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AM WRITING this 46th anniversary “Personal” from
our apartmcm where Mrs. Armstrong and 1 are being
housed by the government in the guest “State
House,"” in Peking [Beijing}, China.
. It is indeed a gratifying experience to write this’
 “Personal™ for the 46th anniversary number at a time
when | have been privileged to be the first church leader
from the Western world of Christianity to be invited to

guest of the government. You will read my personal
report of our visit here starting on page 2.

It was approximately 53 years ago that the idea of

publishing a monﬁlly magazine to be called The Plain
*"Truth was born in my mind. I know now thal God
inspired it:

At the time [ was continuing in study and research for
God's TRUTH, following an initial intensive almost night-
and-day study to prove whether evolution is the true
means by which mankind appeared on the &rth — t0 .
prove also, whether God actually exists! :

1 had disproved the evolutionary theory after careful
study through the works of Darwin, Haeckel, Huxley
and other defenders of the hypothesis. 1 had ‘ProVED,
and bagn able to-prove to professed atheists, the
cxistendand reality of the living Goo. Further, | had
proved conclusively the veracity and divine inspiration of

\the Hol§ Bible as God's Word and message to mankind.

| had been forced to gtvl up nearly all Christian

Aeachings | had absorbed from attendance at Sunday

~$chool and church from infancy until age 18, when 1 lost
interest in religion-Much more, at age 34 my whole life
had been ch.mgcd by this intensive study. My life from

_ that poml was given“over to Jesus Christ, “If He could:
use it”, fpr | had learncd that He had bought-and paid
for it wuh His life's blgod. He has used it in changing
thousands af lives. [ had become excitedly intrigued by
the new TRUTHS | was finding revealed in the Bible.

© I'was experiended in Jriting both advertising copy and
magazine articles. Early in 1927 I began writing in
article form some of these truths | was discovering in the

Bible. It was only natural that God led me then to

° i

confer with government leaders, and to speak here as the -

.

“TRUTH, it could not be sold. God's ‘Word says,
. truth, and sell it not."

7

" conceive of publishing a new magazine making PLAIN
these marvelous TRUTHS revealed in the Bible. | wanted |

to get_across to a biblically illiterate public an
UNDERSTANDING of God's Word!
I+felt then—and 1 know now——that God was lcading

*.afe in this. My readmg audience would be the general

public—not those Who considered themselves Bible
students.

But how would 1 publish it? 1 had no money—in fact .

my family was actually going hungry—my advertising
incorhe had been cut to $75 per month from one client *
only. And how would | gain subscribers? One (hlng 1
settled ther and there. Since it would, carry G

Buy the
Yet it must never be given except
on request. .

Undaunted by apparent impossibilities, | nevertheless
took the first step. | employed a profcssnonal letter aruslf
to dcsngn a front’ cover, with the name “The Plain
Truth,” and under it, “a magazine of understanding.”
That was as far as 1 could go. | had 10 trust God o open

. the way to carry it on from there.

I am reminded of the experience of the \hlldrdn of
racl migrating out of Egyptian slavery, under Moses.
They got as far as the Red Sea, and there they were
blocked. Before them was the sea, bt no bridge and pe
boats. Behind them Pharaoh’s army was advancing to
drive them back. They had to rely on Gnn o provide 4
way of crossing. And God did!

And so God provided the way 10 start the new
_magazine, The Plain Truth  but He made me wait
‘seven years before He dd! :

But'l knew \hcn\ as 1 do today. that the readms
general public is ot much interested in the things of -
God. Perhaps’mos familics have a Bible somewhere in
the home, since the Bible is the worlds No. 1 schet. But
the chances were good that it would be covered with
dust. The job of my crnvisioned new magazine would be

- to induce them to blow the dust oﬂ" their Blblcs md

read them!"
Most of my ycars in' maga-

(('onunucd on pagc J&jj
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Here is Mr. Armstrong’s personal report of the first official visit by a ch Ieader,

Sfrom the world of Chrzstzamty to the cap:tal of Commun { China.

’ 3 . ~
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N thirty-five minutes I shall leave the government’s guést **State House” to address
ambassadors, their wives and other government representatives from as many different nations apd a
‘number of ‘ofticials from the Pu)plc s Republic of China; at the Petple’s Great Hall. Last night T

addressed some 400 people at a bafrquet

at the Peking [Beijing] Duck Rest:

Present were many leading goverdnment
-ofticials with their wives, and a nunjber of
cducators from various univerbities.

Spcaking to leaders here is speaking to

Lu.l mghl was cnthusldsmdlly received.

15 now 9:30 p.m. and I am back in

apartment in the government's guiést
State House, where Mrs. Armstrong and

HEﬂBERT w. ANMSYRONG disCysSes worilts future with Tan Zhsn hn ;
vice charman ol Smnama Canmxuu« ot National Ppopie s Congress I arc staying. In fact, all our party.

our aircraft crew, tglevision and, ‘iumm men, are also being housed here. Dinners and banquets
* begin promptly at 6 p.m. here, so we are back carly There 1s virtually no aightlife here. Almost no
traffic on our drive back to our “home™ in Peking [Beiyying). The People’s Great Hall, where
a)|1|&hts banquet was held, is a magnificent, large and stately building Halls and rooms are

" extremely large by 'U.S, standards. In fact cvcr)lhmg I've seen here so

far gives the i lmpn.mon of bigness and smcmusncs\ Main boulevards
“are not only wide, but all buildings are set” back, 1 would cstimate,
abput 73 feet, with service streets between the main boulw.ud andrthe
hulldmgs The, -
banquet to-
mght was held
n 4 1o.om,
othout? thehsize N8
of an Amencan football teld, Mlh«\cry
mgh ceillings and massive  chandeliery’
There were-ambassadors” from 76 dif-
ferent nations there tonight Tt was
the usual 10-course dinner (1'm
told they served ién 8course dmncr
for President Richard Ninon) |

“This was the third dinner for me,

and. all were 10 gourses. 1 was
introdiiced tonight by Mr.-Tokuo

.

- by Herbert w. Armstrong .

—— includifig Mr. and MTs. Sldnlt}/ Rader.,

e Gum ny —€ig s Pogm







- Ido try to explain tha\\l aman ambassador forworfd peace—that Ttalk with many heads of -
governmems~that they all have greater prob[ems to face than any mar can solve

nner, cny A Iam:ly previous page, tours the once ' !orbldde “inner city -

Yamashi(a. a ranking membet of the
Japanese Diet. They heard the Goon
NEws of the coming KINGDOM OF
Gobw-though in this solidly atheist

communist country, | dcscangi

what's coming. in our time, but not in
Biblc language

The National lelll!

Wednesday, riear noon, December'S:
This morning we left the State House
at 9 am. and visiied -the nationil
library. This was a most jnteresting

- visit. The hbur} now 1 housed In

one of the ‘older buildings. They are
rapicly. bullding up the volumes -of
books -tv a. standard that will be a
credit 40 the most mpulous nation on
carth’

We were ‘shown and .allowéd 10
cxaming some of 4He most ancient
volumes, one an ancient scroll, u long
roll, all done by h.md -lbl}].l\ the 4th
century, A 0, othérs’up 1o 400 yearg
ago | was p{cunlcd a beautiful book
in color showing many photographs

" of China'as 1t mo‘,ny

Fromy tl\c\mmrywe were-driven in
“the limousine placed at.our ylspoul

to the “Forbidden Ciy." & walled .

smaller ity within the city, which
was the*residence of former elpe-

rors. There are many buildings,

.

Peking, h'\xphazardly‘ a bit at a time.

1 is sombwhal =disconnected, "but

- since it was\ written, on the spot Mhllc,

4 THADITIONAL ART and srchr!octuro blend wrrh the modam m Pakmg ] (Boumg 's)
N

courts and gardens within this “inner

city,” all in the ancient Chinese
architectiire, with much.stonc carv-
ing. !

On our arrival at the :urporl last

-

Sunday, late afternoon, limoustnes -

had driven up to our aircraft, and we
were driven to the cit§ and to our
. Yudrters in 4he State House.
Immediately 1 noticed swarms of
- people everywhere .on fdot. After
three days in Peking |Beyjing], it has
seemed that mullions of people swarm
the streets. walking, with muspl:
thousands of people on bicycles_Very.
little automobile lmlhu\fnul we were
ncanng the ity center.™Nand then
automobile traflic becanmse ‘more like
the Unuted States. mmglcd with
“ sqwarms of Iicyeles, and sull ‘crowds
afoor on the sidgwalks.
© The more modern bulldmgs n
“Peking are ¥yrge and spacious  One
experiences the sense of BIGNESs and

SPACIOUSNESS here Of course Poking

i a oy -of around seven milion
popul.mon about the size of, New
" York of*|.ondon in populauon. but
utterly different in atmesphere This

©was distinctly CHiNa! .
AII the above way wmlcn winle m .

SN

there, 1 will \cavc it

- We are poy in Tokyo. There will
be a. large banquet here Saturday
night, with mcmbcrs of the Japanese
Diet and wives,\ ambassadors and
wives from oth# nations, and mem-
bers of the Chmcse l-mbasay pres-
ent.

I will try now to N:conﬂrucl the
report of our visit to China in orderly
sequence. Bug let me \first say, it
probubly/was\hc MOST-TMPORTANT

. and most suc.ussful mp I: Jhave ever
taken | \

China Visit Begins. N\

We arrived in Tokyo, after a lw\j-day'.
rest stop at Honolulu, Hawair;
Friday evéning, Navember 30. \)n'
Sunday, December 2, we flew 1o
Peking [Beijing]. Oa arrival there, ay
stated above, government linfousines
drove to our aircraft We were not
required to go through the usual

“immigration and customs in the ter-

minal. Oyr passpotts were taken -as
we entered the hmousines and re-

turned to.us as we. boirtded fou'r days a0

later..

‘We were driven to the govern. -
ment’s. guest Staie House. That eve-. -
ninguthere wat g “smalfdinaer hosted | -
by the presideni and vice:president uf-

the Pgking[Beiping] Uinivetdity in iy
“honor  and 4 10-coprse dipner

was my first: experiente n-Chinese
dinners "1 dte enough- fog an vntire
dinncr on the first course - ot real;
izlhg mnd other ‘colirves were-to. fol-

low. There were many toasts given o >
-me, Yo Mr Rader. to oug wivés and-to -

others | was allowed 1o drink lhc. L
toasts with water instead of wine.
Monday night, December 3. was
the largest dinner, with approx--
mately 400 présent.. These included
government and . university officigly’
and their wives, primurily. The

‘speakiig was led off by-jhe ambas-|

sador from Libenia, who \yas sealted
!o. my feft. Thm Mr.

e e e

.
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i , ' GREEK PATRIARCH WELCOMES ROMAN PONTIFF
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', CHURCH UNITY DRI

The pape has moved bold?y to heal the 925-year-old rift with the Orthoa'ox community. Joint -
commissions between Rome and major Protestant bodies are producmg breakthroughs. 0vert'ugs/ - !

VE .
" GATHERS STEAM &

4 . vl
N - S - have been extended to non- Chrlsnans Where is the ecumenical movement/h?adeﬁ
T , - o . by Gene H. Hogberg i e . ' i
. " K3 o '1 oot . 4 . . . * ‘ I{‘-
- . HSENT THIS TIME were the  faithful.. but to Turkey--a nation  he is determined to do all he can to- ¥
Y * N 9 i 9 p H H y . w
-~ Aumulluuusoulpgunngs ofad-  whose population is more than 98  end what he calls the mtolerable_ , CE
: A ulation in evidence on his  percent Mos'em. The pope calted his  scandal” of thedivisions, of the Chris- N |
4 : carlter. visits to Mexico, Poland and  three-day visit there in Iate\Nomm- -tian- pro_fessn,n(:vorld. ™~
N .. the'United States. Extreme security  ber and his religic is “summit!’ with - . £ ‘ ) )
: measures virtuglly hid him from pub- - “Greck Orthodox Patriarck Dethe, _The First Major Step . » F
Do e view, trias | “my first ccuxgemcal visit”  Turkey was chosen as the first major .,
But.by his own admission, this was  and a “*journcyof a brother,” " ~, step along the long toad to reunifica- -
e Pope John Paul 11's most |mp0rtanl " Of all his travels, this ;r.u‘tlcular. - tion for one special rcason.
trip to date. * visil had ‘the most clearly defined John Paul Il has made¢ reunion
It took him_ not to a Iand of thc purpose. On it the pope showed that wuh the 15 mdepcn“nt branches of
February 1980 ‘ ,ﬂ Wt . 5 ‘ -
f 1 \
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Orthodoxy ‘the top pnor,ty in his
juest for urity.
Although fewer than lOO 000 Or-

thodox Christians are left in Tur-

kéy, Ecamenical Patriarch Deme-
" trios I . tegarded ds “first -among
equals™ in the Orthodox hierarchy.

His is the ancicnt see of Constanti--.

noplé (modern Ista, but), once the
capital of Byzantine Christianity
and regarded then by Easterners as
_equal to the see of Rgme. Once

-Rome’s reunion with the Orthodox -

communities is *perceived as being
“within redch, the unity movement

already under way with major Prot- .-

estant bodies will necessar ily gather
momentum.

The wltimate goal? Not;unity for
unity’s sake, but formatjon of a
united “spiritual front™ to present to
a world rapidly falling” apart.

Dawn of “‘New Mlllqnnlum

Thc pope’s trip to Turkey \Jas well-
timed. The final day of the; visit—
November 30—was the Feast of St.
Andrew. The Orthodox faithful éSpe-
cnally venerate Andrew, brother of
Peter, who, it is said, brought Chris-
“'tianity -to the lands surrounding the
3lack Sea. “It is the I'eas( of St.
AAndrew Turkey's patron,” the pope
said at the beginning of the journey.
“I must go for.ecumenical reasons. |
am in the har\ds of God.”
-For the fifst time since the schism

in” the 11th _centiiry. -a . pope * was -

presént af, ar Orthodox eucharistic
celebration: Jemetrios 1 also was
present at'a papal mass. .
. In néither -sérvice was there a
. sharing of the.bread and wine But
full commurion might not be too
long in coming. The pope and the
patnarch annoumcﬁ\formatnon of a
: jomt commission to study the re-
" maiping outstandmg dlffercnccs be-
. tween the two bodies.

Thus the two leaders went consid: .

crably beyond the firse effort at
" reconciliation, begun' 15 years ago in
Jerusalem, with the symbolic em-
: brace of Pope Paul VI and Patriarch
" Athenagoras. At that time the two
. leadcrs lifted the mutual excommy-
" nication orders imposed in 1054 by
. P0pe Leo IX and Patriarch. Mlchacl

. Erularius’of- Constantinople.
The pope said he hoped tha®recon-
ciliation hetween the- Christidn

. world’s two oldest fomel sould come

During, the homily ¢sernmon) of his
mass in Istanoul the pope said: “Dur-
ing the second millc nnium [of Chris-
“tianity]. our churches were rigid - in
their separation. Now the third mil-
lehnium of Christianity is at. the
gates. May the dawn of this millen-
Jjium rise ona church which has full
. umty again.”

“It seems to me,” John Paul told
Demetrios, *“that the question facing
us now is not whether we can reestab-
lish full communion but whether we
still have thc right to remain sepa-
rated "

* Doctrinal * differepces between

. Rome and the Orthodox-community
remain, but none thought insur-
mountable. ThHe main drawbacks?
“Pride "and stinacy." admits an
Orthodo® : bishop*in Istanbu!, who
adds: “Wr. were one and'in our creed
and worship we\h ve always been

. Now, the un%h;m come to be
one agam

Undoubiedly the pnncnpal obsta-
cle continues to- be the role of the
pope himself. The Orthodox church-
es have indicated a willingness to
recognize the pope as-“first among
equals™ in the hierarchy of Chris-

tiap lcadcrshlp However, they" re-.

ject the notion of papal infallibility
introducéd in 1870, nearly eigh

- centuries after the Roman-Orthonx :

schism..
The Vatican hopes that such indi-
dents as the recent convenmg of the
. church's cardinals from afound the
world show that the current pope is
more app.oachable, more willing to
“share” au(horily . ot

Unlty \m‘h Anqllcam. Othou Sought

4Ghn -Paul 11 clearly indicated that °

the wnity drive, which took him first
to Istanbul, will not stop there. His

visicn_of a united spiritual front is

much broader than that.

- Pope. John Paul wants the snaii- °

paced process. of Christian church

unity—or as he calls it, the “great-
movement of. all Christians”— -

speeded up. He referred on one gcca-
sion in lstanbul to his “impatience
for unity.’ Shortly before his trip he
+told crowds in the square before St.
Peter’s Basilica: “This visit is impor-
tant. It will show concretely the
deiision of the pope, already often
affirmed, to carry ahead the efforts

.

- -about by‘the end of the ‘century. -~ towards the unily of all Chris-

tians.” - - .

En rtoute-from Rome to Ankara,
Turkey, where he began his visit, her
told reporters aboard his plane that
this was .only his first ecumenical
trip, adding that he was “ready to go ~
now” ‘o meet the leaders of the:
Afiglican Church in London. Fo his
part, thie newly elected archbishop of
Canterbury, Robert Runcie, has also
expressed desire to meet Pope Jofin
Paul II as spop as possible.

Theologicalpsludies by a joint com-
mission of Roman Catholics and
Angllcans (similar to that agreed .
upon in Turkey) have proven to be ~
surprisingly fruitful® The final report
of the Anglican-Roian’ Catholic
International Commission is due for
completion in 1981. ,

Dialogue With Lutherans

In“the joint commurtiqué issued at -~

the &nd of his Turkish sojourn, both
pope and patriarch outlined their real *
-aims and purposes: “This theologncal
dialogue the communiqué, read,

*“has as its objective not only to move
Joward reestablishment of full com-
munion between the sister Catholic
and Orthodox churches but also to
comrnbme to ‘nultiple di s de-

, veloping in the Chrlstl n world in

search of its unity.”

The other major dlalogue 1ha( has
gone far tc date is that between
‘Lmherﬁf( and Roman Catholics—
‘especqailly b®ween the two ncs in.

“the United States.

As long ago as 1974 Cathohc and
Lutheran theologians in America

agreed that “papal primacy aieed not -

be a barrier to recBnciliation™ be-
tween 'the two churches. The: theolu
gians said Luthcran officials shouud
ask theselves “if they are ablé to
+

acknowledge not only the legitimacy™
of the papal possibility [bui] dcstra-
bility of the papal. mmlstry' renev&i
undef the gospel . . . in a larger com- .
munion which would include ‘the
.Luthéran churches.”

Th¢ role 'of the pope has separated
the two churches for nearly 500 years -
since ithe reformers, despairing of
changes in the office, went so far as
to brapd the papacy “antichrist.”

Tmﬂc heals old wounds,. however.
In their joint 1974 statement, the
theolotlans said a “'special responsi-

N (Commued on page 44)
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uilty of Murder?.

-

Newsstands and baokstalls are full

murder is big business. Books, short stories and articles

are filled with bloody accounts. The: Bo,;to strangler, In Cold Blood by Truman Capoté, the Manson
murders—the public just can’t read enough about murder. Homicide prowdes a strange fascination -
for man—so fong as it is someone else who is doing the- murdering, or someone else who is being
murdered So'many wallow vicariously in the crime of murder. But few-réalize that they are

0

.actually, in a very real sense; guilty of it themselves! Here is how.

P S, . " ‘
coutd never kill anyone,” you

say. Bui you already have!

Chances are you stand (or sit) -

guilty of the crime: of homicide

even as you read this arficle!

No, I don’t mean murder in

the sense of merely hating
someone. Yes, hatred is indeed a
murderous attitude (I John 3:15).

‘|, But that’s not what I'm talking about

here.

You and | are every bit as gmlly of
murdér as if we had plunged a knife
into someone’s back or shot another
human being through the head with a

.38 magnum.

And just who is your victim—my
victim—you -ask?

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the
vncumc R

.

We Killed Christ .

“But Christ was killed centuries ago
by a mob of Roman soldiers,” you
say. “How could l be guilty of
that?” ~
That's probably what the people
 listening to a sermon délivered by the
apdstle Peter thought back then, too.

But notice what Peter said to this -
oo ~ ¢

[l

by Brian Knowies

mixed multitude of visitors to Jerusa-
lem: “Men of lIsrael; listen to these
words: Jesus the. Nazarene, a man
attested to you by God with miracles

‘and wonders and signs. whicl, God

performed through. Him in your
midst, just as you yourselvés know—
this Man, delivered up by the prede-
termined plan and foreknowledge of

L God, YOuU nailed to a cross by the

hands of godless men and put him to
death” (Acts 2:22-23, New Amen—
can Standard Bible).

Here were lIsraelites visiting Jeru-
salem from all over the Rom
Empire (verses 9-11), and Peter was'
accusing them of the murder of Jesus
Christ!

How could he get away with such
a preposterous charge? It wasn't just |
a slip of the tongue, either. He said it
again in verse 36: “Therefore let. all
the house:of Iscaet know-for certain
that God has made Him both Lord
and Christ—this Jesus whom you
crucified.”

Later,.an another occasmn. Peter }
and John: were taking part in the

[ﬂrmal prayers of the Temple about
three in the afternoon. They encoun\

tereda lame¢ man who was carried

each day to the Temple to beg for

. alms (Acts 3:1-2). The man asked
the two apostles for a contribution .

but they had ngné to give. Instead, in

the name of Jesus Christ they eom- -

manded the cnpple to get up and
walk (verses 3-6).

The man was so elated by his good )

fortune sthat he bégan . leaping and
<jumping and praising God (verse 8).

. Naturally, this attractcd a lot of

attention. - - .

The peopleat the temple gd!hered\
awestruck, around the twe apostles.’
Peter immediately  sensed ‘that’ the

people were- gttributing thé man's. :

healing to them instead of God. He
spoke out strongly and said: “The
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
the God of .aur fathers, has glorified
His Servant Jesus, the one whom jou

delivered. up, and disowned in the-

présence of Pilate, whem he héd
dectﬂed to Telease Him™. (verse 13). |

- Peter was not blaming his gcnera-
tion people alone, but i/ of mankind -
(Acts 2:8-11). He- was saying - that

- the whole human race standg guilty

of the death of the Son of God How
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s lhis possible? Did everyone know- |

ingly participate in the death of Jesus
Christ? Not at all. “And now, breth-

-, ren, I know that vou acted in igno-

rance, just as your rulers did also”
(Acts 3:17,
Yet hoa can we, in this. modern
twentieth century, so far removed in
" space and intime from the crucifix-
ion event, be responsible for the
murdgr of Jesus Christ?

As in Adam . ,

The story of Adam sheds light on
that most important question. Adam

/Was the first man created. He was the
prototype of the entire_ human race.
As Adam went so would go mankind.
Adam was the pdceSe(ter for all who
would follow.

When God initially created Adam
and his wife Eve, He gave thém
certain very' explicit instructions:
“Then the Lord God took the man

and put him into the Garden of Eden -
to cultivate it and keep it. And the

Lord God commanded the man say-
ing, ‘F rom any tree of the garden you
may catfrecly: but from the tree of
the knowledge of good and cvil you
shall not cat, for in the day that you

. eal fromv it youy_ shall sugely die’

" {Genesis 2:15- Ib)
. The command wa\_slmplc and the
_penalty for violating it was -clear.
Adami would qualify for the death
penalty if he womgd the divine
edict, !
Nurly'&cv’tfyonc is familiar with
~the story of the serpent who
tempted bEve. The account is found
in}Genesis 3. The serpent, actually
ng (Revelation 12:9) using a ser-
pengine creature as a medium, beg-
uiled Eve into cating of the forbid-
den fruit. (Incidentally, the .Bible
does not say- i\ was-an apple!)
Immediately they' found themselves
with a sc(m of gnawing guilt. The
newly c,rw(ed/ouplu hid from the
presence: of God in_the foliage of
© the garden (Gengsis™3;7-8). -

God next demanded’ i uccounl-"
ing by the three guilty patics, First !

He asked Adam (verse 9), “Where
are you?" Not that Gtd didn't
“already know It was a fonn.ll I".w
“ing of lhu music.- Adam was bemg
. called 10 account first, of all because

e was the primary réspansible par-

mandment directly to Adam. 1t was

. his duty to see that both he-and the

woman kept it.. Adam‘*failed to do
his dgty.

God next addressed the woman

(verse 13). She passed the buck (or

peso, or ruble, or pound, or franc) to

serpent (verses 14-15). Each- was
found 1o be guilty. Each was cursed
in some way

Cut Off trom God

After the’ formalmes of judgment
were completed, God expelled Adam
and Eve from His presence: “There-
fore the Lord God sent him out from

ground from which he was laken So
He drove the man out...” (verses
23;24).

account than meets the eye. It is no
mere childish fable. This entire
account is a definitive statement of
,man’s spiritual state before his Cre-
*ator. Adam had' been in communion
with God in the garden.' He had
existed in a state of innocence with
God in close ﬁ.llowshlp—'lhcy had
walked together in the lush beauty of
the garden of Eden (verse 8);

" Then sin entered, and with it
death. Adam was now cut off from

cqually guilty wife were expelled
from the garden and thus from fel-
lowship wuh God “The idyllic réla-
tionship of Eden was ended by sin.
Now man was on his_own, cut off
“from his Crealor;- existing in  state
of guilt and waiting for the uitimate
penalty of eternal death Adam was
spintually “iost =t
Adam was the typical man.

" Adam the Protoiyde

Adam was the father of all hving --
both physically and morally He set
the pace i the, matiet of sin. The
apostle Paul, writing nnllenmiu later,
said of Adam: = Fhepefore. st as
thrdugh oue man sin cntered o the

death <pread s all men, becayse all
stgued” (Romans 3:12).

All have sined! Therefore all ase
uulll) of the death of Jesus Christ

-

ty. God had given the originél com-

the serpent. God then confgonted the

the garden of Eden, tq cultivate the.

There is much more to this .

[~ God by his disobedience. He and his |

“ world, and dcath through sin, and.so*

7

who ;_,_m, up His Mc 1o pay fur un

*of Jesus Christ: Your sin
‘onc ‘else -had ever sin

A3

Eagh of us has followed the example

. of Adam. “For all have sinned and

fall short of the glory of God” (Ro-
mans 3: 23).

John wrote: “If we saf} é‘@e'

.have no sin, we are deceiving ‘our-

selves, and the truthisnotinus . .. If -
we say that we have not smncd we

make Him a liar, and His word is not _

in us” (L John 1:8, 10). . ¢
The Word of God, the Bible, con-.
victs all mankind of sin. If %ou
believe the Bible, then you have to
believe that statement. Anyone who
denies his own guilt before God is

' calling God Himself a liar, for it is

He who accuses ‘us of sin. Even’the
ancient writer of Ecclesiastes said:
“Indeed. there is not a righteous.man_
on carth who coounuully docs good
and who never sins” (Ecclcsnasu.s
7:20).

Everyone does good from time 10

time, bul na one is consistently good
all of the time: (Be sure (o write for
our free reprint article “*Human
Nature—Did God Create 117"y Each
onc of us fails 1o live up to the dvine
standard of nightecousness at some
point. Those who say they are not
guilty of, moral ahd spirital failure
are themselves guilty of self-righ-
teousness which is, in wself, a sin!
Once you realize that you are a
sinner, then you must also accept the
fact that you are guilty of the blood
even if no
~would
have pecessitated the death ol Jesus
Christ. You are convicted of murder
by the Word of God' - "
Why so? ™ : Without shedding of
blood there- s 0, foggiveneas™ (He-
brews 9 22) - e
Remember, Gad had told. Adam
that n the day he violated the
divine command hc Wwiis as good as
dead. To sy is 1o 1ncur upak gucsell
the-ponalty of death - ciernul death
And every human” being ' who has
ever drawn breath has sinncd
Therefore all of mankind, in Adam,
is hopelenly lost. We are-ail on,
“death mw. spirstualby spcakms

‘&"rm .n i, Adam sl die (1

15.22) Ilm b tewe
Physicaily and spictealiy As
wA Adam, we are #ll mortal, phys.
[d' beings: Our budiea were de-
gned m tin down and ternatc.
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4. riches both of the
" knowledge of God? Flow unscarch-

“(lsaial %92y

Itis appointcd to men to die

once . (Hebrews 9:27)

But man, in Adam, is also slated to
die a second time-—spiritually. This
“second death” is final. From it there.

".is no resurrection. It is eternal death
" in a lake of fire (Revelation 20:14).

Yet God did not create ‘man for
cternal destruction. Man wag greated -
in the very image of his Creator
(Genesis 1:27) for a great purpose.
Man has a destiny so dazzling, so
transcendent that it is impossible for
man to comprehend it now. Thus we
read “But, as it is written, *“What no
cye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the
heart of ':Lan concetved, what God
has prepared- for those who love
him' " (I Coginthians 2:9, RSV). .
Mankind by nyture cannot compre-
hend.what God intends to do with

man, but we could know on¢ thing: -
God. did pot create us to bc de-
sll‘o)td' )

“For God has shut up all in
disobedicnce that He might show
mercy 1o all. Oh, the depth of the
and

able are Mis judgments and un-
fathomable His ways!™ (Romans
11:32:33 ) God ntends that man
should be saved :-saved from eter-

mal death and saved-for a brilliant,

unfathoigusble destiny’ R
How Man s Saved

“Man iy separated from God by his
own sins. Giod says through Isiiah:

“But your imquities haye made a
sepatation betuweer you and yourd
God. and your sins have id His face
feomy yuu, so that He does not hear™
A great: gulf -custs
between the. matural wan and s
Creator Abenatum has occurred

Man s at adds with b Maker
theough s “Because the nund set

oo fhe e i hovtsle toward God, for

1 dues pal subpect wtsell to the lgw uf
God, fon o ss gt even able 10 do'so™
(Romans § 7) )

Yet apast from God man ¢ang..

Shase ctermal life He must uitimately

piy that final pemalsy for sin’- -
ctersial death, for Cike wages of sin iy
death” (Ramans 6.23). Man, cut off
frons Gand, 1o utierly, and finaliy, lost.
In Adam. tan is terminal.

Ilul God, m Christ, has provided a

—
way out. Through Christ man can be

L. saved. Man does not have to pay that

_ultimate penalty because Christ kas
"paid it for him! Christ is cailed in the
""Bible Ahe “Lamb of Ged™ (Johp
1:29, 36). He became a “‘guilt offer-
_ing" for us (Isaigh 53:10). Because of
¢ your sins and mine, He “poured-out
Himself to death, and was nimbered

- with the transgressors; yet He him-

self bore the sin of many, and inter-
<eded. for the transgressors” (Isaiah
53:12)..

Christ, as the sacrificial Lamb of
God, took upon Himself6ur guilt and:
paid the penalty of death in' our

- stead. It had to be done, and only His
', life was worth_more than thé%um of -
- all of human lifc past, present an

future. Only He could have per-
. formed this’ incredible sacnﬁcnal
act.

. When Jesus Christ of Naza- .
reth—the very Son of God,

Savior, the Messiah, the Lamb of

God—hung on that wooden death
biceding and hurting

‘instrument,
from His many wounds, He did 5o
because you and [ have sinned.
Jesus Christ performed - thait most
noble and lovigg act, once in time
and-in space, for all of mankind. It
was the greatest act of love in
history.. the noblest sacrifice

When Jesus was spat upon,-beaten
about .the head and body with a
vicious scourge. beaten with rods,
cursed, ridicdled. mocked and
laughed at, it was because you and |
imitated our ancestor Adam and
sinned.

When the humble carpenter of

~ Nazareth expericnced the searing

pam of rough-hewn nails buming
through the flesh of His hands and
feet, aflining Him to that hdeous
nstrument of death, the crucifix, it
‘was because you and. | put- Hm
thete  Your sins crucifiéd: Jesus
Minc did.

As the Roman soldiers gambled
- Aor possession of Christ’s garments,

and the fhes buzzed around His

tortured body. fccdmg on His many
“wounds as He hung above the.carth,
Hs thoughts were aot of Himself but
i you and mey” . . Jesus was say-
ing. “Futher forgive |I|cm. for they. do
not koow what they are doing' "
(Luke ZJ ).

the -

We- did it unknowingly. We are,

however, no less guilty. We: killed

Christ.-Each of us. We are all respon-

_sible for His death. We each made it -

“necessary. _
© We are all guilly of murder,

. -

- Guilt Removed

, .

But even that guilt can be removed in -

"Christ! . All. who come ta Christ in
faith can be forgiven: God did not
intend for man to be lost in the final
-amalysis: “For the Son of Man has

come 1o seek-and to save that which
was lost” (Luke 19:10). Paul himself

said to the young evangelist Timothy:
" *“It is a trustworthy statement, de-
"scrving full acceptance, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to save
smners. among whom | am foreniost
of all” (I Timothy-1:15).

That maghificent sacrificial act -

performed by Jesus Christ is su?
cient tp -crase all of the collectiVe
human guilt of the centuries: -

Even the accusations of that old
. serpent who tempted mother Eye in
thie garden of Eden ase rendered null
-and void by the sacrificial blood of
Christ (Revelation 12:10-11). .

As in"Adam all of us die, *so also
in Chgist all shall be' made alive”

_ (I Corinthians 15:22). What a won:
" derful assurance! What a magnifi-

cent gift from God!
-In Adam we are all sinners, gull
ty of the murder of our Savior. But

in OUI’ Savior—in Chnsl—we are -

rendered guiltless. Through Him we
can be reconciled to God. We can
once again coter into a relationship
with God in which we are free from
guilt. “There is now no condemna-
tion t'or those who are in Christ
)n (Ron ans §:1). In Christ, and
His “sycrifice, our guilt 15 re-

movcd
. God has exercised mercy in order
to fulfill His purpose in creating
mankind. Thtuugh Christ every hu-
man being who i willing to make a
move in the direction of God - may be
-reconciled to his Creator. Yet “no
man. can come to me, ‘except the
Father draw him ..." (John 6:44).
We can hardly therefore escape the
conclusion that if individuals arc
exposed to the knowledge of the
truth, and i they are convicted by
{Continued on page 34}
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For millernia, the Chinese
have been influenced by a wide

range of traditions and philos-
ophies. Now, a new era may be .’

dawning in the history of reli- -
’ i in'China. '

by Keith W. Stump

journey back over a dozen
centuries before the time of Jesus.
The place is ancient China dur-
ing the Shang dynasty (1765-1121
B.C.). ‘
The latter half of the Shang
9ymsly corfesponds to the period of

2

CHINA'S RELIGIOUS HERITAGE is
reflected in the following scenes:
Clqtkwise from top left: Chinese Mo's-
lems pray facing Mecca. The Hall of
Supreme Harmony in Peking's Forbid-
den City, a1 example of traditional
Chinese temple architecture; a pdrtrait
of Siddhartha Gauta the Buddha;
the Hall of Prayer Io%;ood ‘Harvests,

“central building of the. 15th-¢century

Temple of Heavan in Peking; Chinese
Buddhist priest sounds call to prayer
on ancient wooden trumpel, the sage
Confucius, the most honored of Chi-
nese philosophers; a Chinese Catholic
recites prayers with aid of rosary;

‘ Chinese painting depicting the philos-

opher Lao-tzu, founder of Taoism,

- holding the child Contucius.

TN
- Clockwise from top left Ly Heung Shing — Contact. Georje

Holton—Photo Researchers, Culver Pictures, Geoige Hol-+

ton—Photo Researchers, Wide Worid, Culvey Pictures, Liv
Heung Shing—Contact, Culver Pictures
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part of the religion of the Chinese
royal house certainly as early as the
14th century 8.c. Chinese kings of
that period took for. granted that
“their- departed royal ancgstors lived
in heaven with Shang Ta the “Su-

preme Ruler of Heaven.” Thc kings
believed that if.their earthly :}\

duct pleased their heavenly ances-
tors, those ancestors would pcrsuad&
Shang Ti to'send down blcssmgs on
China; if displeased, cursings. .

This ancestral cult was gradually,
adopted by the aristocratic class and
later by the Chinese masses ip gen-
eral. By .praying to their departed
forebears in the -spirit world, so the

* Chinese believed, they would: reap

benefits here on earth.

Other elements of eafly Chinese
religion included a belief in animal
and nature spirits, local gods who
watch over. towns and villages, the
idea of fate or destiny,-and elab-

orate rituals (including, at one tlme :
human sacrifice).

Contuciagism b

It “was ‘hot, however, unul the 6th

- ceniury before Christ that Chinese
religion and philosophy really began .

to flourish. The setting was the declin- -
ing years-of the Chou dynasty (1 | 21-
256-8:¢:.), a period of national unrést

-} “during which warring Chinese sLate/s

were maneuveringfor power. -
The first important personality to
emerge in China during that period
was Confucius (55479 8.c), ,
near contemporary -of the blbllcal
prophet Daniel. His Chinese name
was ‘Kung Fu-tse. He evolved a
system of social -ethics and values
which has been'followed by, the Chi-
nese for well over two millennia.
Confucius' later disciples, includ-
ing the famed sage Mencius (Meng-

tse), gathered together a Collection

of his”sayings—called, .in English,
The Con_/’unan'Ahale“’ 5—and pop-
.ularized his tcy gs. Thaugh slow
to find favor atfirst, Con /Cuclamsm
formed the dominant philesophy in
‘China by the 2nd century B.C.—
eventually becoming the state reli-
gion. Centuries later, Confucius was
even deified and venerated as a god

the Judges in ancient Israel. Ances-
-tor worship was already.a central

by some of his followers.. ' -

2

Confuciapism is often considered
more an ethical phllosophy or sys-
tem than d_ religion in the strict
. sense. Confucms however, did be-
lieve in heaven, and encouraged the
ancient Chipgse custom of ancestor
worship as a-part of proper respect
for “elders. Confucius also believed ,
in the continued  existence of e’
soul, hut had’ only a vague idea of
. what life after death was like.

* Inthemain, Confucnpmsm is more’
concerned with how to conduct one-
self in this world tAan in contemplat-
ing “the beyond.” It stresses family
loyalty, personal virtue and respect
for others. The Cénfucian *Silver
Rule™ admonishes: “What youdo not-
_ want others to do to you, do not'do
unto them.” Confucius believed that

evil is edsentially unnalural ans that

: e( IS
Ancestor worship was a
central part of the
religion of the Chinese
“royal house certainly as
early as the 14th.
century B.C.

b b

with the words of the biblical prophet
Jeremiah (who lived a generation
earlier than Confucius) i in Jeremiah
-17:9.

Taoism

.

About the same time that Confucius -
was instructing his disciples, a rival
school, called Taoism, whs founded
by the philosopher Lao-tzu, said to
.have been some-50 years older than
€onfucius. Taoism has been the
.chief rival to Confucianism in
influencing Chinese phllosophy and
culture. .

Whether Lao-tzu was really an
historical person is an unsolved
question among modern critics.
Lao-tzu. is credited with authoring
the Tao Te Chmg, the basic work-on
which Taoism is founded.

. emphasizes the occulty maglc. divi-

human nature is good. Compare-this

-

Unlike Confuctamsm, Taoism |

nation and mystical experience.
Taoism became popular- among thc
more uneducated Chinese.;

Taoism teaches that man’ must
conform to the Tao (Way)—a diffi-,
cult-to-defirte term rcfcrrmg to a
cosmic energy or force of nature, As
.a way of life it involves.a quiet,
" unresisting acceptance of the course
of nature. Taoism also teaches an
immortal soul, and like Confutian-
ism presents only an obscure picture
of the afterlife.

Taoism later began to stress alche-
my and the search for thc “elixir of
immortality.” Taoist bely F has fre--
quently been associated ecret
societies. A Taoist" thcocracy was
. established in the second cent
and endured until abolish
Chinese government in 1927

It is recorded, incidentally, that
Confucius ang Lag-tzu met in 517
B.C., but neither could understand

the other’s position, so divergent ,

were their views. As with
cius, Lao-tzu was later deifi

worshiped.
Buddhism

Confucianism and Taoism \were
native Chinese’ r&:hglons The third
great tradition in Chuw, ‘how vcr.
was of foreign origin.
_ Missionaries from India and Gen-
tral Asia brought Buddhism to Chi-

na in the Ist. century &.p., during”

the rule of the powerful Han dynas-
ty (202 B c.-A.D. 220). It did not, .
however, really begin to make ‘head:;
way in China until the 4th ccmury
Thereafter Buddhist teachmgs wére
rapidly assimilated intq ., Chinese
philosophy and culture. -
Buddhism had begun in India as
-a reform movement within Hin-
duism. It was developed In the latter
‘half of the 6th century B.C. near
Bénares in northern India by Sid-
dhartha Gautama, the Buddha or
“Enlightened One,” who had- re-
putedly achieved his *‘enlighten-
ment” through deep meditagion In

his teachings, the Buddha empha-*

* sized self- denial contemplation and

.

compassi
. The cor erstone of - Buddhlsm is.
embodied in\"Four Noble Truths":

that suffering exists; that the cause
of suffering |S\dgr9. ‘that’ suﬂ'ermg

b thc
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Plam Truth readers nfay nave nohced the « appearance of strange
Chinese- cities and namés‘in contemporary journalism. The Chmese

overnment is attempting to streamlme and condense the wralten\.

. language. More. 70,000 separate characters comprise the Chinese” -~
nrinted Janguag - cantributing, to the, appearance of many dialects.
Unfortunately in a populahon as Iarge as Civina’'s, the dialects make it
ddﬁcun for a native’ of one city to understand someone from another.
Accerdmgly the Ghinese government has adopted Pinyir', a new spelling

- system“developed by Chinese linguists. i .
As the spelling system begins to appear in press articles, readers
may become confused, as the spelling of previously familiar cities and

persons only vaguely resemble their prior renderings. For example, Peking
has becomé Beijing (pronounced Bay-Jing), Mao Tse-tung has become

and right mcdltanon
ods werc‘oﬂlmle value fol

and his-disciples. In Bud-
sateation could be~hchicved,

by onc’s own efforts: The fiviak

N irth (reincarnationy by‘dchlcvmg 4
nfrvana-—a state of blissful selﬁc?s—
ess and indescribable peace.

: *

Interestingly, in his early pre- -Com-
munist years. Mao Tse-tung’had been
a3 devout-Buddhist, asewell as @ student
ol the Confucian cfassws R

f e

Minglod Faiths - .

. Writers on China customarily spcak
‘of Yfie Chinese as having three major
- feligions: €onfucianism, Taoismand

+ Buddhism. This,_however, «wan be

misleading. In actuality, most Chi-

' nese Have not adhered exclusively to

any . oni of” those faiths, but to a.

. mixtureof the three. . d

N Comfhaa[ysm Taoism and Bud-

dhigm.camé? into (requenl conglct |

< over the cenluues and in the. pro- -
cess s?me “8f the teachings of each |
ane’ w

others. . The-Chinese more or less
took what they wamcd from each
- faith They say ‘that each of their
tradxuonal faiths has its dwn special
Yalue K different. Circum,slanccs/
Elemcnts of each religion thus
~ found thein way into popular belief
ant practice.

‘Chrlst and llommmod '
lh addition to the san thiao (three’

< “gredt traditions™) of China, two

other faiths were later introduced
Intov China, both from foréign
sources.” .
Christianity was dong in commg
to China. It was not until the 7th

' century A.D. that Nestorian Chris-
" lianity penetrated the country, then

under the eule'of the T’ang dynasty

*(618-906). But no significant foot-

“hold was .gstablished. During the

Yuan dynistly (! 279-1 368)«—atime

when Mongol, mvaders controlled
i

re gradually absorbed by the °

“Mao Zedong, ‘Hong Kong has become Xianggang. and even Chirl§ itself
has undergone the transformation to Zhongguo. ChuﬁWernmem'
" leaders Hua Kuo-teng and .Teng Hsiao-pirig afe-now
"Guofeng and-Deng x'aopmg, tespectively. .

Even though it may initially appear a bit confusmg. the new p'honetlc
spelling system could improve Westerners' prondncnataons of .perplexing
Chinese names. We are generally retaining the old speling in thidedition of

| The Plain Truth magazine, but will change
. .\Sfug; -The new speumgs wnll appaar in parenthesis.

n as Hua

T’the new speliing in (ulufe

&

eFs opencd‘ routes to China, often
dccompanied by missionaries. The
. famed Venetian explorer Marco Polo
met with ‘Kublai Khan, the- most
illustrious of the Yuan emperors,

‘to forclgners angd their rellglous ideas
for centuries to comg.
*." During the 1800s Cathohc and
Protestant missionariés ﬁnally be-
gan to make somn¢ headway in Chi-
r came the Boxer'Rebel-
llon o 00——an all-out effort. to
expel forgigners, /spemally mission-
anes. rom China. Scores of -mis-

[ tant, along with tens of thousands of
Chinese Christians were massacred.

to riieet in secret, and thelr numbers
" grew, albeit slowly.

With the overthrow of the Man-
. chu dynasty_and estabhshmcm of
“the Chmese"Repubhc in 1912 by
Dr. Sun Yat-sen, Christian churgh-
¢s were again able to practice open-
sly. But even in thc best of timcs,

never really flourished in China..

China from Pckmg—European trad-

. during this period. But for the most
. part, China’s doors remained closed:

sionaries, both Catholic and Protes- .

Buyf niany congregations continued °

Catholicism and Protestantism have.

The lsla‘ﬁii‘c faith, founded in
Arabia carly in tha 7th century.4.p.

by the prophet- Mohamred- was
intreduced into the western portions
-of Chjna i in the wake of early Mos-
Jemi invasions through Central Asia.

" Today thc Uighurs of Sinkiang
province in Western China are pre-
dominantly Moslem: Stalt Moslem
“groups are found in various’ ather
parts of China as wel. All told,”
there are reportedly well over ten
million adherents to Islam in China
today . ¢

The Pooplo [ Bopubllc

The coming to power of the Chinese
. Communists in 1949 under -Mao

Tse-tung wrought vast changes in
- religion in China. After the Com-

munist. Party came to power, -
+ church & and religious groups of all
faiths were, reorganized into state- .
" controlled bodies. Believers split
into two,groups: those who cooper-
ated openly with the Communists,
and those who worshiped privately
behind closed doors. Churches\and
temples in major cities became the”
governmeént’s -showcase to foreign

{Commued ot page ¥8)

<

February 1380

‘13







to your good health

7

IsAll
Ammal Flesh

P
N

. :‘: by Herbert W. Ammrong

Were all animals made ¢, 'Zean"' What aboul lhe unclean ammals show}m Peter
in a vision? Here is a st zghtforward Bible answer, giving the New Testament
tggchmg Thls sufjecl is important to your-health and well-bei

fwr thousands of /cars of human cxpencncc on carth, u seems’ there still is nothing
people know fes¢ about than food. \
Observe a fittle baby. It secms “to think that anythmg, and everything its little
. chubby han,ﬂ: can get into its'mouth is good- to cat—and everything baby gets his
hands on goes stralghmo his mouth! How often-must young parents take things away, and try
to teach the-lgvely little bundle of .humanity that everything one s\hands can touch is not
necessanly good for the digestion!

LY

We're Juot Grown-qo Bables . : ’ .

Well, one might wbndcr if any of us has grown up! Most of us adul(s still sccsl to think that
anything we can smﬂ’ in our mouths is good for food. About the only difference between us and
the baby is that Yaby puts into his mouth whatevér looks good, while we cmploy lhc sensc of
taste in dccudmg. what goes into our mouths. In a very real sense, your stomach iS"your fue

i A K
Good health i1s no an accdent Like sickness, it nvoives cause-and- eﬂect factors Tt\e Bcble seif contains a
wealth of pract advice on good heaith in addition, the science of | brochemusiry has: D!Qduced a wealith of
ficant Mqus on health From time to hme these discoveries wil appear i .The Plan Truth magazine In

this iSsye we re?«oduce an arlicle written by our editor-in-chiet, He(bev‘w Avmsnong some years aoo

right | © 1958, 1973 Ambassador Col
Copyrigh Al Rl(hu Reserved le.c




vtk Yand cotaacbele s bank s s
sttt You wiuldn t thoak  of
D pouring past aey Rued 1hat widl pout
inger thie stomrach”™ of yone var You
) krow that vour car wae made to
carinuonnee aand “digest” fucl ok water,,
A ondk, or kedanene -

Yoo we are ven casetul wh.ni we
Choed e setme hl pad tetadhy
MECiess and sndilerem about what

¢ feed cunelves and ont chiidren’

\\ hak fusppens iothe tood you et
IR the stomach thi diestive pmu:“
takes place And “bace dipested. -
vou huse gaten il and dw.c\llblc'h'uxl

A pertion o the casential minerals
and vitanens e hite giving proper. -
tics 1 the tload  hligr thiviagha the
ntestinal Bibing inte the bloodstrenm
10 seplenish and build up déCaying
cells, 1o provide energy. body
warmth, pood health i

Your body 18 wandetfully made’ b
1s the most wonderful mechamisay in
the world™’

But, just as you must use the oght
kind of gasoline in the gas tank and
the right hind of oils and-greases
thie other parts of your car or other:
wise impair s iperformanee, so you
must pul the right kind of, foad nta
the mont e iie muh.uu\m of all,
‘your bdyiy

aule grease, your woaldn't expe the
watch o keep good Time..

And when yowpul nto your storh-
ach alf kinds of Toul things which the -
Great Architect who designed your .

dulled and’ clogged-yp mind, inetli-
ciency and mability ‘and you com-
“mit suterde on the mstatiment plan by
actually shortening your hfe!

The God who designed. created,”
and made your body has revealed
some essential basic knowledge about -
what meats will keep that body func-
tioning n "up-top shape. Why does
humanity refusg His instructions?

Yoy Are Eating Poison .

You don't cat every plant that grows
out of the ground. Some things that
grow are paison, not food.

But did you know there are many
kinds of poisons? Potassium cyamide
will kill you very quickly. Some poi-
“sons will result in death within a féw
hours or a few days. But very few

16 . .

.

- Ifyou ined o wil i fing alm wnlh .

¢

human” mechapism never inlcl)dx:d.» -
you“foul' up your body und bring on
sickness, disease, aches, pains, a°®

- B . .

e fohnow there wre ather pussatis
peaple mestabkeny ¢t as fodds »hld\
result g prciareee death ol >
| Biavezanes mmc for, sy, uz‘v <F lliuis.
EN T TN TETIY

Fhe only didforence !)rmecrn lhcu
pomrm we faisely | i 4
Potassann namdc 5 the rehinc
et vf nm‘mlc\, howes, or years it
Takes o J(.(\mlr!]hh s omisson

Just usevery platsy that God
cased to grow out of tRe ground was
not desgned Yer food, so it s with
ammal flesh Some wall say: = Well, if
swane's flesh wn'r; suppased 1o be
cateit ws fopd, what "did God_create

swang for 2 You mught as well ask,
what did_Gud create weells and poi. -

son sines for ” Lyverything iay have

“been created tur g purpose. but nat
everything rm lhc purposé-of edat- -

Wy P

Now some bchcvc that - the - |4
anginal cecation -an the Garden of -
J'Eden  God did pot intend iny am-
mal flesh 1o be caten: God's reveki-

tion.on thal point is vaguc, und ma Yy

have argued. st-both wayy _ However |-
God has clénrly teveated that certam.

antmal meats are to be caten as Y

now . in this age. and Jesus who canpes

10 set us an LKMI‘ID'L did cat flesh fas

well as ugcmblu and: fruits, and|so

do |

WHat the Great Architect of  *
‘Youv Stomach Inolmctt*

'-Whul the ﬁrst wmu.n rcul.mon of
God cariie 1o'man though Moses, God -

yistructed man as to which kinds of
anmal fiesh man ought ar ought not to
cat. You will find this Jist in lcvmma
1t and Deuteronomy 14. A

This 1s a bavic aw  a rcvclahdn :

from God to man about which kinds
of flesh will properly digest and
assimilate in the humanssystem, and

whreh will nol. Tt ds. Hot 4 part of
God's great spintuat law, sufimed up -

in the Ten Commandments. Neither
is it pdrt of the ceremonial, ritualis-.

tic, or syerificial laws later abolished

at the cruaixion of Christ, -
It is necessary to recognize that

‘God is the Author of all law, and

there are countless. laws in motioh.
There are laws, of physics and choin-
istry.¥ ou know of the law of gravity,

There is the great immutable spiri- -

tual law tq regulate ‘man's rclauon-
ship to God and 10 fellowmen—the

law_of love— the Ten Command- -

.

aau,aan (-ud pave Hg\ saticen Tormed

‘ci o) atitwees a6 gwidptents
cotatienal laws for the " cgndiet af

the natnat porerniment. Jaracl w.is
alse His € huech, sndee the Old Coa

coant - Amd fos the dispesisation thien
present God gase beact rituals and

Jeefomonial liws for the Sonduct of
'rdignaus swrvies, kews eéiatig te

tpical and tempsrary tauedies,
meat and drnb aftenugs L Aemnpe:
rany substitotes for Cheost aed e
Holy Spirit Thoseé Jaws, M course,
cnded when the Realny cding

Physical, s Well 49 Sptritusl Sin

And then, we wiist rc.i.lpc there arg

phyeal Tyws warksng i uie badies,
fegulatiig our health . Thi: meai

1 question Rus to- g with these laws .
A know_of wen whe make a hobby

blllul\ ACCHNng, nthus of sin Im

2 et us get this
" We usually s;\:}nk of wn n s
aprial aspeci. That s the aspect in
which s wnu}czcd'm the New
Tcsi.umml Ihc l?:ble dehmition of i’

as this “Sin is the lun\mcmuﬂ of ! -
the law™ (I Joha 145, e

The penalty for violation of that

1 spirtual faw s death  nos the -birst,
| or ‘phynical death, but the second, or

spiritual and - cternal death in the
“lake of fire’ {Revelation 20 14)

Now the cating of wrong food 1s - -

not a lmmg cssion.of this. sparitual
law:-and » hot a spintual sin’ To
violate the physical laws. of health.
often brings the penalty of disease,
disability. pain, sickness, and some-
times the first\death Il i nol neces-
sarily spirtual’sin.

-That s what Jesus made plain, as
recorded in Mark 7.14-23. Herg

‘Jesus was speaking of spiritual

defilement, not physical health. Not

“that which enters 1nto a man’s
"mouth, but the evil that comes out of

his heart, defiles the man spititually.,
What defiles the man - and he is
speaking of dcﬁlmg the man, not
injurisig th€ body -is transgression
of the Ten Commandments- -evil
thoughts, adulteries, fornication
murders, thefts, covetousness, blas|
phemy (verses 21-22). These thing;
have nothing to do with the'physica
laws of health. He was making
poipt concerning spiritual dcfile-
ments, not physical health.
Specifically, on the physical level,

The PUAIN TRUTH




He was ST puml:l\. ;u;

e vheo b onight gt oo the
tinsd Tovieen diety and nwashod haamds

e was nod bere speaking of lcan
ar ncesn oveats st all

No Change in Structure of Animat
Flash at cmn

Al ammiags - whine flesh propeny
digesta dad neurnbes the human
body were s made i the ongimal
wreates N chiinge was ever made
i thesguctuie of men’s bodiizs st the
timg m\u the tsme of
Jean” death, or gy other time Net-

thee dhid Gest rooke some sudden
shange fn thiv stoudure of anipal

flesh, o that what'once was unht for

foud will now digest properly and
sepply the by s needs

The unclean anpvals wers unclean

Botoresthe oo -

Notie, belore the llmd \u.jh
tosfh AT Mo~k of the glean ani-
o maks, 1o be eaten for fond, b Sevein,

“but of the dnclean, of which he wuv
nof j eat during the oo, by (we'

oaty ennigh to presesve ther Tves )
The inferense is iieseap ble that the
addimonal clean anmiald were taken
| aboard 1o, be jeaten i
Nuah .und - hA I.umly were oy the
ark. i L€
Priot o] fht ﬂan ulc.m .umtml\
WEre wsuw dy offercd as - sacrifices
Thuye whd ate the: sacrhees. olten
pnumrk q)l~~|l|u ammal Nesh, bl
vegetabled were the mam constitu-
ent of dict. After the flond, [God
| gave Noah not nierely the green
herb  vegetables  as the major

~

part of dict, But of every type- of

hiving crecature - clean animals,

clean fish, clean fowl (Genesis 93

and Leviticus 11 )

Cienesis 9-3 does not say that
cvery hvmg breathing creature s
clean and G010 cat. but that “as the
‘green herb have 1 given you all
things.” God did not give poisonous
herbs as food  He pave man the
healthfil herbs Man can determine
wiich: herbs are healtfitul, bwt man
cannot by -humself determine which
flesh feods arc harfiful. That s
why God had 1o dclcnmm for us in
His Word which i arc clean,
Since the Mood x,\' mdvMg clean,,
healthful, non nous type of ani-
maj-hfe is good for food—just as
God gave 0s the healthful, nonpoi:
sonous herbs.

Februay 1960 .

foexd while

[ flesh -

Ty ;elzigrz nUl RIVC U PCHTIFSION “A" on and stuff o their mouths,

adr an wi p.tr;iw? ' o

~

'Nothcem;,mnl Law to .n

e instnitien "m lulhm\ 1t aﬁ
Beytyranoimy 14, then, is.nut_some
ratualist ugui.ﬂum for the Mokaic
pertod only. Why da o fiuny peaple

[ have the ide thit Gl s vome great

anfair monster wlos imposes foakish

hardships on lp'aplc“:' Wihatever

Giod gstruets @8 for eur gixgl, not
viime nomsenyical restoigtion 16 vee

periend o -be. clianged atound some

dilterent way for othee people of a
differesit period ’

Naw for somie specific instruction
u.nu.cmuw mammals " These are the
heasts which ye shall cat “the on
[l)o.c(l W sheep [lambl. and. the;

goat. the hart, and the rocbuck’
the faliow deer, and the wild goat,
and the pygarg lantclape), and the

| wild ox, and the ch.mmn [mountam

sheep) And every beast that paricth
the hoof. and cleaveih the cleft o
two. claws, and Jheweth the cud
amiong (he beadis, that ye shadl eat

Nevertheless these ve shall not eat of |
them that chew-the cud. or of them
that divide the cloven hoof, ‘as the
camel, and the harg, and the coney

Jor they chew the cud, but divide fiog
the hoof; therclote they are-unclean
uoto you. And the swine [hogs].
because - dividedh the hoof, yet

Jehewgth not the cud, #t+is unclean

Nty Yow.y¢ Shall not ¢at of -their -

™ (Deutcroniomy 14 4-8).

Horsemieat 1€ ot fit for humans
because hofses not only de not have
dwided hools, but they- alsg do not
chew the cud .

Sinularly, swine flesh - pork, ham,
bacon, sausage, rabbit meav, etc.--is
simply not fit-for, human consump-

tion. The same™ S truc wygh aysters,

lobsters, elams. crabs, shn 1hp, craw-
fish, dogs, snakes, rats, and skunks.

The only scafood fit for food are
fish having both fins and scales.
Halibut has both and 1s cleag. Cat-
fish is a skin fish - -unclean.

s all a matter of what jye have
becofie “accustonied to ddng.- It
scems strange and homfymg to_hear
that somic Qricutals cat mice as -a
delicacy. But many Otientals are
horrifigd 10 hegr thut we eat nasty,
sllmy. filthy oysters! But some bui.
man grown-ups, like little babies, will

| cat., an)lhmg they can get their

us”

A wecolléd “quality” grocery

%{‘ [ l.t,*v towns and cities, spe-
™y Al

nngeggiure-delicacies, you can

. p’g‘?(ha-se deticious™ canned rattle:
fsnake il you carsfor

~So far as § am concernedd you may
have my portion if you wish 1o try it
I do not care to cat it for the same
reason 1 do not cat shugs, skunks,
cals. or ccls - for the same reason |
do not cat povson vy or weeds Yes,
“and for the saine reason | do not put
fuel o mixed with sand i the [gas
tank of my car' .
< The day will come when we - will at
last learn that cating greasy log ticsh
and other unfit “foods” has bech a
prime cause of cancer .md other
dcadly dncascs )

What Abou_t Peter's Vision?
But what about the sheet continming,

unclcan ammaks which was shovgl 0*

the apostie Peter in a vision (Acts
10)." Did thus vision change the entire
composition .of all unciean, animals,
or of the human apparatus, so that

| these unfit things suddenly became

nourshing food? .
Rotatalt
The purposc of this vision was NOT
1o change (God's food and health Jaws
which have '/bccn inexorably in mo-

p1on from the beginnihg, but to show .
Peter “that 1 should not call any man .

common or unclean” (Acts ¥0.28)

1 Why? Because the Jewish people had’ .
| been Laught 10 regard (‘cnulcs like
‘| unclean animals—to have nothing to

dd with’them - . . )
It is nmc you fully undersmod lhls

‘yision. It may well affect your health, .~

happincss and cternal hifc Open your
Bablb e the tenth chapter of Acts.
Notce that Cornelius was an ltal-
ian soldrer- -an upcircumcised ltal-
ian-—a Gentile by race. To the strict
Jews, he, was to be rcgurded as an
unclean man. But Gog looks on the
heart. Cornclius gave “much alms" 10
the Jewish people (verse 2). God
remembered hisalms and reycaledina

vision that he should send some of his -

scrvants to Joppa toconiact Peter.

In verse 9, we find Peter was a man .
‘of prayer. While praying on a house-

top, Peterliecame very hungty. Just
before noon Peter fell into a trance. In

vision he saw heaven opened and a .

sheet was let down to the carth. This
(Continued onpage 35)
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ood

< .

didn’t Teel hke talk-
mg to an{body. It
had been 4 long anid
tining tnp  As the
Qantas 747 prepiired -
to take ol at Singapore
Airport, | was looking
forward to a mecal, the
movie, perhaps a few
hours sicep above all
1o get home 10 my wife
and children But 1t was
obvious that the httle

for the

by John Hallord

man and his teenage son
=in the scats next o me

had not fown before

They were having dithi-
culty with their seat behts and were
becoming upset and nervous. |

whowed them how 1o [#sten the belts.

| must adnut 1 was glad to find that

“they didn't -seem o understand

Lnbluh At least | wouldn't have o
talk all the way to Sydney
THE plane took off, and the lights

of Singapore fell away behind us.

Saddenly the man began to.sob and
shake Afraid he might be ll, |1
asked, “What is the matter? Shall|
call the stewardess?™ The boy leaned
across and said in brokén English:

.“Plc;nc forgive father. He is upsét.”

*kcan se¢ that,” | replied. “Ma_y'
htlp""

“You see, we are refugees from
Victnam We are on our way to.
Australia,”

“Well surely that's not reason lo
be dpset. Australia is a good couptry. *
You will be safe there.””

“Yes, sir. But we had to leave my

~ e

18 "

" mother and mine brothers and sisters |

back in Ho Chi Minh city. We don't
think we will see them agaim.”

For the next few hours, they told
me their story in broken English. The
man had been an official of the South
Victnamese government in one of the
provinces: As the North Vietnamese
forces advanced, he had fled to Sai-
gon with his family. He had hidden
for a year-or two, fearful that his
ldc.nmy would be discovered, and he

~would be sent to a reeducation den-

ter. :
But news leaked out and he felt it
best to makt his escape. So one night,
two months before, he and his eldest
son had slipped away from home,
after saying good-bye to the rest of
the family. They had swum out to a
small fishing baat, already, loaded to
overflowing with<other refugees.
After a horror-packed three weeks
at sea, they had eventually, landed in

EWS

. Boat People

g

& Malaysta. Becausce he
o’had knbwn several Aus-
82 (ralians in Vietnam, he
was allowed 10 emigrate

to Australia after only a
‘few" weeks in the transit
camp. As for the rest of

the family, they would .
have 1o survive as best -

they could in Vietnam.
I did what | could, of
~_course: -what anybody
would have done. | helped
them with the emigration
forms and guided them
through customs when we
landed. Theys had only
the clothes they were wearing, so |-
gave them what money | had.
During the next few months, | was
.rblc to visit them again a few times. |
gave them the spare television set,
introduced them to some friends who
had adopted a Vietnam War orphan.

" They were grateful; refugees are

grateful for the smallest gesture. But
we sensed that.nothing we coujd’ du
could replace what they had logj-
home, a country, a way of life-3
their loved ones.
. This man and his son are just two
of the thousands-- no, make that
hundreds of thousands- of refugees
who had fled in leaky boats from
Vietnam or staggered out of poor
ravaged Kampuchea (Cambodia).
At first, nabody wanted them . . . and
that, as Mother Theresa of Calcutta
) cloqucnlly puts it, is thc worst
poverty of all.

As the trickle becamc a ﬂood lhe

The PLAIN THUTH




. = _way. The Southcast Asian nations,

+ (Cambodia). -, )
Many thousands have already ,/

_east Asia but in the United Stat S,

-tow the hapless boat people back out

“them fecel wanted and welcome.

ncighboring c’_éﬁntrics cquid no long-
er ¢dpe. Their welfate agencies
became strained to breaking point.
Desperate: officialy otdercd that the
overloaded boats be towed back out
to sea. to try their Yuck on another
island. another country or another
continent. Thailand, deluged with
people flecing from famine-wracked
Kampuchca resorted to repatriation
even if it meant certain death.
Fortunately, as the world becomes
awarc of the magnitude of the fndo-
Chinese tragedy, some relief is on its

no longer faced with the impossible
prospect- of finding Jhoames for
hundreds of thousands of pcnnlless
neighboring people, are once again
willing to play temporary host. Thai-
land.. assured now of international
support, has opcped-ity border to-the
pathetic exodus from Kampuchea

been resettled - not only in bouth;'

Canada, Australia, France and
other countries. Moved by co pds-
sion, the world’s nations, intergation- -
al organizations, rch.gnons d even
some enterprising individhalf are
doing what they can to help.

Maybe, even yet, diplomatic iner-
tia can be overcome, s0 that what-js -
left of Kampuchea can be saved. But
that is not much comifort to those in
squalid. camps-or perhaps even now
adrift in puny boats in the South
China Sea. Can their agony be
eased?

We all. want to help. No decent
person wants o' see another suffer.
Malaysian fricnds have told me they
have seen soldiers under orders with
tears in their eyes, as they prepare to

to sea. Other Asians, not rich them-
selves, have made avall.nblc their
limited, resources to try to*alleviate
the awful suffering. Whether from
east or west, Buddhist, Hindu, Chris-
tian or Moslem—we ‘canriot turn our
back ‘on these people who havc lost
everything.

From the Western LOU“(I’IC) come,
many heart- warming stories of fami-"
lies who have pened up their homes
to Indo-Chinese refugees---good
neighbors who have tried to make

There have been misundérslapdings, :

e s e e Yt e

"it is. true. But overall,

ing regidents in their-new countries.
*‘When you are confronted with the
teality of someone who has lost
everything, it makes you think about
the things you have, and-so easily
take for granted. And if you claim to
be a Christian, it should make you
want to share it. “But whoso hath
this_world’s good, and seeth his
brother have need, and shutteth up
his bowels of compession from him,
how dwelleth the love of God in
him?” (1 John 3:17). We can give the
refygees somewhere to live, furni-
ture, a job, a school for their chil-
dren. But what we cannot give them
~back are the things they miss most—
their homes. their countries and ‘the
loved ones who have been killed or
leéft behind.

" As my Vietnamese friend told me
sorrowfully: “I ddn’t know how ‘my
wife is. Wha knows—-pcrhaps my
sons have been sént to fight in Kam-

“puchea. Sometimes | lose all hope of

ever getting them back.”
There is good news for the boat

people. It is the same good news that
this magazine has been telling for

morg than 45 years. Regular readers
will know that the prophecies of the
Bible shaw that weare in the end of
an age—liying in a world that is
_teetering on the brink of a great
tribulation, to be followed by the

- return of Jesus Christ and the usher-

+.ing in of the wonderful world tomor-
row. But there is no need to tell
refugees aboul tribulation. Most of
them could already tell us something
about that. But if only we could tell
them the good news of the times that
are around the corner.

If only they could understand that
the great Creator God, their Cre-
ator—a God most do .not even
know—has plans for them. If they
could. know that>over the horizon

Shere is hope, and- that there is com- *

ing a’'time when their problems will
be over. -

If they could only knaw that soon
to appear on the world scene is a

Ruler who has pledged “not [to] fail.

or be discouraged” (Isaiah 42:4)
until He has made this earth a decent
place for every man, woman and
child ta live in, to grow and to reach
full. human poténtial. He plans to

Vietnamese
and Cambodians arc showing them- ™
selves.to be hard-working: law-abid-

reestablish the national boundaries
and see to it that-people rebuild their
ravaged homies and farms. He will
order the destruction of-the machines .
of war and never again allow nations
t0 get away with acts of blatant
aggression (Isaiah 2:4).

If the boat people could only know
that even now this Great Being is
concerned for’ them, and identifies.
with their suffering. He says that he
notices it (Matthew 35:40). This
soon-coming_Ruler, has always been
moved with compassion for the poor
and the d¢wntrodden. They will be
His special concern (Isaiah 11:4).

In many ways He would like to
intervege right now and put a.stopsto
it all today. But He knows that
human events must take their coursé,
all mankind must learn what a refu- .
gee has found out—that human gov-
ertments fail, and that man cannot
rule himself.

But before mankind destroys itself,
God will intervene—to finally take
chargeof the reins of government.

If the refugees now pouring into
Thailahd could only know that one
day their country will be restored and
people will live there without fear.
That'generations of Cambodian chil- *
dren are even yet destined to grow up
strong and healthy, never knowing
famine. .

If they could only know that their
country is not dying, as some have
said, but that its greatest days are
ahead. Kampuchea will once again
become the fectile and gentle land
that it once was, living in peace and
harmony, making its contribution to
the world community of nations.

And best of all, if only those who
have lost loved ones'could know that

the Creator God who gave them life
" 4a the first place has the power, the

desire and the plan to festore that
life. There is a time coming when
ceven the most shattered families will
be reunited.

No man can'do all these things for
the Indo-Chinese refugees. Even the
best intentioned of us can only help in
a small way. But God has a plan that
includes the “boat people”and the
Cambadians and Laotigns. And
when it happens—and it will hap-
pen—all this will be just a Wemory.

If orly they could know this.
only they could believe it. It woul
make the wa ting casier. 0O -
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.by Jeff Calkins

od has allowed the events in
Cambodia to serve'as a
warning —or .a micro-
cosm—of what will happen
globally in the years ahecad: all the
elements are there—fiendish, de-
moniacal persccution; war, famine,
and pestilence. R
The coming Great Tribulation will
be a time of deliberate persecution
and martyrdom. 1t will be a hellish
three-and- a-half-year -period during
which there will be no religious free-
dom. As Herbert W. Armstrong
wrote twenty-five yearstago, in the
Western world churchand state will”
be united under a religious hierarchy,
enforced by the civil police. Inwthe
" Eastern world, atheiglic communism
will rulé. There wullrbc no religious
freedom’ because only one religion
will be allowed in the*West, which
the Bible describes as “MYSTERY
BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER
OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIGNS or
THE EARTH™ (Revelation [7:5).
W|II y)\yswally torture those whom lt
siders “hgretics™ “And | saw the
" woman drunkenWith the blood of the
saints, aad with the blood of the
martyrs of Jesus...” (verse 6).
There will b¢ no religious freedom,
-there will be no economic freedom
(Revelation 13:16-18): And -there
- will be-a famine of true gospel
preaching- (Amos 8:11-12).
The coming Great Tribulation is
the product of Satan’s wrath—it is
~not God's wrath! It is Satan who
precipitates the Tribulation by tak-
ing out his agger on the human race:
“Woe to the inhabiters. of the earth
¢ sca! for the devil 1s come
) to you. having great wrath,
because he knoweth that he hath but
4 short ime™ (Revclation 12:12).
The horrors of the Tribulation will -
be deliberate, and inspired by the
very devil and his demons. Likewise,
the cruelties perpetrated by the Pol
Pot regime~~the tortures, the
“ butcheries, the “executions of “sus-
pected enemies by hacking with a
" hoe, all bear the carmarks of deliber-
ate demoniacal uelty.
The Bible time order of “World-
wide events is md\c clear in the sixth

chapter of Revelation. War, famine
and pestilence (Revelation 6:1-8) all
cotae before the actual Tribulation
itself: “And when he had opened.the
fifth seal, I saw under the altar the
souls of*them that were slain for the
wotd of God'. . ." (verse 9). In Camg
bodia war, famine and pestilence
have followed the period of fiendish,
demoniacal terror—but they Wave
nonetheless been real. As U.S. Sena-
tor James Sasser described the scene:
*The human suffering we fourd was
sc deep and pervasive that | don't
have words toadequately describe it.
I have never seen anything like ihat
and | hopc never 10 see dnylhmg fike
1t agam as long as | hvc

The End of Horrors '

The coming Grea_l Tribulation will end” {.
and so will the local teibulations |
already occurring in Southeast,Asia.

God will supernaturally intervéne to
cut short this most frightful period of
human history by sending Jesus Christ
to govern the earth:* “And except those

days should be shorfened, thefe should

no flesh be saved: but for the glect's
sake those days shall be ;hortcncd"
(Mallhew 24:22). N
The arrival of Christ 'is “the’ best
ews that a weary, exhausted, terror-

ridden earth could ever hear. It -

means that thg beatings, the burn-

ings, the tortures, all the paa and

cruelty inflicted on people, all the
sufferings: only touched on in jhis
article will be forever banned! What
joyous news! No more small ‘babies
with swollen bellies -and discolored
hai: No more tefrified peavants
fearing to plant rice because soldiers
might come and take it away. No

more” hungry stomachs and slave -
* labor camps. No more dysentery and
*malaria. No more sick pyople forced

to march to thejr deaths. No riore of
Satqn’s evil horrors!

God's world will be jeyerything
which the poo™tour million ¢ ambo-

dians who have died over the last five |,

years nevet had—but will enjoy, ong

‘day, when they are resurrected. Thc

words which God inspired describe’it
more cloquently than ury human
can: “The wolf alsv shall dwell with

. l‘hé lamb, and: the ieopdrd “shall lie

down with the kid; and the calf and..-
the” young:lion and. the .fatling
together: and a little child shall lead-
them. And the cow and the bear shall. -
feed: their young oncs shall lie down
together: and the lion shall eat straw
like the ox. And the sucking child
shall play on the hole of the asp, and
the weaned child shall put his hand)
on the cockatrice’ den. ’
*They shall not hurt nor dcstro m

* all my holy mountain® for the ¢arth

shall be full of“the knowledge/of the
Lord, as the waters cover
(Isaiah 11:6-9).

THE
LAST DAYS?

Today, a whoﬁe new ‘‘school of
prophats™ 1s raising a collective
voige#of warning about human
problems thal appear g he
reaching “cnliga! mass WAihe
populahion explosion, the energy
enisis. global pollution and the

" potenhal for nuclear wars are only
a tew of the giganlhc problems
that currently plague manking ls
doomsday al our door? The iree
booklet Are Living in the Last
Days? givas®the answer To
receive your copy, use the inera.
ture tequest card in this 1SSue of
wrile 10 The Plamn Tiyth at ihe
address neares! you Reques!
your lree copy loday..
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CALL?

Though optimism over contacting mlellxgem creq-
tures on other planets of the galaxy is currently in
vogue, -the . truth is that physical life gives every
evidence of bemg a unique phenorhenon found only

: . on planet Earth.

4

by Robert A. Giiwkay

funny tbmg has happcncd in the- scdrch for extraterres- .
tyal life. - -
Reimember the cxcnement and anucnpauon of tHe ’
Viking probes to Mars? The prime; purpose of the
Viking explomuuns was to find llfc——lf it existed ——on the red
planet. -
Sure enough,-based on reports from the three different
experiments designed to detect life, The Atlantic, a respected
nmb.umc came out with an amcle entitled: “Life on Mars.”
“Space scientists won't say so,” the article announced, “but the. ) .
ru.ults of three brilliantly conceived experiments lead inevita-
bly to one startling conclusion: Llfc in some form, exists oA
Mar» " . T
The gdod news that hfe had been found on Mars was. no N
‘doubt well received by many feaders, but for most sgientsts the .
article was a source of embarrassment, if not regarded with : N\
outright contempt In sprte of wisliful thinking, the overwhelm-
ing evidence s that phy;lcal life does not exidt on Mars. .

“

onb,ng the Solu Syllom b

Stiyee Viking, o(hc; spacecraft havc been cxplonnb additional *
planets of the solar system. Mercury, closest to the sun, has
been found to be a harsh and airless planet totally unsuitable
for hie. Vt.nus once considered the carth’s sister planet, is o °

IS MAN ALONE in the™ umvcrso? No sign .of Wte has ever been . - . . '
detected by any ot Me probes man has seht out to’ axplare the, N I
distant réeaches of space. The large photograph at left Shows our ’
own Milky Way galaxy Top photos, from left: Jupiter (upper right) .
and g four. sateles in a.gollage asse bled from- Voyager | - . T
pictured; an unidentified Myin abject (UFO); the barren, chaonc R :
aurface of Mars; and a radio teloscopo <! et it

N Asmaicong Rolerts. Top il (0 1ght Courtesy ML HASA. UPL, -
* Cowteay APL-NASA. Besdemore—PT

-
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. incfcdibly hot and ihhospitabie that
no one senously belicves physical life ~.

could exist there. )
Most recently, the Voyager mis-

" sions to Jupiter, Saturn and beyond

have revealed some startling..and

-amazing views of these distant {)lan-
‘cts andytheir satellites: Jupiter, the

center of a miniature solar system of
its gwa1, was once thought to possibly”
harbor life, and its moons were also
considered life-carrying.-camdidates.

"‘Now, with tke detailed photos

returned- by the Voyager probes, the
prospects for life secm near zero in
the Jovian system. Jupiter is a seeth-
ing ball of gas, possibly covering an
icy core of frozen hydrogen. Its satel-
lites are also desolate, forbidding
worlds. The same can be said for
Saturn, its rings and moons. And the
remote planets beyond Saturn offer’
virtually no hepe for life, cnhcr

. Abundant Life in Galm_?y? »

BUt man's exploration' of the solar
system constitutes such an infinitesi-
mal part.of the entire Milky Way
galaxy that even such negative ﬁnd-
ings have not mgmﬁcanlly altered the’
\.
opinion of many who would like to
believe that other stars may have
planets with intelligent life.

After all, space enthusiasts point’
out that there are seme two hundred

billion stars in our Milky Way gal-_

axy, and some of these stars * “surely”
have planets with ehvironments suit-
able for life. A Rand Corporation
study concluded there should be 600
million plancts suitable for life'in just
our galaxy..

Such arguments have seemed co-
gent to laymen and “experts” alike.
But now there are a number of
scientists that are reconsidering the
credibility of the belief that physical
life abounds in the universe. Such
recvaluations arc based on several
factors. First, it is true that the more
man explores the solar system, the
lgss likely it appears that sife exists
anywhere-beyond the earth! Indeed,
most scientists are now ready to
admit that the probability of life in

-the solar system (outside the earth) is .
- ear zero. X

But more. importantly, astrono-
mers have been\trying for nearly two

decades to detect telltale radio sig-
" ‘nals from space that would betray
the. cxistence of another vil{ggion.

‘Yet their mighty radio antennas have

failed to record any signal that has
the mark of an extraterrestrial civili-
zation. -

Other Factors L

Other factors have #lso caused a

rethinking of man’s place in the uni- "

verse. Dr. Michael H. Hart of Lrinity
University in Sar Antonio, Texas, has
recently challenged the belief that
extraterrestrial intelligonce “must be

‘common in the cosmos.

According to Hart, it is quite

possible that our carthly civilization .

is the only one of its kind. ‘Hart
reasons that, far from being com-
mon, civilized life must be exceeding-
ly rare, and the life we have on earth
may even be unique. -

Using computer analﬁsw, Hart has

found that the conditions necessary for*

life are fa: more restrictive than has

“been commonly thought. “The conclu-
sion of the study,” says Hart, “was that -
existing estimates of the number of*
- planets that could produce advanced
. civilizations would have to be reduced

lzyafact r of betwegn 100and 1000.In”

““faci, I'think outs i the only advanced .
- civilization in the wniverse and almost

certainly the only one in our galaxy.”.

. Hart’s computer studies showed
that our earth just barely makes it as
a suitable abode for living things. At
a distance of 93 million miles from

been placed into an orbit only five
percent ‘closer to the sun, a runaway
grqcnhous&cﬂca ‘would haye turned
the planet into something like Ve-
nus—with its surface temperatures
close to 900 degrees Fahrenheit.

By contrast, if we were only one-
_ percent, farther from the sun, then

runaway_glaciation Would have en-
veloped
would havé”become a barren dcsort
similar to Mars. ’

In addition, while a few meteorites
from. outer space have -contained
amino acids in exceedingly small

amounts, the jump from such simpie--

organic (carbon-based) molecules to
life is incredibly remote. “Science
has still failed to fathom this process,
and we cannot assumelifc would
casily or automatically evolve from
simple nucleotides,” contends Hart.

The narrowness 3{ the *habitable

¢ carth and the planet .

+

limits the number of planets that .

could sustain (or *“evolve™) advanced
civilizations. /
Man Unique in"the Universe? .

Hart is not alone in such reconsidera-

tions of the evidence. Dr. Carl Sagan,

Cornell Universify astronomer who
has popularized the notion of life ony
- ‘other worlds, now believes that more®

- recent astrophysical discovetieshave

sngmﬁcantly reduccd the probabili-
ties of ‘the occurrencé of intelligent
*life elsewhere in the universe. Sagan
coauthored the book Intelligent Life
" In the Universe with Soviet astrono-
* nier losif S. Shklovsky.

}\a But even Shklovsky .appears to

ve become more conservative in his
estimate of the changes for detecting
extraterrestrial intelligence, contend-
ing that jntelligent life in the cosmos
must be .very rare., “it looks as
though our sun, that strange and
solitary star surrounded by a family
of planets, is most likely a rare

exception in the stellar world,”

Shklov'sky recently wrote in a Soviet
science journal. .

Dr. Paul Dawes mathemahcnan at
Kings College; London, thinks that
the universe could'be considered to
be a lucky accident. Davies contends
that a change occurrence seems out-
. of the question, and he beliaves some
other cxplgpatuon must be found. .

. the, sun, carthly temperatures have = “Tht universe we live in seems to be
_supported life. But if our earth had

a very unlikely place,” says Davigs.
“Random’ processes and statistical.
fluctuations on cosmological time
scales could casily have made the
universe quite mhospuablc to life,

- Are we just lucky? Or is there some

decp significance to the fact that we
live in a universc just right for us?"
Daviés contends that the ¢xpan-

sion of the universe is remarkably ,

uniform in all directions, implying
cooperation between- widely sepa-
rated regions of the cosmos to expand
to the same rate everywhere. Such
“cooperation” and "highly organized
behavior scems so improbable that
the universé seems almost planned

from the gravitational point of_
view,” adds Davies, “it seems that

the world is a very special place °
A—1ndced -

i “ilg Bang” ﬁlndy Orchestrated -

Science, of course, currently con-

!

-

window,” concludes Hart, greatly lgknds that thie universe began with a
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event’is one .of great ch%¥os, a ran-
dom flying apart of the various
components of the cosmos. But once
again, astronomers are coming to
grips with. the. evidence that the
initial &xplosion—if that is indeed
what "Whppened—must - have been
very unfform. ’ :

In studying the degree of uni-
formlty of the expansion of the
universe, NASA scncntlsts have
found that the assumed -explosion
was anything but chdotic. “Our
measurements give a picture of an
extremely* smooth process,” states
one NASA report. “The big bang,
the most cataclysmic event we can
imagine, on closer inspection- ap-
pears finely orchestrated.” '

And who, we might ask, was the
orchestrator?

“Nor could life—at least life a/
we know it—evolve on a planet

“blg/ang The image of such an
is

where the mass, temperature, chem- .
ical composition, and many other 3 presence on earth is the result of a
rcqu-rcmcnts were not gxactly 4 train of events so unlikely as to
-~feduce to-zero the chances of intelli-
Jeanne Hopkins. *“The’, very. facy -+ gent life evolving elsewhcre in’ the
" galaxy.

right,”” observes scieng wruer
that we are here implies that in our
small corner of space and time—
and so far a7 we know, only in our

small cornef-—all -the improbable

conditions necessary for the emer-

.gence of life were met.”
Nigel Calder, England’s foremost
science writer, contends that man is

. indeed the only inteHigent life to be

found in our galaxy. Calder bases
his evaluation—admittedly still a
minority view—on the new knowl-
edge’ man is discovering about the

nature of the universe and the pro- ‘God's- Plan tof Min

ok of Genésis.tells us that

‘cesses taking place in it.
Co.mblgglcal Hangups .
Princeton as{rophysicist Frceman

Dyson has analyzed a whole series -
*cosmologigal

of what he cqlls
hangups™ —strange and" bafﬂlhg‘

"* relationships between - the various

forces and energies of the universe:

that are absolutely -essential for the -

-existence of life. Obseives Dyson*
“It turns out that the universe as

. gether to our benefit, .
seems as if the universe must in
some sens¢ have known that we

. God—

./

s

laws of thermonuclear rcact/ns.

. the transport laws of energy, and

the laws of nuclear surface ten-"
sion—just to name a few—all con-
“spire to ensure that life can exist in
the universe. But the slightest
change could make life impossible.
‘As man looks in greater detail at
the interactions of these various
laws, Dyson asserts that *
vatign seems even more providen-
tial.”

Pointing out that the earth is a
uniquely beautiful and fragile oasis
in a harsh and hostile universe,
Dyson concludes: “As we look out
into the universe and identify the
many accidents. of physics and
astronomy that have worked {o-

were coming.”
Famed British astronomer Sir
Bernard ‘Lovell asserts that our

Physicist and cosmologlst John
Wheeler has concluded that ‘the
chiances are overwhelming that we

ourselves aré the only physical life -

in the entire univesse:

Could- it ‘be true, thcn. that in
spite of currently popular belief in
evolution and “the ifhabited uni-
verse” that -life -and man himself
arg in fact unique creations in a

carefully -and specnally desngned’

universe?

The .
ot” evolution—designed

"..plant and animal life on the earth.

“Then God said, ‘Let us make man
in our image, after ourdikeness; and
let them have dominion over the fish

: of the sea, and over the birds of the

we kitow it survives' mot by any -

inherent spability but by a’ sacces-

RTIN

u ps.

the. universe, the motiont of ‘the
var‘ous ‘parts of thc unwaree. the

Fetwuary 1980

a

sion of seemmgly accxﬂental hang- )

Dyson. contcnds that thc size of

" air, and over the cattle, and over all .
the earth, and. over every creeping
- thing that creeps upon the earth’ "~

(Geriesis 1:26, RSV).

“The Bible contains absolutely no -
_.revélation thét physical life as we

know it exists on other planets at

this time. On the other hand, that

.'fact in itself does not preclude the
possibility ' that- God has created

. other physical ‘beings on other pian-

\ o~

‘our sat:: ' became Jesus Christ,
virgin Mary, to- become the Savior

" of mankind (Matthew 1:18-23).

.it almost-

ets ir other galaxies, for perhaps
different purposes.
" Yet the Bible docs reveal that

God is specifically interested in

what goes on here on carth, The
earth, Jesus ‘said, is God's “foot-

steal” (Matthew 5:35). It is here

that God made human beings. Its
_here that:'\God sent the One who
born of the

The earth is not at the physical
center, of the universe: it's not even
at the center of 'the solar system.
But it is, unqucsuonablyk a central

~ focus of God's present interest. God
- ~is vitally concerned with events that
" occur on earth.

It is on the earth

that God is working out his supreme .

purpose: creating His Divine Family
which will eventually rule the whole
universe with Him.

Little wonder that the apostle
_Paul was inspired to write: “Eye
"hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man,
the things which God hath prepared
for them thgt love lum“ (I Corin-
thians 2:9).

'WHY WERE

'YOU BORN?|

‘No brute beast ever thought ‘ot
questioning the meaning of his own
exlstencg Man algne needs to un-
~ derstand his own meanirg. Wh0f1
are you going in life? What's it all
about? Why was the human race
placed here on this earth? Does
nfan have a unique-destiny so glo-
rious that it is all bdt incomprehen-
sible? Find the ‘answers to'these
and other questions about - tl\o‘
.meaning of life in_the exciting
booklet Why Were You Born? For -
your frae copy, write to The Plain-
. Trum office ngarest you. :
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(Continued from page 13}
visitors that Chma had freedom of
rchglon .
Fhe. People’s chubhc of China is
ofﬁcxally atheist. “The one and only
, true philosophy,” in the vieW of Chi-
nese Communists, is the dialectical
materialismof Marx and Lenin?
Though Cpmmumst,pehe s:-hay
definitely. wédkened* thehold of reli-

gion in China ovei the past three

decades, there has not been an all-
out government attempt to stamp
out religjous belief. Long before he
brought the Comwnunis} - Rarty to
‘power, Mao Tse-ting realized that
longslandmg beliefs cannot be erad-

.

icated simply by government de-

“cree. “Gods were set up by the
peasants,” he wrote,

own. hands; there is no need for

anybody else prcmaturely to pull-

down the-gods-for them.”
Accordingly, .in a 1950 spccch

Premier Chou En-lai promised reli- -

gious freedom to the Chinese
people. Moreover, China’s constitu-
tion of 1954 provided that “citizens

of the Chifese People’s Republic’

have freedom of religious belief.”
Article 46 of China’s 1978 copstitu-
tion guarantees “freedom to.believe

«in religion and freedom not "to

. believe in religion.”

These provisions, of course, do
not preclude the government: from
engaging in antireligious | propagan-
da, (The Chinese constitution also
guaranlecs“‘freedom to propagate
atheism.”) The traditional Chinese
observances hdve thus been greatly
reduced over-the yexgs. Neverthe-
less, many Chinese stifkcontinue to
hold, to one degree or another, to
many of the ancient beliefs and
practices. ° .

1(—: ist ‘‘Reed tion"

‘Among othei changeg junder the
Commupnist regime there has been a
shift in émphasis from the old Con-
“fucian ‘ideal of family loyalty to
loyalty to the People’s Republie.
The *“‘proverbs of Confucius” have
been displaced by the thoughts of
the late Chairman Mao Tse-tung.

“and in time:
. they will pull them down with their

- .
The Communist Party is attempting |
create a “new man" through
ssive Communist reeducation.
.varying degrees of intgnsi-
, ty. the Chinese government has con-

. demned the 4eachings of Confucius-

during the past three decades as
part of its campaign to remove
traditional influences from Chinese

+life.. Few=Confucian tgmples hay,
‘been permmcsi 10, remain opﬁ
&1

woPship Buddhist nonastery;
were afso’ seized after 1949 and
redistributed among landless peas-

-ants.”Some Buddhist temples were .

converted into recreation centers,
hotels and restaurants. Buddhist
monks and nuns were made Lo leave
their monastcncs and engage in
“useful work.”

In 1949, there were nearly four
million Roman Catholics and Prot-
estants in China, along with' some
13,000 Christian missionaries. With
the Gommunist takeover of that
year, the foreign missionaries were
compelled 1o leave the country, and
Chrlsuamly came under heavy at- o
tack as a “Western” religion. Some
Christians, along with members of -
other religions, were punished as
."spies" and “‘counter-revolutionar-

" Nevertheless, the .government
stoppcd short of completely eradi-
cating Christianity.

During the political turmoil of
the “Cultural Revolution™,of 1966~
69, however, cven the limited Chris-
tian activity which had been toler-
ated’ by the government all but *
ceased. Catholic and Protestant
churches were closed and mdny
burned by’ young “Red Guards.”
‘Bibles were burned in the streets,
Many priests, nuins, and ministerd®
were killed with their congregass
tions. Seme of the surviving clergy--
mernfled to Hong Kong: others went
underground in China to worship
with their_flocks in secrét. Evgn the
Christians.who had cooperated with
the government—despite their long
record’ of glowing praise of Mao
Tse:tung and the Communist Pai-
ty—suffered beatings and imprison-
menl;dunng .the Culturak Rcvolu-
tion.
~ There are no accurate statlstlcs

,‘avmlable today, on the number of

China. Gucsscs range from onc to.,
three mllllon ’

Cw

R ‘D"',. t

According to Pckmg s official ‘Xini-
hua (Hsinhua) News Agency, Chi-
~fia’s Fifth .National Peopl€’s Con-.
‘gress passed a bill in June 1979
protecting freedom of religion. It
provides punishment of up to two
years in prison for any offi¢ial “*who

+gntawfully deptivesa citizen of his
legitimate freedom of religious be-
lief or violates the customs or folk-
ways of a minority nationality to a
- serious degree.” )

This move has been interpreted as
being, at the least, a reaffirmation of
the pohcy of religious toleration that
‘had been in force Before the Cultural
Revolution.' Any further ramifications
" haveyettobeseen. |
" Secondly, the Chinese govern-
ment approved in August 1979 pub-
lication of the  first Chinese-lan-
guage edition. of the Bible to be
printed since 1949. To include both
the Old and New Testaments, the
new translatfon is slated for comple-
tion early in 1980. It will be printed
by a government-controlled firm,
reportedly with an initial run of
100,000 copies.

These two developments do not

* mean, of course, that«the Chinese
Communist government is about to
.change its traditional atheistic
stance. Peking does not_intend to
“alter’ significantly its hdrd line
about religion.

In the final analysis, Communist”
atheistic ideals and Christianni]ﬁcals
are irreconcilable. The relaxation of
restrictions on rchigion in China is
still limited—and partially inspired
by political considerations.”

The Chinese government still
sharply restricis. the practice of
Christignity--as it does China’s
other religions- - permitting it to
function only under the strict supeg-
vision of the state. Moreover, the
“government has stipulated that Chi-

, na's Christian churchss must be free of
foreign direction and financing—fully
independent and manned solely by’

. ‘“homc-grown Chinese clergy. (No

relatiqns are permitted;; for example,
between China’s “Patriotic Catholic

professing Christians remaining in

Association” and the Vagican.)
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- STUD

the Bible

How to

-

& BiBLE study, as well as with

anything else, there is a_prop-
er and an improper Way to
accomplish. There are certain
rules which, if followed, will
" give you a moge thorough
. understanding of God's

Word-—leave you . with- fewer ques-

tions, begin to help you think and dct

as God does becduse you understand
what He says in\His Word.

The following files are'not necessari-
ly in order—they are certainly not all
the rules of Bible study—but they are
basic and important and will help you
gainthetruth from God% Word

Pray for Guldanc.

First, before yqu even open the Bible,

you should ask God, in prayer, to
apen your mind to His"Word in the
study yoy intend to make. David was
a man after God's own heart—he
studied that portion of God's Word

which' was available to him -in his’

day. He meflitated, thought about
and consldc(sed God's laws and his
ways. He wis close to God, gnd yet
many times' throughout the Psalms
we read how David, asked God to
guide him fin his study, to open his
mind, to rpveal His truth.

"“Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy

statutes; and Lshall keep it unto the
end. Give mfe understanding, and 1
shall Z€ep thy law; yea, | shall
obs€rve it with my whole heart.

z

by Jon'Hill' "

‘Make me to go in the path of thy

commandments; for therein do I-
delight. Incline my heart unto thy
testimonies, a)%iA not to covetous-
ness. . . . Stabli tlfy word unto thy
servant, who is\devoted to thy
fear. ... Behold, | havc longed after
thy precepts: Quicken me in thy
righteousness” (Psalms 1 l9:_33-40).
Without sincerely and . believingly
asking God’s direction in your Bible .
study—wnlﬁul seeking God’s King:
dom and His righteousness first (Mat-
thew 6:33)—Bible study of itself would
be ultimately futile. Just as you can
worship God in vain (Mark 7:7), so you
canstudy His Word in vain! Many wise

and inlelligem men have made a life |

study of God's /Word in its. original
languages, and yet did not dnderstand
_thedepthof its meaning.

?ovmmNotNocouaty

Do not fee you have not had
enough education, or that you are not
intelligent chough to really study
God's Word. God tells us plainly that
it is not the wise, the mighty or the
nobie that He is calling 40 an under-
standing of His Word naw—read I
Corinthians 1:25-27.

Take for granted that you do. not
know of yourself how to understand
the plan of God—that's why you
must ask Him to make it plain. -

If all that was needed to under-
stand God's Word were brains, then
a vast number of the people of the

i

-will

world would have a thorough under-

standing of-€od's Word! God says,
*. They are wise to do evil, but to
do good they,have no knowledge™
eremiah 4:22). As long as you
kRow how to read, you can get down .
on\your knees and sincerely ask Gad
ide you in a study of His Word.
He will open yous.mind to under-
stand things that the most intelligent
minds of mankind have not been able -

_-to upderstand. Prayer- will open to -

you 2n understanding of God's Word
that \Einstein did not have. Prayer
pen your ‘mind to understand
God's&\’ord in a way that the grad-
uates of the great universities of the
world are not able to understand.
Praycr—your contact with God—
is important in the beginning of your
study of His Word-—His contact
with you—or you may spend proﬁt-
less hours of studying His Word in
vain. The time spent, the verses cov-
ered, your memorizatioa of how
many verses, there are in the Bible,
will be of little avail at the return of
Jesus Christ if accomplished for vain.

purposes. Only thal part of His Word

which you have made a part of your

very character will accrue to- your

spiritual account! ' .
Heartfelt prayer for God's guid- -

"ance in your pgrsonal Bible study will

help insure success!

thudo Must 80 \for
SeNt-Corraction

This next rule really goes hand-
in-hand with the first. Before you

February 1960
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rise from your Knees in prayer, you
should- fully récognize in your own
mind and heart that your purpose
for this Bible study is not just to
gain academic knowledge, not only
to prove a certain doctrine or fact—

. butye get you closer to the stature
of tiff fullness of e very character
of: Jesus Clirist. The only way this
can be-done is for you to be cor-
rected!

God's Word is written direetly to
each of us as an individual-=it is
personal, direct—and as far as our
achieving salvation is concerned has
nothing to do with anybedy else on
the face of the earth.

Thercfore your attitude should be
the same as Jeremiah’s. In fact, since
you're going to be studying the Bible,
turn to Jeremiah 10:23 and read two

- verses there meaningfully and as part

of your prayer. “Oonrd i know that
" the way-of man is'not in himself:it is
not-in man that walketh to digect his
steps’ O Lqrd, correct me, but with,

judgment; not in thine anger, lest
thou bring me to nothing.” g\\
Rethember, *“All scripture is°given

by inspiration of God, and is profit-
able for doctrine, for reproof for
correcuon fos instruction in righ-.
teousness™; (11 Pimothy 3:16).

{n order for your attitude to be
proper in your approach to God's
‘Word, turning to orfe other scripture
would clearly aid you.in understand-
ing what your approach should be-—
in educating your ¢
before you begin.” “Thuy
‘Lord, The heaven is my:throne,

_ the earth is my footstool: “where is the
ouse that ye build unto me? and
where is the placcvqf my rest? For ali
.. these things hath mine hand made,
‘and all those things have been, saith
the Lord: but 1o this man will I look,
even to him that is poor and of a
contrite spirit, and trembleth at my
word. . . .Hear the word of the Lord,
ye that fremble al Ius wofd" (lIsaiah |
66:1-2,5).
. This Bible contains the very mind
and thoughts of\your Creator God! It
is not to be argued about. It is not
meant to be a club to chastisc other
people with. In other words, if you
are a husband, do not use Ephesians
~ 5:22 as a weapon against your wife—
or, if you are a wife, do not use

v

-t

husband or wife should apply Scrip-
ture to yourself. *

The Bible commarnds you to
““study [be diligent] to show yourself
approved unto God . .." (Il Timothy
2:15). T :

" Prove All Things

sion of the proper attitude of self-
‘carrection. Your approach to God's
Word should be completely positive!

“Acts 17:11: “These were more nable
than- those in Thessalorica, in that
they received the word with all readi-
ness of mind, and searched the scrip-
tures daily, whether - those things
were 40" —this was a positive atti-

" tude.
ing the Scriptures to prove Paul was
wrong. They* were not ncganve
angry, bitter. -,

‘So if you have heard somcmmé
about the Bible that you do not fully
understand, your approach in your
own personal Bible study should
Prove that it is so.

Notice | Thessalonlans 5:21
which s3ys “Prov& all things." This
_word *“'prove” is positive. That is the.
one main point of this particular
‘rule of Bible study But the word
itselfl means “to put to.the test.
There are proving grounds on which
“the medern automobiles manufac-
tured in Detroit are tested. In the
parable’ Jesus Christ uses {tegarding
the wedding supper, there is a ref-

| "erence to a man ‘who had just
bought five ‘yoke. 6f oxen. The
“excuse he gave for ngt coming to
the supper was that he wanted-to

This is the same Greek word as
used in I Thessalonians 5:21.
|1t meant he wanted to be excused
fram the wedding supper so that he
might take the oxen out to the field,
yoke them up, hook a plow bBehind
them and find out whether they
would be able to do what oxen are
supposed to be able to do. This is
basically what Paul is saying in 1
Thessalonians 5:21. . ,
For example, &od commaads us in
the book of Malachi to prove Him in

tithing. What He wants ts to do is

Ephesians. 5:25 as a weapon agai'nst. |
your husbarid. But each of you as -

This third rule is in a wayan exten- «

The example giveri by the Bereans in’

he Bereans were not search-.

»

“prove” these oxen (Luke 14:19). ]

¥
-

just as the principlé is throughout the
entire Bible—to do what He says to
do. *Bring ye all the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be meat

"in mine house,~and prove me [test

me] now_ herewith, siith the Lord of
| hosts, if I will not open you the

. windows of heaven, and pour you out

a blessing, that there shall not be

l room enough to receive it” (Malachi

. 3:10). This is a positive going for-
w:u‘d. a ﬁndmg out of what God docs

‘

Maké \no mistake about it. If the
i inspired by God through

it as ongmally writlen.
said, “The scriptur
cannot be b%:(cn" (John 10:35). Th§
Bible does not coritradict itself. -
So if you have difficulty in undér-4
s\anding any particular scripture—if
it , geems to say something different
from gnother scripture, you may just
.need to study further. Always re- -
member beyond any shadow of a
doubt the principle of rule four: that

God never contradicts Himself.

Thereforé, cither your understanding
of the particular scripture or the
translation that you are.reading is
incorregt or misunderstdod. :
The: very source of truth is God's
Word (John 17:17)—-and unless your
approach to it, your study of it, is .
from this: pointt of view you will gain
Slittle spiritual underslandmg from‘
it.
Let's notice an apparent cont )
diction appearing in Proverbs 26:475".
erse four readbe Answer not a fool
}wrdmg to his folly " Yet; the.very
lext verse: fells us: *Ansdver a fool
ccording to his folly.”
ctuglly, these two verses afe not
contradictory—but complementary!
The use of either verse—that is, its
principle applied to.a particular
use—depends on the set of circum- .
stances. Both these verses, contain
[gems of*wisdom thay each one of us’
“needs o learn to properly apply in
answenng other people’s questions.
*The-last ‘part of each verse holds
the key which unlocks the meaning of
these verses—and shows them to be

The PLAN TRUTH




" self—and, answer—the question;
" *What does the Bible say?” -

| “That which is born-of the fiesh 15 |

" in his own conceit.” In this case, if ]

“to apply Proverbs 26:4 and when to

“comes from the

“tion, a direct Lwis,tﬂ\icof a scripture

o R . e HA Y
practical, - usable "and wise princi-
ples. * C
Verse foyr reads: “Answer. not a
fool according to his ‘folly, legt thou

also be like unto him.” The last part - |:

of the Wyse holds the key: Don't .
degrade yourse]f by descending to his:
level in an ar§ument! Don’t haran-
gue—don't bite back,~don't trye to
“‘argue back™—with someone wig, is
obviously trying to stir coftentidn.
Verse 5 reads: “Answer a-~ fool,
according to his folly. lest he be wise K

you don’t answer" his .quéstion—if
you don’t accept his challenge—he ig
going to think himself o bg wise!
Time and circumstances are both
crucialt5 understanding these twin
proverbs. Remember; “To every
thing there is a season, and a time to

cvery,purpose undeg the heaven . ".a M

timé to keep silenée, and a time to *
speak” (Ecclesiastes 3:1, 7).

Both time and circutmstances
would indicate to the wise man when

apply Proverbs 26:5. Sometimes Je-
sub, in the Gospel accounts, answered
His. adversaries and sometimes He
did not. - ©
Theére is po contradiction! But
rather much wisdom in these two
verses. Wisdom we need to apply in
our daily lives. . L.
: .
What Does the Bible Say? ¢
Many ‘times o\{r misunderstanding
onfusion that this
‘world causes—fr misinterpreta-
to conform to false ddctrines.
“Woe unto them
good, and“good evil; thhi put dark-
ness for light, and light for darkness;
that put bitter for sweet,
for bitter! Woe unto them

Many who claim to be representa-
tives of God, .the interpreters of Hi
Ward, twist and wrest that Word t
their own destruction and the ‘de-
struction of their hearers.’

So always remembet to ask your-

~ John 3:6 is a good example of this.

Spirit s spirit.” This is a very clear
scripture,” explaining tthat flesh is
flesh and spirit is spirit. That's what
the Biblg says. e
Bomctimes you may have to fefer
to a reference work (which we: will
cover ‘aunder. a scparate rule) for
_scriptures suchyas I John S:7.
© Or perhaps a note in the margin
of your Bible or another translation
will help you understand a scripture
that seems to contradict what you
know 10 be the truth. Take the
exampje of Luke -17:20-21: “The
kingdom of God cometh not with
Jobservation: Neither shall they say,
Lo here! or, lo therg! for, behold,
‘the kingdom of God‘ is within you.”

__

Ofientimes people think .-

that the Bible is
contradicting itself when

- actually all it is doing is " |

supplementing itself..
»

+ : e . A .
Here, the Bible does say, “The King- -

domof God is withinyou.” But heré itis
the King James translation wHich says
this—not nectsarily God's exact
“Word. So, since it is ¥ clear il the
King James translation, other aids are
necessary to find out what it does say.
This lcads automatically to anoth-
er impdrtant rule of Bible study.

Check the Context

Context means, con—with,  text—..

text.*In order to check the context,
-you merely read the texts which
come with the text that is in question.
You read the texts before arid the
texts after. Inthis example of- Luke
17:21, you need te also ask‘yourself a
_number of questio rcgar(%n_g the
t

context. The text that.is with (con)
Luke 17:21, is Luke l7:)0.\"l'his verse

st before answers the\-question’

régarding verse 21, but in order to
answer that question you' must ask

flesh; alld th;\l which is born of the

self: if “the Kingdom of God is’
within you™—who is the “you” that
the Bible is referring to? In this ca:
verse 20 explains that it is the Phari
sees! Certainly you know that Jesus
Christ wasn't saying that the King-
dom of God is inside of Pharisees!

 Therefore, the con (with) text helps

you scc that therc must bc a mis-
translation in this particular verse.
And sure enough, when you check

- the margin of your Bible, you will

find that the word “within" should be
better translated “among”—refer-
ring to Jesus Mimself as a representa-
tive of God's Kingdom who was at
that time “among” the Pharisees!
(Further information on this subject
may be obtained by writing for Just

What Do You Mean—'"Kingdom of

God''?) .

In order to understand any scrip-
ture thoroughly, in its context, you
need topmsk yourself—and answer for
yoursef—all the following questions:

. What? When? Where? Why? Who? .

How? When you have answered
thege questions regarding any partic-
ulgetext. and you have read all of the ‘
accompanying texts, with the.text in,
question, you will have God's answer
to the problem.. .
Believe it or not, there are even lies

written in the Bible, and you have to '

be careful that you. ask. yourself
*exactly what the Bible says in the
entirety of the context of any one

- statement. The Bible.says, “Ye shall

not surely die” (Genesis 3:4). THhis is
a biblical statement! But'in order to
find out whether it's true or not you
have to find out who said it. In this
particular case, the same_verse
explains that Satan the devil said it,
but in order to find out whether it is
true or not (because sometimes even
Satan tells the truth), you have to go
back in the context until you come to

* Genesis.2:17 where the Creator God

is quoted as saying, “Thou shalt
surely die.”” Then you know what the
Bible, in its cntirety and in its truth,
does say! :
One particular hindrance in
chigcking the context is the very pres-
ence of chaptery; and verses. While
this. system of division is certainly
helpful in findipg biblical passages, it
can be mislcading. Take the division

between Mdtthew 16:28 and 17:1,

L
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for cx_afnple. In order to understand
Christ’s ¢nigmatic statement in the

last verse of chapter 16, you have to’

read all the way to verse 9 of chapter
17.<Yet, people tend td stop reading
at chapter breaks. Sometimes an
important key to understanding a
difficult scripture is just to continue
fcadmg beyond the chaptcr break.

Got All the Scrlpturot

,No one scripture can of itself, taken
out of context, be used to establish
“the=truth. “Knowing this first, that
no prophecy of the scripture is of any
private mtcrprcta(lon“ (I Peter
1:20).
God has put His Bible together in
a very unusual manner. He has writ-
ten it so that men could study it
intricately in its original languages,
“poring over its pages for their entire
lifetime—and yet never conte to a
knowledge of the truth. Many people
have tnemerized great sections of the
Bible and yet notccome to realize
what those sections mean. You must

take the whole Bible in its entire*
context, getting all of the scriptures

be,
edge of that particular subject from
God's point of view.

“Whom shall he teach knowledge?
and whom shall he make to under-
stand doctrine? them that are
weaned from' the milk, and drawn
from the breasts. For precept must be
upon precept, precept upon precept:
line upon line, line upon Iine; here a
little, and there a little...” (Isaiah
28:9-10). ’

v That is how thc converted mind is
to study the Bible. "Yet, when the
unconverted study God's Word a
little here and a little there, they are

- still not able to understand the mies-
sage of God's truth because they do

ing)hat Bible on any one subject,

not have - I-&ns Holy Spirit guiding |
them. That® Holy Spirit—the very |
mind and understanding of God—is -

the power that inspired those words
in the first place, and without that
Spirit to inspire the understanding,
the door to the Word of God remains
shut! (The Holy Spirit is given only
to those who obcy God— Acts 5:32)
Continuing from Raiah: *. . . But the
word of the Logge was unto them
[those who disobey] precept upon
_

‘that getting all of the scrip!

re you can come to the knowl-

precept, precept upon precept; line
upon line, line upon line; here a little,
and there a little; that they might go,
and fall backward, and be broken,
and snared, and taken™ (Isaiah

28:13) \

Oftentimes people think- that the
Bfble is contradicting itself when
actually all it is doing is supplement-
ing itself. A good example of this is
found in Matthew 27:37 as compared
to Luke 23:38. Here Matthew and
Luke appear to contradict one anoth-
er in their statements as to what was
written on the sign affixed to the
cross upon which Jesus Christ was
crucified. .

Now while you're going through
this article just take time to get your
Biblé and use this cxampleé!prove
es on
any one subject will give you God's
understanding on it. In. order to find
out what was written on that sign,
who yrote it, and how many lan-
guages it was written in, you will
need to put at leag four scriptures
together, not just two. Sb turn first to
Matthew 27:37, and write down what
the Bible says was written on that
sign. Then, go right on to Mark 15:26
and write beneath what you have
written what Mark says was written
on that sign. Then do the same with
Luke 23:38 and John 19:19. Put
them all togelyer and you will see
what was writfen on that sign.

If one of these scriptures were
left out you would not know that it
was Pilate who did the writing. If
two of these scriptures were left out,
you would not, know that the writ-
ing was originally donc in three
languages. These four bits of infor-
mation; each from a different au-
thor, supply us with a complete
record of what was written there
originally. No one scripture contra-
dicts the other—each only serves to
complement and round:out the
information of the other. .

Here is one important key in help—
ing you grasp this point: Two or more
Bible writers may approach the  same
subject from different angles.” One
writer miay follow a strict chronologi-
cal order. Another groups associated
ideas together. One may write a
detailed history. Another will omit

together in a manner in which they
appear to contradict another detailed
account. But always remember that

complement-—not’ contradict—each
L other.

Let the Bible Interpret
the Bible

“* S

So many people write in"and com-
ment how much they enjoy Mr. Arm-
strong’s interpretation of the Bible.
Time and again you will hear Mr.
Armstrong explain to the television
and radio audience that it'is not his ’
interpretation that is being heard,
but.only plain biblical truth!

ple to live by in this rule of Bible

every man a liar.” .

The book of Revelationshas Iong
been an enigma to the people of the
world. God says it is a book of
revelation. THE WORLD_SAYS it is a
book of hidden mystery. People have
come up with many weird interpreta-
tions for the book of Revelation—yet
the book of Revelation is vivid in its
own clear dcsdnpuon and needs no
interpretation. -

Take the case of_the seven golden
candlesticks that John saw in Revela-
tion 1. You don't have to wonder
what these seven golden candlesticks
are—all you have to do is read on
until you come, in the context, o
verse 20; and that verse tells you '
plainly that the seven candlesticks
are the seven churches. In verse 16 it

* statep that John saw seven stars in
the Rand of the Son of man. There is
no to go into great cloquent
illustratioms of what the seven stars
are, because again verse 20 reveals
the plam Bnble truth—no mterpreta
tioh necessary—that the seven stars
arc-the angels of the seven churches.
And so it goes through the rest of the
Bible.” .

All you have todo is be pancn( and
scarch God’s Word and you will

the muddled questions of mankind.
Don't Put Vague Scriptures First
Perhaps a better general statement of

some events. Sull anothcr will com-

{:t another rule of Bible study would
Never’ establish a doctrine hba

these.accounts of the same event(s) -

study: “...Let God be true, but"

press a group of minor evénts

Romans 3:4 is-a good clearprinci-

come up with God's clear answers to -

/
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vague or difficult-to-be- understood
scripture.
Too many people assume that the
. visioh which Peter. had regarding the
"+ unclean beasts lowered. to him on a
“sheet affirms that God “‘cleansed”
; unclean meat. Because they take out
'« of context a verse, unclear of itself,
that says, “What God hath cleansed,
that call not thou common™ (Acts

10:15). However; all they rieed to do-

is read on*two more verses-and verse
17 very plainly says that Peter him-
self doubted what the vision meant
when he saw it. He didn't jullp to
any conclusions. Further reading in
the same chapter will explain what
Peter f”nally came to understand
about the vision. Read versc 28:
*“God hath showed me {by means of
this vision] that / should not call any
MAN common or unclean.” 3
When studying any one particular
biblical subject or dottrine, begin
. with the plainer scriptures. Resérve
the more abscure ones until you have
more knowledge. Realize that some
scriptures—if taken by themsglves
and odut of context—can be made tq
say more than gne thing. This is why
it is important to observe a previous
rule: Study all the scriptures on any
one subject to get at the truth. But,
_always begin with plain, clear scrip-
‘tures.
When studying the Jaw and the
T%n ‘Commandments, kccp these
clear and plain scriptures in mind: 1
John 3:4; 2:4; 5:2; 3; Matthew 5:17;
19:17. These scriptures’ cannot be
- twisted to say that God's law and
*commandments are abolished and no
longer need to be obeyed.
If heaven and hell is the subject;
* begin with such @riptures as John
3:13 and Acts 2:34. Then understand
John 14:2 and Luke 16 in the light of
John 3:13 and Acts 2:34. About the
‘soul: Genesis 2:7, Psalms 146:4 -and

Ecclesiastes 9.5 are clear and plain,,
Mattbhew 10:28, on the othes.hand, is..

vague and obscure. Any such-scrip-
ture-must be understood in the light
of the plainer ones. -

Use Several Tranglations

- In Matthew 27:46 Jesus Christ,
while hanging on the cross before He
died, the Aramaic translation of
the first verse of Psalms 22. Even

though the prjginal Word of God was
" inspired irv the Hebrew or the Greek
(some pagrons of the books of Daniel
and Ezra,were inspired in Aramaic), -
God has allowed it to be translated
into nearly every language spoken by
mankind. If we were going to ‘be
particular about which language we
used or which translation, then we
would all have td learn Hebrew and

original languages.

The King James Version was
translated about 370 years ago. In
the time since, the English language
has undergone many changes. Some-
fimes those texts which are vague
and unclear in the King James can be

"ee N

All you have to do is be-

" patient and séarch God's

Word and you will come
up with God's clear

questions of mankind.
” |

cleared up ver); easily by just reading

the Revised Standard Version.

is regarding italics. This word italic
is written in italics. Words that look
like this in your King James Version
are not in the original languages but
are supplied by the translgtors. So

sion-where you notice words in italics
they are supplied to help you under-
stand the meaning of the sentence.
However, the translators did not
always supply the words correctly. So
~ some few of these words in italics are

hinder, your understanding.
On the other hand, not all of the

,/worda which are supplied by the
tr

anslators are in italics. Take | John°
5:7 for instance, where the reference
ta three who bear witness in heaven is
a completely erroncous reference

‘| inserted by a monk-copyist in the

Greek and study the Bible in its-

answers to the muddled

a more modern translation such as |

There is one thing to note about |
the King James translation, and tiat 4

everywhere in'the King James Ver- -

incorrect and do not help, but rather’

Middle Ages. The fact is, this partic-
ular verse appears only i in. the King
James Version.

Often these difficulties will be
cleared up by merely reading more
than one translation.*Any questions
arising after a thorough reading
through several translations of any
one verse will be relatively few, and
can usually be handled by studying
further in Bible helps.

If there are Words that you have
difficulty in understanding, remem-
ber not only to look them up in an
English_dictionary such as Web- -
ster’s, but if possible in a Bible’
dictionary or in a concordance so that
you can see what the meaning of the
word in the original is. Sometimes
people - will look up a word in
modern dictionary and find a definj-
tion that is not 4t all the sense of the
word as used ir® the King Jam,
Vcrsion. Take for example the word’

*“‘conversation” in I Peter 3, Conver-
sation for us today means talklng"
between two people. A dictionary
will-give this definition. However, in
the time of King James, this particu-
lar word meant the entire conduct of
a person, and that is the usual mean-

(ing in the Bible of this word.

Another good example is the word
“iprevent.” Its-usual biblic\l meaning
is to precede or 8o befoke, but it -
means © hinder in-modtrn-day
English. Therefore | Thessalonians

4:15 should be. corrected to read:

. We whi¢h are alige and remain
unto the coming’of the Lord shall not
precede [prevent] them which\arc
aslecp

Often a more modern translation
such as the Revised Standard Ver-
sion will also clear up many of these -
word problems. In ‘ordes to under-
stand certain biblical expressions,
then, you need to” understand the.
meaning in a modern dictionary.

But this leads to our next rule.

Don't Establish Doctrine With
“‘Blble Helps"

No Bible help is the final authority -
on doctrine. They are, at best,
helps—nothing more. .

A good Bible handbook —Halley's,
for example—can be helpful for.*
charts and tables. King lists, chrono- .
logical data, and miscellancous infor-~




mation are contained in these hand-
. books. The primary function of a
*' Bible .handbook would be to help
organize your Bible study.
Concordafces list passages where

~words are used. They are invaluable

-in locating scripturf:f that deal witha
‘specific subject

Commentancs are ifdterpretive by -

nature ‘and so must be used with
great cautiom The bias of the authors

- must be taken into consideration.

- Some art conservative or fundamen-

.

talist, others are liberal or critical.
Before purchasing a set of commen-
faries, it is best t@ get some idea of
the author’s position. No tommenta-
ry should be used ‘to establish *“the
truth.” At best, a commentary may
help break open some meaning or
insight' that has been obscure. At
worst they «can lead you down the
garden path intd complete error. Use
commentaries judiciously.

A good Bible dictionary is invalu-
able for historical information about
prevallmg biblical cultures, geogra-
phy, flora and fauna, customs, etc.
There.are many on the market, and
most have some value.

A Bible*atlas can be of great help
in understanding: the geography and
the logistics of biblical places and
events. ‘ ‘

If you have some knowledge of
Greek or Hebrew ydu will find lexi-
cons of those biblical languages enor-
mously helpful. The recommended
Greek lexicon 1s Bauer, Arndt-Gin-
grich. For Hebrew, Brown, Driver
and Briggs is best. These are both

“authoritative and expensive. And you

have to understand the Hebrew and
Greek alphabets.in order to use them
¢flecuvely (though separate English
rndexes are available for both of
them). Most lay people will find
these somewhatadvanced andproba-
bly unncusmr)\

Again, no Bible help 1s the hﬂdll

authority for doctring. Every source
of information must\ be compared
and weighed Each has us rightful
place in the enrichment of personal
Bible study, but all must be used with
caution and judgment.

If you apply these rules diligently,
youy Bible study will take on new life

and it will becpme more ntercsting .

and rewarding. 0

N /

. quoted passage:

Murder?

{Continued from pag? 9)

that knowledge, that God is, indeed,

drawing them. .

The Ministry of Reconclliation

~God is even now beginning the pro-

cess of reconciling the world to Him-
self in Christ. And it is very much a
part of the message of the Worldwide
Church of God 10 proclaim that God
is so doing. As Paul wrote to the
Corinthiais: “Now all these things
are from God, who reconciled us to
Himself through Christ, and gave us

the ministry of reconciliation, name-_

ly, that God was in Christ reconciling
the world to Himself, not counting
their trespasses against them, and He
has committed to us the word of
reconciliation. Therefore we are am-

bassadors for Christ, as though God '

were entreating through us, . (11
Corinthians 5:18- 20)

* God draws us, calls us Ry His
Spirit, exposes us to truth, and then
waits for pur response. That's why
Paul said in the rest of the above
behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God. He mgde Him who knew no sin
to be sin_on our behalf ..." (verses
20-21).

Reconciliation, and the salvation
which follows, is not automatic. God
expects those few whoare now called
to respond by positive action. Those,.
who are called must answer that
call -

Each of us has bccn convicted of
sin by the Word of God. Each of us is
guilty of the death of Jesus Christ—
of His murder.

But cach of us can be reconciled o

God and saved from the penalty of |
“eternal. death through - Jesus

Christ

Reco ded Readi

HBe sute 10 request the tolowng free
blerature -
Does te BioleMuach Jwversal Saa-
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TAKE ATEST.
WHAT IS
“CONVERSION"?.

A. an Intense emotion

8. joining a church or oroanlutkm
C. suddenly bocomlng uvod

D. an Intellect

E. lving a perfect lite

ANSWHER:
None of the above. Conversion
begins when a Christian recelves
God's Holy Spirit (F‘omuu a:9). But
it is also a p
and n'owth

-

Conversion_is a much
misunderstood subject —even '
among protessing Christians. We
offer a briet booklet that quotes

« Aumerous scriptures making plain
the God-ordsined purpose of
convarsion.

Repentance, baptism, sin, desth, -
¢ and the hereafter are covered in
detait. Request yowr tree copy
today.

>
“For as many as ard loa
by the Spirit of God, they ~ °
are the sons of God''
{Rom. 8:14). '
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Food

(Continued from page 1 7)

sheet contained “all manner of four-
footed beasts of the carth, and wild
beasts, and creeping things, and fowls
of theair™ (verse 12).

Notice this carefully. This sheet
.contained every type of animal imag-
inable, including wild animals——

ions, tigers, "hyenas, monkeys,
skunks. And creeping things

snakes and lizards, vermin and
spiders. And fowl like vultures dnd
crows and cagles!

Peter was shocked by the sight of
all these creatures. Then, of all
things, God commanded Peter to kill
and eat of these creatures! What did
| Peter say? -

“Not so, lLord; for | have never
caten anything that is common or

clean” (verse 14) .
JS,Pc(cr had lived day and night withs
Jesus for over three years. He cer-
tainly undédrstood from Jesus™ teach-
ing that there were some creatures
which are \lmply not fit for human
food. That is why when this vision
came ten vears aftér the rituals and
‘| ceremonies were abolished at the
cross, Peter refused to eat. He knew
that God's law of clean and unclean
meats was still in full force and
effect! .

Now notice what the voice from
heaven told Peter when he refused to
cat: “What God hath cleansed, that
call not thou common™ (verse 15). It
does not'say that what God cleansed
were these revolting unclean reptiles,
fowl and wild animals. It does say
that what God cleansed is. not fo be.
called common! Byt what did God

clearfie? . LU

What God Really Cloanyod

n this vision which Beter saw, .the

imes,
p-into

voice from heaven spoke thre
then the sheet was received

| heaven ttgain. And “what did' Peter

do? “Peter doubted in himself what

this vision which he had scen should .
mean” (verse 17). He did not imme-
diately assumg like so many paople
that God suddenly changed His laws
ter years after the crucifixion! .-

. Now notice what happ®ned!
“While Peter thought on the vision,
the Spirit said unto him, Behold,
three men seck thee. Arise therefore,

February 1980

and get thee down, and go with them,
doubting nothing: for | have sent
them™ (verses 19-20).

" The voice from heaven in the

“{ vision spoke unto Peter three times

because three Gentile men—two ser-
vants and, a soldier (verse 7)—were
at that moment on their way to see
him. Peter went with them to see
Cornelius. This is whenPeter under-.
stood: the vision' He confessed in
verse 28 ... God hath shewed me
that | should not call any man com-
mon or unclean.”

“What God cleansed” were not
those unclean animals, byt those
Gentile men, formerly regarded as
unclean by the Jewish people:

& hose unclean animals jn Peter's
vision were. used to symbolize the
Gentile races of men. The Jewish
people had- been forbidden to asso-
ciate with them because of their
abominable practices, But now this
wall of spiritual separation had been
broken dowh and salvation. was
extended to the Gentiles. Peter final-
ly realized that this was the meaning
of the vision and said, “*Of a truth [
perceive that God is no respecter of*
persons: but in every nation he that
feareth him, and worketh righteous-
_ness, is accepted with htm (verses
34-35).

Yes, to be accepted wnth God we
must fear Him and work righteoys-
ness. What is righteousness? .. T All
thy commandmeqts are righteous-
ness” (Psalms 119:17%). And among
those commandments are the laws
Which tell us which kinds of flesh_ are

. c,ean and which are unclean!

Would You Eat Skunks and Rate?

"But s suppose God had’beep trying to
tell Petdy Zangd us-

“shéet (hal was let down in vision,

Would you ea(whoac "‘lrccmng_
. lhmgs -

- lizafdst. snukes,” spiders?
Wou!d»you cat skunks-and “hysnas?
Of “course, you wuusdn (L ‘N

Because you havee yogr own law of
chean “and un-

(.ommun Sénse lclh ) that God - -
| did notintend for. us to cat evely

‘creature. But we just aréi’t willingtd

fet: LQur Creator tell us which meats -

will give us lasting health and
strength, and wliich ones are inju-

rious to ourbodies, and will eventual-

-

-devils™

--that he should -
€at alblhc things. Lonlalﬂcd LY

ly bring on more sickness and .dis-
casc. It is time we let God tell us
what is clean and what is uncledn
instead of using our faulty human
reason!,

Somé people, “however, still want

'| to argue with God. One text they will

bring p is found in | T!mothy 4:1-5.

Read it carefully. o

- Notice that -these *‘doctrines of
include “commanding to ab-
stain from reats which God hath;
created to bc received with tha ks~
giving. . “By whom? “Of them
which bclicvc and know the truth.”
What is -truth? Christ said, “Thy
word is truth” (John 17:17). Then
the Bible itself reveals the truth/
concerning whicl medts are good for’
food. We should not refusc to cat any
food which, according to truth, God
created to be eaten with thanksgiv-
ing. But this does not mean that all
meats are healthful and fit fol‘ the
human body. :

.Notice that the false doctrine is

commanding to abstain from meats
which are thankfully received by
those who pelieve and know the truth
—who knoy God's Word. But God's
Word—the Holy Bible—tells us that.
there are some meatd which are

*“unclean,” and are not to bc received
with thanksgiving!

Now, ¢onsider what verses 4 and S,
tell us! 'For every,creature of God is
good, and nothing to be refused. if it
be recewcd with thamksgiving: for it

18 xanm/ied by the word of God and
What daes it mcan to_be -

prayer.
SANCTIFIED by the Word of God and
prayer? . s

“Sanctify” is a word meanming to
make holy, or set apart for a nght usc
or purpose to set apart as fit for
human food. ) '
* Now which meats has God sancti-
fied for human food™ The only pas-
sages 1n all the @ible showing which

| meats®God sanctified are found inty,
| Leviticus 11 and I)cutcrg)non)y 14,

Here you find that it is the “glean™

. —hcalthful -~ meats which are good--

for -food. These are the only mealts
that can be received with thanksgiv-
ing and pmyu' .

There is not a single scrigrure
showing that God ever set apart as fit
for food any unclcan creatures

| —snails, oysters, clams, sriakes, octo-

puscs, ecls, horses, rabbits, or swine!
Yet people-cat these creatures with-

.

-

o
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dut realizing the harm they are doing
to their bodics.

Paul. Instructs Vegetarians

Paul's letter to thc saints at Romeis
often qupted as supposcd proof that
any kind of flesh food is good to eat.
But is this what Paul really taught?

Turn to ihe beginning of the 14th

chapter of Romans. Notice what_the -

apostle is writing: “‘Him that is weak
in the faith receive ye™-—don't dis-
pute with him and sit in judgment ©n
him because of his weak understand-
ing of tha faith. Paul continues: **For
onc belicveth that he may cat all
things, another who is weak, eateth
herbs (vegetables only]™ ‘(Romans
14:1-2).

Of whom i$ Paul writing? Of those
who were vegetarians, as well as
those whd believed in eating both
flesh foods and vegetables.

Paul was confronted with the same
problem that we encounter today in
carrying the gospel to tive world. You
would be surprised at the number of
people who do not eat meat or even
any animal products—milk, butter,
1 cheese, eggs. Some. have meatless
days or days on which they will eat
fish only. These are all people who,
becausd they. are weak-in the faith,
abstain from those clean

in His Word for man’s phjysi
ishment,

tended that all unclean animals had
now been cleansed by God—the
‘common false assumption of today
—but™the real issue, according to
verse two, was over the vegetarian
belief held by some that no meats
whatsocver should be caten.

Paul was straightening out the
brethren on this matter, telling-them
that none of those clean meats which
had been created by God to be
received with thanksgiving should be
refused. He polmcd out to them,
however, that it would be wrong for
| the vegetarians to eat meat if they
had doubts about it, thereby defiling
their weak consciences. For he wrote:

. Happy is he that condemneth
not himself in that thing which he
alloweth. And he that doubtcth is
‘damned if he cat, because he eateth .
not of faith: for whatsoever is not of
-{aith is sin” (verses 22-23).

36

“‘common’’

t - T
,f“_/c must follow what God has
rch‘;’lx:)d to us to be right altording to
the Word of God. This does not m¢an
that our consciendes always tell us

| what is right—not at all. We have to

cdntinualty study to learn what is
right and wrong. But God thinks-
more highly of a vegetarian who
might sincerely and conscicntiously
deny himself the clean meats, be-
cause he does not know the full truth,
thagr He does a person who would.do
the right thing according to the let-
ter. but who really believes in his
heart that he is doing wrang. -

So “to him”—the végetarian
—*"“that esteemeth anything 1o be
common, to him"—the vegetarian —
“itis commeon.” That is, it sgems so to
him. But it is not comimon i fact, nor

] 10 us, for we know that ail clean meats

are good for food. That is why Paul
wrote: “1 know, and am persuaded by

the Lord Jesus, that there is nothmg *

common of itself”” (verse 14).

Notice that in this verse Paul used, -
according to the margin of the King
James Versian, the Greek word for”
“common,” not the Greek word for
“unclean.” WHy?

“éommdn" Does Not Mean
"Unclnn"

Manv. havesCarelessly assu d that
Pauf is writing about unclean meats
in this 14th chapier of Romans. He is,
‘notwdHe is writing about the differ”
ence between vegetarians who regard
that clean ‘meats are common, and
those. who know that clean meats are

-
of themselves not common.

In the Greek therg are two differ-
ent words used which are often care-
lessly translated “unclean™ or “com-
mon.” Noti€e that in Acts 10:14 both
of these words arc used. The Bible
does not repeat “itself foolishly.
Therefore these -two words mean

J| entirely ditferent things.

The Greek word fot “*unclean” is
akarthatos. It means “unclean and
unpurc by nature.” The Greek word
for “tommon’ is koinos, which
means "pollulcd through external
misuse.”” (See any of the Greek-
English lexicons.)

Paul used the Greek word for
throughout Romans
14:14. He'did not use the Greek word
for “uncléan.” In other words, Paul
knew that no clean foods whlch God
has sanctified are by nature polluted,

4
\

1 him,™

gave us to eat are clean,-

. meat at

but vegetarians who were weak in the

faith—weak in understanding God's
Word—tlought meats should not be -
caten. To such a vegetarian—*to
not te olhch* :that meat -
seemed 10 be pollulcd "His con-
science defiled the meat for him; he
would become upset if he were to-cat, |
micat. But that docs not make the

‘meat .polluted in fact or for every- .

body ¢lse.

Notice Paul’s coficlusion: “For
mecat destroy not the work of God.
All things indeed are pure”---that is,
all things that God sanctified and
“but at' s
evil for that man who cateth with
effense. It is good neitlier-to eat flesh,
nor to drink wine, nor anylhmg

‘| whereby thy brother stumbleth .
| (verses 20 and 21).

Paul is not recommending cating
unclean meats! Quite the Oppoule
He is rccqglmcndmg not eating any
i Me #ewncu of a

vegetlarian bro{hcs if he isoffended!

S
When ¢ "cum'ﬂiutﬁc‘ammn“?
Thé only circumstance in which

clean meats are ever *commbn “or

pollutéd is when the clean animals
have died of themselfes or when the
Bloed has not been properly-drained.
That is why the apostles and elders

‘who gathéred at Jerusalern foMh&dE

the use of meat front strangled ani-
mals and wneat ‘with the blood in it

:} (Acts 15:20). This is New Tesmmcnt

teaching for today! -~
Such animal flesh was called
*“common'* because it could be given
to strangers or alicas in Old Testa-
ment timegf those people wanted to
eat it. They were the common ahd”
polluted people—the Gentiles—not
ic chosen and clecan people, lIsrael
(Deuteronomy 14:21).
" in New Testament times, clean

‘| meat offered to idols was prohibited

if it had been polluted by, strangula-

‘1 tion or if the blood were remaining in .

it. Otherwise the meat was permitted
to be ¢aten if it did not. offend
anyane.

Paul devoted the entire 8th and'
10th chapters of 1 Corinthians -to
instructions on not raising the ques-
tion of meats offered to idols. “*But if
any man say unto you, This is offered
in sacrifice unto idols, ¢at not for his
sake that shewed it, and for con-

| science sake™ (1 Corinthjans 10:28).

The PLAIN TRUTH
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In otlitr words, if clean meats offered
to idols were not polluted, you could
cat of them unless it offended some-
one. Under those circumstances the
. meat became common, not to you,
| but_to the other person who raised
the question about idols. Notice:
“Conscience, | say, not thine own,
but of the ather™ (verse 29).

That is' why Paul said in Romans,

“But to him that esteemeth any th,lng
to be common [margin], to him it'is
.common” (Romans 14:14)

ﬁrophocy for the Future

What does the Bible say the people
{ would be doing today? Notice: They
that eat “swine’s flesh”—that is
what most people are doing today—.
“and the ahomination, and the
mouse,. shall . be consumed to-
gether”—in the wrath of God—

“saith the¢ Lord™ {Isaiah 66: 17).

This is the fate of those who lust after
the foods which God forbids us to eat
because those meats will harm us. This .
is the fate of those “whose God is their
belly” ¢Philippians 3:19).

Isit any wonder today, that with all -
our scientific knowledge, we have
more doctor bills, more sickness than
ever before in the history of the world?
It“is time we returned to God and
began_ Jo
Creatdr. He made us ows what'
our bodies were made (o utilize. as ~

 Food, healthfull fodds™He'set theTaiis *

in motion rcgulatmg clean and
unclean meats. It is time we began to
obey them as- Jesug, and the apostles
did!

God forblds also the eating of
agimal fat, or blood (Leviticus 3:17;
7:23-27). Butter, alive oil, and some
*] vegetable oils and shortenings are
acceptable, but animal fat should be
cut off" before ¢ating meat. Cheaper
hamburger is npt good because it is
mixed with much fat. Lard should
never be used.- These things will
wreck any stomach in time.

What About Fish and Fowi?

) The Bible itself defines which sea life

is good food: “Whatsoever hath fins
and scales in ‘the waters, in the seas,
and in the rivers, them shall ye eat”
(Leviticus 11:9). In verse 10 it is
further clarified: “And all that have
not fins AND scales in the
seas . . . they shall be an abomination
unto you.
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scales?™ is the’ question asked by
many readers.

First, let us name the commonly
known unclean fish-—these are scale-

| less fish—which arg not fit for food:

catfish, ecls, paddlefish, sculpins,
sticklebacks and sturgeons.

" These fish do not have true scales.
L Together with these creatures are

human consumption: abalone, clams,
crabs, lobsters, oysters, scallops,
shrimp, whale.

The most important yclean fish—
“having both scales and fins—are:
albacore, anchovy, barraCuda, bass,
[ blackfish, bowfin, buffalo, carp,
characin, cod, croaker, darter, floun-
der, gaby, grayling, haddock, hali-
but, herring, jack, mackerel, min-
aow, mooneye, mullet, needlefish,
‘perch, pike, salmon, sardine, shad,
silverside, smelt, snapper, sole, suck-
er, sunfish, surf fish, tarpon, trout,
tuna; weakfish, whitefish. 1f any
question arises, consult such books as

Ray Schrenkeisen, which may be

‘| f8und in public libraries. .

Some people, who are not compe-
tent to judge fish, have thought cer-
tain of these clean fish were without
spales.: bmlm,m. not true. One point
to femember is that many fish have
L very small or minute scales near the

such fish are clean and fit for food.

The second part of the question
concerns fowl. Which birds are fit for
human consumption? The answer is
found in Leviticus 11:13-19"and Dcu
teronomy 14:11-20.

Each of these sectioms lists specnﬁc
varieties of birds ungl for human
consumptipn. No clean bigds are

birds are| lsted out of thdusands
found the World over. These unclean
birds illustrate the characteristics of
all aunclean birds. They fall into
types, each of which is unclean “after
its kind.” The question is, how do
these unclean bitds differ from those
“Known to be clean or fit for human
cdasumpuon" The characteristics of
cleat fowl are, of course, determined
by the dove and the pigeon (Luke
2:24 and Leviticus 1:14-17) which
were anciently used for sacrifice.

By comparing the differences be-

tween these clean birds and those

r

4

SBut whxch ﬁsh have both fins and'

othet forms of sea life unfit - for

paedia under “Poultry,”

Field Book of Freshwater Fishes by -

liegd and the tail fin." In either case, .

listed. omy about two dozen unclean -

A\,

\

listed as unclean,,we can arrive at the
followingk{x characteristics of clean
birds: 1) they must not be birds of
prey; 2) they catch food thrown to
them in the aﬁ'\ but they bring it to
the ground, where they divide it with
their bills, if posslblc. before caung
it; whereas unclean birds devour it in
the air, or press'it with one foot to the
ground and tear it with their bills; 3)
they must have an elongated middle
front toe and a hind toe; 4) they must
spread their toes so that three front
toes are on one side of a perch and
the hind toe on the other side; 5) they
must have craws or crops; 6) they
must have a gizzard with a double
lining which can easily be separated.
(Consult articles in Jewish Encyclo-
and “Clean
and-Unclean Animals.™)

‘#Clean birds have all these charac-

‘teristics; unclean birds lack one or
‘more of these characteristics. If a

bird lacks any one of these character-
istics, it is unclean.

Besides the pigeon and dove, the '
folowing birds are clean. chicken,
pheasant, quail, partridge, grouse,
turkey, all song birds, ducks and
geese.

Unclean birds not listed specifical-
ly in the Bible are roadrunners,
woodpeckers and the parrot family
(which divide their toes so that two
are on either side of a perch), aquatic
and wading birds and gulls which
have no crops or craws, no double °

| lining of gizzards, and often no hind

toe or no elongated middle front
toe.

. It may not’ be spiritual sin to eat
biblically unclean foods. Yet, if one
deliberately does it out of lust of

appetite, that breaks the tenth com-

mand and becomes sin. Budt in all
events wrong food injures the body,
which is the temple of the Holy

Spirit. It defiles the Boov if not the
man, and if we continue to defile our -

bodies God will destroy us (I Corin-
thians 3:17). O .

ADDITIONAL READING

(4

And now you should read the toowng .
free booklets

What Do You Mesn . Savation?

The Saven Laws of Rackant Health

Why Were You Born?

Comung—A New Age!

To oblan yous. copies, simply write to
our ofice nearest you (see adttossos on
nsde front cover).
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Personal from..,
4 - (Continued from page 1)

zines and newspapers were devoted
to’ writing, advcrhsmg copy. | "had
K jearned well a ‘basic principle that
g i would apply also to The Plain Truth-
« The writér of articles must- know
what the reader is interested in and
T his attitude—how - he thinks about
the subject. yeu are writing about.
You must approach the reader from

his point of view.
In my advertising years Thad made

: ' numerous surveys to-sample public

. opinion and consumer attitude toward
| " the product or service being adver-
. tised. I knew the general reading
: .public was not interested in the things

. spiritually.

; itself with physical and material inter-

ests. The reading public, | knew, was

interested in news, human experience

incidents, sports, games, entertain-

ment. Television program managers

today know the public likes to sce
violence, ez(ciling incidents and sex.

of God. The' world does nat think -
‘The worldly mind fills'

-

TN ‘

My job, in ‘my new magazine,
.would be to 1) gain attention,
' 2) arouse interest and 3) create suf-
ficient suspense in the article head-
lines offirst paragraphs to retain the

‘interest in things biblical and spm- :

- tual.
That meant ‘a magazine. much

I knew I would have to
rely on God to make
pos‘szble this “mission’

R zmposslble.
) b b

more difficult to produce articles fok
than the popular magazines of mass
circulation. And yet I actually as-
pired—back in 1927—to produce a
magazine of MASS CIRCULATION! But
I knew by then I would have to rely
on God to makc possnblc this “nlls-
SION IMPOSSIBLE.” =~

But this whole Work, ‘which did
not-get going for seven years—until
January, 1934-—started ht,crally
from’ NOTHING—CXCept FAITH, -thiat
is! And yoy are holding in your ?ands
now, as you read, the result of:that
FAITH—the mass-circulation Plain
Truth, which has neared THREE MIL-
LION COPIES monthly in five lan-
guages, circulated around the
world—without subscription-price
revenue and without paid advertis-
ng!

It has taken FAITH, perseverance,

courage, hard work. We¢ have en-
" dured persecution and momentous
opposition.

But something - REALLY GOOD has
been produced in a world filled with
evils where there s littl¢ Goop!

It is uniquely a FIRsT:—something

never~done before! It brings you

a gold mine of TRUTH! It makes
that truth pLAaIN! It gives you
UNDERSTANDING of the basxc truths
of life! . = .

So, to you, our wonderful famlly of
readers,

|| WHERE IS GOD'S TRUE CHURCH TODAY?

I say gratcfully—HAPeEY.
-ANNIVERSARY!

Jesus said, *l will build my churchl" “But does
Jesus Christ have many different church denomi-
nations doing His Work? Is Christ divided? How,
when, and where did today's religious babylon of
muiltiple denominations get started? And how
does one recognize the true Church? Our free
booklet. This Is the Worldwide Church of God

answers ihese questions. We thmk you'll find. it
most enlightening. To request your’copy. write to’
The Plain Truth at the address - g s ;
== is 18 The

& \WORLDWIDE
CHURCH QF GOD

nearest you. (See inside front
cover for.addrésses, worldwide.)
Your copy will be seitt as soon
as,wg recpwe vour request

« B i
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Th@ge w:ll ﬁnaIIy came .in our time, a tremendous single world power, wzth polmca’
" anJ mlhtary r‘ule over all natzons—no military poWer tolchallenge it.

CHINATRIP

(Contmued from page 4).

whlch I. was ‘introduced. by Mr.
Y\amashua "a semior member. of the

7 Japanese Dlet,_\hose ‘daughter .

. studied a year at Ambassador; Ras-
adena - -campus—he is the senior

". mcmber of my *“Japanese sons.” ‘All

C speeches were made with an inter- -

-

- -(orlcnlad country, I did not

W

‘

preu:r This mlcrpretcr by the way,
* is"a professor of English )
at’the university. -
I followed. My 4ddress
was tapcd and - wired lhc,
~ same evening to Pdeand,

. s0 many have heard it in
thc United States. a
T Of couyc’ wheré there
“must JB€ ‘an interpréter,
1heté are two.microphones,:
and the speaker can’ say.
only a’ senlence or two,
then must pduse ‘while the .
lmerpreler repcats it in
* Chinese.  + ~
But, athugh ina com-‘
munist.and atheistic-

-use Bible fanguage, | did
* get ovér 1o them the: Gos-
PEL OF.THE KINGDOM OF
~Guo, announcing the com-
"ing ONE-WORLD GOVERN-
MENT O Gou Instead of -
the word God, which ringht
,-sound’ hostile to them, 1
.s.quc of the “lugiseen .
Strong Hard from somepl‘lce that
will intervene and bring WORLD
PEACE.

The mcssagc was well received.. 1 .
heard Sxprcmons saying'l had given’
~ ther "much to think about.”

Hall, the official government build-
ing, tikat ‘was the size of -a U.S.
*football field. Most of those present
understood English, so I spoke with-
,out an interpreter. Again I gave them’
the. “Goop. NEws of the comimg
Kingdom of God"—perhaps in even

_ ‘stronger and more plain {anguage.
Agam it was _more than well re- -

ceivi .
A ll is |mp0rtanl to understand I was

VICE-MINISTER ot Education and Pras-
ident of the Chinése Edacanq Soc:ary

greéats Herbert W. Armsrro g in the

State House.

speaking to officials from 76 GTHER

Tuesday- we made an carly start * nations this night. Many of the ban-

and wer€ driven to the GREAT \VA\LL
of China—surely one of the “seven
.wonders-of .the world™ in terms of
man-fbulk('wondel_;s‘ The wall is aboyt
3,600 miles long, and on top is wide
enough for a two-lane highway.

quets and dinner$ of. the pasy 10 years
have afforded me the Qpportumty to
speak to. official representalives of
many nations. There were aibassa-
dors representing 19 countries at a
luncheon in Ethiapia‘a fcw years

Tucsday night was a banquet with - ago.

ambassadors representing 76. na- -
tuons. and many wives, beside Chi- -

nese officials and wives. It was this

When the prophecy saya “And
this gospel of he kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a ‘wit-

dlmng room,_ in the Peoples Great .. ness-unto all nations’” (Matthew

24:14), it does not n(:ccssanly mean

- IN al} nations. Much of that proph-~

ecy was fulfilled on December 4,
when the Goop NEWS of the KiNg-
DOM was praclaimed 10 official repre-
sentatives of 76 natidns! This in-
cluded nations from Africa, Europe,

. Asia, South America—pretty well

spreading out to all the earth!

. [will pot recount here what I said”
that night, since it was taped, and

thoydands of our geaders
will have heard it beforé
- .+you read it here. /C

But INo try to expldin
that 1 am an ambassadar
for world peace—that 1
talk_with many heads of
governments—that they
all have- greater problems
to face than any man can
solve—that, meanwhile. |
am. trying to assist and
HELP toward more peace-

N

tions are beyond human
- ability® ta ‘handle and that
. 'the “‘unseen Strong *Hand
from someplace™ (and they
all know very well 1 mean

‘vene to bring .us REAL
WORI'D PEACE AND ETER-
NAL SALVATION. AT LAST! |
. Just another .word here
. about the Great Wall of
China. It 13 longer than the
dlstancc from Los Angeles, \Calif.,-to
New York——longer than the distance,

Although-l had seen pictures of it, 1t

.had not realized that it continues up
_and-dowp over mouniain tops. It was
s built in its ‘entirety by hand labor— °

probably countless thousands of men.
And it was hundreds of years in

building. Apparently it was built 1o
keep out the nomads’ from’ the,
.north. )

chnesday. Dec. 5, as alrcady
covcwd was a buayday At 9 am.,
weleft for the national, library. T,y\en
on $6.the Forbidden. City, the watied
city within the city, former <capital,

palaces and gesidences of the emipie-

February 1960
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Gop) will have to inter-

N

ful relations between na-
tions NOW, but that solu-

- across the entire United States.
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rors. Then a luncheoh, with about

three large round tables filled.
. But ‘at- 4 o'clock that afterrioon

- ‘came the most important meeting of -

theentire visit. We wére agaih driven
to the Great Hall of the Peoplg on
People's. Square. .\We werd driven
‘around .past:.three magnificent en-
trances on-three sides, to a fourth
emrahce.

. .

Maeeting With Vice-Chalrman Tan

On walking up, the spacious entrance’,

steps and entering the grand lobby,

! we were met by a delegation headed

o . by Mr. Tan Zhen-lin, the vice-chair-
: man of the National People’s Con-

Communist Ghina. Chairman Hua
fHua Guofeng) and Vice Chairman -
Deng [Deng Xiaoping] ‘were at the

airport, welcoming Prime Minister -

‘Masayoshi Ohira of Japan, just

arriving for a four-day visit of excep-
tionally important (to them).confer-"
4 ences over serious situations- in Korea -

. .and Vietnam.
Actually it was well tha( my per-

" - - sonal meeting was with Vice-Chair-

& - _man Tan. To explaig this, let me tell
v* - you a-little about him. He is age 77 -
({(:_ " -and was ‘a contemporary of thé late

Chairman Mao Tseytung [Mao Ze- .

- dongl* and Premier Chou En-lai

_them throughou} the war of the revo-
lution that overthrew the government

ortgrnal died-in-the-wool -Chinese
Commums(s
Actually we have found that hlS

.+ -relationship to Mao and Chou En-lai -

_gress—one of the threg top leaders of .

" [Zhou ‘Enlai]. He was very close to’

of Chiang Kai-shek. He is one of the-

is *most . sugnlflcam It ha.s great
meaning for the People’s Republic of
China, as well as the r}sl of the world .
as today constituted.’ Their associa-
tion was close and lasted almost 50"
years. Though othen ‘fevolutionaries
tried to break this long relationship,

it remained. steadfast .lhrough the

years.
To bétter understand the impor-

tance of my meeting with’ Vice- .’

Chairman, Tan, let me here first give

you a little background. .
Chairman "Mao was thé pollcy‘

maker. and architect’ of the entire’

.rcvoluuon Alsa"he was the “law-*

giver™ for the People’s: Republic: of

China. He was the primary philoso-_

phér for “China’s communism_ (as?
--differentiated
from Russmn
communism).
Chou En-lai.ac-.
‘tually joingd the
Chinese edmmu-
nisy movement’
prior o Mao.-But
that was while he
was a studeat in -
‘Europe. His ‘edu-
cation was, more
.academic*“ than
" Mao's. ‘He was

- educated in Japan'and France as. well

as.China, but Mao gever left China
proper.
that 'Chairman Mao had.been once
an assistant librarian at Peking
{Beijing]- Universit§ It was actually
while there that Mao came: mto con-
tact with other early revolutionaries in
cotnmunistefforts in the early 1920s.

During all the ycarspnor to the 1949 .

victory of commumgm. Mao was the
leader of the communist mgvement.
_Chyu En-lai also participatéd in the ~
mllnar cffogt. Both Mao and Chou
were at (he fﬁonl lings all throygh the
1930s and 1940s. There they carried
on polmcal operations as wcll as mlh-

tary’
After the Commurust vnclory in
£949, Chou En-lai ame premicr

under Chairman Mao Tse-tung. Mao .
‘set ‘all policies up until his death. e

Chou set. up the administrative pro-
gram to implement Mao's policies.

Mao also delegatetd gdmlmstrauon of

_foreign affairs to C
Chou En-lai traveled ;xlcnswcly

An interesting sidelight is |

dunng tl}c 1950s and carl“y i9605, as

China began cmcrgmg from a slum- . -

bering “dark-age™” giant and began
cstablishing itsclf 25 a major world

power.
Their close pefationship was above
the norm and-has filled the Chincle

people with respect.and admiration
for them both. A large mausoleum

was erected for’ Mao after his death® ~

His -bedy lies m state in\the same

decrepd thit his body‘bc
_cremated, and the gshes
s,cam':rcd over Chini. So .
“there is no memorial

ausoleum for Chou.
.Howevcr “the obelisk mr

: R
the People’s Square does: have Chou
En-laj’s handwmmg cngraved on one
side, *. :
' But now, as of today, néither
"Chairman ‘Hua_ or. Vice-Chairman
* DPeng had the clése:long-lasting rela-
tionship to Mao Tse-tung and Chou

" En-lai, daiing as_far back, as has-

Vice-Chairman Tan Zhen lin, who is
of older age. . .

I have givea you thls pmpoml

bac!(ground s0, that you may' better

“Tappreciate what | learned from Vice-

Chairman Tan«

The Message¥ Spegk

"1 did not go to Comimunist Ch'\nanto
a provc or disappkoveé their, com

nj m. { once kk,aruclo;; agdins{
commumsm That wis becaus;._Qf
their atheism And rejetyion of God.”
Bu(l(.hmkj?cahzgn w, more than |
did, then, that ALL WATIONS, except
¢ those sp}\vmg frdth_ancient Israel,
- havg, been cut of from God, by
GOD's OWN DECREE, since the time

g ‘_of Adam and €ve. .

The PLAIN TRUFH
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tors-—even before the % And; for nearly 6,000 years, has
appearance o°££onfu- . the world so donc! Therefore I do

cianism and” Taonsm,g .not go*to the heads of the govern- e
The ancient Greeks anfl” * .men of IhlS world to“)udgc their

Romans had their iddl' * " godernments, or their religions or e

gods, such as Jupiter, theor educational systcms\ 1 po NOT , ..
Diana, Hermes q_nd Go' TG “CONVERT THEM--or 1o .
o&hers : atwnpt to convince them to agree \

* They had no salva- = ‘with nie about the TRUTH of Gop e
tion—but ngither were - and the GOOD NEWS OF THE, KING- v
they *1ds3" '—God Him- poM. of Gob; “which |- tell them . o
self had cut off the cmphauc’ally and IN POWER ¥ ) Ty
descendants of Adam. very soon coming! . '

- - - l mcrcly tell them |

‘ A - - Lo am\ there to AN N
: = J . NOUNCE the coming, )
\\

JOY AND ETERNAL SAL-
VATION! ’ .
That.is the GREAT .~ ]

COMMISSION given by .

. the ‘Lord Jesus Christ to His apos- i’
tles—that He has choden to senis®"
FORTH with that GOOD NEWS AN- .

* - NOUNCEMENT!. That is why | even -

N couchcd “my mcssage Jesus Christ
was giving (hcm through me in lan-:

IN Hg MOST-IMPORTA T fnp to dafe

HaN, of the Peoplé. A musical per
magce, top, in h.onor of the Ambassa-
aor Inlemarlona/ Cuitural Foundation. _ °
Above colortul d/splay laoks forward to A
year 2000, when Chinese hope to gain h thcy well UNDERSTOOD!
majormation industriakstatus. Opposite it is from that attitude and
pagé, below, children on collective, vantagenpoint that | “talked with,
farm outside Peking (Béijing), Chinese i
officials accompany Herbert W. Arm- \
lstrong ta awport, tar feft, upon his

" ‘departure.
»

mtroducfon;y information before |
recount to you. the conversation Il'l
- . - our meeting.
They simply Were nof being JUDGED
wt all by God - nor are they even yet Vlco-cmlrman Tan's Meisage
today. €God is not Judgmg them, so* '© th@We»l ) N .
WHY SHOLLR YOU OR 17 | know that . The vice-chairman had, of course,
, I myseltf am being judged now - and been thoroughly briefed about me, .
“all whom JLiod has predestinated to | even the attitude | have autlined
be called “sow! That.is what the “-above, and what | had said on the
annual day of Firstfruits,called-Pen-  previous two nights. Also he -knew
tecost, s intended to 'piuurc 10 us well all -about The Plain Truth and
“today. Some ofus are called now. The  its large circulation worldwide in five

) 'WJ\? i noT! Those now  languages. What he told me, there-
: R s - N led to the Church of God are the  fore, he evidently wanted our readers *
»L s Jesus Cfirist emphasized l}}is\when " firdt- frupis™ — merely the first small  to know.-
| |7 He suid. "No man can come o mg.. ; “harvest® of sprritual salvagign. Toall Chairman Tan Zheniin did not
*1.. cxcppt the Father .. ,draw’ hin¥" * others, (;M in effects “Go, since  wait in a private office for us to be ’
[ 1 (John 6:44). Other nations have nev- _ ydu (Adam) h vgl rejected me, my  shown in by minor secretaries. He R
- er known much if anything about : governmeht, my salvation, inyresela-.  came to the front entrance of the + °
N Goo. In ancient Egypt _they wor- . tion of knowledge, o, form your own Great Hall to meet me and those . -
.shiped_their .fictitious gods, 'Isis and ; gods and your own religions—your . with me—Mr. Rader'and Mr. Osa- /
. Dsiris, about the time the ‘ancient : “own governments—your own fund of ~ mu Gotoh—in person. He is a very

Chlm‘se were worsh1p|ng their ances- knowﬂﬂ?:HEc and education.™ * - oulgomg, enthusnastlc. constantly-+
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smiling genileman——in no sense a
solemn. frowning,. .aloof, sombcr-
looking, inlividual. He is brisk and
enthusiastic and gave us a most

warm gredfing, shaking hands with -

me with both hands.

We followed him into an adjommg
large room, He seated me near a table
and the others in a line beside me.
Then he took a chair beside,the table,
facing me next to him; and beyond me
the others. Behind the table, between
himself and me, was the interpréter
who had met us at’the airport and
accompanied us everywhere since.
She took notes
sort of Chinese shorthand—of every

~ word, assheinterpreted. . -

Immediately the vice-chairman

launched into 4 discussion, doing all.

%

apparently in some -

the talking for at least a half hour, |

made only an occasional interruption

to ask the interpreter to repeat some-

thing | had not understood clearly.
Knowing -that | am founder and
president of a college, he first said

(and not apologetically)that he is not.

an academic man by background,

then he immediatély launched into a

full-scale discussion along geopohu-
cal lines.

‘He launched nmmcdlatcly into the
“*domino theory™ in regard to Viet-

nam. In the early stages of the US. "

war in Vietnam, this domino theory

"was prevalent in Washington—and |-

myselfl knew it’ was true. 1t was the

theory that once the communists in-

North Vietnam knocked down South

* Vietnam; that would bg only the first

domino standmg on end to fall. Next
would come Cambodia [Kampuchea)
and Laos, then Thailand, Burma,
Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesia.
We thought it was CommunistChi-
na backing North Vietnam, but
_Chairman Tan said it was the Soviet
“ Union. 1 felt it particularly notewor-
thy that he was saying the Chinese
view is that this theory of going an
from'there to conquer the whole world
was a Soviet ambition, not Chinese.
He was trymg to show ime-why the
United States should oppose the
Kremlin and be friendly to China.

This **domino theory,” as a-reason
for United States military interven-
tion in South Vietnam, actually was,
as | said (having been’an observery,
true. But the theory was rejected by

LU.S. allies, and vigorously opposed
by Russia, and thraygh propaganda,

* by 'many in the United States in the®
later years of that war.

But I thought it interesting that.by
this assertion of the Chinese view,
China gets herself off the hook in
regard to the horrifying starvation
now going on in-Cambodia.

.According to the vice-chairman,
the People's Republic of China is thé’
strongest advocate of the validity of:
the'domiro theory. While we were
fearful-—during the 1960s and early

1970s—that Communist China, -if .

successful in North Vietnam, woyld
begin toppling the dominoes to the
west and south, it is China that now,
is saying that North Vietnam i

threat, and if the United States and
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China do notynow stop North Viet-
nam, Cambog#a will fall to the North
Vietnamese, {féllowed by Thailand,
Malaysia and very importadt sea
passages now controlied by Stnga-
pore. ;
: vucefchalrman pomtéd out
that Rus lis not_any longer a true
communist society,\but an imperial-
ist country hot rea
that of the czars—/that Russia has
been wagut g war agamsl the rest of
the world through proxies for more
than 30 years. \He claimed that
North Vietnam was but a proxy of
imperialistic Russia.

I was reminded by this part of the
conversation of what President Nguyen
Van Thicu of South Victnam said to

me, shortly before he fled and his . -
‘country féH to the Communists.

If 1 have misunderstood the vice-

chairman in any part in the above. I'

am sorry, but this is what both Mr.
Rader and | unders((g?d him to'say. |
asked him if-1 could™have a typed
trapscript from the translator’s notes.
He smiled and %hook his head Sol
told him | would write as | retained l(
it my head.
* "The vice-chairman at this juncture
swuhg all the way to Western Europe
in his geopolitical discussion, with
brief meéntions of the lranian cris
and the Middle East. He was urgiu/;
a strongeFurope to oppose a straig
and imperialistic Russia.

I did not want to inteftupt -him,
but | had somcthmg I wanted to say

(Continued on page 415),
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INBRIEF

GOD’S

'HAND IN CHI

" by Stanley R. Rader

I8 Y erbert W. Armstrong reoehtly i
: pointed out that nearly 15

years ago God began to hold
up and siow -down the pace of world
events jn order to give His Work: *
more time to accomplish its commis-
sion. It is very interesting, in this
regard, to observe how God has used-
the: People’s Republic of Chma to
bring about His divine purpose. :
While t{{c general pace of world
events has slowed déwn over the past
15 years the Soviet Union has used
. this time to engage-in what many
“analysts now believe is the greatest

, military buildup in world history.

Soviet power and influence “have ,

" expanded throughout the world (for

example, in Vietnam, Laos, Ethiopia,
Angola, Guinea Bissau, Mozambi-
que, maybe Nicaragya and Iran)

- while governments have toppled at>

an alarming rate.
~ Western Europc has come under
increasing pressure to either sever its
ties to the United States or rearm in-
the face of massive-Soviet superiority
in conventional weapons. And yet, if
. it were not for the People’s Republic
of China, the.world would have been
more unstable

lt just a little more than 15
years ago that Sino-Soviet relations
‘began to sour. Much of the falling-
out centered on d}s dtes over proper
communist doctrine. :

Soviet Politburo member Mlkhall
Suslov, who is the Kremlin's fore-
most authority on communist ideolo-
gy, has described. Maoism, -the
Poople's Republic of China’s brand -
- of communism, as “deeply y{osulc to”
Marxlsm-Lemmsm {and] the inter-

ests of socialism.” For their part, the. .
" Chinese leaders have dehounced the

‘Saviet version as “revijsionist.”

- Stirring even deeper feclings is the
“resentment that th¢ hinese feel
- because of Soviet border intrusiens.

.,;Chi’ne'sg leaders -argue, for example,. ;

- pese tradition, v

that the Russian province of Tannu
Tuva, which cgn be found on the map
just abjove the northwest - corner of
Outer 'Mongalia, was once part of .
China, acknowledged-as such even by
Lenin. It was occupied by the Soviet

" outside their own country to wam the

Unionin 1945. The Chinese alsoassert -

that the Soviets have nibbled off more
than 10,000. square kilometers from
China’sSinkiang province. Naturally,
tensions along the Russian-Chin
border have been very high, and inci-
dents have often averaged more¢ than
one a day. And Américan intelligence
sources now reveal that the Soviet
Union was even prepared to faunch a
nuclear attack on the Chinese border
forcesin 1969:

Because of its festering border

dispute, the Soviet Union has had to .

commit about one quarter of its
armed forces (about 40 divisions), six
tank divisions and large nunibers of
its combat aircraft™and -nuclear
weapons to the Chinese border.” The
Sino-Soviet split has thus forced. the
Soviet Union to divert a sizeable

/

world of Soviet expansionism’"
Moreover, the People’'s Republic -

.of China has signed a peace treaty
with Japan, sought to-persyade
France and.England to sell it weap-
‘ons, and tried-to prod Western
Europe to unite in order to strength-
cn its defenses against the Soviet

Union. The People’s Republic of Chi- .
na has becoine perhaps the world's
foremost promoter of European unity

and NATO.

1t should not surprise i:/s that God
can use leaders who are:Communists
anmd atheists to accomplish His pur-
poses. God used both the gentile kings
Cyrus (Isaiah 45:1 and Ezra 1:1)-and
Artaxerxes (Nehemiah 2) to create

conditions amenable for the doin
God's Work in their day. G n do
the same thing tod:

But now tha world events ]arc
-speeding up agdin, there are sngrts of
change. Continued displays of Asteri-;
can impotence could cventually per-
suade the People’s Republic of China
that thoy have sided with a loser. The .
Soviey’ military machine will finally
become powerful enough to compel
the People’s Republic of China.to seek
rapprochement with’ the: U.S.S.R.— .
China herself could put the 1.6 milliop®
troops guarding thc Soviet border to
better use.
There had been talks between Pe«.

. king (Beijing) and Moscow béfore the

portion of military forces away from _

the west.
But just as |mportant the Chinese
have been an important counter-

weight to Soviet power in the diplo-

matic sphere as well. For the past _
decade, the People's Republic of Chi-
nd has almost single-handedly shou)-

dered the burden of publicly warning, _

the world-of Soviet expansionism, or

as they often call it, hegemony. On a
couple of occasions Hsinhua (Xin-

hua), the official Chinese news agen-

cy, has even declared that unchecked
Soviet *‘social |mp7nahsm will

make World War H1I'*inevitable.”

Accordingly, China's two top lead-

- ers, Chairman Hua Kuo-feng (Hua

Gubpofeng) and First Deputy Prime-
Minister Deng Hsiao-ping (Deng
Xiaoping) have both broken-a Chi-
ich gocs back thou-
sands of ycars, i (mder to mvel

Afghanistan crisis aimed at patchlng
up their differcnces. Moreover, promi-
‘nent People’s Republic of Chitta lead- -
ers such.as Ulanfu (Ulanhu), who ~
were once disgraced as “Russian revi;
sionist,” have been remstat to posn-
tions of power. )
Indced, Bible pmphecy nT clear that
at sorhe point before the! return of
Jesus Christ the Soviet Unjon and the,
People's Republic of Chinqonce again
will be aflied. Ezekiel 38:1-6 degcribes i
an end-time alliance of many pedplgs,

including those from whom the bulk of~..|

the modern day Russians and Clnnese .
aro descendent. Rev. 9:16 descritas
an army made¢ up of 200 million
people coming from the.cast across
the Euphratcs. Any rapprochement
between the Chinese and the So-
viets would~be a sign that God is
now allowing world events to- lpeed
up once aum a .
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to hnm on that point. However, [-held
it until he finished., )
| Explain Future Couno of
Worid Events N

’

In another minute or so, he apolo-

. gized for taking up all the time
" himself, and then I said, L

“Mr. Vice-Chairman, there is

something | want to say to you about

Western European defense against

the Soviet Union: I do not expect you

" to believe what I'm going to say, but
I'll.tell you, and you can believe it
after it happens. There will be, with-

in the next few years, a union of 10 a

n?uons or groups of nations, in West-
EuropeLand it might: include
two or three Russian satellite coun-
tries=—in a union of church and
state—brought about largely by the
Roman Catholic Church. Now I'm
not in any way in‘favor of it, but
. will form a short-lived giant world
power with military strength equal or

superior (o either thé United States
- or Russia. They will have a common . .
currency, a comrhon government and |

a common military power. It will
emerge But of the present Common
Market. It is going to shock the
,whole world.™

He grinned, shaking hIS head in-
unbelief.

. | continued, “But what will happen
finally, after that, will be what many
world-famous scientists have said is the
world's only hope—though they also
say it is impossible. Fhere will finally
come, in our time, a tremendous single
world power, with political and military
rule over ALL nalions—no military
power tochallengeit.” . '

I speak with heads of governments
all over the world. All are faced with
problems, troubles and evils greater

. than any man of group of men can
handlc‘-dllbuugh many of most

" hemds of state are unusually compe-
tent mea-They are doing the best they
can, and I'm trying 1o assist any way |
can as an ambassador for world peace.
But it will finally require what an

American editor called the interven-:

tion of an unseen “STRONG HAND
FROM SOMEPLACE" to bring aboumhas
world-culing Kingdom.
. He knew.well what I meant. With
“This intensive smilt still on his face,
. he shook his head. .
4

“I don't expect )you to believe it
,until it happens,” 1 concluded.
“Meanwhile we will contihue to help
‘toward world peace, workmg WITH
you, in any way we can.’

We had been with th¢ vice-chair-

man for one hour, and’ we rose to 1

leave. He walked with us, with much
handshaking all the way to the outer,
front door, hig hospitable, exceeding-
ly warm smile never leaving his face.
He hoped 1 would come again.

Mr. Rader wrote to me a note, after
we had returned to Tokyo, saying:
. “Since-the vice-chairman undoubted; ’
ly had beed advised of your st:ong

comments, Monday mght\ 4nd again .

Tuesday night, | believe'that-he knew*:
full weil"that the unitéd Europe and..
the cataelysm that wotild follow were'
directly connected with ‘your “¢om-
ments about the stfong hand interven-
. ing from semeplace that would finally -

save mankmd f rom complctc destruc-

tion.”

The fact that Vice- Chalrman Tan
was in such close relationship Tor so
many ygars with Chairman Mao and

_ Premier Ghou,as well asbeingsstillone |
. of the three top men in the Chinese

government, made thismeeting one of
extraordinary importance—-for,these

# three men RULE A QUARTER OF “aLL o

. THE PEOPLE ON EARTH! ~
Followmg this meeting therc was
time to return to the State House for
a bite to cat and go to the theater for
a semi-ballet show sponsored by our
Ambassador International Cultural
"Foundation. There was loud, stand-
ing applause when we walked into
the theater, and after the show's
conclusion we_were led yp on the
stage, 16 shake hands with the whole
cast and take baws to the standlng

applause of the audience.

Thursday noon we left the State |

Hoyse for the airport. There again
wete several top officials at thc plane

- to see us off. !
Saturday mghl. January 8 there
was a banquet in my honor in Tokyo.

. »Several members of the Chinese”

Embassy were there, and thrée or
four ambassadors from otheg coun-
tries, -beside Mr, Yamashita and
other Japanese officials. Sunday was
. the'long flight all the way to Tucson, -
Ariz., with only one refuelmg stop gt
Cold Bay, Alaska [a T I

CHURCH UNITY
(C ontinued from page 6]

: biiTty“ for the ministeria} function of
seeking the unity of all Christians

minister under the gospel.” They

. can in the future function in ways
wh_ich are fbetter adapted 1o ‘meet
“both the universal.and regional needs
of the chufch in the complcx enyiron-
meént of*modern times.”

. The test as to how far the “dla-.

and tHe Lutherans has come may be

in evidence in garly summgr. On,

'-June 25 Lul‘wr arqind the wosld -

. will'be honoring the 450th aariiversa-
ry.of the AugsburgConfession.

. The Augsburg Confession of 1530 .

“and the’ Lutheran supporters, whose
real intent, they claimed, was to
-reform the parent body. There will
undoubtedly be attempts on both
sides to reexamine the document this
year in the light of contémporary
‘ecumenism. '

*Many of the articles of the Augs-

very relevant today,” says Kirchen-
rat-Werner Schnoor, former editor of

Church in Mecklénburg, West Ger-
many. The dean of the School of .
Religious Studies ~at the Catholic
University of Amcnca/adds +What
Lutherans and Roman Cathojics
belieye in common is far and away
more stgnlﬁcam than what«divides
them.”

Overtures to islam .

declared that they. are also looking
beyond Christian unity.to collabora-
tioa with the befievers of other reli-
gions and with ail men of"good will in
a program in ‘which *love and broth-
€ good would overwhelm hate and
‘opposmon

key, the pope chose the capital of.a’
major Moslem co\nlry to send oul 4
clear message: H\e \Rbman Catholic
Church wants toigwéep away centu-
ries of suspicion *and:, mistrust _ be-
tween Christianity aés Islam and
nlmovc into a ncw.era of cooperation.

The PLAIN TRUTH

*may be entrusted to one individual '

. logue™ between the Roman Catholics

burg Confession do not.seem to be .

the newspaper of the Lutheran—

In their joint statement in Turkey, -
John Paul Il and Demetrios | .

" Significantly, while he was in Tur- )

agreed that “the bishop of Rome =

led 1 the final bréak between Rome -

4




“I ask myself if-i1 is not urgem
said the pope in' St. Paul's Chutch in
Ankara, “precisely todgy when
Christians and Moslems have en-
tered in a new périod of history; to
recognize and develop the spiritudl’
bonds that unite-us in order to pro-
tect and promote together, for all
men, as w. ?,ve * been invited to do by
the Vaucan Council,. social’ Justlce.

moral values, peace and liberty.” . -

While the Vatican broke new
ground at the 196p Second Ecurﬁeni-
cal Council by ekpressing “‘esteem”
for Moslemis who worship a single

/ “God, John Paul went a,step further jn

his first. visit t0.a -‘Moslgm country.
. Quoting » both the «Koran "and . the
" Bible tq prove liis point,-Pope . Johii -
Paul carefull Sc

théir_ spifitial’ descent “from the .

" prophet  Abraham:: ‘Mostem veriera- .

tiori'of Jesus as a prophet and honor-

_ing of the Virgin Mary also provide &€

common.ground,
An Istanbul, Moslem Icader ob-’
served: “The pope's appeal is five
. Tninutes to midnight. We are now_at’
the crossroads: Islam and Christian-
‘ity can work .together for the greater
glory of our common God or-we
could “end up‘in the fratricidal con:
fromatlon‘of the cruyades. This city
[Istanbul] was ransaCked by the Cru-
saders. Later, Turkey became the
sword. of Tslam and conquered Eu-
rope. | pray this will never happen
agin. v

estern world a proper understand-
ing of Islam. Out Islamic faith still

- yfuns our daily lives like Christianity.

used to run_the Christian life not°so
long ago. I'm confident the pope i
now. presiding over .the renewal of
faith in God which is now sweeping
the world.” -

It is a little-known fact that the
late King Faisal of Saudi Arabja
helped open'the way to an under-
standing between Catholics an
Moslems with a message he sent to
Pope Paul’ VI in 1966: “We: both
believe in one God, we both venerate
the Blessed Mary. Islam and the
Church must pool their strength to
thwart gvil and atheism.”

All.Roads Lead to Rome -

-1t is impossible to separate the cou-

menical movement.from the central -

February 1980
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monstrancd that }
' Christidns, Moslcms‘ and .Iews trace "«

*Only the pope can give the'?

-position of the Roman Catholic

“Church and-the papacy itself. In oné

way or another all.roads lead back to
Rome: This is trye, despite the state-
ment of Pop¢ Paul VI in 1967 that
“the pope-—4s we all~know—is

~ undoubtedly the gravest obstacle in

the path of ecumenism.”

Before the election of the popular
John Pam} IL, an American Episco-
Pallan official residing in Rome;said:”

“The pope is<he symbol of the finity

of Chtistianity, and his personal atti-

tude\sets the pattern for the| way

Catholics and PRrotestants thigk of *

cﬁ?/ other, in their mutual negard
acceptance.”; "

. In"recent years many non: Gstho-

~,Ca(h0hClsm and the. papagy. | ‘Protes-
1antsstlll gcnerally reject the Cathn—‘ . “world Y . N

lic claim ‘that the
line. from apostohc imes.’ Howevcr :

pes’ descend in’

the need for some foxm-of “universal
ministry™ as"a part of|\a mre unified _

‘they- are more Wll"%\ 10 ‘admit now’",
church structure. 'The term which

Jhas been suggc§tcd fis thiat of an

e

‘ccumenical papacy.’
In the light of this new emphasis,

" the framers of the joint 1974 Luther- -

an-Roman Catholic Consultation
(LRCC) sm}cmem -could say to-
gethcr “There is' a growing aware-

. ness among l{,utheraﬂs of the neces-

sity of a specific ministry to serve the
church’s unity and universal mission,
while Catholics increasingly see the

. need for a more nuanced understand-
ing of the role of the papacy within

* the universal church.”

What would it mean in concrete
terms for a present-day pope to func-
tion as the spokésman for the entire

, Christian professing world? *

‘This question was asked not long
ago in a perceptive article in the
Reman Ccv.’hullc nragaunc, St. An-

“thony's Messenger, entitled “Can
-We Have a Pope for All Christians?™

The author, karen Hurley, answered

~her quistion in this manner:

“First'of all, thg pope would con-
tinue in his traditional role as head of
the Roman-+Catholic communion.
But, in addition, he would exercise

another type of leadership to the ..

larger Christian community. [Ro-
man Catholic theologian George]

Tavard speculates about what this -

might mean: “Perhaps calling an
annual meeting of the lcaders of most

-

“gospel in & world situgtions-Most of

chagehes to study the present situa-
tion in the world.” . ..
“What\gffect could .such shared

leadershipX\with .the pope possibly’
~have? ‘If there were that kind "of

leadership (says: Tavard] something

*. like " the massadge in. Northern lre-

land probably Would have to be
looked at in‘a différent way'by both.
"the Catholics and the Presbyterians
”m Norfhern Ireland.'X * - . .

" How would Catholi¢cs generally *
view such a development in the direc-
tion of an “ecumenical "7 An;
swers author Hurley:

“Catholi¢s are not being akked to

sec the pope s less. Rather, w¢ are ,
i being asked to see the pope as Ryen -
'lxcs. have changed‘their views tovugard e moreH-,ntﬁ just a: pope.\for Gathiold

A

.“but-a lcade; for: the ennrc Chnsua =

A Thealbgian Gcorgc Tavard who N
“was actively mvolve& in the LRCC

dehberatxons is optlm"sﬂt lhat the
final ecimenical hurdles can be over-

~eome. He stressed the importdice of . /.

the personality of the man who-wbuld
be such an “ecumenical pope.”

* “What is essential is: someone who-
can.redlly spéak the word of the

everything else can be}abandoned or
adjusted.’.." -

~ But Can They Agrée on the Gospel?

Church unity is painstakingly com-
ing to professing Chrlstlanny A re-
-unified church could then move in

concert with other great religiong of\/

the world—and governments as
well—in an effort to achieve wold
peace. Certainly one giant religious
figure inevitably will stand oyt as a°
worldwide’“spiritual spokesman."”

But could the component parts of
_this ecumenical movement agree on
what is the Gospel? Is the Gospel
only the message about Jesus Christ?
Or the message of the Kingdom of
.’God that Christ brought—and was
killed for delivering? And just what
is the Gospel of the Kingdom of
God"

Do you know what the Gosnel
entails? If not, or if you'se not sure,
or never thought you really needed to
know send for our frec booklet,

“What is the True Gospel?"

Knowlcdgc of what the true Gos-

pel is will enable you to see clearly

<

the direction in which the ecumenical .

movement is headed. 0
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\
Life's-most fundamerttal
and perplexing questions
can now be answered.
We offer two enlightening
" booklets titled Why Were
" You Born? and What Will
* You Be Da/ng in the Next
Life?

Why

were you

W hat will yau

e Once you understand the
purpose of life you can
tdce tr‘e future with confi- ,

o, dence. You'll realize there \
is hope. Tomorrow be-
comes something to look
forward tq rather than
fear.

mthe

" You'll also understand the

" Requést your copy of

. ' ¢ N
'shocking biblical truth .

about traditiongl congepts

of “heaven and hell." .
God's reward. for mankind N
is more glorious, than
yqu'ye ever imaginéd!
You can know it.

-

these remarkable book-

iets today. They're.absoy

lutely free. They will givej ~
you a refreshing newout- . - .
look ‘on daily living.

» You were bom with :
an awesome pcienﬂal.
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Return This Coupon Today

Plciu send me the tree booklats litied

M.u this coup\m 1o The'Pisin Truth, Box I, Pasadens. CA 91123
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