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- The Conspiracy Against the Family

ew realize it Buteven in afluent America. Britain, and
other Western countries, we tace an enormous and
growiag tragedy . The insututions of marriage and fanly
lite are’being formidably attacked.
'%mlid tamuly structure is the very foundation ot any stable
permanent sotiety. But today in the affluent countries a
conspirucy g developing which seeks o destroy marriage as an
“institution. as well as the ¥ amity. This is another detisive bitof
evidence that this worlds civilization is definitely-in the €50
time- the end of this world as we hnow it!

The threat s dual 1y Uareslized by most. thereas a
widespread and aggressive conapiracy to destroy the institution
of marnage 2) Marital eelationships and lanuly lite are
‘breaking down, and divorees are increasing alarmingly,

Feelstrongly the need o talh to my Plain Trurh readerstp
ot 'many mdlions about this magor threat y aglizanon iself
and thus t0 YoUR lle and mine. 10 time the facts were mude
known, Today many pyychologists ard saying thut the
wstitution of marnage is doomed  on the wiy out. And there iy
£ definite movement to bring that about?

The conspiracy consists of i two-pronged attach 1) awell-
organized mosement o subthy influerice caliege students to
prefer alternanves W marriage. and 2) an attempt o influence
the general public by newspaper and magazine articles,
television programs. the lecture plattorm. the women’s hb
movement. and student or former student rebels ol the “New
Left ™ How much of all this propaganda has been planted in
the minds ol the pavchologists, professors. wniters. publishers,
women's b ceosadens and others by tramed Commumist
propagandists can only be estimrated. o

There are publishersithat seek out wrsters and authors
supply them with matenal vifering alteenatis és W0 marnage
such s homoseaudlity, group marrages sex outade of o

“marniage. commungl families  gystese who will shout the
gospel that “marcage o inshed. vut-dated. obsolete on the
way oul.” This is a war which s bemg vigorously snd
fanatically waged Every subtie method w bemng employed to
captuge the minds of those ot premarriage ape .oN

Today virtually every college and uni ersity inthe Unted”
States oflers numerous courses in psychology And\ouulnh) And

- almostwithoutexception. these courses mah e sequired reading:
books and articles that picture MSITRIEE s NOW ouldated undsooi
tobecome arehsolthe past. T hey representthatbothmenand
\wmmwml vanetyin sexand othgrsocial rcl.umu\hnps They,

e

ridicule as a worn-out. vld-fashioned 1dea the belhiet that one
should confine allintimate relatons toone peron

Oace book. required reading at some one hundred \.nmpusu .
in the United States, has a chapter on mate swapping andduding
the statement: “The fanuly that swings togethet chings
together.” The book represents mate swapping as 3 benetical
experience.

A few vedrs ago. the proneersan .nppl\un: methods ot
scientitic research to the subject of sex. Masters and Johnson,
held & sy mposium in Chicago with same six or seven couples
who freely admitted o Sawanging™ as g regular expenence ol
certary chosen intersals They exchanged then philosophies on,
the subject. probed by gquestions from Do Muasters and Dr
Johnson (actaalty Mres Masters) Masters-and Johnson cheched
tive years later and found only one ot the couples was sull
married .

But now what about extsting marriages. home and tamaly
life? These have given great encotgagement to ghe conspiras -
against marriage and the family .

The so-called new morahty - which s gauatiy nothing but
gross mmmoraliny. - his gamed considerable publc acceptance
sinee the end of World War 1T This crusade of the “new
moraliy ™ has brought about. hist, far more openness and
franhness of discussion and convervation ahout sex and motals
and second. g much more ian hehavior. espeatally amonyg the
oacomug younger generation And one ot its greatest d.lnun
1n the ddvgnt ol s new and almost total PERMISSIVENE S

Lthink ot probably started i the “Roaning 2007 inthe dass ot
the “tluppens ™ Those: espeaialis the pirds who were i thea Tawe
teens and carly 208 in the 19200 became much more
permissive They marnied and became miothers but thes

Srelandd authuanity and parental guidange oser ther duldien

Then World War I produced another gengranon sall more

perinnsng

Disciphine relased and vintaally disappeared in almost all ot
the phiblic schools And now i the past decide most ot the
college and dmversty campuses hase prosided “co-ed dorms
where men are free 1o visttwomen 10 thes tooms, and women
afe tree W visit men wath alinost no restichions .

().l'munc. the worldwide COnSPIraLy dpaimt niarnage and
the attachagaifiat the FaMity institution hias a0t as vet made
any sensaional dent im (e number of mardages taking place
Butat s becommg a iR \Ahu.h el our n.ulgu shounld
hnowe abput L
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VEREPUTON
HE EARTH

.Why did God create and put mankind on this earth? What is(lhe real .p.urpose of
human life? Almost nobody knows! Yet the -Bible reveals it plainly.

id you ever wonder about
the countless aulhions of
shining stars you have
seen on an otherwise black,
cloudless flight? Especially i an air-
planc at might, some 40000 feet
above -the oceun,. the whole vast
universc ubove seems (o burst
forth ke a stupendous skyrocket
exploding into- all the mytiads of
uncountable suns. which we call
stars, that dot the vastness of uncnd
ng space-
© Many of these” seenungly Giny
stars are much Jarger-than our own
sutt And just as there are plancts
surrounding our sun, there must be
uncountable aullions of planets sur-
tounding thicse innunicrable suns
. Haveat you wolideréd about the
. ongin of eur awesome, vast um-
verse? How did ot come to be? Did
evolve? Was 1 created? Was there o
pur]
Whit ul\oul the omcn plancts "
our awn soluc systesn? o they sus-:
tain fe? Ase there[peopic on

Nenus? Sone kind of Tving bengs

‘on Mats? Do aiy of the plancts sus-
fan any kind of hfe, or wre they i“

by Herbert W Anﬁstrong
like the mopn' .dead, decayed. hfe-

less, . pockmarked. wasted. empty,

unmhabuable? And o they are ina
state’ of total decay. why would apn

mitelhgent Creator have created -

shem in such a manner?

Or did He”

These gte intnguing questions in-
deed  Astronomers may hazard
some guesses The actual facts they
do not have Unm.mncd spacecraft.
which have seat phetographs back
to carth from vantage pomis very
close 10 some of these planets. do
not gve any evidence of conditionis
that would sustdm hie

Pictyred from the Marhan sur.
face, tor mstance showed a7 sands.
desert hittered wath rocks from vEry
msute size o perlps a fool” or
more i diameter It was a diy, bar-
ten. sterile surlace Othier photo’

graphs revealed only a wasteland,

cratermatked with the cvidence of
constant metcor lmmlnldmuu
The other plance. e harsh, air-
less. desolute places Venus is s in-
ciedibly hot_ and whospitable with

s atmmphctc of ‘massive acrid

clouds lha( it remindy onc wi

2

Dante's descniption of his entirely
ficutious fiery wnferno commonly
called “hellfire

© Sull man persists i probing the
far rcaches of the umverse for some

. sign of organic Iife Muny scientists

insist that some form of physical hife
is 10 be found somewhere vut there.
Yet all the preseily exisung physi-
cal evidence ndicates thas earth
the sole body with iving matter m
this  endiess universe the gniy

_planct which has conditions that are

actually lide-supporing.,

The Vest Universe—and Man -

Science customanly sejects divine
revelation av a soutce of fundamen-’
tal knowledge especrally  haswwe

~knowledge of human omgins and

that of the astral bodies. But whale!
siaence can tell us e o nothing
about the ongis and present’ state

of these numberless astral bidies,

this Mible docs give us coisuderable
insight mto lhm existence, how
they came 1o Lo m-such u state of
decdy, theit plupmc and ithen fu:
tire. Most certainly this 1s not gen-
erally realized or understood. Yet it

The PLAN TRUTH Octabar-Novemtd: 1978
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| ties in directly with fhe existence or
. presence on earth of man—the"
meaning and purpose of human
life—and actually involves tremen-
dous significance to human destiny. :

In the Bible—the Book of books—
God reyeals Himself as CREATOR OF
ALL, not merely the earth and man,
but the entire limitless universe. On a
cloudless night oné may marvel at
“the awesorge dimensions of our star-
studded skY. The Maker of mankind
is also the Creator of all that is-—all.
that can be seen by the human eye.

Is it possible that lhere is an un-"
realized -conneciion between the
vast* galaxies (now apparendy life- *

. less and totally uninhabitable) and
man? Actually the true connection -
is the -mest exciting, most wonder-
ful, hope-inspiring truth that tould
“be revealed. |

In the first installment of this se-
.ries of articles (Augu%t Plam\ Truth),
[ cxplamed that jn the very begm
ning—before this physical universe
was created -there existed onl\ the
wo Supcrbungs God and ht
“Word.”

As the Translaior's New Testy-

. ment puts it: “"When everything be
-gan the Word already existed. The
‘Word was with God and shared his
nature”™ (John 1:1-2). }

In bricfest summary, I further ex-
plained that~these two' Superper-
sonages in space first created angels.
compypsed salely of spirit, before any
physical matter pas ever produced.
The Bible slmnél) wdicates that the
angels were made before the cre-
aton of the carth (see Job 38 4. 7Y
and most probably prior to the ma-
tenal umverse atsell. 1t may,come as
4 surprise’to many to learn that ang-
cls inhabited this carth before the
creation of man. But the Bible
‘plainly reveals i this and other
passages . ) R

Angels That Mmd

1 abo explaingd lh.n ;ltc&c .mgd\
were nor greatcdaath perfect char-
acter thew . creation was Hot yet,
complete

~ Can you unagine Guod's lmly anb/
“ely bevonung suning angeh? Yet”
that 1 precisely. what happencd!
Angels were created with powcis of -

.

thought, of decision and of choice-- |

else they would have no individ- .
uality or character. Since the New"

Testament reveals that sin is the -

transgression of God’s 1dw (I John
3:4), these angels (apparently only
those that were placed on this earth)
rebelled against God’s law—which is
the very basis of Ged’s government.

-Sin carries penalties! When the
angels rebelled against the govern-
ment of God, the preservation ‘of
the physical earth.and all of its orig-
inal beauty and glory ceased—and
physical destruction to the surface
of the earth resulted.

-With this very brief, high- spot

. summary, the account of the super-
- sin committed-by the angels brings

us,-chironologically, to that point in

time where the first instatlment of

this series of articles ended. )
But the far-reaching implications
of this angelically. .induced earth-
wide cataclysm of destruction are
not confined to the planstCEarth and
its immediate environs. The penalty -
of sin by the angels was not death—

for God had made-them ‘immortal

spirit beings who cannot die. God
gave them this earth as their abode
and, more importantly, its rule as an

“opportunity to qualify to possess

dnd beautify the entire universe. _

- Their immediate penalty was dis-
quallhcaum\ forfeiture  ‘of their
grand opportunity--and perversion
of mind as well. Of course, at the
helm of this angelic rébellion was

" Lucifer - the  supetarchangel who

had led (he other r angels into.sin -
nto total rebellion against (mds
government He wasgoniginally cre-
ated as'a_bringer unt;,h( but now
he became the author of darkness.
crror, contusion,, evil- and destruc:
uon

So the uhdlmn of Luciler and hl\" :

angels brought-this extteme cata-

- clysm-to the carthi. And n all pmha

| bility o did mgre!
Whatever Gnd cteates (as l CX-

- platned 1n.Part One) s created i a -,

petfect condiion 1t is impowible to
believe that the other plangein our

- solar, system were’ created as: dead
Thulks cof waste and empty degay.

- Bveiy evidence Yrom our unm.hfmd '
" space iights m(hwlu that these as-
Aral bodies are i a state of total |
decay. Now God is nor the author of

~.

confusion, waste, decay and destruc-
tion. But Satan is! "
- It'is apparent thetefore, based on

what is revealed in the Bible, that a |

similar cataclysm.of destriction
happened to the surface of our

“ moon and the other planets of our
- solar system—perhaps extending to

all of the astral bodies in the uni-
verse. And all of this was caused by
the rebellion of Lucifer and his ang-
els.’

-Satan and his angels were then
dlsqualtﬁed to administer God’s gov-
emmegnt over the earth. But it is a
principle of God that a government
must never be.without a head. Con-
sequently Satan was to be left here
on earth until his successor, who has
already been qualified to rule, is in-
ducted into ojf(e

Now notice what God did next.

Ronowlng the Eam\'s Sudaco

God . did not leave the earth in a
state- of rack .and ruin. God had
planned ahead! He knew before the
creation of the earth that angels,
with independent powers of thinking,
redsoning, choosing. forming opin-
wons and making decisions, could re-
bel and turn 1o sin and destruction.

.He had devised a fail-safe system.

As a result of the angelic destruc-
tion wreaked upon this carth, the
carth came to be in the condition
described.in Genesis 1:2, with water

_ covening the whole face of an carth

in darkness. Notice the brief de-
scription, “And the carth was [be

came] without form, tmd void (Heb.

tohu and bohu. meamng chdom n
confusion, waste. and empty”}: and
darkness was upon the face of the
deep. And the Spurit of God moved -
upon the face of the waters.”

Notice that 1t was dark. It speaks

~only of a Muid surface ™ oceans: no-

dry land showing In Psalm 104:30,
we read “Thou sendest forth thy
spisit, they are created, and thoy

. renewest the face. of the carth ™ And’
“here in Geness 1:2, Gad-had sent

forth His Sprat in order to:renew,
the surfice of the carth! '
" Notice verse 3: “And God said.”

i‘.clb there be light: and- there was

light" Satan is the very symbul of

_darkness, evil, sinand ugliness. This

(Conum«d on page 45)
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HOW THE DOLLAR CRlSlS
IS FORGING
A UNITED EUROPE'

The U.S. dollar istn its way (lm\ n and out as the free world's leading currency. 1ty /)luu nun soon he

‘taken by a powerful European currency unit (ECU) heavily bac ked by gold and the mighty deutsche
mark. When that happens a Cnited um/w//< ommand n/ world trade will be but a step or tiy o /I 0N

reality- setting the stage for remark able prophecies in the book of Revelation. -

by Gene H Hogberg

onvuhrve chatges are about
to rock the coonomic stsiem
ot the free world o s aen

- - B .
toundapions. Yeto tagicalhy, few

Amenicans, Botons o Ca-

naduans seem-to be awahe .
o the ccononue  disaster

that could be just over the

shorizon tor their nations

The ""Post-Dollar’’ Era

Within only a tew ‘months
the once mlpm but now
ancmic Amencan® Jolla
“may be toppled from s
pevileged position” as the
world's hngpincurrena
Amenca’s leadimg trade
partnersn Europe, resigned

. (B

o

to the dollar s ol dllness are- | pean monetany fund. Backed heaviby

abieady prepating top the post-dollag by peld ind the West Gernun mark.

futire They e on the werpe of 1 Bhas fund will be denommated an
establishing 8 poicerinl e Puso |k umpun curreney umitsor EUUS
‘o - | ’.“Imh in turn will be llu
torcrunnet of a tuture single
I uropean currency.
This cutidney, when ity
Lylablishied. will be m mmh
“deannd around the morld!
I utuie rims on sthe dull.u
vould make the numgl‘u\,
| cchange cnsis ol the - past
g ~ovenal monthy  look llkc
xluhf-. 1I.|) l .
CBut we're pethng abead’
nl the story. Let's h.uk,up HE

lm. Tor some ‘recent back-

bmuml evenls,

.

Pi3in Truth Phate

v
.-

. i .
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The Summit That Solved Nothing

The crisis dmuung the free world's
economices has bgen slcadxlv build-
ln;: up lhmughnu( the decade of the

0s. A major negative factor. has-

heen the quintupling of oil prices in

the aftermath of the Mideast war of
73 . .

“In the United States, inﬁ;ltinn.

fucled mainly by a string of monu--.

mental federal budget deticits $120,

bithon in the last two fiscal years]

alone” iy “threagening (W get out of
hand. The n.mun\ of Western Eu-
fope. cohverstly.” confronted with
\(ll,'nlnl ceonamies and ;_,nmmg__

“unemployment have never quite re-

covered from the worldwide recgs:

ston of 1974 n jupaa, a slugpeh
Cddomeste m.uhl has toreed ’ll.ll i

Cuon’s awesome industrial nulpul in-

governnient of the free world's lead-
~ing industrial powers  the United

States., West Germany, Japan,
France. Britain. ltaly and Canada
met jn Bonn, West Germany.

The so-called . Word  Ecoiromic -

Summit Conference -attended by
this writer,ended with optimistic
predictions for the year ahead. In the
concluding press conference, "how-
ever, it was very evident that the

leaders of the “big (hree™ nations -

U.S. West GGermany and Japan . were |
severely limited by politugal con- |
straints on the home front..

President Carter plcdgcd 10

.slrcn;:(hc.n the dollar by cutting oil

imports -*hough he made no prom-

|~.c te act decisive]y and unilaterally '

the US. Congress continuer

. ‘hnld up hlwloug s(allcd‘mcréy leg-

Gene Hogherg

Prime Minister  Takeo  Fahuda

“only oftered o Reep Japanese ex-

ports hext year from nsing above
this.veilr'y level But since the yen s
risimg aml the dollar is drnppm'
this means an even greater J‘lp‘muc
.(rdd«. \urplus than last year's réeoid
$17 billion. To actually cut exports
would mean’ increased ‘uncmplay
ment-a political ‘risk  that J;lp;m\
big-business-oriented Liberal Dem:
ocratié Party. which has bedn slowly -
losing strength over the years, feels
it cannot atlord to take.

Dollar Crlsls Ignored

For & dd) ar two a’ter (lu Boan

_summit. the mild euphoria that such

conclavds engender seented o have
pumpgd a bubble of new conlidence
into the West's fripile ccononye svs -

istation.”, ;temg. “Bonn has soceessfully bought
- Chawnceltor Hetmut . Schimidt- of 7. tme.”™ intoned an editonial in lhc
West: Germany, for bis part, an- 47 imes of London.

creasingly a0 exvport markets,
prngpadly thed S and tarope. rais-
sang mllxmr [yruluuunul home llldu\-

’

tries.

lhl\p.l\l]lll} man .munpl(mmn
put the miny problems in their com-
plc'\‘l(uq‘: relationships, (llL'.hcudx of

HEADS OF STATE (above) from
‘Seven nations gathered at World
Economic Sugnmut i Bonn in July West
German Chancellor Hélmut. Schmidt,
snbwu at felt with U.S.. President
ermy Carter, was domman{person—. .
ﬂhty at the ;:onlerance

]

nounved a modest package w hm)sl

T government speading. one that he' -

bad been planning o introduee

canyway. Any attempt o pump up

the copnomy more than—his stipu-
lated one pereent would have

cvoked cries” from Bona's con-’
Cservative opposition that - Schmidt

was Tfeading -Germany - once: ggain

= down the rupnous road of *Weithar-

style™ mllalum which, ay history

showy;, hLlPLd paw. Adoll Hulcrs»

p.uh to pmm,r

Bu( Imrdl) was the wk dry on® llu
Mummls evasive, - nebubous il
wmmumqm when it became ahiin-

- daatiy clear that aothieg had ealty
‘beenresolved. The reasan: Noactign
- had been taken with fegand o the
most critical problent in the eves of

©America’s trading partaers what (o

doabout the plummretng vialucol the
US. dollar a crisis which atieery lhc
_eptire free. world, since the dollar,
“weak though it may be.is the world's
leading reserve currency.
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- not even an O
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Thiscentral p oblem, in fact, was

cial, item on_ the
agenda. The Am%ncans accused by
their partpers of treating the sick
doltar with “benign-geglect” for
many months, had conje ‘to Bonn
determined to play down the prob-

+ lems of the dollar. The \American -

view prevailed that the Bonn meet-
ing should deal only wuh trade im-

~balances and how to'stimulate

world economic growth. .
Within two or -three days of the
summit’s conclusion the foreign ex-

“change markets went wild again, as

money managers. unloaded hun-
dreds of millions of unwanted sur-

‘plus dollars (there are over 500
- billion so-called

“stateless” dollars
outside’ U.S. boundaries and thus
outside. of effective U.S. control) in
search of stronger currencies such as

‘the Japanese yen, the Swiss franc,

and the West_ German mark.’

Why the Dollar Is slck

. U.S. currency msplrcs no wnﬁdence»

today Jargely because there are
many more dollars in foreign banks

_than -are needed or wanted. More-

over, the Supply increases every year

as the United States continues to,
-run up both huge federal deficits

and balance-of-trade losses
Prospects for a'solution to the doi-

:lar glut seem remote. America’s rec- '
“ord balance-of-trade loss of $26.7
" billion for

1977 is <certain to be
topped this year.
America’s trade partners are an-

gered at’ Washington’s all-too-obvi-
" ous strategy of Ic{mg the dollar
_ drop still further in

he hope that 1)
American exports can obtain a com-

petitive edge worldwide, and 2) im-.
| ports to the U.S. will Jecrease
" pecause they will become too ex-
! pensive.

This dellberalc debasement of the

) .dollar swworth not.only doesn’t work

(inflation inside the U.S. robs U.S.
manufacturers of their supposed ad-
vantage ovér imports),. but it hurts

- everybody, not just Americans. -

Worst of all, it gives'a clear message

.. to others that tke U.S. cither doesn’t
mknow ‘how or dorsnt want to man-

age-its ecnomy in such a way as. to
- give the dollar any lasting value.
Dont Amecricans rcahzc. ask the

L]

E}\opeans ‘and ‘the ‘Japanes¥, that ’

the dollar serves not only as Amer-

.ica’s medium of monetary ex-

change, but other countries also use

" the dollar and Kave a vested interest
in the maintenance of its value? -

‘Too Much of aGood Thing

Eyer since the end of Werld War I
the. dollar “has played a role most
Americans have only a scant knowl-
edge of: It acts as the international

“resérve currency”—meaning that

other countries use U.S. dollars as
the store of wealih that backs their
own currencies. These dollars are

used, fup'therr_nore. to settle debts in
“international trade.

In fact, over
two-thirds of international trade is
transacted in dollars.

Fora consnderablc period, as long
as the dollar was “as good as gold™.
and international trade continued to
boom, foreign countries and their

ceatral -banks were willing—indeed -

eager——tq hold growing supplies of
greenbacks. Asteady, but manage-

able, deficit in America’s balance of

payments ensured access to the cov-

cted currency of the wotld's largest |

econgmic power.
The flexibility of the:

fixed price of only $35 an ounce,
helped fuel the great worldwide eco-
noiic expdnsmﬂ pcnod of the
1960s.

Despite this rapid expansion of

world trade, the United States gov-
ernment was held to a certain
amount of interpal monetary dis-
cipline by virtue, of the dollar’s con-

" vertibility into gold. la other words,

U.S. pregses coxld not-go wild print-
ing dollars %unce. foreign central
banks could exchange. excess paper
for the go[d in Fort Knox. d

+ Shutting tho‘ Gold Window
However, in 1970, when the United

States began to seriously live

beyond its means in foreign trade,

confidence in the dollar slackened,
Foreign central banks began a run

.on the U.S. gold hoard. The U.S.

solution .to the problem was not to

put its own house in order (perhaps .

by suffering a politically undesirabie
cconomic “adjustment,”

Iy

ollaf as op- .
‘posed to a rather stable world ‘sup-
- ply of gold. which then %arried a

I

or reces- |\

sion), ‘but to_slam the “gold win-
dow™ shut*inN971. No longer was
the dollar convertibie to gold.

"Mgre than a year fatér even the
“attempt to mdintain fixed exchange
" rates—the key feature of the Bretton
Woods agreement of 1944-was
abandoned. Since 1973 currency val-
ues have been “floating™ on the'mar-
ket, at times violently, and the value
of the dollar has steadily eroded.

Still,up untii now there has been no
substitute for the dollar as the world’s
Bading. reserve currency. (British
sterling once played a méjor reserve
rolé, but the decline of Britain’s econ-
omy no longer allows this role.) With

. the gold window shut and restraints

upon the government’s overspending
neutralized, the United States has
neen able to take undue advantage of.

 the privileged position the dollar has )
enjoyed. The U.S. has been ableto .|

pile deficit upon deficit and literally

-leave its trade partners holding a -

larger mountain of cheapcmng doi-
lars. .

Cheating Our Croditon.: 5

America is finzily beginning to pay
a penalty for it§ years of profligacy.
Yet the U.S. federal government

continues -to pile up deficits every

year—even in good years.

Congress, for ‘example, has just
, raised the “temporary™ ceiling on
the national ‘debt to $798 billion.
Deficit spending has doubled- the
national debt in the past ten years.
If spending trends continue. this

 mountainous debt could reach $1

«drillion in the carly 1980s. ‘.
Writing in the August 1978 issue
of Atlantic Monthly. author Martin
Mayer, in an article entitled “The
Incredible Shnnkmg Dollar.’
noted:_ “Inflation in -America not
only. disrupts and demoralizes our
" own society but also in [Winston]
Churchﬂl s terms, ‘cheats our credi-
tors.’ The nations that hold dollars

_ag ftheir reserves are entitled to our

best- efforts to maintain the value of
those dollars by restricting both our
domestic budget deficit and our bal-
. ance of payments deficit.” .

Continues sMa¥er:
our power to ‘pring the world’s
money at a time when_ the world
+ . (Continued on page 42)

“Insisting on’

" The PLAIN TRUTH Gictobar-November '19’8_

.,

vz

T

0




 PROPHECY ==

People of the Western world would be stunned— dumbfounded—zf they , kilew! The gov-
ernment$ of the Umted States, Britain, Canada, Australasia, South Africa would set in
motion gzgan!zc crash programs—if they knew! Bm‘*they remain ignorgnt until this day—
' yet they could know! But they don’t! WM :

by Herbert W. Armstrong . . "

.

staggering turn in world events is due to
erupt in the next few years. It will involve violently the
United States, Britain, Western Europe, the Middle East.
It’s already rather late for the free world to.come awake
‘to the real meaning behind current world events! Why
. do not the world¥s leaders see what is coming? Why are
" the world’s best minds unsecing—the heads of state,
scientists, educators, editors, news #nalysts, bankers, in-
duslrlallsts leaders in business and commeme” They are
totally ungwarf®Why? .« .
-+ Because they have been falsely educated and deceived
into closing their minds to the great causes behind world
events and trends. This world has been falsely cducated

" to ignore causes and deal with effects! Yet all the world’s-

_ problems and ills are simply a matter of cause and
effect. There is a cause that has produced strife and war;

poverty, wretchedness, inequality; crime, disegse, mental -

" ills. But the leaders do net know!
" The wogld’s leaders are lhe educated of the world. But:
they ‘were ,not-educated in BasiC TRUTHs—the founda-
tions of right knowledge. The x:mst necessary knowledge

c

_way to peace, to happiness, to universal ab

is not being laught' ey do not know WHAT man-is<ar |
wHY! They Know nothiiig of the purpose or raeaning of
life! They were pot taught to distinguish the true values :
from. the false. Théy did not iearn the reaf causes’ {he
dance; nor
the causes ofwar, unhappiness, inequality, world chaos.
They know nothing of the purpaose: bemg worked out
here below. Consequently, they guide humanity on a
course in conflict with that purpose, wreaking havoc
upon a distressed, sufferifg, unhag:y mankind. Lacking
knowledge of the way to_peace, the world-dees not have .
peace. Leaders talk of peace; they: profess to work for
peace; they cry. out -for peace—while they give up-

proval and-blind aceeptancc to the way that produses -4

war!

This world has stmply been gom& 1he wrong way! <

This world is giving assent to, and conﬁ.rrmg civ-
ilization’s acceptance on, THE WAYS that arg the causes
of all the worlds ills. * :

And now we are- fast appro.whlng the final grand
smash cxplgs_lon that is going to stagger the niind of man

i N ¢ S - . .
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_beyond the bounds of sanity.. Forces, ate at
on plans, programs, conspiracies, movemenfs that soon
will erupt into a world explosion of violenge and chaos
+ such as never happened before, and nevqr will again.
Men todayare tampering with forces of nafure they lack
. the prudence. knowledge, ability and wisd¢m to control.
* In this folly of educated ‘ignorance, ft has become
fashionable today and intellectually titili un%l to ignore
ihe great-basic cause of all things: the fact of the purpose
being worked out here below, and the master, plan for ()
wm‘klng Sut; the invisible but Supreme Power now soon

rd

~ Why have these prophecies not been

| - understood or believed? Because the
(" vigal key that unlocks prophecy to our
- undcrxldndmg had been lost.

v

f\;s intervene and drastically alter the course of hnswry -
efore mankind blasts itsell out of exisignce. -~ .

« Unreal though.it may seem_to those steeped i inod-
ern’ educational deceplions, soine 2,500 years: ago the

Supreme Power of the universe inspured a man named -

‘Isaiah to-quote Him, saymg “1.am. God. and there 1s
none hke me, declaning the'end from the begmming. and
from ancient umds the things that are not yet done.
saying. My counsel shall stand" (1sa -469-10) The great
world powers are formulating their pohicies -laymg ther

_ plans. But the next few ycars will see astounding events
explode in a nignner very different than the nations
plan! Why? "~

Never a Miss

Because thcrc i the great God 'who says. “The Eternal

. wrecks thg’ purposes of pagans, he brangs 1o nothmg
what thé nations plan. but the Eternal’s purpose stands
for ever. and what he plans will last from age o age.s. .
The Eternat looks from heaven: beholding all mankind,
from wheré he sits, he scany all- who snhabit the world,
he whio alone ‘made thewr minds, he notes all they do™
(['s 33.10-15; Moltant lmml»uum) o

This same Eteinil God said “Te wham then wall ye -

hiken me. or shall'l be equal” saith the Holv Oné Lt up
yous cycs on hgh, and behald who hath created these
Angs.. 0 And agam: “lehold, the nanons arc as a
drop ol a bucket, and are counted as the sl dut ot
the Balance .. AN nanons before g s &

mg. M (lsa 40:25-26, 15, 17),

Through His inspired. prophets. the great ol cauwd
m be wiitten, some 2,500 years ago, and prescrved. in
wriling to.our time prophecics filling approtimately a
thisd of the wholc Bible. In them, He named eveey wity
of uquucmc nf that tinte on carth-"and abw® csa,

.

nation! And He foretold precisely what would, through:

the years, happen 1o every city and every nation! In
every instance the prophecies came to pass! :

What was prophesied HAPPENED (o Babylon, to Tyre,
Sidon, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekrol . Egypt. Assyria,
. Chaldea, Persia, Greece and Ror%:% has not been
a miss! Those prophecies were accurate. -

And now. in other prophecies, the same supreme God
has foreiold precisely what is goingatd happen to the
United States, the British nauons Westerp Eur(bnu the
Middle East, Russia!

Best Minds—Total Igiorance - “

Yet tfie best minds in the world are i total ignorance of’

the unprecedented-cataclysm that 15 about to strike And
why have these prophecies-not been uaderstood or be-
lieved? Because the vital KEY that unlocks prophecy to.
our understanding had been lost. That key 1s the identity
of the United States and the Britsh pcoplu m biblical
prophecy.

That key has been found! We pn:scm it uy this senes
.of artigles 10 those whose unprqudnccd cyes are willing
Lo see. .

The events pro| hc\ud lu slnkc ‘the Amenican ind

British peoples in the néki |w VOIS are sURE!

God says ‘Suuly the 1 ord Liernal will do nulhmg'

but he revealeth hys sccret unto his servanis the proph-
ets” (Amos 3.7) TheSe colossal world events, shoinking

" the first two World Wars into insigmificance, witl-come,

but not unul the warning has heen made .nml.ahlc for
thoie whose eves art wilhing 1o see

1l may sound ncredible, but its truc b duun news -
casters, foreign correspondents do aét understand the
real meamng of the world news they report. analyse and
“discuss Headd of government are utterly wiawase of the
true signtiicance of the very world-shaking events suh
which they dea) They havé po congepion of where
these events are leading l;bud:hk Perbaps but
true! :
*Winston Churchill declared before the Unted State

- Congress “He must mdeed have a bhind soul who cin

not sce that same great purpose and dengn 1 hang
‘worked out here below of which we has ¢ the honot to be
the fanthiul servants  Bat he el oot understand: that
purpose’ That great purpose bong dge war master-
planned by the Master Mind of the finiverse

Thate ls Purpose

l! v ttue, though alwost tetally untcalirzed Mankind s
1an this carth for 3 eLRFO9® And the Maker of
mnnkmq st aleng with the human produet o Hes

~making @t INSTRGE Tros Bosn o 1oscal that puspeic |

and to gude man in happily, engiyably fuifiliing i Buag
the human taic bas sepeeied the tevelabon ang fhie
gu»d‘uccmc.i bas pueicancd uumi-u oy ihe dati
ﬁmc §its own futile ceasoningy.
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. About one:third of that Instruction Book is devoted to

" basic education—revealing to man the necessary founda-
tional knowledge otherwise undiscoverable and
unknowable: knowledge of what man is, why he is,
where his destiny may lead, how to reach it and live
happily along the way: revealing knowledge of the true
values as distinguished from the false; knowledge of the

" way to peace, happiness, abundant well-being. In other
words, the most necessary of all knowledge—the founda-
tior on which to build discoverable knowletge.

Another approximate third of that Book is devoted to
history- -to those events and - experiences fulfilling the
master plan during the first four millennia of man's
mortal sojourn, as” examples for our admomtion and
guidance today. . '

And_then approximately a third-.grasp this!--an en-
tire third of our Maker's revelation to mankind is de- -
voled to prophecy -writing the history of future evenga,
before they occur. These foretold future events reveal the
great purpose being finally worked out—being brought
1o its completion. ’ :

.\Nhy This ignorance

Now see why heads of state, news analysts, and the great
nunds of our time do _not comprehend the real mean.

S
ing of world events as they are shaping up right now.

A rational and right knowledge of this great purpose,
of thé:Creator’s master plan, of where in the progression
of those foreotdained events we stand today,cand of
major happenings prophesied yet to occur—this knowl-
edge is the éssential basis for understanding the signifi-
cance and true meaning of today's dynamic world news.
Without this vital knowledge, ngone dealing in news
gathering and news reporting, none responsible for gov-
ernment policies can understand currcnt world happen-
ings or where they are leading. '

And not one saddled with such responsibilities does -
know! Why? Co )

Twa reasons, primarily: 1) They have heen deceived
by false education appealing to the vanity of intellect

_into prejudicial and disdainful rejection of the divine

revelation which alone can impart this understanding:
and, 2) the vital key necessary to unlock closed doors of
biblical prophecy had been lost. 9

The great world powers of our time have-been, and
are, the United States, the Soviet Union, Grc'al‘Bl:ilain.
Germany, France, and other Western European nations..,
The misstng vita} KeY 15 sumply the idemity of these great-

world powers in’ biblical prophecy! The staggering and - %

cataclysmic world-shaking events soon to crupt upon a

“Territory Held By the United States and Great Britain

—
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e
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shocked, stunned, bewildered world relate directly add  their living God then our nations may be spared. God

specifically to the United Statesy Britain, Germany,
“Western Europe, and Russia. \ '

Not knowing how aild where thesé\nations are specifi--

- cally mentioned in basic and major prophecies, the edu-
cated of the world-have begn utterly-blinded to the plain
and simple meaning of prophecy. Due to this lost key
more than anything else, the Bible has come to be
discredited and rejected in this world’s educational sys-
tem. The unproved and unprovable theory of evolution
has been substituted as the foundational concept which
became the supposed rational approach to knowledge.
he colossal tragedy of it! Our peoples, being thus

f{lsely and deceptively educated from little children,

have, in a supposed era of advanced rationalism and

1.. enlightenment, actually been groping around and floun-

" dering in the darkness of ignorance, misunderstanding
and ‘confusion. fatally unaware of the earthshaking ca-
tastrophe into which they are being directly plunged.

Shut Eyes—Closed Ears ’ .

Thus our peoples have forgotten and departed far from .
their Maker. They have shut their eyes and closed their’
ears to His dynamic revelation to mankind, which, to

ears that an hear, thunders out the life-and-death warn-
ing to those in the responsible positions of
power! ' = Co N

Is it now too late? Have our leaders become so

blinded, so steeped in a deceptive false education, so

stultified that they cannet be aroused from slumber?
God help us now! Time is fast elosing in on us!

But the all-important master key has been found!

That key is knowledge of the astonishing identity of
the American and British- peoples—as well as the Gers
man- in biblical prophecies. This very eye-opening, as-
‘tounding identity is the strongest proof of the inspiration
and authority of the Holy Bible! It is, at the same time,
the strongest. proaf of the very active existence of the!
living God!, :

An exciling, ‘pulsating, vital .third of all &|c Bibft: s
devoted to prophécy. And approximately 90 percent of
all prophecy pertains to OUR TIME, now, in this latter half
of the twentieth century!

It is a warning to us—to our EnglishAspeakingl peo- g

ples—of immediate_life-and-death import.: The proph-
ecies come alive once their doors are opened by this now
- discovered master key! This series of articles will open,
1o open minds, this hitherto closed vital third of all the
BiblerNo story of fiction ever was so strange, so fascinat-
ing, so absorbing, so- packed with interest and sus-
pense, as this gripping story of our identity—and our an-
cestry. v -
Through it Almighty God gives momentous warning!
Those who read, and heed, may be spared unprece-
dented caiaclysmic tragedy soon to strike. If our peoples
and their governments will awaken, heed, and return to

help us to UNDERSTAND!

_ Prophecies Closed Until Now ' L

One might ask, were not biblical prophecies closed and
sealed? Indeed they were—until now! And even now
they can be understood only by those whd*“possess the
master_key to unlock them. But we have reached the
approximate end-af 6,000 years of biblical history. We
have reached the end of an-age! We arc entering, right
now,-the world crisis at the_close of the present civ-
,llization. We face, today, inditions such as the world
“never before has witg?z{%oday the big problem is the
_stark question of sur¥1vaL! For the first time in world
history, the weapons of mass destruction exist which can
erate all life from the earth. Chiefs of government and
world-famous scientists have,been saying publicly we
must adjust to living irf fear of human anaihilation, with

- no solutions in sight. - o )
To those prejudicially cynical toward the Bible I say:
It is now your only ‘hope! Science offers no solutions,
The politicians and heads of government have no an-
swers. In-the Bible alone you will find the advance news

of what is now certain to occur—and occur it will before

mankind blasts itsélf out of existence! i

« But another objector might ask, are not most of the

prophecies outdated Old Testament writings, addressed
- only to the ancient nation Israe], of no concern to us in

our time? And the answer is an emphatic no! These

scintillating, dynamic propheciés were, most of them,

never given to ancient Israel. )

N 4

APivotal Book " ; L

The plain truth is these prophecies were written for our
people of eur time, and: for no previous people or time.
They ‘pertain o world conditions of today, and

v

God compared the populations of these
promised nations to the grains of sand .
on a seashore and to the :
stars—uncountable for multitude.

could not gave been understood, until today.
One of the very lPivolal books of prophecy is the book
of Daniel. Actually, the prophet Daniel was not the
author of the book known by his name. The living God
was, its author! The message was transmitted (@ Danicl
by God’s angel. Daniel put to writing, to be preserved
until our time, what he heard. . a
Atthe very close of his book, Danicl wrote: “And1 heard,
but I understood not: thensaid 1, O my-Lord, what shall be
the end of these things? And he said, Go thy way, Danicl:
N '

'
|0h,

R
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for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the
end. . .. and none of the wicked shall understand; but the
wise shall understand” (Dan. 12:8-10).
So the prophecies of Daniel were CLOSED, sealed, locked
- up until now! But today we are living in “the time of the
end.” Today the “wise” do understand! But who are “the
. wise”? Only those who fear and obey God—and who have
the master key to unlock the
locked-up prophecies. God
says: “The fear of the‘Eternal is
the beginning of wisdom: a
good understanding have all
they that do his command-
ments” (Ps. 111:10). And even
most professing “Christians”
refuse utterly to do that. No
wonder they can’tunderstand.
Anddon’t forget, the specific
key that unlocks these closed
doors of prophecy is the defi-
nite knowledge of the true
‘identity of the American and
British nations as they are men-
tioned in these prophecies.
Stop a moment and tHink.
If the prophecies Daniel
wrote could not be understood h) him: 1f they were
‘closed up and sedled ail the ume of the end™ -l the
latter half of the twentieth century- as the angel said
and as Damel wrole, then they were closed to the -an-

rutn Photos

cient Istaclites of that day:. lhcy umt.nncd no message”

_for Daneel’s ime
Think a httle further. *
These prophiecies could not have been given to or
" known by the ancient Kingdom of Israel. Daniel wrote
in and after the ume of the Chaldean king Nebuchad-

nezzar's mvasiong and- captivity of the Kingdom oftJo.’

DAN, 604 10 585 B. ¢ Butthe Kingdom of IsratL had long
" before been mvaded, conquered. and its people moved out,

of Palestine  transported as slaves to Assvria (721 1o g’

B.C) 17 o 433 years before Damied wroe ¢l Kings 17,18,
23:24). Yean before the book of Diamel was written, most
of the Assynans, wah those Israehte slaves, had gugrated
from ancicnt Assyna northwest toward Eutope How Tar
northwest . whére they finally sctiled was not then
known. Ihq had become known as the Lost Ten Tribes.

But today we do know

Today, as Damel wrote (12:4), knu\ul;dgc has indeed
mcercased. The wherecabouts of the Lost Ten Tnbes s
one of the ancient mystesies now cleared up. But in
Daniel’s day they were lost from view  as if the carth
had opened her mouth and swallowed them. //

Not tor Qld Testament Isreel

Danicls prophecy, then, was not a message to the Old
‘Testament Kingdom of Israel!

iz PLARN TRUTH Qulober-November 1978

Now think further! -

Nor was this prophecy a message for the Old Testa-
ment Kingdom of Judah. When Daniel wrote, the Jews
already were slaves in Babylon.' Daniel was one of the
brilliant young princes of Judah, specially chosen for
service in the king's palace in Babylon (Dan. 1:3-6).
Daniel's strenuous duties in the Gentile king's service

GIBRALTAR, the.srral;g:c western gate o the Mediter-
ranean, stood lor three centuries as the sgﬁ;l'ol Brit-
ain’s far-flung power Today it is one of the Empire’s tew
remaining vestiges

did not allow him to deliver this tlosed and sealed
message to the scattered Jewash slaves In this condition
of slavery, the Jews had no system of rehigious meet-
ings- no priesthood. There was o such thing as a print-
ing press no way lo print and distnibute hiterature And
besides, the pmphu) was “closed up and scaled ull the

time of the end” -our time. now! The book of Damel’

was a0l a message for the Ju\s of Ol Tummu\l
times'

Fmally realize It «.mph.mmll\ clear that these
prophecies pertain 10 no time but 1o our rime, n this
twentieth céntury! !

Then know ths, further

The greatest mystery book of the entire Bhible, (6 most,
has, been the ook of Rc\cl.mon But the book of Daniel
15 the key 10 the book of Revelaton. And i the book of
Revelation, solely and alone, do we find the world events
of all prophecies correlated i order of tme sequence.
The book of Revelation, then, holds the key for putiing
together all of the propheacs i proper ume order. And |
Revelation, too, was a closed -ahd sealed book-- until
our ‘time, now. We realize that the living Jesus  is’
the Revelator-‘and that He has stripped. off (e
scals and dpened this mystery book to right undur-
a.l.mdlng>

e Ee e N

3

].
|
i
1

|
|
i
|
J

e Y,

—-—
N

7

R




y
W

And where does that lead us? To the.fact that proph-

'ecy generally was written and preserved for our time

today! And some 90 percent of all prophecy pertains

. actually to this latter half of the twentieth century. And

N

_the one central master key to prophecy as a whole is the
identity’ of the United States and the British nations in
these prophecies for today!

These prophecies could not pertain to any time pre-
vious'to our precarious present! .o

It may not be generally realized—but neither Britain
nor the United States, became great world powers until
the aineteenth century. Suddenly. in the very beginning
of the ninéteenth century, these two—~until then small,
minor countries—suddenly spurted to national power
and greatness among nations, as no. nations had ever
grown and multiplieg in wealth, resources ‘md power
before. . .

By 1804 London had become the financial hub of the
world. The United States had exploded out of -its
swaddling clothes of the 13 original states and had ac-
quired the expansive Louisiana Purchase. It was fast
sprouting up to become the mightiest nation of all time.
But Britain burst forth o greatness first, and until the

“He must indeed
"havye a blind soul
| who cannot see

that some great

purpose and

.design is being

worked out here

belaw.” 2

' Winston
Churchill

World Wars had become the greatest empire, or cbrp-
monwealth ofinations, iR all history.

Could We Be ignared?

Between them the British and American peoples had
acquired more than two-thirds—almost three-fourths—of
all the cultivated physical resources and wealth of the
world. All othér nations combined possessed
barely more thdn'a fourth. Britannia ruled the waves—

Now think! T

Could the British and American peoples be ignored in
prophecies of world ,conditions - that fill a third of the
entire Bible-when some 90 percent of all those proph-
ecies pertain to national and international world hap-
penings.of our time, now?

Staggering? -

Indeed it is. And yet, precisely as prophesied, Britdin)s
sun has now set. As these sam{ prophecies that foretold
Britain’s greatness revealed faf in advance, Britaimy has ~
already. been reduced to a ségond-rate or third-rate
power in the world. :

And the United States? Today America finds herself
heir to just about all the international problems and
headaches in this post-World-War-Il, -chaotic, violent
world. And the United States has won hes last war—even
little North Vietnam held her at bay. Many other na-
tions sap America’s national strength, “and he knoweth «
it not,” as God long ago foretold! T :

On the world scene nothing is so important right now s
to know where the White, English-speaking peopjés ate
identified in scores and hundreds of prophecies—proph-
ecies which describe vividly oar sudden rise to national
power and reveal the causes of thtat greatness; prophecies
that paint a crystal-clear picture of our present inter-
national dilemma; prophecies that open our eyes widg to
see what now lies immediately ahead for our nations—and
what our ultimate and final status shall be~ )

Astounding Facts Come ta Light .

Prior to Werld War II, the American and British peoples,
had acquired more than two-thirds of the cultivated
resources and wealth of the world. Yet, astonishing won-
der though it be, we acquired nea"rTy" all of it rather.
suddénly, since the year 1860. Never in all history did

A

. anything like this occur. Nevet did any people or nation

~

spread out and grow so suddenly and rapidly into such
magnitude of national power. .

Yet we are beholding before our very eyes the dimin-
ishing and evaporating of this national greataess, Wealth
and power. In the case of Great Britain, it is disintegrat-
ing even more rapidly than it developed! Britain has
been almost overnight stripped of her colonies and her -
possessions—source of her wealth—and reduced to a sec-

_‘6nd-rate or third-rate power. Why? There is a reason! It

is bound up with history.and divine promises pertaining

_ to Israel. Promises never yet inherited by the Jewish

and the world’s commerce was carried on by water. The -

* sun never set on British possessions.

people. And now, unless the people and the government
of the United States will heed and take immediate and
drastic action, the American_nation is slated to go down
even more suddenly to utter ignominy and loss of all
national wealth, greatness and power!
¢ And for the SAME REASON! .

It behooves us without delay to quickly review that
history ‘and open our eyes to divine promises.and warn- ..
ings almost wholly unrealized by our peoples. It is all -

. .
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- oonnepted with the generally ignored plaifi and simple-

Bible story that leads to knowledge of oypincredible
ancespry and modern-prophetic identity. A¥d it is the.
most amazing, the most fascinating story you-ever réad.
Stranger than fiction—yet it is TRUE'

Why Do We Have ls;nl s Blblc?

Millennia ago, this samé national greame,ss wealth and
power “ was.promised by the Almighty to Abraham. Yet
few have ever notited this astonishing fact in Scripture.
We must realize,,if we would understand, a peculjar fact.
The Holy Bible is the particular Book of a definite
nationality=the children of fsrael.

It is undeniable! ks history; from Genesis to Revela- .
tion, is primarily the history‘of ane nation or people—the
Israclites. Other nations are méntioned only. insofar as
they ¢ome into contact with Israel. All its prophecy, 100,

.

8 .

H&y Bible. Thmk of it!' For more than two thousand \
five hundred years—two-and-a-half millennia— mankind

existed without any written revelation from God! The |

only historic record of God’s dealing with ‘mankind prior -
to Israel is the revealed history of the Bible. And—even"
more: astomshmg—only the first elgven of the fifty chap-
ters of ‘Genesis are” devoted to“%he entire history
of the world prior, to Abraham, f‘ati‘ncr of the Israel-
ites! :

Surprising? Only the first eleven chapters of the very A

first bdbk of the, BlbLé\are used to record for.us the

. history of the first approximately 2 000 years mor&than

. pertains pnmanly 10 this people of Israel, and to p!her

. natiofis only insofar as they come into contact with Israel.
The Bible tells of these Israelites and their God. It was.
inspited” by the God of Abrahgm, Isaac and Jacob,
,committéd to" writing through Israglites exclusively, and
preseryed until afier the New Testament was written by

“* these Israelites. In its sacred passages,we read.that all tie
‘promises and the covenants of God; all the: SOllShlp andthe .
glory belong salely to Iirat] (Rom., 9:4). -

Yet: we must face the ast«oundmg fact: that opr
“4white, Enplish- sgeakmg peoplcswnot the Jews—~have in-

herited the nauonal and phys:gal phases of thOSe prom-

ISCS' ’ ‘
“How could this have happened" S e
' The Bible is an'Israelitish Book, preetmnently of and for.
‘the Isradlitish natjonality, inspired by their God through
their prophets. Is it;not indéed strange that_we English-
« speaking peoples : e todax the greatest believers in and,
exponents of this Bogk,of the Hebrew people; that of at]

v

"~ nations ‘we are-the chief worshipers of Israel's God and -

Israel’s Messiah—in name and-in form, if notin truthand in
* deed? The more these facts afe realized; themore apparent
it becomes that a full knowledge of these Israelités is -
" mecessa¥y toa tight understanding of{ lhe Hely Bible, which
is chiefly concerned with them as ople. And'this
knowledge becomes.important if we are to
present status of the American'and British peoples in the
world—and their relation to unprécedented world condi- -
tions at this fatcful hour! Lét us remember as we approach
this fascinating story that the: Bible is conceined with the
malerial, the fieshly, the literal, racial and national, as well .
as withthe spiritual. Let us not spiritualize away national ’

. .- things, nor nationalize spimual things. Let us underslzmd
\ the sacred Word of God as it |s!

Nation Beggn With Om Man’

known as God's particular nation. Prior to Moses there"
L was nq written Worduof God; po tqsplrcd Scnptures no

« .

one-third of its eatire span.

God began this world with Just one man—Adam,
Whatever God does through human agencies must start
the smaHést, and, like the grain qf mustard seed; grow .
big. To this first man God’ communicated directly and
personally God revéaied all essential knowiedge other-

" wise inaccessible to the human mind. The basic essen-

tials of all knowlcdgcv—what is' man?-wHy is he here?—

“what's the PURROSE of-life?-~what is the way of life that

will produce. peace, health, prosperity, happmess and -

- joy:—what is man's END—his destiny?~God reveafed this
- basns of all knowtedge to‘the first man. "

. Adam that he was, untike animals, made in the form and :

To .Adam, God revealed Htmself—thc Eternal Cre-
-Ruler of earth and all the universe. God revealed to,

* shape of God with powers of mind pessessed by no other

» choice, of dcvclopmg the' very character of G
-mhemmg eternal §ife in the ngdom of God. To Adam " |
“God revealed the way of life that would tesult in every-

physical- creature; with the ‘potential,” through
and of

_ thing ‘'man’ desires: peace, enjbyable tife, happnness.
- abundant well-being, '

To. produCe these blessmgs-—to bé (he cause of such .

‘,desued effect—God had $ét in motion. His ‘inexorable

.spiritial law. But Adam listened {o Satan and leaned to

“‘hig-own -human understanding. He disobeyed God, re-
. jected-the way to ev e|3"dt:$i|‘t:d résult, and set outon lhe

human course of greed and vanity. .~ . -

) Manklnd Spumc God's ‘Way

derstand the -

“As-men beggn to multiply on eanh Adaw’s sons fol#'_

. lowall. in ‘his Satan-inspited course ofehuman nature. -

-

- Prior to Abraham, only three are mentioned as accept-
“ing God's way “of life—only three’ during more than ‘a

third of the whole span of the history of mankind, Abel
-was called righteous; Enoch walked with God; dnd
Noah was a_preacher of nghtcoﬁsness. which is simply
obedience to God's government (Ps. 119: 172) Aside
fromi. these.three and “possibly Shem, there ‘is no record™ | .
that dny man pnor to Abraham ylelded to the:rule of the |-

: B " '.Etcrnal
* Before-the days of Moses. there was ni nauon onearth -

By the lime of Abraham- men had lost all knowlcdge

. of the irue Creator-Ruler, His revelation of His purpose,
,.md }he way of God lo peace and (C ommued on pag(i\.w}

i
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The Halloween season will soon_be upon us. Stores will sell orange and bla_ck' greeting cards, .
.costumes and masks. Children will 'dress up as witches, ghosts, and vampires. Parents will carve

~ pumpkins into g?otesque_ebnﬁgurations. Teens will join in the holiday spirit by engaging in pranks

ranging from window-soaping to malicious destruction of property. Many people will participate in
Halloween customs, but few will know why they did. What are the origins of these strange customs?
And should you as a Christian-jake pdrt in them?

- HALLOWEEN: .

ITCOME FROM?

by Wayne/g . Aﬁ\io\n’

Hallows,” a quasi-Christian holiday, has become well-entrenched in American
and English tradition. But is it a holiday—or “holy day”—Christians should

keep? Is it merely a-harmless custom, or should its patently pagan origins warn us_
away from its observance? Halloween.is an ancient tradition with-complex origins.

The customs of this evening began in northern and western Europe with the Celtic people. Long
before Christianity was taught there, the Celts worshiped nature and a variety of gods according to

the tenets of,alhe Druid religion.

Celtic worship (Dtuidism) was
“soldr”—that is, all its chief festivals
related to points in the sun’s
progress. Four main times were im-

portant: winter and summer
.stices and spring and autumn

-, ‘equinoxes. Equinoxes were com-

‘memorated -as Beltane op May 1,

and Samhain (pronounced sowin)
on October 31. :

Samhain, “Summer's End,” des-

ignated both a time of year and the

name of the Lord of Death. When

" the sun’s power waned, when ?ar-

vest was over, dying and death pre-
vailed in nature and the Celts felt
“that the strength of the gods of
darkness, winter and the under-
world grew great. The day Samhain
wiso marked the end of the Celtic
year, and the new year began on
November 1. :

The Druids observed Samhain
(Halloween) with many customs
which are still practiced today: for
instance, lighting massive bonfires

and telling of mysterious sights and

sounds they'd seen and heard.
Today'’s society contipues this tradi-

uon by telling Halloween ghast sto-
" ries. Significantly, in such stor.es we
still encounter the pagan beliefs that.

human beings at death; that the
souls of evil people ente the bodies

have been punished for evil deeds.
Even the modemn jack-o™-lantgrn
is reminiscent”of the legend of”a

who ‘was supposedly barred from
heaven because of his stinginess and
barred from hell because he played

.

G
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the souls of good people enter other - -

of animals; that cats are’sacred; and’
that cals are human beings who

penny-pinching man named Jack "

_ , .
alloween, “Eve of All.

o R
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tricks .ot the devil He was con-
- demned to walk the carth with his
lantern unul Judgment Day. (The
traditional Chnstian doctrines of
heaven and hell are hkewise pagan
n ongin For more on thy subject.
write for our free booklets Whai Is
the Reward of the Saved? and Is
Therea Real Hellfire?)

Roman influence <.

When the Romany ivaded- north-
western Furope, the Celtie av-
ihzation was nearly destrgyed. but
s behiets and practiees sunaved
and became amalgamated with the
tradinons of the conquenng Ro-
mans From the Roman feast which
honored Pomond, goddess of fruits,
new customs were added to the Hal-
loween season, such as cating apples
1o dnve away evil spints - Apples
hung on stnings or placedain a’tub -«
for dunking dlso came from Roman
tradition. as did the behef that if a
girl ate an apple in front of 4 mirror
on Halloween, the murror would
have the power of showing her the
facial image of her future mate.
Christianity was the next movg-
ment to spread through north.
western Europe. One would
normally assume that the Chnstian
religion would have erased all ves-
tiges of paganism. But such was not
the case. Pagan practices were con-
tinued under Christian sanction.

All Sainte’ Day

Thcj(ofcssmg Christian church of

edrly centuries A.D. believid
“that one who did especially good
works or lived an exceptionally
good life should be recognized as a
"“saint (in the biblical sense every true
-Christian is a saint). A special day
was set_aside to honor each of the
mary well- known saints. Of course.
there were’ m.my who were pevér
recognized since their good “works
had gone unnoticed, and, as (h(
number of saints grew, there were
not enough days in the year to ac-
commodate all of them,

So it was suggested that there be
on¢ day in the year. to honor all-
saints. The origins of the day are
uncertain. The New Carholic Ency-
clopedia tites several sourcey which
hint at a precurSor ‘of the later offi-
cial Feast of All Saints. A hymn by

St. Ephraem in A.D. 359 and a ser-

1 *
mon by St John Chrysdstom (A D
407) uncover the fact that there
exssted at least two days of the year
that honored all smnts. However,
the dates duffered - May 13 accord.
mg 1o St Ephraem and the first
Sunday after Pentecost according to
St John Chrysostom

Pope Bomface IV receved the
temple of the Romin pantheon of
the gods as a fief from the Emperor
in or around the year AD 610 He
dedicated 1t 1o the Virgin Mary and-
all the martyns on May 13 This s
supposedly” the first official date of
All Sainis” Day (or Feast of All
Saints)

However. by the luclﬂh century
the Feast of All Sants was being
celebrated” on November 1. on
which it 15 sull commemorated in -
Catholie and Protestant churches
alike. Historians do not agree as to
how All Saints” Day came to be cel-
ebrated on November | Some be-
hieve thay Popes Gregory 111 (731-
741) and Gregory IV (827-844) had
a hand m changyng 1t. Others sub-
mut that the November date had us
ongins n lreland. and had no con-
nection with the May 13 celebra-

tion If the latter 15 the case, a

connection of the November*! cele-
bration of All Saints’ Day with the
Celuc Drfid feast of Samhain and
its customs would be possible.

Both Samhain and All Saint¥
Day may have onginated in Ireland.
Thus similar traditions may have in-

fluenced both days. . *
Halloween and All Souls’ Day -

The name Halloween comes from
the Eve of All Hallows, which I'L:fcrs '
to the eveping before All Saints’ +
Day. Althoughthis is.a “Chgjstian™ +
name. Halloween came to be cele-
brated in an almost exclusively pa:

y

gan fashion__ &
As Christianity spread through-
out Europe and the Western world,
its traditions were mixéd with those
of pagan religions. Thys, a mixturg
f pagan customs was integrated
wuh All Saints’ Day.
. In this regard, All Souls’ Day,
which is observed on November 2,
should also be mentioned. This day
was established in the eleventh cen-
tury hy St. ‘Odillo, abbot of the
Cluny monastery. lts observance
consists of Mass and spedial prayers

®

for l}/c dead, cspcualls for RO\II\ n
purgatory.

All Souls’ Day, 100, may be con-
nected to the observance of Hallow-

behieved that souls could appear on
this day as will-o™-the-wisps, witches,
toads, ete This is clearly an infil-
trauon of pagan supenstition, which
survives today in other Hallowceen
customs. There was also the tradiion
of “souling.” begging for cakes n
remembrance of the dead. which
similar 1o the twenticth-ceniury
“trick-or-treat” custom of goang from
house to house on Halloween

Should We Observe Hallowsen?

* How does all this atlect us now ‘in
the twentieth gentupy”? Understand-
ing the histonical onginy o Hatlow -
cen should change our outvok in a
number of ways Figt of all we
have discovered that some of the
festivals which we'call Christian are
of pagan ongin or.arc a misture of

ity. (For more on this, wnite tor oui
free booklet Pagan  Holidavy or
God's Holv Days Which?) Dy we
really want to participate in a Chrs.
tan-cloaked holiday whose roots
are unchristian?

Secondly, undenstanding the on-
gins of our traditions leads us to
question the validity of many com-
monly accepted modern rehigious

atéd ith All Saints’ Day do sg™be-
caust sdints are considered by thgin
. to be- "sypccml" Chnstans. Yet the
. BI&C ulls{aﬂ true £hristians saints
¥ (L Cor. 1.2} Jicor 1.1 Eph L1
©5:9). A samt' sxmd)) anygne pho 1s
I set apart{tonGo hmmmt
~Rhose who, oBserve l [)d)
are led to bcllcve e e¥ron con
ggpt of a soulnwh(ch e‘xisw'l%;pm
ent of the body. :

Why blindly follow cus‘toms
which consist mostly of recycled pe-
ganism, and which aren’t even' men-
tioned, let alones sanctioned, by
God's Word, the Bible? Why follow
the traditions of ancient heathenism
when it is questionable - whether

18:9;-Jer. 10:2)? Now that you have
been given this eye-opening infor-
mation, it's up to you to act on it.
The choice is yours. O
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cen. In the Middle Ages. it was .

paganism and professing Christan-

béliefs. For example, most people’
who observe the traditions associ-’

such observances please God (Deut.

CaN
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.

N bwu 1l months ago l us;d the space n thls column to
““point out the many danget signs of war so prevalent
around the world. Now there are many more. Hencg,

have crawied into a shell. We do not want 10 be
involved in any more “forcign” wag (only civil wars
are not foreign). No matter how important the: country
involved may be to our own safety, econdmy, and'style

has all but disappeared.

Star Wars we enjoy. Old war movies saturate TV.
" Violence in the ‘public media 1s only®superseded by
sexploitation. Our President boldly télls the U.S.S.R.
through a speech at graduation exercises at a war
oollegc “We will have coopcranon or confromation.”

«
' The Bible puts:the kill ratio.at only
~ 25 percent—or about 55 million of our -
current pop-ulatjon’.- Be encouragcd!

v,

He .nlso bcefs up our civil defense spending in prepa-

. ratibn for the “unthinkable™ nuclear Armageddon we
“all fear <nay come. but (dismiss because it is oo un-
tomfortable to consider.

Is Yther than\conlmucd and" mcrcasmg sclf-satis®
action.*Hg also prédicts another massive war ‘for the
planct, but Jdoesn’t think it will be nuclehr™ | =

The Chinese insist that the next war will be-a su-
clear one, fought between the US. and the U <R .
ut they predict the confrontation will occur on the

' /}ndnional battlefield of Europe. The Chinese, byshe

way, have been putling their entire vast human stock-

.+ ing the most massive civil defense system known'to
mankind—and it is almost complete. They hope to
weather the storny, and they are doing something
about it. The Soviets have consistently spent some-

Part Two Since the debacle of Vietnam. Americans

of life, we are disinterested. The pride of.our power

Solt’hct_u{syn warns Américaf the disintegration of
- r/ ,&hlﬁw&ely sayifig we have lostdur backbone, have no’

* pileof nearly one billion werkers to the task of creat--

where in the neighborhood of ten billion dollars a year

WHY NOT ANOTHER WARP

for ten years estabjishing a sophisticated cvil defense .
they hope will ensure the loss of féwer than ten millidn
of their people in a nuclear exchange. The U S. is now

“belatedly beefing up uts civil defense program (which

18 a sick joke) to $800,000 a year--too little, too latc.

Americans have crawled ito a shell.
We do not want to be involved in any
more “foreign” wars. :

-1

. A presidential study last fall determined that in the

event of a nuclear war with the Russians, about 140

mifhon Amecricans would perish. A Pentagon study

disagrees and estimales the losses in excess of 170

million. The Bible, beliceve it or not, puts the kill ratio

at only 25 percent—or about 55 million of our current
population. B¢ encouraged!

The backyard bomb shelter fad died in the *$0s+
everyone realized the effort was useless. Sanctuaries
already prepared for crucial government personnel are
accessible with a two-hpur notice. Yet, admittedly, if
nuclear weapons were launched by submarines near
our coast, the warning time would be dess than fifteen
minutes! And it took a presidential command to attain .
the two-hour escape capability!

Take it all with a grain of SALT-maybe détente
will work; maybe the Russians arc only cuddly bears
too involved with their own problems to worry about
obliterating us; maybe they are not bent on world
domination, even though that is their oft stated aim; -

. maybe Santa Claus and the Easter bunny are real!

Waitch your daily media in every form and see how
many references to the coming war you can find—-you
may be surprised (in more ways than one!). And if you're
interested in reading about a future war- that an unim-
peachable source predicts is going to happen in the
near futuce, write for your free copy of our booklet The
Red Horse: War. Why not another war? Watch this

column for Past Three, unless... O

~

"
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Prws bs. Reality

READING BETWEEN THE

el &

Our concept of reality is often delermmed by

- what someone else says reality is. Nowhere is

this more true than in the world of mass-media
print and broadcast news journalism. The bulk
of our news comes to-us secondhand, neatly.
packaged on the pages of our morning newspa-
pers or from TV. The news thar makes it inta
the public conscipusness often does so because
somebody determined it was “fit to print.” Only
when we understand the message behind the
medium can we appreciate that news and reality
are often two distinctly different things.

D{‘George Ritter
o -

n carly 1977 a vondensation of a book entitled
Murder of a Gentle Laad chronicled mind-numb-
ing atrocities of Hitleriann proportions—the sys-
tematic elimination of over one million human
beings by the Khmer Rouge in the nation of
Cambodia. Murder of a Gentle .Land was sub-
sequently evaluated by a reviewer for the New
Yok Timey, Paul Grimes. While Grimes noted
that Murde. of 'a Gentle Land was a “book of
importance,” he expressed a tew reservations. He
obJec.lcd to the title on,the grounds! that the extermi-
nation of masses of humdn ‘beings was not the same
thing as saying lhc.‘ Cambodian -government intended

to.eliminate the entire country, ie, the “land.” “The
authors are to be censured,” Grimes wrote, “for ex~
horting people, as they do in their preface, ‘to halt the

ongoing annihilation of the Cambodian ‘people and to .

LY}

spare the world a repetition of their tragedy’ " (Louis
Segesvary, “Spiritual Horror,”. Reason, August 1978,
p. 28)." -

The reviewer. in assessing one of the most monumen-
tal human rights abuses of this century, could still find
an optimistic note in it all: “Yes, they [the Khmer
Rouge] have been brutal,” he wrote, “but in their-own
way the Communists clearly wanted to rebuild Cam-
bodia. In doing this, they feit a need to destroy first, and
their methods were horrible™ (ibid.).

Grimes might also have noted that Hitler wanted a
thousand-year Reich and that Stalin and Lenin in their
Ruasnan bloodlettings did so “for the good of the prole-
tariat®’

One wonders if the same book revucwer would have’

censuted writers during the 1940s who might have ex-

“horted people “to halt the ongoing annihilation of the
Jewish people and to spare the world a repetition of
their tragedy.” -

Grimes' ‘rather strange lack of moral outrage was
symptomatic of a glaring doubje standard that existed.
among the major organs of the media. Initial reports of
the Cambodian atrocities were downplayed. Two net-
works. even -reported that the Khmer troops were well
disciplined. Although the three major netwcrks had
spent 4 hours and 55 minutes broadcast time on Cam-
bodia in the 20 maonths following “liberation™ by the

*Khmer Rouge. only seven percent of that total had been

~devoted to the bloodbath. This oversight could certainly

.not have been attributed to a lack of hard evidence.
Thousands of* eyewitnesses were available to be inter-
-viewed. In addition; Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
had issued two major atrocity reports in 1975. (At the
time, these reports aroused only passing interest.)

"The treatment of Cambodia by the electronic news
media typifies one of the prablems inherent in a world
where news is edited, managed. and packaged before it
ever reaches the public. If a neéws item disturbs one’s
carelully nurtured image of reality, then the obvious
answer is to-suppress, deemphasize, or ignore the un-
settling truth.- The situation in Cambodia (as noted in an
article 1n the September Plain Truth) has been a prob-
lem for the media because it runs counter to the popular
‘myth that revolutionary movements are supposed to
ameliorate social conditions. Obviously in some in-
stances they have. But the recent history of China,
Russia. Cuba . -and other.Communist countries can just
ds readily lead to the opposite conclusion.

‘Preserving a Preconceived Image of the Real World -

The coverage-of the Cambodian massacrg is an cxample
of the fact that, while the mass media would never
openly admit it, in actuality- they controt the manu’ac-
ture and processing of much of what we call news.

"Once a conceptual working model of reality has been

ca(abhahcd humans whether in or out of the news
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media, are loath to part yith it: Sub-
sequent .events are sibjectively in-
terpreted to fit the model. If an
event shows signs of running

counter to an accepted notion, the

analyst or commentator will attempt-
to isolate it, point out that it is a

minor exception to the rule, or find -

some aspect of it that appears to be
in harmony, with his_preconceived
image.

The news media’s treatment of
California’s recent tax rgvolt and
the passage of the controversial
Proposition 13 is a case in point.
During the heat of the campaign
much debate centered around
whether passage of Proposition 13
would require substantial cuts in es-
sential government services such as
fire fighters. police. and paramedics.
One major network, in an ostensibly
objective cyewitness news report,

took the TV viewer on an insider’s '

tour of paramedics at work, answer-,
ir;é calls and applying first aid. One
seéne recorded the paramedics ren-
dering timely and vital assistance to
a woman with a se¢rious cardio-
pulmonary problem. In almost juve-
nile terms the news commentator
.noted the obvious: that in such cases
time is-of the essence and that there
was a growing fear that this timely
assistance - in some cases a life-and-
death matter--would no .longer
be available if Proposition 13
passed.

While the short TV news clip did’
not say-it in'so many words, the,
viewer was left with the distinct im-
pression that Proposition 13 was a
looming menace .to the life and
health of* the community. No at-
tempts were made in the particular
newscast to balance this rather de-
pressing view Ry analyzing the par-
ticulars of Califorgia’s monumental
budgetary surplus,” or the state’s
enormous expenditures for less-
than-vital services such as highway
construction, public works projects
or generous retirement benefits. No
criticism was made of priorities in

government spending, ior was'there’

any examination of whether it
wonld be possible with less empha-
sis on nonessentials to have both the

paramedics and Proposmon 13 as -

well. Instead, lhc viewer's attention

*

was riveted on only one of many

| areas where spending could be cut,

and he was left to .ponder the
possible havoc- Proposition 13
might wreak on emergency vic-
tims.

In terms of the national press,
Proposition 13 and ‘the California
tix revolt, like Cambodia, went
against the grain of conventional
political wisdom. For the last few
decades public-opinion shapers
have to one degrec or another
shared a philosophy that was for-
mulated by successive ruling elites:
namely, that government should
cure, solve or at lea#t minimize
many of society’s ills, no matter how
much it costs the taxpayer. By
passing Proposition 13. the. Cali-
fornia electorate challenged that
notion. )

But sections of the media were
reluctant to describe the California
tax revolt for what it really was.
Blame was placed on the unique
and skyrocketing property tax situ-
ation, the inaction of the state legis-

lature, and ‘inflationary pressures. -

While numcrous news analysts fo-
cused on the outrage of the tax-
payets or voter “hedonism,” few
seemed willing to ask fundamental
questions regarding the most “hedo-
nistic’ aspect.of oyr society:
namely., an arrogant, self-perpetu-
ating government bureaucracy. .

Confusing Hard N ‘with

Editorial Commentary

One method of news Slantin'g which
‘often goes .unnoticed occurs when
cditorials arg printed as front-page

news stories A recent example in-
volved President” Carter and the
Marston affair. David Marston was
a federal prosecutor in Philadelphia,
Penasylvania. He was a Republican
and had-been appointed during the
Ford Administration. Traditionally,
incoming presidents had made ap-
pointments to this typé of office on
the basis of political considerations.
Candidate Jimmy Carter, when run-
ning for President, had promised to
climinate the political favoritism

from this process and to make such -

appointments solcly on the basis of
merit. .
" Unfortunately, Murslons perfor—

mance became too meritorious, and
certain Democratic Congressmen
began’ to feel the heat as he closed
in on some obvious sources of politi-
cal corruption that were festering in
Pennsylvania

After becoming President, Carter
received ‘an almost. desperate call
from one of the politicians involved,
pleading -for Marston’s removal.
The President obliged, and the Mar-
ston affair erupted as the press and
public reacted to the firing of a fed-
eral prosecutor whose investiga-
tion was just beginning to bear
fruit.

‘Shortly after the Marston affair
broke, a major west coast daily car-
ried a “news” story concerning “the
long odds facing Carter's merit se-
lection -system.”™ The reporter’s .con-
tention was that because a certain
influential  Southern  Democratic
senator would have to approve-any
appointments that Carter made, it
- would be virtually impossible t0. in-
stitute a merit system over the sena-
tor’s powerful political veto. The

time the Marston matter made
~headlines, the question of whether
- Carter abided fully by his pledge to
name prosecutors ‘without any con-
siderations of palitical aspects or in-
fluence’ should not have come as-a
surprise.” : .
bviously, the writer, unlike the
general public, was aware of the po-

_litical realities surrounding appoint-

ment of federal prosecutors. So

" from his standpoint the Marston af-
fair may not have been that surpris-
ing. But one¢ could hagdly expect the
public to be either that familiar or
sympathetic with Washington back-
room politics in light of what they
had been promised during the presi-
dential campaign. .

In addition, the “surprising” thing
about the writer’s assessment is that
the Marston affair did not involve
an appoiniment that would have

“been influgnced by the powerful

firing of a prosecutor already in of-
fice. Thus the powerful Southern
senator would not have had any in-
fluence in the removal of Marston

_alone. Viewed from' thig standpoint,

reporter also noted that “by the

_Southern senator. It involved the-

had the Administration left things -

— .
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TheMnssngD:mensnonmNewsAnalysns

The problem with news analysis
today is that it ignores the re-
' vealed truth of God's Word. The
. really important events of our time are
often ignored or misinterpreted. Real
understanding of what is going on in the
world is lacking,
® Jesus Christ once sternly told the
- Pharisees: “O ye hypocrites, ye cn dis-
cern the face of the sky; but can ye not
discern the signs of the times?" (Matt.
16:3.) How like our news reports today
. which-~caoncentrate on weather fore-
casting, or celebrities, but provide pre-
cious little in the way of coherent,
orderly understanding of world events.
Real understanding of trends and
events demands that we look at things
from God's viewpoint. That viewpoint
is revealed. in the Bible, and it system-
atically shows how God is working out
His great purpose for mankind. The
record of how God intends to do that is
‘containedgin Bible prophecy. Since the
plan of God means everything to your
‘eternal fUture, events which bear on
that plan are the most important of
events. But thty are woefully neglected
in-the secular news media.
_ In terms of His plan for mankind, the*
thing uppermostin God's mind is the res-,
- toration of the government of God to the'
earth. That government will be restored

after a series of prophesied eveats, which

.

arelaldoulmgencralumeordermccrtam
key chapters of the Bible. hOIE
-Thus everything which we report in.
The Plain Truth seeks to relate current
world conditions with prophesied
events of the Bible. In fact, The Plain
Truth is like the watchman of Ezekiel
33, whose God-given duty it was to

warn the peop[e of approaching troubls ’

when he saw it.coming.

As our<Editor, Mr. Herbert W, Ann-"’

strong, has directed, it is the charge-of
-The Plain Fruth to “cull out from the
vast labyrinths of world news, and from
the Bible, the real meaning behind these
happenings—sifting out from the flood

of nonessential, nonsensical and irrele; -

wvant so-called news of murders, di-
vorces, scandals, politics,. and social
happenings, the significant items bear-
ing on fulfilled prophecy.” Those items
are important ‘because they signify both
approaching - troubie and the eventual
restoration of the government of God.
Furthermore. by waiching world
news with an eye to how events fit Bible

propliecy, we get our minds off the -

petty. mundane, trivial everyday events
which take up so much space in’the
modern media, and onto the things of

.God” Secular news analysis in newspa- .

pers and on television cannot provide

~understanding of the whole of wosld -
‘conditions—it gives only the parts. Reel-.

ing from a whipsaw ride of dlsplﬂ«:d'
media’ events, a pe[son’s, CONSCiOUSRESS
is assaulted by every new wind of media
" preoccupation. This can have absolutely
- Yagic results.-
" Unleks we remain alerl the traumatic -
svents foretold in Bible prophecy may
«atch us pnprepayed. It is foolish, in- -
deed. 10 be like the five virgins*of the
parable in Matthew 25 Wwho “slumbered
and slept” (verse 5) and . as a con-
sequence were unprepared for the re-
turn of Christ (versg 10).
We do not know the day or the hour
of Christ’s teturn (Matt, 24:42-44).
" Therefore we must have our minds on -
the coming of Christ and the proph-
- esied events leading ap to .that coming.
Unless we are alert to the potential for
fulfilled prophecy, there is a danger of
‘neglectipg the things of God altogether.
Christ put it plainly when He said. after
enumerating a grialy seri¢s of events to
befall the world” “And take heed 1o
yourselves, lest at any time your hearts
be overtharged with surfeiting, and .
drunkenness, and cares of this life, and
so that day come upon you una-
- wares. . .. Watch ye therefore, and pray
always, that ye may be accounted wor-
thy to escape all these things that shall
come to pass, and to stand before the
Son of man” (Luke 21:34-36). .
—-Jeﬂ' Calkins

the news writer’s assessment that the
senatorial connec‘lion' made the
Marston firing an “unsurprising”
political affair becomes mostly lr-
relevant. -

The writer also failed 10 nots the .

yawning gulf between his. eval-
uation of the Marston affair as a

purely political matter and that of -

the President, who obstinately
maintained  that Marston was fired
for reasens of merit! If Marston was
" in fact fired because of lack of merit,
then "the writer’s idea of a political
_connection was inaccurate. If, on the
other hand, Marston was fired for
political reasons, “then the Presi-
‘| . dent’s subsequent justification for
the dismissal on the basis of ‘merit
would. appear to be even more ludi-

crous: Viewed from either stand-

_point, what appears to be hard news '

on the front page of a major daily,
‘newspaper in reality turns out to be
something of a- pomtless apology for

“the Admmmrauon

.

_-Fll(Mully Adhere to
“Otﬂclal" Version

‘Angther method that can be used go
calm troubled waters is 10 rely heav-
ily on the statements of an “official”
spokesman. One prominent ex-
ample of how this technique can
have tragic results involves the Ton-
kin Gulf-incident. The press gave

" wide coverage to the Administra- -

tion’s version of the incident, even’

-

* by the Associated Press raised seri-
ous questions concerning this offi-
. cial- version, but most newspapers

. had no desire to print such a story.’
The few senators who "spoke out

F against government policy on the

floor of the Senate also went vir-

tually. unheralded by the press. The

Administration was able to ram the

infamous Tankin Gulf resolution

through the Senate, which helped
pave the way for America’s. full-
scale ipvolvement in Vietnam. His-
tory was latér to' demonstrate that
the Admlmslmtlon had been less
than candig, in its description of the

Tonkin Gulf incident. Had the press

- not been so trusting in sits accep-.

“tance -of this “official” version,

(Commued on page 16)
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bymep%upIp,em

Mcnncc. wisielandg
vchicle of vi 3
false imn\g,c":ﬁ:r.

purveyor of pap and pills.
panderer to puerile nund-
fossnpss. That's what they
say, those keepers of the
public taste who till the na-
tion's journals with shricks of |
despair vver television.

Poor old Pandargs-box of n
boob {ube, Ev aejul, cmo-
tional and Hi evil is
blamed on what i3 broaduast
and cvery ignorance and prej-

udice auribuled 1o what is

= L — fao o

Q'A psyvhuuhhlyat who

says hg never watchgs tel-
visionfexcept for an ocessional
basketball game proclaimesl in g
leagthy -published report that
is encous slop which
~ingducgs morbigd regression. He
insists there is mothing on elevi-

- .=ssion 1o engage the mind, and vur

" amaMIge (o sitb andAare Is an effort W

arawl back inta the womb!

So., on one hand we have critics
nbusing lelevision lYor crealing
mindless passivity. while we aregh

-asked at the same lime to ggg

the iden thal television is thbaell
B ing olpviolence.

TEFA Tormer Federal Communicas
tjons commissioner fells us that
Lelevision’s message seems 1o create

.3 anxiety and alienation in the pour. . ‘ . e
und emptiness and nevroses among - - ) _ s,
the afuenl. Hg says, “We leamn ooy i A0 S ’

g from TV that vur worth 2s individ- . L

uals depgnds on how much money
we have and how much product we

can-consume.(Conlinued on page 241 § '
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o one is seriously
saying that we should
abolish television.

Rather, it is our attitude
toward  teldyision
which’ should be
anged. Since tclevi-
sion radically -affects the
quality of-eur lives and makes

a differencesinsihe kind of per-

sons we me, we should ap-

proach i y guardedly. Our
celehration ofithe relatively few
nuggels of quality program-
ming should be muted, in view

of the rest of the nonscnse

which passes for supposedly

adult fare in “the vast waste-
land.” ’

In pragtical terms, this means
that we shoul(; be much more
selective in whit we watch and
also that we should walch mych,-. -
less. )

For loo many of us, television
is a virtual way ot lify, literally

, occupying:most of oyemonwork-
‘8 ing waking hours. Ap@)js is sad-
o Edening, because imowunss
human potenlig!
dered. >«

Man was *g“mt on earth for better
things than merely pussing the
time pleasantly. Humun@were de-
signed by their Creator 1o develop
their full moral, intellectual and

physicy] abilitles. The problem-with
lclevis:gn—nxosl lQlﬁ&on'—ls il

it gencrally  (Contlnugd.op,page 25)
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POSITIVE USES

(Continued from page 22)

Well, history reveals that the poor

were always clever cnough to feel

anxiety and alienation. During the

“ American, French and Russian rev-

olutions, communication, instant®
and mass, was nonexistent: Never-

theless, the citizens managed to get

their anxiety together and we all

know what happened. As for the-
affluent, they have always been so

richly endowed with emptiness and

neuroses that generatidns of writers

became famous scribbling novels

about them.

Our culture - no, all cultures, in-
cluding the primitive peoples we've
been musinformed about—have ai-
ways worshiped weilth, honored
wealth, genuflected towealth. Televi-
sion is Just'the latest angle to exploit
our crass httle natures. Critics too
often confuse the message/sales pitch
with the medium. Listening to them
one gets the impression they run out
for a .beer during the programming

_and see only the commercials. Spon-

sors and advertisers do indeed bom-
bard us” in-an attempt to push
products. But the same message
comes (o0 us in the form of mail to

. occupant, on billboards, radio, in

magazines and newspapers, and on
the sides of buses and backs of
benches.
Ourgrccd.«‘urallcnullon.our neu-
roses and finally the violence in our
society are blamed on television, Too
easy, too easy an out The Germans
didn’t need years of violence fick-
ering before their eyes on a little
screen to get them ready for what they
did. And Huler didn’t need television
lo hypnotiz¢ an entire nation into

" following him, screaming their ap-

proval of his obscenitigs. They tore
their fellows from among themselves
and roasted millions in a “final solu-
tion” without prime-time . condi-
tioning.

Sigmund Freud, palms probably
lifted to the sky, cried, "What do
women want?” [ ask the same thing

-of television's critics. “What do you

want?" How much entertainment,
news and information should we ‘ex-
pect to receive in gach 24-hour
period? We do not d¢mand that our
theaters offer only opera, Shake-

—)

speare, Beckett or ballet. We do not
purchase - books dn philosophy or
poetry by the tens of thousands, nor
frequent concert halls to hear seri-
ous music by new composers, nor
consistently jam the ‘halls of mu-
seums. These ';rlcrests are rescrved
for a small portion of the population
who for a variety of reasons enjoys

ject of serious review by both psy-
chiatrists and television critics.

The repeated complaint that tebe
Vvision offers no substance to engage
the ‘mird 1s simply not true. 1 chose
an "evening at random to monitor
the tube without trying to find the
best-night of the week. That evening

intellectualentertainment. \ formation and entertainment

And so I concede that television is
not pulsating with serious drama, or

awash with high musical moments.

Bauit this so-called wasteland offers

" programming \'{:_ce the - fascinating
. S. Eliot, a sunip--

special on poet
tuous musical treat called Stravipsky
Remembered."Laurence Olivier'in a

- new staging of O'Neill's Long Day's

Journey into, Night which aired in
prime time. ﬁow about the two-hour
uninterrupted and angdished exam-
ination of the growing gapg mienace
in Los Angeles, the (oﬁau docu-
mentaries, Wolper's Primal Man, the
historic World ar War, Alistair Cooke
and the America series, Masterpiece
Theater, and the scary special Earth-
quake? |

A little less paralysis of thumb
and forefiriger and 1 bit of indepen-
dent dial twisting and suddenly you

find yourself watching a very reveal-,

ing open-ended discussion gn the
Equal Rights Amendment with the

‘ladies showing their fangs on both

sides of the issue; or actor James
Earl Jones interviewing comics
Scoey Mitchell and Slappy White
on Bluck Omnibus. That was a mar-
velous piece of TV, rich with black
humor and irony. And Barbara
Walters with her- Nor for Women
Only senies deals in” depth’ with the
nature of our Congress, discusses
homosexuality, airs the emotion and
commotion over obesity, the legal

_ rights of children.

Along with the soaps, game shows
and vld' movies, daytime program-
ming provides provocative and un-
expected moments. A talk-show

host had"a painful interview with a-

reluctant Margaret Truman Daniet,
who seemed a. bit hazy -about the
contents of the bopk about her
father which bears her name as au-
thor; and an extraordinary dis-
cussion with Mary Sirhan, mother
of Robert Kennedy’s assassin. Mrs.
Sirhan’s blind passion in behalf of
her son should have been the sub-
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preserited by all the channels, both

evening hours.
Earthkeeping, a series for young

| people. examined the values in-

volved in the interaction of humans
and their environment. The Lively
Arts showcased a Metropolitan Op-
era singer. There was stunning pho-
tography "to charm the armchair
traveler on World of Survival which
visited the Galapagos islands. There
were four specials on—each a joy to
watch. The Harlem Globetrotters
repeated their Popcorn . Machine
thing, and you'd have to be some
sourpuss not-to get a kick out of it.
The Marlo Thomas special induced

- tears and laughter. Lily Tomlin fol-
lowed in another hour of comic sat-
ire. The Massachusetts Institute of
Technology joined ABC news to do
‘a half hour called New Hopes for
Medicine which explored the break-
through _in multidisciplinary medi-
cine. There was also d-great moyie
on that night: the 1937 version of
the life’ of Emile Zola starring Paul
Muni. Aldous Huxley's bitter novel
Point, Counterpoing was trans-

. formed for €leVisipn and aired that
randomly chosen night. | could go
on. The content and quality of just
one evening's TV schedule was
overwhelming.

For a change of pace, television
offers cooking lessonis from experts
who urge their listeners to stretch
their culinary imaginations. One
can exercise with physical thera-
pists, learn Spanish, Hebrew or Ger-
man, or follow a yoga guru. There
are programs in Spanish and Japa-
nese for ofr large ethnic popu-
lations and” a variety of consumer
education programs aiding us in be-
coming wiser purchasers.

ldeas are exchanged through the
various talk-show hosts ahd their
guests. How many of us, after all,
can confront”Menachem Begin,
Richard Nixon, Anwar 8adat, or a

{

there was a staggering array of in-’

| petwork and local, during primcl/ »

S el
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prostitute who wrote a book pro-
claiming how happy it all'is (while
bitter tears course down her.
cheeks)? Perhaps it is a form of vay-
eurism to watch some of these
people on the tube, but it also gives
ug_an ocpportunity 10 make a per-
sonal -judgment about the prime
movers in our world.

Each week. television offers more
than a dozen programs dealmg with
travel and amimal and natyre lore.
Paris is explored. Australian aborig-
ines studied. A sampan_ village in
Hong Kong is visited. Or an English
boys’ prep school. Life in the remot-
est parts of the sea is delivered to
the viewer in living color. Rapids
are run, animals stalked, safaris
filmed. The average urban man is
learning for the first time how his
planet .is seen through the eyes of
the anthropologist, explorer, ecolo-
gist, geologist, occanographer.

Air time is devoted.to minority
people with emphasis on Chicanos,
 blacks, Asians, women and the older

American. )
. The mind could become engaged
thréugh viewing Arthur Fiedler
conducting the Boston Symphony
_and - spending a few hours each
weekend with -a whole array of
world leaders on Face the Nation,
. Issues and Answers, Meet the Press,
Pacesetiers, Newsmakers, elc. ¢

So we really have a choice of how
_we enrich our hves. We can read, go
to the theater, attend concerts, turn
on the radio, or put a record on the

“TOO MUCH -
(Coritinued from page 23)

- hinders the full - development of
those abilities.

purpose of life. as readers of this
magazine vealize, is to develop the
perfect, holy characterf God; this
requires that most of our time be
spent donng much more uplifting,
productive things than slanng at the
tube.

Most television does not consxsl of
specials on sampan villages and
locumentaries on the Kalahari
vushmen. The television which most
of us watch most of the time may be

The purpose of life is to
develop the perfect, holy
character of God; this
requires that most of our .
time be spent doing much.

more uplifting,
productive things-than
staring at the tube.

T

old Victrola. What television is in- Y for the most part pleasant or eriter-

capable of giving us we can find
elsewhere. But we can also use this
extraordinary communicator as a
positive part of modern living with-
“out apologies to the researchers whb
have decided that television viewers
are psychologically damaged nitwits
crying out for mama'’s womb.

Besides, | don’t think I'll ever get -
a chance to visit the bushmen of lhe
Kalahari Desert, see the giant t
tles of the Galapagos islands, tra k
wild elephants in India, or know
what the weather is in Oshkosh, Os-
sining, or Ogden without that warm,
flickering screen turned on and on
and on. And we'll return nght after
this message from . o

Frances Halpern is a free-lance
writer in Los Angeles, California.

taining, but-it is really utter drivel!
It is menlaljunk food. It is a waste .
of time.

The essence of life is time. Our lives
consist of time. Thc danger of televi-
ston is that we can literally waste our
lives by spending too much time in
front of the “baob tube.” The apostle
" Paul told the Ephesian church that
they should “waik circumspectly, not
as fools, but as wise, redeeming the
time, because the days are evil” (Eph,
5:15-16).

" For adults in particular, this ten-
dency of television to “guzzle” time
is most dangerous. While current lit-
erature is full of various arguments
against television because of exces-

(see, for example, “Should We
Tame TVX*~TFhe Plain Truth, Au-
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‘Let us put first things first: The

sive sex and violence on the tube.

gust 1976), the factor of time is per- .

haps even more - insidious. The

“opportunity cost” of watching too

much television is enormous.
Consider the kind of human

‘beipgs we adults-and- our children

could become if we used our spare

time more productively in_pursuits -
- other than television viewing. We

could develop ‘our bodies through
exercise; we could learn new skills

we._ could” improve our minds by

readmg of attending classes; we

.could. ever engage in the traditional

good works of visiting the sick and

afflicted. We %ould revive the art of. _

family communicatien; we could

make new friends, and add their ex-

perience (o ours™ by . talking . with
them, Most. importantly, we could

support the true. Work of God and’ :
become closer to-Him thrc')_ugh-time N

invested in prayer and Bible study. -

All these activities'would make s

be!ter ‘petsons; lhey would "add. to

the quality of.life as- we experience
-it, as well as help make us better -
' human beings physically. moraily,

spiritually. Their connection to tele-

vision is simple—time is a ‘scarce re- -
source, and there is tever enough .

time to-do the things we ought to be.
doing. - Walching “television com-
petes. with other, more’ uplifting ac-

- tivities.- Therefore, -unless we are
extremely selective in what we..
watch, television literally. wnStcs our

human potentiak
There is a reason why, the kind of

programming which television's .

partisans approve of (documentaries
on T. S. Eliot, Kalahari bushmen,
etc.) consistently draws low ratings:

The medium seems inherently bet-

ter suited to entertaining people

- than doing anything else. Within

limits, of course, this is fine. There
are times in life, like when we ‘are
tired from a hard day, that we sim-
ply want to relax and be pass:vcly
entertained.

But these tumes should be rare if

we really are striving to develop our | -

latent talents. And we can do so
only if we are illing to put forth
the effort. Unfortunately, for many
of us, television is just too seductive.
It really is the easiest way to pass
time known to man, with the pos-
sible exception of sleep. It is a path
of least resistance. It is a medium
whlch because n is always tHere in
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the home, readily accessible and re-’
quiring no great talent to employ,
appeals to our laziness. Most televi-
sion programming neither taxes our
Brains nor inspires our spirits. And
this is why, in our sloth, we find it
easier to flip on television than en-
gdge in any number of othet;. more
beneficial activities. :

Indeed. psychalogist’ Thomas

Hanna has made the same point. He

- wonders whether our tendency to
' watch' too miuch television says

something-less than complimentary

abaut ug¢® spiritually. “Marshall
‘McLuhan has written -much about
how the medium of television modi-
fies human perception in a radical
—way. That may be trug, but it is not
- the.psint-of greatest importance.
. “What i$ 6f poignant importance
", ise thet-@uraordinary fact that so
,wmny mi llons of human beings
".spgnd’a major part of their existence

habn(ually waltching a television .

"'*screeq That there are sq.many mil-
lions qf* Americans who - are

sQ* unrcsoupceful undreatives un™

. ‘spontaneous. and. undlive and* that

they cannol’help beifig, drawn to a|

television set. durmg iAheir free tifhe,
» "that\js the woiider®I-is ag:f*they
“ had n thmg efse to, ‘po It is-as if
their world " of “possibilities wag, $6°
tight and restri¢ted that thére. really
wasn’t anything tﬁcy Gould do. That -
" so _many mxllnonS"of originally. vital _
and self-suffigient Kmeri@ins haye"

somehow grown 50 spmluallx bored o

and so physwalL diminished :that
they should spend théir days dulled
~and hypnotized ahy a_play ¢ of im-
ages—that is the ¢t lLtrEH cultural is-
sue raised by . commercnal
television.”

But. therg are other reasons why
we shoyld be leery of the medium.
Not only does most -television, pro-
gramming have a negative effect on

“the quality. of our individual lives, -

but also on our whole society.
" Consider "the *“mad prophgt
Howard Beale’s indictrnent: of t;e-
*. vision‘in the movie Nelwork “There
is an-entire generatjon, right now
who never kncw nything that
didn’t come out of" %yls tube!- This
tube is the ultimate revelation! This "
tube can' make or break preside
popes, and.prime ministérs!”
The poml is that television 'd

" torts society’s grasp. of reality. It cre-

’

ates its own artificial reality; Events’
which don’t rate time on the 6
o'clock news don’t make as great an
* impact on the public consciousness.
It is almost as if something really
doesn’t exist, or isn’t really an issue
unless it is lcglumlzed by being tele-
vised. .
The lelevnslon .reality, for the
most’ part, is a stérile one. The uni-
.'verse, of thessit-coms is a ugiverse in
which God doesn’t exist—egcept as
a swear word. Perhaps the acknowls
edgment of His presence woulds
make audiences feel uncomfoftable.
Television has had other dubious
effects on our society. It has made us
all a little bit more illiteraté: Wit-
ness the furor over'declining college

.—

. T ,

Thc danger ¢ of televmon
isthat we caft llterally

7, Waste our. linves by -

) endmg too much time
'""ﬁ ‘_m of it.'In contnast,d

“, “Rédéem the. tame,
b.ccauSe the days are evnl ”

R Y

EY

board'\scores It has made our cul-
- ture Bland and’ insipid. Partly be-
, cause og,telcvfsmn regional accents |
-argn’tas distinctive as they once.
- were. If ceptainly fnsacgnlrlbulcd to
our’ umvcrsally shoriened “attention

_spans. It has ad\’/ersely,atfeqig the
“ health and physical fitness Of our’
‘entire "nation, mgst alarmmgly
amon

energetic y th. Andthere seems to;

crime, particularly among juveniles.
But the-tryly (rjghtening potential

of television ligs in. the possibility
that it could be used to create a
_totalitarian “l984" society. It i§ dis-

" wirbing, even now, 19 realizé that a
-comparatively small group’ of net-.
“work exgcutives and  their immedi-
ate staffs control, via /,then; influence

[

b

\

lradmonally vibrant and

"be 4 large body of evidence that it
has’played a role in causing violent -

on major network programming,
much of what goes into fany
people’s consciousness. ’

Equally disturbing is the fact that
very recently a mind-conty tech‘
nique was used by a television sta-
_tionn (with FCC pgrmnssnon.) in an

. attempt to communicatg with a sus-,
pected mass murderér. During two
newscasts, two or three frames of film

chief”” were interspersed ‘among
frames about the killings. This was a
subliminal message which appearcd
.on the screen for only a fw ofa’
sccond—too briefly for cyc ‘to
conscnously See, but long enough'to
implant a subconscious suggestion in
.the viewer's miird.

In this-ipstance, subliminal sug-
gestion was used- for good. But it
could also be-used for upspeakable.

|- evil. Will the day éver come when

governments use this power to dom-
inate the mmds of their popu-
lations?-

-

Thosc whio control programming
“can uSg their power to create “the

pub}xc consc:ousness " Even today,
programmmg is controlled _to the
: extent that - only orthodox, . stald,
Conveqllonal visions &f reallty are
-allowed to go ‘6ut over the airwavgs.

chaimels and greater ‘diversity . of
programming will stand as a check
'agamst such polenual abuses. ”
" Agdin, the Point is, while televi-
sion may be a,ﬂne ‘technological;in-
novation, it stull seems to be doing
us¥ on ’balancc more harpg, than
«good. ™ : )
~Of cdurse,_ hex%dre many ‘good
programs.- Yes; trg elqguc,goﬂ“cr us

locales and cultures” at little cost,
and documentarles give- us the
chance to_“meet” people whom Wwe
will probably never sce in person.
But miost of us,'most of the time,
watch . .. Laverne and Shirley! And

ought not to be celebrated, but re-
ceived skeptically; why- teleﬂ’sxon
affords us an opportunity to exercxse
selectivity an
television, as several authors have
- pointed out, is a potent drug whigh'
should be so respected as b be
taken in very mmule quanuues

that is the reason -Why television .

conlaining the message *“‘contact the

&
B Telcvusaons polcnual in helpmg
) dcvelop a 984 society is"enormous.

°

- Lef s hopt that thé move for more

the chance to experience vanou\

moderation; wh y '

D .
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you until they destroy you—if-you:

let them. And ‘“Wothing is more de- -

- pressing than the idea that you! as

~ an individual, are worthless. o

We all have low points. None of
us 1 imymune from occasional. des-
pondengy. But no one has to live.

**with 1t of" 'thronic basis.

Sonie people are very Lgﬁslstcn(— '
they are always dxs«.oumgcd They".

live id “the pitsy, They, haveé

adopted , a - pcrmancn( posture -of. |

personai - worthlessness. They are
like the character Joeohlsplk in the
onow defunct Lil’ Abner comu strip—
everywHtee théy go. there. xs a dark
_cloud ovef their heads

Such people®have suffered a mas-

. sive loss ‘of self-esteem. Thcy have -

‘lost their zest-for life and any sensc.,
of personal worth. They feel neither

Lompclenl to live nor worlhy of life.

Thcy are self-destructive.

As 4 result of this chronic depres-
sivn such people are not eyen begin-
/ning 1o live up-te their own humarn
potenitial, They have not yet discov-

- ered the talents, abilities andquali-
ugs that lie within lhcmsclycs Thetr
flag 1 flying ac half-mast-over the
death’ of the self, and they are un:
“able o climb out of the crypt of
despaiginto which they have fallen.
Fog all intents and' purposes such
people are. through, They have lost.

- their reason to live. Worse, lhey
have lost thexr will 10 live;

Y oupfiy, \\Qll be such a erson.
It so "lh& ;

view of yourself.

The Biblical Perspective

e

l( is believed, in some cnrcjcs that (he,
Bible’s view of man is“essentially-”

negative. [Lisquite lrue that the Bibl¢®
pulls no punches in exposing the evil,
aspects of man’snature. The prophet
Jeremuah, for example, said: “The

heatys deceitfukabove all things, and ]

desperately corrupt; who can under-
- starfd 1" (Jer. 17:9.) We have all
expesienced the deceitfulness of our

own hearts. That is why we can say

epmssxon as one writer put it ]
m a recent Plam Truth, is a
“gray menace.”. Depression

\and discouragement willv gnaw: ) ISR

liiustratiap by Terry Swmith .

15 somclfung you can-
N dq about it. You can begin by“

changing your view of man in gen- |°
“peral. Then” you can Lhangc your

ARE YOU LlVlNG
' UPTO

. . s . % 7 byBrian Knowles .
rsonal dlscouragemenl and a feeling of worlhlessness are hall-
*marks of our troubled times. A reader of The. Plain Truth wrote, “I
have qften looked longingly at the guns hanging on my wall, and
thought that maybe that would be the best way out.” He wrote of
Jeelings of “inferiority, guilt, and worthlessness.” How unfortu-
. nate! Yet many xuﬂer Sfrom similar feelings. lﬂyowe bne of these
unfortunate souls, it’s high time you adopted a new view of yowrself
\ and the ‘rest of humanity!

- e
U

YOUR POTENTIAL? f

paved with good intentions.” How

thing we were trying to avoid!

unanimously: “The road to hell is

often have we ull betrayed our own.
best intentions and done the very

This is undoubtedly what ‘Payl
was talking about in Roman® He

~wrote? “l do not understand my own
“actions, For 1d¢ not do what I'want,

but I do the %ery thing I hate”

3

The PLAIN TRUTH October-Novembar 1978

o

\ o '
27

.

T m——

LI &




»-

N

(Rom. 7:15). He concluded that sin
dwelt within his very being.
There is a part.of man’s nature that

is sinful, evil. Sooner or later this evil-

asserts itself. In the final analysis, “all
have sinned and fali short of the glory
of God” (Rom. 3:23). "

Every day.ef our lives, knowingly
or unknowingly, we are locked in a
struggle -against evil.
presents us with temptations, moral
dilemmas, and challenges,

But this does not mean that man
is essentially evil. This does not
mean that man is intrinsically evil
or predominantly evil. Think:about
this:
time? Are the majority of our acts

evil? Or do many, if not most, of us

commit evil acts only occasionally?
The best way to understand this
-matter of “human nature” is to go
back to'the béginning. We are told
in Genesis 1:27: “God created man
in his own image, in the image of
- God he created him; male and fe-
--male he created them.”
That's the first and most basic
" point of undersl'andi'ng Man is cre-
ated in the image of God. When
God surveyed the phystcal creation,
including the man and worman, He
observed that “it was very good”
(Gen. 1:31). Man, created in God’s
image, is

good creation.
Man was creatédwith vast poten-
tial, both for this life’a for the'life

talents, skills, brain power,
dexterity and other qualities
place man on a unique plane far
above that of the animal kingdom.

* Manyis not an animal! Man is a
reﬂeu'i;\?;)mod
Granted, man ‘sinned. According
to the, Genesis ,record, Adam and
Eve yiclded to the temptings of the
serpent in the Garden of Eden. The
apostle Paul, commenting on this,
‘wrote: “Therefore . . . 5in came.into
the world through one man and
death through sin, and...death
spread o all men because all men
sinned . . .~ (Rom, 5:12).

The Capacity for Cholce
God did not create man sinful. Sin
came into the human world when

- pent.
“trinsically evil.
-morally neutral.-

Each day .

Do we do evil most of the |

“death and evil, If you obey.. ..

“very good”™! He is not |
intrinsically evil. He is essentially a’

Adam sinned by listening to the ser-
But Adam was not in-
He was created
He had - neither
signed nor done good. He had done

" nothing. But he was not .a_“bad”

creation or an inferior product. As a
created entity he was ‘very good.”.
But he had the /capacity for evil.

.And he had equal capacity for

gooti. The deck was not stacked

against ‘man from  the beginning. -
- He was created with freedom of
-choice! '

~ Man, has always had a choice.

~God had told the Israelites in the

days of Mases: “See, I have set be-
fore you this day life and good,
But

if your -heart turns away . .. " (Deut.

-30:15-17). They had an equal,ehonce

beétween obeying or turning away

‘from God and missing the mark of
- His standard of behavior.

When man chooses to sin (liter-
ally, “miss the mark™), it is because
he has the free capacity to make
such a negative choice. How could

God liold us accountable for evil if |

we had go choice but to perform it
because of the way He made us? But.
He did not make us autoimatons.

Man is a creature with the capacity -

for choice.

But, man is accountable to God -

for his choices. If man sins he i$ said
to be “condemned.” If man avoids
sin he is said to be “righteous.”

- Since all have sinngd at some point
‘or another, all are guilty—all ini-

tially exist in a state of moral con-
demnation.

Man Is Jusiitied by God

However, the man who is forgiven
of sin is said tor be “justified” —that
is, he is consideced as righteous be-
fore God. Once forgiven, man again
becomes righteous. But no man can
become righteous on thé basis of his
own works or merit. Such righteous-
ness has (o be lmp.med from God
as a gift; it is'the “righteousness of
God” given to -man—not our own

- intrinsic ngh(eousncss or “woftks of’

righteousness,” that saves us from
condemnation. (For more on this vi-
tal point, write for our free reprint
titled “No!-You Can't Earn Youw
Salvation.” Also the booklet What

Wil You Be Domg ‘in Ihe Next .
Life?) :
Christians, who are forgnven and
justified by faith in the sacrifice of
Christ, do not exist in a chropic state
of guilt. Paul pade that very clear in
L Romans 8:1. He wrote: “There is
therefore now no condemnation for

those who are in Christ Jesus.”
How abundantly clear! Christians
_stand justified before God. Their
guilt for moral failure has been re-
moved as- an act of God's mercy.
They do not have to bear the bur-
den of chronic, gnawing guilt! They
have been fréed from the penalty of
sin that once hung over their heads

" like a sword of Damocles.

Does this mean that Christians
never ggain sin? Not at all. - Chris-
tians do sin! That's what Paul was
saying about himself in the passage.
quoted ‘earlier (Rom. 7:15). Paul
sinned--even as an apostle of God. -
But he was not condemned. He-did
not five in a perpetual state.of guilt.
He was delivered from. 1hal by Jesus
Christ (Rom. 7:24-234."

The apostle Pauf,ﬂhd not adopl a

“whipped dog™ posmre about Kim--
self, eyenthough he admitted lm{ﬂ}
He dtd:,(tgt feel he needed to gmj’Jql
in hummiliation before man and Gag.
Rather, he had adopted a spirituafly
mature attitude toward his own hu-
manity. He had found the solution
to his.own- sinfulness—or rather it
had found him.

There is no denying our moral
guilt before God. Every human
-being who has ever lived (except
Jesus Christ) has been guilty of sin.
But, by the same token, everyone
has been "guilty” of doing good
Our deeds have not been exclu-
sively evil, have they? Have we
net all done good from. time to
time as well? Of course we
have. .

That is why Q&ul"tould-glso say.
“When Gentiles who have\got the
law do by nature what the law re-
quires, they are a law to them-
selves...” (Rom. 2:14).

That's a very important point! It
is possible to do-‘‘by nature™ right
things as much ad it is possible to
yield to the negative side of our na-
ture add do wrong things! But it is
for the wrong things we have all’

s
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done' that Christ had to be sacri-
ficed.

Man's nature is a mixture of good
and evil potential. Man has negative
and positive capacities. But he is
neither intrinsically good nor in-
trinsically evil by nature. When man
sins-he does so by.choice. But the
same is true when he.does good.

Each person has within himself
the capacity -for monumental evil.
As Jesus said: *For from within, out
of the heart of man, come evil
thoughts, fornication, theft, murder,
adultery. coveting, wickedness, de-
ceit, licnntiouanss,, envy, slander,
pride.” foolishness. All these evil
-thihgs come fmm within, and they
-defile a man™ (Mark 7:21-23).

Jesus knows “what is in” man. He ]

knows that we have the capacity for
enormous evil. He recognizes that
we are but dust. He knows our
frame. He undcrst.mds that “the .
flesh is weak '

_Man Nudc Extra Help

Yet .lgsus was optimistic about
-mdng."capatu._y for good. He knew.
hat wilhy the hyel p- of the Holy Spirit,
¥ man:, ‘caquic G)F mUCh good. He
_promised to%end. As g help to man,*
the Hoty, Spmt in. chek araclete,
meaning .}uerakiy ‘a help aﬁ)ngsnde
| -¢John 14:15:17.726, 16:13; etcj, This
| Spirit wouild provide Christians with
- dynamic péer tActs 178) with
‘which to overchme: thc ncga vc as-
pccts of their nature- " ; '-

Paul spoke plainly ot the kmd, of
’ frun that would be borne by the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit in
Christians: “But the fruit of the
Spirit"is love, joy..peace, patience,
kindness, goodness. faithfulness,
gentleness. self- contyol; agams! such
there is no law™ (Gal. 5:22-23).
“Man is capable of producing
good fruit. With the help of the
Holy Spirit the sky is the limit. Man
can soar to undreamed-ofg heights.
He has at hi$ disposal the same
power. that created the universe.
Man can, with Qodbs help, realize
his own maximum potential—both
"in this life and in the life to com
No man need be discouraged in the
light of this knowledge! No one
" needs to live in a chronic state of
- guilt and fear. No one needs to

adopt a “whipped dog" posture
about life.. There is help. There is
hope.

But each individual must assume
the responsibility for himself. Each
must avail himself of the mercy,
-power and freedom of God.- We
must all “work out” our own.salva-
tion (Phil. 2:12). We must take the
initiative in the face of God's calling
and offer. We must generate from
within ourselves the will to reach
out our hands to God in humble
acceptance of His magnificent offer.

Man—In the Image of God

.To know God is.to know true free-
"dom. It means freedom from guilt.
Freedom f#m self-doubt. Freedom -

from chronic discouragement. Free-
dom from a sense of worthlessness.
Man is worth something. Man is
worth so much that God gave His
only begotten Son for him! (John
3:16.) To God man is the pinnacle
of His creation. He is the ultimate
expression of divine ingenuity. Man
is created in the image of God.
Man, in all of his beautiful sizes,

shapes, skin colors and types, is a,
child of God. Man, in two sexes, is .

created in the image of God.

For man to realize who and what "

he is brings joy beyond expression.
Itisa le.ip to new plateaus of hope
and anticipation for the future.

-Itis to be fulfilled in this life also.

For many “Christianity” is basi-
cally’a religion of the afterlife. But
real Christianity is a religion of “the
now" it is a way of life. It is a way
of tapping into one's potential as a

human being ‘created in the image’

of a creative God.

+ . Each individual has unique abili-
ties and taleats—some greater and
some lesser than other human
beings. We are encouraged to func-
tion-“‘acgOrding go our several abili-
ties“ﬁis 0 do the best we can
with What'we have to do with, As
the wrfiter of  Ecclesiastes, said,
“Whatever your hand finds to do,
do it with your might™ (Eccl. 9:10).
There is nothing to do in the grave
except to wait unconsciously in dark
oblivion for the resurrection call of
the Creator. Now is the time to act
Today is the time of your salvation
if you have been called of God. This

i”your moment in- the sun, your
time of personal fulfililment. -

It is a time of hope and joy. It is a
time to. revel in your talents and

_abilities, Time to use them fully in

order to glorify God. It is a time to
use the power of the Holy Spirit to
fight against the unseen forces of
evil and to gain the victory over the
negative side of ‘your own nature.

It is a time of forgiveness, a time
of personal peace with God. You
have been reconciled if you have
been forgiven. You have been
granted the pnceless gift of guilt-
lessness. There is nothing to be sad
and upset about. As the writer of
Hebrews. said: “Therefore lift your

drogping hands and strengthen your

weak knees, and make slraxghl
paths for your feet . (Heb. .
12:12-13).

You, as a created child of God, -
have incredible potential-both in

.this life and that which is to come. *

Once you are within the sphere of

- God's. influence, and led by the

power of His Holy Spirit, you car.
begin to realize that potential. You
can soar to new heights of accom-
plishment. When you come to real-
izé who and what you are in terms
of God’s purposes, your life will
take on new and profound meaning. .
You will haye new d:rccnon——a
sense of vision and destiny.

As a Spirit-led chudd of God you .
will no longer be weighted down
with a back-breaking load of guilt:
You will no {onger feel a loss of self-
esteem. Instead you will have a di- -
vinely imparted sense of identity.

In Christ you can have your sins '

removed as far as the east is from the
west.” You can walk freely in the
bright light of revelation and forgive-
ness, knowing (that you are sealed
with the Holy Spirit of promise.

Then, and only then, will you be-
gin to live up to the incredible po-
tential for which you were born! O

RECOMMENDED READING

| The tollowing bookiets wil'be sent tree
‘of charge upon your request:
Why Were You Bom?
The Seven Laws of Success

Just what Do You Mean . . . Conversion?
The maiing address ol our office naarest

you is on the inskie tront cover.
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TITHING ANDTHE
TEN COMMANDMENTS ,

It would be utterly ridiculous to claim that one of the Ten Commandments is “Thou shalt tithe.” But.
it would be equally ludicrous to say there is absolutely no relationship between the law of the Ten

Commandments and the law of tithing.

othing upsets us more than
to hear. that someone else

has his fingers in our pocket-
book: Master Charge, VISA, Bar-

clay card, our car payment—all ]

combine .to spend our paycheck be-
fore we even’ endorse it. But could
God Himself rightfully claim a por-
tion of our income in spite of all
these other encumbrances?

Most ackrnowledge that we shoyld
at least adhere to the Ten :Com-

. mandments. But could obedience to

that royal law expressing love for

" God and neighbor have anything to

do with the proper distribution of
one’s income? This article will ex-
amine the relationship between tith-
ing and several points in lhc
Decalogue.

N

The Gult Commlndmont

God is the Owner, Propnelor and 1

Creator of cverylhmg that our eyés

" can see. David wrote in the Psalms:

“The earth is thc Lord’s; and the

fulness thereof; the world, and they-

that dwell thefefn” (Ps. 24:1). This

verse shows that ‘God created every-

lhmg. and that by virtue of that cre-
ation He owps it all—including
humankind.

By the, act of tithing, we show

" worship, respect, love and admira-

tion for gur Creator. Tithing is an
expression of honor and an ac-
knowledgment of God’s supreme
lordship and mastery of the uni-
verse. That's the positive side of the
first and great commandment in its
relationship to tithing.

The riegative aspect reads: “1 am
the Lord thy God, which have

. brought thee out of the land of
“Egypt. out of the house of bondage.

Thou shalt have no other gods be-

. by Johh R. Schroeder

fore me™ (Ex. 20:2-3). For the true
Christian, Egypt is a symbol of this
present evil world, out of, which

- God has delivered us. Therefore we

owe Him the honor of avoiding sac-
rilege in any way, manner, shape or
form,

" Shunning other gods, in thé true
New Testament application, in-
volves far more than not bowing
down before a literal, man-made
idol. You can-easily make a gpd-/oul
of the unrighteous.maminon’ of
money and wealth. Ipdc/::i’fnthis is
perhaps the most common violation
of the Ten Commandments in the
Western world.

Giving one-tenth of one’s income

to be used for educational and hu-,

manitarian purposes helps one re-
tain a.sense of proportion about
life’s ultimate priorities. Money can
be a very real “root of evil” when a
person’s total energies are chan-

- neled toward its . acquisition and
' spending. It-4s much healthier to

focus on "the need§ of others—

~ whether those needs are to be told
- about the coming Kingdom of God,
ot to be ministered to in some other

—

wa

But let’s look at another one of
God’'s commandments that few
would think bears any relationship
to tithing.

_ The Sabbath and Tithing

‘The Sabbath commandment be-
longs to that®part of the Decalogue
that exptesses our love toward God.
It specifically involves honoring
God with the-proper use of a fixed
period of time.

- Many believe that it is not in the
nature of the New Testament God
to require a fixed amount of money

fromr thosc that lovc Him. They in-
sist that one should- only give a$
much’ as he wishes to—that there
should be no mlmmum standard of
gwmg e

- Godrdoes, however, ‘require one-
séventli ‘of our time in observing His

Sabbath. So just as there is a min-,

imum standard of time that God
insists that we devote to worship of
Him, it makes sense that there also
would be a minimum standard of
giving—a tenth (lithe) of our. in-
comes. - )

God tells us to “remember the

sabbath day, to keep it holy” (Ex...

20:8) and that “to morrow is the rest
of the holy sabbath unto the Lord”
(Ex. 16:23). So the Sabbath day def-
_nitely is holy time to God. Like-
wise, it is stated elsewhere in the
Pentateuch that the tithe is holy to -
God (Lev. 27:30,32-33). The term
“holy” is primarily defined in Web-
ster’s New Collegiaté Dictionary as
being “set apart to the service of
God.”

So the Christian honors His heav-
enly Father by setting apart the
tithe to the sc'rvi?of God's Work.

Honor Your Heaveniy Father

The Bible specifically commands us
to honor our physical parents (Ex.
20:12). But spirituaily, when we be:
come converted: God is literalty our

heavenly Father and the Church

is the "mother of us all” (Gal
4:26). -

One of the ways in which we can
honor God is to return to Him the
“figstfruits” of all our increase (Prov.
3:9). However, for obvious reasons
it is a little difficult to give our fi-
nancial blessings directly to the Cre-
ator God. Fortunately, the Church

30
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represents God~as His designated
recipient! Those who are_preaching
the gospel are to gain their liveli-
hood through financial contribu-
tions (I Cor. 9:14). Paul wrote: “Let
the elders that rule well be counted
worthy of double honour [Greek,
remuneration]. especially they who
labour in the word and doctrine™

d Tim.5:17).

- The Bible is crystal clear on this
point. The Church 1s to-be honored
by reaping a fixed proportion of the
physical blessings of the people
(along with additional freewill offer-
ings) in order te perform the great
commission of preaching the gospel
to the world as a witness.

But the first and fourth com-
mandments are-not the only ones
that relate to tthing.*Consider also
the eighth commandment.

You Shali Not Steal

One of the cardinal sins committed |
in the Garden of Eden was stealing.
When Adam and Eve ate of the for--
Jbidden fruit—took what was not
_ -theirs—they. in effect. stole directly
from their heavenly Father.

The question s asked in | Samuel
2:25: “If one man sin against an-
other, the judge shall judge him: but
if @ man sin against the Lord,
who shall intreat [intercede] for
him?”

- Could one ictually sin against the

Creator God by withholding tithes
and offerings? The prophet Malachi
answers: “Will man rob God? Ye:
vou are robbing me. But you say,
‘How are we robbing thee?' In vour
tithes and offerings. You are cursed
with a curse, for you are robbing
me; the whole nation of you™ (Mal.
3:8-9. RSV).

Faijure, to tithe, as shown by Ma-
lachi, is teparded by God as out-
right- robbcry It is an afront to
God! It is a symptom of both per-
sonal and nauongl dlsreapcu for oyr
.Creatgri%od asks: “A .son honour-
eth his father, and a servant his
master: if then | be a father, where
is mine honour?"” (Mal. 1:6.)

The apostle Paul wrote to the
Ephesian Church of God: “Let him
that stole steal no .more ..." (Eph.
4:28). That is good advncc for any-

“Luke 10:25-27; Lev.

~ body who mlgh( allow hiniself the

“‘luxury“ of withholding a portion of -

his income from God.

Of cousgg, our failure to tithe does
‘not of it If hurt God! He already
owns { 18 universe and‘everything in
it. Thé&%real hurt is borne by our
neighbors. Many are not able to
hear, see or read the good news of
God's coming Kingdom because the
necessary funds have not always
been forthcoming. God commands
His Church to preach and publish
the gospel to all nations around the
world (Matt. 24:14; 28:19-20; Acts

~ [:8). But it takes hard cash to byy
radio and television time. not to .

mention paying for skyrocketing
publishing and postal costs.

Covetousness Is Idolatry!
Covetousness is -a- major sin in the

Western world today. But the sin .

doesn’t stop with lusting after what

belongs to somebody else. It is very -

difficult to scparatc sins agajnst your
neighbor from sins against God.
Paul wrote to the Ephesian breth-
ren: “For this ye know, that no
whoremonger. nor unglean person,
nor covetous man, who. is an idolater,

* hath any inheritance in the kingdom

of Christ and of God™ (Eph. 5:5). -
Paul did not mince words. Breaking

. the tenth commandment also breaks

the first. Covetousness is idolatry!
And whether you covet what be®
mgs o 'God or what szlongs o
your nclghbor it is still 3. violatiof
of the “first and grcat command-
ment” so far as God is concerned. If
you covet that portion of your in-
come that you know, deep down,
should go to God in the service of
“His Work: you -are guilty of violat-
“ing the first and last command-
ments. So there is a vital

relationship between tithing and the- |,

Ten Commandments.

And the New Testament also
shows that the tén points of the
Decalogue have been summed up in
the two great precepts of love of
God and neighbor (Matt. 19:16-19;
19:18; Deut.
6:5). But Jesus went even further.
He said: “On these two command-
ments {love of God and lov
neighbor] hang all the laym-
cluding tithing] and the prophets”
(Matt. 22:40). 0O

- (Youcamt
“win the prize
- unlessyou -

..Ghristian life to a race, which |
- ‘'must be run for the “prize’ -

. -of eternal life. A person does - -
1> ‘not ‘even begin his “race,’" i

-however, until he has under--
_; gone a genuine convarsion. -
:-The New Testament concept "

- of conversion invoives mugh ...

: mofethanamere intellectua[ -
- o ritualistic acceptance of a:
‘set’ of beliefs.. True con

_* version can be_ defined ‘in:
.tWO parts. The first invoives & ,
- definitg- event which occurs ;‘:‘
when Godfulfills His promige .. -
10 place the Holy Spirit .-

3 within a parson after certain .’

_-conditions are met, Thesec- o

l "ond part is a process which. .-

. contlnues through the Chrls-- -

- . fign’s life. if -you'd.like o -

"+ know more about the Bible's:

- teaching on conversion,.

-:-raquest the free booklet- JUSE: ]

" What Do You Mean—GCON- *:

-"VERSION? Write o0 The Pain
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- COMING SOON:
- TOOGOOD TOBETRUE?

After today atroubled and evil world—the w\onderful world tomorrow. Here's-just a
glimpse inio a soon-coming day—andwhat it will be like!

ome time back, when | was in
Pasadena, the musical play
Oklahoma was presented at

the Ambassador Auditorium. Of
course | had seen it before, years

ago, and also had seen the motion -

" picture of the same name. Many,
many times have I heard the musi-
cal numbers from the play.

Here | am [editor’s note: this sec-
tion ‘'was written some months ago]
on the Ivory Coast in Africa—vir-
tually on the equator—but as I
looked out the window of thethotel
.at breakfast and beheld a peautiful
day dawning, the song of/that play
képt haunting my mind:

“0, what a beautiful morping,

O, what a beautifulday.-

I've got a wonderful feeling.

- * Everything’s goin’ my way!”

Yesterday | was writing an article
about how Satan broadcasts—how
he is the prince of the power of the
air—how he now surcharges the air
with the moods andattitudes of dis-
content, unhappiness, vanity, lust
and greed, of jealousy and envy, the
spirit of competition, antagonism
and strife; of suspicion and resent-
ment against others, of fear and

" worries, of {rustrations, of rebellion
against authority—especially God’s

_'authority. Satan literally injects this

" UNHAPPY state of mind intp people.

I've said it so often: He does not

broadcast in words, pictures, sounds

or music, but subtly in moods, atti-
tudes, impulses, feelings.

" Then, Suddenly . . .

Then, suddenly that tune from
Oklahoma—of the “bewutiful day
with “everything goin’ my way”—
brought to my mind this scripture of *
SURE PROPHECY: “And it shall be in
that day, that LIVING WATERS shall

]

by Herbert W. Armstrong

go out from Jerusalem. ... And the

Eternal shall .be king over all the .

earth: in that day shall there be one
Lord, and his name one” (Zech.
14:8-9).

LIVING WATERs! Now just what
does the Bible mean by that ex-

pression? Let's take. time to make
SURE—for léswscnplure is speaking

of an event which will drastically
alter. YOUR LIFE in just a few short
years. _

This term ‘hvmg waters” is used
in a humber of places in the Bible.
One is the incident of Jesus meeting
the¥Samaritan woman at Jacob’s
well in Samaria. Now in the days of
Jesus, Samaria (north of Jerusalem)
was populated by Gentile people of
the Babylonian mystery religion.
Back in 721-718 B.C. King Shal-
maneser of Assyria. conquered -the
northern kingdom, the KINGDOM OF
ISRAEL, jr a three-year siege. He
moWT the people of ten of the
tribes of Israel from their homes,
farms and cities, and carried them
as slaves to the land of Chaldea on
the southérn shores of the Caspian
Sea. Then he placed people from
Babylon—people of the Babylonian
mystery religion—in the homes,
farms and towans of that land, which
became Samaria, occupying the
northern two-thirds of the lands
which had originally been inherited
by the twelve tribes of the children
of Israel. Much of this is territory
now occupied by the Israelis, but
claimed by the Arabs, the subject of
bitter dispute (11 Kings 17:23-24).

In the time of Christ these Sa-
maritan people  were still there.
Their religious lcader was Simon
the sorcerer. He tried ‘to buy an
apostleship in the Church of God.
Peter turned him down, for his mo-

tives and ¢his heart were evil. This

" Simon was the “Peter” (or Pater.
‘Father, Papa, leader) of the Babylo-

" nian mystery réligion (see Acts 8:9-
11). This Simon- deliberately
adopled Christ’s doctrine of
“grace,” turning: iithinto license w -
disobey God, and his religion grew,
until today it 1s the largest religion
on earth (Revelation 17).

I mention all this because of the -
possible connection with the woman.
whom Jesus met at Jacob’s well in
Samaria, and because [ thought it
would be interesting to the réader.

The incident is recorded in John
4:2-26. Jesus was walking from
"Judea to Galilee. He was tired, and
,stopped at the well to rest. Along
came a woman of Samaria to draw
water. .’

* “Give me todrink,” Jesus asked.
Now the Jews had nothing to do
with these Gentile Samaritans. They .
called them “dogs.” The Samaritan
| woman was puzzled that a Jew
would speak to her. Notice she rec-

ognized immediately that Jesus wa;
aJew.

She asked: “How is it that thou,
being a Jew, askest drink of me,
which am a woman of Samaria? for
the Jews have no dealings with the
Samaritans.”

Now notice Jesus’ answer: “If
thou knewest the gift of God [the
Holy Spirit], and who it is that saith
‘to thee, Give me to drink; thou
wouldest have asked of him, and he
would have given thee LIVING
WATER.”

. The woman was confused. She
did not understand, of course, that -
“the gift of God” and “living water”

to designéte the HoLy SPIRIT.
Jesus said: “Whosoever drinketh

.
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of this water [from the-Avell] shatl
thirst again: But whosoever drink-
eth of the water that I shall give him
shall never thirst; but the water that
I.shall give him shall be in him a
‘well of water springing up into ever-
.lasting life.”

Now I have conlinually said that
Jesus DID NOT come on a ‘'soul-sav-
ing crusade.” This is not ye the time
when God is trying to save lhe
world.

Rather, we are now near the END
of the 6,000 years during which God
sentenced the world to be cut off
from Him—to go its m!/s\ way, form

its own governmem,s xls own reli- :

gions, its owri ways of life. Adam,

the first ma rejecﬁ:d God - and’,
God's goveidﬁmm «0vé®him and his -
descendants- this whole world. God-,
has INTERVENED in( this world of
man, swayed by Satan. and called to
Him a FEw-such as Enoch, Noah,

Abraham, Moses. Elijah, etc. He

sent Christ ta ANNOUNCE His com-

ing Kingdom. He sent His apostles

to proclaim that Gooo NEws. But

Simon's fast-growing counterfeit

church suppressen Christ’s gospel

message from going to the world

before A.D. 70. In A.D. 31, Chuist

raised up His CHURCH~the

CHURCH OF GobD- for the PURPOSE

of standing back of the apostles get-

ting‘out the trug¢ gospel. But when

-the gospel was suppressed, the

Church met with such violent per-

secution that it decreased in size,

and ever sinc€ has been what Jesus

called “the LITILE FLOCK.”

Igaveyouthisincidentatthewellin
Samaria because there is some reason,
to believe that this woman was at the
time living with Sumon the sorcerer,
founderofthe world's largest religion.
(If there were not some special signifi-
cance attached to her, wHY would
God have meationed her in the
Bible?) Anyway, we find here again
that “living waters” means the Holy
Spirit.

Let me give you one more ex-
ample. In John 7:37-39, Jesus stood
up and said, on the last day of the
Feast of Tabernacles, "If any man
thirst, let him come unto me, and
drink. He that belicveth on me, as
the scripture hath said, out of his
belly [innermost being] shaill flow

RIVERS OF LIVING WATER. (BUT THIs
SPAKE HE OF THE SPIRIT, which they
that believe on him should receive:

for the Holy Spirit was not yet
given; because that Jesus was not’
yet glorified.)”

‘The Cause of Today's Evils '

In Ephesians 2:2, Satan is called
“the prince of the power of the air.”
I_have written many. times recently
4 how Satan broadcasts. The human
spirit in each human person is di-
rectly IN TUNE WITH SATAN'S
. WAVELENGTH.. As I've said many
glmcs he does not broadcast in
“soutds or pictures. But through the
"spirit in every man, he infuses ATTI*
, TUDES of depression, discour-
8% ment, vanity, lust, greed,
compeuhon strife. reSentment, dis-
.content, rebellion, frustration. He is
WORKING IN people in this way. He
is the SOURCE and CAUSE or all of
today’s evils.

But sOON NOw—in our llvmg/gcn—
eration—CHRIST will return as KING
of kings and LORD of lords, to RULE
ALL NATIONS with the GOVERNMENT
oF Gob.

One of the very first things to
happen will be the PUTTING AWAY
OF SATAN (Rev, 20:1¢3). Now think
of it! Satan will be GONE! Christ will

" be here! Rivers of living water will
flow out from Jeérusalem-—that is, in-
" stead of this EviL spirit pervading
the entire atmosphere, affecting
EVERYBODY, causing all evil, the
HoLy SeiriT of God will infuse the

- atmosphere.

Christ will be here in PERSON. The
government will be government OF
LOVE. People will begin to love one
‘another—-to help one another. The
‘GOVERNMENT of the KINGDOM OF
Gop will bring WORLD PEACE!

Greal supernatural physical
changes will happen to the earth.
Deserts will become rich, fertile,
crop-raising soil. Even the topogra-
phy of the carth will be CHANGED;
great mouatains, will be leveled.
Beauty will spring forth everywhere,
not only in nature on the earth, but
in people’y lives—it will show on
their happy faces. :

But will CuRisT rule alone, by

Himself—a ONE-MAN rule with no

one under Him?

Of course not. Let me explain. |
have said the first man, Adam, RE-
JECTED God's government over
him—not only for himself but_ for
the whole human race which sprang
from him. It was MAN who made the
decision. Instead of accepting Gob .-
as RULER, as the SOURCE of BASIC ~
KNOWLEDGE, Adam decided, for his

family—which is all humanity—to |

produce his owN knowledge of what
is good and what is evil. He took of
the tree of THE KNOWLEDGE of good
and evil, rejecting the “tree of LIFe”
(the “‘living watefs'’) or the
Holy Spirit which would have
impregnated him with eternal God-
life.

And so, since that was-MAN'S DE-
cisioN, God SENTENCED the human
race which sprang from Adam to
6,000 years of being cut off from
contact with Him. In effect, God
said: “Go form your own govern-
ments, your own religions, produce
your own knowledge and systems of
educatign. For 6,000 years you are
to be cut oFF from me and contact
with me.”

But God did reserve the pre-
rogative to INTERVENE when and
where necessary for His PURPOSE.
God was not trying to “SAVE the
world” spiritually—instead He had
CUT IT OFF FROM HiM. Those un-
called §y God were neither lost nor
savcd~¥:{! .

The FPw who received salvation
and begettal of ETERNAL LIFE were

-called and chosen by God. Neah
- did:-not seek out God and beg for
‘salvation—~God cALLED NoAH. The

same is true for Abraham. Moses,
the prophets of Israel. The KinG-
DOM OF ISRAEL was not offered spiri-
tual salvation—but oNLY physical,
material and national benefits for
obedience.

CHRIST came to ANNOUNCE His
coming, KiNnGpom ofF Gopn—jo be
ushered in AFTER man's 6;:000-year
SENTENCE had ¢nded. Jesus called
and taught His disciples His mes-
sage of His KiNnapom; He sacrificed
Himself for us; His apostles wert
out proclaiming the GOOD NEWS.
Christ *added to the church” as
many converted Christians as
needed to stand back of the dpos
tles, in diligent and carngst prayer,

ko)
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in encouragement, in tithes and of-
"ferings. In their own lives, they were'
to overcome Satan and- Satan’s
ways and thus qualify ‘to help
Christ govern the world in the King-
dom of God-—after the 6,000 years
o (Rev. 3:21; 2:26-27).

During this 6,000 years God has

called no one to spiritual salvation
except those He called to back up-
the apostles getting out the gospel: |

they were also called to qualify. by
ovcrcoming Satan, to sit with Christ
on His throne in the Kingdom of
God. .

Now let’s take a look into the

newspaper headlines of the near fu- -
ture. The New world tomorrow s’

goingto come IN OUR TIME!

And, remember, it won't become
utopia all at once. When the Su-
preme Ruler, Jesus Christ, comes
again to earth already crowned as
KiNG of kings, in all the vast POWER
AND GLORY of Almighty God. the
Gentile nations actually will fesist
Him at first. He is coming to rule by
divine FORCE. How ironic that the
nations witl have to be FORCED to be
happy. prosperous, physically fit

“and well, living abundantly and joy-
fully!

These mlght be the headlines you
will read in the newspaper of the
future:

“Crime Rate Drops to Zero.”

“No Wars During This Year!
Former Soldiers Being Rapidly As-
sirﬂilaled into Food Production and
New Industries.” .

“Discase Epidemics Disappear.
Millions Have Been Supernaturally
_Healed. of Sickness and Disease.
Causes of Cancer, Heart Alttacks,
Other Fatal Discases Revealed. Au-
thorities Predict All Such Diseases
to Disappear, by Avoiding Causes,
Within Coming Year!”

“Thousands of Hospitai Proper-
ties Up for Sale. Sensational De-
chine 1n Sickness and Discase
Releases hicreasing Hundreds of
Thousands of Doctors, Nurses, At-
tendants and Staft Personnel for
Happier and More Useful Occupa-
tions. Knowledge of Causes Re-
duces Sickness and Discase!
Thousands of Afflicted Now Being
Divinely Healed!”

“Rupid Increase in Food Produc-

tion. ‘All

tion of - Artificigl; and  Synthetic
Fertilizers dnd Return fo Nature's
Laws of Soil Entichment Resulting

Not Ouly in Bumper Crops, but |,

Vastly Improved Quality and Fla-
vor.”
Well, howare those, for a starter?

v How Utopia Will Come

But now ‘let’s_be specific! Let’s see
just how tomorrow’s utopia is to be
ushered in. Remember, this wonder-
ful world-state will not be achieved
all at once. .

Every major step of these soon-

[

It will be divine
government—
thé government of God.
It will not be government
from thg bottom up.
The people will
have no votes. It will not
be government
of or by the people. but it
will be government for
the people!

coming events 15 laid bare before’

our eyes in biblical PROPHECY.

. The same Jesds Christ who
walked over the hills and valleys of
the Holy Land and the streets of
Jerusalem more than 1900 years ago
1s comng agam! He said He would
come again. After He was crucified.
God raised Him from the dead after
three days and three mghts (Mau.
12:40; Acty 2:32: 1 Cor. 15:3-4). He
ascended 10 the throne of Geod,
headquarters of the government of

the umiverse (Acts 1:9-11; Heb. 1:3;
8:1;10:12; Rev.3.21).
He 1 the “nobleman” of the

parable, who went (o the throhe of -

God the “fag country” 10 be coro-
nated as KING of kings over all na-

Records Broken folr-
Increased Food Production.- Agri-
cultural Aulhontles Reveal Aboli-

.llons "and then to return’ to carlh
(compare Luke 19:11-27). He is in
. heaven until the. “times of restitu-
tion of all lhmgs (Acts 3:19-21).
“Restitution” means. restoring to a
former state or: condition—in this
case, restoring Gop's GOVERNMENT

PEACE and utopiafi conditions.

Present.world turmoil, escalating -
war and contentions, will climax 1%
world trouble so great that, unless
God intervenés, no humian flesh
would be saved alive (Matt. 24:22).
At its very climax, when delay
would result’in blasting all life from
off this planet, Jesus Christ will RE-
TURN!" This time He is- mmmg as’
divine Gop! He is-coming in all the
POWER and GLORY of the universe-
,rulmg Creator! (Maut. 24:30: 25:31)
He is coming as KING of kings and™
Lorp of lords (Rev. 19:16) 10 estab-
lish WORLD SUPERGOVERNMENT and
rule all nations “wnh a rod of iron™

" (Rev. 19:15; 12:5). .

All crime and orgcrmtcd rchclluw
wnll be .put down by FORCE- divine
supernatural force. Christ will then
set His hand to reeducate and to
“save” or spiritually convert the
world. 5 .
- TNk oF 1! The glontied
CHRIST- coming in all the splendor.
the supernatural POWER and the

" GLORY of GOD ALMIGHTY. coming
o save mankind alive; coming to

- STOP escalating wars, nuclear. mass

. destruction, humdn pain and sufler-
mg; coming to usher in PEACE,
abupdant well-being, happiness and
10¥ for all mankind!

Resurrected Saints

As the resurreCled Christ alcended
to heaven an the clouds, so He shallr
return 1o carth in the clouds (Acts
1:9-11; Matt. 24:30). Jusi as He n
returning (I Thess. 4:14-17), the
dead 1 Chrs( those who have re-
ceived and been led by God's Holy
Spirit (Rom. 8:11, 14), including all
the prophets of old (Luke 13:28)-
~will rise in a gigantic RESURRECTION
- and be made iMMoR AL Those then
living who have the Spitit of God
shall be instantancously changed
from mortal 0 immortal* (1 Cor.
15:50-54), and, together with those
resurrected. shall rise to meet the

.
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= 'descending glorified Christ (I Thess.
4:1'1 in ‘the clouds in the air.. They
shall be with Him forever (John.
14:3). They shall- with Him-come
down out of the clouds and stand
_ with Huii, therefore, that very same
day. on the Mount of Ollvu (Zech.
" 14:4-5).

These Lhmgud converied saints,
‘now made immortal, will then rule
the nations  nations of mortals-- UN-
DER CHRrIsT (Dan. 7:22; Rev. 2:26-

2320,

The New-World Govom;ncnt :

- Now-notice just How the new world
“government will function!
~huwill norabe a so-called democ-
racy, 1t will mor be socialism; w will
nor be communmism or Nazism; 1t
will not he human monarchy. oh-
garchy. or plutocracy. Igwill not be
MAN'S government over man. Man
has proven his utter incapabiliy of
ruling himself?

+ IUwill be pIvINE government  the,
government of Goo. It will not be
government from the battom up.
The people will have No voTes. Tt
will not be government of or by the
peoplé but w will be government
FOR the people! 1t will be. govern-
ment from the rop (God- Almighty)
down!

There will be no election” cam-
paigns! No $100-per-plate cam-
paign tund-raising dinngrs. No dirty
political campawgns, where each
candidate attempts o put himself
forward in the most favorable light,
while defaming, denouncing, dis-
crediting his opponents. No time or
money wasted in mud-shinging cam-
paigns in the lust for power. No
sphts 10 political patties with’ quar-
reling and h¢lrcdk In fau no palll-
1cal parties!

- NO HUMAN will bé gaven any gov- 1.
crnm.cnl‘oﬂiu:1 1n the Kingdom of-
GOD; ALL in governmént service will
then ‘be divine spirit hemgs e

Al officidls will bé APPQINTED by - |
the divine urist, who reeds and |
knows men’s heatts—their” innet’
character, theit abilities or lack’of - |,
-ability. You'll find a description of
Christ's wpcmdtural fnsight into
the very Lh.araucr of “athes . i
1saiah 11:2-4”"Aund the splril,ufvlhc‘ |
ETERNAL shall rest- upon him, the

- of quick understanding ...

spirit of wisdom and undersl.mdmg
the spirit of counsel and might, the
spirit of knewledge and of the fear
of the ETErNAL: and shall make him

shall nor judge after the sight of his

" eyes, neither reprove afier the hear-

ing of his ears [hearsay]’ but with
RIGHTEOUSNESs shall He judge the
poor, and reprove with equity for
the meek of the earth.”

<. Remember, Goo is the Supreme
One who is LOVE who GiIVEs- who
rules with outgoing concern for the
ruled. His will be rule for the HIGH-
EsT GOOD of the people! The most
ABLE. the most RIGHTEOUS. thosg
best fitted for office will be placed 1n
all offices of.
power.

There wall lhcn be 1wo_kinds of
people on earth humans and those
made divine, who will rule the mor-
tals. Some resurrected saints will
rule over (en cities, some over five
(Luke 19:17-19). )

But further, God has set in mo-
tion physical laws that operate in

our bodies and minds, as well as His
spiritual law. There will be no sick- |

“ness, ill health, pain or suffering.
There will be, on the contrary, vigor-
ous, vibrant GOOD HEALTH. Peogle
will be filled with dynamic INTEREST
in life, enthusiastic interest in con-
structive actjvities bringing happi-

ness and joy!- There will be Reat.

PROGRESS, cleanliness; to slums, no
degenerate pcoplesvor areas of
earth. 2

All this will be AcmmPllshcd un- |

der the Netv Covenant which Christ
is coming to usher in. Did you ever
read just WHAT this-New Covenant
will consist of? Did you suppose it
will Do awavy with God’s law?
ExacTly THE OPPGSITE! This s the
- covenant that Christ is coming 0
establish (Heb. 8 10): “l will put my
laws into*their mm) and write them
~ih their HEARTS.”

AR W\\en God's I4ws are IN. OUR
ms(uurs ‘wheh ave LOvE God's wavs
“andsin our fiearts WANT to live by
“thefn — HUMAN NATURE WILL BE PUT
URDER SUBJECTION; people will, live
thd way that is the causk of peace,
h.nppmcss abundance, joyful well-
bung' May God speed that
day'

-

*

and he’

responsibility .and

OFGOD

‘What does it
-me_antoyou?

l(ing-do-i nA politically orga--
' nized community or major tefri- ..
+torial unithaving a monarchical”
" forth of government headed by ,
@ kmg or queen. . -

Tho phrase “kingdom of God "
_which appears frequently-in the -
‘Bible, is-often feard in religious:
circles. it is generally assumed to -
be a reference to heaven orto a -
“condition 'of mind held by believ--

. ars.  Alfmost-no one would apply.
' the standard dlcuonary doﬂnmon o
| of “kingdom''--a type of go !

ment over a specifit territory. ot- .
.that is precissly how the term Is
Mmost often used in the Bjble. The

' real meahing of the term® *'king- "
dom of God" Is tar more Inter-

-esting and exciting than' the
5. traditlo

nal vague concepts. The .
booklot Just What Do You -
‘Meal. . . Kingdom ofGod?""
cleady oxplqln. what the King--
dom ot God'is ‘and why it's lm- :
pqmnl 10 you, For a free copy .-
writd to -The Plain Truth at the .
addrese nearest you. (Ses inside
| ‘front covar Ior _addresses wg!q-_
wldo ) . -~

RINGDOM
oF GOD?

“Q B
" é
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HEADLINES

(Continued from page 21)

eévents could conceivably have laken
a differentturn:

" When All Else Fails
Biot Out Reality

hen it is no longer pmsnblc to pre-
erve a popular myth by any of the
above methods. the best thingtodo1s

to totallyignore reality. A classic case’

1 poynt is the media-created image of
Camelot that surrounded the Ken-
nedy Administration. The cold real-
ity of history eventually painted a
preture thatss in stark contrast to thg
glowing images portrayed by the
press History rather than imagery
- revealed an Admimistration that fla-
grantly abused its power by engaging
in illegal elecirome surverllance of
journabsts and cvil rights leaders;
thatusedthe IRS and FCC toconduct
political  vendettas, that kaowingly
plotted the assassination and over-
throw af foreign leaders.

The ambivalence of the press
reporting  thé Kennedy musdeeds
was never more apparent than when
the subject Eentered around, Central
Intelhigence “Agency abuses. One
leading Washinglon columnist sup-
ported public heanngs on the CIA
in 1975, but noted that “assassina-

ton can be left out for the mo--

ment | It Wwas rather apparent that
the colummist was referring to plots
hatched during the Kennedy Ad-
ministration, because, as she noted,
“the unspoken threat in all this is
that (Senator] Church {head of the
Senate committee nvestigating the
ClA]. a fauhful ally of John Ken-
nedy. might find himself in the end

pointing himself at the ‘Democrats’
" beloved victim  of assassination?’
(Victor Lasky, It Didn't Start With
Watergate, Dell -Publishing Com-
- pany, Inc., 1977, p. 95). Appareatly
it was all too much for the image o
bear.

Other journalists were equally cir-
cumspect when the Kennedy Ad-
ministration was linked with the
assassination of Generalissimo Ra-
fael Trujillo of the Dominican
Republic. Although American in-
volvement was duly noted. the fact

that the Kennedy White House had |

been awarc of the assassination plot
was_conveniently deleted in a story
carried by a prominent political
journal. Mor was there much outcry
from the press when.the Kennedy
Administration was discovered to
have either passively or actively

“conspired in the assassimation at-

tempt or everthrow of Fidel Castro,
President Diem of South Vietnam,
and the president of Guatemala.
The role of the Kennedy Admin-
istration i Vietnam also seemed to

get convemently buried. Afler the’
_fall of Saigon™in 1975, one network

did a 2%2-hour special on Viernam.
A War That Is Fiushed, which
chromicled Amencan ivolvement
through five Presidents: Truman,
Eisenhower. Johnson. Nixon, and
Ford. Either the producers of the
program forgot to consult their al-
manacs and overlooked the exis-
‘tence of a President between
Eisenhower and Johnson. ‘or else
they hoped that this small omission
would help everyone forget that the
Kennedy Admunistraupn also did ats
part to further involve the nation in
the Vietnam quagmire.

Clearly in such matters the media
must admit to the truth, or else be-
lieve in a double standard. The
press an large part chose the latter
option.” Wry. political cémmentator
Nicholas von Hoflman utdoubtedly
sensed this when he wr&(c the fol-
lowing piece- of rather penctrating
prose: “Tell us, all you folks who've
written so many, many: books about
those galden one thousand days when
you all swarmed out of Harvard.
Madison Avenue and Stamford,
Connecticut. to electrify us with your

-good taste. Tell us again, please, but

now put in about the gangsters and
whatever else was corrupt, ruthless,
cruel and illegal but which really
happeaed. Nomore Camelot, please™
Gbid., p. 117). Co

A Need tor More
Objective Detachment

Part of the problem with the major
organs of the press is that they are too
well integrated into the majnstream
of society. The days of the detached
independence of the fourth- estate
envisioned by our Founding Fathers

.

“seem to be fast vairishing. As Ralph
McGill. publisher of the Atlanta Con:
stitution, gemarked in 1965 “A dis-
turbing number of newspapers today:
sec nothing wrong in publicly stating
that they conceive their highest duty
to be thatof fitting themselves into the
life of the community. This means, of
course, that if a community 15 gov-
erned by *a corrupt and corrupting
group. the paper will it in with it”
{Robert Cinno, Don't' Blame the
People. Random House. 1971 p
234) -7 :

The desire to establish and main-
tain an “objective consensus” 1s an-
other reason the press tends o
follow rathér stereotypical -and un-
original formulas’-in 1ts reporting
‘habits. The object is o take a posi-
tion that the newsman feels s “'re
spectable ™ [Inevitably this process
filters out of the public conscious-
ness evenls, trends, or changes that

~may be tinged or colored with
shades ‘of unorthodoxy. (“ouplc
with this are the.evérapreséat pres-
sufes from advertisers, who become
very skittish when contemplating as-
sociating themselves 'with topics or
views which might jeopardize a
healthy profit margin.

Vitality is thén sapped from the
_leading opinion shapers. the system
becomes lnlcllccludl'ly wibred and
incestuous, and in the end a Frank-
ensteigstype of groupthmk is unwit-
tingky.created. News analyst
How‘gd K. Smith put his.finger oa
this ptéblem some tme ago when
he comimentéd: “Our liberal friends
have - become dogmatic. ... They
have a set of automalic rcuc(jnm
They react the way political car-
toonists do- with oversimplification
They're pleasing the Washington
Post, they're pleasing the editory of
the New York Times, they're pleas-
ing one -another™ (It Didn’t Start
With Watergate, p. 299).

Humans as a whole seem to crave
the comfort of conformity. This urge
is often satisfied by the creation of
pleasant-sounding myths which
have just\enough of a ring of truth
about them to alew us to Justity
their existence. Once created, these
myths die hard. In this respect the
press is not all that différent from
the restofus. O

.
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" creetly and confidentially provide a soundmg board when you need it most.

-

re you lonely? Tired of wrestling with marital or financial prob-
lems? Wish you had somebody to talk to? Maybe we can help.‘
The Worldwide Church of God has a counselor in your area
who's willing and able to lend an ear. He can patlently dis-

He can give you encouragement, ‘answer your questions about the Bible,
and let you kno'w when and where the Worldwide Church of God meets near

you. (Now there's a place you'll find hundreds of triendly people willing, to
reach /out—people just like you wito share the hopes and dreams you an
shagé—people who could end up being the best friends yeu've éver had.)

whether you need confidential counseling: or would just liketo know
where you could meet some happy. sharing people, pick up your phone e
and call now. There's no cost or obligation—we're here to serve you.

CALL (1)-800-423-4444° TOLL FREE
Oruwﬂoulllh.d:nunun‘lyou(unMMm)molcm_mwwmyw213577-5225colhct

.




PROPHECY

(Continued from page 13)

happiness and to life eternal. Man pursued his own ways
and devices, walking contrary to the spiritual laws of
God. Sin and violence filled the carth.

God Started His Nation With One Man

It was in such a world, which had strayed far from God
and knowledge of the glorious benefits of God's rule and
the worship of the true God, that one man was honest
and upright, submissive and teachable, strong and pur-
poseful. So God gave him a test command of obedience.
To this man, Abram, God commanded: “Get thee out of
thy counitry, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s
house, unto aland that I will shew thee: And 1 will make
of thee.a great nation” (Gen. 12:1-2).

Here was a command, which was a condition and a’
PROMISE, provnded the condition of obedience was
met..

And so now, as God had star(ed the whole world with
onc man, He started His own peculiar nation in. the
world from one single man—Abraham. As the world,
which has strayed far from God and the blessings of
God's worship and rule, was started with one man who
rebelled against God and rejected His rule, so God’s
own flesh-born nation, from which is to be reborn
the Kingdom of God, was started with one man who
ob]eycd God without question, and acceptéd His mne
ru

gld Abram stop to argue and reason? Did he say:
“Let’s reason this out a bit first; here | am in Babylon, in
the very center of all this world’s commerce, society and
" gaiety, Why can’t you just as well give me this promise
nght here, where cverything is pleasant and alluring?

hy must [ leave all this and go over to that uncivilized

%m quibble, resist, arguc. rebel?

He certainly did not! .

The inspired Scriptuge account statds  simply: “So
Abram’ departed.” Ther®”was no arguing with God.
There was no humag reasoping that God was all wrong,.
There were no foolish questions: “Why must 1 leave
here?” “Can't [ do as I please?” There was no stopping
to say, “Well, here’s the way I look at it.”

“Abram departed.” Just plain, unquestioned obedi-
ence!

And God established this man, whose name He later
changed to Abrahan, as the father of His nation, Israel!

. To Abraham and his descendants were all the promises
of God made. Arg we must become like Abraham, and
‘through Christ one of his children, if we are to inherit
the promise of eternal life in God's ngdom

Of His peculiar flesh-born nation, Isracl, the Etemal
said: “This people have 1 formed for myself; they shall

shew forth my praise”. (Isa 43 2]) That propheCy shall

.yet—and soon—be fulfilled!

Dual Promluo. to Abraham

Few have realized it, but a duality runs all the way
(hrough the plan of God in working out His _purpose
here below.

There was the first Adam, materidl and carnal; and
there is Christ, the second Adam, spiritual and divine.

- There was the Old Covenant, purely material and tem-

poral; and there is the New Covenant, spiritual and
eternal. God made man mortal. physical, ‘of the dust of
the ground and of the human kingdom; but through

st he may be begotten of God to become nmmonal :
_ spirijual, and of the Kingdom of God.

And in like manner there were two phases to lhe

* promises God made to Abraham--the one purely material -

and national; the other spiritua) ard individual. The
spiritual promise of the Messiah, and of salvation through
Him, is well known by the most superficial Bible students.
They know that God gave the spiritual promise-to Abra-

~ham of Christ to be born as Abraham’s descendant—and”
that salvation comes to us through Christ. But—and this *

willsound unbelievable, yet itis true—almost noone knows
what thai salvation is;. what are the promises of salvation
we may receive through Christ; how we may receive them,
or when—incredible though that sounds! But that truth
belongs in another article.

What is essential to the theme of this séries of asticles
is the fact that God also made another entirely different,
most amazing national and material promise to Abra-
ham which has:-been almost entirely averlooked.

Notice now again how God first-called Abram, and .
the twgfold nature of His promises; “Now the Eternal

had s€id unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and
from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a
land that I will shew thee: And: 1 will make of thee A

GREAT NATION. ., and in thee shall all families of the

carth be blessed” (Gen. 12:1-3).
Notice the twofold promise: 1) “I will make of thee a

- GREAT NATION"—the national, material promise that his

flesh-born children should become a great nation—a
promisé of RACE; 2) *...and in thee shall all the fam-
ilies of the earth be blessed”— the spiritual promise of
GRACE. This same promise is repeated in Genesis 22:18:
“And in thy seed shall all the nations of the carth be
blessed.” This particular “oné seed™ refers to Christ, as
plainly affirmed in Galatians 3:8, 16.

nghl here is where those who profess to be “Chris-

* tians"—~and their teachers—have fallen into error -and

scriptural blindness. They have failed to notice the two-
fold promise God made to Abraham. They recognize the
messianic_promise of .spiritual salvation through the
“one seed”—Christ. Thcy sing the hymn Standing on the
Promises—falsely supposing the promises to be going to
heaven at death. .
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-“This.is a pivotal point. Thns is the point where profes-
. ‘sing “Christians™. and their teachers jump the’ track of
truth. This is the point where they switch off the track

that would lead them to the missing master key to the °

prophiecies. The
promises of

. GRACE.
But the plain fact that the “great nation™ promlse
- refers alone to race—not the “one seed” of Galatians
3:16, who was Jesus Christ the Son of Abraham and the

yhmlss the fact that God gave Abraham
physical Race as well as spmtual .

Son of God, but to the plural, multiple seed, of natural *

fleshly birth—is made gertain by God’s repetltlon 0ﬁ1§
promise in greater detail later. P
Notice carefully! Understand theghpi'of%ses' . '{‘ﬁi
“And, when Abrdfn@vda ngxa}y yeais oldiand nmc, the
Eternal appeared to A,hram. nd,s:ud % lo&m 1 adnjthe
Almighty God; walk $efore-pe, and be thou perfect.
And [ will make my co¥enagt between me and thee, and
willmultiply thee exteedingly. . .. thou shalt be a father &f

MANY NATIONs. Neither sha,ll thy name any more be .~

called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a
father of MANY NATIONS have I made thce" (Gen. 17 I-
°s). ~

“Notice. the promise is now condmonal upon Abras
ham’s - obedlcncc ,and perfect living. Notice, the “gr&%,fw“ God supposed to have promlsed‘nn mhcnmnce out

nation”
nation. This cannot refer to the “one seed,” Christ.
following verses prove that.

“And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, atid 1 will
make nations of thee. and. kings {more than one] shall

now becomes many nations—more than on

come out of thée™ (verse 6). Notice, these nations and -

kings shall come out of Abraham—physical generation— *
multiple seed, not -just one. descendant through whom
scattered indiyiduals may be me Abraham’s, children- '
¥y spiticuale bEgetifl through™Ehgist TOAL 3:29) TH
muekd mdmdual’ Christians' do- ndt form NATION&

lj,qlrch itis i, is spoke ,{oy ugst\
h ,an holy nation” (I Peter 2: bu! rist’s Church
is not divided into’' “many nations. " Thls is speaku;g of
race, not grace.

“And I will establish my covenant between me ag_ld
thee and thy sced after thee in their generations 4
(Gen. 17:7). The “seed” is plural—“m their generations.™
“And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the
land whercin thou art a stranger, all the lind of Canaan
[Palestine], for an everlasting posscsslon and I will be
THEIR God™ (verse 8).

Notice, the land—material possesswn—ts promised to
the plural seed, of whom He is “their,” not “his.” God.
The plural pronoun “their” is used agam in verse 9:
“and thy seed after thee in their gencrations.”

But now examine this PROMISE carcfully!

The future of great natbons rests on the promises the
eternal Creator made to-Abraham. The only hope of life
after death for anyone—regardless of race, color or
creed—is dependent on the splmual phase of these

%I am God Almight)f: b

R

ydfﬁlscs to Abraham-—thc promise of grace through, the
one seed”— Chnst the Messiah!

How Much una-m Slze Natlons?

These are not casusl, mcndental ulumpc;rtmt promnses
These areppasic—the, l‘oundatlon for- the establishment of
the greatest world jpowers;’ the basis for any personal

salvation spmtu%y."fdr any hopcjof Béraal dife-6ap,..

Y

humans. These stupehdpus promlscs “he futuré of
Hiankind is base iy the Crédtor£¥5d, onthem.
’ﬁ*jeaus Christ cargg. “to coRifirm'the promises made unto
Afathers™ (Rn “15: 8)—wh|ch fathers were Abraham,
__l nd Jacob.

“vA carnal cynic, whose mind is hostile to God and His
pronuscs purposcs, ‘and ways, tosses these tremendous
promlses aside, saying flippantly, “Oh yeah?—but what -
kind of ‘many -nations’? Twentieth-century style? Na- .
tions of 100 million or more people? Don't be ridiculous!
Those men who wrote the Bible knew nothing of nations
that would. be ‘great’ by our twentieth-century, stan--
dards! They referred only to little nations like there were
then—nations. contanmng no more,, peoplc tha.n a small
township or county ¢

“And then-how much land did this® ptomlse mclude"

f;mtful and
multiply; a nation and a company of’
-nations shall be of thee,and kings shall
" come out. of thy loms ”J vk

Lt Tan v v

G \‘ '0‘ g B

n? -:,; \: . S

\o£+the land .of Canaan ds mmnéned in verse 8 of
Genesis 177 Agdi thenin g op:ua&ng this land to Jacob,
adl ﬂ\c‘qud"th was, ln 5 %ive land whereon
thouahcsl‘ i i 28: 13, ’How fiiuch land was that?
Not’ mgre tfan a tmy plot two fect wide, and about six
feet long!"”

A cynical objector actually argued thus! ~
. Salet's answer the sneeripg, closed-minded cymc!

Let's check carcfully, gnd see precisely what %as
promised under this phase of the promnscs.penammg to
race—the physical, material, national promises. | leave
the checkmg of the spiritual phase of the promucs to be
explained in other booklets or articies.

How much land was promnsed?

A Cynlcmnua -2

But first hear out the refutation of the criticizing cynic.
“That promise,” continues the abjector, “of ‘many na-
tions' was written in Hebrew, and the Hebrew word fof
‘nation’ is goi, and for more than one, plural, it is goiim.
It mcrely means some “people”—it wuld mean t 8

A
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little handful of Abtaham’s “children and grand- the Jews. Amazmg»as—rH:«r we, mivst do n or deny God’

" children.” - , ’ * promise! - ol
I mention this because a selt-professed “scholar” did God put Abraham to the test, and ,‘Abraham. lhrough
one time make this very ridiculous statement and profes- " faith, obeyed—even to being wnllmg to sacrifice his only -

. sed to reject this entire 4mportanl truth on these argu- _soﬁ if peed be. And after thit tite covenant 1o longer
ments primarily. If the reader cares. to check up on this  was conditiondl: Now it became: UNCONDITIONAL.

- chrcwgo: hewill find it means “nation™—or, in the plural, “By myself have I sworn, saith the Eternal, for BECAUSE
““nations” or “‘peoples,” without regard‘io size of popu- thou %ast.done this thing, and hast not withheld thy son,
‘lation. This isthe word most often used—a luallyhundreds_ thine oily son: that in b]essmg I will bless thee, and in

- of times in the Old Testament—for the various nations of ‘Tultiplying 1 will multiply thy seed as the stars of the
the world. includling the largest nations: In tRe prophecyof heaven, and-as the sand which'is.upon the sea shore: and_ .

Joel3, verse 2,God says He will gathez;‘all natlons "Thatis  thy seed, shall possess the. gate’ of -his enemies for, ds
speaking of a time yet future.-in this twentieth ccmury— ~correctly (ranslated in"the Revised Standard Vefsion,
and- the Hebrew goiim is used. There the word goiim  “And yow. "descendants shall possess the gale qQf their -
includes such nations as Russia. Germdny‘ lta}%, Chm’a - enepiesg The Fenton translation renders it: “And your

- Indua—pretty big nations. race shalt possess the gates of its enémies”—so far the

But God. promised that Abrahdms literal, human. material, nationial promnses of racgl;” and in thy seed :. -
fleshi-and-blood descendants should becomé “a great na- *_ {Christ] shall all the nations of the earth be blessed [this
tion™ (Gen. 12:2); thut He would “mulfiply thee ex-  promise is spiritual, of grace] because thou hast obeyed
ceedmg/v ((:cn 17:2); thar “thou shalt-be a father of  my voice” (Gen. 22; § 18). : .
maany nations™ (verse 4); and that “I will, make ihee ’ The promlse now is UNcondmonal ‘God has sworn to
exceeding fruitful, and 1 will make nations of thee” (verse . . make "W good. God does not promlsc these thmgs IF .
6). As we proceed along with other promises and proph- - ¥ Abraham or his children,do cegtain things. Hepromises "’
tcies, we shall see that biblical Janguage describes these . ,.them'to Abraham&ECAUSE he already has- péiformed his
as great and large nations. . Rarl of the agreement If:these promises could be broken

And how much land? In Genesis 17:8, God promised -~ ogannulled, th&it’no profitise in the Bible is sure! :
“all the land of Canaan.” but in other scriptdres H¢, ™ “These promlses ‘cammot be. proken or dnnulled Not |f.
promised much more. In Genesis 15:18: “In’ the same * il Be true tha; “heavcn and -easth shall pass; but my word.
day the Eternal made a coveMant with.Abram, saying, ‘shall. NOT pass away) Now God must perfomv HIS pdrl
Unto thy. seed have I given this land, from the river of .without faxl - .,

Egypt [lhc Nile] unto the great TlVCl",lhe river EUT _ . Notice an additional detail of the promise— the na-
phrates.” The Euphrates is a considerable distange to the N uons who are Abraham’s racial descendants are *fo pas- -
¢ast in the ancient land of Babylon, which'is today Irag—, . sess the gates of thenr enemies. A galéas a narrow’
considerably east of Palestine.. . passage “of entrance or exit. When speaking nationadly. a ’

- But all of this objector’s arguments are wrefuted and “gate” would be such a- pass as the Panama Canal, the

’ 'madc ridiculous by the very next verse from the ome he  Suez Canal, the Striit of Gibraltar. This:promise is
quoted when he said that alt that Was promised-was a - repeated in Gemesis. 24:60 to Abraham’s daughter-in-

- plot about 2.x 6 feet. He could have read this next verse:  law: “Be thou the:mother of thousands of millions: and
“And thy seed shall be as'the dust of the earth, and Yhou . let thy seed ‘possess -thc gate of those that haté
shalt spread abroad to the west, and to tht east,-and to them.” .
the north. and to the south™ (Gen. 28: l4) . .~ Notice, Abrphams desccndants would possess vnal

- Hore the sizé of the “many nations” is compared to geographlc passageways of their enemies,w“lhose thut
(hc number of grains_of dust of the earth. Elsewhere, ~ Hate them,” This hag never béen fulfilléd i the Jews, nor
God compared the populations of these promised na- éould’ it be. fulfilted’after Jesus Cheist returns to rujeethe
tions to the grains of sand on a seashore and Jo the . nations and establfsh worlg peace. This pr0m13e could »*

* stars - uncountable for multitude: - only be fulfilled in the present world or else we must *

As we proceed, the magnitude and th&realnty of these deny the Bible as God’s revealed Word. We ‘must look

. promlsu will become quite evident. N . fora peopledformmg mare, than-one ‘nation—yat all one

- ¢, children of Abraham either now dr in histor
Not F““m.d in Jews ) \pvel::)pdpo%css the sea egatcways of the. world, or we mus):v

_Again, notice © }ardully the .Ich have never been more  deny the Word of God. I is a test 0Of the inspiration of

than die: nation. They aresnot, and never have.been, - the Blblc and ofGodspower to rule this ¥orld! -~ -

many nations. So here is an amazing prophecy, a solémn . .

prouzlne frSin Almighty God, that go?.lldgnot)l;e fulfilled . A Nation ."d a Company of Nations .~ :

in, Christ; jg Christians, nor in the Jews. We must look - These tremendousn promlscs were repromlsea to lsaac
for a number of natiops apart from either the Churchor  and to. Jaoob Ishmael and Abrahams other sons were

'Y
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rejected from 1h|s birthright. Esau, Isaacs son and Ja-
~"cob;s twin brother, sold it and’was rejecled The-promase,
as conﬁrqu to ‘Isaac. is recorded’in’Genesis 26:3-5: “I
will be with.thee, and will bless thee; for unto-thee, and

unto thy seed. I will give all thiese countries® and I will .
perform the oath whnch I sware unto Abraham thy.

father; and | will make thy seed 10 MULTIPLY as the stars
of heaven- and will give unto thy seed all these coun-

- mex' " Notice! Twice God promised “all these coun-
/ tries™ That is mmillions of times larger than the 2 x 6-foot”
. plet our ‘Intellcuual cqucomended for Also, ]saacs .

dc‘sgcnddm.s‘wcrc lu “WLTIREY, as the, .mi-cs Jeliﬁ;avew-
.“That's.‘thousands’ Qf time»}a:ger than .gx uny ows
ship.™ -

. To Jacob it is repeatcd {h Gcnes.;s 27 26-29. -wﬁere

MATERIAL blessing of wealth in the things of the ground -

is added. with the prophecy that heathen nations shall
be tuled by the birthright nations of Israel. “Therefore

God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness -
[margin: fat places], of the’earth, and plenty of cornand
wine:glet people serve thee, and nations bow down to

Jthee: be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother’s sons
“bow dowi to thee: cursed be every one that curseth thee,
_and blessed be he thdt blesseth thee.™

To Spreasi Worldwide '

And we find the promises again in Genesis 28:13-14,

where the added detail that these nations of Israel shall
eyentually spread around the world is recorded. “And.
behold.. the Eternal...said. I.am the Eternal God of

. Abraham thy father, and the God of Isadc: the land

whereon thou liest, to thee will [ give it, and (o thy seed;
and thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and thqu
shalt sprtad abroad to the west and o thc easl and to
the nosth, and to the south: .
The original Hebgew for,* sprcad abroad means “to
break forth.” This promise places no lipit on” how far
. east, west, north and south Jacob’s des¢endants should
spread. Thus it indicates they would spread around the
carth. This is’confirmed in Romans 4718 “For the prom-
ise, that he [Abraham] should bq the heir of the
worl .

But this is not 4 promnsc that Abrdhhm s dcscenddnts
should inherit, own, and possess the whole of the carth,
leaving nothing for Gentiles—that is, prior to the new
earth—but rather that. in years and centuries to gome.
they would spread a OCCUpy certain areas in various

parts of the earth. Y&, the hew earth—after the millen-,
o, nium-will be inhabited only by those who shall be

Abraham’s children through Christ (Rom.4:13).

" There is a phase of this prophecy heretofore utterly
overlpoked —not betdre understood. Indeed these bifth-
right Israclitish nations have spread to and occupied
various lands or areas in many locations around the
world. This oceutred after they were—721-718 8:C.—
driven in a captivity out of their own promised land of
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Samaria in_Palestine. . The next verses in Genesis 28
complete this phiage of the prophecy. “And! behold.”
God continued, “t am with thee, and will keep thee in all
places whither thou goest [God is here referring, not to
Jacob personally. but his descendants who were to
spread abroad in all directiony]. gnd will bring thee
again’into this land: for I will not leave thee, unul |
#chave ‘done that which I have spoken o thee of® {verse
MJS) \
+, This generally unnoticed, but ugmﬁcdm_pmphecy will
_b Jfulfilled at the second coming of Chnst. It 15 ex-
" ipléincd further in Jeremiah 23:7-8, and 50:4-6; 16 20,
.emd other prophecies.

- Rewomined to Jacob

Still {ater. God,
changcd to Israel, even further defining the makeup of
these “many nations™ thus: “And God said unto him, 1
am .God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply: A NATION
and a COMPANY. OF NATIONS shall be of thee..and *kings
shall come out of (hy loins” (Gen 35:11). The Mntfdtl
translation renders it “a nation, and a group of natigns.’
The Fenton rendering is “a nation and an Assembly of’
Nations.” The RSV translates it as in thc‘Au(h{mmd
" Version, above quoted. Sothe “many nations™ are even-
Aually, to take shape as a nation-one great, \xeahhy
- powcrful nation—and another company of nguona a
* group, gs commonwealth of nations.
Mark carefully this <rucial factd This iy h.nu if you
“are to p the all-important key to-atf ‘prophecy- the
very ke&» the real meaning of the unprecedented world
events of the present. This promise never has been ful-
filled in the Jews. It cannot be “spirifualized”™ away by
interpreting it as being inherited only through Christ. It

could not pertain to the Church, forthere is but one wrue |

Church acknowledged in the Bible, and it is not a nation,

° or a-group of nations. but one Church of called-out
mdmdualsé/auered through all nations. Yet this amaz-
ing promise MUST stand fulfilled, unless we are o deny
the Bible and God's sacred Word!

Here is the enigma of the ages! Is this a dlvmc prom-

. ise unkept? Thomas' Paine and Robert Ingersoll lost
faith in God “and rejected the Bible- because
they believed these nduondl promises were never ful-
filled. . .

The.very fate of lhc Bible as (ho revealed W()rd of
God-the evidence of the ekistence of God—hangs on
the answer to this momentous question. The Jewish
people did not fulfill these promises. The promises do
not refer to ffe- Church. The world with its great church

leaders does not know of any such fulfillment.'Did God ,

fail? Or has He made good this colossal promisg
unknown to the world? The true answer is the moft
astonishing revelation of Bible truth, of prophecy, and of
unrecognized history! O

(To Be Contmued) o

appeared to Jacob whose name was
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*"DOLLARCRISIS

(Continued from page 6)

would prefer to get its money some
other way will not earn us the good
opinion of mankind; it will get us a
reputation as chiselers. And...we
can’t gej away with it much longer.”

Enter the ECU and Prophecy’

Author Mayer also predictéd that
sooner of later the .wefld’s major
tradipg nations wo o find a

way lo spread the reserve function
of the dollar around a group of
other currgncies.

* This new method--coming much
sooncr than Amcrlcdns realize--1s
already on the drawing boards.

One week before the Bonn sum-
mut, at a conference of Common
Market heads of government in Bre-
men, West Germany., - Chancellor
“u.hmld( unveiled his plan for a
“zone of currency stability™ in Fu-
rope. Cosponsor of the scheme is
France’s President Valéry Giscard
d’'Estaing

The Bremen agreement calls for
each country jowning the European
_monetary system - which will alsq be
open to countries outside the Com-
mon Market (such as Sweden, Swit-
zerland and Norway)- to place 20
percentof its gold and dollar reserves
in a central pool which Will be de-
nominated in “Europgan currency
units,” or ECUs. The EGU’s value
will be close to that of the dollar but
will not fluctuate like the dollar.

In addition to this pooling of gold
_and dollars, each country will add a
“comparable sum of its own cur-
rency—francs, marks, pounds, lire,
etc.—to the central reserve, which
could then have at its” disposal
something like $50 billion—more
than the reserves of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund.

According to the thinking at
Commeon Market headquarters, the
major features of the ECU plan, if
approved at the December Com-
mon Market summit conference in
Brussels, could be put into force as
early as this coming January 1. And,
as the - Wall Street Journal of July
12, 1978, adds, “As early as five
years from now, \predlct the most

optimistic aides, the Common Mar-
ket could be ready for work on a
single European currency to replace
the existing national currencies,
right down to actual paper money
and coins.”

Impai:t ot Schuman Plan

Don Cook, Paris correspondent for
the Los Angeles Times. was quick {o

recognize the awesome import of
™he new monetary scheme. He lik-

ened 1t in scope to the Schuman -

Plan of 1950 which launched the
European Coal apd Steel Commu-
nity, forerunner ‘of today's nine-na-
tion Common Market. Reported
Cook: “Byv agreeing to create a new

“A disciplined European
monetary bloc . . . would
provide the basis for a
single European currency
that could eventually
take over much of the

dollar’s role as an -
international medium
of exchange.”

New York Times
Ju_/_y 30, 1978

.
European monerg system, the
Common Market heads of govern-
- ment took what will probably turn
out to be the greatest leap forward
in European umly sinde the Sc:huL
man Plan of 1950.”

‘Cook noted another parallel to
the historic Schuman Plan. *Again,”
he said, “it is the result of a con-
vergence of the interests of the two
nations that are at the heart of
everything European—Wes( Ger-
many and France.”

And again, Cook also noted, the
British were upstaged by the bold
German-French strategy and had
reservations about joining in. Said
‘Cook: “Whether Great Britain de-

cides to join er not, France and West
Germany clearly will go ahead with
the monetary scheme. Britain is
therefore in'much the same position
as when the Schuman Plan was
adopted in 1950. Britain'stayed. out,
and thcn took 20 years to join Eu-
ropc

Doliar Skid Forced the Issue

It is known that Herr Schmidt was
originally quite cool to the ECU idea.

head of the European Commission
and a leading exponent of the idea.
again brought up the concept of a
common monetary system at an £C
summit in Copenhdgen in April.
Schmidt still had his doubts.

In the succeeding moaths, how-
ever, Schmidt, witnessing the una-
bated slide of the dollar and the
inexorable upward pressure on the -
mark, changed his mind. At a secret
meeting in Hamburg in June, the
chancellor and the French president
agreed in principle on the new mone-
tary alignment and arranged o
jointly push.for it at ‘the Bremen
conference. (British Prime Minster
James Callaghan has criticized the
secrecy in which the plan was devel-
oped begween Franceand Germany)

In Bonn the Germans and French
briefed the American delegation on
the outlines of the monetary union,
stressing that it was not intended as
an anti-American gesture but that i
had -been given great impetus be-
cause of the dollar’s decline. Presi-
dent Carter was noticeably cool to
the whole idea and deelined 0 give
it his endorsement.

American reservalions or not,
Bonn and Pans have set their-course
resolutely. And the Germans, espe-
cially, are flexing some diplomatc
muscle to correspond with their eco-
nomicstrength-A dispatchin the New
York Times of July 30, 1978, madc
this new fact of history abundanily
clear: “President Carter and other
Western leaders wanted him
[Schmidt] to expand the German
economy faster than he considered
prudent, sucking in more imports,
boosting world trade bul risking re-
newed inflation. Mr. Schmidt refused
to do this, offering only a modest
stimulus. . . . Instead, he had already

When Britain's Roy Jenkins. present .
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chosen to spend .Germahy's trade
surplus—the fruit of its economic
strength—on financing the further
unification of Europe and increasing
his country's diplomatic authority
within Europe and abroad. .

The powerful political 1mpact of”.
the German leader’s decision on the
monetary plan was also npoted in
this same Times dispatch: “The real’
issues at stake are as much political
as economic. A disciplined ‘Euro-
pean monetary bloc. underpinned
by the Common Market's reserves,
would provide the basis for a single
European currency that could even-
‘tually take over much of the dollar’s
role as an international medium of
exchange. . ..

“The indcpendent line West Ger- .
many is starting to také in foreign
affairs acquires wider significance
" against the background of ths
United States’ fading world hege-
mony and Europe’s increasing pros-
perity. It is ,yet another sign that the -
balance -of power and influence
within the West is shifting.”

Protecting the Mark

The Germans will be, by far, the
biggest single “contributor to the
monetary pool. The normally pru-
_dent Germans are willing to make
this commitment for a solid self-in-
terested reason. Reports Business
Week magazine, July 31, 1978: “For
Germany, setung up a currency
union based around the mark is a
way of protecung its export com-
" petitiveness. It the European cur-
rencies float collecuvely against the
dollar, any dechne 1n the dollar that
pushes up the mark would also push
up the-franc. the guider, and the
other currencies of Germany's Eu-
ropean (rade partners. Germany
would thus retain its com-
petitiveness at least within Europe,
which absorbs half of its exports.
More important, Germany could
dictate conservative fiscal and mon-
etary policies to Edrope by control-
ling the new fund.”
The French, and others in the
monctary union, will be able to
access to the 18 billion marks
. (abo t $9 billion) in the pool-but
for*a price: They will have to get

Closing inon
One Trillion

The Nationai Debt has dou-
bled+in the last nine yeirs.
At the current rate of in-
crease, it will double again
in another five. .

The National Debt:

by Gene Tikasingh

1943 1976

Chart
r——

W7 978 1.
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their inflation rates to lhe low Ger-
man level.

And with all the currencies in Eu-
rope floating in concert against the
dollar, what will happen to the dol-

“lar? The Business Week article sug-
gests: “For the U.S., the praposed
currency union can enly spell more
trouble for the dollar . . . the fund
will openly advertise that it has 18
billion marks available to anyone
wanting to dump dollars. ... And
once the ECU becomes a reserve
currency, that, too, -will be bought
for dollars.™

cluded soberly by adding: “Unless

radical changes in US. fiscal and
monetary policies, the long-term ef-
fect on the dollar will be to send it
the way of sterling.”

_ Thus, instead of halting the de-
cline of the dollar—one of the offi-
ciabyeasons for launching the
ECU—a new, stable, much desired
European’ cur?ency heavily backed
by gold (which is steadily increasing
in value) and deutsche marks could

theic ¢conomies, in shape, reducing

s

of dcplhs' . _ SN

The Business Week article con-.

the European challenge is met by |

send the dollar reeling to unheard- .

It-makes one wonder what hap.
pened to those monetary experts i’
the United States who thought that
gold was simply a “barbaric relic.” a
leftover from the Middle Ages, and
whp advocated periodic sales of the

US. gold supply to demonstrate -

“confidence” in the dollar. Nesrly
all the gold from these sales, in-
cidentally, has ended up in the
vaults of Europe’s céntral banks.

These banks now hold in reserve
half of alt the world’s monetary
gold—18,000 of the 36,000 metric
tons. Only 9,000 metric tons remain
in U.S. Treasury hands.

" Britain at the'Crossroads

It is not enly the Umited Jtates
which is being forced to look down
the barrel of a loaded economic
gun. The sudden swelling support
for a European Monetary Union
has clearly cofme at a bad time for

‘Britain as well. Public support for

the Common Market has-dropped
to its lowest level ever in Britain.
Many experts feel that the mone-
tary plan:represents an unaccept-
able compromlse of prized -Briush
sovierelgm‘y Yet not to jojn could be
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the dculﬁ knell of Britain’s econ- -

omy. Reported the Daily Telegraph
of July 24, 1978: “The issue is of the
gravest lmport‘mge A decision to
join would mean Britain giving up
much of heér economic indepen-
dence from Europe.... But to stay
out could mean condemning the
country to second-class political and

economic status in Europe in the

foresecable future.”
Which way will Britain turn? Per-

haps one mdication was given ear-.

lier this vear when British Foreign
Minister Sir David Owen, in a
speech noted for its sufprisingly un-
compromising tone, declared that a
fully federated Europe was an un-
realistic goal for the foreseeabld fu-
turc.
unniistakably clear that Britain still
has natonal iterests uppermost in
mind. Hé¢ condemned “full-fledged
federalism™ as “unrealistic andeto
some extent mythical.”

Other British officials on other oc-
casions have’cautioned that tighter
links with Europe-such as tying
into the proposed joint currency
float against the dollar--could dam-
age Britain’s “special rclauonshlp
with the United States.

A Continental, Catholic *Empire"”

Though Britain may decide to opt
out of the monetary alignment. the
Republic of Ireland: on the other
hand, is very interested in it. The
Irish have been consistently more
pro-Common Market than the Brit-
ish.

Shoujd Britain refuse to cooper-
ate in the new monetary arrange-

. ment. the alternatives facing lreland
would be to withdraw as well or to
break the parity link with sterling
and tie 1 with the stronger Euro-
pean currencies.

*“In such circumstances,” reports
London’s - Financial Times of July
14, 1978, “the temptation would be
for lreland o break the link. The”
Republic tends o see its historic

destiny as moving closer to Europe |

and away~rom Britain.

" . “There could be practical advan-
tages as well as the boastto national
prestige and pride. [And] with the
" European reserve of 50,000m (50
billion] dollars to protect its cur-

In his speech he made it

rency. the Irish poun& might rise
higher than sterling.”

Thus. before too lorig we could
sce a whole new Europe arise, one
primarily continental and Roman
Catholic in character, revolving
around, (ermdny and France as its
economic base, with-Protestant Brit-

~ain and possibly, also Denmark
(whére public interest in the Comg-*

mon Market is also waning) on the
outside lookirg in. It is notewerthy
that Catholic Spain and Portuggl. as
well as Orthodox Greece, are mak-
ing steady progress in their efforts to

link up with the Europcdn Commu-

7

mly

Into this Lqu‘m(m oHcourse One: |

- -

" The dollar—and the
United States as a world .
power—are on the way
down and out.
The end-time events
prophesled in the book

of Revelation are -
“rushing in on an
unsuspecting world.

.

_ must now also add the future pol-

icies to be enacted by the new pope.
John Paul L

There are preseantly nine memhers
of the Common Marke( If, as ex-

-pected, Spain, Portugal and Greece |

link up. the membership would be
increased to twelve. But if, in addi-
tion, recalcitrant members Britdin
and Denmark opt.out, the Commu-
nity would be left with ten member
states. ’

End-Time Roman System

The pages of The Plain Truth maga-
zine have warned continuously of
the emergence of 3 last, end-time
revival of the. Roman Empirc—a
union of ten kings dominated by a

giant religious system (Rev. 17:3.
“12-13).

This system is plctured in the Bible
as having great economic power, with
its tentaclesstretching throughout the
whole earth. Notice Revelation 18:3:
... the merchants of the carth are
waxed rich through the abundance of
her delicacies.” She will eventually
become so huge that when she finally
reaches her end, merchants around
thie world will “weep and mourn™
(verses 11-15).

In the Old Testament. the twenty-
seventh chapter of the book of Eze-
“kicl :describes this. same system. ke-
fertmg m s bol to’ the- U‘ddlng

wer anucnl ‘city- bldl& o!
" Tyre. * .

It is also_ifitéresting that (h«. sys=
tem that will emerge eventually in
Europe is called WJthe ‘beast™ and -
that this “beast” will have a “mark.”
without which 'no one can buy or
sell (Rev. 13:17). -
* While the so-cdlted “mark of the
beast” has primarily a religious con-
notation, it is-worth noting that the
German mark will be the kingpin
currency behind a new European
monetary system that is destined to
finance much of world trade. and
that international commerce may
literally be impossible without ac-
cess to and use of this “mark.”

In this light, consider also this
quote from the Wall Streer Journal
.of July 12, 1978: “While exact rales
[for the monetary umon] are yet o
be drdfted by European finance
ministers and Common Market
aides for a political decision in Re-
cember, planners emphasize that
the influence of discipline-conscious
West Germany can be counted on
to prevent reckless creation ol re-
serve money. ‘This will be a pow-
erful beast. but a hnghly controlled
beast,’ says one planner.” -

Time is indeed short. The dollar.-
-and the United States' as a world
-power—are ‘on the way down and
out. Thé ‘end-time events.aproph-
esied in the book Ot Revelation are

. rushing in on an unsuspecting
world. (Write for our free -booklet
The Book of Revelation Unveiled At .
Last so you wnll not be caught off .
guard!)

Prophecy races oug, O

44

The PLAIN TRUTH October-Novémber 1978




ON EARTH

(Continued from page 3}

darkness was caused by his great

supersin and that of his angels. But

God is the very symbol of lig-u--of
truth—of beauty. So on the very first

day of what is often called “creation
week™ God changed the earth’s sur-.

face from darkness. ugliness. decay

and uvnfuxlon w light. beauty dnd
harmony.

1 cannot Cmphdbll@- too strongly
the fact that God is the author of .
beauty—of quality - of perfection.
Satan is the guthor of ugliness. infe-

" riority impr rfection. cheapness, des
struction. In &he six days of .

" renewing the face of-the eartdr and
- lavishly dcu)mtmg it with ﬁora and

" fauna; God made 1t huuulul glor|~
ously bcauulul‘

God had now u)mplclcd renewt
ing the face of the “urih. preparing -
it to become the abode of man.

The Creation of Humankind .

And now was to come the crowning
piece of God’s handiwork- MaN!~
“And God said. Let us make man in
-our image. atter our likeness. ... So
God created man in his own image. in
the ‘image ‘of God ¢reated he him;
male and female created he them™
(Gen. 1:26-27).

But why did God create man?

Here is a truth- pca aps,never be-
fore understood by gun. Look now
at God’s supreme. Nerall purpose. -
As He had previously surveyed the
‘colossal cataclysm that the angelic
tebellion had produced. He must
have realized that o left HiMSELE as,
the ONLY Being who will not dndf{_
CANNOT SIN' The only possible as- 3
surance of accornplishmig His gredl
“purpose of finishing the creation--
populating and beauutying the en-
tire universe -.was for Him 1o repro-
duce Himselt.

But what part could min possibly ,.
have in such un awesome purpose?
Notice what ng Pavid was in-
spired fo write: "0 Lord our Lord,
how excellent is thy name in all the
earth! Who hast set thy glory above
the. heavens. ... When, | consider
thy. heavens, the work of thy fingers.
the ‘mooa and the stars, which thou

hast ordained: whar is $UI1, that
thou art mindful of him?" (Psalm
8:1-4.) Marveling at.the entire cre-
ation, David-had asked -how God
could take' any account of puny
man. ~ )

Contiaue:
him a little lower than the angéls.
dnd hast crowned him with glory
and honour. Thou mddebl him to

* have dominion over the works of

thy hatfds: thou hast put all things
under his feet. ... O Lord our Lord.
how excellent is thy name in all the
carth!” (Ps.8:5-9,) - |
David here fimited man's domm-
<ion to the present-that ‘which God-

gave mankind at his creation—the

solid earth. the earth’s atmosphere,

and the waters dnd sea. That is the: -
. dominion that man noy:has!- - ol

But in the New 1csumcnt writ-
ten 'much later. & far grc..ncr destiny
and dominion for man is revealed.

The Transcendent Goal

In the bodk of Hebrews, we read:
“For unto the angels hath he [God]
not put in subjection ‘the world to

" come, whereot we speak™ (Heb. 2:5).
. The theme of the first half of this

chapter, in context, is “the world to
come™ thé world tomorrow! Then
verse 6 follows on with a quotation
from the first six verses of the eighth

Psalm. Again David was specifically”’

showing that God has now placed in
subjection under man the solid earth,
* the earth’s atmosphere or air. and the
sea. But the writer of Hebrews is
inspired to follow with something in-
jmnel; greater something to happen
in the world to come.
The revealed knowledge of God's
purpose tor. mankind of man’s in-

, credible, awesome potential stag-

gers the nmdgmauon Science knows
nothing o'it- n&'religion reveals it—
and certainly higher education is in
utter ignorance of it.

Continue now in this passage in
Hebrews, beginning where this New
Testament book leaves off quoting
the eighth Psalm and adds the awe-
some humdn potential: “Thou hast
put all things in subjection under his
[man’s| feet. For in that he [God]
put all in subjection under him

[man]. he [God] left nothing that is

not put under him™ (Heb. 2:8).

“excluded? In the first chapter, verse

“For thou hast made | “verse.”

-that He has decreed the entire uni-.

- this same eighth verse:
| . see nor ver all things [the endless

_membcr

“But we see Jesus: who was made a

-needs millions or billions of perfect

- himself that he cannot sin? O

Is it possible God could mean
what He says—"all things™? Nothing

3. the Moffatt translation of the
Bible renders the Greek word that is
lrdnsldled “all lhings" as “rthe uni-

In other words. lor those willing:
to believe what God says. He says

verse with all its galaxies, its count-
less* suns and planets—evervihing—
will be put under man’s suBjection.
But wait a moment! Betore you-
disbelieve, read the next words in
“But now we

universe] put under him [man).” Re-

this s spcdkmé of the,

“world 1o come” —not today’s worlyl.
But what do we's¢e’ now.: mddy

littte lower than the angels for the
suffering of death, crowned with glory
and honour.”. .. ™ (verse 9). Man,
other than Christ, is not ver crowned
with glory and honor. But he will be in(
anew age—yetin the future.

- This is only a brief inkling of the
fantastic, awesome. transcendent
purpose of man only one of the
many passages in the Bible that de-
scribes his incredible potential. God-

and ‘righteous beings. governed by -
His divine government, to complete
the creation of. in all their beauty,
majesty and glory, not only the other
planets of our solar'system (npw in
utter waste and decay), but also our’
galaxy. afd countless other galaxies
of the limitless, vast universe. .

1 have yet to tell you of the in-
cident of the forbidden fruit in-the
Garden of Eden—where man” went -
wrong- and why he was: created of
matter, the dust of the ground. Ex-
pect surprises as you learn more of
the crowning pinnacle of even God's
unmaltched creating powers.

How could the great God—the
Self-Existent One—the Creator of all
else—reproduce Himself into mul-
tiple millions of others just “like
Himself—divine, supreme in_power,
perfect in character—each by “his
own--choice, perfectly like? mmded
with the Father, each having so set

(T7 Be Gonunyed_)
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oy ‘ EChildren. wili-send o irest parents as parents haveltisated them.*
Turhe Wm punentireclrlizstion moy be determined by the quaiity of ime

il the above are true. Want to know why? Like 1o read  Questions and Amore. For your

about “fighting fair'" in marriage? Closing the gener- copy, use the ‘anvelope inside this o ;:.;“,,;.»_’_ 0
. ation gap? How"to draw your family closer fogether? magazine or send the cgupﬂm'be HAPPY EALIL S
If you do, the free bookiet Building a Happy Familly (from  low 1o our office &g : :
which the above queotes are taken) discusses all these  insige front cove
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