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Meeting Egypt’s New President

HE BOILING CALDRON in the

Middle East continues to boil

over. Even the Polish crisis has

. not taken world attention off the

Middle East.. .
" Right now wg are in the recess betweeh
World War Il and World War 111—the
nuclear war that would blast all humanity off
this planet except for the supernatural.
intervention of God Almighty. And the final
massing of the world’s armies at -

ARMAGEDDON will occur ona battlefield north”

of Jerusalem.

We should be tre-
mendously interested,
therefore, in the Mid-
dle East.
Somewhat more than
a year ago, in Oclober,
I had personal visits
with both Prime Minis-
ter Menachem Begin of”
Israel and President
Anwar Sadat of Egypt.
Last October 6, on the
cighth anaiversary of
the Yom. Kippur war
initiated by Mr. Sadat,
the whole world was,
shocked by the assassi-
nation of Anwar Sadat.
He was in the reviewing
stand’ watching thg an-
niversary military pa-
rade. | had expected to- ° ,
have another private meeting with the Egyptian
president this past November.
I did have the private meeting with the Egyptian
presigent on November 21 last—but with the new
'president, Hosni Mubarak, in his palace in Cairo.

resident Mubarak has received little publicity in
the Uit States, and is not known by the public in
the Western world as was Anwar Sadat. Yet he is now
a very important world leader in the explosive Middle
East, and | think the Western world needs to knqw
more about him. I therefore devoted an entire telecast

’ to my meeti ith him, and we are devoting the
covér articlc%mgue of The Plain Truth, and this

*Personal,” to him and Egypt’s role in the peace
process started in the Camp David meetings with
former U.S. president, Jimmy Carter.
As I said plainly to President Mubarak, the
peace negothations are not going 'to bring peace.
Only the intervention of God Almighty himself,
and establishment of the Kingdom of God,—a
ONE-NATION RULE
oves 4ll nations—can
bring us peace. Hosni
Mubarak agreed. But
we both agreed that
efforts of national
leaders toward peace
should be carried on.
We should do what
we can. But it will
require the
supernatural power of
the Great God to'do
what we humans

. cannot do for
ourselves.

As long as humans
are ruled by human
nature there can be no
peace. We humans
cannot achieve peace

’ by ourselves—it wilt
have to be done 7O us! Jesus Christ, soon to come
in the supreme POWER and GLORY of God
Almighty will have to compel the people of curth
to live Gob's wav of life—to compel humans to
enjoy T!acc.‘ conteatment, (Continued on page 45)

Lary Omasia —PT
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- HOW PEAS
'COMETO
THE MIDD

by Gene H Hogberg .

In giving his life, President Anwar Sadat of Egypt made his ultimate sacrifice for
peace. Yel enemies cymcally rejaiced at his death. Do peacemakers stand -
a chance in the strife-torn Middle East? Thankfully, one peacemaker will succeed.

a

(';wmalu': in the world

is peace .mqre necded,
yet so illusive, as in
the Middle "East. Nearly
cverywher in this sad corner
of the world there is strife
and ‘turmoil. Just look at the
following ‘scorecard™
Irag and “ifan are .bogged
down in a seemingly endless
border conflict L.ebanon-—once
called® the Switzerland of the
Middle Euast  has been ripped
asunder bysinternecine fighting
'bclwccn its Moslem and Maron-
*ite CHristian pupul.mons The
25,000 “peace-keeping’ troops

froim Synia at tinves dis-

pullcd its troops out of Chad, but
its billions of dollars of Soviet
weaponry make its ncighbors all
around nervous.

Further west, the government of
Morocgo is challenged by Soviet and

Algerian-backed gucrrillas in the'

hotly contested Western Sahara.

On the Aratpan peninsula are
conflicting cross currengs of inter-
national intriguc The Soviet Union

has -established a tochold in South.

Yemen, now a training ground for

world terrorism. !
\l

NERBERT w ARMSTRONG -undn py.
the ttomb of Anwar Sadat nesr Cairo

Egypt's government under Prestdent Hoe-
ni Mubarak intends 10 continue the Camp:
David peace process

In 1979 Saudi Arabia‘s regime

was the object of an attempted

doup - by religious extremists and
political radicals—stirréd ‘up indi-
rectly by Soviet agents. Despite
new assistance from Washington,

the Riyadh governfent has littlé’

real influence in Middle East
power struggles.

In-:late 1981, the cight-point
Saudi peace plan was rejected out-
right af the Arab Lc.agut, summit in

. Fez, Morocco-—-a *non-cvent”™ that
" collapsed after- the Tirst session

bécause of deep splits and dissen-
sions within the Arab world.

Then there is the sickening story
of lran- a nation gone mad, with

its grim weckly tolls of political

cxecukions.

“turb the peace rather
than enforce st = 7 :
The kingdom of Jordan
cannol conttibute 1o over-
all peace” in thes Middle
East because Palesgmian
radicalism  crxerts  a
powerful brake on'its pol-
icies And last year Jor-
dan and Syrnia ncarly
came to blows because ol
Jordan’s support of Sy:-
ia’s arch-rival, lraq, llu.

Irap-lraq war.

Across ncarby Norih
Africa, wars and rumors
of wars persist. Libya has

"Note that 1n all of the
sbdve we have not cven
veutioned Israel yet.
cvertheless the tiny

cwish state is usually, -
strayed as the number- -

pnc vbstacle to peace and
tability lltg Middic
Tast
1t should be clear, how-
¢ver, that even without
the “Ziomist _cntity” so
HJespised by 1 principal
cnemies, the Middie East
pould still be plugucd
.. érmh wars, - assassinations,
Soups, cthnic and reli-

vious strife, rcligious fa--
v .

e
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naticism and secular revolutionar-
ies, to say nothing of Sovict med-
dling in attempt to gain-a'deeper
foothol it most vital energy-

rich r?lon
A Fittul\Start Toward Peace

‘It is "against thjs background of
) conlinuowm-r&il ‘that one sées
the magnitude of the peace cffort’
launchcd by Egypt s late President
Anwar Sadat in November, 1977.

* Mr. Sadat electrified the world
with his visit 1o the Israeli Knesset
(parliament) in Jerusalem and his
courageous offer. of peace. “You
would like 1o live ‘with us in this
region aof ‘the “world.” Mr. Sadat
told Israel's a»cmblcd leaders,

« Wc welcome you amorng us.
"y Now this was a genuine pcacc
offer—undiluted and straight from

.~ the heart.

. Thus was hgnched the Mideast
] peace process. It began between
i Egypt and Isracl and. culminated in
the Camp David agreenichts “of
1978 and the_peace treaty between
“the two nations in 1979, ~ -«

It is unlikely. that “anything--
¢ven Isracl’s announced annexation
of the former Syrian Golan Heights,
arca last Deccmber- -will block the
‘next major step in the Camp David
process. O April 25 of this year, ”

. the lust portion of the Isracli-occa-
Je “pied Sinai %

Egyptian control, marking the
complctc restoration of E.gyptlan
"territorial mlcgnty

Egypt Néeds Ponco

While some Mideast observers
wonder about Egypt’s course of
action after April 25, it should be
obvious that Cairo is not about to
put its control of the Sinai—which
it lost in the 1967 war with
Israel—in jeopardy -once again.
‘Egypt desperately needs peace to
tackle ‘its. monumental domestic
problems. Already overcrowded

~

with 43 million people—half of .

whom are under 15 years of age—

~Egypt adds one¢ million more

mouths to feed every year. And

« Yand 1 tell you 'in all honwty that “these mouths are fed with a food

supply of which half is imported.
Wheai from the United States
alone goes into.ordc out of every
three logves of bread baked in,
ngpl ~

In ov\dm' to keep domestic peace,
the Egyptian government ‘subsi-
dizes the cost of -Tood so heayily
that lhc price of a loaf of bresiris"
still onl9 about two cents— the
sdii¢ pricc as @ quarter cen Y,
ago. (I was Mr. Sadat sdcusuo lo
raisc the price by onc, penny that

" triggered massive food tiots in Jan<

uary, l971 The dcch\on wis re-
&.lﬂdcd ) \..‘N‘
I)espm' lhc subsidies, whlch

to be ceturned 1y dwcn fun,ds b.adly nécded else-

‘PRECARIOUS PEACE IN VOLATILE MID-
DLE EAST: in April, Egypt and Israel com- §*
plete normalization of relations, with
Egypt regaining full sovereignty over the £
- Sinai Pomnaull. lost lo Isual ln !ho 1967 §

war. But t e in 3
the Middle East: iran and Iraq continue at a
war;, Lebanon is torn by civil strite; i
Soviet-backed Libya remains a threat to &
its nolghbon

where, Egypt's poor people—the
vast percentage of the population—
still spend 60 percent of their mea-
ger carnings on food. :

A concerted effort on the part of
the government, launched in 1974,
has resulted in the formation of top
level national coyncils designed to
lay down long term strategies to
improve all aspects of Egypuan life |
by the year 2000. It will be a tough
task—-and peace is the very ‘dtner-
stone to its success.

Dealing with Extremism

President Hosni Mubarak has
promised his people that* he also
will take a firm hand in dealing
with the religious extremism that
crupted in Egypt in the.last few-
monlhb of President Sadat’s rule —
und ulumulcly led to his death.

* Shortly beforc Mr. Sadat’s vio-
lent cad. Egypt had been in the®
throes of mounting internal unrest,
aggravated, if not actually orches-
trated by Sovict agents, who

‘ o

|
!
)
)
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¢/~counted.)

wanted to see Eygpt go the way of
‘aalumultuous Iran. The Krémlin had
GMN forgiven Mr. Sadat for
. lling 17,000 Soviet military
advisers in 1972 and putting Egypt
into the Western, specifically.
American, camp.

Stirring up hatred agalnsi the
Jews and Israel was no longer feasi-.
ble. The Egyptian people were, for
“the most part, tired of bcarmg the
brunt of the Arab world’s wars
against lIsrael. But Soviet agents
knew that Egypt's Achilles heel

was its vulnerability to internal rc‘\i- :

gious dissension.
Among Egypts 43 mlllnon
people, about 10 percent

and. evénts appcared to return to
normal—untl} a haiidful of stirred-
up religious ~fanatics assassinated
the President. oy
President Mubarak Kas -contin-
ued the pressure on\ jeligious
tremism, resulting in ‘Q arrest
of 356 members of one group
accused df masterminding the

Sadat assassination. .

But Beyond Camp David . .7

Because of the collapse of the Arab
League summit conference in Mo-'
rocco, the Camp David peace pro-
cess—incomplete though it may
be—has the field to itself.

come to terms with Israb’l, even if

the PLO ultimately did.
Meeting President I‘ub-nk_ .

B

On Noveniger, 21, 1981, Plain,

Truth Editor-in-Chief .Herbert W.
Armstrong met, for the dfirst time,
Egyptian President Hosni Muba-’

. rak.” Their ‘20-minute-long discus-

sion dealt with, naturally, peace.
Mr. Mubarak said that he would
continue the peace efforts begun’ by
his predecessor’ “Wq want peace,,
he said, “at least ‘to live in a very
peaceful atmosphere with all of our
ncnghbors around us. And we are

.going to do -our best. in this direc!

tion. I'm gomg to do the

are* Christian Copts, who
claim dcscendency from
the original "Egyptians.”
(Ofticial* estimates place
the Coptic population at’
about 7 percent, but the .
Copts. claim they are
del berately under-

In June of last year iso-
lated troubles erupted
between Moslems and
Copts in Cairo, triggered
. by Moslem fundamental-
ists. Pamphlets called-on
true Moslems to rise up
and destroy the ‘‘impious
enemies of Islam.” Coptic

anger naturally rose i

. response. > (\
President Sadat at firs

refused to take the report
* of Soviet strife-seeding
seriously, but he knew there had ¥
‘be -a reason why the Moslems and
Copts, who ‘had been on generally
good terms . throughout his tenure
in office, were suddenly at cach
others’ throats.

Finally, last September, less than
a month before his tragic end, My.

Sadat cracked down hard, The

Sovict ainbassador. was sent back
homc, along with $ix’ top. Soviet
diplomats and hundrods\of Soviet
technicians and their familics. Reli-
gious lcaders were rounded up in an
attempt to defuse’ what the govern-
ment called “‘sectarian “sedition.”
Mr. Sadat’s polmcal cnemics who
were attempting to capitalize on the
situation also were rolipded up.
For a whllc. tempers subsided

L g

This world is

composed of an'endless array
of struggles for power among
nations. It should be obvious

by now that until these

struggles are brought to an

end, mankind will not

expernence peace. 99

walk Iogclher. bécause” they arc
‘basically in agrégment.on what
needs to be doné. Howeven, the
Middle East is full .of powerful
forces that reject peace and accom-
modation ou.lrlghl

While much is made of the nced
to accommodate the needs and
aspirations of thc Palestinian
people, for cxample, little can be
accomplished as long as the charter
of the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation (P1.O) calls for the destruc-
uorr of the n'ulc of Israel as a pre-
limigary o “peace” in the rcgion.

Other parlies. 100, take a “rejec-

Jtionjst”, sland Sysia's President,
“Hafés al“Assid, asserted in Docem-
ber thai his nation would never

maximum.”
Then, after "Mr. sArm-

rong#remarked that ¢

“You're setting a wonder-
"

ful example,” the Egyp-—
foq,['\d observation: “I
hink “peace will prevail.
sgooner_or later, ‘whether.
e l:ke it or we don't h\ke

.Thls .trulsm ex-
ounded ' by \President
3 = Mubarak has \been the
bcal- messagd of the

n Truth' thagazing .
48 years (this is our |
niversary issue). Last- .

g peace will.come not
ausevof .man's cfforls

Bt in. spite gf themi, N
Bod—or Allah to Mes-

ms‘_—~ls the’ /only one

ring about world peace.

And He will-do w—whcther mcn
like it or not!

On the evening of November 23

at a banquet in Cairo’s Nile Hilton

- hotel, Mr. Armstrong spokc to

members and guests of the Egyp--
tian Political Science Association.
He told this 3.uhcrmg of Egypuan
leaders:, ¢

“The Jews have been looking for -

,a Messiah. They don’t know that”
“that Messiah did .come as arhunman ~
'prophet. Islam rccognucs Jesus'
Christ as one of the’ prophets: H¢
‘did come,.but he came as a himan
prophet. And he came with a mies-
sage, which.is good news, the good

news of this one [divine) world gov- .+ !
~(Continued on page 44) * |
R X . ’ . +
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S THE IMPRESSIVE mili-
tary. parade passed the
reviewing stand in Cai-

ro last October 6, a

man. liftle known outside his.

native "Egypt sat at Anwar
Sadat’s right hand.

Hosni Mubarak, 53, had been
Egypt’s ‘Vice President ‘since
1975, yet few Westerners had
ever heard his name. Even with-
in Egypt Mr. Mubarak was

something of an enigma. A’

powerful and influential person-
ality, he worked in relative
obscunty, behind the scenes—
in the shadow of Anwar Sadat.

As the fatal bullets tore into the
reviewing stand, Hosni
Mybarak's obscurity
came to an abrupt and
unexpected end. Anwar
‘| Sadat’s protégé and
handpicked successor
| was forced out of the
shadows and catapulted into
"Egypt's highest office. The eyes of
the world fell upon him.

Who is Hosni Mubarak? What
| chain of events has led him to the
pinnacle of Egypls political pyra-
mid?

War Hero

President Mubarak was
born in 1928 in Egypts
poor Nile.delta province of
Menoufia, the same ‘northern
province where’ Anwar. Sadat had
been born 10 years earlier.

At the age of 20, Ms. Mubarak
gradiated from the Military
} Academy of Cairo. He then ~
entered the' Air Force Academy, '
where he “trained as a pilot.

Mr. Mubarak first met’ Anwar

"] Sadat in the early }950s at a mili-

tary base in El Arish, on the Sinai
Peninsula’s Mediterranean "coast.
Mr. Sadat 'was imptessed by the
young air force officer, and jotted

down his name in a fiotebook for -

future reference.
Mr’ Mubarak subsequcnlly
trained-as a bomber -pilot in the

Soviet Union. At that time, under -

President Gamal Abdel Nasser,
Egypt's principal military support
came from thc Kremtlin, He; also

Egypt S Helm

by Keith W. Stump
Egypt is destined to play an
important role in future
-Middle East events.-Here is

a close-up- look at the new
" leader of that ancient land.

taught at Egypt's Air Force Acade-
my, cventually bcoonung |!.s direc-
‘tor in 1967,

In 1969 Mr. Mubarak was pro-

- ‘moted to the rank of gencral after

having been.named Alir Foroe chief
of staff by President Nasser.

Threg years later, Mr: Sadat, hav-
ing succeeded - Nasser as president,
rcmem‘%red Hosni Mubarak’s name

from thdjr brief meeting some two

decades earlier. President Sadet

- appointed Genegal Mubarak air |

force commander and deputy tar

- minister. In thas capacity, he set :
about Qompletely reorganizing {.=

Egypt’s air force. A
It was General Mubarak'’s role in
planning the air battle against Israel
in the October, 1973, Mideast war
that won him fullaadmmance into
President Sadat’s inner circle. The |;
surprise air attack master-minded by |

General Mubarak had enabled

forces to success-

‘fully storm acrofs the Suez Canal.
-Those initid! victories in the
October War-restored Egypt's |«
dignity and self-respgct that had |
been scvercly shaken in the Six- |
Day War of {967. Genéral Muba-
, rak’s role—*He worked wonders,”
President Sadat de-
¢lared-—earned him, |

the rank of air marshal |
and membership in the |-
“October Generation™

of confident and capa- - S

ble Egyptian leaders |
prepared to deal with the Israelis
on an equal basis.

Vice Presidency ‘

. r
Two years later, in April, 1975,
Anwar Sadat (in his own words) |
“asked General Mubarak to
abandon his military uni-
form, don civilian clothes,
.and assist me as Vice Presi-
dent.” As such, he becamc
Sadat’s pollucal heir. :
No one in Egypt was more sur-
prised at this development than Gcn—
eral Mubarak himself. .
. President Sadat confided to him:

“L.need a Vice Presidént who will |77

share with me state responsibilitic%
at all levels. No one can foresee thé
future, and state secrets must not be
known by one person alone.” It was
time, President Sadat felt, that the
leaders of the 1952 revolution who |-
- overthrew the monarchy began to
turn responsibilities over to lhe
Octgber Generaljon.
urmg his tejure as Vice Presi-"
dcnt the stocky, square-faced };
Mubarak exceed President Sa-
dat’s highest eAxpectations. He
became increasingly responsiblé for
the day-to-day running of the coun-
try. Administrative' problems were’

dcicgatc%o him, frecing President | -




L]

- Sadat to deal with the larger-scale
considerations of national and
international policy. Vice President
Mubarak quickly gained a reputa-
tion for thoroughness, precision
and—rare in Egypt—punctuality.

For more than six years, Mr.
Mubarak had the opportunity to
closely observe Presideat Sadat at
work. “I have learred a great deal*
from him . . . a man with more than
40 years of experience in polu‘iCS,
he has admitted.

While Mr. Sadat confcrrcd with
foreign leaders or delivered
spccchcs, Mr. Mubarak customarily
sat nedrby, silently taking notes. .
When Mr. Sadat had private, one-
on-one meetings, as at Camp David,
Jhe~later briefed Mr. Mubarak in
minute detail. In Hosni Mubarak’s
words, “There was nothmg he did or
said that I did not know.”

-Vice President Mubarak. oflcn
filled in for President Sadat at offi-
cial functions and presided over
Cabinet meetings. He was also dis-
paxchcd by Mr. Sadat on wide-rang-
ing and lmportam missions abroad.

Foreign officials who have dealt
with Mr."Mubarak as Vice President *
speak highly of his abilities. Adjec-
tives often” used” to describe him
include ‘frank, self-assured, at ease,
‘warmi,” dignified and cautious.
Israclis who know him respect his
political acumen and_detailed grasp
of the issues.

Narrow Escape .

With-the tragic assassination of
Anwar Sadat last October, Mr.
Mubarak swiftly assumed the posi-
tion for which he had been so care-
fully groomed. A startled world,
wondering whap would becomg of
"Egypt, ‘quickly discovered that the
realistic and foresightted Anwar
Sadat had made ample preparation -
for the succcssmn

“The man sitting at President

Sadat’s right in the reviewing stand,
the news media tevealed, was, in
- fact, his long-prepared and personal-
ly chosen-heiri,Hosni Mubarak. He
had narfowly escaped: death, emerg- -
ing from the melec with né more
than a bandagcd left hand.
|  Prelident Mubarak moved quick-

Iy ‘and decisively to deal with the cri-
sis. Within hours he answered the
question that go'vc'rnm;nt_s around

the globe were so anxnously askmg
“Will Sadat’s policies be contin-
ued?” The peace procéss initiated
by President Sadat would without
question continue, the new Presi-
dent -swiftly reassured the world’s
press.

" That reassurance was repeated in
Mr. Mubarak’s eulogy of Anwar
Sadat: “In the name of the great
depzrted [President Sadat] and the
name of the people, its constitu-
tional institutions and its armed
forces.” he stated, “I declare that
we will honor all international char-
ters, treaties -and commitments
which Egypt has concluded. Our
hands will not cease to push the
wheel of peace in pursuance of the

i of the departed leader.”

Personal Style -

Those who have known President
Mubarak—both in Egypt and
abroad—harbor no doubts about
his sincerity. He clearly wants

peace as much as Anwar Sadat '

wanted it. But most observers agree
that his personal style of leadership
will differ from his ‘predecessor’s.

* He is expected, for example, to
be more outspoken than Mr. Sadat
in his criticism of Israel’s policy on
settlements in occupied territories
and of Israel’s stance in the ongoing
Palestinian autonomy-negotiations.

* For the moment, though, the pri-
mary need is to preserve continuity,
avoiding sudden change or dramat-
ic Méw initiatives. It is inconceiva-
ble, however, that a man of Mr.
Mubarak’s abilities would fail, in
time, to leave his own personal
imprint on Egyptian polity.

(Sne area where change. might
eventually be seen is in Egypt's
relatipns with the rest of the Arab
world. President Mubarak’s friend-
ship with Saudi Crown Prince
Fahd could, for example, lead to a
breakthrough in Egyptian-Saudi
relations. That could lead to
improved relations with the more
modcrate Arab countries that
broke with President Sadat over his
pcacemdkmg with lsrael.

Improved relations with the’
Soviet Union is another long-range
pessibility. Following the murder

of Mr. Sadat, the Kremlin lost no
time in offering to start negotia-

. tions with Cairo to repair damaged

ties. President Mubarak’s reply:
“We are not against good relations |

with any country, but we’ll never |
agree that any country could inter- |

fere with our .internal affairs.” In
other words, better relations with

Moscow would- be welcomed—if |~

the Russians keep out of Egypt's
domestic affairs.

"This is not to suggest a potential
reversal of Egypt’s pro-Western
orientation. President Mubarak—
avowedly anticommunist—is
known to favor a strong American
presence in the Middle East. But
he is also pragmatic enough to take
advantage of whatever opportuni-

ties that might arise to strengthen |

Egypt’s strategic position—includ-
ing negotiating with Moscow.

Family Man

President Mubarak is matried and |

the father of two grown sons. His

wife of 21 years, Susan, met her hus- |~
band when he was a pilot in the air |
force. They married when she was |

17.
Like Jihan Sadat, Susan Muba-

rak is of both British and Egyptian |

descent. Jihan Sadat’s mother was
English; Susan Mubarak’s was
Welsh. Also like Mrs. Sadat, Mrs.
Mubarak plays an active role in
promoting education, charity en-
deavors and women’s causes. They
have both been criticized by con-
servative Moslems who see their

work as contrary to a traditional [,

Islamic woman’s rofe. ~

Susan Mubarak isestudying for B&3
her Mmaster’s degrée in sociology at ===
the American University in Cairo [

(AUC), where she received her

achelor’s degree in 1977. The §
ubaraks’ sons, Gamal, 21, and

Alaa, 19, also study at AUC.

Thé new First Lady is described :

by one friend as *a delightful lhdy"
with *a ready smile’and a sparkle™ in
her eyes. Another_ friend calls her
“graceful, intelligent and witty.”

imposing Agenda

President Mubarak has inherited a |8
-.host of problems not solved.during

" the administration of Anwar Sadat.
Few leaders in<the modern’ history

(Continuéd on page 45)
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church regularly, or even ‘occa-

WHAT

DO CHURCHGOERS

BELIEVE?
(D \WHY>

by Herbert W. Armstrong

L]

A large segment of American life,attends church on Sunday mornings.
WHY do they go? WHAT do these churchgoers - .
The plain truth is a little shoqkmg—~and,illumingting!_ -

BELIEVE, and WHY?

OTHING is so0 ‘astonish-

ing as the truth! It is

often stranger than
fiction.

Most people who attend

sionally, would be really sur-
prised if ‘they should probe into
their own minds far enough to
ask wHyY they go, and just
WHAT is their religious belief—
and wHY?

Do You KNOW?

As a baby, | was taken to church.
As a child, | was taken to Sunday

.| school and church. It was a Quaker

church. | attended church until |
was | 8. Then I began attending the
theater, the athletic contestsor
dances. When we were marri y
wife and 1 felt we ought to{attend
church. We looked ovér the
churches in the general area of our
home, selected .one that was conve-
nient, respectable, with a modern
building: a friendly and - pcrsonablc‘
pastor, and- members we liked
socially.

But wHy did we join? Wuv did
we attend church?

Weik, we just felt we ought to—
that’s about all. Did we stop to ana-
lyze why we ought to attend
church? Well, no. We supposed all
people should attend church,
should they not? We probably
didn't think .much about why! But
hasn’t everybody always hedrd that
one should go to church? It seems,’
we had.

Most people simply assume, take

lutcly no mcaning to me;“Pentc-
cost,” “grace,” "“Antioch,” ‘“‘sancti-
fication,” “Jusuﬁcatlon " “dead in
trespasses . and sins.” Of course |
knew all those things came out of the
Bible—but then, I always said, “I
just can’t understand the Bible.”
Andespeaking .of the Blble :what
does the average churchgoer think
about the Bible? I think that in those
_years I was typical of many. It was

for granted and accept without",. “the Good Book.” I did, in a way,
question at they've always Tegard it with a certain superstitious

heard. Wsually they don’t know
WHY. .

What I;'ud We Bollovo?

Did we have a oeﬁmte religion?
Reflectifig back, my answer would
have to be “No.” How about you?

What did we believe? Well, we
had ‘no deep-rooted convictions. We
believed. of course, those things we
had most often heard in church. We .
supposed there is a heaven and -
hell—an ever-burnisg hell. ‘'We
believed—or supposed we did—in -~
the |mmorl4luy of the soul We '
belicved in Sunday, and Christmas
and New Year's and Easter, and
from boyhood | had heard the pasgor
tatk about’ a few weird things, or

awe. It was beyond my comprehcn-_ )
sion. Of course | assumed owur’

. -church got its beliefs out of the
Bible. The preacher could: under:
stand it. But then, too, 1 grew up
looking on the' minister as a person
different from the rest of us. He was

- asort of holy man, not-tempted tosin

or.to enjoy the wordly ures like
“the rest of uMa}s)%c a man
from another world. But the Bible
was the Book men laid their hands
0y when’ tak,mg the oath of office
-And it was the one Book ! shoul

have been too embarrm.sed to carry
down thé street.

Did 1 look .on it as “the Word of
Gad”? Well, yes, Isupposz. s0. But
then I never thought of it in specif~
‘tc terms .as the message, the
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1 result | vaguely con- -

instruction of God, to give man the
explanation of what he is, and why
he is here, and where ‘e is going,
and how he ought to live, and how
he can be happy, and prosperous
and enjoy life more.

Sopgichow ‘“‘religion”™ was for
Sufiday morning—except that 1
had been taught that:its prohibi-
tions lasted all day Sunday. It was
sin to go to the theater on Sunday,
and it. wds a sin to dance, or smoke,
‘or swear, or drink at any time—and
even theatergoing was ‘“‘worldly”
and probably a sin at any tmme.
Playing cards was

all that was. Anyway, it was “‘up
yonder™ and when they ogfled the
roll, 1 took it for granted 1 was
" going to be thepe.
And what was my’idca of Gop—
_and_of Christ—and of the devil?
Well, God was One to fear and be
appeased, in a way—and yet, if we
, pleased Him, He could make things
break our way for us. If we faced a
frightful tragedy an® possible
death, crying out to. Him might
save ug, But generally, I think 1
rather took.it for granted that God
didn't want us to be happy or enjoy

had no-relation tq or conncction
with the rest-of life as a whole—my’
school, fun, play, hobbies, and, as |
grew older, business, philosophies
and beliefs.

What a “Bible Christiai S e

But when I was 34 years of agb. my
religious nonchalance was rudely
jolted. My wife and I were visiting
my parents in Salem, Oregon. Mrs.
Armstrong returned from a visit
with one of my mother’s ﬁ’nc,nds—»—a
neighbor. This woman secmed to
be a sort of “*Bible Christian’"" She

had handed her Bi-

sin too. Aside from a
few such things, 1 .
ad no idea what my
church believed.
Except for a few
such church teach-
ings, “‘religion” was
for Sunday morning
and had no connec-
tion whatever with’
my life otherwise,
Of course church
membership often
supplies a portion of
one’s social life, and
many men attend to

A a

W

ble to my wife and
asked her to read a
certain  passage
aloud. Then, without
any comment: what-
ever, she asked my
wife to turn to
another passage and
read it aloud - then
another and another
All these passages
seemed to connect in

an orderly  se-
quence.

“Why! (38
claimed my wife n

make valuable busi-
ness contacts.
Religion? Well,
vaguely | had heard
that Adam was the
first man, and that
he sjaned, and
“fell™-—-whatever
that mceant. As a

ceived tiat life was
lik¢ a one-way’ trip

“I vaguely conceived that life was like a
one-way trip on a train. Because

of Adam, the switch in the track at the

~ end of the line is thrown to | the Wble tcaches

TWell, don’t ask

shoot us all down to hell. So I supposed | me.” dmited my

we'needed to ‘get saved’ . ..

astomishment, “this
1s not what l've
always been taught’
Have | always been
led to beheve just
the opposite of what

mother’s neighbor
“1 didn’t teach youw a
word You just read

on-a train Because -

of Adam, the switch in the track at
the end of the line is thrown' to
shoot us all down to hell. So | sup-
poded we needed to “‘get saved,”
although | had been tjught that T
had a-“birthright mo'«ébcrship“ in
the church, so | guessed 1 probably
was alrcady “‘saved”-—at least |
don’t remember that | ever worricd
about it. When one is “'sived,” the

| switch in the track at the end of

life’s journcy: is then thrown so
that, when he gets to tlic end of the
line he will bo shot instaitly up to
heaven, “to be with,the Lord™ in

;| munsions. above, M*aver the river,”

“hfe  He certanly frowned *on all
worldly pleasures Christ, however,
was more kind and loving - He was

~ our Savior Above all, neither God

nor Christ were riat to me  they
were in reality “far ot =

Now these were not definite,
concrete beliels or deep-rodted con-
victions. They were just ethereal,
VAgue assumpuions l. never gave
them deep or speaitic thought. |

just took them for granted, suppuos-

ing cverybody believed. these
things. My mind Wwas fogused on
tic material interests of the
momcnt- - things closer to hypd. As

. it yourself it of the
Bible S~

Mrs  Armstrong JANc runping
to tell me what she hisd discovered
Suddenly her religious beligl had
been Changed To me. she had
bBeeome s cehigious fanstic What
she had rcad out of the Bible was
diamictrically contrary (0 ihe gener. |
al teachings of the churches, | was
angered, furious. Argument did no

.good She had all the answers i

saght out of the Bible Ilwoq was the
tncident that challenged and
angered me into the lirst scal study
of the Hibleof all 'my hte.

1 said: “You can’t tell me that ali

ar “on_the other shose,” wherever

1sad, rehgion was for Suaday. It
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-| existence of God, |

they get what they believe out of
the Bible!” So I devoted six months
to intensive, almost night and day,

| research and study to try to find, in

the Bible, what I had been taught
in.church. I, too, was astounded to
fird just the opposite. I obtained
the literature of churches support-
ing their beliefs. I searched the
commentaries, the lexicons, the
Bible encyclopedias. I searched out
the arguments of higher criticism
on these points. I tried my best to
overthrow my wife’s new Bible
beliefs—but they definitely were in
the Bible. i )

At last, once [ swallowed my
pride, admitted defeat, was hum-
bled, had repented, and accepted
the Christ of the Biblé—a different

‘Christ than [ had previously pic”

tured-—I had found the true

sOURCE for belief. . L

What a difference there is
between professed “‘Christians”
who age churchgoers, and a true
BiBLE Christian! I know that dif-
ference because I have begn both!

Regardless of whether one has
been angered into an honest study
of the Bible, as I was, or whether

today's “cnlightehqd" clergy, and
its theological seminaries where |

.young ministers are educated,

Spend more time trying to deter-
mine how much of the Bible they
wish to classify as myth, and how |.
little as truth—when only 1 percent
of theolegical students in the U.S.,
by actual survey, believe in any
Second Coming of Christ: which is
stated and affirmed repeatedly in
the - Bible—when theologians ahd
the professional clergy interpret the
Bible to mean the very opposite of
what it plainly says, in order to pre-

tend that it supports

I entered an in-
depth research of
the theory of evolu-
tion. I studied La-
marck, . Darwin,
Haeckel, Huxley,
 Spencer, Vogt. |
almost doubted the

rescarched science
and philosophy, and
PROVLEY ‘irrefutably
that tﬁc all-intelli-
gent personil Cre-
ator God does exist
Then 1 put the Bible
to test -and by sev-
eral infallible proofs,
"PROVED 1t 1o be the
very revelation of
the - hiving God to
mAnkind. carrying
final aAvTHORITY

. Now I was no lon-
ger garclessly gssum-
ing or taking for
granted without.
question what 1 had

-~ in the track at the end of life’s journey
is then thrown so that, when .he
gets to the end of the line he will be
shot instantly up'to heaven,

‘to be with the Lord." »

their teachings—
then you may know
what is wrong.

If you will read
Jeremiah 23, Eze-
kiel 13, and 34,
which are prophe-
cies of conditions
now, in our day, an
of Christ's stat
ment of Matthew
24:4-5, 11, 24, of the
false preachers that
would deceive the
MANY; and of_the
many statements in
the Bible that the
whale world would
be deccived, you will
begin to understand.
It is,.indeced, hard
for one born, reared,
and steeped in this
world's education,
religion, customs
and ways, to realize
“that this is nor God's

=

Busrrations Dy Monte Woiverton

heard or what oihers
accepted | was proving what was
frue And it was not what | wanted
to accept Rather. it wounded my
pride 1t was humihating It was
traumiatic It brought me to the uust
difficult decision of my life —to
admit not only that 1 had been
wrong  but to sec my own self, for
the first time, as | realls was  un
abhorrent, rebellious, vags human
who was evil by nature and unworthy
of Gad's grace and mesey and love.
I was a bitter decision - 1 now
felt my hie was worthless, but |
told God that if He could use such
a worthless life, 1-would give it to

Him in unconditional surgender.

e g e o

he had never been to church or
heard anything else’ in the first

place. or wny he looks into the .

Hible for hunself, he will find the
same tiung there that | found- —-if
he is honest aind willing

A person who is born and reared
on a faraway uninhabited island in
mud-ocean, having never heard any
rehigious belief, if he had a Bible
and was able to read, would be a
tutal strangcr (0 many of these
things | was taught in church-- he
would sce, in the Bible, just what
everybody clse does who luoks into
it Aonestly.

What’s wrong, then? When

world, but Satan's,
It comes as a jarring

shock! 1 know. 1've experienced

it

The Bible interprets itsell. It
means what it says, and it says what
it means. Taken as it is, it makes
sense. .
Don’t, be a spiritual coward.
Look into it for yourself. 1t's full of
surprises—it's full of TRUTH—It's
full of the way to a positive peace of
mind, to happiness, to prospérity,
abundant living here and now and
to salvation in joyous cternal life—
FORBVER! .

God'’s world is soon coming—the
peuccful, happy WORLD TOMOR-
rOW! ()

Foltuasy l'“l
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WHY THE WORLD WILL
‘NOT DISARM

WHY THERE WILL BE
PEACE ANYWAY

If our only hope

OES PEACE-—yoOur sur-

vival—depend on the

outcome of negotia-

tions between the United

States and the U.S.S.R. in
Geneva?

Does the fate of the world

rest on what a few dozen arms

experts from the United States
and Sovict Union do around a
conference table?

A whole school of ‘*‘peace”
experts would certainly say so. .

One View

A considerable body of opinion says
the only hope for human survival
lies in disarmament. This school of
thought is best represented by
Frank Barnaby of the Stockholm
International Peace Research Insti-
tute (SIPRI), when he says:

“If our civilization is to suryi%c
there really is no feasible alternd-
tive to nuclear disarmament.” (Em-
phasis added.)

The view is also rcprcsemcd vy
British opposition leader Michael
Foot, when he tells a disarmament

. rally, “Only by disarmament cén

wc. properly protect our people.™
Now look at the facts as they
are. : :

-

-
Neither Trust nor Good .Intentions

Dié’%&mament absolutely requires

by Jeff Calkins: B

mutual trust. While, of course,
there are those—particularly in the
European Pcacc Movement—who
would not object if the Soviet Union
had the only nuclear weapons on the
continent, a political majority in
most countries‘in Western Europe
still favor having enough power to
remain independent of the Soviet
Union. Thus disarmament cannot
be, as they say, unilateral. One side
cdnnot do it alone.

In his speech on disarmament

President Reagan said, **“We cannot
reduce arms unilaterally. Success
can only come if the Soviet Union
will 'share ‘our commitment.” And
during Soviet President Leonid
Brezhnev's trip to Bemn last
November, his spokesman de-
clared, “*‘We have no weapon we do
not wish to part with, if this were
mutual.”

Yet cach superpower clearly
does not trust.the other not to take
advantage of weakness. Thus, in
February, 1981, the Soviet Union’s
defense minister Dmitry Ustinov
charged that the United States had
“plans” to launch a “‘preemptive

nuclear’” attack against the USSR
and Easg bloc natlons to gain global .

supenorlly

On the American Md(—, u. S. Dcp-
uty Secretary of State Lawrence
Eagleburger characterized Russian
goals in Europe as menacing:

“The Soviets have no higher goal

dlsarmamem, humamty |s
doomed Fortunately, it isn’t.

.

than undoing the December 1979
decision [of the U.S. to deploy mid-
range missiles in Europe], léaving

_themselves with an undeterred capa-

bility to wage or threaten nuclear
war'in Europe.” °

Because of such Jmlstrust disar-
mament negotiations often become
perverse games of numbers jug-
gling.

A MAD Doctrine

What is it that prevents the Soviet
Union from launching an attack on
the United States?

Even to ask the question subverts
the idea of disarmament. The ques-
tion itself implies that the Soviets
just might do it if they could ger *
away with it. It assumes that there
is a component to human nature
that not many in the peace move-
ment even gare to acknowledge: the
dgsire on the part of the Suviql
leaders to bring all the worid under
theit domination. «

So whq\ does prevent sugh an
attack? In™a word—fear; fear that
cnough U.S. forces would survive to
be used to devastate the attacker.

But what happens if the first
attack swuccessfully destroyed
America’s own nuclear weapons—
before they gould ever be used?

The principle of auuckmg the
other side's weapops is not new. In
1914, before bombers came into
widespread use in military arscnals,

‘
L
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o
Winston Churchill werote: *“T

, great defence against aerial menace
is to attack the enemy’s aircraft as
near as possible to theif point of
-departure.” Today, the same prin- -
ciple would ‘mean attacking. the
enemy’s missiles. while they were

still in the ground, or the enemy’s

bombers before they could take off,
or the enemy's submarines before
they could launch their missiles.

It "is this fedr—that “the othcr
side could disarm your side beforc
you could get your own forces. off
the ground—which fuels. the
nuclear ‘arms race.’

That's why the blg stumbling
block in the SALT II agreement

_was verifiability. Bluntly, a- majori--

ty of the American Senate was
afraid that the Soviets would cheat
on the agreement and gain the abil-
ity to launch a nuclear attack
without having 10 worry about lhe
“American response.

To prevent such a surprise attack,
American nuclear. war ‘“‘experts”
developed the -idea ““mutual
*assured dcstrucy«gMAD for
short. . :

The idea is that neither power
would dare launch a niclear attack
against the other because ifit did, it
would suffer devastation from the
other side’s “second strike.” Of
course, the idea depended on the
other side having endugh forces left
after-the first attack,to launch. that
second amko.—:.omc(hmg which
America might not possess if Soviet
weapons ever became accurate
cnough to destroy American weap-
ons before those weapons eyen get
off the ground! .

For its part, the United States has
been willing to give the Soviets a

uarantee that it would never launch
surprisc_nuclear attack against the
Sovict Union. . .

In the '1960s the United States
deliberately - dismantled its air
defenses! It is-a simple fact that
Soviet bombers (or anyone else’s for
that matter) tould anack major
American citics. undetected because
of gaps in America’s radar network
and Ameiica's almost total lack of
surface-to-air missiles with which 1o
shoot those bothbers down.

Thus, & U.S. attack on the Soviet

Usiion could ncver work because |f.

evep only a few Soviet bombers
were (o survive, they almost cpr--

“tainly would penetrate Ameriqan
airspace to ‘destroy a number” of
American cities—something politi-,
" cally impossible for an Amerlcan
President to allow,

MAD explains why no nuclear
weapons have been exploded since
Waorld War II. There was absolute-
« ly no chance a Soviet surprise
attack could” successfully disarm
the United Suates: rétaliation was

sure. 'But MAD means a perpetual’

arms race; if the United States ever
_allows its forces to come to.the
point. where the USSR could dis-
arm_those forces in a surprise

ck, nuclear war would be possi-

le. Thus each side must continual- .

ly build “‘better” and more accurate
weapons. MAD's critics wonder,
“This is the way to peace?”
No Soviet Guarantees ‘

Unllke the United States, the
Soviet Union has not given any tan-

gible guarantee that it -would not-

launch a surprise attack. The
Soviets have not so structured their
nuclear forces that they ‘would be
yYulnerable to a second strike from
thc country they attacked. Instead,
the Soviet Union has only given
verbal statements it ‘would never
attack anyone.

Thus Soviet President Brczhnev
told interviewers fdr Der Spiegel:
“lI can declaré that the Soviet
Union will under no circumstances
employ nuclear weapons against
states that forego production and
acquisition of such -arms and don't
have them stationed on their terri-
tory. We arc ready (o guarantee
that to any counlry. wnlhoul excep-
tioh, by treaty.”

Noucc' “Guarantee . .. by trea-
ty.” Suppose the USSR broke the
(ruly" What would the attacked
nation do? Shake a picce of _paper
at incoming bombers?

At another time, TASS news
ageéncy commentator Yuri Kornilov
declared: “The Soviet Union needs
no war, does not threaten anyone and
is not going to attack anyone.”

The. problem, 'in a nutshell, is
that the world has only their words.
That's.all. Just their unenforceable
promisc,

No wogder hard-headed military
planners-—ITien; in ‘whose care the

very survival of nations is en--

trusted—find they must look at the
other side's ability, not its stated

intentions. - If a -nation builds its .

military forces as.if it planned. a
surprise attack, yet all the while

proclaims its peaceful mtentlons it

cannot be trusted.

At one point in.a conversation

-with West German Chancellor Hei-

, mut Schmidt, .Brezhnev-¥eportedly |

+said: “We never wanted to be strong:
- et than anyone else. And we do not
_have that aim now. We have no

thought of attacking anyonc.” Yet

over the past 15 years the USSR has -

engaged in the greatest military
buildup in. peace-time history. In
almost every categgry of weaponry,
numbers of long’range missiles,
numbers of m;('i‘fa;nge missiles, total
power. of warheads, numbers of
* tanks, infantry and planes, the Soviet

Ugion long ago became strongcr
than anyone else.

While the U.§. ktill leads in '

number, of aircr carriers and
. total number of warheads, even its
lead in warheads is expected to dis-
appear by the mid to late 1980s.
Unlike the United States, the
Soviet Union never dismantled its
air defense system as a guarantee it
would never-strike first. Combine
this fact with the Soviet buildup of
308 super-accurate SS-18 mis-
siles—capable of destroying hard-
ened missile silos. And combine it
with the Soviet pursuit of an
aggressive civil defense plan. It
suggests that the Kremlin wants at
least the capability of being able to
launch a nuclear attack on the
Uniited States and s¢ill suryive:’

A Pinch of SALT

Thcre are those who have hkened
the arms race to two apes on a

treadmill, each too stupid to realize

the race is pointless and simply get
off. . The conclusion they “draw is

that . at lecast the Unitqd States -

s*ﬁould stop building any mare
nuclear weapons—and then the
Soviets, rcahzmg the fruitlessness
of the.r owa bunldup. would Jdo the
same thing.

The problem wdh such an
approach is that it assumes a sur-

'y X
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- _prise ai(ack couldn’t possibly dis-

arm the United States. Yet military

. experts—even doves—now admit .

that by tlie mid-1980s gat the

"latest) the Soviets will be “able to
" knock out America’s 1054 ICBMs

. . . -
in a surprise attack—a move only

world and nuclear war is Amcnca S -
missile submarine fleet..
Byt submarine missiles pack less

2

. power than regular ICBMs and are*

less accurate. While they could

. destroy “soft™ targets like Sovieteit-

The ultimate isonyis that during the -

time the SALT I disarmament -

treaty was in effect the world’ moved
' closer fo nuclear war!

‘only -.thing standing betwccn the. \obsolc(c. liquid- fuel SS 4 and SS-5

mldrange missiles.) -~ -

APinch ot SALT U~ . .

In 1972, the USSR apd the United
States signed the first strategic arms

‘limit agreement (SALT I—the ini-

tials stand for Strategic Arms Limi-
tation Talks). SALT 1 was an arms
control agreement widely hailed at *

_the time of its signing' (particularly

by the Nixon administration) as a

" great step forward for world peace v

and detente (a word you don’t hear

anymore since the Soviet invasion of

Afghanistan). é E

- We now know- that the Sqviets
cheated on  SALT [ during. the
1970s (though detente-minded

‘Ford-and Carter state departments
_chose to, in the words of Aviation
-Week, “‘cover up” the violations).
The Soviets tested a mobile anti-
‘missile system, tested to upgrade

© an antiaircraft system {a .an anti-

Wide World Photo

preventdblc by a US. “la‘unch on

warning.”

Launchi on warning is extremely
dangefous, though, because the
“warning” -might bé a false one
and, in any case, an American Pres-
ident would probably want extra
“time to see if war could be stopped
before any thore missiles were

fired. If he had to “push -the but-

ton” after just a few minutes con-.
sideration, he. might be condemn--

ing millions to death, which
wouldn't be necessary if he could
somehow limit the scope of.the war

.to, say, mutual attacks on each

other's missile bases.

Since America’s 300 or so long-

range bombers face about 12,000

Soviet sur/dcc-to-alr missiles, it is

doubtful (hat any which survived a
surprise attack could-get thraugh to
their targets. That would mean the

,

ies in a retaliatory attack, they might
not be able to hit military targets.
After a Soviet surprise attack, they
might only be good against cities,
leaying the American President
faced with a terrible choice: if he
ordered his submarings to attack,
U.S. cities would face .certain
destruction because the Soviet
Union would easily have the power,
even after its first attack, to destroy
them; or he could surrender.

While the United States has:
foregone "adding to its nuclear.
forces, the Soviet Union has kept -
on building. Since 1967 the United
States has scrapped its B-47, B-58,
B-70 and B-{ bombers,.the Jupiter

“and Thor mlssﬂcs ‘the Skybolt mis-

sile, the Polaris missile and its sin-.
gle antimissile missile. The. Soviets
haven't ~ scrapped. anythlng
(Though they claim to.be scrapping

missile system, concealed missile
submarine sites from U.S. verifica-
tion satellites, contealed the pro- *
duction ‘of the mobile SS-16 and
SS-20 missiles, and.encrypted mis-

.sile- test data—all- in violation of
-their promises in SALT I to limif-
their deployment of antimissile.

missiles and allow for satellite ver-

ification of strategic forces. i
. The ultimate irony is that'during”
the time the SALT | disarmament

treaty® was in effect the. world

moved closer to.nuclear war!

The Soviets - used the time to
build the ‘monster SS-18 missile,
capable of knocking out American
land-based missiles because of its ;
extreme accu‘racy.—within' a quar-
ter of.a mile of its target. The

. Soviets also uséd the, time to build

up antiaircraft defenses to ward off
any retaliatory strike from Ameri- ~

- can bombers.

Whilé the United -States develop-
ed the Trident submarine and Tri-
dent missile, it held back forgthe-
mos$ part on upgrading its forces in

Hopes of 'yet another SALT, treaw,

SALT II. When-the.Soviet invasion
of Afgharfistan in early 1980 made

passage of SALTII in' the United

States Senate impossible, the United
States was lef( with the possibility »
that in a matter agears the Séviets
thearetically were going to be.able to

12

The PLAIN TRUTH




vt - T .. . .
: i g v \ . . . 3 ‘
s e . p . \ i
-4 ’ - N : . .
o 0 . 1. L, e - N -
D . ‘ 4 N -~ v Pr P
™ © - - N -y - N
- 3 o el S e ! 4
ot ": - PRI RL YN . -,‘ -
. - ‘ R " s .
. upull ofr a disarming first strike—at ‘gturg%ll 8et away with what K’ in the next few y s" It has never oy
- least against U.S. land-based mis- can get away- A%ith-—the only ulti- been achieved béfore.” . ~.-”\§°=!;J‘" o

sifes—and ward off attackgp,gpm an

_ - agmgsU S bombcr fleet.

. “‘Tho Papor “it's Written On'" -

While it m'h_y be true that, as Win-
« Ston Churd’ull aid, “'to jaw, jaw is
batter than to" war, war,”

Ta s, Y

_» selves-ymake the world “§ifer’

LSV

Hans M@rgcnlhdu. in his classic’

text on intermational, refations— «
_Politivs Among Nations—writés:

. may see

treaties
and négotiations cannot’of them—

“The modern philosophy of disar- -

mament proceeds from the assugp- ~
tion that men “5,&}» because they 7.
“have arms?™ Rather, “men do, not

Aight because ghey have arms. fhcy :

fighy, bcuausc they dccm it neces-.
sary o fight."”
We are face

unpleasant fact about

[ faccf wuh an
human ~

B’éhavmr with

, mate bound ofi “it is force. Since

* Gain and Abel;"human betngs have !

tried to dominate- each other and
have in return tried to resist. This
ke a rathep dim view of
human’ nadure, ‘But it accords with
cverythmg ‘we Rpow about man
from history or frony God's wnl(cn

ward, ‘the Bible. ..

“The [human] keéart is dcceltf(

-above all things, "and - desperately -

wicked . .. (Jer. “17 9).
"*Nate the words™of one arms ana—

lysl Bruce Douglas; Clayton, writ- -
.ing,if the gcncrally*;iovnsh Bu/lelﬁgi‘%dcsnre to-:dominate of

nglomu Smaay;.ﬂs
‘Given 1t 'hie.tory of humain

tgatd. to weapons;:

natlgndllsm

i'nOrquty. militars.
] > &rmcd confrontax,
tmns and war—g\‘ﬂuhg in genéral, x§ .

> Mr. Morgenthau writes that *all
polmcally active patiogs are by%
ipition engaged in a competition for.
power of :%gh armémcnts are apl
mdlspcnsable lerent™” ;.

“The lust for p!owcr is 28 old §1$

the -devil’s" challcng&: +0- qu ¢see o,

lsmah T4 12 15). And,n. _?d lufa
~ceftain spirit. thajhas ‘extfled Tn
humau béings sirce .- Adam ldok‘
from the forbldde'rf?ttcc in the Gar-
- den of Edgn there is a certain hos:
uluy-—:md prldcﬁ\\hrlch nations
can be -telied on ‘1o Yeflect. Thé
bofor R
- own sake was the kc) element “of
the devil's: cha’llcngc 16:God ‘and an,
attitude tRat” “human bcmgs have™
. always, as a:maiter of su;nplc histas--,

“From, wTwnLc :.umn'wars and

: u.al facty: c)(cmpllhcd SNy .

R O

‘e

A

@t

Top . |
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‘. nature: Human politicaly leaders ; |t~ rca.\()ndblc ta expedt the nuulq‘gm ‘ngh(mga dmong you?? dskt;d the o0
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that war in your members?"”

1t is a painful fact and not easily
acknowlcdgcd e

There is.a story of a nuclear
strategist, the late Bernard Brodie,
who once dismissed the idea of a
surprise nuclear attack-by the
Soviet Union against "the United
States _as. not ‘‘worth spending
much moncy on.” Why? he was
asked. H'|s answcr Hum/an bemgs
don't act thax way."”

Of course, human beings*do act
" that way. Conquest has been one of
history's constant themes.  w§ins

‘‘Remémber the Hivites'’

Lawrence W. Beilenson, author of
Treaty Trap, points out that man’s
terdency to break .treaties goes
back a long, long time. Consider,
he notes, ther disarmament agree-
ment made between the sons of the

biblicial patnarch Jacob and the.

Hivites in Genesis, ‘chapter 34, .-
The ‘young Hivite named She-
chem, the son of Hamor, had
seduced Dinah, Jacob's. daughter.
Afterwards, “*Hamor the father of
‘Shechem went out unto Jacob to
commune with him™ (verse 6). At
this ‘‘conference’’ the Hivites
_ “dffered intermarriage of the two
peoples (verse 9) and the sharing of
Hivite land (verse 10) in return for
Jacob’s allowing Dinah to wed She-
chem. The sons of Jacob agreed—
but wanted one morg concegsion—
all the male Hivilcs‘lﬁad to agree to
be cin:cumciscd {verse 15), an opera-
tion which, of course, rendered them
in no shape for combat for the next
few days.

So, “on_the third day, when they
tthe Hivites] were sores. . . two of
the sons of Jacpb, Simeon and d_evi,
Dinah’s brethrep, took each man
his sword, and came upon the city
boldly, and slew all the males™
(verse 25).

In this case, the Hivites only had
an oral ggreement that the sons of

" Jacob would live peaceably with
them (compare verses 10 and 21).
And as .the old joke about oyal
agreements goes: they're not worth
the paper they're written_on. The

,-Hivites had no gyarantee that the
sons of Jacob would not take advan-~
tage of their temporary weakness.

A reader of the account in Gene- -

. have to reconsider.’

“'sis 34 may notice that when the

sons of Jacob accepted the *‘disar-
mament agreemént,” they. did so
“deceitfully” (verse 13). Unlike 2
contract a private citizen might
make; international tréaties are
unenforceable—except. through
war. If a treaty is made deceitfully,
the other side may lose every-
thing—as the: Hivites did.

- Now ebnsider\the modern context

of the~disarmaMent movement in
Europe: The ondon- Economist
summarizes what would happen if
Western Europe just went ahead and
renounced ﬂ(m},m weapons without
the Sovwdomg hkewnm LY SN
“If western Europé rejeclcd
nuclear . weapons the Russian
response would pretty certainly be
a grateful, if puzzied, smile. The
more honest of western’ Europe’s
nuclear disarmers have lately
staned to realize this. They there-
fote explam that ‘if the Russians

did not start:to match our disarma- .

ment moves in the west, weshould
It would be too
late to reconsider.”

“Tod late to.reconsider—like
the foolish Hivites in Genesis 34—
or Prime Minister' Chamberlain in
1938 who came back from a confer-
ence with Hitler in Munich waving
-a piece of paper, proclaiming

“peace in our time.' 4

Mutual trust is absolutely neces-

-sary for -disarmament, but it ‘is
absent. among nations. . The Soviet
Union has never renounced its goal
of communizing the world. The
‘West can never be-sure that any dis-
armament agreement negotiated
with the Soviets isn't really a ploy to
leave the West vulnerable to a sur-
prise attack. Nor can the -Soviet

leaders will not do, because it
would ' mean admitting that the
goals to which. they have devoted
their lives—and the sacnﬁces they
have imposed on their people—
were in vain. . :

Thus as a practical matter there
can be no disarmament that does
not in some way promote the Soviet
domination of the world. There-
fore, as long as the United States
and other nations care about freec-
dom and independence, there can
be no dnsArmamem

Why There wul Be _Ponco Anyway

. #Disdarmament,’ declared The
Plain f!h 19 years agg, “is the
result peacc*\‘i'\ot the way to it

Peace  will come Wien Christ
returns fo this earth and forcibly
sets up his government over all

nations.: It will take Christ to end

the international anarchy that
insures that disarmament treaties
can be’ cheated on or broken .in
today's. .world.

The Bible reveals that the
returned Christ will “rule {the
nations] with a rod of iron’ (Rev.
19:15), and force the nations to
“beat their swords into plowshares™
(Isa. 2:4). While the Biblc says
man doesnt know thé. ‘‘way of
peace” (lsa. 59:8), God does. and._
the Gospel itself is, among other
things,  message about the peace
(Eph. 6:15) which God will impose
from on high. . ~
. In the meantime, hope of pre-
ventingy, war rests with whatever
fear the American nuclear arsenal
can inspire in Soviet leaders, an
ever mbre slender reed as the world
enters the mid-1980s. Disarma-
ment negotiations can seem to less-

Union ever really renounce its goal,.# &n “international tensions,” at least

because the very ability of the Soviet
leaders to stay in power depends on
giving the=Soviet people something
outside themselves and their domes-
tic system to sacrifice for.

“Were the Soviets to become a
_status -quo power, they would have

as they are publicized in the West-
ern media, but they Cannot reach

-the underlying causes of war—

which don’t derive from weapons
‘but from the very nature, of the
human - heart . itself. Indeed, the
Bible leaves us a stern warning

té acknowledge, as Chinese com- - .about putting trust m ncgollntnons ‘

munist leaders havé dane, theit
failure to’ provide high living stan-
dards for their citizens. That would
.in turn forc#them to change their
system (as' Chinese ‘have begun to
-do)—arid.that is something Soviet

to bring peace:

“Ror when they shall say, Pcace
and safety, then.sudden destruction
cometh upon them, as travail upon
a woman with child; and they shall

Knot escape” (1 Thess. 5:3). O
. »
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\ . by Roderick C Meredith .

Here is the SEVENTH LAW of radiant health. Breaking it can undo all the benefits
attained through healthful living—often with frightening speed.’

ta

7

was driving home from
Fresno, California, at
night when it hap- '

pened. P
It had been a

long “day. | was tired but
relaxed behind the wheel of
the car after a good dinner en
route. We were nearing the
end of our 440-mile round
trip from l.os Angeles
to Fresng and back.

As we droveé through
the tunnels on the Pasa-
dena Freeway, a little
dark-green. sports car
went out of control: It
careened against the
side of the tunnel and
baunced back, blocking
two lanes—and the fel-
low just ahead of me. He
had to slam on his brakes
but could not avoid hitting
the sports car.

I couldn’t believe how °
quickly, it all happened! ;

I hit )uy brake quickly, but I had
virtually no time to stow down—for
1 was probably following too close-
ly. So my car skidded sideways—
hiso blocking two lanes. Fortunate-
ly, there was no one’ following
closely behind me or | might not be
here 10 write this.

Even then, we skidded down the’
highway and bumped the car just
ahead—causing. considerable dam-
age to both vchicles. My wife was
not injured, but a young woman
February 1982 - ’ .

.

.

accom-

panying us was thrown against the

rear car-door handle and recef a

severe bruise on her hip, which gave

her discomfort for several weeks.
In the original wreck,.the ca-

reening ‘sports-car driver was

" severely injured and' had®o be tak-

en away by ambulance. He lived,

"’but suffered severely, and was sud-

denly faced with huge medical
bills. His car was complctely
wrecked. :

N

 He was fortunate to be alive.
And so were we.

it Can Happen So Fast

Obviously, no accidiat is planned.”

They suddenly hit you‘or seemingly

leap at you with frightening -

speed. .

Yet, carcful analysis revgals that,

they should have. been ex-

pested. Accidents may. involve

your -lifestyle, your activities
and perhaps  equipment
or vehicles. . - -
All of us should
realize, also, “that
things often go in

cycles. "You .mdy, have .

no accideats in’ your
immediate family*for
a few years. Then all

of . a sudden you will .

have one, your child
will have orit and per-

“haps anothgr close

‘family miember or

friend as well.
.- . Precisely because of
W this, and because accidents
‘happen so quickly—\with such
sickening speed and harshness that
we may’ not. have experienced for

years—it is imperative that we take-

thought and prevénlative measures
ahead of time. o
* " Accidents can instantly take
from you the fruits of literally
years of obeying the other six
laws of health—summarized two
months ago in The Plain Truth.
You cdn cat a proper, balan
diet, get regular, vigorous cxer-
"




N "‘\ wrecks is drunk dnvmg Every-23
minutes, someone in the United
States is killed.in an accident

involvIng a drunkdriver. 7,
On a typical Sajurday, studics
havc{efound cone of.gvery 10 driv-
ers 15 drunk. B;ﬁ'"of;’ever) 2,000 T .
drunk dnvcrs.,genly one is arrest- ¢ 7
cd-- and stff punishment s
meted out in only a fracuon of
lhcsc cases!
ulhorm;gs “dgree that
drunk driving’ 1s . the most
" vocially acceptable violent crime
in the United,| States. Geod calls g,
w1 A (.dplldl an! Some Judgcs
. and jurties aie futs t'?ﬁ,.,lolcr.mt ks
of the drunken driver. Being reg--
ular drinkers themselves. : ;hcy '
- tend to say, "Tth&l for the
gracc of Gad, go 1™ .

Did You Know... -

that in the United States drnk drivers kill
more individuals
each year than die from all crfmo
involving murder, rape, robbery and
assault?
2»«"!!1 accidents in the developed-worid are
. . the fdurth most important cause of ‘death,
B oxcoedod only by Tveart disease, eincet
» strok e?’
thlt %cidents in the dovolope.qém ﬁro
the leading cause of. dewi) amdng a
persons age 1 to about 407
that tar more nccidonta occur in the homn
than in places of omplgy@gﬂt?’

cise, slecp well and have

a positive mental attitude and
yet_suddenly be “the sickest man
in towa" Jif you get hit by a
truck‘ N -

wm Accldonu? : -

Why lhe terrible waste of hre and
limb in so many varicties of tragic

accidents? Why the massive:

amount of human suffering—the
permanently scarred and crippled.
the widows and orphans, the -mil-
lions of losl‘ work hours, the
hundreds of millions of dollars,
pounds or marks -needlessly spent
because of accidents?

The answer varies, of course,

with cach type of accident.
Not surprisingly, certain types of
pcople are accident pronc. And

others are more prone to accldcnls .

© in certajn situations.

As a Royal Bank of Canada
newsletter polnls out: “B@ng in a
bad humour is a dangerous state.' A
person in 3 cheerful, lundly. happy
mood is less likely to incur an acci-
dent than onetin a mood of discon-
tent, grief or despair. When we arc
irritated, fecling below par or frus:
18 '

: the form of broken

h )

trated, we have 1o be extra

careful in everything we do,

for these feelings make us smmg
ducks for accidents.™

People in bad moods are funda- -

mentally breaking the second great
spiritual law of our Creator: *Thou

shalt love thy neighbour as thy-

self.”

As regular Plain Truth readers
know: God has revealed- in that
book we call the Holy Bible a wAY
of life. He has revealed vaws of life
that operate automatically—=just’
like the law of gravity. When we
break these laws; they break us—in
¢s, broken
friendships, broken ¢arcers. and -
dreams—and often. in the m
broken' bodies and broken -
from acg;dent.s o~

As we proceed to Iook at differ-
ent types of accidents—their.
causes and thei cure—tlunk on’
this principle. For, each case,
spiritual LAWS are almost certain-
ly also being broken..And this vio-
lation must be repented of. 1t
must stop.in order for the acci-
dents themselves to stop occur-
ring. - . . . RS

.

<y

In some bcandm,ivun cauin-
tnes a drwcr arrestod. with only

" half the amiounmt of alcohol . the

United . States permits is cons:d-
ered 100 drunk”io drive. And.h¢*

faces a -mandatary jail term up -
to 21 days! In Switzerland, tough

laws, stringent enforcement and'

an effective public informatian

~ campaign against alcotiolisin really

works. There arc far fewags highway
fatalities duc to drunkenncss.
Obviously the United States]
Britain and many othér countries
need to follow suit. And.we as indi-
viduals ‘must’ learn the importance
of sobricty and’ self-discipline-—
espcc:ally when behind the whecel

of an automobilc.~.

Beside being ‘ completely «sober,
totally dlert and &autious, here are
seven ba.tw rules for hlghway safe-
ty. . . A

1. Assume thaj at least some near-
by drivers may be pactly intoxicated,
drugged or lmpawed by sight or
hearing loss; pain-or fatiguc. Realize
that you.may pecd to take -precau-
tiondry measures to “avoid trouble.

have a responsibility. .

y the specd laws. .On inost .

dnvmg at excessive

Iy save you a few

minutes or seconds—if ‘you get
there safely. T

3. Always allow two scc;ondlp

between the front of your car and *

the rear of the car in front of you.

Never tailgate. And if you must

The PLAIN TRUTH
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o eslow down, do it pr
% thc.]c\ adinid yeu's 4
TR “H&When” ig;\mn op.tn nukc, .
: sure aoothcr <ar .isn’t piksing-you.
First, use your tprn signal gién
ook siztlic rearand Sidg-view
"% rors—Finaily, take. a.] brh
«m!cr mur slmu-ldcr bcfore )ou
pagll mu . .
S. As"you approach the crccl
_of a hill,'slow down a brg.and be
mcm.dly prepared in t;.Lde b&crc
is a barricr or haurd on thc
mllcn side .
6:5W henever there- A P %
\mvc]mg syvard yau in the o 8350
\ppmuf'e Taeon Tige 5m. \ ¥
w@%ul later 1o tung
» Keold a child, ivm s ™
© momcTRgsy dtslri“dlu’m “tould- Mﬂ!&
- Cause you - to veer: “darectly. uitara.
) ho.ld -om crash or onto a soft \huul‘

der wlyme,}yoqu}\uld W e rq%

Whefo Have Al tha Dmnk
yers Gone? — To Pot -

- Dmunq undor the influence ol marijuage-
" can‘cause thée driver to think he's only dolno
.40 miles an hour whon in fact p} is doing 80
.91 90. Marnuﬁu%omcnion miy couse
ﬁnpmmom of imé iudﬂqn Zinabifiyd07
; brnko',qmckly impa ent of, sght drwing
'abwnos 4 m.rkgd‘ nergim o {ine.
‘ d%a Gm-giare diliony. )

lmpmrmoals oausod bv po! pius alcohol :
NICE morc than additive. One ‘dfug’ sorvon lo :
““fre up’ the other Tpuafoqe plus 600

7. Coicenteaie o ‘abeyaig thie :

“Gofden Rlc™ ‘when.-duiving
Do unto, others as yoy. would

- have them do unto you.”" This

4_:0@:‘ dfwm-g rufe’ -Af umversalh
practiced ~would ‘save’ tens ~of
.thousands .of lives annuaily §
lhmughout thc Western world
“atone, -

It is ab casy, when driving,

)
becone Tthpaucnt and dcmandm&

and forget all of the mormal civil-.
ized habits of Caution and colirtesy: «
- The tremendous lethal power: sud-
denly plyced into the hands. of a

driver requires a great },’k:.nl D,

maturity and responsibility; .
We must learn o exercise
sobricty, caution, courtesy and out-
going concern for the very lives of
« our fellow human beings when
driving.. Otherwise,- the expensive
vehicle that could have been a great
plecasure and convenience. may
instead become a dea\h trap or a
| killer.

Home Accidents

“The record keepers. say that about
four million Americans are mjured
cach year in home accidents. A sir-
prising survey by two rescarch
groups disclosed that three quarters
of the 48,727 people answering the

" questionnaires thought the acci-
dents were preventable.

“This is a startling change in
peoples’ attitudes toward accident
prevention,” said Howard Pyle,
. Safety Council President. *For

Fobruary 1082

squafhhree or four on'the linpnirmo v ¥

years, most people believed
thyt "an aécident was not pre-
ventable, [but] an act of God or
fate. This apparent shifi". . . is gra-
tifying to all those conccrm.d wnh
safety und dccident prcvenuon
-Most, home  ac
involve lnppmg over, lalling off or
out of things, striking, bumping,
slipping. dropping or falling.
Again, the under-20 age group
experiencéd the highest ra¥gof per-
sonal injury, while the. lowest

injury riate was in the 35 to 44 age

bratkets. . -
Obvmualy,,ggreawr paucncc and

garc nceds (" be taken by the

young, and by parents of very

" young children who nced to more

closely supervise their activities
around knives and ‘sharp objects,
firc, stoves, fans and other
appliances. But the cldcrly. too,
need to be nmoré cautious in reach-
ing, lifting, pulling and especially
when using. stairways.

Lack of CHARACTER invoived
In Accidents-

Thg excrcise of nghl character—or
thc 1ack of it—is vcry much

ants reported™

inxolved in wiicthergacci- .
dents occur. Tbc:dévclopﬂﬁm
* of right character is oné¢ of the chief
reasons for whick--humans have
been given life. ,anq breath by our - .
Creator. : ’
We will be held accountable for‘
how we use the mechanical vehicles
and contrivances that God has given
us the ability to invent and produce.
Most auto crashes are not strictly
accidents. They are ‘caused. They
are usually caused by someoflc
is regularly and knowmgly drm
100 fast; by someone who is rcgular-
ty, and knowingly drinking too
. much. 'icy ard ofen cyused when .
someone is conslamly selfish, vain,
‘thinking of himself ralhcr than
others, arrogant, imgatient, cayeless:
ly following other drivers. too closely,
weaving in and out QF ic, literal-
ly bullying his way dowa the high-
way asking for trouble.

-Drivers. _having lcarned how to
speedily am)lhulalc space, put them-
selves in congtant er of anniki-
lating anbther. I, is casy to let
the specd ncedle climb without

-

noticing it. But as a decent human'

‘,!: (Coomnﬁg.on page 29)
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Few kmow the awesome changes soon to take place in human affairs.

HY
news of the coming
govefnment of God to rute all

. natlons" ’ -

. “'For that mattér, why d|d
Jesus announce to the world of
His ‘day, *‘I must preach the
good news of the kingdom of
God to the other cities also; for /

" was sent for this purpose’?
(Luke 4:43, Revised) Standard
‘Version.) )

. You live today in a world of war-
ring political ideologies. Pick any
continent and you'll find monar-
chies,” theocracies, aristocracies,
dictatorships, democracies, socialist
and commnnisl societies and
more.

@ Why?

Why Change is Coming

" Look at the condition of our socie-
ty::Violent crime and riots are com-

. mohplace worldwide. Economic
" recession, high interegy and con-
.- tinuing inflation beset businesses.
. Speculators undcrmine national

DO WE an-,
nounce the g'ood.

. .

.
PE

- <«

Thc year 1981 was the year of * the voice of the prophet cries out:

the assassin. Do yoy ever consider
why U.S. President Ronald Reagan

and Pope John Paul 11 were targets

of assassination? And why the

untimely murder of Egyptian Pres--

ident Anwar Sadat?

We need to wake up -to the
meaning of what is happening!

Lenin once said that political ref-
ugees vote with their feet. So, there
is now a 4hunderous cacophony,
worldwide, of nearly nine million
political refugee ‘‘votes” sounding
forth the basic inability of man to
govefn himself?

hile you hold this magazine in

your hands. millions of men,
women, and- ®pecially children just
like you are Wdmeless, discase-rid-
den, starving. It's not a plecasant
thought or sight. Most people
shrug it off. It's too much-eflort to
think about it.

. Yes, it’s a harsh, ugly, sick world

we live in.

But why? What is the hope of the
future? In the face of vas{ arcas of
starvation and squalor, other people
enjoy almost incomprehensible life-
styles because of technological

currencics. And difficult as it is to _advances. Awesome compu[cr banks

comprechend, the nations arm them-
_ sclves for a nuclear doom.

Has the world taken leave of its
senses?

These questions we ‘qaced to
answer! Where are we heading?
What is going to happen to save
humanity from nuclcar gxtinction?

link the carth; electronic (xmimum-
cation transmits knowledgé qat- the
speed of light; man hurls sophisti-
cated probes at distant plancts—he

“The way of peace they know not™
(Isa. 59:8).

The root cause of the trouble and
confusnon of this world is centered
in the issue of government,

Governments ultimately are re-

, sponsible for whatever good or evil

characterizes socicty. What human
government is great cnough to
bring ‘peace, prosperity and joy to
the human heart? Certainly the
governments of the world’s two
superpowers have npt achieved this
goa) of government!

Former U.S. President Richard
Nixon asserts in his book The Real
War: “The next two decades repre-
sent a time of maximum crisis

. during which the fate of the
world fog generations to come may
well be determined.”

Other economic, political and
.military experts are equally pessi-
mistic about man’s ability to solve
his problems. We can now begin to
scc why Jesus Christ brought a
message of government—the gov-
clmm of God!

y can't humans properly gov-
eriy.themselves?

American philosopher Henry -
Thorcau, in his essay on civil dis-
ocdicnce, summarized it well:
“The government itself, which is
only the mode which the: people

maps the carth from orbmng pholo*%é have chosen to execute their will, is

graphic plalforms -

- equally liable to be abused and per-

Amid this supreme paradox of “verted before the pooplc can act

tochnology and humm suffcring,

through i”
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Man himself sooner or later
must come to realize that any form
of government he puts together is
flawed. It will eventually fail—his
only hope is that it won’t be in his
tifetime.

The cause lies in human’ nature,
as we see it today “None calleth
for justicé, nor any pleadeth for

truth: they trust in vamty,’and

speak lies; they .conceive mischief
and bring forth iniquity' (Isa.
.59:4). This is what the. ancient

prophet Isaiah saw as the climax of .

human society in our day.
Man’s solution to bad govern-

ment in many areas of the world is’
to revolt! The pages of hiiman his- -

tory are drenched with blood
spilled in “wars of liberation."

As lIsaiah continues, *“Our

offenses arc ever with us... [in-
cluding] rebellion and treach-
ery .. . fomenting oppression and
revolt . . . s0 justice is driven
back ... truth is nowhere to be
found™ (Isa. 59:12-15, New Inter-
national Version).
" Peacg—if any really existed—is
but a brief interlude between
devastatifig conflict. Nations also
turn to armed aggression as a sup-
pgsed solution to politicak, cconom-
iexsocial and religious conflicts.

How did the world get. into this
condition? There must be a cause
for every effect! Ard the cause has
its origin with one man nearly
6,000 years ago.

The Answer Is Spiritual

Man, it seems, has never realized
that the cause of his social, economic
and political problems is spiritual in
nature. But philosophers, politicians
and social scientists do not under-
stand spiritual matters—they under-
stand only the intellectyal dnd the
material. And, even this world’s reli-
gions have (ailed to grasp these spiri-

“tual principles.

When God created the first
human being, He set before him two
separate, irreconcilable ways of life.

That first man could choose to fol-

Jow God and His rule and govern 3

ment, or to reject Him and invent his
own ways. There were two symbolic”’
trees in the garden whére the first
man was placed. The first, the tree of
life, represented God's Holy Spirit.

" Through th.e’Holyv Spirit the first

man Adam and his progeny would
have been instructed in-God’s way
of living. The human family would
have come under the government of
God-—which is the way of give, of
putting down self-will. Man would
eventually ' have come to inherit
eternal life—<immortality!

The other tree in the garden, the
tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, represented human-acquired
knowledge that leads to°death.

God wanted Adam and his wife

to ‘prosper—t¥#genjoy life in the .

Kingdom of Gug.-So He lovingly

%ned them: “Of every tree [in- -

ing the tré&e of life] of the gar-
defi thou mayest freely eat: but. of:
the tree of the knowledge of good
and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:
for in the day that thou catest
thereof “thou shalt ‘surely die”
(Genesis 2:16-17):

Both Adam and Eve rejected

God by disobeying and eating from
that forbidden tree (I Tim. 2:14).

" In effect, Adam decided to make’
his ‘'own rules—he willingly' cut
himself off from God's Spirit, fram

God’s help and from God*s

revealed way of life. He grasped the
way of get—everything for self.
You suffer directly from this act,
because it set up a pattern of life
we call human civilization.

But ‘our story doesn’t really
begin with’ this first human error.
It began much earlier, in the realm
of spirit.

Originally there were only two
Personages. There was no universe,

" no natter, no humanity.

“In the beginning [long before
the account of the material uni-
verse in Genesis] was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God™ (John I1:1).

These two Personages were the
Word, who latepy became Jesus
Christ, and God, Wio became His
Father, They developed -an incrédi-
ble plan. They created powerful
angelic “spirit beings' of different
ranks and then, later, an awesome,
physical universe (Job 38:4, 7).

Certain angels were put on carth
“to develop it. But expert organiza-
tion was required for this develop-
ment. The government of God was
installed over the angels, with the

. supreme authority always emanat-

ing frem God, then to the Word
and on down. Under the Word a

“superpowerful angel calied a cher-
-ub -was installed to administer

God’s government. His Hebrew
name meant Lightbringer, Lucifer
in Latin. He was given authority
over all angels on earth.

This Lucifer decided he knew

“better than God how to rule the
carth. Further, he decided he didn’t .

have enough authority. So he
rebelled apd finally led one third of
the angels against the two divine
Personages (Isa. 14:12-15; Ezek.
28:15-19). God instantly acted.
. The result? “Now the earth was
[better translated from the Hebrew
as “became”] formless and empty,
darkness was over the surface of
the deep, and the Spmt of God was
hovering over the waters™ (Gen.
1:2, New International Version).
A dgvastated earth now needed
God’s attention. God, through the
Word, began to reereate the carth’s

~surface (Psa. 104:30), preparing it

for- man. And on the sixth day, He
crcated man out of the soil, and
began to educate him in God's way.

When Lucifer (now called
Satan) rebelled, the government
installed through him over the
carth nceded a replacement. God
now offered Adam the chance to
qualify to replace Satan on that
carthly throne.

A 6,000-year Plan

Now—grasp this—if Adam had’
qualified to. replace Satan, this
world. would have been drastically
different. Wars, crime and violence
would hdve been unknown. God's
government, operating directly
from God (today in the Personage
of the Fathcr). and through Christ
on down, would have led to happy
prosperous lives.

A view of what this world could
have been like is explained in our
free booklet Never Before Under-
srood—Why Humanity .Cannot
Solve Its Evils. Write for your
copy today. (Sce lnsndc cover for

addresses.)

- But Adam rejected God's gdvern-
ment. And Adam and the whole
human family came under-the gov-
crament of Satan since Adam had
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failed to replace Satan. .God set into
action a plan for mankind that would
last 6,000 ycars.TMan.‘ beginning
with Adam, would be allowed to
work out his own governments and
social structures apart from God’s.
God left Satan on the earth’s throne

with the ability to influence humani-

t . o

But\God did not step completely
out of the picture!

Nremains in complete control of the
Universe, but he also determines
just how far Satan can go in ruling
over humanity. In the days of the
prophet Daniel ‘God chose to rcvc\
to the king of Babylon-—Neb
chadnezzar—that “the most High
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and
giveth it [authority in human gov-
ernment] to whomsoever he will,
and setteth up over it the basest of
men” (Dan. 4:17).

Throughout this 6,000-year peri--
od, man has been allowed to exper-
iment with all sorts’ of govern-
ments. Today, human governments.
are often voted in—expressing (in
theory) the will *“of the people.”

But, again, discerning men real-
ize the limitations of the will of the
people. Thoreau points out: *“All

_voting is a sort of gaming, like
checkers: or backgammon, with a
slight nroral tinge to it, a playing
with right and wrong, with moral
quéstions.. .. Even voting’ for the
right is . . . only expressing to men
feebly your desire that it should
prevail.”
~ But how does man determine
what is right without an absolute
standard? God’s Word reveals that
human beings afe innately sclﬁsh
and self-centered 1o one'degree o
another—regardless, of polmcax
ideology!

The Real Answer

Jesus Christ’ came o this canh'
with the announcement that a solu-
tion to human problems is com-
ing.

When Adam failed to qualify for
Satan’s earthly throne, God allowed
Satan to continue occupying it (11
Cor. 4:4). But now God- sent the
Word! who became the humah Jesus,
1o meet Satan in spiritual combat and
to qualify to replac{ Satan. Christ
could not, in fact, announce the solu-

)

tion until he had first qualified to
replace Satan. He did qualify when
he resisted Satan and chose to obey
God and operate under his govcrn-
ment (Matt. 4:1-11).

Once he had qualifed by over-
coming Satan, Christ began -his
ministry. What was it concerned
with? What' was his announcc-
ment?

“Now aftér that John was put

“into prison, Jesus came into Gali-

lee, preachin®” the gospel [good
news—for ‘“‘gospel” means g

news] of the kmgdom of God, and
saying, The time is [ulﬁllcd and the

kingdom of God is at hand: repent °

ye, and believe . the gospel’” (Mark
1:14-15). .

Christ was dthvcrmg the good
news announcement that God is
going to restore His government on
earth. And that the ruler-of the
government of God on earth will be
Jesus Christ himself! When asked
if he was a king, Christ answered,
“To this end was | born, and for
this cause came [ into the
world . . .” (John 18:37). °

The World Tomorrow

What will the world be like under
the government of God?, How will

“ human nature be changed?

First, Satan will be replaced. He
will be restrained from deceiving the
world for a thousand years (Rev.
20:1-4). Then we read, *... After
those days, saith the Lord, 1 will put
my law in their inward parts, and
write it in their hearts: and will be
their God, and they shall be my
people. And they sfiall teach no more
every man his neighbour, and every
man his brother, saying, Know the
Lord: for they shall all know me,
from the least of them unto the
greatest of them, saith the Lord: for
I will forgive their iniquity, and 1
will remember their sin no more”
(Jer. 31:33-34).

Yes, God's law will serve as the
basis for His restored government.
Any kingdom must have four
things to qualify as a kingdom: 1) a
king or ruler, 2) laws, 3) terrltory.
#) subjects.

Christ -will be King, Gods law
(summarized in Exodus 20 and kept
according to the spiritual intent) will
be the basic legal code, imbued in

man by the Holy Spirit of God. The
whole carth will be the territory of
the Kingdom of God. And God's
saints will assict as rulers in the liter-

al Kingdom of Ged (Matt. 25:34; .

Rev. 5:10), and the mortal human
family will become heirs to that
Kingdom if they voluntarily come
under that government and let God's
laws rule their lives. (Write for our
free booklet What Is the Reward of
the Saved? for a complete under-
standing.) ]

Lhrist, as the head of a perfect
government that combines church
and state, will come at or near the
close of this 6,000 years of man’s
government. ‘He- will intervene, at
the last moment, when man finally
threatens to erase himself off. the
face of the earth (Matt. 24:22, Joel
2:2). He will bring with_Him the
solution to man’s problems—He
wilt rcplace Satan's government and
man’s governments with God s gav-
ernment!

Man will be taught how to prop-
erly worship God (Deut. 10:12).
Hls carnal, hostile nature toward
God (Rom. 8:7), will be replaced
by God'’s nature through His Holy
Spirit (Rom. 5:5).

One thousand years of joyous

prosperity and development will
follow"man’s 6,000 years of suffer-
ing (Rev. 20:4-6). You can be part
of that-Kingdom Christ preached.
If you‘d like to know, more about
this coming world government,
write for our free full-length, book

The Incredible Human Polential. .

It will reveal to you what you can
become—and it's far beyond what
you could ever conceive! )

God has inssiore for you' things
virtually beyond human comprehen-
sion. As the apostle Paul stated:
“This is my prayer. That God, the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ and
the all-glorious Father, will give you
spiritual wisdom and the insight to
know more of him: that you may
receive that inner illumination of the
spirit which will make you realise
how great is the hope to which he is
calling you—thc magnificence and
splendour -of the inheritance prom~
ised to Christians—and how tremen-
dous is the power available to us who
believe in God” {Eph. 1:17-19, J. B.
Phillips tranalatnon) 3

‘
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DID JESUS

‘OBSERVE L N | .“9

by Herman L. Hoeh

.

Whete and when did the custom of observing Lent originate? Here are amazmgj ACTS
about this 40-day period of penitence that will surpnse you'

ELIEVE it or not, Lent

was observed 2,000

years before Jesus was
born!

It was still being observed
during the #tfetime of Jesus-—
and in thc days of the apostles.
Yet Christ did not institute it
and he never obseryed it! The 12
apostles never observed it! The
Church Jesus bunlt never ob-
served it.

How, then, did Lent—a 40-day
period of fasting and penitence—
enter the Chnstlamty of our Wmt-
ern world? .

Isn’t it time we pause to ask
ourselves why we observe the cus-

toms we do? We may have sup-

posed Lent was taught in the
Bible. But have we ever looked
into the Bible to sec what the
Bible really says?

Why Churches Observe Lent

The Lenten season is a period of 40
days’ abstinence, beginning on Ash
Wednesday. Do you know what the
meaning of “lLent” is?

The word Lent comes from the
Old English word Lencten meaning
the *“spring” of the ycar. The Lent-
en celebration was originally asso-
ciated with the sprmg of the year.
But today it begins in the wmtcr'
Why?

Where did. the springtime cele-
bration of Lent actually originate?
Here is the surprising answer!

Let us first turn back the pages
of timé till we reach the close of the

.

id

second céntury. This was 100 years
after the death of the last of the 12
apostles. In a letter to the bishop of
Rome about Lent, written at th|s
time, we read:

*“For the controversy is-not only
concerning the day"—therp was a
controversy over the time to cele-
brate the .day called Easter—"but
also concerning the very manner of
* the 'fast”—the fast of the Lenten
season. “For some thigk that they
should fast one day, others two,“yet
others more, and some forty.” This
letter was written by Irenacus, a
bishop from Gaul (the old name of
France in the days of the Roman
Empire).

- How did all this confusnon over a
Lenten fast originate?

God is not the author -of confu-
sion! Then who originated this con-
fusion over Lent? .

“And this variety in its’ obser-
vance,” continued Irenaeus. “has
not originated in our time, but long

" before in that of our ancestors. It is

likely they -did not hold’ to strict
accuracy, and thus formed a cus-

tom for their posterity according to -

private fancy”—not apostolic au-

-thority” or Christ's command!

(From Euscbius' Church History,
book 5, chapter 24.) ’

Lent came into the church
through custom—through pri-
VATE FANCY, The churches ob-
served Lent, not because the Bible
commands it, but because profess-
ing Christians, adopted the custom
from their gentile neighbors.

“As long as the perfection of the
primitive church [the inspired New

Testament Church] remained in--
violable,” wrote Cassian, a Catholic
prelate .of the fifth century, *Yhere
was no observance of Lent, but
when then began to decline from
the apostolical fervour of devo-

_tion . . . then the priests. in general

agreed to recall them from secular
cares by a cimonical indiction of
fasting . . . " (Antiquities of the

) Clmsu(m Church, book 21, chap-

ter 1).
_Fasting, or abstlncncc from cer-
tain foods, was imposed after the

«days of the apostles—by the

authority of the priests!

Lent is not of apostolic origin. It
did not originate with Christ.” 1t
¢ntered the Christianity of the
Roman World in the second cen-
tury. It entered at the same time
that Easter did! Lent is always asso-
ciated with Easter! But when did
the ,custom of celebrating Eas;cr
.originate?

. What About Easter?

Here is what Socrates Scholasticus
wrote in his Ecclesiastical History,
not long -after Emperor Constan-
‘tine, in the fourth century after
Christ:

“Neither the aposties, therefore,
nor the Gospils, have anywhere
imposed . .. Easter . . . Wherefore
inasmuch as men Iovc festivals,
becausc_they afford themi cessation

- from labor: cach individual in every
place, .according to his own.plca-
sure, has by a prevalent cus!

cbrated (Easter] ... The Saviour
and his apostics have cnjomod us by
A (Continued on page 29)
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*Not since the days of Napoleon have
such far-reaching changes been set in
motion in France. :

- by Clayton Steep Pari
- aris:

RANCE, in 1981, broke with the past. A

spectacular series of prophetic events’

involving all Europe is being set in

y motion, .

The_Socialist slogan in last year’s election promised
the Frénch they would be “‘Living otherwise.” And
that's precisely what the citizens of France will be
doing - at work, at play, in school and in the military if
the new Socialist government can fulfill its goals.
. In many respects it amounts to the restructuring of a
whole society. The sweeping social and economic transfor-
mation 15 spear-headed by the most extensive program of
mationalization ever undertaken by a Western democracy.

Overseeing this massive effort, Socialist President
Francais Mitterrand has declared, 1 am doing through
nationalization what de Gaulle did in the ticld of nuclear
strategy. | am giving France her economic force de
Jrappe ' :

Other Nations Watch

Measures immediately discussed by the newly elected
government included a 10 percent raise.in the minimum
- wage A 25 percent increase in allowance for the handi-
capped; poot and elderly. More vacation time for all
warkers on salary. A shortening of the basic work week
from 40 to 35 hours and the creation of thousands of new
"governient jobs. . :
Particularly important are. steps to deal dircc_ll? with
unemployment. 14 was onc of the greatest concerns among
the French electorate. By itself, the number of young
peopleentering the job market each year requires the cre-
ation of 250,000 jobs just to keep the employment rate
t < ~

Brecele — Sygms, Resl Photo by Ereat - Megaum
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steady. And this is in addition to
the number of people already in the
job market who arc uncmployed. A
poll taken here revealed that in
choosing Mr. Mitterrand over

‘former President Valéry Giscard
d’Estaing, 44 percent of the voters 4
said thairs was a protest. vote -

against unemployment. They hdpe
the Soeialists will be able to cure
the problem..

Mr -;anrrand believes that
with allof the machinery and robot
tcchnology available, humans ought
10 be ableo produce more and bet-

. ter goods’ ‘and services and at the
same tifne have morgropportunities
and time,to enrich themselves cul-
turally and_¢ducatienally—to cnjoy
a better qdalliy of life.

//%Jwas apparently alluded. t6
e during the clection campaign by
very cﬁ“cctlve posu:rs They showed !

against a back-
t of belching factory
smokestacKs, but of a restful pasto-

_- ral setting.~His slg‘m was “La

“

‘force .tranquille’’
strength.”

For many Frcnchmcn “the prom-
ises are attractive. Not gverybody is
cheering though. Busiresses and
individuals with large pcrsonal
incomes fear new taxes and restric-
tions that w‘ll come with a social-
ized economy. And other nations
watch.

ar
N “Peaceful.

Not Since tha Oan of Napoleon

" The program of the Frerich Sacial-
ists goes beyond addressing a trou-
bled economy. .

The most far-reaching and ambi-
tious reform under the new admin-
istration is going to be the decen-
tralization of government. Since
the days of Napoleon. the central
government in Baris has had rigid
control of decision- making in all of
the 95 departments (counties) into
which France is divided. Through-
out France, everything from park-
ing laws to management of munici-
pal services to the allocation of tax
revenues has- ‘been regulated
through Paris. Now,.in a process
that will take at least two years,
much of thie responsibility for local
government will be given to town
and regional councils. - °

Fitring right in with the move

toward deeeutrah:{{l:g;- is an
astounding acw railroat system

Rancinan — Sygma

FRENCH PREGIDENT Frango:s Mitterrand
in a pensive mpment. ‘The rose he holds.is

- the symbol of the Socialist Party.

that allows for speedy and afford-
able access to all parts of continen-
tal France, thus promoting freer
exchange between Paris and the
provinces.

Other examples demionstrate the
wide scale on which French society
is being reshaped. These include
bills, proposed or already passed; to
give students a greater voice in run-
ning the universities, to abolish
capital punishment (in contrast to
biblical civil. law), to eliminate
first-class coaches on the Paris sub-
way system and to reduce military
service from a year to six months.

One issue which doubtless will
cause a stir is the future of private
(mostly Roman 'Catholic) schools.
Mr. Mitterrand is a firm supporter
of public schools and public school-
teachers, a fact that causes many
Catholics to fear for the continued
existence of parochial education. It

newly elected Socialist members of
Parliament, 43 percent arc teach-

.ers. Of the new Communist mem-,

bers, the figure is 28 percent.

o

in line for change are school

vacation schedules to avoid the tra- -

ditional disorder of the month of
August when most of France takes
off on vacation.

All thes¢ and more internal

changes are an effort to create a -

more equitable and 'smoother func-
tioning socnety as the Socnahsts
conceive of it.

‘New Foreign Policy
One tﬂmg that Mr. Mmer?and has

- ‘'shown no desire to change is

_is interesting to rote that of the:

France's relationship with NATO. -
There has been no shortage of -

statements pledging continued
.faithfulness to traditional NATO
allies, the United States in particu-
lar. But,'as has been the case since
1966, France will continue to main-

tain independent command over its -

own military forces.

The clamor for pacifism, ban-the-
‘bomb ‘and even anti-Americanism
being heard in many parts of Europe
is hardly noticeable here in France.
Unlike French leaders de Gaulle and
Giscard,* President Mitterrand re-
jects the policy of a special relation-
ship between Russia and France. To
put it bipntly, Mr. Mitterrand docs
not trust Moscow. As a counterbal-
ance to the threat of Soviet militari-
za\non he favors deployment of U.S.

missiles in West Germany and other -

NATO counties, as well as produc-
tion by the United States of the neu-

tron bomb. In fact, he has confirmed

that France will study the develop-

‘ment of its own neutron bomb. As:

President Mitterrand has declared:
*1 want to be sure that in 1985 the
Soviet Union and its allics do not
.gain the strength to dominate the
world.”

"Some suggcst. however, that the
French relationship with the
United States, the Soviets and
NATO could eventually change
depending upon the success or fail-
ure of domestic programs.

If France now agrees with the

Recagan administration on the:

necessity of maintaining .a strong
European  defense, there is sharp
disagreement on relations with the
Third World. Mr. Mitterrand, for
cxample, does not feel the United
States. sh<zI uld try to prop up shaky
military Uictatorships in Central

America. He believes the trouble in

that rcglon to be the result of gen-
The PLAIN TRUTH
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* . machine pulls out of the
. station for its run to Paris,
“ its streamlined gppearance
- 4 suggests motion. It is one of

LI et IR LA e A,

Fastest Trains OnEarth ,f

"% Lyons
) Modem techriology is now

setting the stage. for the

" . prophesied union of Western
" Europe.

~ Even before the sleek

»

a new breed of French

 trains nained the TGV, short
! for trains & grande

vitesse—("'very fast trains'’).
" Test runs have shown
them easily capable of
reaching 235 miles per hour,
making them the fastesg on
earth. Temporarily, however,

. they are "‘reined in'* at a

maximum of 162 mph even
when they are on their own
“newly laid track. When
they must travel on the '

_ older tracks. they are limited

to a snail's pace of
100 mph.

All this is expected to
change, though, as more
specially constructed track
is laid. The new tracks have
concrete ties instead of
wood. Individual rails are
welded together into one
continuous, seamless rail,
and there‘are no grade

* crossings—all human or

animal cross-traffic passes

underneath' the fenced-off '

right of way. .
As more cities are link
to Paris and to each other
by the new rail system, the

eventual goal is to have
these trains darting from
station to station at 238
mph. And not only in
France! The trains already
go into Geneva. It is
expected to be only a
matter of time before they
go to Brussels, London
(whenever the tunnel.is
finally buiit under the English
Channel) and other

2 Europeanweities.

. Quiet and smooth are the
best words to describe the
ride. Passengers lounge in
reclining seats. For
refrashment there is a snack
bar in second class. |n first

_class cars, hostesses serve

several-cougse meals from
airline-style carts. Each train
has a sloping-nosed engine
at both ends and is
composed of eight coaches.
The coaches are not meant
to be separated, sincethey

-share one group of wheéls

(a bogey) wherever two
caaches join. All eight cars
form one single .

aerodynamically designed
unit. With only half the
number of-wheels of &
conventional eight-coach
train, thereis , - .

correspondingly less weight -

aid friction. Adding to its
streamlining, the TGV rides
about two feet lower than
ordinary trains. .
Looking out the large
tinted windows at the
beautiful French countryside
rolling by, we catch a

glimpse from time to time of .

small groups of villagers or
farmers as they pause to
watch this orange, brown
and white blur streak
through the pastorat setting.
Are these country folk
merely shaking their heads
ovear the necessity for .
human beings to be in such
a rush? Or is it a sense of
pride they are feeling since
this fastest train in the world
bears the label “*‘Made in
France"? ~~
Any American railroad

. buff can draw a sad
comparison with the rail
passenger service in the

« United States. At the same

time the TGV was breaking -

records, some fanfare was
being’ sounded about the

inauguration of a new tr%
running between Las
Angeles and Sacramento,
California—a distance of
about 400 miles. To make
the trip, American .
commuters can plan on an
overnight jaunt of

“13%-hours. -

What is mote, the 'energy
expenditure for a full TGV
on such a trip would be the
equivalent of less thaf two.
gallons of gasoline a
passenger.

The French all-electric
TGV, originally conceived of
more than a decade ago, in
the era ot cheap gasoline,
has turned out to be a case
of extraordinary foresight.
Not only is the TGV
energy-efficient, but, at a
time of worrisome
unemployment, construction
and operation of this new”
system is providing jobs in a
wide range of fields. By -
making travel throughout
France easier, the new
trains are also helping to
overcome the dominant role’

Paris has played in

day-to-day French affairs for
neafly 200 yedrs. While the
Socialist government cannot
claim credit for the TGV, the
inauguration of service fits-in
conveniently with the
programs of the new
government.

- Clayton Steep

[

L4
uine popular revolts against tyran-
ny, rather than purely the result of \ Greece,_ the French fever may
communist expansionism. His view« aleady be spreading. “A new wind

is that what is taking place is large-
ly inevitable social reform which
must not be stifled.

A “New Wind"”’ Blows
The example of the Socialist victo-
ry in France could have wide-rang-

ing effects in the rest of . Europe
apd therefore the world. If Mr.

Mitterrand succeeds in his pro-

* grams, he could prove to the lcft-
leaning natioffs of Western Europe
as well as nations of Eastern
Europe that therc is an alternative

" to communism Sovigt-style or capi-

talism a I'Américaine.

To judge from the election in

is b Mediterranean,™
. headliged a French newspaper after
_“the landsljde victory of the Greek
Socialists. “Yesterday France, to-
day Greece, tomorrow Spain,”
triumphantly boasted newly elected
Greek Prime Minister Andreas
Papandreau.
Two hundred years ago, the
French Revolution served as an
| ex le for rgevolutions in other
. nations. Somé¢ arc saying that what
is happening-in France is nothing
short of a revolution. If that is so,
and if it succeeds as the Socialists
expect it will, to'what extent will it
<o

‘also serve as an example to an- .

emerging New Left in many
nations of Europe and elsewhere?
Referring to the reforms now tak-
ing place in France, Jean-Francois
Revel, former editor of L’Express
magazine, wrote in The Wall Street
Journal: “If this experiment is car- -
ried to its logical conclusion, if it
spreads to other European countries, .
it will change international relations
much more profoundly than will the.

"current discussions and differences

of opinion on the future of the Atlan-
tic Alliance.” : .
The Plain Truth staff, armed
with an understanding of Bible
prophecy, says to its readers:
Watch France! o = = . T
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by Keith W. Stump

‘How has this magazine—and no other—
been able to forecast many of
the major developments:of our tlme—years in advance"

€

SCIENCE FICTION" St(_)l'y\

written many years ago

ut forward an intrigu-

ing and thought- provokmg
idea.

The story told of an ingenious

inventor who employed Ein-

. stein’s theories of space and time

to. dcvclop a printi g press tha\

. publlshcd tomor

per!. . ,

The ncwspaper that came ‘off hl.;» w

press rep‘brted the news that would
- happen in the next 24 hours, rather
shan what had occurred during the
past 24 hours. The headlines told of
dramatic events—international con-
. frontations, accidents, dlsasters.
deaths— that invariably came to pass
exactly as prereported,by his unique
paper. ol
Eachi day, the concerned mven-
tor would l‘ranuca)‘ly attempt “to
: warn those involved in tomorrow’s
ews of impending calamities—but
td. no- avail. JAll simply dismissed
hitn as.an eccentric. He finally gave
up and destroyed thespress to pre-
.sefVe-his peace-of mind.'
Annmpdss;ple scenario? .
Well cqpstder tlus ‘

@ Pleturu ot:l‘hlnoq Io Come

r

N

.t

s newspa- g
o

been inventql.'But this does not
mean we are left without a source
‘for peering ¢ future.

That source? :

Bible prophecy! .

About one third of . the Bxble is
prophecy. Our word. prophecy
.comes from the Greek language
and hterally.&means “to speak be-
forehand

Thgﬁancnent prophets of the

that,” in the main, never came to
pass in their own days. Rather,

their prophecies ‘were often sealed -

from .humap, understanding until
“our day——mthesetlast days of present
human cnvnlizatlon' -

Actually, some ‘90 percem of ali~

‘Bible prophecy is for gur day.:the*
latter 20th century. The messdges
of these prophecits are vivid -pic-

+ tures of thmgs to come, events Ju.ft
ahead!. '

Yet this’ worldv—lm'gely llhterale
biblically—remains in’ ignorance of
the important ‘messages of the
prophets .

Thal is‘where ‘The Plain Truth
magazme oarncs in.

Our Cognm[tupn ™

For 48 yeafs this-month, The Plaip -
“Truth'has bten alertihg its readers
to inajor trends and wvents in

Bible ‘wrote o u-ends and events

IS
,¢~ o
.

of Blble prophecy. Its jOb has been
not only to report what is happen-
ing, but to show the significance of
current events in the light of Bible

. prophecy—and to show where they

aré all headed!
e of the comrmssnons of this

explain~developments in"the light
of  these -revealed propbecies. Our
role is-one of a watchmian, warning
of potenual penls ahead, (Ezek
33).

Since 1934, the year of its incep-

tion, The Plain Truth, -under the.

editorship of Hesbert W. Arm-
strong, has announced in advance

many of the ma_|or devélopmenits. of

dur time—years in advance of their.
actual fulfillment. Our guide has
been' the pages of Bible prophecy.
Thlsdaccounts far “The Plain
TFuth’s unique- petspectlvea Fhere

‘is no other magazine like it any-.'

where in the world! .
. The large, mass-circulation mag-

azines ang, newspapers of this world .
are .unaware of the great purpose.

being.worked out here below. They

do not understand - ther revealed |
" forecdsts ‘of Bibje-prophecy. They

must réely solely on the observation
of their-.correspondents. ‘based on
perceived trends that gre at times

No such devlcez,of cdntse.}ws ever advaﬂoe—wbased on t,he wre word mlsleadmg They rcborl the news

A

 The PLAIN.TRUTH
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C « S pQ,wer “Post-war hlstvory has shown -0
“-day-by-day or: week- ¥ by-week,: swho was right! . . L. ' :
,,scldom glvmg a long-range pc[— s Evelt before World' War Il Armslrongs -The rUnugd Stales co
] - spective.- . -5 I‘jl'e Plain ‘Truth ﬁredlcted the ‘and Britainin Prophecy. -
1.+ Tie staff of The Plain Truth has evéntual formation of “&, “United: - -« Plain’ Truth cdlwrs—cvcn
a “fremendous- a(avantagc Plain . Europe,” ultimatély,to consist of. 10 - whllc the United States stood at the’
" Truth writéts: know where ‘wotld nations or groups of nations: Even" pmnaclc -of world power—warned .
“qvents are leéading. They undef- - while the -nations and péoples’.of of. Ametica’s. |mpcnd.mg domestic
tand: the broad outlines of proph- Europe batfled éach othenas bitter .crises-and’ international setbacks in
: of eveats to-come. ‘They can. enemies sin° World War 1, this !‘Korea and Vietnam.' gve I
sthus more réadily¥spot important . ragazine-continued to forécast’ that - portcd—m ‘advance“on’ ‘growing .
dévélopments—and .alert their’ the Continent would yet. coalesce - crime’and moral decay~ raqal prob-
readers to.:thej ultlmﬂe |mplun- ity *a single  unified - power. 'l"hls lcmsvnrhan biight and’e environmen-.*
tmns and ouscHne, © - has only begun to be realized since . -tal polluilom Fe ccasts of the--

- Takea bri lé)ok-,at‘g ew Ofthe 958, with ghe formation’ of 'the _decling of ‘theidollir, the Siphoning’
many develppments thaf Flie Plain - Enropean Economic Commum&y of: * away of the oncemmsswe J.S: gold %~
Truth,. Buided” by @éﬁvhccy. has. Common, Market, It has happeneg - horde, worseniqg ecomaomic. diffi-
xpo(ted ahea,d of -time. *more slowly . than most- aritici- - 'nggues and, mlcrnauonal gradc

And then we "Il sec what yet lies * patcd \ho : : " . profems “hgye for years been seen R

. .lhcaﬂ" o B Ho\:v id we know" “The 17th thmushout the pam of - The Plam RS
e “¢hapter of Revelation ‘tells us !he . N
”.“” Treods ' t cﬁ:nt ROm, impite: wnll. e TORC
—s-Durifg, thé" bbllapsé fHitler' s*" more be revived - thig umc by a - n g fthc
'rhlrd Rcich’ The Plain Truth, and: .eratién. of: ten gations™ (PI tdenmy “of “the lfmted\‘S}att’ ‘in

""The World Tomorrew” radio *ﬂm{h June-.luly, 1834)." .° . .. Bibl¢ prophecy,: Aope Qf the’ major

oadcast, told its Zudience that the ‘- " Rlte Plain. Tryth .also-Soretold kcyv overlooked +b
(: Linap qation ; wosld vcmerge, ‘the dedline of Britiin,.itie denhis > 9f..prophedy. T

ocmx»l,lkc from the ashes of *-the Bgpire and gradual- dnsmtogra— - and. Britain mj‘ ophecy.ho[ds that"-
defal to begome a major .econom-\:.tion ‘of the' Commonwealth.. The ‘key. - - - .
‘ic—and “ultimately military— “remarkable ongmng fulfillment has =« The Plam Tr '

‘power in thg Wcstcrn world. Many  been wuncssed in major news head- from its mccpllon '.I
didn’t bchcvc it. -Some- gbservers lines” for“miore than- thiree decades! | ers-to’ the growing . gmportancc “of
declared thm it would be *“a thou- For an-in-depth look ‘at how wié \(he Middle East, the focal point of
sand ycars * before Germariy. could  knew' this—and what ye lies ahead )Blblc pt6phecy‘7Long beforé the

, . ever agam hope to bocomc n major for Bntam———yon need. to read a energy cnsls of the‘ iast dccadc. .

- . < . o




grabbé the fyll attention of motor-
ists, this maglzme spotllghted the

T " . critical factor of oil—which is yet

‘to play a vital role i in the unfolding

- iof prophetic events."

« Long" before- the ‘major news
> media began addr&sing the’ prob-
. lem, The Plain Truth warned that
- there would ‘eventually come a time
~of mcreasm"g upset weather pat-

_terns; droughts of unprcoedented

-magnitude, floods, earthquakes’ And

famines. World food and weather

authorities are now warning of dire
and even cataclysmic prospects
looming on the horizon in the next

two decades. - ¥

»f

Advance News

In addition to- these larger-scale
. developments, The Plain Truth has
often spoken out on more specific
issues, "providing clear and unmis-
takable projections. Amoﬁg-ithcsm
« During the public untertainty
over the Berlin Crisis of 1961 and
the Cuban Missile Crisis of 1963,.
The_ Plain Truth declared categori-

. cally that the United States need

‘not fear the Soviet Union. “The
Russians would back down, or g:vc
in on almost any point that has aris-
en;- ralhcr than go to- war with
Am;:nca " The Plain Truth de-
‘_clarédwm October, 1962. How did
- wekndw? “No such war is foretold
* in biblical prophec:es," the armzlc
decla¥ed. '

« ft.Novg mbcr. 1965—12 years
befoig'the signing of the new Pana:
‘maCanal treaty providing that A&
Awater’Way be turned over to Panama
7 by thelend of this ccntury—T[le.
Plainc Truiik/ ted, “We sa|d“

R g peal. America will™
.ot kecp-the Canal!™ Many scoffed. ~-
&;n prophco‘y i#%ure! The Panami’ .
: Campal.‘and other: important world -’
“sea gates" long’ ‘held by the Umted
Statgs ;and " Britain are allpprophe— -
su:d “torfall cvenwally mto the,
w/hands: ofmathess. -
¢ vl My 1968-—seven ycars

ﬁé.l‘orc the unconditional surrendcr» B
_South Vieinam to- Commu-’ :
e stated, “Bible prophecy, Al

mcals "(l\at no!. eveh America; with
¢ar, muiscle, can pre-
AAI& from eventual-

e Even before the United Na-
tions Charter was approved by del-
cgates of 50 nations-at an interna-
tional conference in San Francisco
in. June, 19 this magazine
declared, “Th@lN TRUTH is
that the Upit tions never will
be able,to give the world any. per-_
manent world peace .”. .. (The
Plain Truth, January; Fcbruary,
1945). The sorry récord of-That

simply
nored!”

What Lies Ahead

~The cxamplcs cited above are just a
few of the many accurate forecasts
-that The Plain Truth, has brought
its readers in years past. Longtime
readers of this-fsagazire. can attest
to the effectiveness of The Plain
Fruth as a guide to understanding

too obvious' to be/ig-

divided and stnfg‘torn."‘bf'hgamzan -the seemmgly complex. panoragia’

tion, representing man’s best
endeavors, -has afnply borne out’
that predlcuon The Bible reveals
that world peace will ultimately be’
achieved in only ane wayx—,@hrough
the intervention of God im world
affairs, not by the United Na~—
tions!

«.On August 12, 1978, two
ormer bitter enemies—China and
apan—signed a treaty of peace

-and friendship that for years many
- observers considered umthinkable.

Yet as-early as February, 1963,
The Plain Truth had stated:
“Therc is an utter inévitability of
the ultimate tie-u bctwcen  Jdpan
and Red Chingé®. . The mutual
attraction betwecn thc emergiig
giant of Japan and the sprayling
vastness of China's raw material is

of fast-moving world events.

But much yet lies ahcad! Climac- "~
tic events and developnients will.’
bring’ our civilization to the vcry
brink of destruttion! The .stage is
now being set for a g¢rucial
sequence of prophetic evénts to

. which. this world remains largely

oblivious.

You cannot afford to ignore thc '

clear warnings of Bible prophecy.
The pages of The Plain' Truth will,
continue to bring you vitally.ifnpor-
tant artiglgs~to keep you informed
of the really BIG NEWS of prou-
phetic’ significange—and how it
will affect you’ )
‘ Among,thcsc broad prophetic
trends ard " ‘vents that “The Plain
Truth..will coniinue to follow in
comiﬁg issucs‘“arc' '

_ lead you,

inspred Word of God! > °
Bbla

This is a totaly new, different kund of study course des;gned to

fiatudy of your owgible’? to underBtind the whole -

" meaning 6f today's world-chaos, of the puzpose beng

tﬁ?below of prophecy, of salvation.
ft\enmst vital, most mportantqueshons of your lnfe aremor

oqjiygonento ali¥’you are drected to the clear, ‘plain, simple

answera in.your Bible! You wl.leanﬁ"ow

st address your letter rewesmg the- Ambassador Colege
_ Couespondence:Cwsetomean Trum

"lnowrree

out

“.

wwk&d
to study 1he Bble—*—why :

olﬁce ﬂearest
/
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» The ultimate emergence of a
militarized United Europe as a
major third power in the world,

" - almost certainly to include some

countries presently in the Soviet
orbit. }

» The growing importance of the
volatile Middle East, with continu-
ing instability and upheaval leading
ultimately to a momemous con-
frontation with oil-thirsty Europe.

» The increasingly influential
‘role of organized religion 'in some
European countrics—both East and

" West—including dramatic steps
toward church unity; -

« The continuing decline of ‘the
cconomic, military and political
- fortunes of the United States, Brit- -
ain and. other English-speaking
areas of the world—and an éven--
tual crisis confrontation with a

United ‘Europe.’

. * A precedent-shattering gree-
- ment between Europe and'the Soviet
Union—possibly in the form \of ;
nonaggression pact, secret.or otler-
wise—accompanied most probably
by the disintegration of NATQ and
the elimination of U.S. influence on
the.European contipent.

.. Conunumg Communlst suq-
cesses in South Asia, ulumalely
bringing that entire region into the
Saviet orbit..

e An upswing. in laWIessness
afound -'the; world, .including in-
creasmg incidents of tcrronsm and
assassination and’a general nse in’
crime and violence. = - .

" e A -dramatic ‘increase in thg
" number and severity of famtines, ]
.carthquaf(es and disease cpldqmtcs
around thc world. .

Then, Good News! .

lsut Just bcyond the pcnlous umcs
thay Jietahead is unbeincvably ‘gopd
é And lhal is the biggest news

.l
That -80od news. no. major nBWS
~t;magazine is_announcing—or ¢an

“’*"" announce. They simply do aot

; believe it"That good ews invdlves
tht: ‘gospel of the ngdom of God.

“.(The word. ;gospel mgans “‘good

news.”) The wor‘ldwndp Work : of.
.-which this magazine ‘is a part; is

. actively fulfibling a commlssion gw-
. en 1o us by Jesus Christ. morc tlmn-

o .900 years ago “*And thc 3ospel of

the kingdom [must first be pub-
lished—Mark 13:10}in all the world
for a witness unto all nations: and

. then shall the end [of this present

age} come’ (Matt. 24:14).

We announce that the crisis at:

the, close of this age will usher in a
new and better age, when all
peoples everywhere will .begin to

enjoy peace and prosperity under

the direction of God's divine ruler-
ship. )

Meanwhile, continue reading
each issue .of The Plain Truth.
God’s word is truth. And we rhake
it plain. That’s why its name is The
Plain Truth' ‘Cn

AW)IDBOI}ILYINIURY

(Continued from page 17)

being you must notice it! For the’| :

Lord and Giver of life commands us
all, “ Thou shalt not kill.” .
We are responsible for our lives as
well as others. So we must take care
how we ride our bicycle, our motor-
cycle, haw we use the power saw or
‘the knife shan‘pcncr We must zeal-

«lpsly teach and train our children to .

ake care of the prccmus lives and
limbs they have been given. And we

adults must ' be sure that little chil--
-| dren are not endangered by sharp

objects or toxic substances left with-

in their reach, open fires or danger-‘

ous stairwells.
Older people must™ ovcrcomc
false pride and quit driving when

“thiey have lost their reflexes or ade-
Jquaté&_ hearing or cyesight. They

must. think &f the danger to others
as well as themseives. They must be
much more careful in using stair-
ways, in lighting fires, in reachmg

for high objects. -
.- Y.oung ant}jd fich and poor, Wc
‘all have-a r pqnclb\my to our Mak-

‘er to ‘protect and Ccherish the bodies
He has givenius. “We' must all
appear before the judgment seat of
Christ; that every onc may réceive
the things done ir his body, accord-
ing to that he hath done, whether it
be good arbad” (I1 Cor. 5:10).

‘Each of us must learn tot be a’

builder ,and prothtor ‘of lyfc nnd
happnncss

This is our r‘esponstbllny This i is
the scventh law of health, g

 Christianity. of"

(Continued from page 21)

no law to keep this feast . .. just as
many other customs .have been
established in individual localities
according to usage, so also the feast’
of Easter CAME TO BE OBSERVED IN

EACH PLACE ACCORDING TO THE -
INDIVIDUAL PECULIARITIES OF THE

PEOPLES inasmuch as none of the
apostles legislated on the mattet:

"And that the observance originated

not by legislation, BUT As A cusToM. .

the facts themselves indicate™
(chapter 22).

Did you notice that?.Easter Ol'l-
ginated as a custom of the people!
And sodid Lent. Lent is mcrcly the
introduction to Easter. Easter i is the
climax to Lent. ’

If you have not alrcady read the

TRUTH about Easter, you need to

read our free booklet entitied The
Plain Truth About Easter. It will
give you many astounding facts

about the origin of Easter—and it
" will reveal what the New Testa-
ment Church observed mstead of

Easter. -,

" But from what cny did the ccle-
bration of Lent really begin to
spread throughout " the professing
the Roman
World?

‘'Here is what the Cachoh’c Ency-“”
clopaedia records:

“In any case it is certain from
the ‘Festival Letters® of St. Athana-
sius ;‘hat in 331 ‘[he] enjoined upon
his flock @ péridd of FORTY DAYS 6f

fasting preliminary to. .. Holy .

Week, and second that in 339 after

. having travelled to Rome and aver

the gredter parl -of Europe, [he]

wrote in the strongest terms to ufge -
this - observance”—of Lent—upon -

the people under his Jurisdiction.

Athanasius,” bishop of ‘Alcxan- ", - -

dria in’ Egypt, was influenced by -
Roman custom. .It was ar, Rome..
that-not only. Easter, but also’
Lent, entered ‘the -Christian
church. Irenacus® confirmed this

when he wrote in: his famous let-

ter that Lent and Easter were:

-introduced during the’ _time of
.bishop Xystus of. Ron‘Ac “This*
“bishop “‘did not pcfhu those after
fhlm" to obscrvc thc New: *Testa-

o
Ca

’




. - -

. ment practice of commemorating
the death of Jesus on the 14th day
of the first month of the Hebrew
calendar. " Instead he. introduced
the custom of Easter and Lent.

But from where did the bishops
&f 'Rome obtain the custom of
‘Lent? . )

- The Origin of Lent

* In the early church, Lent was
always called tessarakoste,
Greek, or quadragesima, in Latin.
These two words “count 40.”
Lent—though etimes cele-
brated for only one or two days, or
for several weeks—WAS ALWAYS
CALLED THE CELEBRATION OF 40
DAYS!

- Why?

Why should a period of absti-
nence have gonc by this name even
.though it was not until the begin-

“nirig: of *the eighth century after
- Christ that the final number of 40
“days was fastened on the whole
church from Ireland to Asia
Minor? - ‘ ‘

The answer is obvious—absti- -

. nence among the pagans was called
by the name “‘count 40" because
that is the length of time they cele-
brated ‘their spring fcstwal' Re-
member, Lent means “spring.”
The historian- Wilkinson, in his
book Egyptian Antiquities, chapter
I, p. 181, wrote that the pagans
kept “fasts, many of which.lasted
from seven to forty-two days, and
~“sometimes even a. longer period.”
° But the original length of the
- fast, traced back to ancient Babylon
4.000 years ago, was a “forty days”
fast in the spring of the year
(Layard's Nineveh, and Babylon.

bore its.pame of 40 days®}
Each™ natjon gradually changed
" the length of celebration, but they all

"> retained. the name. The professing .
-Christians of. the second. century

mcrclyﬁdop(ed the qustoms fouhd“m

. their~Fespective’ counlrlcsmihat s
“why they were divided as“to its

length from the beginning. Remem-
. ber, it took the churches’ of the
- Western world nearly eight -¢entu-

ries to reimpose a total period of 40 .

days abstinence as had beén the orig-‘
inal custom at Babylon.

in

B wecpmg for Tammuz.”
chapter 4, page 93)*That is'why™it -

pagan customs instead of the com-
mands of God in the Bible!

Where Mentioned in the Bible

.Lent is npwhcre commanded or

mentioned in the New: Testament. o
But it is mentioned in the Old Tes-
tament!

Lent, remember, was an indis-
pensable preliminary to the great
annual festival in commemoration
of the death and resurrection of
Tammuz—the pagan Babylonian
counterfeit of the Messiah.. The
Babylonian lunar month of. June/
July was named in honor of this
false Babylonian messiah. Forty
days preceding the feast of Tam-
muz (usually celebrated in June)
the pagans held their Lenten sca-

.
e -
Fasting, or abstinence
Jfrom certains foods, was
imposed after the days of
the apostles—by the
authority of the priests.
%

: L .

son! Ezckiel describes it vividly in
Ezekiel 8:13-14> .
~ “He (the Lord] said also unto
me, Turn thee yet again, and thou
shalt see greater abeminations.”
Notice that God calls what Ezekiel
is about 'to see an ABOMINATION.
What does the prophét see?

“And, behold, thcrc.-r sat_women

They wept “for Tammuz, the

'falsc amyssiah of the pagansl .That

weeping ‘preceded ‘1hé “pagin - festi-
val in.honor.of a supposed resur-
rection, of . Tamriwz. “Fasting was.
Joined, with weeping FOR A, PERIOD

_OF 40 DAYS before the, fesnénl in
honor of Tammuz.- The periog, of

weeping ‘and semlfasung fell during
spripgtime. That is why the word

~Lent means “spripng™ Lent is a’

continuation of the pagan spring-
time custom of absmlmng from
«certain foods just prior. to celebrat-
ing a supposed resurréction of a

Chnsuamty today has turnqd tog,. pagan’ Babyloman deny

That is why Christ and the true
New Testament Church never
observed it! Paul forbade Christians
to observe these pagan ‘“‘times™ or
“seasons” (Gal. 4:9-10).

Does it Make a Difference
to God? -

But what if Easter -and Lent are
ancient pagan festivals? Isn’t it still
all right, if we use them to honor
CurisT? That’s the way people rea-

- son. Let Gop answer that ques-

tion:

Hear what he said to his people
through Moses: “Take heed .
that thou enquire not after thcnr
gods, saying: How did these nations
serve their gods? even so will 1 do
likewise. Thou shaft not do so unto
the Lorb thy God: for évery abom-
ination to the Lorp, which he
hateth, ‘have ‘they done unto thelr
gods” (Deut. 12: 30-31). .

Here is . what God says. It
doesn’t matter what we think—but
,it poes’ MATT® what God thinks.
He calls these pagan Easter and
Lenten customs abominations be-
cause they commemorate false’
ideas. The penitence of Lent is a
form of worldly sorrow over the
things that smite one’s conscience.
But conscience is no sufficient
guide td right or wrong. The peni-
tence of Lent is a counterfeit of
genuine repentance of sin.-What is.
the Bible definition of sin?—*"sin is
‘the transgression of the law"’
(I John 3:4)—God’s law' God's
law defines right from wrong. And
the customs of Easter? They com-
memorate a supposed” Sunday
morning resurrection of Jesus—

“ though in fact Jesus was resur-
- rected, aocordmg/to the Bible, on .

Saturday evening ifter he had been
in thé tomb ‘three days and three
nights (Matt. 12:40). No wonder
the apostles did nat teagh. ghi€early .;

spirit-filled New Testament, -
‘to Gbserve- thm"' :

Church of “God-~.
(radmons of men! . ..

‘Is it-any wonder thal” “Jeremiah
.was inspired to write: “Lcam not
the way of the heathen . .- for the
customs ‘of the peoplc are m vam”" .
(.lcr 10:2-3). -

“‘Jesus lcft us an example of what .
we ought to do—and that example
is not Easter or Lent! O

LY
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What Was It

to Be the

BROTHER OF ]ESUS

°

by 'George Geis

Supposc you had becn a neighbor of Jesus™ famlly What would you
have thought of Jesus, his brothers fnd sisters?

URE SPECULATION?

" No! There is a biblical

account of a nya
actually was Christ%s "
er. . R
James—the author Af ‘the
.book of -James in the New Tes-
~" tament—is very distinctly
‘. called “‘the Lord's brother”,
(Gal. 1:19).. His mother was
Mary. His story tells what it
was like to be the brother of
Jesus.

Jesus' Famlly

When the brothers of Jesus are

listed, James’ name appears first,
which would indicate that he was
the eldest of Jesus’ younger broth-
ers (Matt. 13:55). For proof that

thesg werlindeed Jesusiphysical “along®h¥ $hores &F the Také of"

brothers and sigjers, turn to Psalm
69, éspecially ‘verses 8 and 9.
.-\'Jcsu&qumed%wxﬁc 9 o&ﬂn’ix*%l'm
. aofPgavid.as a Rrop] hotice

by David (g:Jesus, ‘ﬁlmg

verse 8 T§-also a propheuc wefer-
ence=-to the -family ‘of Jesus. It

- reveals that Jesus was to “‘become.
a Stranger unto my brethren and-

— .an alién unto my molhers chil-
~drea’
" Notice, Jesus’ brothers and sis-

ters were his mother’s children:

February 1982 ~

(and therefore his hal_f—brothers
and half-sisters). i

After Jesus was born, both his
mother Mary and his stepfather
Joséph knew that God would be
well pleased for them to have chil-
dren of their own. Soon the expan-
sion of their family was under way.
In time James was borh.

James grew up with Jesus in the
town of Nazareth until Jesus was
30 years of age. He saw Jesus in
every conceivable situation. James
was able to observe from childhood
the way of life his older brother

, lived.

Perhaps when Jesus and James

were young children, they wan-

dered together in the countrysndc
- and explored the, rocky ledges in
the cliffs around Nazareth. On
occasions they would walk toget,hgr

Gennesaret to watch the fishermen
haul their nets to shore, They sat at
‘a gomman fable “for - f’amnly mcals

4 &ric;l rehashc;g ‘the » days qvénts tn
lﬁe 'mdnnner conversations.
Messiazh (see John 241'13)‘ %W"

= ‘As they grew older, pc‘rhaps they

l,talked over «the problems; "aspira-

tions, frustrations and _desires of

. youth as they. weal to sleép: They.
'sat next to each other in the syna:
gogue on Sabbath and traveled”

together along the road with their
parents to Jerusalem to ‘keep the
annual festivals of God. After a

hard day’s work in their fathers.

construction business, they perhaps
“talked shop™ as they scrubbed off
the grime‘and sweat.

James probably had many dis-.
cussions with: his " older byother,
who displayed unusual wisdom at a

very early _age (Luke 2:40).
Altho ames could not have
realized it at the time, he was hav-
inig set for him the perfect example
of obedience to God, living faith—
honoring one’s” parents, being an
example (Luke 2:51).

James found Jesus easy to get
‘along with—even when Jesus was
going through his teepage years
. and then his early 20s. They must
have shared' many enjoyable mo-
ments (Luke 2:52).

Flmllladty

‘dead wrong ven though Jésus

. was. livjng perfcclly according to - )
{de §.1 -law, James didn’t realize it: .

“At,_ Umes .he must .have thought
that " hi$ _brother’s actions didn’t

make sense. He: was to- learn dif- -

. ferently later,,

Jesus was'an lmportam example
in another way. Indications are
that Jesus became the head of the
family certainly by his early 30s.
We don’t read of his stepfather

. : 3

Yet, of oourse James riust hav&“.:
somctlmcg\gonen Quite angry wuh .
,,gh,‘ns brothcr aid. thoughi Jesus’was

TR e
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Joseph after the final reference to.

him when Jesus was 30 years old
(Matt* 13:55). If so, Jesus set an
important example for James as
the family leader.~And he also set
the example of hard- work and

right management of the heavy “the message of the Kingdo

«and technically proficient con-
struction business the family was

*noted for. (The Greek word tek-

ton, translated ‘“‘garpenter,” can
réad in the broad sense as “build-
er of houses™—that is, both wood-
worker and stoneworker.)

enough to follow h|m in his work
(John 2:11).
Jesus would not be spending

many more days at home. Because:

from here on, he was to devote
himself full time to proclaixing

of
God (Matt. 4:17). He was making
many -statements that must, have
troubled James. Some teachings
like “the Son of man is Lord even
of the sabbath™ and other public

announcements eventually .caused .

a group of Jesus’ former friends to

Yet there was, the element of attempt.to cart him off out of the

familiarity that ig always present
when two peoplefspend a great deal
of time together. A prophet is with-
out honor in his own country—or
his own family. James respected
and deeply admired his brother .in
many areas, but for.a long time
Jesus was always simply *““Jesus™ to
James. Which, of course, was quite
ndtural-

After .lcsus became 80 (Luke
3:23), family events took- a new
turn. James became concerned
when his older brother and leader

of the family went wandering off in .

the wilderness away from home—
for a 40-day, fast (Luke 4:1-2) pre-
+ paratory to starting his ministry.
Jesus surely left someone in charge
of the family—perhaps James him-

public_ eye—as they thought he
had gone berserk (Mark 3:21).
Perhaps even James was among
this group. <

As late as the autumn preceding
Christ’s death, James still did not
believe that his brother was the

One of whom the prophets wrote. -
John 7:2-9 gives the account in?
which James and the rest of Jesus*

brothers somewhat skeptically
asked Jesus: ‘Jf you want to con-
vince people of your power, why
don’t you go down to Jerusalem at
Feast time, where there’ll be
hundreds of thousands of people to
see you? If you are really doing
these miracles, let the whole world
see!” )

Jesus answered his brothers eye-

self. But however Jesus prepared. ball-to-eyeball in no uncertain

for. and explained his departure, it
must have seemed a little to
James gt the time.

Strange Brother? _

Then Jesus reappeared-at a wed-
ding in Cana with some friends
(disciples) whom James probably
also knew (John 21'215).
was relieved - to see his brother
again—ahd was filled with many

quesions;; What igzppegﬁd when
“%Christ {urned “the wate to thi

“sgxofinest quality wine? Perhaps it dld

LMot evap.register in *James’ mind.

.Maye heard abaut or even'
-pap%ened ll:?ic after. all,

how could ‘Jesus—his- owis, bmth-u thoughts:-and must 3 _
- sidering the strange $tdries about

er~ido soﬁ‘h:thmg like that?
~After the wédding, James went
to. Capcrnaum with Jesus ‘and his
- new disciplés. Mary herself also
went on the trip(John 2:12). This
gave Jamgs the¥pportunity to talk
with the men who would now be his
older. brother’s constant compan-

ions—and who believed on Jesus

32

terms. In modern terms he ‘might
have said, “I'm headed on a colli-
sion course with this world, but the
time for me to be put to death is
not here yet.” That reply must have
really set Jarhes thinking. .

James' attitude of unbellcf was
not going to last much longer.

James -After Christ*®¥ggath, James experi-

enced something .that ke -would
never forget—something that

" fomva¥nder of his life. ey
CO%vlncod al‘({nst «k’“ G

James must have kad his broxher s
murdey Qonslantly,dom}gnaung his
havp been con-

the cirqumstances of Jesus’ death.
.So, it, was quite a moving experi-
ence “for James., to see his dead
brother suddenly appear and ‘then
say words to this effect: “James,
remember all those things that |
told you about myself, about the
fact that I am the Christ? James,

wou %cl as a driving force for the .

my brother, they were all true,
and now you're seeing firsthand
evidence of them™ (I Cor. 15:7).
James was absolutely convinced!
His brother was alive again' He

‘ now ‘searched out Jesus’ disciples,

the very men over whom he had
previously. shaken his head (Acts
4713-14). From this pomt on,
James was in on the grass’roots
foundaiion of the Church of God,

very likely receiving the outpouring
of G‘% Spirit on Pentecost in
A.D

Now the constant contact that
James had had with Jesus could be
valuably used by God. True, he
hadn’t ‘spent a great deal of time
with Jesus during his 3'%-year min-
istry, but ‘think of all the years—
the tens of thousands of hovirs—he
had spcnt{mh Jesus when he was
so young'and so impressidnable.
Even Peter and John and the other
apostles, though many had’ been
childhood friends, .hadn't had so
much contact with Jesus at such an-
early age and for such a long
time.

Many times in one's hfe when
there is a decision to be made, who
has not asked himself, “Let’s sce,
how would Christ do it?” In many
cases in Jamés' life—after s con-
version—all he had to do was to
think back and say: “‘Let’s see, how
did my brother do it?” .

James now grew in spiritual stat-
ure under the direction of God's
Spirit. And a very few years later
he is’shown as an apostle in the °
Church of God (Gal. 1:19). Paul,
here, refers to James as an apos-
tle.

- Jamés’ powerful writing style is
preserved for all time in the epistle
of James. The heavy influence of
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount..is
obvious in this epistle- -no epistle
of straw as Martin' Luther called..it,

busaii. epistle of LIVING® sate! It ga

was probably written shortly before

James’ death James dying ip.mars. -
- tyrdom in A.D. 62, Jnecordmg‘to

Josephus.
'So James, the man who wanted
nothmg to de with his'brother’s mes-
sage in the beginning, died for that
same ‘message at the end—and wull
forever, from the time of his resur-
rection, remain as a real brother of
Christ, in the fullest sense of that

word, in God’s Family. o
.m PLAIN TRUTH
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. dition of men.
~ reject -the commandmcm of God,

CON VERSION I

by Herbert W. Armstrong

v

Millions have been led to think they are “syved,” who are only deceived and
“don’t know it! Here is a frank, darmg article, making the truth PLAIN!

T‘s DIFFICULT to believe,
but it’s true. In today's
religious .copfasion mil-
lions have supposed they

had salvation spiritually—

they have believed on Jesus

. Christ—and are not saved!

Would you suppose one could
actually worship Chnst—and
all in vain?

Do you knew what_Jesus himself
said of ‘these people who want ‘to
worsfip him without obedience to
God’'s Commandments?

‘Listen to his words: “Howbeit in
vain do they worship ‘me, teaching
for doctrines the commandments of
‘men. For laying aside the com-
mandment of God, ye hold the tra-
Full well ye

that ye may keep your own tradl-
tion” (Mark 7:7- 9)

Back to the Faﬂh'Qnéi Dgiivotoah“'

;But what does Goo tell you in his
. Word?- <. PR L 45

Througil Judc God says: “Bc

write. ufntq you of the common salva-

" tion, it was needful for me to erte

unto you, aid exhort you' that ‘ye,
should earnestly contend ‘for the

. Jaith which was once delivered unto

the saints. For there are certain-men
crept in unawares . . . ungodly men;
turning the GRACE gf our God Thto-

. lasciviousness, and dcnylns the dnly

Lord God, and our Lord Jesus
Christ” (Jude 3-4).

Yes, even before the New Testa-
ment was completely written,
ungodly men had crept inside the
Charch to corrupt it—turning
GRACE into LASCIVIOUSNESS.

And what is “lasciviousness™? It

.means “license”—unrestrained lib-
erty—abuse of privilege. In other’

words, license to do that which
seems right in human eyes—
according to human conscience—

thougly it disobeys God's 1Law! ,

And that is exactly . what those
ungodly men, even in the first cen-
tury, did—turned GRACE into unre-
strained privilege to disabey God's
law and turned to human con-
science as a guide! And once intro-
duced, the practice has persisted
and spréad éver the whole world
until today! -

This is one of the FABLES the apos- '

" tle Pajl wan;od us men would turn
to. Paul said” "But evil merni..and
seducers shall wax worse.and worse,
déteiving: and bemg de-
ceived. *: “Fer e tiie will come

when (hcy will ‘not ‘endure soundy,x
~ loved, wheni:l gave-all-diligevfee g r;docteine; but- after their own lusts’ %'m’ent rt;llgnon Well, he ‘was asked'
. HOW 10 gain ETERNAL LIFE. Is that

_salvation? It certainly is! Old Tes-

(lasciviousness-*:human reasoning),
shall they . . . turn ‘away ,their ears

from ‘the lrulh and- shall be turned-

unto FABLES"-(I1 Tim. 3:13; 4:3, 4).
But, on¢ will argue, Jdde said
these men would demy the Lord

* Jesus Christ. Do not the men who

teach a *‘no works" doctrine believe
in Christ? Do they deny him?

Yes, thcy DENY him! God says:
“They profess that they know God;
but IN WORKS they deny him, being
abominable, and disobedient, and
unto every Goop work reprobate”
(Titus 1:16). The way of human rea-

son—that seems RIGHT—is often
DISOBEDIENCE to God!

‘What the Savior Himself Taught

These deceived teachers have just .
one fayorite tgxt. They quote Acts +
16:31: "BELIE%OH the Lord Jesus
Christ, and_thoy shalt be saved.”
Now that text from the inspired
pen.of Paul means what it says. But
there are two kinds of BELIEVING—
the living Yaith that brings salva-

tion, and a dead “‘no works” faith &

that produces orily DEATHY
But wHY do they, in their tracts
and their sermons, never quote
what the Savior himself said in .
answer to the question? WHy?
Jesus was asked; “‘What shall I
do to ‘inberit elcrnaﬁ life?” (Liuke

.18:18.) Some might tg to tel| you

thag the §AV|oaﬁhlmsplf dld “aof,
know, dF teach, the way of SAL v,g;

TIQN—he was teaching Old Testa:s

tament religion- ‘teaching lasted
until Jahn—not uatil the cross—.

not until “Pentecost.” Just UNTIL. - -
JouN (Luke 16:16). Jesus -~ -

preached the samé. gospel he. com-

manded, his disciples. to teach aLl,
natlons—msentljes_ .included—the
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same gospel Paul predched to gen-
tiles. He preached only the NEw
“Testament gospel. He revealed the
WAY OF SALVATION. R

Here is his answer—that of the
SAVIOR HIMSEEF on ‘HOW TO BE

. SAVED:

“Ir thou wilt enter into LIFE,
keep the commandments.’” And he
enumerated enough of the Ten
Commandments to show it was this
particular law that must be obeyed
AS A’ CONRITION to receiving eter-
nal life as God’s GIFT. Jesus said
“IF"—(THERE WAS A CONDI-
TION)—*"IF"" we are to be saved, by
God’'s grace, WE MUST KEEP THE
COMMANDMENTS! God

of the Holy Spirit™ (Acts. 2:38). -

Jesus said, “REPENT YE; and
BELIEVE THE) GOSPEL.” We must
BELIEVE not only in Jesus as Savior,
but we must believe also THE Gos-
PEL he brought and preached—the
Gospel of the Kingdom of God—

.“the AuTHORITY of God and the

Worp of God over -our lives—a
message not preached today by
" most orgaiized churches!

After his resurrection, in his
parting instructions to his disciples
for preaching the way of salvation,
Jesus said: “Thus it is written, and
thus it behoved Christ to suffer,
and to rise from the dead the third

L .

This_law is'summed up in the one
word—LOVE! It is further defined in
the two great Commandments, LOVE
to God, and LOVE to neighbor. But

,the same law is further defined and

divided into 10 points, by the Ten

Commandments—the first four of .

which tell us how to love God, the

last six of which tell uys how to love
‘neighbor.

James' Inspired Answer

And thus it is explained in James:

*IF ye fulfil the royal law according

to the scripture, Thou shalt love

thy neighbour as thyself, ye do

well” (Jas. 2:8). Here is the royal
law—the whole law  as a

lays down his own terms
and conditions. His FREE

True repentance means you

general principle.

give The law is LoOvE and

GIFT is conditional—you
get it oNLY if you “keep

yourself to God. And the only kind

LOVE 1s the fulf)ling of
the law. Jesus fulfilldd it.

the commandments.™
You can't EARN it. God

of repentance‘that is prerequisite

setting us an example that
we, too, should fultill the

GIVES it—but only to
those “‘who “*KEEP THE

to the gift of eternal life is com-

law. We fulfill it with
LovE—not any natural,

" COMMANDMENTS.” God
will not GIVE you eternal

plete and unconditional surrender

nature, but ‘the love of

life in sin. And what 1s
sin? “SIN IS THE TRANS-

to God—to his will, which means

Goo is shed abroad n our

GRESSION OF THE LAW"

to his law. You beconie his, liter-

hearts by the Holy Spir-
it” (Rom. 5:5). The Holy

(1 John 3:4).
Some who pervert

ally, and wholly, with no reerva-

Spirit in us is merely
GOD'S LAW IN ACTION IN

God’s truth insist Jesus
did not name ALL of the :

tions! Repentance is a coniplete

OUR LIVES! And so, if we
fulfill this royal law we do

Ten Commandments in
the above scripture. Sin is

change in your life—in your atti-

well—but if not, we com-
mit sin (Jas. 2:9). Now

the transgression of THE
LAw. It is @ COMPLETE

tude toward life—your pdrpose in

LAw. He named enough of
its points to designate

life—your thoughts and actions.

the WHOLE 1aw the
general principle of 1ove
to neighbor—-yet offend

WHICH L.AW. he was talking
aboul And James says that law has
“poINTS"— and, if we break any ONE
of ‘the 10, points of thg Ten Com-
mandmcms, we BREARY WHE LAW,
“%and arégl ners (Jas: 2:8-11).
= The very same day lhc Huly
..%pttf( cam(;. “sthe very * l c
T NEw Thsu ENT Lhum‘h
. menced— mousands.”hcaqu thc
ing | Peter's sertnon.,” “which
stru k‘a(r.nghl tos their Keart,
ked, “What shall .we do""——ycs,
L HAT hHALL WE 1)0 TO "Bt
SAVED?Y - -
Fhe inspired answer was:
“REPENT, and 'BE BAPTIZED
-every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and ye shall receive the gift

N
day: and that REPENTANCE and.s ty—we have broken the law

remission of sins shgpuld "be -

in one point, we are guil-
-and
‘the pcnaltxf is DEATH, not eternal

preached in his name among all | life. )

nations, beginning at*Jerusalem.
And ye arc%wign¥ises of,%‘:hébev
thidgs ™ (t. uke 244{7 48),- This is
the, gospel for Ml NATIONS! #37,

¥ By %Ml gndm ‘werepentt of‘;}
WHAT 18 SINY % you. ‘cealize }hgt
VERY FEW pcopl kiiow?. Very few”
kg,ow the BinLE d~l|n»11on -af SIN,

God's inspired dc.hmuon of sin:js «
- this: **Sin is the transgression of the
law” (1 Joha 3:4). Paul would not
have known what Wwas sin, éxcept
by the law. But what law? The very
law which says: “Thou shalt not
covet” (Rom. 7:7). That law is.the
Ten Commandments. ‘\

Niguoe. pleasc,«sﬁ}c law
divided into points! And it s
*divided mlq 10 POINTS’
Commandunvents. Thp:sgdr& merely
the 10 pointd, or- subdivisigns =l
tl{c general roﬂak{{aw LOVE lg’(md-
and". 10 ficighbor. "l'ol* hc that séid
for. ¢ law which said], Do not
comnﬁl adultery, said Fso,. Do not
kill: Now if thou commit no adul-
tery”—if .you.do not break thul
specific point—"yet if thou kill™”
you “just break that one point
“thou art become a transgi essor of
the law” (Jas. 2:11). So you sc¢
the Ten

o
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-very law it is sin to tramsgress.

It is a sPiriTUAL law, ‘(Rom.
7:14). It is fulfilled by.the spiri-
TUAL LOVE that is God's precious
gift to us—his love placed within
us. “Wherefore the law is HOLvg
and the commandmcnt HOLY, AND
JUST, AND GOOD.' (Rom. 7:12).

To REPENT of sin means to tarn
from sin. It meang to QUIT SIN-
NING! And that means to’ stop
transgressing God's" holy law. And
the way to stop breaking it is to
begin. KEEPING God's Command-
ments-—ALL OF THEM, for if you
break only one, you bring on your-
self the penalty-—ETERNAL
DEATH—and you lose sal-

you what ‘is sin. But your con-
science only troubles you when
you,do what YOU THINK is wrong!
And what you think is wrong,
another may think is right! Your
CONSCIENCE IS NO GUIDE! "

Sin is not the doing of what you

" think is wrong. Not the transgres-

sion of conscience—sin is the trans-
gression of God's LaAw (I John 3:4).
Sin is thinking and doing. what
GoOD sAYS is wrong—and he says it
in his law.

One who does what he thlnks is’

right may be committing a great
decal of sin!

God says: “There is a way that

‘tion! There is THE way to find

forsake His ‘way, and the unrigh-
teous man HIS THOUGHTS: and let
him return unto the: Lord, and_he
will have mercy upon him; and to
our God, for he will abundantly
pardon. FOR MY THOUGHTS ARE
NOT YOUR THOUGHTS, NEITHER
ARE YOUR WAYS MY WAYS, saith/— -
the Lord" (Isa. 55:6-8).

And there is THE WAY of salva-

GoD!”SEEK HiM, by forsaking—
WHAT? Forsaking .YOUR WAY—
your thoughts! The way you have
THOUGHT to be right.* g

The WAY of SALVATION *
The first step toward sal-

T e I P Y14 @ r——— =

vation. )
Now Jesus “magnified
the law, and made it hon-

But neither your repentance, fol-

vation is to REPENT, and
that means forsake your

ourable™ (lsaiah 42:21).

lowed by your obedience, nor

" way—the customs and
traditions you have been

When we put a spiritual
“magnifying glass,” so to

your faith earns any salvation!

following, the ways of
man, the ways you have

speak, on the Ten Com- -
mandments, it is enlarged

They are merely prior condi-

been living. FORSAKE
YOUR OWN way. Turn to

in spmt and prmcuplc into

tions. But when you supply these

-God's way—the way of -

marly more points. And in
a larger aspect the ENTIRE
BiBLE is a magnification

two ingredients, then God stands

- HIS LAW! The way of His
witL! Yes, the wavy of

of God's law. The law is

bound by his promise 10 lmpart

success, achievement, do-
ing good, of prosperity—

the basis of all Scripture.
It defines THE wav of

to you by his Holy Spirit his'| ure

the way of ETERNAL

life—the way, to happi-
ness, joy, eternal life!

'rzghteousness,

and Christ's

Sinte the entire Bible -
contains the magnified -

Notice how like God it
is! The law is Goop

faith—and these, supplied by

explanation of Gob's
LAW, the Bible becomes

(Rom. 7:12). God is .
good.

God, are the ingredients. that

XOQR GUIDE FOR RIGH-

The law is HOLY (Rom.
7:12). Gop is holy!

save and impart eternal life! || uw

TEQUS AND w(cesswL
G! That is why Jesus
said man’ shall, -live ‘by

The law is JusT (Rom..

every. word-of Gop! .

seemeth right unto a man, but the True repentance means you :
The law ‘is SPERITUAL (qu end thergof are the ways of give your SELF tQ God. And the
7:14). Gobp is spmtua]' . .DBAIH"' (Brov. 14: l? and: 16:25.) = . only kmd of re ntange, that.. is R
The ‘law i3’ RERFECT (vPsalm Aga.m.., ‘The way of a*fool is right. prcreqaynsnc 1&g . gift ﬁf’ etegnal 5 &Y
19 1). Gop is ‘perfectt i i his - Gwn .eyes " X(Prov, "12:15). s CoMPUETE AND UNCh r,gé .
The Iaw—lucludlng all his'Com-" nd: “All the ways=of a inaw are 3 TIONAL ,suap.mmfn O ‘Gotha-10_ * ’TV .
m.md’ments— 4§ upmmabu:. HTER: r eame iy cowrt Eyes s Brov. hnr witkhwhich Miedns tduus TS % ‘a“.*
".NAL, stands - FOREVER AND E6:2).:The wosld hds becn going You, become His, iterally s ‘, Q‘S_
o mﬁvm‘(} llx“, )‘i Arw Gob -8 - mg w‘n“d\ghséhma right tayman who My towith o ¢ scrvatlons' "*5*
"}‘ étgrnal!’ ) - . for. sofne 6,000, ygars. But  this "Répentante .is.a compitre’
“of courscwlor “the law IS the: "WAY %has brolght ~only unhappw CHANGE™jn’ your life—in your
very character, the very nature, 0[ ness, emptiness, discontent, pover: ° dattitude. mwxun#h[e—you[ pur- ..
God! 1t is the WlLL of God - ty, sickness and discase and final- ‘pose in lifc—your THOUGHTS amd .- *
ly, CHAQS and-DESPAJR all over'thé youk ACTIONS.
Consclence Not Yol Guide ) ‘world! ft'has produécd NOTRING - It means forsaking somé of your
But in the modcrn -day Babylon— Goon! L . " old friends and ' companions—if
confusion of cosflicting tegch- - God, says: "SI:EK YE the Lord they are living thc-worldly life. that
ings—you have beén taught, false.: while he miy bé found, call upon seems right to. MAN..IT meadns turn-
ly. that YOUR CONSCIENCE tells hlm wlule heusnear. let the wnckcd ;ng trom and forsaking’ worldly

7:12). Gob s just!




social and religious customs, inter-
ests, pleasures that are contrary to
GOD's ‘WAYS.

It mecans THE BIBLE becomes the
SUPREME AUTHORITY oOver .your
life—your guide to living—yes, to
happy. abundant, gracious living,
and sUCCESSFUL and righteous liv-
ing, henceforth agd forever—to

- live your life from now on with

§ra wz;‘
£

Gon's HELY, and BY HIS POWER,
according to the spirit and princi-
ple. as well as the letter-and precept
of his Commandments. You herive,_
forth sTUDY THE BIBLE—not just
carelessly rcad, but sTUDY, to learn
Gon's ways, and 10 LIVF BY EVERY
WORD OF GOD!

Now ask yoyrsélf, candidly:
How manNy people who profess sal-
vation --who have ‘‘accepted
Christ’” . do you _believe have
REALLY (OME TO THIS KIND OF
REAL REPENTANCE? “Except ye

. REPENT." warned Jesus, “ye shall

all likewise PERISH' (Luke 13:3, 5).
And again, “He that sa1td, | know
him, and keepeth not his command-
ments, is a LIAR, and the truth is
not 1n him” (I John 2:4) Yes, MlL-
LIONS ARE DECEIVED!

But~if millions’ are decejved
about ‘the prior CONDITION of
repentance, just as mrany millions
are. decerved today «as to the KIND
OF FAITH that réally saves!

The FAITH That SAVES

Now think a moment! Use your
REASON! We are taughtl, and
rightly, that we cannot EARN our
salvation-—it ig the GIFT of Qod, It
is by GRACE-— and “'graag” means
undeserved perdon_and free gift,,
Ygl. notice how mcoris;sten(

lc Mc'ﬁj;!kcy arguc theré®must -

gh, = MBBDIEN& to "

dments, ‘or dmng

‘ f“"&mg«—m)‘ &&mgmzmrg* OE0’s. = e B ATaNE, Y&, Lhe very purnosc‘ P
WUTHDRITY overs, you]; *’daﬂy :g;v- ,«,Qﬁ@d‘-ﬁemandsv f
g —bEckuse “Salkadidw coffes kbye . TIGNS on YOUR pai@’i?u‘?;t, ydy must  FROM $i8; and acvepiing st uﬁw LI

oradlk—God's free’ dur>And yet
they -seem 10 believe .that. some-
how" WE must supply the FAITH
that brings salvation! If wi work
up. or if WE supply this FAITH by

.-which we are saved, would not

that, in fact, amount to our pro-
ducing our own salvation by the
very, WORKS o/ supplymg this

~ FAITH?

- which he supglics and places in you

So notice, bricfly! Notice more
CLOSELY than you.did before! *For s Pnémss ]
BY GRACE are ye saved through -Holy Spirit His righlcousmss and
FAITH; and that [that FaiTH] not of itmus jank—mq)nd THESE, sl‘lp—

yoursclves; it [this saving FAITH] is phed by Goo, _uredhc ingredients -

the gift of Gop™ (Eph 2:8.) The. * that <swe"nnu muwurr ETERNAL
faith that rcally saves is GIVEN TO- ANE!.. {.L' - 2
us by GQD—it is a GIFT from HIM! .. Paul pxplains: “‘Evcn wé have.?

You don't supply it, or work it elieved

before? _fust repent"and ‘bchcvc in Christ,
Well, what then? In Gal.-2:16, as A condition,

only “by THE FAITH of Jesus be saved by the faith or Christ— "=

Christ.” Notice, he does not say, by _by his ffmth placed \wnhm you! .. 7%

the man's faxth iN Jesus Christ—he
says. by ‘‘the.faith of Jesus, Cut ot me £0D
Christ”—which "'means CHRIST's - All have smned'

¢AITH-—the faith HE has and uses—

formed all his miracles—the same - have cut us off from God: “Your,.
faith by which he lived—his faith, iniquities have separated. bctween'
placed by a miracie, as a gift direct you and your God, and.your sins'.
from God, into the man! " have hid hs face from you, that he
So. PLEASE UNDERSTAND! Salva- will not hear” (Isa. 59:2). )
tio” is Gop's GIFT You do. not, Now salvation—ecternal life—
canpot, “earn it. God GIVES it. comes from Gob. But your sins:
But-—and herc is"where Qeaprc have tut you off from God. The
become mixed up, and: stumbléa—‘- ; connccuon is SEVERED. YOU sev-
God will GIVE it.pnly on_éond' eréd it God will not GIve you his
Yes, there are termus dand ocondi-- "gift of eternal life until you are rec-
tions! God has set‘these térfus, ind -onciled to hint!
you can't: alter_them,: and,,he wonth .But he so LOVED you, thal he
change them!” : © GAVE;his oqu begotten-Son, Jesus
I want to¢ make thls perfectly Christ, to DIE FOR YOU so that you

PLAIN. M is not your “faith in. need not perish-—bu¢, through .

Christ—ar faith wou supply By Jesus Christ, be brought intb con-
BELIEVING in him as Savior—that tact with him so he can GivE you
save§ you. It is Curist's faith, eternal life!

The PENALTY. of - mmagrcssmg
by his Holy Spirit, which actually his law is DEATH! Jesus paid that
IMPARTS ETERNAL LIFE. Bul WHAT, pcnalty in your stead. If, and when,
g{ncn 7 ls a.pot necessary for YOU ta. "you TRULY RERENT. as | have
belieye, with vouu LOWN faith > in; explained at lengthiyand BEy, JEVE On
Ch;;st’ B N W " ' Jesys' Christ as your, Lord & r-
‘” Now let ne milke this: Pu\lN* §ai sonal Savior, fromgin and: fro sif-

vaug GAorgs e GIFEgit ls % ¢ then. by axjd'&tbrqu;gh H
. gau rhk

‘Ricess O OB THE FATH
r cnor- - Thg twa ‘gapditions’ of Huriing .,

REPENT! Second, you myst BELIEVE cluding -baptisnt).. vOU must Do
~in Christ as Savior, But you cannot YOURSELF! That's what ¥ou must -
belicve in Christ unless you also . do! That is NOT what saves you! It
believe his message—the gospel of merely reconciles you to Gop—
the Kingdom of God (Mark 16:15- brings you into CONTACT with God.

16). Bul NEITHER your repentance, so that God will then GIVE YOU his
followed by your obedience, NorR HoLY SpiriT—and his sPiriv
YOUR faith earns any salvation! They imparts the gtft of the PAITH thai
are merely prior CONDITIONS. But ‘saves—and is also. the Spirit of
when ‘you supply these two ingre- UNDBRSTANDINQ of knowlcdxé of

(.3

Jesus: ©hrist, mvar we-
up. » «mighi . be justified By THE FAITH :Y
Did you ever notice that PF CHR*{S}‘" (Gal: 2: l6) You .+ .-

@ ‘prerequisite, IN.~"
-Paul explains a man is justificd ORDER THAT ywmﬁy receive, and

Al have gone the way that seems
the same faith with which he per- right'in human eyes. And our sins -.

ek

&y

-‘h(-xu %(;
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the love that FULFILLS the-law and
. imparts Gobp’s righteousness.

Million: have been deceived and
Jalsely believe that they have a sal-

.- vation that thcy do NOT yet have at

all! Gob HELP.Us, then, to UNDER-

STAND.

Wlu! ‘You Should Do _

: No"iav. finally, just HOw shall you go

about it?

. Must you go down the aisle in a
church? Must you go to a public
altar, and shed tears in front of
others, and pray aloud before
others? ° . . .

Being converted is riot an initia-
tion into a lodge or secret society!
It is not a rite or cergmony! It is a,
matter of turning FROM the old
life -that was false, yet may have
seemed right to you—of turning
10 a new and TRUE way of life in
Christ Jesus, living by every word

* of God, in and by the power of

God’s Holy Spirit! When ‘you
UNDERSTAND the real MEANING
and the PURPOSE, you’ll see that it
is ‘something that takes place
down deep in your HEART and not

BY

unconditional surrender to God—
this complete consecration, GIVING'
your SELF to him, accepting Christ
as your personal Savior—turning
FROM your sins, and TO GOD's way
of life as you'll find it in the Bible,
you'll .want to PRAY! Yes, you'll
-want to throw yourself completely
"on Gods ‘mercy, and ask him
through Jesus Christ to FORGIVE
You all your past sins and trans-
gressions against him.

The apostle Paul reveals how. He °

confessed: “For 1 know that in me
(that.is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no
good thing: Yor to.will is present
with me; byt how to perform that
which is g I find not. For the
Id 1 do not: but the
- i not, that 1 do”
(Rom. 7:18-19). : .
_He saw human naturé in its
gruesome reality, He struggled
with it—fought against it—only to
-find that it was more powerful than
he! "
What could he do?
Paul cried out, **O wretched man
that*l am! Who shall deliver me
from the body of this death?” Read

L]

< very life—of God.

N cerély and fully, in a private room

'_‘,Y‘et. Jesus ¥aid, .**When theu mah ‘atiire:within 3 - |
© . Pprayest, enter_into thy closet [any-  templipg you 10 PUTIE OFF.. That'
) ivate room], and when thou- hast . ~temptation is ngt of God,. you: may.
Lo P R ’ R A4 sl

s

4 matter of THE PLACE or THE - the answer to the problem in the
SURROUNDINGS, or the presence of © Moffatt translation: ‘*Miserable
other people. What Jesus said wretch that | am! Who will rescue

"about confessing -or denyipg him me from this body of death? GOD

before men did not refer to a rite,
or ceremonial form of being con-
verted. Being converted is the
receiving of the Holy Spirit—the

WILL! Thanks be to him through
Jesus Christ our Lord!” (verses 24-
25).

It is not, perhaps, of great conse-
quence where you do it! But the
. You caN, of- course, make this IMPORTANT thing is to po IT! The
full ‘surrender and consecration to

You can, also, make it just as sin-" should be difficult to Jast. go-and

apd do'it sincerely Trom the heart. stand —yet Something ig the hy

au witl-Kee;

shut thy dcor, pray to thy-Father be sure. A

AR
t

which is in secret; and thy Father *

FRe L Seb e SR
If you are 8idk and tired of th
which seeth in secret shall reward emgty,” fruitless, matetiahistic life

thee.openly.¥ | «-.yol* have been living—iF in your

WHEN you have really re- - heart you bBe want (o, turn from it
pented—repented of what you are to the FuLL and JovruL life filled
as wel] as what you have dome— with God's SPIRIT, then WHY
WHEN you ‘cope to this parting of DELAY? This is just the start of the
the wdys from the old life—when real Christian life. Don't look for a
you come to the place of making - certain feeling, but repent and

. this COMPLETE CHANGE-—this total believe. O

longer you put repentance off the .
"Géd in front of others, at an altar. harder it will becomé, . WHy it

throw yourself on.God's métcy, and .

--"at home, all ALONE with God! You ask his: forgiveness. and--give youk s,
“.-’can pray in church before others  SELF 16 him,"3s hard ' to- unders, i3

“CONVERSION"?

1) an intense emotion

2) joining a church or organization
3) suddenly becoming “‘saved"
4) an intellactual commitment

5) living a perfect lite.

ANSWER:
None of the above. Conversion begins
when a person receives God's Holy

- Spirit (Rom. 8:9). it then involvee, for the

Chuistian, a litelong pr ot deveiop
ment and growth.

.

5

Conversion is a much misunderstood

subject — even among professing’

Chvistians. We offer a brief bookiet that

makes plain, through a survey of the

Scriptwres, the God-ordained purpose *
and proceas of conversion. Repen-

tance, baptism, sin, death and the here-
alter are all covered. .

Why not request immediately your
free: copy ot Just What do You
Mean'. .. Conversion? There's abso-

bt what &
REYR T

- CONVERSION?

§

Request srvradately your ee copy of st What
@3 You Mean  Camvevsax? Just uee the reply cav-
pon or wite 10 The Plan Truih at the ofice neareet
you Thare's sbeakdely no chasge or obbgation

February 1982
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Whai Our Readers Say

Child Care

I always find great satisfaction
‘when I read articles in Plain
- Truth about child care. You
seem to make such a difficult
subject, and a very' ptesent
important subject, so easy and
straight-forward. As can be
| seen in the national press two |

Scottish mothers have ap-
proached the Common Market
over the use of the Scottish
{—tawse for various misdemea-
nours occurring during' school
‘hours. When [ was at school the -
tawse was used. almost every
day on some hapless youth for
various - lapses; lateness, bad
work, impertinence, rudcness.
But we all expected it, and were |
none the worse for it after al. It

is just part of living in-Scotland
and Scottish educallonal
ideals. :

Bruce Lawson
Moatrose, Angus

.

Environment

The article “The Modern Sew-
er System” makes ong think it
: mctqdnblc that lrumm ~beings
. Who" are™ m(elhgcnt ‘enough:-for -
| space travel solve -théir prob-

thc publi( dm;ltug"’watcr and*
n gpénd billighs “in. futile-{"

* L effarts ta restore (he water to ]

,onngmal eondmon <No econ-
amy_ drive ;'itl\cr;‘ appanmly
”bpuhd‘s‘ a yil 'qugmg ohe’ s
d o’ a~walk:}o- gey, rid of a*)
S T I
* Mrs M. Pites
Oxford
s penment !or me at: this
pdint in time to express in-an
overwhelming tone my appre-
ciation for your highly illumi-
nating and fascinating maga-
- zine, The Plain Truth. There is
no gainsaying the fact that The

“lems of pcrwnal hygiene- by |
sutting shelmbody wastes intg

Plain Truth magazine is a liv-
ing magazine. It broadens and
enlightens the minds of men
who are very anxious to know
why they are hére and where
they are going from here.
’ O. Franklin
- Nigeria

.

Family

'Congratulgtions to Roderick C.
Meredithson his fine and very
balanced articlc about mar-
riage, “*How Husbands Should
Lead the Family.” It inspired
me so much that I read it to our
school Scripture Union and
some of students.
) J.W. Ahwirelg
Ghaas

,Suéldc.. -

“You write that 1,000 people
commit suicide every day
worldwide. Or in a legalistic
sense, self-murder. | am a train
drivef and itis a fact that we do

[’6‘“‘#‘ ﬂu Plaln 'lfruih

I find you( magazing . prp§cuts
3 arm;m with mcted|blc Ansight -
to today's. problems. snuauops.

enpyablc maswlfc Vo
3 . ‘A> O"Sultiv

. Australia

One year of reading of The
Plain Truth secms to have donc
a wholes lot of good. Life is |
more meaningful. 1 am begin-
ning to understand the motto of

- - Peregian Beach’

“give” and not o GET. | would 9
definite)y like to renew my sub- (g

T .

P. Sinka
W India .

1 find The Plain Truth very
constructive and encouraging.
Whenever a copy arrives here, |
read it right’ through and it
-always spurs me on to study the
Bible more. Ygur magazine has
contributed much to my under-
standmg of«the reason why man
is on the carth.

T. Klein Boonschate

Wodonga, Australia

New Roldou L -

Today I reoelved ‘the’ tmroduc-
*tory issue of ‘your-inagazine. |
found it to be not-only well-
written but also -informative.
Every; issue can also be'‘saved
for future reference so | 'am
preparing @ space amongst- my:
baaks to- place The Plaw
Truth. ; A
. Marcis; Vakes
. - Detroit, Mlchlgn

scription.

I have just finished rcadin‘g my
fitst Plain Truth magazine, the
)\ugust,_ 1981, publication. I -
wint: o express ‘my apprecia-
tion and gratitude for a maga-
zine of this caliber*Each article
" wast well ‘written; £ jntéresting

[ 4ind Tull "of” facts.sMy heaft is

Warmed and.1 want to eqmmuqs

10 receivg The Plain T&mhaﬁd

other luterature from mu as
[: SR

and trgnds. X (horougftly [ ™

Please send me another copy of .

The Plain Truth. | friend of

. mine was reading my issue and

would like one for herself -if
that is possible. This particular '
. issuc.is the best that | have ever
read out of any magazine in my
tife!

Marcia J. Opalinski

Grand lsland, New Yo{i

f'vg"'
The Family i
1 am a housewife. [ had ncvl:r
thought there was ady other’
woman in the world who'loved:
being a housewife as much;as'l
do until | rcad about ong-in~
your magazine. With all the
“unfulfiljed” women cluttering
up our carth 1 feel good!
Of course The Plain Truth has
helped to make me a happy per-
son and all your interesting let=-
ters inspire me to do more.
Mrs. Frank Del Grande
Queen Vllhge., New York

GlrbaQo S

'1 would like- to” oommcnl on a
statetient about rcmrnablc bot-~.
“tles in the article; *What_Your”
Garbage Reveals About.You!'™

- Here: in Conn@ctlcut thc state”
legislation has’ started - tg .take
steps- oh' this problem’ A few
years agd the so-called *Bottle
Bill” was passed (amid much
~controversy). Ndw there are
* deposits on almost all bevesage
“Containers, and people take’

advantage' of thé “rejurnables, 1’

_There is ‘also. a wonderful side
‘effect to this law—our “strects
and parks arc now much clean-
-er because pcoele pick up
Boitlés add cans: I
Aaws such a.e;'(' echicut
have ;Iso begn pa,ss'pd Ve

AN OVERSIGHT
On page 27 of. the January
issue we dverlooked to include
with the drawing by Dana Frad-
“on the copyright notice: “‘Re-
printed with permission of the
New Yorker.”

-~
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HERE IS A WAY—a med
and . proven way:—a
SURE way—to end all
fear of any ‘all-out

nuclear hot war between the
United States and Russia.

What a pity that the govern-
ments and the PEOPLES of this

world remain blinded to THAT -

"wAY! And it is so simple!

It’s just as simple as this: There
is a CAUSE for every EFFECT—yet
our whole socicty and way of life
today is based on treating the
effect, IGNORING the CAUSE! Our

people do it in treating sickness and
disease. They do it in deafing wi
crime. They do it in wmmmc,mn‘
PEACE!

Working for Peace .

peace! The pope pieads for PEACEY
Prime ministers - strive for PEACGE! ©

! B i
Yet there is no peace! @,

WHY?

The very NEws of all this “work-

ing for peace” was reported millen--
niums ago in biblical prophegy!
But, it was also reported, “The
WAY OF PEACE they’ know nat..."”

(Isa. 59:8). - A
So, the nauons and WOrld leaders
cnv for ‘‘peace’’—work for

“peace,” while they endorse, sanc-
tion and continue the way of WAR!

They follow -the way; thab is” th’eh

CAUSE-of WAR;itiying 1q srop w.

by dealing with the eﬂect lgnormg

the cause! i

‘The warld. today is' @ good deak

like:the dopeaddict, who' ﬁi}ds he’is”
’_'

il nd«——and on: lh
4d-to ke gip

" incredsifg” {he .dosage “to ‘just’
old: his.dwn. Tt becomcs very: cost
ly,-and - mdﬁt dopg addw,(s résart:
St;almg.> cr:mc—anymmg t0 .get-
their hands on enough money' to--
keep up their growing, cscalaung.
ever more-costly habit.

Isn't it about time we comc to
UNDERSTAND? - h
* the Plain Truth is a ‘magaziné
of UNDERSTANDING. All right, let
me give you a little UNDERSTAND-
ING of war and PEACE.

Why can’t the heads of govern-
ment in the nations of the world

February 1082
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“WHY do wars,: nots violence escalate—with nd hope-in
Everybody wants PE ACE—or “at “sight for peace? World leaders do not know! They do not
igast, so we profess! We worx for ~ know that they could have peace now, in 1982, in full -
secunt’ff for the future. Read the answer in this eye-’ -

opcmng artiele.
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reahze thq oNLY Gobp has the
ANsweRs! That the BIBLE is the

@5t up-to-the-minute source of
knowledgéand UNDERSTANDING in

" today’s world for the solution “ofall
provblcms LISTEN to 4 little SENSB'._
: wvent it. So wiy doesn't he?.;

\dmv The ‘Plain Trulh
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My€e Moa\g_{

ik -y RQSTA
Y M Y

bl

TRt sOnaY 40
natiéingfor worldprg ble
and, of ~fheif_-soLuTioNs, ‘and of '
How. “and’ ‘WHEN, ‘and by WHAT

- MEANS all these giant problcms are

going. to. be solved!

~Mdre, dnd ‘most.important of all
The I’lam ‘Truth brings you:
UNDERSTANDING of the very Word

- of Gad, the SOURCE of TRUTH—-ﬂnd :
of the PROPHECIES of;events SGON10 -

“ecoui’, ’m the next two, ﬁve. -or 10
years' N .

".,. o &

M - fi v
i)eaoc—a way to happmcss abun~ 4 .
_ dant well-being—and’ with it, God

WHY do nations go to WAR?

WHyY does God allow wars, vio-

lence, human suffering? Many rea-
son if God is LOVE; he surely would
not want all this suffering!{And lf
he is all-POWERFUL, he could prc-

; Certaélaly‘ Gol ‘-opuld»;st"

will give eternal life! -

What is that way? The Eternal
:Creator set in motion not: only the
'lawa of physws and chemistry—laws
like' gravity and inertia—but alse a
spimual Law that is THE WAY to all -
these wanted blcssifigs. It's a simplc
matter of cause and EFFeCT! That
_Law is the way of LOVE. And love is
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4, ' o@tgomg congern [tus g,mhg', h{;{p—*
# mg? ﬁhmng;——buwhnmam
* nature py s Wumanity id she exact .

.i

opposm: ;ilrectlon—amto being SELF-e: be&tcr thian we humans da: HE m}fb—

cenlored, Selfish, greedy; the way of |
vanity:—the way of getting, taking, ™
accumulating—of conipetition,
strife, envy, Jealousx) resentment,
hatred.
God's great spmtual LAW is sim-

. plysthe, causE of peace, happiness,
_ abundant well-b&ing. The violation®
of that Law, by yiélding to the pulls
cof human nature is, sim| ly Ahe
ABSENCE of peace, happl Qeq

abundant well-being. ; .

God laid before man the knowl- "~

ge of his Law—his -wav! Hermﬂiﬁﬁt_gmrm.
compels man to CHOOSE! Would %

tman want God to FGRCE him to go
God’s way, contrary to the desires
of, human nature? Never! He wouild
ery out “God is. umfair!” Man
wants the rlght of frce choice.” *~
To fulfill His PURPOSE, the Cre-
_ator marked out a duration of 7,000 °
“years. The first six of those millen-

- Godvis irapfactical*“that he 14w

¥, .

would thereforc be helpTes& S,
. Qh, butiit ‘WolLDN! P The Cres,
dtgr uiiderstands- 1 umai nAtlre

"mdccd»obey hls vonce. and do all
“that [ sgeak.™

- * During this first 6,000 ycars in

: GM'&Mastcr Plan, He does not .
VIDED JOR THAT!:  © “ “farce ’ii’hy nation, or mdlvndual to

Let’s open our e,yesrto dowp-to— come undes his GovawTsN'r g
‘earth pracucal TRUTH-—to FACT! ‘That, declslon is;left: to man’s free

Yop.thigk the Almighty Greglor-;, CHOICE. " |~

God' with h|s own sthun-
those wha dBEY: hiin; who aoccjn his, dcrmg.vdisc deliyered the 10 basic
Gov&RNMENTove? em, HELPLEsSS? #points ‘of his.i ixorable $piritualy,
One of the responsi ilities of“Gov-- Lm from. ML inai, he was outhn-
ERNMENT is to otedt its own.sub- mg ?dn MANKIND the way to peace, °

jectst You think yoq"——thai,tthe : happmess and abundant ‘well-being. .

GOVERNMENT .OF Gbn-is 50 fesble = Flifis apphes oy evcl‘y m\,lvndual and »
and lacking in power. that.it is unable to p‘very'- nation:’ T‘vansgressnon of -
to protect the mdwndual of ;hc thi§ ‘basic, Lg&w is SIN'(I John 3:4).
- Tjus Law—f—thc yery i £rm¢1p1c of
: sﬁdwvshcd from -
WKUNG“ hati fof; oourse. c)uslcd

Open your eyes, -gow, to the
FACTS! God did take a people-to be
his nation. He took a ' family qf some"
two millioh helpless sLaves—all You'll find the accoyht’ ‘f‘ G‘od s
descended from God’s friend *Abra- . df.‘hveringk of this Law “in* Exodus
ham-—and offered to set them up as 20 1-17-and Deulcronomy 5:4-22.,

a natten underhis govcrnment But beginning Exodus 20:18, you ’:-

‘Notice _now, in your BlbleW‘ Yead the account 3 }'God laying '+

specific appllcatlon of the downbasnclawsand‘ utés of his™

nial **days’ was set aside for man to commandment, “Thou shalt na}
CHOOSE whether to OBEY. God's kill,” to military force and, war. ¥
Law-—that is, voluntarily come Notice how Gop says to
under' GOD'S GOVERNMENT—or_ undet’ HIS GOVERNMENT, th
work_out his own ideas of HUMAN GOVERNMENT—an all-powerful su
- government. Man chose to reject
~God, his government and his Law.
" He clected to follow the'desnres of agamst any invading force.
. his carnal self- ccnt’ered nature. God said to Israel” ** . . if thou.

Yieiding to HUMAN- NATURE - is shaltlindeed obey his voice, and do
ihc CAUSE of 'war. ' - *

- Rebellion against God's Law oh
pcacc is the CAUSE of war.

‘.. Nations 'jovor NEEDED Go to war

pernatural and snpcrnatlona] gov-

enemy unte thine enemies, and an
adversary unto thine adversat-"
.and / wnll cut them off™ (Ex.
: <23 22- 23).,

" God promused supernaturally to
fight any invading enemy to protect’
e nation and people under His
: ;owrnment [ intend to” give you
ple case hjstories to verify*this.

' So now. let’s takc A, Jook at one’ ‘of

hosc :
HIZ:eforc this vast: fdrmly of lsmclucs‘

*But is it Just“as wrong for GOp to

fight an invading army, and if, ifec-

%essary, take human life, “3s for

humans? ABSOLUTELY NoOT! God.i is

_fbe way q{ the GIvER of humiy life. Human

al ins, thct%* lives belong to him! He, alonehas
no’

* But, one argucs. that prctty Sixth Commandment forbids MAN,
plautude——but it's hat pracuca]——lt
‘won't work. WHY? Because, he”
- argucs, - if your nation obeys that
commandment and is - disarmed
with no milifary forlc, it would be .
altacked and beaten by some other
nation that disobeyed God's Law,
and believed in WAR. .Your nation
40

woul& be-

cretion—to mke human llfe' .

Why Anglonl qul Went to War

.

protect them *...

0
.
"

*

*,.,,‘-.f_.q...'_’:x et e e e e e+ g e

. the RIGHT to take humar lives. The

But did yol, noticc—there» wcre
CONDITIONS to God's promise” of
divine prafectiori. He said he would
, if thou shglt

of his own volition® and at. his djs-*

natidnal civil govcrnmen( Elehvered
. thfough‘Moses. - ™

Theén, once God. hﬂd rcstated o

his basic spmtual Law——the fouhda’ |

jonal prINCIPLE for all the national-

ernmient—will PROTECT His people  civil statut@, judgments and ordi-

nances-—and also_biksic civil- statutes
and ordmanccs: God put it’to lhm
people, throgh . Moses, to CHOOSE

- all that /-speak; then 7 will be an _ whether they would aoccpt?ns GOv-~

T ERNMENT over them.. .

Notice  the completing . of - thc
COVBNANT———thc AGREEMENT: be-
“tween. God "and this BEOPLE-—to
foym them into a NATION undcr

OD!S GOVERNMENT.

“And Moses ook half of lhc
blood, and put it in basons; and- half
of the bl he sprlnkled on the

altar. And he tock the book of the -

‘covenant, ard read in the audience
of the) people: and they said, All

that the Lord hath said will we do,

and-be obedient. Arid Moses took
the blood, and ‘sprinkled it on e
people; and said® Behold the ‘blood
of the covenant, wlich the Lord
hath made with you concerning all

thgse words™” (Ex.24:6-8), o
T ‘Govprnmont Protocﬂai Agalnot

War -

"'l‘ioncs ‘CAREFULLY! A part of
God’s PLATFORM OF GOVERNMENT
that hc laid ‘before the people

o The PLAIN TRUTH
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before they became 'HIS NATION

was the promise that HIS GOVERN-

. MENT would protect its citizens

from heed of going to waR. That is

. the OPEN- PROMI3E of Gop, which

would apply to AN¥Y” nation: Later,
God offetéd the SAME government,
andsits protection dnd blessings, to
the first WORLD EMPIRE~the gen-
- tile .Chaddean .empire under King

. Ncbuchadnci}ara#a.s we shall see.

- God plays.ng fav titehHe does not
bless oné. nauo’n 'gncfr‘?lg’rm another
" by his artmr ry*chojce. :

~Aand :facts are facys. ‘And
: rebelled against

ot

™ wmpty supérstitions. )
wére WAR-making Kingdoms! God :

: Hom the

) e ~beglnnmg——bcforo~
c Flood, .and after the ‘Flood.
» ‘in‘m of “the’ Fower of
‘Babel, ‘meir had orgamzed lhem-

" selyes into nations; with HUMAN
*:ideas of govera:ﬁént%ONrnAmv*%”f
© . 16-God's laws, and God’s

* wient over them. They~h

Lther gods! Their religions: “wére

had dealt in 0 unmistakable man-’

. ner°*with mankind, ever sinceg cre- -

Ation!

- h

* NO PEOPLE, éxcept a downlrod-

. den SLAVE .péople, Nn bomdage,

v

" Would have made_thé CHOICE to say
.10 God, “All that the -Lord hath
. vaid, will'we do and be, obedient.”

" Not only had this enlarged fami*
ly of Isrgelites been suffering under
the lash’ of slavery. God had

DEMONSTRATED t& thém HIs

POWER—and HIS LOVE in outgojng -
«xoncern for them,' by delivering
“them from slavery by SPECTACU-
| AR MIRACLES!

. dBy the miractés in PLAGUES upo
the Egypuans God had frccd
them. - NN

Human Nature at Work

And AUMAN NATURE? f{w.
Ivraelites were full of it! ‘
WHY do wdrld leaders, scientists
and ‘educators even today- reject
Giod, and ply their trades, profes-
stons and interests as if God did
not exist? God himself tells us—in
s WORD to mankind: **Because
.thercarnal mind {humar nature
cnmity [hostile] dgainst' God:(for it

the:w

- +is not subject to the LAW of God,”

neither mdced can be” (Rom.
$:7).

Thcse Istaelites, '‘¢ven while *
Fobmuy 1062

naturey’is human.-

overn- -

fp‘t_loéen"
And they

' .

being blessed and delivered by God’

. with MIRACLES, still
lious.

.Even* before thcy h
Sinai, a chain of significant inci-
dents occurred. After the MIRACLES
God had performcd .infl "FREEING
them from slavery ‘in 'Egypt, pro-
tecting them,' W¥lessing them,
FIGHTING their militafy battle for
them, leading th miraculously
by a cloud by day“and pillar of fire
‘by night, these people ‘began to
gripe, grumble, complain and piso-
BEY God. Even in the face of such
incredible MIRACLES, they bé?an;
even then, to LOSE FAITH: '

;cbcl,-

“ These pcoplc——600 000 - mcn‘

beside women and chlldrcn~—camc

é
‘. B

There is’ a: cause
for every ' "\
cﬂ'ect——yet Qur
" whole society
and way oflife
today is based ‘an,
trcatmg the -
Ceffect, 1gnormg

o

the causc'
./3{ . s R ,, . 5 ‘:‘.'
v

( to the Red Sea Thcre wdré no '

. ships, no bridges. They” ‘colild 4nat :
swim such a digtance. They conld

alk on the water. They were
STOPPED by this obstacle beydnd
their own power.

They looked, and within eye-
sight, Pharaoh’s ARMY was oommg
after them.

Right here, before they reachbd
Mt Slnal»—before they heard
God’s own great voice thundering
his Tén. Commandments—God
demonstrated the pattiern he would
follow in presérving his people
from having "tQ undergo military

* service or'fighting in war or taking

" human life!

Here is Godys lwmg EXAMPLE
NUMBER ONE!
" Yet even hcre, the peop
Isracl, in fright, grumbled,

~ %

of

.

-

plamed accused—lackod falth in
God.

These Israelites had started out
of Egypt “with a high hand” (Ex.
14:8). “Budt the Egyptians pursued

- after thém, all the horses and char-
iots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen,

and ‘his ARMY, and overtook .them

encamping by the sea.... And
when Pharach drew, nigh, the chil-
dren of JIsrael Ilftct?i up théir eyes,
and, behold,
marched after themp and they were
sore afraid: and

they said unto, Moscs. ‘Becduse
there ‘were no gréves in 'Egypt hast
thou taken us away o di¢ in_ the

_wilderriess? -wheréfore hast thou
dealt with-us, to carry us Torth dut L
- of Egypt? Is not:this therword that '

we did."tell thee, in Egypt, saying;
Lcl us dlonc, that we may sefve lhc

Egyptians?_ For it had been bctter
for- us;to serve the Egypuans. ‘thag:

that’ we should dié in- the w:lder-
- hess” ' (Exitd:

9-12) vy 4 v, -

. But God's PURPOSE was not tqbé
defeated: He PURPOSED (0 dchvcr
.them ovut of ‘Egyptian slavery. -

. PURPOSED 10 “show . them :and dIl

nations and all humanity that WE ~
- would ﬁght their baltlcs,for\them
So, “in 'spité of their falthlcxs ‘com- "

the - Egyptians.

v

-plaining .in this initial ExaMPLE of

- God’s fmthfulncs& he “was. deters *

mined 10 ﬁ%h‘t lhclr battlc and lsave
thiem."’

“And oMoses sald unto thc
people, Fear ye-not, stand still and’
see the salvatipn oLthe Lord, which .

He WL SHEW TO YOu to- "~

’day . The Lord shall fight for
you, and ye shalt hold. your peace’
(verses 13-14).

The Israclites were not to
“fight—but STAND sTiLL! They were
to see God save them from Pha-
rdoh’s ARMY. God was going to
SHOW THEM that he’ would fight
their wars forjthem! They were to
remain at.PEACE!

How GOD Fights for Us! _ -

Then God’s angel moved behind
the lsraplnes. and the great .dark
cloud *‘moved between them and
the Egyptian army. It held the

: Egyptlan army from attacking

Isracl all night, but illuminated
the way before Israel. Then God
parled the waters of the sea, hold-
lng thci'n back by divine uumct.i

he: children of -
Israel cried out u‘nto The Lord And -

i
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&g
ek "“*from.the column of

’

so that the waters formed a high

wall on both sides, and the Israel-

floor of the sea.

Now notice the dramatic cxam-
ple of how God miraculously
fought Israel’s battle for them, as

- recorded in the Moffatt transla-
« tion:

’ {\' ites marched across “on thc dry

“Moses stretched his hand out

over the sea:’the waters parted.
ThQn the Eternal swept. the
-along by a strong east wind, all
- night, till .the bed of the sea was
dry, and. the Israclites marched
¢, throfigh'the sea on dry ground, the
waters forming a wall to the right
~“and left. The Egyptlans in pursuit
of them wenf: mto the sca, all thc
* Pharaoh’s hor

“the dawn the Eternal look
e and cloud

-and chario
cavalry And. in the watch, .
out

on the E,gypuan ar
thcm into a panic; He clogged thclr

; chdnol wheels til w?aydrovc hc‘
ly
. “The Egypua 5 oried, ‘Let us -

7 flee frodh: the Israelites! The Eter-,
nal iy fighting for ikem agalnst the
Eggptians!. Then’ sald the Eternal

Ao _Moses, ‘Stretch your- hand out ,

“over -the'sed, to- make. the ‘waters
" flow back upon the- charlots and

cayalry of the.- Egypnans" ‘Moses-

strétched. his hand out over the sea.
- Then,-as mormng “‘broke, the sea
returned to it wo‘?ited flow, and
while the’ Egypuans were fleeing
.against it;, the Eu:rnhl overwhelmed
“ the Egyptians in"the middje of the
sea; the waters did flow back over

the chariots and cavalry, over the‘
whole army of the Pharaoh, which

had followed them into the sea, till
single one of them was left.

the Israclites had walked -

¢ sea on dry ground, the
ing a wall to rnght and
left.

“Thus did the Eternal \avc Israel
that day from the Egyptians, till
Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead
on the sea-shore; Isracl saw the
mighty act of .the Eternal against.
the Egyptians, AND THE PEOPLE
STOOD IN AWE OF THE ETERNAL,
BELIEVING IN THE ETERNAL and in
His servant Moses” (Ex. 14:21-
n.

Ya. for a short while, the spell

of Awg still over them, these people
\::::lally BELIEVED in God. Trusting

- destroyed—tho

d thiew .

God to Do what he has promised
requires believing 11 MIRACLES, you
say? OF COURSE! Salvation requires
miracles! God is a miracle-working
God! ‘
After this miraculous delivery
from disaster—from a waARrR—a
whole army of a then great nation
" Israelites ex-
pressed a little temporary FAITH.

With Moses, they sang a song of”

praise and rejoicing: “l will sing
unto the Lord. .. The Lord is my
strength .and song, and he is
becomie ‘'my salvation ... (Ex.
15:1-2).

But now UNDERSTAND thc lesson
here!

Ancncnt Egypl. is a‘ype of SIN.

L -oee
Everybody wants
 peacet—or at least,
S0 ye profess! We -
* work for peace! The
pope pleads.for
peace!: Pmme
ministers St_,}'lVC for
peace! Yet there is -
no peace!
9.

-

- God was, figuratively.in typc. aqliv-‘

ering these people:-out of siN.. They

.were starting out on GOD's WAY of.

life,
- -But; UNDERSTAND'}odS way

of life requires FAITH, It is a life of

-OBEDIENCE to Gop. Obedience

requires FAITH.. WE are SAVED by

‘GRACE through FAITH “and that

not of yourselves: it is the gift of
GOD:' (Eph. 2:8). Byt not by a
DEAD faith! It is a LIVING faith that
makes obedience possible.

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed--

nego (Dan..3) obeyed God's com-
mand against idol worship—but
their stout rcfusal to bow down to
Nebuch ezzar s idol was possible
only by their RELIANCE ON GOD to
protect and deliver them. They

TRUSTED God (Dan, 3:28). They-.

exerciséd FAlTH—Ilw’ng fal’thl

.came to Marah,

Empty, dead faith—just BELIEVING
that God exists—is -not the faith’
that saves, “The [demons] also

believe, and tremble” (Jas. 2:19). -
But faith and obedience- must |

ENDURE! The newly freed Israelite

slaves, still under the spell of AWE .
after experiencing 'such miracles, ~

expressed faith and sang.

But they didn’t believe very.
deeply or for very long: ' When they
they found the
water too bitter to drink. This one
little problcm in their path brought
them -again to ¢omplaining and .
poUBTING (Ex. 15: 24). Again, by a’
miracle, God made the waters
sweet.

Moses led these peoplc on'to the .

wilderness of Sin—between” Elim
and Sinai. They had now been gone
from Egypt one month. And again,

“the whole congregation of the
children of Israel .murmured

: agamst Mbscs and' Aaron .. .and

.said . . . Would.to God we - had

' dled by- thc hand of the Lord in the

iand of Egypt.: . for ye ‘have
brought us forth m(o tjns wilder: -,
ness, to kill this: whele: asserpbly
with hungar" (Ex 16: 2‘.1} )

*Sd.God gave them a test of obe- .
dience,  along with' mmlculously
prowdmg food. God said; I will
rain bread from hcavcn fpr you;
and the people shall go- ouf -and

I may prove them, whetlwr they
will walk ih my law or no (Ex
16:4).

THRe particular Law God wa:»
testing them on was. his Sabbath.
And remember, they had not yet
reached Sinai. On the sixth day of
the week he would provide; them
with a TwWO-DAY portion. On the
seventh day, God's Sabbath, ‘he
commahded them to rest and
refrain from gathering manna. Ogp’
the sixth day God provided the
two-day supply. Nevertheless, on
God’s Sabbath,.some of the people,.
in a spirit of rebellion, and greedy

na.

“How LONG refuse ye to. keep
my commandments and my laws?¥
thundcrcd.. God™ at them (Ex.
16: ZOLThcy were neither Trusting -
nor obeying God.. = ..

The vast congrcgatlon jqurneyed
on and pitched tents in Rephidim.
Again, there was no water. Again

The PLAIN TRUTH

for gain, went out to gather man-
. .

_gather a certain rate every day that

.
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. way of si!
Ini“effect, th their own.
“God is'dead” mdvement! . -

e Came: against the Israelites in great

\
A

-.the Lord, saymg. Is the Lord
- among us or not?™ (Ex. 17:7.)

c—

4

they griped, murmured, accused,
lost faith, and “tempted the Lord™
(Ex. 17:1-2).

Now ‘we come to the CRUCIAL
.INCIDENT that explains wHY Israel
-went to war. Regularly they had -
been grumbling, -complaining, ‘ac-
cusing, disobeying, LOSING
FAITH—in face of constant MIRA-
CLes from God. Now. agajns as

.God performed another piracle,

causing water to gush forth ofa
rock, the people-DOUBTER that)God
was with them. *“. . . they tempted

»

Now consider what had hap—
pened. Repeatedly, God had given

these pcoplc awc-inspiring and

. miraculous  demeonstrations of his .

intention ro fight their battles for
them. These were VISIBLE miracles,
which- thc people witnessed with
their own eyes. God had demon-
strated Kis faithfulness, his POWER,
his-. wnllmgness. JHS sway! Yet
repeatedly, these peaple  doubted, -
. comiplained, found fault, grumbled.
"“Repeatedly they LOST FAITH. After
all of .this ovenwusLmNG PROOF,
these people DOUBTED God's faith-
fulness—pOUBTED his power—
even DOUBTED hi$. very existence.
. They disobeyed. They went the

At this point, Moses was dls-
- traught, his nerves. shattered, his
patience abolt exhausted. After all
‘Moses was only human!

“What- am_| to do with this
people?” Mases appealed to God
(Ex.<17:4). “They are almost ready
ta stone me.”

“God answéred Moses, had him

Am0ve ahead of the people, and
_ smite the rock at Horeb with the

;samc stick he had used in the part-
ing of the ‘waters of the Red Sea.:
Then agairi God performed a visi-'
ble ‘MIRACLE—'—Waler gushed out .of -
thc rock. : N

- But, -at . thls Junclure. .Amalek

" strength with an- invading army.

. Thig nmg,%(:d ALLOWED the.Isra-

clues 1o wrike the lesson of experi-
‘. ence. He alfowed: them to siN. God -
.-does not' ‘Rm:xbly prcvcnt bumans

_from sinning. -

Moses, at thé é.nd of his paticnce
trying to’ mducc these stubborn.

F“muy wu

~

N
t, e

TRUST God, said to Joshua,
“Choosc us out men, and go out,
FIGHT with Amalek” (Ex 17:9).

- Lacking the faith to trust God for
their protection, Moses’ fcarod thcy.
-would be slaughtered Alt’hough

Moses wcakcncd and gave the
order for WAR, it was THE PEOPLE
themselves who actua]ly had MADE
THE DECISION for war, by their
utter lack of reliance on God,

It was altogether unnecessary for
these Israclites to arm-themselves
and wage waR. It was WRONG! It
was SIN. But God let the decision
be theirs! :

This ‘incident was lhc tummg
poini. -

It -occurred even before they
reached Mt. Sinai. It was after this
that God laid before them His
PROPOSITION for them to become
his" hation, ruled by his govern-
ment.. It was after this that God
promised, conditioned on obedience
-and faith, always to fight their bat-
. tles for them—to protect them
from. ;.war—to give them constant

PEACE. It was after this that they

accepted hi¢ government over
them. But already they had shown
lack of faith and trust, even during
the days when God was DEMON-
STRATING hns ~power and faithful-

- ‘ness by so 'many miracles!

They had experienced a taste:of
war, They, could have—should
have—turned from it, afterward,
and relied on God instead of their
own power. But they didn't.

God's PURPOSE Stands!

‘Even’though God ALLOWS humans
to make their own decisians—

allows them to sin—allows nations

to go to. war—nevertheless Gad's
purpos¢ must stand! His PURPOSE

. was to settle these descendants of

Abraham in the land he had prom-

ised. Abraham-—“lhc pmomsno

LAND.'
God’s promise. to Abraham, 430

_years before, had been made

UNCONDITIONAL. Abraham had
" performed his part of that agree-
ment. H¢ had obdyed God, kept
God’s Comimandmeuts and laws,
Now Gad's faithfulness demanded
that he plant these people in that'
land, regardiess of their conduct! -

These descendapts of Abraham
bad made lheir ilecmo.‘t to he a

lﬂ-'cl';tsllious'people to believe in and’

fighting, war-waging. nation. That
decision was theirs™tal make: And

-, since thcy had made it, God used

them to'do’ the fighting in driving -
out the. iithabitants* ﬂlegalfy pos-
-sessing thié land God had allotted to

to do what fighting—and ‘killing—
was [necessary to accomplish God's
PURPOSE of putting them m the
land of promise! :

But that did not makc war

RIGHT. Whether to .DO right . or -

wronig—that is MAN's" decision!
These Israelites did not need to
fight.

So it. was BECAUSE of lsracls
faithlessness and disobedience that
God ALLOWED them to sIN by tak-
ing up arms. And therefore God
used them as his instruments in
driving out thc nations illegally in
the land. 'Even now the Israclites
could have REPENTED, changed-
their decision and trusted God to
ﬁgh(_ their battles for them.

Nations CAN Choot'o Peacel

Would ‘it seem preposterous to
chiefs of state today, to believe, that
even Now, in this new year of
1982, God Almighty actually

would fight our wars for us—that -

OUR nations, today, could actually
have PEACE—and have ‘it lln’s yery
year? :

Undoubtedly it would! World
leaders today—in ALL ‘nations—"
have gotten so far from God and
God's ways, and God has ‘become

$0 UNREAL to them that it probably - -

would seem ridicutous even to sug-
gest such a thing. The scientists,
the industrial and commiercial lead-
ers, the educators—yes, and even
the CLERGY—have all departed so
FAR from God and His WAYs, that
such a thought would .not even
enter their minds.

.
Yet the ETERNAL has not left us

without absolute ASSURANCE! He

has recorded, in his Word, not only °
his promises and assurances, but e

~Abraham’s descendants. Conse-
" quently God -gave orders for them

tirce addmonal concrete case his-

tories—in “addition to" those "re: .-
~counted in this amclc~provmg
that he ACTUALLY DID DO THE''

FIGHTING for a_nation being

muaded when that’ nation and \ltS' .

rulers TRUSTED HIM¢
We will
story m thc next ‘number. 0 _
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continue this cxcuting
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MIDDLE EAST

(Continued from page 4)

ernment that going
come. "

“God Almlghty is going to send
him [Jesus] again in all the power
and the glory of the Great God.
And he is going ta. rule over all
nations. And I have come here to
tell you that it is going to happen in
our generation. i

“Peace is going to come. And it’s
going to come because . .. all
nations are going to be taught and
are going to have to live in the way
of give and the way of love and not
in the way of lust for power, not in
the way of selfishness and greed, in
vanity exaiting the self above
others . . . All of our troubles come
because we have lived the wrong
way. We've brought these troubles
on oursehége;"

is to

K4
End to Power Struggles .

This world is composed of an end-
less array of struggles for power
among nations, It should be
obvious by now that until these
struggles are brought to an end,
mankind will not experience peace.
- Byg they will be brought to an
end—suddenly!

“And the seventh angel sounded;
and there were great voices in heav-
en, saying, The kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdoms of
our Lord, and of his Christ; and he
shall reign for ever and ever” (Rev.
11:15).

Mankind won't appreciate thls
divine intecvention at first.

**And the nations were angry and
thy wrath is come, and the time of
the [nations] that they. should be
judged, ‘and that thou shouldest
give rcward ‘untp thy scrvants the
prophets, and to' the saints, and
thcm that fear thy name, small and

“great; and shouldest destroy them .

which destroy. the earth™ (verse 18,
from the ongmal Greek).

Only after Christ returns will the
nations, each; without fear of his

neighbor, bef “able _to “beat their-

, swords’ into _plowshares and. their
spears {fito ‘pruning hooks™" (lsa.
2:4, Micah 4:3); - .
Mese always want to put the cart
- before the hiogse. Nations deliber-

“‘.k\ o ) o

~ " até the need t'or disarmament. Yet

disarmament can never precede
peace. Peace must come first,
which means the comipg of the
Kingdom of God to put an end to
the world’s power struggles—and
to the unseen influence of Satan.
And in this Kingdom, the
King—Jesus Christ—will ‘judge

‘the world with righteousness (Psa.

96:13, 98:9, Acts 17:31, Rev.

19:11). A nation with grievances or
disputations against a neighber
state, legitimate or imagined, will
receive a hearing, and the judgment
imposed will be fair and honest,
backed up with all the power of the "
Universe, not a toothlcss wnr}d

Poaco An: Atmbuto.of God

True peace, belieye it or niot, is: not
4 trait of human, ,nature But is an
attributé of Goci reﬂectmg God’s
mind.

Peace rcsults fram gomg the
right way: God’s way. It-is listed-as
one of the ‘major fruits (meaning
products or results) of living
accgrding to the influence of the
Spirit—the mind and attitude—of
God (Gal. 5:22).

The ‘opposite of pcacc——“thé
works of the flesh”—i3 ‘*‘hatred
... wrath, strife, seditions...”
(verse_20). This sounds like a litany
of the horrors we witness not only
in the Middle East, but world-
wide.

Peace is far more than merely
the absence of war. Peace can be
defined as a “state of tranquility
and quiet,” It signifies harmony,
unity and likemindedness.

When all men and nations every-
where are in _harmony with God

and his spiritual law we will have
peace. Simple as that!
We find in I Corinthians 14:33

-that God is the author—the cre-

"

we
“have

ator—of " peace. “‘Great peace,
are told in Psalms 119:165,
they which love ‘thy law.”
When the knowledge of God’s
way fills the earth as the waters
cover ihe sea (Isa. 11: 2} there will
indeed be “‘great peace.” And great
prosperity ‘also, as nations will no
longer devole time and money to
armaments’ production and ‘the
planning for war (*neither shall

they learn war any morc”—Isaiah -

2:4).
We are ‘told that the whole earth

- ‘Middle East.

after Jesus Christ returns, will be
“at rest” and ‘‘quiet”—Iliving in a
condition of peace (Isa. 14:7). 3

The law of God is the cause that
will produce the right effect—
world peace. Significantly, the pro-
mulgation of. (God’s law will ema-
nate from the Middle East, the

source of so rhuch heartdche and

bloodshed today.

“For olig of Zion shall go forth’
the jaw, and the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem™' (Isa. 2:3, last
part). Jerusalem will be the capital

of the coming World Tomorrow. It .

-will no- longer ‘be the chief bone of -

il

: Not long agu
“sein remarked:

an’s Klng'
e Almighty .in’

" his wxsdom. did not make Jerusa- B

lem that important ‘and touchy a

- point in the hearts and souls of all
" of us—Jews or Christians or Mos-

lems—except to offer us a chal-

lenge to learn how to respect each.

e

other and live together. Jerusalem +

musts be the essence of peacey a
symbol of peace.’

Not ‘many years from now Jeru-
salem will be more than a mere
essence Or an aspiration for peace.
It will be the very fountainhead of

peace, for the benefit of nations ,

around the world.
“Rejoice ye with Jerusalem and

be glad with her, all ye that love .

her. ... For thus saith the Lord,
Behold, 1 will extend peace to her
like a river, and the glory of thc
Gentiles like a flowing stream .
(Isaiah 66:10.and 12).

There will be an end to war but
no end to peace, as we read:

- “For unto us a child [Christ’'s ___ =

first coming]. is born, uato us a son
is given: and the government shall
be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful Counsel-
lor, The. mighty God, The everlast-
ing Father, The Prince of Peace.
“Of the increase of "his govern-
ment and peace there shall. be no
end, upon the throne of David, and
upon his kingdom to order it, and
to establish it with judgment and
with justice from henceforth even
for ever. The zeal of the Lord of

hosts will perform this” (Isa. 9~6- :

M. a
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# Personal from...

" (Continued from page 1)

happiness, prosperity and eternal
life.

y | repeat again and agam. therc is
sf necessity-a cause. for every
effect. The effect is appalling trou-
bles, ecvils and' suffegings world-
wide, paradoxically simultaneous
with awesome human progress and
achievement in material and me-
chanical progress. .

The insolvable problems trou-
bles and" sufferings afe caused by a
Jwrorig way of “life. *But, humanity
. “Has-never- learned the only. way of:
»-_'hfe that*can CAUSE happiness,
péace .and the rich blessings that .
Care spmtual sn flature. Thal way of ;"
- life is GOD'S WA Y, OF LIFE.

Humanny has never comie to (he
KNOWLEDGE of that way of lifc. It
“is .the spiritual way of life, and
knowledge of that way is indiscov-
erable by man on his own_ It must :
be revealed. It can be revealed only
through the Holy Spmt of God.
And there are two major conditions
to receiving God’s Spirit and the
begettal of eternal LIFE. Those two
conditions seem to be the most dif-
ficult for"a human to perform.™
* The first is admit you are
" WROGNG. That seems (0 be the
most difficult for any person to do.
It means submit to confessing you
are wrong—not only in what you
have believed, what you have done,
but in what you ARE! It means
submlssnon The biblical term for’
it is “repent,” but few—even the-
ologians—know what it really
means. -It means the kind of
change of mind and heart that
almost no one is willing to make.
.. And second, almost as rare, is to.
. BELIEVE GOD.

Many still will say they believe
in God—that is, such a Being
¢xists. But they do .not believe
" HiM—they do not believe what he
says. The first created human,
Adam, did not believe  him, even
lhou§h God spoke to him in person,
faceto face. God came in the per-
. son of Jesus Christ. Jesus pro-
claimed his Message to. multiple
thousands of people for three and a
half years. Yet only 120 belicved
what he said.

Sb the world does not know, or

Februasry 1982

livé. God’s way of life. What is
God’s way of hfc" It’s the way fHod

lives. .
. God has -lwqd eternally. You
read of the beginnings of all things

in the Bible in “John 1:1-4, 14. God
was cternally DUAL—two spirit

Personagm formmg one.God. One .

was “the Word™ or Spokesman, the
other was God; yet “‘the Word™
also was God And the Word was

born as a human Jesus Christ, God,

With Us, in human flesh. In him

was LIFE. He lived. ‘God, who.

became the Father.of Jesus, also’
lived—had vLIFE: mherent But HQw
did. lhey live? L

- Ah-==that, the way they hved and

- do-live, is. GOD’$*WAY. "OFALIFE.

. They lived the way:of mul\ual LOVE,
coopcrauon. teamwosk concern

“ .

ee

“ The peate negatiitions

are not going to bring
" peace—only the
intervention of God
Almighty himself can.
92

.

cach for the other, loyalty. Two |

cannot walk together except they
be agreed. They have never
changed, but have remained the
same. yeSterday, today-and forever.
So Jesus reflected their attitude
toward each other. He was the
Word, yet he said he had spoken
only what the Father had
manded him. So God

But there was mugual loyalty.
agreement and LOVE. God said,
*“This is my beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased,” when Jesus was
about 30 years old.

Love is always outflowing. It is
giving, not getting. Cooperating,
not competing. Helping, 'not hin-
dering.

God made that way of life his
divine cternal spiritual Law. Sin is
the transgression of that Law. And
all humans have sinned. The'penal-
ty of sin is DEATH—the second
death—cternal death.  But Jesus
loved us all enough to pay that
supreme penalty for us in our stead.
He had not sinned or come under
its penalty—yet he paid the penal-

ty—for vyou and for ME—IF we
repent and believe, and live Gob's
WAY OF LIFE.

No, as [ said to Presndenl Muba—
rak in Cairo, we humans cannot
bring peace by our own efforts. But
God will intervene, send Christ in
all the supreme POWER and GLORY
of the Creator Gob, to set up the
KINGDOM OF GOD, the super divine
nation to rule all nations with
GoOD’s WAY OF LIFE. And that will
CAUSE world peace, contentment,
happiness, joy, and bring us ETER-
NAL LIFE' Qa

HOSNIMUBARAK

. hlstory of the ‘Middle East havd had
to confront a’ more impasing agcn-
da upon taking office. ~

. Among the challenges he faces
at home are reforming a deteriorat-
ing economy and stemming-the rise
of Islamic extremism that has
already threatened national unity.

Abroad, President Mubarak will

tiations on Palestinian- autonomy,
continuing tensions with Arab
neighbors and the threat of Sovnct
inroads. into the region.

To date, Egypt's new- Prmldent
has successfully weathered a crucial
transitional period. He has won the
respect and confidepce of the Egyp-
tian populatign at large, and com-
mands the loyalty of his colleagues in
government and the military.

President Mubarak will have to
continue to muster all the strengths
he has brought to the Egyptian
presidency if he is to successfully
come td grips with the immense

And even then, the onrus
events in the volatile Middle
could prove overwhelming. ©

»
-

For the Record

in ““Comparative ,.Expenditures'’ - chart
accompanyng the December (January
in some areas) edition's article "'The’
World Is an Armed Camp,” GNP fig-
ures for the United States should have
been 1,696,119 milion dodlars. Also -
miitary expenditwes tor kWaq should
read 1,659 million dolars. india's edu-
-cation expenses 2,326 million dolars.

s

b(Commued fro‘m page 6).

have to deal with the knotty nego-* .

challenges facing Egypt. ‘é' ~
f
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s Succes! : most .of ICCOo L .
2 B - .anym}:gisﬂmattemtwposg persistence and hard work. Whatabom,v _ ,
.'?Qoyoucoqsadej/wsglfasucoess?Most‘peopleMweﬂusebswequaMykmwnaswcess but few o -
eem to find it. What'is real success, anyway?Howdowu atiain it?7 We ofier, free, an e iasens - ] ,
- pitrgctive booklet that defines frue success. it presents a ‘saven-step program to achieving
this inportant goal. Every person in every wak of life can apply these seven laws and reap 'SL‘\((lESS
the benefits—it's information you can use!" After al, s«;céesslsnoaccldelwt Why not < :
requeet your copy of The Seven Laws o!&zcomtoday? !
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