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* for His purpose

- AMBITION 10 make something of my-life-

"
N

Now It Must

Be Révealed—

| How the Worldwide Church of God Began' ;

owit must be revealcd—lhc true story of how -
Jesus Christ prepared His sefvant far in
advance-—then called him in poverty and
hunger --and the history of the struggle to

raise up this era of God's Church in financial stress and

on sheer living FAITH!

As-a young man, | had becn successful in the
advertising profession: earning, while still in my twenties,

1. an incomg comparable o' $150,000 a year today.

~ 1 was then unconyverted and proud—ambitious and full
of self-contidence. | did not then know Jesus Christ as
personal Savior, Lord and Master and coming King! .

The living Christ well knew that before He could
effectively use me. | had t0.be humbled, subdued,
CONQUERED by Him. I kflew now that God had guided
my life from the béginning, preparing His future servant
even as He had prepared Moses, Job,
:Paul and others, in advance. Even in my birth, rearifg,
~and <carly business life, He was guldmg me.

~When'l was-age 16, my cmployer in‘my first summer
Job away from hume sparked in me the flame of
—and with.it;
‘the willingriess and determination o work hard” und pay
“the price of success.

Wth [ waus 18, a2 book_culled ¢ fmmmg a Vumuun

put ine through a self- “analysis, lmdmg me o Lhooac the

advertising protcsxluﬁ

I had,developed an intense. drivi ng-cnergy, .| studied .
‘mghls\ learned by experience during the day.

By age 25 | wu» well established, with _my_own oftice -

in Chicago’s downluwn Loop, s a successful publisher's )
- representative in ‘the*banking hdd My busiaess Lon(dcu

were with ofticers of the n.ulun s great ‘banks on South. .

. 'LaSalle Street and on-Wall. Sireet in New York -ynd

with presidents and board ch.urm«.n of many Mldv'cat

industrial- corporations. ’

-+ L was married atage 25 tothe wtfe | \ms l.ncrw know God
had selected for me—a marriage thatlasted 50ygars. --unu|

- death dcd par( us.She wa.\llu. hclpl m.cdcd

" But a flash depresaxon in ]920—whcn [ was 28»—pul
my major cllems (industrial corporauons) into
receivership. Ninety percent of my income was lost m -
that dépression. - .

But [ had acquured the businéss training which was
later to'be necded in the Work of the living Chmist. And
I had become proud. God did not make His calling”’
known to me at that stage. First: Christ took me through
a humbling experience. By 1926 | was in Portland,
Oregan, reduced to poverty, hunger, wearing threadbare
clothes. Then a pair of supremely important chdllengcs
came. God's time had come to call me.

I was taken through the humiliating experience ol'
finding that everything | had believed, or perhaps better
stated, taken for granted. about God and the Bible was
proven wrong: By spring 1927, my mind: had been swept
- clean of the religious beliefs [ had carelessly assumed,
and Jesus Christ had come into my life.'Self- t.unhdo.nu _
was replaced withea living FAITH. | was infdesperate’
financial straits. | had taken a real beating. | had been
_congurket by Christ Jesus. | repented, was baptized

and-a totally new life b(.gotu.n wuhln me. .

When | was baptized in the spring of 1927, I=rccuvc.d
the supreme gift of God's Holy Spirit. God's TRUTH. was
bemg opened 1o me., God lud now callud me. :md put me
. in His Work.

| wis used by “Jesus Christ; in 1933 1n mmng up ‘the

* parent church of the Worldwide Church of God: 1 had .
hitchhiked- -or walked  to hold services in a one-room

[y

.. country schdolhouse cight -mifes west of Eugene, Oregon.

My one ‘pair. of shocs had holes in the soles. | %aid, in

humar, 1 have a suit for cvery day of the week - and

-, this-is it!” My wife was wearing her younger sister's
! c.lsl -off" clol‘nu. Qur children had been sent to school

ry. It was then the midst of the Great Depression..

) Ch rch brethren' took up 4 collection’ to buy me a new
suit of clothes.  *

“But .now GOD was \Ismg mie! 1 had :.t.mcd -
bro.ldc.xsllng ata ux.l of S2 50 . (C onlmu('d on pugv 18),

«'A
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_PROOFS
OF GODSTRUE

>

HURC

.

Where is the one and only true (hurcll today—the Church. founded by Jesus Chnsl m A D 3/ ? ,

Seven major eye-opening proofs uiennf) it unmistakably.

by Herbert W Armnlrong .

The first”five proofs uj the ttue
Church appeared in the February,
March. April, and May Plain
Truths.: This installment continues
with praog number six .

Pt Six:
WHAT AND WHY
THE CHURCH?

e
hen we-come ta the
fauestion,: WHAT and
wiy is'the Church, ity
: indocd. ..asmnu.hmg lh.u
1hc onc orginal true Church of God,
stifl éxtant afier 1 900.years of perse-
cution, opposulmn martyrdam,
remainy UNIQUFin-having the answer.
"o The real PURPOSE and function of

| the Church is as Intle undegstood as

- the knowledge of who and whut God

- is; what and why MAN is, what wis

1" the gospel of “Jesus Christ, the gov- .
cramenm . of God and His supreme .,

- credtive achievement--holy righ-
1cous ( lMIlA(‘THl :,

N

Isn’t it jncongruous? Man invents
. numerous religions for the worship of
God- -yct doesn’t know "WHO of
WHAT God is. Man doey not know

T what sk is'! Or why! Seven hundred

mltion who do not know the purpesc
or function of the church join “Chris-
tian” churches!

True. indeed ‘itsis, that the whole
world hiis beén DECEVED!

‘Ghurch Error Numiber One -

" The first and most widespread false
behel in this world’s churches is the
_} assumption that “this is God's

world- -that God dcspcr.uclwry--
mg to get gverybody “saved,”

“lost”
winming that battle! .

“But V) God is NOT Irying o™ get
cwr)bod) saved™: spiritually, nuw!
~And 2) those uncalled are NOT
SloAr - yust not jidged —viT!

--world out from which God's Church
_has been calied to be a separate, haly
“people.

P on e

while .
| Satan s, trying to keep uu)hod)' |
A6 that s true, Satan is surely

We need first 10 understand the,

- called no “favoris
stow upon them "His gm of clcrn.xl

Let me rcsmc it bncﬂy, 'Iho first

o .
man Adam was given lwo MUSTS: I)

toreject Satan’s way of “Ger™ and 2)
ta giw, himself to God's way of

“GEve" —~-the way of God's law --out-
flowing tove, thus devéloping: the
holy, righteous CHARACTER to quali-

rejected God as the Source of basic
knowledge andas the God to-be wor-

* shiped and obeyed. :

But let.it_now be emphasized lhm

when God scnlcncyd man; on Adam's .

choice, 10 6,000 yeirs of-being puf off
from God. the. Etemal retuned the

scrvlcc And, AIWAYN.-iR every

oFGont
God is oy
™ merely 1o be-

/¥ 1 restore the govunml.nl of (nod\ ’
oo earth. .
- But Adam rejected God's way He®

e

prerogative of specially calling o *
-Humsell those He-chose for special

_case-—those spccmll) called were - |
called for a-mnssion PREPARATORY |,
10 THE KINGPOM 0B GoD! |
Undcistand this"llu.r)om God -
called was chosen for a special mis- .
- siof PREPARING FOR THE KINGROM.

1 of persom He B

" Tre LA TRUTH
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" service to prepare for the KINGDOM
- OF Gop. .
... BUT, understand this also™ That
special mission or sefvice to which

to ‘QUALIFY him to reign and rule

KINGDOM—in THE WORLD TOMOR-
RrROW!
In ancient Old Testament [srael
“ only the prophets were called in this
sense. The Holy Spirit was never
made available to others in Old Tes-
tament [srael. The purpose for, the
special calling of that nation has been
“covered in proof number four.
. "Remember, God' creates in DUAL
stages. The first stage of man’s cre-
-ation was the physical stage. It be-
gan with Adam. The second phase of
man’s creation is the spiritual phase
and begins with Christ. }
As a group or natipn, lIsrael was
~ called under the physical stage of
man’s creation. The SPIRITUAL stage
began thraugh Christ with righteous
Abel, Enoch, 'Noah, Abraham, Isaac
 and Jacob and the prophets in Israel.
But av.a group-calling, the' Church of
. God begins the spiritual phase. .-
The Church was called for a very
special”'PURPOSE in preparation’ for

" realized from’thé tirst century uatil

"' the present generation.

Adam s Crntlon- Not' c_om'plotg‘

- The first, Kdam. formed altogether
from the. dust: of the ground, was
givén a.spirit to¢mpower the human
brain with inteliec

But he was uuompleu'-~ he was
~-the Holy bptm of God. Old Tes-

- H Iy.bplm
an, posscssing
. man spi\'jl_."' is,. truly,

there"- yet he: is unaware: of the
“faet., He is o natural-born carna): per-

inmd o

's"alvation.‘Each_ has been called for -

. ¢ach called-out one has been chosen .
. was Gob’s MEANS of developing in .
- flim_ the holy, righteous CHARACTER -

“ with and under- Christ in God’s -

‘the KINGDOM---a purpase not fully

7" This was ex:.
plained fully in prool number fheee. -

cn..m.d t6 need also’a second Spir-.-
l'\mmt Isracl “‘was’ not gwun God's .
ssing only thc one “hu-
“not -all .
[ son. He hay onlthc phqual carnal .
- And wha says God of tuc curml_
mmd’ IC, s, Hostile against'(God and, |-

nol subject to the. Jaw “of God, |
o2 neither indced can be® (Romans

8:7). Also,, as Jercmlah explamed
this natural carnal mind is deceitful *
and desperately wicked (Jeremiah
17:9). Hundreds of years of Old Tes-
tament Israelitish experience proved
this! They were given Gqd’s revealed

knowledge which was- hidden from - |

other nations, yet they rebelled and
sinned even above other nations!

The World into Which Jesus Came ,

It was into such a world—and to
such a‘pcople (Judah)—that ‘Jesus
came. “He came unto-his own, ang
his own received him not” (John
1:11). .

First, before teaching or preaching
His gospel of the Kingdom, Jesus had .

- to QUALIFY to restore the GOVERN-

MENT OF Gop and cstablish the
KinGgpoM oF ‘Gop. In the most- ti-
tanic battle ever: fought for the.
greatest stakes in the universe, Jesus
overcame . Satan, rejected Satan's
“GET" way, proved 100 percent obe-

dient and loyal to God (Matthew-4:1-
1y, - j : _
He called chose the disciples

. He trained to be His apostles.

Then He said, *. . . Thou art Peter,.

| and upon this rock I will build .my
“church; .and the gates of “hell [the
grave] shall not prevail against it.

And I will give unto thee [His-chi&f
apostle] the keys of ‘the kingdom of .

heaven: and whatsoever thou shaly 1

bind: on carth shall.be bound in heav-’

" en: and ‘whatsoever fhou shalt loose
| on earth shall be loosed in heaven™ |
(Matthew 16:18-19).. Plainly Jesus -

was speaking to one man, His. chilel

- apostie,. when He ‘spoke of binding

and loosing — not 1o the Church.
For 3% -years Yeésus taught His
apostles-to-be about the Kingdom of |

- God.

church Members Must QIu'allty
Thc. first Adam m order loquahfy 10 ','

“testore the GOVERNMENT OF GOD on®™.
*carth, had to overcorce Satan-—Sa-

Lan's way ("GT")--and prove obc-

 dient to- -GodsAdam failed.

* Christ, the second Adam, had to
quallfy by overcoming ‘Satan and
proving: _loyalty ‘to- God .%I God’s

. way.‘He QUALIFIED! .

Bach oné in the Chirch musl also

qualify in order. to sit-on Chyist’s |

"‘ummc \mh Htm!*‘And he that over- |

0

. cometﬁ [Satan], ind »keebeth .my. '
_works unta the end, to him will I gjve.

power over the nations: And he shall—
rale them with a fod of iron..."”
(Revelation 2:26-27). Again, “To
him that overcometh [Satan] will [

‘grant to sit with- me in my throne,

even as | also overcame {Satan], and

“am set down with-my Father in his

throne” (Revelation 3:21).

I have shown that the whale world, -
except those specially called by God,
is cut OFF frtom God—cut off from

-access to Him who has eternal life to

give. Jesus CONFIRMED THAT plamly
and definitely. He said,. “NO. MAN"
CAN comie to me, except the Father
which hath sent me draw him..."
(John 6:44). No scripture can or does
nullify that! All others are cuT OFF.
from God. No one of them caN COME
toChrist! : .0

- The Church ot God Foundad

Jesus was crucified, rcsurrectcd after
three days ‘and three nights in the
tomb (another incidental prodf of the

one true Church), and after 40 days .

ascended to the nghl hand of God in
heaven.
Then, on_the day of the Feast of

‘Firstftuits (Pentecost), A.D, 31, God

sent_the Holy Spirit in an-.amazing -

displiay, founding.His Church! -

The number of disciples who stjll
believed after Jesus' 3% “years of
preaching was a mere” 120-{Acts

‘IIS) . ®

.. They werc all with one accord
in onc place. . And suddenly there

came a sound from heaven as of a’

rushing mighty wind, and if filled all

. the house where they were sitting. . |-
And there appeared unto them clo-

ven tongues like as of fire, and it sat
upon each of them. And they were all-

" filled with:the Holy Spirit, and began
.o, speak with other. tongues,. as the
Spirit - gave thcm utlcrancc" (Acts
L2213

I have purpos«.ly unphawed cer-
tain words in this scripture, because

" it was a ONE-TIME-ONI Y, incident, [t
. ‘never occurred “before; It never has
- since. Modern “Pcnlccoslal" mect-

ings and "tongucs spcakmg are em-
phatically not'the same thing at all.

Notice carcfully! First, they were' 3

alt oj one aaord—soms.mmg ofien
{Coulmucd on pagc 43)
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One oj the world's Iargest drtesl and deast- populau’d regions is (‘aughl up in the eye of .an

international political storm. How the issue is resolved will have great bearing on the future of fiot .

only all sou!hem Africa but the economic well-being of the entire Western world.

r

.

. ne would think that South - |

West - Africa -

Namibia

‘moniy.known.these d
would be the moit unlike-
=y area ol theworld to be embroiled-

com-
ays as

in a dispute of major international

1. lmpnrl.um . ~

.

On the syrfdce, Namibia should

“not dulmml such high-
level attenugn. It s

one of the world's mos{ .

and and” undérpopu-
lated
“zero hour as approachs

ing for those who fiust

determine which form
of u\d;pgnduut, the
urnlon MII take. - -~

Mr Atmstronq‘s Vlnlh ;

R adc.re. ot l'he I'Jam
1 Truth magazine havé
~ been made continually

regions. " yet,’

b oy

4

by Gene H Hogberg ..

“aware of events transpiring in <Na-

mibia-as well as throughout all of
troubled” southern: Africa. In 1976,

the September and November issues

of The Plain Truth hid articles

- detaiting Indcptndcntc propomls'
~-thal were besag hammered out at' the )
time - in

the so-called “Turnhalle

v
conference™ in Wind(hot. .‘N.umbm s
administeative -center Jand - .ll‘ngl a
city. : )
This was a n.m.trk.ll.)lc .md X

cventsewould prove, tragically unsuc-
cessful “experiment, wherein for the

“first time dn the history of southern,
,Afnu whites and
..mmnd a table to dis- L

nonwhites, sut

cuss' the peaceful evo-

lutiom (o indepens - -

dence. The comerence: .
Wity »mnlar in many -
“respeets’td the confer-+
“ehee that nmdl,lud the

> Comsgtution of the

Uit St‘lltﬁ ) :

" Alshort while l.m.r ’

n March 1997, Plainr

“Truth Editor-in-Chiet,
_ Herbiert We JAsne .
*strong wis invited w0 -
-address. conferenge




" feaders in the histori¢ Turhhalle "

assembly building (named aftgr a
German assembly . hall). Mr. Arm-

strong - was the first “non-South-

Wester™ to be inivited to speak to the
Turnhalle conference” (Mr.* Arm-
strong’s appearange at the Turnhalle
was covered in the June 1977 issue of
The Plain Truth.) -

Mr, Armsirong reviewed before

“wthe delegates the entire span of .

human history: How that first Satan,
and subsequently the vast majority of
mankind, has rejected God's govern-
ment and the: laws of God. These
laws ure based upop kive- —outgoing

‘congern for the good and welfare of
- others. The law of God is, said Mr.

Armstrong, “the way ofserving, the
way of helping. the 'way of sharing,
the way of caring for others.” This
law il be the very cornerstpae of

the soon-conung Kingdom of God.

. Mr. Armistrong then told- the

delegates they had the ‘unique *
Sopportunity o form. @ government.
“nore nearly based on God's way of

life. “God help ydu o da the best
job that can be downe and to form
the finest goverunent that has ever

been formed in the history of
mankind on this carih*. A govern-
,ment, he added, that would be fair
- and usg. for gvery. -person in the

country, without ‘regard foc race or
any other consideration. .
~Mr. Armstrong’s words hl( homc

The Turnhalle delegates, listened in- |
tently.” Mr. Armstrong - said. after- -

wards that he had never spoken to
such an altentive audience.

Later that same month, the Turn-
halle conference produced a-draft of its
" constitution based uport the division of
powers and a unique three-level system
of government. The constitution guar-
anteed the rights of all of Namibia's
diverse population groups.

" Tragically, however, the Turnhalle. |

conference, as a governmental form,
came to naughl talthough it subse-
_ quently spawned, under the direction

" of Mr. Dirk Mudge. 4 multi-ethnic -

political party, the Degpocratic,

. Turnhalle Alliance™). This world-—

Satan’s wold - was. speeding ‘too
rapidly in the wrong direction.

Other forces dedicated to violence
and: revolution ‘were gaining ground.
More uf thrs later.

Diverse and Complex Land

Despite the storm cloGids gathering -

over Namibia, the outside world
knows little about the unique geo-
{.,mphu features and intriguing soci-

« Jasop Laure 1979-Woodfin Camp & Assoc

‘COLORFULLY CLAD Herero women
(left, opposite page) cast their ballots
in South West Africa's first universal
suffrage- election in December 1978.

Alliance), a party reprgsenting a cross
section of the territory’s many ethnic
groups. Center photo: Supporters of
the South West African Péople’'s Orga-

.hoek. SWAPO has both a recognized
mand. Above: DTA supporters gnthu-

sembly. Below, opposite page: The
most prominent political leader inside

of the DTA, who has worked tirelessly

-to forge a political alliance betweén
SWA 's-many dlve/se cu!lures and @th-
nic grOup&

t

abitants, called it “the lagd God
- nfade-in anger,” The name Narmbm
5 derived, from the coastal Namlb

olagical complexities of this ruuark\’ Desert, which contains the’ largest

- able land. Perhaps this is the reason

why the news mediainevitably over-
simplify the regl issug‘in‘vo!ch.
- Namekdd i approximately four:

“times the size of Great Britain (or.
. roughlythe arca of the three Ameri-

©can states of California, Oregon and
Wa»hmg(on combined).. Yet it hase

~only one-third- the ,annu.ll wuer

supply of lmy Israel.

So and is most of 1hc coumryude

- world:

- ‘Namibia’s total population-- -just-un;

* der one miflion people—--is very smalt.
But-though sparsely populated, the

matrix, which, in turn, seriously com-

¢thnic-linguistic groups, with many

‘Campaign poster urges voters to sup-
port-the "DTA" (Democratic Turnhalle

nization (SWAPQ) demonstrate in'Wind- ..

political organization- inside. Namibia -
gnd an externally based guerrilla com-

'siastically endorse their party, which
won a majority of seats in the new as- .

South West Africa is Dirk Mudge, head .

that the Bushmen, the: regipn’s first’ -

|"sand dunés of -any dcscn m the

With water such a limiting fa«_(or .

" territory has an extraordinary human” * |

/pllca(eb its polluqﬂ picture. "Namibia’
contains no less ‘than twelve distinct:




*

iy - EKS"CA.P VLS
. HEREROS. - )

‘White Settlamsnts

COIourad Townshlps .
Windhoek -

the economy, and is part of the jet
age. Yet in the remote interior there
is still a handful of Bushmen (San)
who make their living by hunting
and by gathering wild herbs and
fruit. An entire book—perhaps a
whole shelf—would be required to
do JUSUCC to Namibia's “ethaic di-
versity.”

And as far as politics is conccrned
no justice will be done if a formula
for independence  overlooks these

- fundamental human and historical
factors—as well as the remarkable

TSWANA |*
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progress . made in. recent
. years to overcome deep-
seated cultural differences
and prejudices. For in Na»
mibia, everyong is part of
a minority. Yet despite
- these facts there is now a
very clear and present
danger ofa political solu
tion” being imposed upon
all the people of Namibia
from the outside—upheld

AMap by Ron Grove

. BIG COUNTRY, SPARSE POPULATION, MANY PEOPLES: Less than one million

- people live in Namibia, but they are divided into twelye distinct ethnic' groups with -

diversé origins, languages qnd cultures. The traditional homeland areas of these
groups are p/c!ured here, although thousands of Qvambo, Herero, l{avango and
, Damara mer, and women cqntmua/ly migrate to far-off towns and farms in search of
work. Tiansportation lines are-almost exclusively linked with those of n‘/ghbonng

Republic of. 5outh Africa, which also provides much of the market for

amibia‘s

products as well as the bulk of investment capital. No future Namibiar govemment
can cut the South African connecnon without mcurrmg perhaps irreversible econom-

| . ic disaster

of these further dlwded into_impor-
" tant.tribes and sublnits. .
" In the northern part-of the territo-
" 1y live the major black Bantu-speak- -
ing groups such as the Ovambos, the

' _Kavangos and' the Hereros., The
Ovambo pcoplc alone make up ncarly
~-one-half of Namibia's population.

In tﬁc southern part of the térrito- |

ty livd the Namas, a brown-skinned *

people earlier known,as Hottentols, *

‘who magmcd northward from “the
| Cape region. The few remaining;

-Bushmen“in Namibia are alsa non-
Negroid brow:. people.

, The second-largest population
group, .at about 100,000, ace the
whites. Yet even liere there is a-cul-
: turgl-linguistic. breakdown. About

seven(y percent of the whites ‘speak
Afrikaans (a degivative of Dutch) as

“.their motker tongue, seven percent

speak English, and nearly a quarter
speak German, the fahguage of the

* territory's first colonial power.

- Namibia’s complex ethnic division
. dqcs not stop here, however.
are’ also two important groups of -

ere

mi.ed Eurafricin descent, the Cot-
oureds and Reho
“of whom spcak Afrikaans.

“Culturally,”

Peter Duignan and k. H! Gann;

“*Namibia is equall'~ varied. Wind-

hock, the capital,’is a modern town
with growing manufactarers; it rep-
resents the most modern sector of

- called “Front. Line” states
th Basters, both'

reports the pamph- -
let. South West Africa-Namibia, by

by Communist-made ma-
.chine guns and rockds

Who Will Rule?
.For over. thirty - years South- West

. Africa has been the subjéct of

lengthy and usually acrimonious de-
‘bate within the chambcrs of thc :
“United Nations:

There is a cocktail mix of pdl’tICb

- involved:-in the dispute at the moment:

South Africa, present authority in the
territory under an ¢ld- League
of Nations mandate; the United-
Nations, which claims succession to
the League's mandate rcapons(bnluy .

+ and declares Pretoria’s authocity 1o

be illegal: SWAPO, the *militant .
- South West African People’s Organi-.
zation, whose extetnally based guer-
rilla bands launch repéated night-
time maids. on the local population
from- bases in neighboring Angola -
and Zambia; the neighboring so-
who pro-
vide terrorist sinctuaries as-well as.
moral . sypport for ~SWAPO 1h¢, :
Western powers “gontact” group”
(the”, United.. States, Great .Britain,
,Canagda, Fr;gpc and West Gernja-
ny), who represent the UN..as a |
broker between.South -Africg and
. SWAPO, but cicarly lean in favor of
ot ((onlmued on page 40)

Y 4
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RELIGIOUS FREEDOMS
- FORGRANTED?

Is !he age o[d struggle to proserve rehgmus freedom now. at an,end in Ihu nuc/ear age’? [A f
separation of church and 'state a closed matter? Do the Declaration of Indépendence and the

"Constitution absolutely assure our religious freedom in this modern age? Cr did the Founding .-

Falhers only create a climate whereby each succeeding. Amecican generation could take up the

gaum/et and ﬁght 1o presérve the great prmc:ple of freedom of relzglon’

v

- by Stanley R. Rader .

s

ever al any time in
histary has t#¢ world

been envgloped by

freedom of 'religion.
There has always been
an ongoing-struggle to

first obtam and- then preserve indi-.
vidual freedom of worship, Of

course, threats to’ religious hbcrty

hitve beens many times ‘greater in.

seme perieds of:history than others.
Now anolhcr time of great lnal is

- The PLAIN YF\UTH June July 1979

upon us. ln”.many .Ways (he dangcfs
and problems we now - face are far .
greater gad infinitely ‘more complex o

|. tham the-perils which confronted our

ancestors. But let us first summqrnzc

~the historisal * stru-ggle between

church.and state—-between frecdom
of- choue and.dictated worship. .’

The Hiotorlcnl Anlocodonu >

Religious liberty began in the Gar: .

den of Edén.-God gave our ﬁrs;_p;u-

~ents a cleat choice—freedom to wor- |
-wshig Him of outright spiritual slav-
-ery. You know the stdry. The Arch-
deceiver “nersuaded Adam and Eye -

that bla:< was white and evil was "~

good. Their judgment was douded by
their own intelléctual vanity. They

. chose slavery!

* Twenty-five: hupdred years later
“the nation of Isracl found ity@l in
both - civil and’ religiouy bond/{gt

Fm.dnm qf worshtg was nonexistent

- "-s'
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" in Egypt. We must assume the Isra-
elités had ceased to abserve their

"sacred Sabbath day.-By the time they
left Egypt they had no idea upon

which day the'Sabbath fell. Probably -

they were forced to gather bricks and
" straw seven days a week. Their sfav-
ery was total! .

.Finally God sent Moses and Aaron |

"to Pharaoh. with a message: “Let my
people go, that they may hold a feast
_unto me in'the wilderness” (Ex. 5:1).
. Obvnously religious fcstwals were
_ held in disfavor anywhere in “civil-
~.ized” Egypt. Afterwards Moses re-
peatcdly plcaded with Phafadh: “Let
my ‘people 80 that they may serve
- their God.” Buf the Egyptian- Pha-”
* raoh- was. obstinate.-He stubbornly -
‘refused until the land of Egypt was
drenched_with the blaod of his own
pcople

In the interim he, had suggcstcd
self- scrvmg solutions: “Go, serve the
Lord; yout children dlso-may go-with
" you; only let your flocks and your

herds remaiit behind* (Ex. 10:24, .

RSV). This kind of extortion is not

© without its parallels today. But
© Moses protested: “Ouf cattle 1150
must go-with us; pot a hoof shall be

left. behind™ (Ex. 10:26, RSV). .He
*did not “cumpromise one whit wnh
this archextortioner,

-Finally the lIsraclites were deliv-+,

cred from' Egyptian slavery: For a
short ‘time: there was one nation on
this earth enjoying total rcligious lib-

erty. But their: freedoms were short:
lived Very soon they were involyed

*in a whole series of perfodic slaveries

The book of Judges in the Old Testa:

- ment depicts one foreign invasjon af-
tef dnother, with cach one being fol-

lowdd By briel deiiveranees brought

about by, vatious Judges 1t 15 very
. unlikely that any: of thegse invaders
atlowed . much religious freedom-
.They were devoted 1o their gods
“Shortly: after Solomon’s reign.. 13-
- rach and Judah spht into twa entirely
Useparate nations - And in a matier of
“a very few centunics once followed the

““Cother inte’ captivity: Thet nosthern
"+ house of Isracl .never did retun to -

Palestine But a colony ‘of the Jews

was sent back to Jerusalem -during

the tinve of Ezravand Nehemiah -
_For uptald centunies the: city of

Jerusalem has been.a Syrhbol af reli-- |

gious liberty and freedom to more

than onc .mh lwmcaily. bmh the

ln

civil and religious leaders turned this®

symbol of liberty and freedom: into

. one of bondage by the time of Christ.

And do not blamg the Romans for *

this strange turnabout of évents. The

.

Roman: Empire allowed the Jewish '

vassal state a measure of both civil

and religious fieedom.

Jesus Christ Stmgglln for
Religlous Liberty .

Jesus of Nazareth constantly argued

against the abuses of the theological .

_systéem of His day. Jesus nhargcd

“But woe to you, scribes and Phari-

sees, hypocrites [the religivnists of
the day]! Because you shut the king- .

dom of heaven against men; for you

- neither enter - yourselves, nor allow
those who would enter to go in"
|, (Matt. 23:13). That was a’seriqus
. indictment! The clergy was, in effect,
‘prohibiting the true worship of God.
. Jesus™ attempts to free men spiri-:
tyally were soon met with stiff oppo-.

sition. Persecution from religious

Icaders set in swiftly. Repeatedly the.

. leading .members of the Sanhedrin
‘plotted against Jesus. (see John
- 11:48-53):

The apostles who followed Jesus -

suffered similar persccutions. Final--
ly, by A.p. 135, both the adherents of | |

Christrapity and Judaism were driv-

en out of Jerusalem. The Romans did -

crack down #nd hard First the ar-

mies. of Titus i A 3. T0; then the .

ctushing of the Bar- (u(.hcba rebel.

lon Ao 135

‘Except for the “litde Rock™ (Luke
12 12). the true Church forced vir-
luially underground by persecution,

men did not-really follow Jesus
-~ Christ and Manes m the many centu-
ries 1hat ensued - Followers of Sumon”

ihe Sorcerer, who becumce the Ro-

“man Catholic Church, professed to
“teach and practice the true religion,

but their doctaings were perversions

h}o[ the truth Chrnistiginty was stained
~ by the Crusades and the Spanish I’
Rchgwus battles raged -

quisitioh
throughout Europe iin the Dark Ages
The soil of the Old World was

drenchied with the bloud of milkons
of madtyrs Tyndale kst bus e for
daring w0 tripsiate the Siriptuecs.
info cveryday !ngllsh Chuech lead- -

ore i feared spicitoal aparchy f
every man kot Friooan Bible: The

not workmg out,

church-statc ,whcmc of mum was

. In quest for religious liberty and

. freedom of worship, men-and women
_ began to leave the persecutions of the

Old.World for the~challenges of the

New. But their persecutors were not

far behind. Pioneer thinking in Prot-
estant areas which sought the supre-

macy of the individual conscience in
_'religious matters was bcing overtak-

en by rigid Puritanism.

1 CE BT
. Early Amorlwﬁ‘ﬁ'&!‘ﬂh for’

Religious Freedoms

" The Founding Fathers clearly. per:

ceived that the religiopolitical
scheme of joint sovereignty had not

_protected human rights nor frecdom
“of ‘conscience in the nations of Eu-’

rope: Church and statc had miked-

" like oil and water, Some’ other system

simply had 1o be found.
“The Declaration of [n_dcpcndcncc
and the C)slllulion of the United

States are” both on display -in the
- Library of Congrgss. Let us now be-

gin to ynderstand how. these and
other-important documents came o
be formulated. But we arc not un-
aware of ‘the f.c_cl that. you cannot

‘have religious freedom without "po- .

litical freedom Thc two h.mg to-

- gether.

The l‘oundmg l.\lhcrs of |h|4. na-

tion came to our shoges to-escape the
clatches of state:sponsored religions .

that used the power, of the sate to
persecute those of ditfereift cehgioys
beliefs -The Founding Fathers knew
that rehigion bad 1o be scparated

- from pofitical duthority. No person,

they firmly believed. should be nter
Tered woth by 1he state 1o s nght te

. Believe ur not to behieve, or 1o alhi.

wate or nbt tg thlmlc with &
Lhunh o

But do rot think that these limsu o
% m;uwlwcx and ouleeges wege confined -

solely 10 Fngland and lhc conuinent
of Eurape: Many 1 the thirteen valo

mcs were udamontly appesed- o thed

“new order of things™ taking vhmc 1

‘the mands of thinking mon thraygh

out New Fngladd and the other
Amcman colomes - Indeed, a héavy

“layalist” «clement ‘was pecicnd right

wp-to 1776 und cven heyond
Saun the Very rebigiius miteleragoe
which aur. forcfathées ficd frem ba-

mpe th escape was: plagumg the! -

Amegican colanes  § ot fnstange 3

Haw epmerys of wnt the statute bocks of
Vieginia m Ibli) uqumng Sumh) :

llrvﬂ_i‘ﬂ w"l"i W gy 1910

.
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attendance at church under pénalty
of death for persistent “violation.
Fines were assessed against those
who rejected. the doctrine of “infant
baptism. Other laws wer€ enacted int

' Vitginia: forbidding travel on Sun-

day. These.colonial statutes not only
reflect state interference in man’s
private religious affairs, but also as-
tounding ignorance of the actual bib-
lical requirements.

But let's not pick an Vlrglma
alone. In 1647 Massachusetts en-
acted a law banning Catholic priests
from within its boundaries. First of-

fenders were (o be imprisoned: or ex- -

iled; and, believe it or not, second
offenders risked the death penalty:

. Quakers faced the same fate in-Mas-

sachusetts. Other American colonies
also had their religious laws.

And do not think that these laws
conveniently disappeared from state

statute books when the Constitution -

‘of the United States wis finally rati-

+ fied. Notice this vital ‘statement in

grous hiberty and human nghis as set

the American State Papers on Free-

‘dom of Religron “When the Union

was formved and a constitytional gov-
crnment was ordamed on the basis of
total separation vhi.chuich and state,
thece were certain rehigious jealou-
sies. and prejudices which prevailed
i various sections of the country and
which could not be overcome - without
jeopardining the ratthcavon of the
Constitugon and the sctup of the
Federal government -

“As @ consequence. the various
* States were permitied 1o fetain upon:

therr statute books rehgions laws
which werg diametocally oppased to
the fundamental prmciples of reh-

furth o the Federal Constitution

TheseHn Awmcrican laws and fel .

- Rious Tl have rei U upeiisome

‘preseft e (p 12) )
Can you now bege to reakize what
qu Founding Fathers were up

State statute books i plague Ameri-
GIlE ciirens and ourts antd this

'fgam FLEA

'Joﬁ.uon ohd Mad“on'

It avionistd that all e\mcnc.ms

awe the Fuundmg Eatlicrs o great
debt for our vast rclgnnus frecdons

" the (thee, However | the third Prew..

Each ane contribut: 5 0 these hiber-
tiey wncthung 3 inillc difcecnt from

dcng of the llmscd ‘na!c‘ LY

Thae $1 005 THRITE ,_"30: REH MQ

Jefferson, ‘was a real cha'mpion of
religious freedom.

In addition to writing the bill for °

religious freedom in Virginia, Jeffer-
son was a philgsophical “father fig-
ure” to the Bill of Rights: His ardor

for -religious liberty was an un-- |

qQuenchable fire. He pressed hard for
both freedom of worship and free-
dom from the oppressions of a state
shurch."As one writer put it, speak-
ing of Jefferson’s Virginia Statute of
Religious Freedom: **. . . the préam-
ble hurls fire and brimstone upon the
typocrisy and tyranny long asso-
ciated in Jefferson’s mind with the
alliance of church and state, and the
unusual final clause contains a Jef-
fersonian warning to the legislature
that any act hereafter framed repeal-
ing or narrowing its operation ‘will be
an infringement of natural right.

The heart, root and core ¢fhis bill
for religious fé®edom ig#Virginia is
found in section two;#We, the Gen-

DRT)

. eral Assembly of. Virginia, do enact
-.that no man shall be compelied to

frequent or ‘support gny religious

worship, place or mipistry whatsoev-

er, nor shall be enforced. restrained,
molésted dr burdened 1n his body or
goods, or shall otherwise suffer, on

- -account of “his ‘religious opinions or

beliel, but that all. men shall be free
.10 profess: aid by argument to main-

Mo e matiers of- reli- -
the same shadl in no -
inlarge, or affeet their

gon, and thi
wisc dinminish;
il capacities _

Jefigrson’s Varginia Statute of Re-
higious Freedum was the philosaphy-

cal progemtor of the rehgwus por- .

tions of the latér Bifl of Reghts Reh-
gran was nat only tv be wicraled, but
@ man’s persenal religiods behefs and
practites were bc, puucucd b)
liw

1 his sunset years, Jefiersm ndr- )

cdted that s biattles for rehgrous iree

- dam were perhiaps the bitterest of his

e We owe a great deal to this man
and o s presidental successor,
Jarees Madison  The 1eo worked

* closely Yogether ko instance, it was

Madiain who pushed Jeffersen's bill

through the Virginia state legiature. -

Madson, our fourth President, cx-
cellzd 1 biblical courscs as a grad-
uatg studcnt ot Ponceton, éspecrally
-in Hebrew language studics. He con-
tunuecd . his theological studies

throighoat his bie. Yet, in the. figld -

of religion, James Madison was first '

and foremost an advocate of freedom

of worship. In helping draft the state-

constitution of Virginia, Madison
wrote the first rough manuscript of
the article on religious freedom.

- We quote it here: * ... That re-
ligion. or the duty which we owe to
our Creator, and the manner of dis-

charging it, can be directed only by. *

reason and conviction, not by force or
violence: and therefore, that all men
should enjoy the fullest toleration in-
the exercise of religion, according to
the dictates of conscience, unpun-
ished and unrestrained by the magis-
trate, unless under colour of retigion,
any man disturb the poace, the hap-

" piness, or safety of SaCiety. And that

it is the mutual duty of all to'practice

Christian forbearance, love and chiar-

ity towards each other” (The Jour-
nal of the Virginia Convention,
1776). - ¢
Madison had made an hcsloncal
study of the ecclésiastical problem.

He found that state establishment

had mevuably {ed to- moral deca-

dence in religious ranks. Yet Chris-

tianity had bloomed in the New Te-
tament years and during the Refor-

" mation when theré was oppusition o

state cstablishment of religion.

The First Amendment
But the capstone of President Mad-

son’s conliibution 1o religious free-
dom has 10 be the iclusion 'of the

_First Amendnient into the Constitu-
. tion 1t reads (oggrus shall, make
" no law respecting the estabhishment

of rehgron, or ptbhtblung the free
encrcise thereofl ™
Previous to s inclusion, the fear

“that the Constitution had not pra-

vided sufficicat guarantees 81 rédy

gious liberty was enuncial®l by ¥

whole host of carly Amcrmn pa:

- Ariots

Writing fmn) Paris, on Decembgr
20, 1787, Thomas Jefferson ex-
pressed his concern 16 Jumes Madi-
son: 1 will now add what | do not
ke Fust, the omission of a bl of
nghts providing clearly and without
the aid of wphmns for freedom of
teligion .. " (Pupers of James Ma-

1 _slmm ‘Vol. VIdL, Manuscrpt Divie

sttt | rbrary of Congress). As hie had
wie . bofore, Madisonn was instru-

-memtal-in: giving Jefferson’s views.

(ur_l_uich he shared) the foece of faw.

R R



But the struggle did not end with

_ the inclusion of the Bill of Rights into
the Constitution. Old ideas die hard.

. Enormous ‘pressures. were put on

Congress and government officials to. |
formulate this or that religious law..

Petitions and protests came from
every séctor of the country. It would
not be casy, for the fledgling nation to
maintain religicus liberty.

Very soon various.of the state leg-
islatures began to pass religious legis-
lation. Liberty would now have to be
found at the bar. The courts would

‘have to defend our constitutional
‘guarantées of religious freedom.

~ Courts do .not change constitu-

_ tions, but they do interpret therf in

er to apply thie principle to specif-

‘disputes involving human rights
and privileges. In general, the higher
courts of the land, usually manned by
judges of keen intellect, .judicial
miinds and long éxperience in dealing
with human rights, have upheld the
federal principles of religious liberty
in rendering their decisions.

- . . N
State commuuon- Lo e
Although the statc governments have
tended (o lag behind the national
government in their legal expressions
of support for constitutional rcllgnous
freedom, due credit must be given to

. those which have guarangced free-
dom of worship in their constitutions.
Ironically, sometimes a state legisla-
turc may even pass 'laws in contra-
vention to its own constitution. Cali-
fornia is a case in point.

We quote article I, section 4 of

lifornia’s constitution: *“The free
exgrcise and enjoyment. of religious
profession and worship, without dis-

crimination or preference, shall for..

ever be guaranteed in this State; and
no person shall be rendered incompe-
tent to-be a witness or juror on ac-
count of his opinions on matters of
_ religious belief; but the liberty of
- conscience hereby secured shall not
be so construed as to excuse acts of
1ccn1?' ousness, or justify practices in-

consistent with the pcace or safety of |

this State.”
Yet section 9505 of the state Cor-

porations Code states: “A non-profit

corporation which holds property
subject to any public or charitable
trust is subject at all times to exami-

nation by the Attorn¢y General, on-

behalf of the State, to ascertdin the

o -

.-

.
-

o#ndition of its affairs.and to what
extent, if at all, it may fail. to comply
with: trusts which it has assumed or
may depart from the general pur-

poses for which it is formed. In case¢ -

of any such failure or departure the
Attorney. General shall institute, in
the name of the State, the proceed-
ings necesgary to correct the non-
compliance or departure.”

Based entirely on a misinterpreta-
tion of section 9505, the Worldwide
Church of God was placed in receiv-
ership by the Los Angeles Superior
Court on January 3, 1979, after the
California attorney general's office
and six ex-church members accused
church officers-of misuse of funds.
And although the: receivership has
since been lifted, the damages sus-

tained by the church are incaicula-,

ble, including an estimated $15 mil-

_ lion shortfall in cash that otherwise
~ would have been received in the cur-

rent calendar year.

The drastic decision to |mposc a
documentary receivership on the
church was finally .reached when a
California judge was told that the
church was selling its Big Sandy

'~ campus for $10 million when it was

allegedly worth $30 million. The
church has since shown that the ap-

- 'praised value of the properiy was

only about $6 million.. =~ & -
The lawsuit itself was filed in a
rather surreptitious manner. The
complaint against the church called
for, among otfier things, the removal
of “the existing directors of the
church. When the receiver did show

up on church premises, along with.

security forces and representatjves of
theattorney general's office, he had”
failed to give the charch any prior
notice of his attempt to seize its oper-
ations,” -

. For many years the Worldwide
Church of God-has enjoyed a tax-

exempt status as a nonprofit religious

institution. Becduse of its_tax stafus
and section 9505 of the state Corpo-
rations "Code, California- cottends
that it'can now intervene in' church
business affairs and still not be in
contravention of the traditional prin-
ciple of separation of church and
state.

-Section 9505 of thc California
Corpotations Code is obviously un-
constitutional. to -the extent that it

" applies to churches organized as non-

profit oorporatlons It plainly violates

the Flrst and Fourteenth Amend-
ments of the U.S. Constitution and,
ironically, article 1, section 4 of the
. California constitution itself.
"It interferes with the free exercise

" of religion. It constitut® an estab- -

lishment of religion to the extent that
it provides authority for the executive
and judigial branclies of state govern-
ment to obtain a receiver or other-
wise.inspect, control or seize ‘assets
and supervise or review. policies of
religious organizations and their

leaders. It deprives churches of the_

equal protection of the law, in that it
purports to affect the rights and griv-
|legcs of - religious “organizations set
up as nonprofit corporations and does
not similarly affect the rights and
privileges of ecclesiastical. organiza-
tions that are_not nonprofit.

If section 9505 is nat wholly un--

constitutional on its face, it has been
unconstitutionally applied by the ex-
ecutive and judicial branches of the
state of California.

Religious Liberty imparited

There are numerous othgr examples
An this ssituation of the unconstity-
tional use of state power to afflict
religious institutions and freedom of

" worship in direct contfavention.of the
traditional . American principle of
separation of church and state. But
suffice it to say here that the World-
wide Church of God in particular has
sustained enormous damages to.its
entire scope of operations at the
hands of the state of California. :
The assets of religions bodies can-

not be allowed to become the public.

property of any state. If the course
that the state of Califognia has em-

~barked upon is not sfopped ‘in its
tracks, religious liberty and frecom
of worship ar¢ "decidedly on the wane
in this great country. )

I cannot improve on the words of -

Dr. J. Gordon Melton of The Insti-
tute for. the Study of American Reli-
-gion. He wrote: *'I call upon all com-
mitted to preserving the integrity of
our religious institutions and the
freedom to propagate ouf belicfs, set
our’own prioritics, and participate in
the American religious scene, to join
forces at this hour. Raise the hue and
.cry. Let all know that we will not
stand by and allow our frecedoms to

be subvcrt s}
e PLAN TRUTH  June-duly 1979
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PROPHECY / \

Amenca and Britain are going. down~—but why? Why are these natigns losing strength, szI

- prestige? Is it just due to the natural ﬂow of world history, or is it because they have rejected the

source of all the blessings that have been showered down upon them? Bible prophecy foretells what
will happen to America and Bruam-—and humamty in general—unless we repem'

the British and, Amenican people become? And what is
suddenly h.xppt.mng to us now? Why has Britain already
lost most of her colonies —her possessions—her re-
sources, wealth, power and influence in the world? Why
1s Britain o longér considered Great Rmmn—-—a GREAT
world power?

Why is the United States now dlscrcdlted 4c\<‘»plscd
hated throughout so much of the world? Why cduld we

not win the Korean War? Why couldn’ t thc United States

whup hittle North Vietnam?

First, realize just how great— -how r|ch and powerful—

the Américan and ‘British people did become.

People are prone to take their status—and that of ‘their
country - for granted. Few realize what unprecedented
affluence our countries enjoyed. We judge all things by

comparison. The average Briton, Austéalian or Canadian -

“has never traveled through the illiterate, poverty-strickon,
disease-infested backward areas of China, India, the Mid-
dle East or black Africa. He has not obscrv:d the squalor,

- the stench, the poverty and wretchedness in which thc :

_largo.:l pact of m.mkmd Iwcs

by Herbert W. Armstronq _ . e

aw great, how powerful, and how wealthy did *

. perous compared to the teeming illjterate masses, yet poor
"by comparison 1o Americin standards. No, our people

_. Poes. the eight- -year-old boy who is given a. shiny new.

* "with wh!ch he must nde it to avoid injuring himself of
* othicrs?

proper use?

- Nor has the average American visited those vast under-
privilcged arcas, nor cven the.countrics of Europe—pros-

generally have not realized. Nor. hqvc they been grateful.
Nor have they given Ged thanks, ndatcepted the respon-
sibility that accompanies-their lavish blessings. ]
Few realize that every desired, prized possession im-
poses with it the obligation of responslblhty for its use.

bicycle. by his-parents feétig consciousness for the respon-
sibility-imposed on-him—unless the fact is impressed on
him by his parents—for the caré of it; and the carcfulness

When God lavished on our pcoples such weahh and.
power and economic possession as no peoples -have ever’
before enjoyed, did we appreciate what we had or feel the -
commensurate sense of RE&PONMBILITY for jts wisc and

- WE pID NoT! We didn't. even recogmze HOW: GREAT®
ms our blessmg lct alonc fecl a scnsc of obllgauon for our
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'custodlarishlp before our Maker! Just HOW GREAT, then,
- yas this birthright blessmg" :

4!0 Birthright Weaith. '
" Read again the prophetic promlses of Genesis 22:17.

To Abraham God said: “That in blessing I will bless™"

thee,"and in multiplying I. will multiply thy seed as, the
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea

) shore. and thy seed shall possess the gate of his ene-

mies.’

. And_again, the inspired prophetic parting blessing Gpon -

Rebekah, leaving her family to bécome the wife of Isaac:
+*And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto,her, Thou art
our sister, be thou the mother of thousands of millions,
and-let thy seed possess the gate of those &hich hate
them” (Gen. 24:60).
Earhcr we quoted the oorrect Fenton 4ranslation:
and _your race shall possess the gates [plural] of its
,cncmlcs *"As explained there, the “gates” of enemy na-
tions are the strategic SEA GATES of entrance to or ‘exit
from these nations. Although al wealth comes from the
ground, prosperity and affluence on a_national scale al-
ways have come also %y industry and COMMERCE. And
-commerce b¢tween nations has been transacted almost

I altogether by the SEA-LANES of the world—by sHips, and,

withip a continent, by railroads.
How s:gmﬁcanl. then, that Robert Fulfon operated.the

first steamboat in, 1803—precisely when Britain and -

America suddenly began to MULTIPLY in national wealth!

And-also that it was the ninteteenth century that saw the
- development of the railroads! . ‘

As explained before, since the birthright pertains to
NATIONS; the “GATE” of our enemies would be guch passes
as Gibraltar, Suez, Singapore, the Pangma Canal, étc.

Bnlam and America came into posgession of every such
major ‘‘gate™ inthis world! So we MUST be modern Israel.
World War 11 hinged on these “gdtes.” They had become

not only strategic passes, but the world's greatest fortifi- |

cations. But today, we have lost most of them, most

- -recently, the Panama Canal—and it appears that, soon
Gibraltar, too, will be lost. Why?
Notice Genesis 39:2, 23: “Thc Eternal was with Joseph ’

and he was a PROSPEROUS man. . . .'the Eternal was with
hi . and that which he did, the Eternal made it'to PROS-

- And God did prosper Joseph's descendants, Britain
and America, with the fabulous birthright promised Jo-
seph's sons! ’

. Consider Moses’ dying prophetic blessmg. foretelling -
what would happen to each of the tribes in thesc laner

days. .
“And of Joseph he said, Blessed of (hc/Lord be his land
for the precious things of heaven, for the dew, and for the

. déep that coucheth beneath, and for the precnous fruits
_ brought forth by the sun, and for the precious things put-
" forth by the moon, and for the chief things of the ancient

mountains, and for the precious things of the lasting hills,

and for the precious thipgs of the earth and fulness there-
of ...let" the blessing X
[Ephraim and Manasseh bath] . . . .His glory is like the
firstling [firstborn—birthright holder] of his bullock, and
his horns are like the horns of unicorns [Great Britain's
national seal today]: with them he shall push the people
together to the ends of the earth: and they are the ten
thousands o6f Ephraim, and they are the thousands of
Manassefy” (Dcut 33:13-17). .
Whoever is Ephraim and Manassch today must have

,been in possession- of ‘the earth’s choicest agricultural,

mineral, and other wealth—the great gold' and"silver
mines; iron, oil, and coal; timber and other resources.
What nations fulfill these prophecies? Why, only Greal
Britain and America!
“More than half of all tillable, qultivatable, temperate-

zone lands of this earth came after A.n. 1800 into .the -

possession-of our two great powers alosie! The rich agricul-
turzﬂ, laqu of the Mississippi Valley’ the vast wheat and
grain fields of the Midwest, of Canada and Australia; the
great forest lands of the Pacific Northwest and many
other parts of the world; the gold fields of South Africa,
Australia, Alaska and the United States; the great coal
mines of the United States and British Isles; the natural
waterfalls and means of power and consequent prosperous
industrial and manufacturing districts of England and the
eastern United States; the choicest fruit lands of our
Pacific Coast and Florida. What other -nations ‘combined
ever possessed such material wealth?

And nearly all this wealth came to us after A.p. 1800!

The Actual Statistics

Just to what extent has Almighty God fulfilled His prom-
ises in us to the descendants of Joseplrin these latter years
since A.D. 1800-—promises of “the precious fruits brought
forth by the sun'. . *the chief things of the ancient moun-
tains . .. and the precious hings of the earth™?

Said Charles M. Schwfab, steel magnate, before the
Massachusetts Bankers /Association, Januayry 5, 1921:
“Our United States has been endowed by God with every-
thing to make it and keep it the foremast mdustnal and
commercial nation of the world,

* World petroleum’ output in 1950 was almost. 3,800
million barrels. Of this total the United States. alone
produced more than one-half—nearly 52%. Together, the.
British Commonwealth and the nited States produced
60% of the crude petroleum, not including our vast foreign
investments. But by 1966—the fateful year in which the
British Colonial Office in London closed its doors, mark-

" ing the official death of the British Empire—that 60% of

all the world’s crude pctroleum output had been redyced
to 32%. -

Britain and Amcrica mined 1% times as much coal as’ )

all other nations combined. But by 1966 our portion-had
shrunk to less than one-third of the world production—
30.9%!

&me upon the head of Joseph -
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Together. Lhe B’I’IIlSh Commo wealth and Amenca pro-". - Again, in his proclamation of April 30 1863.8or a |
duced, in 1950, three-fourths of the-world’s steel—the. nauonw:dz diy of fasting and prayer, this great President

g United States alone producing almast 60% or 105,200,000~ -said: *It is the duty ‘of nations, as well as of men, 10 own

short tons in 1951. We produced 1'A times as much pig = “their dependence upon the overruling power of God .

+ ironas all other nations combingd. - and to recognize the subljme truth, announced in the Holy .

By } 966, this basic index of wealth had skidded down td Scnptur&s and proven by-all history, that those. nations’
one-third (33.6%) of steel production and only 17.8% " only are blessed whase God is the Lord ™ ., We have been |, -
(ong-sjxth) of the pig iron. % . . thefrecipients of the <choicest blessings of hc,avcn We have -

We posscssed nearly 95% of thésworld’s njckel (ehicfly - been’ p?gvcd thése miany years, in peace and prosperity. -

- from Canada); 80% of the world’s aluminum; 75% of the We have grown in numbers, wealth and power as siv other |
zinc. But where did we rate in 19667 Only 3.6% of the  nation ever has growri BUT WE HAVE FORGOTTEN Gop! -

world's nickel; 40.2%. of - its alummum (aluminium); We have: forgoucn the gracious Hand which preserved us |
12.4% of'its zinc. - - in peace, and pfultiplied and enriched and strengthened

In 1950nthe Brlttsh Commonwealth completely domi- . us; and we have vainly 1magmcda, in the deceitfulness- of:
nated the productmn of chromite (from South Africa).  our hearts, that these biessmgs were. produced by somc St
Together Britain.and America produced two-thirds of the  superior wisdom and virtue of our ows.” .
world's rubber, and dominated the world’s copper, lead, - And because Lincoln saw a nation. who had forgottcn' |
tin, bauxite and other predious metal outputs. Buf by God-—ﬂ nation drunk with a success not due-to its-own
1966, we produced_only 2.3% of the world’s -chromite, efforts-\-a. nation taking all the credit and glory to itself,
“23.4%of its c0pper. 9.9% of its lead, o tin; and 6.3% of its  this great: president called upon the nation. for a day of
- bauxite. * - ‘fasting and prayér to confess this niational sin before God.: |

« The: British Communwealth produced.two-thirds of the . The firte of the nation hung in the balance when he issued
wcrlds gold- —~—-about £266,000,000 (%642 million) iit . (hat proclamation. 'But God heard and answered that
"1950-+whilg the United States ‘had three times as much: great.national prayer oﬂ'enswe——and the nation was then

- gold reserve as the*total for the rest of the world. But by. . preserved!

1966 the U S; gﬁld supply had: beggdramed SO much that. . But today tfp thrcat to our fate is a thousand times
the dollar was in serious {q«opardy . more serious}y. hanging jn the balance. ‘And today we do
We produeed_and .utilized iwo-thirds of the’ world $ - not have a.president of 3, pritne minister with the vision,

" output of electricity-—the United Stajes producing. 283 anderstanding aifd conrage to brmg our nauons t&thcxr .

thousand million kilowatt-hours:in. 1948, and the United ~ knees!

ngdom ang Canada outs(ripping Russia, Germany and . .~ Abraham’ meuln knew thcsc gmu material blcssmgs.'

. France combined. Bit by 1966 we, produced.only 20.1%!. --had not been earned, But had beén given to our pcoplc byf
“Gireat Britain er‘;;hc United Stafes did possess well ~ ‘the God of Abraham, lsaac; and of Isfacl. ‘- -

over half of -the world’s merchint fleet tonrage. But by ,: .  And we shauld face the facm,«today and krow tha! wc'-,f o

1966 the figure was only 32. 5%.: The - British Isles con-,  were given' all this' vast udprecedented malcrml wealth’

. strucied more vessels than'any, othér place on' earth: But . because God prmm.sed it, unconditionally, to' Abrakam: . !

] ‘the autbmoblles, by 19

less than two decades. later two .or three Gentile nations,, And .Hé¢ promised it to Abraham ‘because Abraham -

. had alreatly outstripped Britain and Amierica. In 1950, we  * abeyed God, kept Gad’s laws and commandments. -

also possessed about one-half of the world's railroad mile-- " The birthright blessing'was denied out farefathers after
"age. By 1966 qur cdnbmed ranway ftctght sh:ppnng was " Moses' day bevause they REFUSED 10 live by’ Glod's jaws.

‘only 26% of the world. sotal’ : + ' And today God warns us, through many propheciés in

"Whejeas the L}mted é{ﬂcs alone once. prodm.ed 73% of Jcrcmlah Ezekiel, Isaiah, Micah, and many_.others, that 1.

6 the US. combinéd with the - - unless we of this gengration REPENT of qur sins, and turn- |,

UK. produced 55%—~44% from the .S, alone. Japan. . to Him with fasting, and with" weeping, and sarnest
Ggrmanv France. and ltaly are makmg huge gams £, PRAYER, He will destroy our cities, all our fortresses, with,
How' oid" We Get it? : . - the foreign sword; that He will punisir us at the hand of a

How did we come mlo possesslon of a1l tms vast weallh af suwﬁa' :GOD_HELP US-TO HEED THATS WARNING!: B
" the earth? Did we acquire: it through our. own huinan - ** Inconclusion, we ask: If we are not natjonal lsraelwlhc- s
wisdom, foresi'ght energy, ability afid power?- Ve soxcalled “lost” Ten -Thibes—prosperous JOSCpthSI'QCI—r-‘
Let Abraham Lincoln-answer: “We find ourse(ves in'y’ bmhnght Isracl—actual inheritors of the birthright bless; .1 -
‘the peaceful possessian of the Tairest, portion of the earth . - ings which were to be béstowed béginning A.p. 1803, thgn: ]
as regards fgrmnyof soil, extent of territory, and saluhrﬁy ~who ‘else can bel No other natlon.or ‘combinatidn; of * |
. of climate.. ., W¢ . . find ourselves the. legal inheritors -~ ' “nations possessed thess blessings of the birthright—for we | -
“of thes¢ fundamcm,t_ Dlessings. We- lo{le‘d not in the - * . held more than’ two-thuds——ncarly hitee-fourths—of” all

acquiremem or. !he st bhshnmu af lhem C J/ i hc raw matenals. resoutcz:s, aﬂd wealth of Hns n:nhre:_{ R

' "CRUEL ONE; that we shall be invaded, deféaied, reduced-to | .




0 you know of stronger proof of the divine msplratlon .

Holy Bible as,the revealed Ward of the living God?

Could mortal men have written, without divine mspxra-'

“those prophecies-we have considered in this series;
made those PROMISES to Joseph-Israel; and, after a lapse

" of 3520 years, beginning the exact years of 1800-1803,

have had power to bring them about in fulfiliment? Thesc
. aré no small or trifling promises. They involve possession

“"|.. of the great wealth and vast natural resources of the whole

earth.

Present these facts asa challcnge to your athclstlc and -

“agnostic friends. Ask them to answer, if they can, whether
any but the power of the Eternal Creator Himself could
have made and had commltted'fo writing such. promises
tl»,gusands of years: ago, and, at precisely the promised

time thousands of years later, brought about their fu]ﬁll-*-‘

- ment!-.

How any Amencan——eny Enghsh speakmg mhemor of .

,. God's choicest material blessings-—can, in the face of stich

"_ING that our sins today dre INCREASING; or fanl to get to
. hiis knées, before the great. Almighty, repent, and mrex-

- CEDE in, hcartrendmg“ PRAYER for all Jsraelite nations, '
.and HELP in every way he can to wgrn our people now of

- their tmpendmg PERIL, scems nmpossnhlc to conccxvc
- The Prophoclu for the Immodmo Future -

The birthright; once we recelved it, was stupendous, AWE- -
. SOME—unequalled amoog nations or empires! But what

_ have our peoples done with. thai-awesome blessing?. ... .

They .were still ISRAELITES, even though they them-
selves knew it not! They were still- rcbelhous. Ustiff

‘ngcked,” stubborn!

Once .the British peoples and ther Amc:tcans~—thc. »

“lost™ Israelites now supposing they are Gentiles—found
‘themselyes basking. in the pleasant sunshine of such

-wealth-and power, they were less willing than their an- .

cient forefathers to yield to their Gap and His ways.

. ‘Fhey felt no need-of Him, now! Tt seems few ever turn'to
< |y, God" until thcy ﬁnd thamclves in despcratc need or -
|- trouble. .~
“1. Butaftér God. ‘had withheld the birthright 2520 years,'
©.and then, when our peoples deserved nothing from God,

He suddenly bestowed on us natiomat- blessings unparal-

T was'kept! No longér is God obligated by His promise to

, -_.-,:commuf our undcscrvmg peoples in World prestige, weilth
and greatness. “Once’we_had -been given such unnvalgd '

. position; it was up-to us-whether we should keep it.
© . So now. back to- Leviticul 26. We had previously cov-

-f»cred verses 1 through 18. «God sald thax w. for all tlxcsev Y

, -

“previpus punishments, the lsraelltcs would not listen to
"“Ind obey Him, He would punish them the-duration of

2520 years. Then what?

our. people—with, the bx}thnght—~stﬂl rebel, God gontin-
“ues, verse 19: “And 1 will break the pride of your{powes;
and I will . make your heaven as iron, and your carth as
btass " God has alrcady begun that!

We Had Pride in Our Power! K

God could not speak about - breaking the prldc of our
national POWER until after that birthright power had been
bestowed! He put our nations in the position of possessing
the greatest national power any nation’ or empire ever

If, after that 2520 yedrs of wuhholdmg the bl:&;lght. .

possessed. We had great pride in that national power—in \

our natjonal prestige. .
I remember hearing President Theodore Roosevelt tell

“of HIS PRIDE m_Lh_atpowcr—and’bow he used it when hé

ding a battleship

- ‘steaming toward Manila Bay, lhreatenmg to take over thie
N ~ Philippines. The Philippines were then a United States
ol stupcndous, overwhehiing fulfiliment of prophecy—wsuch '
. -] awe-inspiring demonstration of the power and might and -

‘|- faithfulness of Almlghty God-—aoccpt ‘and: partake of
these ‘blessings, and then carelessly i |gnore God's WARN-

possessian. President Roosevelt sent the kaiser a terse note
demanding .that the Gorman warship be immediately
withdrawn.

“The Kkaiser dldnt know, lhen‘ that /. meant i!"

snapped Mr. Roosevelt. “So 1 sent another note. Only, [

didn't ‘send this second note to the kaiser. [ sent it to

Admiral Dewey, in command of the United States Pacific. _

fieet. It ordered the eritire fleet to steam full speed (oward

_the German battleship, and if it did not turn around and - :
* 8o ba&k, to siNk 1" said "Mr. Roosevelt with emphatic
~ force! In those days, before World War I we had pnde in

four, mmonal power!
But w. Lost. " R
Today even little nations dare to insult, trample on, or

burn.the United States flag—and .the United States, still _

having power, does no more than issue a weak prolcst‘
What's happened to the pRIDE of our power? *

"We have already rost 17! God ‘said, “I will break the -

pnde of your power!”. And HE piD!

.Other. prophecies” reveal we are to have soon_ such
_drought and famine that disease epidemics will follow,
taking millions of lives. When our heaven is as iron, our
-earth as brass, we*will realize rain does not come down

from iron, and an earth hard as brass is not gemng rain, -
" not yielding food! - h

Verse 20: **And your strengthi shall be spent in vain:.for

your 1and shall.not yield her lncrcase. ncnher shall the
. leled in_ history~—the ynéonditional promise to Abraham

trees;of the land yield their fruits.”

But will America and Britain heed? They never have' C

Then what? After all that, THEN WHAT?

Yerse 21: “And if ye walk contrary unto me, and. w;ll..‘
not hearken untd ‘me; 1 ‘will bring seven timés more
i plaguex upon you: accordmg to your sins.’

Th:rze aga:m. ns m versc 18. is that Hebrew word

(IJ
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shibah. Actually, in the Hebrcw in which- Mosc;r wrote;

* there are not the two Hebrew words, one meaning “sever”

-

‘and the other "tlmcs

- bah.

TN

As explalncd in the last mstallmcm thc word is. defined
as “seven times.” and also as “sevenfold.” The “seven
times™ conveys duration of punishment. The “sevenfold”

meaning of thc same word conveys lnlensuy of pumsh-_

ment.

Now More lntcnu Punlshmont A

Because of its use and construction in the séntence, and
because of what actually happened, it is certain that in
verse 18 this Hebrew word shibah refers to DURATION of
pums{:mcnt——sevcn prophetic times, which, during this

- punjshrhent, was an actual 2520 YEARS!

ut also. because of the very different sentence. struc-
ture and because there cannet now ‘be another 2520-year

There is just the one WOl‘d shi- -

WITHHOLDING of what has now been bestowed, it is just as -

certain that ghe shibah in versé 21 refers to a sevenfold
INTENSITY of pumshmcnt

Notice, the wordmg in-verse 21 is enurely dlﬂ’erent
from verse 18. This time it is.mot worded “seven tlmcs
more for your sins,”. but “seven times mare PLAGUES.”

The expression “seven times™ in verse, 2] is descriptive of -

PLAGUES to be brought-on them.

So now, if twentieth-century Ephraim and Manasseh— .

Britain and Amwerica-—refuse to turn to God in obe-
dience-—refuse to live the way that causes, retains, and
increases. blessings, God will punish theém in a manner far

.more .INTENSE—and even strip entirely from them this

- colossal,- unprecendented hational blcssmgw—returnmg

them ta captivity and slavery—as continuing verses of this
prophccy show.

Do you think so great a fall could not come to so great
powers as Britain and- America? Do you say, “It can't

‘happén HERE?" Do you think the GREAT. GOD who. was
.able to.GIvE them such unprecedented world. leadership

- .and power and wealth is not able to take it away from

them and, throw them, like thelr ancient forcfathers. back -

into SLAVERY .’ :
You need to OPEN YOUR EYES 10 thie facl tha( Britain's
sun already has SET! You need to wAKE UP to the face that

the ‘United States, ‘even still possessmg unmatched. -

POWER, is afraid—fears—to use it, just as God- said: "1
will break ‘the PRIDE of your POWER™; that the Umlcd

" States has slopped winning wars—that"America was un-

< "able, with adl its vast power, to conquer little North_Viet-

" nam!. The United States is fast riding. to thc GREATEST

. 'prophecy of Leviticus 26—and also of Deuteronomy 28—

FALL that ever befell any nation!
The-handwriting is on“the wall? :
You need, now, 10 UNDERSTAND the- remamder of thls

- and the many other prophecies relating.to thcm and events

.S00N o VIOLENTLY affect vour life! .,
. You need to look at. tln: p:ophecncs of. Jesus. of Jere--

L

"The result will be a.corrected people. T

. \ - . :
miah, of Isaiah, and others. describing how much more

intense is to be the punishment God is gomg to qu on lhe
British and American people.
For MaNY prophecies warn us of a csmukw that Hi

will be troublc ‘such as NEVER happcncd to any nation or

people! :

Knowﬁg our |denmy~—knowmg how the British and
American peoples are identifigd in the prophecies—-you
riced now to becpme AWARE of what is said about us in
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Danicl, Jocl. Hosea,- Amos, and
the other prophecies—what Jesus foretold-—as well as in
these prophecics written by Moses!

Why This Int

tah 4

ity of P

And you need, also, to know why a just and loving God is
going'to punish His chosén people—people He chase for a
glorious PURPOSE they have refused to perform.

The-very fact of punishment xmpllcs CORRECTION, We
need 40 understand that correction is applied to correct
WRONG WAYS harmful 16 us—to turn -us .around into
RIGHT ways that will cause desired blessings! Under-
stand! God punishes every Yon Hc ldves (Heb. 12:6).

Understand also human nature! Human nature wants
to be good—to consider itsell and be -considered good,
while it wants only to do evil: It wants the good result. But
it wants to. receive the good while it sows the ewil. It
somchow fails to grasp the truth that as we sow, so also
shall we reap! It's all a matter of CAUSE and EFFECT!

‘God's punishment only reflects God's LOVE—turiling
us from causing cvil rosults to the way that brings happ)
results! God is now about 1o STOP Us from bringing <colos-

sal evils on ourselves God is not angry because we are-
harming Him——but because we are harming ourselves— -
" whom God loves! -

Punishment Is Correction

The propheéies do not stop, with revealing the unprece-*
- dented multiplied intensity of punishment already begin-

ning to descend upon Amcrica and Britain. The prophe-
cies record also the RESULT of that intensified punishment.

¢eye-opening realization of what we bave done to curselves.

" The supreme punishment will teach us, at last, our lesson!

The punistment will break our spirit of ReBELLION! T0will
I of rottenness.and evil into

lift us up from the ce
. whichwe hav:&;unk It 'will teach: us the way to glorious

peace, prosperity, happiness, abundant well-being!
On beyond the frightful national calamities now de-

\ scending upon us will come a BLESSING inconceivably
grcalcr than the national material brthnght we have

possessed:

+We have to learn that material goods dre not the
SOURCE of happiness. 1 have often_kmemm'p,ed the many
rich men I have known—mén whose bank ‘balances were
full-—but "their ‘livés were empty! Material prosperity is

: mdeed desnrablc——but it is not the sourcc of happiness. -

twillbean -
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After ali, real happiness-is a spiritual cumx'nodiiy! The -

_ birthright was only one of Two major promises God made
to Abraham. The sceptre promise involved not only a
dynasty of human kings. It nced not have included them at
all—had the Israelites retained and been obedicnt to Gon

-as their King. The sceptre pointed primarily to CHRiST
and spiritual salvation through Him.

Our’peoples have basic lessons yet to learn, Thc TRUE

" VALUES arc spiritual. Actually, God's law is a spiritual

! law. It involves physical acts—biut it is based on spiritual

principles. And it requires God s Holy Spirit dwelling in
the mind to fulfill!

PUNISHMENT implics CORRECTION. Correction means a
change of course. It means REPENTANCE—and repentance
means tyrning around and going the OTHER. WAY!

Now, before | give you these sensational prophecies,
understand WHY national punishment myst come, and
who needs the correction! ONLY ‘those, who are sowing
EviL need it—who are transgressing God's'right WAYS—
- God’s law! Those, and -only.those, who are bringing on
"themselves the evils that result from transgression.

Amd UNDERSTAND THIS: Although the NATIONS as a
whole are to be put through this .unprecedented punish-
ment, yet those individuals who yield to accept God's
correction without the punishment shall be protected from
it! No one need suffer this. mtensc tribulation!

SQvonfold Moro Plagu“

Now notice again what is laid down in Levmcus 26.
After the national birthright had ‘been withheld 2520 .
years and then béstowed; after God gave our peoples that
national POWER, and has row, because of our: national
rebellion against His laws, broken the pride of our power;
“after He' shall " have. punished :us with unprecedented

“|. - DROUGHT, and epidemics of disease in' its wake, then 1F the

British and Americaas still continue in their evil ways— .
. still refuse te repent and turn to their God—He warns: -
.1 will bring seven times more PLAGUES upon you
accordmg to your sins.”” Read that'in the Revised Stan-
dard Version: “. .. 1 wilt brmg more plagues up0n you,
sevenfold as many as 'your sins” (verse 21).

What people do-not seem to realize is that sinN does
- bring upon the sinner the consequences of sin—the
plagues of suffering. The Bible defines sin as the trans-
gression of God's-law (I John 3:4), and the law of Gog is a

. Spiritual law (Rom. 7:14). -

‘Mnloﬂd Goods Not Enouqh o
Let’s undcrstand thls' I have said that money is not the

source of happiness. Mopey can buy only material things -

or services. But there must be the spiritual content, as

~ well as the physical, to happiness. Material things alone .

do not pravide satisfying happmws God’s law is a spirj-
~tugl law. In other words, it is THE WAY to peace, happi--
‘ness, abundant well-being. Going that way is what God
1 supphed to CAUSE real happmcss ’

Convcrscly then, can we not see. ‘that lransgrw-mg, that

way is o cause unhappinéss, pam and suffering, cmpti-
ness, heartaches, fears and worrics, rustrations? Al these
evils arc caused by transgressing God's laiw. The Sinner is
really plagued with these evils he brings on himsel.

Now study again that 21st verse of Leviticus 26, Pun-

ishment is CORRECTIONK. To teach us the Jesson we have
failed to learn by experience, God is going 10 plaguc our
peoples SEVENFOLD more than our sins alrcady have
plagued us—sevenfold more punmhmcnt lhan we have
brought on oursclves!

Or, as the Authorized Versjon says, : scvcn llmu morc'
‘plagues- upon you according to your sins.

* Sevenfold
INTENSITY of punishmcr}g OF CORRECTION!”

Slavery Once Again )
Notice nowtverses 23-25 (RSV): *

enemy

SLAVERY oncé again)

Get the real meaning of thls’ ‘Our §INs have brought
punishment. This punishment we have brought on our-
selves, If we still refuse to learn the lesson, and.be correct-
ed for our own good, God sdys, "1 myself will smite you
sevenfold.”” We have brought the consequences of siy on
oursé¢lves—now God will Himself brifig: on ‘us sevenfold
mare intense pumshmem~pumshment that. is CORREC-
TION! |

Now read on to verse 27 (RSV): “And if in spite of (hu

you will not hearken to me, but walk contrary to me, then i
I will walk contrary to you in fury [the seven last plagucs -
——Rcv 15:1], and chastise you myself sevenfold for your - -

sins. . .. And [ will LAY vour (ITIE& ‘WASTE.
will scatter you among the nations.”

Gad is going to keep multiplying chastemng - correc-
tion—upon our peoples until they do turn from their evil
ways—until they turn ro the ways that cquse peace,
happiness, prosperity, all.the good things! . «:

How UNTHINKABLE!—that our Maker shall have 10
Jorce our peoples ta be Happy. to have péace, to be able (o
enjoy prosperity, to yield, to accept—our own choice -

. And’l

eternal life in abundam well being arid joy foc 411 o

eternity!

How UNBELIEVABLE'—tha( human mnure‘ a’e.urmg
these blessings, has insisted stubboraly in gomg the ‘way.
that cuts them off and causes: PUNISHMENT—CORREC:
TioN—and then refuses to be corregted until jt is MuLT-

PLIED in intensity sevenfald/ Yes. sevenfold——thn.c sug- -

cessive times!, ¢
How GREAT is our God—and WHAT LOVE for our

ples He expresses, in patiéntly talerating and correci- E

ing 'us UNTIL we accept His, boundless LESSINGS! O
. (To Be Cammued) L :

And if.by this discipline ~ !
you are not turned to me, but walk vontrary 1a me, then t i
also will walk contrary o you, and L miyself will smite,you™ |
sevenfold for your sins. And 1 will bring a sword upon -
you . and you shall be delivered into the hand of the

16

 ThePLAN mqm.,wm 1979




oI Manu

or by grace are ye saved:

“through (aith: and that -

| not ol “yourselves it is
the gift of God™ (Eph
28). O Lord of hostl

blessed is the man that
lruslcth in !hcc (Ps .

84:12).

Faith'and trust in.God arg para» 1
. moumt far_ salvation--no one ques:

. tions that, God is faithful to perform
~ all the promises He has made to us;

© 17 He is merciful, forgiving, always
| alive and on Hand to help His people;
“holy, just; ctcmaxl loving---perfect in"
.| :all His ways. Again. no-one argues |-
_“with this fremise.. o
. But man,on the other hand is just ’

. the opposite: He is'vile, evil, fallible—.
-thie wickedness of man is so great that

his heart is only evi}, continually. Full
of vanity, lust-and greed, the best 6f
theryisasa briar, and themost upright |

I as a tharn hedge. David suws it up far

us when he says: “God looked down
from heaven upon ihe children of men,

- toseeif there wercany that did under- . |

stand, that did seek God. f:vu‘y oncof
them is gone back: thcy aré altogether”
-bécome filthy; there isnone that daeth

[ good, o, nat one " (Ps. 53: 2—3 )

' Nolplouctodo AT ; .
Isaiah nails it on the head when he

. .| ~ quotes God: as saying, “Thou worm
1 _chob”} (Isa. 41:14.) Peter tells us:

- It the righteous scarcgly be.

‘,‘"saved where shall the ungodly: and-

“the sinner appear?” (1 Pet. 4:18.)
Paul lays it on the line in his first

by Jon Hill .
. y Jon Hill

.

bouk to the Corinthians where he |

tells us what kind of people the breth-
ren are: foolish, dumb sheep,. wehk,
base, desprsigh helpless clods!

Don’t worry, nothin’s goin’ to turn |
out .al}- right! Even aftér you have

done everything God commanded,

you arc supposed to recognize that’
_.you are an unprofitable servant, only .

doing your dffyy (Luke.17:10).
“Faith and’trust-are for men to have
in-God. But you don't sugpose:your

. :Father in heaven and your Savior put
. any trust or faith in you, do you? O
~wretched map that | am, 1 die daily
“and-beat my body into submission. |
—can't’so much as lift my eyes to God, .

but just hang my - head and say,
“Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.”

. Sontetimes we outrival the “hu-
. mility” ‘of Job, We know God is so
" good and petfect and we are s0 evil
" every itnagination of the thoughts of

and bad that there'is nothmg we can,

- do to please Him, yet “though he slay
“me, yet- will T trust_in him™! (Job.

13715 we develop .2 negative as-
‘sumption:“God is so good. He is

. bound to do bad things .to us bad.
people, and we dcu:rve every- bu or )

i
All lhcsc sulplurcs quolcd of re-

“ferred to are in God's Word, and they
are truc—but often -we, ‘with olir
guilt. complexes, allowshem to all |
gang together to make the situation
look’hopeless. We forget all the thou- .

sands of positive’ comments God's

~writers make about Him, dand quote
" Him as makmg about His peoplc

) .Poor George . ) . )
Sometimes we aflow ourselves to gct'

into an attitude where we picture

. ‘-'_r-'

ourselves spiritually like poor

George. George  fell ofi: a. scaffold
from three stories up, broke halk the

. bones -in his body, scalded. himself -
| with hot tar and fay in the hospital |
covered with ba'ridages ‘from head to .
“ faot, strapped: in traction, fed intra-

venousty—-only his left cyeball was’

visible! The doctos came in, checked

-1 the chart at the Hottom of. the bed of
pain, hmmmed knowingly, but not

100 encouragingly, came around- the

side of the’ bed, looked closely at -
- George and said, "1 don't like the

looks of that eye!"
“Hopeless!

P

Somehow we forgpl lha{ God in -

His pérfection devised a plan to bring

“}-.us out-of .our natural depravity and. | .
into the divine perfection of His own |

familyy
Several years ago there was a po;»
ular country-western song that pic-

turéd God as many see Him, called -
“God's- Gonna Getcha -Fer That!™
" The . lyrics told about’ the ‘common
foibles of human nature and each

refrain ended with "God's gonna get-
cha fer that!” It showed God-as only

concerned with being divine Judge,.

Jury, Policeman and Jailer. Forgot-
ten were His love, mercy Yy forgav»neas

and concern—and o mention was,
. even made. of His plan for min- -

kind,
Dld God really- make a’ mmakc

"] when He created man? Did Satan -
“upset God's applecart when he de-.
- ceived our first parents in the Garden -
1. .of Eden? Does the dismal history of
man prove that whatever God. may
have planned for him must have bccn‘
Ca fallurc?
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- God's, going to. “gét you 'éxll‘

rught-~buc it is His plan.to 'get you
“into His Kingdom.*“'get you'

* changed, saved, born inté ‘His very
family s0'you become God as God ‘is
God! 1t is our Fagher's pléasure 1o

. bnr?g many sens 1o Bloty, 1o see (0 it
That no lemptation comeg our.way .

1+ which is impossible to overcome,. to
make  all things possible through
‘Christ, to give us freely of His-own

. divine nature; to grant us cternal life,

" to bririg us to the same perfection He

enjoys. “But as ‘many -as . recgived
him, to them gave he power to be. -

" come the sons of God, even 1o them
that. be“'li}vc' on his name: which were
“born,

of God™ {John l*:l2j13). h

God's Wlll

- Thatis God s plun for frall man. Has
counsel will stand. His plan will
work. He Himself proclaims that He
is'not willing that any should perish, -
but that all should come to repen-
tance--and God s will shall bé
done!

God has not chosen a plan that has

a built-in failure. mechanism. God -

has not created an instrument (man)
which is hopeless in the hands of its
Creator. And- more,- God—the Fa-
ther and the Sonr—has perfect faith
in_His own plan, in His instru-
ments. In shart, God has failh in
. man!
-Now G
man in the same way man must’ have
faith in God. &10d doesn’t need to be

savéd from anything. Heis life, self- *

regenerating, eternal, -all-powerful.

Yet, by His own design and the pur- -

- pose for which He crented mankind,
He will remain alone in His Kingdom
with His Son unless that plan suc-

‘ceeds ‘and men become: full-born
God-Sons. The Bible exudes conhi-

dence that thé many will eventually-~

make it (se¢e Rom. 11:20; [l Peter
-3:9; 1 Tim. 2:4). (Write for our free

article "Is This the Only Day of Sal- .

vation?") -

He is no harsh judge eager to pun
ish every wayward act of every way-
ward human who,so easily gogs-way-

" ward—He is rather our loving Fi-
- ther,- anxious ta smooth. our-way at

- every turn, nursing, caring for, prais-. -

5t of blood, mor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of mian, but |.

oesn't - need faith in o

-

mg, blessing us a thousand ways

_every day ta bring.us to the point of

birth ' His own fatmly'
Benefit of the Doubt |

.

. Let’s se& the measure of His trust in .|
1" us..Let’s sec the -meagure of How"
. much He has gambled on us, i’ you,
1 pléase—because there i s with each of |
~us that possibility thatwe may not
make it; we can reject Him, His Spir-. |

it, His efforts, . His will. Let's see how
niuch.of the benefit of the doubt Hp
has given to ¢ach-of us.

First, mankind is ‘unique in all of

* creation, both physical and spiritual:

We are- -the only beings God ever

“credted in’ His own image! (Gen, .

1:26.) Physical, mortal, frail, tempo-
ral, finite, feeble—but in the image

E . of God! Gog. gave uniguely of Him-

-self in our very basic design. Of the
entire created spirit-world, the angel-

ic host, bur Father God says they '

were dreared to.be’ ministering spir-
its, 'servants, for them. who shall be
hetr ofsalvauon' (Heb. 1:14,)

" The ‘entire limitless umverse was
created both as a setling, an incuba-

_'tor d‘{‘bll’,lhlng place-~-and as a pos-

session, A reward, a responsibility for
. His f\_uure sons (Rom. 8:17). Now,
ndbody’ goes 1o that much effort un-
less ‘he has faith his plah will work,
trusts the instruments he has chosen
to accomplish the plan!

In addition. God offers‘His own’
life--in the person.of Jesus Christ,
our, Pa»ovc; sacrifice (1 Cor. 5:7)—

" to pay.the penalty of the sitts that so

easily. beset us (Acts 2:38). Given

_freely before we recognize its need .
(Rom. 5:8). No other beings are af :

fered that sacrificel .

Beyond that, God designed  us to.
be uniguely updble f receiving His
own Spirit, Hxsmmd His.power, His

esscnee 1o be joined toshat 'spirit in

man” su cach of us might become a

new-bejng, a true Son of God, calling |

Him Abba, Father—-not just as 4 re-

ligious-sounding - phrase, but as a |
spiritual reality (Romi. 8:14-16).. No .
other being.is designed’ ivnh that ca-

. pauly
. He gnves us an “carnest,” a down:

'k ‘paymem of :His very Spirit (I Cor.

©.1:22). He trusts us with His greatest
treasurg, His Holy Spirit (Luke 19:12-
-2y He offers all we necd atany ume.

adds special giftsof that Splﬂf forusto

_-usc'(l Cor. 12.)

“Clouds of Wltnoun"

- And these evidences of God s teust in®
mankind ate amplified in the daily
care He- lavishes on-us. He says:
“Ask, and if'shall be given you; seek,

_and ye shill find; knock, and it shal)
bé opened ynto you. ... If ye then,
being evil; know how to give ‘good

more shall your heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to them that ask
him?" (Luke 11:9,13))

Exaniples from the lives of others
who have gone before us, that “cloud
of witnesses” Paul refers 1o in He-

. much our heavenly Father is for us—
~and *if God be for us, who can be _
against us?"(Rom. 8:31.) ‘

. Take Noah, for example. And re-

. member, God is no respecier of per-
sons; The great men of the Bible were
great because of their exercise of the

were all erring and very human, Just
like you. and me: ““Elias [l:‘,luah] wasd
_man subject to like passions as we are;

-not rain: and it rained not on the earth
r.by the space of -three years-and six '
- months. And he prayed again, and the .

~18). If God trusted Elijah. with such
power, and Noah withy such a job, He -

requires of us.’ -
Noah was. about 500 ycars old.

- and a wine maker. Noah ‘was not a

- shipbuilder :But God's plans called for

" the construction of a ship-the likes of
which the world had never seen. A vast,
vessel half the size of the Queen Mary,

til the turn of the twenticth, century!.

‘Noah was given the commission and
120 yearstofinish the job. ~ . .

“I'm sure Noah had his doubts. Hc

* doybted hiis capability, was unsure he

‘could compiete sucl a Fantastic-task.

. But-God knew he could. God trusted

. trusted Noah to build.a boat. but to

't -save all life on earth! Animal life and

a

without measure, 10 deal with the dif-
ficulties we face (I Cor. 10:13)—and

gifts-anto your children: how much

‘brews 11 and 12, help us sce how

..and he prayed earnestly that it might -

will trust you and mg 1o do wha( Hc -

a construction feat not duplicated un- . -

Noah to build-that ark. And not only .-

spiritual gifts Godgranted them. They o N

heaven gave rain, and the earth -1 |
brought forth her fruit” (James $:17-

 Noah was & farmer, a grape grower. 3

2
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Hwman life. God placed in trust with .

- .Noah all life on earth! And God was

T nghg‘uNoah did the job. Thankfully”

.~ for you and me'

.'Mlulon Impbnlblo?

Moses didnt exactly voluntecr for
| his epic. accomplishmerits either,
- Check Exodus 3 and 4 for the story.
Moses ‘made ‘every excuse in the
book: “Why me, Lord? Whoam 1 to

go talk to Pharach? Select someone”

else. I'm too old. I've-been away too’
. long and don't even know How to talk
to those people. anymore. I'm slow. of
speech. Who'll believe me anyway? |

" |, don’teven know what niame 40 usé for

© you!” etc., etc., etc. But in Acts 7:22,
Luke refers to Meses as “mlghty in,
words and in deeds”! .
God kiew Moses could do the jOb
u didn’t matter that it seemed like a -
mnssxon impossible.”” God knew the
.. power and. gifts He was- going to
supply—God had more faith.in.
" Moses than Moses had in- Moses, or -
thatt Moses 'had in God-at the time*
God trusted Moses withthe freeing of -
‘anenslaved people; with the. execution -
(of the fulfiliment of His promises to
+ Abraham more than 400 years before;

with the establishing of an entire na-.-

“-tion; with the.giving and codification’

: of Hlsownlaw with the establishment -

" of a.priesthood, civil ‘and religious

| laws; with'the power ta perform some -

-of the most outstanding miracles evér

-1 recorded:- with ‘the ability- to endure
-] putting up with rebeltious lsrael for40
~..yearsin the wilderntss,

"And+ God was rlght—Moses dnd

R heJob'
1 Abrahdm and Sarah had- their |.
: doubts Thiey looked" at the circum:

stances, their age, the track record of a
barren marriage. They tried to work
“outGod's promises some othier way: by
.- having 'Abraham producg an heir
through Hagar. Atage 99and 89 lhey
Both laughed inwardly when God told -

.| ‘them they, Abraham and Sarah, not |
- any other combination, were going to.

“have a baby in one year’s time! They
" couldn't believe it!
But God was right again. And when
- ‘the baby was born, God had them call
his name “Laughter” (Isaac) to teach
. them and us a lesson.-God not only
trusted. Abraham 'to father a child in-

hisald age, but trusted himto pcrfor_t_n ‘

an.unbelievable act of obedience: the
~'sacrifice of his miraculously born son
- Isadc! God' was. “betting”. on Abra-

ham-andbothwon’ o
Eomngonl\vlmur ; ~

(,onsndcr Joh God: put a lot of fanh'.f

in-Job. First-He brought Job to' Sa-

(tan's attention; thén turnied Satan
loose on him. Satan did' his best to |

cause Job to curse God and die. Sa-
tan- failed and never would "have
brought. up the subject again. -But

“God persisted, poinited out Job again,
-and allowed *Satan to persorally af- |

flict Job. in every way—physically,
nitntally, spiritually—to ‘within an-
inch.of his life. Job had a problem

-God wanted overcomé:, -self-righ-
“teousness. But, problem or no, God

wanted Job in His Kingdom. In order
10 provide the fesson, God unledshed
the greatest power known, apart
from His own, to afflict Job. ~ . ¢
-God trusted-Job, not only to sur-
vive the onslaught but to survive it *

“with greatér spiritual “stature and’
~ character. God trusted Job to be able
~'to resist’ Satan at his best (or worst,
“‘as the case-may be)!” '

Gad ‘was_righit. God “pel"'on

.'-‘Job«~and again won'

" “The eXamples of men. cxérclsmg

" fajth are toa numerous to documznt :
s Paul said. (Heb.-11: 32) '

] Walking on Watﬂ o
-Whax about Pelcr" Now there is

someone you caq idensify with. Over-

‘| zealaus, naive, suffering from foot-
“in‘mouth disease, jumping to conclu~ -
-sions, wéakening at the wrong

times—very human. But God be-

lieved- he could be a leading apostle,
- Rémember when Peter tried walk-

ing on water? Jesus was strolling on

- the surface and Petér wanted 1o try.

Jesus said: “Come. And ‘when Peter

|~ was come down cut of the shp. he '

walked on the water . . But,
(Matt. 14:29-30). -", o
‘Walking on water was not an cx-.

“clusive ability of Jesus. He knew |

what He would tell His disciples lat-
r: “He that believeth on me, the

: works that 1 do shall he do also; and

greater works than these shall he do;

‘because 1 go unto my Fathlier” (John

14:12). Granted, it is the power of

‘God that makes all possible, but the

all posstble is done through by and

-with human beings.

Jesus knew .Peter could walk on

* water, The problem was Peter didnt |~
 helieve Peter could do it—even after |
" he-did it! Peter looked around at the

physical circumstances, lost- his -
nerve, dropped his €yes. fmm Chnst,

-and promptly sank!

‘That same Peter later preachcd
and thousands were converteqwa

" miracle Christ Himself never person- ° ]
‘ally performed! That 'same Peter
passed by sick people, and they were -

healed by the shadow ‘of his passing. .
That same Peter exercised the trost:
placed in him and the-power- given:”
“Silver and gold have I none; but
such as. I have give I thee:-In the.
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth -
rise up and walk™! (Acts 3:6.) Haw
fitting that Peter should. bé insttu- -
mental in causing a man to watk who
had never walked! That same Pcter
raised the dcad

v wnom Does God ‘rruut? i
'And God kncw he could do all thcsc

things all ‘along: He. trusted Péter

(and all the other aposties) with ac- 1
- cess'to “all power . .. in heaven and |
in carth™ (Matt. 2871 8). :

What about you? Do you have

““faith that'God eculd trust you? - Do
.you believe God ‘could perforih won- |
ders through you? Do you think, God 1o
likes you? Wants you? :

" “As many as received him, to them
gave he power to become the sons of*
God, even to them that believe on his
name”™! (John 1:12:)

How much power does it take to
hecome a son of God? Da you doubt .

that you are capable of exercising -

such power? Do you doubt God
means-you when He said; “As many -

.as. received him, to them gave he -

power to-become the sons of God™?
Do”you 'think God would ever trust
you with power:like that? -
Wouldn't you liké 10 hear these
words: *Come, ye blessed of my Fa- .
ther, ‘inherit the kingdom prepared

for you from the foundation of the-:| - ’

world™ (Mau. 25:34.)

You can do it! God is for yoﬁ; Heis |
“willing to trust you with Hls Spirit,
‘power and mind! -

God knows you can!’
."Do you? -
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! by Stanley R Rader

| .Jnmmy Carlcr has snatched victory
from the jaws of defeat! As of this :

‘wtiting, the American President,

Menachém Begin, and Anwar Sadat_.
- together appear to.-have taken the -

biggest step toward péace in modern
- Middle Eastern history. = ..
All three of these. statesmen are

.-deeply devoted to ‘their respective -

- faiths. President Carter is an avowed

_born-again Christian; Mr. Begin is a_-

. staunch believer-in the Jéwish faith;
President Sadat is a devout ‘Muslim.

"All-three are noted.for their courage:

. and faith. All three have undertaken

" grave risks to their own political fu-
. tures from the very inception of these
-prolonged negotiations over a period * -

- of ﬁ\any‘;many monih. But " their

courage appears to have-paid off in a

~ handsome jeward for perhaps all of
‘mankind in spite. of the great risks
- they still must face in the future.

Let's face it. If Mr. Carter’s peace

- mission had utterly failed, the politi-

«cal fallout at home would have been

- incalculable. If he had been denied
.- the trinmph and come home empty-.

handéd, . his chubhcan ‘opporients .

" would have received a great boost in |
- their political fortunes. Not knowing
- the end result, it -took a great deal of
. courage: for him to perhaps : stake his |
,potmcal future or the recent pcaoe

talks in Palestine. -

Prime Mlmsier Begm has bccn the

IN Acéono Pras)dant Carter, Manked by former aduersarms Aqwar Sadat_ and
: Menache;n Begm announcas aareamant on terms of Egy tian-Israeli puce rrenty' .

.area .
) l‘)79) ln the latter issue 1 also wrote
" that “Prime Minister Begin may

.* proverbial “man on the spot.” He has
.. "been the natural scapegoat for fail-
.’ uréfrom the onset of his government.
. But healsois a man of great courage.. - .

- Mr. Begin placed the li’e of his gov- , .-

ernment on the line ir. the cabiret -

" vote on' an Egypuan-lsrach peace - .
:. padt-And even in the presence of

* President. Carter he has experienced.
the humiliation of a cruel heckling -

from the floor of the Kunesset by
members of his ewn Likud Party.
" Ican only repeat what | have twice -

- 'written in prevnous issues of The

Plain Truth: “However, because of
his political posture in the past, and
his genuine credentials as a hawk, he

[Mr Begin] stands, in this writer's. =

" view, as the one man who might be ~ "

_ able to make the kind of a deal with  -: S
" the Arab nations that would -bring = .

abodt g return of much of the occu-

pied tcrritory in réturn for the Arab
*._nations® ‘recognition of . Israel as a
- state, which-recagnition alope is' the

ouly' réal basis for peace in the
* (December 1977, January

evenwally enter histary as the one” .
" man’ who finally brought the state of

- Israel an honorable. peace wnh secu-
“rity.”

President Anwar Sadat is no
stranger to courage cither! He knows

| .there is- and has heen strong ‘opposi- -

tion in the whole Arab world to his

- peaceinitiatives with Israel. Many of
- his fellow Arabs apposed his epochal

journey. to Jerusalem to -address the

Israeli parliament; they fought Camp .

David; they. expressed oppasition to:

* . his ‘recent peace efforts in-Palestine -~ . i |
in conjunction with President Carter .

-and Prime Minister Bégin.: N

"~ - .And he also knaws very well that

he does notf have unanimous support

' _ even in his own «cabinet and parlia-
‘ment. Thig-is a high-risk business for
- political leaders. They must cnjoy at

least & -modicum of-success in their

- -peace-¢fforts just to ensure their.own

polmcal survival. - E
- Anwar Sadat has been tied to vari:.
ous military treaties. with. just about
cvery. Arab. country in the Mideast, -
Not a single one of these countries is

“even. remotely satisfied with the pro- -,
: | solutions: to: the Pajestinian




< terma
nations Would make the going shuch

1 B

,'~,-'_""eﬁtvs of just an -opening w'ed'geaa
".. 'Smrall beginning that could eventual-

" "ly iead: to full autonemy both on the

~"“West Bank and on the Gaa’Strip. It

- is natural for human beir gs to want
" ‘it all now, no. matter how impractical -
such |mpauence might be ip the step--

by-stcp—world of mternatlonal diplo-
" thacy.

‘Other dangers are ever ‘present.

v The Iranian. revolution has.at least
temporarily strengthened the hand of -

the PLO. The more militant -cle- -

7. ments of the PEO will app_areutly

“continué to-completety overshadow |

7 the more’ responsible Palcstinians’

. who would recognize and- respect the
. vbgmc right of Israel.to exist.

: _pocket This they did!
. 'But it took- the. exhaus!mg ordcal
B of around the-clock deliberations

.~ and the tireless efforts of Carter,

. Sadat and Begin to close the gap. Of
_+..course, shey all possgssed. the sure. L
*. knopwledge that if they failed to seize f LL

~ the orportumty ‘of‘the 1 s
pressures from ncvg borm

; harder the next time around.

They knew they could riot afford . .
- the_luxury of quitting. They knew-
<, they had’ to stubbornly persevere! -~ =
- Bath Egypt and Israel rcmcmbcfcd. e
" that they had come a long way since

their troops were appatently hope-

R lessl) tangled sround the Suez Canal .
“Jin the wake. of the Yom Klppur .

- War,
> Owt of this. dlplomanc powder- keg

g -_"emcrgcd the unprecedénted tech-
nique of “shustle. diplomacy.” For-
" mer-Secretary.of State Henry Klssm-' :

o ger would seck to narraw the gap in

negotnauons just. a litle more with
ach trip. Weeks ‘went by with little -

. apparent success: And Knsunger was,
being mcrcasmgly assziled as an-em-
issiiry of . evil by: well- meanins. but

-geceived, street démonstrators. More.

and more it began 1o appear as if the'
talks “imight ‘suddenly -abort and -

gravcly thrcaten the alrcady prccarv

is céase-hre. -

chg human, : sziuiger
e been’

throw in- thc towek But ;ood scuse.‘

finally' prevailed and the bresk- .-
through suddenly canie amid the
‘gloomiest/ of “dire- predictions. The :

‘parti¢s had persevcred'

The subsequent” négotiations” be-_
tween Israel and Syria over the sta--
" tus-of the Golan Heighis were no*
. easier. The dismal prospect oT failiire
rearcd its ugly head on morc than ..

one ogcasion. At one point ‘in. the .-

" talks it appeared_that Kissinger-

would be” obliged to announce the

. that very.purpose. . .,

.- Time and time again former Sec- "

; retary- Kissinger was .témpted  to

. In short there was every good rea-~ =~ < v
©.,son for both Israel and Egypt to over-

" come all obstacles, comie to.térmsand.

©". .send a happy Jimmy Carter home
- .with an agreement’ practlcally in hls

.ee

-+ The road to peace in the

Middl¢ East will not be
-an easy gne. Even with
the “magic” solution to
' he lsraelt~Egyptian

broughl into the peace -
i "egonanorrs. e

S99

ahandon smp But he pncssed on, and' .
in the end he ‘persevered. When the
_ncgotiations were favombly termi- -

nated, Golda Meir was prompted 10 -
*Today all our efforts that
- s¢emed impossible are crowned with -

‘say

‘success. From- today on I hope thit
quiet’ will prevail on” the - northern

borders, a day when mothers and
children both in-Syria and. lmel will .

be able to'go to sleqp qmctly

cussions. Obtaining vital concessions .
- from M,
- skillful negotiating. Jimmy Carter
_must_be given overy. credit for his
-‘pemstem‘ Indecd it was he who had

‘ okl brough the wo Mideas lad--

susperision of negotiations. Indeed,'a .-
hall was rented at Lod Airport. for.\

Begin: took patient and .

ets togethcr to help them oonstruct a .

viablc frameéwoik for peace.

 Then, in’ the aftermath of Camp =
»Dawd the peacemakmg process bes
~ gae.to flag.
* President, almost in the role of a sec*

Agam ‘the  American

retary of state, picked up the baton.

;asid-everi humbled himself-by going
. -directly 10 the key countries. He lent ' | -
the prestigé of the U.S, presidency to " | -

the ‘arduous. negouauons—even in- -

- dulging Biniself in. a mimvcmon of

“shuttle dlplomapy

And even in the wake of apparent
success,.’all the. parties affected. are
going to have to keéep on trying—
perhaps at timies when damage to -

.dignity and the prestige of one's -

country would normally dictate. an
automatic termination to «the nego-
baung process. The- stakes are too .1,
highi-in this nuclear age! We simply -

. cannot afford another major Mrdcasv.
war. :

One of the seven laws of success is -
perseverance! As Mr. Herbert Arm- -

strong has written: *Nine¢ inten, at - |

least once or twice in a lifetime, come

" to the place where they appear to be

totally defeated! All is losi—appar-

" ently, that is. They give up and quit,

when just a little more determined -

.- hanging on, just a little more faith -
- " and: perseverance—just a little more
. sticksto-it-iveness would have turned -

apperem ccmm fqﬂurc mto glonous*_.
sucoe:s o
Nations - atc not excmpl from

‘ 'obeyms this-vital law of success. As 1
- have writteh before, the road to
. peact in the Middle East will not be .
-an my onc. Even with the “magic” - .
_solution’ to the Israeti-Egyptian dead+ - | -
“lock. ather'key nations still remain to-

be. brought into the peace ncgotia-

“w tions, And, of course, Old Jerusalem
- will sooncr or Jater have to enter-into
"future talks. Control of the sacred -

Qity is the most emouonal and poten-

* 7 tiglly explosive issue in Palestine.
History then - -repeated. itself av

. Camp David: At ong point in the
- negotiations there, President™Sadat -
-was prepared:to abandon Turther dis-

~These knotty -problems arc going

to try the patience of Middic Eastern. |

and Weatérn statcimen alike. These -

- issucs will' not. conveniently disap-" | -
However, they will subside in. |
" the face of leaders who are notoply | -
mully ‘commitied to peace, but who.- | .

. pear.

are mllmg 10 conmlcmly persist and -
~persevere - far- bcyund ‘what: would: ::
normlly In requlrod




MP L Yoddes - B Caiemtn

nlonmn once .ldmomshed "(m

to.the ant, thou sluggard: con-
sider lier ways, and ‘be wise: .
which . . . gathereth her food in .the»

‘harvest” *(Proverbs 66-8). .
_ The. tiny ant is indeed & remark-
.lblcumluu I)fau the'social orga-

* mization und food- -gathering abilities

~ of ants are utiérly amazing,

Considor "the. tropical’ Jeafcutter

ant, These indusirious insects harvest
Jeaves with s precision and determi-

nation that cam quickly strip a whole .
tree ar shrub. The largest ‘worker

Into semicirculas -preces of just the

ight size to be carried ofl to the nest

by ather workers. .

rhe sight of a little ant strubghng

1o carry a largc -sized chunk of leaf is

truly awesome;-but the fact is, an ant
1 \kmm.lgm.tbl) strong and can carry
100 times its bwn weight! An an¥can

handle jobs which would be the.

cquwalent of-a.man pushing a five- .
ton’ truck wnh Mt tires up a steep.

_ Rl -

So \&hdl do lhe leafcutter ants do
wnth the’ leavcs once they get them

aqes froni the colony smip-the leaves. © by Rabert A. Ginskey . _back to the nest? No, they don't eat
° - 2 ! . - . L2 ' - C A
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them br store-them for food. Instéad,

- like any’ good organic farmer, they -

construgt. their own miniature com:
_post pile by first chewing the leaves
into small picces, then “watering”
them down with their own saliva and

fertilizing them with their own excre- -

tions. The ants then cultivate a spe-
cfil fungus garden which provudus
food for the colony. .
Yet that's not the ¢nd of the leaf-
cutter's agricultural expertise. They

abbo maintain proper temperityre:

contrsl over_ théir fungus crop® by

opcmn; and lem;, ant- m‘xde \'erm- ;

The PLAR Toor H e iy 079
N ~

Potar wald - Brace (‘ntmn.,.:

. INDUS TRIOUS LEAFCUTTER ANTS snip off precise semicircular pieces of vegela

tron for Fransport back to-the nest. Close-up (above) shows worker ant removing
segment of leaf while another worker (below) carries leaf <section.down to the
colony compost pile. The ways ofithe ant pose perplexing problems for evolution

-lation shafts located near the grow-

mg chamber.
The. ants don't learn to° harvest
leaves and cultivate their fungus bed;

. they do it instinctively.

But could such a high level of so-

phistication-on the part of the “low- .

iy ant have resulted from: time,
chiince, and natural selection? How:
did the .ant’s ancestors discover the

“art of “drganic ‘gardening—cultivat-.

‘ing a fungus, with chewed-up, fertil-
ized tree leaves? Who taught the
leafcutiers the art “of “temperaturé
cunlrol" lsnl it re.laonable to con-

(Romans 1:20). Surely the

Raymegay 4 Mender - Ac Sais AT Taiy -
clude they had some outside help?
Anterestingly enough. the arliest
krown fossils of ants are apparently *
identical with species now liviig! For
this and many other reasons, ants
pose a gigantie problem for the theo-
ry of évolution.

King Solomon said the study of the
ant would make one wise. The apos-
tle Pau! said that the mind and power
of God could be understood from -a
study of the things that are made
“ways 0°
the ant” are an excellent place 16
start, 3 o o

237




by Roderick C. Meredith

.

ince coming here,” an
African student told an
American friend, *'I've,
discovered the white man

has two gods—-one that he |

taught us about, and an-,
© other td whom h¢ prays. A mission
school taught me that the tribal doc-
trines of my ancestors, who wor-
shiped images and believed in witch-
- craft, were wrong and almost ludi-

crous. But here you worship larger -

images—cars and electrical ap-
ph.mces 1 honiestly can't see the dif-
ference.”

This dmllusloncd young man had

Very few grasp the spectacular.
difference between today's
. Christianity and the original

teachings of C hrist. .

" discerned that modern
“ty” had strayed a long way from the

— ‘
“Christiani-

original seachings of Christ. The re-

alization hit him like a thunderbolt. -

Whare Does Christ Come in?
But why have modern Christians for-

‘saken the simple leachmgs ‘of Jesus

2
Christ? y

Let's take a cgse in point. Jesus -

Christ declared: " You have heard the
saying,"You must love your neighbour

" Piam Tuth Photos

and hate your encmy * But 1 tell you,’

- love your enemies and pray for these

who persecute you..." (Matthew

. 5:43-44, Moffatt (runslaiion).

Do professing Christians in our
Western culture follow Christ by lov-

commanded’ Of course not. That

vwould not e Prd(.lIC(J we are_told

“ing their enemies and turviing the
-other, chicek (Matthew 5:39) as He

The’ grulh is that most of the

greatest and bloodiest wars in all his-
tory have been waged primarily in

The PLAN TRUTH  June-July 1979
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- Europe—the very -heart of Wesu:rn

Christian civilization.

Were the men, women and even
children involved in these wars true
followers-of the humble carpenter of

Nazareth who said: “Love your ene- .

mies”? Remember that these people-
called themselves by the name of |
Christ—*"Christian.” .

It seems that neatly all Western ]

religions, philosophies and sects per-
sist in applying the fame of Christ to .
their ideas, ‘teachings and practices,

however far removed from the teach-:.

ings of Christ' they may be: In_ an-~
cient times, the pagans at least hon-"

- estly and openly ackndwladged’ thc :

dols they worshlpcd

Using Chtlst‘n Namo Provn
Nothing ~

Since the hfcl death and rcsurrcctlon
of the Son of God Christ’s pame has -
been placed of every type of pagan,
perverted philosophy of man that has,
come along! The fact that many doc-

- trines, ideas. and practices of men are

called “Christian” proves absolu(ely

“nothing!

Did Christ start these ldeas and -
institutions? Do they follow. His.

- teaching and His example? How ¢an

you know? What was the tcachmg of |

Jésus Christ? .
" The only. authontatwe -answp_r is -

found in the inspired record of what
Jesus did feach and in the-‘perfect

- example He set for us to follow. Your |

own Bible contalns this’ msplred
record,

With the above quesnons in‘mind, -
let’s. look into the Bible honesgly,
openly and without prejudice: N

What did, Jesus—the Author of
true Chnsuamly—actually teach
and do? And remember that a true
“Christian” is one who follows
Chnst and His teachmg'

Whlt Dld Jesus Tnch?

" At the beginning: of His mlmslry,

“Jesus: came into Galilée; preaching
the gospel ‘of- the kingdom' of God, -

" and’saying, The time is fulfilled, and .

the kingdom of God is. at hand: re-
pent ye, and. bchcvc ‘the . gospel

 (Mark L:14-15). A
. The word "ngdqm |mp f s gov--

earth. He commanded: “Repent ye,
and believe the gospel™ .

To repent ipeans to be so sorry that
you are not only willing toquit Jiving in
what thealogians call “sin—but that -
.youarealsowilling toturn aroum‘i and
gotheother Way But what issin? God
- answers, **Sin is the transgresston of
thelaw” (1 John 3:4).

‘So we must repent of disobeying
. God's government—of brealqng His

- law!

" Agam notlcc Jesus® own m&pnred

. words -on _this’ subject: ***Think 'not

(although many -do-warit to think
_this]that [.am come todestroy the
. law, ot the: prophets: 1-am not comeg

to destroy, but to fulfil's {Matthew |

5:17).. Greek “scholars adknowledge

. that the word translated. *‘fulfil™

.mreans not 6nly to do of perform, but

) also to fill to the full. In other.words, -

Jesus, in' His own. lifé,. filled to lhc
‘full and perfectly performed the spir-
_itual inteni and purpose of God's
" law—to love God with all your might
and to- love your ncnghbor as your-
~self. |

Why djd He do this? To do away
* with God’s Jaw by.this means? That’s.
what men ‘will ‘tey to’ téll you! Thc

_ ultimaté criterion_ for right and
| ‘'wrong, many church leaders- say, is

not divine command, but the individ- -
- ual’s subjective pcrceptlon of what is-
good for himself. “We. are délivered ..

* from'the law,” they expostilate. But "

let God answer ' In-a prophecy about .
‘the: gpming’ McssnahA Isaiah wrote:
- “The Lord is well pleased for his
teousneSS sake; he will magmfy
w and* makc it: honourable

(lsana' 42; 21) PR

Jown annlﬁod God sLaw. o

To magmf Y- C does not mean lo deslroy.
)::‘l to show forth ‘and enlarge to the
f)

lest. possible -ektent. Jesus perfect-
fulfilled -and ‘magnified God's law. .

o show us .its fullest spiritual appli- -

. cation’and-also to set us an example -
" that we should follow ‘in Hls steps
- (7 Peter 2:21)

" Jesus conunued in tlus same dlsa ;

“course: “Whosoever ‘therefore shall ..
*.break one of these least command-

1 ments; ami'shall teach mien so, he

" shall be called the least in the king-"
. dom of heaven: but whosoever shall_

gip and teach tl;em_, the same shall be

T ™

called great in the kingdom of heav- ’
en” (Matthew 5:19). So-according to
Jesus’ teaching, you have to both do

-and teach even the least of God's '

<ommandments.if you ar¢:to become, -

| great in His Kingdom. This is just

| the opposite of the common teaching
‘of “Christianity” today. Probably

" you were taught to. belicve lesus did

-

away with the law of God.
Jesus showed that even to hate a
brother—involving as it does the

_spirit- of murder—is bringifg us into
-judgment before the spiritual law of

" God (Matthew 5:21-26). He vividly
illustrated how one can commit adul- .|

" tery net only by performing the act,

-but also by just lusting aftcr a woman

* in his heart (verses 27-28).

Read these examples in your.own

*| -Bible. Think about them. In every
. «case they obviously do' not do’away'.

with God'’s law, but-rather they make

it all the more binding!’

Matthew’s fifth chapter - ehds w1th“’
Jcsus instruction; **Be ye [*“become

.ye” is the literal, original Greek]"
. therefore: perfcct even as your Fa-
_ther which: is m heaven is perl'ect
Averse '48).

Obedlcncc 0 God and Hts Iaw is -

. the keynote of ‘the entire Sérfmon on
‘| “the: Mount. Jesus declared: “Not |’ ..

. every onethat saith unto. me, Lord, « |-

- Lord, shall enter’inito the kingdom of

heaven; but he that doeth the will of -

- my Father which is m heaven" (Mat-
. thew72l) .

-Dld Jnug Sot a Perfect Enmplo? L

Remember, a Chrlstlan is-one who

‘| +litérally follows the exariplé-of Jesus
N Christ! Jesus was the “light” that God -

_ sentinto the world to show man how he
- ought tolive.“That wasthe true Light, ~

which lighteth every man that comcth

1 “intothe world™"(John 1:9). .

- Peter was. inspired ta record that

R Jesus Christ livedaccording to God's .
~ ways, leaving us. ati example; that we

should follow His ‘steps (1 Peter
2:21). Jesus obcyed God. He did not -

- sin—and sinis the “transgressnon of
-the law.” Rather He obeyed God and .
- suffered willingly in-service to others,
-and in all this, set an examplq for us

to follow.”
The apostle .Iohn was mspnrcd to -

~write: “He that saitti’ he’ abideth. in |
- him [Christ] ought ﬁnselfals_pso‘lol PR

-

.
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'walk [to live], even as hc walked"

(1 -John 2:6).

- The New English Bible translauon
renders this in more modern English:
“Here is the test by which wé can

: m‘akc sure that we are in him: whoev-
* er claims to be dwelling in him, binds

himself to live -as Chnst hxmsclf
lived.”

Jesus lived a‘life of giving and‘»
serving. He conducted Himself as.an -

gov¢rnmcnt_—God’§ government in
heaven which will soon come to earth

How many Chnsuans
lieve this?
.. Pau] was mspnred to wme that Je:

sus Christ is-the Same yesterday, to- |
-+ | day; and forever (Hebrews 13: 8)."
“'f. Christ has not changed. He. will

guide you to live the same'kind of life

today that He lived in His own hu- |
“man body. 1900 years ago: And re-

mémber, Jesus “was in all points

: ,temptcd like as we are, yet wnthout

sm * (Hebrews 4:15).

How will Jesus gulde youtado this? .

‘ambassador of a foreign kingdom or -

- to replace all human governments, -
rcally. be- -

The-apostle Paul put it this way, de-*

scribing his -own ‘experience:
live; yet not 1, but Christ liveth in me:
I live by the faith of the Son of God,

me” (Galatians 2:20).

Here -we see that Chﬁét comes’ to

“l am -
‘crucified wnth Christ: ncvcrtheless I

1. andthe life which 1 now live in the flesh .-

“whio loved me, and gave hlmsclf for‘ :

live His life in the true Chiristian,-He * |

does this through His Spirit (Romans.

8:9). The Holy Spirit impartsto the: .{

individual - the very faith- of "Jesus
- ‘Christ—1hée ‘samé faith ‘that’ gulded
- and motivatéd Jesus whcn Hc

dwelled in -mortal flesh. 3
" Through. the: HolySpmt lhen you.}',
| can receive the very nature and

" power .of Chrlsl‘ 10. obey. the com- -
71 ‘mandments apd’ taws -of - Almlghly-
~|. God. The Holy Spirit imparts the *
- power to° keep God's: splruuai Taw. It -
S cis His ngh;eoysrncss -operating in |
1 your body, a’
- -ingly yielde

y that you have will-

N now the: Holy smm Funcnonc

Bt haw does’s ‘one receive God’s Holy
| - Spirit? Peter addressed a largg. du-
1 dlcnce of peoplc m his day, sayxng._:_

_  to-Hiin -as His instry: '
.| -ment. ‘What .percentage of, “Chns-
+ tians” do that today? .- °

““Repent, and be baptlzed every one,

of you in the name of Jesus Christ for -
the remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spmt ‘
(Acts 2:38). This same prmcxple ap—
- plies to our day. - g
Since your old self must be ﬁgura-
-tively ‘buried-—~baptized for ‘the re-

"1 ‘mission of sin—you must first repent

-of sin.-That means.4o repent -of
breaking God’s ldw! Tlhien, after truly

~repenting ‘and ‘accepting, through

. faith, Christ’s shed blood as payment
for’ your past sins, you must be' bap- |
" tized in ordet to receive lhe glft of
God’s Holy Spirit. b

Baptlsm—-—lmmerslon ina watcry :

grave—~1s an outward -acknowledg-
ment of .the death penalty you.hdve.

‘brought upon’yourself by dlsobcymg 1

the law of your Creator and is.also-dn’
acknowledgment of your willingness b
to let your old. sel£ ﬁgurativcly die.

The Love of God -

Then, throngh His Splnt Chnst
places His nature within you—His

. love, His faith, His strength to over- -
come.your. own nature and the temp-
tations ‘of Satan and. of this world
| (see Galauaps 5:22-23).

" The lové you receive through

-God’ s Spirit is not mere human love, .
._bm _thc very love of God, which

thc Holy/ Spirit which-is given unto
- us”:(Romans 5:5)." e
ow how does this love opcrate"
- Christ’ sJWord gives the true answer:
-“Eor thik is the love of God, that we
-keép his commandments:. and his
commandments. are not grievous”
(I Johm 5:3).
- 1t is through God's love placed in
us by His Spirit that we are able to
keep His commandments!’ Through
_ constant 'Bible study, edrnest prayer,
and consistent spititual overcoming
and growth, you can yield to let God
 fashion you in His spiritual i image, 50
_ that you.can te born’of Him in the
‘resurrection as. His own sonAhavmg
His vety nature. .

- This is, in fact, the very purpose of
your f.xnstence '

18 slcd abroad in our hearts by

\dentity of-True cnmua‘m N

Down through history, God bas al-
ways set apart those who truly serv

inspired to write: “He that saith, 1
. know him, and keepeth not his com-

mandments, is a liar; and the trﬁth is
- not in him” (I John 2:4). <,

“kind of character ,and personality
that the true God is. He is not truly
*“acquainted” with God! He is simply’
manufacturing his own private “god”
out of his own imagination.

Can we believe that God means
what' He says in hls inspired
Word?

The true God docsnt even hear
our prayers unless we keeff"His com-
mandments! ©“And whatsoever we
ask, we rective of him, because we’
keep his commandments, and do

| those things that are pleasing in his

 “sight” (1 John 3:22).-How many pro-’

" fcssing Christians believe this? «.To-

day, as the African student= per-

ceived, millions of deceived” people

g worship a sentimental, manufactured

mg that the importance .of worship-
ing the true God of creation—the®
God who requires obédience to His
will as-a prerequisite for receiving the
gift of eternal llfc—can be lightly set
aside.

But God states: “Whosoever trans-
gfesseth, and abideth not in_the doc-
" trine of Christ [the very teachings of

+ Jesus Himself], hath not God,‘ He
.that abideth in-the doctripe of Christ,

If there come any unto you,
bring not this-doctrine, receive him

‘God speed: For he that biddeth him
God speed is ‘partaker of hlS evil
deeds” (I John 9-11). - -~

Those are strong wordy‘rhe mat-
ter of obedience 10 the true God and
. His law is of paramoum importarce!

-What Do You Mean—"Salvation'?
and The Ten Commandments.)

- This. obedienge is .what -sets real.
Christians apart from the millions
who assume that.they are Christians
but who have strayed far from the

Hnm by keepmg His commandments | -

“

“Christ. 0

.

~.A'person_who isn't kccplng God's
commandments does not grdsp the ~

simplesrtruths taught by -Jesus.

-and His Jaws. The apOStle John, was 3

2

"~ “god” who: requires.no obedience. -
Thcy have been deceived iito believ- -

2 he hath both the Father and the %m ’
d

not into. your house, nelthcr bid him

(Write for our”free booklets Just -

. Obedience will make-you happy " |
and fill your life with real inner joy. -

7

T v
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he ife Sir Bertrand
Russell declared:
“Rcligiron is basgd, 1

. thipk, primarilyf#nod |

Prica—
sumably he would have

gréed with the ancient Greek hmlow

mainly upon fear.

Krian Polybius that the purpgss of:

gion is 19akeep the masses i ¢hock. .-

FAnd one must admit thagin many
jcases Jwy had a poigl, Sc much of

r@mmgy" .

Yy Brian Knowles

. .ery human bemb is condmoned

"y life itself to have fears of one kind
or another, Almgst no onc is totally
free from -fears. Russell explained,
¥Fear is
thing-~fear of the mysterious, fear of
defeatafeap-of death.” Those who, in
e pame of Christianity, “make
méychandise™ of people realize this,
The late Jim Jones used this fact to
r'o tml his fo!iawcrs who, acwrdx

the basis of the whole -

woncs l.lmsc f was paranmd But, .

as a writer forfNewsweek observed:
“The paranoia that was his constant

“eompanion was also his weapan; he

forged loyalty by convincing many
members that without him they
would be killed or imprisoncd by the
Ku Klux Klan, the ClA or any num-
ber of frec-fRoating forces of evil. But
as an extra safeguard, he encou
intramural ler roFMcmbcrs wefc &)
couraged 4o

hitdren- who




N ,;Sup.p'osédi'y classless society was set

up according to a ngld and unforgiv-
mg hierarchy.”

While Jim Jones was, later re-
vealed to be an ecclesiastical charla-
* tan, he was more or less typical of a
“whole genr¢ of * ‘charismatic” reli-
ngI.IS I¢aders who, through fear and
- intimidation, mesmerize the ignorant

s :~' into submlsslon *It was as if all the
"I zany strains of do-it-yourself religion

3!

_ these.

“ang persona%nty cult salvation ‘that

“-have built up in America had sud-
dgnly érupted with- ghastly force,”

""continued. the Newsweek report.

" The ‘principles upon which Jones

| founded his sect were apparently al-
" friistic and. seemingly noble. .Like

. most cults, the People’s Temple
" started out idealistécally. But some-

: lhmg went wrong. Through his “mes-

‘sianic. mix. of retigion and hatred”

--Jones . carved -out as ecclesiastical
. empire, based, in the final analysis,

upon fear. Things became twisted.

»* Fear toak over and death followed.

. “Fear,” wrote Bertrand Russell, .

“is the parent of cruelty, and there-

fore it.is*no wonder if cruelty ‘and
religion have gone hand in hafid.”

|- Tha Real Danger

"Toa degree Russell was }ight. But
1. Russell,

because of his disillusion-
ment with organized religion, threw
out the baby with the bathwater. He.
~became - 'a much-celebrated atheist.
‘And 1hat's the real danger of fear
religion!

_How many millions of polenual
Christians have been “turnegd off™ reli-
gion by exposure to the bloody facts of

- ecclesiastical history? How .many

have pointed to the sénseless Cru-
sades, the crueland inhuman abuses of
the Inquisition, and to the violence of
the Protestant Reformation as evi-
dence that religion is a source of end-
less pain and suffering? And yet all of
&mablc events were carried
out in rcligious zeai—in the hopc of ©
gainigg ground and converts to .
“Christianity™ °
‘However, as the apostle Pawdl
might have put it, it was zcal, “but
.nat -accerding to knowledge (Qs in
Romans 10:2)—a mtsgulded zeal
which has_resulted in: the. torture;-
maiming and murder of millions. F)r
though- the Inquisitors thought they

! _underslanding and

were “saving souls from damnation”
by torturing people irto confessing
. Christ, for every forced “disciple”
- they made, they undoubtedly alien-

ated thousands from at least their |

brand of Christianity!
Fear and hatred have bcsmlrched

“Christian", reltgious communities |

for‘centuries. And our day still.wit-

‘nesses the rise, and the falk, of move-
.ments, sects, cults and churches

founded upon fear and exclusivism,
which appropriate the name of Jesas
Chnsx to control the minds of ‘men.

+ Such- rellglon is clearly not‘%f'

Chnst'
.. The true God of real Chnsuamty

is' the" God of the New Testament *

‘whom Jesus came to reveal (Mat-,
thew 11:27; L uke 10: 22) because the
real naturg of God was not under-
stood in Old Tcstament times.

The God ot Josus '

What kind of a God did Jesus reveal?
When His disciples asked Jesus ta

c_show them the Fathet, He pointed
‘out that if they had-seen. Him (Je-

sus), they had, in effect, seen the
Father because ‘I and my Father are
one” (John 10:30).

. Was He a harsh, brutal, gosmic |

“hanging judge™? A divine monster:
capable of unreasonable wrath and
incredible vindictiveness? :

Not at all. Yes, God would-punish.
Yes, ‘God would have vengeance
upon His enemjes. Yes, God would
be vindicated in*the final analysis.
But Jesus also taught that. to se¢
. Him, 10'know Him, was 10 | know His
Father.

- Ia short, -we ungerstand .God by
erceiving Christ!
Jesus is His Father's Son in every

sense of the term. He was a faithful |
Son in whom God *‘was well:

pleased.” He reflected perfectly the
sterling qualities of .character dis-

played by His divine parent. Toknow

- Jesus is 40 know God!

Jesus was net yindictive. He never
required a "pound of flesh.” He was
not out for blood. He wished the suf-
féring of no mran. He was neither
condemnatory. nor judgmental. To a
woman taken in the very act of adul-
tery He saig, “Neither do [ condemn
thee: go, and sin no more” (John,

" 8:11). He was acceptingaloving, con-

" nity!”
“‘Give your heart to the Lord and

stantly moved with compassxon
(Matthew 9:36; 14:14; Mark 6:34).
‘His great abiding commandment

was to love—unconditionally and in -

anyand allcircumstances. This was to
be the greatest sign of a true Christian:
“By this all men will know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one
another™ (John 13:35,RSV).

He “taught.them as one who had
authority™ (Matthew 7:29, RSV)—
that means He knew what He was

yelled, scrcamed and pounded His
sgrollt)

To the weak and burdened, Jesus
said, “Come unto me, all ye that

- talking about. (It doesn’t mean He

labour and are heavy.laden, and I will’

givé 'yau rest” (Matthew 11:28)7 He
said nothing of vengeful fear. He did
not threaten or intimidate. He was
meek, and rode into Jerusalem, not

blest of animals (Matthew 21:5).

He made no attempts to overcom- |

penéa(e so He could somehow
“prove” His -masculinity, yet' that

-didn’t m):ike ‘Him effeminate in any
wa$. He'was simply a natural, upaf- .
fected, tenderhearted man. Yet He

was also God. in-the flesh. And in
Him ¢ould be viewed a perfect reflec-
tion of the character of God the Fa-
ther.

" Jesus and Hell

It is quite truc that Jesus spoke of 4
real hellfire. He spoke of a fire that
‘would burn up the incorrigibly

wicked. But He did not imply it
would be the fate of most of man-
kind' He was not constantly scream-

- ing, “Hellfire. and damnation! Re-}

pent or you'll fry in hell for all eter-~
Neither did He proclaim,

your pocketbook to the preacher and
ye shall be saved!” This was nor the
message of Jesus, even though He

. apoke clearly both.of hell (the Bible
kind, not the kind that is commonly -
but erroneously believed iin)-and of
Fepentance. 3

Jesus brought a positive message'

of a coming Kingdom that would one
day encompass the earth. He-spake

‘of a time when the Spirit of His

Father. would be poured out of)..the

nations—a message prefigured by . ’

_with-a show of power, pomp and cir-
. cumstance, but op an ass—thé hum-

t
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“{ ™" Later, the apo:,(lc:. 4lso taugltt lové,

spoke of a time of rest,a time of
- peace. - .
Jesus, in His now- famous Sermon
.on the Mount, taught: “Blessed are
the peacemakers. . . . Blessed are the
pure in heart. ...
meek™ (Matthew'5:9 8, 5)..
* He spoke of the Church as a com~,
munity of brethren—a family, if you
please. Of authority in the Christian
community He taught: “You_ know
., that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them. [tyrannize—Goodspeed
translation]. amd their great men ex-
ercise authority {dominion—KJV}]
over them. /t shall -not be so among
you; but whosoever wduld be grcal
among yow must be your servant”
(Matthew 20:25-26, RSV). He then
pointed out that He did not.come to
be waned on, ministered-to, or te be
" served: **. . . even-as the Son of man
came. nof to be served but tg seive”
(Matthew 20:28, RSV).
Jim Jones, and many others,
. lorded it over their congregations.
" They ‘ruled with force and cruelty.
They controlted with threat, fear and
intimidation. And, in so doing, they
violated the spirit andintent of Jesus?
own ms(rucuam to His dlelplCS

The Aponﬂes Taahhing

and against fear. "“There is no fear in
‘love; but-perfect love casleth out feary
because fear hath' tarment™ (I John
4:18). Jesus Christ Rever intended

torment and constant- fear!
Christians have been called to
peace—not- to fear. Paul spoke of
“the, peace of God, which passeth all
- understanding.. . . " -(Philippians
4:7). He wrote that peace of mind
shouid “fill the hearts™ of Christians.
And, again, there i$ no room for fear
_in a heart full of peace! Both love and
peace are listed as fruits or products
produced by the indwelling of the

1 Holy Spirit in'Chrislian‘f (Galatians -

5:22).

If you, as a professing Christian,
lack a sense of peace and well-being
in your life, it could be becayse you
are failing to follow the leading of the
Spirit of peuce. Perhaps you are fail-
ing to “sfir up the gift” (11 Tlmolhy
- 1:6) that is in. you.

the Old Testament prophets. He'

Blcssed are the

His brethren 1o hive in a*state of ¢

Returning- to the teaching of the
‘Founder of Christianity. Jesus Him-
self, we find Him saying, “Fear not
them which kill the body " (Mat-
thew 10:28). That. s, Christians
should not fear man'! Hé went-on to
say,* ... but rather fear him which
is able to destroy both soul and body
in hetl [gehenna].” That is, whatever

" “fear” a Christian has should be di-
rected toward God. And even that is
not a morbid or neurotic fear. Rather
it is a healthy respect for the power

_ and majesty of God.."The fear of the
Lord is the beginning of wisdom”
(Psalm’ 111:10). It is a willing ac-
knowledgment of the supremacy and

submission to divine authority.

But 1t is not the fear that “hath
torment.’
dict the other teachings of Christ and

“fearful looking for of judgment and
fiery |ndlgnatmn spoken of by Paul

the damned! That is the. fear of the
incorrigibly wicked. That is the fear
. of the devil!

For those wha are *in Christ”
that is,.in a relationship with God

“there-is l_hercf(_)re now no condem-
nation . (Romans-8:1). True

car. . ‘
To be “in Chnst" is to be forgiven.

~sions. It is to be ac«.cpted of God and
.-considered “‘righteous.”
response of a person in such a rela-
. tionship with God-can only be grati-
tude and love—not morbid {ear.

Robvountind,God?‘

Thosé who peddle fear in the name of
God are misrepresenting Him. Those
who seek 1o bring congregations into
subjection to themselves, as opposcd
to God, by mans ef threat and in-

thority’ dl\d probably the Scriptures.
TheBible ¥hows that the relationship
- o Chfigdians 10 edch other should be
~that o\]a loving, nurturmg family.

treat youpger men like brothers, old-

er women liké mothers, younger

sovereignty of the Creator. It is a -

*If it were, it would contra-

Hlsprlgmal apostles! Neither is it the’

“(Hebrews 10:27). That is the fear of -

through Christ and the Holy Spitit— -
Christians do aot live in a state of

Ttis to be )usuﬁed of past transgrés- |

Thé natural’

timidatipn;. are \mlsusmg their au--

The abostle Pau), far example,
taught: *Do not rebuke an older man.
but exhort him as you would a’father;’

-to have .’
" RSV puls it, *“likes to put himsell

women like sisters," in. all purity”
(I. Timothy 5:1-2, RSV). Here we
see the family relationship of Church
members. Here there is no room for

* tyranny. There is.no room for “lord-

ing it over™ one.another. The Church
of God, ideally, should be a loving
family of God's own children. It
should be a nurturing community. It
should be a community of peace and

harmony and of mutual cooperation.

No one in it should be striving to
force athers to do things or see things
‘his. way. or to obtain a preeminence
over them.

The carnal, unconverted dnscxplce
of Christ, prior to their .conversion,
pursued such selfish aims and squab-
‘bled gbout who among them should
be the greatest. This craving for sell-
importance.and dominance is a mark

- of unconversion! A converted person
‘leaves all such ‘matters to God and

concentrates on the service of love.
The apostie John warned'against a

-man named D;otrcphes who‘ ‘loveth

. preeminence’’ or, as the’

first” (11 John 9). Such men think
that'a man’s spirituality is measured
by 'his position in some arbitrary ec-

clesiastical peckmg order, or vice ver- -
sa. But such is not the case. Tyue:;
. spirituality -is not equated- with- au- .

thorny or - position or .status. It is
measured by.. amtude. humility, and
service, Above all, it is measured by
grace! Of and by hlmsc1f no man is
righteous. .If anyone js considered

- righteous, it is strictly by the grace of

“ God—not by, anything he has done.

Thére is no foom in the true body

* of Christ for a Jim Jones. There is no

place for intimidation and threats.

- There is no room for power slruggles_
“or the rule of fear.

The God of love is not a God of
fear. The God of mercy is not a God
who delights -in the suffering ‘and

. death of His children. Tlic God'of the
" Bible is not any‘of the anthropomor--

* divine hanging judge who has gal- -

_phig aberrations of mcn'. The God of |
the universe is nog as Cosmic
oblivious to the sufferings ofHis hu- .

yrant
man creation. The-true God ‘is not-a
lows from here to eternity awamng

the necks of mankind.
God and God's way are love—not

fear. 0
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‘THE WORLD TﬂMﬂRHﬂW’ RADIO AND TV I.DGS

Heorbért W, Armstrong analyzes today s nows, with the prophocln of ‘TM World Tomorrow’,

" THE WORLD TOMORROW
RADIO LOG

Listed by state are the station's
call letters, location and frequen-
cy and the time The Worid Tomor-
row Is aired.

ALABAMA

WYDE, Blmunglum 850, 7 p.m., Mon. Fn
10 30 a m., Sun

ARIZONA
KFMM-FM, Tucson — 995, 6 pm, Mon~
Fn
KIKX, Tucson — 580, 9:35 a.m., Sun.
KTUC, Tucson — 1400, 1 p.m., Mon.-Fri.
*

CALIFORNIA

-KFRE, Fresno —-940, 5 a.m., Moh.-Fri; 8

am., Sun

KIEV, Giendale — 870, 1t a.m., Mon.-Fri.

KCMS-FM, indio — 103 1, 7:30 a.m., Mon.-
Fri, Sun,

KLAC, Los Angeles — 570, 11 p.m., Mon
Fri..7am, Sun. .

KGUY, Paim Desert — 1270, 6:15 am
Sur..

" KFBK, sznto — 1530 1105 pm.,
Mon *Pri, 8:30 pm , Sun.

KCKC, San chudlno
Mon -Fn;, Syn

KNBR, s.nsmmo—sao 9 p.m., Sin.

KUNA-FM, San Luis Obhpo 96.1, 5:30
am, Mon -Fri

1350, 10:30 p.m.,

DISTRICT OF COLUMMA

‘WRC, Washington — 980, 8 a.m.,

. FLORIDA
WAPE, Jackeoaville — 690, 8.30 a.m., Sun.

WOIK, Jackeonvilie — i090 12:30 em.,

.6'

. Mon -Fni . Sun
sz Miaml — 940. 1205 am., MonJFn
830am,Sun
WIOD, Miami — 610, 11:30 p.m., Mon -Fri.
WKIS, Orlando — 740, 7:30 a.m’, Sun.

GEORGIA

ww.o.Aumn~590 11:30 p.m., Mon»Ffi
830 am, Sun. |

HAWAN

KKON, Kealakekua — 780, 6 p.m., Mon.-

Fn ~
1

'WITS, Boston

WDEE, Datroit —

'Km Springfeid- —

- ILLINOIS

" WMAQ, Chicago — 670, 5 am. Mon.Fri; 6

am., 10 p.m., Sun.
WBWP.om— 1470, 10:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri.;
10:30 p.m., Sun.

INDIANA
WNTS, Indianapolis — 1590, 10 a.m., Mon.-
Fri., 6.30 a.m., Sun.
WSBT, South Bend — 960, 11:15p.m,, Mon.-
Fri.; 4.30 p.m., Sun.

IOWA

_KIOA, Des Molnes — 940, 7:30 a.m,, Sun.

KXEL, Waterloo —°1540, 11:45 p.m., Mon -
Fri; 5 am, Sun.

.

; KANSAS .
WIBW, Topeka — 580, 5 a.m., Mon.-Fri.

KENTUCKY

WHAS, Louisvilie — 840; 11:30 p.m., Mon.-

Fri. -

WKLO, Loulsville — 1080, 8 am., Sun.

LOUISIANA

WGSO, New Orieans — 1280, 11:30 p.m.,
Mon-Fn 9:30 a.m,, Sun.

MARYLAND

'WPOC-FM, Baitimore — '93.1,5 a.m., Mon.-

Fri.; 7:30 am, Sun.

. MASSACHUSETTS

am., Sun.
WSPR, Springfield — 1270, 1180 p.m.,
Mon.-Fri.; 6:30 e #Sun

MICHIGAN

1500, 11:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri.;
830 am, Sun. ~

'WTRX, Fiint — 1330, 11:30 p.m., Mon.Fri.; 7

a.m., Sun. . .

MSOTA

KTO&FI. uwmoouu ~ 97.1. 6 am.
Mon.-Fe.

MISSOUR! -
KII!‘Klmucm 980, naopm Mon.-
Fri.; |1pm Sun.

P
.y

1260, 11 p.m., Mon.-

Fri.0 9 a.m., Sun.

— 1510, 5 a.m.. MonFri; 7

" KiRL, 'St, Louls — 1460, 6 am., Mon.-Fri. 8

a.m., Sun.

. NEBRASKA _
KRNY, Kearney — 1460, 10 a.m., Sun,

NEW MEXICO ’
KBCQ, Roswell — 1020, 11:30 p.m., Mon.-
Fri.; 8 a.m., Sun.

N

. NEW YORK
WBEN, Buftalo — 930, 11-30 p.m, Mon -Fui ; «
© 8:30a.m., Sun. .
L WOR, New York — 710, 1030 p m , Mon -Fri.:
6:30 am., 11:30 p.m, Sun.
. WHAM, Rocllntor — 1180,
Mon.-Fri. . .
wsoQ, Syncuu — 1220, 6:30 a.m.. Mon -
Fei.. 8:30 am., Sun. .

11:16 p.m

“nonfucmo_um
WBT, Charlotte — 1110, 9am, Sun
wsoc.cnartom—sao 11:30 p m., Mon -
Fri.
WNCT, Greenvilie — 1070, i: 0p.m. Mon.-
Fri.; 1030am Sun

WSLRB, Akiron — 1350, 10:30 p.m.. Mon -Fri.;
830 p.m., Sun. .
WCKY, Cinclnnatt — 1530. 113G pm , Mon.-
Sat ; 8:15 p.m., Sun. ' '
WBBG, Cleveland —

1260, 11.30 p m., Mon -
Fri.; 9:30 a.m, Sun. .

| waan, Columbus — 920, 5 a.m , Mon-Fri

WONE; Dayton — 980, 11:30 pm , Mon -Fri
WCWA, Toledo — 1230. 11 pm  Mon -Frni 8
am, Sun

(  OKLAHOMA o,
KVOO Tulsa — 1170, 1130 p.m_, Mon -Fri .
. 7 10:30 am., Sun
xxxo. Tules — wooAso am. Sun

OREGON

KWJJ, Porliand — 1080. 8 p.m., Mon.-Fri;
9:30 pm Sun. ’

.
PENNSYLVANIA
WHP, “ﬂw' — 580, 30 p.m., Mon -Fn1 ,
Son.

WRCP, muow— 1540; 6 a'm., Mon..”
Fri. 11am
’KOV.Pimumn— 1410, 11:30 p m . Mon -

Fri,; Inm Sun..
. &
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WQSU-FH Sounlurovo — 889 7 p.m.,
: Sun

WARII. Valku Barre — 590, 7 a.m.. Sun
WSBA, York — 910.9am, Sun.
¢ A Lo

RHODE.ISLAND,
WEAN, valdonco — 790, 11:30 p.m., Mon.-

Fri.
- WGNG, Provktoncb - 550 9 a. m Sun.
‘WJAR, Provldonc’ — 920, 1::30 p.m., Mon
- Fn

-
SOUTH 9mon-.ml

. WKSC, Kershaw — 1300, 1.15 p.m; Sun.

WSPA, ‘Spartanburg — 950, 11:30 p.m..
Mon -Fei. 630 am., Sun :

TENNESSEE
WDEF, Chattancoga — 1370, 11:30 p.m.,
Mon -Fri., 10:30 pm., Sun-
WMPS, Memphie — 680, 6 p.m.. Sun.

" WREC, Ilcmphlt——eoo 1106 p.m., Mon

- ui‘
e

Fri.

TEXAS

“KRALD, Daltas — 1080, 11:30. p.m. “Mon

- Sun .

KPRC, Nwﬂon —_— 950 m QO p m.. Mon.-Ffi.,
WSun

KVWG. Pearsall — \280 10.30 am., Sunf

" KTLU, Rusk — 1580, 10 a.m . Sun. N
. WOAl, San Antongo —&1200,; io0:
~ Mon.-Fri.. ]0 We?:iﬂpm

6}:’”(:-’ L
KSL, Skt L}qmtyﬁ_ neg 530 am; S_un

i muuq,
WCPK. cmupuko = 4600 ﬁeao pm
Mon -Frs, Sun

’wumsl Nortotk — &gp am., Mon.-Fti.
WZAM, Nodou( — -, Sun.

WASHINGTON
KGRG-FM, Auburn — 89.9, 12 noon, Son.

KAYO, Seattle — 1150, 11.30 p.m., ®on.-Fri,
< Sun® . :

" WEST VIRGINIA

. WCAW, Charleston — 680, 11:30 p.m., Mon -
Fn.; 9:30 a.m., Sun

WKEE, Huntington — 800.-5:30 a.m., Mon
Fri.

WKEE-FM, Hununuton
Mon.-Fn

WVA. Whesling — 1170, 5:30 a.m., Mon.-
Fn wBOam Sun

¢

WYOMING
KTWO, Caspar — 1030, 9:30 p.r.. Mon ..
9'p.m.,
K!CN, \VMM 1340, 930 n.qn.. Sun.

o

100.5, 5:30 a.m’

‘THE WORLD Toudhnq;ﬁ'
- TELEVISION LOG

"Listed by state are tho_ctallon.a
call letters, location and chan-

W

nel number and the time The .

WoridTomorrow Is aired.

ALABAMA -
WAPI, Brminghsm — 13,7 am., Sun. -

: ARIZONA _
KGUN, Tucson — 9,9:30 am , Sun,

ARKANGAS .
KARK, Littie'Rock — 4. 10 a.m.. Sun.

' CALIFORNIA

KIM Fresno — 24,7 am., Sup.

KTTV, Los Angeles — 11, 7.30 am,, Sun
KTVU, Qakiand — 2, 10:30 a.m., Sat.
COLORADO .
KKTV, Colorado Springs — 11, 8:30 am.,
Sun. :

CONNECTICUT
WATR, Hartford — 20, 10:30 a.m., Sun :
' DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
WTTG, Washington — 5, 7 am.. Sun.

FLORIDA ..~

WCIX, Miamli — 6, 7 a.m.. Sun.
. - olg
Wl%ﬁ(lc ago — 26530 am., sm
- WEFLD, Chicago — 37, 7:30 a.m,, Sat.
WRAU, Peoria — 19, !0:30 am, Sur. )

a
.~

WKJG, Ft. W¥ne — 33, 9.30 a.m., Sun,

WISH, Ind e — 8, 8:3gam, Sun.
- WEBT, § nd - 2238Fp.m., Sun.

Fx owa

xwvu,’ Waterloo — 7, 10:30 am  Sun. - .

KGLD, Gardesi City — 11, 430 pm ., Sun.
KARD, Wichits — 3. 4:30 p m_, Sun: .
KENTUCKY

WLEX, Lexington — 18, 9:30 a.m., Sun.
WHAS, Loulsvile — 11, 10:30 a.m,, Sun
WAFS, Baton Rouge — 9, 8:30 am., Sun.'’
WWL., New.Orleans — 4, 7 a.m., Sun.
. MAINE o
WGAN, Portiand — 13. 9:30 am., Sun. °
’ MARYLAND' -
WBFF, Baitimore — 45, 12 noon, Sun.

: MASSACHUSETTS

'.‘ WHYN, Soringfield — 40, 0 am., Sun.

'KGGM, Albuquerque

MICHIGAN

" WUHQ, Battis Creek — 41, 7:30 a.m. Sun.

WXON, Detrolt — 20, 9:30 a.m., Sun
“WJAT, Fiint —-12, 8 a.m,, Sun.

. WHX, I.nndnc— 10, lOBOam Sun

.

MINNESOTA

WTCN, Minnespolis — 11, 7:30 a.m..|Sun. ‘

WISSOURI.
WOAF, Kansas City — 4, 12 noon, Sat. .

: Klﬂc.spfmcllold— 27, 6:30 am., Sun.

KNDL, St. Louls — 30, 9 am.. Sun.

NEBRASKA
KGNA, Alblon — 8,8 am, Sun

. KWNB, Hayes Coenter — 6. 8 am,, Sun.

KHGI, Kearney — 13, 8 am, Sun.
KSENB, Supertor — 4, 8 am., Sun.

NEW MEXICO
— 13, 6:30 am, Sun

NEW. YORK

WTEN, Albany — 10, 8:30 a m, Sun.

WUTV, Buftslo, — 29, 9:30 am, Sun.

WOR.NOWVOI‘R—B 10 p.m ,-Sun.
.I!ocmtﬂ—e Qwam Sun.

NORTH CAROLINA  , _

WRET, Charlotte — 36, 7.30 am . Sun.
WNCT, Greenville —'9, 11.30 am., Sun.

. oHiO
WAKR, Akron —23, 11 p.m, Syn.
WLWT, Cinclanatl — 6. 11:30 a.m., Sun.

. W8PD, Toledo — 13, 10:30 a.m., Sun.

] 6REGON
.mvéaomma — 12, 11 am Sat

< uuusw.vmm

' mc Pittsburgh — . 't1 am., Sun.

WSBA, York — 43, 12 noon. Sun. -

-y - RMODE ISLAND

_WPRL Providence — 12, 11:30 am. Sun.

TENNESSEE
cmtunmo— 3, 1230 pm., Sun.
VIKN'. m'oon — 19, 12 noon, Sun.
b

TEXAS

KTVV, Auatin - 36, 9:30 a.m , Sun.’

‘ WASHINGTON
KLY, Spokane — 2, ttam, Sun.. |

| WYIV, Miwaukee ~ 18,10 pm.. Sun.
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To Know Wh

You Need

FIERY

Are Necessary

Throughout history, God s people have_ experienced many persecuuons and tribulations.
God's children often experience severe trials and tests! ‘Why? Do you know why a loving
Creator has decreed that all of His children'must go through their share of fiery

' trials? Read and understand this. Trials are a vital part in developing spiritual character.

e

]
any Chris-
tians fail. to

realize that

trials and trib-
ulations—
unpleasant

theugh they.

may be at the time—are really bless-
_ings in disguise. You need to under-

stand why our loving Father has or-

dained that all His children must ex-

perience a fumber of temptations
~and trials.

God Almighty has deliberately de:

slgncd the begettal and birth of a
child in this life to be a type—an
cxact picture—aof the spiritual beget-
tal and birth which the child of God

must experience before he” can be:

born into His fagily.
We were born into this world un-

““der terrific pressure! In childbifth, .

both mother and baby usually experi-
4 ence much stress and strain, as well
as a certain amoum of physncal
pain.
This is an exact type of the spm-
tual birth.

Jesus Christ said to Nlcodemus

“Verily, verily, Isay unto thee, Except
a man be born again, he cannot

.
-

'. v’
by Raymond F. McNatr

see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3).
What are the very beginning steps
toward salvation? 1) Repentance,

" 2) bapusm and 3) the receiving of

God's précious Holy Spirit (Acts
2:38). But—after our real conversion
“and baptism—we .must continue to
“grow in grace, and in the knowledge
of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus
Christ™ (I Pet: 3:18).

The apostle Peter revealed how

. this growing must take: place: “As
s, desire the sincere

newborn ba
mrilk of the-wQrd, that ye may grow
thereby™ (I Pel. 22)
After repentance, baptism and the
“receiving of God's "Holy Spirit, .we

nust continue the vitally infportant *

process of spiritual growth in the
womb of ‘the Church, so we can
someday be ‘born into God's family.
We can only continue to grow spiri-

. lually if we steadfastly keep drinking

in our daily supply of God's living

‘waters—His Holy Spmt (John 7:37-

39; Isa. 55:1).

We continue to ‘receive our daily
portion ,of God’s Holy Spirit if we
.conlinually feed on the Word of God.

“It is written, That man shal} not live
by bread alone, but by every word. of
God*™ (Luke 4:4). f

.corded in the Bible are life-giving

and will nourish us—if we regulatly
receive them' into our very innérmost
being! Christ said, “It is the spirit
that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth
nothing: the words that I speak unto ~
you, they are spirit, and they are life”
(¥ohn 6: 63).

If we mix prayer and fasting with bﬁ -
our daily study of God's Word, we |
receive a rich supply of spiritual food
which will nourish us to full spiritual
maturity. After safely completing a
full term—usually much longer than
the nine-months requ:rcd for physical

Jbirth—of growth in the womb of the

Cpurch, we will then finally be ready
born jnto God's spiritual family,
Can you now see how the spiritual

‘birth, likg a human birth, is usually

preceded by a most difficult period of
stregs’and ‘strain?

Stress’and Strain Are Necessary -

Jesus Christ, our High Priest, doesn't’

want us o be relaxed Christians!
God does not"want us to go 1o sleép
on the job {Matt. 25:5). “Wherefore
he saith, Awake thou that sleepest,
and arise from the dead, and Christ
shall give thee-light” (Eph. 5:14).
Jesus Christ 4will.reject any who
remain tukewarm (Rev..3:15-16);

-~

i+ The words of Gad Almighty as re-

e
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We can only be born into the
Kingdom- of God under stress and
strain—under pressurc! You need to
understand why this is‘ncccssary,
.| sand also why God permits us to be
sorely tried at times!
King. David, a man aftcr Gods
own heart, will have a very fngh posi-
. -tion of tulershi{p in the Kingdom of
God. He will be king over all i$rael
(Ezek. 37:24: Hosea 3:5; Jer. 30:9).

~In order to qualify for this h:gh posi- -

“tion of résponsibility and service in
*God's Kingdom, David~ first had t6
suffer many trials, persequuons and

afflictions. His life was, in fact full

~ of tribulations. :
He understood that God's people

must cxpenence many trials_and :

testsZia this life: “Many are thé af-
flictions of the righteous: but the
. Lord delivereth him out of them all”
(Ps. 34:19).

David made some very serious
mistakes in_ his life and had to be
afflicted by God to learn his Iessc)nw
‘the lesson- that sin néver pays! .

In a moment of weakness, David
ylcldcd to the terrible sin of Just, He
- gave in to his carnal urge and com-

mittéd adultery with .Bathsheba. -

“Then, when she had ‘conceived an
itlegitimate child by him, be sought

to cover his sin by deyious means. -

When this failed, he connived to
bring about the death of Bathsheba's
‘husband Uriah. He had him put in
the hottest-part of the battle where
he would be certain to be killed by

thé Ammonites (Il Sam. 11). P

But is Gad a respecter of persons?
Would He turn a blind eye to David's

sin? “Be not deceived; God is. not,,

mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap” (Gal. 6:7).
God sent Nathan to poiat out Da-
vid's terrible sin to him (Il Sam. 12).
- David bitterly repetted of this griev-
- ous sin (1l-Sam. 12; Ps’ St). Nev-
ertheless, God Almighty showed that
he must reap what he had sown.

What would his punishment be?

He would have perpetual war from

. that day forward! God also afﬂacted‘

" David through sickness, and through
taking the life of the very child which
he had begotten in adultery! This was
a very high ptice to pay for sm——bul
lbls‘ as God's way:of brangmg David
to hye™ e‘nses,'

X

Did Dav1d know why God had af-
flicted him? Certainly! *Before i was

.afflicted I went astfay (I sinned): but

now have [ kept thy word™ (Ps.

. 119:67). He then freely confessed

_ that God-was righteous in punishing

B

him: “It is good for me that I have
been afflicted; that I might learn thy
statutes™ (Ps. 119:71). - -

Much Tribulation

The zealous apostie Paul also under-

| stood the absolute necessity of God's
people going through tribulation in.
this world in order to purify them. l;jc ’
exhorted the disciples “to continue. in -

the faith, and- that we must through

. muich tribulation enter into the king-

dom of God” (Acts 14:22).

He solemnly warned the evangelist
Tlmolhy “Yea, and all that will live
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer per-
secution™ (I Tim. 3:12).

Paul will certainly have a- very
high position in the Kingdom of God.
The many trials which he endured

“fully qualified him to receive a posi-

tion of great responsibility. .
Have you ever carefully noticed
just how much this dynamic apostle

suffered and’ cndurcd for Christ's'

sake?

“Are they ministers of Christ? (1
spcak as a‘fool) | am more: in labours
more abundant, in stripes above mea-
sure, in prisons more frequent, in
deaths oft. Of the Jews five times
received [ forty stripes save one,

_ Thrice was | beatea with rods, once

.was | stoned, thrice 1 suffered ship-

wieck, a #ight and a day | have been
in the deep: in Journcymgs often, in

" perils of waters, in~petils of robbers,
-in perils by mine own countrymen, in
_perils-by the hreathen, in perils in the

city, in perils in the wilderness, in”

-perils in the sea, in perils among false

brctgren, in weariness and painful-
ness, in walchings often, in hungcr
and ‘lhm».t in fastings often, in cold
and nakedness. Beside those. things
that are without, that which cometh
upon me d.uly the care of all the
churches” (11 Cor. 11:23-28).

In addition (o these trials, Paul

| revealed that he had certain physncal’
infirmities which Jesus Christ had -

refused to heal—in order to keep

.Paul humble-—so he would look to

Christ andglory in God, rather than

in what he had done (11 Cor. B2:1-9).

Paul concluded: “Therefore 1 take -

pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches,
in necessities, in persecutions, in dis-
tresses for Christ’s sake: for when I

am weak, then am [ strong" (11 Cor.

I 2 10).
The Flery Tridy

Did the apostle Peter believe the lot,
of a Christian would be an ¢asy one?
No! He revealed that the faith of the
Christian must sometimes be sorely

tried: - “Wherein ye greatly rejoice,

* though now for a season.’if need be.

0

ye are in heaviness through manifold

temptations: That the trial of your .
faith, being much more precious than -

of gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found unto
praise and honour and glory a} the
appearing of Jesus Christ” (I Pet.
1:6-7).

This same apostle wds also in-
spired to give the following warning:
“Beloved, think it not strange con-

-cernirg the fiery trial which is to try

- you, as though some” strange thing

happened unto you: But rejorce, inas-
much as ye‘are partakers of Christ’s
sufferings; that, when his glory
shall be revealed, ye may be glad
also with exceeding joy™ (I Pet.
4:12-13). .

Christ’s exemplary life—especial-
ly during the three and one half years

of His earthly ministry—was not a .

filled with'\constant trials of every
sort!- He contmually opposed,
persecuted, slandéred, criticized, and

life of idlY:s and ease but a life

* was finally crucified by the very

peaple: whom .He loved—loved so

much that He was willing to die for . }

them!

Yes, Christ knew what real tribu-- .

lation was. “In the world ye shall
have tribulation,” said Jesus, “"but be
of good cheer; 1 have overcome the
world™ (John 16:33).

Many Bible prophecies reveal that
the peoples of America, Britain and
the British Commonwealth (modern
Israel) have become :térribly en-
meshed in loathsome sins (Hosea 4:1-

-3; Jer. 30:11-15). God ulso shows

that He will correct and chastise ls-
racl because of her sins. *And though

the Lord give you the bread of adver-
sity, and the water of amiclion. yet

-8
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shall not thy teachers be removed

- into, a corner any more, but thine

eyes shall see thy teachers” (Isa. |

*30:20).
~"Why will'God, so sevcrciy afftict
Isracl? Because He loves Israel and
wants our people to turn from their
mounting sins!
.7 There are various ways in whnch
God tries us. God tried and tested
Abraham by commagding him to of-
fer up his son Isaac. Abraham had to
te willing to give up his only true,
legitimate son in order to obey his
Creator and receive God's incredible

. promises. Actually, God didn't want .
" Abraham to slay his son. He only. |-

wanted to test Abraham to see if he
loved Him. his Creator, more -than
anything else (Gen. 22)

How does God try and test us?
How does He learn what is rcally in

our heart?

We have already seen that God"

sometimes afflicts us in order to.
humble ys. or teach us an important’
lcsson (Ps. 119:71; 1l Cor. 12:7- IO)

0& Chastens Us i Love

Yes, God Almighty his to chasten all
“of His sons and daughters—just as
we have to correct our children: -

“And ye have forgotten the exhorta- |

tion which speakéth unto you'as unto
children,. My Son, despise not theu

_the chastening of thie Lord, nor faint, |
"when thou art rebuked of him: For',

whom the Lord loveth he chastencth,
_and scourgeth evefy. son whom . he
receiveth” (Heb. 12:5-6).

The apostle Paul thep goes op to
show that if we “endure chastening,”

God le dcal with us as with

WHS

A Bul 1f we will not receive this Iov K

‘ing correction, then what does God
call us? He bluntly calls us spiritual
“bastards™ We are not really God's

sons at all but are merely pretending

o be His sons.
Does godly chastisement cause us
10 bear good fruit?
olice why God chastens us.
“*Now no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous:
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto

them which are exercised lhereby '

(verse 11).
God has ord.uncd that lhli life mll

not be al{"ea'sy life—for a very good
reason. He knows that if we have no

severe trials and tests we become

spiritually soft and flabby!
A comfortable man is 2 compla-

cent man. ‘A comfortable man.

docSn tY want ‘to’ change—doesn’t

- want to alter the status quo! Why
should he?.He is quite happy to let
“things . continue as they aré.” Why

changc ‘whei' everything seems to be

- going along so very smoothly?

God Almlghcy knows that we need

trials to stir us to action—to stir us -
“up cnough to ovcrcome our spiritual

“'Iethargy' :

God 1 Promises a special blessmg on

" those who s(cadfastly resist.and over-

'cqmc temptanons
" man- that “endureth temptation: for
- when he.is tried; he shdll receive the
~ ¢rown-of life, which-the Lord hath

promised to them that love hiin”
. (James 1:12). ‘ :

“Blessed is the

How We Are Tried -

What are some of the main ways in
which we arc afflicted? Ways by
which we are caused to go to our
knees to God inpeartrending prayer?
What are some of the trials which

[ cause us to really cry out to God (as

unto a merciful and loving Father)
for help and strength to overcome our

_trials and tribulations”?

Persecution is one of the main
ways by which God's people are
drawn closer to Him.

Physical necessities often cause

God's people (o have to go to Him in’
, prayer. When we don't have the ne-
cessities of fe (food, c!ot)ﬂng. shel- -

fer), we are aoften brought to our
knees before our heavenly Father.
Weaknesses, physical infirmities
and sickness are often the means by
which . God brings us back into line.

When we are told that we may re- -

main an invalid for the rest of our
life, or when -we know that we may
actually die of an incurable discase
(unless God miraculously heals us!),
then this sobers us, brings us to our
seénses. Such a shock often causes us
10 get down on our knees in heartfelt
prayer, besceching our compassion-
ate God for meroy —for health and
healing (11 Kings 20:1-7).
Overpoweritig temptations are of-

ten thc means by which we are

‘brought to the realization of how
weak and wretched our human nat

ture is. Through strong and persis- . .

tent temptations (fears, worries and

anxicties; lust and covetousness;’

hatred and malice: envy and jealou-
sies), we are often sent to the throne
of grace fon additional strength to
.overcome our wretched nature (Rom N
7:14-25).

God has solemnly promised fo de-
liver us from all of our temptations—
if we will only: rely upon Him. “There

‘hath no temptation taken you but
-such as is commdn to man: but God is

faithful, who will not suffer you to be

tempted above that ye are able; but_ |

will with the temptation also make a
way o escape. that ye may he able to
bear it™ (1 Cor. 10:13). :
When we really repent of our sins
and turn from them, accepting the
blood of 'Christ as the means by
which our transgressions aré washed
away, then we are assured by God

that sin will no longer rule over-us—-,

will no longer dominate our lives.
God promises: “For sin shall not
have dominion over you: for ye are
not under the [death penalty of the]
law, but under -grace [pardon]”
(Rom. 6:14). Once we are forgiven
our sins, God hds solemnly promised
that sin will no longer reign over us
—will not contral oyg lives!
A true Christian must continually
suffer hardships and temptations of
every sort. But God will gt let them
overcoine or defeat us as long. as we
steadfastly look to Him for complete
deliverance “For he hath said, | will
never leave thee, not forsuke thee So

ﬂfaiwcmay boldlysay, The Lordismy -

helper, and I'will not fear what man

shalldountome™ (Heb 13.5-6).

Is it God's will that His children be -

kept under a'certain amount of pres-
sure? He knows that we need to have
continual trials, tribulations and pesr-

secutions in order to toughen us up

spiritually -in order 13 show us how
weak and helpless we are so that we
will always look to Him and rely on
Him for cverything! .

Prassure,is Essential

There are several analogies in the
Bible—analogics which clearly show
us why God permuts us to have trialy

and tribulations.
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The Christian is compared to pre-
cious metdls—gold or silver—which
have to be put into a fiery furnac; in |
order to burn away the dross and
impurities. Also, gold and silver must
become. molten - before they can be

poured into a mold. This is truc with |

the Christian. We must ‘at least be

heated. to red-hot in order to be |

malleable enough to be casily bent
and shaped by the hands of our faith-
ful Creator (sce | Pet. 17, 412 1
Cor. 3:i2-15). *

The Bible compares the saints to-
precious Jewels or precious’ stones
(Mal. 3:17) Again, it is dnteresting
10 note that diamonds, rubies aoad
other precious jewcels can only be
made under \urrrlu heat and pru
sure!

So it is with us. \\rc must be sub-

" jected 1o the tremendous heat of our
tiery trials and to the conggant pres-
sure of templation: persecution

"~ and tribulation in ordes” (o become
“a precious chCl in the sight of
- Guod! .

- God even compares His people to |
cpmmun clay in"the hands of the

Master Potter “But now, O Lord,

* thou art our father, we are the-clay,:
~and thos our potter, and we all are

_ the work of thy hand” (Isa 64:8).

When in'Egypt | was privileged to
sec @.potter at work The paer oust |
first make sure the right Wmaunt of
water is mixed with the clay so it will -
be pliable. God reveals that theoly
Spirit 1s the Living water (John.
737, 38) which will enable oure
adamant nunds and hearts o volun-
tarily. yield 1. God so He can mold.

-and fashion us into the spiritual
shape. image or charactec of His Son
Jesus . Christ,

By using -a very stmple poncrs
wheel an éxperiericed potter is able to
quickly and’ expertly ‘make beautiful -
pieces of pottery Tups; "plates,
‘bowls, vases, walerpots. .md jars of
‘every, description,

_Butaftek the pouer moldslhe clay‘ :

*into the dcmed ape'hc must then
bake the pougry in a fiery furnace. It

is in'the tiery-furnace that- theclay \;

‘takes the permanent shdpe into.-|
which the potter has molded it. So it
is with the Christian. Is it-not in the
turnace . of affijetion that Cod ‘Al—

'mgh(y sets (or Axes) us in the paruc- e

'cAu smvom

- A SUGCESS?

Pscture yourself five years from now, doing just what you'd like
~to do with your life. Now take a pen and paper. dnd write out
what it is you'd iké to accomplish or become. Congratulations!
With this ittle exercise, you havé just dlcovered one.of the most
" important “'secrets” for success—that of, sefting. goals! - Red!

success is not based on luck on mtmidatlon or .on fooing L

most of the people most of the. tkne
Actualty the secrets -of success can be

- . summarized in seven basic prlnctples that

-"anyone cah apply. The free booklet The
-Seven-Laws of Success explains these

. ‘wtal keys and.shows how you can imme-

.~ dately put'thém into gractice. Wse the -
‘]nerature vequest card in this issue. to re-
cpive. your tree copy

ca

[}
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ular shape (or character)rHe would
have us take for all clermty”

Endure lednou. .

The Word of God compares the true
Christian to a spiritual soldier for
Christ: “Thou therefore endure hard-
ness, as a good soldier of Jcst‘xﬁ
Christ™ (11 Tim. 2:3).

Beforé a raw recruit can really bc-
come a good soldier, he must first take
an intensive course which will toughen
- him up for the battiés ahead.

The best soldiers have always been
those who have been toughened and
hardened by being subjected to hard
work, exercise and discipline. So it is
- with the Christian. He must submit
himself willingly to his Captain, Je-
sus Chnst; and must voluntarily en-
" dure hardness - -persecution, depri-

vation, tribulation and severe temp-
tation 1if he.ever expects 1o become
a good soldier Tor Jesus Christ.

"And must not he put on all of the
spiritual -armor mentioned in the
sixibh chapter of Ephesians - the
breastplate of righteousness, shield of
faith, helmet of salvation, sword of
the Word of God, and dll the other

-pieces that make up the complete
spiritual armor of .a Christian?

We are commanded: “Put on the -

wholg armour of God, that ye may be
able to stand against the wiles uf the

1. devil” (Eph. 6 1)

God Almughty knows that w we tend
to get flabby, spiritually speaking,

1. when things go too smoothly. We

tend to let down in our prayer, Bible
study and fasting when we have very
few trials, problems or persecutions.

" God would like 10 see us ‘prosper
and be in health (11 Jobn 2), but He

_will even demy us these blessings if
He knwws that we need 1o sulfer dep-
rivation, atfliction or persecution in

. order to gadse us o really look' to
Him as our Provider and our Deliver=
er from all our trials.

Jesus Christ will reject anyone who
remains in‘a lukewarm condition (Rev.
3:15-16). He doesn’t want to see us
become spiritually drowsy - insensitive
to our Creator’s wishes. God doesn’t

" want us to be spiritual drones.
Splritusl Exercise ls Vital ’
God Almighty knows that it is only.
. through the spiritual exercise of

- problems, ‘trials, tésts, persecutions,
) tcmptaqons and tribulations that we

dévelop real spiritual sinews and.
strength. [f dne doesn't astually tire.
himself with a certain amount of
strenuousWaily exercise, he can't de-
velop his body to its optimum and

" remain in the best physical health.

So it is spiritually. If we don’t dai-
ly exercise our spiritual facutties by
avercoming and solving our spiritual

problems, trials and hardships, then

we.will not remain-an very -good spir-

itual shape.” We will, then beécome

spiritually weak and flabby Ciod.
doesn’t want that te happen!

-Whether we like it or not. this is v

the type of life our Joving Father has
ordained that we tust lead. Itis only
those who canstantly overeome who

- will make it into the Kingdom of God

(Rev. 2,3) Only those who exert

themselves cnough to hang on for
- dear life 1o endure unto the very

end will be saved. “But he- that
shall endure unto the ¢nd, the same
shall be saved™ (Maut. 24:13):

‘We came into this world under

tereific steess and strain - under

pressure and anguish. and we will
not be born into the Kingdom of Gad
unless and until we have praven that
we can withstand the pressures’ and

‘strains of the everyday: trials, tribula-

tions, persécutions and temptations
of thix world.

"It Any Man Draw Back,
But. regrettably, some prcfcr 10 give

-

up and quit 1o turm back! What .

does God think of these yuitters?

If we. willfully, dchbcr.m.ly sin
agamsl God,” we will ‘never receive
forgiveness (Heb. 10: 25-31). “Now
the just shall live by faith: but if
any man drygw back, my soul shall
have no pleasure in him" "(Heb.
10:38).

Yes, some are not willing to really

" fight, to-cndure, to labor, struggle
and strive in order to make it into the

Kingdom of God. Christ showed that
we must really strain'if we wish to
make it inta His Kingdom. *“Strive

“{struggle and strain} to enter.in at

thie strait gate: for many, i say unto
you, will seck to enter in, and shall
not be nb}f)‘ {lLuke 13:24).
Furthermore, Christ revealed that
it is only those. who are so fervent in

i = g‘

their desire 10 make it imto- God's
Kingdum ‘thdt they are willing to be

“violent” with themsclves who ac-

tually make. it (Matt. 11; l2)

l’roubh Is cmnln But .

The truth of thc matter is that weire
going.to have trials and tribulations
whether we obey God or not. Job -
dectared: *Man 1s born unto trouble,
as the sparks fty upward™ (Job 5.7y

-Yes, we will have troubies whether or - |

not ‘we obey God. But if ‘we obey

. Him; He will give us the ficeded wis-

dom and strength to ovércome all bur

trials and femptations (I Cor.

10:13).
© Hardships, trials .md persccutions

are_certain to befall all who live an -
—upright, godly life. But these tribula-

uons.are all designed by a loving

Creator to teach us to go to tHim
* daily completely trusting in Him

for our every need, including deliver-
ance.fom all our sore trials.

God declares: "1 thou faint in‘the
day ol .ldvcr'.sll) [hardship].- thy
strength is small™ (Prov.-24:10)

An all-wise, loving - Creator God

has dellbcralcly designed life in such -

a way as to inctude many trialy and

" afflictions. The. Almighty even goes

out of His way to rebuke and chasten

- us-—in love-- 10" keep us on the
-.au.ug_ht and narrow path.

.

" Knowing this, should we not car-

" nestly. desire Gud's correction? You -
deed 1o learn (0 desire—and even

pray daily for—chastisement from
the hand of God!

“Behold, happy is the man whom
God correcteth: therefore despise nat
thou the chauemng of the Almnghu ’
(Job 5:17). .

- Don'v ever forget that God cor-
rects us for our good—because He
loves us and longs to share with us
the eternal inheritance of co-ownér-

shlp and co-rulership of the w&)lg .

universe.

Can you now Llcacl-y see how
trials, temptations, pressures and
hardships have been put here as a
blessing in dlsgulsc" These tribula-
tions assist us in buildjng the*kind of
perfect, godly character that we need
to possess throughoutall eternity. . -

Thank God for the blessing of
these trials! bt is through them that

we develop godly eharacter! © .
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he book of Revelation. comanns a dlstutbmg vision f fngmamng messagﬂs in au the Bible. For your {ree_coples, -
“four. fearsome horseman (Rev. 6:1-8). Each. of them is’. “send your séguest fo our omce.ngamst you (see msnde front
" symbol of a major punishment:to be ‘inflicted. upan covef lor addresses) :

rgbeltious mankind—probably in the not-tgo-distant tuture! ;
Each represents the final, end-time culmination of a major-
crisis with which the. world has been corifrontad for cen-

“wrigs-false religion, war, tamine ana ‘disgase epidemics. --
- For" an .explanation of the mgmﬂcance ‘of thése symboalic . .
horses and riders, send for the four free boaklets illustrated.

They‘ll let yomn onthe good news behuw one ot the most .
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Personal from

.‘(Commued _from page I
per week . for I'ildID time. The money
came 8y faITH! ‘Everything, from
* fthat lime, came by living FAITH.

e —_ fervent prayer. The sick-—even can-
cer victims—were being healed:
No operation could -have started

grew at the rate of 30 .percent per
year for 35 yeats.

In 1947 God psed me in foundmg
Ambassador Collgge—on sheer

" grow—steadily.
I had 1o realize God was dealing

i . with Joh. God allowed Satan to take
away every material thing Job had to
bring him to God—but thén, after
Job was humbled and brought {0 re-
pentance, God pousLED Job's for-
mer wealth—and he had been the
greatest and. wealthiest man in the

- East. ~ .

" Also my experience resembled

plcx
- And now, 46 years after thc(ound-
- ing of the present era of the \true
T Church of God, the ever-living Christ

faith.

*Rad{w'g‘Church' of God, began to
grow, God led me to mcorporatc it in
R "~ such a-manner that I would dlways
" be UNABLE to profit financially from
" its-growth,

humble and small ‘beginni
Gob starts somethin,
. alone, it is_8IG (T
ol : Forx:xamplc.
‘ ' VERSE=
. ut when .God starts something
2 " through humans, it usually, like the
4 ’ grain of mustard seed, starts the very

5. When
His power
the beginning.

|

i

LSS grows as-the spiritual (.hdraucr -of
i ©° the human develops.

weck prior to the start of the World-

. God's service. It was, indced, a Work
. of FAITH. | trusted God. in faith to

T e e sl i 4w 0

God gave miraculous answers to...

’ smallcr But God blessed it, and it

- _Farvn! The Church of God began ! 16-

with.me, in principle, as He had deayt -

that of the apostle Paul, in princi-

upply the’ need. We ‘paid $5 per

*“manth house rent.’ | had to pay $2.50
per week at the radio station—in ad- -

- vance—before. every broadcast. God-

was/supplymg the need as He prom- :
. ised (Ph;l 4:19). -

-Oné"Sunday morning dawned
without even the $2.50 for the Sun-
day morning broadcast: My wife and
I knelt in prayer, askmg God ‘to
supp]l the need. I was aroused from
praygr by a knbck on the front door.
A man at the door said, “Here's my

“tithe,”. and ‘dashed off, saying he had -

to hurry for an appointment,

" Another Sunday morning when .
did not. have the $2.50.0on hand, no .

* one came to the frone-dgor. Yet, in
faith, I started walking tp the radio -
studio. On the way a- mdn | did not -

know handed me the needed ‘money.’

other similar occurrences.
But after I was actively in-God's

Waork, although it hadto be carried .
© on.in living FAITH, we never again

had to be hungry, without food—
although we .often did have to cat
~ beans ‘and the least .costly food. It
was a financial struggle from the be-
‘ginning. After moving to Ejigene, we
renfed a house costing S7\pcr
month.
After two years, [ was able to-add

I could give you the story of many -

in Portiand, or a year later in Seattle,
I could. not afford the best-quality

hotel, so I stayed at the second or

third best. I'always tried to-live wnh- .

in my means..
A. newspaper writet, in a story
ahout the Worldwide Church of God,

- said he had learned that when royal-

ty or overseas VIPs visited us in Pas-

“adena, I''did _not take them to

McDonald's or Jack-in-the-Box for
lunch or dinner, but to Perinc's (Los
Angeles’s best restaurant). But
royalty is accustomed to the best in

~quality, and it would be virtually an

insult to take people of that stature to
? low-price restaurant. If'1 had to .
ast without food & few days in order .
to afford to take such guests to the
quality place to which théy are ac- -
-customed, I would do it. I do take -
such ‘guests to the type placc they
expect to be aken. )

What would 1 -have done,‘ when 1
had to go to the lowest- pricc places
myself and had only one f shoes
and one threadbare sult%cs"
Well, [ did not Have royalty or”VIPs

© visiting me ih,lhosc'days.’l probably -

would have been forced to find some
way.to avoid having to host lhcm at
all,

In train travel back in the i9205
*30s and '40s, [ traveled often in day .

continues to glvc me scvcre tests of -

- AxGod's Church thcn‘ Ramgd-the ‘

a second radio. station in Portland, ° coaches oh trains, and ate at l(ﬂt-‘
costing $10 per “bybadcast. Once, on ; .. price lunch counters. xBul Gob has
starting to drive toPortland for the ¥promlsed to. supp]y all our nted’(Ph
Sunday aflcrn.oon broadcast, T . '419), and in the Work of God"in
1aéked“the $10 I had to.pay in ad- * these days certain things are neces-.

vance. | stopped at :Salem, Oregof, = sary’in order to serve God—and He ™.

©tis doubtful whéther any lnsulu-
tion in human history started from as

€ crcatnon of the UNI-
¢ ereation of the earth..’

- smallest and most_humble, and then -

I had rejected a salary of $3 per

- wide Church of God. As for me and’ -
©.my family, we received alm(m ho .-
financial aid at our beginning. in :

for lunch, and somebody—I do not
- now remember who—handed me the
needed broadcast money.

I was stil) going with only one pair~.

of shoes and one suit of clothes, but
was no longer hungry. - ®
—~When | was 19 years of age, a
multimillionaire called me to his of-

fice. He was starting me out as an

employee of his corporation, and my
job would entail some long-distance
rail travel. He wanted to givea young
manssome good advice.

“When yoy travél, always (

cn

_you can afford it) travel in a Pullman.

-car. Always stay at the best hotel,
even though you take their minis -
mum-priced. room. This throws you
among the more successful peoplc,
and cveryonc we contact bas an in-.
fluence on'us.”-

But when | had to stay ove:mght

provides what is nceded. :
[ have never engaged in extrava-
gance. “Extravagant” is defined.in -
the dictionary as “exceeding the lim-
its of reason, or necessity; extremely
or exceedingly elaborate, profuse -or
unreasonably high in price.”
The best quality of things may be
expensive, but not extrava
At this-point let me
current news. So )
who broug is civil lawsuit on
: tch spread the rumor._that
in fact this was not a suit against me
or against the Church, but against

. Mr. Stanley Rader. Of course, thatis -
‘not true, for every ¢ffort in their

power was made to ‘take over and.
confiscate the Church property—-to.”
turn all management of the Church -
over to the court-appointed receivér:
They told the press the suit was
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" brought agamst us bécause. they
- claimed that both Mr. Rader and |
“had been “siphonicgDff millions of
“dollars ‘gvery year.from. Churchf
funds.” That wild aliegauon is $o ut-
terly false I have not considered it

" necessary to dignify it with a denial. :

. Our Church members have. PROVED
by their loyalty, finaneial support
and lgving letters that they know well
such a thing is impossible.

A couple-days ago Mr. Rader went "
“in peérson to the deputy attdrneys -

gcneral told them-of this persistent
rumor, and offered -that;.
" woild dismiss all: chargc‘:s against me

~and the three corporations, he would™

*hand them complcle records of -all
-transactions involving him, on-a sil-
ver platter, Théy know well their

"% « charges of our. stealing’ millions of -

“"dollars are utterly groundless.: But
~they” rcph:d that they cannot now,
“afford. to: ““lose face” by admlltmg-
that it is THEY. not we, who are guilty
of wrongdoing. : They said it would
leave: them “cmaseulatcd”»«ucmg
- that very word! Now they are going -
to, try to make. me move to a lower-
cost residence” and jnsist I travel,
- when- 1 do, at"something like third-
_Class accommadations, etc. <.
" So | am going.to see that -they
carty that::«f) 1 own absolutcly
{@brﬂmc}x:xcepl thc property m‘“
b my’ vijfe ari lﬂgow ivein

e to tésume residence if ‘the “taf--
< iege-owned Home bn.-the cainpus in”
- Pasadena where I have lived“for13

yedrs; and 2)" the Pasadena property

and all' in-if belongs to Ambassador
College, and "cost ‘only $17,500 of -
Church ar college funds. -

The very purchase of that property
is an example of how God has been
blessfng us and His Wark. Here are -
the circumstances behind the college -
acquiring that property. .

‘Dr. and Mrs. Hal Lisman wanted
to move from San Pedro to Pasadena.
. They wamed this particular propér-.
ty, said it cpuld .be bought for .
$37,500—a bargain- -of bargains at
that time., They offergd to-put-in-the
$10,000 down payment. We agreed
that $5.000 of their -down .payment

. could pay for five'years’ rént and the .

other-$5,000 could be taken off their
- income tax as a contribution to the
college.

- At-the end of five yeérs. they pald
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if they™ .

rizéag;’ uatit ks’ safc fo& élay will say m

oy “gvent of their fouf-year coligg

another $10,000 for another five -
~years’ rent. When Dr. Lisman died,
M5, Lisman-housed eight. girl stu- .-
denis. When neighbors complained .
--that ¢ )tc propérty was not zoned for _
taking in roomers, we had to move

-them out. Mrs. Lisman felt it was too

large a- housc for her lo maintain =

alone. ’
- That. was when I decided to live
there. After the Lismans bad paid

for. the coliege to pay only the

.- $17.500. There was a certain amouint
of repairing, which was - done with -

our own laber,,

My wife' Loma and I hved there
around two years before her death.

“During 'the remainder. of the night
" after her death, I remarked:to’ my son
Garner Ted that | planned to move
into-a small apartment, and that 1

'

" home.

“Dad * said Ted, “no olher minis-
ter but you could live here. It seems
to-me. we'll have 6 turn it mto a
student soctal center.”

I agreéd; that was its only possible

" use: But then:came the idea of invit-
ing-all senior st,udents each year, insa

number. of small groups throughout fi

$20,000 of the $37,500, it remainéd

didn’t know how to use. that large N

‘neys general and thcse court Judges
demand that I move’intg soitie third-
or fourth-rate shaty, it would not-be
a new experience for me. I did havel

. _to live in-poorer circumstances than

"most of our brethren for many years,
“and I would feel right at home. |
Why is jt, I often wonder, that if a*

" Hollywdod  movie star lives ostenta-’

tiously, thal is EXPECTEDT-—and they
do nothing more of real value than *
entertain people. But if the servant of
the living Gop ministérs to multiple
thousands, leading many td ETERNAL
LIFE, some pegple expect him to live
like a. tramp or pauper. . v
- How did Jesus live® We know lit-

. tle of that, but there is.evidence that-

He owned "His own property in

B Capemaum He wore a robe that was.

_ of extra fine quality, for it was seani-
less. Evenfesus was accused of *ex-

travagance,” “when 4 woman Vashed * -

His feet, with precious and éxpensive
omtment -Jesus ‘rebuked those. who
cguctzed this.

1 know- what it'is to be poor! I
know what it is to'go HUNGRY for
lack of money. for food, I have lived
at’as low a costof living as my posi-
+ tion in God's service gllowed. 'And [ -
would be willing to do‘it again—but 1

the year, for a formal dinner withime®” **don't thirik the-4fi¥ing Jesus Christ

at my home: And, in doirgthat; 1.
decided it would B¢ better™or fie

ive .on there:
. they attended weee the ;outstagl

reers* That home now has 4

" S0, if the deputy a rneys general

. ~decnde I must live/elsewhere, what

e Studcm}Soclal :

will become of
" Genter?”

Among thdse who have been enter-
tained in

wife, officials from the state of Israel,

and others. Another guest was Gloria -
Swanson, the magy glamorous star of -

_Hollywood ‘from the silent-movie
" days (she was lecturmg at the col-

- lege). .

Of course, 1E these deputy attor-

N S

A e e e

stidefts yet td--
¢ formal dm o

at house are King Leo:

" pold {1l 4nd fariily, Judge Nagcndra
Singh (India’s representative on the-
Coyrt of International Justice at The .
'Hague) and his wife, Dr. Franz Josef
Strauss (often calied the “strong man
“of Europe”) and his wife, the presi- .-
dent of Tekyo* University and his.

/‘/’"’

e . that again, now. In
th n%d of God there will be no,

“payiperStragps, nigsth
Oyg;God, has@onmhn bﬁw l&'
,’2} .
For ﬁfly two years now, Since my -

“‘B‘tore for us!
conversion, [ have tried to live simt
".ply, awithout extravagance, and to-
make every dollar of God's tithes go
as far in His Work as possible! But
~the living “Jesus Christ .does guide
His apostle and shows me How He
wants His Work mapaged. Every
“dollar is made to go farther, and
more eflectively than in any: other-
organizatian in the «wortd——bccause

this Work is headed and fed by Je-

sus Christ!

And it will continue to be admin-,
istered- as Jesus. Christ leads me—.
and not as some state officiad or a
court judge would Mismanage!

This is NOT the work of man's
govérnment but the work of the liv-
ing God! Attarneys general or coyrt
judges, who, do. Not follow Christ,
| not ‘manage or operate this
z/eclo.ns Work of the- LIViNG

D' O o 4
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. I& the past seven months SWAPO “Thns would gain enormous advan- .
NAM]BIA - “freedom fighters” have backed up- tagcs for the Communists. SWAPQ is :
- their resolve with over 350 separate |. not in-a position ta'effectively govern "
B (sztmued Jfrom page 6) acts of violence—from assassinations | Namibia. Dependent as a SWAPO - f .
. the latter; and, tragically last, the of chiefs and village headmen to ab- .| governmént would be on foreign inili- ‘
¥ moderate political leaderg repre-. | -ductions of schoolchildren, to the- (aryandeconomlchclp.suChagchrm ) .
of . senting the vast majority of the | first-ever bonibings in Windhoek. , *|" ment- mlght well become-a Soviet P -
f peoplc of Namibia, whose wishes As for SWAPO's regard for eléc- | client,asi$the MPLA in Angola. . -
EN - have largely fallen on deaf ears at the | tions, tite democratic process, and the “The position of the Western ,
ES United Nations. principle of oneMfian-one-vote, | powersintheSouthern Atlantic would .
i The . preference of the Third- SWAePO president Sam Nujoma | be further weakened, a serious matter . ."™ .
] " World and Comimunist-dominated | said ¥ New York in 1978: “The | in view of its strategic importance in - '
e United Nations is well known; it'un- [ . question of black majority rile isout. | the worldwidc pattern of Western'
reservedly supports SWAPQ, having. . We are not fighting even for black | maritime trade. If Namibia's erior- - . .
| declared it the “sole and authentic majomy rule.. We are fighting to | mous potential miineral wealth, in- ' )
A - reptésentative”’ of the Namibian seize power in Namibia for the bene- | cluding its vast resougces in uranium, -
A people, to the exclusion of afl other fit of the Namibian people\ We are did not passintothe Soviet orbit, these
{i political parties in South West Aer « revolutionarips.” tesources at least could- be dcmcd to
ca. This affirmation was made yea Though SWAPO dlsdams the the West in caserof need. - . ‘
Y ~ago, despite. the fact that SWA; democr&fnc process, the, fact that it is | T “There is no better hopc for Na- .
i -predominantly an ‘Ovambo-~ cd permitted to operate as- a legitimate’ mllﬁa and for the world at large than -
b group (and enjoys Jess than half of the i Qolmcal party inside-Namibia (rep- | the ascendancy of the moderates: ]
il - support of.the Ovambo populauog at~| resented by its mlcf’nal wing) shows " |’ ,Whercvcr radicals have come to .
S §hat). Still, the U.Ns Councu‘!for *the remarkable éxient to whiéh per-| power in recent years, bloodshed, ex- -~ °
: *Namibia funds a ' SWAPO office in | sonal hberucs are enjoycd“m the ter- " pulsions, forced labor camps, confis- |’ ¢ y
; N¢wV0rkC1tymthcumeofMBS 000. mory, N cation, and “‘teeducation programs™ :
! a yeal. And when the Namibia ques- Thcre}ls in fagl,” repert DPuignan | have resulted. Thececord of the radi- - 3 '
-l tion is discussed at the United Nations and’Ganp “a‘good deal mofe'person- | cals in Angola and Mozambique is .
w . - Security Council, a:SWAPO repre- | al liberty fMamibia, than, in Angola disastrous; jn‘Ethiopia it is barbaric, - ’
sentative is automatically invited. Not - | or uiider anymCommumst regi and’ elsewhere it has been mept—— ‘
< T invited and ngtably absent are repre- SWAPO. ls;aﬂowed to operate in- even if mere -humane.” ) .
sentatives of ‘the “Democratic Tumm “smihia in a ‘way not tolerateg in any ' ‘
‘halle Alliance,” the malti-eftinic par-- * Affogt “one-, par{y “idictatorshipor -‘”’w’@"*w"'“ West Y »
»,J}’ w!uch oy rwhclmlr;%ly\,sxy‘eg’( N. i G D this appallingly grim picture :
d %‘a*s:n o swhit a SWAPO-ruled Namibia- ; ..
vqprgl)&e;lecnons! AasL Deé’cmber i “to I\%loscow would be like, the » '
£ (Knowingit &ouki not wigitlie| hatllcof Yo-tias® allawed n- Namlbla thc mgqm- o .Western fiations seem to bg{.upablc to . '
he ballot, SWAPO boycottcd' the | zation and” po‘lmcal acuvn(y “of 'a par- ‘}~take a firm stand for a solution to the ’
.election.) ly«w‘hosc purpose is o avérthrow the, | budding Namiibia crisis that: would
‘Given Lthis bias on the East Rlver ‘L, regime.’ :|. keep the territory- from passing 1nto 4
it is little wonder that -responsible B Butthe wide freeﬁ’bmsm:wallowed . the Communist orbit. . .
I leaders inside Namibia seripusly | Namibia's diverse peoples ‘would be This has been amply dcmonstra.tcd
- doubt that either .the WU.N. or the | radically. and tragidally reduced if | “in the position of the * ‘Western Five”
Western powers have the will to | SWAPO were ever to come to power. Secunty Council mcmbers who have M -
bring SWAPO to contést an elecuon Contifiue Duignan and Gann; “The”| attentpted to*mediate the dispute be~
fair and square——or that U.N ~super- | future of Namibia under a “SWAPQ | tween Pretorja and SWAPO.
b * vised elections in Namibia can ever | regime is not hard to predict. The 5 Tithe and time again the Western - e
\1» i be conducted Jmpartially.” . -~ -*| Europeans présumably woiild leave of powers have backed away from firm- '
g1 : - . their own'accord, or they-would be | Jy-ne¢gotiated “final” “positions, cav- .
| 11 Bullets Oyer Baliots . driven‘out. ... The party seeks 10 mg.,iﬁ to a suocessno}‘:oof SWAPO <
e . Thc SWAPO leadership has repeat- | crefge’ a umﬁed Namibian nation, _ demands. -
S | .redly professtd its preference for |, based on ane nationalism and onecul- " In 1977, responding to U.N. pres-
| 1 | shooting it$ way to power in Nasib- | ture. Inpractice, SWAPO rule would ' "sure‘ SBEHA frica gave up on its own "
- 1. ‘| ia. This.was reiterated in January by Emll Ovamb0$ﬁpremacy and woulcl “internal” formula fomndependcnce s
B A . its representative-at the U.N., Mr. refore lead. to widespread resiSt- | of‘the territory.” - .
'ﬁ\ ‘Théo Ben Gunrab. SWAPO, he | ance on the part of Bther cthnic; comy, * ‘After imionths of cxtrcmcly diffi- . M
SR Stressed, remained “totally dnd reso- | funities. Namibia would thentéquire cult negotiations, South, Africa, ‘on’ ¥ ’:
k * lutely” committed to the belief that | avastaniountof military and eggnom- April.25, I978‘1agrecd t0a ,_proposal,
- ““armed struggle” was the only way | icaidfrom the Eastern bloc loeonsoh- «as put forth-by the:Western powers, . =
10 settle-the future of Namibia. datexts rule. : ~ for a plan for Namibian mdepcn- . §
N N . . .
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dence: The proposal—which Pretorid

" was assured was “‘final-and defi-
nite”"—embraced the principle of
free clections, under U.N. supervi-
sione geared toward an indépendence
date of December 31.- 1978-—0b-

““viously long since passed. (Septem-
Ber 30, 1979 is the new deadline.)
The groundwork of a cease-fire be-
fore clections was cstablished. The .
South Africans agreed to scale down
their forces in ¢he territord to 1,500 °
men, provided SWAPO would cease
its terrorist activities.

The proposal also.unequivocally
stated that the futyre of the coastal
port enclave of Wa.Lns Bay —South
Africyn_territory never a part of the
r\)kmcr Gs:m.m Sobih” West Afri-

ﬂed as an entirely

Wg.bg},wcen the South=Atric r&g{
t

. cr-nmenr aq& he clmtcd govcﬂl

Al,though the Western ‘Btg Fw"b& .

| “ave gotlcn SWAPds

“ approva‘l ‘of the same “final” :pro-

i3 q:posaly it wasnt dong hefore: the

agrge 8 ki dowai.
Gf5kmade. by the:

SWAPO high < mmand ,ACHing 4

‘uﬂder instrug - I

“timion, (Once :

- IHTEFI €A tel G

dlrccle

I
TP.W. BO(hd danLer “Tht . de- )
' pends on what SWA}RO)“@
"saysw—and bWAPOs boss is lnm
- Moscow: )

Tht.,h;;( serious brcdch of tha “'fi-

nal” proposal came in July 1978,
when the “Rig Five” notwonly voted
for, but actually sponsqred;. & resolu--
tion in’ the Security Couicil® which
dectared that Walvis Bay must be

rumg;.ch! into Namibia.

- The ‘st serious rupture of. the
original accord, however, occurred in
Februafy 1979, This rift is still unre-
solved.and the blludlloﬂ as it stands
now is so precariolls that the entire
independencg process is on the verge
of a complete breakdown. -

SWAPQ has presented two specif-
ic new demands: 1) that its- base
camps in the neighboring *Front
Line” states not be subjected to U.N.
monitoring, and 2) that SWAPO
troops be permitted during the ceaser

.

bases within Namibia itself!
Incredible though it may seem, the
" United Nations Security-General,
..Dr, Kure Waldheim, has more or less
bought the: SWAPO idea, although
“the U.N. plan is worded much ‘more_
cleverly. ¢ £y
wgmWith regard to the first point, the
U.N. proposes to hand over the job of

“host™ countries. Secondly. the UN
proposal states that any SWAPO |
forces whahappendobeinside Namib-
iaduringt cll-mcoflhcccas(. ﬁrcmll
" be “restricted tobase™ there
The U.N. plan simply -ushcrs the
fox into the hen house. Neither “host,
courftry,” Angola or Zambia, is in
Completé control of ifs o@n territory.
. Even if they wdnted 1o, fthey couldn’t
< monitgimilic SWAPO fox¢es. And on
the sccond point -SWAP gucrrlllas
presently have no bases in Namibia
proper. Thus the U.N. plan would
give them:on a silver platter what
-they .have becn . ‘Unable 1o achieve
lhrough years of tlg‘hung ‘During the

’Q‘m:d 10 thetr bases. the SWAPO
coiggnand would effect a massive in-
Fation of'all of s cxlcrn.ﬂl) based
troops across the bordcr ima s
U'N -provided b‘\\m e e
: ws-Hesimply. hugg&c’%‘m«. “mind that the

‘party to such an umfgggm;m .
e wAid térmake certain‘that the UN

i more 10 hus hiking, SWAPQ chief
F. from NATO Countries be repre-.

-prefers the pdrglup.mon of African”
and Scapdinavian countries who
“showed sympathy with SWAPO *»
Says Willie le Roux of the Insti--
tute fur Africa Studies at the Univer~
sity of P&uhy{nlrmm {South Afri-
ca). “The présent crisis in SWA
stdms from SWAPQs gefusal 1o take
part in the democratic process. 1t will
prevent clections fdr as- long as it |
possibly can, and fér this reason
“makes |mpowble deminds on South
Aftica in order to make South Africa
out to be-the culprit . ..
“Nujoma is regularly advised from
Mascow and this- latest demand is’

part of the strategy of continually

fire. pcri'od to set up. ﬁvé mjlitary '

<

monitoring SWAPO's bases to the:

sc-ﬁrc;‘c-wnh South Afrigan thoops -

- Westerndemoctatic powers would be |

Jtask force monitoring, the: cease-firé *
"_Nu)oma is, mmk‘mg that no soldw.rp

-semted. Instead, Nujoma says he |

a ﬁ;m stand."”

" As things stand. ;nA the mohcnt.
there appears. to be little ‘or no

deviatiQns: from the or]gmal propos-
al. Moderate lpagers inside Namib-

assembly élected last December,
have already asked Pretona to take
“ the- first steps toward 1mplementing
an interim govergment

would respect the washes of the ma:
jority of the Namibian people. Ht-has
-also repeatedly said it would not run
away from its responsibihty. to guar-

and scattered peoples

for an “‘internal™ settlemgnt of the
which now bedevils Rhodesia Ironi-
Kremhin would prefer as stell

receive snternational recognition.
SWAPO, excluded from power:
would be portrayed as the fhured
party.. The guerrilla- wav avould heat
Jup more thap. aor with buuth Alni-
“¢an Gcfcnu forces ~'"the bad
- guys”drawn 1nto the conflict decp-
er than ever.

muendd “foreconomic sanclions
against South Africa .sanctions

harm their own economies.

South Africa is now reconciled to
the likelihood -of sanctions. Unless
¢ the U.N. antl the West come o rea-
son,. Pretoria has no chowe but to
stay +#n Namibia and defend its 750-
mile-long border wjth r.ndn.al
Angola. °* -

South Africa also intends 10 work
cloSely with ZnnEn.bwc-Rhodcsia's
newly elected Blacksnajority govern-
ment_in turn, Prime Minster Bishop
Abel Muzorewa advocates continued
" close commercial and military ties

an CCOI\OmlC commumty cmbmcmg

several countries in thc subwnlmcnl

S

showing up Wcstern lnablhty to takc .

Realignment of Southern Africa ©

chance that thie South ‘African gov-~
¢rnment will accept the latést Bross -

~ia, constituting. the majority of the .
All along, Pretoria Jhas sad n(

antce the safety of bwﬁf\ 3 dwc.;sg :

The stage. therefore, could be eel_
political erisis simitar- to (he-one -
. cally. this is what the men n the

= An_taternal settlement would n/

A4 the United” Nations, lhc. West- )
ern tnembers of the Secunty C ouncil .
. would probably, a0 longur Tesist de-

which if imposed® would serousty

* with South Africa and the creationof
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These and ‘other moves are serving

- notice on the West that a new, néu-

tralized atignmem of forces 'may be
underway in southern Africa.
Moscdow's Goals ¢ .
The Sovict Ynion, unperceived to
most in thg West who see the strug-
gle in southern Africa in purely a
social or-ragial light, has 1wo princi-
pal objectives in its Namibia policy.
First, in backing SWAPO 10 the hilt,
it aims o turn-another cmerging na-
tion into a- {lieat state, claiming an-
other victory in_thc “international
class struggle.” -

Sccond --and far more impor-
fant- a Marxist Namibia would pro-
vide a new springboard for terrorism
directed at ‘South, Afm,a Thé over-
pedhirow . ofe e Lapu:ﬁi‘sl WIS
om.n.lcd goverfment in Pretoria re-
mains Russia’s uitimate objective in
Africa, as stated vime and again in
Sovietgarutegic readings. The prin
Ty purﬁe in this regard is to dept
lht Westepn: world of the roglons. .
" Vast mineral wealth, or to hold it
hosugc at high ransom.

A recent American inlelligcnce re-

- port reaching the White House

warns that in the case of four strateg-
ic minerals- -chromite, manganese,
vanadium dn%%latinum—lhe Soviet
nion would “become the dominant
ler if South Africa were out of

) ial in the April 23; 1979
issue of Aviation- Week and Space
Technology said this: “The President
of Somalia, situated on the strategic
Horn of Africa. recently told top-level
British officials that Soviet leaders had

‘. .-made it bluntly clear to him when he

was their temporary ally that their
current policy had twogoals: .

**First, pinch off the oil of the
Middie East from the economic sys-
tems of the West.

*Becond, disrupt and deny the
mineral resources of Africa on which
the Western, industrial nations are

dgpendent.” :
}\‘hil'c the Soviet Union portrays
i

as the champion of the op-
pressed, its professéd concern for the
welfare of the African people‘is hyp!
ocritical in the extreme. Its aims are
purcly geopolitical, and because the

ca’s intgrnal affairs, it has a relative-
ly free hand to stic up trouble.

The naive societies of the West
apparently can no longer recognize
who their real enemy is, *

Atrica’s “Common Market"

twinéd the cconomies of the nations
of southern Africa really arc—and
“why the Communists want to break
things up to their advantage.

The facl} of geography, natural
resources and national development,
morcover, dictate that the economic
pulsebeat of the entire region be the
Republic of South Africa. It sathe
transportation and communigaTEm
hub of the entire subcontinentgiwg

Zaire;s Shaba provinee southwardh).
ffm"ﬁu‘%ﬁhcs the bulk of necessary
foodstufls and manufactures.

‘Even outside the region, the much-
maligned country plays an indispens-
able ¢conomic role. Nearly all the
nations of black Africa trade with
the “colossus of the South,” cither
openly or covertly.

The imposition of trade sanctions
against South Africa, as a result of
the Namibian impasse or for any

mies of many black African nations

ing. Most of them would suffer
ar more than. the largely self-suffi-
cient republic.

South -African cconomy in literally
thougands of ways. South Africa pro-
vides many of its skilled managers
and technicians. It provides the ma-
jor source of capital investments as
welt as guaranteeing markets and
marketing services for the. bulk of
Namibia's exports. Pretoria subsi-
dizes Namuibia's budgetary deficits
and directly funds w%y irrigation
and hydroclectric projebts. It oper-

munications, railways, the postal sys-
e, schools and health seryices. Is
all of this to pe jeopardized on the
altar of revolutionary politics?
Authors Duignan and Gann,
quolcd earlier, say this about Namib- _
ia's futuce—and by extension, the fu-
ture of many of the countries in this
part of the world: “The cOuhtry's
cconomic and social advance has

Wusl is paralyzed over South Afri-,

been impressive. American academi-
‘ A .

Few people realize how closely inter-’

| other reason, would send the econo- |

Namibia itsell is tied into the.

ates vital services such as telecom- .

cians would certainly have made

- much of this progress had it “been
achieved in a socialist country under -
- No future Na- -

sognallst auspices. .
mibian government can cut the
South Af;lcan connection then with-
out u;s:urrlng speedy and pcrhaps ir-
reversible economic dlsastcr

Age of Unreason

The outlook for peace in southern
Africa in general and Namibia in
particular is not good. An editorial in
the newspaper Die Vaderland states,
rather gloomily: “If a compromise
[over Namibia] is worked out sensi-
bly there is still hope--but then one
probably has to remember that we

" live in a world in which there is not

»aften rogn mydgs {ot.a;reasonablc'
point of view.

How true. We live in an age of
unreason, of intractability in many
quarters. This is, as readers of The
Plain Truth know, not God's world,
bu.t Satan's. &fid_everywhere Satan

i sumng up- Ihg wrath of “nation *’

against nation’ (Matthew 24:7).
This is happening with increased in-
tensity the closer we come to the end
of this world and the¢ dawning of the

wonderful world tomorrow, the reign |

of the Kingdom of God. e

“The greatest Icssﬁm the events™
unfolding in southern Affica, noted
one observer, “is that there can only
be mutual advantages if there is eco-
nomic, technical and other coopera-

Voo
tion.

Again, very true. All peoples of
this troubled region must-learn to live

. together 1n harmony and mutual re-
spect. The alternative is, to barrow

the phrase of former South African
Prime Minister  JohK Vorster, “‘too
ghastly to contemplate.” ___~

Another very apt saying concern-
ing the human complexities of south-
ern Africa goes like this: *You can
shoot a zebra- in either a white stripe
or a black stripe—but the animal
dies nevertheless.”

Tragically, one senses that we will
have to wait for the world tomorrow
in order for southern Africa to
achieve the utopia some of the re-
gion's economic theorists have long
cavisioned. It certainly won't occur
under the brutality of Communist
totalitarianism. " D

¥
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CHURCH

(Corllinué_t{ from page 3)

true today. Second, the Holy

Spirit came suddenly—they did not
“work it up” by emotionally shout-
ing, as is usual in such meectings to-
day. Third, the Holy Spirit came
with a sound—they heard it—like a
blast of a rushing mighty wind. No
such thing occurs today. Fourth, the
Holy Spirit is here twice called “it,”
not “*he”—not a ghost or personage.
Fifth, they saw the Holy Spirit. It
appeared as divided tongues like fire.
This was acwally seen, smlng on.
each of the 120. No such thing is evet
repeated in so-calléd Pcntccostal

meetings today! ' v

Now, further. do they today speak’

with the same kind of tongues? Here
again the REAL Pentecost experiente
is not in any sensc duplicated today.
Read on:

. There were d\wllmg at Jeru-
salem Jews, devout Ten, out of every
nation under heaven.-Now when this
was noised abroad [word spread rap-
idly of this once-only amazing expe-
rience— hearing And secing the Holy

Spirit]. the multitude came together,

and were confounded, because that

every man heard thgm [ihe 120]°

speak in his’ ov laifguage” (Acts
2:5-6).

Study this agdm cardully The
Mede among these devol:i)ﬂvs ‘who
came running ‘in heatd” them—the

120—speaking the language of the

Medes. And he understood what they
were saying! The onec Méde heard
and understood 120 Galileans speak-
ing-the language of the Medes! But
the Parthian heard them—the same
120—speaking his Parthian lan-
sguage! And so on! It was not a gib-

berish-—unimelligible« as ¢ ‘tongueg

people” speak in their meetings to-

day! And it needed no interpreter. 1°

well remember experiences in such

meetings, where in service after ser-

vice the same man rose ta interpret—-

and although the gibberish of differ-

ent ones was entirely different. the

“interpretation” had been memo-

rized, and in every casg was the

I~ —__same! | saw that kind of experience

* dFivé sincere people hungry for God's
truth away in disgust'

Let me add here that God's Holy .

Spirit -ﬂ‘ Spirit of a SOUND MIND

Tne PLAIN TRUTH -Juhe-July AB79

(I Timothy 1:7). The one and only
original Church of God was founded
that day of Pentecost. A\D. 31. They
were all of soyNnp mind—like-
minded—of ONE accord. ,

God Adds to His Church

The multitude who came running in
were all amazed—in wonderment
doubting cnd asking, “What does
this mean?”

Then God’s chief apostle, Peter,

.stood up to explain—to deliver to

these thousands the first inspired ser-
mon by an apostle.

These devout Jews were pncked
in their heart™ by Peter's sermon and
asked, “What shall we do?™

Peter gave no twentieth- -century

“altar ‘call™—pléaded with none 1¢
talk them into conversion—but an-
swered their question, saying, “Re-
pent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remiSsion of sins, and ye shall.
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit™
(Acts 2:38) It was the power of the
Holy Spirit that had struck straight
in their hearts. GOD HAD CALLED

THEM!

*“Then they that gladly received
his word were baptized: and the same
day there were added unio them
about three thousand soufs” (Acts
2:41).

“And they cdntinued steadfastly in
the aposlles' doctrine .. ."" (verse
42). . .

Note here this.important point!
They did not appaint among them-
selves a “dpctrinal committee™ toyde-
cide intellectually in which doctripes
they could believe God's apostle. God
gave them the true do«.lrmc through
His apostle. and they “continued to-

) géther with dne accord in thp apos-

tles’ doctrine and fellowship.”
Now who added members o the
Church? Not apostolic or evangelical

salesmanship  but “the LorD added

to the church daily such as should be °
saved [were to be saved]” (Acts
2 47)

Apontlos Preached;
Church Backed Them

But what was the rouNDATION @ T the
Church ? l\s referred Lo as a “butld-
ing,” dnd a solid building must be
built on a solid foundation.

Of course Jesus Christ is the foun-

,dational Rock. But the Church. is

\\
built on the FOUNDATION of the apos-
tles (New Testament) and prophets
(Old Testament), Jesus Christ Him-
self being the chief. CORNERSTONE
(Ephesians 2:20). Jesus taught the
apostles. The CHURCH followed the

apostles’ doctrinc. Lay members. .
were not free to set, change or decide

doctrinal TRUTH—~but only to receive
and believe it.
A day or two after the Church was

founded. Peter and John went up to -

the Temple. At the Beautiful Gate
entrance was'a crippled heggar, lame

- from birth., Peter, being asked for

alms, took %he cripple by the right
hand, lifted him up, saying. “In the

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth,

rise up aid &alk (Acts3stg). “And

-he leaping up stodd, and walked, and" .~

cmered with thcm into the. tem-
ple ..." (verse 8).

The beggar was known to all. This
miracle drew a hyge crowd. Peter,
explaining, prcachcd to them about
the resugrection of Jesus. H¢ pro-
claimed the good news of the King-
dom, saying the heaven had received
Jesus until the time of restoration aof
the GOVERNMENT Or Gob by the
KinGpoM.or Goo (Acts 3:20-21).

As Peter spoke, the priests, the
captain of the temple and the Saddu-
cees came upon them and threw
them into prison for the night.

Next morning, Peter and John
were brought before the rulers, el-
ders, scribes, the high priest and his

family. Peter spoke briefly but boldly

to them. They then threatened the
apostles, forbidding them to, preach
any further about Christ and His
Kingdom. |

Peter and John, though now in-
spired by the Holy Spirit, were hu-
man, and naturally were somewhat
shaken up and frightened.

Being released, they went immedi-

ately for moral support and encour-

agement 1o “‘their own company"
(Acts 4:23), the Church.

- The Church *liftéd up their voice

to God with one accord” (verse 24).
And -when they (th¢ Church) had
prayed, God answered by shaking the
‘place where they were assembled,
filling them with Hurbplm courabu
and power.

Another incident: Thi aposllcs

. had continued preaching, healing the
sick and performing miracles. God.

added to the Church, but also the
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and the apostles. The other miembers
of the Church were not sent forth

with,the gospel. They were called to.

supp¥rt and encourage the apostles in
getting out the gospel message, as
GOoD's MEANS of developing in them
God's holy, righteous. CHARACTER,
qualifying them for places as kings
and priests in the KINGDOM!

So here came another (ncident
showing how the Church supported
the apostles. Continue, verse 5 of
Acts 12: *.. . but prayer was made
without u‘mng of the ¢hurch unto
God for him™ - Peter. The brethren
stood loyally 100 percent back of
God's apostles.

. What huppened when the Church
so unceasingly eprayed? ... The
same night Peter was slccpmg by

tween two soldiers, bound with two’

chains: and the keepers before the
door kept the prison. And, behold,
the angel of the Lord came upon him,

and a light shined in the prison: and -

he smote Peter on the side, and raised
him up, saying, Arise up quickly.
And his chains fell off from his
hands™ (verses 6-7), and - Peter fol-
lowed the angel on out of the prison.
Peter fled on to Caesarea.

Jesus gave . His GREAT COMMISSION

44

referred to_ thgse, whom .God had |

called— and they were, comparative~

.4ly. exceedingly Few by proportion to
“¥he whole population. Then Jesus. |

continued, *. . . teaching them to ob-
serve all lhdl I have commanded you,
‘and lo, | am wuh’ you always, to the
close of ‘the age™ (Matthew 28:16-20,
Revised Standard Version).
The apostles were NOT sent forth
“on a soul-saving crusade, but to
TeacH thdse whom-God had called
and. made willing to listen. That is
what God's apostle does to this day.
Today we are able to utilize modern
methods of MASS COMMUNICATION-—
radio, television, the printing press.
We TtACH the good news of the com-
ing KinGpom 1o those whom God
cals and makes willing 1o listen. In
this way we TEACH and PROCLAIM
the truec GOSPEL MESSAGE L0 many
MitrioNy worldwide. Our magazine,
* The Plain Trurh, has more than Two

MiLLION subscribers, and estimates -

are that each copy is.-read by at least
three people—-actually reaching six’

or seven MHLION people! And we

teach all who willingly listen 10.0b-

serve all that God commanded His

apostles! .
Now notice Mark's account of the

YOU BE
IN THE
NEXT LIFE?

Yes, there is life atter death. But
it's not at all like the. ‘'heaven"
and “‘hell”” concepts commonly
believed. It you'd like to have a
better undevstandmg of what the
Bible says about the next life,
why not request two free book-
lets What Will -‘You Be Doing in
" the Next Life? and Just What Do
You Mean . Salvatian" To ob-
tain your coples usé the Mera
ture request card in this issye

" -
" persecution grew. Peter again had to the apostles—those sent forth with GREAT COMMISSION: “‘Afterward he
been imprisoned. Steven had been | the message. The lay brethren were | appeared unto the eteven ... And he
stoned to death. In Acts 8:1 added to the Church to support the | said unto them, Go v§ into all-the
. there 'was a great pér,sec(tion - apostles. - . world, and preach the gospel to every
* against the church . . . and they were | ° v : creature” (Mark 16:14, 15). Natu-
all scattered abroad throughout the The Great Commission o rally Jesus did not mean every hu-
regions of Judaea and Samaria, ex- Notice the GREAT COMMISSION as re- man being on earth—-but all 1hc)
cept the apostles.” corded by Matthew: “Now the eleven might reach who would hear. “He_
By the following Passover, perse- | disciples [Judas had left them] went | that bcllevcth and is baptized shalt’
cution had mounted. “About that to Galilee, to the mountain to which’ | be saved...." Yet only those God
time Herod the king stretched forth | Jesus had directed them. ... And Je- | called would be able to believe -- for
hi$ hands to vex certain of the | sus came and said to them {not the Jesus meant they should believe what
church. And he killed James the | whole Church], Afl ‘authority in | was sap--believe the GOOD XEWs!
brother of John with the sword. And | heavén and on earth has been given,” However, this is quoted from the
because he saw it pfcascd the Jews, to me. GO, THEREFORE, and make 1611 King James Version, but nearly
he proceceded further tg~take Peter | disciples of all nations . . .; " Notige all other translations omit it, saying ,
also. (Then were ghe days of unleav- “make disciples. OF,” or withinsall | Mark did not write the words begin-
ened bread.) And when he had ap- nations. A disciple is a student—one | ning in verse 9 through the tnd of the
prehended him. he put him in pris- learnifig, being taught. .baptiz-. | chapter, but that they were added by ,
on. ..intending after [Passover] to ing them in the pame-of ghe Father 'somc Ia\tcr eﬂuor trying ta make it -
bnng him forth to the people. Petcr and of the'Son and of the Holy Spir- . | harmonize wighs Matthew 28:18:19.
therefore was kept in prison . ““Notige heralhlsd natand |, &But t%c gredl comiiission wasg,l :
(Acts 12:1-5). ‘T _cannol “srefute Jesiis'.. qwn statement | _en to the apf)slles —not the Church dsv : ."’
Why Members Called that “N0 MAN Can:comie to mé€, ex- | a whole—although as cited abové, .
y Members Calle cept the Father which, Rafh sent me, |' the Church.éompletely. prayerfully. .
. Now came another example of how | draw him.” The GREAT (()MM(SSIO\ wholcheartedly backed up and su
“a+the Church stood back of the apwg- | was not a commission to'try to per- |- ported the apostles. That was lhcnr E T o
-tles.- Remember, the word apostle | suadé al't'in thosé nations lo come to- | part in the great commissian. . . )
means “one seat forth.” Jesus had Christ. Jesus said plainly,™. . . make (T Be Continued)
given the ‘great commission to Peter disciples or [within] all nutions." He
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addressed to Egypt?

fews Are a Nation Again

= rhe Egyptian-Israelt peace efforts need the
- clarinication of the aacient biackground of

the* Arab-Jew siwation you .give in your
article [ Jews Are 2 Nation Again™]. Such
information is mush bette than the emo-

" tional wr_t;orist,upprouch

T e X _" *Edna Kenncdy,

. Ukuh thfm:ma

- Please dlxcontmuc swdmg me further

| issués of The Plan Truth. 1 am partici-

larly outraged with your “biased anti-

) Arib and pro- Zionist article Jews Arc a..

Watipn Again. | prayzfod 1h6 vidtery; of

the Arab and the hn.xl‘ﬁcs.truuloh of the -

Jlegal state of Israel!

“ Wan Muda Wan Yahaya,
Stillwater, Oklahonra

- | bcl ;}5‘01' ,p'llul
islead)| ig. [t Schied®Th cJewsln Pa1es-
tine declared themselves a nation.” Not a

mention that the U.N. voted for the es-,

tablishment of two states - one to be Jew-
ishi, one Arab (the latter rejected it). _
However, another Plain Truth article,
“Mideast Treaty: Peace or Empty Prom-
ises?,” very fairly presents Israel’s dilem-
ma. Mr. Acmstrong warns that only the
“give” principle will prudugc results. To
whom is that waramg ‘applied? Israel?
What if the present Egyptiun govern-

ment is followed by another with oppos-:

ing viewpaints? Then, it secems, Israel witl
have given away much --for nothing!
Why wasn't Mr Armstrong’s “give” plea

. B. Brodsky,
‘Brooklyn, New York

A Jewish neighbor of mine saw your
February Plain Truth. “The plain truth,”
she said.
never l;; us live in peace with our Ju-
daism.” She pointed out that the Beauti-
ful pamgraph by Stanley Rader (“only
God's laws, laws based upoa love of God
and love of ncighbor, will permit what all
people of goodwill so avidly yeara. for--

peace and prosperity, health and happi-

“is that many Christians could .

10

ness for people everywheré”) contradicts
all the bigotry about the Jews having to
confess theif ‘sins, loathe themselves for
ignoring God, etc., on the next page. As
my acighbor said: “They always want to
convert us. Don’t they realize that we are
very comcnt wnh our religion?” |

:lris.McDonald, -

C . W

Trugh, Mr. Armstrqng sfates: "B} A:D;

.33, the -Pater- Icader f- the ‘Babylogian

» mystery religiop: one %ﬂmon the Sorgcrer

(Acts 8:9-24), falsely dlajmed Christiani-
* ty afyd applied that name ta,his religion.”

Afset séarching the Seriptures, and espe-

cially Acts 8:9-24, I find the last words.

recorded seem to show Simon to be re-
mpentam Mr. Armsugx}gs statement is .
Wobably correct but® not thoroughly *¥
shown 10 be true. Could we have a clari-
fication of this in the next Plain Truth?
» Ken Bryant,

Port Credit, Ontario, Canada
Editor's Note: " perceive.” said the
apostle Peter, according to the King
James Version, “that thou [Simon] art

~in the gall of bitterness. and in the bond.

of iniquity ¥ But what he really said was:
I see ygu~ure a bitter poison and a
hundleth iniquity” (Goodspeed: the
Mogat translation is very similar). In
other words, Peter was in effect prophesy-
ing of Simon’s future role as a deceiver
and a snare to Christians. The following
verse does notindicate Simon repented, as
one might think at first glance. Notice that

‘instead of changing his attitude or his

wactions or seeking real contact with God,

£ Simon merely responded. “You pray for
me. that the things you said won't happen
tome, " while he kept on following his own
ways.

- Later history show's some of what Si-
mon -did do The fourth-century church
histurian Eusebius mentions repeatedly
that Simon and other false teachers who

. followed his* lead and started their avn
churches all called themselves Christian,
but did not teach the dactrine of Christ.

Bailmprc Mary'h;pd )

Si on theSorcerer Repentant"‘ "',9-
"page 5 of* fhe Jnnud.vy 1979 “Pléin’
Cer. W'hy evén: print. letters il' you' aré not

Justin Martyr, who lived in the second
century. also brands Simon as the arch
heretic, as do other early writings.

‘Oniouns: for **Orchids and Onions"

‘One of the letters in the March Plain
- Truth caught my attentlon. It was from a
* lady named Nor(on whgas‘ed why-Mr.
,Armstrong Visited foreign dignitaries but
not Arﬁtncan ledders i was dlsappomtcd
- that you*dld ot answer the. leuer smac l
have asked myself, the same qucsuom

: gou\g to angwer lhem"
i LSRR ; Wdham,ﬂCalhslo "
. R’cadmg Pennsylvania

.

I have to takc issue with the “Orchids
and Onions™ page. I've never cared for
the debating approach on doctrinal sub-

ts,or subjecty.b (g,qn cineiples o

*fne Bible. Now.T" mzpn; Saffing qﬂi’au&n%
should not be answered, but | prefer the -
question-and-answer approach. Almost
every day many of us are subject to opin-
ions like the ones in the April issue of The
Plain Truth where the readers” minds are
only open to evidence that fits their mold
of the Bible. We have it enough without
The Plain Truth printing opinions of
people who just don’t understand. Let's
print the “plain truth™ and say it like it is/
correct ourselves when we're wrong, and
leave the debates to*the world.

Chris Holding,
* Kalispell, Montana
Editor's Note: “Orchids and Onions.”
like similar features in other magazines,
is devoted primarily to the expression of
reader opinion. We iry 10 balanve varied
and opposing views, believing that one
person’s comment or expression is usual-
ly the best response to another's opinion.
Many questions are only rhetorical, be-
ing used for the purpase of expressing
praises (or its. opposite|. or offering a
suggestion,. as. in Ms. Norton's letter
mentioned above. So generally wg engage
in dialogue only when a respans(;ifrom us
can set the record straight or prevemt
obvious doctrinal error from passing it~
self off as truth.
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- Py

The PLAIN TRUTH  June-July 1979 *

.
.45

e
e




on't get caught with your finances down. Inflation it, budgeting, and record-keeping
has many of us over a barrel, or even worse. Fight is extremely helpful. Send for your ~
inflation now by applying the four principles of finan-  gopy today by using the literature
ial stability covered in our booklet entitled Managing:- rrequest card in this issue. This
Your Personal Financgs. lis.information on savings, cred-  booklet is sent free of ¢harge.
. ls ntorma! ngs, ored:  booklet I Ly ——
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