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'\, ~ Hopéfor the Future

0 you see a bright future ahead? For you” For
humanity? Personally. I do— and if you cgn join
me in saying that, you are one in a hundred
thousand!

Where is dny good news today? Where is any future to
be found in nations developing nuclea weapons which
can erase all human, animal and plant life from the earth?-
Where is any hope to be found in the wretchedness,
ignorance, poverly. squalor and filth in which more than
half the world's population lives? Where is anyJoyous
anticipation to be found in prosperous “have" nations
where sources of drinking water—the rivers.and lakes—are
being polluted. where the air we breathe-is being befouled,
the soil is worn out.and contaminated. and the foods are
being robbed of nutrition in food factories: where homes
and fagilics are being broken up, crime is rapidly
increasing, racial problems and violénce are erupting. and
sickness and mental disturbances multiplying? *

Where is happingss today? Sixty years ago. driving
along country roads in lowa, I saw and heard farmers
plowing behind tearhs of horses, singing happily as they
walked. Today. the farmers ride tractors - but where did
the singing and the happiness go?

Can we find encouraging reassurance for tomorrow on
university campuses where the leaders of tomorrow are .
consigning mordlnv/u the limbo-of-an outmoded past.
where suicides are on ghe increase, and where unproved
doctrines are being absorhed by impressionable minds?

Where do we find inspiration in the assertions of world
leaders and the so-called “greas’ who are” warnmg us that
we must adjust to a future of growing problems and .
dangers where (Riere are NO SOLUTIONS?

Well. for those who hold the above prcvulmg concepts, -
the future must indeed appear discouragingly bledk if
they take a look at it instead of kidding themselves into
assuming that by ignoring the dangers they will somehow
8O away.

There is a CAUSE for eveTy effect.

There is a ¢AUSE for the state of the 'world today. And
there has to be a caUsE that will produce the peaceful and
happy worlg tomorrow. There had to be a first cause for

3.

the very exispence of matter, of life, of forces and energies.
But today. it is considered “iintellectual™ to be willingly
IGNORANT of that. I have said before, that in the first two
centuries of the so-called Christian era, it was popular to
embrace gnosticism— meaning “we know.” But today. it is
popular to embrace agnosumsm meaning, “we don't
know—we are ignorant.’ Today ignorance is embraced
and labeled “knowledge.”

Is it IGNORANCE to recognize the facts of the great First
Cause who reveals the true cause of.all of today’s ills? Is it
wise, intellectual and knowledgeable to be deliberately—~
ignorant of basic facts and truth? ~ * v

There are two'main ways of life- two basic prmuplcs :
two fundamental philosophies. One is the way ol GIVING.
the other of GETTING. One is LOVE. the other LUst. One
believes 1t is more blessed to give than to receive. The
other insists that acquiring, taking, accumulating. through
the ways of competition. leads to progress and happiness

The one way 15 God-centered, the other 1s st F-centered.
The one accepts the goldcn rule the other says. “Do it to
others before they do it to you.” The one 1s the way of the
divine nature; the other. the way of human nature T'he
one is the way of humility; the other, of vanity.

This world  all civilizatian  this world's society - 1
based on the hosule. competitive, skl b-centered way. [Uhas
produced every wail of human woe. Itis the way that now -
threateps the extinction of kumanity

Thys all means one thing. Man. |mhuc.d with buman -
natute. s Stterly UNABLE Lo solve his problems. He can

y worsen problems and create new ones By the

Cknowledge™ and effortsof man, this world 1s duonud and

peless. . ,

Is tnere, then, n@thing 10 ive for? Is there no hope for
the tuture? Not wuﬁl‘:n the knowledge. the skills and
abilities of this world’s great minds. Of self-professed
“great” men, God says. "Professiig themselves to be wise;

they have become fools!™

But there emphatically s u boght future ahead! The -
world tomorrow - which Fhe Plain Truth proclaims- will
bring world peace. universal prosperity sumversal nght
cducatian, universal good health.(Continued on page 45)

. [
The PLAIN TRUTH December 1977




A very large segment of the population of the Western ;vor{d aitends
church on Sunday mornings. Why do they go? What do these churchgoers belieVe, and
why? The plain truth is a little shocking—and illuminating!

WHAT DO
CHURCHGOERS

othing 1s so aston-
ishing as the truth!
It as often stranger
thah ficion Most
people who attend
E A church regularly.
e . ™ O even  oecasion-
ally, would be really surpnsed of
they: should probe into their own

minds far enough to-wask why they:

go. and just what is their rehigious
behel and why? -

" Do You Know? .

- Ava baby, I was taken to church As
“agchdd. 1 was taken to Sunday
school and church 10 was a Quaker

" rchureh 1 attended ¢hurch-unul 1

was eighteen Thes 1 began attend
g the theater, athictic. eontests,
and dances instcad But ‘when we
were martied. my wife and | felt we
ought to attend church We looked
ofcr the churches o the general
arca’of our home, selected one that
was convement  and | respectable,
with a moderh building, a_friendly
.n)d pmwlubk pastor, .md mem-
bers we liked socially

But why dud we jomn? Way dld
we attend church? .
T Well, we just felt we ought to
thut's about all Ihd we stop-to ana®
lyze why we aught to attend church?
- Weli no We suppoed all people
2 A 3

by Herbert-W Arms‘trong

should atiend church, should they
not? Hasn't everybody always heard
that one should go to church? Tt
scems we had

Must people simply ‘assume, take
for granted. afd accept without
questiont what they've always heard.
Usually they don’t know why.

What Did W€ Believe?

Did we have a defimite religion? Re-

ficcung back, my answer would

have to be “No ™ How about you? _
‘What did we believe? Well, we

had no deep-rooted convictions We

behieved: of course, those things we
had most often heard in church We
supposed there was o heaven and a
hell an ever buraimg hell We be.
heved or supposed we did in the
ihmontahty of the soul We believed
n observing Sunday as the weekly

day of worship. in LL‘IL‘hldll"}.
Christmas. New Year's and Faster
From boyhood | had headd the pas.
tor talk about a tew weurd things, ot
names. that had absolutely no
mcaming 1o me “"Pentegost,”
“grace.” “Antich,” “sanctfication,”
“justificaton.” “dead in trespasses

and sins " Of course | knew all those

things came out of the Bible but
then, Lalways said [ just can’t un-
derstand the Bible.”

And, speaking ot the Bable, whit |

does the average churchgoer think
about the Bible? 1 yunk that in
those years | was typu'.?l of miany. It
was “the good book. 1 did. m a
way. regard it with a certain super-
stittous awe It was besond my com-
prehension Of cgurse | assumed
our church got its beliefs out of the
Bibte. The preacher .llﬂnl: could un-
denstand

Did 1 1ok on the Bible as “the
Word of God™ Well. yes, | suppose
s But then 1 never thought of it in
spectfic terms as the message. the
mnstruction of God. to give man the
explanation of what he i, why heirs
here. where he s, poing. how he

ought to live. and ‘how he can be

happy. prosperous and enjoy hife
more

Somchow religion was for Sunday
morning except that 1 had been
taught that ity protubitions lasted afl
day Sunday, It was sin 10 go 1o the
theater on Sunday and probabiy at

any e, sinee +t was n:b.ndcd as’

v.mldI' and it was a sin ever o
dance, smokc swear, or dnnk. Play-
ing cards was s, (00. Auide from 4
few suchi things, | had no idew what
my church believed

Except for a. few such church
teachings, rehgion was for Sunday
morming and had‘ no connécuion
whateser wath my hte ulhcnmss 8]
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course church *membership often
supplies 'a portion of one’s social
life, and many men attend to make
valuable business contacts.
Religion? Well, I'vaguely remem-
ered hearing that Adam was the
first man;“and that he sinned, and
“fell”—whatever that meant. As'a
result [ hazily conceived that life
was like a’one-way trip oy a train.
Because of Adam. the switch in the
track at the end of the line was
thrown to shoot us all down to hell.
So' I supposed we neceded to “get

saved,” although I had been taught -

that [ had a “birthright . member-
ship” in the church. so I guessed 1
* probably was already “saved”-at
least 1 don’t remember that I ever
worried about it. When' one ‘was
“saved,” the switch in the track at

the end of life’s journey was then -

thrown so that when oné got'to the
end of the line he would be.shot
instantly up to heaven: “to be with
the Lord in mansions abovc. * “over
the river,” or “on the other shoge,”
wherever all .that was. Anyway, it
was “up yonder” and when they

called the roll.l togk it for granted l

‘was goifg to be there.
And what" was my ldLA of Gud—

and of Chnst .md of “the devil?-

* Well, God wils One 1o fear.and be
appeased.’in a way and yet..if we
pleased Him. He could make things
break our way for us. If we faced a
frightful tragedy and possible’death,
crymng out to Him might save us.

But generally, Fthank 1 ratheg took it
for granlcd that God didn'?wan( us,

to be happy or eiyoy hfe- He cer-

tainly frowned on all worldly plea-

sures. Christ, however, was more

kind und loving - He was our Savior.

*Above all. nesther God nor Christ

were REAL 1o me- thc) were i real-
Lty “faroft "

No®& these ®ere not dgtuutc con-
crete beliets or det.p rooted  con-
victions They wére qust ethereal,
vigue assumptions [ never bavc
them deep, or speaific thought.

L Just twok them for granted, sﬂppos-
ing everybody believed rhese
Jhings My mund was focused on
the material interests Of the mo-
ment things closer o hand. As 1
said. . rehigion was stor Sunday. It
had no relavon” o or connection

with the rest-of hife as a whole - -y

school, fun, play, hobbies, and, as 17
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_What a “Bible Chiristian” Is Like

_nect.in-an orderly sequence.

_tonishment. “This is not what I've

—metrically contrary to the general
“teachings of the churches. | was

. good. Sbe had all the adswers and

assul\ung or lakm& for gmnlcd

- Voo a0 € oners Qoo -

grew older, business, phxlosophles
and beliefs.

But when I was 34 years of age, my |
religious nonchalance was rudely
Jolted. My wife and I were visiting®
my parents in Salem, Oregon, Mrs.
Armstrong returned from a visit
with one of my mother’s friends—a
neighbor. This woman seemed to be
a sort of “Bible Christian.” She had
handed her Bible to my wife and
asked her to read a certain passage
aloud. Then, without any comment
whatever, she asked my wife to turn
to another. passage and read it~
aloud—then another and another..
All these passages seemed to con-

. “Why!" exclaimed my wife in as- ,

alwdys been taught! Have | always
been led to believe just the opposite
of what the Bible udchu"

“Well, "don’t ask ‘me.” smiled n()r'
mother’s neighbor. “I didn’t #each.
you a-word. You just read it yourself
out ot the Biblé.”

- [Mrs. Armstronf<amé running to
te]l me what she had_discovered.
Sdddenly her religious belief had
been changed. To me. she had be-
come a religiols fanatic. What she
had read out of the Bible was dia-

angered. turious. Argument did no

right out of the Bible. This wasithe
inaident that Lhallmgcd and ang-
cred me nto the first real study ot
the Bible of all my life.
~ 1sad, “You can't tell me that all
these churches.are wrong. | know
they get whay they believe out of the
Bible!™ So lUcm\ed six months to
intensive, alnfost might-and-day re-
search and study to try (o find. in the
Bible. what | had béen taught-in
church I 100, was astounded to find
just the. .opposite. 1 obtained the -
eratur¢ of churches supportiag ther
beliefs 1 scarched the com-
myntunes, the lexigons, the . Bible
uluydnpedms I scarched out the ar-
guments of highet critrcism on these
Points. I ttaed my best 10 overthrow
my ‘wife’s new Brhle behiefs but
they definitely Were in the Bible.
Now 1, was no. longer carclessly

o g v e b

1

without question what I had heard

or what others-acceptec. I was prov-
ing what was true. And it was not
what I wantéd to accept. Rather, it
wounded my pride. It was humili-

ating. It was traumatic. It brought -

me to the most difficult decision of
my life—to admit not only that I had
been wrong—but o see my own self,
for the first time, as I really was—an
abhorrent, rebellious, vain human

who was guilty of sin and unworthy.

of.God’s grace and mercy and love.

It was a bitter decision—I now felt
my life was worthléss—but I told
God that if He could use such a
worthless life, | would give it to Him
in unconditional surrender. -.

At last, once [ swallowed my
pride, admitted defeat, was hum-
bled. had repented. and- accepted
the .Christ of the Bible-a different
Christ than I had previously pic-

tured—I had found the ftrue SOURCE

for belief. o

What a difference thefe is between
professed *“Christian” who are
churchgoers,-and true BisLe Chris-
tians! [ know that differ¢nce because
l have been both!

An Honest Approach
Regardless of whether one hasbeen

- angered into an honest study of the

Bible, as 1 was, or whether he has
never been to church or heard any-
thing else in the first place, regard-
less of WHY he looks into the Bible
for himself, he will find the same
thing there " that - found-if he is
honest and willing.

If a person born and reared on a
faraway uninhabited i1sland in mid-
ocean, who.had never heard any re-
ligious belief. had a Bible and was
able to read. he would be a -total
stranger (o many of the things | was
taught ™ church. He would see. in
the Bible, just what everybody else
does who looks into it honestly. -

. What's wrong. then? When today's |

“enlightened” ¢lergy, and the theo-
loggal scominaries where young min-
istens are cducated. spend more timg
J;\mg 0 determine how much of the
Bible they wish to classify ‘as myth,
and how hutfe as truth; when only one
perdent of theological students, by
actual survey, believe 1 any seeond
coming of Christ which is stated and
aflirmed ‘repeatedly in the \Bible:
(Continued on page 45)




From Garner Ted Armstrong’'s new book

THE GREATEST STORY
NEVERTOLD

1

“Jesus was born sometime in the late summer or early autumn of 4 B.C," The first
time | ever made this statement I was received with a combination of doubt, mcret(luluy, hostility
and outright pity. “How in the world could Jesus have been born before Christ?” I was
asked. This article, excerpted from.my new book The Real Jesus, will show you just how Christ
’ cotild have bden born B.C. and recount more of the fascinating
circumstances surrounding -His nativity.

F rom early on Mary understood -
that she was pregnant-after
all. hadn’t an. angel told her
this would happen?

And naturally, she and her new
husband Joseph had Heen living
with the pain of growing notoniety

wever since 1t became obvious  to
- I'runds and relatives that she had
“jumped the gun.” lhc.y were fully

pn.parcd o accept this soaal dis- -

* grace. but sult”it was tough « they
were as humanas you and L

There werd, though, close triends
and ‘relativés who knew the truth.

Joseph and Mary could spend tume.

- with such people. away from «he
smuirks and knowing stares of the
others -For Lxdltnplu Elzabeth and

Mary wete cousing, and Elizabeth

Avas carrying a baby who wpuld
grow up to’become John the Baptist.
Both remembered the remarkuble
ofcasion when thiy, anbom ™ “hie s
reagted xp obviously when the two
expect: ahl mothers met (Luke 1),
Even though "Mary- and Joscph
had probably spent_many sessions
powiy aver the sefipturai pmph-

. 4 ‘

-

by Garner Ted Armstrong

ecies referning o the baby within

her body explaining this remark-:
able trangformation in their own
private lives which had turned their
world upside down they did not

-“have perfect understanding of many

vague scriptural refecences which
only later came into focus after the
cvents. they referred (o had tran-
spired.

So they suffered when friends
talked behind their backs. they hurt
when tormer friends shuaned them,

they pmhabl) had sccond, or even

third. thubhh abowt the tremen-
dous burden thty had assumed. Sull
they had the courage to see at
through — .

But now yet another tral faced
them: the need to travel 10 Bethle-
hem, Joseph's famuly’s city ol'orlgm
to be counted-in the vast worldwidg
census decreed by the Roman gog-
ernment . /

Since Joseph was of the Iinc'j,
David (as genealogical recor

both Matthew and Luke provef, he

had « journcy with his wife fn an

P
.

Nazareth to Bethichem, which® is
called the “city of David.”

It may have seemed a cruel twist
of fdte-to be required by the Ro-
mans to travel all that distance dur-
ing Mary's final, crucial month of
pregnancy. It s clear that Joseph
and Mary wegt not deliberately act-
ing out an Old rulalmnl pmph

rangld accommaodations more sutt-
abje than the “hasty,

provisatiogf of a stabie.

Netther coyld they have known
that at the end ol g tegnbly diticult
tnip”they would become exiles in o’
foreign country, waiting for Herod
the Greatto die.

Chrm Wu Bom 8.¢ .

The' umus in Palestine took pl.uc
according to-faulty modern
chronological rulmnmg about the
? .
year4 B.C. : va
It so happens that in the Western

N

advanced state of pregnancy/ from 3 Christian-professing world the
. N ' - N v

1w
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present
either prior © ubsequent to the
Savior’s Ejrth was € i
Dionysius

Y
Christian soutges place the bkirlh of
CHtist anywhete from ong to five
years “before Chxist.” (Sce part two,
section Il A 1 of\the Handbook of
Biblical Chronolog by Jack’ Fine-
ganj \\ -
And Christ was not‘\born on De-
cember 25, either.

Abundant eyidence exists proving
Christmas is ufterly pagan in origin;
as pagan as belief in Dagon, Vishnu,
Baal, or Isis and Osiris. .

Jesus was born in the autumn,
though the exact date has been cafe-
fully concealed. Even Herod dij;l'l
know exactly when Christ was bdrn,
or he would not have risked a mas-
sive uprising by the people as a re-
sult of his brutal edict to butcher
helpless babies up to two years of
age! (For enore on this subject, write
for the free booklet The Plain Truth
About Christmas and the frée re-
print “When Was Christ Born?™)

Most people have never heard the-
true’ facts. surrounding Christ’s
birth; lodged in their minds is a
purely mythological tale based on
fantasy and erroneous religious tra®
digion. :

The traditional picture of Jesus’
_birth includes the loveliest manger
imaginable on the face of the earth;
sadly smiling shepherds leaning on

~heir crooks; Magi, gorgeously ar-
rayed in kingly robes and crowns,
opening up little gold boxes con
taining precious spices; a tiny baby
nestled in the arms of a mother who
stares reverently at Him with a halo
"around her head and a sweet smile
curving a* her mouth: cherubs flit-
ting threagh the heavens; and a

brigfit star hovering in the distance -

outside the stable. All of this is re-
pedted endlessly in millions ‘of
-Christmas cards, religious books,
journals and magazines, illustrated
pages in Bibles, on people’s front

.

yards, rooftops. and in displays and |

plays in churches at Christ-

mastime -yet 1t bears little resem-

blangce (o the way it really
happened. '
The shepherds were not there at
_the birth; they came later—and
there is no reason to suspect that the

The PLAIN TRUTH December 1977

_shepherds and the wise men ever
crossed trails. o
.Thére is no way to determine the
exact length of time that transpired
_from the moment the “stat” (an an-
S~ .
get-.as shown by Scripture) ag-
peared to the Magi “in the east”
(most authorities believe Persia) un-

til their arrival in Jerusalem. It .
could have been several weeks, or

even months. .

Following their interview with
Herod, and his request that they
“search diligently for the young

chijd,” the Magi went outside, saw °

the “star” again, and followed it un-
til “it came and stood over where
the young child was” (Matt. 2:8-9).
This was in Bethlehem, a short dis-
‘tance over steeply plunging trails
from Jerusalem. Contrary to the as-
sumption of millions, Jesus and His
parents had found more permanent
‘accommodations following the
hasty emergency quarters in the
stable, and the Magi came “into the
housé, [and] saw - the young child
with Mary his mother, and’ fell
down, and worshipped him...”-
(verse 11). %

Escape to Egypt

That night, the wise men had a “bad
dream,” a warning from God, and
sneaked out of the country without
going back to Jerusalem. After they
left, Jk)seph also had a dream. “And
when they were departed, behold,
.the angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream, saying, "Arise,
and take the young -child and his
mother, and flee into Egypt, and be
thou there until I bring thee word:
for Herod will seek the young child
todestroy him™ (verse 13)-. ’
‘Joseph got up, hustled Mary apd
the baby and any other servanty or
family . mémbers who might ii:'e
been with them igto their cloihes.
packed and loaded the animalsfand
took off that same night, hitting the
caravan route to Egypt. They proba-
bly stopped at little-known camp-.
sites, avoiding the usual watering
places and towns or villages along
“the way. Little did Joseph know that
inadyertently he: was - fulfilling -
another prophecy which said,
“I...called my son out of Egypt”
(Hosea 11:1). : o
Since it was the major trade and
commercial capital; Joseph proba-

.

. about one year following Jesus’

.

same name. It was quite common to ~

. or someone living in,Los Angeles is

lem. His own building trade

.and craftsmen who were located

bly had business interests in Jerusa-

required that he deal from time to
time with importers, distributors

there.; So he and his family may
have reméined in Jerusalem up to

birth, though there is no actual *
proof. However, the murder of the
children by Herod, risky even for a
despotic king, offers some proof that
Herod suspected Jesus would have
been about one year of age,“or even
slightly older. k

" After Joseph and his family had
been somewhere in Egypt for a time,
another dream occurred. An angel 1
said to Joseph: “Arise, and take the
young child and his mother, and go
into the ldnd of Isracl for *hey o &
dead which sought the young child's
life” (Matt. 2:20).

The following verses indicate Jo-
seph probably would have gone to
live in Jerusalem or its envirdns as
his first choice. “But when he heard 4
that Archelaus did reign in Judaca
in the room of his father Herod, he |
was afraid to go thither, notwith-
standing, being warned of Godif a
dream, he turned aside into. the
parts of Galilee: and he camtfx?l?d/
dwelt in a city called Nazgreth:that
it might be fulfilled which was
spoken by the-prophets, He shall be
called a Nazarene™ (verses 22-23).

Being a ‘‘Nazarene” merely
meant Jesus was a citizen of the city
of Nazareth. He is called ' “Jesus
Christ of Nazareth” several times in
the Bibl. Jesus was not -an uncom-
mon name (only the Greek form of
Jdshua); no doubt there were any |
number of individuals bearing the .”

name children after:wvarious at-
tributes of God, or to include names
of God (the prefix E/ and the suffix
Yah were very commonly applied)
in a pcrson’s namc. The rcal Jesus
was a Nazarene in the same sense a
citizen of Chicago is a “Chicagoan,”

an “Angelino,” er those in Paris are
" . ca g ”» e
Parisians.” It was not a religjous

title of any sort, but a geographical |

and politidal term. -
His Co'f'_?_‘!lap,.d‘#. e
But let’s ask a few questions about

Jesus’ birth. How did God manuge

"8
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" to convince the lowly and humble
class&s that in fact a Savior was lhal
day being born? ° -

He did s6 by @ number of dlvme
‘miracles, intricately inverwoven into
the fabric of history, extending so
far back in time that it boggles the
mind.

. Although we cannot cover thcm
here in detail, the miracles having to
do with Jesus’ birth—the, decree of
Augustus, the building of the
Temple, the beginning of His.minis-
try, the decrees of Cyrus and Arta-
xerxes, and many other events (see
Daniel, chapter’ I1)—are tightly
meshed into a network of-Old Tes-
tament prophecies, and testify in-
controvertibly to one fact: Jesus
Christ of Nazareth was in truth the
Son of God. .

All the religious leaders kngw,
and-the common folk believed in-
tensely in, Isaiah’s prophecy:. “Be-
hold. a virgin shall conceive. and
bear ‘a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel §which means ‘God with -
us']” (Isa. 7:14). They knew Isaiah
had sdid: For unto us a child is
born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoul-
der: and, his name shall be called:
Wonderful, Counsellor [wonder of a -
Counselor], The mighty God, The -
everlasting . Fagher; The Prince of *
Peace. Of the increase of his govern-
ment and. peace there shall be no -
end. upon the throne of David. and
_ upon his kingdom, to order it, and
"o -establish it” with judgment and
with justice frpm henceforth even

for ever” (Isa. 9:2, 6-7). R

But how would God mapage to

‘avoid the contempiuous.slander of-

“impostor” heaped upon Jesus, not

only by His detractors, persecutérs

and'religious antagonists, but€ven by

Hisown closest disciples and personal

friends? How would the common
people be convinced utterly thatJesus
. wasin fact tulfilling the many proph-

. ecies of Isaiah, Daniel and elsewhere,
-*and was in fact the promised Messiah,
" "that “Prophet” who weuld come to,
deliver Israel and to qualify.to mhcm N
- the throne of David?

First, God sent a humble group of
shepherds from sufticiently far dway
50 that no éne could claim collusion, ,

"An angel appeared to them apd
said, “Unto you is born this day in
the city 1 ‘éf Davnd a Saviour, which is

. " »

Christ the Lord” ('Luke 2:11). They '

were not given any address—only a
sign that they would find the baby
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying
in a manger. This.meant He would
be so newly born that there woyld
be no opportunity for either the
purchase or making-of clothes for
Him. that He would still be
wrapped in a soft blanket, lying on a
bed of straw, and would not yet be
moved te an inn or a private home.

. They were no doubt quite excited
about the vision they had seen, and
it is inconceivable that they were
not ‘elated with a combination of

awe, fright, and yet subdued joy

over having actually heard the voite
of an angel, and seen an over-
whelmingly bright light seemingly
doming very near to them out of the
heavens. Because of these miracles
they fully expected to find the Sav-

.

ior of mankind lying in swaddling -,

clothes in a manger. They, probably
asked any number of people around
the streets and marketplaces of
Bethlechem where ‘they could find a
baby who had been born in a man-
ger, and repealed time and again
to the.excited questions they were
asked precisely what had happenea.
Finally, with the question having
bccn asked sufficiently about the
town: perhaps oneservant ata nearby
inp recalled that Joseph or a'friend
had come urgently asking aid and
that one of the women in the kitchen
had rushed off to help during the
bigth. Several of them may have ex-
claimed about the fact that a woman
had to be turned away from the inn in
such an advanced state of pregnancy

" when a lot of other people had been

put up in more suitable -accom-

- modations, and there no doubt- was,

some tongue-wagging about thie un-
fortunate circumstances that led to
her giving birth in a stable.

Actually, the Creator was suc-
ceeding in announcing the birth
threugh three separate groups of in-
dividuals: the shepherds themselves,
all the cjuzenry and townfolk they
queried. and who subsequently be-
came involved, and Joseph and his
ownfamily.

.- Herod's Persecution

. . %
was terribly shaken by what he had
heard. The Bible says “he was trou-
bled, and all Jerusalem mrh him™
{Matt. 2:3), and claims i€ “gathered
all the chief priests [who probably
were Sadductes] and scribes of the
peoplefogether” and “demanded of

em where Christ should be born™
(verse 4). All of the scholars were
aware that this very likely: was the
time of the birth of Christ.

Pious frauds and sincere schol-
ars—astronomers, astrologers, seers
_and soothsayers alike—were almost
“universally expecting that some
great event would occur at about
this time in history, and were look-
ing for the Messiah.

When Herod called togcthcr the
“chief priests and scribes of the
peGple,” this was tantamount to the

President of the Umled States hav-

ing a combined meeting of the Cab-
inet and Supreme Court. The
“Supreme Court” of the Jewish na-
tion, the Sanhedrin, the greatest re-
ligious body of the nation, declared
in unanimity that Jesus the Savior

- would be born in Bethlehem, a city

The ‘everits of the first few weeks

. after Jesus’ birth caused widespread -
- attention. It is evident that Herod

of David! (This they determined
from' the prophecy 'of Christ’s birth
found in the Old Testament book of
Micah (5:2]))

Herod waited awhile, and thcn in

* a fit of insane rage, “sent forth, and
w all the childrcq that were in_,

Bethlehem, and in all the coasts
thereof, from two years old and un-
der; accurding to the time’ Wthh he
had- diligéntly mqulrcd of the wise
.men” (Matt. 2:16).

. But by that time it “was too late.

Joseph agd Mary had escaped to
Egypt. taking the young Jesus with
them ‘and remaining until this

vicious. despot passed from the -

scene.
- From the young lad's rclurn«wrth
His parents from Egypt to the

northern "Palestinian city of Naza-

reth;y there is no further menu?‘n of
Jesus S until the moment He is 'seen’
smmg in the Temple at Jerusalem,
both listening o questions and ask-
ing -His own_qliestions of the most
learned doctors ot the law, and as-
tonishing them with His unger-

standing and His answcrs (Luke -

2:46-47). <. .

(Another excerpt from The Real
Jesus will be coming next
month.) O
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4] g “Korea serves as the front line of the United .
WHA States.«This should be the last placg to pull out
: U.S. troops.” Former - Prime Minister "Paik
Too-chin, now a delegate to the Republic '}
' EWof Korea’s National Assémbly, leaned for-
A N ward in.his chair in his spacious office and
- - added: “I am wery worried. I oppose the [U.S.
- WARgrouhd force withdrawal] schedule of Mr. Carter.
N , Without continued U.S. participation and determi-

) : nation”—he placed heavy stress
IN I<ORE on ~‘*‘determination”—*peace }
' T cannot be maintained.” Presi-
S # dent Carter, of course, ear-
lier this year dnnounced that the
/, ' present 33.000-man U.S. ground force S
in South Korea woulqd be withdrawn in stages over a five-year petjod. -

" About 8,000 air force men and technicians would rfemain in the country.
: E Mr. Paik spoke from profeund and broad experience. He served the first -
. of his two separate terms of office as prime minister during the Korean War.
b : .
——

y Geng/H. Hogberg and Kéith W. Stump .

For nearly a quarter century American ground forces have served as the ‘finger in the dike” in main-
taining an uneasy peace in northeast Asia. Now they are to be s ystematically wighdrqwn. The result could’ ' (l ’
shake world power,.relationships to their very foundations. : .
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. forces have prevente
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He was present at the signing of the
armistice on_ July 27, 1953, which
terminated three years of bitter and
destructive. fighting. However, his
signature is to be found nowhere on
the treaty. South Korea, preferring
to fight on to victory but overruled
by the United States; was not a

‘party to the gease-fire.

No one knows more than Mr.
Paik that ncothing substantial has
changed in the relationship o2:wwen
the two Koreas since the armistice
of 24 years ago. The overriding aim

“of North Korea’s dictator Kim 1l-

sung—who has been the Pyongyang
government's head of state through-
oul its 32-year existence - is to com-
munize the South by force of arms,
hopefully in his lifetime. To Kim,
the war of 1950-53 was merely a
round-one standoff. The final round
with his intended Knockout blow is
yet to come,

Yet with the U.S: Second Infantry

_ Division positioned astrid¢ two val-

leys leading to .the South Korean
~apitai of Seoul, which ligs a seant
30 miles south®of the border, the
North Koreans would have Jo fight

their way pdst Amerizan -soldiers -

during the initial attack: The frus-
tratedgMr. Kim has a0t risked in-
viting an all- out retaliation from the
U.S. miluary. *Thus. for nearly a
quarter  century. lhc strategically
placed: “wip-wire™ US7 ground
second Ko-
real War from taking place. Little
wonder dictator Kim has demanded
repeatedly sihce 1953 that U.S.
gt()und forces leave South Korea.  ~

Booming conomy .

While nothmg has changed in lhc
political rebationships between the

*two Korean states, the same can’t be

said for their internal economic con-

-y ditions, Durmg our recent. visit to
the chuhlu we were amazed at |,
_the furious paw~nl nation-building.

In Seoul. despite that cuty's pre-
canous location,” high-nse oﬁiu:
buildings -and ltxury hotgls dre

- springing skyward. Traftic jams ar¢
becoming mcrcasmgfx common ‘as’

more and more aulumobalcs take to

the streets. Subway *and highway: h

constructiod further add to the eon-
gestion. Internatiofial bankers and
foreign busidessmen move ll\rough
lhc country ui'hordt.s

.
.

David Burnett—Contact

NORTH AND SOUTH Korean soidiers
eye each other at Panrfiunjom.
. : o
Looking at the country today, it is
difficult to realize that 24 years ago
the Republie of Korea lay in near-

total devastation, numb from threg-:

years of warfare against Chinese-
supported North Korean invaders.
But following the bloodiess military
coup stagtd hy General (now Prési-
dent) Pack Chuang-hee in May 1961,
South Korean industrializauon for-
ged : ahead in earnest. The results 1
the ‘years since have been nothing
less than spectacular.

Though South Korea s a nation
poot in natural resources. its hard-
workmg ciizens are deterhined, to
«Lateh up economically with. their
chief nivals in free Asia, the pros-
perous Japanese “Qur human. re.,
sources are abundant and wcll
educated,” Tde Wan- son. pruldcm ,
af the Kowea (‘h}mhu‘uf Com-
merce and Industry. ld us “rhls 1S,
our wealth ™ . ’

Me. T ae. former ccnnmmc»plzlw

The aulhufa rueully re-
turned’, from a thrée-week;:
84X - uatwn fact finding trip in
Asia. This is the .second ré.
portin their series on current
* conditions in that par(wf the
’ world

ning ministe1, outlined to us in a
one-hour interview the current eco-
nomic state of affairs of South, Ko-
rea. Per capita GNP now stands at
over $700, up dramatically from a
mere $83 in 1961. By 1981 it is ex-
pected to hit $1500." South. Korean
exports have increased over 200
times since 1961, now standing at
over $10 billion. Total trade is lwicc
that figure. By 1980, ex e’
are expected to reach the $20 bilfion
mark. This.year’s target growth rate
is ten percent, but it will probably
be highes. ..

In stark contrast, Communist’
North Koreg's economy is a
shambles. Its GNP $6 biltion* in
1976 is barely one-fourth that of
the South. Its economic perfor-
mance is s0 poor that its diplomats
in Europe have reportedly been re-
duced 1o trading (n black-market
drugs and cigarettes. The North is &
intensely jealous of South Korea's
success -adding to Kim  ll-sung’s
compulsive obsession o communize
the South by force of arms.

Putting "Human quhu"' .
" In Perspective

Mr. Tae assured us the U S, ground
forces are sull necessary to deter war
launched by the North Koreans a
war which, even it won, could set
- the Republic’s hard-carned prosper-
ity back many years And the surest
way to deter war v to leave the
Amernican troops night where they
are “They make Kim think twice.”
he said. South Korea, he added. o
. one of the few nations that has said
“MYankee welcome™ rgther than -
~™Yankee go home ™ L
Mr. Tae said Amendans obvee
ously find g dithicult 10 understand
the precanous position the Repubhic
of Korea. s i and has been i for
(“Worea w sillan the stage
ui freedom. not enjoymg
" hé saud
no Communist cremy
directly facing you. say. in Candda.”
he reminded us
One Natonal A-.scmhlymm we
talked 0 drew a sumifar paraliel “If
(mmnunms took over one-halt of
the Unuéd States, up 10 the Missi.
sippi River, for example do you
think the other Balf coald mamntan
s presdat gype of democracy?”
(Contttiswd eon prage Iel)
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PANMUNJOM

Not Even a Nice Place td\fisit .

taste of North Korea is avail-
able by means of a visit to the
' truce city of Panmunjom 1n
the Korean demilitarized zone
(DMZ). the only place 1n Asia
where Amencan and Communist
troops directly confront cach other
on a daily basis About 30 mules
north of Seoul. Pénimunjom lies as-
tnde the demarcation hine that di-
vides the two Koreas i
We were driven there in a private
car by a4 representative of the Ko-
rean Chamber of Commerce. (It 18
also poswble to visit the village. as
do about 1.000 tounists a month. via
one of the daily. six-hour bus tours
agranged by the Korcan Tounst ‘Bu-
reau and conducted under the su-
pervision of the UN Condmand )
The atmosphere in Panmunjom s |
tense An cene quiet pervagles the |
arca Stern-faced, yzlck-imnlcd ¥
North Korean guards carcfully scru-
tmize all incoming visitors. watching
closely for any actions which they |
might construe as a “provocation” o8
_agamst the Notth Fer example. -
sufe the Mihtary “ Armstice Com-
nmistice (MAC) budding. i which
most of the talks between the two
uides take place, we wer salemiiy
worned by a US ofliter agamst
lum‘hﬁﬁg cven the Bnﬂilﬂpllﬂﬂf‘ on

the table, since they \{er“g North Ko-
rean property. :

A few Yards south of the MAC
building is"South Korea's Freedom
House. complete with a tower onc
may climb to see gger into the
North. Not (o be outd¥ne. the North
Koreans not long ago erected a
counterpart building of their own [t
1s exactly one meter taller and one
meter wider than the Freedom
House Nevertheless 1t 1s a sham
building. as phony as the facades on
a movie Jot at Umiversal Swudios.
Ostensibly two stories tall. it has
only one room downstairs, we were

i told, thav has actually been com-

pleted The nonrooms on the second
story are all covered with drapes
Otherwise one might peer through
t¢ the rolbng North Korean coun-
iy sude .

It was m the DMZ near Pan-
mun;n;n{lﬁl two unarmed U S of-
ficers wgze axed 1o death by North

Korcan soldiers w August 1976,

winde attempting 10 tram a tree nieur |

the “ Brdge of No Retam,” which
ks Notth and South Korea. Last
July. tenvjons were again haght-
ened along the DMZ when North
Kaorcans shat down an unarmed
U S, hehicupter which had siadvert
ently strayed over the border A to.

tal of S7 Americans have died .in
incidents along the DMZ since the
signing of the 1953 armistice.

The abrupt and drastic reactions
of trigger-happy North Korean
troops in these incidents bear wit-

-ness to the “shoot-first. ask-ques-

.

tions-later™ mentality instilled into-
them by a regime filled with irra-
tional and all-consuming hatred of
both South Korca wnd the Ameri-
can “imperialists ” .

Afler having visited Panmunjom,

¢ could well appreciate the senti-
&cnls of Glasgow L. Reynolds, an

mencan teacher n Secoul. who
wrote recently in the Korea Herald:
“I have seen such spitung, mamac
laughter and gestuning by the bran-
washed North Korean soldiers [at
Panmunjomj to convince me that we
cannot expect Kim l-sung {North
Korea's dictator[to act rationally to a
troop withdrawal Will my country’s
leaders and decpion-makers be so
naveastocxpect @ ratonal response?
The only way to deal with irrational-
1ty 1s to restrain or subduc it, which
has been the role of the Amencan
forces since first setting fdot.on Ko-
rean soil. Polished language in Wash-
ngton will never solve anything, It
will never make the witidrawal safe
and right.”

Tre £ 500 100 J0eb  hcerrtier 1007
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SEOUL'’S SkY«L_l'NE reflects booming South Korean economy.

Another Assemblyman, Mr. Gh
Jung-kbun, observed that in this
precarious position the Republic of
Korea simply cannot-be expected to
live up to America’s high standards
of human rights at t%s time. Na-
tional security has.to be the num-
ber-one priority. Therd have to be
more controfs  against  subversive
and disruptive elements in the so-
ciety. Agents of the North are con-
stantly trying to infiltrate the South.

Moreover, the picture of life in
South Korea often painted by the
Western press gives a completely
false impression of the true state of
aftairs. South Korea, for all ingents
and purposes, is a free and “open
society. Travel within the country is
unrestricted. Few soldiers are seen
in the streets or at airports. And
speaking of airports, it has been esti-
mated that more foreign visitors
pour through South Korea's Kimpo
Airport in gne day than have been
permitted to”enter North Korea in
the past decade!

Despite some limitations, Korea
still retains all the basic elements of
a democratic government—an
elected president, a plural political
party system, the people’s participa-
tion in the political process through

representation, and the ‘division of®

power among the executive, legisla-
tive .and judicial branches of gov-
ernment. Freedom of press and
speech are also guaranteed to the
maximum that the Korean govern-

ment feels it can afford under the .

circumstances. .
o

10

But the Situation in the North-*
virtually ignoréd in statements by
Washington and in- ‘the  Western
press—is another Matter altogether.
Above the deniilitgrized zone, there
are no human rights whatsoever.
North Korea is one of the most bru-
tally regiménted and repressive po-
lice states in the world. Every aspect

ot hte in the North is rigidly con-

trolled. Education concentrates on
one prmcipal theme-hatred of the
South and of Ame-ican “imperial-
ism.” (Kim ll-sung once told Harri-
son Salisbury of the New York
Times: *The most important. thing
in our pfeparation for war is to edu-
cate all the people to hate U.S. im-
perialism.™) - ”

Humanitarian ideals simply_ are
not taught up north, we were'told by
South Korean legislator Shin Sang-
cho, who holds .thc pordo}io of edu-

COLLAPSIBLE'OVERPASS is designed
to impede enemy wartime advance.

_silent about

cation in his government. That’s
why the North Korean soldiers
acted so viciously when' they at-
‘tacked American soldiers in the no-
torious tree-trimming incident in the
demilitarized zdne last year. Two
Americang were hacked to death
with axes. L

What else-cati we expect from ro-
bot-like hurian adults? As little chil-
dren, they had been taught to sing
such songs as, “We will mutilate any
American soldiers we catch today.”

Yet, despite the day-and-night
differences between the two Koreas,
there is hardly a peep of human
rights criticism of the North’s re-
gime emanating from Washingtgp's
highly selective human nights activ-
ists. This puzzles men like Mr. Shin,
who asks: “"Why is it that they,are
North Korea, where
even a semblance of civil libecties
has long ceased to exist, and. are-
both nosy and noisy only. about
South Korea, where people enjoy
more liberties and human -rights
than do the people of most of the
Third World countries? What re-
strictions we might have are self-
imposed bécause that is the only
way to avoid greater'misfortunes,

“Why is it that [certain] elements
in the United States,"who are so-
concerned about the human rights
of the Koreans, do’ not care about
the fate of 35 mly(:m Koreans who
face ‘a greater visk of-a war as a
result of the withdrawal?”

~Talking about human rights and
suggesting troop withdrawal in con-
nection with them--as some U.S.
congressmen have done—is a “great
hypocrisy,” says Mr. Shin.

Not a Question of *'One on One'"

For a quarter century, U.S. forces

have succeeded in keeping the
peace. on the Korean peninsula.

"Coupled with more than $10 billion

in U'S. military and ecenomic aid
mosigof it in the form, of grants
America has an enormous stake in
the future of a peacefut-Korea. L.
‘Why change a winning gamg
now, South Kerean ofticials gsk?
What is ghe reason for the troop
withdrawal? It can’ be economics,
they say, because it\is far less ex-
peasive for Washingthn to maintain
the wroops in Korca than clsewhere,

and cheaper thah spending billions
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‘in compensatory military aid (as-
suming the aid plan isf’t squttled
altogeth€r by the essentially unre-

" lated question of Korean lobbymg

“

in Washingtor).

From all indications the U S.
withdrawal has been justified on' the
estimation that South Korea will be
able to successtully confront North’
Korea on*its own in the event of
dn@t’her Korean war; dnd that its
own’ formidable forces could hence-

. forth act as enough of a deterrent.

- The blg, féar in South Korea,
however, is that the North's allies—

Communist China and the Soviet

Union—would be forced to inter-
“vene on Kim's behalf in the event of

another war. Thus the Korean equa- e

tion is not really “one on Oan/
_actually “three versus two dif
the American deterrent vanishes' it
would be “three against one.™

It.is known that both Peking and
Moscow have strongly counseled
Kim to avoid military adventures on
the peninsula. But the North Ko-
rean dictator knows he has a free

hand. He is confident of the support .

of his two allies. however reluctant
_they may.be 1o give it. As rivals for
influence throughout the Commu-
nist world. Communist China and
the Soviet Union would be foreed to
competitively help Kim in ‘a war
against the South. lest one of them
be accused of relusing o aid a Com-
munist brother in a “war of hbera-
tion © Moreover, the Koredn
perunsula 15 strategically important
to both of the major Comniunist

powers, and neither could aftford to ~

allow she other to gain the upper
hand there - -

Thus. by playing onc ally against
the other. Kim would be able o
enlist massive support whenever he
chooses to launch his dry ¢ south

" . How Trustworthy Is Amaerica?

" reaty will remain

_Pentagon and Defense Department
oftictals  and President Carter him-
acl!'n'hm’c tepeatedly dssured South
Korea that despite the trdgop with-
drawal. the US  will respond
promplivgto appression dgainst the
South. etter Imm l'usldcm Car-
ter te-South Korean President Park
Chung-hce assured Park” that the
1954 U.S.-Korcan mutual defense

“firm and un-

sdiminishcd." !
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DOUGLAS MacARTHUR STATUE

(right) and brass relief sculpture .
“(above) at Inchon commemorate UN.

troop landing there during Korean War.

" But Soquth Koreans remain un-
convinced. The 1954 mutual defense
treaty gives the U.S. a loophole by
stating that each side “would act to
-meet the common danger in accor-
dance with its constitutional "pro-
cesses.” In other words, action by
the U.S. Congress. The NATO char-
ter. on the other hand. provides for
unconditional intervention. The

* South Kpreans would at least like a

simflarfironclad assurance of imme-

~ diate and automatic dssistance from

the U.S. in case of war. without pro-+
longed congressional hagghing over
whether or not to send the lroops
back. .

Yet. in case of war, cven if the
U.S. ground troops set out for Ko-
rea immediately from other bases n
Asia, the North Koreans, only 30
miles from Seoul. would very likely
overrun the South Korean capital
long before the Americans arnved,
MiliGafy analysts estimate that a
massed armor attack launched at
night would have a good chance of
reaching Scoul by damn. even
agamnst Amenican air lorce nppusl‘
tion.

This 1s why one officlal after an-
other with whom we talked in South
Korea urged the United States to
keep s small but stratggically pin-
pointed ground forces right where
they are so that therd will simply be

now stationed at the border—the
very cream of the U.S. military—
" have shown the utmost restraint and
caution in the face of frequent prov-
ocations from the North. Would re-
placement South Korean soldiers
be able 1o exercise as much control

and avoid emotional reactions

which could quickly plunge both

sides into another war?

Overall. the gains:of withdrawal
are nonexistent, but the risks
enormous.

US. Secretary. of State Cyrus

Geane Hogberg

’ Vance has said: “The United States -

is and will n:mdm an Asian and
Pacific power. But South Korean
officials, 1n effect, say: “Prove it.”
They counter that US. actions—
more telling of its true intentions

« than mere words indicate it is
steadily retreating from the Pacific!
In' the event war breaks out after

no uggression (o have o respond to! the U.S. troops arc withdrawn,
Morcover, the Amecrican troops : (Continued on page 35)
- . . "
L " .
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s was reported in the last is-

sue, one-of the.pefsons most

‘responsible for the current

furot over child pornog-

- ‘raphy is Dr. Judianne
.. Dem8en-Gerber of New York City.

"Abput a year-ago she began .to

.beat the drum over the.sexual ex-

ploitation of childfen, by staging a

news conference in Times Square.

New York. which in recent years has

* “Become infested with pornographic |

bookstores, X-rated -movie houses,
massage pdrtors and the like. She

‘displayed  kiddie porn  purchased:

just a few yards from where she was
speaking. On St. Valentiné's Day.
1977, she traveled to Washington.

D C.. with her colléction of dirty

i wapazines and movies and held an-

. «other press conterence.
Her tactics were. frankly. a pub-
licity. gimmick to get attention. But
she teally didn’t think she would
~hdve much impact. After all, when
she had gone up and'down the land
decrying child abuse by showing
“. phologeaphs of little: corpses—chil-
dren bashed to -death or bitten to
dtdth or burned and boiled to death
at the hands of ther pa(cnts or cus-
* todians—the response was less than

ovétwhelming.

In a ygar. she had dLLumuldlCd a
fcv» hungred thousand sngnatures on
.+ a petition for a new cabinet office to
deal exclusively with the concerns of
children. But thére was no public
- oltrage, no great cry from dcross}he
" land for immediate legnslauon and
programs to deal with the problem.

Ifdnythlng she upsela lot of people |
_who thought it wasn’t very nice to*

display these protesque examples of
parental-cruelty. She had struck too
© closeto home for coprfort.

Instant Outrage

“So Dr. Dcnscn Gerber was some-

what surpns‘.d when a pation be-

came. outraged about kiddie porn
Qvermgh(

Wllhln weeks, a cry went out

. from” one end of the country to the

other for something to be done to

" curb Jthis o T;ccmly Reporters in-

vaded adult bookstores and movie

theateritp repdyt on theprcsencc oF

absence of kiddie porn in their com-

mumucs ~Editors editorialized, TV
commentators commented, policg-
men “policed thc local vendors f
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‘submitted to the U.S. Congress with

smut with fresh fervor. and lawmak-
ers proposed mbre laws.
. Two almost identical bills were

the support of more than 100 spon-,
sors. Each proposed 20-year terms’
fo# nearly any trafficking in
child pornography® Similar mea-
sures .were quickly offered in” more
thad 20 statt lcglslalures

The fate of these bills is still pend-
ing as of this writing. Action in some
cases has been slowed by a debate
qver the implications of the pro-
posed\laws. Strict interpreters of the
U.S. Constitutiop cite its First
Amendment. which guarantees:
#Congress shall make no
law ... abndging the freedom of
speech, or of the press...."” They
argue that freedom of expression
extends to peddlers of chld pornog-
raphy. Progecute the producer. the
child recruiter.. they say. but what
they produce- what is in print—
musj Rave the full protection of the
Co tion.

Win Some, Lose Some

Whatever the olitcome: of the pro—
posed legislation, the immediate ef-
fect of the ‘outcfy has bgen to drivé
portography featuring  preadoles-
cents off the shelves. Efforts have
also been made to curtail the flesh
markets where young people sell
themsélves for sex. ®@n Jeme 1, for
example, the Los Angeles Police’
Department started a campaign to
eliminate male prostitution -along
Hollywood's- notorious™ Selma Ave-

nue (described in the last issue). The, |,

Hollywood ¢hamber of Commerce
is spurring a campaign—with some
measure of success-;to close down
pornographic books'(orcs and movie
houses and lure! legitimate business
back to Hollywood.

Score 2 for an outraged publich
for the scxplouers

But the game 1s far from over.
There is still a fourishing black
market for kiddie porn. “Those who
know" can rgadily obtain the litera-
ture and iovies they desire. Also,
potnography featuring teenagers is °
still berng sold above the counterat
adult bookstores. And, the cleanup
campaigns ip such places as Hotly-
wood have.not depressed the vex
market—al best they have only dis-

p

persed n to other. areas and made

a

\ .
both the “chicken™ (young male
prostitute) a “chicken hawk™
(adult solicitor). more discreet. The'
nefdemand for sex is still there and
so is the Sklpp]‘y’ of young bodies.

So score 2 for an outraged public
and 2 for the sexplonem

Children—"Qur Last Slaves”  °

What will it take to break the dead-

lock? Mdre laws? Stricter enforce-

ment? More cleanup campaigns?
Yes, but’ these .measures are of

. limited value. According to authori-
ties dealing with the problem. what
society needs 10 do is recognize that

“kiddie porn 1s but one despicable
aspect of a much larger probl¢m of
child abuse and alienaton between
parents and children an a massive
scale. It is this abuse and afjenauion’
, that create the demand for kiddie
porn and prosututes by warping the
* sexuality of untold .thousands in
_their formative years.
abuse and paréntal ahienation that
create the supply of children whq
tun away from homes too viojent'or
* loveless fo live in, only .to become
victims in an equally vxolcnl and
- lovelgss world.

Dr. Peter D;TL()UI'Ly dcclarcd in a

Jeport to the Amencan Psychologi-
cab Asspciation: “Children cqnsti-
tute the most oppressed minority
group in this country. It is a minor-
ity group Whose members are regu-
larly humiliated. beaten, mutilated.
killed or sexually abused~and who -
have little 'éﬂectwc legal,recourse or *
police’ protccuun

“Children are our last slaves. Sde-

. clires Dr. Densen-Gerber. “They
are the property and chattel of their
parents.”

Jhe wue magnitudé of child

- abase has.only recently become no-
ticed. According to Douglas Besh-
arov, director of the National

* Center. of Child Abuse and Neglect.

over a million children each ‘year
- Are sexually- abused. physically
abused or severely néglected 1o such
a degree that they suffer permanent
physical of psychological damage. *
At least 1,000 of tliém die. The cul-

N pnls in most (.dsc.s are part:nls

-Child abuse is’ not unique to the
United States. 1t CXlSlb in most other
countries of the world as well. T
England, there are estimates -that
children are batiered to-death

>

e is child ¢-
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‘yearly and another 400 left per-.
. manently brain-damaged.

In Germany, the sityation is grim-
mer still-1.000 deaths a year.Jn 1972
it was reported that a national poll
conducted by the Biglefelder Emnid
Institute in Bonn showed that 72
percent of Germans interviewed felt
obedience and respect for order to be
the most important principles for
chjld-rearing. This emphasis on obe-
dience to authority is considered by
som€ to be the reason for Germany
having the highest rate of child abuse

in Europe.

Vicious Cycle.

dratrcian” \
Pedratrician C. Henry, Kgmpc di-
rector of the National ¢énter for the
Prevention and Treatment of Child
Abuse in Denver. Colorado. states
that most parents who abuse their
children  were “significantly “de-
pnved or neglected in their earliest
years.’

In other words. like an infectious
diseasé. child abuse is transmitted
from one generation to the: next.
Thc sins of the parents are visited
upon their childred. The mother-or .
father who ay a child was severely
beaten for “disobedience.”
failing to measure up to ex-
péctations, will likely become a par-
ent who repeats the patters of abusc
on his own offspring.

Likewse, sex offenders oﬂcn have
a background of sexual abuse as
children. Surveys of prostitutes have
revealed that up to 25 percent of
those questioned were sexually
abused as children. .

Dr. Dorian Rose, psychologlsl at
Atascadero State Hospital in Cali-
fornia. where 20 percent of the’
patients are child molesters. believes »
that almost any kind of s¢x of-
fender—from the child abuser to the
rapist—himself has a background of
sexual abuse. Explaining what
causes a pcrson to molest children,
she says thdt “usually he's been sex-
uallf abused as a child by an ‘older
adult. often & fam:ly member.”

Treatthe Home -

The cause of the sexual éxplaitation

of children, then, lies clgse to

home—in fact, in the home. *,
Recent studies into'incest indicate

that the magnitude of the problem

is far greater than préviously imag-

or for |

- therapists,

inéd. An article ih the Apri} issue of
Ms. magazine asserted that one girl
in gvery fous in the United States
experiences some- form of sexual
abuse before shie reaches ‘the age of
18. Three-fourths of the abusers are: -
known by their victims. And about
one-thigd of the incidents of abuse
take place in the victim's home. In
at least ten petcent of all reported -
cases. the victim is a boy. but in
virtually all cases. boys and girls. the

victimizer is male.

Compounding the tragedy of in-
cest is the fact that, unlike an iso-
lated incident of rape, incest is a
crime that may continue for years.
Its victims are trapped not only by

. brute force but by loyalties and de-

pendencies. -
Even when incest is not a factor.

" Dr. Avedis . Panajian, director of

psychological services at MacLaren
Hall (the juvenile hall for Los Ange-
les County). believes thdt the family
“of a child who is fvolved in por-
nography 1s usually the cause of the
problem. “What-is needed is treat- :

. menj of the child and his family.” he

" believes.

In recent years a number of ther-
apies and programs have been de-~
veloped to deal with the problem.

" The emphasis now is on preventing

child abuse and rehabilitating fam-
dy relationships. A number of pro-
grams involve the use of what are
variously called parental aides, lay
or surrogse mothers.
These aides attempt (o e€tablish a
relationship with tha’ parents that
has the warmth and understanding
that were never learned or experi-
enced in the parents, own child-
hood. They build a fegling of trust,
enabling the parept to acquire a
more positive self-image. Low JSelf-
esteem is one of the most common
charducmua of an abuswe par-
cnt—and. needless to sdy,*of their
abused offspring.

Another ‘modality of treatment
uses temporary care centers and fos-
ter homes for children while their
parents recover their equilibrium.

One constructive  breakthrough

[ has_ been the development of a na-

tionwide network of telephone crisis
centers where parents can call for
immediate counseling or concerned
neighbors.can report cases of child -
abuse.

signed to help abusing parents is
Pazents Anonymous. begun in 1970
by a woman in California who had
abused her own child and had been
unableto find help without'a long
struggle. Parents’ Anonyinous is
modeled on Alcoholics Alonymous:
it provides for weekly meetings
where parents can express their feel-

standing and confidentiality.

“Tu'm the Hearts of Fathers
to Their Chlldm"

In ancient times. the pro
lachi ¢quated a lovin
tionship with human survival itself
“Behold. I will send vou Elijah the
prophet before the great and -
rible day of the Lord comes. And he

their chuldren and the hearts of chil-
dren to their fathers: lest 'come and
smite the land with a curse [marg:-
nal reading: wurter destruction]”
(Mal. 4:5-6). .

.. Modern .ivilization is most cer-
tainly under a curse today becausce
so many parents have become alien-
ated from their children. The cune
is reflected in.skyrocketing juvedile
crime, the bréakdown of school sys-
tems. jails filled to overflowing, and
obscenities such as child pornogra-
phy and:teenage prostitution.

The time myfl come. will come,
when, in the words of foted -psy-
choanalyst Erik Erikson, “There will -
exist a wcll-mformcd‘_wcll'—consld-
ered and yet fervent publit con-
viction that the most deadly of all
possible sins is the mutilation of a
child’s spirit; for such mutilauon
undercuts the life princ‘ig)m{ru.\l‘
without which every an adi.
may it feel ever so good. and seem
ever so right.ds prane to perversion
by des(rucnvc forms of conscious-
ness.’ a

RECOMMENDED READING

What makes sex "moral’ or im-_
moral'? is society completely without
guidance where sex is concerned? Ot
are there moral codes which are lv-

* ing—absaoiute? Our booklet Is Sex Sin? .
is unique in proclaiming what God says
about the subject ot sex Also request a
brand-new publication entitied Building
a Happy Family Both are sent tree, ot
chgrge upon your request (see ad-
dresses on inside front cover)
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A fast-growing organization de-

ings in an atmosphere of under-

amily relas-

will turn the hearts of fathers 0+
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by Jon Hill" |

P P .
our grapes? A bah-humbug Scrooge? Anti-
Sestabhshment” Irrehigious? No!

" Practical Loglcal Truthful. And, believe ntmr
not, biblical' Here are my reasons for deleting Chnst-
mas trom my budget. Try it—you might like it!

The average yuletide spender squanders nearly ten
percent ot his annual income on this averdone holi-
day. and keeps paying for it—no doubt at 18 + percent
interest—tor about two hundred shopping days after

And then it's time' to start shopping and chargirfg tor '

the next "nativity.” in short, | can't atford it!

Matenalism and commercialism so dominate tHis|
"'season 1o be jolly” that many businesses depend on|

it tor their survival. One good-thing to notic
those who didn't waste money they. didn't
before December 25—is that on the 26th of Decem-
ber, the same things you paid ( ) terrible -prices for
are on sale for 30 to 50 percén} ot at's the ime (o
buy— wihiat you need.

Giving is special to me, resent being expecled
commanded, coerted, cajoled, beggared into giving.

- tor

My gifts go to my tamily and lgved ones sponta-.

neously, with love and freedom—spaced by natural
events that occur throughout the year. The total cost
is tar less, and the gifts are appreciated. .

"I hate Chrlstmas " said one department store
manager. TI*#iate the hypocrisy, the one- day Chrnis-

avef

- this Jesus Christ stuff too'”’
* you want to sow? | hate to lie 10 my kids—how about

- mies madeg, from tnends, depressions,

. /
tianity of Chnistmas, | hate the commerciahsm—and -
.I'm part of 11" The “'spint of Christrmas’ all 100 often
comes from a bottle Hypocnisy and trustratiort stund
as the hallmarks of this season

A tamous physitian says that the Santa Claus myth’
45 afantastic web of lies which can cause your child—
when he tinds out—-confusion of mind, pagsible schiz-
‘otd sphts in his personality, or even a physical aiment
resulting from the emotional letdown of “losing ~ s0
close a tnend as Santa Truth 1s most precious — why
lie to your kids? You know they’ll find out-sooner ur
later And when they do. they'li always doubt a litde
about what you say from then on As one kid was
overheard 1o say. “Yea, and I'm going to,check nto
Is that the kmd of seed

you? s K
More (murders. dwoxces tamny arguments. ene
sucides.
drunkenness. tights and just plain orneriness occut at
this time of year }han any other period The Xmas tree
bears bad truit
Intellectual honesty 1s another vicim of Xmas You
can search 1n vain and you will nof tind conoboranon
for the birth ot €hnst on December 25th
“Let's put Chnst back +n Chnstmas,” many say—
because they see the evils | have just enumerated
The difticulty 1s that Christ never was in Christimas in
the titst place Nowhere will you hnd Him command-
ing or even suggestlng that we riotice His buthday —
though He" does command observance of His death
day In tact, it wasn't untii many centuriés atter His
death that the,practice became "Chns
In fact, it's piainly pagan! Read Four Thousand
Years of Chrstmas by Earl Wendel Count sometime
and see. Theh read Deutefonomy 12 30-31--or
maybe read that first, it's more easlly available
T9 qive to every Tom: Duck Alice and Mary and NOT
.10 gjve'to Chnist. ﬁamcula:ly at a season which claims

" Him as its center, seems to me-the greatest hypogrisy

of all If people came te .your bithday party and
exchanged gifts among themselves,'leaving you com-
pletely out, how would you feel? It you are going to
give to anyone at Xrhastime, how. about to Christ and
His Work?

When | gave up Chrlstmas, 1 didn’t give up anything
but debt. matenahsme hypocrisy. lying. bad fruis.
in_tellectuﬂl dishonesty and paganism. The, treedom of |
the truth is nch and gets ncher every year | wouldn't

' trade 1t for anything: Why don’t you join me in my
freedom?

Why not t Xmas? ~ :




ou'd think the older generation would be gratelul to see a tlle
short hair for a change But green and pink ¢rew cuts combed
. into spikes? Pierced noses embellished with gold satety pns?A
Tattered T-shirts and stericilled swastkas?
The wardrobe of the new wave of youthiul music protest
(dubbed "punk” or punk rock”) includes all, ge above pata--
phernalia. plus a wide array of accessories speciayy designed to
shock. alienate. or "gross out” establishment types won crosses.
chains. smelly tennis shoes. garter belts, knives. and various
other more X-rated accoutiements
And if people don't ind punk looks repulsive enough. punk
“antics include spitting. vomiting. using vibrators onstage. hurl- ’
“ing nsults at gudiences. and screaming out a gut-wrenching
.. brand of elemental rock consisting mare of overwhelming
noise than music.
- The punk movement began in Britain among jobless
. working-class youths '
. frustrated by an am-
- - wm - " lesshtestyle. Devotees
display a great deal of
inward-drecfed vio- +
Jence They pierce
lips. ears and noses
with  safety pins
. joned by chains
Punk-rock perform-
ers have n. their
more outlancish
maments slashed
Themselves  with .
needles, burmed.
themselves with
- - cigarettes, and bashed
; their hands into guitars onstage. ’
i* Their personal life- styles reflect a similar attitude. Concerned
ostly with “getting it 0p" —. behaving promiscuousky — they
ow most convention and prder out the window.
olitically, of course, they are devoted to anarchy — deposmg
thg monarchy, smashing the establishment, ignoring all authorty

Photos by Liaison
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e young ponaner ddvod‘dhng the violent o\/et(fwr()w o ;);n‘.-\,
ment and the monarchy, believes that England needs anotneg
Hiller 1o bomb the country and re-create the anarchmal armbier e
of the rast workd war )
Punk-rock-groups have been, banned from gt 1rn). ':«u
. places.n Br\uram their recards gomg unplayed on top-toity =h-
tions Nometheless. the punk group Sex Pistols” hirst altyurn Go!
Save the.Queen (' She ain't no Human beng ) spldt 1 yh0
copies the hirs! day 1 was released
_ Punkhas alteady spread 10 the colones Los /\H()elus and
New York have a dozen.or so greups each ang the
phenomenon 1$ gaing momentum now due 10 a twoot
barrage of media hypg
Retailers-across thé' U'S_are qeannq u;\ RURIRUSTE
sumer.run QN punk items
ke fipped and pinhed
T-shits.. and one New
York s{ore teatures $100-
goid satety.pms 4
Perhaps musically and
politicalty conservative
folks lhoudhl things were
- glting better whert: hard -
“metal rock-meliowed it
adisco music Bul appar--
ently-a'vacuum existed
. and punk “with its under .
. lying phnosophy of andr:

* chy and nynilisin, filled

that empty spacé.in the
" hearts of yguth lOOkmg for
a new way. 10 rebel
‘Perhap& ~ Amernican -
punkers.are only toNmeg another commercialized
British fad, But if this “new wave’ of music does:
indicate a signiticant socral undercurrent, 1t could be
echoing the mindset of a generation wha teel they
. have no frontiers.- goals or challenges to stir them to
productlve actlorr Q- 7
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ient bristlecone pine still
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REWRITING HISTORY

THE WORLD'S
LDEST LIVING THIN

B

v

At nearl_‘y 5,000 years of age, bnstlewne pines are revolzmomzmg man'’s understandmg

of clzmate Iustory and archaeology. =~ .

'

by Roberf A Gmskey Photos by Davld Muench

battered forms of 'bnstlecone pifies cling precariously to ‘the sparse soil that
somehow sustains them. But the stunted, gnomish appearanée™of the bristlecones

belies their incredible age—- an awesome antiquity that antedates recorded history. Indeed,
“in the Whise Mountains of California nearly 20 bristiecones have lived- more than 4,000

g l ' ' lgh in the MOuntams"olithe southwestern United States, the thslcd misshapen and-

y rs. One tiee, known as Methuselah, is over 4,600 years old. The Methuselah tree was -

ndreds of years old when the Egyptians built the Grefit Pyramid. It had lived
millennium when ‘Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt. And it had survived over

3, mounTWmters when Charlemagne was procla1med emperdr of the Holy
. Roman Empire in A.D. 800. An even oldf'r bristlecone pine, growing in Nevada, was
o~ S e . . : ) .




antlecone (ree rlng C'hrOnologies can ba*extende
thousands of yeass through the technique

Yy
r-old- Methuselah

ovor a pedgd of .
‘pati

sof a

ingsican be established; As shown’
ing bristlecane, such as’ the

e, s actually only the -
ich now.w

. regfénably cut down in 1964. 1ts

age: at least 4900 years! In addi-
tion, dead bristlecone logs and

stumps have been found that were

living over 8,000 years ago.

How do we know the bristlecones

are thousands of years old? The an-
-swer s quite simple: Every year
most trées add a gmwlh ring of new
wood. By munung these -annual-
rings. the tree’s age can be deter-

“mined”

Liader idral - c adivens, trees may
grow quue rapidly, leaving easily
discernible annual rings. But bristle-

.cone pines grow ip and, hostile en-

‘vironments where growth can
fact, -

literally be  mucroscopye. In
bristlecones may grow so slowly that
the anoual nings may be only a few

t})odsandths of an inch thick—re-
quiring a microscope to be clearly
seen! .

Matching Trees: Cross Dating’

Pcrhups evep, more amazmg is that -
tree-ring chronologies are not lim-

~ited by the age of the oldest tree. By

 cross-dating the inner tree rings of
an old lnvmg.(’ree‘wilh (hose in dead
stumps and logs, scientists have
built up ‘an’ impressive sequence of
bristlecone tree rings extending over

8.200 years into the past (see’accom-

panying box).
l)cndrmhrunnlugn(s (scientists
who nicasure ume by counting
growth rings) have found that tree-
ring chronologies extending back

‘hundreds or thousands of years are

very useful’in historical and archae’
ological studies. For example. when
an archaeologist’ finds a woodgn
* béam that was used ‘in an ancient
building, he can often ‘date the
dwcllmb by matching the pattern of
tree rings in the beam with « master

tree-ring chronology for that area.
This technique has been especially
helpful in dating Indian ruins-in the
Americgn Southwest.

Tree‘ﬁ

source of information about logal-

ized weather gnd climate patter s
prior to man’s records. The date ca

be found by countng. the trecly
rings, and the chmate is determined
by studying the size, density and
othcr characteristics of those rings.
Obvmusly when the rings are small,
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we »\ouldiexpec( their growthirwas

“limited by some- ~climatic factor-

“usually sainfull. :
Dcndrmhronoluglsls Dr. Valmore

C. LaMarche and Dr. Harold €

Frigs havg, demonstrated that we

canAcquire a greater v.mdc,;:z?undm;b
of climatic’ ﬁuuudlmns and weather ™

patterns over the past sevéral thou-
sand years by examining bristlecone.
trée-ring patierns. Such studies, they
believe, give valuable insights into
future chimatic trends, such as the
potential for ¢ new ice age.
Recalibrating Carbon 14

“Yet perhaps the mosCsignificant re-
sult ot the bristlecone pine tree-ning
chronology is 1" revolutionary im-
pludlmn\ tor the carbon- 14 d.an
" _method “and our undcr\l.mdmg of
prehistory.

©. What do bristlegone pines-have o
do withscarbon 147 Al hving things,
inctuding (he bristiecone pine. con-
tain a small .amount ot the' radio-
active element carbon 14 When an
organtsm dies, the cggbon 14 begins
W decay at 4 kad wa rate By mea-

surmg the amount of remaining car- -

sbon 14 n @ ance living organism,
scientists can closely estimate when
that ofgantm died.

But-the rudiocarbon datng, tech-.

mique 1» based on the questonable
assumption that the amount of et
bon 14-avalable to be inturporated
into Iving orgahisms has remarned
constant tor thousands ol years,
Since carbon-l4  conceftrations

-~ have been measured oaly 10 the past

four decades. sgunlnlx could only
assunte that the same carbon- 14
goncentrationi appligd to those past
eras where no® historwal dgta was
available ay a chech ludeedl. with-
out that assumption. or 4t least
some methad of cahbration \the ra-
diocarbon dayng method W Id be
larbcl) worthless

Enter bristlecone pine. Fhe 8,200+
year sequence of bristlecone rings
~has provided a remirkable check on
the primary assumpuon ‘of radio-
carbon dauing. As cach ring in a
sequence grew. it recorded the car-
bon: 14 concentration in the atmo-
sphere at that ume. By measuring
lhc carbon- 4 content - of various
rinks. scientsts were able to chec
the agedracy of the radiocarbon dat-
ing tethad. The coaclusion of

The PLAIN TRUTH December 1977

[

“

i -
‘
.

. ‘ . .
maiy years of research at the Upni-

. versities of "Arizona. Pennsylvania,

and Culifornia is that the basi¢ as-
sumption of radiocarbon dating is
“nor grossly in error.. ladeed. the
. bristlecone studies have shown that
radiocarbon dating is generally ac:
curate over the past 3.000 years.

"Older by 900 Years

But the bristlecone, calibration atso
produtcd somethmg uncxpcc(cd

v As we go back in time priof 16 about *

1.000 B.C..-the amount of carbon 14
in the environfnent was somewhat
greater than at present. This means
that certain samplcs tlated hy fadio-
carbon -will be dated 100 voung. In
other words, the bristlecone “ping
calibration has shown that some ar-
chacological samples should ac-
tually be dated up 10900 years older
(¢arhier) than conventional ciarbon-
14 analysis would indicate!

The bristlecone calibration or va-

diocarbon has drastically changed
the archaeologist’s understanding of
some carly cultures: especially in

- Fumpg A leading Brinsh archae-

ologist, Colin Ren[rcw believes the
bristlecone pine will revolutionize
our. chronology of the dcvclopmcnl
of carly European civilization..
Using- the calibriated radiocarbon
dates, Renfrew contends that me-

" @alithic tombs of western Europe

are actually older than the Egyptian
pyramtds (which are usually
" theught ‘o predate the Eurgpeap
tombs). He d]\() asserts that Britain's
Stonehenge. unce thought to have
bedn 1inspired by Mydenacan
(Gireek) butlders. actuidlly was com-
pleted well before the, Mvu.ndcan
civilization. tjggan ‘Now it s clewe®
says “Renfrew. “that .megalithic
chamber tombs were being budlt. in,
Buttany ¢ i nullennmum  before
monumental funerary, darchitecture
“tirst uppears in the eastern Mediter-
rancan and 1500 yedrs hcﬂ)u the

’

.

5

s hd

raisng of the pyruluds M

Multipie Rings and the .
Appearance ot Age ‘

According to Renfrew, the brstle-’
cone calibration makes obsotete the
tormerly accepted theory that pre-

.

historic culture began in the Near

Last and was only later diffused into
“*barbarc” Europe.
- {Continued on page 37)
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or a moment picture yourself
resting comfortably in a‘kneeling position at the base
|.’of the Washington Monughent. Suddenly you have the
urge to jump as high as you can. Summoning all your
muscle power, you thrust your body upward and in no
time at all you find yourself sailing over the top of this
mighty obelisk with plenty of room to spare. jmpos-
sible, of course, unless you happen to be thegjlbionic
man or woman®But not if you are a human flea.
Millimeter for millimeter, the flea's leaping ability pales
into insignificance all Olympic high-jump, broad-jump,
and pole-vaulting records. For all of its one to two
millimeters in body length, the ilea is able to perform
prodigious leaps 90 millimeters vertically and twice
that distance in. a horizontal direction. Humans would
have to hurtle over 600 feet to equal the flea's perfor-
mance. One reason for the flea's amazing success is a
remarkable protein substance called resilin that is built
into what we might consider its “hip joint.”” it's the
kind of material that would make a super bouncing
ball. When it “bounces,” it can release 97 percent of
its stored energyPBy comparison, commercially made
rubber has only an 85 percent efficiency rating. When-
ever a flea prepares to jump, it assumes a ‘‘kneeling
position’' by drawing its hind legs tightly up into a bent
position. In the process, a socket on its abdominal
parts engages a catch or latch protruding from its
thorax. In this position the flea is pow '‘cocked” and
ready for launch. Relaxation of various muscies dis-
engages the latching ‘mechanism and allows the po-
tential energy storgd in the compresse‘d resilin to
propel the flea off into space through the kicking mo-
tion of its powerful hind legs.

Since fleas don't have wings, evolutlomsts [dE
they "developed’ their remarkable leaping abilities as
a substitute for. flight. Presumably this might be pos-
sible if the typical filea were a genius in mechanical
engineering. But lookiny at the intricacies of the flea's
anatomy—and its weli-coordinated and highly eﬂective .
leaping apparatus—one acan tT butmo
haps God didn’t ha,ve.somemfingita!gf,!ﬁ!h ts{
able design;: Bk vt

Kmne—Photu Researchers
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A ll of us bear the image of the God who created us. If all of us realized what
that meani, the world would he a far different place in which to live.

Image

Y o God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female

he created them. ... And God saw

everything that he had made, and -

behold. it was very good” (Gen,
1:27.31). Perhaps the’ above is the
most profound and inspiring theo-
logical statement in the entirety of
the Bible. Man had been created ip
the express image of the living God!
What an incredible, awe- mspmng
thought! What implications it has!

Consider for a moment what it
means to bear the image of God.
.Every human being who has ever

walked the face of this good green

&

by Bnan Knowles

earth has borne the likeness of
God—no matter how tall, short,
maimed. crippled. sick. healthy or
whitever. No matter.what race or
ethnic group one has sprung fromi—
he or she bears the image of God.
Eve is described as “the mother of
all living™ (Gen,_3:20). Eve bore the
image of God equally with Adam.
And she was created “very good.”
All races sprang from the womb
of mother Eve. Adam is the father
of the human, race. Theologically

speaking, we have all descended.

from that “one blood" (Acts 17:26),
and we are all, inthaw sense, the
“offspring of God" (Acts 17:29).

b

The mingled blood of Adam and

Eve runs i’ theyveins of every living
human bcing.z%w blood bears
“the image of Ggge” -

The implications of that state-
ment could revolutionize the whole
of human rélationships on this
planet—if we could only understand
and embrace them!

What does it truly mean to bc in

.God's own image? Is this merely

talking about the physical ‘resem-
blance of man to God? Or does it
imply much more? ’

Much more indeed!

Of all God’s created crealurcs
man is truly unique. Man alone has
humor, creativity, imagination. Man
was created transcendentally higher
than any other life form. Man

_stands at the head of the creation,

bearing qualities unheard of in- the
lower animal world. Man is the very
apex of God’s creative acts, the
Creator’s pinnacle of achievement.
And as such, mag stands dlone’ in’
the wniverse. Man is above it all.
Man afone is “the otfspring o
God™

Even the angels of God were cre-
ated as “ministering spirits sent
forth 0 serve, for the sake of those

- [humans] who are to obtain salva-

tion” (Heb. 1:14). Man was created
to rule, to have domiinion. He was
given authority to rule over this
plangt now, in this life. But his po-
tential was even greater: “For it was
not to angels that God subjected the
world to come, of which we are
speaking. It has been testified some-
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where, ‘What is man that thou art
mindful of him, or the son of man,
that thou cafest for him? Thou didst
make hNn for a liule while lower
than th€ angels. thou_ hast crowned
him witke-glory, and honor, putting’
everything in subjection under his
feet’ " (Heb. 2:5-8). -

Did you catch that?

God has crowned man with glory
and honor—now, in this.life! And
how has He done so? By placing
him at the head of His creation—by
giving him dominion over the rest of,
the world. Man has been given au-
thority and power to rule because he
teflects the image of his ruling Cre-
ator."God is a ruler, a governor, a
king.

Man is not an animal, becalise he
bears his Creator’s image. Man's in-
trinsic human qualities place him on
a far higher plane of existence than
any jn the animal world. Man is the
child of God, the finest product of
the ultimate Mind. God is seen in
man in a way that He is seen in no
other aspect of the Creation.

Man was not meant to grovel.
Man was not meanf to be subjected
to indignities at the hands of his
_fellowman. Does God insult God?

~Yet man’s inhumanity to man is a
massive insult to the i:rage of God
which he bears.

Racism an Affront to
God’'s Image

- Racismy is an insuit to the image of
God. Every race of man bears
equally the image of the Creator!
There is no “master race,” Adolf
Hitler's obscene theories notwith-
standing. In the sight of God we all

of mankind was intended to enter
into? relationship with the Creator
whose image it bears: “And he made
from one [blood—KIJV| every nation

of men to live on all the face of the
earth, having determined allotted

_ periods and the boundaries of their
7 - habitation, that they should seek
- God, in the hope that they might
feel after him and find him. Yet he
is not far from each one of us™ (Acts
4 17:26-27). God is no less distant
“from the black man than from the
white. All human beings, no matter
their skin color or ethnic origin,
were intended by God (o ultimately
enter into 2 relationship with Him.

«

came from that one blood. And all:z

he Church
is the body of Christ, and its
doors are open to all,
The apostle Paul explained
‘that “there is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free,
there is neither ‘male nor -
female; for you are
all one in Christ Jesus.”

God is not exclusnvely a God of the
Jews, or the (‘hrlgnans or the Cau-
casians. God is the God of the
whole universe! He is the Creator.
He is the life-giver and the source of |
salvation.

God has opcncd the way, through
Christ, for gvery human being, all of

- whom bear His image, to enter into

a one-on-one relationship with Him.
In Old Testament times, only the
Israelites were given national access
to God. Others had to enter the
community of Israel before they
could become, adherenls of the true
faith. *

-This is no longer the case.

The Church is the body of Christ
(I Cor. 12:13; Eph. 1:22-23; Cqg
l: 18) Itis lhc "lsrael of God™ (Gal.

is neither Jew nor Greek, ther
neither slave nor feee, theré i
ther qlale nor fenuale; far you(are all
one in Christ Jesus™ (Gal. 3:28 )
“ What a liberating statement!
All are one in Christ! All have
access to God through Christ—Jews,

- Greeks, blacks, whites, Indians, Ori-

entald’ God is an cqual opportu-
mlyqsdlvalmn granter”™! God rejects
no one from His Ringdom: All'may
enter into the body of Chnst who
bear His image!

Woman Not interior

God does not consider women infe-
rior beings, second-class citizens.
They bear jgually with men the im-
age.of God. The human race was

created “male and female” (Gea
1:27).

And God is not concerned with
human status and class structures.
To Him &:crc is only one class of

- human b¢ings—those who bear His

image. There areno slaves. no sub-
humans. Such distinctions exist only

in the human realm. It is man who".

has subjected' man to indignities. It
is man who-has made man grovel
and suffer—not God. God offers sal-
vation from suffering. God offers
-emancipation. God offers man the
bpportunity to fuifill his own incred-
ible potential.

No man has the right to subject
his fellow to the indignity of racism,
torture or pain. No man has the
right to insult the image of God in-

his fellowman Man was_created '

with dignity;, with dominion, with a-

brilliant creative mind that reflects

that of his Creator.

Man Is Deceived

But man has degenerated. N{an has
lost sight of who he is. Man has
groveled because he has listened to

the spirit of error. Man has been -
influenced by that deceptive spirit .
called “the devil” (Rev. 12:9; 1l Cor."

4:4; Eph. 2:1-2). Satarrhas sought to
destroy man’s dignity; to cause him
to lose sight of his own potential.
And to a large extent he has suc-
ceeded. But the brilliant light of
God’s truth is breaking forth into a
darkened world. The plain truth is
~\that man bears the image of God.
"JHe is not an animal. He was not
.made for indignity and igsult.
“Sameéday man will rule over the an-
gels (I Cor. 6:3). Someday man will
ascend to the height to which his
Creator.imtended him to rise. Man
must bea: his cross for a while, but
“someday things will be diffetent:
“Now iy putting everything in sub-
jection 46 him [man], he left ngthing
outside his control. As it is, we do
not ygt see everything in subjection
to him" (Heb. 2:8).
- Today man+ys crippled. Man has
not yet come to his fuil, glorious
potential. His gréss has been
withheld. He lives in a world domi-
nated by “spiritual wickedness in
high places™ (Eph 6:12). The light
of God’s-truth about man has been
all but-snuffed out. Man has lost
his way. He “gropes at\noonday as
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in the mgh! (see Isa. "59:10).
Stumbling ‘along in a spiritually
+ darkened world, man insults the im-
.age of God iri himself as a way of
life. Man kills. Man robs. He rapes
" and pillages. "Man treats human life
as if it were a cheap, expendable
commodity meaning nothing. Dicta-
tors  dictate and the masses suffer.
Thropghoul man’s history the world
has been plagued by its Hitlers and
its Stalins.

“In the dame of power, man tor-’

tires, maims and bludgeons His fel-
lowman' iri a- continual orgiastic
. violation of human rights.

In the name of God man prac-."’
tices racism. Bigotry and prejudice’

seep through the human heart like a
deadly juice poisoning relationships
* and causing untold. suffering. The

bigots rise up in holy horror when -

their racism is lab&led for what it is.
“Not guil(y'" they exclaim. “Guilty
‘as charged!” counters God. Man is
- guilty before God. Guilty of violat-

ing God’s own image, of insulting it,-

of blinding his eyes from seeing it in
others.
Male man suppresses female
"man, who is equally the bearer of
God's imagc.'Malc chauvinism is as
old as the hills of Mesopotamia and
~Palestine. Yet those who are most
guilty will justify their postire by
using the Bible: “Wives, obey your
husbands,” said the apostle Paul.

Yes, he did say that. But he also -

said, “Husbands, love your wives.”
He did not say to suppress them,
squelch-them and treat them as sec-
ond-class cig‘zcns.
wives are described in the Bible as
“heirs together of the grace of life”
TPer3:7).

No Excuse

.

Barriers based on Teelings of superi-
ority and inferiority should not exist
between members of thie ‘human
race. One race should not feel infe-
rior to, or superior to, another, One
sex should not be made to feel infe-
rior to- another. Nor should a per-
son’s occupation, -or lack of one,
‘cause him to\feel lower than some
other human being. Yes, physical

differences do exist between races -

.and sexes. And people do live at

different levels of human achneve- K

ment and economy. But all of this is™’

within the greater context of God’s ipm

26 i

Husbands and -

" image which .has been impressed

upon the whole of the human race.

Man has no justification for in-
sulting the image of God in his fel-
lowman. As Paul said, “They are
without excuse. . .."

Man should be able to see the
iinagd of his Creator in the created
universe. He should be able-to see it
in himself—the very apex of that
création. Paul pointed this out to the

- Romans: “Ever sincesthe creation of
the world his invisible nature,
namely, his.eternal power and deity,

has been clearly ~perceived in the

things that have been made. So they

are without excuse” (Rom. 1:20¥.
Man stands indicted by the ve

creation of which he is a part. God's

personality is everywhere! Itis to be
seen in the magnificent design of the.

universe. It can be seen in the vast |

size and scope of the cosmos and in
thé .microcosms of the earth’s eco-
systeins. His power, His wisdom, His
incredible intelligence, His deity is
to be seen everywhere in His cre-
ation. .But nowhere is the image of
God to be seen moré clearly than in
man himself. Yet man has failed to
recognize his own Father. Man has
failed to see within himself a touch
of the divine. Man has been blinded
to the reality of his own intrinsic
worth and to the vastness ofhis own
incredible potential.

A Heprobato Mind

And sd God gave man up to a base
or “reprobate™mind (Rom. I: 28).
In this state mag daily_insults the
image of God which he bears. Man
becomes “filed with all manner of
wickedness, evil, covetousness, mal-
ice. Full of énvy. murder, strife, de-
ceit, malignity, they are gossips,
slanderers, haters of God, 1insolent,
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil,
disobedient to parents, foolish,
faithless, heartless, ruthless” (Rom.
1:29-31).

Here is the sad picture of man cut
off from God. This is “*secular.man,”
man stripped of the knowledge of
who and what he is. Here is a
graphic
unaware that he is “the offspring of
'God.” ' :

Those upon whom the light, of

» God’s glorjg
_an obllgauon to live up to their own
page to the image of God in them-

. r

_circumcised. barbarian,

icture of humanistic man .|’

s truth has shone have |

selves—and in others. The knowledgc
of who and what we are demands a
change of outlook. It demanids a re-
sponse to God.-It requires a shed-
ding - of the “old nalure"—lha(
blinded mentality in’ which wc all

did that which comés naturglly. It

requires a -new outlodk, a new re--

spect for the divine image in our:

selves and in others. Paul put it this
way: “Do not lie to one anothgr,

‘seeing that you have put off the old
. hature with its practices and have-
put on the new nature, which is

bcmg rencwed in knowledge after
the image df iis creator. Here [in the
body of Christ] there cannot be
Greek and Jew, circumcised and un-
Scythian,
slave, free than, but Christ is all, and
inall”(Col. 3:9-11).

In the knowledge that we are all
created in the express image of God,

- the barriers fall like tenpins in a

bowling alley.“The artificial barriers |
that have divided man from m n
throughout his whole higlory are
broken down in Christ {see Eph-
esians 2:14). Man, in \Christ, is
emancipated from his own igno-
rance. Man now begins o com-
prehead who and what he is, and
where he is going.*Man begins to see
God, in Christ, in himself. Man
gairts dignity and self-respect. Man
is in God and God is in man.

And when the white light of this
realization breaks through With full
import, behavior changes drasti-
cally. A new nature—the divine na-
ture (II Peter 1:4)—-begins to assert’
itself. Man*is compelled, by virtue.
of his knowledg®, to treat his fellow- ;
man with love and dignity, recog-:

- nizing in him ‘the, image ‘of God.

Bigotries dissolve like motning fog
before a rising sun. Hatreds disinte-
grate. Violence is transformed into
gentleness and concern.

The beauty of God’s image
breaks through like an exotic baim,
like a precious spiritual ointment
soothing, cooling, healthg the mmd
of man’ Man is transformed. His
mind is renewed. His self- 1m5§e 1s
changed.

Wheén  fully unders(ood for all of
their power and import, it is perhaps

true to say that the Bible! coritains *
0o greater words than those found

i’ Genesis 1:27: “So God created
mhn in his own lmage A
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ime marches on.
«Time and tide walt
for man.” “Time is 'bf
the essence.” “Tlmc is
-mopey.” “A stitch in time
saves nine.” “There’s o
time like the present.” *Prograstina-
tion is lhe thief of "time.” “Time
, passed mé by

Time Never Stands Styt-

Even duri Joshua“sulpng day.
when the Sun, stood still—tfme con-
. linued “for about the’space of a
whole day.” Time is an ever prese.,gl
clement that is impossible to grasp
and store, ever elusive but eyer
there. It"is the most abundant re- -
‘source available, inexhaustible,, yet
constandly , rafioned, ein the same
ftustragingly small amounts. A con-
‘stant in an éver changing umiverse.
Not-somethifig through which you
pass, of which-passes by you, but an
-ever present companion ‘with which
you live. Y
You can’t-louch, smell, hear, see
_or deel time-but you ean sense it
* with- your mind, You can't stop it,
. speed itup or slow it down. You can
. acccp( it as a friédd or fight it as an
gngimy- or you can ignore it. -
. . Whatever you do with tinfe, as
“long as you live, you haye a ‘freSh,
supply to.invest each day'\%u can’t
- “save” time, but you can mork prop-
“erly use it so that w_k.u‘al future time
| “ybu have can be thoroughly reward-. -
“Ang & and enjoyabfle. "Bhe time to“im-

prove - the quality” % is_|
always NOW: Today is the ay.
1. oflhc rest ‘of your lnfc o

q._ ol v r.

A Day ata '(lme

We are all only One hcdrlbcat away_ |
" from closing out our time’bank ac-
count. Whatever long-range gdals
we thay have must always be con-
sidered in_the framework set by the
“apostle Jdnigs: “Look here, you
people who say, “Today or tomor-
row we are going to such and such a
town; {ay therea your, and open_up
% profitsble busipess.’” How ‘do yo
.know what is going ta happcn to-
morrow? For ﬂu: Jength of your
lives is as um.cr!a‘ih as the morning
fog—now you seq'if; soon it is gone.
What you ought to say i, “If the
.Lord wanis us 16,"we shall live and

\

do lhlS or that'” (James 4 13-15..
The: Living Bibte). ‘

-
©  There'is nothing wrong with. ph?/

ning: for\thc future. Just be sure you
recognize “Goq willing” niddst be the
sctting for those plans’ '

I'm, sureyéyouve heard the ‘otd
saying, “Live every day as if it were
your ‘last.” That's not from the
Bible, but in prmcnplc; n is blbllcally
confirmed.

. God’s plan for mankm{l éncom-
passes—?OOO years—too long a span
for any ong-aof us to participate
throughout. " God encourages, repen-
.tante—which in: essence is a thor-
ough recognition on our part that
we- have ‘spent our past time un-
‘wisely, Sinfully —so that we can dedi-

f cate our new life (still one day at a

(ime) ig a manntr that'will be pleas-,

ing to God. and' us. and that wnll

biing us to eternal life—when ‘tinid--
* will not be the:limiting factor it now-.

is. . S
So there is no’ question that God
wants us to make long:range plans—
eternity is the longest- range plda
you can make?

. The Bible records an 1mportdm
overview @f the fantastically suc-
cessful “life of Abralram, the father
of the faithful (who lived 175

cyears!): “And these are the days of*

the years of Abraham’s life which
- he lived, an hundrg, lhrceswrc and
ﬁflccn years”(Gefi. 25:7).
~ Sgventy-five days  of ycars
passed befoee God Tade His prom-
-ses o Abraham nother 25 long’
““days of years’ " pissed. réplete with
trials,  before the promised seed,
Isaac, was born. Each of the three
days Abraham spent taking Isaac tq
Mount Moriah to sacrifice him must
ave been a tormenting time. Of
{saac himselt the Biﬁé\' records:
.“And the dgys of lsaac were an hun-
dred and fourscore years [180]. And *
Isaac gave up the ghost, and
died .. *hemng old and full of
- days . . ”((lcn 35:28-29).

Mosés ‘praycd in Psalm 90,
“Teach us 'to number our days and
recognize how few they are; help us
to spend them as we. shduld" (Ps.
90:12, The Living Bible).

The highest mountain is climbed
one step at a-’'time, and the longest
life is lived one day at a'time,

s

-
Time is the unique and univer--
sal element available to each
lwmg individual in exactly the

e amount. Each day brings

a full bank account of 24
hours—and\the quality of your
I ife * depends\ directly on how,

- N
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“Evcrythmg is appropnate in 1ls
own time. But “though God has
planted eternity’in the hearts of men,
even so, man cannot see the whole
scope-of God’s work from begirning
to end” (Eccl. 3‘11
Bible).

“There is a right time for every;-
- thing: A time'.to be born a time'to
die; a time to- plam : harvest, heal,

destroy, cry, laugh,’ grieve, dance.

Kug, lose, find, tear, repair. speak

up, be quiet, hate. love (verses 1-8).
“So 1 conclude,” says Solomon,

[the wise man, “that, first, there is

,nothing better for a man than to be |

J4-—happy and to enjoy himself as long
as he can [now I can’t argue with

that, can you?]: and second,that he s

should edt and drink and enjoy the
fruits of his labors, for these are g:fts
.|+ from God™ (vcrsc,l3)

\-F-am sure we.all agree with thcsc
statements of wisdom, which are, af-

ter all, not just the sage advice of .
Solomon. but a major portion of the .

unbreakable and-holy Word of
God.. The problem we all have-as
individuals is how o apply in our
daily lives (hc pnnup]es observed
here.
" With. Christ. notliing is lMpus-
- sible, Paul tells us. Pray for wisdom,
we are admonished repcaledly The

beginning. of wisdom is the fear.’
¢awe) of the Lord, Solomon states.

more thin once-and then he com-
fortingly tells us, “The wise man will
find a tinie und a way to do what he
. [God] says™ (Eccl. 8:5.- The Living
Bible). - N

Start at the Beginning

" If only the wise man can achieve his
-plans, and it wisdom begins with a

healthy respect of Spur . awesome
God, then it looks like*the place for
us to start is with the recognition

~ that God's loving guidance of our
dail$ lives 1s paramquni, and that
true saccess without it is impossible.
Jesus gave us the key in what is
commonly called *the, Lord’s

Prayer.” He said, *Pray along these -
*Our Falhcr in heaven, we

lines:
honor your holy name [the fear—

awe—of the Lord]. We ask that your .

kingdom. will come now. May your
will be done here on earth, just as it

is in heaven [recognition thal there

The L iving.

is no true success apart from God's -
rule and ‘guidance]. Give us our
food again today, as usual [or, as the
King James Version renders it:
“Give us+#his day our daily-bread”—
one da;:t a time]. and forgive us
our sins [this day, up to now], justas
we have forgiven those who have
sinned against us’ " (Matt 6:9-12).
That-last part is most precious of

_all: « clean slate ‘for a new day!

Forgivenéss for our past sins so that
they will not burden today'’s new.._
life. There are two véry important .
things to notice in this context and
application: 1) Don't let yesterday's -
(or any accumulduon of ycslerdays ):
sins, mistakes, misspent@time,-hinder
today’s rew life. All you have-to-do
is repent, ask forgiveness,start fresh,
and try again, unburdened. clean,
gutltless. (My, wouldn't that solve a

“lot of hang-ups-and complexes tost”

of-us insist on carrying around with «
u§ every minute of every - day!)
2) Don't can?/ around_the impos-..
sible burden(of a grudge against

‘other people who have done you
| wrong (or you won’t receive the for- -
giveness you ash for in the fist

place!).

Now:, with 24 fresh, new, un:pefﬁ
hours ahead of you, think what you
can do! Clean before..God, not
angry or hateful toward any of your
fellow huntan beings.

Now you have some time to- inv’
vesi—and every Iu‘urc mipute wilp
become ,;more valuable, even theugh,

“ it won't be any longer or shorters

You-don't have jo,-waste time
brooding ovdl the past and &at-up

© precious time, which -is “your He, .

feeling sorry for yourself, Againy
Solomon put 1t beauufully.
fool foldeth his hands together [imp-
mobilizes his Ldpduly to al:tl and
eateth his own flesh™ (Eccl. 4.3) '

A Whole Now Dly! ',,

Now that you've begun, fWvest a
little of that precious now-time plan-

. hing what to do with the rest of the ..

priceless new day. If you suddenly

* found yourself with a million dollars
“to spend (irivest), you would proba-
" bly use a few of those dollars to lay

wise plans on how to spend (invest)’
the rest—or the fool and his money
would soon be parted!

“The -4

“-

Plannirig sounds hard but it isn't.
- Remember, it’s just one day. one
step. You can't do everything at
onee, but you can take one step in.
the right direction.

Centain investmenys of daily time
are already planned for ‘us Just.by
the way we are made.

Sleep is going to rcqulrc the_big-
gest chunk. (That's why we usually
think, of the day starting when we

_.wake.up.) Don't begrudge sleep: it’s

3 very important investment of your
time. But don’t waste, spend time
shkeeping that you don't have to. Edi-
son was purported to need only four
hqurs of sleep—but Einstein re-
quired ten! Think Yabout it. How
many hours of ‘good sleep do you

_require? .

Don’t try to copy anypnc else”
You are unique. You have your own
individual slep needst Live with
them-—don’t fight them = =and the rest
of the day will go better: Chcat on
your sleep,-and you cheat yourself.
Sorhe .people can't sleep “because
they worry—so, quit worrying and
rest assured. Solomon says, “Just

. being too busy gives you- night-

mares” (find that one yqurself; in-
west some fime reading the Book—
no better investment!').

Prlormu

“The slccp of a lsboring man "is
sweel,""Solomon says: So. if you
want to get the most out of your
hours of sleep (howcvcr many they
need to be), you're going to Have to
“put your hand to some honest work!
(Beware' the bear on the Wetfare
rolls.) Work is sorfiething we all
(most anyway) have to do. Too
aften we consider it “bad.” God
says it's “good.” Take your pick.

Now,. with, God's viewpoint, we
dan enjoy our-work - maybe for the
-first time in our lives! You have to
work anyway, so why waste time
fretting over it? You can'l llck)/l/ 50

. Join it .with enthusiasm—ig nore
fun-thatway; you get_pdre out of
every minute. Besides® that, you

_make money. And cveryone needs
mncy Don’t love it, or lust after it,
and certainly don’t waste time
. 'worrying about it—but work, and

:get some!

\

You can't enjoy+your job, you

[ ]
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r you do."Oh, yes you can! But

say? Number one, I bet you could if
don’t like the one you have, get on

careful with this. Try number
first!.
Work and labor of course, |

tnoney-earning time_ we mvcst
actual definition of work is “mo
an object a distance.”

Let’s face it, justsgetting out of
bed in the first place is work (espe-
cially if your sleep-investment didn’t
pay off!):

A ligtle time invested af work
around home might well save you
more money than an entire work-
day’s time might earn you. Remem-
ber, “Procrastination is the thief of
time,” “Do it Now" is a good
_mouo—but also remember, “Haste
makes waste.” That's “why planning
is important.” Use your mind, your
wisdom to.determine which “it”
needs doing -“Now.” But at least
pick one!-

Watch out though- bCLdUSC if you
go to work with your new atitude
on your new day. your boss may
think you've ﬂippcd your lid, or
you't€$ick, or you're scheming to

- get something. Don't worry about’it
__though: just grip and bear it! If he
~akes water, you make like a duck,
~and let it pour harmlessly off your
back. Ty it; you'll like it!

-Eat, Drink and . . .

Now, whal's 50 bad about that?!
You have to invest some time in
eating—why not enjoy~.it? If you
overeat, you won't anoy\% Just so
much time spént, no investment.
You are what you eat, so eat better
and be better. From what I see of
. the TV ads, most people must be
“waisting” their time, because relief,
offered for sale, from stoinach. head
and bowel achgs seems 1o pre-
dominate!
lnvest some time and find out
what kind of foods are best for you.
The ongs that taste: good and are
govd for you. No wasted time and
no suffering time afterward. ENJOY!
Drink is okay? That's what the
Good Baok says! Sorry about that
(not really, of coufse!). If you think
“drink” just means water and grape

~

-

you tried. And number two, if you/

7

juice, you need to invest more time
reading the Book! “Wine makes the
heart merry,” Solomon says. (God
says; remember He put that in His

Book.) “Take a flittle wine for your '

stomach’s sake,” Paul advises Tim-
othy—not aspirin bicarbonates,

painkillers and tranquilizers (which '

all cut down on the quality of life),
but WINE! Invest some time and pick
a good ane.

But don’t overdrmk or ge( drunk.

. That's a waste of time. It takes too
_long to get that way; you can’t re-

member hew, you were when you
were that way, and afterwards it
takes too long. sick and sorry,
sober up so you can invest some
new time-properly!

Beer is good too. After all, all of
the wells in the Old Testament afe
called “Beer-something-or-other.”
(“It’s the water,”
a joke, by the.way.) Be sure you plck
a good one. ENjoy!

Believe it or not, God cven r:c< .

ommends” a liide “strong drink”—

diiring His . Holy Days. no- less!’
(Deut.
WCTU!) And coupled with that-
* God says: “Réjoice™!

14:26—read it and weep,

. Bo Merry )
I heard a man say one.time, “This

steak tastes so good I'm afraid God -
is going to find out—and forbid it!”.
What an opinion of our lovmg Crc- .

ator!

Did God make a mistakg.when ..

He made steak? Back to the Book if

you think so—invest more time. And -

who'made taste buds anyway? God

could have created us so we had to -
eat skunk-smelling slime to live=if -
He had been 4 sadist! But thank -

God, God is not like many people

think He'is. He's really nice! We'
don’t see in.black and white, like:
‘many animals. Wc see in living

color~and we dld e¥en before color
TV .
Gqd is not agnmst “fun—He in-
vented it! “Enjov!” “Be merry!”
"Rejmce'" God commands.

Our ears are capable of listening

toa wide range of sounds, pleasant

. and unpleasant. You take your pick.

Deafen yourself with 140 decibels of

‘sound I you want, but when you-

‘can't hear things you'd like to after

you know!—that's”

that, don't blame God. You: just
«spent time, didn’t invest it! ;

" Touch. That's another goodie.
We'ry so out of touch in this uncom-
fortag("aconcre;e-stcel glass . world

we've prisoned olrselves in,

we've lost a good deal of the won-

derful sense of touch God gave .us.
Velvet or plastic, take your pick.
‘Hug your children. Touch your wife,
your husband. Feel plants, trees,
animals—get texture in your life!
ENnjoy!.

. Smell! That word usually carries
a bad connotation. But it need néé.
That's just our natural negative
bent. (Ever notice how most people
refer to traffic signals as “stoplights™

without recognizing they are also

“go lights™?!) Learn to smell again.

.omell fresh air—you may have to

invest some time getting there.
. Smell flowers. food and fawns:
*Smell theé- fan‘ul)a if you don't like

i havt: them invest some time in
- soap and water! :

Solomon says, “The eyé is never
“filled with seeing, and the ear is

never filled with hearing.” He might’
have added. insatiable taste -and’

touch and never filled nostrils,
Think abopt jt. That's good news,

What “if -you "had a quota’ on' all

those senses? After so long, your

eyes and ears would be full ‘and:
you'd be blind and deaf. Your nose -

wouid plug ip and you'd*die! Thep,

forget thie rest. —.

Al that ab0ve is what we call
“recreation.” Invest.a proper

-amount of time. ENjov! Be merry!

.God commands it!

Learn -

-Invest® some time in learning. It's

more fun than you thipk. No. you
are never 100 old to lcam! That’s a
myth. Take some’{ime away from

what you waste on V and invest it

in learning. Surely there is some-
thing you'd like to know—unless you
know it all!-

Learn to think. for instance.
Study, . both secular and biblical,
makes a good time-investment.

Prayer is time well invested. Try .

it—you’ll like it too!

Meditdte, roll ovef®the day's |

events in your mind and_plan how
to‘invest better tomorrow. 0O

v
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| "Ambassador Co[lege gwes me the kmd of
envtronment that. makes gettmg an educatwn
. as enjoyable as lt s’ challenglng




Pnotos by Ken Evans

oel Olson ,of Fenton lowa, is
happy to be an Ambassador
student. He feels’good about his
expenences at college and ther
oppertunltues he's had to develop
himself — like his term last year as
.sophomore class president. This year,
Joel is serving as sports editor for The
Portfolio, Ambassador's campus
newspaper. With this valuable wfiting
experience and his major in mass
_ communications, he plans to enter the
-field of public relations journalism after

-«

< (°graduatlon Now in hlSJunlor year, Joel

fs well on his waj to success, with
growmg confidence in higgbtities, his
. ‘character, and his God. Today
e than ever, Ambassador
College offgts a wealth of
- opportunities far people who.
are turned on to life and want
to get involved in making it
better. Joel Olson is one of
those people. . . . What about
you? For information about -

‘admissions, call toll-free (800) 423-

: 4444 {exceptin California, Alaska and
Hawaii, call (213) 577-5000], or write:
Ambassador College, Admissions
Otfice, 300 W. Green St., Pasadena,
Ca 91123. - s

Ambassador College admils students of any race color national and
ethnic ongin: .
v
In acéovdance with Title iX of the Higher Educationat Amendments of

1972 as applicable and not thetefro' ted. Ambassador
College does not dischminate on the basis ot sex in educational
programs, activities, or employment

. -
\
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by Robert C. Smith

o

R

"r. and Mrs. Jones really -
“had their “quiver full of:-
arrows.” -as the book of

Psalms puts it. With fen children. '

they ‘could look forward. to seeing a,
virtual community of their own off-
spring ore the grandihildren be-

ght 1o arrive. They could: expéct’to. -

< re\ire in the midst of that “c:)ctgrrdeg
amily” for which they were wgpons
sible. and spend their waning’ yeags

in the delight of giving, sharing. and A

relating to $heir progeny.
But it didn’t work out that way. -
) _Their large huuse is practically
empty now. The frantic hubbub of
just a few short years ago is only an
aching memury. Phong calls are few
and far between, as are cards and.
letters. Visits from their grown chil-
dren are seldom and brief. Each of
them has joined his own “nuclear
family,” has his own problems, his
own pursuits, his own life to live.
Back: when all the kids were
home, there never seemed to be
time for-the whole family to get to-
- gether."People came and went on
their own unique schedules, and
there were seldom more than two

people in the same room at one Y

time. The “dinner hour” stretched
to four hours, and the kitchen
seemed more like a cafetenia than a
dining room, as the constant line of
“customers™ each catered to his or
her own particular culinary desires.
There was rarely an assembly of

the entire family around the large -

dining room table. There was fio

sharing of daily evénts, of joys and

disappointmants, of plans and goals.
There was ao ‘citaraderie, no
unity-just . group of individuals

32

enduring the formative years of
their lives in an atmosphere of in-
credible lonclingss.

Father—the titular head of the
"amll_y~was feared by one and all.
Mother whined’ and complained.
criticized and squelched. and . the
children gratefully welcomed every

L opportunity to ecither vacate the

premises or lotk themselves in
“Btly bedrooms. Family conversa-
lion consisted of competitive
wranglmg raised voices, challeng-
ing innuendos—and was generally

| completed within five minutes.
The kids have all moved away
now, and they don't visit with each:

other or their parents all that much.
ln fagt, the Joneses have a few
grandchtldren they still haven't even
seen.

It was different with the. Smllhs
They. like the Joneses, had a large
family—five children. They too
raced off to school” and work &
day. They also had very-little per-
sonal contact ‘during the day. as
each family member “did his or her
own thing” - but unhke the Jones
family, the Smiths almost ritual-

%caﬂly looked forward to the din-

hour, as a family!
In spite of lean years, they knew
they could always expect a colorful,
delicious, well-balanced meal. Not

always steak or gourmet delicacies,
but always santillating conversa-

tion. Current school traumas, differ-
ences with friends, and family
difficulties were freely discussed
around the dinner table. Going
steady. boy-girl frustrations, and
- proper planning fer‘happy marriage
were talked about frankly and

L filled most weekends.

openly. As the years passcd and lhe
Smith children slowly ¢merged “as-,
young adults, the fruit of thése one-

-and two-hour dinner conversations

became increasingly obvious. The
family trusted e: ih other. Hogésty "
was the rule. not thesexception. Fhe
childten knew and undesstood, their -
parents, and were able.to share in
the responsibilities of life in a large
family. They were aware of the need = .
for economy. frugality. thrift, appre- .
ciation, and consideration for
others, because these subjects had
all been rcguldrly discussed during
those precibus dinner conversations.

As the children [éft home one by
one. they began to put what they
- had learned into practice. Many im-
portant and subtle lessons had
found their way into the children’s |
minds and hearts.

N\ _ They made beautiful, happy mat-

ages and*threw open .their homes'
toXthe “old folks,” making them wel-

‘cotwe in every way. And to the joy

of the Smiths. their children sought
every possible opportunity to return
“home.” Backyard barbecues. swim
parties and just plain fellowship
And there
were still many times to sit as 4
family around the dining table and
discuss plans and trials and goals.
Our Instant Soclety

In a hurry-up society such as ours,
there is sometimes very little oppor-
tunity to relate together as a family
like the Smiths. With each family
member running off to his or her
respeclivc endeavor, sometimes din-
ner is the only time available to
régroup and rendezvous. .

Tha PLAIN TRUTH December 1977

e



N 4 ¢ : ! v T
. .
) _
5 g IR = IR
. ) NI X7 N 2 . B
: ) » ¢ VZEENE S Y
. , . T e P
‘. 3 N
. . . . CL . DR . .
| . . .- Sl :
) ™~ , . B i "}'"’(
. c ’ -

ct i

- To«ﬁy ations communicate mstantaneously via satell:te—mlgyed telemswn. .
The rise and fall ofigovernments come to'us live and in color on y
- and in séconds converse-with someone halfway QJ o
thes? fantastic {worldwide commumcatwns breakthronﬁhs it is becommg «n;,creasmgly dgﬁ'icul .
' to comm:;mcate on the home front. Hére' s one tried and tested way to »tmp{ove yozgr own: fgmdy
cammumcauonsfand reap tremendous beneﬁts n the pr‘oaesx. ‘

eveningnews. We can p1ace a ‘cixll
the globe. But in_spite df T

.

fre

s “bers druyms and goals. frustrations
+ and agedmplishkments, fears and de:
* sirkg/It s a family chardcterized by,

* . The PLAIN TRUTH Degermbse 1977.
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“nulgomg glvlng”dnd cericern, Lls a.

-themselves on - being "inthe know
“ about the stock market or world
- events. might blush®when asked ra®

- pace. Time is the'm
©in determining our daily modus op- -

iy that eiits together i a
is aware of t3ch mem-

Lloscncss -by love apd, s,(.ab'gl < DY
growing, nurturing family which is
: preparing to become an mtegral"
“ipart of the futtire ofthe wprkh .

World authorlties; phllosopher'-}.
thu}logmns angd socnologlsls al
dgrc; that the ‘basis for ny strong
community —whether local or intef-
national in scope--is a stfong family
relationship.

But today family communication
+is being efaded by incredible socie-
tal pressure (o fragment. to go sepa-
rate.ways, People who pride

simple question: like - “Where are
your kids tonight?” ‘\4 .
WFamily. ' members toflay Tace
through ‘Life at an almost numbing
motivating’ factor,

erandi: We frantically gulp dows in4,
stant breakfast, drink instant coftee
hear instant news, attend instant
meetings, hayg instant tetper ex- .
plosions.’ -and _finally--at” the end
of.our \wary instgnt d.ly eat an
instant catch-as-Calch-can meal be-
fore watching the ‘instant entertain-
ment on our ‘pu’hoﬂdl television .
.set. I
'Kids ‘today complain that pareats ..
just don't. have any time for them.

No time to sit down and answer |,
thosé impartank quéstions that, kids .

ask. Oaly time for.an instdhe*¥es,”

i

4
«
o

Hiustration by Mike Woodruft

,or “No,” or "l don’t know.” No pa-
tle’ncc 1o su down and listen as an
ranxious teenager pours out. what-

ever is in his or her hcurt
A€ you'rg living il a {amlly situ?
‘dluyn what s your homg™ike? Are
youe children being prepared to face
d that awaus them" i there

, L S
time -to answer “their eafthshakmg*

qucauon& and listen to their minia-
ture ragedies an(T triumphs? 1f the
answer as “No”
.times, *pefhaps you ought to con-

Sdcr lh«t‘_wrluca of a regular. familys | J RN
inner héur— precious imé i which '
10 pass around somé 1ov¢ CF

“or anly “Sdniés

Tt ¥
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',ln\‘/asilon Fr()m Outer Space?

b ’
n invasion from outer space
by aliens from another-

planet has long been good
copy forscience fiction wtiters.
" War of the Worlds is one such
_ well-known science fiction novel
written by H. G. Wells, in which he
envisioned Martians invading earth

with 'superior weapons. Even our

most sophisticated weapons could
not stop the invaders’ relentless,
systematic drive to conquer our
planet. '

. But sometimes truth is stranger
than fiction! .

Believe 1t or not, a thorough
study of the Bible—the written Word
of the Personage who says He is
" the Creator’.of both man and the
earth—shows the . Bible ‘emphat-
ically predncts that a great and pow-
erful Bemg frpm outer space,
together with a \iast army, will soon
descend -upon earth . and actually
. conquér I Ag.in the novel by H. G.

Wells . the Bible tells us that the ef-
forts ‘of* earth’s atmies to thwart
these invaderg will bg utterly futile.
After. subduing the natlons ihis
great Being w)ll setup a world- ‘ruling
. government - The: Bible also tells us
that those who will rule with Him will
be former earthlings who, unknown
to the world, had been in rigorous

traiming tor thus very purpose For this .

. great outer-gpace Beipg has’'been
actively selecting and wqumg with
His future administrators tor quite a
number of years!

© Astonishingly, some.of these very
earthiings who will soon become a
part of this world-ruling go¥ernment:
could be your own fnends. rela
tives, acquaintances—or they could
be men and women who have been
sleeping in the dust of the earth in

death Even the grave-is no barner’

”

to this Super—be?ng! He will merely
call to His chosen ones to awake
from the sleep of death and rise
from their graves. It is also revealed
that this Being will soon give His

the same type of bddy He presently
possesses—a _body inherently pos-
sessing great power, glory and+im-
mortality! -

This great Being, as you have
prot%ably already guessed, is none
other than Jesus Chrst of Nazq
" reth—a mar) who walked this earth
about 2,000 years ago. Yet, He was
much more than just a man. He was
and is the ver3 God who created
the earth and mankin<!

Those. who will be made immortal

coming are the ones who have dili-
gently lwed by the Wogd of God,
after-having repented of’living con-

.Bible. They were bapuzed-—put
into—the specially called-out group
of Christians—the Church of the liv-
ing God—having received Hos Holy
Spirtt during therr physmal $ojourn
onearth.

the Spirit of God, they lived a hife of
overcommg their selfish lusts and
the “ewvil pull]s olt this world Th

£~ strove 1o resist the influence of the

arch-ruler of darkness and.the
father of s|n, Satan the devil and his
realm ot demort henchmen

The government of Jesus Christ
will usher in a thousand years of

dance and prosperity tor all earth’s
monrtais Warlare. povérty and un-
happiness will have become past
history Most of this world's war
machinery wili be turned into farm

.
;o

hand-picked cadre of world rulers -

-and who will rule with Him at” His |

trary to God's will as revealed in the,

Then, with the miraculous help of-

worldwide peace. happiness, abun-’

equipment, which wiil be- ysed 10

produce the bounteous harvests
God promises 10 bestow upon the

" nations. ,

Warfare will be -totally abolished
in, the wonderfui World Tomorrow,
instead, men will learn to,love their
fellowmen and respect the rights of
all people.

Love, joy. peace and happiness
will fill that wonderful world. be-
cause men will have finally come to
realize 'that the “give way™ of the
great law of God.1s truly the way to

N lasting peace and true happiness

That wor|d is just around the cor-
ner!

It you want to know more about
the coming world government of
Jesus Chnist and His administration,

.as' well as how to qualfy for Go-

rulershipwith its coming King. write
for the Ambassador College Bible

" Cotrespondence Course. This.

course of Bible study makes plain
the teachings of Jesus Chnst and

‘the prophets ot oid—all of whom

were inspired ot God to wnite about
our time .and Christ's imminent re-
turn to establish His beneficent rule
on earth

There are twelkve, 16-page

monthly lessons in this absolutely
- free Bible correspondence course
- The only “'tex}book’ you will need

1Is your own Bible A certiticate ot
completion will be awarded 1o those
who pass a thorough final exam-
ination .(In addition, each lesson
contains a quiz which the stugent
can take to evaluate his progress
-for Himselt y

So betore you do another tlung.
why not.clip the hterature request
coupon on page 45 and ask
for the Ambassador College Bible
Correspondence Course. Do it now
betore you forget! 0O

n

Send your request to: Ambnudor College Conupondonco caum. Box 111 Pasadena, California 91123.

Oor, it you would rather, pick up the telephone and call
in Calitornis, Alnk-. and mmu

b

our tol-free line: the number ls 1-800-4234444. Those )
may c-u 1-213-877-5225 collect. .

N

\'I
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KOREA
(Continued from page 11)

former Prime Minister Paik Too-
chin said: *JOf course we'll fight, but
the U.S. will then face a very diffi-
cult decision: come back or forsake
an ally in Asia. Will yau abandon
your friend?”

Many believe the United States.
still reehing from its disastrous Viet-
nam expericnce, would likely shy
away from a new Kafean war, since
it would be fighting an ally of the
U.SSR. This could place Soviet-
Amernican relations on the con-
frontation legvel of the 1962 Cuban
mussile cnsis. And Russia is much

. Stronger ROW. 4

Yét by withdrawing U.S. troops.
the likehhood of such a way s en-
hanced. Inexplicably, thef Carter
Administration  while proppsing an
increase in NATO spending- has
apparently forgotten that the Soviet
Union is not only 'a Furopgan but
also an Asian power.warran\ng an
equal U.S. counterpresence im both
spheres 1If war is to be avoided. \

Horrible as 1t sounds, the US.
“ would probably yustity sacrificing an
ally- an ally of 35°mullion people--
rather than "risk™-a nuclear World
War L. Such reasoming is actually
nothing new Mr Paik tld us of his
own face-to-face confrontation with
former President Eisenhower over
whether to arrange the cease-fire in
1953. Adamantly insisung the US.
and U.N. forces yield to the com-

bined North Korean and Soviet call”

for a cease-fire, Eisenhower shquted
at Paik: Do you expect me to stait
_a global war over a sh\al| country
"like Korea?"

If that were the case in l‘253. how
much more so in 19777 . "

Even Russians Want Amnlcu@ to
Stay

Perhaps the strangcsl “thing ‘about -

the current situatjon i Kbrea is that
no power (except for North Korea)
dlrcclly or indirectly invblved i in the
t -old dispute wants to ‘change’the
us quo. And this eved includes
lhe Russians and the Communist
Chinese, strange as that may scem.
Fror the Soviet viewpgint, there
is no advantage whatsoever in. a

- U.S. roop withdrawal, if that means.
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war and a communized Koreca.
Moscow believes a ‘Korea under to-
tal Red control would more likely
lean toward Peking. By being forced
to aid Kim li-sung in™~a war. the
Sovicts would shatter any hope of
detente with the United States. Fur-
thermore, Commumist victory in
Korea would serid shock waves
throughout” Japan, increasing the
danger of full-scale Japanese rear-
mament. The Russians have enough
trouble on their hands with. China to
worry about Japan, a nation that up
until’ now they have pretty much
been able to bully around. !
Communist China. too. has no in-
terest at this tume in upsefung the
applecart in Korea. In China's eyes.
the United States must remain a
credible power in Asia A the emerg-
ing relationship between the two is
to develop. A U5, “defeat in Korea-—
or worse yet. a shameful,abandon-
ment of an ally - would hkely drive
China away from a “paper tiger”
and into a rapprochement with the
Soviets—something the Japanese
would gravely fear.
- . Thus, for both the Soviets and the
Chinese. “the American presence
can be a stabilizing force on the
_peminsula in that the US. with-
drawal might not only force them to

confront the US. but also would -
promote furthe! conflict ‘between.

themselves. Hente, contrary to their
" public ' statements. Moscow and Pe-
king are less interested in advocat-
ing the U.S. withdrawal from South

Korea. and the last thing they wani .

at this time is a recurrence of a con-
flict in Korea” (Yung-hwan Jo,
“The Other Side’s Views: ‘Washing-
ton-Seoul Ties,”
Cduly 1977).
Doubts bI U.S. Wl

As a result of the planncd U.S. with-
drdwul from Kored and the con-
curreat buildup of Soviet ercnglb
‘and influence in thé Pacific, Japan 18
nervousty c{cb‘mng the question of
. her national” “sectinty  with - greater
- rgency | than evet before,_ * -
Japan whose; Amcpum lmposed
postwar constitution bans dn offen-
sive armed _force, spcnda less than
ong percent of its GNP on defense,
- scompared: to aver seven percent in
the United Stdtes and six pegeent in

¢

v

e .. ..

.. A

Pacific Community, .

" South Korea: Indjcative of- Jap.an 'S

defense preparednes, it has been
estimated, that Japan's air force
could last about ten minutes in a
war with the Soviet Union.
Observers now wonder whether
Japan. the world's third-largest in-
dustrial nation, 'will reluctantly be-
gin a military buildup ds a result of

. the new Korean situation and ac-

companying: doubts about Ameri-
can trustworthiness and willingness
to honor its security treaties. A Jap-
anese rearmament would almost
certainly cause anxiety in other
Asian nations which remember Jap-
ancse wartim= aggression.

In the end ihg Japanese may be
forced into making a Hobson's
choice " between rearmament  (in-
cluding nuclear weapons)® or “Fin-
fandization”-a meek submissive
neutralizaton and domination by
the Soviet Union and/or China.

The question of U.S. resolve and

reliability as an.ally may also be felt

\m \Mcalcrn Europé, where some pol-
iticiars see. the U.S. pullout from
Korea as a furthet indication of the
decline of U.S. will and power.

In effect, the U.S. ground forces
have served as “the finger in the
-dike” of peace in Korea and al of

. northeast Asia. When they aré re-
moved. a fload of world tensions is
certain to rise. Surely “wars and ru-
mors oP wars™ will threaten as never
before. and the temptation to “go
nuclear” will intensify (even be-
tween the two comipeting Koreas).

Global U.S. Decline

The troop pulloul scheme tha( no-
body wants—not even Washington's
chief aduersaries -can only be
viewed in the overall scope of the
steady worldwide erosien of Amerni-,
can power and wnfluence. The
United Statey 15 a4 power un con
traction, a nation n dechne. with.a
government that can no longer dis-"
tinguish between friend and foe; a
country consisting of # people that
has lost its. moorings Lo its own his-
tory and to the God that gayve ut
national blessings beyond the mea-
surg of any itthuman hlstory

The impact of the *troop with-
drawal would be catastrophic
enough for the Kogean people. It-
could also be something from which °
.a decaying America would never re-
cover. O ' -
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INBRIEF

" other things, an ideologue, as wéll
. 35 a firm believer in Israel's destiny

by Stanley R F\ader -

okyo, October 18, 1977:
I As Mr Herbert W Am-
8 strong improves ¢ach day
from the illness that has confined
him to tus bed for the ftrst time
in more than 60°years. | have been
spending the-fast three weeks ful-
fll!mg our commitments vis-a-vis
pro|ects that we have-undertaken
in the past. and have already em-
~ barked on new projects in Egypt.
: Israel, and here in Japan
. And $peaking of Israel, that na-
tion is sure to continue to be a
*major focus -of the worid's atten~
tion in the coming months. it ap-
“:pears that the Geméva Peace
Conference is ready to be resumed
after almost three years, and there
" is hope in many quarters that a
settlement of the crigis that has
_made the Middle East the most
.explosiye area In the world can be
reaghed: ‘srael’'s foreign minister,

mmtsler lsmail Fahmy, have each
*-visited the' United States and have
fad lengthy discusstons with Presi-
dent Carter and Secrelary of State
- 'Vance. ,

The \problems confronting the
parties at Genéva wili not be easy

subjected to mtemal pressures
, from home that will affect the ne-
gotiations, because. ali politicians
. are concerned about their own
- political future and tod often, it not

“mitments are dictated by the inter-

-+ nal -situations that are extant at
. any particylar time. -

The new prime minister of

: Israel; Menachem Begin,.is still a

- retative unknown. dq,.pit’e his atc-

“ MR.BEGIN AND

PROSPECTS FOR
MID-EAST PEACE

Moshe 6ayan and Egypt's foreign

| to resolve, and each party will be:

“ always, foreign political com-’

-

cessful trip 1o Washmgton and
New York, and now it appears that
his personal health is a serious
question. It is thig writer's opinion,
however, that he may stand in a
very unique- position to bring-
about peace In the Middle East it
anyone can:

His coming to power bear;s a
striking similarity to General
Charles de Gaulle's return to

. power at the time that the Algerian.
question almost tore France apart.
With civil war threatgning and -the
bloddy contlict in Algeria acceler-
ating every day, de Gaulle was '
asked to lead the nation once
again by those who were con-
.vinced that he would save Algeria-
for France and was the only. man,
who would be able to do so. But®
within a very short period of time it
was the same General de Gaulle.
who was able to extricate France
from Algeria and to end the-
bloody conflict and bring about
the real postwar recovery of his

nation. Only he had the personal

slature to make the kind of deci-
sion that was required at the time.
Again, Begin's rise to power
bears a striking resemblance to
the rgturn of Richard Nixon to na-
tional power in 1968. It was Mr.
Nixon, whose anti-Communist-
credentials were so eminently
well-known and authenticated,
who was able to bring about the
rapprochement with Communist
China. Anyong_ other than' Mr.
Nixon would have beén attacked
trom the right to such an extent
t/ilt it would have more than likely.
anided his palitical Gareer.
87 Begm is known to. be. among

.~rolledin biblical times. Mg has bean

~ Israel and with ahy who are inclined

- about a.return of mugh of the oc-

-_stfucuon of the entire clvul‘zod

to reclaim those landswhich it con-

described as a "hawk’' and as un-
compromising in his dealings with
members of the opposition party in

to'take a soft ine vis-a-vis any of the:
Arab nations, particularly with Te-
spect to the return of the occupied
territories commonly referred to gs
the West Bank. And even recently
he has given fresh evidence that he*
" Boes nat intend toadvocate a return
of those terntories as part of a peace
settlement. .

However, becauge of his politi-
cal posture in the past, and his’
genuine credentials as a hawk, ‘he
stands, in this writer’s view, as the
one man who might be abié to .
make the-kind of deal with the
Arab nations that would bring

cupied. territory ip return for the
Arab nations' recognition of israel

as a state, which recognition J

.alone is the only real basis for
peace in the area, notwithstanding'-
United States guarantegs of any
permanent cease-fire, armlstloe or
peacetreaty.

Until the Arab nations and Isragh
are able to stabilize and normalize 4
their relations—relations which
have never been normalizad trom-
the time of the creation by the -~
United Nations ot the state of -
israel in t948—there can be no
real hope of a lasting peace. it is
ogly when conditions become .
fiormal that pdopleé can learn.to °
live with one another. .

Let us hope that whatever hap- ._|
pens at Geneva, we will all be able
to look back this time next year
with the feeiing that at lgast one
area of this troubled world is frae
at long last from the potentially -
explosive hatred, instability. and
unrest that makes it possible for .-
the world's two superpowers to

confront each other in an armed .
‘contlict that could lead to' the de—

world as we know ittoday. oo

. The PLAIN TRUTH December 1977




L 4

Hiustraton by Brian Knowios

. able annual nng.

‘rings rather thgn mul:

OLDEST THING

(Continued from page 21) .

But could something -be wrong
with the bristlecone chronotogy and
the resulting calibration of radio-
carbon dating? And what of the
common belief that God created the
carth and all living things about six
thousand years ago? How does this
square with a reputed 8.200-year
tree-ring chronology?

* One explanation sometimes of-
fered 1s that the bnstle-

determined to ‘make these bristle-
cones younger," obderves Dr. Bryant
Bannister. director of the Labora-
tory of Tree-Ring'Research, Univer-
sity of Arizona, *l suppose they
might as well say God created them
with thousands of rings already
present. I personally don't believe it,
but I guess it's a philosophical posi-
tion that would be hard to dis-
prove.”

Bannistér tells of an incident in
Lebanon, when he was conducting
tree-ring research near a mountain

only add one ring every three
years!’

“It was obvious,” adds Bannister,
“that nothing I could say would ever -,
convince him that the tree was not
6.000 years old.”

Of course. Bahnister’s example is
not really the appearance of age so

. much as the appearance of.vouth!

But the same kind of mentality is,

involved whenever one claims a

tree’s true age is other than what the

. actual number of rings indicates.

A more serious difficulty with the

cone pines must have
produced multple rings
in many years. thus ap-
peaning much older (by
grn\uh ring count) than
theéy really are. This ex-
planation mught be .true
for some trees in special
environmeants, but Dr. (.
W. Ferguson, the world’s
leading authority on
bristlecone prne den-
droghmm)ln&\ matn-,
tins that it 1 missing
tiple rings that pge the
greatest problem.
“Those who clai

we're dealing with -mul-
tiple rings are sadly s
informed.” Ferguson
told The Plain Truth.
“The real problem 1 that
these bristlécones, grow
in an and environment
where they sometimes
fail to add a duunguush-

Moreover, for at least
the past three thousand
years, the carbon-14 con-

core logs have rings that
indicate the trees lived
and died seven or eight
* thousand yeats ago - be-
fore the supposed date of
creation. If God created
the earth only 6,000
years ago, this would im-
ply that He also made
“fossil trees”—trees that
never auually grew but
were only “planted” by”
God (perhaps to deceive !
man into thinking the
carth was older?).
Whatever the meérits
of the concept of g¢re-
ation with the appear-
ance’of age. most people
would agree, it should
not be pushed to the
point where God be-
comes a cosmic practical
joker. God is not the au-
thor of conftusion (I Cor.
14:33), and His character
makes it impossible for
-him' to lie or devise a de-
ceptive creation (Titus
1:2).

tent of the rings 15 cons
sistent with what would be

_ predicted "on the assumplion hat

each bristlecone ring represents one
¢alendar year. Thus 1t would seem
unlikely that the apparent antiquity
of the brstlecones s due to mul(iplc
rings. ,

Anolhu possibility. is that ‘God
created ‘the trees with the appear-
ance of age. After all, when God

created trees, they cértainly would >
- have appeared 1o be at least several

years old and perhaps much older.
But would God have created thou-
sands of false ripgs?. “If people are
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monastery. “One of the monks lolj
me a 6,000-yedr-old wee had re-
cently been blown down in a wind-
storm,” recalls Bannister. "l was
skeptical, but we went over and
started to count the rings. [t was
soon evident that the tree was not
nearly that old:

“‘I'm afraid this tree is only
about 2,000 years old." | wnformed
the monk. ‘On the contrary,’ he re-
plied, ‘it may appear by your count
to be oaly 2,000 years old, but you
must realize that it was decreed in
the beginning that this tree would

Dr. Paul Damon, chief
scientist at the University of Art-
zona Radigcarbon Laboratory. is
one of the principal investigators in
the bristlecone calibration of tarbon

“lI know people say carbon 14
can’t be accurate because it dages
creatures long before 6,000 years
ago,'” observes Damon. “But
frankly, I think those who invoke
‘apparent age’ so they can kéep be-
lieving the earth is only 6,000 yeats
old are intellectually dishonest. Paul
told Timothy to guard against the
pitfalls of *cndless gencalogics’ and
(Continued on page 45)

37

apparent-age thc;;y/)f .
that some dead Bristle-
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Abortion©
“The Case Against Aborti
(August/September Plain Truth)
brought forth a great deal of
comment—both pro and con—

from our readers. Here is a rep-

resema_tive' sampling of the let-
ters we received:

Absolutely Against Abortion

I read the mleresling article “The Case
Against Abortion™ and I'm writing to
say that'[ am absolutely against abor-
tion, and that the article in The Plain
Truth was timely and informative. |
hope the message takes immediate ef-
fect upon women who are con-
templating abortion. .. . In my opinion,
there is a very important réason for the
continuance of human life. And though
1 do not know the.reasons for the many
experiences we go through in this life, |
do "believe someone greater than any
mortal surely does,
human life should be protccted
. LilaB. Komp
: Garden City, Mmhtgan

Call to Action?

Thank you for your article*The Case
‘Against Abortion.” It was only unfbrtu
nate that you didn’t follow up the state-
ment that abortion is seriously wrong by
urging Christians to work as citizens
-against this evil.
: Douglas Hayman,
Reading, Massachusetts

Whal About Rape?

1 agree with you in saying abortion is
wrong aside from the fact the pregnancy
may endanger the life of the mother.
But what 1 would like to know is: Is that
the only circumstance in which we can
condone abortion? What | mean is,
would it be wrong for a woman to have

| on

S

and therefore

an abortion when she became pregnant’
/ after being raped? Please answer.

Brookshire, Texas

Quality of Lite

It is perhaps fraitless to argue wit
somegne who has concluded that abor-
tion is murder and *‘to commit {murder]
would be a ‘worsg evil than enduring
even great amounts of suffering.” What
the writer is siymg in his article is ﬁhal
the 14-year-old girk.who is pregnant by
her father must go through with her -
pregnancy. with all its attendant shame’
and anxiety.

He is cavalierly saying lo the 50-year-
old woman that she must undergo an-
other pregnancy in spite of evidence
that child-bearing in later life is a factor

in the incidence of cancer. He is in- -
. sensitive to the possibilities of broken

marriages and heartbreak if some, un-
wanted pregnancies areyallowed togoto
full-term. G\

He strains to interpret vague biblical
passages (o prove that the fetus is “a
separate human being” from the
mother- a person, even before it draws
its first breath—and that to destroy this
fetus or person is to commit murder.
Now, the writer can give the fetus any
definition he wants and may find from
these elusive passages in Scripture but-
, tress for his argumeny, but the Supreme

Court, wishing 10 oid the thicket of

theological argument, had to conclude 1g|ous Coalmon fgr Abortion
that the Constiution recognizes a .-~ .
human being becomes a person at birthr i .D.C.

Genesis 2:7 would seem to underscore
that view: *...then the Lord God
formed man out of the dust of the
giound, and breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life; and he became a
, living soul.” There ts no quesuon!hal at
birth, when the infant draws its first
breath, there is 1n being a human per-
son and the Genesis account should suf-
fice. No responsible person' coynsgls
infanticide, but Mr. Calkins, by pushing
his definitions to the breaking point, la-
bels abortion of the fetus as infanticide

W,

-and economic resources,

.. occupation with the status
. born rerders it blind to the well-being
and freedom of choice of persons in the-

", sacrificed to qucsuonable ‘rights” pos-

and murder, an absolutist pfﬁion!

One of the best answers | have seen
to this “logic™ is supplied in A Call 10
Concern, issued by a group of religious
ethicists, which states in part: “The
most compelling argument against the
inflexibility of the absolutist position is
its cost in human misery. The absolutist
position does not concern itself about
the quality of the entire life cycle. the
health and well-being of the mother
and family. the question of emotional
lhc cases of
total pre-
f the un-

extreme deformity.

community. We believe that abortion
may in some instances be the most lov-
ing act possible.”

In life, choices must oflen be made
between evils. The decision 10 have an
abortion is a tragic decision, not to be,
made lightly. But the alternative to the
evil of abortion may be a greater evil.
We would appreciate your publishing
rebuttal on hehalf -of 25 national
relighyus organizations in the Religious
Coaligon for Abortion Rights, which
share the belief that a - woman has a
constitutional right to a safe, legal. abor-
tion under guidelines established in the
Supreme Court decisions of January
1973. .

Robe lE Jones,
Associgte Director,

Human Rights

1 believe you have failed to take into
account the most fundamgntal ssue o
concerning rtion: that of human
rights. Are the rights—the unalienable
legal contgol over her ows body-—of a
pregnany’'woman. a human being. to oe

sessed by a “possible”
being, the fetus?

You state that “the burden of proof™
is on those who claim that a fetus is not

legal human
N

.
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a human being. | wholly dishgree. The prospect” of being damned to hellfire. In the case of rape, the fetus is an . -
burden of proof is on/fou, thdse who try By the same reasoning, we eould  innoggnt third party. Why should the N
to prove that the fpfUs is a hufnan being reach the absurd conclusion that no _ great tragedy of rape be compcunded®
Throughout histfiy it has-bgen self-evi- ~ amount of suffering can ever justify any by the murder of what is. for all intents
"dent that life begins at-birth/ it is only in action for which theslightest possibility ~ and purposes, an innocent bystander? | -
some philosophies out of" the main:  exists that God might disapprove. Thus  Fortunately, in our society today T,
stream (China, for example) that a  surely we should have let Hitler overrun  there is a gredi shortage ‘of babies
human life is considered to have started . the world, for, scripturally speaking, no  available for adoption: adoption is !
at conceptiofi. Western tradition takes\'. one can “absolutely'prove” that fighting  an infinitely moré humane way. to i
as self-evident the fact that a human in World War Il was'acceptable to God.  relieve the “human misery” associated . .
being is not such until birth. And if God should judge such actions  withy unwanted children than killing
Secondly. in considering the question unacceptable, then the US. soldiers  them. .
of when human hfe begins, we must  who died opposing Nazi tyranny will Mr. Jones argues that such human
examine what differentiates a human also be condemned for “killing another migery outweighs the evil of murder. It L] B
being from animal life. It is undeniably himan being.” 7 ) daesn’t. Murder is the worst possib . o )
the human consciousness, the ability to Stan Ulman.  action one can inflict on another hu% ' Yy
introspect and think *“as a human Forrest Lake, Minnesota  being (with the possible exception/of . ’ \
being.” When does this consciousness _ prolonged torture). Murder is final. ’ T ‘a
begin? It is eyidently when the primary insulted Female - Harm 10 “the health and well-being of
sensory organs (such as the eyes) begin “The Case Against Abortion” is an in- the mother “and family.” the lack °of:
to function and begin fo commupicate  sult to all of.your female readers. An  “emotional and ‘economic resources.” .
vital nepmetabolic tnformation to the article” about abor(iot(writ(en’bya man and even “cases of extreme deformity” T
brain, thereby starting 1t on its life of s insulting enough; since men cannot  do dot justify thé killing of a human, i
gathering conscious data. [t is hot until becoe pregnant, their views tend to  being aftex he is born. Therefore they ©
afted birth that such nonmetabolic data  smagk of the patronizing and holier-  do not justify the killing of a human |-
begins 1o be processed. The individ- thap-thou. Their stake in this issue is far ~ being before he is born.  # R
ality which exemplifics a true human  °l¢ss than ours! The author is no excep- M:. Noack, on the other hand. builds .
being, the personality. the intellectual tion. After groping through the Bible, his case on the argument that conscious- X
/,growth, and the consciousness of life  he couldn't find one clear anti-abortion  ness and individuality are the criteria D -~
‘cannot be present 1n a fetus where no statement. So he was forced to fall back  for human life. We believe that the :
input for the primary sensory organs is *+ on the tired is-the-fetus-alive-or-isn’t-it ~ “spirit in man”is ( Cor. 2:11). Further-
possible, Fhere is a difference between  argument. Since no one can agree on  more, the fetus is given attributes of .
miurder and Killing. «up— how to define “human lifc” this point  individuality and’ conscioy$ness: “And - . . :
Biblical figurative language and anal- should be dropped. Tive real. issue is: it came to pas$, that, whg’\I‘Slizabe(h i : -
ogies prove nothing. It you want to be- ' Do women have the ‘right to control ~ heard the salutation of Mary,Xhe babe ’ ’
lieve figurative language you'll end>up their reproductive destinies? leaped in her womb..." (Luke 1:41). s
believing God has wings because one There is.much else | could say about ~ The word “babe™ here applies to a six- |, . -
passage umplies that. The fetus can be a abortion: the teenage unwed mothers month-old fetus; the same word.is used : 5
separate being without being a human who end up gn welfare. a burden to the in the next chapter to refer to a new-
being. Until human consciousness  taxpayer; the upwanted, unloved kids .:borninfant (Luke 2:12, 16). . ®
comes it is not human. These are just a ~“who become juvenile definquents and - Mr.-Ulman's comments. are amusing. ~ |’
few reasons why 1 am not against abor- later hardened crimtnals: the whole is- Leaving aside his ad hominem, argu: . ) .
tion. I have so many reasons why 1 am sue of an overcrowded world with lim- ments, one should realize that.if God ’ :
for abortion [ could writea book. A true . ited resources. But most important, the  disapproves of anything He disapproves
humanistic morality dictales a pro-  right to abortion\is a personal ethical  of murder. And no amount of suffering
abortion attitude. Abortion is necessary  question for each woman. It is no one justifies murder. (Whether’ World War .
at the present time for the good of man- clse's business. L II is justified depends on whether there LT ’
kind. . S. Zukowski, .is any such thing in God'’s eyes as a “just . /
. W. & Noack, Jr. - Phoenixville, Pennsylvania ~ war,” in which the killing would not , ©
South Pasadena, California : _-aulomalically\bc characterized as mur-
! The atithor replies: The main problem - der. But that s another question than -
Irresponsible Sophistry? in_considering the morality of. abortion ~ whether the fetus is a human being with i .
_ Your Plain Truth gliatribe against abor-  is detpemining what the status of the  its own human rights.) ; : ,} \
- tion was ore of the most irresponsible - fetus is.in God's eyes. If God accords And in answer jo Ms. Zukowski, I cg L :
exercises in sophistry | have ever read. _ the' fetus the status of a separate human only say that while I am\not a wom::r; s A
The author comes across like a frus- being from the mother, then killing it is was once a fetus, Since I could (3 . 5
trated would-be Catholic theologian. / the same as killing anyone else. “The  been aborted, my stake in the isspe, A\
cunningly employing a form of Pascal'sf ~Case Against Abortion™ presented the  while retroactive, is still significant. Fur- [ i
Wager to, “prove” abortion is wron evidence that God does indeed accord  thermore, one cannot remain indidfer- X
hen all the rhetoric is stripped away., the fetus that status. Hence, the. article ¢it to murder regardless of onle;s
the author—following the good Catholic  dealt with the theplogical question of  personal stake in the subject. And irfe, 4 .
Pz\scal—is really saying that 'God just abortion, not the political one. The two  this day and age of sexual equality, she ™ .
might disapprove of abortion (we can't  questions are separate: In the US.  of all people should realize :}mt truth is o
ab$olutely prove otherwise); therefore ~ today the woman indeed has the legal  the truth regardless of the sex of the one !
¢ must renounce abortion as a method  right to an abortion, but that does not  who saysiit. - -
\0r limiting birthrates or fuce the give her the moral right to onc.. —dJeff Calkins ’
- 4 l; . .
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We invite you, our readers, to
send in your questions on bib-
_lically oriented prophetic,
doctrinal, historical and
Christian-living topics. While
we cannot' promise that all’
questions will be answered in
~ print, we will try to cover all
those that are of general inter:
est as space permits. Send
your questions. to the appro-
- priate address listed .on the in-
side front Cover, care of The
Plain Truth. >

‘(

“Many of your articles effec-
tively refute evolution and sup-
port the Bible.,Yet you seem to
believethe earth is a lot older than
the 6000 years that Genesis in-
dicates. isn't this a contradiction? Or
are~you just giving in to pressure
from the scientific establishimfent?"
- Arthur P.,
Wilmington, North Carolina

Ji§ The Bible reveals that God is ' .
the Creator of heaven and
- earth “'and all that in them is'’ (Gen.
1:1; Ex, 20:11). We believe that the
' evidence from modern biology, ge-
ology, - and paleontology strongly
.supports the concept of special cre-
ation and that evolution, as it is
*usually taught, is a mistaken inter-
pretation of that evidence.

On the other hand, 'the Bable
does not say when creation took
place. Seientific gvidence baged on ~
studies of radiometric dating, geo-
logicai changes, and ecological
succession strongly. implies a very
old age for the earth.

Some people have attempted to
deduce the time of creation from

.

_ of. the patriarchs
(the! famous. ¢
dates creatiorf? at 4004 B.C.), but
the date of creation does not nec-

essarily coincide with the age of the .,

earth. Though we may conclude
that Adam was created about 6000

other eleven drew lots and chose
Matthias to fill that vacant office
(see Acts 1:15-26). Thus Matthias
-was ifcluded in the commission
‘and rewards given the other orlglnaL_

.apal les (Matt. 19:28; Rev. 21:14). |~
hile- the apostle Paul’ was.not

years ago, there is certainly no bib~*'~ > couhted among the original twelve,
he/also occuplqu the office of”
apostle' (see | .Cor. 15:9-10: Rom.
1:1; ICor1J Gal. 1:1, etc)).

lical proof that the earth—along with

ertain prehistoric creatures such
& the dinosaurs—could not have
been created long before 4000 B.C.
Indeed, a pre-Adamic world is con-
sistent with the scriptures dealifg

with Satan's role in God's creation. .

(Write for the free booklet Answets
From Genesis.) '

The exact age of the, earth re-
mains. a mystery. But when the
Bible is correctly understood, there
is gothing to keep us'from accept-
ing scientific evidence placing the

age of the earth at mullions™or even -

billions of years. We have nothing
"to fear from me truth, even if it

,comes from thg $o-called "'scientific’

estabhshmem

,

ing eleven aposties chose an-

" other to take his place. Was this Saul,

later named Paul, or someone else?-
If it was someone eise, why is Paul
referred to as an apostie?’’ -
: 4 = Herb T.;
- ° Clark, South Dakota

A The Greek word translated
“apostie" |n the New Testa-
ment can mean "an ambassador,"'
“a mes| ger “one-who'is com-
missioned," or "one who is sent."”
Dunng Hls ministry, *Christ p@r
sonally chose twelve men whom He
worked with, taught and tfained to.
fulfil the eommission/of preaching
the gospel of the Kingdom of God
to the world. After Judas' death tol-
lowing his betrayal of Chrlst the

N gt

“After Judas died, the remain-

. unconsctousn%s—wuthout

.“'I have just finished reading

the best-selling book Life Aftei
Life by Dr. Raymond A. Moody, Jr. In

it was the testimony of people who
had ‘died’-and been brought back.’
They told of some tascinating experi- |
ences, -including bemg,out of their
bodies, and seeing a ‘being of light'
who tatked to them and"flashed their
lives in front of them. What are your ’
com nts?'

g Allred G.,
Portland(Mame

Though many of these hap-
penm% aré understandably
astounding nd seem to oomrad|ct
at the Bible says about death
the whole idea of such a *'litg-afte-
life' -experience is based on the
premise that these people actuaﬂy
died. According to the ‘medical pro-~
fgssion, these individuals were<lini-
cally dead. Fowever,” medical
science has not yet agreed on what
constitutes actual death in a humarn
being, and the fact that these
people are here to tel| of their expe-’

A ]

- riences ﬁc.':m be put forth as eyj

dence that they weren't really dead, -
after~all .

. Real permanent death, accordmg
to the Bibi®, is tatal and complete
memory,
“teeling, knowledge  or perception
(Eccl.19:5; Ps. 6:5). TheSe biblical
"ét%tements remain as aur authomy .

.
]

. o
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study, write for our free booklet ti--

tied DQ You Have an Immortal Souf?-

. v
“You're'always saying that this .
is Satan's world. lf something -

: . ““Matthew 18:11 reads, ‘For the

. is mine, | am free to de ‘With it what-
- ever | please. Yet you say Satan can .
‘only do what God allows, or else, he
would do what he liked and com-
pletely destroy God's” human cre-
ation. pantel 4:32 says, God."rules
the z{w’;dom of men and gives it to
whofn he will.* How gan you then say
that this is Satan’s worid, when he
can) do what he wants with it?”
: ' c.c
" Columbus, Ohio,

When the Bible_speaks of this
as Satan’s world, wg’ must un-
derstapd that* the word “world"
the New Testament is usually de-
rived ffom the Greek word kosmos,
meaning “‘world” not in the sense
of lhe planet Earth, but*rather this
wo,zlds organized, system or -Civ- .
ilizdtion. The Greek word aion
(“age") is also occasionally trans-
lated “world,”" agdin implying the
*system or civilization characteristic
of this "age” in which humanit
- poputatesthe plane! /
Satan‘\s the ‘‘god of*this wdrld
(aion ar “age”]" (Il Cor. 4:4), and
as such has guided. mtluenced and
aftected the thinking and culture of
~ mankind. God as -all.powerful Cre-
"ator owns this planet as well as.the
entire universe. He has. allewed
Satan’s control, genérally keeping'

hapds oft for the duration of this

age as a meéans of better accom-
plishing_ His ultimate purpose—but
He retains the pght to step in and
overrule Satan at any particular
" time He chooses. This arangement
suits God's purpose tor the present,
but the time 1s coming when a new
age will dawn "-wherein dweus-ngh»
teousness.” Satan and his minions
. will. be bound and the earth will be
at peace for a thou$and years.
ruied by Jesus Chast, who qualified
for that rulersmp when He over-
camerthe devil in the cosmic battie
of wills recorded it the Gospel ac-
“counts (see Matthew 4:1-11; Luke
4:1-13; Mark 112-13). So although
-Satan is temporarily in charge, he

has already beén.disqualified angd

will be deposed at Christ's second
coming. Fer more on the'subject of
Satan, write *for your trde copy of
- the booklet Did God Create a Devil?

[y -

Sorf of man is come to save
that which was lost." And Luke 19:10
states, 'The Son of man is come to
segk and to save that which was

. lost.” Most preiachers and thewlo-

gians interpret -these . verses a9 ap-

plying to the general condition of all

humanity brought about by Adam

. .and Eve’'s so-called ‘fall' in the Gar-

en of Eden. What is your under- "
**standing of Matthew 18:11 and Luke
19:10?7" . - ] .
- J N.,
. Saluda, South Carolina

W ‘Lost"” m ;this context refers

to all of humamty except for _
those individuals who have come ~
uryjer the blood of Christ. All have
sinned, and the wages of sin is eter-
nal death in a lake of fire (I John”
1:8,10; Rom. 3:23; 6:23; -Rev.
20:14-15); Therefore, evefyone
who hashot yet accepted Christ as
his Sdvior is on "Death Row;"" so to
peak~-awaiting the death penaity
for sins. Those who have,not ac-

- cepted Christ are "perishing.” This

principle may -be seen in Il Thessa-
tonjans 2:10 (New International Ver-
sion): ' . .. and inh every sort of evil
that deceiVes thdse wha are per-
- ishing. They perish because’ they
refused to love the truth #nd so be’
saved." '

Christ canfe to save sinners—
those who would admit that they
were sinners, such as Zacchaeus,
and who made an eftort to live righ-
teous lives (Luke 19:5-10). This
starids in_sharp contrast to the atti-
tude of the Phansees, who labeled
the pubticaas {tax collectors for the
ggman goverpment) sinners and

IIGVﬁ themselves lo e righ-
teoys:

So unless a person admits he is a ~

.sinner, repents, and acgepts Christ,

he is doomed to ultimate eterqal
death—he is “lost." But this does

everyone a chance to be saved.
That opportunity may not come in

-

. this life, however. It may come at a—

future resurrection to physical lite.
This is - explained. in our reprint .
article "ls This the Only Day of
Salvation?”" (Write for your tree
‘Copy.) , L.

ol
*‘Could you explain !some—
where in The Plain Jruth how it
someone is trying to find the real
God, he won't unless God decides to
‘call’ him? | thought we were ‘free
moral agents' so theréfore we
choose; but this ‘calling’ seems ‘like
we have no choice.”
. Anonymous,
Oshkosh, Wisconsin

.
The key to your question. lies
® in the term “"moral.” Yes, we
_afe free moral agents—we ‘are free
toract morally or immorally. We are
free to obey or disobey the divine
will. Even the Gentiles, said Paul,
“'do by nature the things contained
in the law" (Rom. 2:14). God has

not forced us to go one way or the .

other. All human beings have the
capagity for good and for evil. We
all sin (Rom. 3;23). But by the same
token we all do good from time to
time. .
Our calling is irrespective of ali of
this. We are called to the Kinddom
(Matt. 25:34). Jesus said, "No man
-can come to me, except the
Father . .. draw thim_ .. " (John
6:44). God attracts ~or * “draws"
those whom He is callig {6 the
body of Christ which is the Church

(1 Cor. 12:13). He brings ys.to re-

pentance (I Tim. 2:25).

Once we have been called and P
placed”in the €hurch by the Holy

Spirit, we are silil free morai agents.
We are_still “at liberty” to disobey

the divine' will—but the penaity for ~

stubborn continuance.in so doing is

stern~and cerfain. The wages of sin

is death (Rom. 6:23). Those who
-*have been given the Spirit of God
have a greater responsibility to
ority the deeds of the flesh™
thrQugh the power of the Spirlt (Col.
3:5-9).
To turther answer this quesllon
you mightfind our free reprint arti-

:not mean* thal God will not give ., cles “How Does God Call?'* and

““The True Meaning of Pre-
destination'' heipful. L g

T

- ¢
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U.S. STATIONS
—% S

Eastem Time

-

ALBANY — Channel 10, WTEN-TV, 8:00 a.m.
-Sun.

ATLANTA — cum 17, WTCG-TV, 7:30 a.m.
Sun.

rg(muoas Z Channet 45, WBRF-TV, 12:00
noon Sun.

CHARLESTON — Channel 2, wcaurv 12:30
p.m. Sun. -

CHARLOTTE — Chandel 36 wnEva, 10:00
a.m. Sun

CHEBOYGAN — Channel 4, WTOM-TV, 9:30
a.m. Sun,

cmcmNAﬂ — Channel 5, WLWT- TV,
a.m. Sln.

CLEVELAND /LORRAINE — Channet 43,
WUAB-TV, 10:30 a.m. Sun.

COLUMBIA — Oham\d 19, WNOK-TV, 8:30
am. Sun N

COLUIIBUS — Channel 38, WYEA-TV, 10:30
am.Sun. ¢

oAVION — Channel 7, WHIO-TVA10:30 a.m.
un. N

11:30

ELMIRA — Channel 38, WENY-TV, 10:30 a.m.
un. .

ERIE — Channel 35, WSEE-TV, 9:30 a.m. Sun.
FLINT — Channel 12, WJRT-TV, 8:00 a.m. Sun.
EENVILLE, N.C. — Chsnnel 9, WNCT-TV,
1:30\l‘m. Sun. .
GREENVILLE, §.C. — Channel 4, WFBC-TV.
. 9:30am. Sun.
mamgnuae — Chancl 21, WHP-TV, 11:00
un
HUNTINGTON, W.V, — Channel 13, WOWK-
TV. 10:30a.m. Sun.
INDIANAPOLIS — Channel 4, WTTV-TV, ;o 30
a.m. Sat.
JOHNSON CITY — Channel 11, WJHL-TV,
10:30 a.m. Sun.
| LOUISVILLE — Channel 11, WHAS-TV, 8:30
‘a.m. Sun.
* NEW YORK — Channet 9, WOR-TV, check logal
[ Hsting
: mnuosumu — Channel 17, WPHL-TV""
1:.0C p.m. Sun.,
onu.mo dmnml 8, WMTW-TV. 11:30
> a.m. Sun.

PORTSMOUTH - Channel 10, WAVY-TV
. 11 :00a.m. Sun

PRESQUE ISLE — C)\onnli 8, WAGM-TV 12:00
noon Sun. ,

PROVIDENCE — Channet 12, WPRIATV 12: 00

. noon Sat.

SALIBBURY — Channel 16, WBOG-TV. 11:00
a.m. Sun.

SOUTH BEND — Channel 22, WSBT-TV, 11:00
a.m. Sun.

TAMPA — Channel 10, WLCY-TV, 10:30 a.m.
Sun. . .

TRAVERSE CITY — cn.n?-l 7, WPBN-TV, 9:30
a.m. Sun.

WILMINGTON ~-Chennél I. WECT-TV, 11:30
a.m. Sun.

Central Time
ABILENE — Chennel 12, KTXS- TV, 5:30 p.m.
Sun.
BATON ROUGE — GChannel 33, WRBT ™,
. 10:00 a.m. Sun.
BEAUMONT — Channel 12 KBMT-TV, 12:00
noon Sun.

BIRMINGHAM — CMnnll .6, WBRC-TV, 9:30
a.m. Sun.

BISMARCK — Channel 5, KFYR-TV, 12:00
«noon Sat.
ctgcnco — Channel 44, WSNS-TV, 9:30 p.m.
un.
cc;l.uuau — Channel 17, KCBJ-TV, 8:30 a.m.
un. .
COLUMBUS — Channel 4, WCBI-TV, 12:00
noofn Sun.

CORPUS CHﬂlq‘l’l Channal 3, KIll-TV, 10:00
a.m.Sun.  ~

EL DGRADO — Channel 10, KTVE-TV, 9:30
a.m. un.

FT. WORTH — Channel 11, KTVT-TV, 1:30 p m.
- Sun.

'GREEN BAY — Channel 2, WBAY-TV, 9:00 a.m.

GREENWOOD — Channel 6, WABG-TV, 12:30
p.m. Sun.

N%USTON — Channel 39, KHTV-TV, 9:30 a.m.
at.

p.m. Sun.
KANSAS CITY — Channel 4, WDAF-TV, 12¢
* p.m. Sun
uguocx — Chann#l 11, KCBD-TV, 1:00 p.m.
at

MERIDIAN — Clllﬁﬂ‘l ", WTOKTV 10:00
. am.Bun. -

MINNEAPOLIS —~ Channel 4, WCCO-TV. 9:30
a.m. Sun.

mnot - cmfmd 19, KMOT-TV, 12:00 noon

NEW ORLEANS — cMan 4, WWL-TV 11:00
a:m Sun.

OlgAﬂA Channel 8, WOWT- TV ?510 p.m.
at

PESONA m 19, WRAU-TV, 10:30 a.m.
5 un.

IIASND CITY — Channel 7, KEVN-TV, 10 a.m.

‘ﬁest.u Channel 8, WSLA-TV, 10:00 a.m.
un.

WEVSEPORT - w 6, KTAL-TV, 1009

a.m. Sun

$I10UX OIW w ‘l. KMEG-TV, 100&
a.m. Sun.

HUNTSVILLE — Channel 48, WYUR.TV, 5:30 |

SPRINGFIELD. &. — Channel 20 WICS- TV
12:30 p.m. Sun..

rc;pen — Channel 27, ﬁs BTV, 12:00 oo

wg:umn -_ cmmd 3, KARD-TV \4 30 p.m.

Wg.LIBTON — Channel 8, KUMV-TV, 12 noon
at. . ) ’

~

Mougtain Time

 BOISE - Channel 8, KIVI-TV, 11:00 a.m. Sun.

CIéOVlS — Channel 12, KFDW-TV, 9:00 a. m.
un

FARMINGTON — Channel 12, KIVA-TV, 1030
a.m.Sun

POCATELLO — Oh-ml s, KPVI TV,
a.m. Sun.

ROSWELL — Channel 10 KBIM-TV, 1000 am.
Sun.

SALY LAKE cIry — Chumol 8, KSL- Tv 12:30
p.m. Sat.

TUSCSOQI — Channel 8, KGUN-TV. 1:00 p.m.
un. .

11:00

IS

Pacific Time

ANCHORAGE — ‘Channel 13, KIMO-TV, 11:30

" a.m. Sun.

FAIRBANKS — Chmml 11 KTVF-TV, 11:00
a.m.Sun. -

LOS ANGELES — Channel 9, KHJ-TV: 9:30
-+ .p.m. Sun.

PORTLAND — Channel 12. KPTV-TV,
--a.m. Sat.

‘SAN FRANCISCO (Olkllnd) - Chmml 2

KTVU-TV, 10:30 a.m. Sa
&n-rv. 11:00

11:00

STOCKTON — Channel 1).
a.m. Sun. |

CANADIAN STATIONS J

Newfoundiand Time

SAINT JOHN'S — Channel 8, CJON-TV, 1 00
p.m. Sun.
-

Atiantic Time

msum( ~— Channel 5, CJCH-TV, 2:00 p.m.
un

MONCTON, N.8. — cnmnol 2, CKCW TV, 2:00
p.m. Sun.

OVDNEV — Channel 4, CJCB-TV, 200 p.m.

~ Esstern Time

IASRNE - m 3, CKVR-TV, 12:00 noon
un.
KINGETON — Crwnne! 12, CKWSTV. 12:30
p.m. Sat;
. MONTREAL — Channel 12, GFGF-TV. 5:30 p.m.
un.

e
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Garner
Ted - -

Armstrong
makes

the news
make sense.

These are only a few of the
stations that carry the Garner
Ted Armstrong program. But
you won't want to miss out on
his fascinating commentary—
so send for your free copy of
the up-to-date radio and tele-
vision log. Just write to the
address nearest you (see
inside front cover).

NORTH BAY — Channel 4, CHNB-TV. 1 pm REGINA —/Cllannel 2, CKCK-TV, 12 noon Sun

Sun . SASKATOON \~ Channel 8, CFQC-TV, 12 ngon
QTTAWA — Channel -6, CHRO-TV, 100 pm Sun °

un - SWIFT CURRENT — Channel 5, CJFB-TV
PETERBOROUGH - — Channel 12, CHEX-TV. 1115pm Sun

1230pm Sat ) WINNIPEG — Channel 7, CKY-TV. 12 noon

QUEBEC CITY — C‘lml 5, CKMI‘TV, 12.00 Sun

noonSun _, YORKTON — Channel 3, CKOS-TV, 12 noon
SAULT STE. MARIE — Channel 2, CJIC-TV. Sun -

9.30am Sat YORKTON — Chanivel 8, CKSS-TV, 12 naon
SUDBURY — Channel 9, CKNC-TV, 1-00 p m Sun .

Sun YORKTON — Channel 7, CFSS-TY, 12’ noon
THUNDER BAY — Chatinel 4, CHFD-TV, 130 |  Sun \

, pm Sun , | YORKTON - Chennei 8, CHSS-TV. 12 noon
* TIMMINS — Channel 6, CFCL-TV. 100°pm Sun
Sun. . .

~

.

\

- c-_dfanmo Mountain Time
BRANDON — Channel 6, CKX-TV, 12:30'pm. CASLOAIV — Channel 4, CFCN-TV, 1:.00 p.m
un .

un

EDMONTON — Channel 3, CFRN-TV. 11 00
am Sun

LLOYDMINSTER — Channel 2, CKSA-TV. 9 30

am Sun e .

v

Pacific Time
DAWSON CREEK — Channel 5, CJDC-TV, 530
p m Sun

VANCOUVER — Channel 8, CHAN-TV. 11.30
am Sun

VICTORIA — Channei*8, CHEK-TV. 1130 am
un -

WHITEHORSE — Channels 2, 4, 5, 7; 9, 11,
WHTV-TV, 7700 p m Sun
’

3

Plpase check your local listing for pos-
sible time or day changes. .
* denotes new stations or changes.
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Cow

again ' But the ""great awakemng’’ in
terms of the media’s awareness of theur
numbers didn't take place until the elec-
tion of a “"born-again” President in 1976.

movement out of the wdodwork of reli-
giosity and onto tront-page promi-
nence In the vanous vehicles of the
modern news media

Then came Charles Colson's best-

Nixon aide convincingly recounted that
the whole Watergate expérience finally
resulted ;1n his personal repentance

the book market 1s another best-seller
by & tamous Amernican evangeiist tell-
Ing everybody How To Be Born Again.

Not taking anything away from the
‘sincernty of anybody's claim to a
"born-again”  experence, do those

" two-words really describe what actually
happens to a person who is converted
by Jesus €hnst ot Nazareth? Accord-
Ing to the Bibie. are you born again in
an instant of tme when you, In degp
repentance. suf(ehder yourselt uncon-
ditionally to Jesus Chnst? Slnctly

. speaking. Is the term “born again’
synonymous with becoming a real
Christan?

‘We all understand the literal rﬁ'é%nmg
ot the word, ""born " It's the process by
which we came to be on this earth—the
moment of parturition from our
mother's womb Now suppose you had
never previodsly heard the expression
“barn agair '’ Jist pretend you

ilhons upon miilions of us.
° Evangelicals have always pro-
fessed to have been “‘born,
That one event alone brought the whole,

seller entitied Born Again. The former_

and conversion to Christ. And now on |

weren't ‘tamitrar’ with the common
‘ 4

[
v

Amerncan evar\gélccal emohonal,‘relxs. ’
gious experience. What would youy re-. .

action be it Jesus Christ of Nazareth

“told you that you had to be born again

or you could never enter the Kingdom
ot God? What would you think e
meant?

Fortunately, we have a b(bhcak case
history that telis us exactly how a man
named Nicodemus responded to that
verydeclaration Chrstsaidtohign: “Ex-
ceptaman be bornagain, he cannot see
the Kingdom of God'* (John 3:3)

Nicodemus reacted like a man who
had’ never, heard the present day, de
facto meaning of “bern again’ He
simply asked Jesus Christ ""How can a
man be botn when he s oid? Can he
enter the second time into his mother's
womb, and be born?"* (Verse 4.)

Nicodemus was completely con-
fused So Chiist went on to explain
what He meant in a tawr amount of
detail "*Jesus answered. Venly, vernly, |
say unto thee. Except a man be born of

water and of theg Spirt, he cannot enter

into the kingdom ot God That which 1s
born of the flesh 1s flesh. and thaty
which 1s born ot the Spirit i1s spirit’”
(verses 5-6)

You can take the old hatpin test and
quickly discover you are tiesh and
blood arfd not spirit

Jesus continued to explain to the be-
fuddisd Nicodetus “‘Marvel not that |
said unto thee, Ye must pe born.again.
The wind bloweth. where it listeth

(wills].- and thou hearest the sound '
thereot. but cahst not Yeil whence it ’

cometh, and whither it goeth sg s

“every one that is born of the Spirit”

(verses 7-8)

* succinct biblical statement.

- What does it mean to be* lom Again’?

&2

. ﬁ'} 'a?.',k
" The meaning 6f these last two verses
is made even plainer. by andther father
“Now-this. |
say, brethren; that flesh and blood can-
not inherit the kingdom of God  &" (!
Cor. 15:50). Being''"'born of the
spirit” —being ‘'raised a spintual body"

(I Cor. 15.44)—is something which oc-

curs at the time of- the resurrection.
after an individual's death 3o strictly
speaking, to be iterally born again
does not mean to be converted whiie
still in the human tlesh Remember

Jesus said that every one that s

born” of the spint has a body that
can't be discerned by human sight and
touch.

cannot enter the spintual reaim ot the
family ot God But does that mean we
cannot now be converted in the human
flesh and eventually, at a specified ime
in, the future, enter the Kingdom of
God? Of course not Paul. clantied this
matter to the Connthian Church “As
we have borne the image of the earthy
{human tiesh{, we shall also [at a future
time] bear the image of the hedvenly [a
spirit-composed body]” (1, Cor 15 49)

The rest of the chapter then goes on 1o |

explain exactly at wiat ime and event
this change tram tiesh to spirit is.going
to take place

It's a vast subject and far more than
can be explained 1n just one column
So write tor our free booklet that thor-

oughly covers the ins and outs ot this:
whole topic It's entitled Just What Do

You Maan—Born Again? And while
you're at it ypu rpight write tor the com-
panion booklet. Just What Do You
Mean— The Kingdom of God?

Flesh and blood composition simply
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(Continued fram page 37)

Scripture sa)\s"

as a thousand :ygars. | just don't
think ‘the Bible -should be used
to deny what any. honest person
can plainly see~namely that the
carth. must be oldcr than 6,000
years.”

often explained. the Bible altows for
a world-before Adam and a universe
that’ may - be billions of years old.
"(Write for the free booklet Dld God
Creaté a Devil?)

But what of Noah's Flood, which

" thé Bible chrono)ogy would date at

betwgen twd and tree  thousand-
years B.C.? Did the bristiecones sur-

yive the Dclugc” - <
- ‘\The answer is obkusly yes The
Flood/dcsmbcd in the book of Gen-

éis killed primanly animal life, not

‘plant life. Because of Noah's Flood,+"

“all flesh died that moved upon the
earth” (Gen. 7:21). Yet plant life
generally survived. For,example,
Noah sent qut a dove which brought
back an olive leaf growing on the
newly emerged land (Gen. 8:11).
Perhaps the bristlecones were (su-
pernaturally?) prcserved in the same
fashion.

Beyond 10,000 Ypm?

According to Bannister, tree-ring
chronologies will probably be ex-
tended even further—perhaps
beyond IQ.O(F years. “In the next
decade or twp.” Bannister told The

Plain Tryth,” | believe the Euro-

" peans may develop a continuous

tree-ring chronology ‘even longer
than what we've achieved.”.

But one thing 1s certain: If the
bristlecon¢ pine chronology is in-
deed accurate, then many tradi-
tional and conventional concepts in
drchacology and prehistory are dés-
tin€d 1o be seriously challenged and
perhaps revised.

Oulhvmg even the giant sequoias
by nearly’ 2,000 years, the 'bristle-,
cone pine is proving to be a (reasure

trove of intriguing and useful infor-

mation. Pethaps it is only fitting
that the world’s,oldest living thing
should also provtdc the key to -so
many fascmaung riddles of the
past. O ~ ;

/
{
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Indeed, as The Plam Truth has»
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(Continued from page 1)

This coming utopia.doés not de-
pend on the .planning or doing of
men. It will be-produced in spite of
men.

The greatest event of all history
will be the coming of the living Jesus
Christ dgain to earth. But this time,
He is not ceming as the gentle
young man'from Nazareth, bringing
the -announcement that led to His
flogging and death at the hands of
angry men. Jesus Christ rose from
the dead. He went to the throne of
the ‘government of the vast universe

1o be"GLORIFED, and coronated as”

supreme RULER over the eatjre
¢drth. When He returns, the world
will know something of the mcaning

‘of “the power and the glory!”

His eyes wall flash like flames of

®

fire. His face will not be. pale white.

It will belike the sun shining in
FULL STRENGTH' He will come with
all the POWER that created the tni-
verse! He is coming to.crush every
government of men, as if (o grind
them into powder! He is coming as
the King of kings. ruling over aLL
NATIONS. . .

He is coming o change human
nature! He is coming (o enforce the
way of outgoing concern, of love, of
giving:serving sharing, helping, in-
stead of grasping, lakmg and sclf-
centeredness.

Yes, | see a very bright future—
just ahead! IU's the only real Goop
NEWS [n the world today! O

~

b
(Continued from page 3)
when lhcoldgiané and the profes-
sional clergy “interpret” the Bible to
mean the very opposite of what it
plainly says. in order to pretend thag it
supports their pagai teachings, then
you may know what is wrong. .

If you will read Jeremiah 23, Eze-

kiel 13 and 34, which are prophecies
of conditions now, in our day: Christ’s

- statement of Matthew 24:4-5, 11, 24

of the false preachers that would
deceive .the MANY: and the many
statements in.the Bible that the whole
world would be deceived. you will

- begin tounderstand. Itis indeed hard

for one born, reared. and steeped-in,
this world’s education, religion, cus-

-tomgs and ways, to reilize that this is
not God's world, but S#tan’s. It comes

asajarring shack ! Lknow. I've experi-

‘enced it!

_ The Bible ought never to be inter-

¢ preted. It means what it says, and it

says what it means. Takep as it is, it
makes sense. (We have two booklets

" to help you in your Bible study. They

are titled Read the Book and How (0
Study the Bible. Request them by
return mail.)

Don’t be a spiritual coward. Look -
into it for yourself. 1U's full of sur-
prises~it’s full of TRUTH- it's full of
the way tg\a positive peace of mind. to
prosperity, abundant living here and
now, an}x\v salvation in joyous eter-
nal life- FOREVER! God's world is
Sooncoming—the pcaceful happy
world tomorrdw! 0O
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