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How t,O
Understand the
. Bible

A HE ADVANCE news of g
tomorrow’s world is good news!

This.news is reported, before it happens, in
the Bible, An entire third of all the Bible is
devoted to foretelling world events.- Why
doesn’t the world know about it? '

The main course of history, up to now, was
written before it occurred. What has happened to
Egypt, ltaly, Greece, ancient Babylon, Persia,
modern Britain, America, Russia, was all written
2,000 or more years ago. - [N N

What is now going to happen to the leading

nations of the world in the next five to 20 years Is
also written in this same awe-inspiring Book -and is
just as certain to happen. The Bible contains history.
prophecy, wisdom, spiritual knowledge and truth. If.
you wantThe most necessary, basic knowledge of all
life—the very foundation of all right
knowledge  where would you go? No book. ever
\iritlcn. except the Holy Bible, reveals, this
Joundation of all knowledge. It explains what we
are, whether we were put here on carth for a
purposc and what that purpose is. )
« Would a Creator - with, the supreme intelligence
and wisdom and'love to have thought ‘out, plénncd,
designed, and brought about, all creation - have left
his created beings in ignorance of his purposc?

The Bible is God's divine revelation of basic
aceded knowledge that mankind is not capable
otherwise of finding out. It is the starting point.

No tools or instruments of stience can telj you
whether-you have a%oul, whether you are a soul,
whether there is life after geath, what the pdrpose is
for being alive, where you are going, or the way to a
happy. abundant life and universal peace. :

Our scientists - —our world leaders and
statesmen--have failed utterly to tell us these

'

. answers or to tead us into the universally desired

peace and happiness.

But God Almighty did not hide from human minds .
the all-important answers. He made them™accessible ty
mankind. He committed this treasure house of basic
knowledge to writing. Hg revealed the way 10 peace
and everything the human heart desires. '

The great statesmen and politicians of the world
have not known the way to peace Yet Gad makes
this knowledge accessible to all whg will hsten You
can find the way to peace’in the Bibke It is the way
the world rejects. ,

" But why do so few understand the Biblel? W hy do
all the different ¢hurch dengnininations disagree as to
what it says? '

We find the answer in 1l Tumothy 3-16-17 *All
scripture is given by inspiration of God. " Every
scripture is inspired by the EternallGod  not just those
few verses or parts of sentences you wish 1o apply to
suit your desires All of the Bible s profirable (o
doctrine, for reprogf, for correction, for instruction in
rightcousness: that the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furmished unto all good works.” |

. The Scriptures are profitable for the purpose of
reproving and correcting us. But we resent being
reproved and corrected How many. people do you

know whu are even willing 1o be corrected where

thgy are in errar - to be feproved for the wrong
things they do? -

People do not like to be reproved and corrected.
They love praise and flattery  But reproof and
correction they surely hate

THat's why 1t 1s so hasd for so many people to
understand the Bible and to agree on just what it
says. The Bible is God's great spiritual meror. It
shows up cvery. fluw in our thinking and reveals
_every s on our characters. It pictures us as we
really ure- -as God secs us, not as we like to think
wesare or to have other. men look upon us

“For the ward of God,” we read in Hebrews 4:12,
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!ﬁ quick, and powerful, and sharper than any

twoedged sward™—it cuts deep, both ways—* ‘and is
a dlsccrq,cr of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”
Yes, it opens up angd lays bare the inner man.

Too often men have applied some different
meaning to the scriptures that reproved them. They
have passed right over some scriptures that corrected
and rgbuked them. Instead they studied diligently to
find some other scripture into which they could read
a mm.nnlng that would justjfy their course of action.,

That is how men began. centuries ago, to mtcrprcl
the Bible. And so God's Word has become
perverted, twisted, wrested, distorted. And almost
cvery false and counterfeit meaning imaginable is
read into it instead of secing the natural .
meaning - the plain, simple meaning God intended.

Today we have hundreds of interpretations of the
Bible But you never hear of hundreds of
interpretations of a biology textbook Why? Because
biology textbooks do not rebuke and correct men

Instead of acknowledging the truth, repenting of
the sin, having it degally justihed by the blood of
Chrnist. men seek 1o justify their own acts by
p«-.rvcrlmg’“w sacred and holy Word of God

The umé truly has long since come when the
many will not endure sound doctrine (FF Tun .

4 .4) Men have tugned away their cars from the
truth and have turned unta fables These, fables are
palmed SN the truth of Gods Word .
" These are the days when Lsaah prophesied men &
would demand. “Prophesy {preach] not unto us right
things, speak unto us smooth lhmp prophesy
decens”™ (Iaa WOK. 4

Now I'\)llt%lnlhl.\nﬂ 214 " The natural
man”  the sftural-born. unconverted
mead  recenveth not the things of the Spaint of
-G for they are foolishnessunto lmm neither can -
he know them, becanse they are spuritually
discerned ” They are revealed by God's Sparnt

hrcguires the Holy Spirnt 1o open up tht human
mind to understandig this marvelous nnh!nm Y
Gand (John 16 |\) ’

W hen we recerve the Holy Spien

when the
mind becomes Spant - led

then throuph ths

Eaupernatuesd prwess of Godo sprotual knowledge

iorevealed and the spartual mod can begin 1o
undetrstand

And the vondimions i the Bible tor ln(‘l\mp
[FYELAN “r.t._\v\p-nl aecue Repuat and behieve But
repent means more than boemg sorry 1t means
compiete yiclding 1o dhe well of Cund cepre—ed i s
Word 1t s a uuu.plcu*‘\-vlimizuwﬁ.m aveept and w
deo vt at teaches, no omatter whyt the cost, the
Frevcninm ke or the cffort

Tesws saud, "My doctrne 1s not seine. but s that
sent me I any man will div bus wall, he shall know
of the dwtrme. " (Ju’!m T16-17) I you will
sirrersder 1o Bie wili 5 God, Jesus says you shall
come to uiderstnd=the Bible

Pcople do not understand the Bibde becavse thicy
are fillcd weth the foa ui men mstead of the fcar of

(md Ihcy Ucml ST uI- a gucaple

2

_say, but we had all better begin to tremble at the

Word of the Living God!

King David had anderstanding. He said, “Thy
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my
path” (Ps. 119:105).

Today’s gcm:rdtlon is like that of Jcsus day when he
said, **And this is the condemnation, l"ldl light is come
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than
light, because their deeds were evil™ (John 3:19).

4

The Bible gives light. It is a lamp before our feet. |

It is a light to our path. Yet the world is in Bross
darkness. Why will men prefer to stumble on in the
darkness with all its attendant misery, suffering,
unhappiness and death when there is a light that will
illuminate our pathway out of darkness into the
glorious light pf peace, happiness, joy and cternal
life? God's Word is-ight to walk in. .

How, then, can you understand the Bible? First,
surrender to God and the authority of his Word.
Forsake your ways, your thoughts gnd those of the
society 1n this world Then do as (md says and begin,
to study the Bible

Study to find truth and o show/yoursclf approved

~unto God (11 Tim 2:05) Ask God for guidance and

to reveal the true medhing. Then belieyve God.
Behieve his Word  Accept its plain and simple |
cumng Just as you woulll accept any other book in
which you. had conhdence ‘
Be carclul to prove all lhlngs (1 Thess. $:21). Be
cautious Avod Jjumpigg to hasty conclusions or

:luk'mg things carclessly for granted

And abovetall, do not try to interpret the Bible
The Bible interprets atsell . -

Be opari-oinded and teachable Read without
prequdioe But be careful to prove all things Search the
Scrpuires to sce whether those things you read are so

Bricily about the actual method of Bible study
The nght spint, the night attitude, being \ulllng )
be uuuctul and roproved | that s the man thung

Tty studying the Bible on your knces Pray as you
study  Pray Jor pudance” and for understanding
Yeu'll be suwvm.d at the results If any man laek
wisdom  Jet hun ask of God (Jas 1 8)

Then rémember that Lhe verses, as we find them'
dlmlcd i thc mast-used translations, are merely for
convenence “Somge vegses are only part of a single
sentence Be sure yob gcl the whole llmuglu

1t 1« often neccssary toread the whole tll.mlcr
cven the whole book. 1o pighthy undeestapd afy one
versg i ok proped solimg Be sure you get the
meamng intended i that clmplcl and lnmk ‘
passage mn the Bable 'cl.umg ter that subject To du
so, use a good concordance and the margimal -~ .
references moyour Bible Al the truth on any
subu‘tl (L Propreernrly agpke e of) \vm' tha £ ook
one texty Bue you il ger ot here a bitde auid uhcns a4
Ittte us lsasah samd (bsa 28 9-10)

F urthermore, dhe Bible provides the praper
approwch towargd the acquisition of all knowlcdge
that « discencrable by man No onc gan be properly
uluulcd ctccm b) aml lhmng[\ .o

O N U S A,
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by Gene H. Hogberg‘ . ) ° .
-Grave and ominous dcvelopments -with far-reaching lmpllCdllf)nS are
C under way in the Western Hemlsphcre .
- “[5; |«, the 1imé of the meddling in lhc region, n.spmmlly ment troops. The Central Intelli- ‘

" year when the West- the support of guerrillas in El Sal-  gence Agency (CIA) ruqst_hc zl'fT:'iirs

~ern world, at Icasl vador, can no longer be tolerated.  of several thousand. afti-Sandinista
Swince that time the poor and  contra rebels along the Hunduran

; th'nk§ of -that m\“" underpopulated Central American  frontier with Nicaragua

. lljmi;‘nc of dll human ats ;lm-»' republic. of Honduras  bordering A radar base near the mpn.ll of

,'_ . ments - peace. . “both Maragt Nicaragua and strife- T cpucigalpa momtors ar traffic

i

i

Pcace, however, seems. more’ “tarn bl Salvador  has mushe over the Tepion Runwans are beimng
Gismnl than ever Aml of aH the ) :
turmol, “the mu.nslnuf tghting
in Central Amefich s oat. the
mumeul thn most onunous
. bW people undenstand thie: re ul
ruson behind the fighting and
what the worldwide impheations of .
dewerioraning cuudu'iou.\’“'m the
o ©oregion portend. ) -

- .

" -
s Ao e 2

B Sudden E-ocalg.llon :

Ths past summer, s a sudden anid
deamatic show of nulitary  lorce,

LS President Ronald Reapan ad

patchedd two airerafteeartier ‘b.ui’k
groups, donp. with the batdestig
New Jervey, topostdans 1 terna.

nongd waters Just ottshore trom Hu‘
Paciie and me,.m t.u.u.llmu of
the cmbattied fegion

CA w\sim; of the Nnimnnl Bipartisan ¢ ommission on Central America, pfundul over

o n carly Augnst, the b "‘”""""‘ Secrétary of State Htmv kmmgﬂ. seated center,
f of s many as 5,000 LS rroups B

began o arnve for tanges s w7 “u-

tary exerases in Hoaduran - ¢ ruomcd mlo W.lslnnglons nerve  enlarged to accommedate massive
The Presndent wav cleagly’ wmcv in Cenlral America, | C-SA trunspolts, which can carry

abtenphing, Lojwend domessape to - AL A new base ir Honduras, U.S. 345 US, uoops cach.

) bath Havana and Moscow: Further :ld‘wsm, fiain H bmlmdor Rovern- Construction has begun . on -ae

L7 November /Decormbber 1083 .- . &> - o ] ~
- . : A Y . . .




\

$150 million air and naval base on
the country’s Atlantic coast- -an
ominous parallel, some believe, to
the former U.S. base at Cam Ranh
Bay in South Vietnam:
Meanwhile, U.S. pressure
apainst Nicaragua is pushing that

o

LS. special envoy to Central America,
Richard B. Stone, right, visits with Honduran
President Roberto Suazo Cordova, center.

no mistake about it. We’ll be at the
Arizona-New Mexico, Mexico bor-
der sooner than you think.” °

In .advance of revolution, mil-
lions of refugees will be driven
northward.

At stake too ave Americd’'s far-
flung alliance comramitments.

The Soviets see a great advantage
in tying down U.S. military forces
close to honte. In the long run this
~would cntail a drawdown of Ameri-
can troops from Europe and Asiaasa -
nervous American public_would
demand sccurity alqng the porous
southern U.S. border. -
' What, for example, will happen to
the 40,000 'J.S. troops till on ¢on-
stant alert in South Korea? The
North Kuvreans have been undergo-
Buchanan, employing ing a major buildup of groynd and
card-game terminology, naval assault forces. The. Pyongyang
“have® shoved: their stack | regime now has the world’s Idr;,ul
in. They have accepted the  commando force, 100,000 strong.
risks inhevrent in estab- . There is absolutely no chance fn_)r
Iish_n_ng/ a Communist apeaceful solution of the cOnflict it
beachhead deep inside the  Korea. The only factor that kceps
hemispheric defense pe- the North from renewing the war is
rimeter of the United “the certainty that the 40,000 US.
States troops would fight along with the

Unhke in*Vietnam:, it 1s _ South, triggering an expected

tioned could teli which side the
Reagan administration supports in
El Salvador.

Mr. Reagan is aware that a mere
show of force may not be enough to
moderate the views of either the
Nicaraguan govefnment or of the

. guerrillas in El Salvador
. who insist in a “share of
power’’ in government
before elections—a view
totally opposed by Wash-

- ington.

Moscow will do all invits
power to “'preserve sox ral
ism” in its newly gained
possession, Nicaragua.
~ “The Soviets, the Cu-
bans, the Sandinistas,”
said journalist Patrick J.

country increasingly into the arms
of Moscow and” Havana. War
betweer Nicaragua and Honduras
is a greater likehihood than ever

with the possibility, some ‘believe,
of pulling vhe United States night
along with it .

. liching in to Disaster?

Presdent Reagan has tned to aile-
viate congressional and public anxi-
ety over hus Central Amersca policy
with the appointment of a biparts.
an commisyion headed by formes
Secretary of State Henry Kissin-
ger, e help shape a national con-
senaus on C catrai America At the
Csame bime. ascin Vietnan, the
L.nited Stafes 1s moving ahead mll
ianly, step by step
What s involved, m'm:d 'nuc
" obscrver, is a big.stakes gamble.
In this grim game, Mr™ Reagar
“does not. hotd. a strong hand,
because of a Congress sull shell-
shocked over the Vietnami war, a
sheptical press and an American

~ public that, accoiding to one poll, -

still knows precious little of the
cnarmous implications of the strug-
gle. Only 25 percent of those ques-

_Amuu.l

the Soviets and Cubans  larger U.S. fesponse

who are overextended and overex- Take the American (ruops out ~
posed The strategic advantage lies and war is a certainty  with? mil-
with the United States  were the  lions of Korean boat people clam-
natidnto employ its power wisely oring to come to the Uinited States -

That the United States possesses  and possibly Australia. e
the fraw muitary power to wihin " A weakened America would be
Ceptral America is. quéstiondd *by  tempted to run down ité military
nobody, not even Moscow, Hmr:mﬂr*rummmmchlyﬁlcrn bBurope, in
or Managua. IU's the will to commit der 10 mect threats closer o
that power to achieve a swift dind’  home e
sure result thatas missing, America’s buch a posslhtlll) umld give
will to win was lackiog-in Koreaund B uropéans the impetus they've tong
Vietnam and s still |.ltkl%{#‘l-ly lacked 1o fuse a biblically prophe-

Normman  Podhorets,Séditor of * sied United lurop«. with ity own «
Commentary magazine, has nuclear défense L.upuhlhl) . .
warned that f the Eimited States :
fuls to use s power in Centtal
orvuses 1t neffectively,  There s a reason why the United
“we will have revealed ourselves as, States fuiled 1o defeyt the cnemy in
a spent and tmpotent foreé ™ Korea; Iml |gmmumously in Viet-

If the United, States is deféated,  nam and gives all indications® of
or abandops its, alhies in Central “ repedting the_sjune mistakes in
Amenga after frutless negotia- Central /\mc.nGAt

In his book The United S‘mwr

usns as 1t did with its South Viet-

namese ally‘in i‘)"l.& -it will cnd\cd . and Britain in Prophecy, i!«.rbt.rl .
b revealed as a “spent force ™ W. Armstrong, cditor in chicl of
The ramifications are- grave. ‘A The Plain Truth, writes: . . thé
troubled President Reagan in an  United States, even stll possessing
interview suid that rebel leaders in - unmatched, power, is afraid—
Central America frankly told fears—-to use it just as God said—*1
visiting, LS. Congressmen, *Make ’ (Cantinued on page 41}

. <7 ) “The PLAIN TRUTH

Why America Flounders




~~

LRS

‘our generation and on

-erations with this kind of

" ments while speaking to

“by 1985 theré will be as
- many as 35 nations with

HE PRESIDENT of the

- United States rccently

made a dire prediction.

‘ He warned that unless

the world’s two ‘superpowers

reduce the number of‘nuclear

warfieads pointed at’ each

other, it will be *“the end of
the line for all of us.”
Here is what he sald

deliberate back and forth bver
niiances of meaning in arms control

negotiations without coming to a

real agreement. Besides, the United
States and the Soviet Union are not
‘the only natians with nuclear weap-
ons! In the opinion of Dr. Herbert

“York, formerly President Jimmy

Caster’s chief negotiator at the
Comprehensive Test Ban negotia-
tions in Geneva, the real threat of

'

«

course of history. More about thls
later.

Wars?
But why is it, in the nearly 6,000

years of recorded history, that man-

kind has pever been able to end war

and have lasting peace? Why is it.-

that the only thing it seems we've

-ever learned from war is how to

make , war more devastating the
next time?,

in detail:
“I can’t believe that this
werld can go on beyond

down to succeeding gen-

weapon on both .sides,
poised at cach other,
without someday, some
fogl, or some maniac, or
some accident triggering
the kind of war that is the
end of the line for all of

"

us. "
President Ronald Rea-

gan made these com-

an audience of business
leaders, gathered together
in Washington, D.C. But
it was a message for more
than businessmen.

Staggering Arms Bulidup
We kmow six natrons
Clearly have nuclear ca-
pabiiity. Nine other
countries have the imme-
diate ability " to make
nuclear weapons. And
according to cstimates,

the technological capa-
blllllt§ to produce nu-

K]

Time
S.
ning

-
by Pattick A. Parnell

Thls world’s civilization is endmg A
new civilization is coming. Here ticated, technolggical
is what is about to- -happen—and why!.

Why wars in the first
place?

There are obvious rea-
sons ‘why nations go to
war and why war exists.

War is big business.
Sorre go so far to say pri
vately we could “usc
another limited war to get
the econqmy moving.
Such statements, though

- irresponsible, do make a
point. Manufacturing and
selling military hardware
involves big money, in the

Curtain.

Entire industries exist
,and flourish for this very
reason. Thousands of jobs
hinge ‘on weapons manu-
facturing and supply.
Consider, for  instance,
the latest in a long ling of
weapons now on the rgar-

t- -the new military

produced in the United
States, the AH 64A
Apache.

-It’s a modern, sophis-

marvel by any military
standard. It's advertised
‘as’ ‘‘a total system for

clear weapons. Reality is

that with cach added nuclear club

member, the World Wdl‘ I fuse
shortens! .

Military prt.pumuous hdvg even
mayved into outer space. World mil-
nary planners are pn.pdrmg to, in
théir own words, “wage war effec-
tively" fram outer space: Space:

based weapons will “add a new.

dlmbnblon to our military capabili-
ties,’ they announce as a matter of
course.

Optimists look to péace negotia-
tions between the United States
and the Soviet Union. But both

November/December 1983

the next user of nucledr _weapons
will not be from either the United
States or the Soviets!

“It is my hurnch;" he warns

*“that the next use of nucledr weap-
ons will be by somebody other than
either the United States or the
Soviet Union” (San Dlego Umofn
‘June 20, 1982).

And The Plgin Truth has been
giving this same whrnmg for
decades :

"There will be another world
power bloc, another powerful force
that will soon emerge to change the

battle.”” Survivability and
firepower are -maximized! It’s
lethal, able and reliable, fday or
night and under advyers eather

“conditions.

“his latest modern military
rvel 4s loaded with firepower.
Its missile systems, say its makers,

. defeat all known armor thrcats,

reduce engagement time, permit
launch fromhidden positions and
provide direct/indirect firing ca-
pabilities, allowing multiple- target
engagements. It has optimized
first-r d kill, say military
experts, and couples with that

West and behind the lron :

attack helicopter being .
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maximum survivability to enhance
any nation’s weaponry.

The price? A hefty $14 to $16
million each!

Thi} is also a world that feeds

. childrén on_a mental diet of shoot-

’em-ups on television and in the
movies. Fighting is pervasive from

childhood on television and in the

movies. Little boys also get toy pis-
‘tols, toy soldiers, toy fighting tanks,
jet fighter planes, warships, space
vehicles and other mititary para-
_phernalia almost as soon.as they
take théir first step.

"Is it any wonder why we hvc ina
world of violence? It shouldn’t be.
It's taught, learned and accepied
from youth! :

" Infringement on nghts

Wars are caused primarily by, one
nation infringing on the sovereign-
ty and integrity of another nation.

" Revolutions spring up over ques-

tions of poverty and loss of free-

. dom. Racial misunderstandings,
“religioys differences,~political dis-

agreements explode into violence.
Still, social scientists and profcs-
_sionals in international relations
"find it difficult to really pinpoint
" the underlying reason why peoples
can’t get along ‘with one apother
and solve their differences so the
world can have genuine peace. The

solution to civil strife and war still -

remains clusive.

But there is a solution to civit
>lnfe and war. There is an underly-
ing reason why . troubles exist. If
only nations ‘and individuals would
listen and heed. .

The truth .is that ate solution to
“war is not past finding out, There is

: 4 way 1o peuce.- This information

“ has -been available to mankind

. throughout history. ‘But humans
 have not been willing to heed it.

© We call thé¢ source of this vital
knowlcdgc the Bible.
. In it is rcvedlcd knowledge,

" revealed 10 mdn by the Creator

God: spiritual knowledge ‘that man
could never attain-or. discov& -aiy
other way. = !

Ttis an Mtltudo

It is - all a’ matter of aititude of
mmd Nohoe what - Jesus Christ
said:’ Ces .

“For Yrom within,. out of the

‘heart of men, procecd evil

thoughts, adulteries, fornications,
murders, thefts, covetousness,
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness,

an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, fool-

ishness: all these evil things come
from within, and defile the man
(Mark 7:21-23).

Thesethoughts and attitudes are
what cause hostilities, bloody revo-
lutions and wars!

True, people and nations say
they “want peace, but they want
peace their way—not God’s way,
and not someone else’s or some
other nation’s 'way.

"God’s way- of life, the way to-

peace, is based on outgoing consid-
eration for others. That attitude
has been left out of human teaching
and learning for the most part. It is
hot a part of the thinking at the
nuclear disarmament talks. It has
not become part of human thought
processes. .
Human greed and lust have pre-
vailed worldwide. Taking, instead
of giving. Hate, not love. War is the
natural result. Fighting in the fam-
ily, among neighbors and in the

.nations and among natioris.

The Bible makes it plain in -the
New Testament. Read it for your-
self! “From whence come wars and
fightings among y3u_‘? come they
not hence, evel of your lusts that
war in,your members? Ye lust, and
have not: ye kill, and desire to have,
and cannot obtain: ye fight and
war, yet ye have not, bccausé ye ask
not™ (Jas. 4:1-2).

Individuals and nations fight and

der they don’t have peace? And if
Gad is sought, his way of life isn’t
wholeheartedly tried.

“Y-¢ ask,” James is inspired to
say, . ‘‘and receive not, because ye
ask amiss, that ye may consume it
upon yout lusts™ (Jas. 4:3). Each is
looking for his own sélfish inter-
£sts.

But where does this attitude of

sek-centeredness and greed dome,

from?

Now understand a vital trath.

It is not fashionable today to
.acknowledge a devil. But there’is
a real devil who influences human
behavior to be ‘what it is. Satan
the devil has deceived the nations
into believing that self-preserva-
tion at the expense of others is the

only way te survive. .. .that old

o

o

.

serpent, called th& Devil, and
Satan, which deceiveth the whole
world . .. (Rev. 12:9).

Read that again! He, Satan, “‘de-
ceiveth the whole world.” And it is
this influence that causes hatreds
and wars! (Just how this ancient
archangel—the former Lucifer—
accomplishes his deceptions is
explained in the free booklet
Human Nature—Did God Create
It? Why not write for your copy?
See inside front cover for address
nearest you.)

The first human famlly under
Satan’s influence, rejected God and

‘God’s way. Their children reaped

the consequences. Cain. greedy,
hateful and jcalous, .sought revenge
and killed his own brother Abel.
“And it came to pass, when they
were in the §eld, that Cain rose up

ainst Abel his brother, and slew
him™ (Gen. 4:8). And brothers
have been killing brothers ever
since .

Attitudes are the same now as
then! Hate reigns. Vengehrnce rules. -
A spirit of revenge predominates.
Mistrust and selfishness override.
Now we’re on the brink of human
annihilation.

What is Needed

It is time for national and individu-
al repentance and a rengwed
acknowledgment of God and his
power o protect those who trust
him. '
Said the apostle Paul: “Dearly

- beloved, avenge not yourselves,
kill, desiring to have. Is it any won-

but rather give place unto wrath:
for it Js written, Vengeance is
mine; | will repay, saith the Lord.
Therefore if thine enemy hunger,
feed him; if he thirst, give him
drink: for in so doing thou shalt
heap coals of fire on his head. Be
not overcame .of evil, but over-
come evil with good” (Rom.
12:19-21). L

God has all mlght and all
power. If even one nation were to
turn to God and follow this way to
peace, God would prdtect that
nation against its enemies. Or if -
even one nation's. ways plcased
Gaod, he’d.make that nation’s ene-
mies to be at peace (see Provcrbs )
16:7).

. The solution to: flghtmg and
war'is to put God’s way of giving,

{Continued on page 42}

The PLAIN TRUTH
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Comes Together

by John Ross Schroeder

.

Representatives from 19 Western countries have launched a
worldwide conservative association called
IDU—thc International Democrat Union. What will lt achieve?

¢+ &™NAID P()PE John Paul II
Sat Katowice, Poland,

“From the Creator
comes the social character of
human aspirations -

_the need to join

together and to unite
with one another.”
The urge to unite
ge/c;ﬁjs to be a basic
human characteris-
tic. .

The latest major
manifestation of this
fundamental urge of
humankind occurred at

the Inter-Continental

Hotel in London in
June. The list of names
was impressive o say
the least: Muargarct
Thatcher, Geogrge
Bush, Helmut Kohl

‘dent media, basic personal free-

doms, rights of assembly, were
present in the document. The
wording was careful to reject any
form of totalitarianism.” Yet the

dominion of mind and spint,” West
Germany's Franz Josef Strauss
concluded, “The coming together
today represents a spiritual con-

_/rumalum with Marxlxm "

"W

Leaders' of the European Democrit Union and the Pacific Demoérat Union
jolned forces in London in late Juno to, form the lmernatmmy l)cmouat Union,

and  Franz. 'Joscef
Slr‘lus),, 8 mcntmn just a few.
Thefe! &ach rcprcs‘.nuuvc per-
sonally signed -a *Declaration of
Principles designed to -wundergird

the Integnational Demacrat

Union. Human rights were repeat-
edly stressed in this brief docu-
ment. All the usual statements

about free clections, an indepen-
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generally liberal prcss in the-
United States took lmlc note of”

the document.

speeches. Said British Prime Min:

ister Margaret Thatcher: “The
International Democrat Union gir-'
‘dles the «€arth. It is not an empire.
But it will be, we hope, a great :

t

Y .
. US. VIC‘L Presidedt. (morbr

Bush ended his’speech with a state-

“ment that “the world, under God,
Many lcaders madc major K

should hdyq a new birth of free-

. dom.™ Austfalian Opposition Lcad-

er George-Peacpck’ began his talk,
“The greatest sm:nglh of the Inter-
national Pemocrat -Uniop- will be its
oo ‘Cuntinuc(l ‘on /‘q 36)
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oK three decades the’

y illustrious Charlemagne
has lain in his grave at
Aachen. The great Em-

peror had revived the tradi-
tion of the Roman Caesars,
and shown Euxopeans the
|dedl\ of a unified Christian
‘tmplrc in the West.

But Charlemagne’s New Eu-
rope is not destined to endure.

His descendants have. little of his
genius. Charlemagne’s quarrelsome
grandsons finally settle their differ-
ences by the Treaty of Verdun in
843, The treaty parti-

“tions Charlemagne’s

Empire. foreshadowing

" the modern gu)gmphy

of Western l‘urupc. In

THE .
HISTORY

CHURCH

.

PART FIVE

its wake, French
realm and a German
Jrealm will slowly begin
to crystallize.

But for the moment,
the domains of the
once-great Carolingian
Empire Turther disinte-
grate into warring
principahities and king-
doms. The once-uni- |
fied Empire falls into
chaos. The political
unity forged by Char-
magne goes com-
pletely (%J\IU.L\ .

Eurof¢ s a sham-
bles.

Europe's polatical
weakness tempts outside  powers,

notably Norsemen. Slavs, Magyars -

and Saracens  Destructive rads
from the north, cast and south
place the vulnerable coitinent in
imminent jeopiirdy .

The Papacy, too, has sunk to o
misérable conditon Scveral Popes
openly lead corrupt hves ind are
widely despised by devout ¢ .ﬂi‘ulu
and non-Catholic. abihe

Battcred and torn by invasion:
and civil stiife, Western avilizagion
appears to be on a fast shde down.

ward Throughout Fusope the pen
cral moad s one- of ,amm:!wmmn
and forglexting

A great-grandsgn of Charie:
shiapne plerowned Jmporor by the
Rope in A1 S, After Jus death 1n 924,

thicre is' an impctinl vacaney far

_nc.my fm;f &‘cﬁtc 5

DT R

FIRST
REICH

by l'.(mlh W Stump

Editor « Note Wo cantinue o seties
of articles evamomeng the <o ntren
long rillationship between | avopd anc
the Church o ridatodThp that kas
shaped the Ristory of the Westeon
wardd

Furope taday stamie at o ounce
firgr g pernssinicds bvents jakiny shape
‘there- will radically «hange the face of
the Carnfenint  and the world

Cur firet four snvtadlngents cpvered
the stary o tlie coiiapse of Rerls
magne « Fmygnee Patr Five e vanmare.
1he evente of 1he st for s eninrac o i
l'lf' eeessaons of Rudidl of MHabcbure
TR ’ P

Swm-llmi_r ieust b dupet ond
quickly ¢ to rescuc Bovayw Wi
will resint the harbenian v dders
and revmgrie, order el mc hag
mcnlcd Wiss! ' B S :

st e Baly

[N

northéast of the Rhine—from the
evolving power of Germany.

Sieg und Heil!

- There is no Emperor S cr-

many, kings still. rule. The geo-
graphical territory of Germany has
become the dommanl region of
Europe. -

Tn 918 the rulers, of the great
German duchies choose Henry the
Fowler, duke of the Saxons, a& their
king. He is called Fowler because

hcr)v_rs laying bird snyres when -

ormed of -his clection as king.
Henry is founder of the Saxon
dynasty of* kings. which will rule
until 1024 He
strengthens the Ger-
man army and con-
fronts the many invad
ers threatening bu-

rope

U.pon Henry's death
n 936, s 2d-year old
son Otto s elected hng
by the German dukes
I'he people rause therr
right hands 10 show

approval U Sier wsd

Hedd they shout
“Victory and Salvae
tion'’
~ Ihe wchbishops ol
Mains anid Cologne
stonn Oto amd handd
hrin the uyppenal sword
with whudr to hght tie
encnmes of € hrist
CHI gaickly consol
adates the German
tealm by suppressing sebelbous
nobfes and ambstiess relatises By
brimging the dudbsc aovme oo
wed control he® wmtes Germany
ander s rule
o 0 2 aternvenes _ln Itstan
Maes
torn ll.sl_\ 1o .u,me \nkﬂlecuﬂ { \1L
Liide). the widiw of an [tdaan bing
boing abuscd by hor husbaed 5 su
ciwmrs Otter dechores bameell kang
et el Loombaeeds wnd marne . Ade!
hed . theschy | bsonang vos of
o
Co@iitigTas ‘uea‘j,z:ma Revived

In August 955 Oteo hadts an mva

stawe L1 0o g Mapyars. whin

have Been combaehep cnnaal sasdy
Cocvaneny o thes mumenecus
sohibeld ( Sugsbaipe B

cive o Bl fes eiou
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invaders. The Magyar menace is
ended; They will I%Ol invade the
German realm again.

Otto can now rightfully claim the
title “protector of Europe.” He is
widely viewed as another Charles
Martel, ‘who. stopped the Islamic
Saracen advance in Western Eu-
rope in A.D732.
© Mcanwhile, the Papacy contin-
ues in tragi¢c decline. Sergius Il
(904-911) gains the Papal chair
through murder and lives openly
with the prostitute Marozia. Their
illegitimate son becomes Pope John
X1 (931-935). Under Pope John
XI11 (955-964), the lateran palace
becomes a literal brothel.

Rome, and all ltaly, are in chaos.
Pope Johg,&ll appeals to Otto to
restore order to the peninsula and to
assist him aguinst his adversaries. In
961 Otto sweeps into ltaly and
defeats the enemies of the Pope.

Pope John recognizes Otto's
position in Europe by crowning him
Holy Roman Emperor on February
2, 962. Not since that historic
Christmas Day in A.D. 800, when
the Western Roman Empire was
restqred by the coronation of Char-
lemagne, has an event of such mag-
nitude occurred.

Western Europe again has an
Emperor! Charlemagne’s Empire is
revived in an alliance between
Emperor and "Church. With the
support of the Church, Otto reigns
supreme throughout. Western
Christendom ovér ‘the German
Reich, or Empire.

The year 962 marks the restora-
tion of the |mper|dl tradition. Later
historians will viéw ‘it 'as the begin-
ning of what would later be official-
ly styled the Sacrum Romanum
Imperium Nationis Germdnicae—

the “"Holy Roman Empire of the-

German Nation.” (The fll term
will not be officially applied until
" the 15th century.) *

Throughout the Middle Ages,
the imperial title and German king-
ship will remain indissolubly
united.
Germans,. crowned by the Pope,
who will henceforth bernamed Holy
Roman Emperors. Germany is the
heart and core-—the power ¢ enter--
of the Empire.

The octagonal imperial crown of-

the¢ Holy Roman Empire is made
especially foy the coronation of Otto
10 L

’

It will be the kings of the

in 962. For centuries to comc, it
will be the very symbol of the con-
cept of European unity.

Stabilizing Influence

"Shortly after his coronation, Otto
issues his controversial Privilegium
Otronianum, ordering Pope John to

take an oath of obedience to him.~

* The Pope rebels, and conspires with
Otto’s enemies.

Late in 963 Otto calls a council at

St. Peter’s in Rome, which deposes

John for conspiracy and miscon-

duct. Otto’s own candidate is elect-

" ed Pope in his place.

Otto believes it is his duty to pre-
serve and strengthen Church insti-
tutions. He seeks to usc the Church
as a stabilizing influence in Europe.
But' he also wants the Church

IS

. ]
The Empire is
thereafter regarded as
God’s chosen
political organization
over Western
Christendom. The
Church at Rome is -viewed
as God’s chosen
instrument in religious

matters. . -

subordinate to the authority of the
Empire.

Otto now seeks an alliance
between the Eastern -and. Western

Roman Empiges. He negotiates with.

Eastern Emperor Nicephorus Il
Phocas of the city.of Constantinople,
but the talks are unsuccessful.
Otto’s son,” however, later mar-
ries Theophano, daughter of East-
ern Emperor Romanus Il His
alliance with the Byzantine prin-
cess leads to the Eastern Emperor’s
recognition of Otto in 972.

On May 7, 973, Otto the Great ~

dies and is buried in Magdeburg.
He leaves a peaceful and secure
Empire. His son Otto [ (973-983)
succeeds him. .

Jaint Heads

Otto 1ll-- son
Empress

of Otto Il and’
Theophano  is crowned

« Gregory.

as German king at Aachen late in

983, Hc is but 3 years old, so. his |
mother and grandimother serve. as
regents. ’

The king- comes of age in 90(13
Two years later he answers an

o]

‘appeal by Pope John XV and put

down a rebellion in Italy. By th
time he reaches Rome, the Pope i
dead. Otto then secures the electiol
of. his cousin, Bruno of Catrinthia,
as Pope Gregory V. He is the first
German Pops.

On May 21, 996. Otto
crowned Holy Roma}&Emperor
Otto makes Rome the
administrative center of the E
pire and spends much of his time
- there. In 998 Otto sets“on his seal -
the inscription, Renovatio imperii
Romanorum—**Restoration of the
Empire of the Romans.”2¥Roman
ideals are still strong irr Western
Europe.

Otto realizes that thc "united
Europe he and his dynasty have
envisioned must have a worthy reli-
gious he¢ad. The Papacy must be
raised %o a position of European
esteem. Its influence must be
revived.

When Pope Gregory V dies in
999, Otto nominates- his former
teacher, the scholar Gerbert of -

‘Aurillac. Gerbert becomes Pope,

with the name Sylvester Il. He -is
the first French Pope.

Both Sylvester and Otto dream
of an Empire in which Emperor
and Pope would serve as joint heads
of -a unified entity. Gerbert strives
to raise the reputation of the Papa-
cy throughout Europe. He de-
nounces some of his unworthy pre-
decessors as “monsters of more
than®human iniquity,” and as
“Antichrist, sitling in the temple of
God and playing the part of
God.”

Otto hopes for " a h.lrmmhous
alliance of future Emperors and |
Popes. But 1t is not 1o be so- ~

Schism
Henry 1 (1002-1024) s the kst of

. the Saxon ruless of Germany. At

his death, Conrad 11, duke of Fran-
conmia, reccives the imperial crown.
LConrad 11 (1024-1039) is the
hrsl Franconian or Salian German
Emperor. His reign begins what’
“later” historians will call the great
period of the Holy Roman Empire. ,
The PLAWN TRUTH




The reign of Conrad’s son Henry
I (1039-1056) markswgw zenith
of German imperial po

It is during the reign ofHenry
[l as Holy Roman Empéror that
the final schism between the West-
ern (Roman) and Eastern (Ortho-
dox) churches takes place. The
break had. existed for centuries and
had grown progressively wider. In
1054 it becomes formal and com-
plete when the Pope at Rome and
the Patriarch® of Constantinople
excommunicate each other.

Not long afterward come two
further developments in the reli-
gious sphere. In 1059 Pope Nicho-
las Il convenes the lateran Coun-
cil, which decrees that future Popes
will be elected by a college (group
or body) of cardinals. This action
takes away tha Emperor’s influence
in *Papal clections. In the same

year, the Synod of Melfi prohibits -

marriage of the Catholic clergy.
The decree of the Lateran Coun-
cil sparks a major rupture between
Germany and Rome. Now begins
the great mediceval struggle be-
tween the Empire and Papacy.

i’wo Powers

Henry 1 is succeeded by his
young son Henry 4§ (1056-1106).
He will play a major role #n one of
the most famous episades in medie-
val history " a personal confronta-
tuon between Pope and Emperor.

The crowning of C harlcmdgm. in

A.D 800 by Pope Leo il had ini-
.tiated a close alliance between Pope
.and Empire.
formally hinked the spiritual power
of. the . Pope with the temporal
power of the Emperor.

The Empire is therecafter re-
pidrded as God's chosen political
orgamization over  Western Chris-
tendom  The Church at Rome is
viewed as God's chosen-instrument
o religrous matters. Pope and
Emperor are regarded as God's

~ vice-regents on carth.

This cbncept perhaps W|II be

best summarized bite in the 19th

century by Pope Lo XI1II: “The’

Almighty has appointed the
charge of the human race between
two powers, the ccclesiastical and
. the civil, the onc. being sct over

divine, the other over human’

thmg»
Leo will also po\nl out that
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This “marriage” had

* “Church ‘and State arellike 'soul

and body and both must be united
in order to live and funcuon right-
ly.”

This intimate alliance of 'Church
and State serves.the needs of both
institutions. The Empire exercises
its political and mllnary powers to
defend religion and™enforce reli-
gious umformny The Church,”in
turn, acts as a *‘glue™ for, Europe,

.

. LY

asserts, is symbaolized by the tradi-
tional’crowning of the Holy Roman
Emperors by the Popes in Rome—
publicly demonstrating that all

.political power comes from God by

way of the Roman Pontiff.

‘Henry IV is not impressed by
'shch acguments. He becomes ™
embroiled in a‘bitter dispute with -
Pope Gregory The " controversy
focuses on an issue that-has“been a

holding together the differing, continuing irritant in Church-State

nationalities -and cultures within-
the Empire ‘by the tie of common
religion.

As Leo X1 will also note in
retrospect, “The Roman Pontiffs,
by the institution of the Holy
Empire, consecrated the political
power in a wonderful manner.”

This harmonious ideal in

I
Despite their incessant
"rivalry, the Papacy
and Empire will remain

_closely associated
throughout the Middle
Ages. Their
mutual need for each
other will override
disagreements of Iésser

importance. '

Church-State relations, however, is
never completely realized. The
respective powers and privileges of
Church and Empire are not clearly
defined. The result is frequent con-
flict between Emperor and Pupc. for
the leadership of Christian “Eu-
rope.

Ilnsior ot Emperors

Pope Gregory VII comes to the
Papal throne in 1073, He keaves no
doubt as to his position. *The Pope

15 the master of Emperors!” he

declares. A sterg idealist, Gregory
is dgurmlm.d to subordinate the
authdrity of the Emperor to that of
tlu, Pope.

" Gregory ihsists that the Pope is
above all nations and independent
of every temporal sovercign,
rdsponsible only to God. The su-
premacy of Church over Empire, he

‘ finally
‘unyiclding Henry. This action

relations: lay investiture..

The question is whether secular
rulers should be able to appoint
bishops and abbots and invest them,
with symbols of spiritual authority.
Emperors have long used—and
abused---such control over Church
offices to their own ends. Gregory,
wants it to slop .

Henry defies lh(. Pope, de-
nounces him and attempts to have
him deposed. The headstrong Hen-
ry ends a letter to Pope Gregory’
with the curse, “*Down, down, to be
damned through all the ages!™ -

Gregory is not intimidated. The
controversy escalates. It is ‘a ljfe-
and-death struggle between the
Papacy and German imperial -
power!

Gregory is determined to frec the
Church ‘from sccular control. He
excommunicawes the

absolves all Henry's subjécts from
their oaths of allegiance to the v,
Emperor, and triggers a baronial
revolt in Germany. .

Henry's demise  appears immi- ’
nent. Hc. now sees clearly that
imperial 'power depends on the sup-
port of the Church. To save his
thréne, Henry must make peace
with the Pope.

In January 1077, Henry journeys
to a castle at Canossa in northern -
ltaly where Pope Gregory is tempo-

rarily staying. For three days the -

Emperor humiliates himself by
standing barefoof and in sackcloth
in the snow outside Gregory’s win-
dow. Gregory finally grants absolu-
tion, and Henry is reconciled to the
Ghurch. .

The imperial ‘capitulation at
Candssa comes to symbolize the
submission of- the State to the
Church. But it is only a temporary
victory for.the Church.

Soon after Canossa, the struggle
breaks out again. In £122 the Con-

1




& .

«cordat of Worms ends a bitter con-

test between Holy Rbman Emperor

“Henry V (1106-1 125')—Henry IV’s

son—and 'Pope Calixtus Il (1119-
1124). It settles the Investiture
Controversy by stipulating that an

* Emperor can still Mminate bishops
and abbots, but the clergy will do’

the actual choosing and can refuse
approval of an Emperor’s nontinees.

"~ Emperors are permitted to confer
_ ipon new blShOpS only the temporal

insignia of théir offices, due them in
their position . as vassals of the

- crown. The spiritual symbols—the

ring and staﬁ'——can be bestowed
only by the Church. -

Even after this compromise, the
struggle for supremacy beiween
Empire -and Papacy will continue
for centuriés. But despite their
incessant rivalry, the Papacy and
Empire wili remam‘ closely asso-

ciated threughout the Middle -

Ages. Their mutual need for each
other will override disagreements
of lesser importance.

Pope Versus Emporor

The power and mﬂuence of the

“ Papacy at this time is evidenced by

the popular reaction to the Papal
call, late in 1095, for.the First Cru-
sade. Pope Urban 1l.exhorts Chris-
tians throughout Europe to come to
the aid of the Byzantine Emperor,
who is lhrcdlcncd by advancmg

urks, and to free holy Jerusalem
from the “legions of Anllchrlsl
the Moslems.

Reaction to Urban’s plea is
extraordinary. The outpouring of
popular. enthusiasm for the cause
sets in motion a succession of mili-
tary expeditions to the Holy
that will continue for two centuries
before ending in--dismal failure.
And for a time, the prestige of the
Papacy is greatly enhanced by this
wave of religious fervor.

But ‘the prestige and pbwcr of;

the Holy Roman Emperor has tak-
en a turn .for the worst. The
Emperor’s power has been seri-
ously weakened by the lay investi-

ture strugglé With the death of .

Henty V,in 1125, Gcrmany and the
Empire.are beset by civilistrife and
chaos. Many fear the E%nplre will
fall completely to pieces.

Two rival dynasties of German

nobles scramble to gain the imper-

ial throne—tlic Welfs (or Guelphs)
12 _

7
L4
and the Hohenstaufens. The Ho-
henstaufens are descended from
Henry IV in the female line. =
Finally; 'in
comés to the German throne. Con-
rad—a grandson of Henry IV and
nephew of Henry V——is the first
king of the Hohenstaufen family.
The Hohenstaufens will preside
ovei the Emplre until 1268
Conrad is followed, in 1152, by.
his nephew Frederick, whowill be
known to -history as Frederick I

| l38® Conrad ' 1IT”

.

Barbarossa (*‘Red Beard”). Freder-'.

ick "is formally cro d Holy
Roman Emperor by Adrian
IV in Rome on June 18,"1155. He
will reign for nearly four decades.

Frederick Barbarossa considers

himself the heir of his predecessors,

Charlemagne and Otto the Great,:

and of: the  great 1mper|al tradition.
His desire’is_to restore the glory of
the- Rgman Empire. As a later
chronicler will observe, “During all
his reign nothing was déarer to his

heart _than -.the reestablishment of.

the Empxrc of Romc on its an(ilcnt
basis.” .
Frederick imposes order on Ger-

many, and intérvenes in Italian and- .

Papal politics. This sparks a renew-
al of the imperial conflict with'the:
Papacy in the.form of a bitter feud
with Pope Adrian.

As many  of his predccessors.
Frederick - seeks o make the
‘Charch subordinate to the authori-
ty of the Empire. When asked from
whom his imperial office is
received, Fredcrick asscrts, “From

God alone!” He dedlares to Papal
légates, “We hold our kingdom and

our empire not as a fief of the Pope
but by clcctlon of the princes-from
God alone.”

Pope Adrian counters, ““What
werc the Franks till Pope Zacharias

welcomed Pepin? The' chair of-

Peter has given and can withdraw

. its gifts!”

Frederick sealizes, however, that
a full-blown feud with Rome could
hdve disastrous consequences. In
1177 he publicly makes peace with
Adrian’s successor. Pope Alexan-
der II1.

But thé peace is to be short-
llved

“The Bo..t" .

Emperor Frederick Barbarossa dies
by accidental drowning in 1190,

. A

‘while leading the Third ‘Crusade.

His son, Emperor Henry IV .(1190-
J197), further strengthens the
Hahenstaufen Empire. But after
his death, civil war erupts in Ger-
‘many. . 4 :

In 1212 a new German king
finally emerges from the chaos. He
is_ Frederick II, Frederick Barba-
rossa’s grandson. In 1215 Frederick
[ is crowned Holy Roman’Emper-
or by Pdpe Innocent III.

"It is under Innocent LIl (1198-
1216) that the Church reaches the

height of* its .medieval power. v

tually every European.nation feels
the power of this Pope.

.

Innocent - seeks to reduce the

Empiré to a plaything of the Pope.
He asserts that kings derive their
powers from the Pope, just as the
moon derivés its light from the sun.
Innocent declares that the Pope is
“less than God but more than
man.’

*“No king can reign happily;
Innocent clalms. “unlpss he devout-
ly serves Christ’s vicar.’

‘,n

Py

<

Emperor Frederick [l does not

openly quarrel with Innocent [II:
He does, however,
struggle ‘with later Popes, notdbly
Gregory IX (1227-1241).

wage a fierce

Frederick’s ambition is to rule .

all of ltaly, including Rome. This
desire for full control of ltaly
brings him into diregt conflict w1th
the Papacy.

Frederjck is finally excommuni-
catéd by, Pope/Gregory,-who calls
the Efnpéror A herctic and the per-
sonification ¢f Antichrist.. -

“Out of /the dcpths of the sea
risgs the beast,” shouts Gregory in
a referenge to Revelation 13 in the

Holy Bible, “filled with the names

of blasphemy. . . . Behold the head,
the middle and the end of this
beast, Fredcrxck this so-called
emperor.’

Pope Grcgory also speaks of
Frederick as *this scorpion spewing
poison from the sting of his tail.”

" Frederick \lashes back. labeling
Pope Gregory the Antichrist.’
“Fhe Roman Church has never

-

erred,” Gregory \cdunters. “To -

r@sist it is to. resist
‘The Papacy” gnd, the “viper
brood’’ of enstaufens are
locked in a mortal" struggle In its
wake, the last remnants, of imperial
(Contmued on page 35)

The PLMN TRUTH

«

. -




I Just Don’t Know
Whatto .-
“Bel 1eve”Anymore

: TRANGE cCities'can be lonely

places at nlght—erenna -Austria, is no ©

‘exception. Some Austrian friends had

invited .me'to 'dimner, but I, had decided

| instead to attend the Vlerxn& Opera House.

'Unfol‘tunatcly, even on.4 cold winter’ s
evening the pe;formdnce Der.
Rosenkavglier was nearly 'sold out. The.
clerk was apologetic. “Theonly seats left
are.ip a plgce where yop won't be able to -
s? anything.” He added, “That’snot a

od introduction to our wonderful Opera -

House Please wait until you can buyf

. gdod. seat.” 1

I walked up Mariahilferstrasse to my hotel,»
past the brightly dccorateﬂ shops. Many people
were ‘still out donng their Christmas’ shoppmg
It began {o rain, and | took shelter ina - .
‘crowded [mle restaurdnt. Fmdmg a seat at the
last vacant ta‘ble l ordered a bowl of goulash
_soup. :

I looked up to see an lecrly lady loadcd down .
wuh sevesal large shoppmg bags. ‘Do you mind if |
join you?* she said, in heavily accented Engllsh

.

- "(\ll the other seats are full.”

?'ﬁ;c' ordcred some coffee. “It is cold, outsnde. mchl
M-a 7" 1 agreed. We exchanged views about the
;.ﬁedhhcr thc news, Vienna. “You are a tourist?” she
askied.
: “Nol really. | am a “writer.’

“1 wish 1 was a writer. }, wanl to wrlte a book

.| But 1 am just ordinary,” sh d.
N She didn’t scem “just ordm B | could see {rom “

. shabby, sHe still had ascertain dignity. She was, 1 M

. Then | would go 1o the church, and beg God to

.Third Reich! The whole world now knows what that

,

her conversation that she was well educated. And
although she was now old-and her clothes were

realized, a person who had seen better times. She
scemed to want to tell me about hersel

“I am now a widow—1I married twide?-both my
husbands are dead. My first husband died’ before the
war, But before he dicd, he gave me awson. Let me
sec ... She looked at me keenly. “Yt.s, my son
would have been about your age now.’

¥ “Would have been . :

She explained her infanl son had contracted a
serious discase, and had lain close to death for
several weeks. .

“Every day. I wauld V|s|t him in the hospllal

spare his life. Day -after day I would -do’this. Then
one day, 1 said to myself—this is wrong: | musl not
be so insistent in telling God what to do.””

“*So next day, after I visited my son, | went to the
church and prayed, ‘Fathér in heaven, Thy will be
done.’ And % meant it. The next day, my little t?k.‘;’y
died.”

She paused a moment. “I know now lhdt was the
best answer to, my prayer.’ R : .

“Why do you say that?” . i

4**Because. . . | didn't tell you . .. my first husband
was a Jew. So my little boy was half chnsh k think
you know whiit that would have meant.’

Yes—she didn’t have to elaborate :

Within a year or so of her son’s death, Austria
was annexed by Hitler and became a part of the

would have meant for a little bay wha was half
Jewish. Chlldren were not sparcd from the “final
solution.”

*So, l—dccepted my little son’s death as a blessing
in disguise. Also, in those days, I had faith. I have
always been rchglous 1 asked the priests, I read
books and 1 looked in the BibJe—and'1 knew that |
would see my little boy again.”

Her mood changedgﬂer eyes were filled withg
tears.

“*In those days, | had such ‘strong fauh Now 1 am
not-so sure. 1 wonder if-1 W)ll see that little boy .
again.’ . ‘ e

"Why do you wonaer?” . : ;

- Because. back then, I_believed. But now | have
to quesuon my belief. The world has changed so -
much in ‘the last 40 years. Pcople don’t believe in
God like they used to. Even religious leaders, in the
same church do nat: always-agree with eactother.

N;ovmbo;v/“umr m! , v L
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just don’t know what to believe anymore.”
" *You will see your sonagain,” I told her.

“You sound very sure ™ '

. “l'am.” 1 said."and' I told her why. N

" 1 wonder how many more millions of people there
arc whose faith has been pushed, pulled and then
shattered by the changing tides of religious opinion.

. How many of our réaders have, in the past, becn

: -and cqually
j dangerously—-have been taught to'believe things that -
are not.. o7

Onc of the most pathetic sights 1 ever saw was on
an island in the South Pacific. The native people had
madeé a smdll clearing on which they built a
platform—a poor imitation of an air traffic control ’
tower as used ih the Second World War. On «the
ground lay several crude representations of .urplanes
made from palm lcaves and bamboo. These people
belonged to the Cargo cult.

During the Pacific War their parents had seen the
wonderful things that were unloaded from the
military aiplanes that landed on their islands. These
simple people had no understanding of the war .
raging around them. AII-;Hcy saw was that thé white’
megn had powerful * gods who sent them preésents by
means of a “blg bird.” So. lhey reasoned, they’
would also build an “airficld and maybe-one day
the big bird would again bring presents 1o them. ¢~

Poor people—-sq utterly,deccived. Even a -
helicopter couldn’t land sa¥ely on their pathetic littla
clcdrmg What they wait foryso patiéntly is never
going to -happen. N\

But what about you? Are You also pinnipg your
hopes on somcthing that.is never going to happen?
Or—Ilike ‘that lady in Vienna—have you-given up-
believing in something that is? What doeg¢ it take to
make you believe:—or not believe—sorhething?

For example- - what do you believe happens when
.you dic? And why do you believe it? Most readers
of this magazine consider themselves as belonging to
the Christian faith. Most Christians believe that if
they live a basically good life, they will go to heaven
when they die. That is what a Christian should  °
believe, because that is what Jesus said would
happen, isn’t it?

No it isn't.

Have you ever looked to see for yourself, exactly .
what Jesus Christ said happens WWYOU
mdy be surprised. If you were to compare other
things he said with the time-honored beliefs and =
customs of today's- Christian churches you would
-have more shocks toming. .
* Jesup kncw that after his cruutlxlqn. it, would be

“*gpen season” on his teachings. So he warned
multitudes of his would-be fpllowers Ulal they would
be worshiping-him in vain if they laughl-—and
prdcuccd»«lhur own ideas of what is right and
wrong (Matt. 15:9).

How do you _worship €hrist? Good Christians go
to church every Sunday;.or at least,” they should,
right?

But did Jesus say you should go to church on .

>

Sund.ay? in the 4th century A.D., the observance of
the Sabbath—-the seventh day of the week — was

. changed to Sunday at the command of church

leaders. But who said they could de that? Did Jésus.
sanction that change in his doctrine? The Sabbath is
the fourth commandment--- part of God's. cternal,
spiritual law. Jesus said that heaven and carth would
pass away before cven one jot or tittle (the dotting
of an i or the crossing of a't) of the law would be .
abandoned, lct alone e major point &f it (Matt,
5:18). .

But then, some schools of thought maintain that
that law is done away. It is 4 burden and. Jesus did -
us a]l a favor by nailing it to his cross,. they say.
Where did they get that idea? What if it isn’t right?

While we're on the subject of Jesus -what about
his birthday? What instructions did he give us for
celebratmg that? Many who firmly belicve they are
followers of Christ would be astonished to learn that

“ neither he hor his disciples ever celebrated Hhis

birthday -or anybody else’s, for that matter.
Christmas was an ancicnt holiday cemuncs before -
the birth of Chrm

God made it clear to the prophet Jeremiah what

‘hé thought about people who cut down trees and

decorate them as a part of their religious observance._
He said it was a vain custom, and we shoald- not
learn*it (Jer 10:2-5). But that is one -custom that
has become firmly entrenthed as a pax:rabloday s .
celebranon of “qur Lérd’s” birthday. Jesus said
“Wshy call,ye me, Lord, Lord and do not the things
which 1 say?’ (Luke 6:46).

There are so many ways # which most Christians
do &xactly the opposite to the things Christ said.
Most do not do them dcllberatcly—they Jjust have
nqt seriously thought for therhselves what they
believe and why. They trust their ministers to teach
them what is right. But.today, even members of the
clergy in the major denominations say they can no
longer accept the time-honored beliefs of their
churches. They embrace innovative ideas, and lead
congregations into greater copfusion.

This is nothing new. In his earliest epistles to the
people of Asia Minor and:Greece, ghe apostle Paul
warned against confused and misled teachers y g
woujm changg Phe teachings of Christ, dnd bMng

“in their own ideas. Jesus prophesmd that many would
-bé coming in his name, saying he is Chrnst but having

their own ideas about what he taught Bpl he warned
us not to be deceived by them (Matt. 24:4-5).
‘A wrong idea can eventually become accepted as

* an established truth. When it was first suggested

that the Sabbath be changed to Sund.xy. and the
New Testament Passover to Easter, it caused a

"major controversy in the churches. But today, these

festivals are accepted by most Christians without
question. They are as much a part of Christianity as
church steeples, Good Friday and havmg a newborn
baby bdptized. (You mlght want to investigate wherc
those traditions came from.) But because a new
doctrine or belief becomes acceptable it doesn’t
automatically make it - (Continued on page 36)
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_world debt collapse.

L4

ANCIAL COLLAPSE

.

IN THE

. THIRD WORLD?

FVER have we faced a

world crisis liké this

one. Descending rap-
idly on us is the specter of a
Coun-
tries in Latin America, Afri-
ca, Asia and Eastern Europe
have amassed an incredible
dept of about $700 thousand
million in loans.

And it appears they can’t pay
them off.

At the time of writing, the over-
heated tinancial caldron was threat-
ening again o explode.

For the last year gnd a half, the
Internatiopal, M()I’\lel‘)’ Fund
(IMF), the U.S. Federal Reserve
System under chairman Paul
Volcker, and numerous gov;rn-
ment and private agencies, have
struggled o stave off a major disas-
ter. As ongr economist told The
Plain Truth, a debt collapse could
“plunge the Western world into the
decpést dspn.svon in recorded
human history.” .

" The person on the slru.l if

“asked, seems blissfully unaware of

the fiscal dangers. Until now, the
situation has remainéd relatively
hidden on the financial pages of

4+ daily newspapers and financial peri-

odicals —hardly the daily reading
of the genceral public. Yet, if major
debtor nations go into default, the

_ensuing debacle would engulf ¢con-

omies that today appear stable.
Economist Eliot Janeway omi-
nously warns: “One official default
is all it will take to stampede the
other busted borrowers into a full-

November/December 1983

by Michael A Snydm

fledged cartel of defaulting debt-
ors.” °

Conunuing, he declared ™he
sttuation s spinming out of control
and poses a clear and present danger
for the entire international hinancial
system comparable to the one pre-
ceding [the] 1929 |depression] ™

Mexico. Braal, Poland and a
number of other developing nations
have come under sharp -«

-

A miscalculation could plunge the world into an unparalleled financial debacle.
Will the crisis be averted? Can the West survive?

How It Got to Be This Bad

The burgcomng debt of the major
developing nations in question
nearly exceeds the combined gross
national products (GNP) of Cana-
da. the People’s Republic of China

agdthe United kingdom :
" Spread across the world, this
enormous ¢gdebt would provide evers

scrutiny  one by one
they have fadled o
make payments on
time. Only narrowly
has disaster thus far
been averted The
stakes are extremely
high! If a significant
amount of these debts
went into default, sev-
eral U.S. and E uropean
banks would instantly
become insolvent.

The nine largest
American banks have

'
»

l)mn. Healy, fmmcr British
+ Chancelior of the hckqucr

“The risk of a
major default
triggering a chain |
reaction grows
cvery day.”

loaned about /13 per-
cent of their stockholders’ equity
to Mexico, Argentina and Brazil
alone (all with overdue payments)!
Couple this with the fact that.a
recent rescheduling of payment
from Latin America involved capi-
tal from more than +,400 separatc
banks.

Chairman Volcker warns lhal
the fiscal and political risks “a
wnhoul precedent in lht. pmlwar
world.”

Denis ' Healy, formcr British
Chancellor of the Exchequer,
warns, “The risk of a major default
triggering a chain reaction grows
every day.”

man, woman and child alive with
more than $150 a person. 1S

In retrospect, it appears incon-
ceivable that normally conservative
private banks would have allowed
this situation to develop, much less
crest at today’s crisis level.

Several egunomists and financial
experts lay the blame squarely on
those Amecrican and European
bankers whose loan share has been
roughly 60 percent of the total.

“‘Bankers were foolish and
greedy,” explains one major Amer-
ican newspaper, “*and have only
themsclves lxy\lf\!amc for forcing'
money on countries that obviously

15
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could not repay
The reots of the situation lie 1n
the carly 1970s, ;
fn 1973 orl-dependent evononies
worldwide m{kcd i the wake of a

. dcl’lcns

Western money  Many Third
World nations, on the other hand,
desperately necded to hnance ther
now -balioomng® balance of payment

I.oanc to“b.v

- Amiunts as of Dac. 31,

olophq Nation:: hy,
- the Nine Largest U.S. Banlu

Saudi .iézibl.l, the
Lmted _Aralb Emirates,
Kuwait and other OPEC

nations began depositing
their surplus ol money n

The following countries ha:

Loans a8 a Percent
Gtockholders'
Eqisty (capital)*

Loans ot

Country {US$ billions**)

asked for resched-
‘uling of thair loan' payments. (European bank
hguees weren t available at time of publicatien.)

Western banks for rein-
vestment The '
turn, guckly loaned these
deposits out to nations
whose soaring ol bills
were cnippling their ccon-

. Brazil
Mexico
Venezusls .
Argentina
Chile
Yugoslavia
Poland
-

14.2.
131

49 percent
45 percent
26 percent
19 percent
11 percent

5 percent

2 percent

omics, .

At hirst, it appeared
both lucrative “and  safe
“Countres don't go bank-
rupt’” was the_widespread
behef

‘US banks have less than 10 percent o! their

assets 8l risk in international debl Yetl under the bank.
ing system. ceriain major portions of banking sssets are
required to be held in reserve and cannot. under normat
conditions be used 10 cover detawited debt Funds used
to cover such debl woutd come from stockhaiders’ equi
ly. which, with required reserves subiracted. can be
thought of ss what s financial Institution would:
temaining It it paid oft its creditors and fuliled deposi-

lon demands.
ient to of

.-

in British usage

total The Rush Begins

-As the world neared the
entl of the 1970s, soaring
ipflatioh .and “rising inter-
have est, rates lured private

ternational_loans.

Cana. @ U Federa Heserye Boant

major crude oil price increase. The
Organization of Petroleum Export-
ing Countrics (OPEC) flexed its
muscles and almost overnight shot
many. government deficits into the
financial stratosphere.

As govertiments worldwide
scrambled to ,cope with the shock.,
private. bankcrs realized an oppor-
tunity ta ease the crisis. The OPEC
nations, because of the price explo-
sion, .were suddenly awash with

of dollars, hastily assem-

bled financial consortia in, America ,

and Europe pressed thousands of
millions of dollars into the hands of
governments in Latin America, Asia
and Africa. Called “jumbos™ in
banker's lunguage, these massive
loans quickly inoreased the private
sector’s foan share to about 60 per-
cent of the total.

The result?

International loan

‘debt skyrocketed 850 percent! In

barely’a decade, Eastern European

“ment

banks, .

bankers more toward in-”~

Instead of mere millions. following. the

. recession” triggered by a second

and Third Waorld, countries in-
creased their obligatioms by more
than 700 pereemt .

What would justify «uch
incredibie nisk?

The developing countries bor-
rowing the vist sums fooked 1o -
milation for assistance i repay-
With the Uimitéd States and
Europe locked mnto double digit
mflation, it appeared that thie loan
could be cheaply repand with depre-
clating currency On the bankers'
stde there was an ancredible
anount of money o be made A
major Amenican business magazine
adds, “Major banks [also] carned
fat fees for arranging “those mega
buck loans *

AR

The Roof! Caves In - \

Having recycled the petrodollars
from the 1973-74 ol crisis, bankers
scttled back Despite a few minor
fluctuations, many thought a sohd
source of income had been hit
upon *

However, shock waves reverber-
ated through European and Amen-
can corporate boardrooms when,
1979 worldwide

major oil price increase, Poland
informed its creditors that it
couldn’t ‘'make, the U.S. payment

.due in 1981,

As banks scrambled to hastuly
reschedule the Polish repayment, it
quickly became obvious to those on
the inside that much of the interna--
tional aggregate debt was anchored
to a base of fiscal quicksand. )

Quietly, many financial institu-
tions began 10 press American*and

Can a Country Go “Bankrupt™?

canomists specializing in

the international debt -
threat assume generally that
national bankruptcy 1s not
possible under present
conditions.

Bankruptcy per sa is a
legal concept. it would
require a court of taw to
arbitrate and to. define the
| boundaries and ~ *
responsibilities of any .’
'unilalergl national.® - R

‘affect the

bankruptcy proceeding
Na suchrinternational
-court ‘ot bankruptcy now.
" exists, nor is there an .
internationally accepted
body of laws that would
govern such proceedings.
¥ Yet national declaration
_of either bankruptcy or
detault would radically

country, instantly cutting
- itself off from additional

war..

defaulting

monetary and physical aid.

<'C1Iar;e economist equates a
ational declaration of
detault with an act ot

. Today, while about $200
thousand million of the -
aggregate international debt
is considered in d& faclo .
datault, central banking
systems as the International
Monatary Fund (IMF); the
Bank tor International

Settiements (BIS) and the
U.S. Federal Reserve
System are working
feverishly in cooperation
with tending institutions,
debt-ridden countries and
other governments to
renegotiate this debt and
reschadulé payments.
The problem with any
major rescheduling program
is that future economic
shocks and recessions
cannot ba fully foresaen
and could topple any

- grrangement. .

.The PLAIN TRUTH
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European povernments o
safepuards o the ewwat of an
impendog disaster -

The intermational deby dgain
blazed acroas the front papes of
newapapers an late summer of
FO82 when Mexico announced that
it couldn’t keep up anterest pay-
ments

Brazil s now b m.l\ Able to keep
sts head above the imancial morass,
and Argentana floats i the same
Boar. Add to this that dozens of
other developing mationy queue up
almost d.nl)\lskmg “banks
reschedule thait interest and pnn
cipal payments .

Where Will It End?

Many banks have made nosseeret of
therr desire to cut Joose and pull
back from the brink - After the
Mexnico cnisis, bankers began o put
pressure on Presdent Ronald Rea-
gan to ncrease the US quota to
the IME by 50 1o 100 percent. @f
something teraible happened to the
mternational loun structure, they
reasoned, the additional money 1n
the IMF could cover the bad
debts,

As Mexico teetered on the brink
of fiscal disaster, the U S. Treasury
quickly comphied with a massive
infusion of funds, followed by addi-
tional sums from the major indus-
trial nations.

The US. government has inter-
vened twice since; once in provid-
ing a fiscal life preserver in oil pre-
payments, agricultural credits and
short-term loans to Mexico, and
again with a hastily arranged short-
term loan to Brazil.

.
BNTTN

. natongel

The Ulmited Seates “abse passed

e Mucretary- € antrol Act of 1980,

perinitting thy Federal Reserve
Syatem 1o pssume part of the e
debit and seue Fedoral
Renersg sotes an collaterial Howev.
or,an The Fed alreads B sts bands
full smoncuzmg the US debt, ot
would G dinastions to see a Hood
of 1: rrency beig released to
cover the magor gebis of)l aun
America, Asia and Lastern bu-
n'npc' .

Fhe DM o ats credst. Yo gueet-
Iy demanded the debt-ndden coun-
toes tooamtall acceptable austenity

debt \upmﬂ avia,

welfare and food subsidies  remov-
Al of these im a starving nation
wicans riots and political turmoii:
Few ceonomists held any hope for
orderly servicing of the national
Rumsmiu and
Poland

I'he warmiig ll.l;w .m: ot dml
nding high  “Falure 1o manage
and diffuse these strains.” warns
Mr Yoicker, “could deal a serious
bluw o the recovery of the.Lintted
States and the world ¢conomy ™

Reahwbically, despite public of-

forts to paper over hasels concealed
panic, the situaton ooks bleak.

Country (US$ blllons**)

South Amorlcan Eg.ononllu qt 5 Gunc-

lntomallonal Debt*

~

Inflation

Unsmployment* L Rate"*

-k -
Avgonllna 40
Bolivia 2
Brazil T80
Chile 21
Colombia 9
Ecuador 6
Peru 1
Uruguay
Venezuels 28

12%
11%
15%
20%
1%
12%
25%
14%
A

60%
118%
31%
20%
45%
101%
45%
20%

‘a8 of July 1983 t to th

de of millions In British usage

s

horate d Vre oy
measures (o shore up flagging ccon-
omies . -~
But. there 15 a defimite limit to
IMF measures. What measure
would ever be effective for a Third

" World economy whose social and
f%nciul lifc resembles a raging

oon”?
Austenity measures mean  cut-
backs 1n such socual programs as

y

Meceung in Paris, senior cconomists
and government officials from the
(:roup of 30 (the 30 largest indus-

“trialized nations) 1ssued a state- -

ment asserting that the debt situa-
tion isn't: likely to collapse in the
near future. But they readily admit
that it will take several years for
Third World economies to heal fol-
lowing the ravaging by high inter-

WhyAre the Banks Upéet?

ince the trst financial
Sshocks of the late
1970s, private banks and
lending instituhions have_
been endeavoring to
decrease ther nsks and
involvement in the
international debt situation.
These institutions have
managed to erect
‘sateguards and obtain
- I bail-out measures for most
-] of their remaining s

outstanding loans

Yet, more than one
seventh ot the.nternational
debt remains unsecured
and guaranteed by little
more than the good taith of
the debt-ndden countries
This is what causgs
banking executives'tc
reach for the sedatives at
night. -

Ot the .nine largest

- American banks, about 113 -

percent of stockholders’
equity 1s hed up w loans to
Mexico. Argentina and
Brazi Were a signiticant
portion of this amount

- declared n default, the
banks would kkely require

‘heavy government

" assistancafo remain- open:
Ak tivee countries have

~ asked for.new wcchoduknq

of payments.

Bankeu readoty admn

that there 15 Iittle hkelhood
. that the internationai debt
will ever be tully repaid.
painting to the unlikely
avent that the domestic
United States debt also will
ever be lully repaid Some
loans will be paid in tull,
while others will be
renewed and extended.
The banks hope developing
" countries will reach the
" point where they can’
savvice their dabts by
making intarast payments
Oﬂ time.
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est rates and severe worldwide
recesson.

The source of this forcknowledge

- s avaslabie in a book widely avail-

Other ceonomists rcp)ulurl) qual-»~ able in dunns of Innguugu. but

ify therr forecasts, asserting that
the situation remains critical: and
unstable. A series of independeint
wrong decisions coulti,wpiﬂe the
entire picture.

bcc.urm -from what cconomists

call the “irresponsible  doomsday

scenario”” can only come’ from
magor industrialized nations work-
ing closely together. Martin S,
Feldstein President Reagan’s ¢hiel
ceonomist, summed it-up: Ul s
surely true, as Benjamin Franklin
said in quite a diffierent context,
that *We must all hang togetheér, or
we shall all hang separately ™™
But most privagely adout  th;

- the ‘potental for a major, awesonic

ly destructinve fiscal holuuus(
remains alarmangly high ,/

The Unexpected Outcome

Other cconomists and political
leaders, not content merely to wait
out the crisis, now call for more
radical soliationy

rarcly. ever, consulted in eco-
A w N
nomic matters. Wc call it the Holy
Bible
The terrtble drony is that this
“overlooked book ctpl.lins the
underlying laws of economics---the
means to avoid fiscal disaster —
.but economists _hive not rcalwcd
it.
This book explains the cause’of
anflation (Hdg 1:6). thg biblical
tules governing interest rates (Ex.
22:25). the only fully cffective way
to adjust for long-term cconomic
rowth (Lev. 25) and, a truly cqui-

/table welfare and social security

system {Deut..26:12-15). »

Yet, it as virtually ignored - and
that accounts “for the reason the
mations face so ﬂlULh u.onomlc l,ur-
moil-today.

You see, these laws prlalncd in
the Bible are just that .-faws. But
they différ. from the taws that
"humanity legislates. God's laws

cannot be detied without incurring,

a visible setback.-If

The fiscal

and political risks

.. are without
precedent in the .

~ postwar world.”

o j they are -defied, the

“adverse effects gccu--

mulate.

Perhaps Jyou have
heard that *the "Bible
forbids ‘actions based
on greed. Can you

imagine what the fiscal . .

outlook would be like
today if that single pre>
cept was widely fol-
lowed !

“These are princi-
ples_that no one could
follow in today's busi-

ATLAN = SVOMA

Writing in Foreign Affairs,
Albert Bressand (deputy director
of the Institut Francais des.Rela-
tiohs Internationales (IFRI) de-

clared, *. .. national policymakers.

have obviously lost control over
their much cherished spheres of
cconomic autonomy.’” Dr. Bressand
asserts that the West must now rec-
ognize the de facto existence of a
global cconomy.

Wilt the world ultimately be
forced to (,mbracc a global econo-
my? e

Yes! Two woarale world econo-
mics are coming—one to follow lhc
other!

18

snort.

But continued dchancc will only
bring disaster on all, including the
grccdy' Humanity must realize that
“time is quickly expiring—the foom
for maneuvering has all but disap-
peared!

Perhaps you did not realize that
there are only two basic ways of
life. Science and economics know
little, if anything, about these two
ways of life. :

Humanity has but two choices: to
embrace a way of life summarized 4s--

a way of giving. o outflowing love;
or a way of “get,” of competitively
taking with no concern for others.

ness world,” some may’

The latter way of life in operation in'
every nation today virtually guaran-
tees eventual destruction!

Sadly. it appears humanity
remains bent on choosing the latter

way, which will lead to the startling, .

prophesied rise of a new consortium
of nations in Europe and the rise of a
new worldwide ¢conomy in an
attempt o get “wround- the conse-
quence of today's greed and seltish-
ness iu the marketplace (Rev. 18:11-

. A8: Ezek. 27:1-36). This world eco-

nomic system will incvitably fali

(Rev. *18:11). to be replaced by ane
cilicient. prosperous, internationally -

linked economy, personally directed
by -the .divine Personage who origi-
nally revealed all cconomic law:
Jesus Christ, the sénof God.

Look to This!
‘-‘Mylhu'lugi(.' fantasy? Hardly. The

cconomic laws revealed ' by Jesus
under the guidance of God- the

-Father are the only answer, even in
‘this competitive world. ]'hcy work!

God hinself declares, “*Prove Me
npw in this,' says the Lord of hosts,

“if*1 will not open for you the win-

dows of heaven and pour out for you
such blessing that there will not be
room“enough to. receive it " (Mal.
3:10. RAV). These ‘are not lightly
madg statements-—-they are authori-
tative promises thait God fulfills to
those who seek to obey him., =

God is not against people.making -

profits, as long as they're honest

rofits. God' wants you to “prospcr'

in"all things™ (111 John 2).

We announce a way that_lgen‘ J

both.yourself and your neighb

If you truly seek understan lng
bath of the background to thé con-
temporary fiscal crisis 3n

mankind fails to lift this world“‘

from devastating war, poverty and
other ills, we have twq (ree booklets
to offer you.

If you're interested, and you
should be, write for your free
copies. of Never Before Under-
stood—Why Humanity Cannot
Sol‘fl Its Evils and Managing
Your Personal Finances. These
cye-opening ‘booklets carry no fur-
thier obligation—they are presented
free in the public interest.

God's ways’ are simple, yet pro-
‘found. ‘May God help, the people in
this world to understand and apply

'. them' a

" ' . The ewu TRUTH
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Evolutlomsts

A

~Only...

by Clayton Steep

-

For too long the creatlon versus evolution controversy has revolved
‘ around pomts of - sccondary 1mportancc It’s time to get to the hcart of the matter!

OST ‘“‘creationists”
are guilty of the

very. thing they .

.accuse evolution-

ists of doing: mxsmterprctmg-

the evidence!

Actually, the commonly ac-
“cepted religious concept of cre-
ation has changed’ little since

the earth’is flat.
* Only-some six or so thousand
years ago, according to this cof-

cept, God created “‘out of nothmg ’

‘the universe and everything'in Yit,
Not only docs thm idca evcrloo

- ation, it also represents a misinter-
pretation of the physical evidence
to support a prcconcclvcd and grro-
neous notion.

Onc can only wonder how many
educated people have rejected the
whole idea of special creation
merely because~they have not
heard .the true biblical account.
The biblical account of c“eation, as
recorded in ‘the first chapters of
Genesis; is compatible with’ the
entire body of provable, observa-
ble, measurably, recardable scien-
tific data. What this'means js that

-the physical evidence of and by, -or

itself does not require cheosing
between an evolutionary process
on the one hand or belief in & u’ni-
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" verse that is only about 6,000 years

old on the othcr hand Let us,
cxplam

What the Blble Really Savs

Where. most’ *Creationists™ err "is
that they assume the "Bible places

““the creation of the universe at a

point in time about six or so thou-
sand years ago. The Bible, however

_ says nothing aboéit such an idea.
medieval lheologlans insisted |

Genesis 1:1 states, “'In the begin-

. ning God. created- the heaven and

. the earth.” Those words describe a
completé'.gpi,sodc in the prehistory
of the universe. There follows a
timve lapse of indefinite length
between this verse and the verse

- #thé actual biblica) ac;qmﬁnt of cré-y that follows—a time lapse that may

well have spanned multiple millions

-of years as measured by scientists

using radiometric dating methods.
The Bible does not describe this
period in great detail. nor reveal
how long it lasted: :

As verse two of Genesis | opens,
we are confronted with a totally
different scene. We now see an
earth that had come to be in ruins,
in darkness and covered with water.
Some great disaster had befallen
the earth.

The English word ‘was in this
verse is better translated “‘became”
“came to be.” “Now the earth

- became without form, and voidg

and darkness came to be -upon the

face of the deep.” (See the New

Y

International Veéersion rendering
and footnote.)

This revelation of earth’s history
i$ .important because the second
major error most creationists' make
is to attribute the near totality of
earth’s strata to a flood in Noah's
day. They overlook the physical
evidence of events, including flood-
4dng, before and up to the climax of
Genesis -1:2! .

From verse two the Gcncsns
account goes on to describe a re-
creation, how God reshaped and
refashioned, nearly 6,000 years ago,
the already existing, but now deso-
late*earth. The Bible thus reveals
an carlier periad for the carth and
its original inhabitanis long before
man was created. :

Why Evolution Then?
Many evi

tionists have taken for
granted the false explanation of the
Bible. They have therefore con-
cluded that the written biblical
record -of creation could not be
true. Having carelessly set aside the

biblical account, -educators and
scientists were left with no choice

" but to believe in some form of evo-

lution and to interpret all physical
evidence accordingly.

One highly celebrated propol'em
of evolution who totally rejects the
traditional—and fals¢—cxplana-
tion given to the Genesis record of
creation conceded in private, “The
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evolutionary explanation-m»y not
be Tomplete or compelhng but
nothing else is possible.”

In other words, the evolutionist,
after he has left'the Creator out of
the pictiirey because he found the
tradmoﬁal lnlcrpretatlon of Gene-
sis-to bé'in error; has no choice but
to try making evolution work. As
lhis well-known author remarked,

“‘no alternate cxplanatlon to evolu-
tion is possible.”

Evolutignists are stuck with evo-
lution. This, in spite of the fact that
they cannot adequately explain the
mechanism by which .evolution is
supposed t> have. taken place.
"There are all those gaps in tlie
“evolutionary tree.”

Oh. there have been attempts to
fill those gaps— with a measure of
wishful~thinking. Charles Darwin,

—for example; wrote in The Origin of

Species that “the number. of inter-
mediate rand’ transitional .links,

between all living and extinct spe--

cies, must have been inconceivably
great. But assuredly, if"this theory
be true [he doesn’t sound con-
vinced!]. such rmust have lived

upon the earth” (gmphasis ours).
“Must haveX/But where? When?
Who has found™Re proof that this

“inconceivably great’” host of inter-
. mediate species existed? Where are
all those missing links that “‘must
have” lived on carth? One hundred
years after Darwin thm essential
proof is embarrassingly ‘absent!
Even a‘sizable numbér of &volu-
tionists have come to” accept that

“transitional links™ will nevér be -
found. But gince they are aware of .

no plausible alternative-to eyolution
that would involve God, the Cre-
ator is kept out of the picture. In an
effort to bridge the gaps in the bio-
logical record, as revealed in geol-
ogy, the'idea of “*punctuated evolu-
tion,” or evelution by leaps, has
attracted recent interest. If; howev-
er, a long, slow process of evolutionr
has failed to leave a credible record,
it is certain an evolution-by-leaps
has left even less of one.

Some seek to get around the dif-

ficulties in the evolutionary concept.

by resorting to a form of theistic

evdlution. This brings God into the’

evolutionary process. But only far
enough to get cvolution over the
rough spots like the origin of the
first living cells, missing links and

other such troublesome_problems.
It is merely another €ffort to inter-

oret the physical évidence without
giving God the credit.”

Not that the Bible is spccuﬁcally
a science textbook. It is not. But
where the Bible speaks on scientific
matters, it is in harmony with the
facts of science.

Correclly understood, the Gene-
sis a&zcdu@t renders totally unneces-
sary any® aitempt to explain the
physical evidence in evolutionary
“terms. Consider a couple of the

popularly cited “proofs™ of evplu-

tion and see how easily thcy ﬁ into
the biblical account of:creation.
Evolutionary science places heavy
emphasis on comparative embryolo-
gy. So what if the embryos of
humans, chickens, pigs and turtles
look similar at certain stages in their
development? That's mo problem.
One Designer designed. them all-
Why wouldn't there be similarities?
Why wouldn’t there be a repetition of
themes just as individual buildings by
the same architect or different mod-
els of aulOITIQbIh:S made by the same
company niay have similarities?
Most hog8s and most automobiles
look simil#t in the early stages of
manufacture. So it is with embryos.
« A pig embryo, however, never
becomes a chicken. Nor a chicken a
turtle. Nor a turtle a human. Each
reproduces after its kind.

But what is the origin of the differ-
ent “kinds" with their individual
characteristics?, Evolutionists have
derided creationists for continually
citing examples of the *“‘wonders of
nature.” But such chiding does not
answer the question: How can the

design evident in the “wonders of .

“ nature” be explained? The skill of the

garden spider in building its web, the |

interdependent partnership between
certain thsects and flowers, the dead-
eye accuracy of the archer fish, the
entertaining antics of dolphins and
seals, the agile trunk of elephants,
and man himgelf-—an assemblage of
30,000,000,080 living cells function-
ing harmoniously, capable of
thought, of emotion, of expression,
able to split atoms he cannot see or to
construct immense gdifices—these
and incalculable numbers of other
*“wonders™ cannot be rationally
accounted for by a blind, purposeless,
unintelligent, ! time-and-chance pro-
cess of evolution.

The subject cannot be avoided.
Nor can the conclusion: Design
demands a Designer!'

What about the “‘survival of “he
fittest™? Which schootthild has not,
tead about the light-colored moths

.and the dark-colored moths on the

tree trunk? The light-colored ones,
if more conspicuous, are quickly eat-
en by birds. The dark moths survive
because they are less visible.

“See?™ proclaim the evolutionists,’

“survival of the fittest.” And indeed
it is”The principle of survival of the
fittest does have a place in the natural
scheme. But it does not bring about a
change from one life form to another!,

- It does not explain the arrival of the

fittest. It merely helps detgrmine the

survivability under given conditions

of varieties naturally occurring with-
in the boundaries of cach Genesis
kind. The dark-colored moths do not
become somelhmg else. They are still
moths. And so they shall ever be.

These are two of the primary
proofs givep for evolution. And yet,
as these examplesillustrate, the phys-
ical evidence of and by itself does not
require an evolutionary explanation.
In order to fit into the concept of
evolution the physical evidence must
be interpreted according to evolu-
tionary thought. It is not the evidence
itself that is even the central issue in
the creation versus evolution contro-
versy. It is the interpretation of that
evidence that is the crux of the whole
matter!

In other words, the evidence used
or discovered by evolutionists does
not pose a problem for creationists
whq understand the true biblical
account of creation.

S.oing the Facts Clearly

Interpretation of evidence is one
thing. There is unfortunately, how-
cver, another factor sometimes at
work: lack of candor. The Plain
Truth published an arti¢cle some
months ago asserting that the mar-
velously complex human eye could
not have evolved from *‘primitive”
eyes. An inquiring reader sent a
copy of the Plain Truth article-to an
evolutionist editor for comment.

Notice how the arswer he received -

obscures the facts.
“Eyes in existence today,” the
evolutionist wrote back, “‘range all

the way from light-sensitive spots .

(Continued on page 28)
’ The PLAIN TRUTH
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WANOW GENE,
What Is Wrong3

~by Rodenck C. Meredith

TIO

Why do the “good times” sought by young people often turn sour?’

all the other kids. I want

to be.free. | want to expe-
rience life and not have to be
tied down by a dull job and a
dull marriage.” /

Sound familiar?

It ought to. For a whole genera-
tion millions of tecenagers and
young 20s have wanted fun and ful-
fillment.
and they each want it for ME.

A genuine cultural revolution
has been in the making. In the last
20 years a literal flood of books has
appcared on understanding and
improving the self. We have been
abruptly exposed to.greaier accep-
tance of sexuality both in and out
of marriage, a new preoccupation
with the body and physical fitness
and, above, all, to a frantic search
for the “good life,” ripe with lei-
sure, new experiences, fun and
games.

Where has it all been leading?

“IJUST want to hgvc fun like

The Results ) /

The “aaw gcneratlon has fallen
far short of achieving genuine hap-
piness and ' self-fulfillment. Life-
experiments have not been self-ful-
filling. Many are shocked to find
themselves with a broken marriage,
a ruined carccr or simply a
_depressed state.of mind. "

Far teenagers, the “‘now genera-
tion” philosophy has. produced
boaming rates of suicide, new vene-
real discases, raging :icohol and
drug abuse. Millions of unmarried
tecnage girls become pregnant.
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And they want it NOw:

Instead of rearing children they

conceive, hundreds of thousands of
these “‘me generation’ girls allow
life t0"be snuffed out by abortion!

With unremitting emphasis on
fun and on self-fulfiliment, the
“now” or *“‘me generation’ philo-
sophically  presupposes that eco-

‘nomic well-being is virtually a

‘right, to be guaranteed by the gov-
ernthent. This assumptipn has run
into troubTe—even in societies
relative abundance.

According to the 1980 U.S. cen-.
sus, there are 1.8 million children .

in America alone who have no adult
at home after school. And there are
millions of “latchkey™ children
worldwide. ’ ‘

Why? ‘

Well, the-story goes, the. molhers
need to work.

- Or the family “needs” (6 have a
bigger income so they can have the
“good life.”

Maybe the woman has to work
because she’ is divorced. Or, per-
haps, her husband deserted her.

Again, WHY?

Becauge in lf&:c vast ma}orlly of
divorce cases o
the marriage are trying to “get’ " all
they can, and “give” as little as
possible. That certainly has been
my expéricnce as one involved in
hundreds of marriage counselings
over the past 30 years!

And desertion by the husband
and father is an even more obvious
example of total selfishness and
thoughtlessness. A U.S. congres-
sipnal report showed that 79 per-
cent of divorced fathers nationwide
do NOT suppaort their own children.

or both parties tor

.
Pure selfishness in most cases.

In another area where children~

are ‘seriously affected, a shocking
article from the April 1983 Ladies
Home Journal reports the horrify-
ing facts regarding child pornogra-
phy. The article quotes. Bruce Rit-
ter, founder of New York, City's
Covenangglouse, a nonproﬁt yauth
shelter: ®*This sickness exists,” he
tates, ““because a small-segment of
society wants it, another segment
profit by it, and thg rest aren’t
doing anything about it.™. ’

It's hard to believe that that kind
of mind exists! But it does.

And, please, let's not asstMe
that all ofsthe rapists, robbers, drug
addicts, drug dealers, pornogra-
phefs,schild pornographers, adul-
tercrs wife beaters, child abusers
and homosexuals are out on some
itl-detted fringe of socigty!

Emphhals on Seif

The “me gcm,r.mon concentrates
s0 sharply on pcrson.;l desires that
instead of achieving the intimate
relationships they yearn for, they
grow further apart front others In
focusing on lhcir.,nwr} needs, they
l%iscover that their inner journcy

rings loneliness and depression.
They want to expand’ their lives,
but the strategy they use.constricts
them—gdrawing them inward
toward the ever-narrowing, closed
off “Me:"

Too many ar¢ preoccupied with
their. innes, psychological needs.
They| think of self as a vast assem-
blugg of “‘needs™  no matter how
infantile or sclish:,

. (C onmy on page 43}
T2
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by Ronald D Kelly ,

-

' Millions are being spent in an atteiipt to contact othe ‘1h. "
in the universe. What will be found? :
. .. L d
I LOOK up 1nto a  movies and wonder f someday  outer space, perhaps they will be
{ ., black sky. dotted there will indeed be Star Wars  broadcasting on one of those mil- -
with mill‘ions of with beings from other planets hons of frequencies. And scientists

“stars, and we won-
der s there life out-there?
Are there other creatures
I stmilar to hte on carth? Are
there life forms totally differ-
ent |r9m ours”?

Or s there no life at all n
outer space” Is planct Farth
unigue”’

These questions have puzzied
P : nanhind tor centunies Fven mod-
. ern men are bewildered about mys-

Ctenous places such as Nazea in
Peru and the Bermuda Trangle.
Science fiction writers have capi-
.«qul on our natural cunosity and
hhve produced hundreds of books,
magazine articles and movies on
the subject of life in the universe.

Throngs see such movies as

E.T. Uhe Extraterrestrial.
People are intrigued by futurist
.22

J.‘.

“y

There Is

vant 10 be ready to receive their
* messages.
On the other hand, our own

From Fantasy to Serious Business

Blut man has now moved from fiction
10 an carnest scarch for life in outer  modeen technologies have .made
space If there is life-out thefe, per-  _possible satétlite telecommunica-
haps some scientists reason-- thcy,/uons that could be’ iptercepted or
“are trying to contact us. " received by other life forms -if
The California Institute of Tech-  such life exifted in other lm.mom
nology’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in the uaiverse.
(JPL) and NASA’s Ames R&search There is a plaque attached to
Center have launched a program to  one of our space probe vehicles.
scarch the universe for radio signals  Engraved on the plaque is the
from intelligent extraterrestrial civi- - genetic code for human life and stick -
lizations. A spectrum analyzer now drawnnz.,s of a man and woman. Just
being built and tested will monitor  in case the spacecraft would be inter-
nearly 70,000 separate ‘microwave  cepted, capturéd or crash into anoth-
channels and examine them for signs, er planct on which life exiyts, scien- .
of intelligent signals. tists would like thent to know the
A unit being designed at Stan-  makeup of our life. -
ford University in California will
be able, in the future, o examine
microwave signals and split them .
into nearly 10 million channels.
The theory is, if there is life in

AN
What Has Been Dlacovored
So Far?
Flforla o uml.u.l lile beyond our
planet have, up 1o now, yiclded
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nothing We have been
able 1o send manned
spacecraft anto carth's
ot We have been able
to send men to the moon
and return them safely.
tvery eflort of the vari-
ous space programs  has
~o far demonstrated no
torm of physical life
¢nists, or over did, other

than our own life on -

planet Eatth.
" Through the Pioneer,
Muriner and Voyager
space programs spon-
sored by the US. gov-
crnment, prized informa-
-tion and marvelous pic-
tures have beew sent to
. carth from space. Close-
up pictures of Mars and
other plancts aré- beauti-
ful and- exciting. Such space

‘probes Have proved beyond any

shadow of doubt that no intelli-
gent life exists on those plancts
and astrobodies that have thus far
been explored.

Meanwhile, in human eagerness
to contact other life forms, there
have been hundreds of accounts of
people. who have allegedly scen
unidentified flying objects. So

‘common are reports of such-sight-

ings that the tnitials UFQ are
commonplace in our vocabulary.

Some universities and govern-
ments have established research
centers Lo investigate and attempt
an explanation for the claims
about unidentitied flying objects.
In the vast majority of cases stud-
ied, a logical explanation has
proved those sightings were
weather balloons, cloud forma-
tiops, reflectuons ofl flying arcraft
or other cqually Jlogical explana-
tHons.

In other cases, the whole atTair
was proved to bé a complete
Hoax & made-up story o attract
publicity or attention.

Whit we have discovered is that
extreme temiperatures and  hostile
enavironments (to man) not only
make life as we know it next to
impossible on those plancts, but
makes life in any form of existence
highly improbable. Huge telescopes
have made it possible to view astro-
bodics light years from our own
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carth. Still, no hint of intelligent
life
But There I8 Life Out Thara!

The onc form of life that does exist
and always has existed will never be

" discovered by the largest existing

radio telescope.

The newest spectrum- analyzer
that will monitor some 10 million
channels will not receive messages
from these beings.

Yes, there is life beyond our

‘planct. And that lifc is interested

in what happens on carth. Beings
in outer space have sent messages
to the ecarth. There have been
visits to the earth and at least one
major visit is projected for the
future.

But it's not the science-fiction-
type visit fantasized by writers-- »
little green men landing a space-
craft in a wheat ficld commanding
the farmer, “Take me to your lead:
er . )

‘Therc have been at least five
individuals in human history who
haye seen and described the only
provable form of life beyond .our
carth’'s atmosphere. These men
have unimpt.at.hablc credentials—

“men of great |nu.gr|u And we

have written accounts of what they
observed.

From their accounts we can
understand what intelligent life
forms really exist in the universe.

The names of those who have
seen and  written descriptions “of
extraterrestrial Mbe are Isaiah, Jere-
miah, Ezekiel, Paul and<ghn. And
their accounts are found in the
pages of the books we call the

Bible.

The Creator God-

First and foremost, the greatest
hte that exists in the extraterres-
trial s the one who made all
life - the great Creator God.
There s no lile greater than God.,
And he brought all other life
forms into existence. | realize that
will not win a. popularity contest
in many scientific circles  but it
is the absolute truth.

God cannotr be put into a testd
tube. He cannot be analyzed with o
spectrophotometer. Hé has no ana-
tomical (physical) weight. He can-
not be felt, smelled, tasted, touched

or seen by physical means. God is
spirit.. not matter (John 4:24).
Thus, many scientists reject hlc.
existence. ¢

Thosc who belicve in creation are
often ridiculed by certain members
of the scientific community. Ll[&
on earth, many scientisis reason, js

the result of blind chance-—a hap- -

penstance “*big bang™ that occurred
in the universe hund;{'ds of mil-
lions of years ago.

Then, say scicatists whd opposc
creation, just the right chemical
combinations resulted in the evolu-
tionary process that has developed
all the physical hfe forms on
carth. »

. They reason further, I it hap-
pened on carth, then perhaps it

happened glsewhtre in our um-~

verse.” )
e
The scientific community as a

whole has rejected the existence of

a Creator God (and though some
have not rejected his existence,
most have repudiated his revealed
message to mankind). Therefore
the knowledge of other hfe forms
as revealed in the Bible has been

excluded and subjected 1o ridi- 4

cule. -

But all the while, the one Being
who doces exist in the universe— the
one who created 1t all  sent this
message: “For this 1s what the Lord
says- +he who created the heavens,
he is God; he who fashioned and
made the carth, he founded it; he
did not create it to be empty, but
formed it to be inhabited - he says:
‘I am the Lord. and there is no
other’ ™ (Isa. 45:18, NIV through-
out).

The plan God is working out .in
this universe is being worked out
on planct Earth and is being ful-
filed by human beings. In the
pages of The Plain Truthwg tell
what that plan is  what the ceal
purpose for human life is. .

In addition, timely booklets “and
books ar¢ available to Plain Truth
readers. If you - haven't ‘read our
booklet Why Were Youw Born?,
write for it immediately. Also, Her-
bert W. Armstrong's book The
Incredible Human Potential will
answer many qucstions about the
meaning of life, where we are head-
¢d, what the future halds. All our
literature is free, so write today or

a3
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call” our 1ol free nomber of vou
reside in the - contunental United
States.
. Yes, there is extraterrestrial
life  spirit life  including hosts
of created angelic *beings in the

universe. And from the eyewitness .

accounts of Isaiah, Ezckiel, John
and the others, we can know what
that extraterrestrial life is like.

First, the Throne of God

Late in the tirst century A.D., the
apostle John,was a Roman prisoner
on the Acgearn isle. of Patmos. In
vision. the apostle saw the throne of
God*and the bcauly of its surround-
ings

- A vivid dtw.nptmn is found in
the fourth chapter of Revelation.
Here. John describes the glory and
majesty of extraterrestrial life. He
does not picture little green men
speeding through the universe in
flying saucers. But he does describe
majestic spirit beings. -

. John portrays an awesome
throne on what appears to be a plat-
form of clear crystal. Over the
throne is an cmerald-hued rain-

~ bow. *

When God speaks, . his voice
resembles roaring thunder. From
the throne of God streak what
appear. to the human, mind to be
blinding flashes of lightning.

The glorified appearance of the
Creator is described in Revelation
1: “His head and hair were white

‘like wool, as white as show, and

his eyes were like blazing tire. His
feet were like bronze glowing in a
furnace, and his voice was like the
sound of rushing waters. . .. His
face was like the sun shining in all
its brilliange™ (verses 14-16).

Seated on 24 thrones before God
and Jesus Christ are 24 spirit
beings Joha simply identifies as
“elders.” They are clothed in white
robes and wear gold crowns. These
24 could be considered the “adviso-
ry council” to Ged. _

In addition to the 24 clders are
other living creatures, described by

Ezckiel—cherubim. Contrary to

common misconception, cherubim
are not chubby creatures with little
wings and tiny bows and ar

that they shoot into young loiie}s
Cherubim are powm ful sp)

beings who are top aides-at God's
throne. Some transport the majes-
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tic throne as God directs. (See Eze-
kicl 10:10-14 for a further descrip-
tion.) .

In addition to these cherubim,
therc are others who alsd hold the
position or rank called archangel.

than 100 million angels and said
in addition ther¢ were thousands
upon {housands (Rev. 5:11). So,
additional extraterrestrial life

. exists in abundance --hundreds of

millions of angels.

Two of these magnificent’ -being: Angels perform a varicty of
stretch out their wings over”the .functions” in the government of
es arc

throne of God. Their n
Gabriel and Michael.

At onc time, anothcr archangel
or cherub resided at God's throne

~as a covering cherub. The story of,
this being is told in Ezekiel 28:12-
14 and lIsaiah 14:12-15. His name

meant “‘shining star of morn+
ing" — |lghl bringer” “*truth
bringer” — Lucifer in Laun .
Long before the time of Adam,
Lucifer was given responsibility to
adminigter God’s government on

the planet Earth. In the course of .

time, Lucifer’s vanity and lust led
him to form a rebellion against
God—he tried to ascend and seize

the throne of God and rule over -

all the angelic beings God had

-created.

Lucifer drew one third of the
angels with him in the rebellion
(Rev. 12:4). Their coup was unsuc-
cessful. Lucifer and the mutinous
angels were cast down to earth

where they have resided in a hostile |
‘state of mind ever since.

Lucifer became Satan the devil,
the adversary of God. The seditious
angels became demons.

Satan has injected his hostile
state of mind into human minds for

the past near 6,000 years of human *

history since the creation of man.
Satan is even the god of this world
(IT Cor. 4:4), the prince of the
power of the air (Eph. 2:2) and has
been responsible for deceiving this
whole world (Rev. 12:9).

When Christ returns to reestab-
lish the government of God on the
earth, Satan (Lucifer) and all the
demons” will be taken, bound in a
giant abyss and rendered totally
powerless for 1,000 years (Rev.
20:2-3).

A Holi of Angels

‘Of course, if one thirdof the angels,
that God created rebetled with
Lucifer, that means two thirds did
not rebdl—they remain fanht"ul to
God.

When John saw the vision of ¥ portion of his famnly from\§odom

God’s throne, he witnessed more

" God. They have been used {)o

transmit portions of God's law.
When God gave Moses his law,
God himself thundered the holy
law to all Israel fromyMount Sirai
and then wrote the Ten Com-
mandments .on tables of stone

Wwith his own finger. The statutes

and judgments were shortly there- .
after given to Moses, mcdmted by
angels (Gal. 3:19).

The word angel comes from a
Greek word that means “‘messen-
ger.” Angels are the messengers of
God. Through angels, God in times
past revealed his message 10 lhe
prophets.

Through the apostle Paul. we
find, “Are net all angcls minister-
ing spirits sent 1o gerve those who
will inherit sal 'lion?" (Heb.
1:14).

As messengcrs of God, " the
angels furiction between the throne
of God and the earth. What the
Bible reveals about angels is (1)
they are spirit beings: (2) they are
servants of God; (3) they are gener-
ally invisible to human eyes; (4)
they do have the power to manifest
or make themselves visible to man-
kind if they choose.

The apostld said of angels, “Do
not forget -to entertajn strangers,
for by, so doing sume people have
entertained angels without knowing
it” (Heb. 13:2).

In the .days of the’ patriarch
Abraham, about 19 centuries
before lJesus, angtls came (3 tell
Abraham that his descendants
would become great nations and
also to tell him that his nephew Lot
would have to leave the wicked cnly
of Sodom. *

These angelic messengers ap-
- peared like human beings. They sat
with Abraham, talked with him,
walked alongside him and ate with
him. Recad thc account in Genesis
18.

Late:, two ang ersonatly
visited Lot and escorted and a

(Gcn 19).
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So when angels have appeared,
they appear like human beings. No
little green men No two-headed
.monsters. No flying saucers or ray |,
guns. L

So there is extraterrestrial life!
There are intelligent forms of life
in the universe other than human
life on earth! Q

It is not the Buck Rogers, Star
Wars; E.T. or Chariots of the
Gods type-science fiction. ~

Extraterrestrial life consists of
hindreds of millions of angels, ser-+
;ﬁhim (described in Isaiah 6).

A

the midst of it all, a beautiful blue
and brown fewel in theuniverse,
swaddled in clouds of white, glis-
tening agafnst thé blackness of
darkness—the planet Earth. On
earth, God created all physical life
forms that exist. The crowning glo-
ry of creation is mankind—made in
the very image of God the Cre-
ator. .

The Biblelnowhere reveals even
the slightest Rint any other creation
of physical life exjsts anywhere else
in the universe. .

Ironic, isn’t it? We are sending a

"As Pionéer, Voydger and Mariner spacecraft

-~ speed on their journeys to
nowhere in particulgr, the tarmoil. of human
life on earth goes on. .

-

-
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to nowhere in pdrticular, the tur- -

moil of human ljfe on earth goes
on. It's time to devote a lot more
time, thought and energy in con-
tacting the Creator God and
understanding his message than it
is to search the universe for pos-
sibilities of extraterrestrial physi-
cdl life forms.. .

There is a message from that.
eternal Life-force we call God to’

human beings<on earth. That mes-
sage,.simply put, is that Jesus
Christ, the Messiah, will visit thc

‘earth and establish the government

of God on it

The intervention of
God in the course ‘of
human events is vividly
dcscg'tﬁcd in the 19th
and 20th chapters of the
book of Revclation.
When extratesrestrial
beings do intervene, the
heavens will be rolled
back like a scroll, and

the Son of God will.

descend to the earth.

That message has been |

consistently taught by
the servants of God
throughout the ages. Pa-
triarchs and prophets in
the Old Testament dis-
pensation, and apostles
in the New Testament
Church and today have
proclaimed the message.

The prophesied time
for God’s intervention in
the affairs of man is at
hand. Thatevisit from
outer space will probably
occur in the lifetimes of
many or most of “you
reading this article:

In the meantime, men

vainly  scan the skies in '

an attempt to contact

chcrubimT and at God’s throne a
VNriety of spirit beings, including:
the 24 elders—and of course God
on his throne and Jesus Christ.who
sits now at his right hand (Heb.
1:3). There arc .at least two high-
ranking cherubim or archangels,
Michael and Gabriel, wh;x oversee
God’s throne. -

(3od created this vast universe
with its galaxies, the stars (suns),
the planets and their moons and, in

November/December 1983

.

3

plaque with the genectic code for
life with a stick drawing of a man
and a woman. We are trying to tell
the only life out there—including
the one who made us—what we
are. 1 wonder if God chuckles at
the plaque and the crude little
drawing?

A Message rﬁ Outside of Space .

As Pioneer) Voyager and Mariner
spacecraft speed-on their journeys

., . forms.

The creative extraterrestrial
spirit Life that really does exist is
only a prayer away, and the writ-
ten word of the Bible is that Life’s
communication to mankind.

Better it is to spend time and
effort communicating " with God
than listening to the empty crack-
ling of static on 10 million micro-
wave chapnels. With God there
will be real and tangible re-
sults. O
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RESIDENT ..

Ronald Reagan-of
the United States
"proclaimed 1983
“The Year of the -
Bible.” To religious

“eaders this was an
opportunity to focus
the eyes of the
nation on the book
of the year.

Yet how many
people who have even
read the Bible o
entirely from Genesis
to Revelation really
understand what it
says”? ]

. What a paradox it is

. that the Bible is
consistently the
best-seller every year
withh millions of copies
or portions printed and
distributed throughout
the world 'in more than
1,400 different

. languages—yet so few -

by Robert Boraker . [

: '-chd how this important .book
* can change your life.

inaccessible by any
natural means.
Without the Bible we
could never undersiand
the lessons of the past,
the meaning of the |
. present and the purpose
of life:
* Much of the Biblg is a
- record of what has
happengd when God’s

- violated—both .
individually and
nationally. God intended
that, we should learn
from the record
contained in the‘ﬁlble If
humanity would learn
from biblical history, we

" would not continue tg |
make the same mistakes '
and suffer from lhe same
results. .

Speaking of historical
cvents recorded in the
Bible, the apostle Paul
stated: “It all happened
to them by way of

" warning for bthers, and it
was written down for the

" purpose of instructing us
whose lot has been,cast
in the closing hours'of |
the world™ ( Cor. 10:11,

understand it! -
To many, the ‘Bible ~/ \ ]

has become dull, dry '

history of the ancient past—having’ nothing to do

with today’s modern space age. Yet no other book is

as up-to-date as the Bible.

The Biblg was written for our day—this
generatiod [t predicted todays‘chaotic world
conditions in which destructive forces threatén to
cxtinguish the human race. But if also reveals what
will be done to prevent world self-gnnihilation.

Bruce Barton called the Bible “S}e\:)hookﬁnpbody :
knows.” Yet in its pages are revealed the causes of
today’s ills—the social problems, the econo-mc
‘problems, international problems. -

The Bible shows where world events are loadlng
and whaf the final oytcome will be. In-the propheu_c .
. books of Isaiah, Jcr*lah Ezekiel, Daniel and -

" Revelation we are given a skeletal framcwork of past
- and future events. L4

The Bible is the writtén revelation of the Creator God .,

for mankind. It contains absolutely vital knowledge that
_everyone needs to understand—but which would be.

- .

Moffatt trans.). .

. And: “For whatever *
thlngs were written before were written for our ‘earning,
that we through the patience and comfort of the .
Scriptures might have.hope” (Rom. 15:4, RAV).

God hasrlaid bare the.lives of those with whom he has
worked over the centuries so that those who réad and
study the Bible might learn and avoid mistakes similar
to thosc made in the past .The Blblc contains the most

"meaningful case hnstori&s of human behavior e\ler
‘recorded HRE R A

Ty -

A Unique Book et 3 b

The Bible is not an ordmary bqok lt is unlque in that it
contanns ‘revealed: f(nowledge from the Creator of the
universe. The Bible is the written word of,God in print.
It is the “Maker’s Instruction Manual” to cxplam_ how
the human Gfeation is to be operated. It explains why-
the Creator, put human bcmgs on earth It mstructs us
how o live.

Human behavnor cannot be correctly interpreted.
apart from the Bxble "Why dom cvnl exist? What ls~sm"

.The PLAIN TRUTN
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great law of lave ha§ been .
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In its pages are revcaled the

«‘u-

What is good? What is *
normal and what is ‘
deviant? Only the
Word of God can

- supply thé teueunswers

to thesgsand “6t#re-; -
crucidl questions with:
whicli ‘Humanityis
faced. o
. God, through his

~swritten word, tells us

1

. assurance whar he is'a

¢

what we are, how 10, ~
livc‘ &nd how and when
we Lan dchieve qur .
ulgynatc human -
potential. The Bible .0
spclls _out the way o’

. peace and’ happiness for
. all humanity—vital
Aknowlcdge that }s
missing*from our -
schools, universities and

"even our churches.

" «The Bible claims to

be God’s revelation to -
~man of basic
.knowledge—knowledge -
of laws a.mfprmcnplcs
that ‘man is unable to

- discover for himself.

The law of gravily, for
example, is not dirgctly
revealed in the' Bible.
Ged equ»pped man with
the powers and Mmm
to discoyer the law of- -
gravity for him et

But man has ho( blc to dmovcr with
‘why he was put. here on
earth—whether there’is a real purpose for @man
life or what that purpose is. ‘Man has not been able
10 discover the true ‘way 1o peace,, fiappiness, -
" abundan{ well-being -and rc;xl success.

Only“in the Bible can one find this necé,ssary basic
knowlcdge .

> N

The Folmdatlon ot Knowledge - : e

.G msplrcd the Bible to be the vcr_ybaws‘of true

educaion. The Bible, theg.is the Joundktion of-
knowledge. |t gives the {rue approach to the .
-acquisition dlﬂknowledge in the fields bf history,
education, psychology. s.oclology and the heallh
sciences. It reveals basic.principles concerning
business, comifiérce, science, the arts, law, -

‘ government, philosophy- and religion.* | e
is the least -

.But ironically, this “book of the year”
undcrstood of all books
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«causesof today’s -~
llls-the social pfoblen;s th
o economlg problerds

Why?

Simply because when
modt people try to read
the Bible, they try to .
understand it through
the beliefs of their
particuar religious .

‘views,

Pcople could -

" understand the Blble—lf
they were really willing -
to study it and accept it

doesn’t say what most

Bible is plain and simple.
It means cxactly what it
says. If we take it as it
is—without trying to

into it—then the Bible

~sents what some have
- called “the thinking
‘man’s religion.”

For more than 25
years, the Ambassador
College Bible
Correspondence Course
has been helping
thousands to understand
what the Bible says. This
course is a totally
different method of
Bijjile study. It makes the
Bible easy to understand

- 4nd shows how it is
relevant to the space age. It is dynamic, dowp-to-earth.
It tells the truth straight from the Bible itself.
Students froam all walks of life are enrolled in this
course—-even ministers of religion. Thcy are

5
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- enthusiastically discovering new truth in their Bibles:
.with the guidance of each-lesson.

They are learning that there is hope for the

. future—that there are solutions to the s&\;mlngly
. insgluble problems of today They are leasjning the keys
. to ungderstanding Bible prophecy and the principles

that lead to success, financial security and a happy.

"abundant life: .

You, too, can begin to share these same cxpcrlenccs

_ by studying the Ambassador Collegc Bible
Correspondence Course. There is no tuition cost. To
»enroll and obtain your free lessons, write lo the office .-

nearest you. The address is an. the inside cdwer.

-Although 1983 was proclaimed “The Year of the
Bible,” the Bible should be studied daily—every year.
It is the Book of Life for all times. O

P . u .

for what it says.'And it

makes real sense. It pre-

“

people think it says. The . -

read personal opinions * |

LN
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Evolutionists " °
(Continued from page 20)

near the heads of some animals, to

*indentations, to indentations with a
membrane, loﬁlcns—lik{: membranes,
to cverything up to humans.” So
far, so good. This is evidence. It is
truc No creationist would deny:it..
“Now comegs the m(crprclallon' The
evolutionist takes, the quamum leap
- and takes for‘g){an/hcd that cvolution

has occurred. The .letter continues,

. all theé various stages in'the evo: .

’f luuon of: the eye still exi
But that is only one way of

t today.”
terpret-

ing the evidence. That is not proof. A

creationist could just as-easily say
that “all the various kinds of eyes
God created still exist today.” -

_But then the evolutionist clouds”

the issue even further. He concludes

his short reply, “By looking at [alt-

world, thén,.we can ecasily see how
something as complex as the eye
‘could evolve.” .
Notice that! “Could évolve.” Is he
«claiming it did évolve that way? Is
he claiming that if you line up all
existing eyes in the living world in
order of complexity, from the light-
sensitive spots to the human eye,
that the arrangement would: show
how the eye evolved? No, he is not.
He would be laughed out of the labo-
ratory by his fellow evolutionists.
Why? Because,if you line up all
livingcreatures in an order based

(hc varieties of eyes in] the living

solely on the complexity of their

eyes—from simple eyes to complgx
eyes—the position of the creatures
themselves in such -a lingup would
be ou of conformuty with the “evo-
_lutioriary-tree.”
The* statement, en,. that by
lookirig at all the different eyes “we
can easily see how something as

+ g complex as the eye could ewolve”

implies what evolution itself cannot
support Yet <this type of reason-
ing—gven in tcxtbooks—mlsleads
many people.

When all is said and done, we are
still left with the question, how did
the different eyes devélop if they
were not created?

“The Creator's Credentials

The,realm of the physical sciences
confines itself to what can be experi-
mented with, observed, measured
and wcigheq—lhc physical, material

universe. While mny scientists—
including evolutionists—may allow
for the possible existence of. God,
most frcely admit they do not allow -
" belief in the spiritual to affect their
theories. They pride themselves in
their powers of inductive reasoning.
But they leave. out data from- an
entire dimension—the spiritual.

it—measure -it. There ts,* then, a

bullt -in anusupematural bias lin

,most scientific reasomng

At is no wonder science never.ev
claims t6°have the truth! Rather, its_
avowed goal is only to find.a closer -
approximation to “tryth.” Signifi-

‘cantly, the Bible describes as one of

the characteristics of our times that
some would be “ever learning, and
never able to come to the knowledg
of the truth™ (11 Tim. 3:7)"

Jesus Christ, promised his follow-
rs, “Ye shall know the truth, and
he trurh 'shall make you free”
John 8:32). He meant spiritual

truth, certainly. But not exclysively.
He also meant- truth conderning
even a physical matter that faffects
one’s worship and perception of the
_true God.

Some have suggested that The
«Plain Truth shbuld not take a posi-
tion in the evdlution versus cteation
question: The realm of science, it is
claimed, should be kept separate
from religion.

Where science sticks to the facts
in areas such as chemistry, physics
or mathematiocs, there is no argu-
ment. But when human ‘beihgs
depart from strict observation and
measurement "of physl(.al laws and
begin.to theorize and interpret
evidence erroneously,. when they
ignore an entire dimension of evi-’
dence—the' spiritual—when they
scek to take away the credentials-of
God the Creator and Lifegiver; then
it is they*who have encroached upon
the realm of the spiritual, and not
vice versa!l ..

The cgedentials of the true Cre-
ator God set .him apart from all
gods. One day the apostle Paul con-
fronted a crowd of idolators -andw
admonished them to worship thé
real God. Which one? The “living
God, which made heav dearth,
and the sea, and all p#¥ings that are
therein’ (Acts 14:15). That is how .

' God is identified.

On another occasion Paul was

in.
Why? Because they cannot quantify .

. we can sce, hear, touch,

N

standing ‘amid lifeless idols wor-
shiped in ancient\Athehs. But Paul
didn’t worship those gods He wor-
shiped the rea! God. How did Paul
identify ‘this ane true God and dis-
tinguish him from gods rumans had °

“made? Listen to Paul! “God ‘that

made the world and ajl things there-
.he is Lord of heaven and
N (Acts 1T 24)

Gse credentialssmaking him lit-
tle different from ‘impotent idols.
the works of men's hands! That
is why The Plain Truth cannot
remain silent. )

o demonstrate God is the Cre-

tor, we don't have to produce
lengthy volumes dcmfng all the
proofs. The evidence' is already
available. [t is everywhere. 'It is
beneath our feet, in stratified depos-
its. It is all dround us, in cverything
taste and
feel. It is above us, stretching out
incalculable numbers of light years
into space, [t has been gathered by
geologists, ‘biologists, paleontolo-
gists, astronomers. It has been writ-
ten up in countless volumes. One
néeds only to separate erroneous
interpretation from mcds.urablc
facts.

Whereas scientists who acknowl-
edge God as Creator can. look at. the
physical evidence and see God's
handiwork —brilliant, imaginative,
colorful, sometimes even humorous
—evolutionists look at the same evi-
dence and try to construct a work-
able godless theory. Those who
understand the true account of cre-
ation simply give God credit for his
workmanship and marvel at what he'
has done and-at the ultimate pur-
pose of life;*evolutionists have to
contend with an idea whose mecha-
nisgr they cgnnot explain and which-
is purposeless.

tt all Boils down to a matter of
rejecting the false and unscientific,’
traditional explanation of creation °
and accepting the true-biblical
record of creation (this makes all the
ewidence explainable), or rejecting
God as Creator (in which case faith
in some form of evolution, with all of
its difficulties, is the only —and erro-
ncous—altcrnauve) T/

Why not look at all dimensions of
knowledge—including the most
important? 0O -

N . The PLAIN TRUTH
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 knows”" a -famous ag-
nostic once remarked,

Mdnymeven some

by Clayton Steep

ho have read the book for years—express surprise and

amazemeqt when they learn what the Bible really says!

BOOK nobody

referring to the Bible.

He was almost right.

Certainly it is the book' few
people know. ‘It is safe to say that
no other book on earth is so widcly
read and at the same time so mis-
understood. :

Why should this b\:"

Take the “Christmas story™ for
example. Most people assume that

if anythmg comes from the Bible

surely the popular notion of the
events surrounding the birth of
Jesus does. Yet, amazingly, when
one looks at what the Bible really
says, it becomes apparent that there
are major discrepancies between
the birth of Jesus as described ‘in
the Bible and the Christmas atory
S0 famllldl‘ to the world.

Nol in the Winter

The Bible nowhcle says Jesus was
born December 25. It doesn’t tell
us which day Jesus was born. It
doesn’t even tell us the month. The

Bible does, however, show that -

Jesus’ birth did nor take place in.
late December or, for that mater,
in any of the winter months!

In- fact, when Jesus was born,
“theré were in the same coumry

Novon_ubovlnocmbor 1983
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shepherds living out in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by
night” (Luke 2:8, -RAV through-
out). The shephérds were living out
inghe opén fields, sleeping with

" their flocks at night.

Shepherds would not be domg
this during the cold and rainy win-
ter months. Contrary to’what some
have assumed, it did—and does—
get cold during the winter in Judea.
Even in April, in the early spring,
when Jesus was crucified, ¢ertain
“servants and officers .. made as
fice of coals . . . for it was cold, and
they warmed themselves. And
Peter stood with them and warmed
himself-(John 18:18).

Hardly indicative of the kind of
weather for slccpmg out in the
fields. Or for having a baby in a
stable and l.ay/c(a him in a manger
(Luke 2-7)! -

So we know when Jesus was not
born. The fact that Jesus® birth¥
date is purposely not recorded s’
also clear evidence that God never
intended us to celebrate Jesus'
birthday. When God tevealed cer-
tain days he wants his people to
observe, no room was left for doubt
as to when those days occur.

The -Prince of Poaci? :

When Jesus® birth was announced
to the shepherds they heard “‘a.

e,

".J{:drth I did not come to bring

multitude of‘ the heavenly host
praising God and saying: ‘Glory

z

to God in the highest, and on-

earth péace, good will toward

men!” " (Luke 2:13-14). The rea-

son:enc of the members of the
God family ‘came to earth as

Jesus Christ is as generally mis-

understood as are the events sur-
mundmg his birth.
“Peace on ecarth, good will to

men,” proclaim Christmas decora--

tions and greeting cards at this
time of the year."And “The Christ
child came to. bring ‘peace™ But
where is that peace? Where has
it been for thc last near 2,000
years?

Wars and armed conflicts have
not ceased 'to grow in numbers and
intensity. Bitterness and hatred
divide races, nationalities and reli-
gions. The structure of thé family
is breaking up because people are
unable to get along with each
other? Peace on carth starting: from
the time of Jesus® birth? Not
according to history. Nat accord-
ing to today's news.

And, not according to Jesus! He
himself declared, *Do not think
hat |I' came to, bring peace on

peace but a sword (Matt.
10:34).
Have you cver h(_:ard that

. ' . ' 20
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- scripture ‘bgfore? It's not quoted
often in_this. world’s churches.

And yet it's in the Bible! Jesus’

said it! -
What does. it mean?

The purpose of Jesus’' First

C#mning nearly 2,000 years ago
“wak not to usher in world peace.
The angels’ proclamation “Peace
on earth, good will toward men™ s
a prophecy that this very lJesus
who was born in Bethlehem will—

in. the near future—impose world:

peace, He will do it at his Secend”
Commg, for'which the way is even
now being prepared.

Jesus came over 1900 years ago
to dic for the sins of humanity, to
qualify to replace Satan as ruler of
this world and to establish his
Church. But Jesus promised he will
come again (John 14:3), this time to
bring that peace foretold by, the
angels at Jesus’ birth. This time, as
ng of kings, he will establish and
maintain worldwide peace. It is then
that “of the increase of His govern-
ment and peace there will be no
end” (Isa. 9:7).

Over the centuries between
Jesus' First and Second Coming,
however, it is impossible to calcu-
late how much hatred, persecution
and warfare have been the result
even of misunderstanding Jesus’
teachings: " The angels’ proclama-
tion to the shepherds, however, did
include a_second truth: that, even
though surrounded by a-society
gone awry, those wha yield to God
and obey his laws now experience
peace and good will "in their indi-
vidual lives (Ps. 119:165). .

And that can inelude you if you

“are willing to admit where you
have been wrong and begin to live
God's way instead. .

The Magi and Their Gifts -

You're familiar with the **Nativity
sceries’ —representations of a sta-
ble showing a haloed baby in a
manger, Mary and Joseph nearby
being joined by shepherds and
three. “wise men'™ and varying
numbers of ‘winged angels. Such
scenes, widely displayed at Christ-
mastime, differ extensively from
the biblical account of how it real-
ly was. -~

. The shcphcrds. who were from
“the region clese to Bethlchem, as
'soon as they were told about Jesus’

30

birth,. immediately sought out the
stable as they were instructed to
do. ‘They qulckly found it (Lukc
2:16).

The “wise men” or Magi, on the
other hand, came from a sid-
erable distance. Traveling ﬂr§:$lhe
East, searching for the one who
was born “King of the Jews,” they
came to Jerusalem first. .From
there they journeyed to Bethlehem
(Matt. 2:2). When they reached

Bethlehem, they found Jésus to -

longer ifi @ manger in a stable.
Jesus and hi$ family ‘were living in
a house (Matt. 2:11). -~

At the time of the arrival of the
Magi, Jesus may have been two or
more months old. When king
Herod legrned from -the Rabbis
and the Magi that Jesus was' born

to be a ruler, he was worried for

his own position's sake. He decjded
that this child must be etiminaged.
So when he questioned (,he Magi,
who at that time were in Jerusa-
lem en route to find Jesus, he was
able to determine the initial
appearance of a star annourcing
Jesus’ conception and birth. When
the time was estimated, Herod
ordered the slaughter of all male
children “from two years old and
under” (Matt. 2:16).

Herod did not order the slaying
of all newborn babes, or all babes a
few weeks old. He extended the
limit up to two years to prevent
any possible escape.

When the Magi ﬁnalL) Iocated
the house where the *‘poung
Child” Jesus - (Matt. 2:11) was,
they presented gifts they had
brought. These were not birthday
gifts, the day of Christ’s birth hav-
ing long since passed. The Magi,
aware that Jesus was born’ to be a

- king, offered gifts to him because

it was, and still is, customary in
such circumstance$ to bring costly
gifts when entering the presence of
royalty.

The giving of glfls by the Magi
is often used to-justify the practice
of " exchanging Christmas gifts.
What is overlooked is that the
Magi did not exchange gifts
among themselves. Rather, they
presented all their gifts *‘to
Him™”—to Jesus (Matt. 2:11).
How different from the modern
custom of trading Christmas gifts
and giving nothing to Christ on a

.

day mistakenly assigned ‘as his
birth date.

Can you lmaglne a birthday cel-
ebration where all the guests bring
gifts, exchange those gifts among
themselves and the person they are
supposedly honoring receives noth-
ing? It doesn’t make sense. Nei-
ther does the modern custom of
trading Christmas gifts while sup-
posedly honoring Christ.

Angels and Halos

Most Nativity s¢enes portray three
Magi, usually one each of the
three general racial divisions of
mmankind. But this is pure imagina-

_tioh. The Bible does not say there

were three “wise men.” There may.
have been as many as 12..Nor does
the Bible indicate that lhcy were
of different races. «

The Bible states that the Magi
were ded to Jesusafrom their land,
in the Bast by a “sta,r".(Mall.
2:2). Exactly which prcSumcd star
or planet this was has given rise to
much qupulatloﬂ The Bible,
however, leaves little doubt on the

-subject. The “star” moved. lead-

ing the Magi on their long jour-
ney and finally ‘stood over the
house where Jesus was (verse 9).

* A _planet, asteroid or distant star

could not move and position itself

in such a way as to point out a,

specific house in a little city in a
small countty on earth. This
“star’” was something else.

In the Scriptures, angels are
sometimes referred to as stars (Job
38:7. Rev. 1:20). The rightgous
angels are splrlt beings, mm]&crmg
in God's service, able to appear as
ﬂdmes of fire (Heb. 1:7, 14). The

“star” that guided lhe Magi was
such an angel.

Angels do not have wings as ~

most’ Nativity scenes-and popular
notion portray them. There exist
some spiritual beings called sera-
phim and cherubim. They do have
wings. But” the Bible never de-
dcribes ordinary angels as having
wings, nor always playing harps of

gold, nor appearing as the chubby -

infants so prevalent in medieval
paintings.

Even the halos artists have
placed over the heads of their rep-

-resentations of Jesus and, various
saints are not ‘biblical. Jesus,-for *

?Comhmed on page 42)
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,/IT’S exasperating and dis-

A

ecome a

'HARDER TARGE_

by Donaid D. Schroeder

CRIMINALS'

Here's how to avoid being an easy mark-for theft and violence!

couraging ‘to be a victim

of crime. I know, I've
been a crime victim twice in
‘recent months.

Even though 1 constantly
read about increasing crime, 1
was still jolted and upset when /
became the victim.

In both cases 1 had been doing
something that I've ,done many
times in past years without loss or
harm. But after looking back ‘on
cach crime incident, I came to
realize | was not as diligent as 1
should have been in considering
rapidly changing social and erime
patterns. As a result,
~was down, my vulnerability was
high. ’ P

First Loss

The first: incident with crime oc-
curred when in the company ST a
friecnd and his children V|smng
from another country. We went in

-my car to a nearby popular moun-
tain campground

After enjoying a refreshing hike,
along a mountain trail and stream,’
we returned to the campground
But my car, an older -

parking lot.
model, wouldn tstart. It was totally
dead.
h Gcmng out of thc car'and open-
.ing the hood, I found my battery, a
"new on¢, had been ripped’out and
stolen. ‘Maybe 1 "shouldn’t have

been surprised. My car, made by a

November/December 1983 -

my guard °

Y.
“desffte thist'car having:
unlocking lever within lhecar coph:.

major U.S. manufacturer, hadn’t
even been designed with a hood
lock. It had only a simple outside
hood latch that anyone could
open.

Miles from any gas station, |
had to ask another  campground
visitor for a ride down the_moun-
tain to a phone. There 1 called a
friend to pick me up and take me
home. Once home 1 fortunately
had another car, purchased anoth-
er battery and then drove back to
my stranded guests to install it.

As it turned out,
wasn't a highly serious matter com-
pared to what can be involved in
brushes with crime. But it could
have been. What if we had been in
a reaily isolated area? Or suddenly
‘Yaund ourselves in the dilemma

ith night and bad weather rushing
upon us?

The next day | rcad a newspaper
article about how my popular
mountain recrcational area was
becoming ‘a rapidly growing crime
area. The article cited as one of the
causes the willmgncss of more indi-
viduils to seize opportumues to
commit crimes.

One beneficial  thing did result
from this theft. 1 took steps to lock
the hood of my car so entry would
~not. be gasy. Bul I also checked my
other car, n_vehlclc only a few years
old:¥To my’ urprise found that
‘a " hood-

partment, (connected by cable to the

hood lat¢h) the hQQt_l\de still easy to

the incident -

unlock from the outside. I took steps |
to harden that vulnerability.

Greater Crime

My second igcident with crime was
more serious. It happened a few
months later with the same car pre-
viously broken into. I was on an
outing with my teenage son, one of
his friends and a dog in a California
desert and farming area.

Because of rains earlier in the
“week | parked my car next to a
_ paved country road instead of driv-
ing into -dirt roads around the
fields. I had occasionally parked
along this paved road in past ycars
without problems.

After a long day walking in the
countryside and being tired and,
hungry, we returned to the car
only to find—no car. It was gone.
Stolen. Of course there was that
initial sinking, empty, panicky feel-
ing. And the prospect of a long
walk to find help.

I knew the chances of finding my
car in the maze of back country
‘roads, high brush and old farm
sheds by my own efforts, were nil.
The car thieves. could be miles
away by now, | thought, or headed
for the Mexican border.

But just then a pickup truck
came down the road. To my sur-
prnsc the drivesr imgnediately
stopped- when 1 ﬁggg,ed or help. |
told him .that my car"had been
stolen and 1 needed 'to contact the
P pohce After learning what kind of

(C ommued on page 34 )
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On these two pages we offer some basic steps tao-help
you avoid being an easy target for crime. In addition, many la
enforcement agencies-have crime prevention units otffering
jprograms or brochures on how to prevep

ime. including fraud. Seek their inte
many books on deterring crime are g

HARDEN
YOUR HOME

There is plenty you candoto ¥
protect yourself and home
from a burglar—in fact, only
you can do so.
e As soon as-you move into a new residence, have the
door locks (at least tumblers) changed.
ve Don't hide a key outside near a door. Most burglars
know where to look. Don't leave notes outside s%vmg
you are gone.
Don't leave front (or back) doors unlocked if you're in
the be;.ck (front) yard. It only takes a few moments for
a thief to dash in and whisk away purses, jewelry and
loose valuables. '
A dog that barks at strange noises is a good
deterrent to many burglars.
Have good outside lighting at night.
Never enter a residence that looks burglarized. The
~ burglar may still'be there. Call police instead. |f you
. contront a burglar suddenly, don't block his exit, he
may suddenly panic and turn violent to escape.
Get to know reliable neighbors. Join in a

ne(ghggyeoﬁ‘cﬂme watch ‘program to provtde more
eyes ears tor police.

HAVE STRONG DOORS
AND LOCKS

It is preferable to have solid core

‘doors with securely-affixed strike-

plates. Exterior-mounted hinges

should be pinned. Locks that can
be easily forced, such as key locks in door handles,
and slip-bolt latches, are an invitation to burglars.
All outside entrance doors -should have quality
dead-bolt locks in addition to existing locksets. -
Garages should also have good locks.

-~

LIGHT UP YOUR HOME . ..

and trim shrubs around doors and win-
dows so tpey can t conceal an mtxuder

CLOSE AND LOCK WINDOWS

Unlocked. unsecured windows make

it easy, for the burglar, but most

won't break a secured window. Most

windows can be secured (in addition

to locks) by drilling a hole on a slight

downward siant through the inside
frame and into the exterior frame. A nail or metal
dowel in the hole will secure the window. With
sliding glass windows and doors, to keep the
window from being lifted up and 6ut of its track,
install metal screws in the upper track, and back
them out su there's just enough clearance for the
window to slide.

1

-A LEAVE YOUR HOME
m LOOKING “‘LIVED-IN”’

Whenever you're feaving for an
extended time, notify your police or sheriff's
department. Have a trustworthy neighbor pick up
newspapers, mail and such, Arrange for garden,
tawn and pet care. Have someone change the
positions of blinds and drapes daily. Put lights on
an electric timer.

\ BEWARE OF STRANGERS

Never let a stranger in when you are
alone. Burglars and rapists may
pretend to be salesmen. Don't let a
stranger use your phone. If you expect .
a repairman, verity his identification
before letting him in.

MARK AND RECORD -
VALUABLES

Unmarked valuables are easy for a
burglar to sell. Mark yoqur driver's
license numher on all valuable property
with an electnc engravmg tool
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F‘?j‘ PROTECT

'YOUR CAR
p=—==(1} AND YOURSELF

Check the back seat before entenng your car. .
As soon as you enter your car, lock all doorsfand
keep them locked. .
. Don't carry identification tags on key.rings. !
Don't carry car keys and house keys together.
In a public parking lot where you must leave the
key, leave only the ignition key.
Never leave keéys in the ignition no matter how
short the stop. s
Never pick up hitchhikers. ’
Whenever possibie, travel on well-lit, well-
populated streets.
Park in well-lighted areas at night.
Always keep your car in good working order with
the gas tank at least a third full.
When approaching the car; have your keys ready.
It your car stails on the highway, open-the hood
or tie a white scarf to the door handle or °
afitenna. Get inside the car, roll up the windows
and tock the doors. if a stranger offers help, ask
him to call a repair service or the palice for you.
Do not go with him. ar
¢ It someone tries to break into your car,"honk
your horn repeatedly and drive away if possible.
Remove standard door lock buttons and replace -
them with tapered ONS

&
iy MAKE YOUR CAR MORE

JHEFT-PROOF

Alarms can be wired to go-off if..

any door, the hood, or the trunk is
opened Or you can add a devuce to the system
which will detect any movement of the car —
even when the car is being towed.Unfortunately,
many alarm systems are easily shut off by the
thief by merely cutting a wire.

Other anti-theft devices include:

Hood locks. A cable travels from an integral lock

mounted under the dash into the engine

compartment. At the end of this cable is a pin
that engages a hasp mounted on the underside
of the hood.

’ *“Cane”-type steéring wheel locks.

Metal “‘cane’ hooks around the

brake pedal on one end, and

around the steering wheel rim or
spoke on the other. The device is

s drawn tight and locked with a key.

Fuel and electrical cutoffs. Devices can be
installed between the tank and fuel pump to shut
off fuel to a vehicie engine shortly after starting,
if the vehicle is stolen. Hidden switches can be
wired to prevent starting a car with a stolen key
or to help deter easy jump starting.

’ Temporary snap locks fit over the
buige in the steering column of
late-model American cars, wheré'
the ignition lock is, and prevent-,,
ignition from beoog turned on. ¥

Car immobilizers. Mounted in a hidden place

somewhere inside the car, it acts as-a time-

delay ignition cutout in its on-position.

DON’T WALK
INTO DANGER

¢ if you must walk alone, walk
briskly and look gonfiden!. .
Criminals look for preoccupied,
less alert, less threatenimg
victims.’Your body language counts.

e Plan your route carefully and know where you're

going. Vary your route when possible. Be aware
of locations and situations which would make
~ you vulnerable to crime. .

* When approaching alleys or doorways, walk near

the curb to avoid surprise. Be aware of what is
happening around you. If you think someone is-
following you, do not hesitate to turn and look.
You may wish to cross the street or change your
pace. Be alert as to where help may be, should
you need it.

Travel with a companion whenever possible.

Do not carry large amounts of cash anywhere.
Do not flash money or wealth. You are asking for
trouble.

A woman's loose dangling purse is easy to
snatch. Carry smaller purses with a cover, or
clasp it next to the body. Never put a purse in a
market basket or on the floor ifi a restaurant,
restroom or theater. It can be easily snatched
when you're distracted.

Men's rear hip pockets are easiest for pick-
pockets. Frong coat or front pants'pockets are
harder to pick.

Keep credit cards and |dentmcatlon separate
from money.

Avoid laundromats and lsolated public buildings
if you are the only person. Avwid stairwells under
the same circumstance.

In elevators, if you are at all Xpnuous of
another passenger, wait for the next car, or get
off at the next floor.

Don’t allow your actlons speech or dress to
evoke dangcr .

F YOU ARE
f'rACKED

‘ Money can be replaced. Bo can
possessions. Your life and heaith
cannot.-Most police suggest the best

{efense against harm from a confrontation with a
dyiminal is to comply with demands for money and
vailuables. Do not-move suddenly or insulg, threaten
or provoke an assailant.Only if your lite is in danger
by a vicious criminal attack should you attempt
physical restraint. Then, it possible, scream and try
to get away.

* |f you are apprehensive about a’situation, it is

- better to move or run away (if necessary, into a
street or public place) it you can. 1f chased
scream if possible Some authorities teel yetling
“Fire!" will tend to cause more pgople,to respond
Carrying firearms or injurious wéapons Yor use’
against criminals not only frequently injures
innocent people but coulg be ysed by an assail-
ant against you. There are also risks ot iegal

. problems if you improperly use 'such a weapon.
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car it was, the rancher said he saw
some ‘men pulling it down another
road with their car several minutes
-earlier. “Hop in.” he said. “We'll
see if we can catch them!”

Without further thought the two
boys, the dog and I jumped into the
back of the truck and roared down
to the road where the rancher had
last seen my car.

Then | began ta think. What was
I going to do it we did catch up
with the car thieves? What if they
were armed and violent? 1 didn’t
want. us.to have our lives endan-
gered.

The rancher had great persis-

tence. He didn't see the wehicles
on the road- where he saw them
last. So h¢ turncd and sped down
another. Then another. Then he
stopped to -ask farm laborers in a
ficld if they had seen a car being
‘towed. They hadn’t. “They had to
go the other way!" he said. So
we sped down another road and
looked. We had traveled several
miles by now.

Fmally after 1 felt the cffort was
futile, w¢ came to an isolated field
with high brush. As we passed a

L narrow road cutting into it, sudden-
ly I glimpsed my car with another
car before it. Four men were start-
ing to strip my car,

I jumped out of the truck, dog at
heels and dashed in there on thé
run. Three of the car thieves tore
off into brush that to me looked
impenctrable with brambles and
thorns. They paid a painful penal-
ty.

The remaining car thief stood
there shaken and frightened. He
wias astounded we found them. |
did not threaten him 4n any way,
but | did tirmly order him to put
my car wheels back on, put gas
back into the tank and put things
stripped out of the trunk back in
order,

Fortunately, because of the
strong houod lock put on after the
battery theft, the car thieves tried
but couldn’t open the hood to
steal or, d.unngu x,rulc.al “‘»5""’
Parts. e

Then Fraan face to lige with
another atl<{oo-frequent  situation
expericnced by victims of crime.
“The rancher said if 1 reported the
ircident 1 would have nothing but a
fot of red tape, and with justice as it
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is, the car thieves would Soon be,
back, possibly scci;lng s0 do me
harm. Besides, he said, we nceded
to get out of there because the fiee-
ing thieves could be circling back
with weapons.

The situation dictated we should,
indeed, get out of there fast. We let
the almost-successful car thief go
with ‘a'strong warning.

Before departing, the helpful
rancher - turned to me and said,
“You know: It's a miracle you got
your car back! I had mine stolen
but I never got it back!”

I agreed-with him. [ knew the
recovery of my car intact was more
than just good luck. I was providen-
tially helped out of a potentially
costly and troublesome problem.

Hard Lessons

These two experiences with crime
caused 'me to rethink how changing
social and economic problems are
altering moral attitudes and crime
patterns. It taught me | had to be
much more careful than 1 had
been.

[ had not realized crime was
much of a problem away from the
city. But now it is. Rural crime is
growing.

Again, | didn’t think a car thief
would be interested in a car several
years old. 1 was wrong. Car thieves
are interested in streipping anything
of valu¢-they can get their hands
on, eveén though they probably
would only get a small amount of
money for any item.

I saw how casy it was to punch
out an ordinary trunk lock. Or rip
off even a locking gias cap. Or to
drop a wire between the windows
and door frame to pull up the
ordinary knobbed door lock
latch

My car had no strong wheel
lock There was no hidden ignttion
cutoll switch. There was no horn
or alarm to announce forced entry
or movement. Such devices are
uscful 1o dater! forced car entry
and theft 1 also reahize that many.
newer cars aavply -are not  hac-,
dened as they shoukd be tfg Hisal
courage theft. .~
Others Not So Fodun.!o
Many Plain Truth readers, I‘m‘
sure, have had similar or much

worse experiences with crime and

criminals, or know.of olhers who

have.

The media are filled with numer-
ous accounts of losses of prized pos-
sessions or costly equipment when
homes or businesses are broken
into with relative ease, simply
because the owners didp’t take
basic security .measures. In addi-
tion, sometimes cmotional trauma
and suffering are caused when
mates or children are. criminally
threatened or assaulted—even in
broad daylight.

“In more cities in recent months,
police have had to warn citizens to
lock cars at all times. Car drivers
arc told to keep purses or valuable
items hidden from view cven
while they are in the car. Do not
leave valuable possessions on car
scats, say police. Incidents are
increasing of men and women,
waiting in their cars at stoplights,
being robbed or assaulted because
brazen criminals size up a vulner-
able situation. They simply open
an unlocked car doow or smash a
window to scize what they want
before the startled occupants can
respond.

It Can Happqn to You

We may not always be able to
prevent every incident of crime or
theft. But we should do what we
san to avoid making ourselves or
our property agpear an casy tar-
get.

While professional thieves are
capable of breaking through any
barrier if they believe a large haul
is involved, most thieves or crimi-
nals look for the casiest, most vul-
nerable targets. They don’t want
attention drawn {0 themscelwes
They don’t like to take a long time
to do their dirty work  If too much
time and noise or risks and obsta-
cles are involved, they would rath-
er go clsewhere.

In Britun, a study of robbed
houscholds found one in four left
windows open at might. Four out uf
five did not tell police they would
e on hohday (vt atron). Morg

anrall did wo). Hock up their’

alua g,-c /\q\d one W five did not
cancel igwspapers ‘md milk when
they were away.

Nearly 25 million American
houscholds experienced a theft or
violent crime in 1982, Wealthier,
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urban and black houscholds were
found to be thé most vulnerable,
said a recent U.S. Justice Dcpart-
ment report. One fifth of U.S.
houscholds were victimized by
theft in 1982. One third of urban

houscholds were touched by some

type. of critne last year.

What a horrible indictment
against our modern socicties! God
sees, and for this and other scrigus
lawbrcaking, he is going to
respond  (Erzek. 7:23-24).

Don’'t Be Careless ,

We must not assume we will nev-
er be a victim of zcrimv_: or vio-
lence. That attitude, say police, is
exactly what makes a crime vies
tm.

Neither should we become
unbalanced by fearing crime at
cvery. corner. The way to cope

with the possibility of crim%s W

take positive steps to avoid
And

cipg

an casy target. if we are also

diligemt to please and obey God
xtra help to pre-

we can have his

bitant.

vcnl"or deliver us from crime sit-
uations (Ps. 34:7).

Prevention m’c.m\ taking lime
to think and pldn how to avoid

potentially dangerous ¢ ime arcas,,

or situations. It may also mean
spending a little money for appro-
priate strong locks. or sccurity
devices for:doors and windows..
Such expenses need nét be exor-
Police departments often
have free detailed’ suggestions on
how to simply but. cffectively
make your home or possessions
morce secure. Police say they alone
cannot deter crime. Only together
with” an alert cong¢erned citizenry”
car this be done.

On the previous pages are funda-
mental steps you can take to help
prevent yourself,” loved ones
property from being an easy target
for criminals. Further research on
how to do so is, of course, recom-
mended. Our free booklet Crime
Can Be Stopped—Here's How
offers added crime preventiornt
measures. (! -

-

"Frederi

- Hohens
and -

HISTORY .

(Continued from page 12}

power
beyond

will be damaged almost
repair.

The *‘Terrible Time"

ck 11 dies in 1250. He is the
last of the great Hohenstaufens. With
his death, the Empire crumbles.

The jast of the German Hohen-
staufen [dynasty {not crowned, how-
ever, at Emperor) is Conradin,
-grandsop of Frederick II. In 1265
the Pope forms an alliance with
‘Charles|of, Anjou. the brother of the
King of |France, in which he offers
Charles!the kingdom of Sicily as a
rcwardjfor ridding Italy of the

aufens..By 1268 the Hohen-
staufen forces are defeated. Young
Conradin s beheaded in the public

.marketplace at Naples for treason.

The Papacy has won its victory
over the Hohenstaufens. The dynas-
ty is extinct. But,the Papal victory
has brought political instability to
Germany. Germanly becomes more a
.gcographlcal term than a nation. il is
a loose confederation of separate
peinces, The German king has
become one of the weakest territorial
rulers on the Continent.

The Great-Interregnum (1254-
1273). as this period will be kmown
to history, is & stormy and confused
period. It iy the kaiserlose. schreck-
liche Zeit ¥ *the terrible time with-
out an meuo" L v

Western Europe is-now dbol.ll o

R cnter.a new phase. .

The Great Iiterfegnum comes 1o
an end.in 1273, In that year, the
imperial crown is revived and given
to the Austrian Count Rudolfl of
Habsburg. The E mpnrg now has an
Adstrian head.

Rudolf™s ‘mu.\mrs hdd built .u

family ¢astle in Switzertand in the

tith century. They had called it

Habichisburg  Castle of the Hawk.

Hénce, the word Hubsburg.
Rudolf is the first Habsburg 1o

o

“ascend the imperial throne. He will

succeed tn establishing some degree
of order within the Empire.

The House of Habsburg will play
aleading role in European affairs for
centuries to come. The ideal of uni-
versal rule - unity under a single
authority - is by no means dead.
(Next Month: “The Rise of Habs-
burg™) ¢,
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INTERNATIONAL DESK

{Continued from page 14)

right. Or just because learned men
‘questionpsomething Jesus said, 1t
doesn’t tirefore become suspect.

Scholars have’ yuestioned
whether Jesus was ‘really the Son
of God, or even whether he exist-
ed. Ministers have openly debated
whether he actually did die on the
cross. Today we have theologians
who have suggested that God is
after Ml not all powerful. They
think that he would like to do
something about this awful world,
but he can’t. He lacks the power
to combat the overwhelming
Lvil

This kind of nonsense is being
advanced by some who claim to be
Christian teachers The apostle
Paul described them well  cver
learming But never coming to the
truth! The trouble s, lhcy take

Conservatlve “brld_

{Continued from page 7)

unity of purpose’and its ability to
bring together” political parties
which share common ideals.”” All
adnmurable  from an idealistic point
of view,, 7

Precious Little leorty!

International freedom, justice anmyd’

liberty were basic themes of these
~nfeetings—But in truth there is pre-
cious )ﬁ\ﬂ.#uof these commodities
léft in the world. tn general, totali-
tarianism reigns in"the world. Polit-

ically speaking, millions upon mil- -

lions of humhd beings experience
few personal freedoms.

True, human beiges do  join
themselves logc(hcr%ith other
human beings. They associate
Jhemselves with others to accom-
plish a common purp(;sc. But that
purpose that is common to them is
often at variance with the goals of
anolhcr group or groups.

The Coming of a World

Human ggoups are -in a constant
state of confusion. Some members
are always splitting off to form
- other groups. And the purposes,
aims and goals of any one group
terid to change ovér time. In the
end it seems people unite to éventu-
ally divide.
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others down with thesn. Like that

. woman in Austria.

I hope what 1 told hu gave her
some of her faith back. .

I explained to. her that the clear
words of hope that she had once
read in the Bible were still there.
But 1 also warned her that before
she “bought a line’ from a teacher,
she had better check if he as telling
the truth. .

In matters of ruhgmux belicf, a
person had better ‘be sure of where
he stands. During centurics past an

coming again --in spite of those who
say he isn’t. Tragically, mitlions who
belicve themselves to be devout
Christians will' resist him- with the
full fury of modern warfire. They
witl have been ‘told that he -is the
Antichrist - and they will have
believed i1, having accepted mmc.%nc
elscas the Christ.- .

Could you be among them? You
could- if you arc not basing the
things you belicve on a sure foun-
datien of truth.

For 50 years, this magazine has

honest man had to &OnsldLr’CerfuMIalmt.d to be The Plain Truth: Yet

what he believed. In the casual reli-
gious climate of the West today, we
can get away with being nonchalant
and superficial. But’ we are agan
coming 1o a point 1n history when

- rehgion will be of great consequence.

If we are to believe Bible prophecy
(do we), millions are going to be
decerved. and will be caught up in a
massive lie. Thus, Jesus Christ s

vuiuon

editor in chief Herbert W. ‘Arm-
strong has always, said, “Don’t just

believe us  check it up in your .

Bible.” In other words, make surc
what you believe is the truth.
Today, it will mean a renewed
faith, confidence and peaece of
mind. '
Taaorrow, it may mean life
ils;clf . ) - John Halford

OCRATIQUE mnﬂ' ATH

iNTERuAmNALE DEMOKRATISCHE L

At the birth of the International Democrat Union (IDU), its Ieaders-cla&med
the support of 150 million people. double the support of the Socialist
International. These figures mean little in the world of |ntomatlonal politics.’

Only the eternal God can bring
oerder out of all this thaos. This is
the promise of all the prophets in
the Holy Bible. The Word of God

_speaks of “the times of restitution

of all things, which God hath spo-

ken by the mouth of all his holy

prophets since the world began®

(Acts 3:21). -The overriding pur-

pose of this magazine is to herald

that future world government—a
.. :

utopian state with superhuman
rilers who will finally unite this

divided world lhruugh a common

purpose.

. Jesus said toppray, “Thy King-

"

dqm come!” When that happens

“God’s governm&fit will “girdle the

earth with a great dominion of
mind and spjrit.”” Then the world

- will “have & new birth of free-
.dom.”

The PLAIN TRUTH
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HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG analyzes today’s .
news, with the prophecies of The World Tomorrow
on TELEVISION and RADIO.®

“THE WORLD TOMORROW”

W
TELEVISION Loc | uRes
K . 1CD, Champaign 19,630 am, Sun
Listed by state or province are the station’s call CIU, Chicago 26, 10 30 pm . Sat
letters, location, channcl number and time WFLD, Chicage 32,700 am . Sun
N when The World Tomorrow program s WOGN, (hicage 9. 730 am . Sut
arred. . WSIL, Harrisburg 3.9 30 am. Sun
U S . . WQAD, Moline 8. X810 am. Sun
WEEK, Peoria 25,630 am . Sun
ALABAMA ~ | KHQA. Quincy 7.8 am. Sun
WBRC, Birmingham 6. 6 30 a.m., Sun WTVO, Rockfard 17.930 am . Sun
i WOWI, Florence 15,7 30 am, Sun WICS, Springfield 20. 6°30 a.m.. Sun
. WHNT, Humtsville 19,730 am, Sun. -
WCOV, Montgomery 20,10 0 a m, Sun INDIANA
ALASKA WTVW, Evansville 7700 a.m . Sun
KTVA. A e i1, 630 am. Sun. WKIJG, Ft. Wayne 3.9 Wam, Sun.
KTVF. Hairbanks 11, 11:00 pm . Sun WTHR, Indianapolis 13,830 a.m . Sun.
ARIZONA WSBT, South Bend 22, 10:00 a m . Sun.
. KNAZ, Flagstafl 2,900 am . Sun WTWO, Terre Haute 2,10:30 4 m . Sua.
KTVK. Phocaix -}, 700 am ., Sitn . 1OWA
KVOA. Tucton 1:.?2,:;"&,;“5“" "] WOL, Des Moaimes 5. 1000 am . Sun
KTVE. £ Dorsdo 10, 700 a m . Sun KIMT. Mason City 1. 1000 am . Sun
KTVP, Fayetteville 29, 1030 am.. Sun KWWL, Wateroo 7. 1000 4 . Sun
KHBS, Fi. Smith 40, 10 30 am ., Sun. KANSAS -
KARK. Little Rock 4. 7 10 am.. Sun KUPK, Garden City - 13, 1000 y . Sun
N CALIFORNLA . KCTV, Kamsas City 5. 930am. Sun -+
KBAK, Bakenficld 9. 900 am. Sun. KAKE, Wichita 10, 1000 am . Sun
KIEO, Fresma 47, 730 um . Sun
KHJ, Los Amgeles - 9. 1000 pm, Sun : KENTUCKY .
KTTYV, Los Angeles 11,93 am ., Sun. WLEX, Levington 1R.9 30 am. Sun
- KTVL, Oshland 2, 800 am . Sat- WAVE, Losisvile 3.800am . Sun
KOVR. Sacramento 13,73 am . Sun
KSBW, Sakieas & 730 am . Sun LOUISIANA
KCST, Sam Diego 39,736 am. Sun WAFB. Baton Rouge 9. i1 30 pm . Sat
KSBY, ¢ 6. 830 am. Sun. KATC, Lafayette .83 am, Sun
s COLORADO . WWL_ New Orleams 4. 700 a m . Sun
KRDO, Colorsdo Sprimgs (). 1030 am . Sun. .| KTAL Shreveport 6. 1000 a m . Sun
- KOA, Demver 4, 7:00 a m ., Sun MAINE

KWON, Demver 2, 700 am . Sat

v 7,10 M S
KTVS, Sterling 3. 1000 a m . Sun WVII Baagor 7. 1030 am . Sun

WGAN, Portland 13,730 am, Sua

w

* SONNECTICUT ,
4 WVIT. W. Hartford 30.700 am . Sun MARYVLAND
- INSTRICT OF COLUMBIA WBHF, Baltimere 45, 10 30 am., Sun.
© | WDVM, Washiagion 9. .30 am . Sun. WHAG, Hagerstowa 25, 7.30 ¥m.. Sat.
. FLORIDA i
WBBH, Fi. Myens 20, 9.30 4.m., Sua MASSACHUSETTS , '
N WTLY, Jachsomville 12,930 am, Sun WO, Adams ~ 19. 830 am ., Sun
WTVJ, Miami 4. 930 am, Sun WSBK, Bosten 38. 1000 4.m . Sun
4 r3 WEAR, Pesascola LitWam, Sun WGCB, Springficld 40, 900 am., Sun.
WCTY, Tallahassee 6. 1200 noon, Sun arge s as
* WPEC, W. Palm Beach 12, 930 am, Sun MICHIGAN
1. XFL, Tampa 4. 900 s . Sun . WUHQ, Batthe Creek 41,11 J0am. bun N
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WTSG, Albany 31 800 am . Sun WZZIM, Grand Rapids: 13, 12.00 noun, Sun‘
WXIA, Atlanta 1730 S, WILX, Lassing 10,10 30 a m . Sun
. . 4m . Sun 5 ; .
. . WIBK, Southiicld 2,700 am . Sup
WTHS, Atasta 17,700 am . Sun WPBN, T Cie 7 30 am . S
. WAGT, Augusta 26 10 W0 am . Sun h Traverse City - 7. 1130 2, Sun.
WRBL, Columbas 1. 8 30, a m.. Sun. . MINNESOTA
WMAZ, Macoa 3. 800 wm., Sun KDLH, Doleth 3. 1000 4 m.. Sun
WTOC, Savasmah 11,1030 am., Sun. KMSP, Miaseapolis 9. 700 am . Say.
* WVCGA, Valdecta * 44.1030 am,, Sun KSTP, S¢. Pawl 5. 700 am Sun
. HAWALN
KIKU, Honalule 13,930 a.m, Sun ST MISSISsIPPt
1DAHO WLOX, Bilexi 13,830 am, Sun
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KROG, Jeffersom City
KODE. Joplia 12,7
KPOB, Poplar Bluff
KOLR, Springield |
KPLR, St. Lowis
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WIXT, Syracwse 9,

NORTH CAROLINA
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OHIO . .
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30 am., Sun.

- 17,730 am., Sun
I, 800 a.m., Sun. -
- 16, 8:30 am., Sun
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RHODE ISLAND -
WPRL Prevideace — 12, 1130 a.m., Sun.
SOUTH CAROLINA
WCBD, Charieston — 2. 10:00 a.m., Sun.
WIS, Colembia — 10, 7°30 a.m., Sun.
WPDE. Flarence - - 15, 10:00 a m,. Sun.
WYF“‘ Greewville — 4, 10:30 a.m.. Sun
SOUTH DAKOTA
KHSD, Lead — 11, 8:00 am. Sun.
KOTA, Rapid City -— 3. 8:00 am.. Sun.
KDLT, Sioux Falls — 5.9:30 am., Sun.
TENNESSEE
WDEF, Chatta — 12, 10:30 a.m., Sun.
WKPT, Khﬁn—. 19. 11:30 a.m., Sun.
WTVK. Knouville - 26,930 am . Sun
WPTY, Memphis - 24.9:30 p.m,, Sua.
WNGE, Nashville .. /00 am . Sun
TEXAS
KAMR, Amarille 4. 900 a.m., Sun.
KTXA, Arlington ® 21. 7,00 a.m.. Sun.
KTVV, Austin 36,930 am, Sun.
KWAR, Big Springs 9.9 30 am., Sun
KZTV, Corpus Cheisti - 10, 1000 a.m., Sun.
KTSM, El Pase 9.700 am. Sun
KGBT, Harlingea ; 4.730am, Sun. °
KPRC, Howston 2, 700 am . Sun
KCBD, Lubbock  1).930 am . Sun
KTRE. Lufkin 9.6 30 am . Sun.
KTPX, Midtand 9, 930 am., Sun °
KJAC, Port Arthur 4, 1000 a.m , Sun.
KENS, Saa Astowio 5,700 am., Sun.
KLTV, Tyler - 7,630 am, Sun
KFDX, Wichita Falis 3. 800 am .4SunA
. UTAH
KUTV, Salt Lake 2. 830 am., Sun.
VERMONT
WVNY, Burliagton - 22, 1000 a.m.. Sun
VIRGINIA
MWVIR, Charlottesville 29, 10:00 a.m . Sun.
WVEC, Norfolk 13, 10:00 a.m . Sun
WXEX, Richmond 8. 10.30 u.m . Sun.
WSLS, Roamoke 10. 7.90 a m., Sun.
WASHINGTON
KNDU, Richiand 25.730am. Sun
KIROsSeattle 7. 70Qam . Sun
KXLY, Spokase 4, 1100 am . Sun
KCPQ, Tacoma 13,930 am.. Sun
KNDO, Yakima 2}, 730 am, Sun
WEST VIRGINIA
WOWK, Huatingtoa 13900 am, Sun.
. WISCONSIN
WQOW, Fau Claire 18,630 am, Sun.
WLUK, Gteen Bay 11, 6:30 am, Sun.
WXOW, La Crosse - 19, 6 30 a.m., Sun.
WKOW, Madisop 17,6 30 am., Sua. -
WITL Milwaukee 6. 1030 am . Sun.
WAEQ, Rhuindiander - 12, 10.30 a.m.. Sun.
WAOW, Wausanw 9.630am. Sun.
WYOMING
KOWY, Casper - 14,900 am . Sun
KYCU, Cheyemne S, 1000 am . Sun
KﬁCW, Sheridan 12,800 am. Sun

CANADA

BRITISH COLUMBIA
CIDC, Dawson Creek 5. 11 30 am , Sun
CFIC, Kamloops 4. 900 am.. Sat,
CHBC, Okanagan 2,900 a.m , Sat
CKPG, Prince G T°8:00 am’. Sat.
L FTK, Terrace-Kiimat 3, 800 am , Sat.
CHAN, Vascowser' '8, 10.30 a.m. Sun.
CHEK, Victoria 12,730 am . Sav.*
ALBERTA

CFAC, Calgary - 2.5 30 am., Wed.
CHAT, Mediciac Hat = 6. 1130 ay
CKRD, Red Deer 6, 10:00 a.m.; .
KXLY, Spokane 4. 1100 am , Sun

SASKATCHEWAN
CKSA, Lioydmiaster 2, 9:30-a.m., Sun.
CKTV, Regina -, 12, 9.30 am.. Sun.
CFQC, Saskateon - B, 10:00 a.m., Sun.
CIFB, Swift Carvent - 5, 10:30 a.m., Sat.

CKOS, Yorkiom — 5, 11:30 am.. Sun.
MANITOBA
CKX, Bramdon -- 5. 10:00 a.m., Sun
CKND, Wianigeg - 9. 7:00 am.. Sun.
ONTARIO

CKVR, Barrie - 3.11.30 am, Sun.
WGRZ. Buffsto — 2, 830 am., Sun
CKNY, Narth Bay — 9. 10:30 a.m., Sun.
CJOH, Ottawa — 6. 10:30 am., Sua.
CIIC, Sauit Ste. Marie — 13, 11:30 am.. Sat.
GLOBAL, Seuthern Owtario — 8:30 a.m., Sat.; 9:00

a.m. Sun. i
CICL, Sudbary - 5, 10:30 am, Sun. -
CKPR, Thunder Bay - 2, 10:30 a.m., Sun.
CTTO, Timemias - 6, 1030 am., Sun.

. QUEBEC
CFCF, Momtreal — 12, 7:00 am., Sun.
ATLANTIC CANADA

WVIL, Bamgor — 7, 1030 a.m., Sun
CICH. Halifax, NS. — 5, 1130 am., Sun.
CKCW, Moncton, N.B. 2. 11 30 a.m . Sun.
CHSJ, St. Johm, N.B. 4. 1200 noon. Sun.
CKLT, St. Joha, N.B. 9,11 30 am., Sun.
NTV. St. Joba's, NFLD. - 6, 10.30 a.m.. Sun.
CICB, Sydmey, NS. 4, 11'30 am_, Sun.

. AUSTRALIA
. AC.T.
CTCT, Canberra 7.30 a.m , every second Sun.
NEW SOUTH WALES  ~

AMV4, Albwry - - 10°20 a.m_, Sun.
WINIL, Batemen's Bay - 830 am. Sun.
WING, Bega - 8.30 am . Sun.
WINJ, Broker's Nose -~ 8.30 am., Sun.
CTC10, Cooms  7:30 a.m., every sccond Sun.
CMV10, Deniliquim - - 9:30 a.m.. Sun.
WINJ, Eden - 8:30 a.m., Sun.
CTC10, Goulbwrm 7 30 a.m., cvery second Sun.
GMVE, Jeriderie 9 30 am . Sun.
AMV4, Khancoban -.i0 20 a.m.. Sun.
NBN1O, Merriwa - 6:25 a.m.. Sun..
NBNL, Murrurundi -- 6 25 a.m., Sun.
WINI1. Narcoma 830 a.m., Sun.
NBN3, Newcastle  6:75 a.m., Sun
NBN10, Rossgole.  6.25 a.m., Sun.

*TEN1O, Sydmey -~ 630 anv.. Sun

CTC10, Tuggeramong  7.30 am., cvery
second Sun
RVN2, Wagga Wagga 10:20 a.m , Sun.
WIN4, Wollosgang 8 30 am.. Sun
RNV6G, Young - 1020 am., Sun.
' NORTHERN TERRITORY
NTDS, Darwin  10:00 a.m ., Sun.
QUEENSLAND
QTQ9Y, Brishane  6:00 a.m.. Wed.
SEQI, Gympie 11:30 a.m.Sun.
DDQ1O, Kingaroy 11:30 am . Sun
SEQ8, Maryborough - - 11:30 a.m., Sun.
SEQS, Moato' - 11:30 a.m.. Sun.
SEQI0, Nambowr — 1130 am.. Sun.
DDQSA, Toowoomba -— 11:30 a.m., Sun.
SDQ4, Warwick 1130 am, Sun.
SOUTH AUSTRALIA
SASLO, Adelalde 800 am, Sun.
TASMANIA
TNTI0, Burmie - 1030 am . Tues
TNTIL, Derby 10:30 a.m . Tues
TNT48, Devonport 1030 am., Tues
TVT6, Hobart 1000 am , Tues
TNTY, Liunceston  10:30 am.. Tues.
TNTe, lileah 1030 am., Tues
TVTE, Maydena 1000 am . Tues
TNTI1L, Proapect 1030 am . Tues.
TVTH, Queensiowa 10:00 a.m . Tues.
TVI10, Rasebery 1000 2 m . Tues
10 30 a.m.. Tues.
5. Marys  10:30 am . Tues
vage River - 10:30 am.. Tues.

" TNT11, Sasithtos 10 30 a.m.. Tues.

TVTH, Strathgordon 1000 am , Tues.
TVTH, Swassea - .10:00 a.m., Tucs.
TVTH, Tarcons - 10:00 a.m., Tucs.
TNTHI, Waratsh - 10:30 a.m., Tucs.

TNTSA, Wyayard — 10:30 a.m., Tues.
VICTORIA
GMV10, Alexsndra — 9:30 am.. Sun.
BTVé, Ballarat — 8:00 a.m., Sun.
AMVI1L, Bright .- 10:20 a.m., Sun.

* GMV3, Eildon — 9:30 a.m.. Sun.

ATV10, Melbowrne — 6:00 am.. Sun.
AMVS, Myrtieford — 10:20 am., Sun.
BTV7?, Naill — 8:00 am., Sun.
BTV1L, Portiand — 8:00 a.m., Sun.
GMV6, Sheppartoa -— 9:30 a.m., Sur
BTVY, Warrnambool --- 8:00 a.m.. Sun®
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

GSW9, 'Albaay - - 8:30 a.m_, Sun.
BTW3, Bunbary - 8:30 am.. Sun.
VEWS, Kalgoarlie — 5:00 p.m.. Sun.
VEW], Kambalda  5:00 p.m., Sun.
BTWI0, Katanaing — 8.30 a.m., Sun.
VEW6, Merredia - 5:00 p.m., Sun.
] Narrogia - §.30 a.m., Sun.
BTW{, Quairadieg  8:30 am., Sun
VE Tammia - 500 p.m ., Sun

11, Wagias 830 a.m, Sun.
VEW47, York  5:00 pm . Sun

PHILIPPINES
LUZON -
Bagwio — RPN Chan 12, 7.30 a.m., Sat.
Bayombong — RPN Chan. 7, 7:30 a.m.. Hat.
triga — RPN Chan. 10, 7:30 a.m.. Sat.
Legazpi — GMA Chan. 12, 9:30 am., Sat and
Sun .
Legazpi — RPN Chan. 2, 7:30 a.m., Sat. .
Metro-Manila — RPN Chan. 9, 7.30 am., Sat.
Metro Maaila — GMA Chan 7, 8:30 a.m. Sat,, 9:30
am. Sun.
Palawan — RPN Chan. 5, 7:30 a.m., Sat.
- ~MINDANAO
Betean — RPN Chan. 12, 7:30 a.m., Sat.
Cagayan de Oro — GMA Chan. 12, 9:30 a.m., Sat.
and Sua.
Cagayan de Oro — RPN Chan. 5, 7:30 a.m., Sat.
Cotabato — RPN Chan. 9, 7:30'a.m., Sat. .
Davac — GMA Chan. 7. 9:30 a.m., Sat. and Sun.
Darso — RPN Chan.'4, 7:30 a.m,, Sat.
(ligam — GMA Chan. 2, 9:30 a.m., Sat. and Sun.
Jolo — RPN Chan. 9, 7:30 a.m.. Sat.
Marbel — RPN Chan. 9, 7:30 a.m., Sat.
Orpquicta — RPN Chan. 13, 7:30 a.m.. Sat.
Ozamis — RPN Chan. 13, 7:30 a.m., Sat.
Pagadian — RPN Chan. 9, 7:30 a.m., Sat.
Swrigae — RPN Chan. 13, 7:30 a.m.. Sat.
Zamboanga — GMA Chan. 3, 8:30 a.m., Sat.; 8:00
am., Sun, .
Zambioaags — RPN Chan. 9, 7:30 a.m.. Sat.
VISAVAS
Amtique — RPN Chan. 6, 730 a.m., Sat.
Bacolod — RPN Chan. 8, 7:30 a.q., Sat.
Bagacay — RPN Chan. 4, %30 a.m., Sat.
Cebu — GMA _Chan. 7, 8:30 a.m., Sat.; 9:00 a.m.,
Sun. .
Ccba — RPN Chan. 9. 7:30 a.m.. Sat.
Dumaguete — RPN Chan. 5, 7:30 a.m., Sat.
Taclobaa — RPN Chan. 5. 730 am Sat

CARIBBEAN

Bermada, ZFB-TV (Eag) Hamilton &, 7:30 p.m..

Wed.
Bahamas, ZNS-TV, Nassaw - 13,400 p.m.. Sun.
Jamaica, JBC-TV, Kiagston 11,930 u.m., Sun.
Puerto Rico -- San Juan Cabic TV WGN, Chicago
5, 8:30 a.m.. Sat; WOR, New York 9, 9:30 p.m,
Sun.. WTBS, Atlanta, 13, 7.00 am., Sun. *
Virgia ks, (US.A.) WSVL, Christiansted, St. Cralx - -
Ch 8, 7.00 a.m., Sun. . K

Trisided and Tobago TV - 9 and’ |4, 6:00 p.m.,
Sun. *

OTHER AREAS _
Ceatral America;, TVTV, Belize  Chi 7, 9:00 a.m,
Sun.. s
Guam, KUAM, Agama 8, 9:30 a.m., Sun,
Laxembouwrg, RTL Radio/Television | 1:05 p.m. Fri.
Meaace, TMC, Maste-Carle - - 10, 5:15 p.m., Sun.
See next lasue for radio log. :
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* NOISE POLLUTION

Its More ©

than Meets the Ear‘

ILENCE is golden,” says

an old German proverb.

And for the millions

packed together in ur-
ban sprawls, silence is indéed
becoming as valued as the
precious metal.

Harried city dwellers are
-subjected to the confused din
of autos, buses and ‘trucks, the
rumble of trains, the wail of si-
rens, the jolt of jackhammers,

“the roar of Je;'~c lanes, the ,
nmscs .of mdustry‘. commerc¢._
construcwon and ;glemolltlon '

" And all the otier activities
that are part of taday’s city
life. g - .

The suburbs aren’t necessanly
quiet havens either. Starting with
the jangle of the alarm clock in the
morning, the eardrums may be
assaulted throughout the day with
strident, nerve-racking sonic dis-
sonance coming from household
appliances, TVs, stereos, power
lawn mowers, chain saws, garbage
trucks, passing motor bikes and, oh
yes, the incessant yapping of*the
neighbor’s dog.

“Our socnety is driving ltsclf
nuts with noise,” déclared Dr.

Carlin, director of the Speech and :

Hearing Institute at the Universi-
ty of Texas Health Service Cen-
ter. Noise pollution, he said, can-
not only be blamed for loss of

hearing, but also brings” about "

otHer physical ailments, stress in
November/Decembes 1983
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by Clayton Steep

marriage, a letdown in worker pro-
ductivity and “all in all makes life
(AP interview. by Rob

< .

miserable”
Wood).

‘ What Is ““Noise’” Anyway?

For convenience, let’s méke a dis-
tinction between sounds and noise.
There are many sounds that are
beautiful, peaceful, awe-inspiring,

‘gdifying. These  are pleasant to

hear. There are other sounds that
are not. necessarily beautiful, but
which are ‘acceptable by- products
of human a‘btwny Then there is
honsc oise, as someone once
wrote. is any undesired sound. It is
sound at the wrong time and in the
wrong place.

A .dog barking as it ‘cavorts

across the countryside is an under-

standable and acceptable sound. In
the middle.of the night, 10 feet
from a bedroom window in a city, a
dogs barking |s an aggravating
noise.

For the most part, noise is "the
result of human actidity. Why is
the dog barking 10 feet from’ a
bedroom window instead of out'in
a field where it would rather be?
Because it is tied up or otherwise
trapped in circumstances of hu-
man dev:smg—a part of city
life. . -

Whenever people are crowded
together into cities, the noise
made by some disturbs others. It
is nothing new. The poet Decimus
Junius Juvenalis commented on
conditions ;lcﬁlient Rome: “In-

somnia cguses more deaths

—_High noise levels are not juét disagreeable—they are injuﬁous
to health and peace of mind.

amongst RMinvalids than any
other factor. ... How much sleep,
I ask you, can one get in lodgings
heie? Unbroken nights—and this
is the’root of the trouble—are a'
rich man’s privilege. The wagons
thundering past through those
narrow ' twisting streets . . . would .
suffice to jolt the doziest sea-cow
of an. emperor into permanent
wa.kcfulness |

Today, in addition to th nonse of
modern traffic, we have’to endure a
dcafenmg tumult from a multitude
of modern mass- producg;d mecham-
cal, noisemakers.

Emotional and Physical Effects

Sound is measured in dfcibels. A
prolonged noise level of 'from 65
to"80 decibels puts a severe strain
on the ears. A ‘short period of
more than. 90 decibels can damage
the hearing. .Tiny hairs in the"
hearing, mechanism, once de-
stroyed by excessive noise, never
grow back. The damage j is perma-
nent.

You think you are not exposed
to excessive nglse in today’s tech-
nologically oricnted society? Well,
a vacuum cleaner registers about
70 decibels; a hair dryer, 100; a
garbage disppsal, 80; a power
mower, 90 /00; an ayerage fac-
tory, 85; an electric shaver, 90;

"heavy traffic at 25 feet, 23; a
80 or. gbre;

motorcycle at 50 fee C

a jet plane at' takeoff, 150; a typ-
ical disco, 120. D:uly exposure at_
lower but constant levels, frony air’
conditioners, freeways or other




\ . .
background Roise, can over a long
period cause hearing loss ranging
from slight to total deafness.

But - excessive noise does more’

. than damage the delicate hearing
. mechanism. It has been found to
affect the fervous system, the
endocrine system, the stomach and
emotions. Likewise there is indica-
" tion that noise adversely affects the
heart and blood vessels, causing~
high blood pressure and an increase-

of .the cholesterol level.

Sudden noise, such as a car back-
firing or fireworks, can causé a
jump in pulse rates and blood pres-
sure, muscular contractions and
changes in the flow of digestive
juices. Noise sets nerves on edge. It
produces stress emotionally. and
physncally‘ J

It is becoming increasingly rec-
ognized that the noises of civiliza-

tion are partly responsible for the

diseases of civilization. Still, some
people, more often than not young
people, enjoy noise—at least they
think they enjoy it. But chanccs arc

they've’ Known nothing else. To ,

* >them: noise.is often synonymous
' with power. A loud motorcycle or
automobile says, ‘““Look at my
power, everybody!”,and* in some
" cases even serves as a kind of mat-
mg call.
The deafening (liter-
ally!) audio level at
which disco or vock -
musi¢ is usually
played has an actual
* physical ‘impact on
the body. Whilé it
maiy, be. inter-
preted as bemg
powcrful d: desir-
able, u is fag . froi
that. Dr. Carlin said
he weq( to.a disco
with two deaf friends.-
“l was going to tell
them | had to leave
because the noise
o"“}Was hurblng
¢ They lecft
5 first be-_

B, oo

‘What Can You Do?

°

Noise-sets nerves on
edge. It produces
stress emotionally ang
physically.

cause the clecibel count \ivas' so high,
they felt Rain in major ergans.of
their- body [src] although they

:could not hear.”

Young or oldy we are victims of
more than the noise we can hear.
Many machjnes produce uon@c

above or below the’ range of human -

hearing. Even though our ears can<

-not pick up these noises, they too .
’ With the(loud 'music;.

such symptoms as headaches, '
. nausea,

may affect the body, bringing

loss of equilibrium apd
fatigug. R
A -5
Unless you . attempt to.flee tq the
country, miles from civilization,
foregoing all of its loud,
gadgetd, you cannot
- o completely escape
harmfu] ‘noise. But to *
: some degree you can
Y w lessen its effects.
' tHere are some of the
recommendations of

various experts who have,

_studiéd the problem of
. noise _pollition:
K Avyoid wherever pos-
" sible subjecting ydurself to
loud noise. .,

2) Keep backgrbund
noisc to a mjnimum.

3) Keep déors and win;
dows closed whertheré s
a tot of outside nvises

4) Use heavicp dr per-

.ies,” weather stri ping

and other noise deaden-

ing materials.
5) Have ecar plugs
available for use whcn

. needed.

e There are laws on
. the *books in many
«areas that, if en-

. forced, would, cut

down on some
noise. Enforce-

-

<“loud $tereo™
" reply one police department gave

N

is 3 problem. The'- ‘police are too
busy ghasmg crlmmals to answer a -
complaint: The

demonstrated its frusf)r@tnon )
Wheii a caller ecompiained because
a neighbor had set up an ampli-
fied drum set in his backyard, the *
police officer asked, “What do,

‘you want us to do about it

“Well ¥ the (caller remarked,
“can’t you get “him for dlsturbmg
the peace?” To which the pollce-
mah responded  He's not dnsturh- .
ing our peace!” o

The real solution to the noise’
problem invdlves a fundamental -
change in the way soeiety func-

- tions. Speaking about the harmful

effects of noise, Pr. Carlfn stated,
““Adults should know better,.but it’
is the children I worry about.
h( tHe other,
noise, pollution, the future doesn’t
look good, for them anless their
values are turped andund.”
- The values of the whole world do

.nieed to be turnedé«?md So much”
- needless stress from doise could be

eltminated if people avould just be. *
considerate ‘of-others. Keeping the *

‘stereo turned down, kecpmg the

dog quiet, not honl(mg the llorp,or
squeallng the sires wntho ereasan,
not revving .the engine’ Just, plam
unselfish, co;}uderauon Rare it
this world.

The other basic step in 4solvmg
the problem is to eliminate harm-

ful noises at their \goint of origin,
-by desxgnmg products and' using.

procedures that do not .excedd’
realistic, enforced noise level stan- .
dards <
. That's the’ way a il wnll bc; in the
world tomorrow. When society is

¥set up to run God's® way, theré

will be thoughtful planning. '
against injurious side effects from
human endeavors There will be
plenty of JoyfuJ sounds, but nerve-
racking,” harmful noise will no
longer be?a factor in peoplcs
lives.

, God dtscribes that time this .
way: “The work’ off ¥ightcousness
shall be peace; and the effect of
rlg\hteousness quietness and assurt’
ance for ever. And my people
shall dwell'in a peaceable habita- '

“tion, and in sure dwellirigs; and’ in
- quiet restmg *places™ (lsa 32 17-
meiit, howgever,

1 8) a.
?m' PLAIN TRUTH




‘ LastWar ”, : pornography, dfug addiction and a culture that has’gone soft—espe- -
: : abortio -Meanwhilc God says that cially soft en sin. But God says to
he is tafing away. “the mighty man his frue ministers, in lsaiah 58:1:°
will break'the pnde of your power and thg man of war ... the captain. “Cry aloud. spare not: lift u’p your
[Lev, 26:19] . 6f fifty and the honorable
“The United Stales has stopped aman”(Isa. 3:2-3). )
. winning wars: ... America was un- *" People of statfire Who

. able, with all its vast pdwer, tg con- ° could lead theicountry out

+ quer little 'North* Wietnam!, The of its impending doom are .

“United States is fast.riding to_the fast fading from the scene.
grcatest fall that ever ‘befell any “O My people!” God
nation!” (Write for your free copy * exclaims. “Those who lead
of Mr. ArmS‘rong s book teday if you cause you to %re. and
you haven't read it.). ¢ dcstroy the way of your

It is high- ime. -lhal we -undér-  paths.”
o stood why Umtcd States no
longes anoy«%bd s projection and, -
“strong arm” in batlle once very (Jod is dealing"with a sin-.
Levid@ne - " “laden America in a’way
Oof Amenca today God exclaims,* -that few realize yet—-but
“Alas, sinful nation, a people’laden all will soon see clearly
with. -iniquity 1a. brood of -evildoers, enough'

\.hlldrtn who are corripters!™ (lsa Back again to CLHII'J"
1:4, RAY, throughout.) * America, there s still
0 God say:.fof e nation, in verse  residual prldc in some
S, that ““the whofe head’ »—meanlng quartefs in the projection
|L»gov_crr]|ng apparatus-- “is sick” - af U.S. power. Some
and that “the whole.heart” —refer-  believe events in” Central
ring to its national soul and America offer the ‘oppor-
morale— “faints.”™ - tunity to “refight the Viet-

Of Amerlcan society, God fur- - nam War." The United "

" ther says, “From the sele. of ‘the States will win this time, .
foot even lo\the head, there is po -they contend,. and in so
soundness in it," but wounds and doing demonstrate the
. britisey,and putrefying sores.”™ - _resolvg which was so lack-

: ’(*onc&rning America’s low moral mg in Vietnam. : )
()“c‘i)mg God refers, with few X But God saysothcrmse.

' -exceptions, to its Ieadcr; and its cit- < He ‘says he-will break—

izens in éxplicit terms. *You rulers once and for all—thc pride

_oof $odom,” God’ thundgrs oyou in the nation's power. *. .

# people of Gomorrah v - And in connection with

IJ lcngth magaunc articles* this, God - will ‘bring on

V“ym p,uhct ic “homOSex ual - other calamitles iff ‘order to

oeorghts? proclalm thel a°,“rew teachasinful [nation that it

’ matu[ iy’ is occurrmg in the is going .the wrong way.

- natipn's homoscxual contmunity.: Note the second half of

‘Homosexu.a-ls it-is editorialized.. Leviticus 26:19 quoted’

“are_on the verge of “real, political earlier:. *1 will make yout
gains. in ‘the 1980s™ - - . heavens liké i HV 4n.d your

" (Continued from page 4)

God"s' Warning Apparent - -

M

Meanwhllt, an unsuge publu. and earth like brd ]
uys Qﬂlgaidom—ﬂeﬂ much -of the .- Thefe is faow. cvery,_
Lkrgyw—d(mld of’ being labeled as- mdtcauon that -the so-
prejud?wd fail fo speak out on called “Big Drought .of - : i
- practices ‘God=cteafTy, condeinns as’ .1983" - which suddenly Al new facility in Puerto’ Cns(tlla. Honduras, u.sS.
dbOﬂﬂ \able (Ley: 18:22). “‘descended upon:an other-"" advisers train‘government: troops from
“A ‘petired 'U'S. CO"B"%*"‘“" ‘wise waterlogged coun-  El Salvador. (camouflage uniforms in bottom pholo)

"Idl‘mcd that Tlomosc.xuals are high try—could furn into a Honguran soldiers, top photo; po]we the base. *
rqv,governmcnl business, the- pralonged Dlist Bowl like

professnons—even the clergy l(sclf Situation. God, -whelhcr Amcrlcans-' : vouce like a trumpet; tcll My people .
. ’So what?" he commented. * fully see it-yet-or nol is begmmng their transgressmn. and the house ’
,;lre cver):ywhae e .. todeal wuh heir country in'a pro- “of Jacob their sins.”

& “The.natiomis being leaveried with 'found Ahanner. ° . “ ft’s time for America to
I lhls and other geplorable sinssuchas Srrong words" Maybe to somc in  repent—before it’s too late! ©

E Nouombarloocombor 10&3 . : . -_ meag me . . .o T o a1 -
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IN THE BIBLE?

Time Is Rupning Out! ‘e

(Continued from page- 6} 7

of ‘concern for others, ‘to the test.
"It may sound simplistic in a world
" filled -with complicated peace .ini-
tiatives and selfish,
claims. But this is the only real
way to peace in the family, among
neighbors and between nations!

What nation is willing to heed
this message today?

But even if the nations do not
heed the way to peacc world’ peace
is coming—and it wi)l be imposed
on mankind by the Almighty God
for oui own good.

Jesus Christ, the second Adam
(I Cor. 15:45), "unlike the first
Adam, overcame Satan's every
temptatron (Matt. 4). He qualified
to become this earth’s ruler. He
promised to return to this earth as
“King of kings, and Lord of lords™
(Rev. 19:16) to bring this world

eace by restoring the government
and the laws of God to lhl$‘ car(h
(Acls 3:19-21). ‘

* When Christ returns he will take
charge, putting down and eliminat-
ing all opposition £3 .God and God’s
“way of life (Rev. 19). Satan will be
then bound for 1,000 years so that
hé can't ‘continue ‘deceiving the
world (Rev. 20: 2).

Hate and violence will subside.
Stockpiling and making military
weapons will bccomc.a thing of the
past. Weapons will be converted
into peaceful, prodictive imple-
ments. “*They shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their
spears into prunmghooks (lsa.
2:4).

Methods of warfare will no lon-
ger be taught. Says God, “Ncnhcr
- .shall “they learn war any more”
(same verse). Instead, God's way

of life will be taught from child- -
hood. “And he will (gach us of his [

ways” (Isa. 2:3). Knb'wledgc about

God and.Goed's way” of [if€ will| »
_+ prevail woﬂdwldc Peacé in“the’| |

home and 4mo‘ng nahons will
wngﬁ - b

+What wohderful good news—the: |
. -'very good news or gospel’ (gpspel“'
- » nreans' “good news’) that Jesus |

- brought nearly 2,000 years ago.
The .world “has - rejected that jmes-
- .s3ge. We announce that message in

“the pages of The I’Iam Truth.. You\_ :

hdvc now read n

territorial

(Com:jnu’edfrom page 30)

eﬁamp‘lc. looked like thc‘avcragc
man of his day when he had grown
up. Judas had to point him out by
giving him a kiss.

be necessary if esu/s had a hato?

Do Some Checking

Such terms as Christmas
(**Christ’s mass’> or ‘‘mass of
Christ™), Nocl and Yuletide never
appear in the Bible. There is no
record in the New Testament of
the éarly Christians celebrating
Christ’s birth. They commemo-
rated Jesus' death annually in the
early sprmg as they wgre com-
manded to do (buke 22:19: I Cor.
11:26). But 'never his birth.
Even so. the Bible does talk
about what has come to be called

Why ‘would that”

o

‘the Christmas tree. The Christmas

tree is not a modern .inventign. Its
history goes back to distarit anuq-
uity, a few thousands of years

“before Jesus® birth. (Write for our

free article “Christmas 2,000 Years
Before Christ.™) People were deco-
rating such trees in the prophet
Jeremiah’s day. If you.wany a real
surprise, read what-God inspired
Jeremiah to write about the prac-
tice (Jer. 10:1-5)!

And if you want to know why
there are all the festivities sur-
roundmg December 25, consult the
section” under “Christmas™ in any

-major encyclopedia. You will be in

for quite a shock! . ~

Isn’t it high time to read and
believe what the Bible really says,
rather than what most - people—-
without checking—suppose it
says? (1

‘true or false?

T F The Chris

affice: nearast yau

CHRISTMAS

Doyou
know Its origins?

Few people stop to thmk about why they believe in
Christmas and its customs. How much do you know about
the origin of Santa Claus—of the Christmas tree —of
exchanging gifts? Can you tell /I rhe following sfafements are *

T F Christmas is the birthday of Jesus Christ.
" T .F The Santg.Claus myth is a harmless story for children.
‘Q}s tree is a (aarly recent innovation.
TF Exchangnng glfts stems from the wis@ men's example.
T F Cﬁnstmas observance with all its traditions, honors®Christ.

. ,,How do you think you d:d’? All the statements above are
.false.. Surprised? Our free booklet The
Plain Fruth About Christmas offers
: important facts you need to know—and
... preferably. before December 25. For
a ) ‘copy, just mail the literature request
-~ rard in this issue, or write lo our

.

The PlunTruth
About
CHRISTMAS




NOW GENERATION

(Continued from page 21)

Society is going to come apart at
- the seams unless some fundamental
changes are made in today’s pat-
terns of thinking and patterns of
living.

There was a time in- Britain,
America and Western Europe when
marriage usually meant till death do
us part. People-weren't perfect and

neither were marriages. But, a deep.

sense of responslblhly was- abroad
in our lands. A man’s word meant
something. The family was a strong
unit of society. Parents felt respon-
sible for their children. People
saved up their money before buying
a car, a washing machine or other
expensive items. Most folks tried to
live within their means.

WHY?

You find the answers when you
read early American history, and
the history of the British nations of
the period. You find a great many
references to “the fear of God.” to
“Divine providence.” and to a sense
of purpose in building nations, or
in “winning the West.” ’

But in our presenteday selfish,
hedonistic society, any real sense of
purpose secems to have vanished
from most people’s lives People
don’t know why they are, what life
is supposed to be all about or where
they are going.

The Source that Reveals Life's
Purpose

Though most moderns seem un-
aware of it, there is a grcdt manual
for humansurvival. It is an instruc-
tion book sent from the Designer of
the human mind and body to tell us
how to live. It is called the Holy
Bible.

In this Book of’ bO(’kb your Cre-
ator states, “Where there is no
VISION, the people perish: but he
that keepeth the law, happy is he”

-(Prov. 29:18).

The" correct vision, lhe~ true
understanding of why we are here
and where we are headed, is vitally
important to a genuinely happy and
balanced léﬁ:ﬂiul. cut off from the

Creator, most”men have no idea of
that great purpose.
They are concerned only with
‘“‘eat, drink and be merry, for
tomorrow we die.”

November/December 1983

_perhaps by illicit or **

With this shailow

take, get and grab at happiness,
exploiting their fellow human
beings in the process. Rather than
trying to build their marriages yvith
outﬂowing love, kindness. paticnce
and servnce they scek desperately
to *get” happiness from him or
her—and then look on in wonder-
ment when the agony of separation
or divorce occurs.

Not knowing the Sincere 10vY of
serving one_ another, they try to
dull the pain of their emptiness and
frustration by intemperate use of
liguor. by various-other drugs or
kinky" sex.
Having no purpose in life and final-
ly realizing that the deep and abid-
ing happiness they are searching
for is NEVER going to be found—at
least not where rhey are looking—
they may ultimately “freak out” on

The true understanding
of why we are
here and where we are
headed is vitally
important to a genuinely
happy and
balanced life.

drugs or finally kill themselves!
The Abundant Life

Some 2,000 years ago, a great Being
from another place. another time.
descended through outer space and
came to settle, for a little while, on

planet Earth. This majestic Being -

emptied himself of the glory and

power he had bhdfcd from eternity

Yuth God.

His name was Jesus, the son of

God :
He said.

@
“l am the WAY. the

‘trulh. and the life” (John'14:6).

He said, **I have kept my Father's
commandments’ (John 15:10).

And again, "My yoke is easy, and
my burden is light” (Matt. 11:30).

This inspired Son of God did
indeed keep his Father’s command-
ments and find that his Father's
“yoke” was easy. Understanding
and truly following the Ten Com-

“ine genera-’
tion™ philosophy, they proceed to’

mandments—the great “law of lib-
erty’’ (Jas. 2:12)—is indeed a happy
way of life. )
Knowing this, Jesus sldtcd “iam
come that they might have life, and
that they might have it more ABUN-
DANTLY" (John 10:10). If you fol-
low that way. you will be deeply

_rewarded not only by your own hap-

piness and inner peace, but by the
joy. the appreciation and the return-
ing love you will arouse in others
around you.

For those who persist in following
the “get and grab™ philosophy of
the “‘now generation,”™ God says,
“The way of transgressors is hard”

.(Prov. 13:15). Although they don’t

yet know it, their vain, seclfish
hedonistic. society is soon coming (o
a sudden END when God intervenes
in world affairs. ““And . .. there
were great voices in heaven, saying,
The kingdoms of this world are
become the kingdoms of our Lord,.
and of his Christ; and he shall reign
for ‘ever and ever.... And the
nations were angry, and thy wrath is
comé, akd the time of the [nations,
original{ Greek text]; that they

judged, and that thou
shouldest give rewar thy ser-
vants the prophets, and to the saints,
and them that fear thy name, small
and great; and shouldest destroy
them which destroy the earth”
(Rev. 11:15, 18).

A wonderful world tomorrow is
coming! If you begin td'get the pic-
ture and want answers in detail that
make sense, write today for our free
booklet explaining the ‘way of life
described in this article. Send for
your free ‘copy of The Ten Com-
mandments.

If you want to go even deeper,
write for the Ambassador College
Bible Correspondence Course. It is
a study of the Bible, the prophetic
events that lic ahead and how you
ought to be living in preparation for
these morgentous times. This
remarkable Correspondénce Course
is free of charge to you—we only
ask that you set yourself to study it
regularly with your own Bible.

Thank God! Very soon, the “now
generation™ philosophy will be
“gone with the wind”—replaced by
a generation both understanding
and experiencing the awesome PUR-
POSE being worked out here
below! -0
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“The Other Land of
| the Free”

Your article i
example of the fability of old
world rule. King Bhumibol of
Thailand proved|to the world
that-in the 1980% traditional
values can be kept and still
uscd proficientlyf side by, slde
with modern idd:

an excellent

Camp Hill,
Law Enforcem
As the Chiel of the
Training Division of the
Western Police District, |
would like to request copies of
your magazines for our WPD
Library, )
"~ In line with our moral
regeaeration program, |
believe this could help as a
tool in strengthening the
moral fibers of our policemen
in order to develop them to be
“lay enforcers with a heart,”
and to improve in their
performance of their duties.
Virgilio M. Paz
P/Lt. Colonel, INP -
Manila, Philippines

I wish to congratulate you
on your article “*What's Your
Source of Protection?” in the
June issue, and particularly
your balanced report on the .
gun control issuc>This,
provided a welcome contrast
to the emotional and biase
reports | have come (o expéct
from other pubtications. | am
only (00 well aware that legal
controls on fircarms adversely
affect onty the law-abiding
citizen.

The crime rate in Wesfern
Australia s as high or higher
than other Australian states
even though gun control laws
are far more stringent here.
The only -response from

,poluu.lana and poluce is for
mare restrictions upon
ordinary fircarm owners and
less upon ¢riminals,

Kevin Caimanos
Albany, Australia

New Readers

It is the very first tin'l\: |
know that there is a
free-of-charge magazine which
is also colorful. Frankly
speaking, such a magazine -
costs twd portions of food in
my country.

As a new subscriber of Ih
Plain Truth. | wagt to ask *
you for the free bookicts -Does”

God Exist?, Why Were You . |

Born? and The Seven Laws Of
Success.
: Hadi Subianto
;. Bromo, Malang-Jatim”

. Indonesia

1 ain a typical teenager (17
years of age) who is involved
in the search for identity. [ ~
am fascinated with the articles
you're publishing in ‘your
magaziné, especially those
which render practical
counselling.

I am also engrossed by the
ideas advocated in the
Ambassador College Bible
Correspondénce Course.

Raul A. Omana
Pnteros. Metro Manila
Philippines

Last February my husband
died in an encounter with the
New Peoplc s Army nght in
our municipality. He was just
promoted as officer in charge
of the Bansalan p3lice
station here in Bansalan,
Davao del Sur, Mindanao,
Philippines, when the incident
happened.

Now, | am left alone and
very lonely, most especially
when the children are all out
to school. There are times
when I cannot hold back my
tears.

Then one evening, | came

.across the Plain Truth

magazine. (I was once a free
subscriber in’ 1979-80). Could
you enler me in your
subscription to The Plain
Truth again for free? -
Cesdria E. Arcenas
Baunsalan, Davao del Sur

_'my first copy of the Plain”
“Truth magazine. 1 (houghl 1

I started getting your’
magazinc in January. At first
I didn’t really look aj it until |
read your article on “Fow te
Rear Happy Children.” Since

then I have re-tooked over my |

back issues of The Plain,”
Truth and Yound prcnty of
qph-:vgood ‘argielesiy L
fo & Doug Lnernh:e
Wianon{ WQ

Havmg béen. dchghle& thh“

should simply write in to
express my appreciation for a
fine publication. The fact that
The Plain Truth can continue
to be circulated due to ¢ '
donations by readers—and by

‘the grace’ of God—is indeed a

wonder in this day. Please
accept (hlS small contribution
which could hardly cover the
value of the knowledge which
The Plain Truth imparts. :
D. Schroeder
East London, South Africa

Islam

[ must put in a good word
from some Islamic friends of
mine, who were spellbound
with the article in the June
'83 issue —"Seeing the World
Through Islamic Eyes.” It was
the first time they had eve.

| seen an article written in the

Western world with so much -
honest truth about their
religion. Once again you've
done a great job!
Roberta Boswell
Hamilton, Ontario

I have read with interest the
article on Islam which
appeared in the June edition
of The Plain Truth. We
welcome Such a fair-minded
approach to a subject in which
interest is growing dajly, and
think that it will do much to
help to create better
understanding between - people
of different faiths.

The Islamic Council is a
non-governmental independ

organization which exists tdy

further understanding of Islam
in the West. It was founded in
1973. Ong of its most -

- important achicvements is, the

Universal Islamic Declaration .

"o Human- Rpghls which: was.
E proclarmcd in P

in_| 98 [
prescatauvc

»imcrb\ago

. Dcclaratmn i

- af. the Qur an and'the .,
-1, Sinnah, and. demonstrates a,

fundamental tenet of Islam by
pointing out that man’s rights
are also his obligations.

‘Indeed, the basic difference

between this declaration and
the United Nations’

" Declaration of Human Rights.

and the Western perspective

0 general, is that whilst the

latter is what might be called
man-CoRsCious, recognizing
man as the centre of all
things. the Islamic perspective
is God-conscious, in that man
is beholden to God and must
account to Him for all his -~
actions.
Salem Azzam
Secretary General
Islamic Council
London

I was very impressed with
your article on lIslam. Your
impartial and true picture on
the religion to which [ belong
was very understanding, and |
do hope many people around
the world would not get the |
wrong impression or blame
Islamic teachings for incidents
that take place in violent .
climates like lran.

Wahid Omardeen
Gasparillo, Trinidad

"1 extend my deepest
appreciation for the Islamic
article you printed June 1983
There was far more fairness
than | had ever anticipated,
since it was the first time |
had ever taken the opportunity
to read your magazine. |

consider the article “Seeing

Philippines
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the Wor)d Through Islamic
| Eyes™ as'a great blessing
especially since it was in
circulation during the month
of Ramadan..

As a Muslim, 1 extend my
fullest apprccnatlon once again,
furthermore, that | find it
extremely refreshing to know
that such’ a source of
Christians and good Christian
literature still exists.

Stanley F.H. Shaheed
Atlanta, Georgia

Your article entitled “The
- +| Role of Television jn'the =
| 'Decling of UsS. Prestige”™ was-
squrﬁ l,t..,;old me some: vcry
ml‘orpau\rc ihings: | never " 7
Knew anythmgvabom:u S
tcluvns;on in foregign countries
" giving a distorted idea of .what
ddily- fife is like jn the U.S.
'm anew subscnher and

.with the Plain Truth
magazine!
Matt. T. Estrada
San Jose, California

Conquer Your Fears
I take this opportunity in
«thanking you for this
wonderfdl magazine. Keep up
the good work. | especially
enjoyed the article you
pubtished entitled “You Can
- Conquer Your Fears.” | hope
. lo sée many more similar
articles especially on the
human mind. .
Mys. Budhram
Pietermaritzburg,
South Africa

General Comments

Please continu¢ o supply
me Plain Truth for another
year. lts unconventional,
logical and convincing
messages reflected through
various articles distinguishes i{
from the rest of the
innumerabie printed pages
fiooding the troubled world
today.

Dr. N.S. Jodha
Sr. Economist
Icrisat Patancheru
India

‘Referring 10 your article m
Plain Truth (July-August)

strongly object to the absurd
“idea that this country is
“condemned,” alongside
England and America, both .of

o

already | am very Impr(:s;cd s

about Austraha- We here most -

.

“to u(he That will be

whom have violated, *
suppressed, plundered and
corruptéd people in other

| countries all over the world. ™

D. Taylor
Brisbane, Australia

Being an insurance broker, |
have to visit the homes and -

offices of many people and am
4 amazed and glad to sée the

copies of The Plain Truth in -
those places. These people are
not even Christians, but are
Muslims or Hindus.
Davis R. Ephrahim
Montreal, Quebec

J am’ nOl working away

“frajn home any. mote. T Have

been’ promoted from secrclm»y
to domestic:engineer, - . .

hepefully for.);ood But lwam :
<at this time-to 5gy. what a -

privilege it has' been .

the only thing T will miss*
about working outside my; "'

*home.

N - Myrna Hargrave
« Cochrane, Alberta

Correspondence Course -

. As for yeur Bible,
Course, well | don’t think that
would be for me, as | am a
Catholi¢. But | noticed that
your magazine is very fair
with all religions. |

enjoy your magazine,
1

especidlly the articles on the .
different religions in Europe
and the Middle East. I never
undérstood much about them
but your magazine cxplams
them quite well.
Clair McKenrick
Chatham, New Brunswick

| think | should be allowed
space in your ‘fast-growing
magazine to ericourage
readers to enroll in the Bible
Course. 1 pcrsondlly appreciate
the way the course is

‘compiled. The course is simplé -

and straightforward and it's
the most up-to-date and
realistic Bible study Also, it
relates the prophecies of God
to the happenings of the
present age. | really appreciate
Yyour scrvices.

Fortune M. Jones

Luveve, Bulawayo

Zimbabwe

| must let you know that
even though I've been through

the material just once, it has
been and continues t¢ be an
eye-opening and thrilling
‘experience. | started the first
lesson of the Corresfondence
Course last night and 1
couldn’t put it ddwn.
Stephen T. Wheeler
Mississauga, Ontario

Czochoilovakla

People reading the article
an life in“Czechoslovakia get a
wrong impression of the nation
under comfhunism.

. Peaple do not wait in*
qucucs for simpte purchases - -
just.becausefof a hur'ééucralic'
istributiop systeq but", -».
-because.of 1he whole: cconnm;d

morale is{lowwand ‘the
producnv{ly is fow, A% Puéry

-1 high proportion of nahonal

“product in communist .
countries (higher than'in the,
- West) js spent, on the
production of, arms.

The wrjzér mentioned that
Czechoslovakia was
“liberated™ from the Nazis by
the Soviet Army. However, it
should have been mentioned
that in May 1945 units of
Patton’s army reached the
outskirts of Prague but had to,.
withdraw since Stalin insisted
that the Red Army must enter
Prague ﬁrst'

R: Kru@ochvll
Torrejls. Australia

Communication with
the Dead,

The article by Keith Stump.
*Communication with the
Dead—Is It Possible?™ has
‘een particularly helpful to
me. Your magazine will be a
springboard to a new
life-style.
el Arnold Banda
Cwaka Agric. College

El"npangeni. South Africa

Good for Food?

This refers fo the article in -
your July/August issue
entitled “'Is All Amimal Flesh
Good for Food?" | was
| amazed to learn that clams,
< oysters, lobsters, shrimp as
well as bacon, ham, etc., are
prohibited by the Bible.

If we all adhered*to this
type of abstaining, the pork as
well as the scafood industries’
restaurants would meet with a
national catastrophe.

o < Qan Fra

and s_ob}ak systed? the* working -

I would be interested in
learning the views of .
other theologians on this h
subject. .
Eugene Krebs
Staten island, New York

“World Tomorrow"'
Program

| watched your show for the
first time this Sunday. | often
asked miyyself what was wrong
with the world today. Seeing
what the Plain Truth ’
magazine is all about, | know
that it will help me sce the
world with a clearer vision,
. Slelh M.F. Chiu
] co del Monte
Quezbh Ity Phtlippme& :

lwa\oh you lhmugh
lcle\rlsu‘m 1 mysclf am’ Hindu

in helief but your words’ and . |

*saying__aré attracting ~

mé-’/ -

" 1 appreciate highly what

you have offer through

television and [ always make

time to follow the

truth you offer to the *

audience.

) LG.N. Santawirya
Makati, Metro Manila .

Philippines

~ Ong night when I'was
working | turned on my radio

-{ ~and heard your voice. |

listened very carefully to what

" you were saying and it does

make a lot of sgnse. | now -
listen to you every night and
sometimes twice a night on
two different stations.

I have never in'my life heard
anyonc else speak like yoyu do.
| have also been reading
The Plain Truth and it has -«

given life a real meaning 0
me. Through it, | am learning
how to discipline myself.
Clinton Green
Edmonton, Alberta -

Change Others?

« | enjoyed the article
“Should You Try to (‘hange
Others?” It reminds' me about
my school days when we were
forced to atjend Bible Study
classes. A lot of students now
actually stay away. because of-
*that. '

o1 like the way you explain
things in the Bible and tell us
to read it ourselves. .

Anthony Johnson
Ysterplaat, South Africa

-
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ankind has achieved
astonishing materialistic
progresst So why is the worlg
plagued with unhappiness,
violence, war and ever
increasing human decadence?
Scientific and technical
knowledge has produced
awesome achievements,
but human knowiedge.
-production ‘has also broughtf)
manking to the brink of -
extinction! Why do we lack the
know-how to solve world
troubles? Our free booklet
makes the answers plain For
your copy use E—
the reply card - ERIAYUY
inside this issue,
or write to our  [RSMNINUN]
"office ‘nearest. A
you.

.

. ‘'

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

The Pan Trathe Pasaden s - A 1
O

L3

MOV|NG? Let us know so we can
continve to send you the Plain Fruth
magazine tree CALL 800-423-4444 and
kéep The Plain Truth coming! In California, -
“Alaska or Hawau call collect
213-304-6111, o

]




