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HERE ARE THE ACTUAL RECORDS
SHOWING 30%-per-year, 35-year GROWTH
— and WHY and HOW Growth Then Stopped

By Herbert W. Armstrong
R UMORS have gone out
that when I have said so

many times God’s Work,

grew 30 percent per year the
first 35 years my statements
were untrue,

The rumor started to
spread that 1 grossly mis-
represented — that the
Work grew very slowly that
first 35 years, but that it did
in fact really grow faster
AFTER 1969.

Brethren, it is now
IMPORTANT that you know the
TRUTH. I have had three de-
partments of the Work — Pas-
toral Administration, Mail

Processing and Financial Af-
fairs — give me the AcTUAL
RECORDS — YEAR BY YEAR —

'UP TO THE PRESENT!

The actual RECORDS give you
the truth!

Let me quote briefly from the
article inthe June SthGoodNews:

“*For 35 years the Work of God
grew steadily at the rate of approx-
imately 30 percent a year. I do not
know of any organization, secular
or religious, that has shown so
remarkable growth, starting from
NOTHING financially (though we
started with something greater —
FAITH in the living Christ as HEAD
ofthe Church and the Work). This
Work wasbuiltliterallyon FAITH.

“*The living Christ blessed it
richly, even thoughthere was car-

nal- opposition and persecution
from the beginning. . .

‘“Meanwhile I was going in
person, withour advertisingagent
of that time, to managers of radio
stations all over the United States,
especially the major 50,000-watt
stations, obtaining time for a
paILY half-hour program. This is
what, more than any other physi-
cal means, BUILT THE WORK —
kept it growing 30 percent a
year! . . .

*“This, truly, is one of the most
incredible success stories of our
time. There is a very significant
reason. For it is the story of what
THE LIVING GOD CAN DO — and
has done — through a human in-
strument, called and;chosen by
HIM — whose eyes He opened to

astonishing TRUTH — one He re-
duced to humble obedience,
vielded in faith and DEDICATED
TO GOD’S WAYS! . . .

‘‘Brethren, READ THIS
SERIOUSLY! Jesus Christ, the liv-
ing HEAD of God's Church,
started this present era of His
Work through me. 1 DID NOT
BUILD THE WORK OR THE CHURCH
—- the living Christ built it, using
me as His instrument and His
apostle.

*‘But I made the mistake, un-
realizing that mistake, of allow-
ing an office of authority to be
injected BETWEEN ME AND THE
MINISTRY AND CHURCH!

“‘For the first 35 years of this
Work, I was the sole human in
{Continued on page 3}
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supreme command, UNDER
CHRIST. . . During those 35 years
the Church and the, Work GREW
AND GREW AND GREw! It had
Christ’s BLESSING!

‘1 knew that GOD’S FORM OF
ORGANIZATION is FROM THE TOP
DOWN. I DID NOT REALIZE that
allowing an office of authority to
be interjected BETWEEN me and
the Church was contrary to God's
form of human organization.

“‘WHAT RESULTED? Great con-
fusion in the Church—especially
inand around headquarters. ‘WHO
IS REALLY IN AUTHORITY? many
wondered, perplexed. The Work
STOPPED GROWING. . .”

Meeting with kings

Let me add here that after 1969

- the MOST IMPORTANT phase of
the Work did grow — while 1 was
having personal, private meet-
ings, by invitation, with kings,
emperors, presidents, prime
ministers and others in high office
in governments all over the world
— in Asia, the Middle East, Af-
rica, South America and Europe.
And this was leading to personal
PUBLIC CAMPAIGNS, reaching
people by the hundreds and
thousands in these gentile coun-
tries.

But-both the membership and
the financial income DROPPED OFF
ALARMINGLY!

The Work and the Church

" started in August of 1933, It

started from ZeroO financially. 1.

had no automobile. I had to hitch-
hike or depend on members to get
me to the places where 1 was
preaching six nights a week.

By 1942 I started the first DAILY
half-hour broadcasting over a
strong Hollywood station. Our
BIGGEST RATE OF GROWTH was
from 1942 to 1955. I have not
been furnished the records of
member increase until 1950 and of
income rate of growth until 1955.

Below are the exact figures
from our records:

Increases in yearly
member growth since
1950 are shown (per-
centages show growth
over previous year).
Year Percentage ©

Q
1950. .. .. 44177 £
1951.....71.4 oy
<

1952....125.0 g
1953...... 4.8 a
1954. .. .. 34.8 &
1955..... 21.7 3
1956.....33.2 3
1957:....309 | 2
1958..... 58.2 2
1959. .. .. 301 | 5
1960. .. .. 10.1 g
1961..... 162 | o

Q
1962..... 155 | ®
1963.....36.5 2
1964 ...... 19 |g
1965.. ... 162 | 8
1966 ... .. 201 | 2
1967 ...... 7.1
1968..... 245
1969 ...... 3.2 7 g
1970...... 46 | €

2
1971 ...... 67 | »

<
1972...... 6.7 g
1973 ....-18 | §
1974 ... .. 162 | L

®
1975 ... —12.7 .8
1976... -119 | &
1977 ... -2734 3

Biggest percen-
tage of growth wasin
years 1942, when
first on air DAILY, to
1955 — do not have
the records available
at this time.

Increases in dona-
tion income over pre-
vious year since 1955:

Year Percentage

1955 ....... 34.0
1956 ....... 28.0
1957 ....... 240 | o
1958 ....... 35.0 g
1959 ....... 310 | ¥
1960 ....... 26.0 f<:
1961 ....... 25.0 %
1962 ....... 30.0 g
1963 ....... 200 |
1964 ....... 26.0 g
1965 ....... 25.0 :'5?
1966 ....... 240 | =
1967 ....... 23.0
1968 ....... 35.0 |
1969 ....... 31.0
1970 ....... 12.0
1971 ....... 11.0
1972......... 9.6
1973......... 1.0
1974 ....... 1.7
1975 ....... -4.8
1976......... 6.7
1977 ......... 6.2

Beginning 1969 the DAILY
half-hour radio broadcasting was
gradually — and severely — re-
duced. Instead the Garner Ted
Armstrong television programs
were replacing daily half-hour
radio. THEY WERE DOC-
UMENTARY PROGRAMS pri-
marily, dealing primarily with
conditions of THE WORLD — not
the KINGDOM OF GOD.

In 1972 we started daily tele-

casting on GOSPEL subjects, but

after atime these telecasts became
more and more SECULAR, dealing

" primarily with this world’s poli-

tics. Finally the radio programs
were virtually eliminated, going
to five-minute programs. This
was almost disastrous, as the rec-
ords of results show.

Brethren, Jesus Christ has now
put HIMSELF back as the living
HEADof God’sChurchand Work.

I have to say to you, in truth,
that my mistake. in allowing a po-
sition of authority to be inserted
BETWEEN myself and the Church
led to GREAT CONFUSION as to
WHO IS IN CHARGE — WHO IS THE

VIDEOTAPING — Herbert W.
Armstrong addresses the Tucson,
Ariz., churchJune 10inthe second
of a series of videotaped sermons.
These sermons will later be edited
for haif-hour telecasts on The
World Tomorrow with Herbert W.
Armstrong, as the television pro-
gram is now called. [Photo by Ron
Prociw]

REAL LEADER IN THE CHURCH.

That is now CORRECTED.

The living JESUS CHRIST is the
HEAD of this Church. It's time we
quit saying, as did the Corinthian
church, ‘I am of Paul — I am of
Apollos. 1 am of Peter,” etc.

As one Church official said the
other day, many in the Church
have drifted so far away from the
knowledge of WHO IS THE REAL
LEADER of this Church that they
have forgotten that JESUS CHRIST
is our LIVING HEAD! The Church
of Gob is ruled by HIM — not the
brethren or one they might
choose, BUT AS CHRIST HAS CHO-
SEN ANDISLEADING, UNDER HIM!

Estimated donation losses due to member attrition

since 1972:

| Estimated

Disf. or Accum. Donation
Year Inactive Total Loss
1972 960 960 $ 682,000 T
1973 661 1,621 $1,164,000
1974 2,616 4,237 $2,995,000
1975 1,435 5,672 $3,815,000 ?,F
1976 2,523 8,195 $5,880,000 |
1977 1,725 9,920 $ 7,564,000
$22,100,000




