
the earth: And though after my skin
worms ’dcslro? this body, yet (agart

" from] my flesh shall I see God™

(Jab 14:14-15 and 19:25-26.)

‘What is changed is the flesh, atti-
wude, character—not the personality,
the integral, personal, conscious you..
Job makes this clear: “Whom [God]
I shall see for myself, and mine eyes "
shall behold and not anather...”
(Job 19:27). : .

‘Sons of God, Brothers ofdesus

- Jesus is the Son of God-no good

Christian” deni¢s that, Jesus is
unique: He is. the only“son .of a

“human. being’ who had God .the
" Father -in heavén as His fiteral ,
" Father "who caused His"\mpregna-

6 -

tion in the womb of a wonian,
Mary. (/' ) ,

But to Jesus. and through Jesus,
was given the power to make us all
sons of God? :

Jesus became the FIrgTborn Son,,
of God by the resurrection from they:

. déad (Rom. 1:4). Even Jesus was =,

physical, ficsh and blood. That had
to change. And that overwhelnv

change came about at His resurrece
tion. But the beautiful thing about
the resutrection. of our Savior, the
captain of our salvation. our Re-
deemer Who lives, is.that it becomes

" possible throuigh the power of that

resurrection for you and-me also to
be changed.falso to becomie.sons of
Gad! To be God a¥, /iiGod! To
be God as Jesus is'now God!

“For whom he did foreknow. he
also did . predestinate to be con-
formed to the image of his Son. that
he might be the FIrsTborn among
MANY brethren” (Rom. 8:29). “For it
became him, for whom are all

things [the Father]. and by whom

are all things, in bringing MANY sons

“ unto -glory. to make the captain of
 their salvation [Jesus Christ] perfect.

thropgh sufferings. For both he that

" sanctifieth and they, who are sancti-
fiéd are all of vne: for which cause .
he [Jesus] is not.ashamed to call ..

them: -brethren’ (Heb. 2:10-11).-
“And lie [Jesus] is the head of the
body. the church: who is the BEGIN-
NING, the FIRSTborn from the dead:
that-in"all things he might have the
preeminence ... ; Christ in you. the
‘hope of [your] glory™ (Col. 1:18.27).
This isnogjust religious-sounding

‘tanguage, This  is the straight-

forward biblica) truth that when yoi
and [ are changed we will be glori-
fied sons of God, just as Jesus is

‘Now! Sons of God, btothers of

Jesus—in" every sense of those
‘words! > ‘
Not Yet Bom

’lgh'ls may sceq difficult, becausc the
Bible calls physical human beiggs

““sons of God.".Yet the Bible also -
plainly states that flesh dnd blogd .~
cannotsinherit the Kingdom of G:ti
be -sons. Humans must -be  bors-~

agéin. N6t just an‘experience of the.
mind, but an actual rebirth; a com-

* plete change to a new being as dif-

ferent inv€fte as the mature plantis

* from: the seed which is planted in
; ,
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' 'thc ground (an énalogy the a oclle

Paul used in' 1 Corinthians } »1he

o

‘fesurrection chapter). i

The difliculty. is resolvgg;,when'
you_gphzc that.thé New Testament
was W
[anguage uses one” word gennqp, to
refee to conception. the 'begotién

stage of the fetus, the whole nide-

. month gestation period, and the ac-

_Jual birth. So. from the beginning of

*“the new life. conception, the mdnvnd-
ual is considered (o be a “son,” even,
thuugh e i not yet borne When
vygudas.a iatheakhyman parene-are

it aware thai: there is life in the

womb. don’tsggu- thmk of-it as your

~child, even’ lh()ugh it’is naj yet borg)

And-do ngt moseol those Eoncewedw
- finally achieve birth?, A,
©1IUs the same with’ God. )
:Gud begins the birth of His sons

o very small Jusl as we begm the birth

»

w».of our-owa children.”*Now he that
hath' wrought us- for the selfsame
thing is God. why also hath given

* unitous the EARNEST of the Spirit™.
(1 Cor.5:5) An “carriest™ is a very |

small down payment carrying with -

R it a.pmmm; of more to come, unu
'_lhc full commitmenit is reached. -

“For.as many as dre led hy lhc :

' .Spml of God.- they age the sons of

" capital letters in the-Greek: by the

*3’&.

w -

Ky

-way. It is only the tednslators who
decided to capitalize “Son” whén it .
rcfcm.d 10 Jesus and nor capitalize

'son” when, 1t Merrgg o, us. Moaly,
rﬂmnt and smcere. ‘huiffility no’
doubt, bul it lcads ‘lo- ‘misunder-
alandmg' -

“For ye havc no( received the

- spirit of bonduge agaip to fear; but

ye, have received (he Spirit of adop-
tion, whcuhyw ry. Abba, Father”
(Rom: 8:15). That word “adoption™
can-just as well be translated “son--
ship“"—or _even "Sonshlp —but ac-.
cording 10 the very s«rlplurcs the
translators were translating, it never
entered their minds that we could
be the actual “Sons of God.” They
only took wotds like “brethren,”
“son,” “Father” to be metaphors.
nicefies, condescension from God as -
were. But this scripture clearly de-
“clarés ‘that we human beings, after
receiving.God's' foly- Spirit, are to
call God Abba—which is Aramaic:
-. for *fathai”—and then amplifies and

r‘elnforces Jhat by addmg “Father" :

me PLAIN- rRuTH June 1977

itten »in. Greek. The:Greek . |

 from thc Greek. An actual Fa(her
‘not a pretend Father. Ponhaps it was
‘fear of the Same tharge 'of “blag-
~phemy” J&\{c,lcg,,@gamst Jesus<by the
religious- people of His day thaf

caused those men. to use the trans®

\lation “adoption”, in the tlear light
of the context of a- double—language
(Aramaic, -Greek) “Father-son”.
relationship discussed i Romians
gight?

L“The Spigit itself beareth witness
with Qur spml -thai. we are the chil-
~dren of God™ (Vérse 16). This Spirit
of God is. remember, the only

.source of this, humanly “inconceiv-
abte comncept of what it is that God

- -

’"'has in store for those who love Him.

‘1 have chosen to believe the Spirit of
God. and not be satisfied with the
ideas of mgn—how about you? ,
Now these “childrén of God™ dis-
cussed in Romans are not born yet.-
They have just begun. just begn
spiritually conceived. ,They, are not
changed yet fronf'physma’l to SPiri-,
‘lual lold“y they just have the
“earragst” of ‘that yel future total
change. 3
. The fact is. nobody has bcen
changcd yet except Jesus of Naza-

“reth. All the holy men of old are
{-dgad and in their graves, waiting, as |’
‘God” (Rom. 8:14). There arg -no- .

40 stated *he would wait. Some de-
s ciyed to dust-as Petér said of

=David after the resurrection of .

Chist (Acts 2). Some became ashes:; .
some possibly were partly preserved
‘Physu.dljy 5. Joseph. “for ‘example,

Sf was mummmcd after -
(hc Egypnan style. But aLL dre wai- -

ing~for a “beuer resurrection, , ..
God having provided some better-
thing' for s, that they wjghbu_! us.
should not be. made perfect”™ (Heb.

11:35,40). . . . the general assembly
and Lhuuh nl the tirstborn . . . the
spirits of -just men made pcr(cu

(Heb 12:23) .. . wailing . .

Wonh Wamno For

God is not playing games. God is
not perpetrating_some- cosmic joke.”
QGed is not sponsoring some eternal
rest_home an the sky. for ‘rétired
C ristians. .
jod is reproducmg lhmaclf‘
| “Behold; what manner.of love the
Fadher hath bestowed upon us, that
we should be..called the sons~of.
" God ... Beloved, now are we the '
sons of God and [\\ould you believe

.\.Nf.'

"

““but™] it doth not yer appear what'

“we shall be {we're, not born yet. just .
begatten]: but we ®know [do we?)
‘that, when he shall.appear. we sha#!
be like him; for we shall see hlm as he
is” (IJohn 3:1-2). L e
What ‘is Jesus going 1o be Jike
when He comes back to this carth?
A meuphdric. allegorical, mythical
“Son of God"—or a real. spiritual.

" all- powerful,’ actual Son of God?

You gucsscd it:: The latter is correct.
Now if He is like that, and we are

" going to be like He is—what do, you

suppose we will be like? ‘

*Let this mind be in you. which
was also in Christ Jesus™ (Phil. 2:5).
“Whereby are given unto us ex-
ceeding great and pyecious promisgs.
Jbeyond the scope of humgn imagi-
uion]: thav by these ve, might be
pariakers of .the divine. nature”
(Il Pet. 1:4). T [Jesus-say$] will’
make them [people. human beings) -
' to come and worship before thy feer”
(Rev. 3.9). Now. vou knhow, and |
know. and God commands that
only God Himself is worthy of wor- “
ship! S i

There .is only one mescapablc
conclusion. | :

If we are to be ghangcd from
physical to' spiritual- and not just
any ordinary spiritual: but by and
into.the Spirit ‘of God; if what we
are taught by Jesus is true, and we
are to: pray~"Our I-M}lc*r i
heaven ...": if He really. 15 sur
Father and not ‘just His Father; if
we are (to be) Hissons; if we are 10
-share the Father’s and the Son's
glory and be onte as they are one: *f

“we are o inherit etérnal life; if we

are to partake of the divine nature:
if we are to be just like Jesus niow is:
if we are to have the complete mind
of Chirist in us; if we are (o bc,}\gor :
thy "of worship-then ... we MUST
BeCOME Gup!

glasphcmy?
o!

Just the “unbelievable™ truth of
your Bible! .
. Believe it or nol. “Ye are Gods” -
it just dbemuhov?ycl' .
And when you become God's own
born son, what will -you do? Will
God equip you with eternal life, His
own Spirit, glory.. power . . . just .to
sit around on clouds and pluck &\ ~
harp? What do Gods po? What

(Conum(e(t 0 age 29)

3 oo Ky . . 'l-u
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1A March we ran an artjcle entitled
“A People Who ‘Can’t Afford’ To -
Tithe;” by Garner Ted Armstrong. In

this issue we are devoting the “What .

Our Readers Say™ settion to letters
rom members of the Worldwide

- Church of God who have commented

on their personal experiences with
tithing. We thought you'd find their
comments interesting . and encour-

. aging—perhaps even inspiring! If you »
have an interesting story to tell con- -

cerning vour experienice with tithing,
we'd be glad 10 hear from you.

Daughter Flnd"Mon;y T

We have just completed our sixth year
“as members of God’s Church. We have
received many blessings since we
started 1o tithe, but one is very special
and we'd like to tell you about it

Our daughter was returning from a
friend's house when she spotted a roll of
money on. the sidewalk.. When she
counted 1t there wére eleven $100 bills.

Wecalled thé police, who took the money

and Kept it for thfeemonths. Atthe end of
this umé they wotsfied us that no one had
claimed it, 5o we could keep it.

’ a Mr. and Mes. D.T,
Edmonton, Alberta, C an,ada

Man Wins Two Prizes

-About ‘mine months ago, I decided o ~

send. in a $50 special offering. A few
weeks later one of our local banks be-
gan adverusing free promotional gifis
and a chance to win a $25 gift ceruficate’
for opening a ficw savings account. Be--
cayse 07 my very thrfty nature, | took
advantage of thus opportunity and ciyose
1 pocket caleulator-ag my gift. 1 also
reluctantly (1 -can eount. previous win-
nings onone fager) Wwak the-ume to fill
out one of their caupons for the daity -
drawing. YouWould have seen my sur-
prisc whea 1 &ned a fetter (rom the
#ank the following week informing me-
that [ was a $25 wapncr! But-don’t go
away yet; the story is only, half over.
Upon picking up my prize, I less reluc-
tantly deposiled another coupon on be-
half of my littie boy. I've already tipped
you off as to the outcome. Another $25

* winner! said lightning doesn't
strike“fwice in the same place? Qnly a
fele short weeks after sending an-offer-

ing for the Work. our great God re-
turned my-$50 1o me. To be completely
candid, tic $50 .offcring at the time
wasn't a real hardship. If it were, my
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hunch is that God would have returned

‘my $50 with interest. .
‘ T Gary H,,

Nonfinancial Blessings -~

The blessings we received because of®

tithing " were  not necessarily -financial.

Sometimes it is necessary to sacrifice the
- material to obey God’s Word. God do

bless the tithe-payer.

‘Death overtook my husband after 48
days in the surgicgl intensive-care ugjt,
leaving me totally disabled and with
‘only Social Secunity for income. After

the funeral the bills started coming in, .

amounting to over $35,000. Under our
health-insurance plan, which we had
through my husband’s work for the past
17 years. [ would have been in debt for
20 percent of the $35,000. But just 117
days before, the board of directors had
-changed the insurance coverage, so 'l

paid only a standard deductible of 5295\

The insurance paid’ everything over
that, up to one million dollars. 1 know

God worked this miracle after 17 years.
-to protect me, just as He has always
done in all. my necessities of life. -
. Name withheld,

" Missouti

Instant Return -

When | started to tithe in carnest. some-
thing happened that | wik never forget.
I sent in my first tithe hefore anytiing
was taken out. The following Sunday
night 1 foupd S)QOO lying where hun-
dreds of people ‘could see it, but it was
only to be scen by me. If you tithe you
»will be blessed.

Harry B..

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Embarrasaed by So Much

Since | started to tithe about three years
ago, my salary has jumped almost 63

percent. In onc of those years | received )

& bonus amounting to over 160 percent
of my base salary at that time. My life-
style has improved to the extent that
_now | have all the material things I

could possibly want, and to a ceglain -

degree 1 feel somewhat embarrassed in
front-of other people, including those in
the Church, because of 2 multithde of
physical posscssions.

Y ) William K., -

London, England

..o Camillus, New Yorks,

.
Mrs. Merle C., =,
. Irving, Texas=y

Widow Protected from Debt -

“Terrible” Attitude Changes

* As soon as weileained we shoydd tithe. |
asked God to make sure He fed my
family, as 1 was giving™up “all this
money.” My attitude. was terrible
toward tithing. But now, uzl years later,
we have a new car, moneyNn thg bank.
both our ddughters maggied in the
Church, my mother attending for the
very first time last Week.. hundreds of
friends, happiness beyond words, faith
beyond words, etc., etc. -

Moltie K..

¢ Sideup. England
Uncle Sam Comes Through - ©
Several years ago, I received an income-

- 4ax rebate for $50. Knowing had | not
received it I would get along 'withdut it.
tdecided to send if to Pasadena.-Then,
human nature being what it is, [ thought

“ why not wait and put it in a thter-offer-

“ing? Then another thought occurred:

Why wait? The money is needed pow.- .

So_‘before¥ could change my mind, |

endorsed the check and mailed’it. Sev- -

eral months later, [ received a eall from
th&8ocial Security office, telling m« to

te down. They said they had some
“gdod news for me. | wastéd no time
getting there, and they gave me a cliéak
for over $600. After tithing on this. my
sister and 1 went 0 England for the
Festival of Tabernacles and met. breth-
ren from 91‘!(3:) atries. This is just one of
the many_proofs that you can¥ olitgive
God. e

Ca[rie~Y..

o Springfield, Virgima
Ly " Pay Raise Fallows Tithe

When | first heard what the Bible said
and contrasted it with what I had been
taught sall my life, I was shocked. |
learned jabout tithing and, after many

.months of consideration, studying and -

reading, Y decided to tithe. On payday
during my lunch hour, | cashed my pay-
clieck and went directly to the post of-
fice add made a money order for ten
_percegy ol py-wages. When | got.back
to work after lunch. the boss called me
into his office and complimented me on
the wotk 1 was doing and gave me a
raise for more than the ten percent |
had just sent, and also told me that | did
not have to come in for work on Satur-
days anymore. | was very, very 'sur-
prised to say the least.

’ ¢ e “wes Name withheld,

i Canada |

Success Story | ,
Ini 1973, when 1 first began tithing faith-
fully.and regularly to God's Church, we
*only bad an annual income of $4300.
This was right after | was severely hurt
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N -,
on my job in 197¢ and was out bf work ™

for a'year and a
long story short, while on disability
(benefits. of only $87. 30 per week) we
started a small busmcss.-whlch we never
" thought much would &ver come of Af-

- .ter about six months of; tithing, one of,

our suppliers, from whom we were only
purchasing maybe: $250Q0 per ycar.
trusted us’ with.over Sl“35000 of mer-
chandise on an open-account basis to
sell and pay back at oniy'5 percent in-
terest, a rate unheard ‘of, This.led to
more and more in tithgs- and offerings
until in "1976 we: haye given pver
$12,000 to' the ‘Church. My wife and "l
-are dedicating- our lives and financial

If! Well, o' muke a » “Back-in the

Momy Inherited .

‘40s we were scndmg
money to various Wganizations who'
were on radio at thetime. It was about
this fime that we had started to hear
, Mr. Arms(rong and decided we would
send the money to him instead. This

- was before we weretassociated with the

Chnrch But we were bfcssed for tith-
mg ‘and. giving even ‘then. After we~
were bapnzed we started giving more

~ and_ made several loans-to the Work. as R
_we had a. little money - saved. So we

were blessed even mord.- Then after a
“few years. we _ decided to cancel the
loanand let the Church have the

. resources to the Work in <his last- ditchw, Woney. Well, it was not long after this

effort, and hope we can expand” our
buuncss and give 4 contribution of
$100.000 to the Work in 1977. We wnll
- help get the broadcast on the air more,
and more Plain Triths in more loca-
“tions. | am not praying to God¢just to -
‘increase our gan, but each.and every
" membar's business, so we can Jall_con-
.iribute more." We are praying “that we
can_keep our goal in.mind and not let
-the increased amount of money ?go to
our heads
Name wnhhcld
California

Ptomollon Comes trom God

Last Jupe | decided 10 g0 out into the 1

“big world of business” as a nurse’s
k,mdc My children were all in school,

and | wanied 10 do something. “big™! I -

“got a ]ob ‘at a oursing home w working
part time. ln December the” owner
-stated he was looking his employees
over, as he had room’ for a promotion
for one person. | discussed it with’ God
and applieqfor the promotion. Wonder
of wonders, the owners chose me—gave
mg the promotion, and a raise~and af-
ter three months I'm €0 receive another
raisc after “proving” myself. I'm in
charge of this new program—have one
employe¢ under me and will have an-
other soor. | had been working the 3-to-
Ll shift-now | work 8 w 4 Monday
through Friday. Great, huh? You see, in
my discussion with God I gently “r
minded” Him of the uthes and oﬂ”cnngs
He's prompted me 0 give back-and

. now 1 needed Him o help me get that
promotion over women who had worked
there for years. He hstened, and ycted
fast. By the way. at the year's end the

owners of the home gave out bpnuses. .

Employees that had worked there for 10
or 15 years reccived $15 or $25-1 re-
ceived $50 und had only worked there

dince Juné. Talk about God being on
His children’s side! He's the greatest!

ame withheld,

. Lt Nebraska
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that we received ‘money from an estate.
The more we give the more we were

bl”“d iR * Namewnhheld.
o ... Kansas

:‘"40 - t;.-'

: lf you would . like to. know more
~--about ihe blessings of gzvmg, please
request our brand-new booklet en-
stgtled Your Best lnvestment. -This
free pubhcanon also ‘contains_a
Study of. the subject of tithing. To
obtain " your copy. please use, rhe

. coupon on: back cover. 0O
LA .

(Continued from-page 27) . 2
“does our Father.have 'in mind to
keep us busy, joyfully, eternally pro-’
ductive?- And if.God is eventually *
going to save the great majority of
mankind anyway, why bother ag)ut
- it now?

Moses knew the answers 1o these
questions—do you? Read them .in
the nextissue! 0O

(To Be Continued)

= &

RECOMMENDED READING

Several ol our’ bookiets provdg the
needed background to enable you to
befter. comprghend this senes .of arti-
cies. Pleasefvrite for the tollowing Iiter:
atuca Why Were You Born?, Just What
ou Mean~Bam Agam” After
th—Then What?. What Is the Re-’
ward of the Saved?, “Is This_the Only
" Day of Salvation?"* “Who Was Jesus?”’
and “'When a Man From Space Visited
Earth.” All of these publicatons are
provided .lree of chatge by the mem-
- bership of the Wortdwm~cnurch ol
God, a6 well ds by ourco:-workers and
Agends. -

:

. ]

. true .,CHURCH (Gal.

tion as Jesus was (Rom.

'(fONVERSION

(Contmued from page !0)

| have {0* WONDER how many pre-
fcssmg Chrislians have actually' ex- *
perienced the recetving of God’s gift

) .pf the Holy Spirit? How MANY, bé-

‘cause, of Satan’s dccepnve. er-

roneous teachings, have only seen

enough of the truth to say: “I $ee;
this TRUTH. | ani 50 GOOD—s0 RIGH<

'Tsous—that I want the truth, so I'll 7 -

join this church.” Yes, HOW MANY? .
How many have accepted thev ' |
truth—or what they suppgse to be
the tuth—in their, own nghtcous-

"pess? 'l"hey have -net as yet even

really repented;’ never .MADE THE
FIRST INITIAL START,Of (he first ex-
pencnce OfCOHVCl'Sl()Il

s.gonal otmouoly Spmt i

But back to our companson.or anal-
ogy of. human begettal and devel-
opmeni and birth, ln.the human
mother. a life:starts_ds _merely an

. embryo; as small as a; tiny pin point.

Most (ruly ‘converted Christians

.start comparatively- SMALL SPIRITU-

ALLY, But the embryp, nourished on

.|~ physical food. from the mother. de--
"velops'and grows. and- after three

months develops into a fetus. A
spinal €ord- has developed. a-head.

{.arms and fegs. Gradually other
" parts of the physical body develop.

After niné months a new human is’

" ready, for birtht-delivery from the

mother’s womb. - :

So once we are [MPR'EGNATED—
giveén immortal \hfe——gwen Gop- -
lifg—by the receiving of the Hory

SPIRIT from th¢ very body and per-_
. son.of God, we dre begotten sons of
-.God nourished on spiritual food

through the mother of us all—the
4:26, Heb
12:22- 23), until BORN by a resyrrec-
1:4). We
shall then be composed of‘spnut But
we must have .GROWN in this life to * -
a point where, once "BOgN of God,
we.CANNOT sin (I John 3:9).

Yes. you 'see God is REPRODUC-
ING HIMSELF."'W¢ can become As He
1s! But it requires 4 BEGETTAL (thé
experience  of receiving the Holy
Spirit), a period of spiritual gesta-
tion, and a final BIRTH, when we
shall B Spirit (John 3:6; Phil.
3:21). O
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he ancient Incas consideréd the | $2, 000 an ounce.: (Hospnals and | found in botk producls is smigll (1'6
plant from which it was taken to | pharmacies canzbu Vy the drug legally | to 25 percear cafféine. in Lafin
be divine. An early ‘tweniiéth- | as an anestheti¢ Tor $31.50 an ‘| American coffee! .65 ta 1.25 pcxccp(
centiry” German yser exclaimed: | ounce—which givés an idea of the | cocaine in coca). Becjuse of ‘such
“God is a.substance!” And-a con-+| possible profits on the black mar- | low levels &f concentration, chc\vmé
temporary American user said-of its ket) To be able to distribute the the coch! leaf .is™ not - ocmsldcred a
effect: “You feel like *Adam,, and" drug gratis among friends at social | “dangerous-drug abusc‘ by, many
God is bloy lng life mto your nos- . occ.auon.«. is lhougp( 1o be a sure | vdrug experw. allhough bolh the' Bo-
trits.” Y sign of success; - the Chl(.‘ way to. |, livian and Peruvman governmcnls
The- dlvmc drug S0 ardcntly Te- flaunt’ one's. affluerice is o proffer . ,have tried to cut: - consumpition in ",
vered is u)c.;me one of nature’s.| the ‘coke for inheling (a “snort”) | lhcrrooumnes -with little suu:eks, T
most powerful stimulants. Used and {5 through amightly rolled $100 bill.
vencrgt)cd by~the Andean Indians |’ The drug so desired. famong '"F“‘“"'d""ﬁw"dpw
_for 3,000 years, cocaine: has ac- today’s decadent rich m derived '(.ocan.ne bcumc a problem dmg al’«
-quired hundreds' of thousands of {:from’ the leaves Of the coca bush, [ ter it,was isolited-and u)nwn(rdled
modern devotees yr North America | grown principally in the uplands of, | from the leal7a fegt dC(.‘l)mplIthd n. .
_ dnd Europe in ‘the last few years. 1t | Bolivia and Peru. For centuries the | 1865 by-the German physician Al: °
- hds fostered a billion-dollar industry Indians of the Addean regions in | bert Niemann. In- +1884 Sigmund ° -
in-the black marketof ._illicil yugs. Soulh America have chewed the+| F reudiread sbout-the use. of cocaine
. : : T _leaf for the stimulant and appetiter | (o ineregse the staniina af some Ba- .
s'f“" Orug - . " depressant effects .that facilitate | variafi/soldiérs during traiging ma-
Cocaine is often talled the “mari- | heavy labor and long treks. Some, | neuvers. He' promptly proturt;d a
juana of the rich” or the “cham- | writers compare ! the consumptionof .| supply of the drug for éxpEriments
pagne of drisgs.” This is because the | cocaine in this form g the Western | on padients and himselfs There fol-*
well-to-do are often the only ones { habit of drinking coftee (which con- lowed a flurr§ of papers on his use
who can afford to buy it illegally at | tains the stimulant dtug caffeine) to | of cocaine oitreat morphine depeq-
the champagnc prices of $1,000 to | stay alert. The amount of drug | dence, depression and fatiguc.
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.« jumped on the bandwagon and con- .

Freud termed these reports a “Song
of Praise”—so-high was his initial
-opinion of the drug.

But  his rapturous . relationship
with .the drug soon soured. True,
cocaine didn’t build significant tol-
erance. (That is, it didn’t require es-
calating doses with regular usage (o

achieve the same high as did mor- .

. phine) And it didn't lead to’ ex-
cruciating withdrawdt symptoms (as

_weid morphine). But Freud, and

other contemporarics working with
the drug, observed that a strong psy-
chic dependence often developed in
many users. Thé drug’s high only
lasted 15 to 20 minutes. after which

the user sank back io a depressed -

slate—a state which now seemed
- worse when contrasted to the fleet-
ng drug-induced high. This strongly

motivated him to repéat the dose-

frequently to restore the euphoria.
Repeated doses eventually®led to
toxic psychosis- hallucinations,
paranoia. ewc. Prolonged snorting
also resulted 1n deterioration of the
’ mucous membranes and septum.

+ Freud pubhshcd his last defense
of‘;he drug in July 1887 and shortly
thereafter discontinued use of the
drug personally and professionally.
Though he ‘never developed a de-
pendence for cocaine. it is said he
had to undergo three operations to
repair-the damage to his nose.

“The Real Thing"

The research into cocdine by Freud
and others contributed to a small
boom in the pseudo-medical and
nonmedicinal use of the drug at the
close “of the nineteenth century.
Makers of patent medicines quickly

cocted scores of potions containing
the drug. Cocaine was the “real

> thing" in Gbea-Cola until 1903.-A
wine conlalmpg coca extract, called

“Vin Marigna,” was Reartily drunk
, and endorsed by such notables as
Pope-Leo XIII, President William
McKinley, Anatole France and
Thomats Edison. "€h a per capita
- basis, «ocdine used in’ America in
“the. fmd 1890s was considerably

greate fghan it is today because

it was found in the* cold drink, was
- the ﬁ%remcdy for* hay fever
and seemed like one of the
miraclesgrugs,” says' Dr, ‘David

.. B Musto, associate profes_gmr of
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. than 50 years old.”

i

psychnatry and hlstory at Yale.

But coacaine was rapldly Acquiring
a bad nawe, and in- 1922 the U.S."
Congress\gyrohibited “most impori
tation of ‘¢oca leavessand cocaine,
thus driving it underground. The act
3lso destroyed legitimate medical
research on the drug. Consequently,
a deficiency of knowledge about the
drug exists to this day. “The medical
and scientific community have ap-
palingly little information [today]
about the effects of cocaing,* lament
Lester | Gripspoon and: James B.
Bakalar, coauthors of a new ‘book
on the drug, Cocaine: A’ Drug and
Its Social Evolution. “The clinical
literature is sparse. and mosﬂy more

Though cocaine was rednscovercd
during the hippie rebeilion ofrthe
60s. it has been only in the_ past
couple of years that a really h&gvy
trade in the drug-has developed. -
Federal agents seized only [6:4
pounds in 1964. That grew- 10 96. §in .
1968, 407 in 1971 and'1,232.in l97§
But they have been interceptipg -.
only a minute fraction of the illegal
drug coming into the UnitedStates. - -

Comparing Cancer to Pneumogja

True to tform for today’s decadent -

-culture. what started out as a drug-

induced thrill has become. in some
circles, a crusade for personal free-
dom. The inevitable call has gone
out to decriminalize cocaine, Propo-
nents argue that “it’s safer than al-
cohol "and herown™; “cocaine is as
harmless as coffee™; “we allow:and
promote the use of other psy-
choactive agents (such as caffeine,
tobacco. alcohol, tranquilizers, etc.),
so why not coke?” And so forth.
Many of the slogans and argu-
ments made bn cocaine’s behalf are
misteading and irresponsible. To
compare the. relative mecits or
demerity of vdrious psychoactive
drugs 15 (o obscure the central fact
that no drug is perfectly safe. All
drugs have undesirable side effects.
IC’s true that cocaine doesn’t have
same of the dramatic side effects of,
such drugs as, say, heroin or am-
plictamines. . But cocaine presents
.hazards to mind and body in jts own' -
right. To. compare it with heroin is,
in the' words of one drug enforce-

' ment official, “like comparing can-..

q‘.

To_ further exacerbate: the debate,
opponents of cocaine are often
blinded by certain misconceptions—
or just plain. ignorance—and issue-
misleading and “irresponsible state-
“ments of their ‘own. They: seem to
forget that each culture. sanctions
the .use of certain psythoactive
drugs. Those Whoidecry the,_corrb-
sion of the natiohdl fiber through
psychoactive drugs often use sev-
eral—usually ajcohol, tobacco and
coffee-themselves!.

The current rage. for co_camc must
be placed in the contéxt of the d;u
revolution of the. past decdde. An

that revolution m“ turn must be .

placed in the context.of {he recrea”
tional use of psychoacuve ‘drugs by

almost every culture down throagh

history. The issues are tOmplex and -

there are no easy ansWers fot coun-' 37"
tries that are wrestling” With, the ~ -,

problem of . which mmdlaltcnng
drugs should - be SaﬂthOLlCd ahd -

¥ .whichshould be taboo. For'&n qver- 5! -

“.all 100k at today's drug problv;m
“write for your free copy af: ourboek
let:The Dagemma of Drugs

- From’ booze to hash; from. ;
‘caffelne to heroin, mind-al- -
-'taring drugs have become & :-
way-of life.. Nearly everyone .

- needs a “Tix'~for pleasure, _’

" fof escape, or'just to keep.™
* gaing. If you'd-like to know -
‘more about drug. use, its -
*'banefits and dangers, write -
“vtor -The- Dilemrha of Drugs. .

ﬁt‘s free—just return the cous

pon on the bapk cover .

cer to pneumonia.’ “

L e g . -
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> UNDERWATER AIR BUBBLES THAT DON'TBURST: Arg

'.- roneta aquadtica shows how it's possible for a IQWIy spider {0.3
"“",spe'nd» practically its entire existence suamerged in shallow

o ponds and streams. In the photo at right, Argyrdpetd is com-

- & fortably ensconced inside its y’iy domicile with its abdomen

> " Ycenter of its breathing apparatus) surrounded by air. In the
phato above, Argyroneta is shown perched next to'his under- ¢+
water lair, clutching his portable air supply or “aqualung”

along with recently cdptured prey. Note how the larger air
+ bubble is.anchored with a network of silken strands. Spiders
- eat, breed, and raise youug inside their bubbles.

2 L
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RV “la
|1emly and stcalthdy e hungrx skln dlver. his portable air--
s brea.t}ung equ.lpmch( sccuncly at;aéh’;d nched along. A suspi-
gious. movement. in the-'witer ahead ‘Suddenly arrested his
attentior. Quickly he lunged (dward‘the spot.ef the disturbance and
‘came y- with"his.’prey—an m&\-lon,g £UpRy. more than enough
for a” si.}lpLuougmedl back at hissubmerged diving bell. -
Lloyd, Bridges or Jacques Cousteau he’s not. But he's kgen atit a
ot lnngcmhm‘,gny of hlS ‘hurman counterparts. He' sbh roneta
" aquaticd, an alr-beé‘al ider who spends most of his life sub-
merged in >hallow pon:cfs;an;tﬁ’f Eangd Europe and Asia. From the
 day e leay & the epg. AFgviohy .ahd swimming with a tiny
Sooair buhhl‘ovan‘uchc to his abdomeh. i }i(s air. >upply is de-
pleted. "he. will viSe to'the surface. firmly “gids dwncw bubble:
- betwgen his legs’ and abdomen,.and quickly resubnfei’%g This air-
‘gathering tevhmigue also comes in handy when Argyronea decides
W Build hus undegwater home. He-first begins by spinning a silk
Cannp\ that & anchored, to various roots and twigs akagy the bot-
tom. Then Argvroneta will surface. do. his air- ga(hcrﬁg routine,
retirh and release his bibble under the canopy. After 4 nyniber of
such trips his canopy will be sufﬁcncmly inflated to'form a comtort-
abl¢ urderwater air bell: € space is avallablc Argvronera may-even
construct two separate bells- one as a summer residence and. the
other_for a winter home” During mating geason, male and female
SPIdLFSJ’lld) even-build a silken tunnel (o\rllk “honeymoon™ betls.
After ferulization, the female will then jnsta\] an upper story in hers
1o et us a brood chamber. When the-young spiders- hatch _they will
gnaw through the canopy that covers.the chamb‘x&:nd set out with
tuny air bubbles o explore their !‘dsszpung upderWater world. ~ ~
Since spiders don’t come cquxpped with, gills, itAvoudd seem the .
last place one would attempt to survive would be underwuter! And .
cven assuning wn some mritlion-10-one fong shot that spiders on land
sfound uw ypderwsier éxistende mere comfdytables the problems ¢,
they would flave 1 overcome in adapting themselves'to it would be
staggering. How, for instance, would they learn 10 use portable
aqualungs and submerged diving bells complete - with silken

CUnORIGy. anchor. lipes and brood chdmben” Frumans, ¢ven with
“theyr sdpenior intelhgence. had been. unable: to master similar tech-
aiqués ‘until comparativély recent times. "With their {intited in-
telligenice, can 1t doeshit - 'scem reasonable that spiders could have
stumbled on such-sophisticated submarine survival stmtcgncs on
therr own? Boesn’t.the behavior of Argyroneid aquaticd cry out for
the existence of a higher creative intelligence who knowa what it
tukes to nfake a successful cight-legged skin diver?

Destgn in nature 1s one-of the great attributes of all creation. Qur
tree booklet A ’I‘heon'for the Birds takes a look at the marvels of, ,
bird tiighi. Why not write for your free copy? (Plc.rsc use wupon on,
the back cover of thns’magazlne ) D‘ .

",

Jane Burton — Bruce Coemar
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has Ia«d on him the mlquny of us
] (isa. 53:4-6).

R Peter-2 21»24 also confirms’ tha!
€hast was" guiltiess: *'Christ also
suffere$d far you, leaving-you an ex-
. ample, that you-should follow in his
‘steps..H& committed nd -sin; .no

.." guile was found on his ps. .. He’
himself bore our sinis in his body on
the tree that we might die to sin

k and lives t& rightgousness. "
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{ What goes the Bible say
aboul having pigrced ears for
. - c : . eamngs? ) teel -l should know what .
' WQ ]ny’[e you, our feaders' o' God reveal that each human lhdl- i . God tHinks of this kind of thing -be-

send in your questioiis on bib- vidual has @ "guardian angel.” "’ " forelde a?mmngnh Afomy ,
. LT . . onymMous,
lically' oriented pmphetic - A Bolsey Idaho

doctrinal, historical, and’ Q'“Y,odr-'booklei ‘The Re*at A O
. Christian-living tOpics While : Jesus’ was very convincing €x-". "A '" 0O 'Tes(ament Israel. hav-
we cannol promise .that all ".Cceptfor one point How do we know - iag ong’s Bar “bored through
‘questions will be answefed.in 1o didnotsinin any ay?” - .with'ah awl’, was-a ceremony Car-

print,’ we. will try t6. cover afk. .. 7~ LWS. . .sied put o undcate that a slave

bondon England -  wished to"remann with a particular

those that-ate of gé al. inter-, : W )
et 2 space pg”")"ﬁ’s " Gond A To sin 1516 “ment the death: + “master for e (seg’Exodus 21 56
- vo dali o th - ; penaﬁty ’(Romans 6:93—""the angd’ Deutdroriomy.15 12-17) Since
your.quéstions o the “PP'O' . ‘ Yy custorri-was ‘hafided down. by

priate address Iisledontfle in- wages of SIN IS, death”) it Jesus .

. iae iont cow o o" Xhe " hatd Sihred. M. Would have had o Ggp» s obvu\ous there 1s no proht:
v [, care. Lo ef for-His 0 wn’st “and thbmt'ore - bifion, .againsg the act ot ear-pierc-

", cqaid Aot havé” digd -Yos. aﬁyone [ing- It-1s vecordgd, thal ancrent
1

S elsed! He Cde no; haye‘nﬁen ur - ls:eellles wor-earmndy (Gene 35 4.
..r. .

|J le‘d m Mauhew i,& 'LO N ! ‘ E;d:}sﬁhsaﬁ ?2r ':::"P :3!‘ - Ieut:h)
Taka heed that ye desmse nm ) " & Bible’ creany 18];5 us ihé' ?ck oﬂeyanptpa ?30 ; av; HIE o ake *
bna of these itile ones, for | say ungd, -~ NOf 08 5 He ttie; Samor ‘bul, thaf Itn&dqé s§ 4 H.?LH ,ve); .spe
gou; That in neaveq” their a'n?als do"’ Heé. dehnme]y e oGt sy Hebirews-, N9 ys e but s -
aMays Behold. the tace ¢t my! ffalher,n Y ‘5 slal i3 that He ‘}!és uﬁ'evefy 'tsmel Seﬂfs (See Ezek | .
&hych-"is 10 heaven ' is:this” \aﬁv i HESEG] «émmw as wé aue’_ '("- s ". " 4fe" CoNsideny ear- piex | p

s!"ymg that. God's people have wrtm%u'{,sm kiesuccesstuﬂy

guardcan aqgRls watchlng %)ver m;BT agam b_yv callmg aut to Go;d’lhe
D prqtectmg them an

Fe

X n eqecﬁ (seie-HebreWs AN
4 M“‘f“”o" C’qlovado’ ff ' Thougfiy Jestjs was smles.s{ giam ‘
. fThe Bible é{ue‘s nQa spec,m- selt. i wgs, Go,('!rexpteas Wl 1an"
A call;‘mdnc,a{e {hatveligtivand. 5 LHe veeiiivey det..uor - dw u o £
ﬁ\fét‘y Chne.han has “a’ guarqtan,an “XSaviol P Fyqv ouf g,ake he fade hib .
gd wajching over him” I, thee ¥ Ver-" 0 be! sin wher Kfrew no'sit. 5o l'ha\iy "0' ,&plflmul "J“@ dar-piercing 1s no-
589, Jegusywas specmu{\ly !ege(a}ng e Ty, s, might become thg | 1gh-: Wh?{e Coa:\demnédsm &he B'b'e
10 *Ittlg, childfen-(Sbe vorses 1:4) - t@ou“sne’ss phGod i cor 5219 1 s S 2
Beeause Ol the. vulnowbquy ot s ;

Mgl {lsaify e fNO;{hel foretold’ Firs, "W whhe meamng ot | Tim-
chyidren: tﬁem Jack ot w‘stjom and: e.Acnm.é, Su(ély he hbs porne our - PO'W)“’?G”Wha! .was the ‘due
abiy m\ure\ tpr,,mémselvea Gkt - g;\el.s 4nd carpiea our sorrows vt ‘W' 'Ji’eﬂh(m@ﬁmem?

o may proud ’s.pectal ptmerheh_re >"~ wé. ebleemed him Atncken, smcﬂe'{ra . ; 4D,
7 e cnuﬂmn_gxpeqe}\g\e s iiig.ahd: . sby God fane aﬂtyomd But he was <~ Colte ! *P",“_“'d“"“ C“"“’"““

chance SV I AR wo@ndt{d f(an()ururansgmaanons e 5-6°(RSV) reads

= .Ghd e omx.ue.',m At'si . waﬁnrumed for dur Mnquities, u;)on. : . '«F qf there. #--one God, and

a{e “mpmétem Bney - s !oﬂh% shuns.wag the chasiisement lhql : merku{ or\mﬂpqna”lor between God

“10 SEAVE ?aosﬁ who "are.to" e, maqu us WNOlE. aqd With s stripes anid’men; Y rhart, Ghnst - Jesus,

: .moé‘,: of; s*%nugn (F‘ieo‘ 1 {4 sdn T we dre- healed., A, w@ ke sheepd 'who. dnyq mmselt‘cqs a ransom for

#s9. Ps 35 ]i) »But .Jloym;ue 0€s hhve‘*ggne 'dstmy \.. and the Lord « aIL ‘!he\ jestgmoqy o which was

-t
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bome at-the proper time {'due time’
in the ng James Version]."”

Most commentators express the
opinion that this phrase tits in with
Paul's teeling, expressed else-
where, that Christ's life and death
occlirred at the proper time in world
history a§ determined by God (see
Titus 1.3..Gal. 4 4; Eph- 1:10, Rom
"5:6). Paul may also hay
mind - the tulfiliment
prophecies 1n the Oid Testamem
" which needed fultii
cihc pont In hnstory Although the
Gredk of this verse 1s somewhat dit-
ficult (the word translated “"time’" is
" actually. in the piural), thé identical
expression occurs in | Timothy 6:15
‘where the fransiation “at the. proper
time’’ is probabie

3

- “"What do ‘God and the Bible

have ‘to say about labor ’

umons?

Gevorge E.,
Baltimore. Maryland

. These organizations are not

mentioned in Scnipture; since
they are a rather recent historical

development in the ndustnalized -

world The Bible does. however, |
have much to say about how em-
ployers and employees should treat
each other (see | Tim, 6 1-2; Col.
3 22-24. Eph 6 5-9: Lev
25 43, 46, 53) Perhaps the ques-.
ton in your mind 1s. “Should a
Christian jain a labor union?"
Sometimes ‘the only way a person
- can work In a certain tield is to join
Such a union We have to remem-
ber that this 1s not God's world (see
Rev' 12 9) Yet Christians have to
tunction 1 this wotid in order ta get
the gospel out and to sustain théir
“own livelihood.
Romans 13 t‘gars oh the subject.
“Let every soul be sub;ect ufito the J
higher powérs Fbr there is ‘no .
power byt of God. the pow_ets that
be are ordained of God. ...". For this -
cause pay ye tibute aISQ . «Ren-
der therefore td& all their dues: lrma
ute to whom tribute is due; custom
to whom custom; fear to whom fear;
honour to whom honour" (verses

1. 6-7). Based on these principlés .
we may-concludérthat it would riot

be wrong for a Christian to belon‘g

The PLAIN TRUTH qgr\e 1977

- Hole in me Btble g, Paulr
+.-ing that pe had preached to virtually*’

to a labor union. Unions are at least
a de facto part of Western eco-
nomic systems and are usuaily
sanclioned “by governments. Paul
recognized that Christians must
work within “the system'. at times
(never disobeying a specific spiri-
tual law, of course) in order to be
able to earn a hviag or function et-
tectively within the community .

*‘F read your booklet ‘The Plain
"Truth About Christmas, and |
have a question: On page 12 it states
that the Christmas tree originated in
Babylon, and on page 17 it says that
the tree originated in Egypt Which is
correct?”’
Dons L.
Massapequa New Vork

Page 12 mentions that“the
‘‘real ongm*of<the Christmas
tree was ihe. -evergreen that sprang
up out of a dqad tree ‘stump, sym-~
bolizing the resurrection of the
dead Nimrod. while page 17 quotes

Frederick J. Haskins' a5 stating that *

“the- use of Chnstmas wreaths ‘is
believed by authorities to be trace-
able to the pagan cus'loms of deco-
rating buildings ang places ot
worship at the feast which took
place at the same ‘time-as Christ-
mas. The Christmas tree is from

Egypt. and.its ongin datés from a |

perlod long anternor to the Chnsuaq

era.” .
‘Although Haskins states rather
dogmatically that the Christmas tree
originated in Egypt, this custom,
like many elements of ancient reli
gion, may have been handed down
through several civilizations in vari-

ously modified forms’ Since Baby-/
‘lon predates Egypt.
.probably be safe to assdme that
-this’ particylar custom either devel-
oped . independently in' both cul-

(it would

tures .or was passed down to the
Egyptnans lrom Babyk)n *

"u‘_'Ffecvgntly‘ { tead an article

& w‘hioh gave examples of hyper-
mark-

everyone in Asia. "Also, the remark

about man becoming heir 10 ~all

, things’ in Habrews 2. Of course | can

\mders(and the emotional context in

which Paul -wrote, \lnd Isquppose
-

.

* was idiomatic,

J

every man is entitled to his context. .~
But hyperbole in any case does not,
upon its encounter, foster an attitude
of trembling at.the Word of God. It

fosters an attitude of taking every-

thing with a grain of sait.”
Jack R.,
Westleke Village, Califomla

The: Bibie is composed of
many books written at ditfer-
ent times to widely diverse au-
diences in many different literary
styles. Hyperbole is'oﬂr%nerary de-
vice used at times by sBme of the

“authors of Scripture to make vari-

ous points to those to-whom they
were wnting. Their readers under-
stood. that what they were saying
just as we under-
stand when people use such ex-
pressions im out day. We do not
take them literally or accuse them
of lying.

it we fry to-interpret certain pas-
. sages.in the Bible too literalistically,
" not taking into_account the idiosyn-
grasies of each - -original language,
we may lose sight of the intended

. meanlng Remember that hyperbole

is deliberate overstatement in erder
to get a point across.

You stated that hypErbole "tos-

. ters an attitude of taknng everything

with a. grain of salt.” WQuid. you
. rather God had inspired the Bible 10
be written without any skill or clev-

~erness, using no literaty devices

such as personification, simile,
metaphor, "and hyperbole? Would .
you rather .He had inspired His
Word without untraaslatable humor
(Phitentolt 10-11, RSV) or postic
imagery? .

One way around this dI"ICUHy 1S
to consult in up-to- date com- -
mentanes We opmtons ot expert
biblical schotars tamiiar with the
onginal.languages. Such reterence
works will usually acturately in-

- dicate which texts consist of poetry,

imagery. hyperbole, and so forth’
When ‘tigures of speech are in-
dicated, one should be careful
about usmg such texts as primary
“pr for- various doctrines or-
behefs For more information and
helpful guidelines on how to under-
stand and rightly apply God's Word,
write for the free booklet entitlied
How To Sfudy Ihe Bible. O
-f
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U.S. STATIONS

Eastermn Time
. ALIANV — Channel 10, WTEN-TV. 8:00 a.m

Ai"sl.Mﬂ’A — Channet 11, WXlA TV, 1030 a.m
un

SALTIMORE — Channel a wnrwrv 930
am Sun

nsuoo« — Channel §, wnm-w uoo am

un

BINGHAMTON, N.Y. — Channel 40, \mcz TV,
12 00 noon Sun

BIRMIRGHAM — Chennel 8, WBRC-TV. 9:30
am Sun »

CHARLESTON — Chahnel 2, WCBO-TV, 1230
pm Sun .

CINCINNATIN— Channel 5, WLWT-TV,
am Sun

COLUMBIA — Channel 18, WNOK-TV, 1000
am.Sun

DASVYON — Channel 4, WOTN-TV, 1130 am
. Sun

1130

EVANSVILLE — Channel 14, WFIE-TV.. 9:00
am Sun

FL;NT — Chaonel 12, WURT-TV, 10:30 a.m
un .

GREENVILLE, N.C. —
1030p m Sun

GREENVILLE, 8.C. — Channel 4, WFBC-TV.
93am Sun .

HUNTINGTON, W.V. — Chennel 13, WOWK-
TV.1030am Sun.

INDIANAPOLIS — Channel 4, WTTV-TV, 11:30
am Sat

MCKOO“VILL! ~— Channel . ll. WTLV-TV,
1230pm Sat

JOHNSON CITY — cm-d 1", WJHLTV
10:30 am Sun,

NEW YORK — cmmol 8, WOR-TV. Rotating
Scheduie

Channel 9, WNCT-TV,

PHILADELPHIA ~ Channel 17, WPHL- TV
1100 p.m Sun -

PORYLAND — Channel 8, WMTW-TV, 11 ao
a.m. Sun

PORTEMOUTH — cuuu 10,” WAVY.- -TV,
1100 a.m Sun.

PROVIDENCE — Channel 12, WPRI- w 12:00
noon Sat.

SALISBURY — Channel 16, WBOC-TV, 11.00
a.m. Sun

SOUTH BEND — Channal 22, WSBT-TV,
noon Sun. -

.4

12:00

| SPRINGFIELD — Channel 40, VIHVN-W R} 00

p.m. Sat,

STEUBENVILLE — Channel l. WETV.] ‘I’V 12‘00
noon Sun.

WASH(NO‘I’ON. D.C. — Channei 7, WAI.’
am. Sun

1 WILMINGTON — Wtﬁcfw r.-oo

u@onSun

conhl Tlan
ABiLENE. cu-ul 12, KTXS.T4. 530 pm

AL!XANDNA - M $. KALB-TV, '10:00
am Sun. -

AMARILLO - Channel 19, 'KFOA-TV. 11:30 |

am Sun

BEAUMONT — Channel 12, KDMTTV 1200
noon Sun ™

BISMARCK — Chennel §, KFYR-TV,
» noon Sat

CHICAGO — Channal &4 WSNS-TV. 9:30 p.m’
un

CORPUS CHAIST! — Channel 3, KIll-TV. 10:00

12:00

nosmm — Channel 18, WOHN-TV, 030..!“
un

FARGO — Chenndl 11, KTHI-TV, 12 noon Sun

"é SMITH < Chennel 6, KFSM-TV, 12:00 p.m.
at.

i nswo'am —~ Channel 11, KTVT-TV, 1:30 p.m.

GARDEN CITY — Channet " nou)-'rv 1:30
pm Sun.

GREAT BEND — Channel 2, KCKT-TV 1:30
pm Sun

HATTIESBURG — Channel 7, WDAM-TV 12:00
noon Sun

u%unou ~— Channel 30, KHTV-TV, m am.

at . .

HUNTSVILLE — Channel 48, WYUR:-TV, 5:30

p.m. Sun !

KANSAS CITY — Channel 4, WDAF-TV, 12:30
p.m Sun

KEARNEY = oou-u‘s.xum-rv tzaopm'

LUBBOCK — M 11, KCED-TV, |200
noonSun
\.UFKIN — Channel 9, KTREW 10:3Q p.m.
Sun. -
lchOK Channel 8, KO“OvTV +:30 pm
un

MERIDIAN — Chemnel 11, WTOK-TV. 10:00
am Sun

UIDLAND’—‘ Chennat 2, KMID-W 1200 noon’

Uglﬂ.! M&WKRG-W HSOCM
o un

MONTGOMERY — Channel 32, WKAR-TV, 330
p.m. Sun

NEW ORLEANS — MC.WWLTV '1'00
a.m. Sun.

NORTH PLATTE — MI.KNOPW 630
p.m. Mon.

OXLANOMA CITY — Chammel 6, KOCO-TV.
||30nm Sun.

OHANA Channel &, WOWT-TV, 5:00 pm

nsoau M 18, WRAU-TV, 10 30 ot
un

mmron — Channid 8, KTAI,.-W ‘2‘00

-wicmu — Chansiol 3, KARD-TV, 430 p.m.

SACRAMENTO — Chanael 13, KOVR-TV. 11 00°
< a.m Sun.

uou w'v -~ Chonnel 14, ‘KMEG-TV,
am Sun. .

SPAINGRELD, WO, — cnmn KMTC-TV.
30 am. Sun -

SPRINGMELD, K. Chianet 'R, WICS-TV.
1230 p.m. Sat. .

nsuu:u eun-c o.“kceuw 100 pm

mn cmtr. xrs&w t!oouoon

YU’P.II.O ~ Chamnel 9, www ™. 500 p.m

TYLER — Channed 7, KLTV-TV. 1030 p.m Sun

mcumruu MO.MUZ‘I’V 230»
pm&l .

: ~
uoynuln‘ Time

BOISE — Channei 6, KIVI-TV. 1100 am Sun

GREAT FALLE — Channel S.—KFBB-TV 930
am Sun.

MILES. CITY < CMnnd 3, KYUSTV
a.m. Sun

mrcmu.so.
p.m Sun

m::c.o—ms,xoujw_ 1230 pm |

n%lm\?!u — Channei 4, KBIM-TV, 1000 a m

10:30

chumdl KXON-TV. 8:00

SALT LAKE CITY — Channel 5, KSL-TV, 1230
p.m. Sat
ngctou Channel 9, KGUN-TV, ll:an
un
—

Pacific Time
-ANCHORAGE — Channel 13, KIMO—TV 11-30
a.m. Sun.

cngco Channel 12 KHSL-TV.. ‘030 am
un

FAIRBANKS — Channel 11, KTVF-TV, 500
p m. Sat.

HONOLULYU ~— Chennal 2, KHON-TV, 10:00
a.m.Sun.

LOS ANGELES — Channel 9, KHJ-TV. 10:00
p.m Sun

PORTLAND — Channel 12, KPTV-TV,
am. Sat.

RENO — Channel 2, KTVN-TV, 3:00 p.m. Sat.

11:00

SALINAS

— Channel 8, KSBW-TV, 9:30 a.m
Sun. ’

CANADIAN STATIONS

Nmandlmd Time.
SAINT JOKN'S — Chaanel 8, CJON-TV. 1:00
f.m. Sun.
lel.‘:“ = Channel §, CJCH-TY. 2:00 p.m.
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HONC‘I'ON N:B. — Channgl 2, CKCW-TV, 200
p.m. Sun

.VSDNEV ~— Channel 4, CJCB-TV. 2:00 p.m,

. Eastern Time
i BARRIE -~ Channel 3, CKVA-TV, 12:00 p.m.
un

KINGSTON — Ghannel 11, CKWS-TV, 12:00
haon Sat

| NONTNEAL—CMNM‘I! CFCF-TV, 5:30 p#.
Sun

NORTH BAY — Channel 4, CHNB-TV. 1 pm.
Sun RN

PETERBOROUGN — Channel 12, CHEX-TV,
1230 p.m Sat

QUEBEC CITY — Channe! 5, CKMI-TV, 12:00
noon Sun

SAULT STE. MARIE — Channel 2, CJIC-TV.
9 30am Sat

SUDBURY — Channel 9, CKNC-TV, 100 p.m.
Sun

p.m Sun
Tluul“s—cw‘. CFCL-TV, 1:00 p.m.

Central Time
IRSANDO“ Ohlnn.lS.CKXTV l2300m
un
REGINA — Channel 2, CKCK-TV, 12 ngon Sun.
ﬁAsSKATOON ~ Channel 8, CFQC-TV, 12 noon

11:1Sp.m Sun
WlsNNlPEG -_ M 7, CKY-TV, 12 noon
un
V%RKTON — Channel 3, CKOS-TV, 12 noon’
un.
14

. Mountairy Time
' CALGARY — Channe s, m»'cu,w 400 pom.

Sun.

HONTO“ M l. CFRN-TV. 11:00.
a.m. Sun. *
LLOYOMINSTER -Mz. CKSA“N 9:30
1~ am. Sun.

~

- Pacific Tlm

MWSON CREEK — Channel s, CJDGJV 530
p.m. Sun

. am.Sun.
VICTONA Channel 8, CHEK-TV, !u%m

vmnsuon
WHTV-TV, TOOpm Sun.

s

P

sible time or day.
’donotu new smlom or dganou

THUNDER BAY — Channel 4, chtnv’ 1:30

SWIiFT CURRENT — Channel 5, curs,#v'

vmcoovn-cwa cnmw 11:30: .

SE - Channels 2, 4, 5, 7, t.u.z :

P!uu check your local, Nw\m tor poa-
changes, -

Garner ed Armstr‘nng

- GOMMENTARY

| Now expandmg to your area

v -

Garuer Ted Armstrong, long known for his lucid,

provocative, and insightful COmmentanes on con-

" temporary. world events, can now be ‘seen and

heard on many additional stations throughout the
United States and Canada. In fact, Garner Ted Arm-
strong's five-minute radio commentaries are being

" broadcast on so many new stations, we are not able

to provide a listing in this lssue We suggest you
check your local radio™

and TV listings for pro-*

grams in- your area,

or write directly to

- Garner Ted Armstrong,

Pasadena, CA 91123’
for an updated world- 3
wide Radio/TV Log. -




15 JESUS GOD'?

(Commuedﬁ‘om page 3) -

", ‘The person of the Godhead who

is our REDEEMER .is Jesus Christ.

. John 4:42 contains this: “They said
_ to the woman, ‘It is no-longer be-
. cause of your words-that we believe,

for we have heard for eurselves, and

we know that this is indeed the SAV--

0r of the world.”” “But our com-

~‘monwealth is in heaven,.and from it .

we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ™ (Phil. 3:20). Read also Titus
2:10-14 and Luke 1:68-69. -

That Jesus..the Savior, is YHVH.
See Isaiah 49:7 and lIsaiah 60:16.
where He -YHVH-is "also *‘the
Mighty’ One of Jacob.” To be oF

Jacob meaus a son, or descendant of

Jacob--the Mighty One of all Ja-
cob’s chdren. Also in [saiah 48:17,
YHVH is called the Redeemer, and
-the Holy One of Israel~the One of
JIsrael who. s holy! The same is ex-

pressed in Isaiah 43:14: “Thus-says .
_the Lord. your Redéemer, the Holy

One aof lsrael... " Also note the

_next vecse (15) YHVH s Israel's »

"Holy One. Creator of Israel, Israel’s
King. Now notice in Acts 3:J4-15

" that the € hnsl who was denied was

the same *“'HOLY ONE"—YHVH!

“But’ye denied the Holy and ngh-'

teous Oue ...the Prince of life”
(Panin). Scc also Acts 227 and
Mark 1 24 ’

‘Christ Was David's ’
Shopherd

Who was David's shepherd’ (Psdlm'

23:1)

~ In John 10:11, Jesus said He was ~
the Shepherd. Open your Bibles

also to Hebrews 13:20: “Now mgay

. the God of peace - who -brought
again from the dead our Lord Jesus,.

-the great shepherd of the sheep. ..."”
-Compare this text with I Peter 2:24-
25, which says: “For you were
straying like sheep, but have now
returned to the bhepherd and
Guardian of your souls.” We also
read” “Tend the flock o1 God that is
your charge, not by constraint but
willingly, not for shameful gain but
eagerly, not as domineering over
thaose in your charge but being ex-

amples to the flock. And when the .

chief Shepherd is .manifested you

3@ ¢

wnll obtain the unfadmg crown of

‘glory™ 1 Peter 5:2-4, RSV).

. It is' JEsus CHRisT who is coming
again in person as KING of kings to

"| rule,’and to RESTORE. In:Revelation
" 19:13 John writes: “He is clad in a | .
robe dipped in blood, and. the name .

by which he is.calléd is The Word of

. God.” “From ‘his mouth issues a’

sharp sword with which to smite the

.nations, and he wlll rule them \\qth a

reeEAs il '_._j Y _uzﬂ-g L SF

‘The Eternal - Fathor is a Per-

son, and is God. Jesus Christ
is a different Person and Is.
God. They are two separate:
and individual Persons. The

- Father Is Supremé Heay—the |
Lawgiver. Christ is the Word |

—the divine Squo,smalp- :

SRS Tael Do T a0l USSR
“rod of iron; he will .tread the wine [
‘press of the fury of the wrath of |
'God the AIm\gmy (verse 13, RSV).

And again in Reveldtion 17:14 John
“writes: " They will make war on the

Lamb, and the Lamb [Christ] will
conquer- them, for heis Lord of |

lords. and King.of kings. and those
with him are called and chosen dnd
faithful.” The Great Shepherd-who

-is coming to RULE as King over all

kings 1s YHVH. “And ye' my flock,
the flock of my -pasture, are men.
and [ am your (od, saith the Eter-
nal”=YHVH or Christ! See Ezekiel
34:11,30-31.-

cah 4:1-47 ‘It shdll come to

pass ... that the mountain [King- |

dom| of the YHVH’s house shall be

established 1n the top of the moun- |

tains [kingdoms}" -ruling the world.

“And he [YHVH- Christ] shall’

judge among the nalions, and shall
rebuke many people,” dnd lhcn
they shall have PEACE

ln almost every OId Testament

"passage, the Lokd YHVH-the

Eternal—is Jesus Chnst. Clearly,
Jesus is the God of. thc Old Testa-
ment.

~

" Summary "

God is-not merely.one Person. God
is a divine Faniily-only one Fam-

- ily=but more_than one divine Per:

son. Jesug Christ spoke of His divine
Father as Gob.-Jesus said He was

the Son’ of God. (Matt. 27:43; Jobn |

- Now notice lsmah 244 And Mi- {1
' »';-ch do you. deﬂne the word’

" religious belief? A ‘‘born-

I the'back cov-.

10:36). Jesus is called God in He-
brews 18 und elsewhere. All the
holy angels are commanded to wor-
ship Jesus (Heb. 1:6)—and none but
God may be worshiped.

The Eternal Father is a Person,
and is God. Jesus Christ is a differ-
ent Person and is God. They are two
separate and individual Persons
(Rev. 4:2; 5:1,6-7). The Father is ’
Supreme Head of the God Family.
—the Lawgiver. Christ is.the Word

_~—the divine Spokesman. -

So God is presently a Family. of

“wo Persons ~ God the Father,and . '

Jesus Christ the Son. And the won-
derful truth ‘is ‘that human beings
may be born into- thi§ same. ONE"

“God Family as distinct, separate

Personatittes—by-» resurrection ffom

the déad. Jesus Christ was the FIRST-

‘born of many brethrén (Rom. 8:29)
—having ‘been born again when .

God the  Fathier resurrected - Him -

“from the dead (Rom. 1:4). The thor-

ough degils of these awe- inspiring
Bible truths afe freely given in ouf
booklet. Just. What Do You Mean—

Born. Again? Write for your free.

copy. 'O

couvmou_"

conversion? -An adoption ot

again' experience? Contrary
:-t0 popudar. ballef, the Bible | -
" teaches that there is more to -,
conversion than a singular-
?'m\t a onée-time change. In
a-booklet Just What Do You
- Mean—Conversion? Herbert .
‘Armutrong supplies valuable
-insights on the sub]ect
“Request your
-fra@ copy- by .
“returning the .
.coupon. -on

" erofthis mag-
g;lm. )
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b,yStanleyR Rader

Tha aumar accampanias Plain
Truth Editor-in-Chigf - Herbert
W, Armstrong on his frequent
v(sds with "heads. of state-and
- ather leading mrematlonal dig- }

. short percod of time- Mrs Gandhi
; would see the light and would

A-_m’tarlas L

i igast March some aoo ono 000
‘voters of: the. targest democracy
in the, world cast their. votes

ip- was overthrown n a free

fuied India with an iron hand. Vis-
'y"upset by increased criticismy

ion, . M“rs Gandhi : ‘suspended

clared: a state. of emergéncy. it

ime: . that democracy was
doomed.. -

‘As'the s@te éf emergency con-
ljmed throughout 1975 and all of
976 Mrs. Gandhi defended her
positlon by claiming that only: a
handful. of malcontents-were con-

rnad -about the Suspension of
damocratic procedure. -

:"othemembers of the, media, and
_parficularly severe with toreign
‘>ournalasts. Mr. Armslreng -and |
g were. unable to visit Indja. sinte
the state af emergency had. been
declared Havirig developed. many
- glose friendships over the years
wv,lh.the Indian peopie and ‘their
. Igadars,. we were walching- care-

on” that . troubled _subcontinant

and, for- the” first time'. in the -
history of the world, a. dictator-

coming from her -political- opposi- -

seqmed o most observers at that

: glven ta her politi
-mény of whom had been jailed’ by .

Since Mrs: Gandhi's regime:
ad-beert.hard on 1ournalists and .

s Thus. lhe democrauc pt
. has broughi to an end the'incrad-.
- ible: political dynasty fhat -ha

> a8S

~shaped-India’s -destiny ever ‘sinca

its independence 30 years ago. .
What lies ahead for India ‘e

. mains. fo be- sean. A few years

end her declared state of emer:.

- gency, which appeared to -mast:
_observers 1o have been-instituted

to save her political -caree(. -We
were: pamcularly concerned with

‘India’s further shift toward the left
"and to- the Soviet spheré of in-
fiuence and with. -Mrs? Gandhi’s
_consostem antn-Amencan am~

tudes.”

-+ We were not alone theretore
- in being surpnsed to learn that

Mrs.- Gandhl 'would permit an

_election in what séemed to be an

unnecGSSary political risk on her
pan But perhaps she had simply

»underes!tmated the discontent

dver her leadership, her efforts. to

" pave the way for her 30-year-old
most of the civil liberties &f the
country in. June. 1975 and - de-.

son Samay to be her. political
successor, and perhaps first and -

-foremost, her ‘policy -of birtk ‘con-

trot-and forced stenllzatuon of:
males.’ Perhaps the Mmere two-
months' notice . ¢ the' alections -
| -Opposition--

Mrs.. Gandhj—was’ cepgeived by
her as. inadaquate to allow an ef-

_fective oampalgn agamst her anct
. her party.-

in any evant. Mrs. Gandht op«
ted. for an etection, and more
than 300.000,000 indians; some
thrae—quanérs of whom were:-illit--
erate, found their way 10 the bal-
lot: boxes anqt cast their.
rasounding vote against Mr§. -
Gandhi and_hér political regime N
In_tact, Mrs. Gandhi failed to win
elaction m her own dlsluct and:
thus lost. even her own- pariia-

_mentary seat. Hor SOM Sanjay was
tully all‘of the events taking place-: - ’ a

ping. that wathm & m:on-bly; ice. !

- ments

‘in fecent years.

‘ Ago. when_we last met Mrs. Gain

dhi face; to face, she.stated em:.
phatically that she and her feilow :
.Indians ‘were .well aware that their-
country was confronted with’:
every. concaivable .problem that-;.
has plagued mankind in its troy-:
bled- history, but that India was' :
working-.as best it could to’ re-*:
solve or amehorate thosa condn .

Ations,

Unfohunétdy. under Mrs. Gan
dhi's - leadershlp, India did - no

. make the .kirid . of - progress that. A

had’ beeri hoped for in its fight:.”
against ‘poverty, disaase, illiter-
acy, ' unemployment, ‘famina, -‘
drought and overpopulatlon-—lust A
to ewofthewoesqia:.
much afﬂlcted .people.. Since -
1973, in fact, the condmon ot the

_peoples in_the developing counw

tries$, or the. so-called Third World, :
has not. unp(oved priryarily. ba-
. cause of the- ‘horrendous impact

_of worldwide infiation that has tol

towed the qxorbstant mcteasew in.
thef:ost of ehergy.” :

" {t-will take considerable time tor’
Mrs -Gandhi's succes$ors to form
‘a stable gavernment and to begin -
.coping with the problems  they-.-
have inherited. We hope that-our : o
.govemiment and ‘othar . govern-,*"“
yau do what is possible, fo -,

closa to lhe poople ot India, 1.
spite “their ‘govarnment's -policies - |
‘In addition
whenever. and wherever democ :
-fagy’ i3 .threatened, we too are
xhreatenod and whatever we can

. dolo shore up the foundations of - ;

the “largast democracy, in the':

world, will inure to the bbmm of

every American and evary|parson . - A

who: chérighes liberty ahd the
: atic
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(Contimned from page l)

a GOVERNMENT—HIS government,
with His constitution and LAws,

" Gagd's paws were— and are—a. WAY

- OF LIFE; the way of LOVE—outgoing.

.' concern for the welfare of others:
: the way ‘of peace, ha.rmony hclpmg
. serving, sharing. -

But the angels slnned (ll Pet, 2 4)

"Théy rebelled. rejected Goo's gov-

ernment, and adopted the way- of
GET, which is vanity, lust and greed,
jealousy amd envy., competition,
strife and violeace, resentment and
rebellion  against authority. This
brought disaster to the earth whngy

-these. angels U.)le‘ have develope
. and improved. [n six days God<'re-

newed the face Of the.earth™ (Psalm
104:30). prepared it for man.

‘God- ¢peated  humankind,, male
and female, to reprqduce andf bring
forth the human family,” made of

matter from the ground: made in
the image, fikeness (form and

,-stﬁpc) of Gob> HIMSELE; made for a
. special relationship with God: made

with the potential of being begatten
and BORN into the vcry GOD FAM-
CIRY. .

The first grcalcd man. Adam was
instrugted ‘in and offered, by per-

" sonal teaching directly from Goo:

- the GOVERNMENT Of GoD, which
Adam could huvpreslorcd to earth,
and he could have received the fan-
- tastic; awesome  potential of being
BORN INTQ THE GOD FAMILY, restor-

ing the WHOLE VAST ENDLESS UNI- °
vERst! But such a grand and

awesomie pokential could be possible
only in peace, harmony, working to- -

“gether with mutual CONCERN for
" ope anpther. and OBEDIENCE to the

guldmg)l,«ws oF GOb.

"Adam then also listened to the
former Lucifer, superarchangel RUL-
iNG -over thet sinning .angels—his’
-name now .clianged to Satan the
devil. Adam, for his: oftspring and
“the entire HUMAN FAMILY, rejected -
. God's goverament and gulddnce.
dhose 10 decide for himself-the way
. T0, GO, chost to decide, right from

wrong by eating. from the tree of

knowlcdge o( good and ev_[ and
thus cuT HIMSELF OFF from God.
Satan, powerful beyond hwman rec:

. -ognitiom an invisible ‘spirit, has dc-

ceived: the emndire human race.

 leading them wito the WAY- “of GET,

Upon Adam’s: rejection of God’ §
government..God adopted' a hands-

~ off policy, for 6,000 years. allowing

MAN 0. DEMONSTRATE that.the GET
‘way can lead only to trouble, evils,
-pain and sufféring, anguish., frustra-
. tion, contusion, failure and DEATH.
-God's* great PURPOSE i5 (0 build
into mankind His holy and righ-
teous' charadter, ‘so that man will
‘turn to the WAy of LOVE or GIVE,
and NEVER again turn to the WaY OF
" GET. o :

N

God is about to prove,
by 1,00Q years of.
. His rule under the
give philosophy:

only way to umversal
peace, happmess,
-success, deslrable

accompllshmeny
and well-being.

- «Part of God's MASTER PLAN for
workmg out His purpose was tq call
the nation ISRAEL. He called them
and delivered them out of Egyptian
SLAVERY, promised them that Hi$
WAY of LOVE and GIVE—the way of

His Laws and HIS GOVERNMENT— .

would aulomducally pay off: make
them the most prosperous, most suc--
«cessful, most blessed, most powerful,

most hdppy nation on.earth. Hence, 4 earth.

the marriage covenant that set’them
up as one of the world’s NATIONS.

But thgy clung to Satan’s way of
GET. God has allotted 6,000 years to
man for this experiment of PROVING
by huwn experience that the fruits
of th#Ger way result only in
total failure, appiness, dis-
content, anguih, sutTering and ,
death.

God sent Jgsus (‘hnst 0 carth
begotjen by  God Almighty, born
human of'a human mother. to pro-
_claim the (00D NEWS (gospel) of
" the KINGDOM OF Gob: the restora-
tion of thc GOVERNMENT OF GODto
earth—after the-6,000. years.. First,

however, Jesus, after living a pepfect

of love, that it is the _:|

sinless life, met and.conquered
Satan, and thus QUALIFIED 10 ‘re-
establish Gob's GOVERNMENT. Then
He called and taught His aposles in
the ANNOUNCEMENT. of the coming
KinGpoM OE Gop. 4nd He Himself
went forth announcing it.: The hu-

* manity of the Promised .Land of

. Israel of that day REJECTED His mes-
sage. rejected GOD'S GOVERNMENT—
as the angels had_done. 45 Adam
had done. They CRUCIFIED Jesus,

. who gave His sinless life in payment

for humdgp sins. God raised Him
from thc dead. making eternal life
possible for MaN. He ascended 1o
God’s -throné of the universe’ in
heaven. where He has been since as «
the HiGH PRIEST of those CALLED -
.out of humanfty to accept_His
WAY—His GOVERNMENT—10 REPENT '
of the GET way of sin. &nd to turn (o
God voluntarily, beseeching Him to .
develoﬁom them His holy and ngh—
teous charactér.
At the END of that 6.000 years,
God new’ the GET way of a man-
made, society swayed mvmbly by
Satan would bring man (& the brink
of cosmocide ~to the point where he .
could create the powers of MASS DE-
STRUCTION that"would blast all
human life fromv this planet! ~

At that time. the rgrciful Al- -
mighty Goorof LOVE willlintervene
at the very last minute; He will PREY
. VENT man from erasing all human-
ity from the earth; He will save
“mankind AL{VvE. He will send. Jesus
Christ in supreme almiglty power:
and glory to take ever and RULE
oveér all mankind—to oncé again re-
‘store the GOVERNMENT OF Gop, to |

Now back to ancient |SRAEL God

“gave them a SPECIAL CHANCE to live

under His GOVERNMENT. 2 by His
WAYS, in order to PROYE that those

~ways will bring success, prosperity, )

happiness, joy and’ abundance to -
any people.who will live that way. of
love. But Israel ¢AILED.

We reached by 133 the begin-
ning of the very gcnerauon during
which Christ will return-to reestab-
lish the government of God. That
_year—1933—God" conferred on me
“'the STAGGERING GREAT COMMISSION
‘10 take the GOOD NEWS--the AN
. NOUNCEMENT of the son'coming
KlNGD()&I oF Gob—to all the world _
for & witne ALL NAFIONS, just’
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”

“E;%foré* the END of to&ys civ:

ilization. built by a Satan- gunded
humanity.

Man has formed his ownN kind of -

governmems and sought.to GOVERN
HIMSELF, rejcumg GOD's RULE over
him. Today we'are in world tropble
greater than ¢ver before in human
‘history. Governmhents of men -are
being, ‘overthrown at the rate of one.
a month. Crimg has never. been so

great. Marriagé and famuly life are ~

falling apart. Sickness*and disease

and mental illfiess have reached the

highest poipt in humanity’s history.
And weapons of mass destruction
have been dculnpcd in the past 40
years' that cgn erase all human life
from the earth!

Now natice in Further prophcug:s )

-what Gov said ip giving' HOPE lo

. angient israel “and it -applies 10 *us

today: “Go and proclaim these
" words toward ‘the ‘norths and say.
Returp. thou backsliding [srael,

«saith the ETERNALand | will not °

‘cause mine anger to fall apon you:,
f6r 1 am merciful, saith jhc Eger-
. NaL, and | will a0t kug
ever. Only acknowledge thine in-
S iquity. ‘that thoughast teansgressed
against.the EvernaL thy God, and

hast scatteged thy ways . to (hc'

strangers under every geeen tree,

and ye have not obeyed my -voice.

‘saith the Erernat. Turn, O ‘back-

5 sliding children. sgith the ETERNAL;

——for [ am marrnied unto you: and |

‘will take you one of a city. and two -

“of a famtly and 1 will bring you_to

Zion [this is a prophecy for Our’,

TIME, afle thc U.S.. Bruain; etc.

" have gone into . yet future —soon-

-, t-odeur - captivity]? ARG 1 will give

you pastors according to mine hwl
" which shall feed you with knowl-
edge and undersfanding. ... At that
time they shalt Call Jerusalem the
T THRONE ©F THe ETERNAL; and ALl
the Nmumx shull be gathered. unto

" it, tenthé pame of the ETERNAL, (0 )

Jerusalem: neither shall they. walk
any more after the imagination™of
their evil heart [attitude of Get). In

- those duys«the house of Junam fthe

Jewish people] shall walk with the

house of Israel [the U.S.. Britain,

Canada, Australia, New Zealand.

- South  Africa. Western European

* nations) andecthey shall come’ to-
‘gether out of the lund of ihe north

to the land that I"have given forian

.
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' failure,

“idper for )

"fin #ye e DTS

. inheritance unto yOur f.uhers (Jer o

3:12-15. 17-18). R
God has & tremendous’ PURPOSE

He is fulfilling. For almost 6.000

years now, He has demonstrated: by
kcepmg hands off except in a few
. instances,necessa® for His purpose.
that Kumanity, REIECTING God’s
rule and GoD’s GOVERNMENT and
forming its owR go’\Iernmems under
the sway of (K¢ invisible and unreal-

tzgd Satan. IS INCAPABLE OF. GOV--

ERNING 1ITSELF; that living by the

self-centered GET way 1s NOT good

for us and brings only unhappiness.
suffering.  frustration, de-
struction and pDeatH. Now God is
about to PROVE. by: 1.000¢ years of
His RULE under the GIVE phnlosophy
of love. thay it is the ONLY way to

universal PEACE, happiness. success,,

DESIRABLE. “accomplishment, well-
. being and joyfulness.

" There is a REASON for toddy s tra-
. gic worldwide EvILs. There is a

CAUSE for every effect. That is_the

lesson the Creator God is’ leachmg~-

by 6.000 years of attual EXPERIENCE.

And through the-léssons mankind
is learning . by experiencing cause
and effect. God is DEVELOPING per-

- fect, holy-and nighteous CHARACTER

in human .beings - REPRODUCING

IMSELF - -making us His own very'

HILDREN, firially to bc"sonN into
the Goo +aMiLY!

‘Notice a little of the (.om) NEWS ..

».0f the world that will start in THIS,
VtRY GENERATION: “And thg
come forth a rod out of the's
Jesse ...
father, ovaing [)ayld of. Judah.
Dayid was the “stem™ that came put

m of
)

of Je%c Jesus Christ was a. deucn-‘ '
dant of David. and therefore is the'

i

ROD™ of this prophecy. In othér
words, “CHRist shall come forth.”
Contiguing. *. .. and a Branch shall
“grow out ol his roots.” The ™
of Jesse is Gob, and the “BRANCH"
that grew-out of His roots: therefore.
also is CHRIST (lau L1:1). Now ¢on-
tinuing in verses 2
of the E1eRNAL shall rest upon him
{Christ], the spirit of wisdom and
understandingy the spirit ol counsel
and might. the spurit of knowledge
and of the fear of the ETERNAL;
. shall make him of- quick under-,
standing in the fear of the EVERNAL:
and he shall not judge aftet the sight
\}f his eyes, neither reprove al’ler the

: shall .

Jesse .was’ the human:

roots™

-5: “And the spirit. .

and

hcd&mg of Ih&»qﬁr\ But with righ-
teousness shall he - !m‘ge%h: poor.
and reprove with ‘uity for the
micek of -the earth: and he shall
smite the earth with the-rod of his
mouth, and wigh the Bi@ith of his

- lips shall he stay ihe wicked. And

righteousness shall be the girdle of

his loins. qnd faithfulness lht. girdie

of his reins.”

This is speaking of. Christ as
KING of kings. RULER OF .THE
WORLD. restofing the GOVERNMENT

OF GoD to earth-yet in THIS |

PRESENT GENERATION. 1 is speaking
.of the seventh millennium since
Adam. following the Evit 6,000
years (0 END in our present genera-
tion.

Truly. we are in (hc vcry end

ti
) /“No“ continue the prophuv de-
scribing the thousand years SOON 0
start: “The wolf also shall dwell
- with the Iamb and the leopard shall

.__‘he down’ wnh the" kid™ and (he calf

and-the. young lion and the fatling
together: and a little child shall jead
them™ (verse 6). What a pnuure of

" PEACE and contentment- wild ani-

«mals tamed!

,‘ ~ Continue: “And the cow and the
» béar shall teed:- their young ones®
shall lie down, together: and the {jon.
shall eat straw lhdy] like the ox. And
the sycking child. shall play on the
hole of “the asp [a sovall” African
<obral. and the weaned child shall
put his hand on the cockatrice’ [ser-
pent'st dén. They shall not hurt nor

~ destroy in.all my hely mouptain: for
the garth shati be faill of the knowl-
cdgc ot thes Eternal ..." How
FULL2L, . as the walters cover the
sea. And in that day there shall be a

-t

4

root of esse (¢ hnst]"‘whuh shall =

stand for an.cnsign of thé’people: to
it [Christ] shall the Gentiles seek:
and his rest shall be glorious. And it
$hall come to pass in that day that
the ETeRNAL -shall set his” hand
. again lhc second time 1o recover the |

semnant of his p:;w . And: he ~.
bhdll set up. an ensign for the na-,

tions, and shall aSsemble the ovul-
casts of: Issael. amd gather logclhcr
. the dispersed -of Judah [the Jews]
“frém the four corners of the earth.
Thie envy also of EphYaim [Britain] .
shall depart, and the adversaries of
Ju@ah shall be cut off: Ephraim

", shall”’ nol envy Juddh and-»Judah

e




I3

shall not vex Ephranm (verses ‘7-
13).

Now continue in lsaiah, Lhdpter
12. Note the GOOD NEWS coming!
“And in that day theu shalt say. O
ETerNat. | will praise thee: though
thou wast angry with me. thing

_anger-is turned away, and thou

comlortedst me. Behold, God is my
salvation;_| will trust. and not beg

: : afraid: for the LR ETERNAL is my
mong he also is

-
.

-

AN

CA g et

&, .20 out from Jerysalem .

become my salvation. Therefore
WITH JOY shill ye draw water out of
the wells of salvation™ (verses' 1-3).
Thal v the ume God will set out to
“save” the world 5p|r|lually —-salva-
tion with cternaljlife!

. Continue in yerses 4-6: “And in

~that day shallsye say. Praise the

ETernat. call upon his name. de-
clare his doings among the people.
make menton that his name is ex-

T alted. SING unto the ETerNaL; for

he hath done excellent. lhln&\lhlb is
known 1m all the earth. Cry out and
SHOUT, thou inhabitant of Zion: for

gn?ﬂl\ the Holy One of Israel in the

midst of thee ™

In lsawah 14, spcakmg of an evil
human type of Satan at a time n.

the very ncar future: “He who
smote the people in wrath with a
continual stroke. he that ruled the

nations in anger, is persecuted. and.

none hindereth, THE WHOLE EARTH
IS AT REST. AND 15 QUIET: they break
forth into singig Yea, the fir trees

S crejoice at thee. and the cedars of

Lebanon. saying. Since thou art lawd
down no feller ys come up against
us” (verses 6-8).

Jusgone more Pmpse into the
wondertul WORLD TOMORRO W & 1o

very“begi At His uxmlng as
G of k’grﬁ) e, Chnsts “teet

shall stand in- that day upon the,

mount of Olives™ (Zech. 14:4).
““And 1t shall be wn that day. that
Jdiving waters [the Holy Spml| shall
. Apd ‘the
ETérNAL shall be king over all the
~Elrthe, .in that day shall ttu:rc bc one
Loxp, wnd*his name-ghe. .7 And

“ memyen shall dwell inou [JcrUsalcmL

0

and there shall be no more utter
destruction; but Jerusalem shall be
safely inhabited” (verses 8-9. 11).
Today we live in the ‘most. ter-
tifyingfme of human history. 1t will
get WORrse. Then God will step in.
Then PEACE shall come! CL_‘

* Many ndteds havg written::
) asking it have representatwas
in'their local areas to GOUASE
with“them personally .and o ar
swer their questions.-
. The answer is yos, we do. .
.- The Worldwide Church of God.
.- stations persenal representatives:
. {most are ordained ministers) in -
. the United States ‘and many -,
| ~Gther areas of the world. Thesq -
-~ local ministers, will- visit you, .
*“invited, direetly in your owr
- honie.

. o discussyor questions to " ask
,i-about biblicai topics such as ra-
pentance, baptism, etc., please .-
- leel tree to write to "us and.:
. request a- -private_appoiniment., ,
- Wotldwide mailing addresses are‘
js follows: -
United States; P.O. Box 111
Pasadena, California 91123
(Or simply dial this toll-free
aumber in the continental
U.S.: 1-800-423-4444. Read-
ars in California, Alaska and
. Hawaii may call 213-577-5225
- collect.) ’
United Kingdom, Europe; India -
and Africa: P.O. Box 111, St.
Albarts, Hers., England (Or
M this number in U.K.: Rad-
oL left (092 76] 2670.) X
-New Zealand and Pacific Isles
F:0. Bex, 2709, Auck
‘New Zealand (Or dial A
land 686-114—raverse the
chalfjes.)
& Australia: P.O, Box 202, Bur-
-~ lgigh Meads, dﬁeensland 4220
" (Or dial this number: 0756-35-
- 4233—reverse the charges.)
Canada: P.O. Box 44, Station
AVancouver, B.C. VBC 2M2
~South Africa: P.O. Box 1060,

this huiriber: 011-216406.)

Those residing in other areas

the world should see the inside
front covor for the. addtoss of our

So if you have spmtual maners

‘Jahannesburg 2000 (Or diat “}

g

b
RESURREC"ON

(Continued from page 13)

“méshroom cult” to a charlatan and
a fraud. the solid evidence of history
proves Jesus Christ of Nazareth
walked out of His tomb: that He is
alive today: that He is directly inter-
vening from time to time in human
affairs; that He is on a “countdown”
from heaven: that time is drawing
very near tor His return 1o this earth

when billians will finally be rORCED

1o believe! |
Neil Armstrong said that ht. Wiy’

" taking a giant step tor, mankind ~

when he walked on the surface of

“the moon. Yet Jesus took a bigger

step when he walked right through
that solid rock tomb. :

You. too, can step out of vour
grave in an instant of time when the
heavens are rentat the rewrn of
Jesus Ghrist. You.can.also take \nur
walk into clcrmkx sea,

If you're interesied. write lmnudl
ately ftor -our frge booklet After

Death - Then What? 1t could hg the
hlbgC\l sup of vour.lite! 7

(To Be Continued)

Deth takes
all the fun
out of life...

No one likes to think about
his own death. We'd like to
postpone it forever. The
apostle Paul called death
man's enemy—"'the last
enemy that shall be de-
stroyed.” Everyone hopes for
some kind of afterlife. For an
explanation of what the Bible
says on the subject, request
the free booklet, After Death,
Then What? Just return the
coupon on the back cover.

A FT ER -
DEATH ~

-then 5\4 Jar?
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OurEnergy Bingels Over!

mazingly énough, tﬁ:are are stll”
peopleswhd continue to main-

tain that the energy crisis 1s
merely atontnvance of the big oil
companies to drive up the price of
gasolme Such persd’nstre'use tQ
beheve that i dafion And i act,
the whote world, i1s contronted with
an emergency situation with regard
to dwindhng nonrenewable energy
supplies They retuse 1o believe this

S

. -
plentiful energy that Westerns sas
clety had so - blisstully enjoyed for
three decades.

Whether we admit it to ourselves

‘or Not, our energy |joyride is over. In
ethe‘ ys former U.S. Com-
mérce S c;etary Peter C. Peterson,
the days of cheap and easy energy

“'will be an era on which we will
look back -with' nostaigia. but no
amount of wistfulness and senti-

‘world is tinite” that there are no new ?nentalny will bring it back."

petroleum and natural gas deposits : -
. being buit up: within the garth*
today. They like. lo-believe we have

thousands of years of energy re-
serves left. instead of, in fact, com-
 paratively tew. iy

The view.of these people notwith-
standing. the energy cnsis I1s reat.
. The Western’ world has been on a

Many do not reafize. moreover,
that the energy,problem is*tar more
thari just one of exploration, of de-
velopment. of prices We are facing
a crisis In energy because of tunda-

- ‘mental Shortcomings built into the

three-décades-long energy binge.
and a massive hangover s just”

‘aboulto strike!| . ‘
Over “half ol the enerdy -that
Americans _and other ,Westerner’s

singlé sowrce—oi Since the end ot
World War lI. the consumption of oil
" by the Western world has rigen with
" reckless abandon. As far as energy

s ~.was concerned, we thought there

was no tomorrow * The hard r‘eahly
of the energy situation"didn’t reaily
~ dawn on most Amencans until they
were torced 10-begin waiting in end-
less lines tor their gasoline follow-
ing the Arab oil embargo af .
November 1973 That embargo

-:-(?Qnsmne so libefally comes from a

very tahrnc Qf our modern' society.
We are .
ergy-guzziing way of hite!

Just press a button. flip a switch,
turn a key. or push a lever, and
automaucaﬁy something Is buzzing.
hummmg or whmmg awa.y*bfénd-
érs, juicers. mixéls. eléctnc can
* openers . gatbage - disposals: etec-
lrpc razors and additional dozens ot
.apphances and conveniences
found ‘in most American homes

_today And. of course: there is that

“biggest ““loy’" of ale-our netticient,
‘gas-guzzing aut@mobile. tor which
we continue to’ import increasing
billions ot gations of odl.

4n the past 30 years. the world

" has consumed. mere power than

was used in-all of tustory before
.1940! With only six ‘percent of the

marked .a tugning point in the worlds pQpulation,, -America along,

course ern history, signaling

has ‘managed to congume a wail-

an end {o the days of cheap and . oping one-third of the world's an-
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jterally hooked on an en-.-

™

nual energy and mineral
production. To Americans today,-
power s not simply a luxury, it is a
vital necessity. We could not func-
_tion without it. We depend upon it
“ not only to run all of our electric
conveniences and to tuel our auto-
mobiles, but also to grow and dis-
tribute our food, heat and cool our
homes, and ignite the turnaces of
industry. We have literally become

slaves to energy.

- Compounding the problem most
of the major reserves of our primary
energy sourcg. oil. lie beneath the
sands of thé politically” volatile

_MiddleGast. As weaithy and pow- -

erful as the natlons of the West are,
they lie today at the mercy of a few
small, potentially . unstable states
which’ most Westerners couldn't
even pinpaoint an a map.

“One does not have to be a
prophet df doom,” states the Inter:
nationg Institute for Environmental
Aﬂatrs%‘to toresee the emergence
inthe not-too-distant future of polit-
ically dwisive competition among
high energy-consuming nations for
access to dwindling fuel supplies

. [or] even temptations to resort
to the use of torce to assure reliable
suppties of energy materials

And that's precisely the way

) 'thmgs arg going today. s
The solution to this mulutaceted

problem involves a total change
from top to bottom in society*itself'—
a change we have thus far relusqd
to make. Yet, for over four decades,
this magazine has_beer predichng
justSuch a change it has been pro—
-Aclaming a messhge of Hope for the
future, a way out of the snarled
mass of problems - besgtting the

_ earth today. To be sure, we are liv-

ing in a time of giobal social. eco-
nomic. palitical and ‘military. ¢haos.
of which the energy Gnsis 1s but @
part. But there's coming a riew, a
brighter, a difterent, and a totally
better world than the one we know

togay—a prosperous’; Jpeacetul, re-,
- structured World Tomorrow under

the government of Jesus Christ,
And that's good news!

But yntil then.;we may have,1o < «. . 5 ux.e]

learn some important lessons
through hard experience. O

t

-

. -
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READERS

With this issue, we begin a new fea-
wre—a Worldwide Update of the
many diverse activities of a unjque
Work. .Each month we hope o fa-
miliarize you with an organization
that Herbert: W. Armstrong has
often succinctly characterized  as
founded on the cthical principle of
giving rather than the all-too-preva-
lent one of getting.

It is singularly apropos that we -
“start this feature with the June issue,

for it was fifty years ago this month’

- that Mr. Armstrotg made a com-

mitment to lh;, new way of life that
this magazine proclaims. His com-
mitment came after an .agonizing

.six-month period of intensive study -

philosophical. reli-

gious and/moral arguments and

premisesfon which he previously
h estioningly built his life.
His wife Loma D). Armstrong had
made a statement about a teaching
of the Bible s‘al completely con-
- tradicted everything Mr. Agmstrong
had belicved and which con-.

(mdxucd the ledthmg'of mostv
XY Teligious dEnominatidhg,

3

fm-
“strong was‘angered into a dccp per-
sonal study of the Bible for the first .
time ip his hfe. in an eflort to prove
his wife wrong. -

But at the end of six months, Mr. .
LArmstrong had o admit that his.”
wife " was nghl' “And in the fudile

process of trying to prove her wrong
on one point, he also came to realize
that there was a wide dwcrgo.nu: on
many other points between what the
Bible said and what people thought
it'said. He wrestled in his conscience

with the dilemma of following thE"

ways of thé'world at large oraccept-
ing_and following the way. of lifg
he saw prescribed in the Word ol‘
GOd Tt R o

. N

a4

In June 1927, Mr. Armstrong’ac-
cepted God's way and was baptized.
Six years later, in -July. 1933, he
startéd a series of lectures that led to
the formation of this worldwide
Work. In January 1934, he started
broadcasting  regularly on yadio.
The response 1o the broadcast e-

sulted in The Plain Truth magaZine,

which made its "humble bow: to the

world on h,brudry F1934. . -
From he mmis(ry of onc man ’

and’ one_smalt wngrcgdmm, in the

>

" Willamette Valley of Oregon during, ‘

the depths of the Great- ‘Dgpressibn
has grown a Work of churches. col-
leges, publications and i charjtable
foundation that is worldwndc in
scope and impact. .

We' @opc you, .,wlll “find. this few,,
feature -interesting-and informative. .
We welcome questions and com-
pents about any of the-stories which
-appear in this feature.

‘MR. RRMSTRONG-
* SPEAKSTO. .
AFRICAN LEADERS

. -
On March 4, Herbert W. Arm-
strong addressed, the constitutionad
conference of Ndmlbld and a week -~
later, on March 21, spoke before the
parliament of the newly indepen-

~-dent Transkei.

The constitutional wnfcrcmc of
Namibia, called the Turnhalle after
the hall in which it.meets in the
capital city of Windhoek, is com-*
posed of cleven delegations from
dh¢ elgven . populdnon Erpupa that
make up the 800,000 inhabitants of

“*Namibia. They are forglng a consti-

»:,sand has helpé,

L

tutién for the country, scheduled to
receive its independence December
31. 1978. (The area has been a man-
dated territory of South Africa smu
World War L)

Over forty delegates and oﬂimals
were assembled for Mr. Armstr8ng’s
address. Dirk Mudge. conference
chairman, welcomed Mr. Arnistrong
and then introdueed ‘Stanley Rader,
who accompanies Mr. Armstrong on’
his frequent gravels.

<Mr. Rader compared the Turn-
halle to the conference that wrote
the U.S. Constitutipn nearly two
, centuries earlier. Afler recounting
the time. effort and dissension,in-
volved in formuldnng the new US.

A b e

it govcrnmént Y789 I3y &

‘independence). MY, Rade

L, sc:rqed@s«) the *pré%ess yo

~made here sm& the chnférence &
véned in Scpumbcr 1975 is rcmdrk
dblc in'my opinion. .

Cauu of Vlorla s

Mr Rader then introduced Mr.
Armstrong. He. noted. ““He has beerr,
called by leaders of somé nations a”,
‘builder of bridges between, pt..nplc\
g‘on more thad. one
occasion to bridge one nation W an-
other.”
During his address, Mr. Arm- |
strong used. the Bible as a reéference

point to delineate the causes for . °

many ojoday s:ills. He pointed out”
that, as"no world govemment can
exist without law, neither does the
government of God exist ‘without
law. “And the law of God is simply
I6Ve.” he said®“LovE is an outoing®
* congern for the good and welfare of
. o(hcrs dqual to thatfor youpelf
" He further summarized it a$ the w¢y
« ofglvmg versus the-way of getting.
Mr. Armstrong stated that from
“the very beginning almost, all.man-
_kind has rejected God's law. choos-
:+ ing to pursuedts own way: “This is
the backgrqund that has led’ up o
today and all of its evils.” .
Mr. Armstrong went®on (o say
that although conditions may get
worse in the short term, God will
intervene 10 prevent global suicide
and restore His way of pedce.
In conglusion, he wished the con-
ference well, but reminded them of
- their ‘great fesponsibility: “You are
going to be heéld accountable for the
responsnblluy And 1 say &)d help
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you i do the best job that can be
dong. It is my prayer that you will
suceeed.” . .

Mt Robert Fahey, director of
the Afnican Work who was prc\cn(
for the occasion, remarked: “Mr.
Armstrong may be 85 years old. but
his vowe was™ as strong and “full
as ever. Fhe message -was crystal
clear.™

Transkei Paruament

One week later, M. Arm\(mng ad-
- dressed the parliwment of the nation
of the Transker, which gained-us 1g-
dependence trom South Africa last
Octaber 260 About 230 parlia-
B mentrans gathered in U'mitata, the
capttal ¢ty to hear ume The format -
‘Was simdar o thatsn Namgbia, with

Mo Rader prefucing Mr Arm-
Atrong’s address with.an overview of
hsy travels und the organization that-,
sponsats his mesion Mr: Armatrong
spoke for abaut 25 muautes.. .
The o extraordinary \pt‘dkil']g
engagements wege hghhights of
thice-week speaking tour of xnulh-
ern Africa from Manh 10 o Apnl
.4 \uun} 4 hectid pace. Mro Agm- |
\!rnng met with aumerous gosvern-
-ment leaders and spoke over a
du/cn tmgs al banguets and meet-
mgsan the nations of South Atnca,
Nanubie the Transker, and Swaz-
land. . Amang the leaders he .met
were De Niolaas Diederichs, presi-
dent of South.Africa. on March (5.
legders ot the 'South Afrcan Parlia-.
‘ment on March 170 Pume Munuster”
Matyprimaand the cabinet of
7 Transken und King Sobbuza 1 ul‘
Swazih md on. Mauh 2¥. O
A WIDE ANGLE VIEW (rop. pbo!o),
* of déiega!es to the Turnkallé as they
hsten to Herbert W Armsr/ong speak
on March 14 The Turnhalle. com-
. prising representatives ol 11 _popu-
" lation groups. 1s drafting a constitu-,"
tion tor Namibia which 1s scheduled
"to recewe its independence Decem-
ber 31. 1978 Bottom photo Mr Arm-
strong autographs a copy of his book-
p i let The Plain Truth About Christmas
tor Or J Grayvensteyn. mayor ot Pre-
toria. South Africa, March 10 .The
mayor. a.Plain Truth reader asked
Mr Armstiong to sign the bookiet
at the same time he requested an.
autograph- of a Plain Truth article Mr

when the magaztne was in a lablo:d
formar e

-~
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Lo ¢ , ’ -
. 'What’s the driving force
. What is it that makes people marry . . . or stay married? For some, like the characters i'I]us,trated he'i"e'. '
- it might be the determination of one partner that gets and keeps it together. Oth&ys miight marry for
- love or physical attraction, but find they stay married for more mundane reasons—security (financial
° L ’ ' or emotional), social préssure, moral
d ' ‘ - _ obligations or ‘‘for the children.” In-
] : o L\ creasingly, though, as aftitudes change,
, . .

A ‘mary are discarding ma(rl’age for less
permanent arrangements. And. in afl

‘. B . ' i W ' ’ Y the furor, it's unlikely that many péeople
L e T G Z *d R\ have taken the time to discover the real’
fr. t . ) E - d

heart ¢f the issue. An important book-*

purpose ‘of marriage. It's entitled,
- Why Mavriage! Soon Obsolete?
- . e SO 4B To request your free copy,:just

N

coupon below.

Why
mARRIAGE /

Soon Ut *
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understanding of the meaning and , -
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